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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Hey! Ho! Let’s go!

A personal trainer with 
a penchant for mohawks 
and safety pins is leading 
weekly aerobics classes for 
the punk set in a Bushwick 
bar. Instructor Haley De-
groat, who sings in a punk 
band called Haley Bowery 
and the Manimals, said 

her “Blitzkrieg Bod” class 
is a perfect melding of her 
interests — and she thinks 
other misfi ts will feel the 
same way. 

“I wanted to teach a 
class that was more fun 
and wild and laid back and 
that would appeal to the 
kind of person who might 
be uncomfortable with 

the elite nature of a lot of 
fi tness classes,” said De-
groat. 

Degroat has been teach-
ing the class every Friday 
evening at the Cobra Club 
for the past month and a 
half, and creates a new 
theme for each session. 
Past themes have included 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
They’re jumping fl eas.

A new fl ea market set to open 
in Bushwick has poached several 
Brooklyn Flea vendors for its op-
eration, luring them away with 
lower prices and cushier condi-
tions, the czar of the upstart ba-
zaar claims. 

The founder of the new Bush-
wick Flea, which will open on 
April 4 just off the Jefferson Av-
enue L stop, said he started the 
new business venture partially 
out of frustration with the Brook-
lyn Flea’s high vendor costs and 
strict rules.  

“The Brooklyn Flea is great, 
but it is very big and touristy, and 
ours will be a little cozier and 
more neighborhood-like,” said 
market owner Rob Abner, who 
rented a lot on Wyckoff Avenue 
between Willoughby Avenue and 
Suydam Street and plans to of-
fer space to about 50 vendors and 
also host other events through 
the end of the year. 

The Brooklyn Flea charges too 
much, does not offer discounts 
for repeat vendors, and will not 
allow vendors to sell their wares 

BY MAX JAEGER
A citywide rezoning scheme 
threatens to unravel Bay 
Ridge’s small-town feel, 
preservationists say. 

The  Department of City 
Planning is fl oating a pro-
posal to let developers 
build higher in “contextual 
zoning districts”  originally 
created to preserve the 

character of low-rise neigh-
borhoods. The city says the 
plan will create more af-
fordable housing, but crit-
ics don’t believe the hype.

“Encouraging new de-
velopment will just spur 
more unaffordable hous-
ing, pushing more long-
time New Yorkers out of 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 6Continued on page 12

New twists on Passover staples
BY TRUPTI RAMI

These aren’t your bubbe’s matzo 
balls. 

A Prospect Heights food 
writer is releasing a new cook-
book of creative Jewish recipes 
just in time to enliven Pass-
over Seders across the borough. 
In “Modern Jewish Cooking,” 
writer Leah Koenig kicks-up the 
chosen fare of the chosen people 
with modern surprises, such as 
matzo balls studded with shal-
lots and jalapenos, and latkes 
made with beets and carrots. 

Beyond the gefilte fish and 
kugels common in Eastern Eu-
ropean Jewish households, the 
book also celebrates Jewish 
dishes from across the globe, 
which are as diverse as the 
countries they hail from, the 
author said. 

“The term ‘wandering Jew’ is 
really an accurate description,” 
said Koenig, who will launch 
her tome at PowerHouse Arena 
on March 31 alongside two other 
Brooklyn cookbook authors 

Continued on page 14
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SHE’S GOT THE BOOK: Leah Koenig with her new cookbook “Modern Jewish 
Cooking.” Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Bay Ridge rising Punk-rock workout classes

New fl ea 
poaches 
vendors

MODERN 
MATZO 

METHOD

KICK OUT THE JAMS: Haley 
Degroat leads a class that 
includes punk rock music 
and free booze.
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BY MAX JAEGER
Parents from Sunset Park 
are giving the city an “F.”

Locals took to the streets 
on March 20 to protest the 
Department of Education’s 
fi ve-year plan to create a 
meager 113 public school 
seats in the neighborhood 
that needs nearly 1,900. 

The city has money set 
aside to build additional 
schools, but offi cials say 
they’re still looking for suit-
able land. One protestor 
said it’s time for the city to 
take decisive action — even 
if that means resorting to 
using eminent domain.

“The city has a right to 
take whatever land it needs 
to build schools,” said Yvette 
Aguirre, a former princi-
pal at both PS 169 and PS 
24. “There has been no real 
push, no real commitment 
to making this happen. It’s 
not that there is nothing — 
it’s just that there is noth-
ing that’s standing there 
waiting for you to buy it. 
That doesn’t exist anymore 
in New York.”

The city is proposing cre-
ating 113 new seats in the 
neighborhood, but the addi-

tional desks won’t make a 
dent in the 1,897 total seats 
that seven neighborhood el-
ementary schools will need 
to bring their enrollment 
levels below 100 percent of 
building capacity. 

Meanwhile, students 
turned away from their 
zoned schools are forced 
to travel further afi eld for 
their education. But even 
the schools Sunset Park kids 
can get into are overcrowded 
as well, one parent said.

“It’s very frustrating to 
have to leave Sunset Park to 
go to another school that’s 
overcrowded,” said Leah 
Ruggiero, whose daughters 
go to PS 10 two miles away 
in Park Slope — where 
1,105 kids are crammed 
into a building meant for 
768, according to Depart-
ment of Education fi gures 
— because they didn’t get 
into their zoned school, PS 
169. “It’s so much nicer to 
be in your own neighbor-
hood. Isn’t that the point of 
a zoned school?”

The Department of Edu-
cation is aware of the prob-
lem and aspires to fi x it, a 
spokesman said.

“Reducing overcrowd-
ing is a critical part of our 
goal to ensure our students 
can thrive in the class-
room, which is why we are 
opening nearly 33,000 new 
seats of the next fi ve years 
— including three new 
school buildings and 1,100 
new seats for Sunset Park 
alone,” said Department of 
Education spokesman Ja-
son Fink.

The city has committed 
funding for the 1,100 desks 
but has yet to begin con-
struction, design the build-
ings, or even identify where 
the new schools would be 
erected, he said. Only 113 
seats are actually on track 
to be added to the over-
crowded district.

Local parents said the 
wait for future seats is af-
fecting their kids right 
now.

“It’s just not fair,” said 
Jovita Sosa, a parent of 
three public schoolers. “We 
can’t wait fi ve years. We’ll 
lose a generation of chil-
dren who could have been 
the doctors, lawyers, lead-
ers, and professionals of to-
morrow.”

