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Every Mattress
In The Store!

excludes Tempur-Pedic, Serta iseries & icomfort
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NEW YORK’S #1 MATTRESS RETAILER

Queen Firm
$18999

Twin, Full and King sizes available
at similar savings. Sold in sets only.

EACH 
PIECE

On select Tempur-Pedic mattress sets. Savings vary by size and model. Gift card value equal to savings. See store for details.

$200Off                 
Plus $200GiftCard
UP
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TO

$59999

Twin, Full and King sizes available at similar savings.

8" Memory Foam
LIST $1399

11" Comfort Firm
LIST $1199

Queen Set 

FREE DELIVERY ON EVERYTHINGAbove
$599

YOUR CHOICE - COILS OR FOAM
ALL
NEW!
1,800 COILS

SET LIST
$1099

GREAT PRICE!

65%
OFF FREE

Sheets,Comforter,
Duvet & 

1 Down Pillow!
with any G.S. Stearns, Beautyrest Legend 
or Ultimate Queen or King set purchase.

See store for details.

BIGGEST BONUS EVER! SAVE $1,800
on any Serta Motion

Adjustable
Base 

Free Boxspring
with any Serta iseries or icomfort mattress purchase.

See store for details.

UP
TO
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55%OFF
12" Koolgel Hybrid  
Memory Foam, Gel, & 
individually wrapped 

Coil Innerspring

$89999

Queen Set
List $1999

50%OFF
Luxury Pillowtop

$99999

Queen Set
List $1999

60%OFF
Premium Plush

$69999

Queen Set
List $1799

50%OFF
Premium Firm

$59999

Queen Set
List $1199

50%OFF
Firm Euro Top

$29999

Queen Set
List $599

55%OFF
Luxury Firm or Plush

$129999

Queen Set
List $2999

55%OFF
Luxury Firm or Plush

$149999

Queen Set
List $3499

Medium Soft
$179999

Queen Set

WORLD CLASS TEMPUR-CLOUD

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE

50%OFF
Luxury Firm

$79999

Queen Set
List $1599

LOWEST

PRICE
EVER!

LOWEST

PRICE
EVER!

LOWEST

PRICE
EVER!

Engineered to cushion for pressure relief, provide airflow for cool,
consistent sleep, and flex for support. SomniGel’s real gel construction is

hypoallergenic, nontoxic, odorless and free of byproducts.

Stay cool with the help of our comfy Sleep Options Cool 
Gel Mattresses. For a cool, luxurious and responsive night sleep 

with unmatched support & durability. 

SAVE
$500

On our newest 
Gel technologies

See store for details.

UP 
TO

We Have More Nam
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City: Trump Tower site 
toxin cleanup will stink

BY VANESSA OGLE
This is really going to stink!

Construction of a 40-story 
residential tower that will sit 
atop a toxic fi eld in Brighton 
Beach can’t begin until the 
site is cleaned — and that job 
is going to smell to the high 
heavens, the state told neigh-
bors last week.

Chemicals including coal 
tar that are locked in the soil 
beneath Trump Village Shop-
ping Center on Neptune Av-
enue at W. Fifth Street  will 
have to be carted away — and 
when they are, it will unleash 
a distinctly nasty odor.

 “It smells like mothballs 
mixed with something that 
has been badly burned,” Gar-
diner Cross, a geologist with 
the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, said at a 

hearing on the plan at Lincoln 
High School on Feb. 12.

Before owner Rubin Schron 
can build a planned 40-story 
tower on the site of Trump 
Village Shopping Center, Na-
tional Grid — which acquired 
the company that owned a for-
mer manufactured gas plant 
that once occupied the site — 
must remove the pungent pol-
lutants that are trapped in the 
soil, which also contains  cya-
nide, mercury, manganese, se-
lenium,  and an array of other 
chemicals and pesticides, ac-
cording to  a 2011 report .

The shopping center lot 
used to host the Dangman 
Park Manufactured Gas Plant, 
which operated from the 1880s 
to 1918.  The soil was never 
cleaned before construction of 

Continued on page 20

BY MAX JAEGER
A public works project is shor-
ing up a private beach.

Pols broke ground on a 
project to reinforce Seagate’s 
residents-only coastline on 
Feb. 14, but offi cials say the 
$25-million, federally funded 
undertaking will be a boon 
for Coney Island’s public 
beaches, as well. 

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers is building four 
“T-Groin” jetties and “stone 
armoring” at Norton Point to 
prevent erosion on Seagate’s 
southern shore. Some locals 

have criticized the plan be-
cause the neighborhood’s pri-
vate beaches will benefi t from 
public money, but the Army 
Corps and congressional rep-
resentatives say that  if Sea-
gate’s shoreline fails, Sodom 
by the Sea could get caught 
with its trunks down . 

The southern side of Sea-
gate’s beachfront abuts the W. 
37th Street groin that marks 
the People’s Playground’s 
western border, and accord-
ing to the Corps, if Seagate’s 
beaches are washed away, 
erosive forces could start 

taking the sand out from un-
der the jetty that protects the 
public beach.

“With continued ero-
sion, there is a major risk of 
f lanking the W. 37th Street 
Terminal Groin, which 
may lead to groin failure 
and significant impact to 
the Coney Island Public 
Beach,”  according to infor-
mation from the Corps . 

Workers will also dump 
enough sand to fi ll four Olym-
pic-size swimming pools on 
Seagate’s exclusive shores to 

Continued on page 20

Lilly and Leonid Shulman toasted their 57 years of marriage at a golden couples celebration honoring a 
combined 8,000 years of matrimony. For more on the event, see page 15. Photo by Arthur DeGaeta

Gettin’ jetty with it

SMELLY 
WORK 
AHEAD

Fifty-seven cheers!



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 20–26, 20152    G

THE BROOKLYN GRAPHIC (ISSN 0740-2260) A weekly publication, published 52 weeks per year for $20 per year by CNG-Community Newspaper Group, 1 MetroTech Center North, 10th floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to CNG, 1 Metro Tech Center North, 10th floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. Periodical Postage paid at Brooklyn, New York. This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors 
in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2015 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a subsidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this news-
paper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief 
portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law.

BY MAX JAEGER
This was the one time acting 
out in school is encouraged.

Dyker Heights’ PS 229 held 
its second-annual talent show 
on Feb. 6, and more than 150 
people came to watch students 
from grades three through 
fi ve sing, dance, and try their 
hand at stand-up comedy. 

The show was less a compe-
tition and more a way to dis-
play students’ unique talents, 
so most of the kids who audi-
tioned got to go on stage, an or-
ganizer said.

“It’s showcasing their tal-
ents,” said teacher Daria 
Zarski. “It’s a lenient selection, 
because they are so young, but 
as long as they come prepared 
and take it seriously, we allow 
them to perform.”

And the kids didn’t disap-
point, she said.

Student Dylan LaBella 
nailed Billy Joel’s “Piano 
Man,” down to the last detail, 
Zarski said.

“He had a tip jar on the 
piano and everything,” she 
said.

And budding comedians 
got to work out their material 
in front of a live audience.

“They wrote all their own 
stuff, which is pretty impres-
sive given their ages,” Zarski 
said. “They did write some 
material about their teachers, 
but it was all in good fun.”

Two students emceed the 
show, tailoring their intersti-
tial routines to the acts to fol-
low, one pint-sized presenter 
said.

“In one of them, I dressed 
up like an elf to introduce ‘Jin-
gle Bells,’ ” said Preston Fer-
raiuolo of Bay Ridge.

The miniature master of 
ceremonies opted to introduce 
performers rather than do his 
own act, because he said he 
wants public speaking experi-
ence for his future career.

“I want to be CEO and pres-
ident of a hotel chain,” said 

Ferraiuolo, who once testifi ed 
before the Council on library 
funding.

The school raised $895, 
Zarski said. Some of the money 
will fund next year’s show, but 

a portion will go to a former 
student’s family in their time 
of need, she said.

“A few weeks ago one for-
mer student’s mother passed 
away,” Zarski said. “The PTA 

is donating money, and since 
all three of [the talent show 
organizers] taught the boys 
in the family, we decided we’d 
match the contribution that 
the PTA is putting in.”
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By Trupti Rami

He is a modern late Renaissance 
man. 

Williamsburg artist Kehinde 
Wiley has made a name for himself cre-
ating large-scale portraiture, particu-
larly those featuring young black men 
— and, more recently, women — in 
Harlem, rendered in a vibrant 18th cen-
tury rococo style. Now, the Brooklyn 
Museum will celebrate these and other 
works by the artist with a new exhibi-
tion, opening Feb. 20. A museum cura-
tor said she first invited Wiley to exhibit 
at the museum three years ago, and the 

show — dubbed “A New Republic” — 
has been in the works ever since.

“You’ll see his response in the exhi-
bition — he went all out,” said curator 
Eugenie Tsai.

Wiley’s work is characterized by 
dense patterns, dialed up colors, and a 
juxtaposition of modern subjects with 
old world styling. Nearly 60 works 
will be shown, including a homage to 
Auguste Clesinger’s 1847 marble sculp-
ture “Femme piquee par un serpent” (or 
“Woman Bitten by a Snake”), a bronze 
bust of a man in a hoodie, and six 
stained-glass windows. The latter pieces 

are a particular highlight, Tsai said.
“The chapel with the stained glass 

panels definitely stands out,” she said. 
“You can spend a long time marveling 
over the deeply saturated colors and 
varied patterns and textures.”

Wiley is known for exploring race, 
power, politics, and stereotypes in his 
work. Visitors to “A New Republic” 
can expect to see selections from his 
ongoing “World Stage” series, which 
studies the lives of people in India, 
Sri Lanka, Israel, Jamaica, Nigeria, 
and other countries. An entire gallery 
will also be devoted to his portraits of 

women in a series titled “An Economy 
of Grace,” Tsai said.

“The Brooklyn Museum is commit-
ted to presenting the work of Brooklyn-
based artists, from the under-the-radar to 
those with name recognition,” said Tsai. 
“Wiley is an outstanding example of a 
Brooklyn-based artist who has achieved 
recognition both locally and globally.”

“Kehinde Wiley: A New Republic” 
at the Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. between Washington and Flatbush 
avenues in Prospect Heights, (718) 638–
5000, www.brook lynmu seum.org]. Feb. 
20–May 24. $16 suggested.

Brooklyn Museum celebrates Kehinde Wiley

Flower power: Kehinde Wiley’s portraits 
are characterized by dense patterns and 
dialed up colors. Photo by Jason Wyche

Portrait of 
an artist

Students from Dyker Heights’ PS 229 show off their talents
KIDS ACTING OUT

SHOWTIME: (Clockwise from top) Class clown Antonio Gnerre got crowds rolling in the aisles with his comedy act. 
Preston Ferraiuolo was one of two emcees. Angelina Sporek performs a dance from the classic ballet “Swan Lake.”
 Photos by Arthur De Gaeta
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BY MAX JAEGER
Police are looking for a man who 
they say stole a Bensonhurst wom-
an’s debit card information and 
used it to make fraudulent pur-
chases in Manhattan.

The victim, who lives near 
Bath Avenue and Bay 35th Street, 
discovered on Oct. 1 that someone 
had charged $412 to her checking 
account at Duane Reade stores in 
Manhattan, police said. But the 
woman still has her debit card, 
leading investigators to believe 
the thief made a copy using a 
skimmer, a card-reading device, 
attached to a cash machine, law 
enforcement offi cials said.

Police believe the man also 
stole money from a Queens man 
who discovered unauthorized 
charges in November.

The fi rst fi shy charge dates 
back to July, but police couldn’t 
specify whether the culprit used 
the Brooklyn woman’s card or 
the Queens man’s card, a spokes-
woman said.

 Police busted two Brooklyn 
men for allegedly possessing 
credit card duplication equipment  
after they were allegedly caught 
stealing parts from a Gravesend 
cash machine in October. 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are hunting for three 
men they say stole a Gra-
vesend man’s identity to 
open multiple cellphone ac-
counts throughout Brooklyn, 
Queens, and Long Island in 
late November. 

Authorities say the sus-
pects opened up several ac-
counts under the victim’s 
name and fraudulently used 
these accounts to purchase 

six cellphones between Nov. 
28 and 30. 

Police describe the fi rst 
suspects as a heavy-set man 
in his 30s who was wearing a 
green jacket during the inci-
dent. Cops say the second sus-
pect is a balding man in his 
40s who was spotted wearing 
a black jacked. Police say the 
third suspect is a 6-foot man 
with dark hair who is in his 
late 20s or early 30s.

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are looking for a Flat-
bush senior citizen who van-
ished from her apartment 
more than a week ago. 

Authorities say Janet L. 
Markoe, a 79-year-old who 
lives on Crooke Avenue near 
Ocean Avenue, disappeared 
from her home at 10:30 am on 
Feb. 9. Police say Markoe, who 
has white hair and green eyes, 
was last seen wearing a black 
jacket and black slacks. Mar-
koe is 5-foot-4 and weighs 130 
pounds.

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police say a man was found 
dead inside his vehicle in a 
Sheepshead Bay parking lot 
on Feb. 9. 

Authorities found the body 

of 31-year-old Alfred Natkin 
of Gravesend inside his 2005 
Dodge Durango in a conve-
nience store parking lot on Co-
ney Island Avenue near Kath-
leen Place at 7:27 pm. Offi cers 

say a convenience store em-
ployee called 911 after realiz-
ing Natkin was unconscious.

Police say the medical ex-
aminer has yet to determe the 
cause of death.

HAVE YOU SEEN THESE GUYS?: Police are asking for the public’s help 
in fi nding these three men, who they say illegally used a Gravesend 
man’s personal information to open multiple cellphone accounts 
throughout the city and Long Island in November. NYPD

HOLDING ALL THE CARDS: Police believe this man used copies 
of a Bensonhurst woman’s and Queens man’s debit cards to make 
fraudulent purchases at a Manhattan pharmacy. NYPD

Cops: Flimfl am man 
running skim scam

Cops chasing trio 
of identity thieves

Dead man found in his car in S’head Bay

SCENE OF THE TRAGEDY: Police investigate the Sheepshead Bay parking lot where a 31-year-old man’s 
body was found in a car on Feb. 9. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Police are asking any-
one with information 
about these incidents to 
call Crime Stoppers at 
(800) 577-8477, visit  www.
n y p d c r i m e s t o p p e r s .
com , or text-message 
tips to 274637 and enter 
“TIP577.”

Flatbush senior citizen 
missing since Feb. 9

SILVER ALERT: Janet L. Marko dis-
appeared on Feb. 9. NYPD
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BY MAX JAEGER
The family of a comatose 
girl is getting glimmers of 
hope.

Natalie Ferber, 19, has 
been unresponsive since a 
man fl eeing a traffi c stop in 
Prospect Park South plowed 
into her car in Marine Park 
in November, but the family 
took a heap of donations at a 
fund-raiser in Bay Ridge last 
week. 

And the girl’s condition is 

slowly improving, her father 
said.

“Her eyes are open, body 
parts move, but she’s not 
alert or responsive,” said 
Dennis Ferber, a 25-year 
veteran of the police depart-
ment. 

“Hopefully they can 
keep her progressing so she 
emerges from the coma.”

The family has raised 
more than $71,000 for medi-
cal bills — $21,000 through 

a fund-raising website, and 
the rest thanks to a party at 
Bay Ridge Manor on Feb. 12.

One party-goer who won 
$1,000 in a raffl e decided to 
give the winnings back to 
Ferber’s family.

“I thought that it was the 
right do,” said police offi cer 
Robert Andersen.

The family is suing the 
city for $70 million on the 
grounds that a police chase 
led to the November crash, 
 according to the Daily 
News . 

Even as things start to 
look better, the family faces 
a long road. Medical costs are 
stacking up, and the family 
will need help taking care of 
the girl — who suffered pro-
found brain trauma — even if 
she becomes responsive, her 
father said.

“We don’t know how long 
the insurance is going to hold 
up on her,” Ferber said.

Individuals can donate to 
Natalie’s family at  www.go-
fundme.com/kkc098 .

Family of comatose teen raises 
money at Bay Ridge Manor

Coming back

A REAL WINNER: Police offi cers Robert Andersen and Nick Peragine 
bought raffl e tickets to support the fund-raiser. Robert Andersen won 
$1,000, but he gave it back to the Ferber family. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

ADVERTISE WITH US
Courier Life call (718) 260—4552
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FLIPFLIP

BY MAX JAEGER
Residents of Dyker Heights are declar-
ing war on illegal home conversions, 
and now local politicians are joining 
the fray with proposed laws to give the 
city more weapons for fi ghting the res-
idential scourge.

Two civic groups are holding a 
town hall meeting on illegal conver-
sions in Dyker Heights on Feb. 26. The 
practice of dicing one- and two-family 
homes into multi-family apartments 
is  pervasive in Southern Brooklyn, 
locals say . The illegally altered build-
ings can lack light, fresh air, and safe 
exits —  putting residents and fi refi ght-
ers in harm’s way . Because the sub-
divided homes increase a neighbor-
hood’s population, they also tax city 
services and  can contribute to school 
overcrowding . 

State and local politicians have in-
troduced several bills to help combat 
what they have characterized as “an 
epidemic,” and we have  boiled them 
down for you ahead of next Thursday’s 
town hall.

Make it a crime
Two state senators want to make it 

a felony to alter a building without a 
permit or outside a permit’s scope.

State Sen. Martin Golden (R–Bay 

Ridge) introduced a bill (S3239-2015) 
on Feb. 3 that targets property owners 
who are aware of an illegally converted 
building if someone is seriously hurt or 
dies as the result of the alteration. Gold-
en’s proposal imposes misdemeanor 
charges, fi nes, and possible jail time 
on anyone who aids in violating a work 
permit or a certifi cate of occupancy. 
The bill has yet to clear committee.

Queens state Sen. Tony Avella in-
troduced a similar bill (S889-2015) on 
Jan. 7 that would charge not only land-
lords but also contractors, and even 
tenants for knowingly altering a build-
ing beyond it’s permits. That bill has 
also yet to clear committee.

Hold bad actors 
accountable

Assemblyman N. Nick Perry (D–
East Flatbush) proposed a bill (A5046-
2015) on Feb. 10 that would stick 
contractors with fi nes for illegal con-
version if landlords can prove they 
didn’t know the un-permitted work 
was taking place. The bill has yet to 
clear committee.

Get inspectors inside
Residents call 311 thousands of 

times a year to complain about illegal 
home conversions, but the city only in-

spects a fraction of locations —  in part 
because landlords and tenants have to 
let them in . A bill (Int. 393-2014) intro-
duced by Councilman Vincent Gentile 
(D–Bay Ridge) would let buildings in-
spectors issue violations to buildings 
showing circumstantial evidence of 
illegal conversion — such as multiple 
electric meters or mailboxes serving 
a single home. The owner could clear 
the ticket by letting inspectors in and 
proving he or she didn’t illegally sub-
divide the home. 

Gentile introduced the bill in 2014. 
It has yet to clear committee, but Gen-
tile said he has new fuel for his fi ght. 
City workers testifi ed at a January 
hearing on illegal hotels that inspec-
tors use circumstantial evidence when 
investigating short-term rentals, but 
not when inspecting suspected home 
conversions, Gentile said. The law-
maker will use that precedent to argue 
for his bill, he said.

Protecting fi refi ghters
In 2013, an upstate lawmaker in-

troduced a bill (S6254-2013) creating a 
class of felonies for property owners 
who put fi refi ghters in harm’s way by 
turning individual homes into danger-
ous mazes of drywall.

“While responding to any emer-

gency is dangerous, this is particu-
larly so when a building has been ille-
gally altered, usually to make room for 
more occupants,” the bill states.

  A fi refi ghter died responding to a 
2007 blaze in an illegally converted loft 
in Williamsburg . 

That bill has been stuck in the sen-
ate’s Codes Committee since Jan. 9, 
2014.

“Town Hall Meeting about Illegal 
Home Conversions” at The Knights of 
Columbus [1305 86th St. between 13th 
and 14th avenues in Dyker Heights, 
 brooklynhpa.com ,  www.dykerheights-
civicassociation.com ]. Feb. 26 at 7 pm.

A roundup of proposed legislation to battle illegal home conversions

HEART OF THE ISSUE: Points show blocks 
with two or more illegal conversion com-
plaints that the city was unable to inspect 
because it was denied access. Red areas 
show a concentration of unaddressed com-
plaints in northern Dyker Heights. 

