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BY MAX JAEGER
The stars will come out in 
Coney Island — for burgers.

Wahlburgers, the burger 
chain and reality-show set-
ting started by actor Mark 
Wahlberg with his brothers, 
former boy-bander Donnie 
and Paul, a chef, is opening 
a franchise in Coney Island 

this spring — and the owner 
promises a star-studded 
grand opening.

“It’s going to be a red car-
pet opening,” said franchi-
see John Cestare, who owns 
Big Apple Burger. “We’re 
going have a huge celebrity 
opening with the Wahlberg 
brothers — there are going 

to be a lot of stars.”
The Wahlbergs started 

the chain in Boston in 2011, 
and recently announced 
plans to open 27 franchise 
locations in New York and 
Florida. Cestare will open 
seven locations in the city — 
starting with Coney Island.

BY MAX JAEGER
The demographics of once-heav-
ily Italian Bay Ridge may have 
changed over the decades, but on 
the micro level, Italians still rule 
the Ridge.

A Weill Cornell Medical Col-
lege study of bacteria in city sub-
way stations released on Feb. 5 
found half of Bay Ridge’s stations 
are crawling with Enterococcus 
italicus, a bacteria used to make 
Italian Piemontese cheeses. 

Residents were understand-
ably shocked.

“Get outta here!” said Eliza-
beth Monaco, a Ridgite of Italian 
descent who owns Monaco’s Bak-
ery. “Don’t tell me it’s the stuff 
they make the mozzarella with. 
Fuggedaboutit, everybody would 
stop eating cheese.”

But the bacteria isn’t danger-
ous, a researcher said.

“If you like pizza, these are 
your best friends,” said Christo-
pher Mason, a geneticist at Cor-
nell and the study’s senior au-
thor.

Bacteria is integral to form-
ing formaggio, said Stephanie 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Call them wonder 

women.
A group of feminist art-

ists will exhibit their sci-fi  
visions of the future at the 
Gowanus Print Lab from 
Feb. 18–April 4. 

“She Blinded Me with 
Science” will feature rep-
resentations of a num-

ber of female superheroes 
who are doing their part 
to make the future better 
for humankind. And the 
show’s curator said these 
fi ctional characters could 
have am impact on the fu-
ture of the real world.

“It is important to show 
that women have a pres-

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 4Continued on page 6

Celebrate 
Mardi Gras in 
Kings County

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The good times are about to roll in 
Brooklyn!

Mardi Gras, the annual fes-
tival of parading, partying, and 
general debauchery is fast ap-
proaching. But you don’t have 
to bus it down to the bayou to 
celebrate. We have made it easy 
to fi nd a place that feels like the 
Big Easy without leaving town, 
thanks to this comprehensive 
guide to all the Kings County fes-
tivities. So bust out your beads, 

Continued on page 6
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MARKY MARK: A Wahlburg-
ers franchise is opening in 
Coney Island.

OH BOY: Nina Burns holds a catfi sh Po Boy from the Tchoup Shop, which is housed inside Bushwick’s Heavy Woods.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Feminist sci-fi  art New burgers on the block

Ridge’s 
subway is 
cheesiest 

BROOKLYN 
BACCHANALIA
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BY MAX JAEGER
Gov. Andrew Cuomo is vio-
lating the Constitution by 
refusing to call a special 
election to fi ll the House 
seat left vacant by tax-cheat-
ing Rep. Michael Grimm, a 
lawsuit alleges.

A Staten Island lawyer 
is suing the governor for 
dragging his feet in setting 
a date to elect a new repre-
sentative for New York’s 
11th Congressional Dis-
trict, saying that Cuomo 
should have issued a Proc-
lamation of Election as 
soon as Grimm resigned on 
Jan. 5.

Instead, Cuomo is play-
ing politics and disenfran-
chising voters in Bay Ridge 
and the Rock, the attorney 
said.

“It’s not the most diffi -
cult — or involving a very 
cerebral set of decision-
making processes — thing 
to do,” said lawyer Ronald 
Castorina, who is repre-
senting eight plaintiffs in 
the district pro bono. “You 
have a constitutional man-
date and are 42 days delin-
quent in your mandate, 
your duty, your obliga-
tion.”