Sunset Parkers: We need more schools!

MARKED 
ABSENCE

UP-HILL BATTLE: Cesar Vazquez reminds onlookers that his generation will be permanently affected 
by overcrowded schools.  Community News Group / Max Jaeger
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The truck driver who ran 
over and killed a Bush-
wick artist in October 2011 
will lose his license for six 
months, the Department of 
Motor Vehicles decided on 
March 17. 

Driver Leonardo Degi-
anni, who video showed 
did not signal before he 
veered into 30-year-old cy-
clist Mathieu Lefevre in 
Williamsburg, dragged 
Lefevre 40 feet, then left 
the scene, will face no 
criminal charges in the 
artist’s death and will 
be able to get behind the 
wheel again in Septem-
ber. Friends and family 
of Lefevre, a Montreal na-
tive, said the punishment 
is not enough. 

“Six months suspension 
for a professional driver 
whose traffi c violations 
directly caused a fatality 
seems insuffi cient,” said 

Erika Lefevre, the mother 
of the artist who moved 
here from Canada to pur-

sue his craft. “But at least 
it is an acknowledgment of 
the fault of the driver. The 

suspension of his license 
will at least keep New 
Yorkers safer for that six-

month period.”
Lefevre’s death  out-

raged his family and cy-
clists across Brooklyn , 
who  claimed the NYPD did 
not properly investigate 
the incident  and stone-
walled their inquiries. 
They were also upset that 
Degianni, who ran Lefevre 
over while making a right 
turn onto Meserole Street 
from Morgan Avenue late 
at night, was punished 
with just a couple of traf-
fi c summonses for the fa-
tal collision. Degianni has 
maintained that he was 
unaware that he hit any-
one. He did not testify at 
his Department of Motor 
Vehicles hearing in early 
March. 

Traffi c Judge Marc 
Berger put the blame for 
Lefevre’s death squarely 
on Degianni. 

“Had he signaled at 
least 100 feet prior to turn-

ing, as required [by law], 
Mr. Lefevre would have 
been alerted before he 
even reached the truck, 
and been able to protect 
himself by taking evasive 
action,” Berger wrote in 
his decision. 

Some heralded the case 
and the suspension of De-
gianni’s license as the be-
ginning of a sea change in 
prosecuting drivers who 
kill, even if the punish-
ment was slight. 

“Sadly, it is more than 
any other driver who has 
killed someone in our 
group has faced,” said Amy 
Cohen, who is a founding 
member of Families for 
Safe Streets,. 

Cohen is the mother of 
12-year-old Samuel Cohen 
Eckstein, who was  killed 
by a van driver in Park 
Slope in 2013 . The motor-
ist was not charged in the 
case. 

Outrage as driver who killed cyclist in 2011 only loses his license for six months

NOT FORGOTTEN: Alain and Erika Lefevre, center, parents of cyclist Mathieu Lefevre, demanded 
stricter traffi c enforcement in the wake of his death. File photo by Stefano Giovannini

Cyclists: Throw away the keys!

A group of artists, including a handful of Brooklyn’s most 
popular drag queens, reveled in the Brooklyn Nightlife 
Awards, which brought together the most happening and 
over-the-top members of the borough’s queer performance, 
club, and bar scenes, with a ceremony and show at Lot 45 
in Bushwick on March 21. Winners this year included Will 
Sheridan for best vocal artist, Untitled Queen for best drag 
performer, and Madame Viven V for best circus performer. 
One attendee said the award show itself is worth celebrat-
ing for its contribution to the borough’s after-dark social 
scene.   Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Lighting up the night

BY VANESSA OGLE
As the Irish proverb goes, 
death leaves a heartache 
no one can heal, but love 
leaves a memory no one 
can steal.

Locals remembered 
the late president of 
the Madison-Marine-
Homecrest Civic Associ-
ation with a festive Irish 
fete at the third-annual 
Mary Powell Memorial 
Celebration at the Car-
mine Carro Center on 
March 18. 

But the event wasn’t 
just about remembering 
the local leader — Pow-
ell’s son said the charity 
raises money for schol-
arship funds for com-
munity activists.

“As much as it hon-
ors my mother’s mem-
ory, it is really about 
the causes she stood 
for more than the indi-
vidual,” said Richard 
Powell, chairman of the 

Mary Powell Foundation.
Residents raised $500 

for the foundation, which 
distributes scholarships 
to activists of all ages who 
serve their neighborhoods 

through voluntary com-
munity service.  

Throughout the 
evening, attendees lis-
tened to traditional 
Irish music from mu-
sician Donie Carroll 
and munched on sweet 
treats. The evening 
drew a diverse vari-
ety of residents, which 
Powell said was a phe-
nomenal tribute to his 
mother, who always 
brought people from 
different backgrounds 
together.

“She basically brought 
different groups together 
for the sake of the neigh-
borhood,” he said.

Powell said that with 
any luck, next year’s 
celebration will rake in 

more green for the founda-
tion.

“We expect to be back 
next year and ramp it 
up a little bit again,” he 
said. 

Civic leader is honored at memorial at Carmine Carro Community Center

NEVER FORGET: (Above) Richard 
Powell, the chairman of the Mary 
Powell Foundation and the son 
of the late Mary Powell, shares 
memories of his mother at the 
third annual Mary Powell Memorial 
Celebration on March 18. (Right) 
Ireland native Donie Carroll sings 
some festive tunes at the memori-
al at the Carmine Carro Community 
Center.  Photos by Steve Solomonson

Celebration of a life of public service
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BY CLAIRE MCCARTNEY
Heather still has two mom-
mies — and now they’re 
married. 

“Heather Has Two Mom-
mies,” the landmark chil-
dren’s book about the happy 
young daughter of a lesbian 
couple, is 25 years old. And 
to celebrate, its Brooklyn-
born author has given her 
classic tome a makeover 
for today’s kids, which she 
will launch at PowerHouse 
Arena in Dumbo on March 
29. But the story itself is 
just as relevant in 2015 as 
a it was a quarter of a cen-
tury ago, the writer said.

“The book has been out 
of print for a while, but the 
demand has never gone 
away,” said author Leslea 

Newman, who spent her 
childhood in Brighton 
Beach and now lives in 
Massachusetts. “It seemed 
like a very good time to 
bring it back and update it 
into the 21st century.”

Some of those updates 
include “tighter text,” new 
illustrations, and the small 
but signifi cant addition of 
matching wedding rings on 
Heather’s mothers’ hands, 
Newman said. 

