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BY MAX JAEGER
They’re the original hip-
sters.

A pair of septuagenar-
ian Bay Ridge residents 
have been bringing a slice 
of Americana to Brook-
lyn for more than 30 years 
— and they’re not being 
ironic about it. 

Kentucky-born Don Coy 
and his Brooklyn-native 
wife Dot teach square danc-
ing at Kingsborough Com-
munity College and call 
dances for a group called Al 
E Mo’s in Gravesend. The 
pair said the countrifi ed 
dance had a bigger foothold 
in Brooklyn decades ago, 

but now it’s growing out of 
step with the times. 

“It’s been in New York 
for a long time, but it’s not 
as popular as it used to 
be,” said Dot Coy, whose 
mother taught American 
folk dance at Fort Hamil-
ton High School. “It was 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Sheepshead Bay’s swan enthusi-
asts can save their beloved birds — 
but it’ll cost them.

More than a year after the 
Department of Environmental 

Conservation an-
nounced its plan 
to exterminate all 
of the state’s mute 
swans, and  local 
lawmakers cried 

foul , the department 
unveiled a  new mute swan 
management plan this 

month , which would spare 
the birds from certain death — but 
only if individuals or local govern-
ments foot the bill to care for them 
in captivity at licensed facilities.

Pro-swan activists say this ran-
som demand is simply passing the 
buck.

“I think the DEC is trying to 
shift the burden of wildlife man-
agement to local municipalities 
and that is offensive,” said David 
Karopkin, the founder of Goose-
Watch NYC, which  agitates to save 
large birds from state execution . 
“The idea that the only acceptable 

BY MAX JAEGER
Students from Brooklyn’s 
concrete jungle got to see the 
real thing on a trip to the Pe-
ruvian Amazon last month. 

Twenty-fi ve students 
from MS 136 in Sunset 
Park spent a week at the 
Wild Yarapa Amazon Jun-
gle Lodge outside of Iqui-
tos, Peru from Feb. 13 to 

19. The week-long trek gave 
the kids a break from the 
borough’s harsh winter — 
but not from their studies, 
the principal said.

“They left the cold and 
the rain and went into this 
heat and humidity,” said 
MS 136 principal Eric Sack-
ler. “But when we go in, they 

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 8Continued on page 6

‘ShatShow’ 
celebrates 

Shatner’s crud
BY MAX JAEGER

Boldly watch what no man has 
seen before.

A couple of cinephiles are 
showing two of actor William 
Shatner’s lesser-known cuts for 
their annual celebra-
tion of the actor’s 
obscure oeuvre 
at Freddy’s Bar 
on March 22. 
The organizers 
of the Park Slope 
bar’s monthly 
screening night 
Obsolete Cinema 
said their third an-
nual ShatShow will be a special 
one, because it falls on Shatner’s 
birthday.

“On March 22, 1931, he came 
to the world in Montreal, and now 
we’re bringing him to Brook-

Continued on page 8
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DOSEY DO: Don Coy calls a 
dance in Gravesend.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

DEEP CUTS: Josh Machlin of Obsolete Cinema is screening two of Wiliam Shatner’s lesser-known works at Freddy’s Bar 
in Park Slope on March 22. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Jungle bookworms Hip to be square dancing

State’s 
swan 

ransom BEAM ME IN
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure designed 
to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities 
without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 

for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxifi cation. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients 
average loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches 
compared to the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off  excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: March 31 at 6:15 pm
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona removes inches, more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The 
Doctors.  I have to say, I didn’t believe it at fi rst either.”        

—  Dr. Drew Ordon - Lead Physician on the Hit T.V. Show “The Doctors” 

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum is growing up, 
but it’s not forgetting its 
roots.

That’s the message the 
116-year-old kids institu-
tion’s new leader wants to 
send following a scathing 
New York Times article in 
which current and former 
staffers  accused museum 
management of forsaking 
its working-class neighbors 
in Crown Heights  in favor of 
outside-the-neighborhood 
expansions and program-
ming changes aimed at 
hooking gentrifying trans-
plants — and their spend-
ing power. The museum is 
getting an annex in Dumbo, 
but it is also working on 
three projects on its home 
campus in Crown Heights, 
which Stephanie Wilchfort, 
the  newly minted president , 
said shows how committed 

her team is to serving all 
Brooklynites.

“Before we do anything 
in Dumbo, we’re opening a 
20,000-square-foot perfor-
mance space that will serve 
the neighborhood here,” she 
said. “We love our neighbor-
hood. We value our neigh-
borhood. But we consider 
all of Brooklyn our commu-
nity.”

