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Queen 5"Foam
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Twin, Full and King sizes available
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FREE Pillows!
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55%OFF
12" Koolgel Hybrid  
Memory Foam, Gel, & 
individually wrapped 

Coil Innerspring

$89999

Queen Set
List $1999

50%OFF
Luxury Pillowtop

$99999

Queen Set
List $1999

60%OFF
Premium Plush

$69999

Queen Set
List $1799

50%OFF
Premium Firm

$59999

Queen Set
List $1199

50%OFF
Firm Euro Top

$29999

Queen Set
List $599

55%OFF
Luxury Firm or Plush

$129999

Queen Set
List $2999

55%OFF
Luxury Firm or Plush

$149999

Queen Set
List $3499

Medium Soft
$179999

Queen Set

WORLD CLASS TEMPUR-CLOUD

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE

50%OFF
Luxury Firm

$79999

Queen Set
List $1599

LOWEST

PRICE
EVER!

LOWEST

PRICE
EVER!

LOWEST

PRICE
EVER!

Engineered to cushion for pressure relief, provide airflow for cool,
consistent sleep, and flex for support. SomniGel’s real gel construction is

hypoallergenic, nontoxic, odorless and free of byproducts.

Stay cool with the help of our comfy Sleep Options Cool 
Gel Mattresses. For a cool, luxurious and responsive night sleep 

with unmatched support & durability. 

SAVE
$500

On our newest 
Gel technologies

See store for details.

UP 
TO

Great Deals All D
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Sheepshead Bay’s assmebly-
man is giving the governor 
the bird. 

Assemblyman Steven Cym-
browitz (D–Sheepshead Bay) 
has reintroduced legislation 
—  which Gov. Cuomo vetoed in 
December  — intended to save 
his district’s mute swans from 
the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation’s plan 
to eradicate the birds over the 
next decade by rounding them 
up and gassing them, or shoot-
ing them out of the sky.

The original bill, spon-
sored in the Senate by state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D–Queens), 
passed both houses last year 
but was shot down by Cuomo, 
whose offi ce told Cymbrowitz 
that the department was cre-
ating a revised swan manage-
ment plan that included parts 
of his legislation.

But the department — 
which considers mute swans 
as a “prohibited invasive spe-
cies” — has still not released 
or commented on the sup-
posed revisions, leading swan 
supporters to doubt that the 
state’s new plan will be an im-
provement, according to a lo-
cal animal-rights activist.

“The feeling with the ad-
vocates is that DEC wants 
to go ahead and still kill the 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Loehmann’s could be getting 
a loft.

Community Board 15 nar-
rowly approved an application 
to re-open a 20-year-old zoning 
variance to allow the owner of 
the Loehmann’s building to 
construct offi ce space on top of 
the existing structure, which 
has been vacant since the de-
partment store chain went out 
of business last year. 

The attorney representing 
owner Alex Levin said the ad-
ditional space is necessary to 
keep the building viable be-
cause the cellar space was so 
severely damaged during Hur-
ricane Sandy that it now rents 
for about 40 percent less than 
before the superstorm — and 
the only way to make up the 
difference is to build higher. 

“As with everything that 
took a beating during Sandy, 
its value has decreased,” said 
attorney Eric Palatnik, “and 
consequently, the rent that the 
owner could charge for that 
space no longer could com-
mand what they once did.”

But one local activist ar-
gued virtually every resident 
and business near the water 

CB15 OKs 
a rooftop 
expansion

Continued on page 15Continued on page 15
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Gianna Cozzoli, who played Cornelia Collins in the production of “Hairspray” by the Fillmore Academy 
Drama Club at PS 207 on Feb. 5, belts a tune. For more on the hair-raising event, see page 13. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Nicest kids in town

LOEHMANN’S 
TO GO HIGHSwan 

song 
encore

INVASIVE SPECIES?: A swan that 
calls Brooklyn home. 
 Photo by Anne-Katrin Titze
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Borough President Adams is 
getting along with Israel much 
better than President Obama 
these days.

The commander-in-chief’s 
tumultuous relationship with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has hit a new 
low in recent weeks as Netan-
yahu heads into an election  ac-
cusing Obama of being weak 
in negotiations on Iran’s nu-
clear program, and the pres-
ident refuses to receive the 
prime minister when he visits 
Congress on March 3 . Adams, 
on the other hand, received Is-
rael’s Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Award during a ceremony be-
fore the Nets game at Barclays 
Center Feb. 2.

The president of the only 
geographic entity that this pa-
per cares about said he was 
honored to accept the award, 
and that he may not have be-
come the president of the 
united community board dis-
tricts of Kings County were it 
not for King.

“I stand on the shoulders 
of giants like Dr. King and the 
trailblazers of the civil rights 
movement,” Adams said. “My 
public service is committed to 
furthering his legacy, advanc-
ing the welfare of every mem-
ber of our human race.”

The Israeli state issues the 
award to individuals who it 
says embody King’s ideals in 
promoting diversity and toler-
ance, qualities the Beep rep-
resents, an Israeli diplomat 
said.

“Adams has dedicated his 
work to building bridges be-
tween peoples of all walks of 
life, upholding the legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,” 
Ido Aharoni said.

He did not say whether 
Obama had been considered 
for the award, but given that 
an unnamed Obama aide re-
cently  told a reporter for The 
Atlantic that Netanyahu is 
“a chicken-s---,”  it seems un-
likely. 

Past recipients of the award 
include former Mayor David 
Dinkins, Rep. Hakeem Jef-
fries (D–Fort Greene), singer 
and activist Harry Belafonte, 
and author Toni Morrison.

Adams isn’t the only one 
feeling the Israeli love as 
Obama feels the Israeli snub. 

Israeli President Reuven 
Rivlin  visited a Christian 
center in East New York last 
month , and Mayor DeBlasio 
met with Jerusalem Mayor 
Nir Barkat on Wednesday.

But not all Israeli visits to 
the borough have been wel-
comed, either. An exhibition 
game between the Nets and 
Maccabi Tel Aviv at the Rust 
Bowl in October drew Pales-
tinian-rights protesters to the 
arena, and ended in a fi ght 
among attendees that  left the 
head of the Sheepshead Bay 

Y with a broken nose and 
an activist facing criminal 
charges .

Israel, of course, faces in-
ternational criticism for its 
own racial policies, which 
activists including former 
president Jimmy Carter have 
likened to South Africa’s pro-
gram of apartheid. At issue 
are the disenfranchisement 
and restriction of movement 
of Palestinians in the occupied 
territories, segregated roads, 
schools, and housing, the bar-
ring of Palestinian exiles from 
returning, and more. Support-
ers of the policies counter that 
the measures are necessary to 
suppress terrorism, including 
military actions by Hamas, 
the party elected to control 
the Gaza Strip. Hamas’s char-
ter calls for the eradication of 
the state of Israel.
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By Vanessa Ogle

Mr. Boombastic is about to get 
extra romantic.  

Singer and former Flatbush 
resident Shaggy will serenade his fans at 
a Valentine’s Day concert at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music on Feb. 14. The 
Jamaica-born crooner said his songs are 
perfect for singles or sweethearts who 
want to enjoy a romantic rendezvous at 
the show. 

“I sing a lot of romantic songs, you 

know,” said Shaggy, who splits his time 
between Jamaica and Long Island. “It is 
all dedicated to the ladies.”

The Grammy-winning singer, who is 
arguably best known for his early-2000s 
hits “It Wasn’t Me” and “Angel,” said the 
show will have a mix of his early music 
— “the classics” — and newer music, 
including his latest single “I Need Your 
Love.” 

The reggae royal will be joined on-
stage with fellow Jamaican singers Maxi 

Priest and Sanchez. Priest and Shaggy 
sang together on the 1996 song “That 
Girl.”

Shaggy, who grew up in Jamaica but 
lived in Flatbush as an adult, said that 
Brooklyn still has some of the Caribbean 
culture he craves, even though it has 
changed tremendously in the past few 
decades. 

“There are lot of Caucasians up in 
there,” he said, but added that not all 
areas have been gentrified. “You still 

have the places where you can get your 
jerk chicken.” 

Shaggy performed a packed show in 
Prospect Park in 2013, and said he always 
looks forward to coming back to the hip-
hop hot-spot.  

“Brooklyn is the Mecca,” he said. 

Shaggy, Maxi Priest, and Sanchez at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.
bam.org]. Feb. 14 at 7 pm. Tickets from $79.

Shaggy brings romance to Brooklyn on Valentine’s Day

Hey, sexy ladies: Shaggy said he is dedicating all 
the songs at his Fort Greene concert to the ladies in 
the crowd. Associated Press / Keystone / Georgios Kefalas

Mr. Lover Lover

Israel gives award to beep as Obama and Netanyahu face off
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CONGRATS!: Borough President Adams, third from left, receives the Martin Luther King, Jr. award from Israeli 
ambassador Ido Aharoni at Barclays Center on Feb. 2, along with Forest City Ratner owner Bruce Ratner.  
  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL

IS REAL: Reuven Rivlin. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Prosecutors indicted two men 
who they say attacked a trans-
gender woman in Bushwick 
last fall, cracking her skull 
and sending her into a coma.

The suspects face an ar-
ray of charges, including as-
sault, weapons possession, 
and menacing, all with hate-
crime enhancements. District 
Attorney Ken Thompson, who 

has created a special division 
of his offi ce  devoted to hate-
crime investigations , said he 
is going to come down hard on 
bias-fueled violence. 

“This was a cowardly, un-
provoked and exceptionally 
vicious attack on an innocent 
person who was targeted be-
cause of her appearance,” 
said Thompson. Police ar-
rested Brownsville resident 

Nashawn Sonds, 25, in De-
cember. A grand jury indicted 
him and a 17-year-old, but the 
indictment was sealed until 
police arrested the teen on 
Wednesday. 

On Oct. 12 of last year, the 
woman and a gay male friend 
were walking on Bushwick 
Avenue near Halsey Street at 
11:20 pm when the defendants 
and one other man started fol-

lowing and yelling at them, po-
lice said. 

“We do not want f------ on 
our block,” they allegedly 
yelled. 

Sonds then allegedly picked 
up a full garbage bag, knocked 
the victim to ground, beat her, 
and threw a piece of Plexiglass 
at her head, knocking her out, 
breaking her head open, and 
causing her to have a seizure, 

according to prosecutors.
The attack was the  second 

apparent hate crime targeting 
gay and transgender people 
in Bushwick in a span of just 
more than two weeks .

Sonds’s attorney says that 
his client was not involved in 
the brutal attack.

“My client is maintaining 
his innocence,” Gregory Ze-
non said. 

BY MAX JAEGER
Police are looking for 
the guys who broke into 
two Coney Island eater-
ies and stole thousands 
of dollars.

The duo smashed 
the front door of Peggy 
O’Neills at 4:40 am on 
Jan. 17 and stole $12,000 
from the MCU Park-ad-
jacent pour house, po-
lice said.

Then the pair kicked 
in a rear door at the 
Popeye’s on Surf Av-
enue between W. 12th 
Street and Stillwell Av-
enue at 2 am on Jan. 
26 and pinched $10,000 
from the manager’s of-
fi ce, law enforcement 
sources said.

Offi cials only de-
scribed the burglars as 
“two males.”

BY VANESSA OGLE
Even these abandoned dogs 
were bundled up for this 
week’s cold snap.

Police from the 61st Pre-
cinct rescued eight dap-
per dogs — all wearing tiny 
sweaters — from an aban-
doned building in Gravesend 
on Feb. 9. 

Authorities say they found 
the precious pooches in a va-
cant home on Ocean Park-
way near Avenue R while re-
sponding to a burglary call. 
A spokesman for the Police 
Department said the owner 
of the property told police 

there were people “camping 
out” in the vacant building — 
but when police arrived, they 
found that the squatters had 
bolted, abandoning the debo-
nair dogs on the third fl oor of 
the property. 

Police say they found the 
cuddly canines huddled to-
gether in their sweaters in-
side of a cage lined with blan-
kets.

A police spokesman said 
the couture canines are 
getting a medical check 
up and all the appropri-
ate shots at the Brooklyn 
branch of Animal Care and 

Short-order crooks swipe $22,000 from Coney eateries

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are searching for a 13-year-old 
girl who disappeared from her home 
in Canarsie on Feb. 4. 

Authorities say Tanisha Pillot 
vanished from her apartment on 
E. 96th Street between Avenues M 
and N at 5 pm. Police say Pillot was 
last seen wearing a blue jacket, blue 
jeans, a white sweatshirt, and a blue 
turban. 

She is 5-foot-3, weighs 150 pounds, 
and wears green-colored contacts.

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are asking for the pub-
lic’s help fi nding three men 
they say robbed a woman’s Co-
ney Island Avenue home on 
Jan. 14. 

Authorities say the three 
suspects robbed the victim’s 
apartment between Avenues R 
and S sometime between 10:45 
am and 6:30 pm. Offi cers say the 
men broke in through the front 
door and stole electronics, jew-
elry, and a leather jacket. 

Police say the fi rst suspect 
was wearing a hat and gray 
jacket, the second suspect 
was wearing green pants and 
a brown sweatshirt, and the 
third suspect was wearing a 
tan jacket.  

PRECIOUS PUPS: Police from the 61st Precinct rescued eight sweater-
wearing dogs from an abandoned building in Gravesend on Feb. 9. 
 NYPD

KEEP THE TIP: Police say these guys broke into two Coney Island eateries last 
month and stole thousands of dollars. NYPD

The dollar menu

Dapper dogs rescued 
by cops in Gravesend

Police are asking anyone with information to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577–TIPS, log on 
to  www.nypdcrimestoppers.com , or text tips to 274637 and enter “TIP577.”

Cops seek trio of burglars in Sheepshead Bay

THE THREE STOOGES: Police are looking for these three men who they 
say robbed a woman’s home in Sheepshead Bay on Jan. 14. NYPD

Girl, 13, vanishes in Canarsie

MISSING: Tanisha Pillot. 
 NYPD

District Attorney charges two in Bushwick anti-transgender attack
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BY MAX JAEGER
The demographics of once-heavily Ital-
ian Bay Ridge may have changed over 
the decades, but on the micro level, Ital-
ians still rule the Ridge.

A Weill Cornell Medical College 
study of bacteria in city subway sta-
tions released on Feb. 5 found half of 
Bay Ridge’s stations are crawling with 
Enterococcus italicus, a bacteria used 
to make Italian Piemontese cheeses. 

Residents were understandably 
shocked.

“Get outta here!” said Elizabeth Mo-
naco, a Ridgite of Italian descent who 
owns Monaco’s Bakery. “Don’t tell me 
it’s the stuff they make the mozzarella 
with. Fuggedaboutit, everybody would 
stop eating cheese.”

But the bacteria isn’t dangerous, a 
researcher said.

“If you like pizza, these are your 
best friends,” said Christopher Mason, 
a geneticist at Cornell and the study’s 
senior author.

Bacteria is integral to forming for-
maggio, said Stephanie Pearson, who 
sells cheese at ALC Italian Grocery on 
Third Avenue. The little critters eat 
milk fat, turning it into lactic acid and 
helping separate cheesy curd from wa-
tery whey, she said.

In fact, E. italicus could prevent 
harmful bacteria from spreading 
throughout the city, according to Ma-
son.

“These bacteria may even be help-
ful, since they can out-compete any 
dangerous bacteria,” he said.

The microbes probably hitched 
a ride on straphangers’ clothes and 
hands, Mason said.

The news that trillions of E. italicus 
organisms inhabit the turnstiles at 
the Bay Ridge Avenue and 86th Street 
stations fl ies in the face of the conven-
tional wisdom that Italian-Americans 
are decamping from Bay Ridge and 
other Brooklyn enclaves. The Ridge 
has just 11,791 folks claiming Italian 
ancestry — 16.2 percent of the area’s 

population — according to 2009–2013 
census data. 

Many left the Ridge for more bu-
colic environs, Monaco said.

“They all jumped ship to Staten Is-
land,” she said.

But the census doesn’t tally micro-
bial organisms, which could number 
in the trillions on each turnstile, Ma-
son said.

And talk about locally sourced in-
gredients — Mason said someone could 
use the E. italicus from 86th Street to 
make their own Parmigiano-Ridge-
iano, though he didn’t recommend it.

But Pearson pointed out that it 
wouldn’t be the fi rst time enterpris-
ing cooks have cultivated thier own 
micro-biotics.

“Like the hipster that grew yeast in 
his beard and brewed beer out of it, its 
the same concept,” she said, referring to 
 brewmaster John “More Hops” Maier 
of Rogue Ales in Newport, Oregon .

Ridge subways crawling with cheese bacteria

TASTES LIKE HOME: Stephanie Pearson of 
ALC Italian Grocery in Bay Ridge holds up 
two sections of Parmigiano-Reggiano — just 
one of the many cheeses that could be pro-
duced using the bacteria found on Ridge 
subway turnstiles by Weill Cornell Medical 
College. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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Do you have knee pain 
from arthritis or a 
torn meniscus? Do 

you have shoulder pain from 
arthritis or a torn rotator 
cuff? Do you have back pain 
from arthritis, herniated 
discs or degenerative discs?

Here’s good news. There is 
a revolutionary non-surgical 
treatment called prolother-
apy that has been proven to 
be 80% successful with these 
types of chronic pain. When 
knee, shoulder or back pain 
does not respond to usual 
treatments, the most likely 
reason is because the real 
cause of pain is the weak-
ened or torn ligaments and 
tendons. Ligaments and ten-
dons are strong fibers that 
support and stabilize the 
shoulder, knee and back.

It is easy to find out if your 
knee or shoulder problem 
is due to weakened or torn 
ligaments or tendons. Press 
your knuckle on the inside 

of your knee beginning just 
above the knee going to 
below the knee. If it hurts a 
lot, then most likely, the ten-
dons and ligaments are torn. 
You can do the same proce-
dure in the front and back of 
the shoulder. If it really hurts 
when you press your knuckle 

on the knee and shoulder, 
then you are a good candi-
date for prolotherapy.

Prolotherapy is also used 
to treat chronic pain in the 
elbow, ankle and wrist (car-
pal tunnel). It is an excel-
lent treatment for “whip-
lash” injuries and headaches 

following car accidents. 
Prolotherapy has been used 
extensively for chronic back 
and neck pain.

Prolotherapy is a treat-
ment that increases blood 
flow to the damaged tendons 
and ligaments and stimu-
lates repair and healing. If 
done by a doctor well expe-
rienced in prolotherapy, it is 
a simple and safe treatment 
with a very high permanent 
success rate.

Dr. George Stuart Hackett, 
an orthopedic surgeon, 
started prolotherapy in 1939. 
Dr. Hackett, dubbed as the 
“Father of Prolotherapy”, had 
treated about 1,600 patients 
in a period of 19 years. Eighty 
two percent of these patients 
obtained good permanent 
relief.

A scientific study done at 
the Samsun Medical Clinic 
and University of California 
at San Diego was published 
in the Journal of Spinal 

Disorders in 1993. It showed 
prolotherapy to have an 
amazing 87% success rate.

Before you, your family 
and friends undergo surgery 
for chronic knee or shoul-
der pain, you should check 
out prolotherapy. To learn 
more about prolotherapy, 

go on www.yourpro-
lo.com, Facebook/
Dr.Castillo’s Pain 
Relief Center or call 
A.N.L. del Castillo, 
M.D. at 718-966-8120.

 Dr. Castillo is the most 
experienced board certified 
pain management special-
ist in Brooklyn and Staten 
Island with 33 years experi-
ence in this field. 

His office is located 
at 9731 4th Avenue, 
Brooklyn and 126 
Wieland Avenue, 
Staten Island.

Don’t Let Pain in Your Shoulder, Knee or 
Back Affect Your Quality of Life!

month-to-month
contract!

Better gym.  Better price.

* Requires a one-time enrollment fee, recurring anual fee, and any applicable tax. Visit the club or MySportsClubs.com for details.  
Offer available only at these clubs. Other restrictions and fees may apply.

MySportsClubs.com

$1995
*

BROOKLYN BELT 
1736 Shore Parkway • 718.714.4653

MIDWOOD 
1630 East 15th Street • 718.375.0026
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A freshman councilman is 
out as leader of the Brooklyn 
Council delegation after a coup 
by his colleagues.

Pols ousted fi rst-term 
Councilman Carlos Menchaca 
(D–Red Hook) and replaced 
him with Mark Treyger (D–
Coney Island) on Feb. 5. Trey-
ger said the group that voted 
Menchaca out thought he had 
failed as a leader, but stopped 
short of saying he shared their 
view.

“There was a lot of frus-
tration expressed by many 
people that things that should 
have been happening were 
not happening,” he said. “I’m 
not looking to assign blame. 
Sometimes it’s an issue of 
chemistry.”

Lawmakers were angry 
that Menchaca (inset) didn’t 
schedule regular meetings, 
and the delegation hadn’t con-
vened since early September, 
Treyger said.

The Council delegation is 
tasked with representing the 
borough during citywide bud-
get negotiations, and makes 

appointments to agencies such 
as the Economic Development 
Corporation. One council-
man who was in the room last 
Thursday said the delegation 
had missed the opportunity 
to make several appointments 
as months went by without a 
meeting. 

The insurgent pols spared 
delegation chairwoman Coun-
cilwoman Darlene Mealy (D–

Crown Heights), indicating 
that they called the vote with 
the intention of unseating 
Menchaca. 

The apparent coup comes 
on the heels of a spat between 
Menchaca and the mayor’s of-
fi ce over a $115-million devel-
opment project at the South 
Brooklyn Marine Terminal 
in Sunset Park, which was 
 scuttled after Menchaca de-
manded more control over the 
process . The Economic Devel-
opment Corporation pulled the 
plug and called Menchaca’s 
demands “confounding,” ac-
cording to a Crain’s New York 
Business report. 

Menchaca has championed 
community input in munici-
pal projects, even such minor 
ones as installing bathrooms 
in a Red Hook park, which he 
 nixed after local gadfl ies com-
plained the privvies would 
take up precious green space 
at a series of meetings . 

Menchaca’s ouster comes 
shortly before the beginning 
of the citywide budgeting pro-
cess, and observers speculate 
that delegates were worried 

that Menchaca’s soured rela-
tionship with city leadership 
would get in the way of nego-
tiating for the borough’s best 
interest. Treyger didn’t want 
to touch that conjecture with a 
10-foot pole.