“They’re pretty hard to 
see, but if you look close 
enough they’re there,” 
Newman said. “I didn’t put 
anything in the text about 
them getting married be-
cause the book’s really 
about Heather, and that 
would’ve happened proba-

bly before she was born.”
“Heather Has Two Mom-

mies” sparked heated na-
tional debate when it was 
fi rst published 25 years 
ago, with some fi ghting to 
keep the book off children’s 
library shelves, and others 
celebrating it as one of the 
fi rst positive depictions of 
a thriving same-sex house-
hold. It was the ninth-
most challenged book of 
the 1990s, according to the 
American Library Associ-
ation. 

Newman said she never 
set out to cause controversy 
— but she is glad she did.

“It was never my inten-
tion to raise awareness or 
cause a fuss, I was really 

‘Heather Has Two Mommies’ re-launched

FAMILY MATTERS: Leslea Newman with the new version of “Heather Has Two Mommies.” 
 Associated Press / Steven Senne

Putting a ring on it

Package Deal $995 Most Cars
New Car Look””

Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

Serving the New York Tri-State Area for over 30 years | CALL US TODAY 1-800-337-1620

info@windowfi xinc.com windowfi xinc.com 335-347 38th Street, BKLYN 11232

Passive Houses 
Windows & Doors

ARE THE MOST 
EFFICIENT IN THE 

WORLD

Have you Heard?

ALL INVITED TO OUR NEW WINDOW LEARNING CENTER AND SHOWROOM

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Us Today

THE PROCESS  
IS QUICK,  

EASY,  
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS

Serving the 
community for  
over 50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
Visit us online or
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

$50 . 

OFF
WHEN YOU MENTION 

BKWP

Continued on page  10
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
They’re peddling a safer way 
to pedal.  

The city plans to build a 
protected bike lane over the 
Greenpoint Avenue Bridge 
across Newtown Creek to 
create a safer way to cycle 
between Greenpoint and 
Queens. 

The bike lane is long 
overdue, according to one 
bridge-crossing bicyclist, 
who said the current paths 
between the fairer borough 
and its northern neighbor 
make for hair-raising rides. 

“It is about time,” said 
Clara Shanley, who lives 
in Williamsburg and some-
times crosses the bridge on 
recreational rides. “This 
city owes its bicyclists safe 
roads.”

The city wants to re-
move one Brooklyn-bound 
car lane, and take one foot 
away from each remaining 

car lane and sidewalk and 
shrink the median strip to 
make space for six-foot wide 
bike lanes in both direc-
tions, with a four-foot wide 
buffer between cars and cy-
clists at the main span of the 
bridge.

At the moment, the 
Greenpoint Avenue bike 
lane ends at Kingsland Av-
enue, and past that there is 
only a sidewalk bookending 
the four-lane bridge. The 
elevation and curve of the 
bridge make visibility dif-
fi cult, according to the city, 
which said it has received 
numerous complaints about 
speeding cars over the 
years. Many cyclists walk 
their bikes across, but oth-
ers either ride on the road-
way with cars or on the side-
walk with pedestrians.  

The bridge sees around 
600 bicyclists a day, according 
to counts conducted last year.

The Department of Trans-
portation  fi rst proposed cre-
ating protected bike lanes on 
the bridge fi ve years ago , but 
the process got gummed up 
by other construction and 
utility work. 

If the city builds this lane 
according to plan and also 
follows through with  plans 
to build bike lanes across 
the Pulaski Bridge  and  the 
in-construction Kosciuzsko 
Bridge , riders should have 
three bridge bike lanes to 
choose from by 2020. The 
Pulaski lane has been de-
layed, but is still expected 
to happen, and the Kosciuz-
sko Bridge bike lane is a few 
years from being complete. 

The city plans to take the 
bike lane proposal to both 
Community Board 1 and 
the community board on the 
Queens side in April, and in-
tends to begin construction 
this spring. 

City plans to create protected bike lane on Greenpoint Avenue Bridge
A BUFFER SOLUTION

SAFER SPACES: The city plans to build two bike lanes on the Greenpoint Avenue Bridge by making 
all of the other lanes narrower. New York City Department of Transportation
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’70s and ’80s glam, Afro-
punk for Black History 
Month, and an Irish work-
out for Saint Patrick’s Day. 

“The women artists are 
my favorite, so I like work-
ing out to them,” said De-
groat. 

Degroat calls her style 
of aerobics “total body con-
ditioning,” using exercises 
including squats, push-
ups, lunges, and dips.

And Degroat said that 
the class itself espouses 
punk-rock values, includ-
ing being cheap and late 

in the day for those who 
have been out partying the 
night before. In true rock 
’n’ roll fashion, the $16 ses-
sion also comes with free 
booze. Less rock ’n’ roll is 
that the booze must be con-
sumed after the class. 

Students should wear 
comfortable but punky 
clothes and sneakers, and 
bring a towel or yoga mat, 
Degroat said.  

Blitzkrieg Bod at the 
Cobra Club [6 Wyckoff 
Ave. between Jefferson and 
Troutman streets in Bush-
wick, (917) 719–1138, www.
cobraclubbk.com]. Fridays 
at 7 pm. $16.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Blitzkrieg Bod, the 

new workout class at 
the Cobra Club in Bush-
wick, encourages work-
out fi ends to get their 
ya yas out to all kinds of 
punk rock jams. Instruc-
tor Haley Groat shared 
her favorite rock songs 
for building rock-hard 
abs. 

“Alternative 
Ulster” by Stiff 
Little Fingers 

“It is a really up-
beat and aggressive po-
litical anthem, and it 
works well for kicking 
a--.”  

“Last Caress” 
by the Misfi ts 

“The Misfi ts are per-
fect for working out to 
because all their songs 
features huge ‘woah’ 
choruses and they are 
all danceable, ‘Last Ca-
ress’ has a great 1950s 
pop melody, but it is so 
nasty.”

“Blitzkrieg 
Bop” by the 
Ramones

“The chorus of the 
song has a cheerlead-
ing kind of feel, so it is a 
great way to start off the 
class.”

“I Wanna Be 
Your Dog” by 
the Stooges

“It is good for dog-re-
lated exercises.” 

“Suffragette 
City” by David 
Bowie 

“It is one of my favor-
ite songs. I use it to end 
the class with a dance 
party.”