The performance space 
Wilchfort mentioned is part 
of a new $8.5 million rooftop 
pavilion, that will be able 
to fi t 700 people, and also 
includes a play area and 
a nature walk. The proj-
ect began in 2008 and is be-
ing funded by money from 
the city and state. Wilch-
fort expects it to open later 
this year and hopes to host 
a series of dance parties on 
the roof during the inaugu-
ral season. Eventually, the 
space is set to be used for 

environmentally oriented 
programming, such as live 
animal demonstrations or 
science fairs, as well as pub-
lic performances focused on 
particular cultures.

The museum also has 
plans to reopen a children’s 
garden that has been shut-
tered since 2013 because of 
structural problems with 
a retaining wall. The wall 
is predicted to cost $3.5 
million to repair, and af-
ter that work is done, addi-
tional money will be spent 
for landscaping and a play-
ground, Wilchfort said. She 
hopes to open the green 
space by 2017.

Another big project 
planned for the Crown 
Heights building is a 200-
seat indoor auditorium set 
to open in 2019. Costing $6.7 
million, the facility is sup-
posed to host school groups 
and family-friendly perfor-

mances.
The Dumbo space, being 

called the BCM Studio, will 
occupy the ground fl oor of 
a new 12-story residential 
building on John Street. 
The site of that building was 
once used for a temporary 
art installation involving 
a fi eld of clover,  which may 
or may not have served as 
the last meal for some goats 
that were set out to graze 
then picked up by a van be-
longing to a halal meat com-
pany under mysterious cir-
cumstances .

The museum is getting 
the Dumbo space for $1 per 
year, and it will be built out 
by the building’s developer, 
Alloy. Wilchfort said she 
is still hammering out the 
specifi cs about what kind 
of programming will go 
there, but she wants to see 
a hands-on learning envi-
ronment that incorporates 

elements of the arts and sci-
ences.

“The idea is to create an 
interdisciplinary space that 
stands at the intersection 
of STEM and the arts,” she 
said.

Some of the exhibits 
at the annex will be free, 
while other programming 

will cost parents a fee. 
Wilchfort said this is the 
same model employed at 
the home campus, where 30 
percent of the 250,000 visi-
tors each year do not pay 
admission, because they 
are either attending a free 
event or come on Thurs-

New children’s museum head has big plans

NO TUNNEL VISION: Just-arrived Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
president Stephanie Wilchfort says the institution’s expansion 
doesn’t mean it is forgetting about working-class neighbors. 
 Photo by Cate Dingley

The cradle will rock

Continued on page 5
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BY MAX JAEGER
He’s the candidate formerly 
known as Vincent.

Councilman Vincent “Vin-
nie” Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) 
has adopted the diminutive 
version of his moniker for 
his run to replace disgraced 
former Rep. Michael Grimm, 
breaking with past campaigns 
where he went whole-hog with 
his handle. 

The congressional hope-
ful’s new campaign literature 
refers exclusively to “Vinnie” 
Gentile, but posters from pre-
vious runs for state Senate 
and the Council have always 
identifi ed him as “Vincent.”

Politicos speculated the 
move may be an attempt to in-
gratiate himself to Staten Is-
landers, who comprise most 
of the 11th Congressional Dis-
trict.

“It could be alleged that 
he’s trying to be more Staten 
Island-like by calling himself 
Vinnie,” said Democratic strat-
egist Hank Sheinkopf. “He 
is certainly the underdog, so 
anything he can do to help is 
good.”

A conservative said the ap-
parent attempt at boosting his 
forgotten borough bona fi des 
belies a fundamental discon-
nection from Rock voters.

“The worst thing you can 
do is look like you don’t un-
derstand [Staten] Island,” said 
former Grimm aide Liam Mc-
Cabe, who heads the Brook-
lyn South Conservative Club 
and worked for the last man to 
hold the seat.

Boosters, on the other hand, 
said the move would resonate 
with voters in New York’s most 
bucolic borough.

“The people on Staten Is-
land know him as ‘Vinnie,’ ” 
said Shorefront Democratic 
Club president Dilia Schack. 
“He’s the same Gentile.”

Conservatives don’t seem 
to hold it against him, either.

“I’ve known him since he 
was in grammar school, and 
he’s always been Vinnie,” said 
Jerry Kassar, chairman of the 
Kings County Conservative 
Party.