Uniting against divisions
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Some Sheepshead Bay residents had a 
dirty Valentine’s Day. 

A leaky fi re hydrant valve trans-
formed a residential road on Avenue Y 
near E. 23rd Street into a muddy mess 
on Feb. 14. The valve began leaking at 
noon and the Fire Department was at 
the scene for an hour trying to shut 
down the torrent as the murky water 
nearly fl ooded the street. 

Employees from the Department of 
Environmental Conservation were also 

at the scene assisting the fi refi ghters. 
Some nearby residents’ faucets 

spewed rust-colored water until some-
time after the leak was fi xed, which can 
occur when sediment is dislodged by a 
sudden change in pressure, according 
to an employee with the Department of 
Environmental Conservation.

At least one resident, unaware of 
the scene outside, drank some of the 
murky water, but a department spokes-
man said the water, even though dis-
colored, was still safe to drink. 

MAIN ATTRACTION: (Left) A fi refi ghter tries shutting a street valve to stop the dirty water 
that was spewing down the street and out of residents’ faucets after a fi re hydrant broke in 
Sheepshead Bay on Feb. 14. (Right) The water fl ooded Avenue Y, near E. 23rd Street. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Broken water main 
fl oods S’Bay streets 
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Drivers have more reason 
than ever to look both ways be-
fore making a turn.

Cops arrested a bus driver 
after they say he ran over and 
severely injured a teen in Wil-
liamsburg last Friday morn-
ing, charging him under a 
new law, passed in August, 
that increases the penalty for 
drivers who ignore pedestri-
ans’ right of way and hit them. 
A road-safety advocate hailed 
the arrest as progress in the 
Vision Zero campaign, backed 
by the mayor and aimed at re-
ducing traffi c fatalities to zero 
by 2024.

“Prior to Vision Zero, ex-
cept for certain criminal be-
haviors, drivers who killed or 
injured pedestrians never had 
signifi cant consequences,” 
said Steve Vaccaro, a lawyer 
who helped get the law passed. 
“This sends a message that 
crashes have consequences. 
Drivers used to be able to walk 
away, but the victim can’t al-

ways do that.”
The driver of the Q59 bus 

hit the girl as he made a left 
turn from Union Avenue into 
a Manhattan-bound lane of 
Grand Street, crushing her 
leg, according to a report. 
Responding to a call shortly 
after 8:45 am, paramedics 
freed the girl from under-
neath the bus and trans-
ported her to Bellevue Hos-
pital Center in Manhattan 
in stable but critical condi-
tion, with severe injuries to 
her left leg, a police spokes-
woman said. 

Offi cers cuffed the driver 
at the scene and charged him 
with failure to exercise due 
care and failure to yield. The 
new law makes the latter 
charge a misdemeanor. 

The move toward arrest-
ing professional drivers who 
hit pedestrians does not sit 
well with transit-worker ad-
vocates, who argue the new 
policy puts undue burden on 
individual drivers when the 

Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority should bear some 
responsibility.

“Arresting drivers won’t 
solve anything,” said Jim 
Gannon, a spokesman for the 
Transit Workers Union. “The 
MTA gets a pass and the con-
sequences fall on operators.”

In December, bus drivers 
refused to leave their depots 
following the arrest of one of 
their colleagues involved in 
a fatal collision in East Flat-

bush, according to a New York 
Post  report . 

Until Friday, the driver ar-
rested in Williamsburg had a 
29-year record of clean driving, 
and he should not be slapped 
with criminal charges before 
an investigation is done, Gan-
non said.

“It’s terrible that the poor 
kid is in the hospital, but an 
accident that happens in one 
instant does not necessarily 
mean criminality,” he said. 

Police must have probable 
cause to arrest people on crim-
inal charges, but not proof 
beyond a reasonable doubt, 
which is required for convic-
tions.

The new law carries a $250 
fi ne, and if you ask Vaccaro, it 
doesn’t do nearly enough.

“This is a step forward, but 
the fi ne is sort of an insult,” 
he said. “You should be fi ned 
thousands, not hundreds, if 
you kill someone.”

Bus driver hit with new, stiffer charge 
for hitting Williamsburg pedestrian

DO NOT CROSS: Police cordoned off the scene of a Friday morning crash at Grand Street at Union Avenue, 
where they say a bus driver ran over a teen’s leg. Photo by Paul Martinka

Steer clear

Any Cosmetic Case

$500 OFF
Expires 3/6/15

With the start of treatment...

FREE WHITENING 
Expires 3/6/15

Complimentary 
Invisalign 

Consultation

LUBLIN DENTAL CENTER
Theodore A. Lublin, D.D.S P.C. & Adam S. Lublin, D.D.S.
6820 Avenue U - Mill Basin - 718-531-2300

100% INTEREST FREE 
FINANCING AVAILABLE!

For more information, visit our website www.LublinDentalCenter.com
E-mail:LublinDental@aol.com

Celebrate with a 
brand-new smile for you 

or your loved one...
a smile that will last a lifetime!

Call today 
for your FREE 

CONSULTATION!

BEFORE AFTER

IMPLANTS: We also do Lumineers, Crowns, 
Cosmetic Dentistry & more! 
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Shutterburglar
A thief walked in the front 

door of a 76th Street apartment 
on Feb. 1 and made off with cam-
era gear. 

The sneak got into the apartment 
between Third and Fourth avenues 
in Bay Ridge through an unlocked 
door sometime between 11 am and 
1 pm, removing a Canon camera, 
memory card, and camera bag all 
valued at $640, police said. 

Car wash caper
A dirtbag stole a designer purse, 

sunglasses, and cash from a car at a 
65th Street car wash on Feb. 9. 

The theft happened between 6:45 
am and 3:45 pm at a car wash be-
tween Ninth and 10th avenues in 
Dyker Heights, police said. 

The sneak took a Louis Vuit-
ton purse and wallet, Versace sun-
glasses, credit cards, and $100 cash 
for a total haul valued at $2,450, a po-
lice report states. 

Lifted at gym
Someone stole stuff from lockers 

at Fourth Avenue gym on Feb. 5. 
The gym rat took a wallet, credit 

cards, and $174 from one locker and 
a wallet, credit cards, an iPhone, 
and an iPad from another locker at 
the health club between 92nd and 
93rd streets in Bay Ridge sometime 
between 2:30 pm and 3:15 pm, police 
said.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Brighton kid robbed
Three goons robbed a 12-year-

old of his cellphone at gunpoint on 
Brighton Seventh Street on Feb. 11. 

The kid was between Ocean 
View Avenue and Brighton Sev-
enth Court in Brighton Beach at 9 
pm when the trio surrounded him, 
police said. 

One guy hit the pre-teen in the 
stomach with a wooden stick and 
another took his phone, a police re-
port states. 

When the goons realized the 
phone was locked, one guy whipped 
out a pistol and told the kid to enter 
his password, police said. 

With the phone unlocked, the 
thugs ran toward Neptune Ave-
nue, according to law enforcement 
sources.

Bat-wielding brigand
Police arrested a suspect who 

they said used a baseball bat to in-
timidate a 50-year-old man on Surf 
Avenue and W. 30th Street in Coney 
Island on Feb. 13. 

Police charge that the man de-
manded cash from the victim while 
brandishing a bat at 7:28 pm. 

The victim refused and walked 
away, so the suspect allegedly fol-
lowed him, grabbed him by the 
arm, and raised the bat over his 
head, but someone called police 
and they arrested a suspect with-
out any injury to the victim, police 
said.

Gate jacker 
A burglar used a car jack to open 

a security gate and steal a cash reg-
ister from an 86th Street business 
on Feb. 13. 

The crafty cretin pried open the 
gate to a car wash between McDon-

ald Avenue and Lake Street at 7:30 
pm, police said. 

Once inside, the thief ransacked 
the register area, taking a cash 
till, and leaving the rest of the reg-
ister strewn about the sidewalk in 
front of the business, a police report 
states.

Car break-ins
Someone broke into two parked 

cars at the corner of Brighton Beach 
Avenue and Brighton First Place 
over two days.

• In the fi rst incident, the thief 
bashed in a rear, passenger-side 
window to a car at the intersection 
at 4 am on Feb. 14, taking $1,300 in 
electronics, police said.

• Then the brute repeated the 
same act on a different car at mid-
night on Feb. 15, taking $10, poker 
chips, cologne, and boots, a police 
report states. — Max Jaeger

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Fake fi end
A suspect’s plan to buy a cell-

phone with counterfeit cash went 
awry when the victim caught and 
held him for police on Coney Island 
Avenue on Feb. 8.

Cops say a 71-year-old man tried 
to buy a cellphone with $600 in fake 
funds from a man near Avenue U at 
7:10 pm. 

The victim realized the at-
tempted dupe, and retained the man 

for the police. The suspect also hit 
the victim in the face before cops ar-
rived, according to a police report. 

Offi cers said they recovered the 
counterfeit money.

Hear no evil
Three crooks tried to snatch a 

pair of headphones from a teenager 
on Neck Road on Feb. 6, an offi cer 
stated.

Authorities say the thieves ap-
proached the teenager near E. 17th 
Street at 2:05 pm. The suspects tried 
grabbing the headphones but when 
the victim resisted, the perps fl ed, 
cops say. 

The victim was not injured, ac-
cording to reports.

Disastrous duo
Two teenagers tried robbing a 

35-year-old woman on Stuart Street 
on Feb. 9, according to authorities.

Police say the good-for-nothings 
attempted to steal the victim’s purse 
near Avenue T at 6:50 pm. 

Offi cers say one of the would-
be crooks approached her from 
the back and the other cornered 
her from the side, but when she 
screamed, the perps fl ed on foot.

Ruthless robbery
Police say two cold-hearted 

crooks robbed a senior citizen at 
gunpoint on Avenue X on Feb. 10 
and stole his cash and cellphone.

Cops say the robbers approached 
the 64-year-old man near Ocean 
Parkway at 5:50 am. One of the perps 
held a silver fi rearm to the victim’s 
head and allegedly said, “Give me 
your money or I will shoot you.” 

One of the goons then stole $150 
and a phone from the victim, an of-
fi cer stated.

Police say both men fl ed on foot.
 — Vanessa Ogle

 2MIN
2XDAY

DONATE STUFF.

CREATE JOBS.

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER,  

GO TO GOODWILL.ORG 
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Breakthrough FDA Approved Treatment For Gum Disease

MARINE PARK PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC

2272 Hendrickson Street Brooklyn, NY 11234 
www.MarineParkPerio.com

LANAP laser gum treatment that 
can zap away Gum Disease! 
If you suffer from bleeding gums we 
have treated hundreds of cases with 
no cutting and no sutures and the 
results are incredible.

Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC 
is now trained in this breakthrough 
surgical technique 

LANAP

Treatment of Gum Recession without a 
Second Surgical Site PINHOLE TechniqueTM

Laser Assisted 
New Attachment Procedure

The alternative to scalpel & suture gum surgery
*First & only FDA Approved laser gum treatment procedure.

CALL US FOR A 

CONSULTATION

DUCTLESS SPLIT SYSTEMS
HEAT PUMP & AIR CONDITIONING SOLUTIONS

• Quiet, Energy Efficient, Environmentally Friendly • Single & Multi-Room Systems Available 
• Quick Installation Times • Factory Certified Installation 

• Up To 12 Months Interest-Free Financing with Low Monthly Payments

STAY WARM THIS WINTER
AND KEEP COOL THIS SUMMER

FOR A DUCTLESS SPLIT HEAT PUMP SYSTEM and AIR CONDITIONER INQUIRY
CALL: 800-261-4401 or E-MAIL: SPLITAC@PCRICHARD.COM

FREE
IN-HOME SURVEYS

UTILITY REBATES
ON SELECT UNITS

$400UP 
TO
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BY MAX JAEGER
Prosecutors have dropped the charges 
against a Sunset Park fruit vendor 
who was arrested for assault and re-
sisting arrest last fall after a cellphone 
video contradicted the police account, 
and proved that the offi cer who ac-
cused him couldn’t have witnessed the 
crimes he supposedly committed.

Police arrested Jonathan Daza on 
Sept. 14 following a dustup over his 
failure to move his fruit-stand once a 
street fair permit expired. 

But a bystander’s cellphone video 
shows offi cer Vincent Ciardiello kick-
ing Daza in the back while Daza was 
on the ground and restrained by other 
offi cers. The video got the offi cer into 
hot water with the department and 
helped exonerate Daza and two family 
members who were also arrested, the 
family’s attorney said.

“In November, the [assistant dis-
trict attorney] on the case put in an 
affi rmation swearing on facts that 
clearly hadn’t happened, because 
there’s a video of the thing,” said Re-
becca Heinegg, who represented Daza 
and his two sisters.

Police botched the criminal com-
plaints against the Dazas and defen-
dants Edwin Morales and Edwin Ro-
sario by presenting the offi cer who 
signed a deposition against them as a 
witness to the events — even though 
he saw none of the actions he alleged 
— according to a Jan. 22 memo from 
the District Attorney’s Offi ce.

Similarly, a document that an as-
sistant district attorney fi lled out al-
leges that Daza had an altercation with 
the offi cer who gave the deposition the 
charges were based on, even though the 
two never interacted, the memo states.

A cellphone video of the scuffl e 
proved the offi cer who accused Daza 

in the deposition was not a witness, 
Heinegg said.

The county dismissed charges 
against Daza. A grand jury declined to 
indict Wendy Daza, who was charged 
with assaulting a police offi cer, Hei-
negg said. Police later backpedaled, 
according to the Jan. 22 memo, claim-
ing they meant to accuse Cindy Daza 
— not Wendy — of shoving an offi cer 
to the ground. Prosecutors told Hei-
negg they plan to drop charges against 
Cindy at her next court date in March, 
Heinegg said.

But the cases somehow dragged on 
for fi ve months, despite the fact that 
the prosecutors had seen the exonerat-
ing video that showed the police depo-
sition was false, according to Heinegg.

“They seem to have completely ig-
nored the video at fi rst, although the 
[assistant district attorney] confi rmed 
to me that he’d seen it,” she said. “It 
wasn’t until I submitted a motion and 
the video to the court and the ADA’s 
supervisors that they looked into it 
and came up with the memo.”

The video went viral after  advocacy 
group El Grito de Sunset Park posted it 
to its Facebook page  in the days follow-
ing the scuffl e. The group’s director 
said the Daza family’s vindication was 
a wonderful rarity.

“We look at it like a miracle,” said 
Dennis Flores. “We’re lucky that this 
went their way. It was clear in the 
video that this cop just walked up to 
him and kicked him for no reason. The 
police offi cer wasn’t defending him-
self, he was just being malicious.”

The incident involving Daza, and 
 another video showing a police offi -
cer shoving a pregnant woman to the 
ground in Sunset Park  sparked out-
rage last summer.

Charges dropped after video shows cops lied

GOOD EXPOSURE: Prosecutors dropped charges that Jonathan Daza, center, attacked po-
lice and resisted arrest after video evidence led to his exoneration. El Grito de Sunset Park

Video vindicates 
fruit vendor

…with an MCU Auto Loan

THINGS ARE    
LOOKING UP

Get Pre-approved Today!  
Visit nymcu.org/carbuyingservice

* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. These rates are available to well-qualified 
borrowers who purchase through the MCU Car Buying Service powered 
by TRUECar. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by 
creditworthiness. For model year 2015 vehicles purchased using the MCU Car 
Buying Service powered by TRUECar, your payments will consist of 60 monthly 
payments of $17.09 on each $1,000 borrowed at 0.99% APR. For model years 
2015-2013, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.29 on 
each $1,000 borrowed at 1.45% APR. For model year 2012, your payments will 
consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95% 
APR. Some restrictions apply. These rates apply when payroll deduction or direct 
deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Rates will increase after closing 
if you stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. 
Rates subject to change without notice. Competitive rates available for older 
models and refinances. Membership required.

PRESIDENTS’ DAY SALE
FEBRUARY 6 — FEBRUARY 28

RATES 
AS LOW 

AS 0.99%
APR*

Rates apply when purchased through the  
MCU Car Buying Service

Continued on page 15
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Never before has any show brought together a mix of action sports into the ring with the amazing Ringling 
Bros. performers! It’s an amazing spectacle of extreme family fun!

FEB. 19–MAR. 1

MAR. 4–8

MAR. 12–15

MAR. 18–22

#RinglingBros
Ringling.com For ticket information, visit Ticketmaster.com

Experience the grace and beauty of Ringling Bros.® menagerie of exotic 
animal acts that can only be found at The Greatest Show on Earth®.

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey searched more than 14 countries for the 
120 performers featured in Circus XTREME.

RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY

®
 PRESENTS CIRCUS XTREME



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 20–26, 2015 13  B GM BR

From the Edge of Amazing 
to the Edge of Your Seat!

RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY

®
 PRESENTS CIRCUS XTREME

Presents

Ringling.com

 
Presents  will be in the 
New York Metro area for five weeks 

beginning February 19. For ticket 
information, visit Ticketmaster.com
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
There was a whole lot of love in 
Borough Hall last Friday.

Borough President Adams 
celebrated Brooklyn’s “golden 
couples” — those who have 
been married for more than 50 
years — at a reception ahead of 
Valentine’s Day complete with 
a catered lunch, dancing, and a 
sparkling wine toast. 

One of the veteran husbands 
shared his secret for a long and 
prosperous matrimony.

“Two words,” said David 
Hammerman, who lives with 
his wife Gail in Midwood. “Yes, 
ma’am.”

Gail agreed that her hus-
band’s servility is an important 
factor in keeping the couple to-
gether, but she also pointed to a 
fi scal consideration.

“The other thing is a joint 
bank account,” Gail Hammer-

man said. “He puts some money 
in, and I take it out.”

The Beep said the 150 part-
ners attending his celebration 
have spent a combined 8,000 
years together, an accomplish-
ment worthy of a toast.

“Brooklyn’s golden couples 
are a shining example of the 
power of love and commitment 
for happy, healthy lives,” Adams 
said. “Celebrations like these re-
mind us of the values of family 
that make our borough an in-
viting place for all lovers, both 
young and young at heart.”

Alla and Yuriy Natkovich 
live in Brighton Beach and have 
been married for 54 years. The 
husband said it was nice to see 
the Beep going out of his way 
to celebrate some of Brooklyn’s 
most committed couples.

“I really appreciate that Eric 
Adams does this,” said Yuriy 

Natkovich. “It’s a big job and it’s 
not easy. That’s a lot of people.”

Gail Hammerman, who has 
three children and fi ve grand-
children, enjoyed the chance to 
see all the couples together un-
der one roof.

“It’s beautiful to see such 
vibrant dynamic couples,” she 
said. “Being able to sustain a re-
lationship over a period of time 
takes a lot of hard work.”

When pressed about the se-
cret to her and her husband’s 

golden commitment, she said 
the little things matter most.

“It’s a mutual respect, and 
it’s civility. Saying good morn-
ing. A kiss hello. It’s the simple 
things that make a difference,” 
she said.

Beep celebrates couples married 50 years or more

HAPPY COUPLES: (Above) Alla and Yuriy Natkovich of Brighton Beach 
have been married for 54 years and came out to celebrate their marraige 
with 150 other couples at Borough Hall on Feb. 13. (Left) Gail and David 
Hammerman were also  honored by Borough President Adams at the pre-
Valentine’s Day celebration. Photos by Arthur DeGaeta

Sharing the golden years

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Department bigwigs at-
tended  a town hall Flores or-

ganized in Sunset Park in 
October  and quietly took a 
more-than-two-hour verbal 
lashing from activists and vic-
tims of police violence. 

The Police Department sus-
pended Ciardiello for 30 days 
after the incident, and he is 
currently on modifi ed duty, 
a police spokeswoman said. 

The department did not imme-
diately respond to questions 
about his pay or the status of 
an investigation into the inci-
dent.

Flores wants to see Ciar-
diello charged.

“It sends a bad tone to the 
community that cops can get 
away with this stuff,” he said.

Continued from page 10 
VENDOR



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 20–26, 201516    B GM BR

BY MAX JAEGER
A public works project is shor-
ing up a private beach.

Pols broke ground on a 
project to reinforce Seagate’s 
residents-only coastline on 
Feb. 14, but offi cials say the 
$25-million, federally funded 
undertaking will be a boon for 
Coney Island’s public beaches, 
as well. 