Continued from page 1 
PUNK
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Pump rock
Best workout songs

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The city champion South 
Shore girls’ basketball 
team has a chance to play 
in a national tournament, 
but it may do so without 
the blessing of the New 
York State Federation.  

The Public School Ath-
letic League Class AA 
city champion Vikings 
are slated to participate 
in the four-team fi eld of 
the Dick’s Sporting Goods 
High School Nationals 
starting April 3 at Christ 
the King in Middle Vil-
lage,  according to a report 
in USA Today . 

Fellow city champion 
Wings Academy will com-
pete in the eight-team 
boys’ tournament. The 
event features some of the 
best teams in the country 
and has its fi nals at Madi-
son Square Garden. The 
two city teams are the low-
est-ranked squads in their 
respective fi elds.  

“Our kids and coaches 
are excited to play in this 
tournament and we’re 
thrilled to give them this 
opportunity,” said Depart-
ment of Education spokes-
man Jason Fink.   

Participating in a tour-
nament like this was con-
sidered a major no-no by 
the New York State Fed-
eration back in 2011, when 
Boys & Girls and Murry 
Bergtraum took part in 
the ESPN Rise National 
High School Invitational. 

The Dick’s event hap-
pens after the state Feder-
ation tournament, which 
is March 27–29 in Albany 
this year. That puts it af-

ter the 22 weeks allotted 
by rule for the winter sea-
son, according to Robert 
Zayas, the executive di-
rector of the New York 
State Public High School 
Athletic Association. New 
York State teams are also 
only allowed to participate 
in one postseason tourna-
ment, which by rule starts 
with playoff games in their 
league and ends with the 
Federation tournament.

The New York City De-
partment of Education 
does not see the PSAL’s ac-
tion as a violation of the 
rules because it is an inde-
pendent league that volun-

tarily participates in the 
New York State Federa-
tion along with the state’s 
other leagues and it is free 
to make decisions that are 
in the best interest of its 
student-athletes.  

Federation executive 
board member Tom Mur-
ray, who represents the 
Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association, said the 
PSAL made it known back 
in the fall that it would pe-
tition the New York State 
Education Department for 
a waiver to take part in 
the national tourney. The 
New York City Depart-
ment of Education would 

not comment on whether 
the league ever made the 
waiver request, but per-
mission was not needed in 
the department’s eyes.  

Murray said the Feder-
ation board has not heard 
about any such request so 
far.

If a waiver is not 
granted, the PSAL would 
need to present its case to 
the Federation executive 
board next weekend dur-
ing the state tournament. 
Murray said this “proba-
bly wouldn’t the fi rst time” 
the PSAL has tried to chal-
lenge state rules. 

“I’m sure it will come 
up [at the Federation],” he 
said.    

The Federation can-
not stop PSAL teams from 
competing in a national 
tournament, but could de-
liver consequences for do-
ing so. In 2011, the CHSAA 
threatened to have its 
teams boycott playing 
PSAL squads if it didn’t 
get suffi cient answers as 
to why the league chose 
to allow its teams to take 
part in the ESPN Rise In-
vitational. The other two 
Federation members con-
sidered similar bans, but 
none of them followed 
through after a confer-
ence call with PSAL Ex-
ecutive Director Donald 
Douglas. The hope then 
was that this issue would 
not arise again. No mem-
bers have threatened a 
boycott at this time.

South Shore coach An-
war Gladden was unaware 
his club would defi nitely 

CRUZ CONTROL: Amanda Cruz and her South Shore teammates 
are slated to participate in the four-team fi eld of the Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods High School Nationals starting April 2. 
 Photo by Robert Cole 

South Shore could face 
wrath of the Federation

Continued on page 9

National tournament appearance may break state rules
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure designed 
to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities 
without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 

for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxifi cation. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients 
average loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches 
compared to the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3-9 INCHES IN TWO WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off  excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS
When: Tuesday, March 31 at 6:15 pm 

and Tuesday, April 14 at 1:15 pm
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona removes inches, more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The 
Doctors.  I have to say, I didn’t believe it at fi rst either.”        

—  Dr. Drew Ordon - Lead Physician on the Hit T.V. Show “The Doctors” 

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.
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If there has been a whole 
lot of shaking going on with 
your windows this weary 
winter, consider doing 
something about it.

No matter what the is-
sue, Window-Fix offers a 
solution.

The company can fix 
and install windows, doors, 
screens, and do lots more. It 
manufactures its own dou-
ble-pane glass and screens. 
It is a distributor for Phan-
tom Screens, which makes 
products that include re-
tractable screens and mo-
torized drop-down cover-
ings. 

It is a dealer for Hunter 
Douglas premiere window 
treatment product, and Pas-
sive House, which offers 
energy-efficient high-per-
forming windows. 

“We have a variety of 
resources that meet every 
need and budget,” says Er-
nie Cappello, who with his 
dad, John, have a combina-
tion of more than 50 years 
in the business. They offer 
their services to individu-
als, contractors, property 
managers, and landlords. 
“We have pricing options 
to replace one window or 
1,000 windows,” says Cap-
pello. The company has 
experience working on hi-
rise buildings, co-ops, and 
condos. 

It also offers its exper-
tise to the individual hom-
eowner who may not have 
given much thought to the 
importance of having good 
windows and window-re-
lated products in a house. 
You see, the right windows 
do more than simply insu-
late a house from the cold. 
They save you money on 
heating bills, and they also 
control the amount of light 
that enters a room. Should 
you have a couch in front of 
the window, it is imperative 
to have a window covering 
that will protect it from fad-
ing because of too much 
exposure to light. Some 
of the unique top-down or 
bottom-up shades sold by 
the company allow for some 
control.

Windows and window 
coverings can also impact 
the acoustics of a room. 
If there’s too much noise 
where you live, Window-Fix 
can offer products that re-
duce sound transmission. 

Are you looking for 
shades? Blinds? There are 
so many possibilities, in a 
wide assortment of styles 
and colors. While these 

window treatments en-
hance the beauty of a home, 
they also need to be practi-
cal and functional. If there 
are young children or pets 
in the house, a design that 
does not have dangling 
cords may be in order. 
Other window coverings 
can be opened and closed 
via a remote control. Some 
cordless systems work with 

the push of a hand to raise 
or lower them. The blinds 
and shades stay exactly 
where you put them. Child-
guard products and fire 
gates can also be installed 
by the company. 

