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BY VANESSA OGLE
Condos or condon’ts?

The design for the new 
seven-story condo building 
set to replace  Emmons Av-
enue’s iconic El Greco diner, 
which shuttered last year,  has 
some residents calling for the 
developers to go back to the 
drawing board.  

The president of the Com-
mittee to Save Sheepshead 
Bay started a petition to con-
vince Rybak Developers, 
which purchased the prop-
erty for $13 million, to change 
its plans because, he says, the 
current design clashes with 
the character of the neighbor-
hood. 

“We’re not against the de-
velopment of the building 
— we’re against the design 
of this building,” said Ed 
Cheney, who said the build-
ing resembled public housing. 
“To be quite honest, it has the 
look of the projects.”

 The plans for the develop-
ment, which will be larger 
than nine basketball courts, 
include ground-fl oor retail 
shops, a pedestrian plaza, 
and a pool . The chairwoman 
of Community Board 15 said 
the board is meeting with the 
developer and his attorney, 
Eric Palatnik, on April 13 to 
discuss the building.

“They are going to bring 
design plans,” said CB15 
chairwoman Theresa Scavo, 
adding that she doesn’t want 
to comment on the design un-
til after the meeting.

Cheney said 200 people 
have already signed the de-
sign-change petition — and 
he said he plans on collecting 
even more signatures.

“That was sort of an hors 
d’oeuvre,” he said. 

A member of CB15 agreed 

BY MAX JAEGER
It’s enough to make your stom-
ach drop.

When Luna Park’s Cyclone 
roller coaster stalled near the 
top of its fi rst hill during the 
second ride of the season on 
March 29, trapping a dozen 
riders 85 feet above Coney Is-
land, nobody at the amuse-
ment park bothered to contact 
the police or fi re department. 
A longtime fan of the gut-
churner who was trapped said 
the safety oversight was too 
much for her to stomach.

“I was very grateful for 
workers who helped us get 
down to the ground, but then 
I fi nd out that they never even 
called 911, which really both-
ered me, because God forbid 
if somebody fell,” said Di-
ana Elsener, who drove from 
Poughkeepsie to ride the 
iconic coaster on opening day.

No one called the fi re de-
partment or the police when 
the coaster stalled, spokes-
men from both agencies said. 
Elsener didn’t see any ambu-
lances before climbing down 
from her 85-foot-high vantage 
point, she said.

Representatives from Luna 
Park did not return a call for 

Cyclone 
stalls on 

opening day

Continued on page 19Continued on page 19
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Braxton Whittington gets ready to chow down on a colorful cupcake at Aviator’s brunch with the 
Easter Bunny on March 29. For more, see page 11.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

So sweet!

RESCUE AT 
85 FEET UP
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BY MAX JAEGER
In a time of deprivation, they 
made sure everyone had 
enough.

Jewish groups gave out ko-
sher-for-Passover fare at holi-
day food giveaways in Coney 
Island, Brighton Beach, and 
Sheepshead Bay over the last 
week, reaching more than 
2,000 people who needed help 
putting food on their Seder 
plates. 

Passover is at once celebra-
tory and solemn, commemo-
rating the Jews’ subjugation 
in Egypt and their eventual de-
liverance. Tradition puts tight 
strictures on observers’ diets 
during the eight-day holiday, 
but it is also a time of sharing 
and celebratory meals, one or-
ganizer said.

“The Passover Haggadah 
[a religious text] teaches us to 
let all those who are hungry 
come to our table,” said Rena 
Resnick of the Metropolitan 
Council on Jewish Poverty.

The Shorefront Jewish 
Community Council gave out 
packages of eggs, juice, fi sh 
— and, of course, matzoh — 
to about 1,000 people during 
a drive in Brighton Beach on 
March 26, said Leah Mikhli, 
who directs the group’s food 
pantry operation.

The next day, the Be Proud 
Foundation passed out mat-
zoh, fruits and vegetables, 
juice, and fi sh to more than 
500 people, according to direc-
tor Raisa Chernina.

And on March 30, the Jew-
ish Community Council of 
Greater Coney Island and 
the Met Council distributed 
scripture-approved vittles to 
another 600 folks in Coney Is-
land, Resnick said.

The number of people com-
ing to area food giveaways 
has been climbing in recent 
years, because an increasing 
number of observant Jews 
need help getting kosher food, 
Mikhli said. Cuts to the fed-
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By Trupti Rami

This show has a casting call and a 
last call.

A Brooklyn theater company 
is staging “Urinetown: The Musical” in 
a Williamsburg bar on April 8, and will 
pluck many of its performers straight 
from the peanut gallery. By putting 
would-be spectators on stage alongside 
real thespians, the Brooklyn Theatre 
Club is able to offer its audience mem-
bers a unique theater-going experience, 
said an organizer. 

“We want to create an environment 
where everyone feels they have the 
chance to perform — professionals, 

amateurs, and drunk warblers alike,” 
said Mara Frankel, co-founder of 
Brooklyn Theatre Club. “The goal of 
our performances is to bring together 
new friends of all performing back-
grounds — even those who only shine 
in the shower.”

To translate the Broadway come-
dy into an audience-interactive show, 
Frankel said she and company co-found-
er Stephen Schapero combed through 
the script for roles that patrons could 
jump into without practice, and moments 
where the whole audience can join in.

“We make sure everyone can perform 
without being embarrassed or caught 

off-guard by their part,” said Frankel.
Audience members don’t have to 

step into the spotlight, said Frankel. 
Those interested in treading the bar-
room boards will perform one of 12 
speaking roles or 10 nonspeaking roles, 
but the stage-shy can opt to hold signs 
and provide background noises. 

And don’t worry about memorizing 
your lines. The entire two-hour perfor-
mance is treated as a staged reading, 
Frankel said, with both company actors 
and audience amateurs holding scripts 
on stage. 

The spontaneous, participatory 
nature of the show makes the experience 

more exciting for everyone involved, 
said one Brooklyn Theatre Club player.

“Audience interaction takes an expe-
rience that it is traditionally pretty pas-
sive and turns it into the exact opposite,” 
said Greenpoint actor Lauren Drapek, 
who plays Penelope Pennywise in the 
show. “The audience sees the actors up 
close, gets to touch sets and costumes, 
and has the spotlight turned on them.”

Brooklyn Theatre Club pres-
ents “Urinetown: The Musical!” at 
Muchmore’s (2 Havemeyer St. at N. 
Ninth Street in Williamsburg, www.
brooklyntheatreclub.com). April 8 at 9 
pm. $15.

Thespians stage audience-interactive ‘Urinetown’ in a bar

Bar method: Cast and crew from Brooklyn Theatre Club ham it up at Muchmore’s in Williamsburg, where they will perform “Urinetown: The Musical.”  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Musical beer-ter

Jewish groups hand out kosher-for-Passover food for holiday
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THATSA LOTSA MATZOH!: (Above) Diana Rafailova, a volunteer with the Be Proud Foundation, is ready to hand 
out some matzoh — the unleavened bread that observant Jews eat when most grains are forbidden during 
Passover.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

HOW CON-SEDER-ATE!

Continued on page 3
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WHAT A MITZVAH: (Clockwise 
from above) About 600 people 
received kosher-for-Passover food 
at a giveaway that the Jewish Com-
munity Council of Greater Coney 
Island organized in Coney Island on 
March 30. Sara Chamama passes 
out packages of kosher food in Co-
ney Island. The Shorefront Jewish 
Community Council passed out ko-
sher-for-Passover food in Brighton 
Beach on March 26. Raisa Chernina 
of the Be Proud Foundation gives 
Borough President Adams a box of 
matzoh. Rabbi Moshe Wiener from 
the Shorefront Jewish Community 
Council helps a neighbor package 
food she got at the giveaway. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

eral food stamp program have 
made it tougher for the Tribe’s 
poorer members to afford ko-
sher food, which is typically 
more expensive than non-ko-

sher fare, she said. 
Passover compounds the 

problem, because special 
proscriptions against many 
grains and leavening agents 
further narrow shoppers’ op-
tions and can put a greater 
strain on budgets, advocates 
said.

And for the fi rst time ever, 
the Be Proud Foundation also 
handed out chocolate and 
cake for another upcoming 
holiday.

“This year we gave to peo-
ple not only for Passover but 
for Easter, because it’s very 
close,” Chernina said.

Continued from page 2 

PASSOVER
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BY MAX JAEGER
Two Bay Ridge parochial schools are 
melting the glass ceiling and turning it 
into beakers.

Science students at all-girl middle 
school Visitation Academy are fi nish-
ing their fi rst semester using sophis-
ticated computer-aided drafting soft-
ware and a 3D printer, and boys-only 
Xaverian High School is gearing up 
its labs for an infl ux of new scientists 
when the school goes co-ed in 2016. 

Visitation is already planning to 
buy a second printer and expand its 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics program, since 
more and more women will be needed 
in the science and technology work-
force in coming years, despite fac-
ing strong headwinds, according to 
Visitation science teacher Mary Ann 
McGrath.

“Women will play a signifi cant role 
in technology in the future,” McGrath 
said. “This is especially important 
knowing what opposition they’re go-
ing to face.”

Indeed, more women than ever are 
entering the biological and natural sci-
ence workforce, but women’s share of 
the male-dominated fi eld  of engineer-
ing has actually shrunk in recent de-
cades — due largely to pre-existing bi-
ases in the classroom and workplace, 
according to a study by the American 
Association for University Women.

Visitation’s program takes the gen-
der element out of the equation.

“There are no boys in the classroom 
to dismiss them,” McGrath said.

The school began teaching technol-

ogy classes in 2012, and educators in-
corporated computer design software 
and a 3D printer this year. The girls 
took to the gizmos like seasoned vets, 
McGrath said.

“When I fi rst came in, I couldn’t 
run the 3D printer,” she said. “The 
girls showed me.”

And when the young scientists 
graduate from Visitation, they’ll be 
able to pick up their studies at Xaver-
ian High School, which will begin ac-
cepting girls in 2016, and has a state-
of-the-art technology lab — including 
a 3D printer, high-powered computers, 
and a wind tunnel for testing tensile 
strength, administrators said.

“Outside of the big name schools — 
Brooklyn Tech and Staten Island Tech 
— no one offers what we do on the level 
that we’re going to be doing it on,” said 
Alex Alfredo, director of the Xaver-
ian’s Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Mathematics program.

The school’s principal admitted 
that a male-dominated climate still 
hampers gender equality in the sci-
ences, but he said that Xaverian will 
shed the boys-only identity it has em-
braced since its founding in 1957, in 
part to honor the institution’s reli-
gious calling.

“That era was one in which the 
whole culture said ‘women couldn’t do 
certain things,’ ” said Xaverian prin-
cipal Deacon Kevin McCormack. “It’s 
a different time and place, and to say 
that girls can’t do certain things is not 
acceptable. As a religious school, we 
believe God calls everybody to be the 
best they can be.”

Ridge schools encouraging girls in science

ROLE REVERSAL: Visitation eighth-graders, left to right, Emily Nehme, Krista Midthassel, 
and Francesca Mavicaare are so comfortable using the school’s new 3D printer, they showed 
their teacher how it works. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY MAX JAEGER
They’re quieter than the fi -
nal frame of a championship 
game.

Developers bowled over 
Maple Lanes in Bensonhurst 
last week to make way for an 
apartment complex, but they 
are mum on details about the 
project — including why they 
suddenly changed designs and 
why they aren’t providing any 
parking for the 128-unit devel-
opment. 

When the city rezoned the 
lot at 1560 60th St. from man-
ufacturing to residential in 
2012, property owner Abra-
ham Leser said he planned 
to build a series of four-story 
townhouses, a synagogue, and 
parking spaces, but plans he 
submitted at the end of last 
year call for 13 six-story build-
ings and give no indication 
the massive development will 
include any parking. 

Critics say Leser is skirting 
zoning regulations by build-
ing separate structures just 
small enough to avoid trigger-
ing the requirement to provide 
off-street parking, and the city 
doesn’t seem to care.

“They fi gured out how to 
get around it,” said Tom Mur-
phy, the reader who tipped 
this paper off to the lack of lot 
space. “It’s a very dense resi-
dential area, and there’s no 
push-back from the city say-
ing ‘you cant do this.’ ”

The Department of City 
Planning and the Department 
of Buildings did not immedi-
ately return requests for com-
ment.

Peter LaSpina opened the 
famed 48-lane bowling alley in 
1960. His son John got the city 
to rezone the lot in 2012 from 
light manufacturing to R6A, 
which allows medium-density 
apartment buildings, and sold 
the business a year later for 

$17.5 million, because the land 
was worth more than the al-
ley, he said.

At the time,  Leser told the 
city he was planning a series 
of townhouses comprising 
112 units and 56 underground 
parking spots , and promised 
— verbally — to stick to that 
design when he fi led plans. 
The community board, then-
Borough President Marty 
Markowitz, and the City Plan-
ning Commission all approved 
the rezoning —  commending 
the developer’s pledge not to 
alter his designs . 

But Leser apparently has 
more backspin than a 10-pin 
pickup. He fi led plans with the 
city in December 2014 calling 
for 13 separate six-story build-
ings — and no parking. Three 
of the proposed structures 
would hold six apartments 
each, and the rest would hold 
11 apartments apiece, accord-
ing to the plans. 

Zoning requires builders 
provide a parking spot for half 
of all dwelling units created, 
but the city waves the require-
ment on buildings that would 
trigger fi ve or fewer spaces. 

 If all the apartments were in 
one building, the city would 
require 64 parking spaces, ac-
cording to zoning regulations . 
But dicing the project up into 
13 buildings lets Leser side-
step the parking requirement, 
Murphy said.

Attempts to reach Leser for 
comment achieved nothing but 
gutterballs. 

Assemblyman Dov Hi-
kind (D–Borough Park) said 
the property owner person-
ally confi rmed on March 27 

that there will be parking, 
but could not provide details 
or point to any public record 
backing up the claim.

“I specifi cally remem-
ber the issue of parking was 
raised by me, was raised by 
others, and that was all part 
of the plan, and as I said, I 
double-checked today to make 
sure that was still part of it,” 
Hikind said. “Who’s going to 
build a project in Borough 
Park with no parking — it 
makes no sense.”

Owner of former Maple Lanes backspins on promised parking

KNOCK ‘EM DOWN, SET ‘EM UP: Developers bowled over the old Maple 
Lanes Bowling Alley in Mapleton in late March to begin construction on 13 
six-story apartment buildings, but the property owners aren’t planning to 
provide any parking, according to city records. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

LAST PIN STANDING: Demolition 
crews knocked over the alley, free-
ing the detritus within. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

No parking for alley condos
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
He is burning calories — and fossil fu-
els!

Mayor DeBlasio routinely travels 11 
miles in a two-car motorcade to work-
out in his beloved Park Slope YMCA, 
and leaves his security force in idling 
cars outside as he breaks a sweat in-
side.

The mayor, who has positioned him-
self as an environmentalist by back-
ing bans on  in-home wood-burning 
fi replaces  and single-use  Styrofoam 
containers , and is considering  a fee 
for the use of plastic bags at stores , is 
thumbing his nose at the environment 
by allowing his motorcade — gener-
ally made up of two Chevrolet Subur-
bans — to idle for up to an hour while 
he works out, opponents say.

“It is unconscionable for him to 
do that,” said Gloria Mattera, a Park 
Slope resident, co-chair of the state 
Green Party, and former challenger to 
DeBlasio’s Council seat. “I think these 
career politicians have two faces. 
Eventually something has to be com-
promised.”

Curbside idling is a threat to ev-
ery New Yorker’s health,  according 
to a 2009 study by the Environmental 
Defense Fund , a group of more than 
500 scientists, economists, and other 
professionals dedicated to preserv-
ing the natural systems on which all 
life depends. The group claims that 
each year, unnecessary idling in New 
York City causes as much smog-form-
ing pollution as 9 million large trucks 
driving from Hunts Point in the Bronx 
to Staten Island.

Leaving a car idling is also against 
the law. New York state law prohibits 
cars other than licensed emergency 
vehicles from idling for more than 
three minutes at a time. A pair of law-
makers recently  introduced city legis-
lation that would pay residents willing 
to report idling automobiles  with the 
funds coming from increased penal-
ties for law breakers.

But it is not just the idling that 
irks neighbors. Residents say that 
the amount of miles added to the 
mayor’s schedule by his trips to 
Park Slope put even more pollutants 
in the air.

On one occasion, DeBlasio was in-
side the Y from about 8:30 to 9:30 am 
before he drove another 18 miles to Le-
hman College in the Bronx where he 
was scheduled to address a graduation 
ceremony for corrections offi cers. The 
drive from Gracie Mansion to Lehman 
is just eight and a half miles, so the 
trip to the Slope adding more than 20 
miles to DeBlasio’s drive that day. 

DeBlasio also ducked into the Y on 

the morning of the State of the City ad-
dress at Baruch College, which is just 
a three-mile drive from Gracie Man-
sion, but seven miles from the gym.

In 10 visits to the Prospect Park Y, 
we saw the mayor fi ve times, stretch-
ing on a yoga mat before hopping on 
an exercise bike, where he generally 
spends about half an hour at a lei-
surely pace. Nothing, in other words, 
that he can’t do at home, said Mattera, 
who often used to work out side by side 
with her former opponent.

“He may need to cut his workout 
short, or get an exercise bike at his 
house.” she said. 

A representative of the mayor re-
fused to discuss the idling motorcade 
— which he labelled a matter of secu-
rity — but said his boss likes to use 
his old Y because that’s where he has 
worked out for a long time.

“He is staying close to the commu-
nity where he raised his family and 
where he has lived for 20 years,” said 
spokesman Wiley Norvell.

‘Green’ mayor leaves cars running 
while he jogs at Park Slope Y

RUNNING LATE: (Top) One of the mayor’s 
Chevrolet Suburbans idles as his drivers 
await his honor’s return from the Park Slope 
Y. (Bottom) The mayor huffs it back to his 
vehicle. 
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61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Scary shoppers
A diabolical duo stole goods from 

a Nostrand Avenue store on March 
27 and then threatened the store 
clerk, cops say.

Authorities say two women were 
stuffi ng store merchandise into 
their bags at the shop near Avenue 
X at 4:45 pm. When a clerk con-
fronted the women about their shop-
lifting, one pulled a box-cutter out 
and claimed the goods were hers, 
cops say. 

The women fl ed with $160 worth 
of merchandise, according to a re-
port. 

Empty-handed 
A nontraditional thief broke into 

an E. 24th Street home on March 27 
but didn’t steal anything from the 
house, police say.

Authorities say the burglar broke 
into the home near Avenue P at 4 pm 
while the family was out. 

The intruder opened the cabi-
nets and drawers in the kitchen but 
didn’t remove any property, accord-
ing to a police report. 

What a tool
A crafty crook stole tools from an 

Avenue Y playground on March 24, 
an offi cer stated. 

Police say the thief stole a ham-
mer, multiple saws, and an electric 
jack from the outside play area near 
Bedford Avenue at 6 pm. The crook 
clipped the lock from the tool kit, ac-
cording to a police report.

Fast fi end 
Police say an opportunistic thief 

stole a motorcycle from an unlocked 
garage on E. Third Street on March 
24.

Cops say the crook broke into the 
garage near Quentin Road at 6 pm. 
The motorcycle is valued at $4,500, 
according to a report. 

Pretending to patrol 
A man impersonating a police 

offi cer stole cash, electronics, and 
debit cards from a teenager on Shore 
Parkway on March 24, cops say.

The teenager was on E. 19th 
Street at 4 pm when the cop imper-
sonator pulled out a badge and told 
the teen he fi t the description of a 
crook. Police say the impersonator 
then stole the teenager’s cellphone 
and wallet, which contained debit 
cards and $100.

The thief fl ed on foot, according 
to reports. 

Money madness
Police say two cold-hearted 

crooks stabbed a man on Avenue X 
on March 24 when they were trying 
to steal his money.

Authorities say the victim was 
near E. 19th Street at 1:49 am on 
his way home when the two violent 
thieves tried to grab money from 
the victim’s pocket. 

When the victim said he didn’t 
have any money, cops say one of the 
perps stabbed him in his back.

— Vanessa Ogle

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Cash heist
A ne’er-do-well stole $24,800 in 

cash and jewelry from a 92nd Street 
home sometime between March 6 
and 27. 

The burglar broke the lock on 
the front door of the home between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Bay 
Ridge and made off with $23,000 in 
cash and an estimated $1,800 worth 
of jewelry, a police report states.

Door-buster
A brute bashed in the door to a 

Bay Ridge Parkway home and took 
a bunch of jewelry on March 27. 

The goon burglarized the home 
between Colonial Road and Ridge 
Boulevard in Bay Ridge sometime 
between 9 am and 6 pm, police said.

Goon grabs bag
A galoot demanded a woman’s 

cash and then grabbed her purse on 
68th Street on March 25. 

The victim was between Fort 
Hamilton Parkway and 10th Avenue 
in Dyker Heights at 10:25 pm when a 
guy came up behind her, told her to 
give him her money, and snatched 
her purse, police said.

Purse pinched
A no-goodnik nicked a lady’s 

purse on 72nd Street on March 29. 
The thief was wearing a gray 

hoodie when he came up behind a 
woman between 10th and 11th av-
enues in Dyker Heights and ripped 
her bag away before fl eeing in a 
gray Bavarian Motor Works sedan, 
offi cials said.

An old con
Two tricksters conned a Shore 

Road man out of cash on March 27. 
One grifter called the victim’s 

apartment between Bay Ridge Ave-
nue and Mackay Place in Bay Ridge 
at 10 am, posing as the man’s grand-
son — and then a second man called 
pretending to be the grandson’s at-

torney, police said. 
Both villains said the grandson 

had been in a car accident, was ar-
rested for drunk driving, and needed 
cash for bail, a police report states. 

The mark wired $1,800 to Leba-
non before realizing the calls were 
a ruse, offi cials said. Police con-
fi rmed the real grandson is safe and 
living in Michigan, a police report 
states.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Fast food
A hungry thief stole a food cart 

parked on 18th Avenue on March 
24. 

The sidewalk chef left his cart be-
tween 85th and 86th streets in Ben-
sonhurst to use a nearby restroom 
at 6 am, but when he returned, the 
cart was gone, police said.

Late to the scene
A goon robbed a woman in the 

N train’s Bay Parkway station on 
March 27, and a radio error pre-
vented cops from immediately re-
sponding. 

The woman swiped into the Gra-
vesend station, and as she was put-
ting her MetroCard away, a ban-
dit reached over her shoulder and 
tried to grab her wallet, police 
said. The woman resisted, so the 
brute knocked her to the ground 
and kicked her until he wrested the 
wallet free and fl ed on foot, offi cials 
said. 

A station booth clerk called 911, 
but a “delay to PD radio transmis-
sion occurred,” and police arrived 
too late to catch the robber, a police 
report states.

Robber rejected
A wannabe tough tried to rob a 

17th Avenue woman but came up 
empty-handed on March 21. 

The man started to trail the 
woman as she walked home at 11:17 
pm, and once she was inside her 
apartment building between 74th 
Street and Bay Ridge Parkway in 
Bensonhurst, the crook threatened 
her with a piece of metal and tried 
to take her bag, police said. 

