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BY MAX JAEGER
A public works project is 
shoring up a private beach.

Pols broke ground on 
a project to reinforce Sea-
gate’s residents-only coast-
line on Feb. 14, but offi cials 
say the $25-million, federally 
funded undertaking will be 
a boon for Coney Island’s 

public beaches, as well. 
The U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers is building four 
“T-Groin” jetties and “stone 
armoring” at Norton Point 
to prevent erosion on Sea-
gate’s southern shore. Some 
locals have criticized the 
plan because the neighbor-
hood’s private beaches will 

benefi t from public money, 
but the Army Corps and 
congressional representa-
tives say that  if Seagate’s 
shoreline fails, Sodom by 
the Sea could get caught 
with its trunks down . 

The southern side of 
Seagate’s beachfront abuts 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The Queen of Funk is coming to 
the borough of Kings!

Legendary singer Chaka Khan 
will kick off the  annual Celebrate 
Brooklyn! concert series  with a 
free performance at the Prospect 
Park Bandshell on June 3, orga-

nizers an-
n o u n c e d 
today. Her 
set will be 
p r e c e d e d 
by a cock-
tail recep-
tion honor-
ing Forest 
City Ratner 
e xe c ut iv e 
David Ber-
liner for his 

artistic contributions — of the 
monetary variety. Tickets to that 
start at $500.

Khan’s is one of two summer 
concerts announced so far, the 
other being a July 21 show by the 
Manhattan indie-rock band In-
terpol. Khan began her career 
in the 1970s as the lead singer of 
the band Rufus, and decades later 
she is still going strong with 22 
albums and 10 Grammys to her 
name.

BY SARAH IANNONE
They’re putting Brooklyn 
on the map — and maps on 
Brooklyn.

A Prospect Heights art-
ist has made a giant map 
of the borough out of litter 
she collected on Brooklyn 
streets. But the creator said 
she is not trying to trash 
Kings County — she wants 

to inspire viewers to take 
a closer look at Brooklyn’s 
streets, as she did.

“My hopes are that ob-
servers fi nd inspiration to ex-
plore both the land we share 
and our relationships to it,” 
said Jennifer Maravillas.  

Maravillas’s piece will 
be on display as part of 

Continued on page 2Continued on page 8

Historic house 
home to play

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Talk about a playhouse!

A local theater troupe is gear-
ing up for a special run of Shake-
speare’s “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” at a historic Park Slope 
townhouse that was once a gath-
ering place for stars of the stage. 
The performances will take 
place in the parlor, while the 
audience sits nearby at dinner 
tables chowing down and drink-
ing up. But one of the play’s di-
rectors said the show is not your 
standard dinner theater.

“With dinner theater, it’s usu-
ally dark and you sit back and 
stuff your face while you’re try-
ing to watch,” said Craig Bacon, 

Continued on page 8
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ROCK THE SAND BAR: Army 
Corps of Engineers contrac-
tors are building four jetties 
to protect Seagate and Co-
ney from beach erosion.

A HISTORIC COMEDY: Flavio Gaete, Emilio Paul Tirado, and John Wahl are perfoming a Shakespeare production that 
includes illuminated costumes, puppets, and masks during dinner. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Trash walking Getting jetty with it

Celebrate! 
Chaka Khan 
at P’Park!

A MIDWINTER 
NIGHT’S DREAM
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the W. 37th Street groin that 
marks the People’s Play-
ground’s western border, 
and according to the Corps, 
if Seagate’s beaches are 
washed away, erosive forces 
could start taking the sand 
out from under the jetty that 
protects the public beach.

“With continued ero-
sion, there is a major risk 
of f lanking the W. 37th 
Street Terminal Groin, 
which may lead to groin 

failure and significant 
impact to the Coney Is-
land Public Beach,”  ac-
cording to information 
from the Corps . 

Workers will also dump 
enough sand to fi ll four 
Olympic-size swimming 
pools on Seagate’s exclu-
sive shores to replenish the 
eroded coastline, which 
shrunk dramatically dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy, ac-
cording to a joint statement 
from federal lawmakers.

The Corps replenished 
the beach from Brigh-
ton Beach to Seagate as 

part of a larger 1995 resil-
iency project, and the feds 
promised to keep Seagate 
from washing away in the 
future, a congressional 
spokesman said.

“When the original 
project was built, Sea-
gate was guaranteed their 
beach levels would never 
go below 1988 pre-project 
condition levels,” said Rob-
ert Gottheim, a spokesman 
for Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D–
Bensonhurst).

The work is expected to 
be done by the summer of 
2016, offi cials said.

BY MAX JAEGER
These actors aren’t just 
looking to break a leg — 
they might bust a few lips, 
too.