Yes, there’s lots of think 
about; maybe more than 
you’ve realized. Fortu-
nately, Window-Fix is there 
to help every step of the 

way. A pre-evaluation con-
sultation offers suggestions 
and pricing options. And a 
visit to the 10,000-square 
foot facility may also pro-
vide some inspiration. The 
company is in the process 
of building a learning cen-
ter on the premises, so that 
customers can come in to 
see, touch, and learn about 
window installations, ex-

periencing the products 
for themselves. This learn-
ing center is expected to be 
open to the public at the end 
of April.

Another service in 
which the company takes 
pride is its ability to put 
screens on any door or win-
dow. 

“We have one of the best 
custom-screen solutions,” 
says Cappello, especially 
important in the New York 
area where there are win-
dows and doors of every 
size. Cappello is also aware 
that, “New York City has a 
large insect problem,” so 
screens are needed to keep 
out the bugs. On the other 
hand, we need ventilation 
in our homes, especially 
during the long, hot sum-
mers. The company’s many 
products make it possible 
to keep out the pests and 
still enjoy a cool breeze. 
And if it’s been a while 
since you’ve shopped for 
screens, you’re in for a sur-
prise. Screens, too, can add 
beauty to a home. Some can 
be custom-matched to win-
dows. 

Brooklyn is also for-
tunate to have a number 
of historic and landmark 
homes. Window-Fix ser-
vices these properties, in-
cluding filing all the nec-
essary paperwork to do so, 
says Cappello. Customers 
can be at ease knowing that 
the job will be done right.  

The family-owned busi-
ness employs about 45 peo-
ple. There are about seven 
consultants in the field ev-
ery day, and about 20 trucks 
on the road.

Window-Fix offers 
whole-sale pricing to the 
trade. 

End the shaking, rat-
tling, and rolling. Call Win-
dow-Fix today.

Window-Fix [335-347 38th 
St. between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Sunset Park, (800) 
337–1620, www.WindowFix-
Inc.com, www.BestNewYork-
WindowBlinds.com, www.
PhantomScreensNewYork.
com]. Open Mondays through 
Fridays, 7 am–7 pm, and on 
Saturdays by appointment. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Trust Window-Fix to get the job done
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be participating in the 
Dick’s tournament un-
til seeing the USA Today 
article. The Vikings will 
play Catholic state cham-
pion Christ the King in 
the Federation semifi nals 
on March 27 in Albany. 
Gladden and Wings coach 
Billy Turnage said they 
are going to follow the 
league’s leadership with 
it comes to the national 
tournament.

“The PSAL has the 
student-athletes’ best in-
terests in mind,” Glad-
den said. “I follow their 
lead. I believe strongly 
in the league and the ad-
ministrators that are in 
charge.”

If the state allows 
South Shore and Wings 
to participate in a na-
tional tournament via a 
waiver, it would be a dras-
tic change in policy and 
could set a precedent for 
other teams to take part 
in such events. Christ 
the King boys’ basket-
ball coach Joe Arbitello, 
whose school will host the 

fi rst two days of the tour-
nament, has been told by 
the Catholic league that 
it would not apply for the 
waiver in the future for its 
teams, even if the PSAL is 
granted one. 

Arbitello feels that, 
waiver or no waiver, it 
is inappropriate for the 
PSAL to allow its teams 
to play in the event like 
this when the leadership 
of the Federation’s other 
members are against it. 

The coach is even 
threatening to stay home 
from Albany and not de-
fend the school’s consecu-
tive state crowns against 
the PSAL.

“How are we going to 
allow them to play as a 
part of the state associa-
tion?” Arbitello said, say-
ing the Federation tour-
nament should be for 
teams that play by the 
Federation’s rules. “It’s 
a joke. I may not go to it 
then. I may not show up. 
I’m not going to give them 
the benefi t of playing us.”

Both South Shore and 
Wings, however, plan on 
being in Arbitello’s gym 
in April — as long as its 
league says it can play.

anywhere else, Abner 
claims. He plans to rent 
Bushwick Flea vendor 
spaces for $75 per day or 
a discounted rate of $500 
for a month. For com-
parison, Brooklyn Flea 
charges $150 a day or 
$1,200 per month. 

Abner, who sells an-
tiques and also defected 
from Brooklyn Flea this 
year, said he managed to 
steal away at least half a 
dozen vendors from the 
marquee market. 

“A lot of people have 
found out our prices and 
come to us,” said Abner. “If 
you vend at Brooklyn Flea, 
you cannot vend anywhere 
else. They are not happy 
with us.” 

Brooklyn Flea co-owner 
Eric Demby declined to 
comment on the new fl ea, 
saying he would reserve 
judgment until he experi-
enced it fi rst-hand. He also 
said that Brooklyn Flea’s 
policy of not allowing ven-
dors to set up tables at 
other markets was “not a 
hard and fast rule.” 

The northern reaches of 
Brooklyn has seen a verita-
ble infestation of fl ea mar-
kets in the past couple of 
years, as eager entrepre-
neurs have attempted to fol-
low the Brooklyn Flea into 
the marketplace. Those in-
clude  Brooklyn Flea Betty , 
which opened and quickly 
closed in Williamsburg last 
year, and Schwick Market 

of Makers, which is on a 
dead-end street near the 
corner of Willoughby and 
Myrtle avenues in Bush-
wick.

But Demby said his mar-
ket can withstand the com-
petition.

“People come to the 
Brooklyn Flea from all 
over the world, and an-
other market coming in 

does not threaten us,” said 
Demby. 

Brooklyn Flea is slated 
to open its titular ven-
ture and adjoining Smor-
gasburg food fair on the 
weekend of April 4. But the 
market may not run in Wil-
liamsburg for the fi rst few 
weeks, as cleanup contin-
ues on  the burned CitiStor-
age building . 
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FLEA
Continued from page 1

A FIT OF NEIGHBORHOOD ENTREPRENEURSHIP: Sergio Aguila and Nicole Hoffecker of Nic Fit show 
off some of the vintage T-shirts they plan to sell at Bushwick Flea, which will open up on Wyckoff 
Avenue this spring. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

SHORE
Continued from page 6
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The two survivors of the 
Midwood fi re that killed 
seven children on Sat-
urday had to be sent out-
of-borough to have their 
burns treated because 
Brooklyn doesn’t have a 
burn center, a situation 
Borough President Ad-
ams says he will remedy.