The governor is drag-
ging his feet on the election 
in order to put the Demo-
cratic Party on a better foot-
ing, said Castorina, a Re-
publican who has served as 
a Staten Island GOP Board 
of Elections commissioner. 
Castorina insisted that his 
lawsuit is not politically 
motivated.

Democrats initially 
fl oated  Assemblyman Bill 
Colton (D–Bensonhurst) 
and Councilman Vincent 
Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) as 
contenders  against Repub-
lican-nominated Staten 
Island District Attorney 
Daniel Donovan. Castorina 
believes Democrats see 
both Colton and Gentile as 
weak contenders, and de-
laying the election would 
give the party time to fi nd 
a better nominee. 

A spokeswoman from 
the governor’s offi ce ac-
knowledged the suit, but 
would not comment on the 

notion that the governor is 
playing politics.

“The governor’s offi ce 
will review the suit and we 
are fully aware of our ob-
ligations under the law,” 
spokeswoman Dani Lever 
said.

The governor has more 
leeway when to hold special 
elections for the state legis-
lature, but when it comes 
to fi lling federal vacancies, 
he has to act immediately, 
according to Castorina.

“Circuit courts have 
maintained and clarifi ed 
the law to indicate that the 
mandate for the governor 
to call the election is upon 
vacancy — that’s the trig-
gering event,” he said.

Grimm resigned the 
seat days after  pleading 
guilty to tax fraud  he com-
mitted while running a res-
taurant he owned before 
taking offi ce. 

Grimm could face up to 
three years in prison. The 
tax fraud charge was part 
of a larger, 20-count in-
dictment that also alleged 
he hired undocumented 
workers and perjured 
himself. Along with his 
guilty plea on one count, 
Grimm acknowledged 
that federal prosecutors 
had enough evidence to 
prove that he hid $900,000 
that came into the eatery, 

Healthalicious, and used 
the cash to pay employees 
under the table from 2007 
to 2009, then lied about it 
during a 2013 deposition 
in a civil suit.

A delay could also put 
Donovan in a bind — if 
Cuomo holds the vote dur-
ing the general election in 
November, Donovan will 
have to choose between 
running for Congress or 
sailing to reelection as dis-
trict attorney, Castorina 
said.

The empty seat leaves 
would-be military acad-
emy cadets in the lurch, as 
military academies such 
as West Point require pro-
spective students obtain a 
nomination from their con-
gressional representative 
or senator. Typically, stu-
dents begin the process of 
obtaining a nomination in 
the spring of their junior 
year in high school. It also 
leaves 750,000 people in 
Brooklyn and Staten Island 
without representation in 
Washington.

“People have sons or 
daughters who wants to go 
to military academy, and 
it’s budget season — a lot 
is happening in Washing-
ton,” he said. “We’re left to 
wait with bated breath as 
to whether or not [Cuomo 
is] going to call it.”

Lawsuit: Cuomo must move on election

CUOM ON ALREADY!: Gov. Cuomo is violating the U.S. Constitu-
tion by refusing to call a special election to select a representative 
for the 11th Congressional District, which has been vacant since 
disgraced Rep. Michael Grimm stepped down on Jan. 5, a lawsuit 
alleges. Voiceless: Bay Ridge hasn’t had a congressman since con-
victed felon Michael Grimm stepped down in January. 

Where’s the guv?
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BY MAX JAEGER
When it comes to matters of 
the heart, some things are 
best left to the professionals.

A holiday-decorator-for-
hire in Dyker Heights is see-
ing more and more business 
around Valentine’s Day — 
evidence that the neighbor-
hood known for it’s dazzling 
Christmas displays is creep-
ing toward pan-holiday dec-
oration dominance.

James Bonavita has been 
stringing holiday lights in 
Dyker Heights for more than 
20 years, and said folks al-
ways got in the Valentine’s 
Day spirit, but light displays 
are relatively new.

“There were always 
decorations — it used to 

be cardboard cutouts, now 
they’re putting up lights,” 
said Bonavita, who owns 
B&R Christmas Decora-
tions.