“My role in accepting the 
nomination has nothing to do 
with that,” he said.

Menchaca has not shied 
away from controversy in his 

fi rst year in offi ce. In the As-
sembly primary Menchaca 
backed political neophyte Ce-
sar Zuniga against incumbent 
Felix Ortiz (D–Red Hook). At 
a victory party, Ortiz laughed 
heartily when a pal  made a joke 
in Spanish about Menchaca 
not having testicles , and Ortiz 
seems to maintain the grudge, 
tweeting his congratulations 

Brooklyn pols say Red Hook councilman is unfi t to lead

NEW LEADERSHIP: Coney Island Councilman Mark Treyger replaces Red 
Hook’s Carlos Menchaca as leader of the Brooklyn Council delegation.
 File photo by Steve Solomonson

THUMBS DOWN: Rookie Council-
man Carlos Menchaca has been 
ousted fron the leadership of the 
Brooklyn Council delegation. 
 File photo by Natalie Musumeci

Coup in the Council
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Masked bandit
A goon with a ski mask robbed a 

Fifth Avenue store on Feb. 7. 
The fi end fl ew into the store be-

tween 85th and 86th streets in Bay 
Ridge between 12:55 am and 1:05 am, 
demanded the cash, and fl ed with 
$400, a police report states.

Basement burglar
A tool fan broke into a 70th Street 

basement and took $1,349 worth of 
power tools between Feb. 3 and Feb. 
4. 

The burglar made his way into 
the building between 12th and 13th 
avenues in Dyker Heights between 4 
pm on Tuesday and 7:10 am the next 
day, police said.

Purse pinched
A jerk took a woman’s unat-

tended purse from a supermarket 
at the corner of Eighth Avenue and 
64th Street in Bay Ridge on Jan. 10. 

The victim set her purse down 
and went into the john at 3 pm, but 
when she returned, the purse con-
taining $300, credit cards, and an 
iPhone 6 was gone, police said. 

Fake estate agent
A scammer conned a woman out 

of $1,150 between Jan. 24 and Jan. 
29. 

The grifter posted an ad for an 
apartment on Senator Street be-
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Bay Ridge, and the victim wired the 
guy cash to rent the pad — only to 
fi nd out later that the guy took the 
money and ran, police said.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Screwy attacker
A screwdriver-wielding maniac 

attacked a guy on 76th Street on 
Feb. 3. 

The victim was between 17th and 
18th avenues in Bensonhurst at 8:40 
am when the wacko slashed him on 
the head. 

The victim told law enforcement 
offi cials he did not know his at-
tacker, a police report states.

Punks cuffed
Police arrested four of the fi ve 

suspects who they said attacked two 
off-duty cops on 15th Avenue on Feb. 
8. 

A group of 17-year-olds were be-
tween Independence and Cropsey 
avenues in Bath Beach at 12:20 am, 
when one male and one female of-
fi cer identifi ed themselves as cops, 
authorities said. 

Then the teens allegedly savaged 
the pair, punching and kicking the 
offi cers, a police report states. 

Shocking robbery
A ne’er-do-well robbed a guy on 

Bay 29th Street with a fl ashlight-
mounted stun gun on Feb. 29. 

The cretin held the guy up be-
tween 86th Street and Benson Ave-
nue in Bath Beach at 9:30 pm, police 
said. 

He grabbed the victim, threat-
ened to zap him, then took $60 and 
a cellphone and fl ed toward Benson 
Avenue, a police report states. 

Bodega bandit
A gun-toting goon robbed a 61st 

Street deli on Feb. 3. 
The gunman — who cops say is 

in his 30s — fl ew into the deli be-
tween 61st and 62nd streets at 1 pm, 
brandishing a black handgun, and 
ran behind the counter, police said. 

The brute took $1,000 from the 
register and another $1,000 from the 
clerk before fl eeing toward 21st Av-
enue on 61st Street, a police report 
states.

Gym rat
Someone is stealing stuff from 

secured lockers in a gym on 86th 
Street between 20th and 21st Ave-
nues in Bensonhurst.

• First, the thief took unidenti-
fi ed items from a woman’s locker 
while she was working out at 11:30 
am on Feb. 3, police said. 

The woman locked the locker 
and exercised. When she came 
back, it was still secured, but she 
noticed things were missing once 
she opened it, a police report states. 

She reported the incident to man-
agement, and a gym employee took 
her to an outside garbage can where 
she recovered some of her effects, a 
police report states.

• The next day, a woman hit the 
gym at 2:30 pm and secured her stuff 
in a locker, but she later returned to 
fi nd someone had taken a handbag 
containing $308 and credit cards, a 
police report states.

Law enforcement reports iden-
tify a suspect, but police have not 
arrested her, court records show.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Elevator stick-up
A rough rogue robbed a Bayview 

Avenue woman of $600 on Feb. 3. 
The victim was waiting for an 

elevator in her building between 

Neptune Avenue and W. 33rd Street 
at 7:14 pm. When the lift arrived, a 
stranger pushed her in, pinned her 
against a wall, and said, “this is a 
stick-up,” before grabbing the cash 
and fl eeing, police said.

Weasel cuffed
Police arrested a 20-year-old 

man who they said had sex with a 
13-year-old girl multiple times be-
tween October and February. 

The suspect allegedly brought 
the girl to his home on Brighton 
Third Street between Ocean View 
Avenue and Brighton Beach Avenue 
and allegedly had sex with her fi ve 
times since Oct. 31, a criminal com-
plaint states.

Chair therapy
Police arrested a guy who they 

said threw a seat at a 51-year-old 
nurse at an Ocean Parkway hospi-
tal on Feb. 2. 

The accused chair-chucker was 
in the emergency room of the medi-
cal center at Shore Parkway at 7:14 
pm when he reportedly let the seat 
fl y at a nurse, hitting her in the hand 
and causing swelling and bruises, a 
criminal complaint states. 

Police could not specify why the 
man was in the hospital, a spokes-
man said.

Gravesend burglar
A brash burglar busted down the 

front doors of two Gravesend resi-
dences on Feb. 5.

• The fi rst break-in went down 
at 10 am on Avenue Z between W. 
First and W. Second streets, police 
said. The burglar took jewelry and 
$1,800, police said. 

• Hours later, at 2 pm, someone 
busted into a home on West Street 
between Shore Parkway and Ave-
nue Z and took $4,000, according to 
law enforcement sources. 

Thieving tot
A sneaky preteen slipped a phone 

from a woman’s pocket on the cor-
ner of Harway Avenue and Bay 49th 
Street on Feb. 5. 

The victim was waiting for her 
child to get out of school at 2 pm 
when the kid, who police say was 
about 12 years old, walked up and 
took the woman’s $800 phone from 
her coat pocket, police said. 

The victim didn’t realize what 
had happened until the girl was 
gone, a police report states.

— Max Jaeger

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Big burglary
Two ruthless crooks stole thou-

sands of dollars in cash and jewelry 
from a woman’s home on E. 29th 
Street on Feb. 7, cops say.

Police say the two thieves broke 
into the home near Voorhies Av-
enue at 8:50 pm. The victim came 
home during the robbery and when 
she heard voices on the second fl oor, 
she called her son, according to a 
police report. 

Cops say the burglars stole $2,600 
in cash, 29 pieces of jewelry, and a 
watch.

The victim said the men fl ed on 
foot down E. 28th Street.

Bad timing
A sneak stole a woman’s watches 

and personal documents from her 
home on E. 11th Street on Feb. 6.

Cops say the burglar busted into 
the home near Avenue Z at 10:30 
pm. The crook entered through the 
woman’s bedroom window and stole 
her Social Security card, passport, 
and watches.

Airing dirty laundry
Two good-for-nothings stole a 

cash machine from a laundry sta-
tion in an apartment on E. 13th 
Street on Feb. 3, according to au-
thorities.

Offi cers say crooks stole the ma-
chine from a building near Gra-
vesend Neck Road at 11 pm. 

The thieves entered the laundry 
room through a rear entrance and 
dashed off with the machine, ac-
cording to a report.

Speedy sneak
An opportunistic thief stole a 

woman’s car — with her keys still 
inside while she unloaded items — 
from her home on E. 29th Street on 
Feb. 3, according to a report.

Cops say the car crook snatched 
the vehicle, which had the car keys 
in the ignition, near Quentin Road 
at 12:18 pm. 

Police say the thief jumped into 
the car while the victim was un-
loading items from the vehicle into 
her home.

Van villain
Police say a crafty crook stole a 

van from Quentin Road on Feb. 3.
Authorities say the good-for-

nothing sped off in the vehicle, 
which was parked between E. 
Fourth and Fifth streets, sometime 
before 9 am. 

Offi cers say there was no sign of 
broken glass or drag marks at the 
scene of the crime.

— Vanessa Ogle
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BY VANESSA OGLE
The people have spoken. Now, 
it’s up to the politicians.

Community Board 15 voted 
20–2 in favor of supporting a 
zoning change that would al-
low the Cherry Hill Gourmet 
Market,  which opened ille-
gally in the landmarked Lun-
dy’s building in 2009 , to oper-
ate lawfully within the Special 
Sheepshead Bay District on the 
waterfront after a public hear-
ing on Feb. 3. The proposal now 
goes to the Department of City 
Planning for a fi nal ruling — 
but with both the local coun-
cilman and Borough President 
Adams recommending the city 
reject the proposal.

Dozens of residents turned 
out to support Cherry Hill, 
 which won over many locals 
after it reopened quickly fol-
lowing the devastation of 
Hurricane Sandy  when other 
storefronts in the hard-hit 
community remained shut-
tered for months.

  Sheepshead Bay’s special 
zoning — established in 1973 
— limits commercial land 
use in the waterfront district 
to tourism-oriented develop-
ments such as restaurants, 

candy stores, bookstores, and 
gift shops . 

One of several Cherry Hill 
employees who spoke at the 
meeting said he believes the 
special zoning is outdated and 
doesn’t refl ect the wishes of 
the residents — many of whom, 

like the owners of the market, 
are Russian immigrants. 

“I can’t believe this is 
2015,” said Noah Yevolayev. “I 
understand the zoning issue, 
however, the neighborhood 
has changed. The time has 
changed.”

One resident said the rezon-
ing is part of a larger fi ght for 
recognition for the area’s Rus-
sian immigrants, making a hy-
perbolic comparison to the civil 
rights movement.

“Today is my ‘Selma,’ ” said 
Raisa Chernina,  referring to 
the recent movie depicting 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s fi ght 
for equal rights.  “If we didn’t 
stand for our community, 
we’re going to lose.”

But a longtime local who 
opposes the market said the 
zoning must be enforced to 
protect the area for the future 
generations, regardless of 
their background.

“Zoning is designed so ev-
erything works together,” said 
Steve Barrison, president of 
the Bay Improvement Group, 
who was booed throughout 
the meeting by Cherry Hill 
supporters. “You’re suggest-
ing we throw out the zoning 

because certain uses or de-
mographics or immigration 
changes happen? The special 
district is designed to last 150–
200 years.”

The local councilman said 
he didn’t want to shut down 
the popular market, but found 
fault with the vague word-
ing of the zoning amendment, 
which would change the zon-
ing for the entire Lundy’s 
building, instead of just allow-
ing the supermarket. 

“I believe and I feel that we 
need to make sure that small 
businesses succeed, people 
have jobs,” said Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheep-
shead Bay), “but we need to do 
this right.”

The board did make an 
oral amendment to limit the 
scope of the zoning change, 
but Deutsch said he would still 
withhold his support.

Adams weighed in the 
day after the vote, reiterating 
Deutsch’s concern about the 
overly broad language and 
recommending that the city 
deny the zoning change.

Some opponents also took 
issue with the fact that the 
board was one vote shy of a 

quorum when it approved the 
change because one member 
left the meeting early before 
the Cherry Hill vote. CB15 
Chairwoman Theresa Scavo 
said that the vote still stands 
because no one called for an-
other headcount after the 
member left.

“The quorum is 23 but 
when it came time, no one 
made a motion to vote that we 
lost the quorum,” said Scavo.

In a late twist, Deutsch now 
maintains that the board actu-
ally needed 24 members for a 
quorum, and every vote taken 
at the meeting should be null 
and void, but since commu-
nity board votes are purely ad-
visory, the point is moot. 

 The fi nal decision by the 
city is expected on Feb. 18, and 
because the board’s vote con-
tradicts the recommendations 
of both Deutsch and the beep, 
Scavo said the city’s ultimate 
decision is impossible to pre-
dict. But she senses momen-
tum to settle a controversy that 
has been drawn out for more 
than six years.

“Everyone seems to be on 
board to come to a conclu-
sion,” said Scavo.

FIGHTING FOR HER FUTURE: 
Cherry Hill employee Kamola Ni-
yazova’s voice cracked as she 
begged the community board to 
let her keep her job. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

CB15 approves grocer, future still uncertain
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BY VANESSA OGLE
These hair-oes and hair-oines 
are a cut above the rest.

Fillmore Academy Drama 
Club students from PS 207 per-
formed the hit musical “Hair-
spray” in Marine Park on Feb. 
5. The youngsters donned 

1960s garb to fi t the show’s era, 
and took to the stage in loud 
plaid skirts, cardigans, and 
polka dot attire.

The stage — which was 
decorated with an array of 
colorful circular cutouts in 
sky blue, bubble gum pink, 

and bright orange — mim-
icked the color scheme of the 
“Hairspray” performances 
on Broadway.  

Throughout the show, PS 
207’s stars swayed, shimmied, 
sang and — most importantly 
— shined. 

DYNAMIC DUOS: (Above) Jack Harkin, who played Link Larkin, and Priya 
Sagar, who played Tracy Turnblad, strike a pose during the production 
of “Hairspray” by the Fillmore Academy Drama Club at PS 207 on Feb. 5. 
(Left) Krish Sagar, at left, played Wilbur Turnblad, and Grace Capozucca 
played Edna Turnblad. Photos by Steve Solomonson

A period piece in Marine Park
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In the Business of Caring
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This Chinese Theater Works production was 
paid in part with funds from the New York State 
Council on the Arts and the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs.

Prospect Park Zoo ���������	

Year of the Sheep 2015
Join us for a Chinese cultural celebration 
dedicated to animals and good fortune! 

Meet our sheep and enjoy traditional 
performances by a local theater group, 
Chinese Theatre Works.

Other special activities include 
calligraphy workshop and special crafts. 

Saturday February 21 and Sunday February 22
11am – 4pm throughout the Zoo

For more information visit prospectparkzoo.com

swans,” said David Karopkin, orga-
nizer of GooseWatch NYC. “They’re 
just trying to fi nd a way to do it with-
out a PR headache.”

The Department of Environmental 
Conservation said last year  it wanted 
to exterminate the mute swan popula-
tion because the birds destroy aquatic 
vegetation, displace native wildlife 
species, damage the water quality, at-
tack residents, and pose a threat to 
aviation . But the assemblyman said 
there is no concrete proof of the de-
partment’s claims. 

“There is no hard and clear evi-
dence that mute swans are the kind 
of dangerous and damaging presence 
that DEC suggests,” said Cymbrow-
itz in a statement, adding that resi-
dents support the birds that have be-
come iconic waterfront staples. “As 
far as my constituents are concerned, 
they’re beautiful birds and the offi cial 
policy should be ‘live and let live.’ ”

Karopkin said he hopes the mute 
swan bill not only saves the swans but 
also starts public discussion about the 
importance of living in harmony with 
all of the city’s wildlife.

“Big picture — we need protocols to 
deal with these situations that are hu-
mane and protective,” he said.

Continued from cover

SWAN BILL

suffered from Hurricane Sandy — and 
approving one owner’s request sets a 
dangerous precedent. 

“Loehmann’s wants to ask for 
a Sandy variance because they got 
fl ooded. Guess what? So did thousands 
and thousands of other people in every 
community across the waterfront,” 
said Steve Barrison, the president of 
the Bay Improvement Group. “Did 
they get a variance? Did they get to 
build more? Are you saying every sin-
gle property owner that was fl ooded 
gets to build more? You gotta think 
about the consequences.”  

Another concern is that the expan-
sion plans include fewer than half of 
the additional parking spaces that reg-
ulations demand for the added offi ce 
spaces, which would leave employees 
and shop patrons with a mere 198 total 
spaces rather than the required 215.

An elected offi cial who attended  a 

meeting in November with represen-
tatives of the owner and a small group 
of residents to discuss tentative plans 
for the building  said he doesn’t sup-
port the current project — and park-
ing problems are one of his main con-
cerns. 

“The application that was submit-
ted is not going to fl y with me, but it’s 
something that we’re having ongoing 
talks about,” said Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay). “There 
were a number of issues of concern — 
especially after Hurricane Sandy — 
and the parking issues and technical 
stuff that still needs to be addressed.”

The project still needs approval 
from the Board of Standards and Ap-
peals but Barrison said if the proj-
ect goes through, it could destroy the 
neighborhood strip of restaurants and 
boutique gift shops — modeled on wa-
terfront cities around that world — 
that is supposed to be a seaside staple.

“We wanted waterfront maritime 
use like you see everywhere else in the 
world,” he said.  

OFFICE SPACE: Community Board 15 approved a request from the owner of the Loehmann’s 
building to add offi ce space to the top of the building. Corporate Design of America

Continued from cover

LOEHMANN’S

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A rookie cop will face criminal charges 
for shooting and killing a Red Hook 
man in an East New York public hous-
ing development, according to a police 
union rep.

Responding to reports that a grand 
jury had indicted Offi cer Peter Liang 
for  Akai Gurley’s death in a stairwell 
of the Louis H. Pink Houses , the head 
of the Patrolmen’s Benevolent Asso-
ciation confi rmed the indictment and 
defended Liang in a statement, saying 
the high crime-rate of the development 
was a factor.

“This offi cer deserves the same due 
process afforded to anyone involved in 
the accidental death of another,” Pat-
rick Lynch said. “The fact the he was 
assigned to patrol one most danger-
ous housing projects in New York City 
must be considered among the circum-
stances of this tragic accident.”

Gurley died on Nov. 20 after Li-
ang shot him once in the chest in the 
building’s stairwell, cops said. Liang 
and his partner, who has not been 
charged, were patrolling the stair-
well, and Liang had his gun drawn 
as he descended, according to police. 
He let off at least one round without 
warning when Gurley entered the 
stairwell one fl ight down, according 
to the NYPD.

In the wake of the killing, police 
Commissioner Bill Bratton declared it 
an accident and called Gurley a “total 
innocent.”

Lynch has also vehemently de-
fended Offi cer Daniel Pantaleo, who, 
with other offi cers, killed Gowanus 
native Eric Garner in Staten Island in 
July, saying that the chokehold Pan-
taleo used on Garner was a “ textbook 
takedown maneuver .” Lynch blamed 
Mayor DeBlasio and the protesters 
calling for Pantaleo’s indictment for 
the murder of two policemen in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant in December. 

In a statement responding to Li-

ang’s indictment, DeBlasio stressed 
that he wasn’t confi rming it, and that 
people should avoid passing judge-
ment for now. 

“It has been reported that a Brook-
lyn grand jury has acted in this 
case,” he said. “No matter the specifi c 
charges, this case is an unspeakable 
tragedy for the Gurley family. We urge 
everyone to respect the judicial pro-
cess as it unfolds.”

The prosecution came as welcome 
news to an attorney representing Gur-
ley’s girlfriend in a $50-million law-
suit against the city, though a criminal 
trial would delay the suit.

“This is the fi rst step toward jus-
tice,” Scott Rynecki said. “At this point, 
we will let justice take its course.”

Liang turned himself in on Wednes-
day, according to reports. The District 
Attorney’s Offi ce declined to com-
ment, but issued a tersely worded advi-
sory saying that District Attorney Ken 
Thompson is meeting with reporters 
Feb. 11, adding:

“No further information will be 
released until then as the results of 
the grand jury’s deliberations remain 
sealed as a matter of law.”

Rookie in court for killing unarmed man

GONE: Akai Gurley died on Nov. 20 after he 
was shot in a dark public housing stairwell 
by a rookie cop who now faces charges. 
 Explore Talent

Union: Cop will face 
charges in shooting

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838  Fax: 718-646-4659

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.
That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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EM
BARGO

PREVENTIV
O

DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Senior, Disabled, and Veteran Homeowners 
May Qualify for Exemptions, but Must Apply.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Do Not Delay. Respond Today!

Department of

Finance

Jacques Jiha, Ph.D.
Commissioner

Department of

Environmental Protection

Emily Lloyd
Commissioner

Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development

Vicki Been
Commissioner
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BOROUGH WIDE

That’s right, Standing O gave a 
shout-out to borough daughter Lisann 

Valentine only two short years ago for 
her “in-front” 
of the camera 
performance 
because we 
know talent 
when we see 
it. Lisann 
is now back 
“behind-the-
camera” and 
is making her 
directorial de-

but with her fi lm “Our Quiet Night.” 
Her goal is to tell stories that can 

impact lives.
“I want to let my audience know 

about the struggles and strength of 
women, especially when it comes to 
family,” she told Standing O. “The fi rst 
example of that strength came from 
my mother and that’s what sparked 
the idea for this fi lm.”

Lisann sets her story in Brooklyn 
during the holidays, but it’s so much 
more than that, she claims.

“It’s about faith and love,” she said.
“Our Quiet Night” will be shown on 

Feb. 15, the day after the holiday of love, 
with six other short fi lms, as part of the 
sophomore launch of Filmomaniac at 
Subject L.E.S. Showtime is 7 pm. 

When Standing O fi rst met Lisann 
in October of 2012 she said, “My goal is 
to be the best example of what women — 
specifi cally Latinas — are capable of.” 
She is certainly living up to that goal. 

Admission is free so take that spe-
cial someone over the bridge, and go 
celebrate some love and faith.

Subject L.E.S. [188 Suffolk St. at 
E. Houston Street in the East Village, 
Manhattan; (646) 422–7898].

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Creative arts
It’s that time again. Assemblyman 

Steven Cymbrowitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) is inviting all students in grades 
three through 12 who either live in or 
go to school in the 45th Assembly Dis-
trict to participate in the 2015 Holocaust 
Memorial Creative Arts Contest. 