And even his opponent 
evoked Shakespeare’s famous 
query: “What’s in a name?”

Bay Ridge Councilman Gentile adopts shorter name in congressional bid

VINNIE, VIDI, VICI: (Above) Con-
gressional hopeful “Vinnie” Gentile 
stumps for votes at a rally against 
House Republicans’ proposed bud-
get. The Democrat adopted the 
slogan “A fresh start” after for-
mer Rep. Michael Grimm resigned 
in disgrace, but it could just as 
easily apply to his new monicker. 
(Right) A poster from Councilman 
“Vincent” Gentile’s re-election 
campaign back when he was more 
formal with voters. 

My candidate Vinnie
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Councilman Vincent Gentile adopted the “Vinnie” moniker for his congressional bid against Staten Island 

District Attorney Dan Donovan, but that’s not the only position he’s changed over the years. The former 

state senator and three-term councilman has shifted his position on several key issues over the course of his 

19-year political career. 

The variations of Vinnie over the years

Bensonhurst transfer station
Gentile’s initial support for a waste trans-

fer station in Gravesend could be his undoing 
on Staten Island — once rumored to have a 
dump so large it was visible from space — said 
a critic who challenged Gentile for his council 
seat in 2013.
“Staten Island is the grandchild of dumps,” 
said John Quaglione, also an aide to state Sen. 
Martin Golden (R–Bay Ridge). “Dan Donovan 
just has to say [Gentile] supported a dump in 
Brooklyn, and [Gentile is] fi nished.”

As a councilman, the congressional as-
pirant  voted to approve Mayor Bloomberg’s 
2006 Solid Waste Management Plan  — which 
included provisions for a waste transfer sta-
tion in Gravesend. 

But he changed his tune about the pro-
posal, which enjoyed broad support in the 
Council, after fi nding out the facility could 

negatively impact neighbors.
“I was compelled to reexamine the plan to 

build a waste transfer station at Bay 41st near 
Gravesend Bay after reviewing startling new 
information uncovered by my friend and col-
league Assemblyman Colton,”  Gentile told 
the Brooklyn Eagle in 2013 .  

Term limits
As councilman, the pol voted against ex-

tending term limits in 2008, but sought reelec-
tion to a third term in 2013. 

Gentile didn’t support extension for city 
lawmakers because there was no referendum 
on the matter, he told this paper.

Voters repealed the term limit extension 
in 2010, but Gentile, along with other politi-
cians in offi ce when the extension went into 
effect, was allowed to try for a three-peat 
and decided to run,  arguing his constituents 
would determine whether he deserved a third 

go-round . 
“Three terms is appropriate if people vote 

for the person for the three terms,” he said. 
“The point is that at the time of the vote, there 
was no public referendum. I thought there 
needed to be a public referendum. You go for 
another term based on your record, and I 
think that my record, as we will lay out in the 
campaign, endorses a third term.”

Gay rights
Gentile voted against a gay rights bill 

while serving in the state Senate, but has 
since supported a several gay-friendly bills as 
a councilman.

 In a recent interview with NY1’s Errol 
Louis , Gentile said he didn’t support the state 
Sexual Orientation Non-Discrimination Act, 
which prohibits discrimination based on sex-
ual preference, because it didn’t have a reli-

“We’ve had a mayor who was elected whose 
name was Rudy, was Mike, was Bill … I’m Dan, 
so I’m not too sure that matters too much to vot-
ers,” said the Republican nominee, Staten Island 
District Attorney Dan Donovan.

Of course, Gentile wouldn’t be the fi rst Brook-
lyn pol who has adjusted his name before run-
ning for offi ce. Mayor Bill DeBlasio was born 
Warren Wilhelm.

Gentile said the shortened name is not part of 
a larger re-branding.

“There wasn’t a lot of analytical strategy 
here,” he said. “We decided ‘Vinnie’ would be a 
more familiar thing to put on a poster. On the 
ballot I’ll be ‘Vincent.’ ”

As far as nicknames go, the pol is in good 
company.

Famous Vinnies include actor Vinnie Jones, 
California hotdog mogul Vinnie Edmark, and 
Vinnie Vincent of the hard-rock band Kiss.

Among those who spell the diminutive with 
a “y” are Vinny Guadagnino of “Jersey Shore,” 
quarterback Vinny Testaverde, and margin-
ally competent fi ctional lawyer Vinny Gambini, 
the titular character from 1992’s “My Cousin 
Vinny.”

Gentile opted for the “ie” construction be-
cause that’s how he’s always spelled it, he said.