He strung his fi rst love-
themed project in the mid-
to-late-2000s. This year, 10 
homeowners requested Bo-
navita’s services to com-
memorate the romantic hol-
iday, he said.

And Valentine’s Day 
isn’t the only holiday that’s 
getting the glitzy treatment 
in Dyker these days, a local 
said.

“No one used to do Hal-
loween, and now there’s 
lights and everything else,” 
said Frank Fogliano, who 
had Bonavita adorn his 83rd 

Street home in lights, red 
garland, and foil hearts.

Bonavita, who is also 
an art therapist, spends 
around four months out 
of the year rigging re-
splendent holiday dis-
plays for area homes. 
The season lasts from 
Halloween to Valen-
tine’s Day, and he picks 
up some work in April 
for Easter, as well, he 
said. 

Homeowners pay be-
tween a couple of hun-
dred dollars and several 
thousand dollars to deck 
their halls during the 
holidays, locals said.

The ever-widening 
time-frame for light dis-

plays in Dyker comes as 
residents realize their Ni-
etzschean will to powered 
decorations.

“It’s a neighborhood 
thing,” Fogliano said. 
“Without a doubt, I think 
more people are becoming 
more involved.”

The lighting season may 
creep ever outward, but 
Christmas will always be 
Dyker’s big day, he said.

Fogliano couldn’t esti-
mate how much he pays to 
have his house decorated 
over the course of a year, 
but he’s okay with that, he 
said.

“It’s just a fun thing — 
you feel good about yourself 
for doing it,” he said.

Neighborhood tradition of dazzling Christmas decorations spreading to new holidays

ALWAYS ON DISPLAY: Dyker Heights residents are fi nding new occa-
sions to illuminate their homes — Valentine’s Day is a recent addition 
to a months-long decoration season stretching from Halloween to Eas-
ter. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

The other ‘Dyker Lights’
DEER IN THE RED LIGHTS: Some ornamental deer bask in the glow of illuminated Valentine’s Day decorations on 83rd Street. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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Most of the shops will be 
in Manhattan, but Cestare 
said  he wanted to open the 
Boardwalk-adjacent loca-
tion fi rst.

“Coney Island is iconic,” 
he said, “and I want to be in 
iconic locations.”

The franchise is leasing 
the Stillwell Avenue store-
front from  Thor Equities , 
and the restaurant will be 
a little larger than a basket-
ball court — including roof-
top seating that overlooks 
the amusement district. It 
will employ about 60 people.

Bringing another name-
brand franchise to the area 

will be a boost to economic 
development in Coney Is-
land, Cestare said, which 
was another reason he 
wanted to open in the Peo-
ple’s Playground.

“I wanted to be a part of 
the rebuilding,” he said. 

Whalburgers will be the 
latest in a slew of burger 
chains opening in Coney Is-
land. An Applebees started 
slinging sandwiches in fall 
2013, and a Checkers and a 
Johnny Rockets are slated 
to open on Surf Avenue 
soon, as well. But Cestare is 
confi dent that there’s plenty 
of room for everybody.

“We love competition 
— we think there’s enough 
business to go around,” Ce-
stare said. “We want people 

to come down to Coney Is-
land and enjoy — whether 
you go to Applebees, Na-
than’s, or Wahlburgers.”

The burger mogul said 
he is not at all concerned 
that the  recent controversy 
about racially motivated as-
saults committed by Mark 
Wahlberg in his youth  will 
hurt the restaurant’s pros-
pects. Cestare believes the 
movie star has redeemed 
himself through his phi-
lanthropy — and besides, 
he said, the burgers taste 
great.

“Mark Wahlberg is a 
great person who does char-
ity work,” Cestare said. 
“I not only believe in the 
brothers, but I believe in the 
product.”

BY VANESSA OGLE
Sheepshead Bay’s assme-
blyman is giving the gover-
nor the bird. 

Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D–Sheep-
shead Bay) has reintro-
duced legislation —  which 
Gov. Cuomo vetoed in De-
cember  — intended to save 
his district’s mute swans 
from the Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion’s plan to eradicate the 
birds over the next decade 
by rounding them up and 
gassing them, or shooting 
them out of the sky.