Essays should be 500 words maxi-
mum. Artwork can be any medium or 
multimedia. Performance DVDs can 
be interpretive dance, theatrical per-
formance and-or song. Written class-
group projects should be presented in 
book form. For class-group projects, 
please provide a complete class list 
with your school’s name and class num-
ber, including each student’s name, ad-
dress, and phone number. Projects not 
picked up after the ceremony become 
the property of the contest sponsors. 

All entries must be received at the as-
semblyman’s offi ce by March 13. 

Assemblyman Steven Cymbrowitz’s 
district offi ce [1800 Sheepshead Bay 
Rd. at Emmons Avenue in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 743–4078; e-mail cymbros@
assembly.state.ny.us].

GRAVESEND

Tax help 
Assemblymember William Colton 

(D–Gravesend) will be providing as-
sistance to community members in de-
termining eligibility and completing 
the Form NYC 208 (the New York City 

Enhanced Real Property Tax Credit 
for Homeowners and Renters). Quali-
fi ed individuals can pick up the form 
at his offi ce and submit it individually. 
Staff can provide language assistance 
in Russian and Chinese.

Assemblyman William Colton’s dis-
trict offi ce [155 Kings Hwy. at W. 13th 
Street in Gravesend, (718) 236–1598].

BUSHWICK

Breathing easier
A warm welcome to another bor-

ough daughter, Meghan Pope, who is 
the newest member of the New York 

City Leadership Board of the Ameri-
can Lung Association of the North-
east. 

Meghan is the founder and presi-
dent of OPAL Advising, a full-service 
consultancy for small and mid-size 
businesses.

Her grandmother died from a smok-
ing-related-illness and suffered from 
emphysema she explained, and getting 
involved was a natural progression for 
her. 

“I knew I wanted to get involved 
with a non-profi t organization dedi-
cated to improving public health,” 
she said. “Given my strategic back-
ground and my personal background 
it quickly became clear that the Lung 
Association’s leadership board was 
the right opportunity.”

Association bigs think she’s a good 
fi t, too.

“We are honored to have Meghan 
Pope join us,” said Jeff Seyler, presi-
dent chief executive offi cer. 

Standing O wishes Meghan good 
luck in her appointment.

OPAL Advising [info@opaladvis-
ing.com; (646) 481–7159].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BEDFORD STUYVESANT

Hip, hip, hooray to the 1100 Ber-

gen Street Community Garden 

for being installed into the Brook-

lyn Queens Land Trust.

The little plot of land on Bergen 
Street between Nostrand and New 
York avenues in Crown Heights 
began in 1980 and has grown into 
a place of beauty over the past 35 
years, but is now protected in per-
petuity for future generations.

Walton Wilson, its president, 
has been with the garden since its 
inception and has very high hopes 
for the coming years.

“A permanent green space in 
an urban community is very close 
to my heart and I am terribly ex-
cited that we are able to contribute 
these lots to that effort,” he said. “I 
hope to teach young people how to 
appreciate our garden for the fu-
ture.” 

Paula Segal, attorney for the 
garden and director of 596 Acres, 
which advocates for community ac-

cess to land, shared in the delight of 
the honor.

“Getting long-term commu-
nity gardens safely into stable land 
trusts is such a relief,” she said. 
“This transaction will further the 
larger strategy for community con-
trol of the resources and make our 
neighborhood thrive.”

Demetrice Mills, former board 
president of the Brooklyn Queens 
Land Trust and current chair-
woman of the operations commit-
tee, was thrilled.

“I am so excited to play a part in 
preserving gardens from develop-
ers for development, and preserving 
them in perpetuity. This is big deal 
for all involved and the community 
at large.”

Standing O thinks so too, that’s 
why it’s blooming with joy for the 
Bergen Street green space, the 34th 
garden to be inducted into the trust.

Brooklyn Queens Land Trust 
[677 Lafayette Ave. and Marcy Av-
enue in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
963–7020].

CONEY ISLAND 

Excellence at Coney
Congratulations to Dr. Jef-

frey Goldberg, chairman of psy-
chiatry at Coney Island Hos-

pital, for being hailed by the 
Worldwide Registry for his pro-
fessional dedication, leadership, 
and excellence.

Our pal Dr. Goldberg has more 
than three decades of medical ex-
perience specializing in treating 
depression and anxiety disor-
ders. Currently he oversees the 
quality of care in the Department 
of Behavioral Health. For the 
past eight years he has overseen 
staff, patients, and developed new 
programs. 

Dr. Goldberg is an American 
Psychiatric Association fellow, a 
former district president of the 
Brooklyn Psychiatric Society, a 
founding board member of Phy-

sician Affi liate Group N.Y. — 
the largest multi-speciality group 
in the state — and has been recog-
nized as a “Top Doctor” by Castle 
Connolly for the past 16 years. 

Standing O offers good wishes 
for his continued success. 

Coney Island Hospital [2601 
Ocean Pkwy. at Shore Parkway in 
Coney Island, (718) 616–5372].

A garden grows in the community

Directorial debut is a smash hit

LANDMARKED: From left, Demetrice Mills, Irene Van Slyke, Meg Fellerath, Paula Segal, 
Hazel Hurley, and Walton Wilson.
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4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

DUCTLESS SPLIT SYSTEMS
HEAT PUMP & AIR CONDITIONING SOLUTIONS

• Quiet, Energy Efficient, Environmentally Friendly • Single & Multi-Room Systems Available 
• Quick Installation Times • Factory Certified Installation 

• Up To 12 Months Interest-Free Financing with Low Monthly Payments

STAY WARM THIS WINTER
AND KEEP COOL THIS SUMMER

FOR A DUCTLESS SPLIT HEAT PUMP SYSTEM and AIR CONDITIONER INQUIRY
CALL: 800-261-4401 or E-MAIL: SPLITAC@PCRICHARD.COM

FREE
IN-HOME SURVEYS

UTILITY REBATES
ON SELECT UNITS

$400UP 
TO
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— EINSTEIN
  adopted 12-09-10

SURE,
AT FIRST I WAS A LITTLE TAKEN ABACK 

BY THE WHOLE PEEING STANDING UP THING. 
BUT I TAUGHT HIM TO THROW A STICK 

AND NOW HANGING OUT WITH HIM
IS THE BEST PART OF MY DAY. 
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to Treyger and Mealy last Thursday. 
Treyger said that Menchaca repre-

sents his district, but not Brooklyn as 
a whole.

“Councilman Menchaca has ev-
ery right to advocate for his district,” 
said Treyger. “We have to look out for 
our districts, but we also have to make 
sure that the needs of the borough are 
addressed.”

The Red Hook pol is a member of 
the Council’s Progressive Caucus, 
as was Bill DeBlasio when he was a 
councilman, and of the New Kings 
Democrats, which formed to chal-
lenge the entrenched Democratic 

political machine in Brooklyn. The 
head of the New Kings Democrats 
decried Menchaca’s removal, com-
paring it with the back-room ma-
neuvering that put Assemblyman 
Carl Heastie (D–the Bronx) in the 
Speaker seat with little public debate 
six days after Assemblyman Sheldon 
Silver (D–Manhattan) stepped down 
over his indictment on corruption 
charges.

“Mostly we’re distressed that the 
process was so un-transparent, and we 
were already coming off a week where 
the leadership in Albany was chosen 
behind closed doors,” Andrew Sloat 
said. “We had higher hopes for a pro-
gressive bastion like Brooklyn.”

A spokesman for Menchaca de-
clined to comment.

Continued from page 6 

COUNCIL COUP

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are looking for four men who 
robbed a 68-year-old man at a Chinese 
food restaurant in Gravesend on Feb. 8. 

Authorities say the senior citizen, 
who was lost, wandered into the res-
taurant on 86th Street near W. Eighth 
Street and asked the suspects for direc-
tions at 5:55 pm.  The men pretended 
they were going to help the victim but 
instead, grabbed his wallet, stole $80, 
and fl ed on foot, according to authori-
ties.

Cops say the fi rst suspect is between 
18- to 22-years-old and was last seen 
wearing a blue winter coat, and the 
second suspect, who is also between 18 
and 22, was last seen wearing a black 
sweatshirt. The police described the 
third suspect is as heavy-set male be-
tween 16- and 20-years-old and said he 
was wearing a red stripped sweatshirt, 
dark pants, and black and white sneak-
ers at the time of the attack. Cops say 
the fourth suspect is between 18- and 
25-years-old, and was last seen wear-
ing a gray sweatshirt, black pants, and 
gray shoes. 

Law enforcement offi cials are ask-
ing anyone with information to call 
Crime Stoppers at (800) 577–TIPS, log 
on to  www.nypdcrimestoppers.com , 
or send a text to 274637 then enter 
“TIP577.”

Police: Four scoundrels stole from lost senior

Cops seek robbers

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without 
notice. The minimum balance to earn the stated APY for the 7 or 14-month Liquid CD is $2,500. The 
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Strengthen Your Savings  
with a Great Rate.

NYCB 
Liquid CD

FLEXIBLE IN-BRANCH PENALTY-FREE WITHDRAWALS2  
 

Minimum to open is $2,500 
 Minimum balance to earn the stated  APY is $2,500 

0.71APY1

%
7-MONTH CD

1.01APY1

%
14-MONTH CD

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Development, Operation, Maintenance  
of an Indoor Tennis Facility and Clubhouse at Bensonhurst Park, Brooklyn 

  

In accordance with Section 1-13 of the Rules of the Franchise and Concession Review Committee (“FCRC”), the 
New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (“Parks”) is issuing, as of the date of this notice, a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) for the development, operation, maintenance of an indoor tennis facility and clubhouse at 
Bensonhurst Park, Brooklyn. 
  
All proposals submitted in response to this RFP must be submitted no later than Monday, March 16, 2015 at 3:00 PM.  
There will be a recommended proposer meeting and site tour on Monday, February 23, 2015 at 12:00 PM.  We will be 
meeting at the proposed concession site which is located at Bensonhurst Park Tennis Courts, Brooklyn. If you are 
considering responding to this RFP, please make every effort to attend this recommended meeting and site tour. 
  
Hard copies of the RFP can be obtained, at no cost, commencing on Friday, February 6, 2015 through Monday, 
March 16, 2015 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and holidays, at the Revenue 
Division of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, which is located at 830 Fifth Avenue, Room 
407, New York, NY 10065. 
  
The RFP is also available for download, commencing on Friday, February 6, 2015 through Monday, March 16, 
2015, on Parks’ website.  To download the RFP, visit http://www.nyc.gov/parks/businessopportunities and click on 
the “Concessions Opportunities at Parks” link. Once you have logged in, click on the “download” link that appears 
adjacent to the RFP’s description. 
  
For more information or to request to receive a copy of the RFP by mail, prospective proposers may contact the 
Revenue Division’s Project Manager, Thomas Mathai, at (212) 360-3495 or at Thomas.mathai@parks.nyc.gov. 
  

TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) 212-504-4115 

APPETITE FOR CRIME: Police say this sus-
pect, who is between 18 and 25 years old, 
was involved in a robbery at a Chinese food 
restaurant on Feb. 8. NYPD

SURRENDER, SUSPECTS: Cops say these three men were part of a quartet that stole $80 
from a 68-year-old man on Feb. 8. NYPD
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BY MAX JAEGER
The stars will come out in Co-
ney Island — for burgers.

Wahlburgers, the burger 
chain and reality-show setting 
started by actor Mark Wahl-
berg with his brothers, former 
boy-bander Donnie, and Paul, 
a chef, is opening a franchise 
in Coney Island this spring — 
and the owner promises a star-
studded grand opening.

“It’s going to be a red car-
pet opening,” said franchisee 
John Cestare, who owns Big 
Apple Burger. “We’re going 
have a huge celebrity opening 
with the Wahlberg brothers — 
there are going to be a lot of 
stars.”

The Wahlbergs started the 
chain in Boston in 2011, and 
recently announced plans to 
open 27 franchise locations 
in New York and Florida. Ces-
tare will open seven locations 
in the city — starting with Co-
ney Island.

Most of the shops will be in 
Manhattan, but Cestare said  
he wanted to open the Board-
walk-adjacent location fi rst.

“Coney Island is iconic,” 
he said, “and I want to be in 
iconic locations.”

The franchise is leasing 
the Stillwell Avenue store-
front from  Thor Equities , and 
the restaurant will be a little 
larger than a basketball court 
— including rooftop seating 
that overlooks the amusement 
district. It will employ about 
60 people.

Bringing another name-
brand franchise to the area 
will be a boost to economic de-
velopment in Coney Island, Ce-
stare said, which was another 
reason he wanted to open in 
the People’s Playground.

“I wanted to be a part of the 
rebuilding,” he said. 

Whalburgers will be the lat-
est in a slew of burger chains 
opening in Coney Island. An 
Applebees started slinging 
sandwiches in fall 2013, and a 
Checkers and a Johnny Rock-
ets are slated to open on Surf 
Avenue soon, as well. But Ce-
stare is confi dent that there’s 
plenty of room for everybody.

“We love competition — we 

think there’s enough business 
to go around,” Cestare said. 
“We want people to come down 
to Coney Island and enjoy — 
whether you go to Applebees, 
Nathan’s, or Wahlburgers.”

The burger mogul said he 
is not at all concerned that 

the  recent controversy about 
racially motivated assaults 
committed by Mark Wahlberg 
in his youth  will hurt the res-
taurant’s prospects. Cestare 
believes the movie star has re-
deemed himself through his 
philanthropy — and besides, 

he said, the burgers taste 
great.

“Mark Wahlberg is a great 
person who does charity 
work,” Cestare said. 

“I not only believe in the 
brothers, but I believe in the 
product.”

Burger joint coming to Coney

MARKY MARK AND THE FUNKY BRUNCH: A Long Island restaurateur is opening a Wahlburgers franchise in 
Coney Island. Actor Mark Wahlberg and his brothers started the chain in Boston in 2011.  
  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Wahl done

Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-45372001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235

www.kingsborough.edu

K I N G S B O R O U G H  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E 

CONTINUING
EDUCATION

KINGSBOROUGH Community College

N.Y.C. Taxi & Limousine Commission (T.L.C.) 
Medallion Taxicab (Hack) License Exam Prep

Kingsborough Community College Taxi Institute is a 
NYC Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) approved 
test preparation and exam site.

- 24-Hour Taxi Driver Training
- Defensive Driving Point Reduction 

- Extended Driver Training

- 2-hour Portable Electronic Device 
- 4-hour English and Test Prep

- Medallion Taxi Driver Workshop

Classes Offered:

TAXI INSTITUTE

REGISTER NOW!
For information, call: (718) 368 - 5050
We accept VISA, MASTERCARD and DISCOVER cards

IN PERSON � ONLINE � BY MAIL � FAX  � PHONE

on
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

12-Month CD

1.05%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

*New money only. APY effective February 9, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from 
an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

YOUR ONE-STOP
SERVICE

CENTER

90 DAY
GUARANTEE
ON  LABOR & PARTS

INSTALLED BY US

www.TVRepairsBrooklyn.com

OVER 35 YEARS
EXPEIENCE

AIR CONDITIONERS

FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL CARRY-IN UNITS

FREE
HOUSE CALL

WITH ANY REPAIR

B&R Electronics & AC Service
 2577 E. 27th Street
      Brooklyn, NY
718-743-2407

SERVICE & SALES
• Audio Equipment/Speakers
• HD Roof Antennas
• Air Conditioners
• Transfer Your Videos To DVD

• LCD/LED/Plasma TV’s
• VCR/DVD/BLURAY
• Appliances
• Computers & Monitors

AIR CONDITIONERS

Serving 
All of Brooklyn

If it plugs 

in an outlet 

we fix it

LCD & LEDComputer & Laptops LCD & LEDComputer & LaptopsiPad, TabletsiPad Tablets
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To the editor,
I just enjoy reading how the lo-

cal politicians show their concern 
regarding the proposed huge apart-
ment building complex that is being 
thrust down the throats of people 
living in Trump Village. The politi-
cians feign concern for the residents, 
but the stores along the area already 
are closing. There should have been 
an injunction issued stating that un-
til the matter is resolved stores would 
be allowed to remain. In other words 
folks the fix is in and you can be sure 
that the development will go ahead. 
Perhaps, the community will be pla-
cated by the fact that the building 
will be 25 or 30 floors instead of the 
now proposed 40 floors. Big deal. In 
the meantime the community will be 
put out, inconvenienced by the loss 
of stores for shopping. Congestion 
in the area will be worse than ever, 
District 21 schools will be bursting at 
the seams, and the quality of life in 
the area will go downhill. You may 
be sure that the developers do not 
have children in District 21 schools 
and will not be there to “enjoy” the 
life of congestion and having to go 
further distances to shop.

This is truly an outrage. I don’t 
hear the mayor or borough president 
commenting on this controversy. 
How many of our politicians shall 
benefit from payoffs they received 
from real estate interests to allow 
this construction? The district attor-
ney’s office should be called in to in-
vestigate the entire matter.

Ed Greenspan
Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
Writer Rosalie Caliendo is right 

on the money about the way congres-
sional districts have been created 
(“Divided politics,” Sound Off to the 
Editor, Feb. 6). This is just one more 
reason why New York state politics 
are known to be as corrupt as they 
are. I live in the 8th Congressional 
District because of Anthony Wein-
er’s resignation. If you look on a map 
it is a small sliver of Brooklyn that 
goes from almost one end of Brook-
lyn to the other. What kind of dis-
trict is that? Congressional districts 

should reflect the different neighbor-
hoods so the people can have a voice 
in congress that represents each ar-
ea’s wants and needs. Over the years 
New York’s congressional districts 
have been gerrymandered to the ex-
tent that one party has gained a dis-
honest and unethical advantage in 
these districts, regardless of the po-
litical leanings of its voters. 

If we had honest, ethical repre-
sentation in Albany — from the top, 
down — they would redraw every 
congressional district in the state 
to accurately reflect the character of 
the voters in each area, and not in or-
der to stuff them with voters of one 
particular party. I know this will 
never happen because Albany is just 
too corrupt. David F. Podesta

Marine Park

To the editor,
Writer Carina Gen will not scare 

or intimidate me with dire impeding 
prophecies of anti-Semitism (“Sha-
vana: American,” Sound Off to the 
Editor, Feb. 6). This is America! This 
is not Europe or the Middle East. 
Brooklyn, U.S.A. is and always will 
be my home.

We have nothing to fear, but fear 
itself, along with the blatant, unedu-
cated, bigoted, foreign, un-American 
philosophy of the “Britisher,” Sha-
vana Abruzzo. 

If Abruzzo and her disciples are 
really worried about the spread of 
anti-Semitism, let them fight it from 
over there and not over here. God 
Bless America, deport dual-citizen 
traitors, and limey go home.

Henry Finkelstein
Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
The Parks Department seems hell-

bent on proceeding with its destruc-
tive Boardwalk makeover, in spite of 
the community sentiment strongly 
against it. The Parks Department 
has done virtually no maintenance 
at all on the Boardwalk for many 
years, and disrespected the wishes 
of neighborhood residents. 

If a city agency can act in such a 
dictatorial manner it’s time for some-
one to investigate why its thinking 
and commitment are mired in con-
crete. A good way to begin would be 
for Comptroller Scott Stringer to fol-
low the money related to this boon-
doggle! William Burg

Coney Island

To the editor,
Mayor Bill DeBlasio’s announce-

ment to spend $55 million on the cre-
ation of new ferry services around 
the five boroughs makes sense (“New 
ferries on the horizon,” online Feb. 
5).

Our waterways are an underuti-
lized natural asset which can offer 
significant transportation alterna-
tives for thousands of New Yorkers. 
Most of our existing public trans-
portation and roadways are already 
operating at or above capacity. New 
ferry services can be implemented 
far more quickly than construction 
of new subway, commuter rail or 
highways. These can take years or 
even decades until completion of en-
vironmental reviews, planning, de-
sign, engineering, real estate acqui-
sition, permits, procurements and 
actual construction before reaching 
beneficial use. Completing all of the 
above, along with finding funding for 
ferry boats, docks, and parking with 
costs in the millions may be easier 
than finding the billions of dollars 
necessary for construction of new or 
extended subway, commuter rail or 
highways. Utilization of ferry boats 
equipped with modern fuel efficient 
engines can make a positive contri-
bution to air quality.

Prior to opening of the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge in 1964, there was 
frequent ferry service from the 69th 
Street pier to the St. George, Staten 
Island Ferry Terminal with connec-
tions to the Whitehall Street, Man-
hattan Ferry Terminal. In April, 
1967 the old Jersey Central Rail 
Road ended ferry service between 
Liberty Street and Pavonia, New 
Jersey. Later that year the old Erie 
Lackawana Rail Road suspended 
ferry service between Barclay Street 
and Hoboken. Fast forward to today. 
Thousands of daily commuters use 
ferries from Hoboken, New Jersey 
to the World Financial Center. There 
are also 66,000 daily patrons of the 
Staten Island Ferry which connects 
St. George, Staten Island with the 
Whitehall Street Ferry Terminal in 
Manhattan. 

Unlike the other four boroughs, 
500,000 Richmond County residents 
have no direct subway or commuter 
rail system linking them with the 
rest of the city.

In August 2010, new East River 
Ferry service ridership reached 1 
million riders. Several thousand rid-

ers on a daily basis continue to uti-
lize the East River ferry connecting 
various waterfront neighborhoods 
including Long Island City, East 34th 
Street, Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Wall Street 
and Governors Island.  Over the next 
four years under Mayor DeBlasio’s 
proposal ferry service could expand 
to serve the communities of Sound-
view in the Bronx; Astoria and Long 
Island City in Queens; East 90th 
Street, East 62nd Street, East 23rd 
Street and Grand Street in Manhat-
tan; Fulton Street Landing, Atlantic 
Avenue Pier 6, Brooklyn Army Ter-
minal and Bay Ridge in Brooklyn 
and Rockaway in Queens. There is 
also the potential for new service for 
Coney Island in Brooklyn and Sta-
pleton on Staten Island.