Gentile’s given name is derived from the 
Latin “vincere,” which means “to win,” but crit-
ics were split over whether the name could be a 
self-fulfi lling prophecy in the lawmaker’s con-

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
This is different kind of 
horror story.

A Park Slope author 
has penned a new novel 
about the terrifying expe-
rience of apartment-hunt-
ing in Brooklyn. The book 
was inspired in part from 
her own experiences in the 
wilderness of New York’s 
rental market, the writer 
said.

“This is your home 
you’re talking about,” 
said Lindsey Palmer, who 
will launch her novel “If 
We Lived Here” at Green-
light Bookstore in Fort 
Greene on March 25. 
“That is the essence of 
your feeling of safety and 
security. That’s hard to do 
already, but it is so much 
harder here.”

“If We Lived Here” fol-
lows the travails of Nick 
and Emma, a 30-something 
couple planning to move 
in together and the ab-
surd hoops they must jump 
through in order to put a 
roof over their heads. 

Palmer, who moved to 
New York a decade ago, 
said she has gone through 
six apartment hunts since 
then, and worked some of 
her own nightmares and 
leftover neuroses into the 
plot. She said her trials will 
be familiar to anyone who 
has suffered through the 
universal but still lonely 

process of fi nding a home 
in New York.

“Everyone has experi-
enced this, but you’re on 
your own,” Palmer said. “I 
have such memories of be-
ing in the thick of it and 
having people tell me ‘It al-
ways works out,’ but that’s 
cold comfort when you’re 
thinking you’ll never fi nd 
a place.”

The novel also explores 
how women’s friendships 
evolve as they leave their 

20s and begin to grow up 
— or don’t. Palmer,  whose 
previous novel “Pretty in 
Ink”  was based on her time 
working in the women’s 
magazine industry, began 
writing the book shortly 
before turning 30, a time 
she said she and her friends 
began to lead very different 
lives from one another.

“I’m not sure about 
men, but that time looms 
large in women’s lives,” 
she said. “I have friends 
who are settling down and 
having babies, and I have 
friends who are e-mailing 
me about their Tinder dates 
last night.”

Lindsey Palmer 
launches “If We Lived Here” 
at Greenlight Books [686 
Fulton St. at S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200, www.green-
lightbookstore.com.] March 
25 at 7:30 pm. Free.

Slope author writes about apartment-hunting

HOME SWEET HOME: Novelist 
Lindsey Palmer in her own Park 
Slope apartment. 
 Photo by Cate Dingley

Open-house of horrors

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS
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MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!
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Sterling!
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Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

THE PROCESS  
IS QUICK,  

EASY,  
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS

Serving the 
community for  
over 50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
Visit us online or
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

$50 . 
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

days between 2 pm and 5 
pm, when it is free to get 
in.

The museum cur-
rently has a full-time 
staff of 35 employees, and 
40 part-timers. Wilchfort 
said they are devoted and 
thrifty.

“They do amazing 
things on a shoestring 
budget,” she said.

She noted that the 
new space will be about 
one-sixtieth the size of 

the original. The 2008 
economic collapse hit the 
museum hard, prompt-
ing a prolonged series 
of budget cuts that led to 
25 layoffs, as the Times 
reported. But Wilchfort 
said staffi ng the Dumbo 
outpost should not strain 
the institution very 
much.

“At 1,700-square-feet, 
it’s a true a studio,” she 
said. “We’re not talk-
ing about a tremendous 
amount of additional 
staffi ng. It will not create 
a meaningful diversion of 
resources.”

MUSEUM
Continued from page 2

gressional bid.
McCabe admitted that 

Gentile is a strong politi-
cal presence.

“He’s a better can-
didate than [Domenic] 
Recchia,” said McCabe, 
referring to the guy 
who lost to Grimm de-
spite Grimm’s pending 
federal indictment on 
tax fraud charges. “Po-

litically, he’s a definite 
force.”

But John Quaglione, 
press secretary for state 
Sen. Marty Golden (R–
Bay Ridge), thinks the 
Brooklyn councilman 
doesn’t stand a chance on 
the rugged lands of Shao-
lin.

“Barring a perfect 
storm, I don’t see how he 
wins it,” said Quaglione, 
who lost to Gentile in a 
bid for his Council seat in 
the last election.

gious exemption. 
“It wasn’t because of 

what was in the bill — it 
was because of what was 
not in the bill,” said Gen-
tile,  who was once accused 

by a male aide of sexual ha-
rassment . “Everything in 
the bill was fi ne.” 