A theater troupe will put 
on three short plays about 
boxing inside a real boxing 
gym from Feb. 20–March 8. 
The Vertigo Theater Com-
pany is staging the show as 
part of ongoing series of site-
specifi c productions. The pro-
ducers said they were looking 
for a location to host — and 
play muse to — their latest 
night of original theater when 
Gleason’s Gym in Dumbo hit 
them over the head.

“We wanted somewhere 
where we could be inspired, 
where stories were oozing 
out of the walls,” said pro-
ducer Tara Ricasa. “It is 
one of those places that is 
singular — we were like 
kids in a candy store when 
we walked in.”

Opened in 1937, Gleason’s 
is the oldest active boxing 
gym in the country, but it 
has also held its share of cul-
tural events over the years 
— including dance perfor-
mances, art shows, and  clas-
sical music concerts , owner 
Bruce Silverglade said.

The “Bareknuckle” 
show will feature plays 
that deal with gentrifi ca-
tion (“Lights Out”), mari-
tal battles (“Clinch”), and 
fi ghting your inner demons 
(“The Sentinels”). The pro-
ducers asked the three play-
wrights to draw on the his-
toric training ground for 
inspiration, Ricasa said.

“We left the door wide 

open,” she said. “We said, 
‘Here’s the deal, we’re do-
ing this at a gym, so we 
encourage you to go to the 
gym, look at the photos, be 
inspired.’”

Gleason’s will hold an 
open house before Friday’s 
night opener, so people can 
meet boxers and take a 
swing at the heavy bag, Sil-
verglade said.

“We want to get as many 
people into the gym as pos-
sible that aren’t normally 
in a boxing gym, so they’re 
realize boxing is a better 
sport than the myth out 
there,” he said.

A portion of the show’s 
proceeds will go to Silver-
glade’s charity Give a Kid a 
Dream, which provides men-
tors for disadvantaged youth 
in boxing, Ricasa said.

And to further enhance 
the full fi sticuffs experi-
ence, world champion pugi-
lists Keisher “Fire” McLeod-

Wells and Alicia “Slick” 
Ashley will square off in an 
exhibition match before the 
plays, Ricasa said.

“That’s unscripted — 
that’s live right there in the 
ring,” she said.

More than a play, the 
production promises to be 
an experience for all sen-
sory faculties, Ricasa said.

“It’s defi nitely going to 
engage every sense,” she 
said. “There are spackles of 
blood on the ring fl oor. The 
gym has a very distinct 
odor — and it depends on 
the day and who’s in there 
training.”

“Bareknuckle” at Glea-
son’s Gym (77 Front St. 
between Main and Wash-
ington streets in Dumbo, 
www.thelivingroomseries.
org). Show runs Feb. 20–
22, 27, 28, and March 1 and 
6–8. Fridays and Saturday 
shows at 8 pm, Sundays at 
7 pm. $18. 

Gym hosts short plays about sweet science

TAG TEAM: “Bareknuckle” producers Tara Ricasa, Pia Scala-Zankel, 
Alexandra Renzo, and Nicol Moeller are ready to rumble. Ted Alcorn

The boxer diaries
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Dumbo’s most pedestrian-hos-
tile streets are fi nally getting 
sidewalks.

The city plans to add walk-
ways to the stretches of road 
around the supports of the 
Brooklyn and Manhattan 
bridges that force pedestrians 
to walk in the street. Com-
munity Board 2 voted unani-
mously to approve the plan on 
Feb. 11. Its administrator said 
the hair-raising road design 
is one of the last vestiges of 
the area’s past, before the con-
dos, art galleries, and tech of-
fi ces came.

“Some of these condi-
tions are left over from when 
Dumbo was an industrial 
neighborhood and there 
weren’t as many people walk-
ing around,” district manager 
Robert Perris said.

The streets’ shift from 
truck routes to pathways 
for iPhone-
c l u t c h i n g 
workers and 
residents be-
gan in the 
1990s, when 
developer Two Trees Manage-
ment put the neighborhood on 
the map by pitching it as a hub 
for artists, and offering them 
discounted rent. Since then, 

luxury apartments and offi ces 
have replaced many of the stu-
dios. The massive increase in 
foot traffi c has spurred the 

city and the 
local busi-
ness im-
provement 
d i s t r i c t 
to fi nally 

add sidewalks where the 
bridge pillars cut into them. 
New and extended sidewalks 
are planned for the intersec-
tions of York and Washington 

and Pearl and Front streets, 
which both have stretches 
where the sidewalks end. The 
plan also calls for bumping 
out the sidewalks at Pearl and 
York and Jay and Prospect 
streets.

York and Washington is a 
particularly sketchy stretch, 
the head of the Dumbo Im-
provement District said.