Adams called for the 
creation of a dedicated 
burn unit in the bor-
ough on Monday, saying 
he will use money from 
his discretionary fund 
to help pay for the cre-
ation of the unit in an 
existing Brooklyn hos-
pital, which would cut 
down on the time and 
expense of building an 
entirely new center.

“We should not leave 
2015 without a burn center 
in Brooklyn,” Adams told 
reporters after the press 
conference. 

Brooklyn is one of only 
two boroughs, along with 

Queens, to lack such a fa-
cility. The two survivors 
of the blaze, Gayle Sassoon 
and her daughter Siporah, 
were taken separately to 
burn units in the Bronx 
and Staten Island. Both re-
main in critical condition, 

offi cials said.
Adams and other 

community leaders at 
the press conference 
also implored Brook-
lynites to observe proper 
fi re safety in the wake of 
the tragedy, while fi re 
offi cials handed out free 
smoke detectors and 
pamphlets aimed spe-
cifi cally at the Orthodox 
Jewish community.

The Midwood fi re be-
gan early on Saturday 
morning after a mal-
functioning hot plate, 
used to warm food on the 
Sabbath when cooking is 
not allowed, caught fi re 
and spread to the rest of 
the house. There were 
no smoke detectors on 
the fi rst or second fl oors, 

allowing the fl ames to re-
main undetected until it 
was too late, offi cials said.

Councilman David 
Greenfi eld (D–Flatbush), 
who follows Orthodox tradi-
tion, suggested that families 

use a timer to make sure a 
hot plate is only on for the 
time that it is needed and 
avoid leaving devices unat-
tended. He said that people 
don’t have to choose between 
following the tenets of their 
faith and their own safety.

“The most important 
message we can have is to 
spend 10 bucks per fl oor 
and make sure you have a 
smoke detector,” he said.

A somber Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Mid-
wood) shared his own near 
brush with tragedy, describ-
ing the time a smoke detec-
tor alerted him to an elec-
trical fi re that he said could 
have consumed his family 
had it gone unnoticed.

“That annoying sound 
that might wake you up in 
the morning is probably 
the reason why my family 
is here today,” he said. 

Adams, Deutsch, and 
others held a community 
fi re safety training in Mid-
wood on Tuesday night.

Adams calls for dedicated burn unit in borough after deadly Midwood fi re

FATAL FIRE: The deadly blaze that 
ripped through this Bedford Avenue 
home on March 21, killing seven chil-
dren, started with a hot plate in the 
kitchen at the rear of the house. 
 Photo by Paul Martinka

Beep: Brooklyn needs burn unit

Dr. Edward Rubinchik, 
one of the most highly expe-
rienced ocular surgeons in 
New York, is now offering pa-
tients a cataract surgery op-
tion that eliminates or mini-
mizes the need for expensive 
post-operative eye drops, 
which are often required for 
3-4 weeks after the proce-
dure.

“Drops are effective at re-
ducing the risk of inflamma-
tion and infection,” said Dr. 
Rubinchik, a partner at Re-
ich Medical and Surgical Eye 
Care, LLC and the first physi-
cian in New York to offer the 
dropless therapy. “However, 
at least 50% of patients end 
up missing a scheduled dose 
for one reason or another.” 

Studies show that many 
patients simply forget to use 
the drops properly and may 
have other medical condi-
tions, such as arthritis, which 

make it harder for them to 
take the drops.

The number of patients 
who skip eyedrop doses in-
creases with patient age, as 
does the need for cataract 
surgery itself.

“We don’t have to worry 
about any of this with the 
dropless technique,” said Dr. 
Rubinchik, who practices in 
Midwood and Bensonhurst.

“Our patients are much 
happier going ‘dropless’, and 
the medical system is saving 
hundreds of dollars per case. 
It’s a win-win for everybody.”

Dr. Rubinchik added that 
many cataract patients have 
longstanding vision prob-
lems such as myopia or astig-
matism and may be eligible 
for a multifocal lens implant 
during the same procedure, 
resulting in much better vi-
sion than the patient has ex-
perienced in years.

During dropless cataract 
surgery, a formulation of an-
tibiotics and anti-inflamma-
tory medications is deposited 
in the eye following cataract 
removal and lens implanta-
tion. The mixture is then 
slowly released throughout 
the post-operative period, 
not unlike a time-release cap-
sule.

Dr. Edward Rubinchik 
and Dr. Raymond Reich are 
founders of Reich Medi-
cal and Surgical Eye Care, 
LLC, a comprehensive eye 
care practice specializing in 
advanced intraocular sur-
gery, laser vision correction, 
treatment of cataracts, glau-
coma, diabetic eye disease, 
plastic and reconstructive 
surgery and other advanced 

procedures.
For more information or to 

schedule a comprehensive eye 
exam, call (718) 514-7160 or 
visit www.c2020now.com/
cataract. 

Just a train ride away 
from downtown Manhattan.

Midwood, 1575 
East 19th Street, 

1st Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11230. 

Bensonhurst, 2327 83 
Street, 2nd Floor, Brook-

lyn, NY 11214.

BREAKTHROUGH CATARACT TREATMENT

just writing a children’s 
book,” Newman said. “But 
I think the conversation 
has been very useful.”

Newman said she is en-
couraged by the changes 
in public sentiment and le-
gal rights that have taken 
place since “Heather Has 
Two Mommies” fi rst hit 
shelves. Fifty publishers 
rejected the book back in 
1989, so Newman released 
the title herself via a 
friend’s desktop publish-
ing company. This time 
around, it is being pro-
duced by a major publish-
ing house.

But the real sign of the 
original book’s impact 
may be if the new edition 
receives less attention.

“I would like the book 
to actually not cause a 

stir,” Newman said. “I’d 
love it just to fi nd its way 
into the hands of kids 
with two moms, kids with 
two dads, kids with a mom 
and a dad, kids who are be-
ing raised with grandpar-
ents, kids who are being 
raised by single mothers 
or fathers — really any 
kid who just would enjoy 
the story of a kid going to 
school for the fi rst day and 
along with her classmates 
is drawing pictures of her 
family, and realizing that 
the most important thing 
about a family is that all 
the people in it love each 
other.”

Leslea Newman re-
launches “Heather Has 
Two Mommies” at Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
between Water and Front 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 
666–3049, www.power-
housearena.com]. March 
29 at 3 pm. Free. 

MOMMIES
Continued from page 4

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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BY VANESSA OGLE
These guys really get to the 
point.