The city can also apply for both 
state and federal capital grants to as-
sist in funding. New York State also 
provides operating assistance for 
transportation systems. Ridership on 
any transit service generates yearly 
federal transportation formula capi-
tal assistance. Numerous past pri-
vate ferry operators have come and 
gone. They could not financially sur-
vive based upon farebox revenue 
alone without some sort of govern-
ment subsidy. Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority bus, subway, 
and commuter rail, along with New 
York City Department of Transpor-
tation Staten Island Ferry, is subsi-
dized by a combination of City, State 
and Federal assistance for both capi-
tal and operating costs. All of these 
proposed new ferry services will re-
quire similar subsidies if they are to 
survive. Mayor DeBlasio’s proposal 
for a fare structure of $2.75 per ride to 
match that of New York City Transit 
bus and subway may require an ex-
cessive amount of operating subsidy. 
Thousands of city residents elect to 
pay $6.50 for express bus service. It 
might make more sense for new ferry 
services to charge the same as New 
York City Transit express bus ser-
vices. Riders could purchase weekly 
or monthly passes for discounted 
fares. These could be supplemented 
by using Transit Checks which will 
further reduce the cost per ride.

Who would not want to enjoy the 
fresh air and breeze that only water-
borne transportation can provide. 
Riding a ferry can be less stressful 
than being packed in a subway car 
like sardines in a can.

Larry Penner
Great Neck, N.Y.

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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ight now, before you 
read on and forget to do 
it, pick up a blank sheet 

of paper and a pencil and 
write down this web address: 
osc.state.ny.us/ouf. 

This is the website to 
search for the unclaimed 
funds that you may have for-
gotten about — an old bank 
account, an insurance refund 
that went astray, some ex-
pired travelers checks from 
many years ago that are still 
at the bottom of your drawer, 
your inheritance from your 
great Uncle Meyer who 
passed away a decade ago — 
almost anything. 

The law says that until 
you collect that money, the 
state controller will hold on 
to it. At this very moment, the 
50 state controllers are hold-
ing on to millions and mil-
lions of dollars that belong to 
the folks that live here in the 
United States or their heirs — 
and they really want to give it 
to them. No kidding. 

My roommate is one of 
the lucky ones. I found a 
large sum of money for her. 
I also found money for many 
friends and relatives. Just 
this morning, I found money 
for two relatives of a dear 
friend who works in the of-
fice of this newspaper. Noth-
ing specifically for her so far, 
but they add new names at 
regular intervals, and she is 
so nice that I’m hoping I find 
a large sum of money for her 
next time.

By the way, if you did re-
side in another state, go to the 
website of the National Asso-
ciation of Unclaimed Prop-
erty Administrators, naupa.
org and follow the simple di-
rections. Let me know how 
you make out. I promise I 
won’t use your name in my 
column. Good luck.

The following are some 
questions that I jotted down 
waiting for my flight to be 
called:

Why is it called the World 
Series when only North 
American teams are compet-
ing?

Why is it called the Miss 
Universe Pageant when only 
earthlings are in it? 

Is “How’s your day?” an 
appropriate question for Sec-
retary of State John Kerry to 
ask the grieving mother of a 
fallen soldier at the funeral? 
Does anyone know what her 
response was?

Why is it taking so long 
to put the Boston Bomber on 
trial? The wheels of justice 
roll a bit too slowly to satisfy 
my friends from Massachu-
setts.

Have you noticed that 
most of the discount coupons 
we customers bring to the su-
permarket to save a dollar re-
quire that we buy TWO of the 
item? That stinks. Why would 
I want to buy two of the prod-
uct when I am only interested 
in trying it for the first time?

Why are they called red 
onions when they are clearly 
purple?

Why do people take eleva-
tors way up to the observa-
tion deck of tall buildings and 
then put coins into the tele-
scope machines to see things 
that are on the ground?

Is it my imagination or 
have the carts in the local 
supermarkets gotten bigger? 
I asked that question to one 
of the managers while I was 
shopping. He said that over 
the past 25 years the cart 
has doubled in size. That, 
of course, is to make us buy 
more.

Dear Hillary, if you are 
elected president will you 
bring back the dishes?

Feb. 14 is almost here. Will 
you be buying her flowers or 
candy? My roommate will be 
getting both. According to 
Nielsen, Americans bought 
127 million pounds of Valen-
tine’s Day candy last year. 
Dentists and diet-plan com-
panies all over America are 
still cheering. 

I am StanGershbein@
Bellsouth.net wishing you 
all a very Happy Valentine’s 
Day.

adical Islam 
has ram-
paged and 

raved, beheaded 
and raped, stolen 
land and toppled 
a government, 
trained kids to 
kill and burned alive a man 
in a cage, but its inhuman-
ities are hardly worse than 
so-called moderate Muslim 
regimes that claim to be our 
pals.

Jordan’s King Abdullah 
may seem like a Hashemite 
Tarzan kicking off his “re-
lentless war” against the Is-
lamic State with swift re-
taliatory executions and air 
strikes for the savage torch-
ing of his countryman pilot, 
but he is no defender of life, 
liberty, and happiness. Abdul-
lah criminalizes free speech 
and signs off on the torture 
of prisoners incarcerated on 
trumped-up charges — sus-
pended from their wrists and 
beaten with knotted electri-

cal cables and hoses. Yet clue-
less President Obama thinks 
Abdullah rocks and plans to 
boost Jordan’s gravy train to 
$1 billion a year to help it con-
tinue its atrocities.

Saudi Arabia is the birth-
place of the “religion of 
peace,” but tell that to the 
ghost of crime suspect Laila 
Bint Abdul Muttalib Basim, 
who pleaded for her life as 
she was dragged through 
the street in holy Mecca by 
four cops in January and be-
headed by sword without be-
ing given painkillers because 
authorities “wanted to make 
the pain more powerful for 
her.” Yet when the tyranni-
cal Saudi monarch kicked the 
bucket in January, Obama 

praised him as a 
leader “who had 
the courage of 
his convictions.” 
Seriously?

Indonesia is 
the largest Mus-
lim country and 

the boyhood nation of Obama 
who calls it an “example 
to the world,” but Muslims 
there chant “kill, kill,”” and 
set aflame churches while 
state zealots muffle freedom 
of religion and speech and ar-
rested a newspaper editor for 
blasphemy last year for pub-
lishing cartoons of the vile Is-
lamic State. 

Some of our allies in the 
Muslim world are every bit 
as violent and ugly as the Is-
lamo-nuts they claim to ab-
hor. We should shun them, 
not fund them, especially 
when the difference between 
them and the terrorists isn’t 
terribly clear.

Follow me on Twitter @
BritShavana

anye West should be 
banned from the Gram-
mys Forever. 

The man doesn’t know how 
to conduct himself. Jumping 
up on stage every time you 
disagree with who wins is not 
professional — it is extremely 
childish. His newborn North 
has more sense than he does. 

As if he didn’t learn any-
thing with the Taylor Swift 
incident, he did it all again 
this year making an a-- out 
of himself. Beck was a gentle-
man and took the stunt good-
naturedly, but I really wish 
that someone would talk some 
sense to Kanye. He needs to 
shut up, sit down, and show 
some respect. 

Beyonce does not need to 
win every award to prove her 
abilities. And she certainly 
doesn’t need Kanye to come 
to her defense. We all know 
how talented she is, but there 
are others that deserve recog-
nition too. 

The world of pop music 
does not revolve around the 
talents of West, Jay-Z, and Be-
yonce alone. 

Many musicians, vocal-
ists, and songwriters stoke 
the star-making machinery. 

Aside from Kanye, 
Grammy Night 2015 was 
pretty much the same old, 
same old. Celebs strolled the 
red carpet — most without 

any fashion sense —  look-
ing for that special spot in the 
sunlight. Do these people not 
have mirrors in their homes? 

As an aside, here’s a lit-
tle FYI: If you really want to 
know how old a woman is, 
don’t look at her hands, look 
at her knees. Ladies, no mat-
ter how tanned, toned, and fit 
you are, the knees show your 
age. 

Courteney Cox wore a 
beautiful frock but it was far 
too short to wear without a 
pair of L’eggs. Those knees di-
minished the whole ensemble.

Courteney, honey, you 
look amazing, but wear some 
hose.

I don’t care if you spray 

yourself to a Coppertone 50, 
knees are knees.

On the flip side, Rihanna 
is 26 years old, not 15. There 
is no need to dress for a 
quinceañera. 

A bit of advice, “Rhi Rhi, 
that dress made you look like 
a Barbie-doll princess cake. 
Next year, less poof.” 

There were many outfits 
that defied the imagination, 
but my choice for the most 
tasteless was Madonna. Re-
ally? A cheek-less-chap mata-
dor outfit?

You would think that at 
57 years old, she should have 
known better. Kudos, though, 
for at least wearing sky-high 
boots to cover those knees. 

But Not for Nuthin,™ in the 
future, the following guide-
lines should be in place for all 
attendees: Kanye West is not 
invited; proper attire must 
be worn (up-to and including 
no cheek-less-chap matador 
outfits, plunging neck lines, 
and rising hem lines to be 
at a tasteless level. That also 
means Kim Kardashian must 
not come in a lame robe closed 
with a clip at the waist); and 
when in doubt, sew it up. Last 
but not least — get a mirror. 
If your outfit is going to elicit 
a headline of “WTF was she 
thinking?” don’t wear it.

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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LATE PAGE

A New Year! A New Level  of Care for Brooklyn’s Children: 

Lutheran Now Welcomes  
NYU Langone Medical Center 
Pediatric Specialists.

Lutheran now offers:

 • Cardiology

 • Endocrinology

 • Gastroenterology

 • Nephrology

 • Pulmonology

 • Rehabilitation Medicine

 Lutheran
www.LutheranHealthCare.org      

To find a physician call 718-630-RxRx (7979)

Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org
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25 Women will have their important work profiled in the newspaper, and will be feted at a reception 
gala in their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any field.

Your  Email address: ________________________________ Your Phone:_________________

Name of nominee:  ___________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less)  ____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?

Phone:_______________________ Email: ________________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio       FB

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com   

Do you know an exceptional woman?
Nominate her as a

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2015!

’m madder than a Luddite 
in a sewing machine fac-
tory over the fact that the 

tried-and-true ways of getting 
information just don’t work no 
more no matter how loud I yell 
into the phone!

Look, you all know the 
ol’Screecher has been using 
the 411 to find out the phone 
number of local haberdash-
eries, Chinese restaurants, 
pizza joints, bakeries, and 
places other than gyms since 
before the term became the 
cool way of saying “informa-
tion,” and I have no intention 
of changing my ways!

That’s why I was so up-
set this week when no matter 
how fast I spun the dial on the 
yellow phone in the kitchen, I 
couldn’t get the digits of Rite 
Aid on 86th Street and 15th 
Avenue — the one with the big 
parking lot — so I could check 
to see if the prescription that 
is going to keep me alive is 
ready, and if they have those 
“D” batteries I need for my 
flashlight in stock.

Apparently, no one no 
where knows the phone num-
ber of this place, even at the 
Phone Company, where they 
are supposed to know every 

number in the book that we 
used to use to boost the kids 
up to table level during Sun-
day dinner!

Now, I know what you’re 
thinking: “Carmine, you’re 
a man of great means. Why 
didn’t you just ask the Siri what 
the number was? Or better yet, 
why not use the Google?”

Well, I tried, but I couldn’t 
find Siri’s number! Does any-
body out there know Siri’s 
phone number? And as for the 
Google, well, that must have 

slipped my mind. Good point. 
All of this heartache about 

getting my prescription comes 
at a time when I want to live 
more than ever, especially af-
ter listening to the mayor say 
he wants to keep the city af-
fordable like it was for working 
stiffs like me living high on the 
hog at the beautiful twin tow-
ers of Harway Terrace!

Who knows if that will hap-
pen, as I’m staring down the 
barrel 80-something, mind 
you! So it’s the little things in 
life I look forward to, like this 
year’s BWECC! awards din-
ner — you know, the one that 
is bigger than the Oscars and 
takes place at the beautiful El 
Caribe Country Club in Mill 
Basin.

With that in mind, here’s 
the write up on our Woman of 
the Year, the outstanding prin-
cipal of PS 95 in Gravesend, Ja-
net Ndzibah (whose last name, 
thankfully, you’ll never find 
in a spelling bee!).

Born and raised in Bay 
Ridge, Janet always aspired to 
be a teacher. Some of her earli-
est sparks of inspiration came 
from the elementary school 
teachers she had as a student 
at St. Patrick’s Catholic School 

in Bay Ridge. Janet fulfilled 
her goal of becoming a teacher 
immediately after graduat-
ing from State University of 
New York Buffalo with her 
bachelor’s degree in Educa-
tion, when she landed a job as 
a third-grade teacher at Public 
School 9 in Prospect Heights. 
While teaching there, Janet 
earned her master’s as a read-
ing teacher and reading spe-
cialist for corrective reading 
at Hunter College.

Janet then became a 
teacher of Public School 13 in 
Rosebank, Staten Island. On 
the Rock, Janet was a class-
room teacher, reading teacher, 
and literacy coach. With the 
support of her family, mentors 
and school administrators, Ja-
net aspired to become a school 
leader and received her ad-
vanced post-master’s degree 
in school leadership from the 
College of Staten Island. She 
then became the assistant 
principal of Public School 13 
for four and a half years.

In January 2011, Janet 
was named principal of Pub-
lic School 95. For the past 
four years, Janet has proudly 
worked side-by-side with the 
dedicated and hard working 

assistant principals, teachers, 
staff, PTA, parents, and stu-
dents of the Public School 95 
community. As a result, Pub-
lic School 95 has shown aca-
demic gains in both reading 
and mathematics. Together, 
they continue to build a col-
laborative professional learn-
ing community, committed to 
providing a rigorous and sup-
portive learning environment 
for all of the 1,000 students 
that the school serves.

Janet considers herself 
so fortunate to share her life 
with her supportive husband, 
Kwesi Ndzibah. They consider 
their greatest accomplish-
ments and most precious pos-
sessions to be their two beau-
tiful children, Sierra, 10, and 
Maxwell, 4.

Together, they work dili-
gently, with the love and sup-
port of their parents, family 
and close friends to instill the 
love of learning, leadership 
and citizenship to their chil-
dren.

There is still time to make 
reservations to join us, con-
tact bwecc@aol.com for info. 
Remember, schools are closed 
during Presidents’ Week!

Screech at you next week!

BIG
SCREECHER
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YOUR ULTIMATE GUIDE TO THE NBA’S BIG EVENT AT THE BARCLAYS CENTER
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Planned Service Changes

WEEKEND
11:45 PM Fri to 5 AM Tue
Feb 13 – 17
Includes the Presidents' Day holiday
 
No D service between 34 St-Herald Sq and 
Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr

D Service operates in two sections: 

 1. Between 205 St and 34 St-Herald Sq
 2. Between Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr and Stillwell Av

Travel Alternatives:

F0Q0 and free shuttle buses provide alternate service.
D0Q0 at 34 St-Herald Sq  

           or Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr.
W 4 St and B’way-Lafayette St F instead. Transfer between F and

                             D-0Q           at 34 St-Herald Sq.
Grand St F and shuttle buses at 

           W 4 St or B’way Lafayette St.

Stay Informed

mta.info
+
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Lenny Wilkens 
The Bedford-Stuyvesant native and 
Boys High alum ended up being one of 
the league’s greatest coaches. Before 
that, Wilkens was also a Hall of Famer 
guard and one of the league’s 50 greatest 
players, who competed in nine All-Star 
games from 1963–73.

Billy Cunningham
Cunningham, who grew up in Flatbush, 
won a city championship during his time 
at Erasmus Hall. The forward went on 
to be a fi ve-time all-star from 1968–73, a 
Hall of Famer, and one of the league’s 50 
greatest players. 

Connie Hawkins 
Hawkins went a long way from being a 
playground legend in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant and his high school days at Boys 
High. The Hall of Fame forward played 
in fi ve All-Star games from 1968–73, in-
cluding one in the American Basketball 
Association. 

Bernard King 
King got his start playing on the court at 
Fort Hamilton high school in Bay Ridge. 
The prolifi c scorer for the New York 
Knicks and New Jersey Nets was a four 
time all-star from 1982–85 and again in 
1991. 

Chris Mullin 
The Flatbush native and Xaverian alum 
played in fi ve All-Star games from 1989–
93 and won an Olympic gold medal with 
the 1992 Dream Team. Mullin is also 
a Hall of Famer, and the forward was 
named one of the 50 greatest players in 
NBA history.

Stephon Marbury
Marbury fi rst made his name growing 
up on Coney Island and playing at Abra-
ham Lincoln High School. He eventu-
ally took his talents to the NBA, where 
the former Nets and Knicks player par-
ticipated in two All-Star games in 2001 
and 2003.
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FRI, FEB. 13
BBVA Compass Rising 
Stars Challenge: The NBA’s 
top rookie and sophomore play-
ers play the best newcomers 
from around the world. Barclays 
Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at Pa-
cifi c Street in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclayscen-
ter.com]. $22–$87. 9 pm.
NBA House: Fans can par-
ticipate in basketball skills com-
petitions, meet NBA players, and 
buy merchandise. Long Island 
University, Paramount Theater 
[1 University Plaza at DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488–1000, www.nbatickets.
com]. 1 pm and 5:30 pm. $10.
Slam Dunk Comedy All-
Stars: A night of comedy to 
kick-off All-Star Weekend. Featur-
ing Capone Lee, Rob Stapleton, 
Melanie Comarcho, and Damon 
Rozier, and hosted by Ray DeJon. 
Long Island University, Kumble 
Theater [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Fort Greene, (718) 
488–1624, www.brooklyn. liu.edu/
kumbletheate r]. $30. 7:30 pm and 
10 pm.

SAT, FEB. 14
State Farm All-Star Sat-
urday Night: Featuring the 
skills challenge, three-point 
shoot-out, and dunk contest. Bar-
clays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclayscen-
ter.com]. Sold out. 8 pm.
NBA House: Fans can partici-
pate in basketball skills competi-
tions, meet NBA players, and buy 
merchandise. 9 am, 1:30 pm, 6 
pm. See Friday, Feb, 13.

SUN, FEB. 15
NBA D-League All-Star 
Game: Featuring an exhibition 
match between members of the 
NYPD and FDNY, followed by a 
game between the top prospects 
from the NBA’s minor league. Bar-
clays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclayscen-
ter.com]. $10–$70. 12:30 pm.
NBA House: Fans can partici-
pate in basketball skills competi-
tions, meet NBA players, and buy 
merchandise. 9 am. See Friday, 
Feb, 13.

Hey now, you’re 
an all-star!

Brooklyn-bred all-stars through the years
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 

The brightest stars in the NBA are coming to Brooklyn, Feb. 13–15, when the borough will host 

a number of NBA All-Star Weekend events. But basketball all-stars don’t just play in Brooklyn 

— they are also made here. The borough of Kings has crowned plenty of basketball royalty over 

the years. Here are six great all-stars who cut their teeth playing hoops on borough courts.

EVENTS

WHEN YOU’RE A NET YOU’RE A NET ALL THE WAY: Coney Islander Stephon Marbury during his time with the Nets. 

GOLDEN BOY: Flatbush native Chris Mullin 
is not just a fi ve-time all-star, but also a 
Hall of Famer and  Olympic gold medalist. 
 Associated Press / Tom Strattman
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 
Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 
Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 
Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 
recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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Proudly calling the New York community our home
Since 1859 

The NYCB Family of Banks has a tradition of strength, stability and service 
since 1859. You can count on us to deliver a winning strategy for your 
personal and business banking needs in New York and throughout the 
nation.

272 branch locations in New York, New Jersey, Ohio, Florida and Arizona!

 

(877) 786-6560  •  NYCBFamily.com
Bank anywhere you see NYCB!

NBA ALL-ST★R WEEKEND

ARENA 
SMACKDOWN!

Barclays Center vs. Madison Square Garden
BY MATTHEW PERLMAN

The All-Star events will be shared between our own Barclays Center and 

Madison Square Garden on the distant island of Manhattan. So which 

borough boasts the best arena? Let’s go to the tape!

BARCLAYS CENTER ARENA MADISON SQUARE GARDEN

Sep. 28, 2012 Date opened Feb. 11, 1968

A rusty bowl What it looks like A bundt cake

Jay-Z (pictured) with Big Daddy Kane First event Bob Hope with Bing Crosby

Nets, Islanders (soon) Home teams Knicks, Rangers, Liberty

Housing and a rail yard What was there before The old Penn Station

2016, maybe Years hosted the DNC 1924, 1976, 1980, 1992

Home to the first major league team in 
Brooklyn since the Dodgers left in 1957

Fun fact This is the fourth Madison Square Garden, 
the first one opened in 1879
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, ABS, 
pm, Alloys, CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

E3502012 MERCEDES

$24,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, 6 cyl, alloys, 
p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#11628. 20k miles. 

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 
excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995

 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995

 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995

 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595

 2006 BMW X5, 85k 11851 $9,995

 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  

 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995

 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995

 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 11842     $16,995

 2008 GMC Yukon, 62k 65921     $17,995

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§
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IN THE AIR IN THE AIR 
TONIGHTTONIGHT

The NBA’s Top 10 dunks
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 

Some of the NBA’s top high risers and 

aerial artists converge on the Bar-

clays Center this weekend. As they get 

set to wow the Brooklyn crowd, sports 

editor Joseph Staszewski ranks his 

Top 10 slams in dunk contest history:

MICHAEL JORDAN
Free throw line slam (Chicago Stadium, 1988)
It is the dunk that helped make him Air Jordan and is the silhouette for Jordan’s 
now iconic brand. His Airness paid homage to the great Julius Erving to beat 
Dominique Wilkins for his fi rst slam dunk crown in an epic battle. 

#1

#2

#3

VINCE CARTER
Off the fl oor, between the legs dunk 
(Oakland Arena, 2000) — pictured above left
Vincanity was born that night, with arguably the best and most unique 
performance in a slam dunk contest. There was a 360 windmill and the 
honey dip dunk, but the point to the sky after this one-handed slam was 
the defi ning moment for Carter that year.

JULIUS ERVING
Free throw line slam (McNichols Arena, 1976)
Sure, it didn’t come in an NBA dunk contest, but there would be no such 
thing without Dr. J and the American Basketball Association. The New 
York Nets star soared through the air from the charity stripe for the 
fi rst of what would be come an  conic slam.