“The sidewalk peters out 
to nothing over there,” said 
Kristin LaBuz, director of 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Drivers have more rea-
son than ever to look 
both ways before mak-
ing a turn.

Cops arrested a bus 
driver after they say he 
ran over and severely in-
jured a teen in Williams-
burg on Feb. 13, charg-
ing him under a new 
law, passed in August, 
that increases the pen-
alty for drivers who ig-
nore pedestrians’ right 
of way and hit them. A 
road-safety advocate 
hailed the arrest as prog-
ress in the Vision Zero 
campaign, backed by the 
mayor and aimed at re-
ducing traffi c fatalities 
to zero by 2024.

“Prior to Vision Zero, 
except for certain crimi-
nal behaviors, drivers 
who killed or injured pe-
destrians never had sig-
nifi cant consequences,” 
said Steve Vaccaro, a 
lawyer who helped get 
the law passed. “This 
sends a message that 
crashes have conse-
quences.”

The driver of the Q59 
bus hit the girl as he 
made a left turn from 
Union Avenue into a 
Manhattan-bound lane 
of Grand Street, crush-
ing her leg, according 
to a report. Respond-
ing to a call shortly af-
ter 8:45 am, paramedics 
freed the girl from un-
derneath the bus and 
transported her to Bel-
levue Hospital Center in 
Manhattan in stable but 

critical condition, with 
severe injuries to her 
left leg, a police spokes-
woman said. 

Offi cers cuffed the 
driver at the scene and 
charged him with fail-
ure to exercise due care 
and failure to yield. The 
new law makes the latter 
charge a misdemeanor. 

The move toward 
arresting professional 
drivers who hit pedes-
trians does not sit well 
with transit-worker ad-
vocates, who argue the 
new policy puts undue 
burden on individual 
drivers when the Metro-
politan Transportation 
Authority should bear 
some responsibility.

“Arresting drivers 
won’t solve anything,” 
said Jim Gannon, a 
spokesman for the Tran-
sit Workers Union. 

Until Feb. 13, the driver 
arrested in Williams-
burg had a 29-year record 
of clean driving, and he 
should not be slapped with 
criminal charges before 
an investigation is done, 
Gannon said.

“It’s terrible that the 
poor kid is in the hospital, 
but an accident that hap-
pens in one instant does 
not necessarily mean 
criminality,” he said. 

Police must have 
probable cause to ar-
rest people on criminal 
charges, but not proof 
beyond a reasonable 
doubt, which is required 
for convictions.

The new law carries 

a $250 fi ne, and if you 
ask Vaccaro, it doesn’t 
do nearly enough.

“This is a step for-
ward, but the fi ne is sort 
of an insult,” he said. 
“You should be fi ned 
thousands, not hundreds, 
if you kill someone.”

Confl ict over the new 
law was brewing well be-
fore the most recent in-
cident. In December, bus 
drivers refused to leave 
their depots following 
the arrest of one of their 
colleagues involved in 
a fatal collision in East 
Flatbush, according to 
a New York Post  report . 
And on Feb. 12, the day 
before the Williams-
burg arrest, two Queens 
councilmen introduced 
legislation that would 
exempt bus drivers from 
the law criminalizing 
failure to yield.

The Feb. 13 arrest 
and the attempt to ex-
empt bus drivers from 
the law angered road-
safety activists, and 
sparked a social me-
dia war between union 
supporters and Vision 
Zero partisans over the 
weekend. Prominent 
car-critic group Trans-
portation Alternatives 
launched an online pe-
tition blasting the idea 
that bus drivers should 
have a “license to kill,” 
which the offi cial Tran-
sit Workers Union Local 
100 Twitter account dis-
missed as a “ghoulish” 
attempt to hijack the 
conversation.

City to add sidewalks to scary Dumbo streets

DO NOT CROSS: Police cordoned off the scene of a crash last week at Grand Street and 
Union Avenue, where they say a bus driver ran over a teen’s leg. Photo by Paul Martinka

Islands in the stream

Bus driver slapped with stiff 
charges for hitting teen SIDEWALK DESERT: The sidewalk ceases to exist at the corner of York 

and Washington streets in Dumbo. The city aims to change that by bump-
ing it out. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

CUTTING CORNERS: The intersection of Front and Pearl streets is getting an extended sidewalk and a new 
crosswalk. The bumped-out walkway is added into the image at top, but not the crosswalk. 
 Department of Transportation

Continued on page 6
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Well, at least they didn’t 
pick Columbus.

Democrats have gone 
against all common sense 
and chosen Philadel-
phia, referred to by some 
mainstream publications, 
wrongly, as the sixth bor-
ough, to host their 2016 
convention. Borough 
President Adams said the 
Dems’ decision was bass-
ackwards, using more po-
lite language.