The lawmaker added 
that he supported state bills 
establishing hate crime 
enhancements for crimes 
against gay people before 
joining the Council in 2002.

— Max Jaeger

Continued from page 3 

VINNIE

CALL ME ‘VINNIE’: Councilman Vincent Gentile takes the oath of 
offi ce in 2010 for his second term. File photo by Ted Levin

Continued from page 3 

VARIATIONS

From left, Melissa O’Connell, Travis Pearson, Chris Castel-
lano, and Gary Geefe take the party outside of classic Wind-
sor Terrace Irish bar Farrell’s during the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in Park Slope on March 15. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Paddy on parade
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actually do a lot of hands-
on work — see and learn 
as much as possible from 
guides and local villagers. 
It starts from the moment 
they get onto the plane.”

Indeed, the work began 
long before they left, the 
principal said. Each year, 
the school selects 25 stu-
dents to take its annual, 
school-funded trip, then 
teachers prep kids on their 
destination’s culture, geog-
raphy, fl ora, and fauna with 
three months of early-morn-
ing classes, Sackler said.

Upstate New Yorker 
Stephan Jablonski and 
his bushwhacking friend 
Rusty Johnson built the 
jungle lodge with $54,000 
Jablonski won on the game 
show “Wheel of Fortune” 
in 2012. The Travel Chan-
nel has chronicled the 
duo’s efforts to build the re-
mote getaway in a six-part 
documentary series called 
“ Hotel Amazon .”

The tangle of teens was 
the jungle chalet’s fi rst big 
group of lodgers, Jablonski 
said.

“This was a big deal for 
us. We’ve had soft open-
ings, but this was the big-
gest group we had, and 
you’re dealing with 25 kids 
age 11 to 14,” he said. “The 
kids had a great time. They 
didn’t want to leave.”

Students went bird-watch-
ing, transplanted medicinal 
jungle fl ora into a lodge gar-
den, and visited two nearby 
villages to speak with locals 
and donate school supplies, 
Sackler said.

Beside learning from 
a textbook, students got 
to see what it is like to 
live in such wild terrain, 
Jablonski said.

“These are inner city 
kids. Most of them have 
never been in an environ-
ment like this before,” he 
said. “Some of them didn’t 
know how to use a shovel.”

This is not the fi rst in-
ternational trip the Sun-
set Park middle school 
has taken. In the past, the 
school has taken pupils to 
Mexico, Costa Rica, Puerto 
Rico, the South Dakota 
badlands, the Florida Ever-
glades, and Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, Sackler said.

The principal said he fa-
vors trips to Spanish-speak-
ing countries for the ben-
efi t of his school’s largely 
Hispanic population.

“A lot of my kids are La-
tino, so we look at the Span-
ish infl uence on coloniza-
tion,” he said. “It gives inner 
city kids an opportunity to 
experience a whole different 
way of seeing the world.”

“ Hotel Amazon ” pre-
miered March 9 and airs 
Mondays at 10 pm on The 
Travel Channel. The six-part 
documentary ends on April 
13.

mute swan in New York 
State is one that lives in a 
zoo-like condition is not one 
that sits well with me.”

The department said 
that its new plan will keep 
800 birds alive in the wild 
— out of a total of more than 
2,000 birds in New York 
City, Long Island, and three 
surrounding counties. The 
rest will be destroyed, ac-
cording to the department, 
but it would allow individu-
als or towns, villages, and 
other municipalities save 
them by taking on the bur-
den of maintaining the 
birds in licensed facilities. 

“Because many people 

object to the use of lethal 
control methods, especially 
killing adult birds, DEC 
will use ‘non-lethal’ meth-
ods … where practical and 
timely, to achieve the man-
agement objectives,” the 
plan states. “[T]his will re-
quire some commitment 
of funding and assistance 
from organizations and in-
dividuals who wish to see 
non-lethal options used to 
the extent possible. Place-
ment and proper care of 
swans … can be costly to 
local governments or com-
munities, but if people who 
enjoy seeing mute swans 
are willing to support such 
programs, DEC will coop-
erate with those efforts.”

Last year,  the depart-
ment announced it planned 

to kill all mute swans in 
the state by 2025 because 
the birds were an invasive 
species.  It said the birds 
displaced native wildlife 
species, destroyed aquatic 
vegetation, damaged water 
quality, posed a threat to 
aviation, and had the poten-
tial to attack residents.  