NBA  ALL-ST★R WEEKEND
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DOMINIQUE WILKINS 
One-handed windmill (Market Square Arena, 1985) 
It was the signature dunk for the one of the best and most explosive competitors in dunk contest history. In 1985, the 
Human Highlight Film used the speedy and powerful one-handed windmill to win his fi rst of two slam dunk titles.

#4

#5

#6

#8

#9

#10

#7

DEE BROWN 
No-look slam 
(Charlotte Coliseum, 1991)
The Boston Celtics guard started the night 
by pumping up his Reebok Pumps and 
ended it with a unique and memorable 
slam. Brown put his right arm over his eyes 
has he soared from the dotted for a left-
handed dunk to seal the crown.   

SPUD WEBB 
Reverse jam (Reunion Arena, 1986)
The 5-foot-7 Webb showed that little guys 
can dunk too. The Hawks guard, who could 
not palm the ball, defi ed the odds by beating 
teammate Dominique Wilkins in the fi nal with a 
two-handed reverse slam off the bounce. 

JASON RICHARDSON 
Backwards between the legs dunk (Omni Arena, 2003)
Requiring 49 points to defend his title, Richardson answered analyst 
Kenny Smith’s call for something he had never seen. He caught the ball 
off the bounce along the baseline, put the it between his legs from right 
to left for a one-handed slam and perfect 50 to win.  

ANDRE IGUODALA 
Behind the backboard slam (Toyota Center, 2006)
The Philadelphia 76ers forward lost to Nate Robinson that year, but 
left fans with something to remember him by. Igudola took a pass 
from Allen Iverson off the back of the backboard and soared under-
neath for a power jam.

DWIGHT HOWARD 
12-foot rim with Superman cape slam 
(2000, New Orleans)
Creativity was Howard’s calling card and he took it to the 
next level here. The Orlando Magic center donned a Super-
man cap and shirt, and soared from a taped marker on the 
fl oor to dunk on a 12-foot rim and bring home the crown.

BLAKE GRIFFIN 
Dunk over a Kia 
(Staples Center, 2011) 
The Clippers forward used one of the best props 
in contest history to win when he dunked over a 
Kia car as teammate Baron Davis passed to him 
out of the sunroof. Griffi n also had a full choir 
singing “I Believe I Can Fly.”  
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1. Mullanes Bar and Grill
This Fort Greene sports bar plays all 

the big games on its nine big screens, 
which you can watch while chowing 
down on hearty bar food.

[71 Lafayette Ave. at S. Elliot Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 797–7606, www.mul-
lanesbrooklyn.com].

2. Frank’s Cocktail Lounge
A classic bar with an old-school vibe 

that will remind some fans of a Nets bar 
back in the team’s American Basketball 
Association era — think plush seating, 
sweet cocktails, and a thumping R&B 
soundtrack.

[660 Fulton S. between Fort Greene 
and S. Elliot places in Fort Greene, (718) 
625–9339].

3. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music

If you don’t have time to fi t in an art-
house fi lm or an opera at this cultural 
institution’s main digs on Lafayette 
Avenue, head around the corner to its 
BAM Fisher building, where you can 
catch free live music most Friday and 
Saturday nights.

[321 Ashland Pl. between Lafay-
ette Avenue and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.bam.org].

4. Hank’s Saloon
A true dive bar, with the friendliest 

bartenders in town and raucous live 
music on weekends.

[46 Third Ave. at Atlantic Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, www.exitfi ve.com/
hankssaloon].

5. Saint Gambrinus 
Beer Shoppe

This newish bar and beer store of-
fers a rotating line-up of 16 craft brews 
on tap and more than 250 in bottles. If 
the choice is overwhelming, you can 
also order a fl ight of four-ounce samples 
— which come served inexplicably in a 
muffi n tin.

[533 Atlantic Ave. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Boerum Hill, (347) 
763–2261, www.stgambrinusbeer.com].

6. Shake Shack
This new outpost of the beloved lo-

cal burger empire has all your Shack 
favorites, plus a special dessert called 
Nothin’ But Nets, made with chocolate 
and vanilla frozen custard, marshmal-
low sauce, crispy crunchies, and choco-
late sprinkles.

[170 Flatbush Ave. between Pacifi c 
Street and Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(347) 442–7721, www.shakeshack.com].

7. Bark Hot Dogs
Grab a fancy frank from this casual 

but high-end hot dog joint, then wash it 
down with a local craft beer or a salted-
caramel shake.

[474 Bergen St. between Fifth and 
Flatbush Avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
789–1939, www.barkhotdogs.com].

8. Morgan’s Barbecue
Authentic Texan barbecue, served by 

the pound from an alumni of the famed 
Franklin’s BBQ in Austin. If you are 
feeling brave, try the house specialty: 
fried turkey tails.

[267 Flatbush Ave. at Saint Marks Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, (718) 622–2224, 
www.morgansbrooklynbarbecue.com].

BY COURIER LIFE STAFF

Located at the nexus of Fort 

Greene, Park Slope, Boerum 

Hill, Prospect Heights, and 

Downtown, the area around 

Barclays Center offers dining, 

drinking, and nightlife options 

for all tastes — no matter what 

direction you walk in. Here are 

just a few nearby hot spots to 

hit before or after the games. 

THREE-ON-THREE: (From left) Refuel with some authentic Texan barbecue at Morgan’s Brooklyn Barbecue in Prospect Heights; Bark served up high-end hot dogs in Park Slope; and 
Hank’s Saloon in Boerum Hill is the place to go for some rootin’ tootin’ tunes after a game. 1. Community Newspaper Group, 2,3 Photos by Stefano Giovannini 

IN THE ZONE!
Things to do around Barclays Center
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 
Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM…an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 
without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an unex-
pected result of space travel - Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without it. After 
investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 
there were decompressive forces on the interverte-
bral discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 
you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 
pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better - and this is the key - a negative pressure is 
created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 
herniated material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation suf-
ferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-
ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-
erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 
or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM
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www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

855-782-1680
EAST HILLS CHEVY DOUGLASTON 
240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362

GET OUT OF YOUR GM LEASE EARLY.***

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

Auto Rewards Earnings 
Program 
Up To $5,000 Vehicle Discount - For 
You, Friends or Family.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want.**

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

FREE NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

FREE Service Loaner 
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

FREE Drop-Off Valet 
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

FREE Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

FREE Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

FREE Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

FREE Gift Certificate 
Rewards 
Your Achievements Unlock Gifts.

FREE Lost Key Return 
Service 
Keeping You Worry-Free & Hassle-Free.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH PURCHASE:

And Much More!

2015 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX

LS 
Stk# S03855S, Reference# 
15321, Auto, 2.4L V4, 4G LTE 
WiFi, Bluetooth, PW/PL/PM, 

Cruise, Traction Control, Stabilitrak 
MSRP $25,395

LEASE
FOR$89PER

MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$21,999

2015 CHEVROLET
CRUZE

LT 
Stk# S0326, Reference# 15328, 
Auto, 1.4L Turbo, Remote Start, 
Power Drivers Seat, Traction 

Control, Stabilitrak, PW/PL/PM, 
38 MPG Highway 

MSRP $21,825

LEASE
FOR$79PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$18,599

2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU

LS 
Stk# S0440, Reference# 15331, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, PW/
PL/PM, Remote Keyless Entry, 

Cruise, ABS, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth 
MSRP $23,290

LEASE
FOR$129PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$19,669

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA

LS 
Stk# S0299, Reference# 15418, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, PW/
PL/PM,Rear Park Assist, Cruise, 

ABS, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth 
MSRP $28,455

LEASE
FOR$199PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$24,779

2015 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 
DOUBLE CAB 4X4 

Stk# S0291, Reference# 15327, 
Auto, 4.3L V6, PW/PL/PM, 

Remote Keyless Entry, Backup 
Camera, A/C, Cruise, Stabilitrak 
MSRP $36,805

LEASE
FOR$179PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$31,699

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE

LS 
Stk# S0561, Reference# 15424, 
Auto, 3.6L V6, Power Drivers Seat, 
Remote Keyless Entry, Traction 
Control, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth 
MSRP $31,870

LEASE
FOR$169PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$27,899

2015 CHEVROLET
TAHOE LS

4X4 
Stk# S0604, Reference# 15325, 
Auto, 5.3L V8, Cloth Front Bench, 
Rear Park Assist, Bluetooth, Power 
Seats, Remote Start, Rear Camera 

MSRP $50,185

LEASE
FOR$429PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$44,999

2015 CHEVROLET
SUBURBAN

LS 4X4 
Stk# S0702, Reference# 15326, 
Auto, 5.3L V8, Front Bench Seat, 

Rear Park Assist, Bluetooth, Power 
Seats, Remote Start, Rear Camera 

MSRP $52,195

LEASE
FOR$499PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$48,899

Must present ad to receive advertised specials. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All leases subject to primary lenders approval. Must qualify for Tier 1 credit approval. Must finance 80% thru dealer. All leases are 10k miles 
per year. Customer responsible for wear and tear at 25 Cents additional per mile. *See dealer for details. **Diesel and synthetic oil additional. ***Must be in GM Master Manifest list to qualify. Not all buyers will qualify. All pricing includes 
competitive lease (non GM ‘99 or newer) or GM loyalty rebate. All leases require $1,995 down payment (Cruze $4529 Down) $595 bank fee, plus tax, tags, dmv and dealer fees. Due at Signing (excludes tax, tags & fees)= Equinox $2679, 
Malibu $2719, Cruze $5203, Silverado $2769, Traverse $2759, Impala $2789, Tahoe $3019, Suburban $3089. All rebates/incentives assigned to dealer. Pictures for illustrative purposes only. Not valid on prior deals. No two offers can be 

combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for complete details. Douglaston dmv# 7105766, dca# 1279637. Ad expires 5 days after publication.

YOU CAN’T BUY THE WRONG CAR...3 DAY/ 100 MILE  VEHICLE EXCHANGE PROGRAM*
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HARBOR WATCH
Tucked away in a shady 
grove off Washington Road 
is one of Fort Jackson’s best-
kept secrets. The road lead-
ing there is unpaved, and a 
stream of fresh water runs 
alongside the bumpy path. 
It’s peaceful without being 
remote, but you’d be forgiven 
if, once there, you forgot that 
Gate 1 is just a short walk 
away.

This land is reserved by 
the installation for garden-
ers. One section is designed 
for use by disabled veterans, 
whereas the rest is for active-
duty soldiers, military retir-
ees and their families.

“It’s a major hobby of my 
wife’s and mine,” said Nor-
man Peters, a retired soldier 
who has raised collards, cab-
bage, broccoli, caulifl ower, 
mustard greens and other 
vegetables at Victory Garden 
since 2005. “We enjoy work-
ing with plants, the ground 
and nature. We love being 
outside. It’s quiet and peace-
ful out there.”

Fort Jackson’s gardening 
program has been around 
for decades with varying de-
grees of success, said Valerie 
Kinsley with the Directorate 
of Public Works, who serves 
as the garden plot manager. 
There are three garden ar-
eas on post. One is reserved 

for disabled veterans; one for 
active-duty soldiers, retir-
ees and civilians; and one for 
housing residents.

Whereas the garden for 
disabled veterans is man-
aged separately, Victory Gar-
den and the plots for resi-
dents may be reserved in 
January for the duration of 
the year. There is a waiting 
list for plots at Victory Gar-
den, though.

“We have (one) garden 
strictly for people who live 
in (on-post) housing, and that 
one’s only been around for 
a few years,” Kinsley said. 
“That one needs a lot of atten-
tion.”

The garden reserved for 
people living on post is lo-
cated on Knight Avenue, but 
interest in that location has 
tapered off in recent years. 
Whereas the Washington 
Street gardens are divided 
into plots, there has been 
so little interest in the resi-
dence garden that the space 
has not needed management, 
Kinsley said.

“Right now, there’s only 
one gardener in it,” she said. 
“The most I’ve had there is 
eight. I wish more residents 
in housing would get in-
volved.”

There are no fees associ-
ated with the post’s garden-
ing program.

HARBOR WATCH
When it comes to waterway 
and storm mitigation projects, 
the United States turns to the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
or USACE, for assistance.

Perhaps less visible has 
been the Corps’ involvement 
in a number of other con-
struction activities, including 
expansion and modernization 
of hospitals and clinics oper-
ated by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, or VA, and 
the Army.

VA projects
“The Corps has signifi cant 

construction management ca-
pabilities and experience de-
livering medical facilities for 
our service members and vet-
erans,” Lloyd C. Caldwell, di-
rector of military programs for 
USACE, told lawmakers dur-
ing a House Veterans Affairs 
Committee hearing, Jan. 21.

Before 2007, Corps’ support 
to VA projects was below $2 
million a year, Caldwell stated 
in written testimony. That 
year, construction picked up, 
with $7 million spent and the 
following year in 2008, it dou-
bled to $14 million.

The amount of work 
quickly picked up, and by 
2011, the amount was $377 mil-
lion. Last year’s project costs 
declined to $156 million, but 
was still substantially above 
what it was before 2007.

“As execution funds have 
increased over the years, so 
has the collaborative relation-
ship between the Corps and 
the VA,” Caldwell said, adding 
that in recent years, the Corps 
has managed work at 74 VA fa-
cilities around the country.

Although there has been 
an uptake in work with the 
VA in recent years, Caldwell 
noted that it was small in 
comparison to major con-
struction projects in the 1950s 
“when we supported the VA’s 
post-World War II hospital 
construction program.”

A recent project worthy of 

note, he said, is the Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder/Men-
tal Health Research Addi-
tion at the Charleston, South 
Carolina, VA Medical Cen-
ter, completed last year. The 
project provided a one-story, 
16,000-square-foot building at 
a cost of $8.2 million.

The close working rela-
tionship with the VA is much 
more than bringing a ham-
mer, nails and an arc welder 
to a job site.

“Our project management 
business process brings to-
gether a range of diverse pro-
fessionals and activities re-
quired of a successful project, 
which includes our design, 
construction, acquisition and 
project management profes-
sionals,” he said.

In some ways, the Corps 
tackles a VA project like a 
combatant commander would 
a battle plan. 

“Success across the nor-
mal project cycle depends 
on early involvement of all 
team members to understand 
the overall project objectives 
and to plan the approach to 
execute the project from de-
sign through construction, 
Caldwell said.

All of the above depends on 
team members working “col-
laboratively,” he emphasized.

The VA has an equally im-
portant role in construction 
planning, he said. “It’s the 
VA’s responsibility to deter-
mine programming require-
ments and prepare budget 
requests to meet the medi-
cal needs of our veterans and 
families,” Caldwell said.

Designing VA treatment 
facilities is a lot more com-
plex than for other building 
construction projects. “Medi-
cal equipment requirements 
may be extensive,” he said. 
Also, “training is a vital com-
ponent in maintaining profes-
sional standards and keeping 
up to date on current prac-
tices.”

The Corps provides spe-
cialized technical training 
“across a broad range of sub-
jects, providing continuous 
learning, essential to main-
taining the highest levels of 
expertise in engineering and 
construction,” he added.

Authority for the Corps to 
assist the VA with construc-
tion is derived from the Econ-
omy Act (31 U.S. Code, 1535b).

Army projects
The Corps has delivered, 

or is in the process of design-
ing and constructing a full 
range of medical facilities 

Continued on page 42

Army Corps of Engineers complete VA projects

Building it better

A garden grows 
for the Army TOP-NOTCH PATIENT CARE: E.J. Carter (in bed) is the fi rst patient to 

arrive at the newly expanded state-of-the-art Fort Belvoir Community 
Hospital. Marc Barnes

GREEN THUMBS: A soldier and disabled vet visit a garden plot in 
Jackson, South Carolina. 
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HARBOR WATCH 
Forty-three million seconds, 
725,000 minutes, 12,000 hours, 
504 days, 72 weeks or one year, 
four months and 17 days. How-
ever the time is interpreted, it 
is a long time to be away from 
home, but that is how long em-
ployees from the Naval Sea 
Systems Command (NAVSEA) 
have spent away from theirs, 
since the tragic shootings of 
Sept. 16, 2013 at the Washing-
ton Navy Yard in Washing-
ton.

Navy Commander Vice 
Adm. William Hilarides offi -
cially opened the doors to the 
command’s newly renovated 
workplace during a christen-
ing ceremony held on Feb. 2 
on the steps of the Humphreys 
Building, Building 197. 

“Seventeen months ago 
we got knocked down. But, 
we didn’t stay down. We re-
turned to work, kept NAVSEA 
going, supported the fl eet, the 
Navy and each other,” said Hi-
larides during the christening 
ceremony. 

“We did so thanks to nu-
merous people both at the 
Navy Yard and in the neigh-
borhood. Though today is 
about looking forward and get-
ting back to where we belong, 
we’ll never forget those we lost 
that terrible day. They will al-
ways remain a part of us, the 
Navy, and NAVSEA.”

Following Sept. 16, employ-
ees were displaced across the 
Washington D.C. metro area as 

authorities conducted a multi-
month investigation inside 
Building 197. A decision was 
quickly made to renovate the 
building upon conclusion of 
the investigation, but it would 
be more than a year before the 
workforce could return.

With employees working 
in borrowed workspaces in 
neighboring commands or 
teleworking from home, com-
mand leadership worked fe-
verishly to fi nd a way to bring 
the workforce back together 
under one roof until the Hum-
phreys Building could be re-
paired and renovated.

Coincidentally, just a 
few blocks away, at Buzzard 
Point in Southwest Washing-
ton, D.C., members of the U.S. 
Coast Guard were vacating 
their headquarters building 
and moving to a new location. 

Command leadership 
worked with the General 
Services Administration to 
put together an occupancy 
agreement allowing Naval 
Sea Systems to temporarily 
move into the building. The 
850,000-square foot build-
ing, dubbed by employees as 
“NAVSEA West,” would serve 
as a temporary workplace for 
nearly 2,800 employees until 
renovations were completed. 

“The building really fell 
into our laps and it could not 
have come at a better time,” 
said Hilarides. 

With employees back to-
gether under one roof, the tem-

porary move to NAVSEA West 
was symbolic of the workforce 
collectively taking its fi rst step 
forward together. The year 
that followed would prove dif-
fi cult for many, both emotion-
ally and logistically.

“We’ve been here for a lit-
tle more than a year now and 
we’ve obviously had our chal-
lenges, coming and going, but 
it’s been a good year, a year to 
prepare ourselves, both spiri-
tually or emotionally to go 
back,” said Capt. Karin Ver-
nazza, director, NAVSEA To-
tal Force Management, one of 
the NAVSEA employees who 
returns to the Navy Yard this 
week. “I believe we’re stron-
ger and better prepared to 
handle the challenges ahead. 
Over the past year we have 
grown closer as a result of the 
incident and we are commit-
ted to our mission to get the 
job done. That’s what we’re 
all about, supporting the fl eet, 
so now it is about going to go 
back to where we belong — in 
the Navy Yard.” 

NAVSEA’s workforce will 
continue to transition back to 
the Navy Yard in the coming 
weeks. The last wave of em-
ployees is scheduled to return 
by the end of March. While it 
won’t be the fi rst time many 
employees have been in the 
building, it will have a new 
look and feel. 

In addition to repairing the 
damage, building renovations 
were also made.

HARBOR WATCH
Marines with Engineer Com-
pany, Marine Wing Support 
Squadron 274, transform an 
undeveloped piece of land at 
Marine Corps Air Station 
New River in North Carolina 
into a forward arming and re-
fueling point on Jan. 28.

Once completed, the refu-
eling plant will have three 
separate landing areas for 
rotary aircraft and be uti-
lized as a training facility. 
The new area will give the 
air station units a new train-
ing tool to increase the over-
all readiness, which will aid 
in future deployment train-
ing and work-ups.

“One of the major obsta-
cles we are having to contend 
with out here is the abun-
dance of stagnant water on 
the landing pad sites,” said 
Master Sgt. Richard Thomas, 
the company’s operations 
chief. “We have to drain a lot 
of those areas of that water so 
we can come in and do some 
light earth work.”

Another major obstacle 
the engineers faced while 
preparing the training area 

was the removal of many 
of the surrounding trees. 
They used many different 
tools for removal, including 
chainsaws and heavy equip-
ment.

“We have to clear a lot of 
the trees from several differ-
ent future roadways,” said 
Thomas. “We are also work-
ing on the land quality to im-
prove its California Bearing 
Ratio, the measurement used 
to determine the density and 
stability of the soil, which 
will allow the fuel trucks and 
other heavy equipment ac-
cess to the training area.”

The Marines began their 
task of preparing the land in 
mid-January.

“All of the Marines that 
have been a part of this proj-
ect have been doing an out-
standing job,” said 1st Lt. 
Bradley Kuczynski, the com-
pany’s heavy equipment pla-
toon commander. “This land 
had produced many obstacles 
for the Marines to overcome, 
and it is just great to see such 
a high level of work ethic and 
skill application on this op-
eration.”

Marines create 
a fueling station

New home for Navy

WELCOME HOME: Beverly Hilarides christens the Humphreys Building, Building 197, during a ceremony at the 
Washington Navy Yard. Looking on is her husband Vice Adm. Willy Hilarides, commander of Naval Sea Systems 
Command; Rear Adm. Katherine Gregory, commander of Naval Facilities Command; and Bill Deligne, executive 
director of Naval Sea Systems Command. Scott Adam Webb

MAKING WAY: Marine engineers show the proper way to fell a tree in 
planned training grounds. Cpl. Jorden Wells

for the Army and the other 
services as well as the VA, 
Caldwell informed the law-
makers. These include “very 
large hospitals valued near 
$1 billion that are capable of 
delivering world-class medi-
cal services for the armed 
forces and their families.”

These include:
• A new hospital at Fort 

Belvoir, Virginia, completed 
in 2011 at a cost of $1.03 bil-
lion;

• A hospital addition at 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
completed in 2011 at a cost of 

$802 million;
• A new hospital at Fort 

Benning, Georgia, com-
pleted in 2014 at a cost of $475 
million;

• A hospital under con-
struction at Fort Riley, Kan-
sas, with an authorization 
for $404 million with a com-
pletion date slated for this 
year;

• A hospital under con-
struction at Fort Bliss, 
Texas, with an authorization 
for $966 million with comple-
tion set for 2016;

• A hospital under con-
struction at Rhine Ordnance 
Barracks, Germany, with an 
authorization of $990 million, 
expected to open in 2022.