“Instead of a cutting-
edge choice that would be 
a nod to the Democratic 
Party’s future, the pick 
was made for a safe site 
that hearkens more to its 
past,” he said in a state-
ment.

The chairwoman of the 
Democratic National Com-
mittee, Rep. Debbie Was-
serman Schultz (D–Flor-
ida), said Philly’s status 
as the cradle of the Amer-
ican Revolution is sym-
bolically important, and 
called it a “safe” choice.

“In addition to their 
commitment to a seamless 
and safe convention, Phil-
adelphia’s deep-rooted 

place in Ameri-
can history pro-
vides a perfect 
setting for this 
special gather-
ing,” Schultz 
said in a state-
ment.

The cam-
paign to bring 
the conven-
tion to Brook-
lyn kicked into 
gear last year 
and was a pri-
ority of Mayor 
DeBlasio. The 
mayor’s of-
fice assembled 
a 119-member 
host committee 
to pitch the bor-
ough and raise 
the $100 million 
the convention 
is expected to cost. That 
group had already col-
lected $6.5 million and se-
cured promises for $13.5 
million more.

This paper followed 
the chase closely, and pro-
vided analysis that defin-
itively showed Brooklyn 
would have been  the best 
choice out of the 14 nomi-

nees . 
Adams said the bor-

ough’s effort was a valiant 
one.

“You have to dream 
big to be big, and no one 
dreams bigger than Brook-
lyn,” he said.

We say, upon further 
reflection, we didn’t need 
that headache anyway.

Brooklyn loses convention to Philadelphia

BROTHERLY 
SHOVE

CRACKED: Philadelphia’s famously falling-apart landmark the Liberty Bell was not enough to con-
vince Democrats to bring their convention here. Associated Press

RAISE THE ROOF: Barclays Center could 
have looked like Charlotte, North Carolina’s 
Time Warner Cable Arena did in 2012, but 
Brooklyn lost its bid to host the 2016 Demo-
cratic National Convention. Associated Press
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BY MAX JAEGER
Residents of Dyker Heights 
are declaring war on illegal 
home conversions, and now 
local politicians are joining 
the fray with proposed laws 
to give the city more weap-
ons for fi ghting the residen-
tial scourge.

Two civic groups are 
holding a town hall meet-
ing on illegal conversions 
in Dyker Heights on Feb. 26. 
The practice of dicing one- 
and two-family homes into 
multi-family apartments 
is  pervasive in Southern 
Brooklyn, locals say . The 
illegally altered buildings 
can lack light, fresh air, 
and safe exits —  putting 
residents and fi refi ghters 
in harm’s way . Because the 
subdivided homes increase 
a neighborhood’s popula-
tion, they also tax city ser-
vices and  can contribute to 
school overcrowding . 

State and local politi-
cians have introduced sev-

eral bills to help combat 
what they have character-
ized as “an epidemic,” and 
we have  boiled them down 
for you ahead of next Thurs-
day’s town hall.

Make it a crime
Two state senators want 

to make it a felony to alter 
a building without a per-
mit or outside a permit’s 
scope.

State Sen. Martin Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge) introduced 
a bill (S3239-2015) on Feb. 3 
that targets property own-
ers who are aware of an il-
legally converted build-
ing if someone is seriously 
hurt or dies as the result of 
the alteration. Golden’s pro-
posal imposes misdemeanor 
charges, fi nes, and possible 
jail time on anyone who aids 
in violating a work permit 
or a certifi cate of occupancy. 
The bill has yet to clear com-
mittee.

Queens state Sen. Tony 

Avella introduced a similar 
bill (S889-2015) on Jan. 7 that 
would charge not only land-
lords but also contractors, 
and even tenants for know-
ingly altering a building be-
yond it’s permits. That bill 
has also yet to clear com-
mittee.

Hold bad actors 
accountable

Assemblyman N. Nick 
Perry (D–East Flatbush) 
proposed a bill (A5046-2015) 
on Feb. 10 that would stick 
contractors with fi nes for il-
legal conversion if landlords 
can prove they didn’t know 
the un-permitted work was 
taking place. The bill has 
yet to clear committee.

Get inspectors 
inside

Residents call 311 thou-
sands of times a year to 
complain about illegal 
home conversions, but the 
city only inspects a frac-

tion of locations —  in part 
because landlords and ten-
ants have to let them in . 
A bill (Int. 393-2014) in-
troduced by Councilman 
Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge) would let buildings 
inspectors issue violations 
to buildings showing cir-
cumstantial evidence of il-
legal conversion — such as 
multiple electric meters or 
mailboxes serving a sin-
gle home. The owner could 
clear the ticket by letting 
inspectors in and proving 
he or she didn’t illegally 
sub-divide the home. 