Green Point, as the 
neighborhood at the tip of 
Brooklyn was once known, 
has undergone a well-docu-
mented transformation in 
the past few decades. But 
two Brooklyn natives are 
sharing some of the neigh-
borhood’s more exten-
sive history in their new 
book “Brooklyn’s Historic 
Greenpoint,” which begins 
from the earliest European 
landings in 1624, spanning 
nearly 400 years until 2015.

Authors and histori-
ans Brian Merlis, who was 
born in Flatlands, and Ric-
cardo Gomes, who hails 
from East New York, will 
discuss the neighborhood’s 
transition from a quaint 
countryside to the crowded 
community it is now at 
Greenpoint’s Word Book-
store on April 2. We asked 

the duo to tell us some more 
unusual facts about the 
area they discovered while 
researching their tome.

Boho chic
Greenpoint was a cre-

ative enclave long before the 
hipsters showed up, accord-
ing to Merlis. The neigh-
borhood was home to actor 
Mickey Rooney, actress and 
playwright Mae West, and 

singer Pat Benatar. 
“The artist scene 

is not a new phenom-
enon,” said Merlis, 
who has written 20 
books about Brook-
lyn’s history and now 
lives in Long Island. 
“It was always a mag-
net for artists.”

The crying 
game

Crying babies 
never ruined mov-
ies in the historic 
’hood, Gomes said. 

Mothers would tuck in-
fants into strollers then 
leave the tykes in local 
theater lobbies while they 
watched fi lms. If a baby 
was crying during the fi lm, 
a slide would appear on the 
projector telling mothers 
to check on their kiddos. 
But the laissez-faire lobby 
days changed in 1954, after 
a mentally ill woman stole 

an infant from a theater, 
Gomes said.

“Through neighborhood 
gossip, they tracked down this 
mentally disturbed woman,” 
said Gomes, who now lives 
in New Jersey. “But that was 
when people said, ‘we have to 
stop doing that.’ ”

Bank on it
Before the Great De-

pression, Greenpoint was 
home to numerous banks 
with ostentatious archi-
tecture. The sturdy struc-
tures had high ceilings and 
decorative trim to convey 
an image of wealth and sta-
bility, Gomes said. After 
the banks failed through-
out the country, many of 
Greenpoint’s buildings 
were redesigned to house 
retail shops, but if you look 
closely, you will fi nd some 
are still standing today. 

Gomes said that is why 
the duo decided to pen the 

book — to show residents 
the secret treasures that ex-
ist in their neighborhood, 
while there is still time.

“There is lot of stuff that 
comes and goes and sort of 
gets lost to time and people 
don’t appreciate it,” said 
Gomes.

Brian Merlis and Ric-
cardo Gomes’s “Brooklyn’s 
Historic Greenpoint” at 
Word Bookstore [126 Frank-
lin St. between Milton and 
Noble streets in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383-0096, www.word-
bookstores.com]. April 2 at 
7 pm. Free.

Authors share obscure history of the historic ’hood

STREETSCAPE: Children gaze down Manhattan Avenue near an 
Army and Navy supply store in 1928. 

LOOK BACK: Historians Brian Merlis 
and Riccardo Gomes will discuss their 
new book,  “Brooklyn’s Historic Green-
point.,” at Word Bookstore on April 2.  

In Greenpoint of fact
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the city,” said Bay Ridge 
preservationist Victoria 
Hofmo.

Under the proposal, the 
city would let developers 
exceed existing “building 
envelope restrictions” — 
limits on the size and shape 
of structures — in the hope 
that might encourage de-
velopers to build more se-
nior housing and so-called 
“affordable” housing.  

Most notable for Ridg-
ites, the plan would let 
property owners tack one 
to two stories onto build-
ings along Bay Ridge’s 
commercial corridors and 
parts of its waterfront.

An infl ux of new, taller 
buildings would undo Bay 
Ridge’s unique architec-
tural character, an ob-
server said.

“I don’t think it’s in con-
text with Bay Ridge at all 
— to build higher and to 
build more crowded,” said 
Joe Raskin, a Cobble Hill 
resident who photographs 
city architecture. “We have 
a lot of character — some 
of the apartment buildings 
are completely unique to 
Brooklyn.”

The plan rolls back de-
cades of work by Ridge 
preservationists to keep 
the neighborhood low-rise, 
critics said.

Community leaders got 
the city to create a “ Bay 
Ridge Special Zoning Dis-
trict ” that capped develop-
ment height back in 1978 
— the fi rst of its kind and 
a “precursor to the contex-
tual zoning regulations,” 
according to the city. Plan-
ners later relaxed the dis-
trict’s height restrictions in 
a 2005 zoning update, and 
height was a major stick-
ing point for locals, the lo-
cal community board’s dis-
trict manager said.

“Height and density 
were the two big concerns,” 
said CB10 district manager 
Josephine Beckmann. “So 
residents were upset going 
from — in the special Bay 
Ridge district — a 30-foot 
height requirement to [32] 
feet.”

But the city contends 
that a new marginal in-

crease in height is a good 
trade-off for more afford-
able units, especially for se-
niors in Bay Ridge, where 
one in every four residents 
is age 55 or older, according 
to census fi gures.

Hofmo said there are 
enough places for the el-
derly to live now — land-
lords just need to charge 
fair rents. But the com-
munity board indicated 
otherwise, asking for 
more senior housing in 
its 2015 District Needs 
Statement.

The board will take a 
position on the plan as part 
of an land-use review the 
proposal will trigger later 
this year, according to the 
board’s zoning committee 
chairwoman, Ann Falutico.

Forcing through an ap-
parently unpopular zon-
ing measure may not be he 
best way to achieve desired 
results, said the area’s city 
councilman.

“There is no question 
we need more senior hous-
ing,” said Councilman Vin-
cent Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) 

“I’m not sure whether this 
is the best way to go about 
it. Contextual zoning is 
something we worked very 
hard for.”

But a senior advocacy 
group says there is no other 
way.

“Without the proposed 
changes from the Depart-
ment of City Planning, it 
is very hard to fi nd sites 
in communities like Bay 
Ridge that are large enough 
to support senior housing 
and help our seniors stay 
in the community,” said 
Claire Hilger of Catholic 
Charities of Brooklyn and 
Queens.

But Hofmo said the plan 
boils down to a gift for the 
real estate lobby and for-
eign plutocrats who hide 
their money in pricey pied-
à-terres — at the expense of 
the neighborhood’s archi-
tectural heritage.