The woman fought the guy off, 
and he fl ed on 17th Avenue toward 
74th Street, a police report states.

Shafted
Two burglars abandoned their 

break-in on Bay Parkway on March 

30 when they realized the door 
they’d jimmied open led to an empty 
elevator shaft. 

The pair broke open a side door 
to a building between 65th and W. 
Seventh streets in Gravesend at 2:50 
am, but they high-tailed it when 
they saw the gaping elevator shaft 
before them, police said. 

Both mixed-up crooks were wear-
ing masks, gloves, and hoodies — 
one had beige pants, the other black 
slacks, a police report states.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Brute canal
A scoundrel hit a 68-year-old 

man on W. Third Street on March 
25 so hard that he knocked the old-
ster’s teeth out. 

The victim was waiting for his 
grandson to get out of school be-
tween Surf and Mermaid avenues 
in Coney Island at 2:25 pm when the 
brutish stranger clocked him, send-
ing his chompers fl ying and leaving 
him with a bruised eye, police said. 

Paramedics took the man to Lu-
theran Medical Center for treat-
ment, a police report states.

Sour deal
A teenage terror took a young-

ster’s candy in a W. 23rd Street 
apartment building on March 29. 

The 12-year-old victim was sell-
ing candy door-to-door in a build-
ing between Surf and Mermaid av-
enues in Coney Island at 4:45 pm 
when the pubescent punk wrested 
away the kid’s sweets and $17, po-
lice said.

Old and in the fray
A maniac in his 60s attacked a 

teen with a pair of pliers on Brigh-
ton Third Street on March 28. 

The wacko attacked the 17-year-
old stranger between Brighton 
Beach Avenue and Brightwater 
Court in Brighton Beach at 9:05 am, 
cutting the kid’s right eyebrow, po-
lice said.

Pickpocket pinched
Police arrested a guy who they 

said stole a straphanger’s phone af-
ter the victim awoke to someone go-
ing through his pockets at the Still-
well Avenue station in Coney Island 
on March 29. 

The victim was asleep on a train 
at 5:40 am when the suspect started 
prying a phone from his front 
pocket, cops said. But when he tried 
to slip a wallet from the guy’s back 
pocket, the metro-riding Rip Van 
Winkle jolted out of slumber, police 
said. 

The suspect fl ed, but cops caught 
up to him and found the victim’s 
phone in his jacket, a police report 
states. — Max Jaeger
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Care is best when it’s 
close to your home.

If you live in Manhattan, The Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn,   
Staten Island, Westchester County or Long Island,  
CenterLight Healthcare is there for you.

17 CenterLight Healthcare facilities means care is  
close to you 
Our services include medical care, social activities and 
rehabilitation at neighborhood settings where the focus is on 
 you. Our health care teams give you the care you need, when 
 you need it and where you need it. Even if it’s in your home.

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

MKT 03012015

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

CenterLightHealthcare.org

Single Vision Frame and 
Lens Packages starting at

Bifocal Frame and Lens 
Packages starting at

Progressive No-Line 
Multi-Focal Frame and 

Lens Packages
starting at

$5995

$8995

$10995

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT                 WE NOW ACCEPT UFT

FACTORY EYEGLASS OUTLET

EYE EXAMS & CONTACT LENSES AVAILABLE with our Independent Doctors of Optometry, in store with ✓

  Bensonhurst Corner of West 10th Street    ◆  210 Kings Highway ◆ 718-946-0440
Marine Park Between Ave. P & Quentin Rd. ◆ 3040 Nostrand Ave  ◆ 718-258-0517✓

FOR ADDITIONAL STORES, PRODUCTS, AND PRICES VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.FACTORYEYEGLASS.COM

$10 OFF
ON EVERY $ 50 YOU SPEND

Expires May 16, 2015

All purchases must be made on the same date, for 
the same person, and for the same Rx. Must present 
this coupon at the time of purchase. Total discount is 
calculated by totaling all purchases. Dollar amounts 
will not be rounded. Discount applies to purchases 
before applicable taxes. May not be combined with 
other coupons/promotions, or insurance and third 
party plans. Not valid for previous purchases, eye 
exams and contact lenses. For Rx limitations see 

Optician, or read our brochure. 

Spend $100, get $20 off, Spend $200, get $40 off,
Spend $300, get $60 off, Spend $400, get $80 off.

E N T RY :  c n g A p r

To stay up to date and visit our facebook page Facebook.com/Factory.Eyeglass.page

The only hard choice is how many pairs you’ll want!

2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235
www.kingsborough.edu/continuinged

K I N G S B O R O U G H  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E 

CONTINUING
EDUCATION

REGISTRATION BEGINS
MONDAY, MARCH 23rd
�������	��� 	�
��� � �����
�� ���� � ��	��
�� ������ �	
�� �
������� ��� �	
����� �����

For information, call: (718) 368 - 5050
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1609 Ave. Z  
Brooklyn, NY 11235

(718) 934-6809

1750 86th St.  
Brooklyn, NY 11214

(718) 680-2121

BayRidgeLoans.org

Are You  

Money Smart?

��Attend workshops

��Meet financial counselors

��Address tax issues

Saturday, April 18 

11:30 am – 3:30 pm

Brooklyn Public Library’s  

Information Commons 

10 Grand Army Plaza  

Brooklyn Public Library’s 
2015 Financial Empowerment Fair

Keynote Speaker – Jacquette Timmons, author of Financial Intimacy:  
How to Create a Healthy Relationship with Your Money and Your Mate

BY MAX JAEGER
Talk about a cameo!

An acclaimed fi lmmaker visited 
his old stomping grounds in Coney Is-
land on March 26. 

Director Darren Aronofsky dropped 
by Mark Twain IS 239 to receive the 
school’s 2015 Alumni Hall of Fame 
award. The Manhattan Beach-raised 
director — best known for 2000’s “Re-
quiem for a Dream” and 2010’s “Black 
Swan” — told students at the Neptune 
Avenue school that it was the fi rst time 
he felt comfortable in the auditorium’s 
limelight.

“The last time I was on this stage, 
the lovely Mrs. [Vera] Fried — my sev-
enth-grade teacher — had us dress up 
as a historical fi gure, and we all had 
to come up on stage and introduce 
ourselves … and completely humili-
ate ourselves in front of all our class-
mates, and it was terrible,” Aronofsky 
said. “So it’s nice not being humiliated 
up here on stage.”

The Academy Award-nominated 
fi lmmaker said Fried helped him dis-
cover a passion for creative writing 
during a poetry assignment. Aronof-
sky’s composition, “The Dove,” later 
inspired his 2014 fi lm, “Noah,” he said. 
The octogenarian educator played the 
“one-eyed crone” in the Biblical epic.

Aronofsky, now a Manhattanite, 
said growing up in and around Coney 
Island had a profound effect on his cre-
ative process.

“It’s defi nitely been in a lot of my 
movies because I grew up around it, 
and the aesthetic and the people here 
are just a big part of who I am, and I 
defi nitely draw on stuff from my youth 
to tell stories,” said Aronofsky, who set 
his movie adaptation of “Requiem for 
a Dream” in Coney Island rather than 
the novel’s Bronx locale because he 
was familiar with Sodom by the Sea.

Eighth-grader Frederic Minzberg 
performed “Lux Aeterna” — “Requiem 
for a Dream”’s leitmotif — arranged for 
solo piano. The performance was ser-
endipitous, because Minzberg learned 

the tune before fi nding out the movie’s 
director would visit his school, the stu-
dent said.

Aronofsky joins actor Louis Gos-
sett Jr. as the school’s second alumni 
hall-of-famer, and suggested adminis-
trators reach outside the humanities 
when selecting the 2016 inductee.

“Now it’s Lou Gossett and it’s me 
on the wall, but I’m sure there are a lot 
of great people. Maybe next year you 
could fi nd someone who works in math 
or the sciences or one of the other great 
talents,” he said.

The director attended the school 
for gifted kids as a math student, and 
his fi rst feature fi lm — a bizarre psy-
chological thriller called “Pi” — was 
steeped in number theory and com-
puter science.

The school’s principal praised 
Aronofsky for his humility and dedi-
cation to his alma mater.

“His path began here, and he never 
forgot where he came from, or his ex-
periences at Mark Twain,” said princi-
pal Karen Ditolla.

Famed director visits his Coney school

WELCOME BACK, ARONOFSKY: Acclaimed 
fi lmmaker Darren Aronofsky visited his alma 
mater, IS 239 in Coney Island, to accept an 
award and address students at the school.
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Special feature

HOMECOMING: IS 239 students welcome alumnus and famed director Darren Aronofsky 
ahead of his induction into the school’s alumni Hall of Fame. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 3–9, 2015 11  B GM BR

BY VANESSA OGLE
Hop into spring!

Kids and parents celebrated 
the warmer weather with the 
Easter Bunny Brunch at Avia-
tor Sports and Events Center 
on March 29. 

Youngsters dined with the 
beloved bunny and one parent 
said her daughter even donned 
white and pink bunny ears to 
match her fuzzy friend.

“She said, ‘Mom, don’t for-
get my ears, don’t forget my 
ears,’ ” said Coretta Dixon, 
who lives in Queens and at-
tended the brunch with her 
daughter Jaelyn. “She was ex-
cited.”

The menu featured eggs, 
pancakes, waffl es, bacon, sau-
sage, fruit salad, grilled fl ank 
steak, roasted pork shoulder, 
and quiche. But one parent 
only nibbled at her food be-
cause she said the meat-cen-
tric meal didn’t have enough 
options.

“I don’t eat beef or pork, 
so the other options weren’t 
too appetizing,” said Raven 
Ishman, who lives in Canar-
sie and attended the event 
with her daughter Braxton. 

But Ishman said the menu 
satisfi ed her daughter, who 
especially enjoyed decorating 
cupcakes with colorful can-

dies at the dessert station. 
“She took it really serious,” 

she said. 
Because the brunch was 

so popular last year, Avia-
tor added a morning and 
afternoon section to avoid 
overcrowding. 

The afternoon sec-
tion sold out, but the less-
crowded morning event was 
perfect for Ishman, who 
brought her extended fam-
ily to the big brunch. 

“We had family visiting 
from out of town, so it was a 
nice activity for us to do in 
the morning to get our day 
started,” she said. 

HEAR THE EASTER CHEER: (Above) Jaelyn Dixon is all smiles as she 
shows off her bunny ears at the Easter Bunny Brunch at Aviator Sports 
and Events Center on March 29. (Center) Curtis Colon bonds with the 
big bunny at the brunch. (Left) Aviator staffers Danielle Santos, Jenna 
Jones, and Gabriella Alonso gave treats to the kids. 
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Brunch with the bunny

★★

★
★★★

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

★★★★★★★

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorcamps.com

718.758.7510

Aviator Sports and Events Center Learn more about Aviator’s
wide range of programming.

There is something for every child!

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

SummerSummer
DayCampCamp
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Time for another go around!

The Prospect Park carousel 
took a second spin at its open-
ing day on Sunday, making 
up for a rainy start to the ride 
season on Friday. The circling 
steeds failed to draw people 
out into the cold spring air on 
its offi cial March 26 opening 

day, but when the sun came out 
two days later, so too did par-
ents and tots eager to take the 
wooden stallions for a whirl.

“It was a beautiful day, and 
she loved it,” said Jason Rob-
erts, who brought his daugh-
ter Maya, 1, from Sunset Park 
to ride the vintage carousel. 
“She gets really excited when-

ever she sees it.”
The rotating amusement 

was originally carved in 1912 
by renowned carousel-builder 
Charles Carmel, and the Pros-
pect Park Alliance restored 
the ride in 1990. It features 
53 horses, two dragon-pulled 
chariots, a giraffe, a lion, and 
a deer.

PARK AND RIDE: (Left) Carousel operators Lucio Schiavone, at left, and 
Terry Langley queue up tickets for customers at the ride’s opening day 
on March 26. (Above) Originally carved in 1912, the Prospect Park Carou-
sel was restored to use in 1990. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Taking another spin

CATERERS

Offering dinner, cocktail 
and buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net
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(718) 339-8900  |  3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  www.marineparkfh.com

Marine Park
FUNERAL HOME

Our family 
has been committed 
to serving your family 
at affordable prices 
for four generations. 

At a time 
when experience 
and integrity 
are essential, 
know Marine Park 
Funeral Home 
is here for you.

   Non-Funded 
   Pre-Arrangements

   Arrangements

   Monuments

Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR and Metro-North at mta.info
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com

RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.For security purposes, no backpacks allowed, random security and bag checks. 

Buy Tickets Online or At The Door
Tickets are just $16, children $7

JAVITS CENTER  |   AUTOSHOWNY.COM

APRIL 3 THROUGH APRIL 12
MON-SAT 10AM-10PM   SUN 10AM-7PM

Valid only with cash purchase. Present this coupon at ticket box 
office. Not valid toward admission for children. One coupon per 
person. Not to be combined with any other discount offer.

VALID MONDAY-FRIDAY ONLY!  April 6-10

PRICE OF 
ADMISSION

$2OFF
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Hundreds of kids celebrated 
the holidays with an Easter 
egg hunt at Marine Park on 
March 28. 

Temperature dipped down 
to the mid-30s but the frigid 
weather didn’t stop the tem-
perate tykes from enjoying the 
festivities.

“The kids don’t feel it,” said 
Chris Ward, who attended 
the hunt with his children 
Thomas and Victoria.  

The kids, who were bun-
dled up in their winter attire, 
searched high and low in the 
park for the colorful eggs, 

which were stuffed with tick-
ets that the youngsters could 
redeem for prizes. There was 
a limit of fi ve eggs per child, 
but one father said he was just 
grateful that there were any 
prizes at all.

“You gotta appreciate it for 
what it is,” said Joe D’Arrigo, 
who brought his son Joey 
to the event. “It is free — it 
doesn’t cost us any money as 
parents.”

 State Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge), who sponsored 
the event, enjoyed seeing the 
kids’ faces when they collected 
their hard-earned prizes, ac-

cording to his spokesman.
“The senator was as excited 

as the children as he greeted 
them when they claimed their 
prize,” said spokesman John 
Quaglione.

After the hunt, kids played 
on the infl atable toys in the 
park, including a bouncy 
house and an obstacle course. 

D’Arrigo said the day was 
a great way to get his son ex-
cited about the approaching 
visit from his fuzzy friend.

“He is really looking for-
ward with all the stuff for the 
Easter Bunny — he is going to 
be here next week,” he said.

BUNNY BUDDIES: (Above) Joey Darrigo gets a hug from the Easter Bun-
ny at the Easter egg hunt in Marine Park on March 28. (Center) Victoria 
Ward drops an egg into her basket. (Left) Keri Kaplan and her daughter 
Olivia Cutrone hunt for eggs together. Photos by Steve Solomonson

An egg-cellent time in Marine Park

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure 
designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities without 
interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring 
to emulsify fat which then releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 

body during its normal course of detoxifi cation. 
The ZERONA® procedure was proven through a 
double-blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo 
controlled study in which patients average loss 
of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 
inches compared to the placebo group that 
lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3-9 INCHES IN TWO WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!
“Inches are inches, and the Zerona removes inches, more than four inches on the “test” case we did 
for The Doctors.  I have to say, I didn’t believe it at fi rst either.”        

—  Dr. Drew Ordon - Lead Physician on the Hit T.V. Show “The Doctors” 

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off  excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: Tuesday, April 14 at 1:15 pm 
and Tuesday, April 28 at 6:15 pm

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212
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Kellogg’s
Special K Cereal

$249Select Var.
10.8-13.1 oz. Box

0 3

Pepsi-
Mtn. Dew or
Sierra Mist

4/$52 Ltr. Btl. +Dep.

HAWAIIAN PUNCH, MUG, CRUSH, LIPTON
OR SCHWEPPES OR TROPICANA

Kraft Salad
Dressings

99¢

Select Var. 8 oz. Cont.

Bumble Bee
Chunk White Tuna

4/$5
In Oil or Water 5 oz. Can

Lay’s
Potato Chips

2/$5
Select Var. 7.75-8 oz. Pkg.

Skippy
Peanut Butter

2/$4
Select Var.15-16.3 oz. Cont.

g p

10% Senior Citizen
or Veteran’s Discount

Every Wednesday

5% Everyday 
All PurchasesBROOKLYN

MARKET

Stop By & Pick Up Our
New Loyalty Card at the

Brooklyn Market.

No Gimmicks,
Just Rewards!

Free Home Delivery
Available!

Follow Us For 
Special Savings

APRIL
2015

MEAT SAVINGS

99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢
Lb.99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢

Fresh Whole Pork
Shoulder Calas Lb.49¢49¢49¢49¢49¢USDA Inspected Farm

Fresh Quartered
Chicken Legs Lb.

Butt Portion 
$1.19 Lb.

Grain
Fed

Family
Pack

Smoked Ham
Shank Portion

WITH ADD’L $50.00 
PURCHASE OR MORE.

LIMIT 1 DEAL. EXCLUDING
BEER & CIGARETTES.

$899$899$899$899$899
Lb.

Rib
Roast

$249$249$249$249$249
Lb.

$799$799$799$799$799Cedar Springs
Semi-Boneless
Leg of Lamb Lb.

$129$129$129$129$129
Fresh
Whole Ham Lb.

Chicken
Cutlets

$999$999$999$999$999
Lb.

Cedar Springs
Boneless
Leg of Lamb

$1999$1999$1999$1999$1999
Lb.

Cedar Springs
4 Rib Frenched
Rack of Lamb

Family
Pack

SEAFOOD SAVINGS
Cleaned
Squid

$499
Lb.

Lemon
Sole

$1099
Lb.

Flounder
Fillet

$1099
Lb.

Jumbo
Shrimp

$3499

16/20 Ct.

Salmon
Fillet

$899
Lb.

Salmon
Steak

$699
Lb.

2 LB.
BOX

2/$32/$32/$32/$32/$3Del Monte
Imported Cantaloupes

$299$299$299$299$299California Driscoll
Raspberries 6 oz. or

Strawberries 1 Lb. Cont. Ea.

vv$299$299$299
Tender Western
Asparagus Lb.

$199$199$199$199$199
Sweet & Juicy Extra
Fancy Red Globe Grapes Lb.

3/$23/$23/$23/$23/$2Tender Sweet
Yellow Corn 79¢79¢79¢79¢79¢

Fresh
Bananas Lb.

PRODUCE SAVINGS

$199

Certified Organic

Ea.

Hass
Avocadoes

2/$5
Certified Organic

Bunch

Green or 
Lacinato Kale

BAKERY SPECIALS
Italian
Hero

2/$149
Semolina
Loaf

$129
ea.

Grain
Pie 10”

$999
Ea.

Apple 
Cinnamon Bread
With Raisins & Walnuts

$499
ea.

Eastern
Bread 1 Egg

$199
ea.

Sliced Focaccia
With Tomato Sauce &
Mozzarella Cheese

$175
ea.2 Eggs

$2.99

CHEESE DEPARTMENT

DAIRY & FROZEN SAVINGS
Sorrento Galbani
Mozzarella Cheese

$299

Select Var.16 oz.Pkg. Qtrs.

Sorrento Galbani
Ricotta Cheese

$399

32 oz. Cont.

Parkay
Spread

2/$5
Reg. or Lite 41-48 oz. Cont.

Tropicana
Orange Juice

2/$6
Select Var. 59 oz. Cont.

Breyers
Ice Cream

$299

Select Var. 48 oz. Cont.

VISIT OUR SPECIALTY CHEESE COUNTER

EVERYDAY TO SEE WHAT OUR

“CHEESE OF THE DAY” IS

Fresh
Mozzarella

$499
Ea.

15-16 oz.
Mousse
Royale

$999
8 oz.
Each

French
Raclette

$499
Lb.

Fresh
Goat Logs

2/$399
5 oz.
Pkg.

Notre
Dame Brie

2/$67 oz.

Parmigiano
Reggiano

$899
Lb.

TROP50 OR
GRAPEFRUIT

OR PROVOLONE
CHUNK CHEESE 12 OZ.

WHOLE OR
PART SKIM ORIGINAL OR

PART SKIM

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SALES TO 1 PER FAMILY.PRICES EFFECTIVE THIS STORE ONLY.NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.SOME PICTURES ARE FOR DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE.GRAPHIC MAKERS PLUS:201-501-8201

GROCERY SAVINGS
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BY MAX JAEGER
She’s one striking Viking.

The Norwegian Immigra-
tion Association crowned a 
new Miss Norway of Greater 
New York at the Norwegian 
Christian Home in Dyker 
Heights on March 28. 

The winner receives a trip 
for two to Norway, and she 
plans on taking her father, 
who is of Norwegian descent 
but has never visited the moth-
erland.

“I’m just so honored and 
blessed I can’t even put it into 
words,” said winner Lauren 
Benson of New Jersey. “Win-
ning a trip to Norway was a 
dream come true — especially 
to take my dad who’s never 
been there.”

Benson was one of a dozen 
fi nalists who participated in 
the pageant’s 60th iteration, 
and her Scandanavian bona 
fi des put her way ahead of the 
pack, one organizer said.

“She won with resounding 
support,” said Arlene Rutu-
elo a competition committee 
member who also organizes 
the annual Norwegian Day 
Parade in Bay Ridge.

Judges selected the winner 
based on who demonstrated 

the most enthusiasm for learn-
ing more about her Nordic 
heritage, said Rutuelo, a de-
scendant of Norwegian immi-
grants who got her Italian sur-
name from her husband.

“It’s not so much how Nor-
wegian they are — we want 
this person to be an overall 
representative of Norwegian 
traditions in New York,” Rutu-
elo said. “We only require one 
grandparent that is Scandi-
navian. It’s how much do you 
desire to learn about your his-
tory and narrative.”

Benson, who is half Irish, 
told judges how she balances 
the traditions from two dis-
parate backgrounds. The fam-
ily eats corned beef and cab-
bage on St. Patrick’s Day, and 
on Christmas Day, her father 
cooks his specialty — chopped 
eggs with herring in white 
wine sauce on pumpernickel 
bread.

“It’s the most delicious 
thing you could ever imag-
ine — I try to share it with my 
friends,” Benson said.

Norwegian immigrants 

started the contest in the 
1950s as a way to encourage 
their kids to keep old-world 
traditions alive, Rutuelo said. 
One of the very fi rst win-
ners dropped by to watch this 
year’s contest, she said.

“We had some of the former 
Miss Norways there — one 
from 1954.” Rutuelo said. “She 

said she felt a little bad being 
up on stage amongst the young 
ones, but she did great.”

Benson, a junior at Rut-
gers, said she is excited to re-
turn the Ridge to do her duty 
during the May Norwegian 
parade.

“I get to be on a fl oat, which 
is awesome,” she said.

‘Miss Norway’ crowned in Dyker

JERSEY GIRL: (Right) Lauren Benson of New Jersey is crowned Miss 
Norway. (Above) Miss Norway Committee co-chairwoman, right, Arlene 
Bakke Rutuelo sits at the judges’ table with 68th Precinct commanding 
offi cer Capt. Raymond Festino and the competition’s 2012 winner, Aman-
da Bernsten. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
( )

BLEACHING

Take  B  or  Q  Train to Kings Highway      B68, B82 & B7

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 

Velscope, for early detection of oral 
cancer 
Digital intraoral photography
Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for recontouring 
gum tissue

Zoom! in-offi ce whitening for safe, 
immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive diode 
laser that can detect decay while 
it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy
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A New Level of Care  
for Brooklyn’s Children: 

Lutheran Now Welcomes 

NYU Langone Medical 

Center Pediatric Specialists.

