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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The Paramount Theatre is com-
ing back, baby!

Long Island University and 
an affi liate of Barclays Center 
have inked a deal to bring live 
performances back to the his-
toric Paramount Theatre on 
Flatbush Avenue at DeKalb Av-
enue. Using a bit of original dic-
tion, the company’s chief said 
he is excited to make the former 
picture palace and stage for the 
stars, which has for the past half 
century served as a gymnasium 
for the college, a venue again.

“We are excited to turn the 
lights back on and to see the 
evolvement of the venue,” said 
Brett Yormark, chief executive 
offi cer for the arena. “We be-
lieve there’s a big untapped fu-
ture at the LIU Brooklyn Para-
mount Theatre.”

The partnership is an oppor-
tunity for the school to open up 
the venue beyond the college’s 
community, an administrator 
said.

“There’s no question that the 
Paramount has a legendary his-
tory,” said Michael Glickman, 

BY MAX JAEGER
It is the spice of life.

A Bushwick entertainer is throwing a monthly 
variety show at neighborhood bar and yoga studio 
the Cobra Club. The magician and comedian said her 
show is more than an open mic night — she wants to 
revive the American theatrical genre vaudeville with 
professional performers executing esoteric feats.

“I hope vaudeville will have a comeback like bur-
lesque has,” said organizer Tanya Solomon. “When 
most people hear ‘variety show’ they think of amateur 
hour — bad stand-up or people noodling on a guitar — 
but we have a professional Yiddish vaudevillian and a 
Bruk Up dancer on the same bill. That’s real variety.”

And Solomon is bent on driving that point home 
— even when it comes to the event’s name, Force 
Majeure, which is  legal mumbo-jumbo  for “a supe-
rior or irresistible power.” 

The next edition, on Feb. 8, will feature Solo-
mon’s magic, a singing and trick-roping cowboy, 
a drag performer, a burlesque dancer, a slapstick 
comedian, and a Bruk Up dancer, Solomon said. 
The latter act is a form of Jamaican dance made 
popular in the borough by Brooklyn’s Caribbean 
emigres. Solomon was so enamored of the contor-
tionistic rug-cutting that she partnered with Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant dance crew the Warriorz to bring 
a new Bruk Up performer to Force Majeure each 
month.

“I’m a big fan of that kind of character danc-
ing,” she said. “I seek out the most skilled, most 

BY MAX JAEGER
The appetizer is here, and 
the main course is still to 
come.

Minor work has begun 
on the  controversial proj-
ect to transform the his-
toric Childs Restaurant in 
Coney Island into an am-
phitheater , locals say.

“It looks like they’re 

clearing out the inside, 
maybe asbestos or some-
thing,” said Michael Quinn, 
who fi rst reported the work 
on  theconeyislandblog.
com . “They’re fi lling gigan-
tic bags like you’d put your 
laundry in.”

Contractors also knocked 
down a small portion of the 
western parapet, he said.

The construction is the 
fi rst step in former borough 
president  Marty Markow-
itz’s long-running passion 
project to build a 5,000 seat 
home for his summer con-
cert series  in Coney Island. 

The ex-beep fi rst wanted 
to plant a performing space 
in Asser Levy Park, but 

BY MAX JAEGER
Ridgites just want the city 
to see the light.

Locals say the city never 
adjusted the red lights on 
Fourth Avenue to jibe with 
the new 25-miles-per-hour 
speed limit, greatly slow-
ing law-abiding drivers’ 
commutes as they hit a red 
light after red light along 

the corridor. One local 
said the out-of-sync traf-
fi c lights have tripled his 
travel time.

“Before they altered 
Fourth Avenue, during the 
morning rush hour, I could 
get from 100th Street in 
Bay Ridge to Atlantic Ave-
nue in 11 minutes, because 
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Magician revives vaudeville 
in hipsters’ newest haven

ECLECTIC EXHIBITION: Bushwick magician Tanya Solomon is bringing together drag, trick-rop-
ing, and a contortioinistic stlye of Jamaican dance at her monthly Vaudeville show at Wyckoff 
Avenue venue the Cobra Club on Feb. 8.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

SIDE OF PLYWOOD: Con-
struction is beginning on 
the 90-year-old Childs Res-
taurant.

Work starts on Coney venueRed plight on Fourth

Flatbush 
theater 
reborn

BORSCHT BUSHWICK 
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Diana Ross probably isn’t 
used to being the opening act. 

The soul legend captivated 
a sold-out crowd at the grand 
reopening of the Kings The-
atre in Flatbush on Tuesday 
night, but the main attraction 
was the majestic and pains-
takingly restored venue.

“The is the way theaters 
looked when we were young,” 
said Debra Summers, who 
came from Queens for the 
show. “It’s so nice to see when 
they restore them.”

Okay, so the 3,000 people 
who coughed up  upwards of 
$100  and lined up around the 
block to see the septuagenar-
ian sensation are probably 
fans.

Summers’s husband Ron-
ald, who grew up in Browns-
ville and Boerum Hill, cer-
tainly is.

“The number one reason 
I’m here is Diana Ross,” he 
said.

Metal detectors formed 
a bottleneck at the lobby en-
trance, and offered a sobering 
reminder that gunfi re still 
breaks out occasionally on 
the nearby blocks of Flatbush 
Avenue that are crammed 
with takeout restaurants 
and clothing stores. But from 
there, it was all glamor. 