Gentile introduced the 
bill in 2014. It has yet to 
clear committee, but Gen-
tile said he has new fuel for 
his fi ght. City workers tes-
tifi ed at a January hearing 
on illegal hotels that inspec-
tors use circumstantial evi-
dence when investigating 
short-term rentals, but not 
when inspecting suspected 
home conversions, Gentile 

said. The law-
maker will use 
that precedent to 
argue for his bill, 
he said.

Protecting 
fi refi ghters

In 2013, an up-
state lawmaker 
introduced a bill 
(S6254-2013) cre-
ating a class of 
felonies for prop-
erty owners who 
put fi refi ghters 
in harm’s way by 
turning individual homes 
into dangerous mazes of 
drywall.

“While responding to 
any emergency is danger-
ous, this is particularly so 
when a building has been 
illegally altered, usually to 
make room for more occu-
pants,” the bill states.

  A fi refi ghter died re-
sponding to a 2007 blaze in 
an illegally converted loft 

in Williamsburg . 
That bill has been stuck 

in the senate’s Codes Com-
mittee since Jan. 9, 2014.

“Town Hall Meeting 
about Illegal Home Con-
versions” at The Knights of 
Columbus [1305 86th St. be-
tween 13th and 14th avenues 
in Dyker Heights,  brook-
lynhpa.com ,  www.dyker-
heightscivicassociation.
com ]. Feb. 26 at 7 pm.

A roundup of proposed legislation to battle illegal home conversions

HEART OF THE ISSUE: Points show blocks 
with two or more illegal conversion com-
plaints that the city was unable to inspect 
because it was denied access. Red areas 
show a concentration of unaddressed com-
plaints in northern Dyker Heights. 

Uniting against divisions
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The scar on the back of her 
thigh is the only sign left 
of the motorcycle accident 
that nearly took Darieli 
Abreu’s life.

The Grand Street Cam-
pus girls’ basketball stand-
out was visiting family in 
the Dominican Republic 
in November of 2013 when 
a truck smashed into the 
motorcycle she was riding. 
The crash mangled Abreu’s 
left leg, and nearly threw 
her off the bridge they were 
on, but she was saved by 
gates along the railings. As 
bad is it was, she consid-
ered herself lucky.

“If it wasn’t for the gate 
I would have went down on 
to the water,” Abreu said. 

But her trouble didn’t 
end there. 

The then-15-year-old 
underwent extensive 
surgery to stabilize her 
leg with metal pins in 
the thighbone and her 
knee. The star athlete 
spent a month in a Do-
minican Republic hospi-
tal unable to sit or stand 
up. Doctors had to moni-
tor her constantly due to 
the threat of major com-
plications from the ma-
jor surgery. 

“The surgery that I had, 
and the pain I was going 
through, they said I could 
catch a heart attack at any-
time,” she said. “I could 
have died any minute.” 

More than a year later, 
she still isn’t 100 percent. 
Abreu missed all of last 
season and still can’t 
fully bend her knee. But 
the limp is gone from her 
walk, thanks to an un-
conventional rehab pro-
cess. 

Abreu did a month of 

rehab in the Dominican 
Republic, but money, fam-
ily and insurance issues 
kept her from continuing 
it upon returning to New 
York last January — but 
that didn’t stop her from 
doing rehab her own way.

“All I did was come 
back, grab the basketball, 
and go to a park and play 
in the park with boys,” she 
said.

The 5-foot-9 combo 
guard is listed as a junior 
on the Public School Ath-
letic League website be-
cause the accident caused 
her to fall behind in school. 
The now-16-year-old Abreu 
started high school when 
she was 12. Her academic 
future will be determined 
by how she fi nishes the 
year and her Regents 
scores, according to Grant 
Street coach Corey McFar-
lane. The injury also kept 
her from taking the SAT, 
but Abreu still has interest 
from numerous mid-major 
Division I colleges, McFar-
lane said. 

Abreu competed in lo-
cal leagues last summer, 
but was far from her old 
self. She was a 17-point-
per-game scorer as a soph-
omore, and was considered 
one of the best young play-
ers in the state. Her prog-
ress getting back to form 
is gradual, according to 
McFarlane. At the start of 
this season, she lacked ex-
plosiveness and was barely 
even able to stretch. Simple 
things became milestone 
events. 

“I’ve seen stretching 
be so painful,” McFarlane 
said. “At the same time 
you, have a kid who will 
run down the hall scream-
ing, ‘Look at this.’ ”

Abreu’s positivity and 
energy has been an inspi-
ration for one of the best 
seasons in program his-
tory. Grand Street is 15–8 
and 12–3 in Public School 
Athletic League Class AA 
play — and in contention 
for the city title.