Lutheran now offers:

 Cardiology

 Endocrinology

 Gastroenterology

 Nephrology

 Pulmonology

 Rehabilitation Medicine

 Lutheran

www.LutheranHealthCare.org     

To find a physician call 718-630-RxRx (7979)
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that the building doesn’t fi t the neigh-
borhood’s character, but he said as 
long as the construction adheres to 
the zoning regulations, the board 
can’t stop the developer — especially 
because the neighborhood doesn’t 
have a uniform apartment style.

“It is an extremely modern-look-
ing building, and does it fi t in? Not 
exactly,” said Cliff Bruckenstein, a 
member of the board. “But there are 

other apartment buildings … we can’t 
stop every one.”

Cheney said he isn’t trying to halt 
the construction — he simply wants a 
new design more amenable the resi-
dents of the seaside neighborhood.

“To have that building be at the 
heart of the bay, we thought that was 
just not right,” he said. 

The El Greco diner served its last 
meal on Dec. 19. The family owned eat-
ery closed its doors after more than 40 
years and customers came from as far 
away as California to say goodbye to 
the beloved diner.

Continued from cover

CONDOS

comment.
About a dozen riders sat at the top 

of the towering thrill ride for about 
20 minutes when coaster cars locked 
up just before cresting the ride’s fi rst 
hill at noon on Sunday, witnesses said. 
At fi rst, riders thought the pause was 
planned to add to the thrill, but soon 
the gravity of the situation sank in, 
one stranded thrill-seeker said.

“I thought ‘maybe they just needed 
to hit a button,’ but then I look down, 
and I see all of Luna Park has stopped, 
and the staff comes running, and I 
know we’re stuck,” said David Zubin of 
Bensonhurst, who has been riding the 
Cyclone every opening day for the past 
decade.

Luna Park staff climbed the coaster 
and escorted stranded riders down a 
series of wooden steps to terra fi rma 
with no injuries reported. The thrill 
was there, but the spills came the next 
day, Elsener said.

“I woke up this morning and col-
lapsed,” she said. “Every muscle in 
my legs just cramped, so I’m actually 
having a lot of trouble walking. Peo-
ple keep saying ‘steps,’ but they’re not 
steps — it’s a little strip of wood that 
you have to brace yourself on. I’m not 
gonna lie — it was terrifying.”

The iconic ride opened in 1927, and 
operator Astroland Amusement Park 
refurbished the ride in 1974.  Luna Park 
took over management of the coaster in 

2011 and began another round of refur-
bishment . Hurricane Sandy delayed 
the work but  didn’t cause any lasting 
damage to the ride , operators said. 

But Sunday’s technical glitch, and 
Luna Park’s failure to alert the authori-
ties are not enough to dissuade Elsener 
from taking another go-around on the 
coaster, she said.

“Our family has been riding the cy-
clone since 1939,” said Elsner, who got 
to Luna Park at 7:30 am to get in line. 
“At this point, I would ride again be-
cause it’s a family tradition.”

Continued from cover

CYCLONE
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CD

First Step

Second Step

Third Step

0.75% 1-8 
MONTHS

INTEREST RATE1

1.04% 9-16 
MONTHS

INTEREST RATE1

1.34% 17-24 
MONTHS

INTEREST RATE1

24 MONTH CD
1.04%

APY1

• Great rate! Interest rate automatically  
 increases at 8 and 16 months

• Flexibility! Option to withdraw all or part  
 of the funds at 8 and 16 months without 
penalty� 

• Low Minimum! 5��,�$�%&''���+�������
 
 open and maintain the account

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

DOWNHILL FROM HERE: Riders make their way back down after the Cyclone got stuck on 
the fi rst hill during Luna Park’s opening day on March 29. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

CAN’T KEEP A GOOD RIDE DOWN: David 
Zubin of Bensonhurst and Adam Myers say 
they’re going back to the Cyclone April 4 to 
take the ride they missed out on. Luna Park, 
which operates the decades-old coaster, 
gave a free ticket to thrill-seekers who 
missed out becasue the coaster went kaput.
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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BY VANESSA OGLE
The fi re department is investigating a 
mysterious brush fi re that erupted in 
a fi eld in Gerritsen Beach on March 
29.

It took 60 fi refi ghters nearly a half 
an hour to extinguish the wildfi re that 
sent massive black smoke clouds drift-
ing over Gerritsen Avenue near Lois 
Avenue at 4 pm.

The fi re department said it hasn’t 
identifi ed the cause yet, but one wit-
ness speculated that troubled teenag-
ers were to blame for the blaze.

“I hear that a lot of the kids, they 
go back there and smoke,” said Kathy 
Cavanaugh, who moved to Gerritsen 
Beach about a month ago. 

Local youngsters have caused chaos 
in the neighborhood before.  In 2010, 
dozens of teens terrorized the area by 
throwing rocks, eggs, and chunks of 
bricks at a senior citizen in a callous 
neighborhood tradition of Halloween 
troublemaking . 

Cavanaugh said she has heard sto-
ries from longtime locals who have 
witnessed the teens’ destructive be-
havior on Gerritsen Avenue — and she 
is worried. 

“My girlfriend said she was here 
one time and they burned cars back 
there,” she said. “I am concerned about 
that.” 

No one was injured in the blaze, ac-
cording to the FDNY.

BY VANESSA OGLE 
Police are asking the public’s help fi nd-
ing a 13-year-old Canarsie girl who dis-
appeared from her E. 82nd Street home 
on March 25.

Allysh Doreglan was last seen at 5 
pm that day inside of her home, accord-
ing to the authorities. Police describe 
her as 5-foot-4 and 180 pounds with a 
heavy build. She was last seen wear-
ing a brown jacket and a white dress.

Anyone with information regarding 
the whereabouts of Doreglan is asked 
to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577–8477. 
The public can also submit tips by log-
ging onto the Crime Stoppers website 
at  www.nypdcrimestoppers.com  or by 
texting tips to 274637 (CRIMES) then 
entering TIP577.

Police searching for 
missing 13-year-old girl

Fire Department seeks 
source of G’Beach wildfi re

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your Clinical Studies 
in New York’s largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

NYU School of Medicine

Have you experienced a traumatic 
event? Are you depressed and 

anxious? Are you experiencing 
fl ashbacks? Irritability?  

If so, you may be eligible to participate in a 
study that involves taking an investigational 

medication or placebo for one week. Th is study 
takes place at New York University School of 

Medicine over the course of fi ve visits. You must 
be between the ages of 18 and 60, medically 

healthy and currently not taking medications. 
You will be compensated for your time.  

For more information, please call 646-754-4831.

WILDFIRE: Dozens of fi refi ghters worked to extinguish a brush fi re that erupted in Gerritsen 
Beach on March 29. Community News Group / Vanessa Ogle

MISSING: 13-year-old Allysh Doreglan was 
last seen on March 25 at her East 82 Street 
home. NYPD
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DUCTLESS SPLIT SYSTEMS
HEAT PUMP & AIR CONDITIONING SOLUTIONS

FREE IN-HOME SURVEYS
CALL OUR EXPERTS: 800-261-4401 or E-MAIL: SPLITAC@PCRICHARD.COM

THE AIR CONDITIONER GIANT!

ALL MAJOR BRANDS

1.  ALL SPECIAL FINANCING OFFERS:  SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.  6 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL OTHER PURCHASES MADE WITH YOUR P.C. RICHARD & SON CREDIT 
     CARD THROUGH 12/31/15.
1.  2 YEARS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL PURCHASES OF Friedrich and Daikin Split Ductless A/C’s. * With Standard Installation with Customer Supplied Electric. Standard installation is based on customer supplied electric with disconnect box within 4’ of the compressor location to 
meet equipment needs; includes basic installation of air handler within 15 running feet from ground mounted compressor location. The basic estimate can be changed based on the home design and electrical requirements. Deluxe installation is based on customer supplied electric with 
disconnect box within 4’ of the compressor location to meet equipment needs; includes basic installation of each air handler within 25 running feet from ground mounted compressor location. The basic estimate can be changed based on the home design and electrical requirements.

SINGLE ROOM 
SOLUTION INSTALLED!$2199Starting 

at

FREE $1000
P.C. RICHARD & SON GIFT CARD

 WITH THE PURCHASE OF A SPLIT SYSTEM WITH INSTALLATION

2YEARS SPECIAL FINANCING1

ON ALL  FRIEDRICH & DAIKIN SPLIT DUCTLESS A/Cs

PLUS

UP
TO

AFTER MAIL-IN-REBATE

MULTI-ROOM SOLUTIONS

2-ROOMS
$4599Starting 

at

3-ROOMS
$5599Starting 

at

4-ROOMS
$7499Starting 

at

INSTALLED!

INSTALLED!

INSTALLED!

Capacity from 7,000 BTU to 36,000 BTU

VALID 4/3/15-4/9/15
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The fi rst rule of the Guitar Club is to 
tell everyone about the Guitar Club.

The second rule is to teach them 
how to play guitar.

A group of Williamsburg middle 
schoolers have been inspired to teach 
fellow students how to handle an axe 
after a school parent and a teacher 
took the time to teach them how to play 
a six-string.

Guitar-playing parent Beau Fried-
lander teamed with MS 577 guitar-play-
ing teacher Tom MacDonald to teach 
kids songs such as the  Lumineer’s 
“Ho Hey,”  and after they rocked out at 
a holiday show, demand for the duo’s 
services out weighed their supply of 
time.

And that’s when their fi rst students 
stepped in.

“When a kid fi nally gets it, it gives 
me the feeling that I have done some-
thing good,” said 13-year-old stu-
dent Matthew Fitzpatrick, a seventh 
grader who has already begun pass-
ing down his knowledge to kids even 
more wet behind the ears than he, 
even though he only started playing 
six months ago and knows a handful 

of chords. “It is really fun.”
Fitzpatrick and other older kids 

picked up the slack by starting to 
teach each other, and as soon as they 
would learn a new chord or song, they 
would seek out younger kids to show 
them how it is done. Friedlander and 
MacDonald started asking their stu-
dents to promise to pass on what they 
learned. 

“We are creating this weird little 
nation of guitar players,” said Fried-
lander. 

And the kids all turn out to be all 
right as teachers.

“Kids are sometimes better at show-
ing each other how to do things than 
adults are,” said Friedlander. “They 
speak the same language.”

And according to the kids, explain-

ing how something is done to another 
student benefi ts both the student and 
the teacher. 

“Teaching helps you understand 
the instruments better,” said Ella 
Friedlander. “You are getting a deeper 
understanding of what you are play-
ing.”

The kids have already learned sev-
eral popular songs, including  “Fire-
work”  by Katy Perry,  “Maps”  by Ma-
roon 5, and  “Rude”  by Magic. They 
have also taken on some stalwart clas-
sics, including  “You’ve Got to Hide 
Your Love Away”  by the Beatles and 
 “Sweet Home Alabama”  by Lynyrd 
Skynyrd. 

The kids  are now raising money  to 
build a website where they will post 
their own homemade instructional 
videos, and are hoping to raise enough 
money to buy guitars for 50 more kids. 

Friedlander and MacDonald also 
hope to expand the club to at least two 
more schools and eventually the entire 
city. 

“I just want kids to be enriched 
with music and the arts and learn a 
skill that goes with you beyond test 
taking,” said MacDonald. 

Middle school kids in Williamsburg teach each other how to play guitar

HEADS OF THE CLASS: Beau Friedlander, front row left, and Tom MacDonald, right, with their 
music students, some of whom teach other kids to play guitar. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

ROCK ’N’ ROLL JR. HIGH

Great rates like ours are always in season.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

12-Month CD

1.05%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

*New money only. APY effective February 9, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from 
an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark
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514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com

www.DoctorTsukerman.com

We are here to give you personalized care

Zhanna Tsukerman, MDZhanna Tsukerman, MD

Dr. Tsukerman treats patients in Coney Island 
Hospital from admission to discharge

Board Certifi ed Doctor of Internal MedicineBoard Certifi ed Doctor of Internal Medicine

We accept 

Medicare, Medicaid, 

all other major 

Health Insurances 

Work Compensation

Dr. Tsukerman has active credentials at Beth Israel and Lutheran Hospitals, and is an attending physician in Coney Island Hospital’s internal medicine residency program.

Podiatrist & Physical Therapy On Premises

514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com

www.DoctorTsukerman.com

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 

perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 

disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 

similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 

40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 

are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 

DRX9000TM…an FDA approved device that is saving 

thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 

pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 

without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an unex-

pected result of space travel - Astronauts that left 

with back pain would come back without it. After 

investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 

found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the interverte-

bral discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 

you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 

removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 

pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 

better - and this is the key - a negative pressure is 

created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 

herniated material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation suf-

ferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-

mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-

ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-

erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 

or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 

FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 

appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 

office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 

Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 

Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM
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WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

www.citytech.cuny.edu/summer

SESSION 1 BEGINS ON

MAY 28
SESSION 2 BEGINS ON 

JULY 6

SUMMER SESSIONS

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
BEGINS ON APRIL 6: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT
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Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow

Children born in 2011 are eligible to apply
for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K.

Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Me-ouch! A Williamsburg 
councilman was repeatedly 
bitten by a pregnant and bul-
let-ridden cat when he tried to 
rescue it from Brooklyn’s own 
circle of hell, the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway.

Now, the terrifi ed kitty is 
recovering — and preparing to 
bring a litter into the world — 
at a rescue center where vets 
say they’ll remove the bullet 
after they remove the kittens.

It all started last Friday 
night when Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Williamsburg) says 
he was driving toward Green-
point on the highway when he 
saw the cat on the other side 
of the median limping toward 
Downtown. He then did what 
any Good Samaritan would do 
in that situation: call 911. But 
the 911 operator he reached 
did what any good 911 operator 
would do in that situation: told 
him it wasn’t an emergency.

That’s when Levin took 
things into his own hands. 
First, he asked his signifi cant 
other to verify that it would be 
a good idea to double-back and 

save the cat. 
“My girlfriend told me 

‘This will bother you if you do 
not do it,’ ” he said.

So he exited the highway 
and got back on the other side 
where he stopped and picked 
up the cat as a police offi cer, 

who happened to be on the 
road, waited behind him to 
make sure Levin did not get 
hit by a car. But the offi cer 
could not stop the terrifi ed ani-
mal from biting Levin hard on 
both hands as he wrangle the 
ferocious feline into his Ford 
Focus hatchback, which he ap-
parently  bought to replace his 
legendary Honda Civic .

Levin brought the cat to 
the nearby Brooklyn Animal 
Resource Coalition where he 
asked an employee to get the 
still-freaking-out animal out 
of his Ford. 

As soon as the staffers saw 
the frightened feline, they 
realized that she was preg-
nant and that she had been 
abused, said Vinny Spinola, 
the group’s vice president. 

They X-rayed the animal 
and found a bullet lodged in 
her hip, along with many 
other puncture wounds, cuts, 
and bruises that had all hap-
pened at different times, and 
the pads of its feet ripped off. 

“This poor animal was 
abused over a long period of 
time,” said Spinola. 

The staff named the cat “Lo-
retta” and has been keeping a 
close eye on her. She is due to 
give birth in about a week, and 
the staff plans to perform sur-
gery to remove the bullet after 
the kittens come out. 

Levin got to his scheduled 
meeting only a half an hour 
late, and later took himself 
to Methodist Hospital, where 
doctors gave him a tetanus 
shot and some antibiotics for 
his bite wounds. 

Councilman rescues shot, pregnant cat from BQE

GOOD CAT-MARITAN: Councilman Steve Levin saw this cat wandering 
on the Brooklyn Queens Expressway, so he captured it and took it to the 
Brooklyn Animal Resource Coalition.  Vinny Spinola

LONG RECOVERY: The pregnant 
cat that the staff at Brooklyn Ani-
mal Resource Coalition has named 
Loretta suffered terribly at the 
hands of an abusive person who 
the staff says beat and shot the 
cat over a long period of time. 
 Vinny Spinola

Showing pity for kitty



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 3–9, 201526    B GM BR

QUEENS (AP) — Chris Mul-
lin is coming back to St. John’s 
University.

The Brooklyn native and 
Xaverian High School star 
who led St. John’s basketball 
team to the 1985 Final Four 
was introduced as coach on 
Wednesday at Carnesecca 
Arena at the school’s Queens 
campus.

“This is a role I have been 
preparing for all of my life,” 
Mullin said in a statement. 
“There are so many people 
who have had a great infl u-
ence on me to reach this point, 
especially my parents, Coach 
(Lou) Carnesecca and my for-
mer teammates.”

He succeeds Steve Lavin, 
who agreed to leave last week. 
Lavin took the Red Storm to 
the NCAA Tournament twice 
in fi ve seasons.

“As we embark on this 
next chapter of our storied 
history, it is with great pride 
and excitement one of our 
most revered student-athletes 
returns to take the reins of a 
program he once vaulted into 
the national spotlight,” said 

St. John’s athletic director 
Chris Monasch.

Iowa State assistant Matt 

Abdelmassih will join Mullin 
as an assistant coach.

Mullin spent the last two 
seasons working for the Sac-
ramento Kings as a senior ad-
viser. He previously served 
fi ve years as the executive 
vice president of basketball 
operations for the Golden 
State Warriors.

St. John’s all-time scor-
ing leader with 2,440 career 
points, Mullin played from 
1981–85 under Hall of Fame 
coach Carnesecca. He led St. 
John’s to four-straight NCAA 
Tournaments.

Mullin has not coached at 
any level, but said he wants 
to help players “reach their 
goals, similar to the impact 
coach Carnesecca had on me 
30 years ago.”

Mullin was a fi ve-time 
All-Star with Golden State, 
a member of the USA’s gold-
medal winning “Dream 
Team” in 1992 and inducted 
into the 2011 Naismith Memo-
rial Basketball Hall of Fame. 
Of course, he led the Xaverian 
Clippers to a state champion-
ship in 1981.

Xaverian’s Chris Mullin to coach team he starred for

STORM BREWING: Brooklyn native and Xaverian High School basketball 
star Chris Mullin, right, and his former coach Lou Carnesecca, hold Mul-
lin’s retired jersey during a news conference to announce his hiring as St. 
John’s men’s basketball coach. Associated Press / John Minchillo

MOST VALUABLE COACH: Mullin 
holds up his Most-Valuable Player 
award for the ECAC Holiday Festival 
Tournament, which St. John’s won 
by defeating North Carolina State 
66-56 at Madison Square Garden in 
1984.  Associated Press

Clipper to lead St. John’s

Presents Our

Super Sweet Sixteen Expo
Dyker Beach Golf Course 

 

DJ Entainment, Photo Booth,  
Spatular Fashion Show, Lounge Furniture,  

Balloons, Decorations, Chocolate Fountain,  
Favors/Invatations, Give-a-ways,  

Door Prizes and Much More.

Hair & Makeup by:  
PILO ARTS DAY SPA & SALON

DJ Performance by:  
FIVE STAR ENTERTAINMENT

Free Personal Shopper Bags for Sweet 16 Ladies 
Exhibitor’s Raffle Tickets will be given out for prizes

Everything to plan your Sweet 16 can be found right here!

Register for Free Tickets: CALL 718-629-9299
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Long Island University is Pleased to Announce and
Congratulate the 2014 George Polk Award Winners

polkawards.org

International Reporting
Rukmini Callimachi
Ransom for Hostages
The New York Times

Foreign Reporting
Rania Abouzeid

“The Jihad Next Door”
PoliticoMagazine

Health Reporting
Adam Nossiter, Norimitsu
Onishi, Ben Solomon,
Sheri Fink, Helene Cooper  
and Daniel Berehulak
Ebola in West Africa
The New York Times

National Reporting
Carol Leonnig
Secret Service Scandal
The Washington Post

Local Reporting
Tim Novak, Chris Fusco  
and Carol Marin

“Who Killed David Koschman?”
Chicago Sun-Times

Business Reporting
International Consortium of 
Investigative
Journalists
Tax Havens in China and Europe
The Center for Public Integrity

Environmental Reporting
Staff
Oso Mudslide
The Seattle Times

Justice Reporting
Julie K. Brown
Florida Prison Deaths
Miami Herald

Michael Schwirtz and
Michael Winerip
Rikers Island Expose
The New York Times

Magazine Reporting
James Verini

“Should the United Nations  
Wage War to Keep Peace?”
National Geographic

Military Reporting
Dennis Wagner
VA Hospital Scandal
The Arizona Republic

State Reporting
Doug Pardue, Glenn Smith,  
Jennifer Berry Hawes and  
Natalie Caula Hauff

“Till Death Do Us Part”
The Post and Courier
(South Carolina)

Television Reporting
Marisa Venegas, John Carlos Frey, 
and Solly Granatstein

“Muriendo por Cruzar”
(“The Real Death Valley”)
Telemundo, The Weather  
Channel, Efran Films and  
The Investigative Fund
(Melvin McCray)

Commentary
Ta-Nehisi Coates

“The Case for Reparations”
The Atlantic

Career Award
Garry Trudeau

Long Island University

SHE SNORES MORE
 THAN I DO, BUT I STILL 
LOVE MY HUMAN.

— BANDIT
   adopted 11-26-09
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BY TOM HAYS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Authorities investigating allegations 
of a Medicaid scam involving doc-
tors and others in Brooklyn and other 
parts of the city recall coming across 
something curious in a lower fl oor of a 
clinic: stacks of shoe boxes containing 
cheap, off-brand sneakers, boots and 
sandals in a variety of sizes.

Downstairs was “like a shoe store,” 
District Attorney Ken Thompson said 
Tuesday at a news conference. “How 
many clinics have that?”

Prosecutors say the footwear 
stockpile was further proof that the 
clinic was part of a ring that used shoe 
giveaways to lure poor people into a 
scheme that cheated Medicaid out of 
nearly $7 million over a two-year pe-
riod. An investigation revealed Tues-
day resulted in health care fraud, 
money laundering, and other charges 
against 23 people, including nine phy-
sicians.

According to court papers, the ring 
used recruiters to approach poor peo-
ple — referred to as “guinea pigs” by 
the purported ringleader — outside 
homeless shelters, soup kitchens, and 
welfare centers. The people were of-
fered free shoes if they could produce 

a valid Medicaid card and agreed to 
be taken by van to one of fi ve clinics 
in Brooklyn and the Bronx, the papers 
said.

In some instances, the recruits 
weren’t even required to take off their 
old shoes by the podiatrists giving the 
phony foot exams and fi tting them 
with ankle braces and other devices 
they didn’t need, authorities said. 
Other times, doctors would order a 
battery of other unnecessary tests, in-
cluding pain management evaluations 
and cardiograms, which they billed to 
insurers.

The investigation relied on 10 un-
dercover agents posing as fake pa-
tients and wearing hidden cameras. 
Wiretaps also captured Eric Vainer, 
the purported ringleader, discussing 
the scheme, authorities said.