Show-goers walking 
through the lobby of the Flat-
bush Avenue venue for the 
fi rst time were agog as they 
took in the high, ornamen-
tal ceilings and dramatic red 
drapes, all  carefully made to 
appear as they did when the 
theater opened in 1929 . One 
new feature of the revamped 
theater was the more-spa-
cious seats, but no one was sit-
ting down for Ross — she had 
the whole crowd on its feet 
within seconds of her grand 
entrance, striding down the 
aisle, belting out “I’m Coming 
Out.” Some fans surged down 
the aisle after her to dance 
in front of the stage, and the 
rest stayed standing and clap-
ping.

Between a dizzying suc-
cession of costume changes, 
Ross delivered a set of hits 
from her solo career, and 
more by the Supremes, the 
legendary Motown trio she 
led for more than a decade. 
And, in true diva fashion, she 

Diana Ross wows at Kings Theatre reopening
SHOWTIME!

BIG NIGHT: (Top) Usher 
Dayen Fleurant shows 
guests to their seats. 
(Above) Former bor-
ough president Marty 
Markowitz and his wife 
Jamie pose in the lobby. 
(Left) Diana Ross croons 
to a sold-out crowd. 
(Below) Fans, from left, 
Brenda Nixon, Jeanette 
Butler, Debra Summers, 
and Ronald Summers. Ph
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banned professional pho-
tography from the show, 
so that the only record 
of the night would be 
blurry Instagram pho-
tos, and shots provided 

by her publicist.
The concert was the 

fi rst big show at the pala-
tial venue since it closed 
as a movie theater in 

Continued on page 14
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The city’s push to build 
below-market rate hous-
ing could have Brooklyn 
community gardens push-
ing up daisies.

The Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development added 10 bor-
ough gardens to the list 
of 181 city lots it wants to 
open up for development 
as so-called “affordable” 
housing. One gardener 
who, with neighbors, con-
vinced the city last year to 
allow planting in a Bush-
wick lot, said discounted 
apartments are needed, 
but that Mayor DeBla-
sio’s housing goals can 
be achieved by protecting 
rent-stabilized tenants 
and developing lots that 
are disused, not ones being 
tilled by green thumbs.

“The thought of the 
garden being paved over 
is just so sad,” said Keri 
Kroboth, a founder of 
El Garden on Jefferson 
Street, between Central 
and Evergreen avenues 
in Bushwick. “After all of 
the energy that went into 
this garden, for it to be cut 
short so soon, people are 
devastated about it.”

If the city approves a de-
veloper’s pitch for a lot, the 
company gets the green 
light to tear up the garden 
and commence construc-
tion. More than 750 city-
owned lots did not make 

the list.
The gardeners knew 

their stay was touch-and-
go, subject to the whims 
of city offi cials, but advo-
cates say that there is no 
need to pull up their plant-
ing when other options are 
available, and that doing 
so shows residents the city 
doesn’t value green space, 
or the hardworking locals 
who create it.

“The history of commu-
nity gardens in New York 
City is a history of vacant 
lots that people imagined 
as something else and then 
created,” said Paula Segal, 
head of the garden-activist 
organization 596 Acres, 
which pushes to give ev-
eryday people access to 
vacant lots in their neigh-

borhoods. “At least 550 of 
them were gardens fi rst 
and were protected only af-
ter neighbors proved that 
their pilot projects were 
working.”

A gardener from an-
other threatened veggie 
patch in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant said closing it would 
cut neighbors off from a 
source of nourishment — 
for mind and body. 

“This garden is bring-
ing people together and giv-
ing people access to fresh 
fruit and vegetables,” said 
Kyiesha Kelly, one of the 
organizers of the Patchen 
Community Square. “A lot 
of the kids that live in the 
neighborhood benefi t from 
it because it is a teaching 
tool.”

The Patchen Avenue 
garden came together last 
year, and when the fruits 
and veggies were ready 
to be picked, gardeners 
handed them out to people 
in the neighborhood.

“We will give food out to 
anyone who stops by and is 
interested,” Kelly said. 

The city said it has no 
timeline on when develop-
ers will start building, so 
the gardeners have some 
breathing room. The prob-
lem is, they don’t know 
how much, and hous-
ing offi cials have made it 
clear what they care more 
about.

City wants to bulldoze community plots for discount digs

NEW CROP: From left, Kat Vollono, Josefi na Hernández, Liz Atzberger, Renée Peperone, and Carlos 
Granado all helped to build and grow El Garden on Jefferson Street in Bushwick — one of several com-
munity parks chosen by the city as possible development sites for below-market-rate housing.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

GETTING THEIR HANDS DIRTY: 
Elementary school teacher 
Tony Canty, left, and some of 
his students plant veggies at El 
Garden.

Watch their garden go

Continued on page 6

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Brooklyn Heights kids 
have launched a cam-
paign to save an anchor 
that has served as an un-
intentional piece of play-
ground equipment on the 
Montague Street sidewalk 
for decades, and that an 
upscale eatery now wants 
gone.

Devan Spiro, a fourth 
grader at PS 8 on Hicks 
Street, is captaining the 
bid to fi nd a new rest-
ing place for the nautical 
gear that has sat between 
Hicks and Pierrepont 
Place since before he was 
born. The restaurant and 
bar Friend of a Farmer, 
which has a Manhatttan 
location, wants to use the 
sidewalk space for out-
door seating. Spiro took 
the news hard, his dad 
said.

“He was super sad,” 
said Brendan Spiro, who 
has lived in Brooklyn 
Heights since 1995. 