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers is building four 
“T-Groin” jetties and “stone 
armoring” at Norton Point to 
prevent erosion on Seagate’s 
southern shore. Some locals 
have criticized the plan be-
cause the neighborhood’s pri-
vate beaches will benefi t from 
public money, but the Army 
Corps and congressional rep-
resentatives say that  if Sea-
gate’s shoreline fails, Sodom 
by the Sea could get caught 
with its trunks down . 

The southern side of Sea-
gate’s beachfront abuts the W. 
37th Street groin that marks 
the People’s Playground’s 
western border, and accord-
ing to the Corps, if Seagate’s 

beaches are washed away, ero-
sive forces could start taking 
the sand out from under the 

jetty that protects the public 
beach.

“With continued ero-

sion, there is a major risk of 
f lanking the W. 37th Street 
Terminal Groin, which may 

lead to groin failure and sig-
nificant impact to the Coney 
Island Public Beach,”  ac-
cording to information from 
the Corps . 

Workers will also dump 
enough sand to fi ll four Olym-
pic-size swimming pools on 
Seagate’s exclusive shores to 
replenish the eroded coast-
line, which shrunk dramati-
cally during Hurricane Sandy, 
according to a joint statement 
from federal lawmakers.

The Corps replenished the 
beach from Brighton Beach 
to Seagate as part of a larger 
1995 resiliency project, and 
the feds promised to keep 
Seagate from washing away 
in the future, a congressio-
nal spokesman said.

“When the original proj-
ect was built, Seagate was 
guaranteed their beach levels 
would never go below 1990s 
levels,” said Robert Gottheim, 
a spokesman for Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler (D–Borough Park).

The work is expected to be 
done by the summer of 2016, 
offi cials said.

Federally funded beach project will shore up Coney’s public sands, says Army

ROCK THE SAND BAR: Army Corps of Engineers contractors are busy building four jetties to protect Seagate 
and Coney Island from beach erosion. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Gettin’ jetty with it in Seagate

A New Year! A New Level  of Care for Brooklyn’s Children: 

Lutheran Now Welcomes  
NYU Langone Medical Center 
Pediatric Specialists.

Lutheran now offers:

 • Cardiology

 • Endocrinology

 • Gastroenterology

 • Nephrology

 • Pulmonology

 • Rehabilitation Medicine

 Lutheran
www.LutheranHealthCare.org      
To find a physician call 718-630-RxRx (7979)
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US Health Regulators and CMS 
Approves Coverage for CT Low Dose 
Lung Cancer Screening. 

CANDIDATES FOR CT LOW DOSE LUNG SCREENING
If you are a current smoker or former smoker, between the ages of 55 and 
77, you may now be eligible for a Low Dose CT Lung Screening Exam. 
Covered 100% by Medicare as Preventive Exam. No Copay/Deductible.

LUNG CANCER IS THE NUMBER ONE CANCER KILLER IN AMERICA.
A 5 second exam to save your life.

Ask your physician for a CT Lung Screening Referral or for more information on CT Low Dose Lung Screening Exam at BRMI

Contact us at: (718) 238-7000 X-332, 333, 421 or visit our website @ www.brmi.org

BRMI @ 76TH STREET
7601 4th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209

BRMI @ BORO PARK
3802 14th Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11218

BRMI @ DYKER HEIGHTS
7117 13th Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11228

BRMI @ NARROWS
9920 4th Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11209

BRMI @ MIDWOOD
1220 Ave P
Brooklyn, NY 11229

Bay Ridge Medical Imaging
Visit us at brmi.org
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are asking for the 
public’s help identifying 
a man who attacked an 
employee at a video game 
store in Bergen Beach on 
Feb. 12. 

Authorities say the sus-
pect turned violent after 
his debit card was declined 
at the shop on Ralph Avenue 

between Avenues K and L at 
3:50 pm. Police say the sus-
pect, who was with a female 
companion, walked behind 
the counter and hit the em-
ployee in the face. 

The suspect was wear-
ing dark jacket and a hat 
during the incident and his 
companion was wearing a 
black jacket. 

BY MAX JAEGER
Police have released photos of 
the replacement-level scrubs 
who broke into MCU Park un-
der cover of a blizzard on Jan. 
26.

The bench warmers snuck 
onto the Cyclones’ Surf Av-
enue turf through a loading 
dock gate at 10:30 pm during 
what was forecasted to be a re-
cord-breaking snowfall. 

The trio took a swing at 
some minor-league chicanery, 
vandalizing the home team’s 
locker room before stealing 
baseball bats and a catcher’s 
mask, police said.

Police couldn’t say what 
messages the chumps scrawled 
on the park’s hallowed walls.

Nothing taken was ir-
replaceable, and the theft 
won’t effect the park’s warm-
weather kids baseball clinics, 
 MCU Park spokesman Billy 

Harner told this paper earlier 
this month . 

Park workers discovered 
the break-in after fi nding foot-
prints in the snow when they 
returned to work the day af-

ter the blizzard that wasn’t, he 
said.

“We saw footprints, and we 
kind of fi gured that there was 
something askew,” Harner 
said.

MINOR-LEAGUE MISFITS: Police believe these three benchwarmers 
broke into MCU Park and vandalized the Cyclones’ locker room before 
stealing practice bats and a catcher’s mask. NYPD

VIOLENT VIDEO GAMER: Police are looking for this man, who they say 
attacked an employee at video game store in Bergen Beach on Feb. 12.
 NYPD

Cops looking for 
MCU snow burglars

Customer attacks 
game store clerk

Increased Taxes and Costs + Rent Freeze = Landlords Cannot Repair, 
Improve, Maintain and Preserve Affordable Housing

The de Blasio affordable housing policy hurts poor 
and middle-income families, those most in need of  

affordable housing – as well as landlords of  rent-stabilized 
apartments, the largest providers of  affordable housing.

It’s Time for
New Solutions to 
an Old Problem.

The de Blasio Affordable 
Housing Equation Just 

Doesn’t Add Up.

www.RSANYC.net
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Police are asking anyone with information about these incidents to call Crime Stoppers at 
(800) 577–8477, visit  www.nypdcrimestoppers.com , or text tips to 274637 and enter “TIP577.”
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replenish the eroded coastline, which 
shrunk dramatically during Hurri-
cane Sandy, according to a joint state-
ment from federal lawmakers.

The Corps replenished the beach 
from Brighton Beach to Seagate as 
part of a larger 1995 resiliency proj-
ect, and the feds promised to keep 

Seagate from washing away in the 
future, a congressional spokesman 
said.

“When the original project was 
built, Seagate was guaranteed their 
beach levels would never go below 
1990s levels,” said Robert Gottheim, a 
spokesman for Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D–
Borough Park).

The work is expected to be done by 
the summer of 2016, offi cials said.

SEAGATE

the shopping center but Cross said the 
foundation of the shopping center has 
stopped residents from being exposed 
to the pollutants, and remediation is 
only necessary if the building is de-
molished — as its owner plans to do, to 
make way for the residential tower.

“The buildings and the pavements 
that sit on top of sites — that prevents 
any contact,” said Cross, adding that 
unless the contaminated soil is dis-
turbed, the pollutants should stay 
capped. “We think it has gone about as 
far as it’s going to go.”

National Grid, which will pay for 
the cleanup, is responsible for present-
ing a cleanup plan to the Department 
of Environmental Conservation, but 
the company said it has not revealed 
the plan because the property owner 
has not yet presented a development 
plan. 

The Department  of Environmental 
Conservation said that because there 
isn’t a plan yet, it can only provide ex-
amples of past cleanup remedies used 
on some of the hundreds of manufac-
tured gas plant sites throughout the 
state. Past methods have included cap-
ping the contaminants and excavation 
and removal of the toxic soil. 

To trap the odor inevitable with the 
excavation of coal tar, Cross said work-
ers would erect a large tent over the 
worksite and spray odor-control foam 
around the area. He said the trucks 
that transport workers and supplies 
are also cleaned before leaving the site. 

“We haven’t had an odor complaint 
from a truck leaving a site in over a de-
cade,” said Cross. 

But an elected offi cial at the meet-
ing said that rather than worrying 
about the smell, he is more concerned 

about the health effects of the foul 
fumes — especially since many resi-
dents who live nearby are especially 
vulnerable to health threats.

“We have those that are sick, those 
that are frail, and those that cannot 
fend for themselves,” said Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay). 

The cleanup process is scary, said 
to one local, but it is also terrifying 
to think about how the 40-story tower 
will affect the community that resi-
dents worked for generations to build.

“We have a right to the people that 
put their hearts and souls and their 
lives in a place to live here to leave 
something for their children,” said Sol 
Cooperman, the president of Trump 
Towers in section three. “And for 
what?”

Continued from cover

TRUMP

FINGER POINTING: Sol Cooperman, the 
president of Trump Towers in section three, 
voiced his concerns about the plan to build 
a 40-story tower in Brighton Beach.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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tion is only necessary if the building is 
demolished — as its owner plans to do, 
to make way for the residential tower.

“The buildings and the pavements 
that sit on top of sites — that prevents 
any contact,” said Cross, adding that 
unless the contaminated soil is dis-
turbed, the pollutants should stay 
capped. “We think it has gone about as 
far as it’s going to go.”

National Grid, which will pay for 
the cleanup, is responsible for present-
ing a cleanup plan to the Department 
of Environmental Conservation, but 
the company said it has not revealed 
the plan because the property owner 
has not yet presented a development 
plan. 

The Department  of Environmental 
Conservation said that because there 
isn’t a plan yet, it can only provide ex-
amples of past cleanup remedies used 
on some of the hundreds of manufac-
tured gas plant sites throughout the 
state. Past methods have included cap-
ping the contaminants and excavation 
and removal of the toxic soil. 

To trap the odor inevitable with the 

excavation of coal tar, Cross said work-
ers would erect a large tent over the 
worksite and spray odor-control foam 
around the area. He said the trucks 
that transport workers and supplies 
are also cleaned before leaving the site. 

“We haven’t had an odor complaint 
from a truck leaving a site in over a de-
cade,” said Cross. 

But an elected offi cial at the meet-
ing said that rather than worrying 
about the smell, he is more concerned 
about the health effects of the foul 
fumes — especially since many resi-
dents who live nearby are especially 
vulnerable to health threats.

“We have those that are sick, those 
that are frail, and those that cannot 
fend for themselves,” said Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay). 

The cleanup process is scary, said 
to one local, but it is also terrifying 
to think about how the 40-story tower 
will affect the community that resi-
dents worked for generations to build.

“We have a right to the people that 
put their hearts and souls and their 
lives in a place to live here to leave 
something for their children,” said Sol 
Cooperman, the president of Trump 
Towers in section three. “And for 
what?”

Continued from cover
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In October,  Jennifer DeBiasi said 
two of her children were affected 
by the ferocious fumes  — and three 
months later, she said  she was taking 
a host of medications to combat the 
coughing  problems she said were a re-
sult of the buses’ exhaust. 

It is illegal for buses to idle for more 
than three minutes, but if a bus driver 
moves even an inch at any time dur-
ing the countdown, the police cannot 
ticket the driver — a loophole one resi-
dent said has severe repercussions for 
residents. 

“Unfortunately, cancer and other 
respiratory illnesses don’t know the 
difference between three minutes 
and two minutes and 59 seconds,” said 
Ann, who did not want to use her last 
name because she said she has been 
harassed by drivers at the depot.

Another local said children 
shouldn’t have to suffer because ill-
planned zoning regulations allow bus 
depots to operate in residential neigh-
borhoods. 

“Every single day, children have 
to take medicine because the buses 
moved across the street,” said Joe 
Dai, who led several of the chants at 
the rally, but was often interrupted by 
the roar of a bus engine or overwhelm-
ing emissions of exhaust as the buses 
passed the protesters throughout the 
day. 

Some residents suspect that the de-
pot’s landlord Alex Forkosh is using 
the noxious tenant to  “strong-arm” lo-
cals into approving a controversial re-
zoning that would allow him to build 
waterfront condos on the site.  Forkosh 
could not be reached for comment.

One elected offi cial who attended 
the rally said residents have given 
Forkosh fair warning of their con-
cerns, but because their pleas have 
fallen on deaf ears, the only solution is 
to extinguish the smoky depot. 

“The bottom line here is we need 
to shut it down,” said state Sen. John 
Sampson (D–Canarsie). “We gotta take 
it to the next extreme.”

Continued from cover 

BUS DEPOT

FEROCIOUS FUMES: Gabby Calise holds 
a sign she made about the proper use of 
school buses. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Hi-yah!

The embattled owner of a Park 
Slope assisted-living facility will pay 
$750,000 to the estate of a beloved 
Brooklyn judge, known for holding a 
black belt in karate, thanks to a settle-
ment in a  wrongful death lawsuit . 

The suit claimed that Prospect 
Park Residence owner Haysha Deitsch 
was running a sham facility staffed by 
unlicensed nurses when Judge John 
Phillips stayed there, and that severe 
neglect led to his death at 83 in 2008.

The settlement is a grim victory, 
according to the lawyer representing 
Phillips’s nephew, Samuel Boykin.

“No one’s cracking open cham-
pagne bottles,” said John O’Hara, a 
close friend of Phillips who  delivered a 
eulogy  at the judge’s funeral. 

The out-of-court settlement came 
a week before the scheduled start of a 
jury trial in which Boykin was seek-
ing $40 million in damages. In a com-
plaint, Boykin and O’Hara accused 
the facility of failing to provide Phil-
lips with a diabetic meal plan during 
his eight-month stay, keeping him in 
an unheated room in the dead of win-
ter, and preventing friends and family 
from visiting him by citing a fi ctional 

court order, all the while lacking the 
required license to operate an assisted-
living facility.

A 2012 inspection of the facility 
found that Deitsch was providing ser-

vices to dependent and memory-im-
paired patients without the proper li-
cense to do so, a crime punishable by a 
fi ne of up to $1,000 for every day a facil-
ity continues to operate.

According to the lawsuit, Deitsch 
claimed for years that confi ning Phil-
lips was justifi ed by a court order, but 
was never able to produce the order. 
With no assisted-living license and 
no court order, Deitsch was nothing 
more than a landlord illegally iso-
lating an elderly, vulnerable man, 
O’Hara said.

The settlement closes the long, sad 
saga of the so-called kung-fu judge, a 
landlord and popular civil-court judge 
elected without the support of the 
Brooklyn Democratic machine. Phil-
lips was famed for demonstrating mar-
tial-arts moves from the bench, where 
he served for 17 years. He owned prop-
erty in Bedford-Stuyvesant at a time 
when many — including Phillips — 
were nervous on the neighborhood’s 
crime-plagued streets, and he turned 
his Slave Theater into a hotbed of civil-
rights activity in the 1980s.

Phillips was an opponent of for-
mer District Attorney Charles 
Hynes, and O’Hara, another foe of 
Brooklyn’s erstwhile top lawman, 

has long accused Hynes of railroad-
ing Phillips into state care and al-
lowing court-appointed guardians 
to loot his estate.

Backing up O’Hara’s claims, a Los 
Angeles tax fi rm submitted a letter in 
court describing the ruinous impact 
of lost assets and rental revenue from 
Phillips’s properties, which were auc-
tioned off one by one. According to 
a preliminary investigation by the 
fi rm, the judge’s estate lost between 
$20 million and $30 million from the 
time Hynes committed Phillips to 
guardianship in 2001 until his death 
in 2008. 

In 2008, a state panel disbarred 
Emani Taylor, Phillips’s guardian 
from 2003 to 2006, for stealing $328,000 
from the judge’s estate.

O’Hara claimed Deitsch agreed to 
the settlement in order to avoid a trial 
that would have unearthed unsavory 
details and political connections.

“Deitsch confi ned Phillips because 
Hynes told him to, but they are never 
going to say that,” he said. “I never got 
an answer to how he was able to con-
fi ne him without a court order. We got 
$750,000 instead.”

A lawyer for Deitsch did not return 
requests for comment.

Prospect Park Residence owner to pay $750,000 in death of Judge John Phillips

Kung-fu judge kin strikes back
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BY VANESSA OGLE
These kids know how to jump 
into action.

Students skipped rope to 
raise money for the Amer-
ican Heart Society at the 
Jump Rope for Heart Jump-
A-Thon at Sheepshead Bay’s 
PS 197 on Feb. 13. The altru-
istic athletes jumped along-
side their peers — and one 
volunteer at the event said 

the fund-raiser was also a 
great way to get sedentary 
kids moving.

“It is more important 
now because of the technol-
ogy and everything,” said 
Kojo Mensah, a professional 
basketball player for a Bra-
zilian team who grew up in 
Canarsie. “Not only health-
wise but socially, to get these 
kids around each other and 

being active around each 
other.”

The youngsters jumped 
individually and in groups 
— and Mensah said he was 
thrilled to see the real-life 
teamwork between kids who 
have grown up playing games 
on a screen.

“It is not just from a hand-
held — they’re physically a 
part of something,” he said. 

JUMP FOR JOY: (Above) Emir Yuksel soars into the air during Jump Rope 
for Heart — a fund-raiser for the American Heart Association — which was 
held at PS 197 on Feb. 13. (Center) Kojo Mensah, a professional basketball 
player with a Brazilian team, signs an autograph for Oscar Mena. (Left) 
PS 197 students jump high into the sky. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Kids jump for health
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO 
AND NATHAN TEMPEY

Five building inspectors worked on 
behalf of slumlords in Williamsburg, 
Bushwick, and Bedford-Stuyvesant to 
evict tenants under false pretenses and 
erase code violations on dozens of prop-
erties for tens of thousands of dollars 
in bribes, prosecutors allege.

The charges came out of the mas-
sive bribery bust last Tuesday that net-
ted 49 building inspectors, property 
managers, landlords, and contractors 
alleged to have participated in an ar-
ray of schemes to gloss over building 
infractions, strong-arm renters, and 
hush up construction accidents in ex-
change for favors and cold, hard cash. 
A Brooklyn Legal Services attorney 
who represents tenants in housing 
court said the staggering 26 indict-
ments show the need for greater over-
sight in the borough’s overheated real 
estate market.

“Corruption in these agencies 
should be a huge concern for tenants, 
especially in these times of rapid, 
rapid development,” Adam Meyers 
said. “We look at these agencies to ap-
ply the brakes on gentrifi cation and 
make sure developers are respectful of 
laws we have in place.” 

Meyers said his organization, 
Brooklyn Legal Services, is sorting 
through the criminal complaints to 
see if any of the buildings or tenants it 
represents were effected by the pay-to-
play culture that Manhattan prosecu-
tors say pervaded the departments of 
Buildings and Housing Preservation 
and Development. 

“When you have people on the take, 
those laws are not going to be enforced 
and tenants will not be protected,” 
Meyers said. 

Manhattan prosecutors led the in-
vestigation, but as it expanded, Brook-
lyn District Attorney Ken Thompson 
oversaw the portion on his turf. He 
said he would keep an eye on slum-
lords and their abettors in government 
as this prosecution proceeds.

“I pledge to continue to work closely 
with out law enforcement partners to 
root our public corruption caused by 
those who try to use their money to 
gain an unfair advantage,” Thompson 
said in a statement.

The allegations span Brooklyn and 
Manhattan, but the  rapidly gentrify-
ing neighborhood of Bushwick  was a 
hotspot for the sleazy behavior prose-
cutors describe.

In the most egregious incident out-
lined in the criminal complaint, a 
property manager paid two Housing 
Preservation and Development inspec-
tors to fraudulently evict tenants from 
1249 Jefferson Ave. — prosecutors 
sited the building at 1249 Jefferson St., 
but there is no such address — under 

the guise of a city-issued vacate order, 
per law enforcement. But fi rst, the sus-
pects delivered the bogus news to the 
tenants at the wrong building, not that 
there was a right building, according 
to the Manhattan District Attorney’s 
Offi ce. When the manager reiterated 
the address in a wiretapped phone con-
versation, the inspector realized his 
mistake, prosecutors said.

“I talked to the wrong f------ people 
then,” he said. “Got to go back.”

The inspectors returned to the fi rst 
address, told the tenants they could 
stay, then went to 1249 Jefferson and 
called the police on the renters there, 
telling the authorities they were tres-
passing, according to an indictment. 
On Friday, the building appeared 
freshly painted, but its steps were 
chipped, and its front yard contained 
rubble and disassembled scaffolding. 
The area in front of the steps had not 
been shoveled.