“The key is to build up the business 
at 953,” Vainer told a counterpart in 
reference to a Bronx clinic, according 
to investigators. “Then we can use the 
same patients like guinea pigs for any-
thing we want.”

It was unclear when Vainer, who 
was in custody in Florida on Tues-
day, would appear in court. The name 
of his attorney was not immediately 
available.

Ring allegedly lured needy victims into scheme with offer of free shoes

DA: Medicaid scam exploited poor

AARP gives you the information to 
help care for your loved ones, just like 
they did with you once. You don’t have 
to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for 
help. Visit our website or call now to 
get practical health and wellness tips 
to provide even better care for those 
who once took care of you.
We provide you information to 
give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

SHOE SCAM: This chart shows how the alleged scammers are accused of turning offers of 
free shoes into $7 million in fraudulent Medicare bills. District Attorney’s Offi ce
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

P.O. Rosa Rodriguez and P.O. James Li are two of the finest examples of the newest generation of 
New York City police officers. Both sacrificed their health to protect their fellow New Yorkers. But if they can’t 

return to work, their disability benefits will be substantially less than those of their more senior colleagues. 

For some recently hired police officers, 
those benefits amount to less than $27 a day.

Photo by Brigitte Stelzer.
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Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org

 retirement announce-
ment occurred in Wash-
ington with little fanfare 

last week that should have 
huge repercussions through-
out the world in 2017.

New York’s senior senator 
Chuck Schumer, a powerful 
legislative force, will head the 
Senate Democratic party lead-
ership in less than two years 
when his “foxhole-mate” Sen. 
Harry Reid retires. If Hillary 
Clinton (or whoever becomes 
the Democratic presidential 
nominee in 2016) has long 
coattails, Schumer is in a po-
sition to become the second 
most powerful person in our 
federal government.

This, of course, would be 
good for his home state, his 
home borough of Brooklyn, and, 
as my Holocaust-surviving par-
ents used to say, “good for the 
Jews.” Having the top legislative 
leader in the top legislative body 
of the land has obvious benefits 
for the voters of New York, as 
Schumer will make sure that we 
get our fair share of the pie from 
the federal budget. 

It is America’s recently con-
troversial ally, Israel, which 
probably will benefit the most 
from having Chuck in charge. 

Schumer is a staunch sup-
porter of Israel, even at times 
supporting Israel’s controver-
sial policies in Gaza. Schumer 
is, however, a pragmatist, and 
he will probably continue to 
stake out a centrist position 
which will hew somewhere 
between the liberal American 
Jewish ambivalence about the 
Netanyahu expansionist poli-
cies and the right wing view 
that Israel should not be criti-
cized by its strongest ally.

His biography and steady 
rise to power is a fascinating 
success story and an exam-
ple of the importance of hav-
ing strong mentors. Raised in 
Brooklyn, Schumer excelled at 
James Madison High School 
and worked part-time with a 
teacher there who was starting 
a new test prep business, Stan-
ley Kaplan. On the merits of his 
high-school performance and 
perfect S.A.T. score, Schumer 
was admitted to Harvard and 
stayed for Harvard Law School.

Returning to New York af-
ter law school, Schumer be-
came the youngest person since 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt to 
be elected to  State’s legislature 
and, after a half-decade stint 
in Albany, he ran for a vacant 
Brooklyn congressional seat 
and won. In the House, he per-
fected the art of the Sunday 
press conference for maximum 
press attention. Former Sen. 
Bob Dole once famously said of 
his colleague: “The most dan-
gerous place in America is be-
tween Chuck Schumer and a 
television camera.”

After more than a decade 
in the House, Schumer decided 
to take on incumbent Sen. Al-
fonse D’Amato in 1998. After 

a bruising primary against 
the late Geraldine Ferraro 
and erstwhile political candi-
date Mark Green, he defeated 
the beleaguered Republican 
from Long Island, helped by 
D’Amato’s impolitic criticism 
of Schumer as a “putz,” a de-
rogatory Yiddish phrase.

Schumer patiently waited 
his turn in New York’s large 
spotlight: first playing junior 
senator to the legendary Dan-
iel Patrick Moynihan, and 
then to former First Lady Hil-
lary Clinton. But Schumer 
wisely played the long game, 
getting strong committee as-
signments and eventually be-
ing awarded a leadership role 
in the Democratic Senate pe-
rennial fight to gain a major-
ity in the legislature’s upper 
chamber.

Schumer also endeared 
himself to the Senate’s wily 
Democratic leader from Ne-
vada, Harry Reid. Although 
Reid has been vulnerable for 
the past half decade, Schumer 
did not try to stage a coup or 
encourage those who wanted 
to find new leadership as 
Reid’s star faded.

All this shrewd maneuver-
ing and patience seems to have 

paid off because when Reid de-
cided to announce his 2017 re-
tirement last week, he tried to 
anoint Schumer his successor. 
Unless something odd happens 
over the next 21 months, the 
senator from Brooklyn should 
be the head of the Senate when 
the next president takes office.

Schumer’s rise is good 
news for Congress and good 
for America. He is the kind of 
work-across-the-aisle leader 
that we haven’t seen enough 
of in the past two decades. In 
fact, he reminds many of the 
late “Old Lion” of the Senate, 
Ted Kennedy, who forged a 
great bipartisan relationship 
with conservative Utah Sen. 
Orrin Hatch, which helped 
fuel some of the legislative vic-
tories of the late 20th century.

Sen. Chuck Schumer is an 
old-fashioned legislator who 
doesn’t forget where he is 
from while also looking at the 
broader picture to see how he 
can help craft good domestic 
and foreign policy.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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NYC WORKS BETTER PAID SICK LEAVEwith

“Now staying home with
the flu won’t affect my 
paycheck.”

NYC’s Paid Sick Leave Law applies to most employees. Contact 311 or visit 

nyc.gov/PaidSickLeave for information or to file a complaint about an employer.

Join the #PaidSickLeave conversation 
on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.
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To the editor,
I would like to commend Max Jae-

ger for his excellent investigative 
work regarding illegal conversions 
and zoning issues within Commu-
nity Board 10. I would like to add and 
clarify some thoughts about his ar-
ticle, “Up, Up, & Away” (March 27), 
written in response to the mayor’s af-
fordable housing plan.

Max stated that the reason given 
for up-zoning in our community dis-
trict was to allow for more affordable 
senior housing. Community Board 
10 has four senior housing projects, 
started from the ground up, i.e. the 
community: the Norwegian Chris-
tian Home and Health Center, Shore 
Hill Housing, the St. Nicholas Home, 
and Pope Paul John Apartments. We 
also have the largest population of se-
niors in the city. Something is obvi-
ously working here for seniors.

There is no logic or proof that 
creating more density brings down 
prices. Look at Park Slope, they re-
cently up-zoned Fourth Avenue and 
not one unit of affordable housing 
has been created. In fact, prices have 
risen to record highs and many of 
those new “luxury” buildings are al-
ready failing structurally. 

What could really help seniors and 
all people stay in Community Board 
10 is to fix the real estate property tax 
scale, so that owners are charged ac-
cording to what their properties are 
worth. Instead Bay Ridge area prop-
erty owners are now paying 60 per-
cent more in property taxes than 
those whose properties are assessed 
at higher values in other Brooklyn 
neighborhoods. This would also re-
duce costs for apartment owners who 
would pass it on to their tenants. 

We should be replicating Bay 
Ridge’s model as a community be-
cause it fosters economic and eth-
nic diversity, and serves as a place 
for people of all ages. We should be 
preserving and replicating what we 
have, not destroying it. If it isn’t bro-
ken, don’t fix it. Victoria Hofmo

Bay Ridge

To the editor,
Henry Finkelstein, how long will 

you continue to accuse “A Britisher’s 
View” columnist Shavana Abruzzo 
(“No thanks, Shav,” Sound Off to the 
Editor,” March 13)?

I and my family and friends say, 
“Thanks a lot” to Shavana. Henry, 
you repeat — again and again — that 
this isn’t Europe or the Middle East, 
that we’re different here. Please ex-
plain to me what the difference is be-
tween the Muslims of Europe and the 
Muslims of America? They are the 
same! They hate our lifestyle. It’s true 
that not all Muslims are terrorists, 
but most terrorists are Muslims. 

You think Muslims and Jewish 
communities are living in peace 
here? Jews are afraid of their Mus-
lims neighbors. The City Council is 
talking about American-born citi-
zens fighting for the Islamic State. 
What will they doing when come 
back? People like you Henry Finkel-
stein bring harm to our country. You 
are the one who needs to be deported.
 Carina Gen

Coney Island

To the editor,
I get it — don’t cross Shavana. 

Shavana Abruzzo doesn’t like Hil-
lary Clinton, but not because of some-
thing substantive like Clinton’s re-
cord as a U.S. senator or as Secretary 
of State. Rather, Abruzzo is ticked off 
because Clinton allegedly lied about 
taking questions at a public appear-
ance in Canarsie nearly 15 years ago. 
Abruzzo recently devoted an entire 
column to recounting the purported 
affront in great detail (“Hillary 
fibbed in Canarsie,” A Britisher’s 
View, Apr. 3). And they say elephants 
never forget. Arnold Kingston

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
How can anyone take Hillary 

Clinton as a serious candidate for 
president? In the mid-1970s, when 
she was a young attorney involved 
in the Watergate investigation, her 
own boss fired her for being uneth-
ical and dishonest. Had the inves-
tigation not shut down when Nixon 
resigned, she most probably would 
have been disbarred. As the First 
Lady, she was up to her eyeballs in 
scandals concerning her and her 
husband’s actions, both while in the 
White House, and even before that, 
back in Arkansas. 

After the Clintons left the White 

House, Hillary Clinton needed a job, 
so she did what Bobby Kennedy did, 
she became a carpetbagger senator 
from the New York, where she had 
never lived until about 30 days prior 
to the election. As senator she wrote 
no laws and did not even sponsor a 
street naming somewhere. In short, 
she accomplished nothing. Fast for-
ward to the presidency of Barack 
Obama. She was appointed secre-
tary of state. She flitted around the 
world, doing nothing special and 
managed to make a fool out of her-
self with that stupid “reset” button 
that she gave to the Russian presi-
dent. Then she failed to do her job 
during the Benghazi debacle where 
four Americans, including Ambas-
sador Chris Stevens, were murdered 
in a most savage and barbaric fash-
ion after an eight-hour gun battle. 
She took no action to help them 
whatsoever, even while there was 
still time to help them. The term 
“dereliction of duty” comes immedi-
ately to mind. Then she had the ut-
ter gall to say the attack was caused 
by a YouTube video, which she knew 
was false. She was attempting to de-
flect attention from her lack of any 
action. So, that’s another job with no 
accomplishments. 

It has recently come to light that 
she used her private email account to 
conduct government business which 
is a crime. She was conducting gov-
ernment business “under the radar” 
so that her activities could not be 
monitored. It has also come to light 
that she accepted a whole lot of ille-
gal contributions from Middle East 
countries. Admittedly some good 
was done with some of the money, 
but that, of course, was not the rea-
son for the donations. Hillary Clin-
ton has no ethics, no honor, no core 
beliefs and is dishonest to her bones. 
That is Hillary Clinton from the be-
ginning of her adult life. With a re-
sume like that, her face should be 
posted on post office walls. We have 
already seen the results of what a 
president with those attributes can 
do to the country. We cannot endure 
that again. David F. Podesta

Marine Park

To the editor,
Yes, it’s super important to be in-

formed and to have opinions, but a 
constant, repetitive drone of nega-
tivity, cynicism, anger, and fear ac-
complishes nothing. It is far too easy 

to be critical of others. It’s much 
more difficult to devise something 
positive and or good, or to invest the 
time and effort necessary to become 
actively involved in local or larger 
issues and programs in place, or to 
spend some time trying to offer up 
something positive: an idea, a move-
ment, or even something already in 
place that might spark change for 
the better.

C’mon, two wrongs do not make 
a right. Just because the other (red) 
side does it does not mean “we” 
should too. “We” lost the 2014 mid-
term elections because the right mes-
sages weren’t getting put out and 
what was being said did not engage 
the voters enough to get them to actu-
ally vote. Maybe it’s time to try other 
tactics? Barry Brothers
 Homecrest
 

To the editor,
There was a time long ago when 

the Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority’s etiquette campaign to bring 
back good manners — “It’s A Subway 
Car, Not A Dining Car” and “Stop the 
Spread Please Its a Space Issue” — 
was not necessary. In the 1960s it was 
common to find both penny gum and 
soda machines dispensing products 
at subway stations. Clean and safe 
bathrooms were readily available. It 
was a time when people respected au-
thority and law. 

Previous generations of riders did 
not litter subway stations and buses 
leaving behind gum, candy wrap-
pers, paper cups, bottles, and news-
papers. No one would openly eat 
pizza, chicken or other messy foods 
while riding a bus or subway. Every-
one paid their way and there was no 
fare evasion.

Today riders have to deal with 
conductors who close the doors while 
crossing the platform attempting to 
transfer from a local to the express 
train. Try looking for the proper 
way to depose of your old newspa-
per as more trash cans are removed 
from more stations. Riders have to 
deal with aggressive panhandlers, 
people eating as if at home or in a 
restaurant, those hogging two seats, 
yawning, coughing or sneezing with-
out covering and the release of flat-
ulence. Women are periodically ac-
costed by gropers while perverts 
engage in other unhealthy sexual ac-
tivities. Larry Penner

Great Neck, N.Y.

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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everal years ago, when 
my roommate and I vis-
ited Niagara Falls, we 

stayed in a beautiful hotel on 
the Canadian side. It both-
ered me to have to add to the 
economy of Canada instead 
of my own country, but the 
New York side of the falls was 
depressed, dirty, and filled 
with graffiti. 

After several beautiful, 
enjoyable days at the falls, 
we drove south back over the 
border, through Buffalo. We 
stopped for lunch at a restau-
rant in a nice area that was 
recommended by the Ameri-
can Automobile Association, 
but during our long drive 
back we couldn’t help but no-
tice many depressed areas in 
Northern and Central New 
York. 

I remember that when 
Hillary Clinton ran for Sen-
ate she campaigned on a 
promise to create 200,000 
jobs upstate. She was elected 
in 2000 and served in the 
U.S. Senate until January 
2009. During that period, 
the Empire State lost almost 
48,000 jobs. Nice going, Mrs. 
Clinton. 

On the other hand, Andrew 
Cuomo is involved in some-
thing called Start-Up New 
York. No matter which state 
in America you are in, you 
will see TV commercials for 
Gov. Cuomo’s project which 
provides tax advantages to 
businesses that relocate or 
start up in certain available 
areas of our great state. 

A short time ago, the Gov-
ernor announced that 18 
more businesses have com-
mitted to expanding or relo-
cating here as a result of the 
Start-Up New York program. 
It is projected that these 18 
companies will invest more 
than 12 million dollars and 
will create almost 300 new 
jobs. That brings the total of 
businesses involved in the 
program to 73. 

Clinton’s lack of success 
in job creation was a nega-
tive number, but Gov. Cuo-
mo’s project is bringing 73 
companies here, investing 
$104 million in the state and 
creating 2,400 new jobs. Now 
that deserves a standing ova-
tion. Hey there Gov. Cuomo, 
maybe you should be run-
ning for president instead of 
Hillary.

I often discuss politics 
with Mr. B. (I am withhold-

ing his name as per his re-
quest). I am 75-percent Con-
servative and he claims to 
be 100-percent Liberal, but 
despite the fact that we agree 
on very little, we remain 
great friends. One of the rea-
sons that we continue to re-
main close is that we both 
have a love and need for the 
State of Israel. 

Neither of us can recall a 
time when there has been so 
much anti-Semitism. Mr. B. 
and I agree that Israel is the 
Jewish insurance policy. The 
Land Of Milk and Honey will 
accept us if we ever find the 
need to relocate — and please 
don’t tell me it can’t happen. 
The Jews of Germany be-
lieved it couldn’t happen, and 
six million of them paid with 
their lives for that doubt. 

In more modern times, 
many of the Jews of France 
are running from their 
homes toward the safety of 
Israel. Two years ago, more 
than 3,000 French Jews 
moved their lives and talents 
to the Jewish state. Last year 
that number increased to 
7,500. Recent predictions tell 
us that this particular num-
ber will double to more than 
15,000, and I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if one more “Islamist 
Extremist” terrorist attack 
pushes that number even 
higher. There must be an Is-
rael. You hear that, President 
Obama?

I am StanGershbein@
BellSouth.net telling you 
that my hands hurt because 
I am still applauding Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu’s mega-marvelous, 
terrifyingly terrific, super-
sensational speech before 
Congress last month. 

n a diaboli-
cal week 
straight out 

of a horror 
movie, three 
c at ast rophes 
too unbearable 
to imagine 
brought their fatal encoun-
ters with flesh and blood to 
our doorstep, delivering grim 
reminders of our own mortal-
ity and uniting us in the sor-
row of strangers who could be 
any one of us.

dad Gabriel Sassoon echoed 
our thoughts as he wept and 
wailed, “There’s absolutely 
nothing to say!” about the 
deadly fire that killed seven 
of his children — Eliane, 16; 
Rivkah, 11; David, 12; Yeshua, 
10; Moshe, 8; Sara, 6, and Yaa-
kob, 5 — and left his wife 
Gayle and surviving daugh-
ter Siporah, 15, hospitalized 
with critical burns. 

He called the deceased his 
“little angels,” and may he 
find comfort knowing that 
they are in a place of eternal 
radiance.

-
manwings co-pilot Andreas 
Lubitz was flying from Bar-
celona to Dusseldorf when 
by all accounts he intention-
ally crashed his jet in the 
French Alps, crumbling it 
like a cookie and killing all 
150 people on board, includ-
ing Americans Yvonne Selke 
and her daughter Emily, 22, 
from Nokesville, Va.

25 people were injured and 
two others were killed when 
a building exploded mysteri-
ously in a typically bustling 
section of the East Village. 
The excruciating agonies 
of the victims in their final 
moments hold their lives up 
as shining examples of cour-
age in the face of unfore-
seen horror. The Sassoon 
children, who immigrated 

to Brooklyn 
from Israel 
two years ago, 
had just re-
corded a song 
r e n o u n c i n g 
the bloodshed 
in the Middle 

East and exulting the ar-
rival of the Redemption, in 
a poignant foreknowledge of 
their doomed fate that tugs 
at the heart. 

The world was also richer 
for having known the Selkes, 
both of them active in their 
church. Yvonne enjoyed a 
zest for life and the admi-
ration of her co-workers at 
a government contracting 
firm, while former class-
mates remembered Emily as 
the girl everyone wanted to 
be around.

Calamity, tragedy, and 
disaster have stalked and 
claimed us since the begin-
ning of our existence, but our 
practice with them has not 
made us perfect at weather-
ing their awful aftermath.

Follow me on Twitter @
BritShavana

unacy rears its ugly head 
again. Several days ago 
a 12 year old was killed 

in a hang-gliding accident in 
Nevada when the boy and the 
instructor crashed into a dry 
lake bed.

What is wrong with par-
ents today? And where has all 
the common sense gone?

In these United States you 
have to be 21 to drink, 18 to 
vote and in most states 16 to 
drive. So how come there is 
no restriction on hang glid-
ing? Or shooting an automatic 
weapon on a range in Arizona 
for that matter. 

Why hasn’t the FAA en-
acted an age restriction on all 
types of aviation practices?

I don’t care how safe an in-
structor says it is. There is no 
way on this green earth that 
I would allow my 12 year old 
child to step into a glider and 
soar into the wild blue yonder 
with anyone. I don’t care how 
experienced, or what the guar-
antee. No one is taking my 
child on such an adventure. 

Not for all the “Please, 
mommy, pleases,” in the 
world.

“Hang gliding was this 
year’s adventure” reported 
KMVT.com. “The 12-year-old 
wanted to be first,” said a rel-
ative. Who cares if he wanted 

to be first? If it isn’t safe you 
just say “no.” That’s why we 
are the adults and they are the 
children — we know better. 

The accident occurred 
when the team in the truck 
made a sharp turn while the 
glider was still attached and 
the glider came crashing 
down. 

According to the story 
in the NY Daily News: “The 
boy’s family had hired the 
man to take him hang glid-
ing near Jean, Nevada.” They 
hired him? SMH. 

Not for Nuthin™, but what 
is wrong with parents today? 
Why do parents feel they have 
to allow their children to make 
these decisions, and why do 
they feel the more dangerous 
the activity, the more fun it is? 
What the heck ever happened 
to visiting a museum, the 
beach, or a famed landmark 
for a good, old-fashioned, fun-
filled, family vacation adven-
ture? 

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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’m madder than Aeolus 
with a chest cold over the 
fact that the March winds 

blowing in from Coney Island 
up against my beautiful twin 
towers of Harway Terrace is 
so strong, it sometimes locks 
me out of my humble abode!

Look, you all know the 
ol’Screecher’s love for Co-
ney Island dates back to the 
days when I sat around the 
beach eating meatball sand-
wiches from Tony’s. But 
what I’m sure I didn’t ever 
tell you was that, with the 
wind at mine and Tornado’s 
back, I can make it home 
from a Palm Sunday open-
ing day of Coney Island in 
no time flat!

Now, I know exactly what 
you are thinking: Carmine, 
are you trying to tell us that 
you were one of those guys 
stuck on the Cyclone when 
it got stuck on opening day? 
The short answer is “No,” 
and I think you know the 
reason why: I can’t fit in the 
cars anymore, and even if I 
could, the chain that brings 
the coaster up the first hill 

would snap if I ever got in!
But I digress. I took ad-

vantage of a great tail wind 
the other day and got back to 
my home with just a slight 
case of windburn when I 
tried to get the door open so 
I could get upstairs and hit 
the fridge.

Folks, the wind was blow-

ing so hard, I couldn’t get the 
door open. 

Now, normally when this 
happens, some other resi-
dent pops by and lets me in, 
but with such hurricane-
force winds blowing, I had 
no such luck. So I took out 
this yo-yo-type gizmo that 
I keep attached to Tornado 
for just such an emergency. 
It has a compass on it to help 
me keep my bearings (the 
Screecher is always heading 
due north!), and has about 
a yard of fishing line inside 
that I can use to lasso around 
the door knob.

Then, I slam Tornado 
into reverse, the door opens, 
and I zoom forward before it 
shuts.

Well, most times.
There are those unfor-

tunate incidents where the 
door shuts on me and my 
trusty steed, trapping us 
there like a mouse in one of 
those glue traps. It’s really 
quite terrible.

Thankfully, this past 
Sunday, I got inside without 
incident, cut the line, and 

headed on my merry way. 
Talk about good luck!

Speaking of good luck, af-
ter searching day and night 
for almost a week, I finally 
relocated my misplaced 
bank deposit right in front 
of my nose. And next to that 
I found a check that had been 
misplaced since January. 
So, like I always say,  always 
look for the silver lining 
playbook!

Now the time for my lat-
est updates on the things 
that affect you the most — 
my BWECC! meetings!

CB13’s Eddie Mark was 
one of the guests that joined 
the BWECC!’s Open Com-
munity meeting last Thurs-
day night. He gave a full re-
port on activities in Coney 
Island, and invited everyone 
to come to Wonder Wheel 
Amusement Park. Mark 
Treyger’s rep Jeannine and 
Diane Savino’s Olga stopped 
by earlier to leave informa-
tive brochures, as did Har-
way’s poet laureate Mario 
D’Elia, who recited one of his 
many poems. 