“But we took it as an 
opportunity.”

Devan said the heavy 
metal item is a corner-
stone of the neighbor-
hood.

“It really means a lot 
to me and the whole com-
munity,” he said.

The youngster said 
he met two friends while 
playing on the anchor, 
and that he always sees 
kids climbing it.

The owner of Friend of 
a Farmer said the anchor 
can’t stay where it is, but 

he wants to drop it with 
someone willing to go the 
extra nautical mile to fi nd 
it a new home.

“We don’t want it to 
go to waste,” said Taylor 
Morbito, who hopes to 
open up shop at the end of 
April.

The elder Spiro ex-
plained to his son that if 
he felt strongly about the 
anchor, other people might 
too, and that if they got to-
gether, they might be able 
to save it. Devan took this 
idea to school, and his 
classmates joined the fi ght. 
Their teacher had the stu-
dents work on their writing 
by penning essays in sup-
port of saving the anchor, 
and some of them hit the 
streets with their parents 
on Saturday to collect sig-
natures and tell passersby 
about their cause.

“It seems to have re-
ally struck a chord with 
people,” Brendan Spiro 
said.

The group hopes to 
get the anchor relocated 
to another place in the 
neighborhood, perhaps 
on the Brooklyn Heights 
Promenade, Spiro said.

The anchor has been 
around since the store-
front housed a boat bro-
kerage, at least as early 
as 1983, according to 
the  Brooklyn Heights 
Blog . 

Brendan Spiro said 
he wants to teach his son 
that he should stand up 
for things he thinks are 
worth saving.

“This is New York. 
You have to get used to 
change,” he said. “But 
certain things should be 
a fi xture.”

Fourth graders demand landmark be left alone

ANCHOR ALLIANCE: Devan Spiro loves the Montague Street an-
chor, and is hoping to get it moved somewhere nearby. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

ANCHOR YANK

interesting, most diverse acts.”
And if the drag and burlesque doesn’t 

dissuade you from bringing your little 
one, don’t let the magic act entice — the 
whole show is 21-and-up, Solomon said.

“Too many people think of magic and 
clowns as children’s entertainment,” 
Solomon said. “It’s not necessarily a 
dirty show — it can get dirty — but it’s 
for adults.”

Force Majeure at the Cobra Club [6 Wyck-
off Ave. between Jefferson and Troutman 
streets in Bushwick, (917) 719–1138, www.co-
braclubbk.com] Feb. 8 at 9 pm. $10.

Continued from page 1 

BORSCHT

WORLD FAMOUS: Ain’t nuthin’ fun-
nier than a rubber chicken. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting 
procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue 
your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser 

(FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then 
releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through 
the body during its normal course of detoxification. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients average 
loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to 
the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and keep 
them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: Tuesday, Feb. 24 at 6:15
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
AND MAX JAEGER

New ferry service is tying 
up in Brooklyn.

The city is adding fi ve 
stops to the Brooklyn water-
front as part of a citywide 
ferry expansion that is set 
to start in 2017, Mayor De-
Blasio announced during 
his State of the City address 
on Tuesday. The $55-mil-
lion network is meant to 
add an affordable option for 
commuters who don’t drive, 
DeBlasio said.

“New ferry rides will 
be priced the same as a 
MetroCard fare, so ferries 
will be as affordable to ev-
eryday New Yorkers as 
our subways and buses,” 
he said.

The Brooklyn leg of the 
new route is supposed to get 
new docks in Bay Ridge, at 
the Brooklyn Army Termi-
nal in Sunset Park, in Red 
Hook, and two in Brook-

lyn Bridge Park, at Atlan-
tic Avenue and at Fulton 
Ferry Landing. It will then 
strike out on a lengthy voy-
age to Wall Street on the 
distant island of Manhat-
tan. A Rockaway, Queens 
route is also set to stop at 
the Brooklyn Army Termi-
nal before heading to Man-
hattan, in a reprise of the 
one that ran for 13 months 
following Hurricane Sandy 
while transit workers re-
paired fl ood-damaged R 
train tunnels.

A route to Coney Island 
Creek is also on the table.

But a Coney tour guide 
said the proposed ferry to 
Coney Island Creek may 
be good for commuters, but 
wouldn’t provide the same 
economic benefi ts that a 
ride to Steeplechase Pier 
could offer.

“You arrive to Kaiser 
Park and you’re a tourist 
— where do you go from 

there?” said Michael Quinn. 
“It’s all residential. It’s bet-
ter than not having any-

thing, but as far as econom-
ics, Steeplechase Pier is the 
better location.”

The new service is 
supposed to comple-
ment the existing East 
River Ferry, which has 
a stop at Fulton Ferry 
Landing and runs to 
Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint. It costs 
$4 to $6 for a one-way 
trip. 

A proposed future 
route, which does not 
have a date attached to 
it, could run from Co-
ney Island to bucolic 
Staten Island, then to 
Wall Street.

State Sen. Daniel 
Squadron (D–Brook-
lyn Heights), who 
signed on to a let-
ter with a number of 
other elected offi cials 
last October asking 
for increased ferry 
service to Brook-

lyn Bridge Park, praised 
the new plan in goofball 
terms.

“For lots of New Yorkers 
who live in fast growing wa-
terfront communities with-
out enough transit options, 
new service is very — or 
ferry! — good news,” he said 
in a statement.

Sending ferries to the 
69th Street Pier will es-
pecially help Bay Ridge 
residents, who are under-
served by public transpor-
tation, said a resident who 
commutes daily to Man-
hattan.