A landlord paid the same pair of 
purportedly crooked inspectors to 
give his tenants the boot, the indict-
ment says.

One of the two worked with a third 
inspector to wipe a total of 778 viola-
tions from 24 Brooklyn properties for 
more than $41,000 in bribes from May 
to August of 2014, prosecutors said. The 
scheme netted this pair $1,000 to $2,500 
per property, including $20,000 from 
one property manager for 13 buildings 
in Bushwick, Williamsburg, and Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, prosecutors said. The 
erased entries included violations for 

SCENE OF THE CRIME: The townhouse at 
1249 Jefferson Ave., where prosecutors say 
a building inspector falsely evicted tenants 
in exchange for a bribe from a property 
manager. The building shows signs of recent 
construction. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Massive crack in 
slumlord scheme
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Marine Park Funeral 
Home has been serving the 
Brooklyn community for 
four generations. 

John Pavone is the owner 
of the business, which was 
started by his grandfa-
ther. His daughter, Nora E. 
Pavone, a recent graduate of 
mortician school, is proud to 
carry on the family tradition 
of providing dignified fu-
neral services at affordable 
pricing.    

Marine Park Funeral 
Home, in existence all these 
years, has serviced more 
Brooklynites than any other 
funeral home in the borough, 
says manager Michael Hor-
kan. The company believes 
in doing everything possible 
to honor the memories of 
loved ones by offering multi-
cultural services that take 
place at grave sites, churches, 
temples, or other locations. 
In addition, arrangements 
can be made with authorities 
to transport the remains of 
the deceased to destinations 
throughout the world. 

The facility offers a peace-
ful, home-like setting, where 
the goal is to make every-
one feel comfortable. The 
grounds are beautiful; filled 
with lush greenery. The inte-

rior is continuously updated 
so rooms remain clean and 
people can feel more relaxed. 
The large parking area offers 
ample space for cars. Small 
conveniences like these can 
mean so much when people 
are heartbroken with grief.

The staff of 10 full-time 
employees and numerous 
part-time workers strives to 
meet the needs of every fam-
ily.  

“Professionalism is man-
datory,” says Horkan. “That’s 
our strong point.” The staff 
is dignified and dresses re-
spectfully.

While much has remained 
the same about funerals, in 
recent years, some changes 
have been observed. One is 
that more people are opting 
for cremation. As a result of 
this growing need, Marine 
Park Funeral Home has built 
a special viewing room for 
families. 

“Dignity is not sacrificed,” 
says Horkan. “We still dress 
the deceased and lay out the 
body.” Families can spend 
time with the deceased and 
then accompany staff to the 
cremation, if desired. There 
are no additional fees. 

“It’s all done at the same 
cost of what a simple crema-
tion would be,” says Horkan.

Ceremonies are becoming 
more agnostic, too, says Hor-
kan. They are more personal-
ized, to reflect the lifestyle of 
an individual. 

“Clergies are not as popu-
lar,” he says. Instead, family 
and friends want to speak 
about special remembrances, 
and the funeral home can 
help with planning this. 
Sometimes, the staff acts as 
“master of ceremonies,” he 
says, introducing speakers, 
and saying a few words about 
the deceased as well.  The 
company can make arrange-
ments for flowers, limou-
sines, cemetery plots, monu-
ments, and more. Caskets are 
on display at the premises, 
allowing the opportunity to 
see what is being purchased.  

Another developing trend 
is that people want to make 
their own funeral arrange-
ments while they are still 
alive, and Marine Park Fu-
neral Home invites those 
who do to come in to discuss 
the details, without any cost 
or obligation on their part. 
The specific requests will be 
kept on file, and those who 
have planned them can tell 
their loved ones where to find 
this relevant information. 
Then, when these details are 
needed, Marine Park Funeral 

Home will share them. 
“It’s a way to make wishes 

known,” says Horkan. It 
offers peace of mind, and 
doesn’t leave loved ones sec-
ond-guessing during a diffi-
cult time of grief.

Marine Park Funeral 
Home turns no one away be-
cause of cost. It accepts life 
insurance assignments, and 
will contact insurance com-
panies to verify that funds 
are there. 

“We would be paid just 

the cost of the funeral,” says 
Horkan, and will wait to re-
ceive this payment directly 
from the insurance carrier 
which usually takes at least a 
month, again easing the bur-
den of loved ones.  

Marine Park Funeral 
Home [3024 Quentin Rd. be-
tween E. 31st Street and Ma-
rine Parkway in Marine 
Park, (718) 339–8900, www.
marineparkfh.com]. Call 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Marine Park Funeral Home there for Brooklynites in difficult time

(718) 339-8900  |  3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  www.marineparkfh.com

Marine Park
FUNERAL HOME

Our family 
has been committed 
to serving your family 
at affordable prices 
for four generations. 

At a time 
when experience 
and integrity 
are essential, 
know Marine Park 
Funeral Home 
is here for you.

   Non-Funded 
   Pre-Arrangements

   Arrangements

   Monuments
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mice and roach infestations, 
missing smoke detectors, and 
a defective hallway ceiling, 
per the authorities. 

The third inspector alleg-
edly worked out a similar deal 
with landlords at 1122 Wil-
loughby Ave. and 32 Kossuth 
Pl., both in Bushwick. In the 
Kossuth Place incident, the 
inspector allegedly helped the 
landlord clear $270,000 worth 
of fi nes. 

The building at 1122 
Wiloughby has wires sticking 
out of the wall where a buzzer 
should be, though with only 
six apartments, it is not re-
quired to have an intercom. 
A lot with the address 30 Kos-
suth Pl. — 32 does not appear 
to exist — is currently vacant 
with a construction fence 
around it.

A second property man-
ager paid the inspector more 
than $300 to dismiss viola-
tions including exposed elec-
trical wiring, a mice infesta-
tion, and a water leak in the 
ceiling at 1406 Putnam Ave. 
in Bushwick, prosecutors 
said. The suspect fi nagled the 
assignment to go the house 
for a scheduled re-inspec-
tion, then falsely claimed 

that the landlord had reme-
died the problems, according 
to a court document. 

The list goes on.
When arranging the al-

leged fraud on Putnam, the 
suspect stressed the level of 
risk, and the importance of be-
ing paid, in another recorded 
phone conversation, prosecu-
tors said.

“Listen, when I do some-

thing of this nature right, and 
I have to put this monkey suit 
on, there is a number attached 
to that,” the inspector alleg-
edly sai.d “If I go there with 
your repairman, you know, 
and dress that up, my num-
bers have to be taken care of. 
Because I am taking a chance 
and a risk, and I know what I 
am doing, but we just have to 
be careful.”

Continued from page 26 

EVICTIONS

HOTSPOTS: The massive bust implicates building inspectors, property 
managers, landlords, and contractors in bribery and fraud affecting 
properties across the city, but particularly in Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
and Bedford-Stuyvesant. Red bubbles indicate locations touched by al-
leged Department of Buildings inspector malfeasance, and yellow, De-
partment of Housing Preservation and Development. 
 New York County District Attorney’s Offi ce

Hoax worlds collide as artist Brian Whiteley, the man behind the 
Green-Wood Cemetery clown and the Prospect Park Bigfoot, poses 
in his Sasquatch suit holding a balloon. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Bigfoot big top
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10% Senior Citizen
or Veteran’s Discount

Every Wednesday

BROOKLYN
MARKET

FEBRUARY
2015

Stop By & Pick Up Our
New Loyalty Card at the

Brooklyn Market.

No Gimmicks,
Just Rewards!

Free Home Delivery
Available!

Follow Us For 
Special Savings

$999
Lb.

16/20 Ct.

Jumbo Shrimp

$399$399$399$399$399
Driscoll Raspberries
or Imported Blueberries

$199$199$199$199$199 99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢
Hass
Avocados49¢49¢49¢49¢49¢

Lb.
Green Cooking or
Golden Ripe Bananas Lb.

Fresh
Asparagus Ea.

YOUR CHOICE!
6 OZ. RASPBERRIES

OR BLUEBERRIES PINT

This Season’s Best Deals

$599
Lb.

Salmon 
Steaks

$2299
Lb.

Fresh Dry 4-10

Sea Scallops
$499

Lb.

USA

Cleaned Squid

Wesson
Corn Oil

With add’l $20.00 purchase
or more. Limit 1 deal.

Excluding Beer & Cigarettes

$599$599$599$599$599

128 Fl. oz. Cont.

Amazing Prices You Will Always Find Here At Your Favorite Store!
Mott’s
Apple Juice

& Service!!!!

$199$199$199$199$199

Select Var. 64 oz. Cont.

Nabisco
Chips Ahoy!

& Service!!!!

2/$52/$52/$52/$52/$5
Asst. 9.5-15 oz. Pkg.

Tide 2x Liquid

Detergent

With add’l $20.00 purchase
or more. Limit 1 deal.

Excluding Beer & Cigarettes

$999$999$999$999$999

Select Var. 69-75 oz. Cont.36-48
LOADS

VEGETABLE
OR CANOLA

$499$499$499$499$499
Boneless
Breast Lb.

$399$399$399$399$399
85% Lean
Ground Beef Lb.

$599$599$599$599$599
Thin Sliced
Breast Lb.

$699$699$699$699$699
Shells Steaks
Bone-In Lb.

Fresh Savings on Meat

$299
Ea.

Fresh

Organic
Cauliflower

$199
8 oz.
Pkg.

Fresh
Organic

Mushrooms

Manchego
Cheese

$799
6 MONTH

OLD

$799$799$799$799$799
Chicken
Marsala Lb.

$499$499$499$499$499
Meat
Lasagna Lb.

$1499$1499$1499$1499$1499
Stuffed
Salmon Lb.

$499$499$499$499$499
Marinara
Sauce 32 oz.

99¢v99¢99¢99¢Large 
Italian or
French Bread Ea.

$299$299$299$299$299Whole 
Wheat Bread Ea.

$499$499$499$499$499Cranberry
Walnut Bread 18 oz.

Loaf
Lb.

Crumbled
Feta

$499
1 LB.

MINIMUM Lb.

Grana
Padano

$899
Lb.

Grated
Pecorino
Romano

$699
Lb.

$399$399$399$399$399
Bologna &
American Cheese Lb.

BOAR’S HEAD
COMBO 1/2 LB.

OF EACH $699$699$699$699$699Golden Classic
Chicken Breast Lb.

DELI STORE
MADE FRESH DELI STORE

MADE FRESH DELI STORE
MADE FRESH DELI STORE

MADE FRESH

Alfredo
Sauce 32 oz.

$5.99

$299Friendly’s
Ice Cream

Select Var. 48 oz. Cont. 4/$5Celeste
Pizza

Select Var. 4.2-5.9 oz. Box

$999Scott
Bath Tissue

15 Roll Pack $999Scott
Towels

10 Pack 750-1020 Ct.

Coca Cola,
Fanta, Fresca
or Sprite

2/$10
12 Pack 12 Oz. Can + Dep.

SEAGRAM’S GINGER ALE, BARQ’S, MINUTE
MAID, FUZE, DR. PEPPER OR MELLO YELLOW

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SALES TO 1 PER FAMILY.PRICES EFFECTIVE THIS STORE ONLY.NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.SOME PICTURES ARE FOR DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE.GRAPHIC MAKERS PLUS:201-501-8201

Crystal
Geyser
Water

$39924 Pack 16.9 oz. Btl. +Dep.

$299Tropicana Premium

Orange Juice

Select Var. 59 oz. Cont. 5/$5Dannon Oikos
Greek Yogurt

Select Var. 5.3 oz. Cup

2/$5Nature’s Yoke 
Large Brown Eggs

1 Dozen $169Land O’ Lakes
Whipped Butter

8 oz. Cont.

TROP50 OR
GRAPEFRUIT

LIGHT’N FIT GREEK
OR ACTIVIA GREEK

SALTED
OR SWEET

Tostitos
Salsa

Select Var. 15.15 oz. Jar

2/$6
Pepsi-Dt. Pepsi-Mtn.
Dew-Sierra Mist-
Hawaiian Punch or Mug

4/$5
2 Ltr. Btl. +Dep.

CRUSH, LIPTON, SCHWEPPES
OR TROPICANA
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LIU Brooklyn Sits in the Media Capital of the World

COVER THE 
WORLD AROUND YOU

LIU Brooklyn’s Department of Journalism and Communications Studies emphasizes  
ethics, journalistic inquiry, entrepreneurial skills, and professional practice while a faculty  
of award-winning journalists and media leaders bring their experience and expertise from  
the newsroom into the classroom, preparing students to become leaders in the industry.  
LIU Brooklyn students graduate ready for the fast changing news media ahead of them.

Apply today. 
liu.edu/bkjournalism

Polk Awards
For more than 60 years,  
Long Island University  
has proudly presented  
the George Polk Awards  
in Journalism, the �rst major 
award of its kind to recognize 
reporting across all media.
polkawards.org
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, ABS, 
pm, Alloys, CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

E3502012 MERCEDES

$24,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, 6 cyl, alloys, 
p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#11628. 20k miles. 

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 
excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995
 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995
 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995 
 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995
 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464    $12,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k  10125 $8,995
 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595
 2006 BMW X5, 85k 11851 $9,995

MMMAAANNNYYY MMMOOORRREEE LLLIIIKKKEEE TTTHHHIIISSS TTTOOO CCCHHHOOOOOOSSSEEE FFFRRROOOMMM!!!
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514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com

www.DoctorTsukerman.com

We are here to give you personalized care

Zhanna Tsukerman, MDZhanna Tsukerman, MD

Dr. Tsukerman treats patients in Coney Island 
Hospital from admission to discharge

Board Certifi ed Doctor of Internal MedicineBoard Certifi ed Doctor of Internal Medicine

We accept 
Medicare, Medicaid, 

all other major 
Health Insurances 

Work Compensation

Dr. Tsukerman has active credentials at Beth Israel and Lutheran Hospitals, and is an attending physician in Coney Island Hospital’s internal medicine residency program.

Podiatrist & Physical Therapy On Premises

514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com

www.DoctorTsukerman.com

ass media has lost some 
of its great figures due 
to death, retirement, 

and old-fashioned scandal, 
with four larger-than-life fig-
ures — David Carr, Bob Si-
mon, Jon Stewart, and Brian 
Williams — all leaving the 
stage this week.

From their stories we 
can glean some of life’s hard 
truths; their differing sagas 
provide us with some poignant 
lessons about the fragility of 
life, the enduring power of he-
roic work, and the age-old les-
son that extreme hubris often 
precedes a fall from power.

The tragic death of 58-year-
old New York Times media col-
umnist David Carr illustrates 
the evanescence of life. Working 
until the end, Carr collapsed at 
his desk in the New York Times 
newsroom after moderating a 
panel discussion earlier in the 
day. He was dead by the time he 
got to the hospital. 

Carr was one of those very 
talented journalists who could 
see ahead of the curve and put 
together seemingly disjointed 
trends, explaining them in 
thoughtful and entertaining 
ways. A newspaperman for 

most of his life, his writing 
about television, social media 
and the ascending power of 
online journalism was so au-
thoritative, he was considered 
the pre-eminent media pundit 
in the country.

His life story also provided 
a fascinating arc for those who 
believe in the healing power of 
family and meaningful work; 
a former crack and heroin ad-
dict in the 1980s, Carr cleaned 

up his act when his twin 
daughters were young and he 
landed some of the most cov-
eted perches in the country — 
first covering entertainment 
and then media at the Times.

His untimely end came just 
48 hours after the tragic and 
violent death of Bob Simon of 
“60 Minutes” fame. Just be-
fore he died, Simon, 73, was 
working on a piece with his 
daughter about the search for 
a cure for the deadly Ebola vi-
rus. Simon had a remarkable 
career as a roving foreign cor-
respondent, which included 40 
days in captivity in Iraq when 
the first Gulf War broke out 
in the early 1990s. His captors 
treated him especially poorly 
because he was Jewish — the 
most dramatic example of his 
intrepid life covering foreign 
wars and international disas-
ters. It is certainly ironic and 
sad that Simon perished in the 
back of a cab in a car crash on 
the West Side highway, not far 
from his home. 

Simon stands out as one of 
the unsung heroes whose quiet 
grace endeared him not just to 
his peers and colleagues, but 
also to the entire viewing au-

dience of “60 Minutes.”
Speaking of network tele-

vision, it is hard not to feel a 
sense of embarrassment and 
bewilderment, over the rise 
and fall of long-time NBC an-
chorman Brian Williams. On 
top of the world with a mega 
contract, winning ratings, 
and guest appearances on 
hit shows like “30 Rock” and 
“Letterman,” Williams had 
it all, but somehow thought 
he needed to embellish an al-
ready stellar resume and ca-
reer. 

His fall from grace — and 
subsequent six-month sus-
pension — potentially could 
lead to a particularly common 
American narrative: a fall, 
a mea culpa tour, and then a 
successful second act. 

Williams, I hope, will be 
able to learn from his mis-
takes and return to the perch 
he earned as the dean of broad-
cast journalism. 

And then there is Jon Stew-
art, the Michael Jordan of 
late-night comedy. America’s 
most trusted news source, 
“The Daily Show,” has in-
formed millions of millenni-
als about the important issues 

of the day. But Stewart did this 
not with a well-coiffed counte-
nance or slick graphics and 
dramatic war-torn backdrops, 
but with laser-sharp wit, sar-
casm, and cynicism. 

As heir to the trailblazing 
wit of Chevy Chase and a 1970s 
pioneering skit called “Week-
end Update,” Stewart every 
evening lifted the veil of hypoc-
risy and cynical politicking by 
this country’s power elite. As 
many have said in recent days, 
you knew you were relevant if 
Jon Stewart and “The Daily 
Show” skewered you. 

Like an athlete who knows 
just went to hang ’em up, Stew-
art went out on his own terms, 
and at the top of his game. His 
widely quoted remark that he 
wants to have more dinners 
with his family, who, he said, 
“according to multiple sources 
are very lovely people,” has, in 
its own funny way, a ring of 
truth to it. 

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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To the editor,
Given the patronizing and disre-

spectful nature of the hastily called 
end-of-year Boardwalk meeting we 
had previously with the Parks De-
partment, we were wary of attend-
ing yet another fruitless exercise in 
frustration. However, one week ago, 
we nevertheless gritted our teeth 
and chose to attend another meet-
ing with the Parks Department in 
the vague hope that they had taken 
our input seriously and something 
positive might be forthcoming. In ad-
dition to ourselves and Parks repre-
sentatives, as last time, Councilmen 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay) 
and Mark Treyger (D–Coney Island), 
Assemblymen Steven Cymbrowitz 
(D–Sheepshead Bay) and Alec Brook-
Krasny (D–Brighton Beach) and our 
state Sen. Diane Savino (D–Coney Is-
land) were in attendance.

Unfortunately we were once 
again presented with a PowerPoint 
presentation wherein their repre-
sentative attempted to refute and 
disprove many of the points we had 
made and the issues we had raised. 
He was interrupted many times, as 
we insisted on correcting misinfor-
mation that he was proffering to but-
tress the points he wanted to make. 
These included showing a list of al-
leged “hardwoods” and saying why 
they couldn’t be used for the Board-
walk, only to be corrected and told 
that in actuality all of the woods 
listed were softwoods, arguing that 
using recycled plastic lumber as the 
supporting understructure of the 
Boardwalk was not tenable since it 
wasn’t strong enough, and having to 
be told that our suggestion was the 
possible use of structural recycled 
plastic lumber, a wholly different 
and much stronger product. Perhaps 
most embarrassing of all was the rep-
resentative using a photo of the en-
trance that used to exist for Parks ve-
hicles to enter the beach from under 
the Boardwalk at Surf Avenue and 
Ocean Parkway, and stating that the 
increased erosion and sand accumu-
lation that was experienced in build-
ings adjacent to that concrete section 
in Hurricane Sandy, as opposed to 
the nearby wood section which saw 
little such damage, was likely due to 

the fact that this open area under the 
Boardwalk allowed the storm surge 
to carry more sand through to the 
street, when in fact, as he was told, 
that was impossible since this area 
had been filled in with sand many 
years ago and the photo he was using 
was from a time long past.

Even though on multiple occa-
sions we had clearly explained the 
simple facts of what we want for our 
Boardwalk — namely, no concrete 
on top and an open air non slab con-
struction underneath — Sen. Savino 
expressed difficulty comprehending 
what it is that we desire. Council-
man Treyger said it was as easy as 
ABC — anything but concrete, which 
seemed to sum it up quite well.