Thankfully, my pals at 
the Bay News sent ace pho-
tographer Steve Solomonson 
to cover Erica Kuskin’s 5-Di-
amond Hospitality Award 
which she will be receiving 
at the El Caribe. 

Meanwhile, Ron, whose 
Coney Green Task Force@
Yahoo.com arranges free 
graffiti cleanups, also 
dropped by.

Remember, BWECC! 
Dinner Committee Linda 
Dalton reminded everyone 
that due to the March 5 bliz-
zard, our Gala had to be 
postponed and that reserva-
tions and gala info can be 
obtained online at bwecc@
aol.com.

Reminder that schools 
will be closed this week from 
Friday until April 14, so 
don’t leave your kids waiting 
for the bus.

Enjoy your holidays. 
Spring can’t come soon 
enough.

Oh, and screech at you 
next week (except in Brook-
lynPaper.com, where my col-
umn has been canceled)!

BIG
SCREECHER
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If there has been a whole 
lot of shaking going on with 
your windows this weary win-
ter, consider doing something 
about it.

No matter what the issue, 
Window-Fix offers a solution.

The company can fix and in-
stall windows, doors, screens, 
and do lots more. It manufac-
tures its own double-pane glass 
and screens. It is a distributor 
for Phantom Screens, which 
makes products that include 
retractable screens and motor-
ized drop-down coverings. 

It is a dealer for Hunter 
Douglas premiere window 
treatment product, and Pas-
sive House, which offers en-
ergy-efficient high-performing 
windows. 

“We have a variety of re-
sources that meet every need 
and budget,” says Ernie Cap-
pello, who with his dad, John, 
have a combination of more 
than 50 years in the business. 
They offer their services to in-
dividuals, contractors, prop-
erty managers, and landlords. 
“We have pricing options to 
replace one window or 1,000 
windows,” says Cappello. 
The company has experience 
working on hi-rise buildings, 
co-ops, and condos. 

It also offers its expertise 
to the individual homeowner 
who may not have given much 
thought to the importance 
of having good windows and 
window-related products in a 
house. You see, the right win-
dows do more than simply in-
sulate a house from the cold. 
They save you money on heat-
ing bills, and they also control 
the amount of light that enters 
a room. Should you have a 
couch in front of the window, 
it is imperative to have a win-
dow covering that will protect 
it from fading because of too 
much exposure to light. Some 
of the unique top-down or bot-
tom-up shades sold by the com-
pany allow for some control.

Windows and window cov-
erings can also impact the 
acoustics of a room. If there’s 
too much noise where you live, 
Window-Fix can offer prod-
ucts that reduce sound trans-
mission. 

Are you looking for shades? 
Blinds? There are so many pos-
sibilities, in a wide assortment 
of styles and colors. While 
these window treatments en-
hance the beauty of a home, 
they also need to be practical 

and functional. If there are 
young children or pets in the 
house, a design that does not 
have dangling cords may be in 
order. Other window coverings 
can be opened and closed via a 
remote control. Some cordless 
systems work with the push of 
a hand to raise or lower them. 
The blinds and shades stay 
exactly where you put them. 
Child-guard products and fire 
gates can also be installed by 
the company. 

Yes, there’s lots of think 
about; maybe more than you’ve 
realized. Fortunately, Window-
Fix is there to help every step 
of the way. A pre-evaluation 
consultation offers sugges-
tions and pricing options. And 
a visit to the 10,000-square foot 

facility may also provide some 
inspiration. The company is in 
the process of building a learn-
ing center on the premises, so 
that customers can come in 
to see, touch, and learn about 
window installations, experi-
encing the products for them-
selves. This learning center is 
expected to be open to the pub-
lic at the end of April.

Another service in which 
the company takes pride is its 
ability to put screens on any 
door or window. 

“We have one of the best 
custom-screen solutions,” 
says Cappello, especially im-
portant in the New York area 
where there are windows and 
doors of every size. Cappello 
is also aware that, “New York 

City has a large insect prob-
lem,” so screens are needed 
to keep out the bugs. On the 
other hand, we need ventila-
tion in our homes, especially 
during the long, hot summers. 
The company’s many prod-
ucts make it possible to keep 
out the pests and still enjoy a 
cool breeze. And if it’s been a 
while since you’ve shopped for 
screens, you’re in for a sur-
prise. Screens, too, can add 
beauty to a home. Some can be 
custom-matched to windows. 

Brooklyn is also fortunate 
to have a number of historic 
and landmark homes. Win-
dow-Fix services these prop-
erties, including filing all the 
necessary paperwork to do so, 
says Cappello. Customers can 

be at ease knowing that the job 
will be done right.  

The family-owned business 
employs about 45 people. There 
are about seven consultants in 
the field every day, and about 
20 trucks on the road.

Window-Fix offers whole-
sale pricing to the trade. 

End the shaking, rattling, 
and rolling. Call Window-Fix 
today.

Window-Fix [335-347 38th 
St. between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Sunset Park, (800) 
337–1620, www.WindowFixInc.
com, www.BestNewYorkWin-
dowBlinds.com, www.Phan-
tomScreensNewYork.com]. 
Open Mondays through Fri-
days, 7 am–7 pm, and on Satur-
days by appointment. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Trust Window-Fix to get the job done



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 3–9, 201536    B GM BR

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, ABS, 
pm, Alloys, CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

E3502012 MERCEDES

$24,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, 6 cyl, alloys, 
p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#11628. 20k miles. 

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating 
condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 

exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT 
ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... 

COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

���������	�COROLLA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

$14,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2006 Jeep Commander, 104k  12357 $8,995
 2007 Nissan Pathfinder, 113k  9913 $9,495 
 2006 Toyota Sequoia, 150k 7929 $9,995 
 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610 $12,995
 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464 $12,995
            MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995
 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500
 2005 Toyota Highlander, 127k  11850 $7,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k  10125 $8,995 
 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $8,995

4X4 SPECIALS!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Kia Rondo, 69k SU3219 $5,495
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2006 Chrysler Pacifica, 97k 12632 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k 8314 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!
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P ets often make ideal companions. 
They are around when a person 
needs support, they can provide 

protection for those living alone, they’re 
always willing to lend an ear to prob-
lems, and many tend to offer uncondi-

tional love. Seniors facing an empty nest 
or the loss of a spouse may fi nd pets can 
buoy their spirits. Studies have shown 
that seniors can benefi t both mentally 
and physically from having a pet around. 
Pets can alleviate anxiety, depression 

and boredom. 
While pets can provide comfort and 

companionship, they remain a signifi -
cant responsibility. Seniors should fi nd 
an animal that will fi t in with their life-
styles. This is an important consideration 
for those seniors who travel frequently or 
have mobility issues. In addition, men 
and women living in senior communities 
or assisted living facilities should deter-
mine if there are any pet restrictions in 
place. 

Those seniors who have decided that a 
dog will be the best fi t can choose among 
several breeds that may be a good match 
for their needs. When selecting a dog, 
consider both size and temperament. 
Smaller dogs tend to be easier to handle 
and will need less maintenance. They are 
easily carried and won’t take as long to 
bathe and groom. Smaller dogs also con-

sume less food than larger breeds, reduc-
ing the expense of dog food and the hassle 
of wrangling large, heavy bags of chow. 
Temperament is also important, as some 
breeds tend to be more easygoing than 
others. Larger breeds may be preferable 
to a smaller breeds, which tend to be hy-
peractive. However, always remember 
there are pros and cons to each breed, 
and each dog will demonstrate his own 
personality traits. The following are 
some dogs that can be especially compat-
ible with seniors.

Pug: Equally playful and willing to 
be a lap dog, the pug requires little exer-
cise and grooming. The breed is typically 
nonaggressive and submissive. Pugs are 
good-natured and playful; they don’t of-
ten bark and are easy to train.

Shih Tzu: The Shih Tzu lives for at-

DOG BREEDS 
FOR SENIORS

Continued on page 44



40    COURIER LIFE, APRIL 3-9, 2015 B GM BR

ELDERCARE TODAY

Senior Residences on the Beach

Island Shores is a place you can call home 
at a price you can afford.

At Island Shores, you will enjoy fully furnished 
studios and suites with daily housekeeping, 

cable television, three gourmet meals, 
a complete library of books and 

periodicals, a healthy living exercise 
center, a mini-theatre with daily 
shows, computers with Internet 

access, plus planned trips, 
walking tours, 

and so much more!

(718) 667-0666
www.islandshores.org

*All services, amenities, and utilities included – no additional fees. 

No Community Fee 
& Free Flat Screen TV

Newly renovated bathrooms with walk-in marble showers! 
Must see!

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
Many people assume that any older per-
son who suffers from memory loss has 
Alzheimer’s disease. As a senior care 
advisor, I often work with families who 
tell me about a relative or friend who 
has symptoms of mental confusion, 
forgetfulness, and cognitive impair-
ment and assume their loved one has 
Alzheimer’s. In some cases they are 
correct, but in many other cases they 
are mistaking a different condition for 
Alzheimer’s, and in the process doing 
their loved one a disservice. 

Alzheimer’s is only one of many 
conditions included in the broad cat-
egory called dementia. Dementia is 
defi ned as any condition character-
ized by memory loss, confusion and, 
in some cases, personality changes. It 
can include stroke, brain trauma, and 
other diseases such as Parkinson’s.

This is not to negate the seriousness 
and pervasiveness of Alzheimer’s. Ac-
cording to the latest 2015 statistics pub-
lished by the Alzheimer’s Association, 
an estimated 5.3 million Americans 
have it, and the number is increas-
ing. Scientists predict that with baby 
boomers reaching their 60s and 70s, 
the number of people with Alzheimer’s 
will grow to 7.1 million by 2025.

A large number of people are not 
aware that forgetfulness is only the 
fi rst symptom of Alzheimer’s disease. 
It is a progressive disease.  In its ad-
vanced stages, individuals with Al-
zheimer’s lose their ability to commu-
nicate, to recognize family and loved 
ones, and to care for themselves. In its 
later phases the disease begins to im-
pact physical functions; a person will 
begin experiencing problems with bal-
ance and coordination; and in the fi nal 
stages, the individual will have trouble 
swallowing and other bodily functions 
will begin to shut down. 

The cause of Alzheimer’s is un-
known and there is no known cure. 
The disease starts with small changes 
to the brain. Two abnormal structures 
called plagues and tangles are the pri-
mary culprits in the decay. Plagues 
are deposits of protein fragments 
called beta-amyloid that builds up in 
the brain between the cells; tangles 
are twisted fi bers of a protein called 
tau that builds up inside the cells. Sci-
entists do not totally understand how 
these structures impact the brain, but 
the result causes brain cells to die.

There are other types of dementias 
that begin with similar symptoms to 
Alzheimer’s but progress differently. 
One such condition is Vascular De-
mentia. This is the second largest cat-
egory of dementia and accounts for ap-

proximately 10 percent of all dementia 
diagnoses. It is caused by brain inju-
ries usually brought on by stroke or 
traumatic brain injury. Like Alzheim-
er’s, the beginning symptoms include 
memory loss, impaired judgment, and 
confusion, but it progresses in incre-
mental steps. Individuals with Vas-
cular Dementia can remain stable for 
long periods of time then decline sud-
denly and then level off again. Like 
Alzheimer’s, there is no know cure, 
but there are preventative measures. 
Vascular Dementia is often caused by 
strokes that are brought on by high 
blood pressure or diabetes. If these 
conditions can be controlled, there is 
less likelihood of a stroke.  

Dementia with Lewy bodies is often 
confused with Alzheimer’s. It is con-
sidered the third most pervasive form 
of dementia and like Alzheimer’s and 
Vascular Dementia there is no known 
cure. Lewy bodies are abnormal 
clumps of the protein alpha-syncline 
that form in the cortex of the brain and 
cause memory loss and thinking prob-
lems. Unlike Alzheimer’s, people with 
this dementia often exhibit early signs 
of muscle rigidity and vivid visual hal-
lucinations. One patient who chronol-
ogized the progress of his disease de-
scribed waking up at night to fi nd men 
standing over him. At another time he 
noticed a three-foot man dressed in 
orange standing in line with him at a 
movie. When he looked again, the man 
was gone.

Parkinson’s is another disease that 
can include progressive dementia. 
Many people identify Parkinson’s dis-
ease as a movement disorder, but it also 
affects the brain and impairs thinking 
and reasoning. It is caused by deposits 
of a protein called alpha-synuclein that 
degenerate nerve cells. The condition 
starts with tremors in the hands, fi n-
gers, feet, jaws, and then causes mus-
cle rigidity and at times dementia.  In 
a report by Florida’s Center for Move-
ment Disorders and Neurorestoration, 
these delusions are often paranoid in 
nature and can manifest themselves 
in thinking a spouse is having an af-
fair or that people are stealing food or 
belongings. 

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care ad-
visor/advocate and founder of Elder-
CareGiving, a service that helps fami-
lies fi nd and get the best care for their 
aging loved ones when family care is no 
longer enough. She has been working 
with seniors and their families for 10 
years. Her book “Almost Like Home: A 
Family Guide to Navigating the Nurs-
ing Home Maze,” is available at http://
joannaleefer.com/book-preview.

Determining if it’s 
really Alzheimer’s
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 

more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.

 Friends    Family    Neighbors
No Certificate Needed

At first, a touching scene 
during which an occupa-
tional therapy (OT) patient 
reaches a key milestone in 
recovery may sound as if it 
were written for a dramatic 
film:

The patient’s family 
breathlessly watched him 
wrap his thumb and in-
dex finger around a ball-
point pen and place the tip 
on a wide-ruled note pad. 
Only a month earlier, he 
had experienced a stroke, 
and though rapid response 
had allowed him to avoid a 
stroke’s most severe com-
plications, his arms and 
hands were almost com-
pletely paralyzed in the im-
mediate aftermath of the 
event.

Slowly, delicately, he 
now traced out a stanza 
from his favorite poem, fin-

ishing the final letter with 
a flourish. He looked up 
from the desk he was seated 
at with a wry smile, as his 
two grandchildren rushed 
forward to give him a ten-
der hug. Their grandpa 
could write again. 

This anecdote is not fan-
tasy--it is an example of suc-
cessful occupational ther-
apy. On any given day, the 
occupational therapy team 
at New York Methodist Hos-
pital (NYM) may be helping 
a patient recovering from 
a stroke “re-learn” how to 
hold a pen and write, guid-
ing a patient with multiple 
sclerosis through the intri-
cacies of getting around the 
subway system, or teaching 
an elderly patient who has 
had surgery how to get to 
and from the bathroom and 
dress herself.

“We like to say that the 
difference between OT and 
physical therapy (PT), is 
that PT enables patients to 
stand up and walk to the 
closet, while OT enables 
them to do what comes 
next: pull out the clothes, 
get dressed, go downstairs 
unaided, turn the door-
knob, step outside and get 
to work,” says Mona Elko-
mos-Botros, M.D., chief of 
rehabilitation medicine at 
NYM. “In short, OT helps 
patients return to every-
day life, and achieve their 
maximum potential after 
a stroke, spinal surgery, or 
when living with multiple 
sclerosis, cerebral palsy or 
other neurological condi-
tions that affect their abil-
ity to function indepen-
dently.”

Occupational therapy 

often begins in the Hospi-
tal, where the inpatient ser-
vices team, led by Joseph 
Coletto, OTR/L, assistant 
director of occupational 
therapy, helps patients 
master the basic activities 
of daily life (ADLs), such as 
bathing, dressing and eat-
ing. Once the patient leaves 
NYM’s inpatient rehabilita-
tion unit, OT may continue 
on an outpatient basis, un-
der the watchful eyes of 
occupational therapists at 
NYM’s affiliate, MetroS-
portsMed. Daniel Sitner, 
OTR/L directs this service. 
Outpatient occupational 
therapists work to refine 
all those motor skills by fo-
cusing on the components 
that allow an individual to 
be independent with their 
everyday activities. 

“OT presents an oppor-

tunity to work with a wide 
variety of patients and to 
help them make the ‘final 
push’ in their rehabilita-
tion so they can lead an 
independent life again,” 
says Mr. Sitner. “To some-
one coming back from a 
disabling injury or illness, 
being able to do things we 
normally take for granted 
— swiping a Metrocard 
or being able to sign one’s 
name — represents huge 
steps on the road to full re-
covery.”

For information about 
inpatient and outpatient oc-
cupational therapy at NYM, 
go to www.nym.org and en-
ter “rehabilitation therapy” 
into the search engine. To 
find a physician affiliated 
with New York Methodist’s 
Institute for Healthy Aging, 
call (844)780–9355.  

Occupational therapy at New York Methodist: 
Helping patients on the home stretch to recovery
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BAY RIDGE MEDICAL COMPLEX 

LEFFERTS MEDICAL COMPLEX 

BROOKDALE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 

HEARING CENTERS
DOCTORS OF AUDIOLOGY

Call today to schedule your complimentary consultation!

718.513.9701 LibertyHearingCenters.com

Expires 4/30/15.
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screening
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I CAN HEAR
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PT owned
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

718-258-6699

Dedicated To Your Recovery!

Home Care
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P rescription and over-the-
counter medications can 
save lives and help people 

of all ages manage certain condi-
tions. When used correctly and 
under the guidance of a physician, 
medications are largely safe. It’s 
when medicines are used off-la-
bel, shared, or taken in error that 
reactions and injury can occur. 

Seniors who may be managing 
several different types of medi-
cations can inadvertently cause 
dangerous drug interactions by 
mixing the wrong pills. 

Pharmacists work diligently 
to help prevent medication er-
rors. However, the general pub-
lic can also do their part. The 
American Society of Health-Sys-
tem Pharmacists and the Na-
tional Association of Boards of 
Pharmacy offer these medication 
safety tips.

• When a new medication is 
prescribed, ask the doctor to ex-
plain more about it, including its 
intended purpose and any com-
mon side effects to be expected.

• Make sure your doctor knows 
about all the medications you are 
taking, including non-prescrip-

tion products, herbal remedies, di-
etary supplements, and vitamins. 
Some medications do not mix with 
seemingly innocent ingredients. 
Keep a running list of any medi-
cines you take so you can easily 
and accurately share this infor-
mation with your physician.

• Question anything that you 
do not understand. Check the pre-
scription for dosing information. 
For refi lls, make sure the refi ll in-
formation conforms to the origi-
nal prescription strength.

• Fill all prescriptions at the 
same pharmacy and develop a 
rapport with the pharmacist so 
that potential drug interactions 
will be fl agged. Pharmacists are 
well-versed in medications and 
may be able to inform you as to 
the safety or risk involved in tak-
ing an over-the-counter product 
at the same time that you are on a 
prescription.

• Many pills look the same. If 
you are confused and taking mul-
tiple medications, keep medica-
tions in the original packaging 
and double-check the labels be-
fore taking any medications.

• Use the right dosing tools. A 

spoon from the kitchen is not ac-
curate for measuring out a tea-
spoon of medication.

• If you take multiple medica-
tions, use a pillbox to keep pills 
organized. The box makes it eas-
ier to manage medications and 
serves as a reminder if you have 
or have not taken a medication on 
a given day.

• Store medications as in-
structed on the label. The bath-
room medicine cabinet may not 
be an ideal place to store medica-
tions, as bathrooms get damp, and 
that can compromise the integ-
rity of the pills. Also, bathroom 
cabinets are readily accessible by 
all, including kids. It’s better to 
store drugs out of sight and reach 
of children. Keep dangerous medi-
cations locked away.

• Routinely discard expired or 
unneeded medications. Medicine 
take-back programs for disposal 
are a good way to remove medi-
cines from the home and reduce 
the chance that others may acci-
dentally take the medicine.

• Consult with a doctor before 
beginning or ending medica-
tion. 

When used correctly, medications are assets, but caution 
should always be taken to ensure safe usage and storage of 
any medications. Greg Vote

Medication safety tips 
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Helping Brooklyn Th rive
nym.org  •  718-499-CARE

New York Methodist has over 1,000 affi  liated physicians. Th ese 
experienced doctors, many trained at the world’s most prestigious 

universities and medical centers, represent just about every medical 
specialty you might need. Th ey provide the kind of exceptional 
treatment that makes New York Methodist Brooklyn’s fi nest hospital.

EXCEPT IONAL

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary, the family member 
is just as important as the patient.

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Nobody knows more than Calvary Hospital that caring for a loved 
one who is in the end-of-life stage is challenging – both physically 
and mentally. The stress can feel unbearable. It puts the entire 
family at risk for depression, anxiety disorders, physical sickness and 
disruptions in life – both at home and at work. Our experts clearly 
understand that this feeling of abandonment is just as significant 
as the physical pain. That’s why 90% of what we do at Calvary 
is caring for the family. In fact, we have an entire department 
specifically dedicated to caring for family members, with this year 
marking the 10th anniversary of our unique Family Care Center. 
It is all a part of our core value of “non-abandonment” – the 
commitment we make to our patients and their families every 
day. It’s one more reason why Calvary is Where Life Continues. 
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tention, but this breed can be dominant 
and diffi cult to train. The Shih Tzu will 
be alert to its surroundings and, despite 
its small stature, can be a good watch-
dog.

Pomeranian: Pomeranians look like 
big balls of fur and can bring a smile to 
an owner’s face. The breed tends to be 
perky, can display dominance and can be 
diffi cult to train. Because Pomeranians 
can be dog-aggressive, they may be best 
as the only pet in the house.

Yorkshire terrier: The Yorkie is a 
diminutive breed in size only, as they 
tend to have exuberant personalities that 
dwarf their stature. The ideal lap dog, 
Yorkies want to lie around and lounge, 
though some do like to bark. If the fur is 

kept short in a “puppy cut,” the dog can 
be easy to maintain.

Pembroke Welsh corgi: This me-
dium-sized dog hails from Wales and 
typically requires only moderate exer-
cise and little grooming. They are easy 
to train and moderately dominant. They 
don’t bark excessively, and they often get 
along with other dogs.

Schnauzer: Available in three sizes, 
schnauzers are good companions and 
protectors. This is an intelligent and loyal 
breed and will need to be kept amused to 
stave off boredom.

Brussels griffon: These dogs do 
not shed, but they will require profes-
sional grooming at least once every three 
months. If socialized early, the griffon 
can be a good companion but will likely 
remain wary of strangers. They are good 
watchdogs and devoted to their owners.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Pain
stops you

We can get you 
started!

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Diagnosis and management of pain through various 
forms of treatment. Immediate and long term relief 
for head, neck, face, shoulder, arm, lower back, leg, 
knee, and ankle pain.

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Safe, gentle manipulation to reduce pain and 
improve joint mobility.

NEUROLOGY
Comprehensive examination, diagnosis, and 
treatment of all neurological disorders

PHYSICAL THERAPY/REHABILITATION
Improves muscle function to help stabilize 
the area of injury. 

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION
86% Effective in the treatment of herniated discs, 
bulging discs, disc degeneration and sciatica.