“We’re typically seen as 
a suburban neighborhood, 
but we’re not, and I think it 
shouldn’t be that diffi cult to 
get to Manhattan.”

The city’s Economic De-
velopment Corporation 
oversees the taxpayer-sub-
sidized private operators of 
existing ferries, and would 
continue in that role with 
the new routes. The city has 
not yet identifi ed the new 
operator or operators.

Expanded service for Bay Ridge, Sunset Park, Red Hook, Brooklyn Heights

A TRANSIT TREASURE MAP: This map shows the route of the mayor’s 
new ferry network he wants to launch in 2017. Mayor’s Offi ce

New ferries on the horizon
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Mid Day Pre-fi xe
$25 per person (Tax + Tip not included)

Monday - Friday 12pm - 7pm

Valentine’s Day 
Enjoy our Special Menu

which includes a choice of 4 Appetizers, 
9 Entrees & 5 Desserts

$55 per person (Tax + Tip not included)

ALL 

Reserve Early For Valentine’s Day!

Buon San Valentino!

For Reservations 
Call 

718 833-6666STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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“While community 
gardens add great value 
to our city, our mission 
as an agency is to address 
the affordable housing 
crisis that affects tens of 
thousands of hardwork-
ing New York families, 
and to revitalize and 
strengthen communities 
through the development 
of affordable housing — 
that is the primary use 
of our pipeline of vacant 
land and available re-
sources,” said housing de-
partment spokesman Eric 
Bederman.

Mayor DeBlasio is push-

ing a  plan  to “build or pre-
serve” 200,000 units of be-
low-market-rate housing in 
the next decade by rezon-
ing to encourage density 
and offering tax breaks 
and funding for projects 
that include below-market 
apartments. In emphasiz-
ing speed in construction, 
DeBlasio has  foregone try-
ing to make most of the 
new apartments perma-
nently below-market .

Gardeners from El Gar-
den have  launched an on-
line petition to save their 
plots . The petition has gar-
nered 327 backers so far.

The full list of gardens 
in the city’s sights is as fol-
lows:

• Patchen Community 

Square in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant

• 462 Halsey Community 
Garden in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant

• Tranquility Farm in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant

• New Harvest Commu-
nity Garden in Bedford-
Stuyvesant

• EL Garden in Bush-
wick

• Isabahliah Ladies of 
Elegance in Brownsville

• Brownsville Student 
Farm in Brownsville

• Powell Street Commu-
nity Garden in Browns-
ville

• Imani Garden in 
Crown Heights

• La Casita Verde in Wil-
liamsburg

GARDEN
Continued from page 3

SWEAT SESSIONS: The youngsters will work out in the CrossFit corner at the center.  
 Photo by Shaun Cleary

CrossFit for kids at Aviator
BY VANESSA OGLE

This big fi tness craze is 
targeting a small audi-
ence. 

Aviator Sports and 
Events Center will be of-
fering kids’ classes for 
CrossFit — an anaerobic 
workout designed to build 
and tone muscles — start-
ing in February. 

The eight-week course, 
available for grades fi rst 
through ninth, is a great 
way to get sedentary stu-
dents moving — and the 
sessions are all about hav-
ing fun, according to the 
center’s CrossFit coach.

“Children nowadays 
don’t move like they used 
to. Now, they sit on their iP-
ads — that is all they do, all 
day long,” said Laura Hen-
schel, who also coaches 
adult classes, adding that 
the kids’ classes will be 
less structured than adult 
classes and include more 
games. “If they’re hav-
ing fun, they don’t realize 
they’re working out.”

The 45-minute classes 
won’t include CrossFit’s 
trademark weight lifting, 
Henschel said. Instead, the 
students will perform ex-
ercises simply using their 
own body weight. The 

classes, which will also in-
clude nutrition education, 
will be divided based on 
age groups. Monday ses-
sions will be for young-
sters in fi rst and second 
grade, Wednesday classes 
will be for students in sixth 
through ninth grade, and 
Friday sessions will be for 
kids in third through fi fth 
grade. 

But Henschel said stu-
dents who are more ad-

vanced or want to amp up 
their sweat session can 
switch to a different age 
group with their parents’ 
approval.

“It is all going to be on 
case-by-case basis,” she 
said. 

She said students of all 
skill levels will be able to 
perform the CrossFit ex-
ercises.

“With kids, you start re-
ally slow, because you have 
all their lives to get them 
into CrossFit,” said Hen-
schel, adding that she ul-
timately wants to encour-
age kids to adopt a healthy 
lifestyle. “Kids sit in chairs 
now for hours on end — our 
bodies aren’t meant to sit in 
chairs.”

If the classes are a suc-
cess, she said the center may 
offer another eight-week 
course of CrossFit for kids.

“I’m really excited to 
see how this is going to 
go,” she said. 

CrossFit Kids at Avia-
tor Sports and Events Cen-
ter [3159 Flatbush Ave. off 
the Belt Parkway in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 758–7557, 
www.aviatorsportsnyc.
com]. Begins Feb. 2. $75 for 
the eight-week course, $15 
for a drop-in class.