When Assemblyman Cymbrow-
itz was asked why he reneged on his 
promise to withhold the funds for this 
project, he said that he didn’t want to 
lose the state funds. If that were the 
case, he was then asked, why did he 
make the pronouncements that he 
was going to do so, since he obviously 
knew what that meant? The question 
was met with a resounding silence 
on his part that spoke more loudly 
than any words could.

If the Parks Department were seri-
ous about valuing community input, 
they wouldn’t have asked for it after 
they began work, and they wouldn’t 
seek every opportunity to prove the 
unworkability of every suggestion 
we make, even if the facts they use 
to do so are wrong. If the co-enablers 
of their odious Boardwalk plan, As-
semblymen Cymbrowitz and Brook-
Krasny, were serious about repre-
senting what the majority of their 
constituents want with respect to the 
Boardwalk, they would have hon-
ored Assemblyman Cymbrowitz’s 
commitment to withdraw their fund-
ing for this project, they wouldn’t 
have reassured Parks at a private 
meeting they had with them that 
in fact they were not going to honor 
that commitment, and they wouldn’t 
have thus disrespected their constit-
uents by reneging on Assemblyman 
Cymbrowitz’s promise. 

Decency demands that they disen-
gage from their disrespectful month-
to-month, funding silliness, and 
withdraw the funds immediately. 
Only then can meaningful dialogue 
take place that results in a desirable 
plan. Rob Burstein

The writer is president of the Co-
ney-Brighton Boardwalk Alliance.

To the editor,
What a tangled web we weave 

when first we practice to deceive. 
This admonition should be tattooed 
on Assemblyman Steven Cymbrow-
itz’s forehead. First he gives millions 
of dollars in state funds to a Parks 
Department Boardwalk project. For 
years he says nothing at all regard-
ing the plan that he and Assembly-
man Brook-Krasny have funded. 
Throughout these years, the plan 
is discussed at many public meet-
ings and there are numerous press 
and broadcast media reports detail-
ing the community opposition to the 
plan. Assemblyman Brook-Krasny 
makes public statements in support 
of the plan, but not a whisper from 
Cymbrowitz. Shortly before the end 
of 2014 Cymbrowitz comes out of the 
woodwork and begins making bold 
pronouncements as to how he has 
been unaware of the plan on the ta-
ble, that he was “hoodwinked” by the 
Parks Department, that the funds 
that he had committed were to be 
used for normal Boardwalk repairs 
and not this unwanted makeover, 
and that he would rescind those 
funds once the year ran out and they 
needed to be renewed. A few weeks 
later he reverses himself and allows 
the funding to continue.

Now there appears to be an expla-
nation for this infuriating behavior. 
For years Cymbrowitz devoted an in-
ordinate amount of energy to cater 
to the wishes of his constituents in 
the Oceana complex. He has fought 
vigorously to have the placement of 
a bathroom on the beach changed 
because it offended the sensibilities 
of those from whom he seems to be-
lieves he owes his office to. Yet on the 
Boardwalk issue, something that af-
fects all of his constituents, he sells 
out. Those from the Oceana that at-
tended the recent Boardwalk rally 
to save it, were abuzz with the news 
that Cymbrowiz, at a secret meeting 
with the Parks Department at the end 
of last year, struck a deal: he doesn’t 
cut off their funds for the Boardwalk 
makeover to proceed and the site for 
the bathroom will be changed.

If Cymbrowitz thinks that the ma-
jority of us here in Brighton will ac-
cept his self-interested, double-deal-
ing behavior, he is mistaken. He may 
get funding and other support from 
those he favors, but residents like 
myself will no longer vote for him, 
and will actively work to elect an 
assemblyman that does not dismiss 
and offend us with such despicable 
behavior and insulting non-explana-
tions.  Cindy Chalet

Brighton Beach

To the editor,
My family and I want to express 

our admiration and support for Sha-
vana Abruzzo (“A Britisher’s View). 

We love your newspaper, includ-
ing the articles and events that are 
covered. I especially enjoy reading 
24Seven. The real estate advertise-
ments can be helpful to people who 
need a place. Thanks. 
 Suzanne Vriel

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
Your article about a new store 

that sells adult items and drug hoo-
kah equipment could have been pub-
lished without the picture of the 
store and you did not have to publish 
the location (“Sex-ed on the street,” 
Feb. 5)

It seems that the reporter lists 
all the type of items the store sells. 
What’s wrong with you? I would 
like to understand what and where 
your thought process was when you 
placed this story. I’m scratching my 
head? Benson Chanowitz

Brooklyn

To the editor,
Reader Larry Penner wrote that 

Jimmy Carter is our worst president. 
He must have been sleeping during 
George W. Bush’s presidency. After 
he invaded Iraq, Al Qaeda’s faction 
there began and now is a major ter-
rorist center. The war accomplished 
nothing. Many young American men 
and women soldiers died for nothing. 
Thousands more were crippled phys-
ically and-or mentally. Millions of 
dollars were wasted on this pointless 
war. Jerome Frank

Coney Island

To the editor,
I’m the guy who told Babe Ruth 

to point to the stands before hitting 
a home run to that spot in the 1932 
World Series. I advised President 
John F. Kennedy to say “Ask not what 
your country can do for you” in his 
inaugural speech. I was on the moon 
waiting for John Glenn. I insisted 
to Martin Luther King, Jr., that he 
change “I have hope” to “I have a 
dream.” I’m the one who stoked the 
fire for Franklin Roosevelt’s chats. 
Who am I? I’m the lying newsman, 
Brian Williams. Jay Sonners

Coney Island

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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mericans spend $109 
billion a year on ille-
gal marijuana, cocaine, 

methamphetamine and her-
oin. Note the word “illegal.” 
Now that marijuana has be-
come legal in parts of the 
United States can we look for-
ward to that number going 
down?

The Transportation Safety 
Administration tells us about 
the $500,000 in loose change 
that was left behind at airport 
screening stations last year.   
How much did they not tell us 
about? Am I saying that mem-
bers of the Transportation 
Safety Administration are not 
honest? You betcha I am. While 
most of them are, we read sto-
ries about some who are not.  

An 18-acre estate in East 
Hampton has been sold for 
$145 million, setting a new re-
cord for the highest-priced 
residential sale in the United 
States. Who’s the buyer? No. 
Not me. My bid was a bit low.  
You might be thinking that 
New York is the most expen-
sive area in America to reside. 
Not on average: the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics tells us that 
while the national average cost 
for housing is about $16,887 a 
year, housing in the District 
of Columbia, at almost $29,000 
a year, is the most expensive 
place in the country to live. 

I do know about the home 
in California that is listed at 
$195 million, but at the time of 
this writing, that particular 
home has not yet been sold. 
I was considering sending in 
a bid — but to live in Califor-
nia? I don’t think so. It’s just 
a matter of time before the 
San Andreas Fault sends the 
Golden State into the Pacific 
Ocean. I’d probably do bet-
ter buying some cheap desert 
land in Nevada. When that 
tragedy happens I’ll become 
a billionaire owning some 
wonderful beachfront. 

“The Lion King” broke the 
record held by the “Phantom 
of the Opera.” The Disney hit 
is now the top theater ticket 
of all time. The stage musical 
version of the 1994 flick has 
earned $6.2 billion in global 
sales since its debut on Broad-
way in 1997, passing the Phan-
tom’s $6-billion mark. My 
roommate and I saw the show 
when it opened on Broadway, 
again in Tampa a few years 
ago, and we have plans to see 
a road company again this 
winter. Yes, it is that good.

According to the Cen-

ter for Responsive Politics, 
a whopping $4 billion was 
spent on the recent congres-
sional campaigns, making it 
the most expensive midterms 
ever. The “Rejection Elec-
tion” is also known as the 
“Money Midterms.” Did you 
get the results you wanted?  

I just found this in a popu-
lar weekly magazine: 49 per-
cent of Americans say they 
carry $20 or less in their wal-
lets every day, and nine per-
cent don’t carry cash at all. 
According to a poll of 3,200 
drivers, the average driver 
has about $22 in change in his 
car. Thank you for telling us. 
We can probably look forward 
to more automobile break-ins.

Actor William Devane, in 
a television commercial that 
I’ve seen at least two dozen 
times, tells us that the debt 
of the United States increases 
by $500 million a day. Will 
this great country ever be 
able to crawl out from under 
this debt? In our lifetime?

Fifty-four percent of all 
grocery shoppers in the 
United States do their buy-
ing at the local supermarket. 
According to the Food Mar-
keting Institute, the average 
American household spent 
$102.90 there every week.  
That was the number for the 
year before last. 

Disgraced Internal Rev-
enue Service director Lois 
Lerner told a lie, took the 
fifth, “lost” the important 
e-mails, and is looking for-
ward to a pension of $100,000 
a year for the rest of her life. 
I am StanGershbein@Bell-
south.net telling you that my 
friends from both sides of the 
aisle are ticked off at this.

emo to the 
I s l a m i c 
S t a t e : 

Dear swine, just 
a heads-up that 
we won’t be using 
brute force and 
ground troops 
when we come to get you, and 
the whole shebang should 
only take three years, giving 
you plenty of time to plot and 
scheme against us. Okeydoke?

President Obama’s plan 
for Congress to formally rub-
berstamp his ho-hum sorties 
against the Islamic State an-
nounces to our sworn enemies 
what we will and will not do 
to defeat them — duh? — in a 
military strategy as batty as 
when British colonials rubbed 
lard on their rifles to hasten 
reloading, causing their Mus-
lim and Hindu troops to re-
volt because one lot hated pigs 
while the other idolized cows.

Islamo-nuts have executed 
four Americans since August, 
but the brutal murders of 
journalists James Foley and 

Steven Sotloff, and humani-
tarian workers Peter Kassig 
and Kayla Jean Mueller, re-
main unavenged because our 
commander-in-chief is a “lim-
ited” president.

-
quest to lawmakers to autho-
rize military force against 
radical Islamists he does not 
deign to name uses the soapy 
word from the onset, and out-
lines a curbed intervention 
with an exit date to accommo-
date our sworn enemies.

the get-go, limiting American 
might and right in his first 
public speech as an apologetic 
president to his beloved Mus-
lim world. 

of limits — who can forget his 

mad rush not to 
finger the Mus-
lim mob that 
fired rockets and 
grenades on the 
American em-
bassy in Libya 
that killed our 

ambassador and three other 
Americans? 

-
action of his flacks last week 
when they denied that U.S. 
Marines rushed to flee Yemen 
aboard a civilian flight, after 
Iran-based rebels kicked them 
out and forced them to destroy 
their weapons with sledge 
hammers in another Ameri-
can humiliation on his watch.

Yet the president has not 
limited his growing blunders. 
His “profound sadness” for 
beheaded Americans, in be-
tween taking untoward self-
ies, is insulting to their heart-
broken families, and clearly 
shows his limited desire to get 
the bastards who killed them.

Follow me on Twitter @
BritShavana

aw eggs leads to longev-
ity. Well I’ll be damned. 

The Daily News ran 
a story about Europe’s oldest 
living person, who at 115 years 
young attributes this remark-
able feat to eating raw eggs ev-
ery day and remaining single 
for most of her life. 

Who knew? 
Italian Emma Morano 

lives alone and explained that 
she has been eating three raw 
eggs every day ever since a 
doctor told her in 1910 that it 
would help with her anemia. 

“And it continues to keep 
me healthy now,” she said. 

Another contributing fac-
tor she said is to be single. 
She was briefly married but it 
ended in 1938. 

“I have had many opportu-
nities to pair off, but I prefer 
to live alone, I didn’t want to 
be dominated by anyone,” she 
concluded. 

And here I am thinking all 
along that the secret to a long 
life was low-fat, low-carb and 
“Fifty Shades of Grey.”

Boy, am I far off the beaten 
path.

Here is Emma wolfing 
down her eggs, eating ground 
meat, pasta, and bananas, and 
is doing just find and dandy all 
by her lonesome, if you please.

Up till this very minute all 
the reports I have ever read 

instructed you to stay away 
from raw eggs, they have sal-
monella; don’t eat animal pro-
tein, it shortens your life, stay 
away from pasta, it causes 
high triglyceride levels, and 
never, under any circum-
stances, eat a banana — it 
is one of the worst foods for 
weight loss. 

How could these nutrition-
ist gurus be so far off? Here 
is Emma Morano, proof posi-
tive that just the opposite is 
what is keeping her hale and 
healthy living la vita solo 
without a worry in the world. 
Just SMH. 

On another note, did every-

one see the 40th Anniversary 
special on “Saturday Night 
Live?” For those of you that 
didn’t and are still waiting to 
see it on your DVR, read no 
further. 

For those that did, I ask 
you, what happened with Ed-
die Murphy? He hadn’t been 
on the show for 30 years and 
the best the producers, writers 
and Eddie himself could come 
up with was a babble on how 
it was like his high-school re-
union and it was great, blah, 
blah, blah then cut to a com-
mercial? The least the produc-
ers could have done was run a 
montage of some of his great-
est skits rolling behind him. 
In the immortal words of John 
Belushi, “But noooooooooo!” 
Just an inane soliloquy. 

I stayed up and watched 
the exceedingly long spectac-
ular hoping just for an Eddie 
Murphy moment and all I got 
was an Eddie Murphy nano-
second.

Not for Nuthin™, but from 
now on I’m taking my cues 
from Emma Morano. Forget 
about those nutritionists and 
their advice, and hopefully 
I’ll make it another 40 years 
so I can catch the 80th SNL re-
union and get to see the Eddie 
skits that were left out.

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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’m madder than the Heat 
Miser from those old Santa 
Claus movies when his bar-

ber sued him for burning his 
hands over the fact that this 
winter has been the worst on 
record since I started keeping 
track shortly after my sainted 
mother brought me into this 
world kicking and screaming 
— which is how I intend to go 
out!

Look, you all know the 
ol’Screecher has been a big 
fan of global warming since I 
heard I could spend my week-
ends spraying my “Aqua-Net” 
into the atmosphere to raise 
the temperature in February 
enough degrees to keep me 
warm, only to later learn that 
all I was doing was making 
the air smell great.

So it should come as no sur-
prise to you that each summer 
when it’s too hot and I con-
sider taking this here global 
warming seriously, the winter 
comes and I’m stuck freezing 
on the street while once again 
waiting for the Access-A-Ride 
to pick me up when it was sup-
posed to — instead of an hour 
and a half after that!

And then, when it finally 
comes, I get stuck inside freez-
ing and starving because the 
knucklehead driver decides 
to take me on a four-hour 
tour of Staten Island from end 
to end instead of getting me 
home in time for dinner with 
my lovely wife Sharon!

It is no wonder I consider 
this the worst winter ever.

Of course, I blame Vice-

President Al Gore for all of 
this for promising years ago 
that the earth was in fact get-
ting warmer — and then not 
delivering on that promise! Is 
Bensonhurst not part of this 
“globe?”

And here I am shivering 
as I type because of it, and be-
cause of the fact that Old Man 
Winter has done a number on 
the boiler at the great Harway 
Terrace, and the heat for me 
and 2,000 others ain’t coming 
up!

Speaking of worst things 
ever, remember that time me 
and a few of my Brooklyn pals 
headed down to Washington 
to listen to then-Vice-Presi-
dent Gore speak about some-
thing I couldn’t hear because 
my stomach was rumbling so 
much because the cheapskate 
didn’t buy us breakfast! We 
didn’t even get a lousy cup of 
coffee after 200 constituents 
drove 200 miles to hear him 
speak. Don’t believe me? Just 
ask Jack Spatola. He’ll tell 
you. It’s all true!

And you know when you 
can tell a politician is lying? 
When he is moving his lips! 

Or her lips if that be the case.
Thankfully, during these 

cold times, there is one sure-
fire way to keep you blood 
pumping — my free ball-
room dance lessons! And 
even though my lessons were 
canceled by Presidential De-
cree during President’s Week 
when schools are rightfully 
closed, no bad weather can 
stop my dance students from 
braving the elements in or-
der to learn to cha cha cha! 
My freezing dozen took a cue 
from the Post Office motto, 
and neither rain nor snow 
nor dead of winter stays these 
dirty dancers from learning 
their appointed rounds! It’s 
too bad Access-A-Ride can’t 
be as devoted to its riders!

Sorry I digressed so much 
— in taking you for a tour 
of the world, I almost forgot 
about the 2,000 people freez-
ing during this worst winter 
ever. If you recall the freez-
ing bitter cold, you knew that 
whatever city services were 
functioning weren’t readily 
available. I learned from the 
Zenith in the living room that 
the citywide and Northeast-

wide blizzards made each me-
teorologists working inside 
the studio the happiest camp-
ers you ever wanted to see. 
Meanwhile, their counter-
parts outside had to be pitied 
— no matter how much money 
they accrued. The question is, 
was the frostbite worth it? 

That brings us to the last, 
most exciting part of the col-
umn, when I once again an-
nounce for the first time 
BWECC!’s 54th Annual 
Award’s dinner, which some 
these days are calling the 
2015 Carmine Awards (eat 
your heart out, Oscar!).

Those of you wishing to 
join us at the gala will see 
some of my dance students 
tripping the light fantastic — 
another reason to go! 

So if you want to come, e-
mail bwecc@aol.com for info 
and reservations. 

And as Katherine Murray 
used to say during the 1950s, if 
you want to have a little fun in 
your life, try dancing. The les-
sons are free — all I require is 
that you can count to eight.

You can do that, right?
Screech at you next week!

BIG
SCREECHER
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By Trupti Rami

He is a modern late Renaissance 
man. 

Williamsburg artist Kehinde 
Wiley has made a name for himself cre-
ating large-scale portraiture, particu-
larly those featuring young black men 
— and, more recently, women — in 
Harlem, rendered in a vibrant 18th cen-
tury rococo style. Now, the Brooklyn 
Museum will celebrate these and other 
works by the artist with a new exhibi-
tion, opening Feb. 20. A museum cura-
tor said she first invited Wiley to exhibit 
at the museum three years ago, and the 

show — dubbed “A New Republic” — 
has been in the works ever since.

“You’ll see his response in the exhi-
bition — he went all out,” said curator 
Eugenie Tsai.

Wiley’s work is characterized by 
dense patterns, dialed up colors, and a 
juxtaposition of modern subjects with 
old world styling. Nearly 60 works 
will be shown, including a homage to 
Auguste Clesinger’s 1847 marble sculp-
ture “Femme piquee par un serpent” (or 
“Woman Bitten by a Snake”), a bronze 
bust of a man in a hoodie, and six 
stained-glass windows. The latter pieces 

are a particular highlight, Tsai said.
“The chapel with the stained glass 

panels definitely stands out,” she said. 
“You can spend a long time marveling 
over the deeply saturated colors and 
varied patterns and textures.”

Wiley is known for exploring race, 
power, politics, and stereotypes in his 
work. Visitors to “A New Republic” 
can expect to see selections from his 
ongoing “World Stage” series, which 
studies the lives of people in India, 
Sri Lanka, Israel, Jamaica, Nigeria, 
and other countries. An entire gallery 
will also be devoted to his portraits of 

women in a series titled “An Economy 
of Grace,” Tsai said.

“The Brooklyn Museum is commit-
ted to presenting the work of Brooklyn-
based artists, from the under-the-radar to 
those with name recognition,” said Tsai. 
“Wiley is an outstanding example of a 
Brooklyn-based artist who has achieved 
recognition both locally and globally.”

“Kehinde Wiley: A New Republic” 
at the Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. between Washington and Flatbush 
avenues in Prospect Heights, (718) 638–
5000, www.brook lynmu seum.org]. Feb. 
20–May 24. $16 suggested.

Brooklyn Museum celebrates Kehinde Wiley

Flower power: Kehinde Wiley’s portraits 
are characterized by dense patterns and 
dialed up colors. Photo by Jason Wyche

Portrait of 
an artist
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By Matthew Perlman

All the world is a stage — and so is 
this house.

A local theater troupe is gear-
ing up for a special run of Shakespeare’s 
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at a his-
toric Park Slope townhouse that was once 
a gathering place for stars of the stage. The 
performances will take place in the parlor, 
while the audience sits nearby at dinner 
tables chowing down and drinking up. But 
one of the play’s directors said the show is 
not your standard dinner theater.