“It seems to me that 
we’re giving all the breaks 
to affl uent people,” Hofmo 
said. “They’re knocking 
them down, and we’re sub-
sidizing it.”

Continued from page 1 

RIDGE

 COURIER LIFE CLASSIFIEDS
call (718) 260—2555

$1195 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
Free Delivery

Choice Of Entree

with Herb Butter 

with Champagne Dill Sauce

(Entrees Served 
With Potato or Rice and 

Fresh Vegetable)

Choice Of Appetizer

Choice Of Dessert

$3895
Per person

Plus tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
$18.95

Soup or Fruit Plate, Chicken Parmigiana 
or Chicken Nuggets & Fries

Ice Cream, Sherbet or Chocolate Mousse

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCHLUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke every 
Monday and 

Wednesday 8pm. 
Original 

Thursdays 8 pm.

Greenhouse Cafe Presents

EASTER 
SUNDAY DINNER

GreenhouseCafe.com
718 -989 - 8952

Live Music
All Weekend

UPSCALE: This map shows the areas in the Bay Ridge Special 
Zoning District where the Department of City Planning wants to 
let developers build higher in the hope it will encourage them to 
build more so-called “affordable” housing aimed at fi xed-income 
seniors.  Leah Mitch
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RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$26.95*$16.75 $21.75*

New Corner Restaurant

     I
s Now Considered A Landmark

$31.00*
$29.00
$32.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

We Are Now Accepting 
Reservations For Easter Sunday

A SPECIAL PRE FIXED MENU 
WILL BE SERVED

Prix Fixe Menu $34 pp
APPETIZERS

(Choose One)
Caprino Salad mixed greens, goat cheese, tomatoes 

& nuts with a raspberry vinaigrette
Mozzarella di Casa homemade mozzarella, tomatoes, 

roasted peppers & olive oil
Cold Antipasto prosciutto, salami, roasted peppers, 

olives, provolone, artichoke hearts & fresh mozzarella
Grilled Portobello topped with roasted peppers & mozzarella

Baked Clams (6)
Calamari Fritti

Stuff Baby Artichoke hearts (4)

ENTREÉ
(Choose One)

Cheese Ravioli Pomodoro
Roasted Leg of Lamb red wine reduction

Homemade Meat Lasagna
Beef Braciola with Cavatelli beef top round fi lled with prosciutto 

and fresh herbs in a marinara sauce
Chicken Vesuvio sautéed chicken breast topped with 

roasted peppers & fresh mozzarella
Linguine Rio Mare calamari, clams & mussels in a marinara 

or fra diavolo sauce
Veal Marsala sauteed in a light marsala wine sauce with mushrooms

Fettucine Lamb Ragu minced lamb in a homemade Italian sauce
Rack of Lamb add $5 oven roasted in a worcestershire sauce served 

with broccoli rabe

DESSERT
(Choose One)

KIDS MENU
APPETIZER 

Mozzarella Sticks
ENTREÉ

Chicken Fingers with Famous Fries or Individual Pizza
DESSERT  

Vanilla or Chocolate Ice Cream

$15.00

7305 Third Avenue, Brooklyn
718.745.0222

www.VesuvioBayRidge.com

Ala Carte Menu Also Available

PRIVATE PARTIES

www.buckleyscaterers.com

Reserve Early Space is Limited
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with new releases. “There 
are Jewish communities 
all over the world. In each 
case, they ate the foods of 
their neighbors but adapted 
them to fi t with the Jewish 
kosher laws and holidays. 
In Brooklyn alone, you fi nd 
Jewish communities from 
Eastern Europe, Hungary, 
Syria, and Georgia, among 
others.”

Koenig’s approach to 
Passover, which begins 
April 3, follows suit. She 
said the festival’s familiar 
fare is more exciting with 
some new flavors and in-
terpretations. For exam-
ple, her recipe for brisket 
is a Mediterranean-in-
spired take on the Pass-
over dinner table fixture 
that involves slow-cook-
ing the meat in a mixture 
of red wine, honey, and 
spices.

“The recipe is very 
loosely based off of a dish 
called stracotto — basically 
the Jewish-Italian answer 
to brisket — which my hus-
band and I ate at a Shabbat 
dinner in Italy several years 

ago,” said Koenig, who pub-
lished her fi rst book dedi-
cated to Semitic sustenance, 
“The Hadassah Everyday 
Cookbook,” in 2011.

“Modern Jewish Cook-
ing” also offers plenty of 
ways to make the Passover 
period more palatable for 

those avoiding leavened 
bread, Koenig said. The 
book includes recipes for a 
lasagna that replaces the 
noodles with sheets of soft-
ened matzo, and granola 
that uses matzo instead of 
oats — which are also for-
bidden during the eight-day 

holiday. And Koenig has 
her own rendition of matzo 
brei — which she describes 
as the “French toast of 
Passover” — with non-tra-
ditional garnishes of sau-
teed leeks and mushrooms 
or roasted strawberries.

“Normally it just gets 
a sprinkle of salt or cin-
namon and sugar, but the 
toppings bring it to an-
other level,” Koenig said. 

But despite all the 
twists, Koenig said the 175 
recipes in her book stay 
true to their roots.

“I never want to stray 
so far away from the foun-
dation or get so impro-
visational that the food 
stops feeling recognizably 
Jewish,” she said. “That 
said, working within that 
framework, I love adding 
seasonal ingredients, and 
globally-inspired f lavors 
to traditional foods so 
that they find their place 
on a modern table.”

Leah Koenig launches 
“Modern Jewish Cooking” 
at PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. between Water 
and Front streets in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049, www.power-
housearena.com]. March 31 
at 7 pm. Free.

BOOK
Continued from page 1

LOTSA MATZO: Leah Koenig, author of “Modern Jewish Cooking,” 
breaks out the matzo. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Homecoming
Sen. Charles Schumer, a 1967 James Madison High School 
alumnus, talked to students at  the school about his 
political career on March 20. The former valedictorian, 
who graduated from the Sheepshead Bay high school in 
1967, addressed students and staff in the packed audi-
torium of the 3,043-student school, and said his time at 
the massive and diverse institution prepared him well 
for life after high school. 
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CATERERS

Offering dinner, cocktail 
and buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 

others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 

answers about dealing with MS and information 

on an oral treatment.

US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Sarah Schaefer, NP
Maimonides Medical Center
Rachel Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR285901 (1216401)

The Pearl Room, 8201 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
Thursday, April 2, 2015 at 6:30 PM Eastern