“If something both-
ers her she is not going 

Abreu powers G’Street after 
devastating motorcycle crash 

POWER PLAYER: Abreu has been a driving force behind Grand 
Street’s standout season, despite having her left leg crushed by a 
truck in 2013. Grand Street Campus / Andre Johnson

marketing and events for 
the Dumbo Improvement 
District. “It’s a very un-
safe pedestrian experi-
ence.”

Five pedestrians have 
been hit at the intersec-
tions since 2009, accord-
ing to city data.

The plan also called 
for shared bike-route ar-
rows on York Street, and 
new crosswalks at each 
of the intersections, in-

cluding some paved with 
granite.

A larger redesign is 
in the works, but these 
changes can be made 
quickly, LaBuz said.

“There’s still a lot 
more work to be done,” 
she said.

DUMBO
Continued from page 3

BACK IN ACTION: Grand Street guard Darieli Abreu is back excel-
ling on the court after a serious motorcycle accident. 
 Grand Street Campus / Andre Johnson

to show it,” senior guard 
Arelis Cora said. “She is 
not the person to say I am 
struggling.”

Grand Street is play-
ing its best basketball 
after beating defending 
Class AA city champion 
Francis Lewis in the fi nal 
week of the regular sea-
son to earn the No. 3 seed 
in the upcoming playoffs. 
The Wolves had not lost a 
league game since falling 
to No. 2 Murry Bergtraum 
on Dec. 8. 

The Grand Street 
squad, which won just two 
league games in 2011–12, 
is surprising everyone but 
itself. It has a superb back-
court in Cora, Abreu, and 
Kaisah Lucky. Amani Gra-
ham is a versatile force, 
and sophomore forward 
Shanique Edward is one of 
the city’s best young play-
ers. 

McFarlane believes 
Abreu feeling comfort-
able with a lesser role has 
allowed everyone else to 
shine. She is facilitating 
more while averaging 15 
points per contest and 
four rebounds in league 
play that has helped 
the team get to the next 
level.

Abreu didn’t think she 
could get back on the court 
and be close to herself. 
Knowing what it was like 

to be on one of the worst 
teams in the league, and 
nearly having basketball 
taken away from her, made 
her appreciate this season 
that much more. 

“It’s special, not only 
for me because I was able 
to get back on my game, 
but for everybody,” Abreu 
said. 

It is still hard for her 
teammates to believe what 
she’s gone through. Abreu 
has made it look easy and 
never lost her smile. There 

is a photo of her prior to 
surgery with a cast over 
her knee, but a beaming 
grin on her face. 

The only visible indi-
cation of what happened 
are the remains of the in-
cision on the back of her 
leg. 

“When she got back 
on the court and started 
practicing, it was like the 
injury never happened,” 
Cora said. “You can’t tell 
unless you look at her 
scar.”
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting 
procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue 
your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser 

(FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then 
releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through 
the body during its normal course of detoxification. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients average 
loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to 
the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and keep 
them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: Tuesday, Feb. 24 at 6:15
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 

acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-

ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 

surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 

travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 

without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 

what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 

space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 

discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 

material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-

surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-

cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 

discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 

syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 

solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 

Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 

11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM
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artistic director of the 
New Place Players and 
co-director of the produc-
tion, which will run Feb. 
25–March 19. “With the 
lights on, we’re playing, 
and the audience is play-
ing. You’re defi nitely not 
sitting in the back of a 
theater falling asleep.”

The Prospect Park 
West residence, known as 
Casa Duse, is a character 
in and of itself. The house 
was once home to Martin 
Waldron, who was a god-
son of the famous Italian 
actress Eleonora Duse 
— described by Bacon as 
“the Meryl Streep of her 
day.”

Waldron was a huge 
fan of theater and opera, 
frequently entertaining 
visiting stars. The house, 
which was built in 1899, is 
covered with signed pho-
tographs from the likes 
of Laurence Olivier, Lu-
ciano Pavarotti, and Joan 
Sutherland. The wall-
paper, furnishings, and 
light fi xtures all seem to 
be from an era long ago.

During the perfor-
mance of the Bard’s lively 
comedy, the actors will 
move around the tables, 
leave the room to go “off-
stage,” and occasionally 
interact with the audi-
ence. But, mercifully, the 
play is not audience inter-
active, Bacon said.

“Bottom will occasion-
ally play with the audi-
ence,” he said. “He’ll steal 
a sip of wine once in a 
while. There’s no fourth 
wall, but we don’t abuse 

that fact.”
Actors will also make 

use of puppets and elab-
orate costumes studded 
with lights. And music 
will be provided by the 
fairies, who will sing 
with an accompanying 
guitar and recorded elec-
tronic music. The songs 
are based on the famous 
Felix Mendelssohn com-
positions for the play, but 
with a modern twist, the 
show’s musical director 
said.