“With dinner theater, it’s usually dark 
and you sit back and stuff your face while 
you’re trying to watch,” said Craig Bacon, 
artistic director of the New Place Players 
and co-director of the production, which 
will run Feb. 25–March 19. “With the lights 
on, we’re playing, and the audience is play-
ing. You’re definitely not sitting in the back 
of a theater falling asleep.”

The Prospect Park West residence, 
known as Casa Duse, is a character in and of 
itself. The house was once home to Martin 
Waldron, who was a godson of the famous 
Italian actress Eleonora Duse — described 
by Bacon as “the Meryl Streep of her day.”

Waldron was a huge fan of theater and 
opera, frequently entertaining visiting stars. 
The house, which was built in 1899, is cov-

ered with signed photographs from the likes 
of Laurence Olivier, Luciano Pavarotti, and 
Joan Sutherland. The wallpaper, furnish-
ings, and light fixtures all seem to be from 
an era long ago.

During the performance of the Bard’s 
lively comedy, the actors will move around 
the tables, leave the room to go “off-stage,” 
and occasionally interact with the audience. 
But, mercifully, the play is not audience 
interactive, Bacon said.

“Bottom will occasionally play with the 
audience,” he said. “He’ll steal a sip of wine 
once in a while. There’s no fourth wall, but 
we don’t abuse that fact.”

Actors will also make use of pup-
pets and elaborate costumes studded with 
lights. And music will be provided by the 
fairies, who will sing with an accompany-
ing guitar and recorded electronic music. 
The songs are based on the famous Felix 
Mendelssohn compositions for the play, 
but with a modern twist, the show’s musi-
cal director said.

“A lot of the music is Mendelssohn’s 
orignial, but all re-arranged,” said Flavio 
Gaete. “It’s a wilder electronic version.”

The dinner served to the audience depends 
on the day — half the shows will feature a 
five-course meal with Shakespearean under-
tones prepared by chef Zachary O’Neil. The 

other shows, which cost less, will have a 
pasta dinner with beer and wine.

Bacon said the cosy setup, which only 
seats 22 guests, is reminiscent of Shakespeare 
performing at the Inns of Court, or at the 
home of a noble.

“We’re creating a contemporary 
Elizabethan feast in a way, but on a smaller 
scale,” he said. “For both the actors and the 
audience, there’s a real intimacy.”

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at Casa 
Duse [16 Prospect Park West between 
Carroll and President streets in Park Slope, 
(646) 266–2762, www.newplaceplayersnyc.
com]. Feb. 25, March 4, March 11, and March 
18 at 6:30 pm. $75. Feb. 26, March 5, March 
12, and March 19 at 6:30 pm. $125.

By Sarah Iannone

They’re putting Brooklyn on 
the map — and maps on 
Brooklyn.

A Prospect Heights artist has 
made a giant map of the bor-
ough out of litter she collected on 

Brooklyn streets. But the creator 
said she is not trying to trash Kings 
County — she wants to inspire 
viewers to take a closer look at 
Brooklyn’s streets, as she did.

“My hopes are that observ-
ers find inspiration to explore 
both the land we share and our 
relationships to it,” said Jennifer 
Maravillas.  

Maravillas’s piece will be 
on display as part of “Mapping 
Brooklyn,” a new exhibition 
running across Bric House in 
Fort Greene and the Brooklyn 
Historical Society in Brooklyn 
Heights from Feb. 26.

The artist said she spent three 
years collecting enough trash 
for her 10-by-10 foot piece. The 
most common items she picked 
up were phone cards, shopping 
lists, religious texts and flyers, 
metro cards, parking meter slips, 
menus, and advertisements. But 
Maravillas said she avoided col-
lecting too many versions of the 
same item, searching instead for 

distinct debris that represented the 
unique block it was plucked from. 

“The very best moments of my 
process were when I found perfect 
pieces of trash — something that 
showed the culture of a place, the 
vernacular of a neighborhood,” 
she said. 

“Mapping Brooklyn” will also 
feature cartographic creations 
from 17 other artists — includ-
ing photography, drawings, sculp-
tures, and interactive projects — 
displayed alongside actual maps 
from the Brooklyn Historical 
Society’s archival collection. 
These maps can tell us a lot more 
about the borough than just how 
to get to the subway, a representa-
tive from the Brooklyn Historical 
Society said.

“The maps have all sorts of 
implications or historical attitudes 
and assumptions about the world,” 
said Deborah Shwartz, president of 
the Brooklyn Historical Society.

Maravillas’s piece focuses on 
Brooklyn as a whole, but other 

participating artists were even 
more hyper-local in focus, honing 
in on a single neighborhood or an 
aspect of a neighborhood. One 
piece is a fusion of drawing and 
cartography that creates a poetic 
story exploring the history hidden 
in the area surrounding Prospect 
Park, while another explores the 
history of graffiti in Bushwick, 
said Elizabeth Ferrer, Bric’s cura-
tor of contemporary art. 

Less local but no less impres-
sive, the show will also host art-
ist Joyce Kozloff’s 2000 work 

“Targets,” a nine-foot walk-in 
globe painted with aerial maps of 
areas around the world that have 
been bombed by the US military.

“Mapping Brooklyn” at Bric 
House [647 Fulton St. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 855-
7882, www.bricartsmedia.org]. 
Opening reception Feb. 25 at 7 pm. 
Free. Through May 3. And at the 
Brooklyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222–4111, 
www.brooklynhistory.org]. Feb. 
26–Sept. 6.

Troupe performs Shakespeare 
in historic Park Slope townhouse

On the map— literaly: Jennifer Maravillas sits on her giant map of Brooklyn, which 
she created out of litter collected around the borough. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

A historic comedy: (Above) Flavio Gaete, Emilio 
Paul Tirado, and John Wahl rehearse for “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. (Right) Casa Duse is 
filled with mementos from its famous visitors. 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

PLAY HOUSE 

Trash walking
P’Heights artist creates map of Brooklyn out of litter

Global perspective: Joyce Kozloff’s 
“Targets” is a nine-foot walk-in globe 
featuring maps of areas bombed by the 
US military. Joyce Kozloff
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 DINER & RESTAURANT
1619 718-331-2221

 

RATED #1 DINER IN BROOKLYN
BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING
ON PREMISES
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)

Some Samples From Our Menu:
‘PPA CUMINCIARI / APPS

LE ZUPPE
ZUCCA LISCIA

N’ZALATE / SALAD
N’ZALATA DI BARBABIETOLE

MACCARUNA / PASTA

I SECUNNI / ENTREES

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 

FRI, FEB. 20

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
KIDS WEEK: Kids participate 

in nature-related activi-
ties with the rangers. Free. 
1 pm. Salt Marsh Nature 
Center [3302 Avenue 
U in Marine Park, (718) 
421–2021]. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BROOKLYN CHAM-

BER MUSIC SOCIETY: 
Free. 8 pm. First Unitarian 
Congregational Soci-
ety (116 Pierrepont St. at 
Monroe Place in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.brooklyn-
chambermusicsociety.org. 

MUSIC, THE BLACK CATS, 
THE LORD CALVERTS: 
Free. 10 pm. Beast of 
Bourbon [710 Myrtle 
Ave. between Spencer 
and Walworth streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (347) 
789–9901], www.beastof-
bourbonbk.com. 

THEATER, “FOOLS”: The 
Heights Players presents 
Neil Simon’s comedy set a 
long time ago in a remote 
Russian village. $20. 8:00 
pm. Heights Players [26 
Willow Pl. between Jora-
lemon and State streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
237–2752], www.height-
splayers.org. 

THEATER, “THE PAJAMA 
GAME”: Performed by the 
Brooklyn Players Commu-
nity Musical Theatre. $25 
at the door. 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Music School Playhouse 
[126 St. Felix St. between 
Lafayette Avenue and Han-
son Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 638–5660], brooklyn-
musicschool.org. 

OTHER
ART, “STATIONS OF THE 

CROSS” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: Fourteen 
Brooklyn artists exhibit 
their interpretations of 
the Stations of the Cross. 
Free. 7 pm. The Episco-
pal Church of St. Luke and 
St. Matthew [520 Clinton 
Avenue between Fulton 
St. and Atlantic Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (347) 
515–4044]. 

READING IS FUNDAMEN-
TAL: Kids receive a free 
book when they sign up, 
on their birthday, and 
every third week if they 
checkout two books per 
week. Free. 2 pm. Ger-
ritsen Beach Public Library 
[2808 Gerritsen Ave. be-
tween Bartlett Place and 
Gotham Avenue in Ger-
ritsen Beach, (718) 368–
1435], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

TWEEN TEEN TECH TIME: 
Tweens and teens enjoy 
books, Nintendo and Play-
station videogames, and 
music, while participating 
in Reading is Fundamental. 
Free. 3:30–5 pm. Sunset 
Park Public Library [5108 
Fourth Ave. at 51st Street 
in Sunset Park, (718) 965–
6533], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

SAT, FEB. 21

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TALK, INTRO TO BIRD 

WATCHING: Take a tour 
and learn about the 250 
species of birds that call 
Prospect Park home with 
Brooklyn Bird Club. Free. 
Noon–1 pm. Prospect Park 

Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, CHINESE NEW 

YEAR CELEBRATION: 
Chinese Theatre Works 
performs segments from 
traditional dances, includ-
ing the fan dance from 
“The Peony Pavilion” and a 
double sword dance. Free. 
1–2 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230–2100], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

MUSIC, GRACE DRUMS: This 
performance introduces 
children to African percus-
sion instruments, music 
and vocals from African 
and Caribbean cultures. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 1 and 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

MUSIC, MOON BOOTS, 
JONAS RATHSMAN, PER-
SEUS, ISAAC TICHAUER: 
$20–$30. 11 pm. Verboten 
[54 N. 11th St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues 
in Williamsburg, (347) 
223–4732], www.verboten-
newyork.com. 

OTHER
SUNSET PARK LUNAR NEW 

YEAR CELEBRATION: 
Featuring Chinese folk 
performances, martial arts 
demonstrations, games for 
children, give-aways, and 
a lion dance. Free. Noon–3 
pm. Sunset Park Recre-
ation Center [43rd Street 
at Seventh Avenue in Sun-
set Park, (718) 972–0567]. 

LUNAR NEW YEAR: Featur-
ing a lion dance, martial 
arts performances, a tra-
ditional costume contest, 
games, raffl es, and more. 
Free. 11 am–2:30 pm. PS 
310 (942 62nd St. between 
Ninth Avenue and Fort 
Hamilton Parkway in Sun-
set Park), www.cpc-nyc.
org.

LUNAR NEW YEAR: Cel-
ebrate the Year of the 
Sheep with the sheep at 
the zoo, plus activities and 
a puppet show. Free with 
admission to the zoo. 11 
am–4 pm. Prospect Park 
Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. at 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 399–7339], 
www.prospectparkzoo.
com. 

ART, “MAKING ‘THE 
DANCE’”: A youth and 
family workshop celebrat-
ing visual artist and for-
mer Fort Greene resident 
Emilio Cruz. Participants 
will reinterpret Cruz’s 1962 
painting “The Dance” by 

Lion around: Ring in the Year of the Sheep with the big parade 
in Sunset Park on Feb. 22. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Continued on page 45
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Word’s pick: “Curvism” by Will Hubbard
There must be more to poetry than 

the line break, which is not to argue 
that the work of poetry is somehow 
an “essence” rather than a formal 
— or at least developed — state-
ment, be it musically inflected or 
not. Or, as Ezra Pound cautioned, 
“Don’t think any intelligent person 
is going to be deceived when you 
try to shirk all the difficulties of 
the unspeakably difficult art of good prose by chop-
ping your composition into line lengths.” Will Hubbard’s prose 
forms in “Cursivism” could be broken apart 100 different ways 
and still maintain their verve and stability. The writing here 
has the levity of a sixth-story apartment, and all the implicit 
heft of what could fall out from the window there, like a child-
hood memory of a frozen shrub, adolescent clippings from a 
lingerie magazine, or a poisonous lobster from Lorca. There 
are no singing histrionics in this book; the effect is more of the 
memory of singing.

— Jaye Bartell, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“First Year Healthy” by Michael Deforge

In Michael Deforge’s latest book 
from independent comics publisher 
Drawn and Quarterly, our narrator 
attempts a return to normalcy after a 
mental episode which left her in the 
hospital. As the story quickly spins 
out of control, the characters as lost 
as the reader, the mythical cat of 
her dreams moves from haunting 
the background to being one of 
the only sources of security and 
stability. The colors and story 
combine to be overwhelming — in 
the best way — and every page deserves to be stud-
ied and reread. 

— Julian Elman, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Fancy” by Jeremy Davies

Of our American avant-gardists 
— our formalist adventurers, our lit-
erary wayfarers — Jeremy Davies’ 
work stands as the sharpest and, per-
haps, the strangest. Any attempts to 
describe his books invariably fall 
flat, and his new novel “Fancy” is no 
exception. But here goes: Rumrill, 
an elderly recluse, lays out a series 
of labyrinthine pet-sitting instruc-
tions to a young couple tasked 
with watching his numerous cats. 
Digression folds into digression, 
and soon we’re off pondering the 
terror of routine, the dizzying dimensions of loneli-
ness, the illustrious methods of “cat fancying.” Hilarious and 
perverse and formally dazzling, it bears repeating: this is the 
sharpest and strangest thing you’ll read all year. 

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh Ave. 
between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3075, www.commu nityb ookst ore.net].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Max Jaeger

These actors aren’t just look-
ing to break a leg — they 
might bust a few lips, too.

A theater troupe will put on 
three short plays about boxing 
inside a real boxing gym from Feb. 
20–March 8. The Vertigo Theater 
Company is staging the show as 
part of ongoing series of site-spe-
cific productions. The producers 
said they were looking for a loca-
tion to host — and play muse to — 
their latest night of original theater 
when Gleason’s Gym in Dumbo hit 
them over the head.

“We wanted somewhere where 
we could be inspired, where stories 
were oozing out of the walls,” said 
producer Tara Ricasa. “It is one of 
those places that is singular — we 
were like kids in a candy store 
when we walked in.”

Opened in 1937, Gleason’s is 
the oldest active boxing gym in 
the country, but it has also held 
its share of cultural events over 
the years — including dance per-
formances, art shows, and  classi-
cal music concerts , owner Bruce 
Silverglade said.

The “Bareknuckle” show will 
feature plays that deal with gen-
trification (“Lights Out”), mari-
tal battles (“Clinch”), and fight-
ing your inner demons (“The 
Sentinels”). The producers asked 
the three playwrights to draw on 
the historic training ground for 
inspiration, Ricasa said.

“We left the door wide open,” 
she said. “We said, ‘Here’s the 

deal, we’re doing this at a gym, so 
we encourage you to go to the gym, 
look at the photos, be inspired.’ ”

Gleason’s will hold an open 
house before Friday’s night opener, 
so people can meet boxers and 
take a swing at the heavy bag, 
Silverglade said.

“We want to get as many peo-
ple into the gym as possible that 
aren’t normally in a boxing gym, 
so they’re realize boxing is a bet-
ter sport than the myth out there,” 
he said.

A portion of the show’s pro-
ceeds will go to Silverglade’s char-
ity Give a Kid a Dream, which pro-
vides mentors for disadvantaged 
youth in boxing, Ricasa said.

And to further enhance the full 
fisticuffs experience, world champi-
on pugilists Keisher “Fire” McLeod-

Wells and Alicia Ashley will square 
off in an exhibition match before 
the plays, Ricasa said.

“That’s unscripted — that’s live 
right there in the ring,” she said.

More than a play, the production 
promises to be an experience for all 
sensory faculties, Ricasa said.

“It’s definitely going to engage 
every sense,” she said. “There are 
spackles of blood on the ring floor. 
The gym has a very distinct odor 
— and it depends on the day and 
who’s in there training.”

“Bareknuckle” at Gleason’s 
Gym (77 Front St. between Main 
and Washington streets in Dumbo, 
www.thelivingroomseries.org). 
Show runs Feb. 20–22, 27, 28, and 
March 1 and 6–8. Fridays and 
Saturday shows at 8 pm, Sundays 
at 7 pm. $18. 

By Max Jaeger

The weather man is calling 
for another cold one, but 
Bay Ridge is hotter than 

a radiator in a pair of long johns 
thanks to all the great music hap-
pening this weekend.

Start your weekend off glided 
in ivory. Two key-tinklers will 
duke it out during a dueling pia-
nos bout at Red, White, and 
Brew (8910 Fifth Ave. between 
89th and 90th streets) on Friday 
night. The the piano wire starts 
flying at 9 pm.

If the barrage of cold weather 
has you down on Saturday, don 
your Stetson hat and scoot your 
boots to the Leif Bar (6725 Fifth 
Ave. between 67th and Senator 
streets), where southern rockers 
Head and South will pump out the 
country-tinged rock tunes starting 
at 9:30 pm.

If you’re looking for a sound that 
matches the weather, don’t think 
twice — catch lounge-noir act 
the Impulsions at Kelly’s Tavern 
(9259 Fourth Ave. between 92nd 
and 93rd streets) at 10:30 pm. The 

quintet mixes classic pop and soul 
with a shot of smoky vocals that 
will warm you up without melting 
your icy vibe.

And if you just need to get the 
lead out, pray you make it to the 
Wicked Monk (9510 Fifth Ave. 
between 95th and 96th streets) by 
11 pm, because Staten Island gui-
tar-slingers Screaming Broccoli 
are busting heads at the religious-
themed house of vice.

Then on Sunday, let some bal-
ladeers bring you back to earth for 
the week ahead. Six-string acous-
tic songster Max Christopher 
takes the stage at Schnitzel Haus 
(7319 Fifth Ave. between 73rd and 
74th streets) at 4 pm. 

Or, head over to Greenhouse 
Cafe (7717 Third Ave. between 
77th and 78th streets) to catch 
Tony Travis and Friends play the 
hits — also at 4 pm.

Gym hosts short plays about the sweet science

Tag team: “Bareknuckle” producers Tara Ricasa, Pia Scala-Zankel, Alexandra 
Renzo, and Nicol Moeller are ready to rumble. Ted Alcorn

BOXER SHORTS

Warm up with hot tunes in Bay Ridge

an
ue 
w 
l 

d prose by chop

ook 
her 
tor 
r a 
he 
ns 
t

f

n
b d

dists
lit-

ies’ 
er-
to 

all
o
, 

e 
i f l li



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 20-26, 2015 45  24-7

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, FEB. 20
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SAT, FEB. 21
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SUN, FEB. 22
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

TUE, FEB. 24
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

WED, FEB. 25
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

THUR, FEB. 26
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 10:30 am 
and 7 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 19.

FRI, FEB. 27
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

SAT, FEB. 28
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SUN, MARCH 1
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

MON, MARCH 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. GOLDEN 
STATE WARRIORS: 
$40–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, MARCH 4
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. CHARLOTTE 
HORNETS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

THUR, MARCH 5
MUSIC, CHARLIE WIL-

SON, KEM AND JOE: 
$57.50–$153. 7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PHOENIX 
SUNS: $20–$3,000. 8 
pm.

SAT, MARCH 7
SPORTS, WWE LIVE 

ROAD TO WRESTLE-
MANIA: $25.50–
$120.50. 7:30 pm.

SUN, MARCH 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS.UTAH JAZZ: 
$20–$3,000. 6 pm.

TUE, MARCH 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS.NEW OR-
LEANS PELICANS: 
$20–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, MARCH 11
SPORTS, 2015 ATLAN-

TIC 10 BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP: First 
round, session one. $24. 
6:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Clowning around: Traditional and modern circus stunts come 
together at Circus Xtreme, at Barclays Center Feb. 19–March 
1. Feld Entertainment

creating their own abstract 
artworks. Free. 3–5 pm. 
Ingersoll Community Cen-
ter [177 Myrtle Avenue at 
Prince St. in Fort Greene, 
(718) 855–2923]. 

SUN, FEB. 22

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
GREEN-WOOD HISTORICAL 

TROLLEY TOUR: Trolley 
tours of the historic 478 
acres in the Green-Wood 
Cemetery. Tours include 
Battle Hill, historic chapel, 
Green-Wood’s hidden 
gems, tales about the 
cemetery’s residents, and 
views of Manhattan. $15. 
1 pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

THE NIGHT SKY: Learn all 
about the folklore and his-
tory of our solar system. 
Free. 7 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

OTHER
SUNSET PARK LUNAR NEW 

YEAR PARADE: Featuring 
performances, lion danc-
ers, and fi recrackers. Free. 
Noon. [Eighth Avenue and 
50th Street in Sunset Park].