The original bill, spon-
sored in the Senate by 
state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D–Queens), passed both 
houses last year but was 
shot down by Cuomo, whose 
offi ce told Cymbrowitz that 
the department was creat-
ing a revised swan man-
agement plan that included 
parts of his legislation.

But the department 
— which considers mute 

swans as a “prohibited in-
vasive species” — has still 
not released or commented 
on the supposed revisions, 
leading swan supporters to 
doubt that the state’s new 
plan will be an improve-
ment, according to a local 
animal-rights activist.

“The feeling with the ad-
vocates is that DEC wants 
to go ahead and still kill the 
swans,” said David Karop-
kin, organizer of Goose-
Watch NYC. “They’re just 
trying to fi nd a way to do it 
without a PR headache.”

The Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
said last year  it wanted 
to exterminate the mute 
swan population because 
the birds destroy aquatic 
vegetation, displace na-
tive wildlife species, dam-
age the water quality, at-
tack residents, and pose a 
threat to aviation . But the 
assemblyman said there is 
no concrete proof of the de-
partment’s claims. 

“There is no hard and 
clear evidence that mute 
swans are the kind of 
dangerous and damaging 
presence that DEC sug-
gests,” said Cymbrowitz 
in a statement, adding 
that residents support the 
birds that have become 
iconic waterfront staples. 
“As far as my constituents 
are concerned, they’re 
beautiful birds and the of-
fi cial policy should be ‘live 
and let live.’ ”

Karopkin said he hopes 
the mute swan bill not only 
saves the swans but also 
starts public discussion 
about the importance of 
living in harmony with all 
of the city’s wildlife.

“Big picture — we need 
protocols to deal with these 
situations that are humane 
and protective,” he said.

Cymbrowitz reintroduces 
bill to save birds

INVASIVE SPECIES?: A swan 
that calls Brooklyn home. 
 Photo by Anne-Katrin Titze

Swan song 
encore
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A freshman councilman is 
out as leader of the Brook-
lyn Council delegation after 
a coup by his colleagues.

Pols ousted fi rst-
term Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Red Hook) 
and replaced him with 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney 
Island) on Feb. 5. Treyger 
said the group that voted 
Menchaca out thought he 
had failed as a leader, but 
stopped short of saying he 
shared their view.

“There was a lot of frus-
tration expressed by many 
people that things that 
should have been happen-
ing were not happening,” he 
said. “I’m not looking to as-
sign blame. Sometimes it’s 
an issue of chemistry.”

Lawmakers were angry 
that Menchaca (inset) didn’t 
schedule regular meetings, 
and the delegation hadn’t 
convened since early Sep-
tember, Treyger said.

The Council delegation 
is tasked with representing 
the borough during city-
wide budget negotiations, 
and makes appointments 
to agencies such as the Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration. One councilman 

who was in the room last 
Thursday said the delega-
tion had missed the oppor-
tunity to make several ap-
pointments as months went 
by without a meeting. 

The insurgent pols 
spared delegation chair-
woman Councilwoman 
Darlene Mealy (D–Crown 
Heights), indicating that 
they called the vote with 
the intention of unseating 
Menchaca. 

The apparent coup 
comes on the heels of a 
spat between Menchaca 
and the mayor’s offi ce over 
a $115-million development 
project at the South Brook-
lyn Marine Terminal in 
Sunset Park, which was 
 scuttled after Menchaca 
demanded more control 
over the process . The Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration pulled the plug 
and called Menchaca’s de-
mands “confounding,” ac-
cording to a Crain’s New 

York Business report. 
Menchaca has champi-

oned community input in 
municipal projects, even 
such minor ones as install-
ing bathrooms in a Red Hook 
park, which he  nixed after 
local gadfl ies complained 
the privvies would take up 
precious green space at a se-
ries of meetings . 

Menchaca’s ouster 
comes shortly before the 
beginning of the citywide 
budgeting process, and ob-
servers speculate that del-
egates were worried that 
Menchaca’s soured relation-
ship with city leadership 
would get in the way of ne-
gotiating for the borough’s 
best interest. Treyger didn’t 
want to touch that conjec-
ture with a 10-foot pole.