Continued from page

VA PROJECT



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 13-19, 2015 43  24-7

WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  

By Vanessa Ogle

Mr. Boombastic is about to get 
extra romantic.  

Singer and former Flatbush 
resident Shaggy will serenade his fans at 
a Valentine’s Day concert at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music on Feb. 14. The 
Jamaica-born crooner said his songs are 
perfect for singles or sweethearts who 
want to enjoy a romantic rendezvous at 
the show. 

“I sing a lot of romantic songs, you 

know,” said Shaggy, who splits his time 
between Jamaica and Long Island. “It is 
all dedicated to the ladies.”

The Grammy-winning singer, who is 
arguably best known for his early-2000s 
hits “It Wasn’t Me” and “Angel,” said the 
show will have a mix of his early music 
— “the classics” — and newer music, 
including his latest single “I Need Your 
Love.” 

The reggae royal will be joined on-
stage with fellow Jamaican singers Maxi 

Priest and Sanchez. Priest and Shaggy 
sang together on the 1996 song “That 
Girl.”

Shaggy, who grew up in Jamaica but 
lived in Flatbush as an adult, said that 
Brooklyn still has some of the Caribbean 
culture he craves, even though it has 
changed tremendously in the past few 
decades. 

“There are lot of Caucasians up in 
there,” he said, but added that not all 
areas have been gentrified. “You still 

have the places where you can get your 
jerk chicken.” 

Shaggy performed a packed show in 
Prospect Park in 2013, and said he always 
looks forward to coming back to the hip-
hop hot-spot.  

“Brooklyn is the Mecca,” he said. 
Shaggy, Maxi Priest, and Sanchez at the 

Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.
bam.org]. Feb. 14 at 7 pm. Tickets from $79.

Shaggy brings romance to Brooklyn on Valentine’s Day

Hey, sexy ladies: Shaggy said he is dedicating all 
the songs at his Fort Greene concert to the ladies in 
the crowd. Associated Press / Keystone / Georgios Kefalas

Mr. Lover Lover
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By Max Jaeger

Most people want to avoid a sideshow at 
their wedding.

For those who don’t, Valentine’s Day 
is your chance to get married by Coney Island 
sideshow impresario Dick Zigun. Coney Island 
USA is throwing its fifth annual Valentine’s Day 
for Lovers and Losers on Feb. 14, And Zigun, an 
ordained minister and certified marriage offici-
ant, will be giving couples a first-class ticket to 
the tunnel of love. The unofficial mayor of Sodom 
by the Sea said the church that ordained him is 
more paper mache than  a Spook-A-Rama prop , 
but his credentials are rock solid. 

“There is an online church — the Universal 
Life Church — that exists so wackos or celebri-
ties can get ordained without actually going to 
seminary college,” Rev. Zigun said, adding the 
city recognizes him as a legit man of the cloth 
and issued him a certificate to officiate marriages 
in 2012.

Zigun will also be officiating vow renewals, 
and if you’re not ready to take the plunge, you 
and your paramour can still have Zigun formalize 
your exclusivity.

“Being our Coney Island huckster, I’ll also be 
issuing ‘going steady certificates,’ ” he said.

Beyond weddings, the party will also feature 

burlesque acts, a musical performance by  local 
LED-emblazoned six-string shredder Blazes , and 
a raffle with prizes, Zigun said.

And the romantically un-entangled needn’t let 
the stigma of going stag stop them from coming 
out — you may just get lucky, one organizer said.

“Some people without a lover sit at home or 
wherever they are, so they’re considered losers, 
but if they come to our show, they’re probably 
going to get somebody who will put a smile on 
their face,” said Princess Pat Muko, the side-
show’s resident snake charmer, risque dancer, and 
ambler over broken glass.

Muko held similar events living in England, 
and when she moved state-side, she pitched it as 
a way to get folks out to wind-swept Coney in the 
winter time. It was an uphill battle, but she came 
out on top, she said.

“I said, because I’m a hustler, you give me the 
chance,” she said. “They did, and the place was 
packed.”

Princess Pat presents the Fifth Annual 
Valentine’s Day for Lovers and Losers at Coney 
Island USA (1208 Surf Ave. between Stillwell 
Avenue and W. 12th Street, www.coneyisland.com). 
Feb. 14 at 9 pm. $15. Marriages are $100 — for 
information, e-mail Rev. Zigun at dzigun@gmail.
com.

By Trupti Rami

These artists don’t mind being 
typecast. 

Bushwick’s ArtHelix gal-
lery has curated its latest exhibi-
tion in a novel way — by person-
ality type. The organizer of the 
show asked the participating art-
ists to take the Myers-Briggs Type 
Indicator personality test, then used 
the results to arrange their pieces in 
the space. The culminating exhi-
bition “Type Indicators” offers a 
unique look at how the artists’ per-
sonalities relate to their work, he 
said.

“I loved the challenge of trans-
lating a psychology research tool 
into an idea for an art project,” said 
Wilson Duggan, gallery manager 
and curator at ArtHelix. 

The Myers-Briggs test identifies 
16 distinct personality types across 
eight preferences: extraversion or 
introversion, sensing or intuition, 
thinking or feeling, and judging or 
perceiving. Duggan, an introver-
sion-intuition-feeling-judging type, 
said he found that most of the 41 
artists in the show had results that 
preference intuition over sensing 
when it comes to the way they pro-
cess information. 

“The results were very revealing, 
because the distribution throughout 
the sample of people was so dif-
ferent from how the Myers-Briggs 
types are distributed in the general 
population,” he said.

One participating artist said 
the test isn’t perfect, but found his 
results were a pretty good fit.

“All these tests are more like 
a correctly sized off-the-shelf 
shirt rather than a tailor-made 
garment,” said Sunset Park artist 
Scott Robinson, an extraversion-
intuition-feeling-judging type. “I 
think it means that I fall into a 
personality type category that’s 
somewhat rare in the population 

but common among artists.” 
Another “Type Indicators” artist 

said the assessment was a pretty 
accurate description of her person-
ality, but not her piece in the show.

“The work is obsessive, medi-
tative, repetitive,” said Jaynie 
Crimmins, an extraversion-intu-
ition-feeling-perceiving type who 
used shredded household mail to 
make an eye-catching sphere that 
looks like a flower. “The piece, 
‘External Factor 1,’ is the beginning 
of a new direction for my work, 
moving from the organic forms I 
have used in my work to finding the 
beauty and geometry in nature.”

But Robinson said he can see a 
correlation between his diagnosed 
personality and his art — possibly.  

“If it affects my painting, it 
might have something to do with 
my appropriation of imagery or 
recycled forms,” said Robinson, 
whose work “Antipode #3” features 
abstract three-dimensional shapes 
painted in front of a found land-
scape image. “But that may be a 
shallow analogy.”

“Type Indicators” at ArtHelix 
[299 Meserole St. between Bogart 
and Waterbury streets in Bushwick, 
(917) 664–6523, www.arthelix.com]. 
Feb. 13–March 1. Free.

Plenty of fish at Coney Valentine’s soiree

It’s personal: Artist Jaynie Crimmins said 
her piece “External Factor 1” is at odds 
with her Myers-Briggs personality type.
 Jaynie Crimmins

Island romance: Betsy Propane, Big Joe, Princess Pat Muko, Mr. Strange, and Amanda Jencsik will perform in a 
Valentine’s Day show at Coney Island USA.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham 

FREAKIN’
LOVE-FEST

Psyche art

The real and surreal: “Antipode #3” by Sunset Park artist Scott Robinson, an 
extraversion-intuition-feeling-judging type. Scott Robinson

Bushwick gallery curates show 
via personality test
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Brooklyn’s Oldest Italian Restaurant, Est. 1906

Celebrate Valentines Day with us
$75 PER PERSON — 3 COURSE MEAL

Price includes a glass of bubbles
Price excludes sales tax and gratuity

Wine pairings available for an additional $25 per person

With a choice of 8 appetizers,

9 entrees and 8 desserts

4 Seatings: 4PM • 6PM • 8PM • 10pm

For reservations please call (718) 852–7800

Open Tuesday thru Sunday 

Private Parties  •  Parking on Premise 

We Only Accept AMEX and Cash

451 CARROLL STREET  •  BROOKLYN, NY 11215
718.852.7800  •  www.montesnyc.com

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

FO

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$26.95*$16.75 $21.75*

NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONSIDERED A LANDMARK

$31.00*
$29.00
$32.00

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA

Happy 
Valentines Day!

We will be serving a special 
      pre fi xed menu

      Reservations 
suggested

*

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

114 Bay Ridge Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220

 | Mon.–Thurs.: 4–11 p.m.

MONDAY NIGHT

This Valentine’s Day

FROM NOON TO MIDNIGHT

SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET
FROM NOON TO 3:30 P.M.

PRIVATE PARTY ROOMS

Come celebrate your special occasions

Mexican Appetizers & Entrees

 includes:
Seafood Soup

Seafood Platter
(1/2 Lobster, Shrimp, Calamari and 

a choice of Tilapia or Salmon)
Tiramisu

Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY’S

Includes a Glass of 
Sangria or Margarita

VALENTINE’S DAY DINING
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By Danielle Furfaro

He is a different kind of war reporter. 
Acclaimed poet Tom Sleigh has penned a 

new collection of stories and 
poetry based on his observations 
from visiting war-torn areas of the 
world, including Syria, Lebanon, 
and Somalia. But the Boerum Hill 
resident, who will read from his 
book “Station Zed” at BookCourt 
on Feb. 19, said his goal in writ-
ing the tome was to concentrate 
on the day-to-day experience of 
living in conflict, rather than 
making any sort of overarching 
statements about war. 

“Since I am not a real jour-
nalist and am an amateur, I 
do not have pressure to make sense of what is 
happening or make any sort of policy prescription,” 
said Sleigh, who has written six poetry books before 
this one. “I am interested in poems and prose to get 
the texture and feel of the place and what it is like 
every day.”

When Sleigh first visited Lebanon in 2007, some-
one set off a bomb in a downtown Beirut shopping 
district. He said he was surprised to see that the city’s 
fashionistas just continued going about their shopping 
and treated the bombing as little more than an incon-
venience. He also observed the blast pattern, noting 
that the bomb had sucked all of the clothes out of the 
display window of an Armani store. 

“That is the kind of detail I am interested in,” said 
Sleigh, who is a distinguished professor at Hunter 
College. “I am not much interested in what people 
would call their political convictions. I am interested 
in emotions, because they are hard to come to terms 
with and change a lot.”

Sleigh’s odyssey into conflict zones began with 
that first trip to Lebanon, which was a sort of diplo-

matic mission organized by an Arabic human rights 
organization. Sleigh said he was taken by the condi-
tions that Palestinian refugees were living in, and 
that prompted many trips to other war-torn areas of 
the world. Over the years, he has sat in on interviews 
with hundreds of refugees from all over and talked to 
people who have lived the minutiae of the horrors of 
war every day. 

“I try to be as truthful as I can be to what I am 
actually observing,” he said. “I do not want what I am 
thinking and feeling to get in the way.”

Tom Sleigh reads from “Station Zed” at BookCourt 
[163 Court St. between Pacific and Dean streets in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 875–3677, www.bookc ourt.com]. 
Feb. 19 at 7 pm. Free.

By Max Jaeger

Love is in the Bay Ridge air, 
and the neighborhood has a 
romantic weekend in store 

for you.
Chances are good you won’t get 

to enjoy bar food on Valentine’s 
Day. So on Friday, cap off your week 
with a beer and a brat at Schnitzel 
Haus (7319 Fifth Ave. between 79th 
and 80th streets). Pop-rockers Final 
Cut will play hits from the era of 
free love to get people in the mood 
for the most romantic day of the 
year. The taps are always going, but 
the music kicks off at 9 pm.

Saturday is the big day. Start 
off with a glass of vino at the 
Owl’s Head (479 74th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues). Once the 
grappa has your juices flowing, it is 
time to have that romantic dinner. 
Valentine’s Day meals are too pre-
carious for even Bay Ridge Nights 
to hazard a recommendation (we’d 
get wings from the Kettle Black 
[8622 Third Ave. between 86th and 

87th streets], just sayin’), so we’re 
going to leave this one up to you 
and your paramour. The national 
weather service is forecasting a 
chilly day for lovers, so we suggest 
you forget the Saturday night plans 
and make some heat in the comfort 
of your home.

But what’s a single guy or gal 

to do? Take your pick of music — 
British Invasion apologists London 
Fogg will play Greenhouse Cafe 
(7717 Third Ave. between 77th and 
78th streets) at 9:30 pm, DJ John 
Paul Venuto will spin the black 
circle at Bean Post Pub (7525 Fifth 
Ave. between Bay Ridge Parkway 
and 76th Street) at 10 pm, and Radio 
Daze is playing the Wicked Monk 
(9510 Third Ave. between 95th and 
96th streets) at 11 pm.

And with Valentine’s Day out 
of the way, you can focus on the 
holiday that really matters — Mardi 
Gras is fast approaching! Spend 
Sunday getting ready for a celebra-
tion of excess followed by 40 days 
pretending Lent doesn’t exist. Buy 
masks and beads, dust off your 
accordion and see if the Music 
Box School (9402 Fort Hamilton 
Pkwy. at 94th Street) will teach you 
some Zydeco, cover those photos of 
Pope Francis — do whatever you 
have to, because Fat Tuesday is this 
Tuesday.

Jazz drummer Andrew 
Drury insists he is just an 
old-fashioned musician. 

“I’m really like an old school 
jazzer,” he said. “That’s how 
I think of myself. That’s my 
foundation.” 

But this Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens resident composes 
music that is a far cry from 
jaunty trad jazz or even the 
speedy swing of be-bop. On 
Feb. 17, Drury will release two 
different albums — the group 
recording “Content Provider” 
and solo effort “The Drum” — 
at Roulette in Boerum Hill. And 
the tunes on both discs sound 
more like avant garde rock or 
haunted house soundtracks. 

Drury also utilizes a num-
ber of non-traditional means 
to make his chosen instrument 
sound like anything but a drum 
kit. On “The Drum,” you’ll hear 
him coaxing loud screeches and 
deep drones from a floor tom 
using pieces of a faucet assem-
bly, a sheet of aluminum, and 
a bamboo shish-kabob skewer. 
Okay, Drury admits, maybe he 
can be a little unconventional.

“I was like a scientist in a 
laboratory,” he said of his late-
night sessions recording this 
album. “I wonder about drum 
teachers I had in the past. If they 
were alive today, what would 
they have thought about this?” 

“Content Provider” was 
recorded with conventional 
quartet — including guitarist 
Brandon Seabrook and saxo-
phonists Briggan Krauss and 
Ingrid Laubrock — but the 
music on the album still flies far 
afield from expectations. One 
track, “The Band is a Drum 
Set,” is dominated by atonal 
squeaks and blurts, while the 
Clifford Brown composition 
“Daahoud” is wrenched from 
its quick-paced bop roots and 
transformed into slow-burning 
blues. 

And just to buck conven-
tion further, Drury is adding 
an extra degree of difficulty 
by self-releasing both albums, 
rather than working with an 
already established record label. 
But the stick-man said he is hap-
pier marching to the beat of his 
own drum.

“I didn’t even shop it around,” 
he said. “It’s good to have total 
control over the process and 
not have to wait months to get 
these out. The age of the labels 
is almost gone, so it makes a lot 
of sense to do this now.” 

Andrew Drury at Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. between 
Third Avenue and Nevins Street 
in Boerum Hill, (212) 219–8242, 
www.roulette.org]. Feb. 17 at 
8 pm. $20, $15 members and 
seniors.

Drummer Andrew Drury 
drop two unusual albums

B’Hill poet pens book about life in conflict zones

He’s got the beat: Prospect Lefferts Gardens drummer Andrew Drury. 
 Photo by Reuben Radding Boerum Hill bard: Poet Tom Sleigh has penned a new book 

inspired by trips to war-torn areas of the world. 
 Annette Hornischer

Off-beat guy

FIGHTING WORDS

Bay Ridge is for lovers!
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Valentine’s 
Day 

Menu
From 4pm on

APPETIZERS (CHOICE OF ONE)

Shrimp Ajillo · Chorizo (Spanish sausages) · Mushrooms Ajillo
Clams Cocktail · Calamares en su tinta (Squids ink sauce)

Shrimp Cocktail · Salpicon (Cold Seafood salad)

ENTRÉES (CHOICE OF ONE)

Paella Valenciana (Rice, chicken, sausage & seafood)—with Lobster add $850 
Mariscada in Green Sauce · Shrimp Ajillo · Broiled Filet of Salmon 

Tilapia with Rose Sauce · Veal Sanchos · Chicken with Almond Sauce 
Filet Mignon* · Broiled Lobster Tail* 

Mar y Tierra (Surf & Turf)* · Sirloin Steak* · Rack of Lamb*

*Add $8
All entrées are served with salad and vegetables or rice

DESSERTS (CHOICE OF ONE)
Chocolate mousse cake · Cheese cake · Flan · Ice cream

$45 per person + tax + tips

WE ARE OPEN FROM 12 NOON ON...

Mid Day Pre-fi xe
$25 per person (Tax + Tip not included)

Monday - Friday 12pm - 7pm

Valentine’s Day 
Enjoy our Special Menu

which includes a choice of 4 Appetizers, 
9 Entrees & 5 Desserts

$55 per person (Tax + Tip not included)

ALL Holiday 
www.thepearlroom.com

The Most Awarded 
Restaurant in Brooklyn

Reserve Early For Valentine’s Day!

Buon San Valentino!

For Reservations 
Call 

718 833-6666

VALENTINE’S DAY DINING
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Who says you can’t go back 
home again?

At Casa Pepe, the chef and the 
new partner have done just that, 
returning to the restaurant they 
love, laden with fresh ideas to 
entice diners.

Manager Carlos Santamaria 
started working at Casa Pepe as 
a bus boy when he was still at-
tending school. He went on to be-
come a waiter, a bartender, and 
also helped out in the kitchen. 
After being away a few years, 
he’s now back as a partner. Fe-
licidades!

One of his first official acts 
was to recruit chef Marco 
Zumba, who had cooked up 
memorable dishes at Casa Pepe 
for 12 years. Both men are work-
ing together to make Casa Pepe 
even more fabulous than it is to-
day. For the new year, they plan 
to make some menu changes, 
re-introducing customer fa-
vorites from the past like the 
ground beef enchiladas in hard 
shells and chicken stuffed with 
shrimp.   

“Presentation is very im-
portant,” says Zumba, who has 
trained at top restaurants, and 
knows how to create dishes that 
appeal to all the senses.

“We plan to keep tradition,” 
says Santamaria. “And we also 
want to introduce new recipes.” 

Among them are ceviche, 
made from raw fish that has 
been cured in citrus juices; and 
steaks with chimmichurri, a 
popular green sauce served in 
Latin American countries.  

The entire staff will become 
involved by tasting the food, so 
that they are able to describe ev-
ery juicy detail to guests. 

Brunch is back on Saturdays 
and Sundays, from noon until 
3:30 pm. It’s a wonderful way to 
turn an ordinary Sunday into a 
fun day. Gather the entire clan 
for a meal that has something 

everyone will enjoy. The $13.75 
per person price includes a buf-
fet of tantalizing dishes like the 
Spanish tortilla, a potato-and-
egg omelet popular in Spain; pa-
ella with shrimp, mussels, and 
Spanish sausage; pulled pork; 
Shepherd’s Pie; chicken wings; 
vegetables; salad; fruit plat-
ters; and more. The offerings 
change daily, so there’s always 
a different feast to experience. 
A margarita or glass of sangria 
is included in the price as is 
an assortment of desserts such 
as flan, a traditional Spanish 
custard, served with a mound 
of whipped cream; or, perhaps 
chocolate mousse, or Chef Zum-

ba’s homemade tiramisu. 
On Mondays, come in for a 

Mexican 2-for-1 Fiesta, when of-
ferings are buy one, get one free, 
from 4 to 11 pm. On Tuesdays, a 
$34 Seafood Special starts with 
a lobster bisque, and includes 
entrees like broiled lobster, 
salmon, or shrimp.

Don’t miss Casa Pepe’s won-
derful homemade guacamole, 
prepared tableside. You can or-
der it as mild or as spicy as you 
wish because the ingredients 
— onions, cilantro, tomatoes, 
and jalapenos — are added by 
the server, as you watch it being 
made. Scoop it up with colorful 
green, black, yellow, and red tor-

tilla chips. 
Should you wish you to have 

your own private fiesta, you’ve 
come to the right place. Casa 
Pepe welcomes bridal showers, 
intimate weddings, rehearsal 
dinners, christenings, and busi-
ness functions. Up to 125 guests 
can be accommodated in one 
room; another seats 75. 

Casa Pepe Spanish and Mexi-
can Cuisine [114 Bay Ridge Ave. 
between Colonial Road and Nar-
rows Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–8865, www.CasaPepe.com]. 
Open Mondays through Thurs-
days, 4–11 pm; Fridays, 4 pm–
midnight; Saturdays, noon–mid-
night; and Sundays, noon–11 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Casa Pepe serving old favorites, new specials
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VALENTINE’S DAY DINING

LOBSTERS LIVE OR STEAMED - ALL SIZES $10.99/LB
RETAIL MARKET ONLY

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

   LOBSTER DINNER
GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER

11/4 LB. EA.

$20 + TAX

All Include: 

   NY STRIP STEAK
 

PLAIN

$20 + TAX

   COCONUT SHRIMP
PLATTER

$19 + TAX

 SNOW
CRAB LEGS

 LB
PLAIN

$19 + TAX

 DINER & RESTAURANT
1619 718-331-2221

 

RATED #1 DINER IN BROOKLYN
BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING
ON PREMISES
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)

Happy Valentine’s Day
from everyone at

Free 
Delivery 

to 
Homes 

and 
Offices 

in 
Bay 

Ridge 
& 

Dyker 
Heights
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FRI, FEB. 13

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, LIFE SIZE MAPS, 

DOOMSQUAD, PHONE 
HOME, TOMBOY: $8. 7:30 
pm. Palisades [906 Broad-
way at Stockton Street in 
Bushwick, (201) 214–7444], 
www.palisadesbk.com. 