FASTELAVN DANISH MARDI 
GRAS: Dress in costume, 
hit the barrel, eat Danish 
food, and taste special 
cream buns for dessert 
in this celebration of the 
Danish tradition. $35 for 
adults; $15 for children. 
2–6 pm. Danish Athletic 
Club [735 65th St. between 
Seventh and Eighth av-
enues in Bay Ridge, (718) 
748–5950]. 

MON, FEB. 23

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, HAPPY HOUR WITH 

THE THREE GENTLEMEN: 
Free. 5 pm. Hill Country 
Barbecue [345 Adams St. 
at Willoughby Street, (718) 
885–4608], www.hillcoun-
trybk.com. 

OTHER
TALK, TWO TRUTHS AND A 

LIE PRESENTS VACATION 
ALL I EVER WANTED: A 
live storytelling event that 
blends fi ction, memoir, 
and the art of storytelling 
with duplicity, conceit, and 
intrigue. $5. 8 pm. Cameo 
Gallery [93 N. Sixth St. 
between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–1180], 
www.cameony.net. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN 
SHOW: Comedian Mehran 
Khaghani hosts a weekly 
comedy show, with celeb-
rity and comedian guests 
joining him on stage. $10 
($8 in advance). 9 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.

Continued from page 43 unionhallny.com. 

TUES, FEB. 24

OTHER
TODDLER TUESDAY ICE 

SKATING: An hour of in-
structor led skating, ice 
skate rentals and helmet 
rental plus snacks of chil-

dren 2–5 years. $15 (one 
child and one adult). 9:30 
am–noon. LeFrak Center 
at Lakeside [171 East Dr. at 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 462–0010], 
www.lakesidebrooklyn.
com. 

PAT KIERNAN’S SECOND 
ANNUAL RED CARPET 
TRIVIA NIGHT: NY1 an-
chor Pat Kiernan hosts 
a night of trivia on pop 
culture’s greatest award 
winners, from movies, TV 
shows, music, Broadway, 
literature and more. $26. 
7 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

READING, ROBERT CHRIST-
GAU: Music critic Robert 
Christgrau talks about 
his memoir “Going Into 
the City,” a love letter to 
rock music and Manhat-
tan. Free. 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

COMEDY, “THE FANCY 
SHOW”: Producers Mi-
chael Joyce, Langston Ker-
man, Lane Pieschel, Sim-
mons McDavid, and Jenny 
Zigrino share the stage 
with local talent. Free. 8 
pm. Bar Reis [375 Fifth Ave. 
between Fifth and Sixth 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
974–2412]. 

WED, FEB. 25

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, “VOICES OF 

BROOKLYN”: Hear 
the stories and sounds 
of South Williamsburg 
through local storytell-
ers, Brooklyn musicians, 

Not extinct: Indie rock duo the Dodos plays the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg on Feb. 27.

and interactive art. $15. 
6:30 pm. St. Paul’s Church 
[334 S. 5th St. between 
Rodney and Keaps streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–0404], www.parable-
snyc.org. 

OTHER
BRIDAL EXPO: Vendors, 

fashions, and trends. Free. 
6:30–9 pm. Sirico’s Cater-
ers [8015 13th Ave. at 80th 
Street in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 317–9701]. 

TALK, TOLD IT FIRST HAND 
— CONVERSATIONS 
WITH HIP-HOP’S DO-ERS: 
Brooklyn Bodega’s Wes 
Jackson sits down with 
Albert Johnson, author of 

“K’wan,” and Johnny Tem-
ple of Akashic Books to 
talk about hip-hop in the 
literary world. $10. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, THE BIG TERRIFIC 
COMEDY SHOW: Standup 
comedy, hosted by Max 
Silvestri. Free. 8 pm. 
Cameo Gallery [93 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–1180], 
www.cameony.net. 

THURS, FEB. 26

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, THE SOUL REBELS: 

$17. 6 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

OTHER
FUNDRAISER, DISTRICT 20 

RECOGNITION AWARDS 
DINNER: Honoring dis-
trict 20’s art teachers. All 
proceeds go to various 
schools in district 20. $80. 
$80. Garguilo’s Restaurant 
[2911 W. 15th St. between 
Mermaid and Surf avenues 
in Coney Island, (718) 266–
4891], gargiulos-hub.com. 

READING, BABIES AND 
BOOKS WITH READ-
ING IS FUNDAMENTAL: 
Books, songs and rhymes 
for babies 0–18 months. 
Free. 10:30–11:30 am. 
Gerritsen Beach Public 
Library [2808 Gerritsen 
Ave. between Bartlett 
Place and Gotham Avenue 
in Gerritsen Beach, (718) 

368–1435], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

AFRICAN FASHION SHOW: 
Long Island University 
Brooklyn’s African Stu-
dent Association presents 
its annual fashion show, 
featuring traditional and 
modern African cloth-
ing. $5 ($3 with student 
ID). 7 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/kumbletheater. 

FRI, FEB. 27

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, THE DODOS, 

SPRINGTIME CARNI-
VORE: $22 ($20 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Music Hall 
of Williamsburg [66 N. 
Sixth St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 486–5400], 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com. 

THEATER, “OLD PAPER 
HOUSES”: Piehole The-
ater Collective presents 
an original performance 
piece which follows a 
group of wavering idealists 
searching for meaning and 
purpose in all the wrong 
places. $18. 8 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488–9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

OTHER
ART, “BOTANICAL REVOLU-

TION” OPENING RECEP-
TION: Artist Christina 
Kaplan constructs her own 
canvases out of Velcro, 
then uses man-made re-
cycled materials such as 
stockings and yarn to com-
bine abstract shapes and 
colors to capture the es-
sence of herbal remedies. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Remedies 
Herb Shop [453 Court St. 
between Fourth Place and 
Luquer Street in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 643–4372], 
www.remediesherbshop.
com. 

SAT, FEB. 28

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, CHINESE NEW 

YEAR CELEBRATION: 
Event includes lion danc-
ers, children’s activities, 
and music. Songs will be 
sung in Chinese, English, 
Spanish, and Russian. Free. 
1–4 pm. New Utrecht Pub-
lic Library [1743 86th St. 
between Bay 16th and Bay 
17th streets in Benson-
hurst, (718) 236–4076], 
www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

THEATER, TEATRE TRE: 
Sweden’s oldest clown 
troupe presents physical 
comedy created especially 
for younger audiences. 
$12. 10:30 am and 1:30 pm. 
BAM Fisher (321 Ashland 
Pl. between Hansen Place 
and Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.
org. 

THEATER, “HOT FEET”: The 
Paper Bag Players cele-
brates the 56th anniversary 
with a production of short 
plays including Happy 
Day. $12. 2 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 
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How can 155, 886 
households in 
Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specifi c 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with 
CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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BAY RIDGE

Happy Birthday to Rose Marci-

ante, formerly of Bay Ridge. The cen-
tenarian turned the magic age of 104 
years young on Feb. 12. Our Rose is 

currently living with her grandson 
Michael Marciante in Manhattan, 
but wants all her Brooklyn buds to 
know she is doing well and misses the 
old neighborhood. 

Standing O wishes Rose 100 more 
happy birthdays, and hopes to give her 
another shout-out next year when she 
turns 105!

PARK SLOPE

It’s perfection
Three cheers to Poly Prep senior 

Flora Gallina-Jones for acing her Ad-
vanced Placement with a perfect score 
on her Spanish Language and Culture 
exam. Standing O pal Flora credits her 
Spanish teacher Diana Chery with 
this stellar achievement. 

“She’s my Spanish-language mom 
and I absolutely have to thank her for 
her help guiding me toward this suc-
cess,” she said. “She has been an ex-
cellent teacher, motivator, and guide 
throughout my work with the lan-
guage.”

According to the College Board the 

Prospect Heights resident falls into a 
very “special-category,” as a result of 
being one of 91 students out of 135,341 
worldwide students to achieve the dis-
tinction.

Headmaster David B. Harman ex-
plained the reason for her success.

“Poly Prep sees a robust world lan-
guages curriculum as central to our 
mission to educate and inspire the 
next diverse generation of leaders and 
global citizens,” he said. “I am thrilled 
with Flora’s stellar performance, 
which refl ects her keen intelligence 
and hard work.”

Flora is headed for Stanford Univer-
sity in the fall, and Standing O wishes 
her luck and success.

Poly Prep Country Day School [9216 
Seventh Ave. at Poly Place in Dyker 
Heights; (718) 836–9800].

PARK SLOPE

Outreach to help
A great big thank you to the mem-

bers of the Church of Gethsamene 

for hosting its annual Criminal Jus-

tice Sunday special worship service. 
When the Criminal Justice Division of 
the Presbyterian Church was cut due 
to lack of funds, the Second Sunday 
of February was designated as Crimi-
nal Justice Sunday, and the Church of 
Gethsemane came to the rescue to con-
tinue the tradition. 

The service included liturgy, scrip-
ture, prayer, and a sermon relating to 
prison and re-entry ministry, as well 
as criminal justice reform and other 
issues relating to incarcerated men 
and women. 

Invited guests, parishioners, and 
members of Project Connect joined to-
gether and heard testimony from for-
mer incarcerated individuals, special 
speakers, and District Attorney Ken-

neth Thompson. 
This service is part of the Project 

Connect outreach initiative that has 
successfully advised incarcerated men 
and women for the past 20 years. 

Upon release Project Connect mem-
bers are welcomed into the Church of 
Gethsemane church family as active 
members. Many persons receive as-
sistance in fi nding referrals for hous-
ing, job training, social services, and 
programs that are of help during their 
transition period. The church collabo-
rates with other community organiza-
tions and churches that provide re-en-
try support.

Standing O says, “Thanks for your 
continued support in this critical pro-
gram.” 

The Church of Gethsemane [1012 
Eighth Ave. between 10th and 11th 
streets in Park Slope; (718) 499–6704].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

PROSPECT HEIGHTS 

Standing O is keeping the lights 
on and putting out the welcome mat 
for a new board of directors at the 
Brooklyn Community Founda-

tion: Deborah Archer, Genevieve 

Kahr, Harsha Marti, Gabriel 

Schwartz, Sarah Williams and 
John Wright. 

The new slate will be joining cur-
rent members Donald Elliot, Mal-

com MacKay, Reverend Emma 

Jordan Simpson, Michael Sher-

man, Robert Catell, Richard 

Moore, Constance Roosevelt, 

Alan Fishman, Rohit Desai, and 
Hildy Simmons.

Chairman Fishman is delighted 
to welcome them to the fold.

“I am thrilled to have such ac-
complished and passionate Brook-
lynites dedicate themselves to our 

mission and the future of our bor-
ough,” he said.

Standing O is too because Brook-
lyn needs more passionate and dedi-
cated citizens.

The foundation also welcomed 
new members to its growing staff: 
Russatta Buford, director of strat-
egy and operations; Sarah Shan-

non, director of philanthropy and 
donor services; Prachi Patankar, 
senior program associate, and An-

drew Weaver, administrative and 
programs.

You can meet all the members, 
new and old, at the group’s open 
house on March 4 where you can 
learn all about its mission and ini-
tiatives. 

Brooklyn Community Founda-
tion [1000 Dean St. #307, between 
Classon and Franklin avenues in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 480–7500].

GOWANUS

United and stronger
Let us unite and put our hands 

together for the Fifth Avenue 

Committee, the genius group be-
hind the Stronger Together ini-
tiative.

The program is a new partner-
ship developed by the award-win-
ing F.A.C., Brooklyn Workforce 

Innovations, Red Hook Initia-

tive, and Southwest Brooklyn 

Industrial Development Cor-

poration to reduce poverty by 
providing free job training and 
placement, adult education, and 
family support services, includ-
ing legal and fi nancial advice, 
benefi t counseling, and tax prep-
aration for public housing resi-
dents in Red Hook and Gowanus. 

More than 30 borough mov-
ers and shakers were present at 
the program’s launch last month, 
including Councilmen Carlos 

Menchaca, (D–Sunset Park), 
Stephen Levin (D–Boerum Hill), 
and Brad Lander (D–Gowanus), 
as well as program partners and 
participants.

Councilman Lander explained 
the importance of the initiative 
for community residents.

“Stronger Together stands 
poised to lift over 1,200 people out 
of poverty through new opportu-
nities in education, employment, 
and job placement,” he said. 

Standing O says, “Stay strong, 
stay united, stand together.”

The Fifth Avenue Committee 
Center for Community Develop-
ment [621 Degraw St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus (718) 237–2017].

Welcome — and save the date

104 bowers of flowers for Rose

NEW CROP OF LEADERS: Back row from left, Donald Elliot, Malcolm NacKay, Rev. 
Emma Jordan Simpson, John Wright, Michael Sherman, Robert Catell, Richard Moore. 
Front row from left, Constance Roosevelt, Genevieve Kahr, Alan Fishman, Sarah Wil-
liams, Harsha Marti, and Gabriel Schwartz.
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REARVIEW CAMERA
STANDARD

Auto, V6 3.5L, 4WD, SYNC System, Reverse Sensors
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. 

MSRP $30,245, VIN EBB26725. Includes $3,750 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

25 MPGup to
†

Lease 
for

per 
mo

*$149
New 2014 

FORD 
EDGE SE

Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, FWD, Bluetooth, Backup Camera, Cruise Control

Lease 
for

per 
mo

*

Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. 
MSRP $24,070, VIN FUA65879. Includes $1,750 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

30 MPGup to
†

$99
New 2015 

FORD 
ESCAPE S

LEASE A New 2015 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, Aluminum Wheels, Bluetooth
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, 
and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 
10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $24,835, VIN FR121988. 
Includes $2,000 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease 
Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. per month

$79

5 AVAILABLE ENGINES
TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS

37 MPG GAS**

41 MPG HYBRID***
up to

Auto, V6 3.5L, SYNC Voice System, Satellite Radio, 3rd Row Seating

*

Lease based on 24 mos w/$3,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter.  
MSRP $34,085, VIN FGB21330. Includes $1,750 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

Lease 
for

per 
mo

23 MPGup to
†

$179
New 2015 

FORD 
EXPLORER 4WD

*

to

The Bay Ridge Ford
The Bay Ridge Ford

ELECTRIC POWER-
ASSISTED STEERING

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF MONUMENTAL SAVINGS ALL MONTH LONG!

KEEP MORE 
PRESIDENTS IN 
YOUR POCKET!

888-847-1024

612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

*Not all will qualify. Lessee may be responsible for excess wear and tear at lease end. 
See dealer for details. **2014 EPA estimate hwy for 1.5L 4 cyl EcoBoost engine. 
***2014 EPA estimate for 2.0L hybrid engine. †2014 EPA estimates. Actual mileage may vary.  
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Lease offers expire 2/28/15.
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• ‘All I did was come back, 
grab the basketball, and 
go to a park.’

• ‘This is the death 
of a legend here.’

BY MICHAEL RANDAZZO
With talk of one the best sea-
sons in program history swirl-
ing around the Pope Center, 
the St. Francis Brooklyn men’s 
basketball team continued to 
roll. 

The Terriers shrugged off 
a poor start and rallied from 
a four-point halftime defi cit to 
beat visiting Sacred Heart 71–
62 last Saturday afternoon. Ju-
nior forward Chris Hooper (16 
points) and senior point guard 
Brent Jones (15 points) ignited 
the big second half.

St. Francis (18–9, 12–2) has 
now won six straight and 15 
of its last 17 games. It leads 
the Northeast Conference by 
three games with four regular 
season contests remaining. 
One of the Terriers’ biggest 
challenges has been manag-
ing expectations in a season 
that by some measures is the 
program’s most successful 
ever.

The Terriers’ is off to its 
best start since 1998–99 when 
Ron Ganulin — now an as-
sistant on coach Glenn Brai-
ca’s staff — led St. Francis to 
a 16–4 conference record and 
20–8 overall. Hopes are now 
high for a program that has 
never won a conference title 
or qualifi ed for an NCAA tour-
nament.

“It’s hard to grind it out ev-
ery night, but you learn a lot 
about yourself when things 
don’t go well, and it didn’t go 
well for us in the fi rst half,” 
said Terriers head coach Bra-
ica. “But we’ve got good guys. 
We talked about it at halftime 
and they responded.”

Sacred Heart (12–15, 6–8) 
came to Brooklyn Heights on 
a three-game winning streak, 
including an overtime win 
over Bryant, the conference’s 
second-place team. The Pio-
neers took a 35–31 lead into 
intermission on the strength 
of freshman Cane Broome’s 
12 points, including fi ve dur-
ing a Pioneer 14–1 run that 

helped give Sacred Heart a 35–
27 lead. 

Braica challenged his play-
ers in the locker room to re-
member how they achieved 
the success they’ve enjoyed 
this season, and his team re-
sponded — led by Jones’s sec-
ond-half explosion, a tena-
cious defense that held Sacred 
Heart to 27 second-half points, 
and unexpected contributions 
from Hooper. Hooper scored 
his 16 points on seven of 10 
shooting.

His contributions were im-
portant on a night where Jalen 
Cannon, who was the focus of 
the Sacred Heart defense, was 
held to seven points. All the 

attention paid to the Terri-
ers’ star gave Hooper plenty of 
room to operate underneath at 
both ends of the fl oor. In addi-
tion to his career-high offen-
sive output, the 6-foot-6 for-
ward blocked three shots, all 
in the second half.

“When one person isn’t go-
ing well we’ve just got to pick 
him up,” Hooper said. “Jalen 
had his hot streak, Brent had 
his streak, but when it doesn’t 
go their way, that’s when we 
step in.”

Sacred Heart coach An-
thony Latina, whose team has 
now squandered two big leads 
this season to St. Francis — 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
New York City has lost a 
coaching legend.

St. Francis Prep football 
coach Vince O’Connor died 
Saturday morning at his 
daughter’s home in Floral 
Park at the age of 85, accord-
ing to the school’s athletic di-
rector, Sal Fischetti.

“It’s awful,” Fischetti 
said. “This is the death of a 
legend here.”

O’Connor, a Park Slope 
native, just completed his 
62nd season coaching at the 
school, and his 61st as var-
sity coach. He won 341 games 
during his career — good 
enough for second place in 
New York State behind the 
364 by Howie Vogts of Beth-
page.

O’Connor had been gradu-
ally handing over the coach-
ing reins to assistant head 
coach Rich Carroll, who said 
O’Connor fi nally started cut-
ting back last season. He 
made all the games and about 
90 percent of practices, after 
rarely missing any in more 
than six decades at the helm. 

The storied coach’s health 
had declined sharply in the 
last two weeks, according 

to Fischetti. The news of his 
passing hit the St. Francis 
Prep community and foot-
ball family hard as it spread 
Saturday morning.

“I think one of the things 
that makes this a big issue is 
that he’s been there so long, 
nobody thought he’d not be 
there,” Carroll said.

O’Connor played his high 
school football at Manual 
Training, now Secondary 
Schools for Law, Journal-
ism and Research. He be-
gan coaching in 1953, when 
St. Francis Prep was on N. 
Sixth street in Brooklyn and 
Harry Truman was Presi-
dent of the United States. He 
was one of the founders of the 
Catholic High School Foot-
ball League. When he wasn’t 
coaching, O’Connor taught 
in numerous Brooklyn high 
schools, including Manual 
Training, George Westing-
house and Tilden. 

He won a record 16 Cath-
olic High School Football 
League titles, including 14 
at the highest classifi cation. 
He has coached nine pros, 
four Walter Camp All-Amer-
icans, and coaches such as 

— Grand Street star Darieli Abreu on how she 
came back after a crash that nearly killed her  

— St. Francis Prep athletic director 
Sal Fischetti long-time football 

coach Vince O’Connor

Continued on page 52 Continued on page 52

REST IN PEACE: Legendary St. Francis Prep football coach Vince 
O’Connor, who spent 62 years at the school, died late Friday night at 
the age of 85.   St. Francis Prep

FAKE OUT: St Francis player Brent Jones drives the lane and goes up for 
two points, but instead throws a bounce pass to a teammate for an easy 
basket against Sacred Heart. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Esteemed coach 
Vince O’Connor 

passes at 85

First-place St. Francis 
fl atlines Sacred Heart 
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N BA All-Star weekend 
has come and gone, 
but the best game in 

Brooklyn hasn’t left — and 
I am not talking about the 
Nets. 