“My role in accepting 
the nomination has nothing 
to do with that,” he said.

Menchaca has not shied 
away from controversy 
in his fi rst year in offi ce. 

In the Assembly primary 
Menchaca backed politi-
cal neophyte Cesar Zu-
niga against incumbent 
Felix Ortiz (D–Red Hook). 
At a victory party, Ortiz 
laughed heartily when a 
pal  made a joke in Spanish 
about Menchaca not having 

testicles , and Ortiz seems to 
maintain the grudge, tweet-
ing his congratulations 
to Treyger and Mealy last 
Thursday. 

Treyger said that 
Menchaca represents his 
district, but not Brooklyn 

Brooklyn colleagues declare Red Hook councilman unfi t to lead

NEW LEADERSHIP: Coney Island Councilman Mark Treyger replac-
es Red Hook’s Carlos Menchaca as leader of the Brooklyn Council 
delegation. File photo by Steve Solomonson

THUMBS DOWN: Rookie Coun-
cilman Carlos Menchaca has 
been ousted fron the leader-
ship of the Brooklyn Council 
delegation. 
 File photo by Natalie Musumeci

A coup in the Council

Continued on page 8
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ence in science fi ction 
because it is something 
that is generally assumed 
is not the case,” said art-
ist and show curator K.J. 
Martinet. “Science fi ction 
is a way that the future 
might possibly be, and 
we want to show it in a fe-
male-positive way.” 

The exhibition will 

feature plenty of familiar 
faces, including represen-
tations of Barbarella, Cap-
tain Janeway from “Star 
Trek: Voyager,” and Sarah 
Connor of “Terminator” 
fame. Brooklyn artist 
Zach Hazard Vaupen has 
also recreated the futur-
istic female robot from his 
webcomic series “ Pearles-
cent Gray .” And Martinet 
and a friend are also work-
ing on a video game for the 
exhibition. 

“It is just a silly side-
shooter game about cyborg 
women with jetpacks fi ght-
ing aliens,” said Martinet. 
“People will be able to play 
it during the show.”

“She Blinded Me with 
Science” at Gowanus 
Print Lab [54 Second Ave. 
at Seventh Street in Gow-
anus (718) 788–3930, www.
gowanusprintlab.com]. 
Opening reception Feb. 18 
at 7 pm. Free. Show runs 
through April 4.

and join the parade!

Brooklyn Bowl
Party it up with But-

ler, Bernstein, and the Hot 
9, featuring the scorching 
sounds of New Orleans-born 
singer and pianist Henry 
Butler and trumpeter and 
bandleader Steven Bern-
stein. The show will also in-
clude special guests Chris 
Barron of the Spin Doctors, 
jazz singer Catherine Rus-
sell, and singer-songwriter 
Amy Helm.

Butler, Bernstein, and 
the Hot 9 [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369, www.
brook lynbo wl.com]. Feb. 
17 at 8 pm. $15.

The Way Station
This Prospect Heights 

bar is throwing its fourth 
Mardi Gras Extravaganza 
this year, which will include 
a second line parade down 
Washington Avenue, plus 
live music, beads, and Abita 
beer specials. Tunes come 
courtesy of A Flying Dodo 
Society, the Nevermind Or-
chestra, and Gloria Isaiah.

The Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949, 
www.wayst ation bk.com]. 
Feb. 17 at 8 pm. Free.

Irondale Center
Another Crescent City 

celebration will take place 
at Irondale Center in Fort 
Greene, featuring a gumbo 
cook-off hosted by Matt 
Timms, the guy behind 
beloved amateur cooking 
contest series the Take 
Downs. The ticket price 
will also include beer and 
spirits, burlesque, and live 
music from Mona’s Hot 
Four Ragtime Band.

Irondale Center (85 
South Oxford St. between 
Lafayette Avenue and Ful-
ton Street in Fort Greene, 
www.eventbrite.com/e/
ny c - m a r di - g r a s - t i c k -
ets-15145694179). Feb. 17 
from 6 pm–10 pm. $45 gen-
eral, $100 VIP.