SLIP AND FALL PREVENTION
Our “Before the Fall” program will help you maintain 
your independence by improving your balance and 
coordination (covered by most medicare plans)

ORTHOPEDICS
Our orthopedic healthcare service incorporates 
detailed evaluation, diagnosis and non-operative 
treatment and care.

Our comprehensive treatment program promotes 
a fast, safe, return to health

3500 Nostrand Avenue 
(between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
Monday – Friday 9 am – 7 pm, Saturday 9 am – 12 pm

www.HQBK.com

F ew children, even adult chil-
dren, are ever prepared enough 
to help a parent deal with the loss 

of a spouse. In addition to coping with 
their own loss of a parent, many adults 
must fi nd a way to help a parent who 
just lost the love of his or her life.

While it is never easy helping a par-
ent in such a situation, there are ways 
to help a parent cope with such a sig-
nifi cant loss.

Be mindful of your parent’s 

health. Sadly, a common side effect of 
losing a spouse is showing less interest 
in one’s own health. Kids must make 
sure their parents continue to eat reg-
ularly. Invite your parent over for din-
ner a couple of nights a week, and go 
over to your parent’s home for dinner a 
couple of additional nights. If you have 
siblings, share this responsibility. 
Also, you can cook for your parent just 
like he or she used to cook for you.

While physical health is important, 
be sure your parent maintains his or 
her mental health as well. Depression 
is common among those who have 
lost a loved one, so ask your parent 
about her feelings, and if she is getting 
enough sleep. If you have your own 
kids, bring them over whenever pos-
sible. Nothing puts a bigger smile on 
a grandparent’s face than the sight of 
his or her grandchildren.

Allow them some space to be 

themselves. While you might want to 
stay as close as possible to your parent, 
you also need to give her some space to 
be herself. Your parent just lost her 
spouse, and it’s perfectly natural for 
her to want some time alone. Afford 
her this opportunity, but be mindful to 
check in with her regularly and not al-
low her to spend too much time alone.

Engage your parent as much as 

possible. When both your parents 
were still alive, you might not have 
invited them along to the movies or 
when taking your own kids to a sport-
ing event. However, it’s important to 
engage your parent in such activities 
now, as she might not get a chance to 
do such things otherwise. 

Another way to engage your parent 
is to talk to her about current events 
or even books you have been reading. 
Doing so will help her stay mentally 
sharp, and you will no doubt benefi t as 
well from her point of view.

Take a trip with your parent. Ini-
tially, your parent might be reluctant 
to travel, especially of she had travel 
plans or dreams with her spouse. How-
ever, over time your parent will no 
doubt enjoy the prospect of traveling 
with the family, and it can be an enjoy-
able experience for everyone involved.  

Helping a parent after 
the loss of a spouse

DOGS
Continued from page 39

To advertise in this section, 
please call Jennifer Stern at (718) 260–8302 

or email jstern@cnglocal.com
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HARBOR WATCH
The commander of U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Command, 
also known as SOCOM, told 
Congress he is “profoundly 
concerned” about sequestra-
tion’s impact on the military 
as a whole.

Speaking to the Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
on March 26, Army Gen. Jo-
seph L. Votel said that while 
SOCOM has been well-sup-
ported in recent years, it is 
“absolutely dependent” on 
the military services as a 
whole for mission support.

In addition to the fi scal 
challenges facing his com-
mand, Votel told the commit-
tee the variety of physical 
threats to national security 
is on the rise.

“The spread of technology 
and the diffusion of power 
are not only being used by re-
sponsible leaders to better so-
cieties, but unfortunately, by 
wicked actors to orchestrate 
terror and violence, region-
ally and globally,” he said.

“And we are equally af-
fected by the growing use of 
cyber capabilities and social 
media, which make it easy 
for our adversaries to coor-
dinate, execute and inspire 
their actions,” Votel said.

SOCOM delivers options 

to the nation’s leaders and to 
geographic combatant com-
manders, he said.

Votel told the commit-
tee that he has established 
fi ve command priorities de-
signed to support SOCOM’s 
singular abilities.

“First, we must ensure 
[special operations forces’] 
readiness by developing the 
right people, skills and capa-
bilities to meet current and 
future requirements,” he 
said.

“… Second, we must help 
our nation win by addressing 
today’s security challenges.

“… Third, we must build 
purposeful relationships to 
improve global understand-
ing and awareness to cre-
ate options for our leaders,” 
the general said. “We don’t 
own the network, but we are 
an important part of it, and 
working with our partners 
will always produce the best 
options for our nation.”

Fourth, he said, “we have 
to prepare for the future se-
curity environment to en-
sure that [special operations] 
is ready to win in an increas-
ingly complex world.”

And, “we must preserve 
our force and families to en-
sure their long-term well-be-
ing,” Votel said.

HARBOR WATCH
Crisp winds snapped across the 
sprawling grounds at Arlington 
National Cemetery as members 
of the National Basketball As-
sociation’s Houston Rockets vis-
ited gravesites of fallen service 
members, met with an Army 
widow, and laid a wreath at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

The Rockets faced off 
against the Washington Wiz-
ards on March 29, but on March 
28, the Houston team members 
opted to tour the cemetery and 
later in the day they met with 
Defense Secretary Ash Carter 
at the Pentagon as part of 
“Commitment to Service,” the 
Defense Department’s partner-
ship with the NBA.

Jane Horton, whose hus-
band, Army National Guard 
sniper Spc. Chris Horton, was 
killed in action in Afghani-
stan on Sept. 9, 2011, led Rock-
ets Head Coach Kevin McHale 
and his team throughout Ar-
lington’s grounds, including 
her husband’s gravesite and the 
Memorial Amphitheater.

Horton, 28, told the team 
her husband was only 26 

when he succumbed to enemy 
fi re in Paktia province while 
supporting Operation Endur-
ing Freedom.

“Even though my husband 
died at such a young age, he 
still had eight more years than 
so many buried here who died 
at age 18,” she said. “There was 
nothing more that Chris wanted 
to do than serve his country 
during wartime and unfortu-
nately he was one of 2,215 that 
were killed in Afghanistan.”

The signifi cance of the set-
ting seemed to resonate with 
the basketball team members 
who read gravestones belong-
ing to service members close 
in age to the athletes.

Former Boston Celtic 
McHale joined Rockets shoot-
ing guard James Harden and 
center Dwight Howard in the 
wreath-laying ceremony.

“I think we’re all here be-
cause of the sacrifi ces peo-
ple made not only over in the 
Middle East, but starting with 
World War I and World War 
II,” McHale said. “My father 
fought in World War II and 
so did my uncle so I’m very 

proud of their service.”
Harden described his partic-

ipation in the ceremony as “an 
amazing experience.”

“I got to do something that 
the President does every year,” 
he said. “It’s a great honor and a 
blessing to be here.”

Howard shared Harden’s 
sentiment, calling his visit an 
honor and humbling.

“I’ve never experienced 
anything like this,” Howard 
said. “To be in the presence of 
these great people is amazing 
and it’s something I’ll never 
forget for the rest of my life.”

Army Maj. Gen. Jeffrey 
S. Buchanan, commanding 
general, Joint Force Head-
quarters-National Capital 
Region/U.S. Army Military 
District of Washington, noted 
the precision and signifi cance 
of the changing of the guard 
ritual that ensures the tomb 
is guarded 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year, in any weather.

Tomb Guard sentinels, all 
volunteers, are elite members of 
the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment 
(The Old Guard) headquartered 
at Fort Myer, Virginia.

Team makes visit to Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

WELCOME: Secretary of Defense Ash Carter greets with the NBA’s Houston Rockets at the Pentagon on March 
28. SFC Clydell Kinchen

ATTENTION, GENTLEMEN: Commanding General of US Special Opera-
tions Command Gen. Joseph Votel provides testimony in front of Con-
gress. US Army Photo

Sequestration 
topic of discussion

Rockets visit Va.
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HARBOR WATCH
Very little conveys the health 
of an Army unit better than 
its soldiers re-enlisting. 
In the last two years, more 
than a fi fth of the troops at 
the 277th Engineer Company 
(Horizontal) have raised their 
right hands. Some platoon 
and squad leaders have been 
with the company for more 
than 10 years.

The company is headquar-
tered at Camp Bullis, Texas, 
and it specializes in pave-
ment construction. Already 
the unit is over strength with 
171 men and women in uni-
form.

“I would say it starts 
with the leadership. I really 
would,” said Capt. Vince 
Frausto, commander of the 
277th Engineer Company, 
living in Laredo, Texas. “It 
starts with those fi rst-line 
leaders and mid-level lead-
ers. It also has to do with 
training as well. Is it inter-
esting? Is it fun? In a budget 
constraining environment, 
are we being innovative and 
creative in how we approach 
our training objectives. It’s 
that type of training that 
keeps them coming back over 
and over again.”

There is a special em-
phasis in the Army Reserve 
right now to identify units 
like his: units that promote 
positive practices and en-
courage soldiers to stay. This 
effort is known as Operation 
Full Court Press, with a fo-
cus on recruiting, retaining 
and promoting quality sol-
diers.

On average, Army Reserve 
units reach about 53 percent 
of their retention quotas. 
The U.S. Army Reserve Com-
mand sets these quotas based 
on each unit’s size and the 
number of soldiers eligible to 
re-enlist. The 277th Engineer 
Company almost doubled its 
retention goal in 2013 by 181 
percent, and surpassed the 
national average in 2014 by 
84 percent. 

There are companies out 
there with even more im-
pressive numbers. Many of 
them have deployed in recent 
years, which tends to boost 
their re-enlistments. The 
277th Engineer Company 
has accomplished these stats 
through a few simple factors: 
caring leadership, meaning-
ful training and personal 
sacrifi ce.

When it comes to leader-
ship, there are not any new 
secrets. The Dirt Devils re-
inforce principles already 
known throughout the Army: 
care and communication 
with soldiers. 

After morning formation, 
groups of platoon and squad 
leaders huddled with note 
pads, addressing their plans 
for the weekend.

“He’s a superstar,” one sol-
dier said during that huddle, 
pointing at Sgt. Robert Gon-
zales.

Gonzales humbly shook 
his head.

“No, no, no,” he said, bow-
ing away, face turning red 
with embarrassment.

The others insisted.
Gonzales is a mainte-

nance squad leader. He in-
vests in his soldiers both on 
and off duty. On the civilian 
side, he is a lube technician 
for Holt Caterpillar, a heavy 
construction equipment com-
pany. He helped one soldier 
apply for a job with the same 
company. He also pursued 
another soldier, who was get-
ting sucked into a life of trou-
bled friends. Gonzales helped 
pull him away from a drug 
environment.

“We’re pretty much fam-
ily. I mean, that’s all we are,” 
he said.

If he could give advice to 
other leaders, it would be: 
“Take that road and make 
[soldiers] want to be here. Get 

to know them a little more. 
Throw a little more advice on 
what you would do. Just talk 
to them. ‘Not just, how’s ev-
erything going? Okay, cool, 
bye,’ ” he said.

Gonzales was not always 
this admired leader, how-
ever. He remembers being 
younger, slacking off, not 
taking the Army life seri-
ously. He was evicted from 
his apartment, lived from 
place to place for a while, 
and lost his car in a wreck. 

Then he deployed with 
the unit in 2009, serving as 
a gunner and a maintenance 
soldier for a mission aimed to 
rebuild roads, barriers and 
helipads.

“After deployment … I 
knew they got my back. I 
wanted to be here more and 
more.”

He re-enlisted in 2011 and 
has been applying himself to-
ward soldiers, who used to be 
just like him. 

Another squad leader has 
a mantra when it comes to 
helping others.

“He’s not my soldier, but 
he’s a soldier, so I help him 
even though he’s not mine,” 
said Staff Sgt. Raul Martinez, 
who has spent 19 years with 
the unit, and a total of 25 in 
service. He remembers men-
toring one soldier who might 
have been considered a “lost 
cause” because he would not 
apply himself.

The light came on when he 

watched his peers advance, 
leaving him behind. 

“He looked for help, so I 
told him, ‘Hey, that’s what I 
was trying to teach you back 
then. I’m glad you under-
stand now.’ I didn’t give up 
on him … Now he’s with his 
peers,” Martinez said.

That “lost cause” has now 
been with the unit 12 years.

“It’s fi ve minutes [of my 
time], and that fi ve minutes 
translates into 10 years of a 
guy’s career. A soldier’s ca-
reer. Then he turns that and 
gives it to the next soldier,” 
he said.

When asked about their 
favorite training exercise, 
most soldiers mentioned 
Canada without hesitation. 
They traveled to Happy Val-
ley-Goose Bay in July 2014 
for Operation Northern 
Frontier, where they worked 
with the Royal Canadian Air 
Force 5th Wing to pave road-
ways.

“The innovative readi-
ness training we get are 
big, especially the one in 
Canada. I mean that bought 
us 10 good months of inter-
est [from our] soldiers ... It 
was one of the reasons why 
they signed up: to travel, to 
see the world, and do some-
thing different in uniform,” 
Frausto said.

Even though it was a cold 
summer in Canada, and mos-
quitoes surrounded the place, 
soldiers said they loved it.

“It was miserable, but at 
the same time, it was fun. 
We got to go out there and do 
our job. We weren’t just sit-
ting around in a drill hall. It 
was a test of my leadership 
and everyone else’s perse-
verance,” said Sgt. Reuben 
Aleman, who re-enlisted last 
year. 

Aleman was in charge 
of a small team building a 
roadway for a bridge. His 
team did some cross train-
ing with another bridging 
construction team. The rest 
of the company worked on a 
pioneer trail through dense 
vegetation, spanning more 
than 1 kilometer in length. 
They hauled more than 1,200 
tons of aggregate, which they 
graded and compacted, mak-
ing it ready for asphalt.

“The Canadian 5th Wing 
sent us some pictures of that 
road, fi nished, completed, 
and it snowed for seven 
months up there, and just 
to see how well that road 
was holding up, I think, that 
leaves an everlasting impres-
sion … We were part of that 
road. It’s something that we 
did,” Frausto said.

In addition to the Goose 
Bay mission, the Dirt Dev-
ils also worked on a 64-acre 
project, featuring a 32-acre 
sports complex for a local 
community project at Fort 
Chaffee, Arkansas. Then in 
2013, they improved roads on 
Fort McCoy, Wisconsin, and 
they trained 50 soldiers in 
combat patrols.

Their March training 
weekend had a mild start. 
But on Sunday, the com-
pany’s maintenance team 
helped recover a Wrecker 
vehicle weighing more than 
40,000 pounds stuck in the 
mud. The vehicle belonged 
to another Army Reserve 
unit from Houston. The sol-
diers and vehicles got fi lthy 
and muddy, but they were 
all smiles once the truck was 
free.

Sacrifi ce and commitment 
in the Army can take many 
forms. Soldiers sacrifi ce time 
away from family, but some-
times that sacrifi ce involves 
money.

“Everything I’ve done in 
the Army has been for this 
unit,” said Sgt. Anthony 
Pearson, of San Antonio, 
who works for an auto insur-
ance company on the civilian 
side. 

Leadership and positive practices lead to longevity in the armed forces

THAT’S A GOOD ONE!: Sgt. fi rst class Lucia Estrada, platoon sergeant, laughs among her soldiers during 
vehicle staging at Camp Bullis, Texas.  Sgt. First Class Michel Sauret

Army’s health tied to re-upping
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By Trupti Rami

This show has a casting call and a 
last call.

A Brooklyn theater company 
is staging “Urinetown: The Musical” in 
a Williamsburg bar on April 8, and will 
pluck many of its performers straight 
from the peanut gallery. By putting 
would-be spectators on stage alongside 
real thespians, the Brooklyn Theatre 
Club is able to offer its audience mem-
bers a unique theater-going experience, 
said an organizer. 

“We want to create an environment 
where everyone feels they have the 
chance to perform — professionals, 

amateurs, and drunk warblers alike,” 
said Mara Frankel, co-founder of 
Brooklyn Theatre Club. “The goal of 
our performances is to bring together 
new friends of all performing back-
grounds — even those who only shine 
in the shower.”

To translate the Broadway come-
dy into an audience-interactive show, 
Frankel said she and company co-found-
er Stephen Schapero combed through 
the script for roles that patrons could 
jump into without practice, and moments 
where the whole audience can join in.

“We make sure everyone can perform 
without being embarrassed or caught 

off-guard by their part,” said Frankel.
Audience members don’t have to 

step into the spotlight, said Frankel. 
Those interested in treading the bar-
room boards will perform one of 12 
speaking roles or 10 nonspeaking roles, 
but the stage-shy can opt to hold signs 
and provide background noises. 

And don’t worry about memorizing 
your lines. The entire two-hour perfor-
mance is treated as a staged reading, 
Frankel said, with both company actors 
and audience amateurs holding scripts 
on stage. 

The spontaneous, participatory 
nature of the show makes the experience 

more exciting for everyone involved, 
said one Brooklyn Theatre Club player.

“Audience interaction takes an expe-
rience that it is traditionally pretty pas-
sive and turns it into the exact opposite,” 
said Greenpoint actor Lauren Drapek, 
who plays Penelope Pennywise in the 
show. “The audience sees the actors up 
close, gets to touch sets and costumes, 
and has the spotlight turned on them.”

Brooklyn Theatre Club pres-
ents “Urinetown: The Musical!” at 
Muchmore’s (2 Havemeyer St. at N. 
Ninth Street in Williamsburg, www.
brooklyntheatreclub.com). April 8 at 9 
pm. $15.

Thespians stage audience-interactive ‘Urinetown’ in a bar

Bar method: Cast and crew from Brooklyn Theatre Club ham it up at Muchmore’s in Williamsburg, where they will perform “Urinetown: The Musical.”  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Musical beer-ter
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By Max Jaeger

It is his first shot at the big 
time.

A budding Bay Ridge pho-
tographer is breaking onto the 
scene with his first solo exhibi-
tion “Without Words” at Gowanus 
venue Littlefield on April 10, 
showcasing his candid snaps of 
goings-on along New York City’s 
streets. 

The Ridge-raised shutterbug 
started shooting in 2010, but said 
he didn’t spend much time doc-
umenting his backyard at first. 
Now, Hasbini said, he is focusing 
his lens closer to home, trying to 
capture a newcomer’s sense of 
wonder in the neighborhood that 
is already etched into the soles of 
his shoes.

“[Photography] encouraged me 
to walk around the city a bit — I 
started paying attention to the 
places I was already going in a 
way I didn’t before,” he said. “The 
idea is for me to go back and apply 
the attention that I give when I’m 
shooting to Bay Ridge.”

Hasbini was born in Oklahoma, 
but his family moved to Bay Ridge 
when he was 10 months old. As a 
result, his Brooklyn bona fides 
run deep — he attended PS 185, 
the Dyker Heights School, and 
Brooklyn Tech, before obtaining 
a bachelor’s degree at Brooklyn 
College. Hasbini said his Kings 
County pedagogical pedigree 
makes up for the fact that he was 
not born here.

“It cancels out the Midwestern,” 
said Hasbini, who will also exhibit 
his snaps at Councilman Vincent 
Gentile’s district office in Bay 
Ridge during the neighborhood’s 
Storefront Art Walk in May.

After high school, Hasbini 
studied television and radio at 
the Macaulay Honors College at 
Brooklyn College. He took a pho-
tography class on a lark in his 
junior year, and discovered his 
new hobby was more satisfying 
than videography, he said.

“With photography, it’s all the 
challenges you have in film, but 
you have one chance to capture 
the moment, because whatever 
you capture is completely static,” 
Hasbini said.

But static doesn’t mean boring. 
Hasbini said he seeks out fleeting 
moments on city streets, searching 
for images that tell stories. Scenes 

in “Without Words” include women 
lounging on park benches, folks 
admiring the Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge, and police altercations.

Hoping his work will stand on 
its own, Hasbini said he will not 
caption any of the photos he shows 
at Littlefield — and he may not 
even title them.

“A big part of me doesn’t even 

care to do that,” he said. “But if I 
did, it would be basic descriptions 
as opposed to having the name 
clue you in to what you’re sup-
posed to be feeling.”

“Without Words” at Littlefield 
(622 Degraw St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus, www.
littlefieldnyc.com, www.salimhas-
bini.com). April 10 at 6 pm. Free.

By Claire McCartney

It is a sketch of the artist as a 
young man. 

One hundred and sixty 
pages of the late Brooklyn artist 
Jean-Michel Basquiat’s personal 
notebooks will be on display to 
the public for the first time at the 
Brooklyn Museum from April 
3. More than just scrap paper, 
the eight scratch pads on show 
in “Basquiat: The Unknown 
Notebooks” are filled with hand-
written notes, poems, lists, and 
sketches that offer a rare glimpse 
into the creative process of the 
artist at the height of his career, 
said the show’s co-curator. 

“The notebooks are much 
more than just hand-scribbling,” 
said Dieter Buchhart, who is also 
a Basquiat scholar. “They are 
artworks by themselves, page 
by page.”

The renowned artist was 
born in Park Slope in 1960, and 
later moved to East Flatbush and 
Boerum Hill. He died at age 
27 from a heroin overdose, but 
nevertheless racked up a huge 
body of work and profile dur-
ing his short career. Basquiat 
started out spraying graffiti on 
city streets as a teen, and gradu-
ated to galleries in the 1980s, 
quickly drawing widespread 
acclaim and fame for his paint-
ings and mixed-media works. 
The prolific painter and Edward 
R. Murrow High School alum 
created more than 600 paintings 
and 1,500 drawings before his 
untimely death in 1988.

Basquiat appropriated pop 
art, comic books, and children’s 
illustrations to create unconven-
tional images that undermined 
existing social conventions in a 
way that was ahead of its time, 
said Buchhart.

“He took from everywhere 
that was around him, from art-
ists, from Leonardo Da Vinci, 
from Cornflake packages, 
Hitchcock films, television, 

posters, everything surrounding 
him,” he said. “Like the public 
space that we are using nowa-
days with the internet. He was, 
in my understanding, a forerun-
ner for what we are doing now 
— but without the internet.”

The notebooks in the exhibi-
tion, which Basquiat scribbled 
in from 1980 to 1987, offer a 
unique insight into the artist’s 
cache of information and influ-
ences, Buchhart said.

“He would even incorporate 
phone numbers he would write 
down in his own aesthetic,” 
he said. “He did that even in 
paintings, noting down personal 
details.”

Buchhart said the show, 
which also includes 30 other 
Basquiat works, is a chance for 
the native son to speak to the city 
and its residents once again.

“Reading his drawings, read-
ing his paintings aloud, you 
will hear him, not just think,” 
Buchhart said. “You will actu-
ally get a sound poem out of it.”

“Basquiat: The Unknown 
Notebooks” at the Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
between Washington and Flatbush 
avenues in Prospect Heights, 
(718)638–5000, www.brooklyn-
museum.org]. April 3–Aug. 23. 
$16 suggested contribution ($10 
members and students, free for 
ages 19 and under).

Ridge photographer develops first solo show

A page out of his book: One of 
Basquiat’s notebooks.
 Sarah DeSantis / Brooklyn Museum

Homegrown: (Above) Ridge photographer Salim Hasbini is gearing up for his first 
solo show at Littlefield on April 10. (Below) Hasbini uses his camera to capture 
fleeting moments on New York streets, such as this snap of the “Charging Bull” 
looming over Broadway on a gloomy day. 
 Top photo by Georgine Benvenuto / Bottom photo by Salim Hasbini

READY FOR 
HIS CLOSEUP

Museum exhibits 
Basquiat’s sketches

Noted: A still from the 2006 documentary “A Conversation with Basquiat.”
 Jonathan Dorado / Brooklyn Museum
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FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

114 Bay Ridge Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220

 | Mon.–Thurs.: 4–11 p.m.