“A lot of the music is 
Mendelssohn’s orignial, 
but all re-arranged,” said 
Flavio Gaete. “It’s a wilder 
electronic version.”

The dinner served to 
the audience depends on 
the day — half the shows 
will feature a fi ve-course 
meal with Shakespearean 
undertones prepared by 
chef Zachary O’Neil. The 
other shows, which cost 
less, will have a pasta din-
ner with beer and wine.

Bacon said the cosy 
setup, which only seats 22 
guests, is reminiscent of 
Shakespeare performing 
at the Inns of Court, or at 
the home of a noble.

“We’re creating a con-
temporary Elizabethan 
feast in a way, but on a 
smaller scale,” he said. 
“For both the actors and 
the audience, there’s a 
real intimacy.”

“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” at Casa Duse [16 
Prospect Park West be-
tween Carroll and Presi-
dent streets in Park Slope, 
(646) 266–2762, www.new-
placeplayersnyc .com]. 
Feb. 25, March 4, March 
11, and March 18 at 6:30 
pm. $75. Feb. 26, March 5, 
March 12, and March 19 
at 6:30 pm. $125.

“Mapping Brooklyn,” a new 
exhibition running across 
Bric House in Fort Greene 
and the Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society in Brooklyn 
Heights from Feb. 26.

The artist said she spent 
three years collecting 
enough trash for her 10-by-
10 foot piece. The most com-
mon items she picked up 
were phone cards, shopping 
lists, religious texts and 
fl yers, metro cards, park-
ing meter slips, menus, and 
advertisements. But Mara-
villas said she avoided col-
lecting too many versions 
of the same item, searching 
instead for distinct debris 
that represented the unique 
block it was plucked from. 

“The very best moments 
of my process were when 
I found perfect pieces of 
trash — something that 
showed the culture of a 
place, the vernacular of a 
neighborhood,” she said. 

“Mapping Brooklyn” 
will also feature carto-
graphic creations from 17 
other artists — including 
photography, drawings, 
sculptures, and interactive 
projects — displayed along-
side actual maps from the 

Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety’s archival collection. 
These maps — which in-
clude a 1921 “red scare” 
map of suspected radical 
“racial colonies” and a 1940 
map of Brooklyn blocks 
colored by their average 
monthly rent — can tell us 
a lot more about the bor-
ough than just how to get to 
the subway, a representa-
tive from the Brooklyn His-
torical Society said.

“The maps have all sorts 
of implications or histori-
cal attitudes and assump-
tions about the world,” said 
Deborah Shwartz, presi-
dent of the Brooklyn His-

torical Society.
Maravillas’s piece fo-

cuses on Brooklyn as a 
whole, but other participat-
ing artists were even more 
hyper-local in focus, hon-
ing in on a single neigh-
borhood or an aspect of a 
neighborhood. One piece 
is a fusion of drawing and 
cartography that creates 
a poetic story exploring 
the history hidden in the 
area surrounding Prospect 
Park, while another ex-
plores the history of graf-
fi ti in Bushwick, said Eliza-
beth Ferrer, Bric’s curator 
of contemporary art. 

Less local but no less 
impressive, the show will 
also host artist Joyce Ko-
zloff’s 2000 work “Targets,” 
a nine-foot walk-in globe 
painted with aerial maps 
of areas around the world 
that have been bombed by 
the US military.

“Mapping Brooklyn” 
at Bric House [647 Fulton 
St. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 855-7882, 
www.bricartsmedia.org]. 
Opening reception Feb. 25 
at 7 pm. Free. Through May 
3. And at the Brooklyn His-
torical Society [128 Pierre-
pont St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222–
4111, www.brooklynhistory.
org]. Feb. 26–Sept. 6.

Continued from page 1 

MAP

ON THE MAP: Artist Jennifer Maravillas sits on her giant map of Brooklyn, which she created out of 
litter collected around the borough. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued from page 1 

MIDSUMMER

MIDSUMMER IN MID-WINTER: Craig Bacon is the artistic di-
rector for a production of Shakespeare sit in an Park Slope 
townhouse that once served as a gathering place for the stars.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE: Joyce 
Kozloff’s “Targets” is a nine-
foot walk-in globe featuring 
maps of areas bombed by the 
US military. Joyce Kozloff

Hoax worlds collide as artist Brian Whiteley, the man be-
hind the Green-Wood Cemetery clown and the Prospect 
Park Bigfoot, poses in his Sasquatch suit holding a bal-
loon. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Bigfoot big top

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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US Health Regulators and CMS 
Approves Coverage for CT Low Dose 
Lung Cancer Screening. 