Heavy Woods
The Bushwick bar, 

the new home of New 
Orleans food purveyors 
Tchoup Shop, is host-
ing a five-day blowout 
for Mardi Gras, start-
ing on Friday and run-
ning until Fat Tuesday. 
There will be a live feed 
of the festivities direct 
from Bourbon Street, 
and New Orleans native 
Steve Myers (of Mighty 
Fine, and formerly the 
Afghan Whigs) will 
spin tunes. There will 
also be food specials, 
of course, plus $3 Abita 
beers and other drink 
specials.

Heavy Woods [50 Wyck-
off Ave. between Wil-
loughby Avenue and Star 
Street in Bushwick, (929) 
234–3500, www.heavy-
woodsbar.com]. Feb. 13–
Feb. 17. Free.

Continued from page 1 
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PARTY TIME: Kati Delaney, a bartender at the Way Station, is 
ready for the bar’s fourth annual Mardi Gras party. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Pearson, who sells cheese 
at ALC Italian Grocery on 
Third Avenue. The little 
critters eat milk fat, turn-
ing it into lactic acid and 
helping separate cheesy 
curd from watery whey, 
she said.

In fact, E. italicus could 
prevent harmful bacteria 
from spreading through-
out the city, according to 
Mason.

“These bacteria may 
even be helpful, since they 
can out-compete any dan-
gerous bacteria,” he said.

The microbes probably 
hitched a ride on strap-
hangers’ clothes and hands, 
Mason said.

The news that trillions 
of E. italicus organisms 
inhabit the turnstiles at 
the Bay Ridge Avenue and 
86th Street stations fl ies 

in the face of the conven-
tional wisdom that Italian-
Americans are decamping 
from Bay Ridge and other 
Brooklyn enclaves. The 
Ridge has just 11,791 folks 
claiming Italian ancestry 
— 16.2 percent of the area’s 
population — according to 
2009–2013 census data. 

Many left the Ridge for 

more bucolic environs, Mo-
naco said.

“They all jumped ship 
to Staten Island,” she said.

But the census doesn’t 
tally microbial organisms, 
which could number in the 
trillions on each turnstile, 
Mason said.

And talk about locally 
sourced ingredients — Ma-
son said someone could use 
the E. italicus from 86th 
Street to make their own 
Parmigiano-Ridge-iano, 
though he didn’t recom-
mend it.

But Pearson pointed out 
that it wouldn’t be the fi rst 
time enterprising cooks 
have cultivated thier own 
micro-biotics.

“Like the hipster that 
grew yeast in his beard and 
brewed beer out of it, its the 
same concept,” she said, 
referring to  brewmaster 
John “More Hops” Maier of 
Rogue Ales in Newport, Or-
egon .

CHEESE
Continued from page 1

ART
Continued from page 1

MT-WHEY CARD: Tyshawn Murray of Flatlands uses a fi ne Gorgonzolla to demonstrate how bacteria 
used to make Italian cheese could have wound up on the turnstiles at the R train’s Bay Ridge Avenue 
station. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

TASTES LIKE HOME: Stephanie 
Pearson of ALC Italian Grocery 
in Bay Ridge holds up two sec-
tions of Parmigiano-Reggiano. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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info@windowfi xinc.com windowfi xinc.com 335-347 38th Street, BKLYN 11232

Passive Houses 
Windows & Doors

ARE THE MOST 
EFFICIENT IN THE 

WORLD

Have you Heard?

ALL INVITED TO OUR NEW WINDOW LEARNING CENTER AND SHOWROOM

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Us Today

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 
acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-
ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 
surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 
travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 
without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 
what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 
there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 
and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 
space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 
discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 
material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-
surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-
cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 
discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 
syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 
solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 
consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 
Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 
11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM
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8 JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

80 BROOKLYN
ONLY

1106 AVE U, BROOKLYN  718-375-7337  x16

1,000s OF NEW REASONS TO SHOP OUR        

WAREHOUSE OUTLET NOW!