Center to offer high-intensity workout for youngsters

READY TO RUMBLE: Coach 
Laura Henschel will lead the 
CrossFit Kids classes for stu-
dents in grades fi rst through 
ninth at Aviator Sports and 
Events Center. 
 Photo by Shaun Cleary

Borough President Adams exchanges high fi ves with students at Battalion Christian Academy’s 
rally to commemorate National School Choice Week in East Flatbush on Jan. 30.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

High-fi ve achievers
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 

acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-

ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 

surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 

travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 

without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 

what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 

space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 

discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 

material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-

surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-

cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 

discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 

syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 

solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 

Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 

11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM

chief of strategic partner-
ships and university ad-
vancement. “This part-
nership will give both our 
students and the wider 
community a chance to 
enjoy it.”

The venue fi rst opened 
in 1928 as a movie house 
and performance hall, and 
the likes of Frank Sinatra, 
Chuck Berry, and Buddy 
Holly graced the stage. 
The Paramount later be-
came a  mecca for jazz mu-
sicians , including greats 
such as Ella Fitzgerald, 
Count Basie, and Dizzy 
Gillespie. The interior 
boasts an ornate ceiling, 
cherub statues, wall foun-
tains, and a Wurlitzer or-
gan.

The school bought the 
theater in 1962 and con-
verted it into a gymna-
sium for intramural sports 
and for student activities 
and events, leaving much 
of its interior intact. In 
2006, the school opened a 
new, $45-milllion gym and 
moved its basketball and 
volleyball games there.

The Paramount build-
ing now contains a basket-
ball court and bleachers 
beneath the ostentatious 
fl oor-to-ceiling detail-
ing, and serves as a prac-
tice space for the college’s 
baseball, softball, tennis, 
and track teams. It also oc-
casionally hosts matches 
of the Gotham Girls Roller 
Derby league. 

Glickman said that un-
der the new arrangement, 
the building would re-
main open for the activi-
ties it currently hosts.

Brooklyn Sports and 
Entertainment, the Bar-
clays-affiliated booking 
company, said the re-
newed theater will hold 
1,500 people — that’s 
down from the more than 
4,000 of its heyday — and 
that the programming 
will focus on emerging 
artists. 

It hopes to host musi-
cal and comedy perfor-
mances as well as boxing 
matches.

Long Island University 
students will also get jobs 
at the theater as part of 
the partnership.

“LIU is fully commit-
ted to delivering a unique 

education that combines 
rigor in the classroom 
with engagement beyond 
our walls,” university 
president Kimberly Cline 

said. “We will create new 
opportunities for our stu-
dents and alumni as part 
of this exciting new en-
deavor.”

It is unclear what sorts 
of interior construction 
will take place before the 
venue is open for busi-
ness. Managers hope it 

will compete with the 
nearby Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music’s Howard 
Gilman Opera House, 
which seats 2,090, and the 
newly refurbished Kings 
Theatre in Flatbush, ca-
pacity 3,000.

“There’s a history that 
differentiates the LIU 
Brooklyn Paramount The-
atre and it will comple-
ment other venues due to 
its capacity and unique 
programming,” Barclays 
Center spokesman Barry 
Baum said.

The director of the 
Kings Theatre said he is 
happy to have the compe-
tition.

“We welcome the Para-
mount as yet another infu-
sion of energy into Brook-
lyn’s thriving arts and 
culture scene, which con-
tinues to grow by the day,” 
Matthew Wolf said.

Long Island University 
and Barclays Center are 
working together to fi g-
ure out each side’s needs, 
Glickman said.

No word yet on when 
the performances will 
start, but the building will 
host NBA All-Star Game 
events from Feb. 12 to 15.

THEATER
Continued from page 1

A CLASSIC: (Left) The Paramount Theatre opened in 
1928, and screened movies and hosted performanc-
es by early jazz and rock and roll legends. (Top) Long 
Island University has owned the building for the last 
half century, using it (above) to host sports games 
and practices, and as a center for student activities 
and events.
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BY VANESSA OGLE
A racy new shop in Flatlands has 
parents worried that their kids 
might learn about the birds and 
the bees before the ABCs. 

A sex-toy and smoke shop — 
appropriately named Sexy Won-
ders — recently opened down the 
block from the Flatlands branch 
of the Brooklyn Public Library 
on Avenue P and Flatbush Av-
enue, and residents and elected 
offi cials are calling for a modest 
makeover for the store’s risque 
window displays.

One local said she doesn’t mind 
that the store is in the neighbor-
hood, but she also doesn’t think 
it should be close to a library that 
children frequent.

“It is not so much the store, 
but the location is inappropriate 
— it is right next to the library!” 
said Suhan Ramos, who lives in 
Marine Park. “Kids are walking 
by all day long.”

The store is more than 500 feet 
away from the library, so  the lo-
cation is legal  — but residents 
are still uneasy about the adult-

oriented storefront being on the 
same block as the book bastion.

The store’s window display 
features photographs of scantily-
clad women, bondage tape, adult 
toys, and an array of male en-

hancement pills like Black Pan-
ther, Night Bullet, and Xplode. 
The more innocuous items in 
the display include bachelor-
ette party supplies, which fea-
ture a shirtless cartoon cowboy 
in chaps. Condoms and rose pet-
als line the bottom of the display 
case.

Elected offi cials say they are 
trying to work with the owners 
of the store, which boarders Flat-
bush and Marine Park, to make 
the window display more appro-
priate for the neighborhood.

“Flatbush Avenue is a street 
our youth walk down every day 
to visit the library, which hosts a 
number of after-school programs 
and daytime toddler events,” said 
councilmen Alan Maisel (D–Ma-
rine Park) and Jumaane Wil-
liams (D–Flatlands) in a joint 
statement last month. “While the 
establishment is within their le-
gal right to conduct business, it is 
our hope that the owner is sensi-
tive to the children and families 
that will pass by their windows 
every day.”