MUSIC, THEDK, PINK PAIN-
FUL, HELLO PHONES, 
MAYBE THE WELDERS: 
$8. 8 pm. Trash Bar [256 
Grand St. at Driggs Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–1000], www.thetrash-
bar.com. 

DANCE, “AIDOS”: Douglas 
Dunn and Dancers pres-
ents a performance por-
traying the Greek goddess 
of shame. $20. 8 pm. BAM 
Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “THE SINGAPORE 
MIKADO”: Theater 2020 
present a twist on Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s musical. $18. 
8 pm. The Saint Charles 
Borromeo Church (19 Sid-
ney Pl. between Joralemon 
Street and Aitken Place in 
Brooklyn Heights), www.
brownpapertickets.com. 

THEATER, “FOOLS”: The 
Heights Players presents 
Neil Simon’s comedy set a 
long time ago in a remote 
Russian village. $20. 8:00 
pm. Heights Players [26 
Willow Pl. between Jora-
lemon and State streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
237–2752], www.height-
splayers.org. 

THEATER, “SEE HEAR 
TASTE TOUCH”: The 
Modern-Day Griot Theatre 
Company presents a fes-
tival of one-act plays by 
emerging playwrights, and 
an art and photography 
exhibit by local artists. $18. 
7:30 pm. South Oxford 
Space (138 South Oxford 
St. between Hanson Place 
and Atlantic Avenue in 
Downtown), www.modern-
daygriot.org. 

OTHER
ART, “FROM ASHES” AND 

“LIGHT MATTER” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: Chris 
Gonyea’s “From Ashes” 
features his drawings 
made with soot and an 
eraser. “Light Matter” is a 
site-specifi c installation by 
Estonian-born artist Jaan-
ika Peerna, featuring large 
and small-scale drawings 
on mylar and fi lm. Free. 
6–8 pm. Kentler Interna-
tional Drawing Space [353 
Van Brunt St. at Wolcott 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
875–2098], www.kentler-
gallery.org. 

ART, “901 — MILES FROM 
NORMAL”: Featuring 
work by Master of Fine 
Arts students from Illinois 
State University’s School 
of Art, including painting, 
installation, photography, 
ceramics, glass and prints. 
Free. 1–6 pm. Front Room 
Gallery [147 Roebling St. 
between Hope Street and 
Metropolitan Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–
2556], www.frontroom.org. 

TOYS, GAMES, AND PUZ-
ZLES: Playtime for kids 
aged 0–5. Free. 10:30 
am–11:30 am. Gerritsen 
Beach Public Library [2808 
Gerritsen Ave. between 
Bartlett Place and Gotham 

Avenue in Gerritsen Beach, 
(718) 368–1435], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

TWEEN TEEN TECH TIME: 
Tweens and teens enjoy 
books, Nintendo and Play-
station videogames, and 
music, while participating 
in Reading is Fundamental. 
Free. 3:30–5 pm. Sunset 
Park Public Library [5108 
Fourth Ave. at 51st Street 
in Sunset Park, (718) 965–
6533], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

TOT SHABBAT: Kids 5 and 
under make new friends 
while interacting with 
Rabbi Rosenberg, who 
teaches about Shabbat 
using songs and stories. 
Free. 5 pm. Bay Ridge Jew-
ish Center [8025 Fourth 
Ave. between 80th and 
81st streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 836–3103], www.
brjc.org. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
BLOODY VALENTINE: 
Comedy from Ted Alex-
andro, Christi Chiello, 
LeClerc Andre, Carolyn 
Busa, Khalid Rahmaan, 
and Carolyn Castiglia. 
Followed by DJs from the 
Earthprogram Ltd. spin-
ning tunes. $5. 9 pm. Bar 
Matchless [557 Manhattan 
Ave. at Driggs Avenue in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–
5333], www.barmatchless.
com. 

SAT, FEB. 14

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “AN OC-

TOROON”: Branden 
Jacobs-Jenkins puts a 
modern spin on the 1859 
antebellum melodrama 
“The Octoroon.” $60–$85. 
2 pm and 7:30 pm. Theatre 

for a New Audience, Po-
lonsky Shakespeare Center 
[262 Ashland Pl. between 
Fulton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(212) 229–2819], www.
tfana.org. 

THEATER, “SLEEPING 
BEAUTY”: The classic 
fairy tale is brought to 
life through puppetry. $9 
($10 adults). 12:30 pm and 
2:30 pm. Puppetworks 
[338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppet-
works.org. 

MUSIC, TWO GALLANTS: 
$20. 8 pm. Rough Trade 
NYC [64 N. Ninth St. be-
tween Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, BEACON, LORD 
RAJA, TALLESEN: $15 ($12 
in advance). 8 pm. Baby’s 
All Right [146 Broadway 
between Bedford and Dri-
ggs avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–5800], 
www.babysallright.com. 

OTHER
COMEDY, THE REJECTION 

SHOW VALENTINE’S DAY 
HEARTBREAK HAVEN: 
With performances and 
stories from comedians, 
musicians, and more. $12 
($10 in advance). 7 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

PONYCON: Convention for 
fans of “My Little Pony.” 
$35–$75. 10 am–7 pm. St. 
Francis College [180 Rem-
sen St. between Court and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489–5200], 
www.sfc.edu. 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, FEB. 13
SPORTS, BBVA COMPASS 

RISING STARS CHAL-
LENGE: The NBA’s top 
rookies and sopho-
mores compete against 
the best newcomers 
from around the world. 
$22–$87. 9 pm.

SUN, FEB. 15
SPORTS, NBA D-LEAGE 

ALL-STAR GAME: $10–
$70. 12:30 pm.

THUR, FEB. 19
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: $15–$65. 7 
pm.

FRI, FEB. 20
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SAT, FEB. 21
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SUN, FEB. 22
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

TUE, FEB. 24
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

WED, FEB. 25
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

THUR, FEB. 26
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 10:30 am 
and 7 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 19.

FRI, FEB. 27
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

SAT, FEB. 28
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SUN, MARCH 1
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

MON, MARCH 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. GOLDEN 
STATE WARRIORS: 
$40–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, MARCH 4
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. CHARLOTTE 
HORNETS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

THUR, MARCH 5
MUSIC, CHARLIE WIL-

SON, KEM AND JOE: 
$57.50–$153. 7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PHOENIX 
SUNS: $20–$3,000. 8 
pm.

SAT, MARCH 7
SPORTS, WWE LIVE 

ROAD TO WRESTLE-
MANIA: $25.50–
$120.50. 7:30 pm.

CITIZENSHIP PREP AND US 
CIVICS: Students develop 
their English speaking skills 
as well as their knowledge 
of U.S. history and govern-
ment. Free. 10:30 am–1:30 
pm and 1:30–4:30 pm. 
Prospect Park YMCA [357 
Ninth St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 912–2375]. 

THE YEAR OF THE SHEEP: 
Celebrate Lunar New Year 
and learn about sheep in 
art from around the world. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

CHINESE NEW YEAR: Pup-
petry in Practice pres-
ents this celebration 
with shadow puppets. A 
Dragon Parade follows. 
Free with museum ad-
mission. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

AFTER SCHOOL HOME-
WORK HELP: A trained 
volunteer helps kids and 
teenagers to complete 
their homework. Free. 2:30 
pm. Sunset Park Public Li-
brary [5108 Fourth Ave. at 
51st Street in Sunset Park, 
(718) 965–6533], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

JEWISH EARTH DAY CEL-
EBRATION AND SEDER: 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
celebrates Earth Day. Free. 
6:30 pm. Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center [8025 Fourth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

BROKEN HEARTED BALL: 
An anti-Valentine’s Day 
show, with DJs spinning 
sets of angsty breakup 
songs and sexy hookup 
songs. $5. Midnight. 
Cameo Gallery [93 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–1180], 
www.cameony.net. 

SUN, FEB. 15

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, LOVE AND JOY: A 

Family Valentine: Family-
friendly music from Jon 
Samson and Lucy Kalan-
tari, hot cocoa, Valentine’s 
treats, and a chance to win 
an autographed ukulele. 
$15 ($10 advance). 11 am. 
ShapeShifter Lab [18 Whit-
well Pl. between First and 
Carroll streets in Gowanus, 
(646) 820–9452], www.
shapeshifterlab.com. 

MUSIC, “SLIDE HAMPTON 
JAZZ JAM”: In honor 
of trombonist and Fort 
Greene resident Slide 
Hampton, whose home on 
245 Carlton Avenue hosted 
world famous jazz musi-
cians and jam sessions for 
over two decades. Free. 
6–8 pm. Splitty (415 Myrtle 
Ave. between Clinton and 
Vanderbilt avenues in Fort 
Greene). 

MUSIC, PATTI LABELLE AND 
BILLY OCEAN: $79. 7 
pm. BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org. 

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Beginner’s luck: The best rookies and sophomores in the NBA 
will face off against the best newcomers from around the 
world at Barclays Center on Feb. 13. 
 Associated Press / Gerald Herbert

Lady Marmalade: Patti LaBelle will perform with Billy Ocean 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music on Feb.15. 
 Associated Press / Manuel Balce Ceneta
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OTHER
ANIMAL TRACKING: Rang-

ers teach kids tips and 
tricks to identify animal 
tracks. Free. 1 pm. Salt 
Marsh Nature Center [3302 
Avenue U in Marine Park, 
(718) 421–2021]. 

VERY VERY VERRAZANO: 
Children work together to 
build a giant-sized model 
of the Verrazano Narrows 
Bridge while learning 
about make this suspen-
sion bridge an engineer-
ing marvel. Free with 
museum admission. 1:30 
pm. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown, (718) 694–
1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

READING “MY SELMA” AND 
“A DEFIANT LEADER”: 
Former Selma resident 
Willie Mae Brown read 
from her memoirs. Free. 
2–3:30 pm. Tabla Rasa Gal-
lery [224 48th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 833–
9100], www.tablarasagal-
lery.com. 

BINGO: Hosted by Ariel 
Speedwagon. Free. 8 pm. 
Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com. 

MON, FEB. 16

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, GINGERLYS, LEAVE 

THE PLANET, WILD PINK, 
MELT: 8 pm. Palisades 
[906 Broadway at Stockton 

Street in Bushwick, (201) 
214–7444], www.pali-
sadesbk.com. 

MUSIC, HAPPY HOUR WITH 
THE THREE GENTLEMEN: 
Free. 5 pm. Hill Country 
Barbecue [345 Adams St. 
at Willoughby Street, (718) 
885–4608], www.hillcoun-
trybk.com. 

OTHER
COMPUTER LITERACY AND 

JOB READINESS: Instruc-
tion in word processing, 
Excel, e-mail, internet 
search techniques, and 
resume-building. Free. 
6–9 pm. Prospect Park 
YMCA [357 Ninth St. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, (212) 
912–2375]. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN 
SHOW: Comedian Mehran 

Khaghani hosts a weekly 
comedy show, with celeb-
rity and comedian guests 
joining him on stage. $10 
($8 in advance). 9 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

TUES, FEB. 17

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, DENMARK CHAM-

BER CHOIR: Singers from 
the University of Southern 
Denmark and from the 
island of Fionia will per-
form Danish standards 
and works of composer 
Carl Nielsen. $15. 7:30 
pm. Bethlehem Lutheran 
Chur (Ovington Avenue 

NEVERMORESHOW.COM  
TELECHARGE.COM OR 212.239.6200   
NEW WORLD STAGES  ·  340 W 50TH ST     

 LOGO DESIGN: KURT FIRLA     PHOTO: DAVID COOPER                        

“EXQUISITELY STYLISH...
A GOTHIC FANTASIA!”  

 - The New York Times

 - The London Telegraph

“                                                    ”

“SPECTACULAR!
   A MASTERPIECE!”  

- Londonist

Continued on page 52
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and Fourth Avenue in Bay 
Ridge). 

OTHER
ELECTRICITY LIVE!: Kids 

discover how current 
travels along the third 
rail to power trains. Free 
with museum admission. 
10:30 am, 11:30 am, 12:30 
pm and 2 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
694–1600], www.mta.info/
mta/museum. 

READING, ANANSI THE AF-
RICAN SPIDERMAN: Kids 
listen to tales of the mis-
chievous Anansi and dis-
cover how this African tale 
traveled around the world. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 11:30 am. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

WED, FEB. 18

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE TEMPLE, 

OR, LEBENSRAUM”: Set 
in World War II, a German 
U-boat’s mission becomes 
a journey into terror as its 
crew is trapped within on 

the ocean fl oor. Inspired by 
H.P. Lovecraft’s 1920 story. 
$18. 7:30 pm. The Brick 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 907–6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

OTHER
“PERSON, PLACE, THING”: 

Randy Cohen records his 
popular podcast and radio 
show with Lev Grossman, 
author of “The Magicians.” 
$5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

THURS, FEB. 19

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE PAJAMA 

GAME”: Presented by the 
Brooklyn Players Commu-
nity Musical Theatre. $25 
at the door. 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Music School Playhouse 
[126 St. Felix St. between 
Lafayette Avenue and Han-
son Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 638–5660], brooklyn-
musicschool.org. 

OTHER
TALK, WENDELL PIERCE IN 

CONVERSATION WITH 
SOLEDAD O’BRIEN: Actor 
Wendell Pierce discusses 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Group art show paints the town ‘blood’ red for Valentine’s Day
Art collective THE CCD ART & SUPPLY CO. pre-

sented its second group art show: “The St. Valentine’s 
Day Massacre: Mobster Movies... In Blood Red!” The 
show featured works from 16 artists inspired by 16 fa-
mous mobster movies. It opened on  Feb. 7 at the Irish 
Haven bar in Sunset Park.  

THE CCD ART & SUPPLY CO. is an art collective cre-
ated by pop-culture enthusiast and writer Mike DeVito 
and artist Tommy Lombardozzi. 

“A lot of the artists that I knew were wildly talented 
yet didn’t have the means or marketplace to sell their art-
work individually,” DeVito said, “so it is much easier to 
join our established group to help facilitate the release of 
their material to the world.” 

The collective was formed as an off-shoot of DeVito’s 
pop-culture-themed blog Cultural Compulsive Disorder: 
CCDblog.com. 

“The CCD ART & SUPPLY CO.’s goal is to create, 
share, and sell original artwork created by like-minded 
artists, both traditional and digital,” Lombardozzi ex-
plained, “while focusing on pop-culture subjects they 
love: movies, comics, tv, music, literature, video games, 
or toys.”

In choosing the show’s theme, Lombardozzi explained 
that he and co-founder DeVito were “throwing ideas 
around” when the St. Valentine’s Day massacre came up. 

“Since the blog and the collective focus on pop-cul-
ture related stuff, we had to figure out how to relate that 
theme back to pop-culture. The mobster movies facili-
tated that.” 

The show’s venue, the Irish Haven, is a veteran of 
both Brooklyn and mobster movies: it opened in 1964 and 
was featured in Martin Scorcese’s film “The Departed,” 
which is also served as inspiration for one of the works 
featured in the show.

The show featured work by: Ray Arcadio, Joseph Mi-

lazzo, Erle Thompkins, John LaMacchia, John Green, 
Christina Rubino, Brian Clarke, Matt T. Perry, Kendra 
Cooke, Alfred Accetura, Elgin Braden, Mike Bailey, Joey 
Armao, Krida Metalla, Gary Esposito, and Tommy Lom-
bardozzi. 

Fourteen works were sold at the show. The next will 
be in April at Irish Haven, 5721- Fourth Avenue, Brook-
lyn, NY 11220.

For more information on the CCD ART & SUPPLY CO. 
and to purchase work from its artists, visit: https://the-ccd-
art-supply-co.myshopify.com/

Continued from page 51 

his performance in “Broth-
ers from the Bottom,” a 
play that looks at gen-
trifi cation and the bond 
between brothers in New 
Orleans. He is joined by 
journalist, documentar-
ian, and producer Soledad 
O’Brien. $5. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 

Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

FRI, FEB. 20

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BROOKLYN CHAM-

BER MUSIC SOCIETY: Per-
forming Schulhoff’s “Duo 
for violin and cello,” Schu-
bert’s “Trio for violin, viola, 

and cello in B fl at major, D 
471,” and Verdi’s “Quar-
tet for strings in E minor.” 
Free. 8 pm. First Unitarian 
Congregational Soci-
ety (116 Pierrepont St. at 
Monroe Place in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.brooklyn-
chambermusicsociety.org. 

MUSIC, KISHI BASHI STRING 
QUARTET: $12. 9 pm. 
Brooklyn Masonic Temple 
(317 Clermont Ave. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.masonic-
boom.com. 

OTHER
ART, “KEHINDE WILEY — 

A NEW REPUBLIC”: The 
fi rst museum survey of 
Brooklyn artist Kehinde 
Wiley’s prolifi c career. $16 
suggested. 11 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

JAMMIN’ OUT: Kids explore 
Black History Month by 
learning about traditional 
African instrments. Free 
with museum admission. 
11:30 am and 2:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

ART, “STATIONS OF THE 
CROSS” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: Fourteen 
Brooklyn artists exhibit 
their interpretations of 
the Christian tradition of 
the Stations of the Cross. 
Free. 7 pm. The Episco-
pal Church of St. Luke and 
St. Matthew [520 Clinton 
Avenue between Fulton 

St. and Atlantic Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (347) 
515–4044]. 

SAT, FEB. 21

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, GRACE DRUMS: 

Performance introduces 
children to African percus-
sion instruments and music 
from African and Carib-
bean culture. Free with 
museum admission. 1 and 
2 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org.

MUSIC, MOON BOOTS, 
JONAS RATHSMAN, PER-
SEUS, ISAAC TICHAUER: 
$20–$30. 11 pm. Verboten 
[54 N. 11th St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues 
in Williamsburg, (347) 
223–4732], www.verboten-
newyork.com. 

OTHER
LUNAR NEW YEAR: Kids 

Celebrate the Year of the 
Sheep with activities at the 
zoo. Free with admission 
to the zoo. 11 am–4 pm. 
Prospect Park Zoo [450 
Flatbush Ave. at Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 399–7339], www.
prospectparkzoo.com. 

MAKING “THE DANCE”: A 
youth and family workshop 
celebrating the visual art-
ist and former Fort Greene 
resident Emilio Cruz. Free. 
3–5 pm. Ingersoll Com-
munity Center [177 Myrtle 
Ave. at Prince Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 855–
2923]. 

Clowning around: Traditional and modern circus stunts come 
together at Circus Xtreme, at Barclays Center Feb. 19–March 
1. Feld Entertainment
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Treat Your Valentine To 
A  Romantic Waterfront  Dinner

2902 Emmons Avenue, Sheepshead Bay 
(Just off the Belt Pwy, Exit 9)

On-premise parking 
 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

(718) 332-8494

Serving 
a 3 course Prix Fixe Dinner 

for $42.95 Fixe Menu
A la carte menu also available

Reservations Recommended

7305 Third Avenue, Brooklyn
718.745.0222 

www.VesuvioBayRidge.com

APPETIZER
(Choose One)

ENTREÉ
(Choose One)

 
 

DESSERT
(Choose One) 

 pre fixe dinner $34.95

APPETIZER

ENTREÉ
(Choose One)

 
 

DESSERT
(Choose One)

kids menu $15.95

VALENTINE’S DAY DINING
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How can 155, 886 
households in 
Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specifi c 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with 
CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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REARVIEW CAMERA
STANDARD

Auto, V6 3.5L, 4WD, SYNC System, Reverse Sensors
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. 

MSRP $30,245, VIN EBB26725. Includes $3,750 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

25 MPGup to
†

Lease 
for

per 
mo

*$149
New 2014 

FORD 
EDGE SE

Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, FWD, Bluetooth, Backup Camera, Cruise Control

Lease 
for

per 
mo

*

Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. 
MSRP $24,070, VIN FUA65879. Includes $1,750 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

30 MPGup to
†

$99
New 2015 

FORD 
ESCAPE S

LEASE A New 2015 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, Aluminum Wheels, Bluetooth
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, 
and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 
10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $24,835, VIN FR121988. 
Includes $2,000 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease 
Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. per month

$79

5 AVAILABLE ENGINES
TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS

37 MPG GAS**

41 MPG HYBRID***
up to

Auto, V6 3.5L, SYNC Voice System, Satellite Radio, 3rd Row Seating

*

Lease based on 24 mos w/$3,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter.  
MSRP $34,085, VIN FGB21330. Includes $1,750 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

Lease 
for

per 
mo

23 MPGup to
†

$179
New 2015 

FORD 
EXPLORER 4WD

*

to

The Bay Ridge Ford
The Bay Ridge Ford

ELECTRIC POWER-
ASSISTED STEERING

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF MONUMENTAL SAVINGS ALL MONTH LONG!

KEEP MORE 
PRESIDENTS IN 
YOUR POCKET!

888-847-1024

612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

*Not all will qualify. Lessee may be responsible for excess wear and tear at lease end. 
See dealer for details. **2014 EPA estimate hwy for 1.5L 4 cyl EcoBoost engine. 
***2014 EPA estimate for 2.0L hybrid engine. †2014 EPA estimates. Actual mileage may vary.  
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Lease offers expire 2/28/15.
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• ‘We have two great bigs 
in Najee and David.’

• ‘It was like, 
gut-check time.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Abraham Lincoln fi nally 
avenged its early season loss to 
rival Thomas Jefferson when 
the teams met on the Railsplit-
ters’ home court last Friday 
night.

Senior forward Greg Po-
leon did more than his part 
to ensure the Railsplitters’ 
victory, heeding the coaching 
staff’s rallying call.

“They told me before the 
game, ‘Protect the house,’ ” he 
said of the coaches’ pre-game 
message. “We came out here 
and we did it.”

Poleon poured in 17 points, 
grabbed eight rebounds, and 
blocked four shots to lead Lin-
coln to an 82–77 victory over 
Jefferson in front of a packed 
house in Brooklyn AA boys’ 
basketball on Feb. 6. He scored 
12 of his points during Lin-
coln’s 30–9 run over the sec-
ond and third quarters that 
gave it control of the game. It 
was his best game of the sea-
son and one in which he out-
scored Jefferson’s entire front-
court combined. 

“Greg had a great game,” 
said Lincoln coach Kenny 
Pretlow. “I couldn’t be more 
happy for a senior stepping up 
the way he did in this atmo-
sphere.”