BIGGEST SAVINGS ON A HUGE SELECTION OF

FALL/WINTER/SPRING/SUMMER
FASHIONS FROM YOUR FAVORITE BRANDS 

CONTEMPORARY   JUNIORS    MEN’S   KIDS  BABY
ORIGINAL PRICES EVERYDAY

C L O T H I N G  .  S H O E S  .  A C C E S S O R I E S BY VANESSA OGLE
Even these abandoned 
dogs were bundled up for 
this week’s cold snap.

Police from the 61st Pre-
cinct rescued eight dapper 
dogs — all wearing tiny 
sweaters — from an aban-
doned building in Gra-
vesend on Feb. 9. 

Authorities say they 
found the precious 
pooches in a vacant home 

on Ocean Parkway near 
Avenue R while respond-
ing to a burglary call. 
A spokesman for the Po-
lice Department said the 
owner of the property 
told police there were 
people “camping out” in 
the vacant building — but 
when police arrived, they 
found that the squatters 
had bolted, abandoning 
the debonair dogs on the 

third f loor of the prop-
erty. 

Police say they found 
the cuddly canines hud-
dled together in their 
sweaters inside of a cage 
lined with blankets.

A police spokesman said 
the couture canines are get-
ting a medical check up and 
all the appropriate shots at 
the Brooklyn branch of An-
imal Care and Control. 

POOCH CAFE: Police from the 61st Precinct rescued eight sweater-wearing dogs from an abandoned 
building in Gravesend on Feb. 9.  NYPD

Dapper dogs are saved by 
Gravesend police offi cers

IT’S THEIR DAY

as a whole.
“Councilman  Menchaca 

has every right to advo-
cate for his district,” said 
Treyger. “We have to look 
out for our districts, but 
we also have to make sure 
that the needs of the bor-
ough are addressed.”

The Red Hook pol is a 
member of the Council’s 
Progressive Caucus, as 
was Bill DeBlasio when 

he was a councilman, and 
of the New Kings Demo-
crats, which formed to 
challenge the entrenched 
Democratic political ma-
chine in Brooklyn. The 
head of the New Kings 
Democrats decried 
Menchaca’s removal, 
comparing it with the 
back-room maneuver-
ing that put Assembly-
man Carl Heastie (D–the 
Bronx) in the Speaker 
seat with little public de-
bate six days after Assem-
blyman Sheldon Silver 

(D–Manhattan) stepped 
down over his indictment 
on corruption charges.

“Mostly we’re dis-
tressed that the process 
was so un-transparent, and 
we were already coming off 
a week where the leader-
ship in Albany was chosen 
behind closed doors,” An-
drew Sloat said. 

“We had higher hopes 
for a progressive bastion 
like Brooklyn.”

A spokesman for 
Menchaca declined to com-
ment.

MENCHACA
Continued from page 5
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

BY VANESSA OGLE
Loehmann’s could be get-
ting a loft.

Community Board 15 
narrowly approved an 
application to re-open a 
20-year-old zoning vari-
ance to allow the owner of 
the Loehmann’s building 
to construct offi ce space on 

top of the existing struc-
ture, which has been vacant 
since the department store 
chain went out of business 
last year. 

The attorney represent-
ing owner Alex Levin said 
the additional space is nec-
essary to keep the build-
ing viable because the cel-

lar space was so severely 
damaged during Hurricane 
Sandy that it now rents for 
about 40 percent less than 
before the superstorm — 
and the only way to make 
up the difference is to build 
higher. 

“As with everything that 
took a beating during Sandy, 

its value has decreased,” 
said attorney Eric Palatnik, 
“and consequently, the rent 
that the owner could charge 
for that space no longer 
could command what they 
once did.”

But one local activist ar-
gued virtually every resi-
dent and business near the 

water suffered from Hurri-
cane Sandy — and approv-
ing one owner’s request sets 
a dangerous precedent. 