The plan prompted As-
semblyman Steven Cym-
browitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) to buy time for the 
bay’s beloved birds with a 
bill requiring a two-year 
moratorium on the plan. 
The bill passed the Assem-
bly and the Senate but was 
vetoed by the governor. 
 Cymbrowitz reintroduced 
the bill in February . 

The president of the Re-
gal Swan Foundation said 

the department doesn’t ac-
tually expect municipali-
ties to raise enough money 
to save the birds — instead, 
she said, the ultimatum is 
the department’s way of 
shifting the guilt onto in-
dividuals and local govern-
ments when the department 
kills the birds and blames it 
on those who couldn’t af-
ford to keep them.

The Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
is accepting comments on 
its swan management plan 
through April 24. Write to 
NYSDEC Bureau of Wild-
life, Swan Management 
Plan, 625 Broadway, Al-
bany, NY 12233-4754 or send 
an e-mail to FW.wildlife@
dec.ny.gov with the subject 
“Swan Plan.” 

Continued from page 1 

SWANS

Continued from page 1 

JUNGLE

BY VANESSA OGLE
Under the Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion’s new mute swan man-
agement plan, individu-
als or local governments 
can save swans by fund-
ing their captivity in a li-
censed facility. The stipu-
lations are that caretakers 
must adhere to the depart-
ment’s guidelines, which 
means the birds may not 
wander off the property 
and the birds may not re-
produce, according to the 
department.

So what would it cost to 
save a mute swan? The de-
partment couldn’t give an 
estimate, so we talked to a 
few fowl experts for a com-
pletely unscientifi c study of 
the price the state is putting 
on a mute swan’s head.

To ensure that the 
swans don’t fl y away, ac-
cording to Sheila Bolin, 
president of the Regal Swan 
Foundation, you would 
have to perform a pin-
ion — the amputation of a 
bird’s joint. Bolin said it is 

a costly procedure that can 
be fatal when attempted 
on birds older than three 
weeks.  An alternative to a 
pinion is clipping the bird’s 
wings but Bolin said wing 
clipping has to be per-
formed twice a year, and if 
the bird still manages to fl y 
away, you will have a dead 
bird — and costly fi ne. 

“The DEC will shoot ’em 
out of the sky and charge 
you a $500 fi ne,” she said. 

The largest expense 

will be maintaining a 
swan’s natural setting. 
Wildlife rehabilitator Ei-
leen Jones, who takes care 
of two swans in her home, 
said she installed a pool 
with a fi ltering system, 
which cost a whopping 
$5,000. The bird lover said 
a potential swan caretaker 
also has to factor in elec-
tricity costs for the fi lter, 
but she said she doesn’t 
know how much it will 
cost, because she tries not 

to think about how much 
money she spends on her 
fi ne, feathered friends.

“To be perfectly hon-
est, I’ve never wanted to 
know how much it costs 
to take care of them,” said 
Jones.

After the big one-time 
fees, there are still every-
day expenses. Jones said 
the food she feeds her fowl is 
only available at CG Feeds 
in Staten Island, which 
means a frequent $15 toll.  A 
50-pound bag costs $21 and 
birds eat about 4 to 6 pounds 
a day , so one bag of feed 
would last about 10 days. 

Here is our total break-
down of the cost of keeping 
one mute swan safe from 
execution for one year: 

$700 for the pinion fee 
$5,000 for the pool and 

fi ltering system
$766.50 for feed
$547.50 in tolls cost to 

purchase food from across 
the Narrows

Total cost $7,014 — and 
$7,514 if your swan fl ies 
the coop.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2015 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

How much would a swan cost?

HACKING IT: The trip was the fi rst time in the wilderness for many 
of the MS 136 students, but they caught on quick, the principal said.
 Eric Sackler

TAKE ME HOME?: A new plan from the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation will spare swans that local governments 
or individuals take in and pay for. Photo by Anne-Katrin Titze
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Enrico Ascher, MD

Natalie Marks, MDAnil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family!

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think!
They are known to be “silent killers”.

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist.

www.VascularNYC.com

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 

acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-

ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 

surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 

travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 

without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 

what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 

space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 

discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 

material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-

surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-

cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 

discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 

syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 

solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 

Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 

11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM
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lyn,” said Obsolete Cinema co-
founder Tony Nigro.

Nigro and partner Joshua 
Machlin have been putting on 
Obsolete Cinema every month 
since 2011, and said the man 
best known as Capt. James T. 
Kirk embodies what the zany 
movie night is all about.