Jahlil Tripp had 19 points 
and 16 rebounds to push Lin-
coln forward in its dominance 
of the paint and the back-
boards. Tyler Bourne added 
16 points, Paul Person had 
11, and Donald Flores had 8. 
Ezekiel Charles grabbed 12 
rebounds and held Jefferson 
star Shamorie Ponds to just 19 
points after he went for 36 in 
the teams’ fi rst meeting. 

“It was like, gutcheck 
time,” Pretlow said. “These 
guys referenced back and said 
‘we are not losing.’ The last 
huddle, they were saying ‘we 
are not losing that game.’ ” 

The Railsplitters, leading 

by 11 points in the third quar-
ter, still needed to hold off a 
fi erce Orange Wave run to se-
cure the victory. Lincoln (21–2) 
used a 7–0 spurt to grab a 74–
66 advantage with 2:25 to play 
in the game. Jefferson (21–3) 
got as close as 74–72 with 1:21 
to go on a layup by Ponds, but 
Flores went a perfect four-of-
four from the free throw line 
in the fi nal minute to keep the 
Orange Wave at bay.

“I just had to take my time 
at the free throw line and 

knock them down and keep 
my team going,” said Flores, 
who had ended the fi rst half 
with a steal and a three-point 
play.

Jefferson coach Lawrence 
“Bud” Pollard felt his team 
didn’t show the same poise 
as Lincoln at times, and his 
forwards had a rough time. 
Guard Jaquan McKennon led 
the way with 23 points, and 
Rasheen Dunn added 21. The 
Orange Wave didn’t give its of-

BY DAVID CORDOVA
A broken play gave Kaitlin 
Mahon a chance to break 
Bishop Louhglin’s heart.

Archbishop Molloy, trail-
ing by one with 7.9 seconds 
left in the game, was attempt-
ing to get Quinnipiac-bound 
star Aryn McClure an in-
bounds pass with the option 
to kick the ball to a shooter on 
the outside. Instead, Mahon 
found herself with the ball — 
and a lane to the basket. 

“I looked at the clock and I 
just went for it,” she said. 

The Queens College com-
mit dribbled up the court and 
put up a 10-foot fl oater that 
found the bottom of the net 
at the buzzer to give the vis-
iting Stanners an important 
49–48 victory over the Lions 
in Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association girls’ bas-
ketball on Jan 4. 

“It was a great feeling,” 
Mahon said. “I honestly 
won’t forget it.”

McClure led the Stan-
ners with 11 points. Bishop 
Loughlin’s sophomore Mili-
cia Reid and junior Skydajah 
Patterson each had 13 points. 
The victory hands Loughlin 
its fi rst league loss and keeps 

Molloy a game behind the Li-
ons and Christ the King for 
the regular season title. 

Loughlin coach Chez Wil-
liams said he still has plenty 
of confi dence in his team 
moving forward.

“I feel like we have a good 
shot,” he said. “If all goes 
well, there’s a chance that 
they may have a rematch in 
the playoffs, which would not 
be surprising to many.” 

In the early going, it was 
all Molloy as it attacked the 
basket and held the lead into 
the second quarter. Reid then 
sparked the Lions with a 
three-pointer to cut the defi -
cit to 18–12, but the Stanners 
went into halftime up 20–17. 

Bishop Loughlin did not 
stay down for long. Reid and 
senior Oshunremi Iwelu con-
tributed with scoring in the 
third quarter, which brought 
Loughlin within four points 
at the end of the frame. 
Loughlin fi nally captured its 
fi rst lead at 42–40 on a layup 
by Patterson with 4:40 left in 
the fourth. Despite the come-
back, Williams said he would 
have liked a more consistent 
effort from his club. 

— Poly Prep guard J.D. Levine on towering 
teammates Najee Taylor and David Dixon

— Lincoln coach Kenny Pretlow on 
rallying his team to beat rival 

Thomas Jefferson

Continued on page 59 Continued on page 59

BREAKING NEWS: Bishop Loughglin’s Milicia Reid on a breakaway. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

REVENGE IS SWEET: Greg Poleon poured in 17 points, grabbed eight re-
bounds, and blocked four shots to lead Lincoln to an 82–77 victory over 
Jefferson. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Loughlin falls to 
Molloy on Mahon 

buzzer-beater

Poleon, Lincoln 
fend off Jefferson 
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T he Public School Ath-
letic League’s basket-
ball postseason is on the 

horizon and Brooklyn will 
be a major player on both the 
boys’ and girls’ sides.

Here are the top fi ve 
things to keep in mind as 
things get started: 

• Lincoln and Jeffer-

son aren’t done yet: The 
boys’ basketball rivals have 
played two of the year’s 
most memorable games in 
front of capacity crowds in 
Brownsville and Coney Is-
land. Each team defended its 
home court and the rubber 
match shouldn’t be far off. 
The squads are favored to 
meet again in the Brooklyn 
borough fi nal this Saturday 
at Queens College with brag-
ging rights and potentially 
the top seed in the citywide 
playoffs on the line. 

The atmosphere, which 
compares to the old Lincoln-
Boys and Girls rivalry, may 
not be the same in a game 
played outside of Kings 
County, but the stakes will 
be higher. The only way 
it gets bigger is if the two 
squads meet in the semifi -
nals or for the city title in 
March. That won’t be easy 
on anyone’s hearts. 

• Boys and Girls re-

mains the sleeper: The Kan-
garoos program is proud, but 
got off to a slow start. Much 
of January was disjointed for 
the boys’ basketball team as 
work was being done on its 
home court, causing three 
games to be postponed. 
Coach Ruth Lovelace’s crew 
responded well. Boys and 
Girls, led by explosive point 
guard Gianni Ford, won fi ve 
of its last six games. Its only 
loss was 98–82 to Jefferson 
in a game it was in until the 
fourth quarter. 

• There’s a big opportu-

nity for South Shore: I’ve 
been a big proponent of the 
Vikings girls’ hoops team 
over the years, but there 
has been no better chance 
to win the program’s fi rst 
city title than this season. 
South Shore is again the No. 
1 seed, but had one of its best 
regular seasons. 

Its lone league loss was 

to defending city champions 
Francis Lewis back on Dec. 
12. The No. 4 Patriots could 
be South Shore’s semifi nal 
opponent, but they strug-
gled in the season’s closing 
week. Beating the likes of 
Murry Bergtraum or Grand 
Street won’t be easy, but 
South Shore is armed with 
McDonald’s All-American 
Brianna Fraser, and senior 
guard Amand Cruz has re-
ally come into her own. 

• Don’t let Grand Street 

sneak up on you: The 
Wolves’ girls’ basketball 
team is having one of the 
best seasons in program his-
tory. It won its division title 
and closed the regular sea-
son with wins over Francis 
Lewis and Midwood. Grand 
Street has not a lost a league 
game since Dec. 8. It fell to 
South Shore and Bergtraum 
by a combined 15 points. If 
junior forward Shanique Ed-
ward and the Wolves aren’t 
dangerous, I don’t know who 
is.

• Williams, Moore are 

ones to watch: George 
Westinghouse forward Ger-
ald Williams isn’t on one of 
the borough’s power teams, 
but he’s had as good a year 
as any player, averaging 17.8 
points per game and 12.1 re-
bounds. The same came 
be said for Midwood girls’ 
hoops star Jai Moore. The 
junior is scoring 15. 3 points 
per game and grabbing 3.9 
boards per contest for the 
No. 6-seeded Hornets.

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Poly Prep’s pair of big men con-
tinue set their team apart from 
the pack.

The Blue Devils duo of ju-
nior bigs Najee Taylor and Da-
vid Dixon took full advantage 
of an undersized Hackley team 
in a 53–42 win in Ivy League 
boys’ basketball last Saturday 
afternoon in Bay Ridge. 

Dixon led all scorers with 20 
points and Taylor chipped in 17 
of his own. Hackley had no an-
swer for either of the big men 
as they did practically any-
thing they wanted down low.  

“We have two great bigs in 
Najee and David,” said junior 
guard J.D. Levine. “If we get 
the rock down low they can 
work. It really helps when we 
are able to feed them and they 
are fi nishing. They’re bigger 
than most guys in the league.”

Poly led just 24–21 at the 
half. The Blue Devils found 
Hackley’s weakness — lack of 
size — and exploited it after 
the break, with both 6-foot-7 
Dixon and 6-foot-6 Taylor each 
scoring 10 points in the second 
half. The Blue Devils began 
to pull away with relentless 
strikes down low.

“We feel our bigs are some of 
the best players on our team,” 
said fi rst-year head coach Ben 

Kettering. “They’re good at 
making plays, and it’s good 
to get them the ball because 
they’re unselfi sh, they can get 
the defense to converge, and 
then fi nd our guards.”

The victory avenges one 
of Poly’s two league losses. 

Hackley beat the Blue Devils 
(16–3, 9–2) handily 61–47 in 
Tarrytown back in late Janu-
ary. This time, Poly did a bet-
ter job containing the Hackley 
offense, and shared the ball 
when it was trying to score. 

“I liked the intensity we 
brought on defense,” Kitter-
ing said. “We did a better job 
of taking away their scorers 
this time. Offensively, we did 
a great job of fi nding players 
in the post. The thing I really 
like about this team is they 
tend to be unselfi sh, and when 
we play that way we’re a diffi -
cult team to beat.”  

He was happy with the win, 
but recognized that there were 
things his team could improve 
upon. He thought his play-
ers could’ve taken better care 
of the ball, maintained their 
intensity on both sides, and 
stayed out of foul trouble. The 
win kept Poly right behind 
fi rst-place rival Collegiate go-
ing into the home stretch. The 
Dutchmen beat Poly earlier 
this season by two-points.

“I’m recognizing quickly 
that it’s important to our 
school and our community 
for our guys to win,” Kitter-
ing said. “But they beat us the 
fi rst time and we don’t want to 
get beat.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Kamaal Seymour made his-
tory at Grand Street last 
Wednesday when he became 
the fi rst student at the school 
to sign with a Division I team. 

But he was thinking of 
the program’s future — and 
those who would one day fol-
low in his footsteps — when he 
signed to play football at Rut-
gers next season.

“I feel like I am kind of like 
the foundation for future ath-
letes,” Seymour said. 

He signed his National 
Letter of Intent during a cer-
emony at the school on Feb. 
4. Defensive linemen Jacob 
Jones and Abdul Ajelero, who 
signed with Delaware State in 
the Football Championship 
Subdivision, joined Seymour 
at the ceremony. 

It was the culmination of 
the best season in program 
history for Grand Street. It 
went 9–1 in the regular sea-
son before losing to eventual 
champion Abraham Lincoln 
in the semifi nals. The school 

is now a place colleges will 
look to for talent — thanks to 
Seymour.

“At 6-foot-6, 299 pounds, we 
knew Kamaal will be the one 
to knock on the door, and ev-

Poly bigs power Blue Devils past Hackley

WITH ALL INTENTS: Left to right, Grand Street football players Kaamal 
Seymour, Abdul Ajelero, and Jacob Jones sign their National Letters of 
Intent at the school last Wednesday. Photo by Joseph Staszewski 

BIG MAN: Najee Taylor took full ad-
vantage of an undersized Hackley 
team in a 53–42 win in Ivy League 
boys’ basketball last Saturday, 
chipping in 17 points. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Towers of power

Grand Street grandees 

Brooklyn guide 
to public school 
hoops playoffs 

Three players fi rst from school to sign for Div. I

Continued on page 59
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Lawrence Menyah’s three-year 
journey from football novice to 
team captain and scholarship 
player is complete. 

The Brooklyn Tech senior 
signed his National Letter of 
Intent to play football at Ford-
ham University as past of Na-
tional Signing Day on Feb. 4, 
choosing the Rams over UM-
ass. 

Just three years ago, the 
soft-spoken Menyah had never 
played organized football.

“When I look back, it is 
pretty surprising,” Menyah 
said. “It was just something 
I really wanted to do, so I 
worked for it.”

Menyah fell in love with 
Fordham when he visited last 
April, and soon found the af-
fection returned. The 6-foot-
1, 205-pound Menyah sent the 
Rams coaching staff his high-
light tape, and they quickly 
offered him a scholarship. 
Menyah verbally committed 
last summer, with no interest 
in waiting to see if another 
school came along. 

“That just showed a lot of 
love,” he said. “That’s what 
really got me to stick with the 
school and not care about any-
thing else.” 

Fordham and its coaching 
staff felt like family to Menyah, 
who lives in the Fordham area 
of the Bronx. Former Brook-
lyn Tech wide receiver Kay-
vaune Brammer also just fi n-
ished his sophomore season 
with the Rams. He was some-
one Menyah looked up to, and 
having him there only made 
the decision easier. 

“He’s one of the people who 
believed in me,” said Menyah, 
who wants to study computer 
science.  

His drive to earn the schol-

arship and desire to win 
brought out the best in Me-
nyah on and off the fi eld this 
season. As a captain, he was 
pushed into a leadership role, 
which he also saw as his re-
sponsibility as a Fordham 
commit. Menyah is someone 
who likes to quietly go about 
his business on the fi eld, but 
it’s hard to not stand out with 
his character and skill, his 
coach said. 

“Guys that are that good 
at what they do, they have 
no choice but to step out and 
lead,” said Brooklyn Tech 
coach Kyle McKenna. “I think 
if there was a weakness that 
he had early on, it was that he 
didn’t know how to step out 
and do that.”

Menyah, who will likely 
play safety in college, played 
receiver, running back, and 
linebacker last season. He 
led the Public School Athletic 
League in catches with 43, re-
corded 782 yards of total of-
fense, and scored eight touch-
downs. Menyah also made 58 
tackles on defense, recorded 

two sacks, and a fumble re-
covery. He helped lead Brook-
lyn Tech to a 5–5 record and a 
playoff berth. 

“He is going to bring an in-
tensity to the offense or the de-
fense,” McKenna said. “He is 
a strongly focused individual 
that takes the coaching really 
quickly and applies the knowl-
edge that he gets.”  

He will join a Fordham 
program coming off one of 
the best seasons in program 
history under head coach Joe 
Moorhead. The Rams went 
11–3, won an undefeated Pa-
triot League title, and fi nished 
the year ranked No. 14 nation-
ally in the Football Champi-
onship Subdivision rankings 
throughout the season.  

Earning the right to be a 
part of that was something 
Menyah never expected three 
years ago, but couldn’t be more 
pleased about it right now.

“It’s locked in,” Menyah 
said. “It’s offi cial now. I feel 
better. A lot of weight is off 
my shoulders now. I can just 
relax. 

GOING UP: Loughlin’s Lynette Taitt goes for a lay-up. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

RAMMING SPEED: Brooklyn Tech’s Lawrence Menyah, at center, signed 
with Fordham University with football coach Kyle McKenna, at right, and 
athletic director Chris LaCarrubba by his side.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Brooklyn Tech’s Menyah 
stays local at Fordham 

“The key to this team’s 
success has been playing to-
gether and playing hard for 
four quarters,” he said.

The game remained tight 
over the fi nal four minutes, 
setting the stage for the excit-
ing fi nish. Reid hit a jumper 
to bring Loughlin to a 48–47 

lead with 7.9 seconds left. 
Mahon’s last-second fl oater 
changed that, but it didn’t 
change Williams’s feeling 
about his team’s potential for 
long-term success. 

“I feel like we have a good 
shot in the playoffs,” Wil-
liams said. “Everything has 
been regular this season 
with this team and I feel we 
are poised to make a deep 
run.”

fense enough time to develop 
and gave up too many second-
chance points. 

“We were impatient,” Pol-
lard said. “Guys started tak-
ing some ill-advised shots. 
We didn’t play selfi sh. We 
were just a little impatient on 
offense.”

The two teams may not 
have to wait long to get an-

other crack at each other. 
Top-seeded Jefferson and 
No. 2 Lincoln are the favor-
ites to meet in the borough 
fi nal on Valentine’s Day with 
one of the top seeds in the 
citywide playoffs at stake. 
Lincoln heads into the post-
season with plenty of confi -
dence.

“We are young and have 
limited experience,” Flores 
said. “That was our fi rst real, 
real big game that we pulled 
out toward the end.”

Continued from page 57 
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eryone else will follow,” said 
Grand Street coach Bruce Eu-
gene. “Kamaal brought them 
all in, and now it’s going to be 
a trend that will continue on.”

Seymour stuck with Rut-
gers after verbally committing 
there last April. The Scarlett 
Knights and coach Kyle Flood 
were the fi rst to make him an 
offer after he attended their 

camp. The swift offer took 
Seymour by surprise.

“It felt like a dream,” he 
said. “I remember the next day 
I woke up and was like, ‘Did 
that really happen?’ ”

The day after the offer he 
gave his commitment to the 
Scarlet Knights. He felt the 
Rutgers staff showed they 
care about making him a bet-
ter person, not just a better 
football player. Seymour, who 
only played two full seasons 
of high school football, said 

he wasn’t certain he could 
play at the next level until 
this year. He made 73 tackles 
and recorded 10 sacks as a se-
nior. 

“He’s worked extremely 
hard — working on his pass 
rush, his agility,” Eugene said. 
“He conditioned himself to be 
able to play every down.”

Seymour knew where he 
was heading for months, but 
Jones and Ajelero trusted in 
Eugene to fi nd them a home 
for the next four years. Both 

received scholarship offers 
from Delaware State the Sat-
urday before signing day. 

“I’m just glad that Dela-
ware State took a chance on 
me and I don’t want to dis-
appoint them,” the 6-foot, 
245-pound Ajelero said. “It 
was a surprise. Coach Eugene 
was working his magic behind 
the scenes.”

The shock was similar for 
the 6-foot-2, 279-pound Jones, 
who came to Grand Street af-
ter leaving the now-closed 

Bishop Ford. Getting to go 
with Ajelero made the oppor-
tunity at Delaware State even 
more of a dream. 

While Seymour may have 
been the fi rst Division I recruit 
from the school, both Ajelero 
and Jones feel like they are 
also playing their part in rais-
ing the profi le of the Grand 
Street program. 

“Now that three people are 
going to Division I, more col-
leges are going to start looking 
at Grand Street,” Jones said. 

Continued from page 58 
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888-847-1024
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM
See dealer for details. All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Offers exp 2/28/15.

VISIT OUR  
PRE-OWNED OUTLET AT 

8904 5TH AVE, BROOKLYN, 
NY 11209

2014 Nissan Altima S 

CVT, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
15,425 Miles, 
STK P1447
$18,345

2012 Nissan Sentra

CVT, 2.0L 4 Cyl, 
12,446 Miles, 
STK P1443
$15,696

2014 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4

Auto, 4.0L V6, 
10,314 Miles, 
STK P1445

$28,380

2012 Ford Focus SEL
Auto, 2.0L 4 Cyl, 
15,961 Miles, 
STK P1437

$12,995

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon 

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
24,286 Miles, 
STK P1393
$22,995

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
18,880 Miles, 
STK P1395
$23,495

2008 Jeep Liberty Sport 2010 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4WD 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4WD

$12,990 $14,900 $26,400

Auto, 3.7L V6, 
36,352 Miles, 
STK P01205

2014 Dodge Durango Limited

$31,900

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
15,969 Miles, 
STK P01083

Auto, 3.7L V6, 
56,431 Miles, 
STK T01191

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
38,211 Miles, 
STK P01195

2014 Dodge Durango Citadel
Auto, 5.7L V8, 
14,095 Miles, 
STK P0950

$39,900

2013 Jeep Grand Cherokee
Auto, 3.6L V6, 
34,487 Miles, 
STK P01203

$27,400
All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance 

and availability.  See dealer for details. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478,  

Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 2/28/15.

Freedom from 
your current 

vehicle!

up to 130% of 
book value for 

your tradE!*

*Negative equity carries forward. Dependent upon condition. Must be  
drivable, without damage, clear Carfax & state inspected. See dealer for details.

to

C O U N T Y B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M

2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-753-0895



Get A FREE Matching Boxspring!

More gel. More coils. More innovative than ever. With Dual Effects® gel 
memory foam for cooler comfort, and upgraded coils for more support.

Featuring EverFeel™ Technology and an enhanced layer of Cool Action™ Dual
Effects® Gel Memory Foam for a deep, plush supportive comfort .  

SAVE
$1,800
on any Serta Motion

Adjustable
Base

See store for details.

UP
TO

with any Serta iseries
or icomfort purchase.

See store for details.

SAVE
UP TO AN ADDITIONAL

$200 
On Posturepedic Hybrid.

See store for details.

The perfect combination of cool, 
conforming comfort with the 

deep-down coil support 
of a Sealy Posturepedic.

Twin, Full and King sizes available at similar savings.
All models available for purchase may not be on display. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Previous sales do not apply. 

L E G E N D

Sleep well on our exclusive G.S. Stearns Luxury Mattress Collection 
featuring silk, wool, individually wrapped coils & memory foam. 

Experience the ultimate in comfort with our exclusive Beautyrest 
Legend Mattresses featuring Smart Response coil technology.

UP TO
$600
VALUE!

UP
TO

Day thru Monday!

PLUS UP TO AN ADDITIONAL

$500OFF
any G.S. Stearns set purchase 

See store for details.

1/2 OFF
BIGGEST
DISCOUNT  

EVER! FREE
Comforter,

Sheets, Duvet & 
1 Down Pillow!

With any G.S. Stearns, Beautyrest 
Legend or Ultimate Queen or 

King set purchase.

UP TO

$319
VALUE!



*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo
period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the min. payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular
account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Min. Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. 

At Sleepy’s, A Comfortable Mattress Is Everything.

Free Delivery
With every Tempur-Pedic purchase.  

Interest for 60 Months* On Tempur-Pedic
60 months financing on any Tempur-Pedic purchase of $2,549 or more made with your Sleepy’s credit card between 2/5/15 & 2/16/15. 

Equal monthly payments required for 60 months.  Other Financing Options Available. See store for details.

The #1 Tempur-Pedic Elite Retailer in New York

$200Off
$200

Gift Card
With select Tempur-Pedic mattress sets.

2 FREE Pillows!
($200 VALUE)

With any Tempur-Pedic mattress set.
Savings vary by size and model. Gift card value equal
to savings. 2 free pillows offer cannot be combined

with 60 month financing. See store for details.

UP 
TO

UP 
TO

DOORBUSTER!

Plus