“Loehmann’s wants to 
ask for a Sandy variance 
because they got fl ooded. 
Guess what? So did thou-
sands and thousands of 
other people in every com-

munity across the water-
front,” said Steve Barrison, 
the president of the Bay Im-
provement Group. “Did they 
get a variance? Did they get 
to build more? Are you say-
ing every single property 
owner that was fl ooded gets 
to build more? You gotta 

CAN’T PARK THOSE PROBLEMS: The new plans for the renovations also include less parking than required by zoning, which has residents concerned. Corporate Design of America

Loehmann’s is set to get higher

Continued on page 10
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think about the conse-
quences.”  

Another concern is 
that the expansion plans 
include fewer than half 
of the additional parking 
spaces that regulations de-
mand for the added offi ce 
spaces, which would leave 
employees and shop pa-
trons with a mere 198 total 
spaces rather than the re-
quired 215.

An elected offi cial who 
attended  a meeting in No-
vember with representa-
tives of the owner and a 
small group of residents to 
discuss tentative plans for 
the building  said he doesn’t 
support the current project 
— and parking problems 
are one of his main con-
cerns. 

“The application that 

was submitted is not go-
ing to fl y with me, but it’s 
something that we’re hav-
ing ongoing talks about,” 
said Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay). “There were a num-
ber of issues of concern — 
especially after Hurricane 
Sandy — and the parking 
issues and technical stuff 
that still needs to be ad-
dressed.”

The project still needs 
approval from the Board of 
Standards and Appeals but 
Barrison said if the proj-
ect goes through, it could 
destroy the neighborhood 
strip of restaurants and 
boutique gift shops — mod-
eled on waterfront cities 
around that world — that 
is supposed to be a seaside 
staple.

“We wanted waterfront 
maritime use like you see 
everywhere else in the 
world,” he said.  

LOEHMANN’S
Continued from page 9

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The state is shelling out 
$545,000 in taxpayer money 
to settle the sexual-harass-
ment lawsuit brought by 
two one-time aides of for-
mer assemblyman and 
Brooklyn Democratic boss 
Vito Lopez, according to 
the plaintiffs’ lawyer.

The settlement ends the 
court proceedings against 
Lopez, who an Assembly 
panel said groped, tried 
to kiss, and made lecher-
ous comments to the two 
women, Victoria Burhans 
and Chloe Rivera. Lopez 
is on the hook for a mere 
$35,000 towards the settle-
ment. 

In a statement, Burhans 

and Rivera said they were 
glad to end two years of in-
vestigation and litigation.

“We are pleased to have 
reached a resolution,” they 
wrote. “We hope our or-
deal will serve as a strong 
reminder to New York’s 
legislators that they are 
accountable for their be-
havior. All women should 
be treated with respect and 
dignity, not as sex objects 
or as problems to be han-
dled and silenced.”

A state ethics panel 
 stripped Lopez of his se-
niority and housing com-
mittee chairmanship  in 
2012, costing him thou-
sands a year. He stepped 
down from his post as 

 Brooklyn Democratic boss 
the following week , but he 
did not  resign as assem-
blyman until 2013 , ending 
27 years in offi ce. He ran 
a shadow campaign for 
Council that fall, making 
no public appearances, but 
raising money and putting 
his name on the ballot. 

Now-indicted former 
Assembly speaker Sheldon 
Silver drew fl ak in 2012 for 
secretly paying $100,000 
in taxpayer cash as  hush 
money to two other Lopez 
sexual harassment accus-
ers .

In December, before the 
settlement, Lopez claimed 
to be too sick to attend a 
court deposition, but a New 

York Post report revealed 
he had  attended the wed-
ding of the granddaugh-
ter of a prominent Hasidic 
rabbi a month prior . 

State offi cials still have 
to approve the settlement, 
the plaintiffs’ lawyer said.

Lopez and his lawyer 
did not respond to requests 
for comment.

COSTLY: Vito Lopez. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

‘Grope’ payout to aides
Taxpayers on hook for half a million to end lawsuit
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A health resource line  
for seniors living at home. 
Our phone line is open to  
the public for questions on
Wednesday, February 18th 
Dial us Toll Free: 844.544.8169
11:00 am–3:00 pm 
Topic: Dealing with Depression

Providing you with high  
quality health care coverage. 
Because members matter.

AgeWellNewYork.com

Dial 
AgeWell New York

Toll Free: 844.544.8169