A spokesman for Williams 
confi rmed that a meeting with 
the owners will take place soon 
— but until then, the councilmen 
said that it is up to parents to pro-
tect their youngsters from the 
daring display.

“For now, parents should be 
mindful of the establishment to 
ensure their children are not ex-
posed to themes they do not fi nd 
appropriate,” the duo said.

A Sexy Wonders employee de-
clined to comment.

Locals blast adult shop near Flatlands library

ADULTS ONLY: Residents say the window display in Sexy Wonders, the sex and 
smoke shop that recently opened near the library, is too risqué — especially be-
cause so many kids pass the shop window on their way to the library.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Sex-ed on the street

WINDOW SHOPPING: The display 
features sex toys, bondage tape, con-
doms, and hookah equipment. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com
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the lights were timed and there used 
to be plenty of lane-age,” Greg Ahl 
said. “But they changed all that and 
suddenly it’s 35 minutes now during 
the morning rush hour.”

Ahl services business telephones 
on site for a living, and Fourth Av-
enue is a vital corridor for him as he 
travels the borough for work. But he 
said the poor traffi c fl ow is starting 
to affect his bottom line.

“I used to be able to knock out 
10–12 service calls a day. Now I’m 
lucky to do eight,” he said.

Community Board 10 is asking the 
city to study signal timing along the 
length of the avenue from Bay Ridge 
to Downtown and adjust the lights ac-
cordingly. Such studies typically take 
12 weeks, according to the Department 
of Transportation.

The agency said it has no plans 
to consider re-syncing the stoplights 
along Fourth Avenue, but that it is 
studying the issue citywide, and that 
drivers should report congestion prob-
lems to the city.

“DOT is not changing traffi c signal 
timing based on the new 25 mph speed 
limit,” a department spokeswoman 
said. “If residents have concerns about 
signal timing in this area, they should 
call 311 to make an offi cial report.”

But the transportation commis-

sioner’s own account of ideal signal 
timing suggests Fourth Avenue needs 
rejiggering.

The city sets signals “such that 
you will have a smooth progres-
sion of green lights if you’re driv-
ing safely at the posted speed limit,” 
 Commissioner Polly Trottenberg 
told the New York Times last year . 

That is no longer the case for 
Fourth Avenue, according to Ahl, and 
until it is fi xed, he said he’ll have to 
fi nd yet another alternate route.

“The Gowanus [Expressway] al-
ways sucks, Third Avenue is not 
much better, and that left Fourth Av-
enue,” he said. “Now Fourth Avenue 
is just another trash road to me.”

Continued from page 1 

LIGHTS

DRIVERS SEE RED: Cars are hitting long strings of red lights after the city lowered Fourth 
Avenue’s speed limit to 25 miles per hour without re-timing traffi c signals to account for 
slower-moving traffi c.
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Brooklyn Heights kids 
have launched a cam-
paign to save an anchor 
that has served as play-
ground equipment on the 
Montague Street side-
walk for decades, and 
that an upscale eatery 
now wants gone.

Devan Spiro, a fourth 
grader at PS 8 on Hicks 
Street, is captaining the 
bid to fi nd a new rest-
ing place for the nautical 
gear that has sat between 
Hicks and Pierrepont 
Place since before he was 
born. The restaurant and 
bar Friend of a Farmer, 

which has a Manhatttan 
location, wants to use the 
sidewalk space for out-
door seating. 

Devan took this idea to 
school, and his classmates 
joined the fi ght. Their 
teacher had the students 
work on their writing by 
penning essays in sup-
port of saving the anchor, 
and some of them hit the 
streets with their parents 
on Saturday to collect sig-
natures and tell passersby 
about their cause.

“It seems to have re-
ally struck a chord with 
people,” the boy’s dad 
Brendan Spiro said.

ANCHOR ALLIANCE: Devan Spiro loves the Montague Street 
anchor, and is hoping to get it moved somewhere nearby. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Kids anchor fi ght
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7305 Third Avenue, Brooklyn
718.745.0222 

www.VesuvioBayRidge.com

APPETIZER
(Choose One)

ENTREÉ
(Choose One)

 
 

DESSERT
(Choose One) 

APPETIZER

ENTREÉ
(Choose One)

 
 

DESSERT
(Choose One)

 pre fixe dinner $34.95

kids menu $15.95

Sat., 2/14 & Sun., 2/15 - Valentine’s Brunch Menu 11-3pm

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking
718 -989 - 8952

Choice of Appetizer
Fried Calamari   Lobster Bisque   Cupid Salad 

Pasta Du Jour   Caesar Salad   Shrimp Cocktail

Choice of Entrée
Chicken Rolletini

Rolled with Fresh Mozzarella and Prosciutto, 
Topped with a Mushroom Marsala Sauce

Shrimp Scampi
Sautéed in White Wine, Lemon, Garlic and Butter

Boneless Chicken Francaise
Egg Battered, Sautéed in White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce

Broiled Salmon
Topped with Champagne Dill Sauce

Filet Mignon (Add $12)
Served with Béarnaise Sauce
Twin Lobster Tails (Add $12)

Served with Drawn Butter  
Surf and Turf (Add $12)

Served with Drawn Butter and Béarnaise Sauce
The Above Entrees Include Potato or Country Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Apple Strudel   Ice Cream or Sherbet    Cheesecake

Chocolate Mousse   Brownie Overload    Tiramisu 

COFFEE OR TEA

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCHLUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke every 
Monday and 

Wednesday 8pm. 
Original 

Thursday’s

CELEBRATE 

Valentine’s Day
WEEKEND!