CANDIDATES FOR CT LOW DOSE LUNG SCREENING
If you are a current smoker or former smoker, between the ages of 55 and 77, 
you may now be eligible for a Low Dose CT Lung Screening Exam. 
Covered 100% by Medicare as Preventive Exam. No Copay/Deductible.

LUNG CANCER IS THE NUMBER ONE CANCER KILLER IN AMERICA.
A 5 second exam to save your life.

Ask your physician for a CT Lung Screening Referral or for more information on CT Low Dose Lung Screening Exam at BRMI

Contact us at: (718) 238-7000 X-332, 333, 421 or visit our website @ www.brmi.org

BRMI @ 76TH STREET
7601 4th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209

BRMI @ BORO PARK
3802 14th Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11218

BRMI @ DYKER HEIGHTS
7117 13th Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11228

BRMI @ NARROWS
9920 4th Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11209

BRMI @ MIDWOOD
1220 Ave P
Brooklyn, NY 11229

Bay Ridge Medical Imaging
Visit us at brmi.org
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FLIPFLIP

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
City building inspectors 
kicked the residents of 10 
apartments out of the ille-
gally converted warehouse 
they called home last week 
in a sudden move that fol-
lowed years of inaction.

A former resident of 249 
Norman Ave. and mother to 
small children said she has 
no place to go, and that the 
eviction came as a total sur-
prise.

“I am lacking the words 
in my English,” said ten-
ant Joanna Lewczuk, who 
lives with her husband and 
two toddlers and has been 
there since 2010. “I am a to-
tal mess right now.”

City offi cials confi rmed 
that it kicked the tenants 
out for their own safety, 
because the building has 
no fi re escape or second 
exit. Buildings department 
spokesman Alexander Sch-

nell said the tenants can 
move back in once the land-
lord fi xes the issue. But it 
appears that the landlord, 
United Realty Corporation, 
has no intention of doing 
so. 

An e-mail purporting 
to be from a United Realty 
employee named Lee Yam, 
provided by Lewczuk, 
reads:

“I’m sure you are aware 
of the notice to vacate is-
sued yesterday by the build-
ing department. Unfortu-
nately, this will be the fi nal 
decision made and we are 
unable to override this de-
cision. We sincerely apol-
ogize for the unexpected 
announcement. This has be-
come a major inconvenience 
and lost on both ends. 

“Please be advised to 
move out everything by to-
day. We will return your se-
curity deposit accordingly.”

Lewczuk said that the 
buildings department as-
sured her that tenants have a 
week to remove their things, 
not a day.

She added that she had 
no idea until Feb. 10, the 
day of the eviction, that 
the apartments were ille-
gal.

“I called the city years 
ago to complain about car-
bon monoxide and rats, and 
no one ever showed up,” 
said Lewczuk. “You would 
think they would have no-
ticed if they did that there 
were no certifi cates of occu-
pancy here.”

Department of Buildings 
records show that a caller 
alerted the city to the illegal 
conversion in October, 2010, 
but it is not clear whether in-
spectors went into the build-
ing and investigated at that 
time. The city issued a stop-
work order on construction 

and issued three violations 
in 2011, but did not force any 
tenants to leave.

Lewczuk said she knew 
her property manager only 
as “Nigel,” and that ten-
ants sent checks made out 
to United Realty to Master 
Kitchen Supplies, a stain-
less steel business in Man-
hattan’s Chinatown sec-
tion. 

United Realty did not re-
turn calls for comment. 

Lewczuk said that a 
friend offered to put her and 
her children up for a few 
days, and that her husband 
is staying with his brother. 
But beyond that, she does 
not know where she and her 
family will go.

The eviction came the 
same day that police ar-
rested 49 of 50 building 
inspectors, landlords, 
property managers, and 
contractors on a slew of 

bribery charges, including 
allegations that a Brooklyn 
building inspector evicted 
tenants under the false pre-
tenses of a city vacate order, 

at landlords’ behest, erased 
building violations, and 
created records of building 
inspections that never hap-
pened.

City evicts tenants from lofts it long ignored

HARD TIMES: Andrew and Jennie Drogoszewski are struggling to 
pack up their belongings and fi nd a new place for them, their two 
dogs, and their expected child to live. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

OUT IN THE COLD

*Lease $999 down +Tax+DMV+Bank Fee +1st payment, special APR & lease subject to lender approval.* All prices are subject to manufacturers destination, factory rebates and incentives. 

DMV fee and taxes are excluded, must finance through manufacture bank, for well qualified buyers only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offer ends on 02-28-2015.
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com