MONDAY NIGHT

Now Accepting Reservations for 

APRIL 5, 2015

SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET
FROM NOON TO 3:30 P.M.

PRIVATE PARTY ROOMS

Come celebrate your special occasions

Mexican Appetizers & Entrees

 includes:
Seafood Soup

Seafood Platter
(1/2 Lobster, Shrimp, Calamari and 

a choice of Tilapia or Salmon)
Tiramisu

Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY’S

Includes a Glass of 
Sangria or Margarita

$1195 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

Free Delivery

Choice Of Entree

with Herb Butter 

with Champagne Dill Sauce

(Entrees Served 
With Potato or Rice and 

Fresh Vegetable)

Choice Of Appetizer

Choice Of Dessert

$3895
Per person

Plus tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
$18.95

Soup or Fruit Plate, Chicken Parmigiana 
or Chicken Nuggets & Fries

Ice Cream, Sherbet or Chocolate Mousse

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCHLUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke every 
Monday and 

Wednesday 8pm. 
Original 

Thursdays 8 pm.

Greenhouse Cafe Presents

EASTER 
SUNDAY DINNER

GreenhouseCafe.com
718 -989 - 8952

Live Music
All Weekend
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Word’s pick: “After Claude” 
by Iris Owens

At the edges of every capital-
letter milieu of ’70s New York, 
there are fissures inhabited by 
characters with lives as dramatic 
and storied as an Andy Warhol 
or a Patti Smith. Enter Harriett, 
the pseudonymous heroine of 
Iris Owens’s “After Claude.” 
As anxious as she is adamant 
to be heard, to be seen and 
acknowledged and given a 
place, Harriet eventually 
runs out of money, patience, and unlocked 
apartments in the brutal late-summer heat. She ends up 
at the Chelsea Hotel, amid the haze of pot smoke and 
self-liberation pablum of wolves in sheep’s sideburns. 
It’s an exhausting story, like Spalding Gray off-script 
and reeling on Dexedrine, but you’re with Harriett all 
the way — even if there’s no air conditioner.

— Jaye Bartell, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrook-
lyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Rainey Royal” by Dylan Landis

In ’70s Greenwich Village, 
Rainey Royal is a teenager 
moving into adulthood along-
side her best friend and her 
aging jazz-musician father. 
What author Dylan Landis 
does best is examine the 
closeness and distance we 
keep from other people. Or 
how we navigate the world 
around each other, what 
it means to be angry, and 
what it means to have a best friend. 
This book is beautifully eerie. 

— Jess Pane, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbook-
store.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Distancers” by Lee Sandlin

Peter and Elizabeth Sehnert 
made the trip from Germany to 
America in 1850. They settled 
in downstate Illinois and started 
a farm and a family. Then his-
tory caught up with them. In 
“The Distancers,” Lee Sandlin 
turns his family’s story into 
the story of the American 
century, ranging from the 
Gilded Age through the 
Great Depression, the 
World Wars, and beyond. 
Filled with lovers and drifters, traditions and 
secrets, Sandlin’s memoir is a loving exploration of the 
American heartland, carved out of lyrical, concise, and 
hypnotic prose that turns this Midwestern tableaux into a 
kind of dream.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075, www.commu nityb ookst ore.net].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
local bookstore 

employees

tal-
rk,
by
ic 

ol 
, 

f 

d unlocked

age, 
ger 
ng-
er 
r.
s 
 

t friend.

nert 
y to 
led 
ed 
s-
n 
n 

traditions and

By Noah Hurowitz

Talk about a moveable feast!
Go on a world tour of 

Easter eats this weekend with-
out dusting off your passport. Our 
seasonal eating correspondents have 
scoured the borough to find the best 
regional specialties from around the 
globe right here in your backyard. So 
ditch the chocolate eggs and break 
your Lenten fast at one of these fine 
Brooklyn food purveyors. 

Babka loving
Polish off a big slice of babka at 

Northside Bakery, which special-
izes in the yeasty treats of Poland. 
The bakery’s two locations — one 
in Williamsburg and the other in 
Greenpoint — are also whipping up 
traditional mazurek cakes, which 
are topped with festive bunny deco-
rations. 

Northside Bakery [190 Nassau 
Ave. between Jewel and Humboldt 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 349–7775, 
www.northsidebakery.com] and [149 
N. Eighth St. between Berry Street 
and Bedford Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–2700].

Italian renaissance
When the moon hits your eye 

like a big Easter pie, that’s amore. 
Villabate Alba in Bensonhurst, 
where the Alaimo family has been 
slinging Sicilian baked goods for 
36 years, is serving up the savory 
seasonal pies also known as pizza 

rustica, alongside almond paste 
lambs and a range of egg-glazed 
Easter breads. 

Villabate Alba [7001 18th Ave. at 
70th Street in Bensonhurst, (718) 331–
8430, www.villabate.com].

Food of the gods
And the feast does not have to 

end on April 5. Greek Easter is 
not until April 12, so get a sec-
ond serving at Cooklyn in Prospect 
Heights, where chef Anthony 
Theocaropolous will be honoring 

his Hellenic heritage with a special 
Easter dinner featuring dishes such 
as roast lamb, egg lemon soup, and 
beet salad.

Cooklyn [659 Vanderbilt Ave. 
between Park and Prospect places 
in Prospect Heights, (347) 915–0721, 
www.cooklyn-nyc.com]. April 12 from 
5:30-10 pm.

By Max Jaeger

Bay Ridge has got the blues!
Thundering drums and 

searing guitars will fill the 
neighborhood this weekend as acts 
drawing from one of America’s 
oldest musical traditions flood the 
11209.

On Friday, tumble down to 
Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets) for a 
set of musical acrobatics by Blues 
Circus at 10 pm.

If you want to hit some blue notes 
of your own, flap over to Three Jolly 
Pigeons (6802 Third Ave. between 
68th Street and Bay Ridge Avenue) 
where karaoke jockey Jukebox 
Johnny will spin the hits you want to 
croon to starting at 10 pm.

On Saturday, the Bennett Brothers 
will channel their sibling rivalry into 
an afternoon of hard-driving blues 
at the Leif Bar (6725 Fifth Ave. 
between 67th and Senator streets) 
starting at 4 pm. 

Then drop by Schnitzel Haus 
(7319 Fifth Ave. between 73rd and 
74th streets) to catch classic-rock-
ers Cherry Bomb detonate a sonic 
supernova at 9:30 pm. 

If you haven’t already had your fill 
of AC/DC, the Rolling Stones, and 
Led Zeppelin — some of the all-time 
greatest thieves of black American 
music — you’ll have one more chance 
to reap their rewards when Rock 
Farm takes the stage at No Quarter 
(8015 Fifth Ave. between 80th and 
81st streets) at 10 pm. 

Easter treats from around the world, around Bklyn

GOOD FRIDAY, 
GREAT SUNDAY!

Bay Ridge sings the weekend blues

Easter feasting: (Above) Paula Wojda 
holds a mazurek cake, a traditional Polish 
Easter pastry, at Northside Bakery in 
Williamsburg. (Right) Northside Bakery’s 
iced babka. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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Some Samples From Our Menu:
‘PPA CUMINCIARI / APPS

LE ZUPPE
ZUCCA LISCIA

N’ZALATE / SALAD
N’ZALATA DI BARBABIETOLE

MACCARUNA / PASTA

I SECUNNI / ENTREES

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 

 Full Service Travel Agency
 Bus Charters - 24 or 56 seats 
 Cruises & Vacation Packages
 International Airline Tickets

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284

info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net5 Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 5
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 Tours to Choose From

NEED A GETAWAY?

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Join us for

Easter Dinner
Serving a $38.95 Three Course Prix Fixe

(Kids $14.95 — A la Carte Menu also available)

Visit www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com 
for more information

Reservations Recommended

il Fornetto Restaurant

2902 Emmons Ave, Sheepshead Bay 

(Btwn Nostrand and E29th Street)

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

On Premise Valet Parking

Italian Restaurant & Caterer
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, APRIL 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. TORONTO 
RAPTORS: $30–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

MON, APRIL 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PORTLAND 
TRAIL BLAZER: $30–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

MON, APRIL 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. ATLANTA 
HAWKS: $22–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, APRIL 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. WASHING-
TON WIZARDS: $30–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, APRIL 11
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

BOXING: Danny Garcia 
vs. Lamont Peterson, 
Andy Lee vs. Peter Quil-
lin. $57–$307. 7:30 pm.

SUN, APRIL 12
MUSIC, STEVIE WONDER: 

$49.50–$165. 8 pm.

MON, APRIL 13
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. CHICAGO 
BULLS: $55–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

WED, APRIL 15
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. ORLANDO 
MAGIC: $22–$3,000. 
8 pm.

FRI, APRIL 17
SPORTS, JORDAN 

BRAND CLASSIC: Prep 
basketball event featur-
ing four bouts. $10–$85. 
1:30 pm.

TUE, MAY 26
MUSIC, THE WHO: 

$49.50–$154.50. 7:30 
pm.

SUN, MAY 31
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: 

$65–$85. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 13
MUSIC, RMM COMBINA-

CION PERFECTA ANNI-
VERSARY SALSA CON-
CERT: Featruing Oscar 
D’Leon, Tito Nieves, La 
India, Ismael Miranda, 
and others. $70.50–
$305.50. 8 pm.

WED, JUNE 17
MUSIC, BARRY MA-

NILOW: $19.75–$249.75. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 27
MUSIC, CONTEMPO-

RARY COLOR: Fea-
turing David Byrne, 
Nelly Furtado, How to 
Dress Well, Dev Hynes, 
Kelis, Nico Muhly and 
Ira Glass, St. Vincent, 
Tune-Yards, Lucius, and 
Money Mark and Ad-
Rock. $30–$85. 7:30 
pm.

SUN, JUNE 28
MUSIC, CONTEMPORARY 

COLOR: See Saturday, 
June 27. $25–$85. 7:30 
pm.

MON, JUNE 29
MUSIC, BETTE MIDLER: 

Divine Intervention 
Tour. $47.50–$312.50. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, JUNE 30
MUSIC, IMAGINE DRAG-

ONS, METRIC: $29.50–
$69.50. 7:30 pm.

THURS, JULY 9
COMEDY, KEVIN HART: 

$49.50–$200. 7 pm.

FRI, JULY 10
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$34.50–$184.50. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 11
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$34.50–$184.50. 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, APRIL 3

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
EASTER EGG HUNT: Chil-

dren search for eggs, take 
a ride on a tiny tractor, 
slush down a giant hay 
wagon slide, and many 
other activities for the day. 
$6. 11 am–4 pm. Floyd 
Bennett Field (Aviator 
Sports & Events Center) 
[3159 Flatbush Avenue in 
Mill Basin, (718) 470–0224], 
www.greenmeadows-
farmny.com. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, HAWK AND DOVE, 

THE DIVERS, LOUDS: $10 
($7 in advance). 8 pm. Rock 
Shop [249 Fourth Ave. 
between Carroll and Presi-
dent streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 230–5740], www.
therockshopny.com. 

THEATER, “LUCREZIA BOR-
GIA”: LoftOpera performs 
Donizetti’s melodrama, 
with a 29-piece orchestra 
and a full cast and chorus. 
$30. 8 pm. LightSpace 
[1115 Flushing Ave. at 
Thames Street in Bushwick, 
(212) 202–0372], www.
lightspace.tv. 

OTHER
SPRING SPROUTS: Make a 

small pot out of news-
paper, fi ll it with soil and 
plant and herb to take 
home. $3. 2–4 pm. Lefferts 
Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Empire Boulevard and 
Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 789–2822], 
www.prospectpark.org. 

BLOOD DRIVE: Free. 3 pm to 
9 pm. Church of Our Lady 
Help of Christians [1315 E. 
28th St. and Avenue M in 
Midwood, (718) 338–5242]. 

VERY VERY VERRAZANO: 
Kids 5 years and older 
work together to build a 
giant-sized model of the 
Verrazano-Narrows Bridge 
while learning about the 
towers, anchorages, cables 
and deck that make this 
suspension bridge an 
engineering marvel. Free 
with museum admission. 
3–3:30 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn 
Street Downtown, (718) 
694–1600], www.mta.info/
mta/museum. 

TALK, DIGITAL CITY — 
GOOGLE MAP HACKERS: 
Brooklyn artists Justin 
Blinder, Brian House, and 
Jennifer Maravillas pres-
ent and discuss the ways 
they’ve used Google Maps 
and technology in their 
art. Free. 7–9 pm. BRIC 
Arts Media House [647 
Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

SAT, APRIL 4

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
EASTER PARADE AND EGG 

HUNT: Children search 
for eggs and have fun 
with crafts, face paint-
ing, and music. Then dress 
up in bonnets and walk 
in the parade. $10 to join 
the hunt; activities extra. 
Noon–3 pm. Central Pa-
vilion in McGolrick Park 
[Russell Street and Driggs 
Avenue in Greenpoint, 
(347) 559–1410], www.ny-
cgovparks.org. 

EASTER EGG HUNT: Eas-
ter bonnet contest for 
children 12 and under. 
Free. 2–4 pm. Shore Road 
Park [Shore Road at 79th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
238–6044]. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, THE STRIVE, TRON 

& DVD, NORASTONE, 
CHECK YOUR MORAL: 
$10 ($7 in advance). 8 pm. 
Rock Shop [249 Fourth 
Ave. between Carroll and 
President streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 230–5740], 
www.therockshopny.com. 

DANCE, BROOKLYN DANCE 
FESTIVAL: Professional 
dance companies and 
established choreogra-
phers show new and cut-
ting edge work of various 
styles. $48. 8 pm. BAM 
Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

OTHER
FREEDOM’S FEAST — AN 

INTERFAITH CELEBRA-
TION OF HOPE: Led by 
Christian, Jewish, and 
Muslim faith leaders, civil 
rights activists, and per-
forming artists. The event 
will include highlights from 
the Hagaddah and the 
Biblical narratives of Pass-
over and Easter, live music, 
multimedia interactive sto-
rytelling, and a kosher for 
Passover feast. $65–$500. 
7 pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene), labshul.org/
freedom-feast-registration. 

COMEDY, STAND UP AND 
SING CHARACTER KA-
RAOKE COMEDY SHOW: 
Character comedians Chel-

sea Davison, Austin Rodri-
gues, and Benjamin Jones 
perform, then top it off 
with their character’s fa-
vorite karaoke jam. Hosted 
by Ali Levin and Jackie Vis-
cusi. $5. 10:30 pm. Annoy-
ance Theatre [357 Bedford 
Ave. between S. Fourth 
and S. Fifth streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 569–7810], 
www.theannoyance.com. 

SUN, APRIL 5

SALES AND MARKETS
CARROLL GARDENS 

GREENMARKET: 
Regionally-grown 
produce,cheese, and 
grass-fed beef. Free. 8 
am–3 pm. (Carroll Street at 
Smith Street in Carroll Gar-
dens), www.grownyc.org. 

SHWICK MARKET OF MAK-
ERS: Art, clothes, jewelry, 
food, and more. Free. 10 
am–7 pm. Shwick Market 
of Makers (6 Charles Pl. 
at Myrtle Avenue in Bush-
wick), www.shwick.us. 

OTHER
EGGCITING EGGS: Kids ex-

plore the world of eggs 
and discover how families 
around the world celebrate 
Easter. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

FLAX PLANTING: Help plant 
the fi rst crop of season. $3. 
2–4 pm. Lefferts Historic 
Homestead [452 Flatbush 
Ave. between Empire Bou-
levard and Eastern Park-
way in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospect-
park.org. 

MON, APRIL 6

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, LES NUBIANS: $12. 

6 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

OTHER
DOWNTOWN LOCAL 

TRIVIA: A bi-weekly pub 
quiz featuring fi ve rounds 
of New York City-inspired 
questions and a $35 bar 
tab prize. Hosted by Casey 
de Pont and Meredith 
Heil. Free. 8 pm. Livings-
ton Manor [42 Hoyt St. 
between Livingston and 
Schemerhorn streets in 
Downtown, (347) 987–
3292], www.livingstonman-
orbk.com. 

TUES, APRIL 7

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, CROSS CULTURE, I 

AM THE THIRD: $10 ($7 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Rock 
Shop [249 Fourth Ave. 
between Carroll and Presi-
dent streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 230–5740], www.
therockshopny.com. 

OTHER
SENIOR SALSA: Free salsa 

classes for seniors. Free. 
10:30 am. Park Slope Se-
nior Center [463A Seventh 
St. at Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 832–
3726]. 

FILM, TALKING SHOP — 
AN EVENING WITH BILL 
PLYMPTON: Filmmaker 
Bill Plympton screens his 
animated feature fi lm 
“Cheatin’” followed by a 
Q&A. Plympton will also 
do an original sketch for 
every attendee. Free, RSVP 
required. 7 pm. Kickstarter 
(58 Kent St. between West 
and Franklin streets in 
Greenpoint), www.kick-
starter.com/about/comics. 

WED, APRIL 8

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “JULES VERNE 

— FROM THE EARTH TO 
THE MOON”: Ensemble 
of the Romantic Century 
presents a musical dra-
matizing the face-to-face 
meeting between the 
French writer Jules Verne 
and young American jour-
nalist Nelly Bly. $70. 7:30 
pm. BAM Fisher (321 Ash-
land Pl. between Hansen 
Place and Lafayette Ave-
nue in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org. 

OTHER
TALK, CATHERINE OPIE: 

Photographer Catherine 
Opie discusses her work. 
Free. 6:15 pm. Higgins Hall 
Auditorium, Pratt Institute 
[61 St. James Pl. between 
Classon Avenue and Clif-
ton Pl. in Clinton Hill, (718) 
687–5639], www.pratt.
edu/photo. 

TALK, BIG MONEY AND 
POLITICS — CAN YOUR 
VOICE COUNT?: A panel 
examining the inequal-
ity created when the 
wealthy hold the power 
to make policies that af-
fect us all. Panelists will 
include Letitia James, 
Zephyr Teachout, and Ted 

Continued on page 54

Hop to it: Kids can collect some eggs-ellent goodies at the Shore 
Road Park Easter Egg Hunt on April 4. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

You bred Raptors?: The claws will be out when the Nets 
face Canada’s premier dinosaur-themed basketball team at 
Barclays Center on April 3. 
 Associated Press / Canadian Press / Nathan Denette
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In the history of  

totally insane wedding days… 

 this one takes the cake. 

PREVIEWS BEGIN MARCH 17 
AT THE  BROOKS ATKINSON THEATRE 

256 W. 47th Street (Between Broadway & 8th Avenue)

Ticketmaster.com   877-250-2929   

ItShouldaBeenYou.com

WITH

DAVID BURTKA   MONTEGO GLOVER   CHIP ZIEN

JOSH GRISETTI   ADAM HELLER   MICHAEL X. MARTIN   

ANNE L. NATHAN   NICK SPANGLER 

AND EDWARD HIBBERT
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               A performer of
          BOUNDLESS
             CONFIDENCE,
          CHARM and
             GOOD HUMOR

«   

»
- Stephen Holden, The New York Times

        VINTAGE LIVE is
the MUST-SEE SHOW
                  this SUMMER!

«    

»
- Jeff Heinrich, The Gazette, Montreal

               A FANTASTIC show! 
     A PHENOMENAL show!    

            A FEEL-GOOD show!

«   

»
- Stéphanie Drolet, CKOI, Montreal
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Alexandro. Free. 7–9 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

THURS, APRIL 9

OTHER
ART, “PERSONAL CORRE-

SPONDENTS — PHO-
TOGRAPHY AND LETTER 
WRITING IN CIVIL WAR 
BROOKLYN”: The Brook-
lyn Historical Society’s 
photography and corre-
spondence collection re-
veals the personal stories 
of Brooklyn soldiers and 
their families during the 
American Civil War. $10. 
Noon– 5 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

TALK, “DANGEROUS LINES 
— CARTOONISTS AND 
OTHER SUBVERSIVES”: 
Cartoonists Garry Trudeau 
and Jules Feiffer, and writ-
ers Django Gold and Ron 
Rosenbaum explore the 
role of satire in challeng-
ing the status quo. Free. 
5:30 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 

[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/kumbletheater. 

COMEDY, MORTIFIED: Sto-
rytelling night explores 
teen angst artifacts, in-
cluding journals, letters, 
poems, lyrics, home mov-
ies, stories, and more. $15 
($10 in advance). 7 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

FRI, APRIL 10

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, AFROSKULL, THE 

SOMETIME BOYS, LITTLE 
MAKER: $10. 8 pm. Rock 
Shop [249 Fourth Ave. 
between Carroll and Presi-
dent streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 230–5740], www.
therockshopny.com. 

SUPER FUN PASSOVER 
SEDER: Variety show fea-
turing circus, burlesque, 
and other acts inspired by 
the 10 biblical plagues. 
Plus live Klezmer music. 
$20 ($15 in advance). 8 pm. 
The Muse [338 Moffat St. 
between Knickerbocker 
and Irving avenues in 
Bushwick, (929) 400–1678], 
www.superfunvariety.com. 

Continued from page 52 

SAT, APRIL 11

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
PURPLE STRIDE 5K: Run or 

walk to raise money for the 
Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network. $30 for run, $25 
to walk. 9:15 am. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.purplestride.
org. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, THE BROOKLYN 

RHYTHM BAND, RESI-
DENTS DJ HONKY AND 
MR. ROBINSON: $20 
($15 in advance). 9 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

OTHER
DANCE WITH MARK MOR-

RIS DANCE GROUP: Learn 
excerpts from “Pacifi c,” 
which the company will 
perform at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music this 
month. Free. 3–4 pm. Mark 
Morris Dance Group [3 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Nostrand Avenue and 
Bedford Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 624–8400], 
www.markmorrisdance-
group.org. 

DUTCH HOUSE TOUR: Res-
ervations required. $10. 
Noon–1 pm. Lefferts His-
toric Homestead [452 Flat-
bush Ave. between Empire 
Boulevard and Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

0
CE

LEBRATING
YEARS

ABOUT ME
For years I have provided in depth psychic readings for clients all 
over the U.S. and around the world. My background is in design and 
construction, but now I obtain answers to your issues, questions, 
fears, and concerns by communicating with my spirit guides and 
your loved ones who have passed over.
ABOUT MY READINGS
My psychic and healing gifts are God given and are always used 
to help my clients achieve inner peace, bring joy into their lives 
and are always for the client’s highest good. I read by “seeing” and 
“hearing” the client’s soul through my guides & contacting those 
who have passed over. As a result of hearing voices, seeing pictures 
and feeling energy which I convey to my clients and help them 
understand what is being given. My readings are non-judgmental, 
honest, direct, and always delivered with love and a smile. 