“He is a muse in the sense 
that here’s a guy who’s primar-
ily known for one role — and, 
of course, that has blossomed 
over the years into various 
self-parodies — but he has a re-
ally deep career,” said Nigro. 
“He’s a hard-working actor 
and, despite that, he never re-
ally disappeared into his roles 
— he’s always Shatner.”

The theme of this year’s 
ShatShow is “Sex, Drugs, and 
Shatner,” so the pair is show-
ing 1961’s “The Explosive Gen-
eration” — where Shatner plays 
an overly encouraging sex-ed 
teacher — and the 1973 made-
for-television movie adaptation 
of “Go Ask Alice” — in which he 
portrays the father of a drug-ad-
dled teen. The night will also in-
clude Shatner trivia and prizes.

The duo said creating a 
theme for the cinematic cele-

bration helps them avoid main-
stream Bill.

“When we fi rst started it 
was really easy, but when you 
get to the third one, the chal-
lenge becomes: when do you not 
go to ‘Star Trek?’” Nigro said.

Audience members at the 
last two ShatShows were not 
shy about doing impressions of 
Shatner — best-known for his 
over-emoting, halting speech, 
and general scenery-chewing 
— but no one has actually gone 
the whole hog and dressed as 
the impresario of stage and 
screen, Nigro said. Not yet, 
anyway.

“We get people doing Shat-
ner impressions, but dressing 
up? God, I wish they would 
dress up,” he said.

Typically, the duo screens 
movies in the Video Home Sys-
tem format, but Nigro and Mach-
lin couldn’t fi nd analog versions 
of this year’s Shatner fl icks, so 
they had to settle for a margin-
ally less obsolete medium. 

“DVD is practically obso-
lete too, so it’s good enough for 
us,” Nigro said.

Obsolete Cinema ShatShow 
III: Sex, Drugs, and Shatner! 
at Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th streets 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–0131]. 
March 22 at 4 pm. Free.

very big in New York —  most 
of the schools had square dance 
classes in those days.”

Rural rug-cutting came to 
New York during the 1950s folk 
revival, and it was taught in 
practically every public school 
in the city, according to a pro-
fessional dancer who takes in-
struction from the Coys.

“I did folk dance many moons 
ago when I was in school,” said 
Katherine Shorr, who lives in 
Midwood but went to junior 
high school in Manhattan in 
the late 1950s. “When I was go-
ing, we all did some type of 
square dancing.”

But newfangled entertain-
ment is threatening to send 
square dancing the way of the 
Charleston, the Hustle, and the 
Macarena.

“Attendance is way down 
since I began in 1973,” said Don 
Coy,  who moved to Brooklyn 
from Louisville, Kentucky, in 
1990 to be with Dot. “There are 
too many things for people to 
do — they’re interested in their 
computers and iPods.”

But the duo has been keeping 
the dance alive, teaching classes 
at Kingsborough — which re-

quires physical education majors 
take dance classes — and to Al E 
Mo’s, a group that meets weekly 
in the basement of Gravesend’s 
Saint Simon & Jude Parish on 
Avenue T.

“That’s practically all I do 
these days,” said Don, who re-
tired in 1995 and recently cut an 
 album of original music called 
“Don Sings from the Heart.”  

Meanwhile, up in Brooklyn’s 
more hipster-populated neigh-
borhoods, old-timey dance has 
seen a resurgence among a 
younger set, in tandem with a 
revival of  fi ddle and banjo mu-
sic .  

Borough-wide, the dance is 
actually on the upswing, thanks 
to stalwarts like the Coys, the 
president of Al E Mo’s said.

“We are getting more people 
interested, so I think it is get-
ting more popular,” said Kathy 
Colucci, who leads the 76-strong 
Gravesend group and has been 
dancing together for 12 years.

Hoedowns are de rigueur in 
the Hudson Valley, as well as 
in New Jersey,  where the state 
dance is square , she said. A de-
cades-old push to make square 
dancing New York state’s offi -
cial dance might even get new 
life from the new blood.

“Maybe we should try it 
again,” she said.