Friday 2/13, Saturday 2/14 & Sunday 2/15

$3800
p.p.

plus tax & 
gratuity

Live Music
All Weekend

Choice Of Appetizer
      Fresh Fruit Plate  Garden Greens Salad  Soup Du Jour

Choice Of Entree
French Toast with Ham, Bacon, and Sausage

Eggs Benedict, English Muffi n with Canadian Bacon, Poached Eggs
and Hollandaise Sauce Served with French or Home Fries
Eggs Benedict Arnold, English Muffi n with Grilled Salmon, 

Poached Eggs and Hollandaise Sauce Served with French Fries or Home Fries
Quiche: Broccoli, Spinach or Lorraine, Served with House Garden Greens

Grilled Chicken with Caesar Salad and French Fries
Fluffy Scrambled Eggs with Ham, Bacon and Sausage

Served With French Fries or Home Fries

Desserts
Apple Strudel  Fresh Fruit Plate  Chocolate Mousse  Ice Cream or Sherbet

Beverages - Coffee  Tea  Milk

$2600
p.p.

plus tax & 
gratuity

“Unlimited 
  Mimosa’s”  

 
 
 

VALENTINE’S DAY DINING
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he backed off in the face 
of community opposition, 
instead identifying  the 
90-year-old, Boardwalk-ad-
jacent Childs Restaurant 
building as his desired lo-
cation in his 2013 State of 
the Borough address . 

The move mollifi ed some 
critics, but  other locals still 
balked at the notion , charg-
ing that a venue would 
bring undue commotion in 

the form of traffi c and noise 
to Sodom by the Sea. 

Then  community gar-
deners sued the city for boot-
ing them from a city-owned 
parcel  adjacent to the res-
taurant where developers 
plan to build outdoor seat-
ing and a sprawling lawn. 

Real estate fi rm iStar 
Financial owns the restau-
rant building, which was 
constructed in 1923 and 
landmarked in 2002.  The 
city is expected to pay iStar 
$53 million for the build-

ing, then lease it back to 
the developers until 2025 . 

The deal does not appear 
to be fi nalized, and there is 
no record of a sale on the 
city’s registry. The company 
has already fi led for con-
struction permits, but the 
city has yet to approve them, 
 according to Department of 
Buildings documents . 

An executive from iStar 
Financial declined to com-
ment for this story.

The project is slated for 
completion this summer.

VALENTINE’S DAY DINING

Continued from page 1 
VENUE

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Ain’t no party like a politi-
cal party!

A Dumbo author has 
written a book detailing the 
partying habits of United 
States presidents, which 
he will launch at neighbor-
hood bookstore PowerHouse 
Arena on Feb. 10. “Party 
Like a President: True Tales 
of Inebriation, Lechery, and 
Mischief From the Oval Of-
fi ce” is an illustrated collec-
tion of 44 essays on presiden-
tial excess — but it isn’t all 
coke and interns, he said. 

“Some of them drank, 
some of them took pills, 
some had a lot of sex,” 
said Brian Abrams. “For 
the most part it’s a look at 
presidential vices, but for 
those that didn’t indulge, I 
use the opportunity to talk 
about why they didn’t.”

Do not ask Abrams to 
name the hardest-partying 
president. Groaning audibly 
when forced to pick a front-
runner, he explained that 
the habits of presidents fi rst 
can be broken down into 
general categories — think 
lechery, drunkenness, pill-
popping — and then require 
historical context. 

For instance, Ulysses 
S. Grant reportedly vom-
ited into his horse’s mane 
during battle, but a criti-
cal view of his drunken-
ness should be tempered 
by the fact that doctors 
had prescribed him liquor 
for his chronic headaches, 
Abrams said. And in other 
periods the culture at large 
was just downright boring.

“There was nothing par-
ticularly interesting about 

Bush Senior, in part be-
cause the drinking culture 
sucked back then,” he said. 

(The fi rst Bush famously 
vomited on a group of Japa-
nese dignitaries, but he 
may have had the fl u.)

But when pressed, 
Abrams nominated a few 
favorites. The honorable 
mention for drunkest pres-
ident goes to Grover Cleve-
land — based mostly on his 
size and the assumption 
that he would have had to 
drink more than his com-
petitors — but Abrams sin-
gled out Lyndon B. John-
son for style. Johnson was 
known to cruise around his 
ranch with a styrofoam cup 
full of booze, and he would 
turn press conferences in 
the hill country of Texas 
into whisky-soaked barbe-
cues, Abrams said.

“He would just chug 
Cutty Sark while showing 
people around, and when he 
stuck his cup out the win-
dow his men would know 

to come give him a refi ll,” 
he said. “Bush tried to cast 
himself as this rancher, but 
LBJ really did come from a 
poor, authentic, Texas fam-
ily.”

Originally from Texas 
himself, Abrams moved 
to New York in 2007 to 
write for Heeb, a satiri-
cal magazine aimed at a 
youthful Jewish audience. 
Broadly speaking he is a 
humor writer, he said, but 
his work is squarely in the 
realm of journalism. In the 
process of penning “Party 
Like a President,” he spent 
two years immersed in bi-
ographies, pouring over 
historical documents, and 
interviewing historians 
and museum curators. 