The borough’s best bas-
ketball isn’t far from the 
Barclays Center, however 
— just a few train stops 
away at the Pope Center at 
St. Francis College. 

It is there that the Terri-
ers men’s basketball team is 
making more than good on 
its preseason hype as one 
of the best in program his-
tory. 

The team is 18–9 over-
all, and has now won six-
straight games, including 
18 of its last 22. At 12–2 in 
the Northeast Conference, 
St. Francis is three games 
up on second-place Robert 
Morris and Bryant as it 
closes in on the regular sea-
son crown. 

Sure, it may not be Le-
bron James, Chris Paul 
and Kevin Durant, or even 
Joe Johnson, Deron Wil-
liams, or Kevin Garnett on 
the court, but at St. Fran-
cis, those are our guys and 
our team. Queens has St. 
John’s, the Bronx has Ford-
ham and Manhattan. Long 
Island University was the 
darling of Kings County a 
few years back. Now it’s fi -
nally the Terriers’ turn. 

It is doing it with a ros-
ter of locals trying to make 
history. St. Francis is one of 
only fi ve Division I schools 
that has fi elded a team since 
1948 and has yet to make the 
NCAA Tournament. This 
year may be its best chance 
yet. 

Star point guard Brent 
Jones played his high 
school ball at Bedford 
Academy, which he led to 
a Public School Athletic 
League Class A title as a se-
nior. Tyreek Jewell, Chris 
Hooper, and Kevin Douglas 
all grew up in the Bronx.  
Lowell Ulmer and Glenn 
Sanabria are from just over 
the Narrows in Staten Is-
land.

Star forward Jalen Can-
non— the conference’s all-
time leading rebounder — 

may be from Allentown, 
Penn., but this is far from 
a team of out-of-towners. 
These are mainly guys who 
developed their game on the 
streets and in the gyms of 
New York City.

Coach Glenn Braica is 
a Brooklynite. He grew 
up there, graduated from 
Bishop Ford, and lives here 
now with his family. He has 
put together a gritty and 
hungry bunch of players, 
many of whom were over-
looked by other colleges. 
Their spirit, tenacity and 
drive epitomize the essence 
of the borough they play in 
and for.   

Braica has been cau-
tious about talking about 
the NCAA tournament all 
season. It’s understandable 
after his team suffered a 
heartbreaking loss to Mt. 
St. Mary’s in the opening 
round of the conference 
tournament last season. But 
as fans, you can throw cau-
tion to the wind and try to 
enjoy every minute of what 
is shaping up to be a special 
season. Tickets cost less 
than a full tank of gas. 

The Nets (21–31) is still 
in position to make a play-
off push, just a game back 
from eight-place Miami. St. 
Francis, on the other hand, 
is playing for much more  — 
something that has never 
been done at the school. 

The best game in town is 
in Brooklyn Heights. Don’t 
miss it. 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Jefferson coach Lawrence “Bud” Pollard never 
got off Isiah Deas’s back after the forward’s poor 
performance in a regular season loss to rival 
Abraham Lincoln a week earlier. That led to 
Deas carrying the Orange Wave on his back in 
last Saturday’s rematch.

“That didn’t feel too good,” Deas said. “It left 
a bad taste in my mouth. Me and Pollard had a 
long talk.” 

The message to be more aggressive clearly 
got through. Deas scored 19 of his game-high 24 
points in the second half to help propel Jeffer-
son to a 76–73 comeback win over Lincoln in the 
Public School Athletic League Brooklyn Bor-
ough boys’ basketball fi nal on Feb. 14 at Queens 
College. The two teams split the regular season 
meetings, with each winning on their home 
court.

Deas was hitting jumpers and was active on 
the glass. He scored seven of the Orange Wave’s 
fi nal 12 points, including a tough layup off a de-
signed play to give his team a 72–69 lead with 
1:13 remaining. 

“He doesn’t know how good he is,” Pollard 
said. “He’s one of the better players in the city, 
but he is just too cool and laid back. He’s just a 
nice kid. I told him, ‘listen brother, this is Brook-
lyn AA — nice guys fi nish last.’ ”

Lincoln, which led by as many as 13 points 
midway through the third quarter, didn’t help 
itself down the stretch either. It missed its fi -
nal six free throws and freshman guard Tyler 
Bourne missed a wide-open layup that would 
have given his team the lead with 27 seconds 
left. The Railsplitters (24–3) also didn’t foul late, 

allowing Rasheem Dunn get a transition layup. 
Lincoln’s youth appeared for the fi rst time this 
season.

“It showed a little bit,” said Railsplitters 
coach Kenny Pretlow.  

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The scar on the back of her 
thigh is the only sign left of 
the motorcycle accident that 
nearly took Darieli Abreu’s 
life.

The Grand Street Campus 
girls’ basketball standout was 
visiting family in the Domini-
can Republic in November of 
2013 when a truck smashed 
into the motorcycle she was 
riding. The crash mangled 
Abreu’s left leg, and nearly 
threw her off the bridge they 
were on, but she was saved by 
gates along the railings. As 
bad is it was, she considered 
herself lucky.

“If it wasn’t for the gate I 
would have went down on to 
the water,” Abreu said. 

But her trouble didn’t end 
there. 

The then-15-year-old un-

derwent extensive surgery to 
stabilize her leg with metal 
pins in the thighbone and her 
knee. The star athlete spent a 
month in a Dominican Repub-
lic hospital unable to sit or 
stand up. Doctors had to mon-
itor her constantly due to the 
threat of major complications 
from the major surgery. 

“The surgery that I had, 
and the pain I was going 
through, they said I could 
catch a heart attack at any-
time,” she said. “I could have 
died any minute.” 

More than a year later, she 
still isn’t 100 percent. Abreu 
missed all of last season and 
still can’t fully bend her knee. 
But the limp is gone from her 
walk, thanks to an unconven-
tional rehab process. 

Abreu did a month of re-

Overcomes 13-point defi cit to beat Lincoln 

BACK IN ACTION: Grand Street 
guard Darieli Abreu is back excel-
ling on the court after a serious 
motorcycle accident.  
 Grand Street Campus / Andre Johnson

HOT HAND: Isiah Deas scored a game-high 24 points 
to lead Jefferson to a borough championship last Sat-
urday. Photo by Robert Cole

Jefferson takes title  

Abreu powers G’Street 
after devastating crash 

St. Francis 
scripting season 

to remember 

Continued on page 52

Continued on page 52
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SPORTS

$2,500
up to 

BRING IN THIS VOUCHER TODAY!

To be used towards your 
�rst two �ar �ay�e�ts 
w�e� you buy �ro� us	
Voucher has no cash value and cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Current vehicle must be in equity position. All current incentives assigned to 
dealer. See store for details. Offer expires 2/28/2015.

2740 Nostrand Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11210

s12639gc

Attention Local Residents!  
YOU MAY NOT HAVE TO MAKE YOUR NEXT TWO CAR PAYMENTS, 
come let Plaza Auto Mall make them for you!
My name is Tony Urrutia, and I am the General Manager of Plaza Auto Mall coming to you today with a huge 
o�er that�s �alid now through �e�ruary ��th, �	
� �nly �e will gi�e you u� to ��,�		 towards your �rst two 
car �ayments when you �uy from us �ome chec� out our huge in�entory of �ondas, �yundais, Toyotas, and 
Acuras�as well as o�er �		 �re�owned cars �e are �roo�lyn�s largest auto dealershi�, and that means if you 
need credit, �� �A� ���� ��U A� APP���A�

I loo� forward to seeing you at any of our four locations on �ostrand A�enue in �roo�lyn! And �lease "� ��T 
�AIT, this is a time sensiti�e o�er that e#�ires on �e�ruary ��th, �	
� Please call to schedule an a��ointment 
today at ����$%$�	��&!

Tony Urrutia 
General Manager 
Plaza Auto Mall 
�%'	 �ostrand A�enue �roo�lyn, �� 

�
	 
����$%$�	��&
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BY BRANDON ROBINSON 
The Brooklyn Nets’ Mason 
Plumlee had a busy schedule 
during NBA All-Star Week-
end. He had been looking for-
ward to competing in front of 
the hometown fans. 

“It’s a lot of fun,” he said. 
“I’m very excited to be a part 
of the weekend in any capac-
ity.  But to play Friday night 
and then do the dunk contest 
Saturday is going to be spe-
cial.”  

On Friday Feb. 13, the 
6-foot-11 center played in the 
Rising Stars Challenge at Bar-
clays Center. The U.S. Team 
lost to the World Team 121-112, 
but Plumlee fi nished the game 
with 13 points, nine rebounds 
and three assists. His Nets 
teammate Bojan Bogdanovic 
played for the World team and 
scored 16 points. 

On Valentine’s Day, Plum-
lee took part in the Sprite 
Slam Dunk Competition back 
in Brooklyn. Hometown favor-
ite Plumlee was a longshot to 
win the Slam Dunk Contest, 

but held his own. On Plum-
lee’s fi rst dunk, the Nets big 
threw down a reverse dunk off 
a lob from Cleveland Cavaliers 

guard Kyrie Irving, Plumlee’s 
old Duke teammate. 

For his second dunk, he 
jumped over his brother Miles 
Plumlee of the Phoenix Suns. 
Plumlee earned a combined 
score of 76 out of 100 by the 
New York themed panel of 
judges featuring Fort Hamil-
ton’s Bernard King, Xaverian’s 
Chris Mullin, former Net “Dr. 
J” Julius Erving, and Knicks 
legends Nate “Tiny” Archi-
bald and Walt “Clyde” Frazier. 
Plumlee exited the fi rst round 
and Zach LaVine won. 

“He has the most athleti-
cism and will be the toughest 
to go up against,” said Plumlee 
before the Slam Dunk Compe-
tition. 

Now that All-Star Weekend 
is over, the 21–31 Nets begin 
the second half of the season 
with a West Coast road trip 
starting on Friday against the 
Los Angeles Lakers. Brooklyn 
is just a game behind the Mi-
ami Heat for the eighth and fi -
nal playoff spot in the Eastern 
Conference.

REBOUNDS ABOUND: Glenn Sanabria collects a rebound and brings 
the ball up court. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

CAPTAIN AMERICA: Mason Plum-
lee  of the Brooklyn Nets scores 
for Team U.S.A. against the World 
Team during the fi rst half of the 
Rising Stars NBA All-Star Challenge 
basketball game on Feb. 13 at Bar-
clays Center.  
 Associated Press / Julio Cortez

Plumlee rocks All-Star Weekend

hab in the Dominican Repub-
lic, but money, family and in-
surance issues kept her from 
continuing it upon returning 
to New York last January — 
but that didn’t stop her from 
doing rehab her own way.

“All I did was come back, 
grab the basketball, and go 
to a park and play in the park 
with boys,” she said.

The 5-foot-9 combo guard 
is listed as a junior on the 
Public School Athletic 
League website because the 
accident caused her to fall be-
hind in school. The now-16-
year-old Abreu started high 
school when she was 12. Her 
academic future will be deter-
mined by how she fi nishes the 

year and her Regents scores, 
according to Grant Street 
coach Corey McFarlane. The 
injury also kept her from tak-
ing the SAT, but Abreu still 
has interest from numerous 
mid-major Division I colleges, 
McFarlane said. 

Abreu competed in local 
leagues last summer, but was 
far from her old self. She was 
a 17-point-per-game scorer as 
a sophomore, and was con-
sidered one of the best young 
players in the state. Her prog-
ress getting back to form is 
gradual, according to McFar-
lane. At the start of this sea-
son, she lacked explosiveness 
and was barely even able to 
stretch. Simple things be-
came milestone events. 

“I’ve seen stretching be so 
painful,” McFarlane said. “At 
the same time you, have a kid 

who will run down the hall 
screaming, ‘Look at this.’ ”

Abreu’s positivity and en-
ergy has been an inspiration 
for one of the best seasons 
in program history. Grand 
Street is 15–8 and 12–3 in Pub-
lic School Athletic League 
Class AA play — and in con-
tention for the city title.

“If something bothers her 
she is not going to show it,” se-
nior guard Arelis Cora said. 
“She is not the person to say 
I am struggling.”

Grand Street is playing 
its best basketball after beat-
ing defending Class AA city 
champion Francis Lewis in 
the fi nal week of the regular 
season to earn the No. 3 seed 
in the upcoming playoffs. The 
Wolves had not lost a league 
game since falling to No. 2 
Murry Bergtraum on Dec. 8. 

The Grand Street squad, 
which won just two league 
games in 2011–12, is surpris-
ing everyone but itself. It has 
a superb backcourt in Cora, 
Abreu, and Kaisah Lucky. 
Amani Graham is a versatile 
force, and sophomore forward 
Shanique Edward is one of the 
city’s best young players. 

McFarlane believes Abreu 
feeling comfortable with a 
lesser role has allowed every-
one else to shine. She is facili-
tating more while averaging 
15 points per contest and four 
rebounds in league play that 
has helped the team get to the 
next level.

Abreu didn’t think she 
could get back on the court 
and be close to herself. Know-
ing what it was like to be on 
one of the worst teams in the 
league, and nearly having 

basketball taken away from 
her, made her appreciate this 
season that much more. 

“It’s special, not only for 
me because I was able to get 
back on my game, but for ev-
erybody,” Abreu said. 

It is still hard for her team-
mates to believe what she’s 
gone through. Abreu has 
made it look easy and never 
lost her smile. There is a 
photo of her prior to surgery 
with a cast over her knee, but 
a beaming grin on her face. 

The only visible indication 
of what happened are the re-
mains of the incision on the 
back of her leg. 

“When she got back on the 
court and started practicing, 
it was like the injury never 
happened,” Cora said. “You 
can’t tell unless you look at 
her scar.”

On the other side, Jeffer-
son senior point guard Jaquan 
McKennon was the catalyst 
for the turnaround against a 
Lincoln team that was knock-
ing down jumper after jumper 
in the middle two quarters. 
McKennon, with star Shamo-
rie Ponds slowed by injury and 
struggling with foul trouble, 
scored 17 points and hit big 
three-pointer after big three-
pointer. 

“I told my teammates as se-

nior to keep playing, and get 
stops, keep running the of-
fense and we are going to get 
the win,” McKennon said.

The most important trey 
came over the outstretched 
arm of Paul Person. It pulled 
Jefferson (24–3) within 67–64 
with 5:30 remaining in the 
game.

“Jaquan, he is the driver to 
the championship bus,” Deas 
said. “Everyone just follows 
his lead. We call him Moses 
here. When he parts the sea, 
we just follow him.”

Donald Flores led Lincoln 
with 19 points, Ezekiel Charles 

had 15 and Bourne added 13. 
Ponds chipped 17 points for Jef-
ferson.

The two rivals will go their 
separate ways for a while now, 
with Jefferson in line for the 
top seed in the citywide play-
offs. Lincoln is expected to 
be in the top four. There is a 
chance they could fi ght it out 
one more time with an even 
bigger prize on the line.

“It’s going to be another 
fi ght,” Pollard said. “Hope-
fully, a chance to play them 
for a fourth time if we can ad-
vance, but I’m not looking for-
ward to it.”

Continued from page 50 

ABREU

Continued from page 50 

JEFFERSON

former Jets and Giants offen-
sive coordinator Dan Hen-
ning, Rutgers headman Kyle 
Flood, C.W. Post head coach 
Bryan Collins, and retired 
Chaminade coach Bill Basel. 
St. Francis Prep’s multi-mil-
lion dollar training center is 
named after him.

“He’s a tremendous coach 

and a tremendous man,” said 
Holy Cross football coach 
Tom Pugh. “He did so much 
for so many people. One of 
the class guys.”

“Mr. O’Connor was a spe-
cial guy, in my life and lives 
of countless of other people 
who had the opportunity to 
play for him,” Flood said.

O’Connor is survived by 
his wife Mary, his son Mar-
tin, his daughter Mary Rose, 
and four grandchildren. 

including an 18-point advan-
tage in a 73–71 home loss on 
Jan. 3 — acknowledged how 
diffi cult it is to stop this Ter-
rier team, which he believes 

is the favorite to win it all. 
“What I see is a veteran 

team that doesn’t panic,” 
Latina said. “Brent Jones 
and Jalen Cannon don’t allow 
them to. It was a combination 
of their poise and physicality 
in the second half. They im-
posed their will on us.”

Continued from page 49 

ST. FRANCIS

Continued from page 49 

O’CONNOR
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,

www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 

www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,

www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,

www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 

www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York

216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,

New York

Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952

Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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LATE PAGE

888-847-1024

612 86TH STREET,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11228

ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM
See dealer for details. All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Offers exp 2/28/15.

2014 Nissan Altima S 

CVT, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
15,425 Miles, 
STK P1447
$18,345

2012 Nissan Sentra

CVT, 2.0L 4 Cyl, 
12,446 Miles, 
STK P1443
$15,696

2014 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4

Auto, 4.0L V6, 
10,314 Miles, 
STK P1445

$28,380

2012 Ford Focus SEL
Auto, 2.0L 4 Cyl, 
15,961 Miles, 
STK P1437

$12,995

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon 

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
24,286 Miles, 
STK P1393
$22,995

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
18,880 Miles, 
STK P1395
$23,495

2008 Jeep Liberty Sport 2010 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4WD 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4WD

$12,990 $14,900 $26,400

Auto, 3.7L V6, 
36,352 Miles, 
STK P01205

2014 Dodge Durango Limited

$31,900

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
15,969 Miles, 
STK P01083

Auto, 3.7L V6, 
56,431 Miles, 
STK T01191

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
38,211 Miles, 
STK P01195

2014 Dodge Durango Citadel
Auto, 5.7L V8, 
14,095 Miles, 
STK P0950

$39,900

2013 Jeep Grand Cherokee
Auto, 3.6L V6, 
34,487 Miles, 
STK P01203

$27,400
All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance 

and availability.  See dealer for details. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478,  

Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 2/28/15.

Freedom from 
your current 

vehicle!

up to 130% of 
book value for 

your tradE!*

*Negative equity carries forward. Dependent upon 
condition. Must be drivable, without damage, clear 

Carfax & state inspected. See dealer for details.

to

C O U N T Y B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M

2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-753-0895



Get A FREE Matching Boxspring!

More gel. More coils. More innovative than ever. With Dual Effects® gel 
memory foam for cooler comfort, and upgraded coils for more support.

Featuring EverFeel™ Technology and an enhanced layer of Cool Action™ Dual
Effects® Gel Memory Foam for a deep, plush supportive comfort .  

SAVE
$1,800
on any Serta Motion

Adjustable
Base

See store for details.

UP
TO

with any Serta iseries
or icomfort purchase.

See store for details.

SAVE
UP TO AN ADDITIONAL

$200 
On Posturepedic Hybrid.

See store for details.

The perfect combination of cool, 
conforming comfort with the 

deep-down coil support 
of a Sealy Posturepedic.

Twin, Full and King sizes available at similar savings.
All models available for purchase may not be on display. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Previous sales do not apply. 

L E G E N D

Sleep well on our exclusive G.S. Stearns Luxury Mattress Collection 
featuring silk, wool, individually wrapped coils & memory foam. 

Experience the ultimate in comfort with our exclusive Beautyrest 
Legend Mattresses featuring Smart Response coil technology.

UP TO
$600
VALUE!

UP
TO

FREE
Comforter,

Sheets, Duvet & 
1 Down Pillow!

With any G.S. Stearns, Beautyrest 
Legend or Ultimate Queen or 

King set purchase.

UP TO

$319
VALUE!

me Brand Mattresses Than Anyone!



*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo
period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the min. payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular
account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Min. Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. 

At Sleepy’s, A Comfortable Mattress Is Everything.

Free Delivery
With every Tempur-Pedic purchase.  

Interest for 60 Months* On Tempur-Pedic
60 months financing on any Tempur-Pedic purchase of $2,549 or more made with your Sleepy’s credit card between 2/5/15 & 2/23/15. 

Equal monthly payments required for 60 months.  Other Financing Options Available. See store for details.

The #1 Tempur-Pedic Elite Retailer in New York

UP TO

$200Off
Plus

UP TO

$200
Gift Card
On select Tempur-Pedic mattress sets. 

Savings vary by size and model. 
Gift card value equal to savings. 

See store for details.