Continued from page 1 

SHATNER
Continued from page 1 

SQUARE

PARTNERS: Ridge square dance instructors 
Dot and Don Coy have been an item on and off 
the dance fl oor for nearly 30 years. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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Prix Fixe Menu
APPETIZERS

(Choose One)
Caprino Salad mixed greens, goat cheese, tomatoes 

& nuts with a raspberry vinaigrette
Mozzarella di Casa homemade mozzarella, tomatoes, 

roasted peppers & olive oil
Cold Antipasto prosciutto, salami, roasted peppers, 

olives, provolone, artichoke hearts & fresh mozzarella
Grilled Portobello topped with roasted peppers & mozzarella

Baked Clams (6)
Calamari Fritti

Stuff Baby Artichoke hearts (4)

ENTREÉ
(Choose One)

Cheese Ravioli Pomodoro
Roasted Leg of Lamb red wine reduction

Homemade Meat Lasagna
Beef Braciola with Cavatelli beef top round fi lled with prosciutto 

and fresh herbs in a marinara sauce
Chicken Vesuvio sautéed chicken breast topped with 

roasted peppers & fresh mozzarella
Linguine Rio Mare calamari, clams & mussels in a marinara 

or fra diavolo sauce
Veal Marsala sauteed in a light marsala wine sauce with mushrooms

Fettucine Lamb Ragu minced lamb in a homemade Italian sauce
Rack of Lamb add $5 oven roasted in a worcestershire sauce served 

with broccoli rabe

DESSERT
(Choose One)

KIDS MENU
APPETIZER 

Mozzarella Sticks
ENTREÉ

Chicken Fingers with Famous Fries or Individual Pizza
DESSERT  

Vanilla or Chocolate Ice Cream

$15.0 0

7305 Third Avenue, Brooklyn
718.745.0222

www.VesuvioBayRidge.com

AVIATOR
SPORTS
CENTER

MARCH 26
5:00–8:30PM

3159 FLATBUSH AVE.
BROOKLYN, NY 11234
Exit 11S off the Belt Parkway.
Free parking available

FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS: Carotid • Thyroid 
Body Mass Index (BMI) • Blood Pressure

FREE GIFT FOR ALL ATTENDEES

DINNER WILL BE SERVED

Inna Nelipovich, MD
Cardiologist, Maimonides Medical Center

Ruth Diener Platt
WomenHeart Champion and Leader
of the WomenHeart Support Group

Coordinator, Maimonides Nutrition Center
Nina Dahan

keynote speaker

To RSVP call 718.283.7212
or register online at
maimonidesmed.org/womenshearttoheart

WOMEN’S
Heart to Heart

LEARN THE FACTS AND 
RISKS OF HEART 
DISEASE IN WOMEN 
FROM ACKNOWLEDGED 
EXPERTS IN THE FIELD

The right care.
      Right here.
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CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Beth Elohim Summer Day Camp
274 Garfi eld Pl., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-3814
congregationbethelohim.org/camp

Brooklyn Urban Garden School
500 19th St., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-280-9556
www.bugsbrooklyn.org

Construction Kids
718-522-2902
www.constructionkids.com

FasTracKids
www.ftkny.com

Kane Street Synagogue
235 Kane St., Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-875-1550
www.kanestreet.org

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-251-6200
www.millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp
694 5th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-788-7732
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

PAC Camps
1500 Paerdegat Ave. North, Brooklyn, NY 11236
718-209-1010 x159
www.pacplex.com

Piper Theatre Workshops
718-768-3195
www.pipertheatre.org

Shorefront YM-YWHA
3300 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-646-1444
www.shorefronty.org

Ume Ume Music + Arts
319 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
718-768-0800
www.umeumearts.com

White Bird Productions
Creative Theatrics
718-398-3658
www.whitebirdproductions.org

Xaverian Sports Camps
718-836-7100 x118
www.xaverian.org

Asphalt Green
555 East 90th Street
New York, NY 10128
646-981-2261
www.asphaltgreen.org

Construction Kids
718-522-2902
www.constructionkids.com

Surprise Lake
307 7th Avenue 
New York, NY 10001
212-924-3131
www.surpriselake.org

FasTracKids
www.ftkny.com

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road
Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
www.luhisummercamps.org

Camp Ramaquois
30 Mountain Road 
Pomona, NY 10970
845-354-1600

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Breezy Point Surf Club                                    
718-634-2500
www.nybreezypoint.com

Christ the King Summer Camp                                    
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379
www.christtheking.com

The Kew Forest School                                    
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY  11375
718-268-4667 x108
www.kewforest.org

Queens Zoo                                    
800-433-4149
www.wcs.org/summer-camps

Samuel Field Y Day Camp                                    
718-225-6750  x261 or x264
www.sfysummercamps.org

Silver Gull Beach Club                                    
718-634-1500
www.nysilvergull.com
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com