Brian Abrams and John 
Mathias launch “Party Like 
a President” at PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. between 
Water and Front streets 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049, 
www.power house arena.
com]. Feb. 10 at 7 pm. Free.

Dumbo author dishes dirt on presidential vices

PARTY ON: Brian Abrams, author of “Party like a President,” emu-
lates the subjects of his new book.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Who did inhale?
JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

$20 + TAX
$20 + TAX

$19 + TAX
$19 + TAX

      LOBSTER DINNER
GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER

11/4 LB. EA.

      COCONUT SHRIMP
   PLATTER

SNOW CRAB 
LEGS

 LB.
PLAIN

      NY STRIP STEAK
 

PLAIN

ALL INCLUDE: COLE SLAW  PREMIUM IDAHO FRENCH FRIES OR LETTUCE/TOM SALAD

 CUP OF ANY CHOWDER OR BISQUE..........(ADD $4.00)
 STEVE’S AUTHENTIC KEY LIME PIE CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE..........(ADD $4.00)

 SUBSTITUTE SWEET POTATO FRIES ON ANY DINNER..........(ADD $2.00)
EXP. 2/28/15    BEER & WINE AVAILABLE

 SEE FULL MENU ONLINE: WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY, BROOKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVENUE 
(Across from the UA Movies & Next to TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
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Reserve Early Space is Limited

718.998.4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

Brooklyn’s Oldest Italian Restaurant, Est. 1906

Celebrate Valentines Day with us
$75 PER PERSON — 3 COURSE MEAL

Price includes a glass of bubbles
Price excludes sales tax and gratuity

Wine pairings available for an additional $25 per person

With a choice of 8 appetizers,
9 entrees and 8 desserts

4 Seatings: 4PM • 6PM • 8PM • 10pm

For reservations please call (718) 852–7800

Open Tuesday thru Sunday 
Private Parties  •  Parking on Premise 

We Only Accept AMEX and Cash

451 CARROLL STREET  •  BROOKLYN, NY 11215
718.852.7800  •  www.montesnyc.com

VALENTINE’S DAY DINING

CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net
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1977. Efforts to restore the 
Versailles-inspired trea-
sure  gained steam under 
former borough president 
Marty Markowitz , who 
went on his fi rst date at the 
theater back in the early 
1960s. But the renovations 
didn’t begin until 2013, 
Markowitz’s last year in 
offi ce, and only wrapped 
last month.

Local mom-and-pop 
businesses  worry that put-

ting Flatbush on the map 
in such a big way will drive 
commercial rents through 
the roof , but one longtime 
Flatbush resident took the 
optimistic view.

“This is a gold mine for 
Flatbush Avenue,” said 
Maxi Eugene, who has 
lived in the area for four 
decades and is brother to 
local Councilman Mathieu 
Eugene. “Just look at how 
many people are here.”

Markowitz, who now 
works as an outer-borough 
tourism czar for the city, 
was among the host of lo-

cal politicos who were no 
less visibly wowed by the 
theater’s reopening.

Ross is the fi rst act of  a 
2015 schedule packed with 
bold-faced names , includ-
ing Gladys Knight, Crosby, 
Stills, and Nash, and the 
Moscow Ballet.

“We’ve got a lot of foot-
prints coming here from 
all over the city,” Flatbush 
Assemblywoman Rod-
neyse Bichotte said. “We 
are really experiencing 
an explosion and enhance-
ment of performing arts in 
Flatbush.”

THEATER
Continued from page 2

BY NOAH HUROWITZ AND NATHAN TEMPEY

Flatbush’s Kings Theatre roared back to life this week, just days after 
news broke that Fort Greene’s Paramount Theatre is on track to reprise 
its role as a gilded performance hall after a half-century as a Long Is-
land University gymnasium. But for every story like these, there are a 
dozen grand old theaters hiding in plain sight, having taken on new 
identities as rug shops, mega-churches, and Modell’s Sporting Goods 
stores. We thought we’d share a taste of some of the picture palaces that 
are hiding in plain sight, including two within a block of the Kings. 

Plaza (later Flatbush Pavilion)
314 Flatbush Ave. between Carlton Avenue and Park 
Place
Built in: 1912 
Closed in: 2004
Now houses: An American Apparel store
Fun fact: Originally known as the Bunny Theater 
after its founder, silent-fi lm star John Bunny. It 
also did a stint as a porn theater. 

Loew’s Oriental Theatre 
1832 86th St. at Bay 19th Street in Bensonhurst
Built in: 1927
Known for: Its vaudeville performances and lavish, faux-Asian decor
Closed in: 1995
Now houses: A Marshalls department store
Fun fact: By the time it closed, the theater’s grand main room had been divided 
up twice, making it a triplex.

Albemarle Theatre
973 Flatbush Ave. at Albemarle Road
Built in: 1921
Closed in: 1984
Now houses: A Jehovah’s Witnesses 
hall
Fun fact: The marquee advertised the 
1982 movie “Creepshow” for years after 
a fi re damaged the theater and forced it 
to close.

Rialto Theatre
1085 Flatbush Ave. at Cortelyou Road
Built in: 1916
Closed in: 1976
Now houses: Cortelyou Road Church of God
Fun fact: During the era of silent movies, the theater employed a small orchestra 
and organist to accompany fi lms and play during intermission.

How Loew’s can you go?
We’ve tracked down Brooklyn’s forgotten theaters
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