PSYCHIC & MEDIUM

KATHLEEN 
AVINO

VISIT www.kathleenavino.com 
FOR PRIVATE READINGS AND PRIVATE PARTIES CALL 516.225.8054

Meet Kathleen in Person for Your Reading at the

In Person Last Wednesday of Every Month 
7717-3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR READING 718.833.8200
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M.A.S.Swing

M.A.S. Swing 15 piece big band 
will perform music from the 
Great American Songbook 

which includes songs by 
Frank Sinatra, Tommy Dorsey, 

Benny Goodman and 
Glenn Miller

Sunday, April 12, 2015
2PM - 5PM

The Tamaqua
84 Ebony Ct 

(located at the end of Channel Ave. 

off Gerritsen Ave.)

Gerritsen Beach, Brooklyn 11229

Tickets $25.00 per person will include 

a hot buffet
Tickets available at the door

For more information contact: Marie Stack 917-841-1617
www.mariestack.com

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$26.95*$16.75 $21.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$31.00*
$29.00
$32.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

We Are Now Accepting 
Reservations For Easter Sunday

A SPECIAL PRE FIXED MENU 
WILL BE SERVED

Hinsch’s Traditional 
Chocolate Bunnies

Have Arrived!

Join us on Easter Sunday for 
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

 Fresh baked desserts 
    from our local bakeries

 Homemade Ice Cream
 Chocolates for All Occassions

www.IloveHinschs.com
8518 5th Ave., Bay Ridge  855-HINSCHS (1-855-446-7247)

OPEN 
7 DAYS

24/7

Major credit cards 
accepted

FREE
DELIVERY
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LATE PAGE

How can 155, 886 
households in 
Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specifi c 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with 
CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Standing O hears that St. Francis 
College’s Professor Sara Haviland 
has been named one of the “40 under 
40: Professors who Inspire 2015” by 
the Nerd Scholar, a consumer fi nance 
website that advises students on fi nan-
cial matters.

According to the Nerd Scholar 
rules, honorees have to make “im-

pressions on 
our lives 
that change 
the way we 
think, work 
and view the 
world around 
us.” Nomina-
tions for the 
p r o f e s s o r s 
have to show 
a professor’s 
“ability to 

captivate and engage students in the 
classroom, their outstanding involve-
ment on campus and in the commu-
nity, and their overwhelming passion 
for their subject matter.”

Professor Sara certainly fi ts the 
bill. She has been making a difference 
in the lives of her students since join-
ing the St. Francis team, including 
Elizabeth Peralta, Class of ’15, who 
nominated her for the award.

“Professor Haviland convinced me 
to stick with being a history major and 
after I graduate, I will be fulfi lling one 
of my dreams and going to work at the 
Smithsonian in Washington, D.C.,” 
said Elizabeth.

Professor Sara teaches history 
courses and has written the forth-
coming book, “James and Esther Coo-
per Jackson: Love and Courage in the 
Black Freedom Movement.” She works 
with the Brooklyn Historical Soci-

ety’s students and faculty in the ar-
chives project to teach history students 
about using archives as a tool to study 
civil rights in Brooklyn, and she was 
also part of the American Historical 

Association’s Tuning Project help-
ing to promote the importance and rel-
evance of being a history major. 

St. Francis College [180 Remsen St. 
between Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 522–2300].

BENSONHURST

On the grow! 
TD Bank, America’s Most Conve-

nient Bank, just let Standing O know 
that Megan McKenna has been pro-
moted to the new sales and service 
manager of the Bensonhurst branch. 
She will be responsible for new busi-
ness development, consumer, and 
business lending, managing person-
nel and overseeing the day-to-day op-

erations at the store serving custom-
ers throughout the area.

Megan is a real go-getter and has 
more than 10 years of retail banking 
experience, having joined the bank in 
2005 as a customer representative and 
later as a store supervisor. 

Truly a borough daughter, she is 
a graduate of St. Joseph’s College 

Brooklyn and a past graduate of 
Bishop Kearney High School.

TD Bank [2173 86th St. at 21st Ave-
nue in Bensonhurst, (718) 954–3700].

BOROUGH WIDE

Summer opportunity
Brooklyn Navy Yard Develop-

ment Corporation is again offering 

summer internship opportunities to 
young adults attending or entering 
college. The goal of the program is to 
provide worthwhile work experiences 
for college students living in the com-
munities surrounding the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard. It gives college students 
who live locally an opportunity to get 
real work experience, gain exposure 
to the Brooklyn Navy Yard, become fa-
miliar with the industrial sector, and 
have an opportunity to earn a salary 
in the summer to help with their col-
lege costs.

Students must be at least 18 years 
old and be able to present documenta-
tion that they are currently enrolled 
in a college program or have been ad-
mitted to college. The deadline for fi l-

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

DYKER HEIGHTS

Standing O pal state Sen. Mar-

tin Golden (R–Bay Ridge) cel-
ebrated Women’s History Month 
with a big whoop-de-do on March 12 
at the Norwegian Christian Home 

and Health Center, honoring the 
best, brightest, and most dedicated 
women in the community with bow-
ers of fl owers.

The honorees were: Women’s 

Council of Realtors Brooklyn 

Chapter, Knights of Columbus 

Columbiettes Rev. Matthews 

Council #126, Healing Center 

New York Domestic Violence 

Counseling Program, Norwegian 

Christian Home, Guild for Excep-

tional Children, Parents Associ-

ation of PS 277, and Coalition for 

Asian American Children. 

Attendees included: Elsa McCo-

neghy, Eleanor Bensen, Xinh Do-

herty, Tina Pappanastos, Anna 

Rutigliano-Conigliaro, Dawn 

Gerrity, Earnest  Ragin, Elaine 

Stackhouse, Gladys Kongevold, 

Sharon Howe, Standing O’s very 
special niece Francesca LaRosa (re-
cently appointed director of Human 
Resources at the Norwegian Chris-
tian Home), and Sheryl Larsen.

“These are remarkable women, 
who work, live, and contribute to 
our community, making our fami-
lies stronger and communities bet-
ter,” said Sen. Golden.

Could not agree with you more, 
Senator. Standing O sends out con-
gratulations to these remarkable 
and dedicated women, and to Fran-
cesca LaRosa on her recent appoint-
ment. 

Norwegian Christian Home and 
Health Center [1250 67th St. at 13th 
Avenue in Dyker Heights, (718) 232–
2322].

GRAVESEND

Kudos
Members of Madison Marine 

Homecrest Association thanked 
our men in blue from the 61st Po-

lice Precinct and its commu-
nity council at its civic meeting. 
Boardmembers presented Yves 

Etienne, president of the 61st 

Precinct Community Council, 
and its offi cers, staff, and auxil-
iary with a plaque recognizing 
all they do in keeping the com-
munity aware and safe. 

Now they can add a Standing 
O right next to their plaque! 

61st Precinct [2575 Coney Is-
land Ave. at Avenue W. in Gra-
vesend; (718) 627–6611].DEDICATED AND UNIQUE: State Sen. Marty Golden celebrated Women’s History 

Month by awarding the borough’s bestest, brightest and most dedicated women.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Cream of the crop of the borough

Three cheers for history professor

ing is May 29, and the lucky few will 
attend a mandatory orientation ses-
sion and work a 35-hour work-week 
with an hour unpaid lunch break 
each day. There will be an eight-week 
session, beginning on June 29 and 
ending on Aug. 21. Applications are 
available by clicking or copying this 
link: 

http://brooklynnavyyard.org/me-
dia/uploads/Employment%20Applica-
tion_1.pdf (PDF).

Completed applications may be 
mailed to the Brooklyn Navy Yard De-
velopment Corporation, 63 Flushing 
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11204; faxed to 
Carmen Hidalgo to (718) 643–9296 or 
e-mailed to summerinternship@brook-
lynnavyyard.com.

Don’t delay, kids, this is one heck of 
a summer opportunity. 

Welcome aboard 
The American Heart Asso-

ciation-American Stroke Asso-

ciation has appointed new execu-
tive board members to its Brooklyn 
Board of Directors, including: Hal 

L. Chadow, MD, FACC; Sam Ibra-

him; Richard Mandell; Mr. Brook-
lyn himself, Marty Markowitz; 
Jonathan D. Marmur, MD, FACC; 
Terrence Sacchi, MD, FACC; Vinay 

Tak, MD, FRCS, (EDIN), FACS; Toni 

Williams; and Paul Zagami, R.Ph., 
MBA.

The incoming members are expe-
rienced in several industries from the 
world of fi nance to the fi elds of medi-
cine and health sciences. With a new 
Brooklyn Board of Directors special-
ized in medicine, business, and com-
munity involvement, the American 
Heart Association is excited to con-
tinue raising awareness about the im-
portance of living a heart-healthy life-
style. 

Standing O wishes the new board 
success and a long tenure. 
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• ‘It’s like we got rewarded 
for all of our hard work.’

• ‘The defense broke 
down.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
ALBANY – There were plenty 
of times Nazareth could have 
given up on its season, hung 
its heads and said, “wait ’till 
next year.” A state Federa-
tion championship is the Lady 
Kingsmen’s prize for not doing 
so.

The Lady Kingsmen pulled 
away in the fourth quarter 
for a 64–56 victory over Wil-
liamsville South (Section 6) 
in the New York State Federa-
tion Class A girls’ basketball 
fi nal at UAlbany on March 29. 
Nazareth went on a 12–3 run 
in the fi nal frame to secure 
the school’s fi rst Federation 
crown since it won the Class 
AA title in 2011. 

“It’s like we got rewarded 
for all of our hard work,” said 
junior guard Niya Johnson. 
“We fi nished with something, 
even though we had a bad sea-
son. We lost a lot of games, but 
we fi nished with something.  
A championship is a champi-
onship.”

There were points in the 
year where Nazareth coach 
Ron Kelley wasn’t sure if his 
team was going to give up on 
things. The Lady Kingsmen, 
who had hoped to be a Class 
AA  team, fi nished the season 
11–19 after two wins this week-
end. It lost close games to divi-
sion leaders Bishop Loughlin 
and Christ the King late in the 
year, and needed a 20–2 third-
quarter run to beat Cardinal 
Spellman in the Catholic state 
semifi nals.

“I thought maybe we would 
just have to wait until next 
year and try to refocus again,” 
Kelley said. “But the girls are 
tough. They are tough young 
ladies.”

A big reason for Naza-
reth’s postseason success was 
the emergence of junior post 
Erkyah Russell. Kelley cred-
ited her work ethic. Russell 

won the tournament’s most-
valuable-player honors after 
scoring 17 points and grab-
bing 12 rebounds in the fi nal. 
She has become a vocal leader 
and was a key to the Lady 
Kingsmen holding tough with 
the game going back and forth 
over the second and third 
quarters. 

“This was a very big week-
end for me,” Russell said. “My 
confi dence was through the 
roof. It’s bigger than it’s been 
all season.” 

Johnson scored 14 points 
for Nazareth, which led 21–8 
in the second quarter. Sha-
lix Hines had 13 points and 
Alexis Sykes added an all-im-
portant 12. She connected on 
two huge three-pointers dur-

ing the fourth quarter run 
that put the game away. Two 
Johnson free throws put Naz-
areth up 56–47 with 2:27 to go 
in the contest. Brianna Neely 
led Williamsville (25–2) with 
18 points.

Nazareth isn’t satisfi ed 
with being Class A champs. It 
plans on using this as a spring-
board towards a run at a Class 
AA crown next season. 

Nazareth only loses guard 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 

ALBANY – The press was 
both friend and foe to the 
Bobcats. 

Brooklyn College Acad-
emy used its defensive pres-
sure to keep itself in the 
game early against Mount 
St. Mary’s, but the much big-
ger Thunder team broke it 
enough times to gain separa-
tion and deny the Brooklyn 
school a chance to play for a 
state Federation title. 

“At fi rst we were doing 
good and it kind of worked,” 
said junior guard Beatrice 
Wallace. “At the end of the 
game, it wasn’t working so 
much because they kept push-
ing it forward. It would be a 
three on one.”

Brooklyn College Acad-
emy, which trailed by 10 
points early in the fourth, 
rallied before falling to 
Mount St. Mary’s (Buffalo) 
56–41 in the New York State 
Federation Class B girls’ 
basketball semifi nals at 
UAlbany on March 28. The 
Thunder’s size advantage 
was also a factor in the half 
court as small forward Julie 
Fleming dropped in a game-
high 26 points. 

“The big girl [Fleming], 
it was kind of hard for our 

forwards to guard her,” Wal-
lace said. “She was getting 
rebounds and putting it back 
up. She was starting to be-
come a problem.”

Brooklyn College Academy 
(26–1) was still able to claw its 
way back into the game after 
going down 37–27 when Cath-
erine Meegan buried a three-
pointer late in the shot clock. 
The Bobcats squad responded 
with a run of its own. The trey 
from Shajuana Henry cut the 
Mount St. Mary’s lead to 39–32 
with 3:15 to play in the game. 
Wallace later had a steal and 
score to make it 41–36 at the 
1:58 mark. 

“The game was never 
over,” said senior guard 
Cierra Smalls. “If we kept 
playing hard, it could have 
been ours.”

Instead, the Bobcats 
watched Mount St. Mary’s 
(15–13) respond with a 7–0 run 
and not let up. Wallace paced 
Brooklyn College Academy 
with 19 points and Henry 
added nine. Meegan chipped 
in nine for the Thunder. The 
Bobcats trailed just 22–18 at 
the half, and 32–25 going into 
the fourth before Mount St. 
Mary’s slowly pulled way. 

The defeat ends a historic 

— Nazareth junior guard Niya Johnson on winning 
her school’s first state title since 2011 

— South Shore coach Anwar Gladden on 
how his team lost a 10-point, 4th-quarter 

lead — and with it, the semis 

Continued on page 61

OUT OF MY WAY: Brooklyn College Academy’s Shajuana Henry tries to 
fi ght through two defenders.  Photo by Ken Maldonado

CHAMPS ARE HERE: (Above) The 
Nazareth girls’ basketball team 
celebrates its New York State 
Federation Class A crown. (Right) 
Nazareth’s Niya Johnson helped 
lead her team to its fi rst state title 
since 2011. Photos by Ken Maldonado

Bobcats’ late charge 
falls short in state 
Class B semifi nals  

Lady Kingsmen win 
Federation ‘A’ crown 
Strong 4th quarter brings Naz 1st state title since 2011

Continued on page 61
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A word of advice: you 
may want to get a ride 
from someone other 

than me in Albany.
I was in the state capi-

tal for the Federation bas-
ketball tournament last 
week and couldn’t seem to 
navigate my way through 
the roundabouts and unfa-
miliar roads without a few 
near-disasters. 

I drove a car full of fel-
low media members to a 
late-night meal at the fa-
mous Bombers Burrito Bar 
after our fi rst 12-hour day 
of games on Friday — our 
fi rst of three days of non-
stop hoops. We just snuck in 
before the place closed at 1 
am, but had to wait a little 
bit longer for our take-out 
spicy barbecue wings to be 
made fresh. That was the 
least of my problems.

Intrepid MSG Varsity 
and PSAL photographer 
Damion Reid hitched a ride, 
but was staying in a differ-
ent hotel than the rest of us. 
No big deal, right? I asked 
him if he was staying at 
the Albany Marriot, and 
he said yes. But the hotel I 
was really thinking of was 
the Albany Hilton, though I 
didn’t realize it just yet. 

In the process of unknow-
ingly trying to drive to the 
wrong hotel as quickly as 
possible because we all had 
work to fi nish, I saw fl ash-
ing lights with no siren be-
hind me as I exit the high-
way. Just an ambulance, I 
thought. Wrong.

The state trooper pulled 
me over for speeding — 71 
miles per hour in a 55 zone, 
to be exact. He took my li-
cense and asked what we 
were doing. I calmly told 
him we were reporters cov-
ering the Federation tour-
nament. We went to Bomb-
ers Burrito Bar for a late 
dinner and were in sepa-
rate hotels. His response: 
“You couldn’t have gone to 
Moe’s [Southwest Grill] or 
something closer?” 

Disappointed we weren’t 
a bunch of college kids hav-
ing a fun night out, he let us 
go without a ticket. Phew!

A few minutes later we 
arrived at the wrong hotel 
and had to turn around and 
head for the Marriot. This 
time I got the exact address: 

1442 Western Ave. I couldn’t 
mess this up twice could I? I 
cautiously drove the 10 min-
utes to the address and with 
about two minutes left Da-
mion said: “You’re on Wash-
ington Avenue, right?”

I panicked and scram-
bled to revise the address in 
my global positioning sys-
tem. Just fi ve minutes away, 
thank God. The only prob-
lem was that 1442 Washing-
ton Ave. is UAlbany — near 
the hotel where the rest of 
us were staying. I looked at 
Damion and asked for the 
address again. 

“1442 Western Ave.,” he 
said.

Uggggh. We were just 
there. 

Everyone else in the 
car asked to be dropped 
off before I fi nally took Da-
mion back. Freelancer Pat-
rick McCormack and NYC 
Hoops writer Mike Libert 
exited at a nearby gas sta-
tion to get something to 
drink with dinner. Com-
munity News Group pho-
tographer Ken Maldonado 
asked to be dropped at our 
hotel, but I convinced him 
to hang in for the fi ve-min-
ute ride.

I could fi nally breathe a 
sigh of relief with Damion 
dropped off. My only con-
cern now was if my barbecue 
burrito bowl and wings were 
still warm. Luckily they 
were, and delicious at that. 

The night was a lesson 
learned by all. Take my ad-
vice about food places in 
Albany — just don’t let me 
drive you there. 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
ALBANY – Even an historic 
performance from Brianna 
Fraser was not enough to se-
cure a state title for South 
Shore this year. 

The McDonald’s All-Amer-
ican forward scored a single-
game tournament record 46 
points, but her team couldn’t 
hold a 10-point fourth-quarter 
lead to stave off a 71–67 loss 
to Christ the King in the New 
York State Federation Class 
AA girls’ basketball semifi -
nals on March 27 at UAlbany. 

Fraser broke the mark of 
43 points set by Michelle Blot 
of Colonie in 2001. South Shore 
had its 12-game winning 
streak snapped. Its last loss 
was also to Christ the King, 
back on Jan. 11. 

“It feels good to score 46 
points, but at the end of the 
day we still lost,” said Fraser, 
who is headed to Maryland. 

The Vikings held a 53–43 
lead with 7:07 remaining in the 
game, and it looked like South 
Shore was going to cruise into 
the fi nal. 

“In the beginning of the 
game we were sharing the 
ball, playing intense defense, 

and running the court,” 
Fraser said. 

South Shore (23–4) kept a 
59–51 lead with 3:53 left, but 
things started to slip away af-
ter that. Vikings coach Anwar 
Gladden felt his squad’s nor-
mally reliable defense wasn’t 
as sharp in the fourth quar-
ter. After a Dominique Tous-
saint free throw, Kaela Kinder 
scored fi ve consecutive points 

for Christ the King to cut the 
Vikings’ lead to 59–57 with 
2:32 remaining. 

“The defense broke down,” 
Gladden said. “We made it a 
free-throw-shooting game, 
and they made a lot of free 
throws at the line.” 

Fraser responded with a 
layup to put South Shore up 61–
57, but the Royals came back 
a pair of baskets from Tous-
saint, who scored 14 of her 28 
points in the fourth quarter. 
A shot by Sydney Zambrotta 
gave the Royals a 63–62 ad-
vantage at the 1:22 mark, but 
South Shore continued to fi ght 
and tied the score at 65–65 on 
a layup from Jordan Washing-
ton with 46.4 seconds left.  

Then the Royals (21–7) put 
the fi nishing touches on the 
win, with three-straight foul 
shots from Toussaint to make 
it 68–65. It was Christ the 
King’s fi rst lead since 16–14 at 
the end of the fi rst quarter.

Gladden said a lack of fol-
low-through cost the Vikings 
the game.

“I thought they played 
tough, just didn’t fi nish it out,” 
Gladden said. “Last time we 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
ALBANY – Brianna Fraser 
did have something to enjoy 
despite her South Shore team 
falling to Christ the King in 
the state Federation semifi -
nals. 

The Maryland-commit 
and McDonald’s All-Ameri-
can forward put on the great-
est scoring display by a girls’ 
basketball player in the 32-
year history of the New York 
State Federation tournament. 
She scored a record 46 points 
in the Vikings’ 71–67 loss on 
March 27 at UAlbany. 

Fraser, who is averaging 31 
points in her last three playoff 
games, broke the mark of 43 
points set by Michelle Blot of 
Colonie in 2001. 

The 6-foot-3 Fraser said she 
had no clue she had that many 
points during the game. Her 
head was focused on the con-
test and doing whatever she 
could to help her team win. 
There wasn’t much she didn’t 
do. 

Despite the defeat, Fraser 
was able to take great pride in 

her accomplishment when she 
learned about it outside the 
locker after the contest. She 
broke the record with two free 
throws at the 1:43 mark of the 
fourth quarter that put the Vi-
kings team up 62–59.

“I’ll appreciate that now 
because I’m just fi nding that 
out now,” Fraser said. “That’s 
a great thing to have accom-
plished.”

Christ the King had no 
answer for Fraser, who dis-
played consistent aggressive-
ness. Fraser, who will play 
for Maryland coach Brenda 
Friese next year, scored every 
way possible. 

Fraser scored seven of the 
fi nal eight South Shore points 
in the second quarter to give 
her 19 at the break. She hit a 
jumper and completed a three-
point play during the stretch 
to help put the Vikings up 29–
24 at the break. 

The barrage continued 
in the third quarter. Fraser 
scored 16 of the Vikings’ 20 
points in the frame. She hit 
a three-pointer and made a 
jumper with a hand fl ush in her 
face. Fraser later connected 
on three free throws after be-
ing fouled by Kaela Kinder on 
a last-second heave to end the 
period. South Shore led 49–41 
going into the fourth. 

“Brianna Fraser came to 
play,” said Christ the King 
coach Bob Mackey. “Brenda 
Friese knows how to recruit, 

RECORD BREAKER: South Shore’s 
Brianna Fraser scored a state 
Federation tournament record 46 
points in a semifi nal loss to Christ 
the King.  Photo by Ken Maldonado

COMING THROUGH: South Shore’s 
Valena Hickerson makes her way 
past Christ the King’s Raven Dowl-
ing. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Vikings fall in semis 

Fraser scores record-breaking 
46 points in Federation tourney

A series of wrong 
turns in Albany 

Continued on page 61

Continued on page 61



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 3–9, 2015 61  B GM BR

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Rawle Alkins sat on the end of 
scorers’ table staring into an 
uncertain future. 

A 79–73 loss to Wings Acad-
emy in the state Federation 
Class AA boys’ basketball fi -
nal could be the last time the 
junior boys’ basketball star 
and Canarsie native wears a 
Christ the King uniform. The 
Royals failed to become the 
fi rst program to win three-
straight Federation titles at 
the highest classifi cation.

“Man, it’s really over,” said 
Alkins of what went through 
his mind. “I worked so hard to 
get back here for our legacy for 
me and my coach. It ended up 
not going our way.”

He hopes that is not the 
case when he and the school 
petition the state for a waiver 
for his return. Alkins played 
eight varsity games off the 
bench as an eighth grader 
for Palm Beach Central High 
School before moving back 
to Brooklyn. New York State 
allows a high school student 
only four years of eligibility 
unless granted a waiver. If it 
is denied, he would have to go 
to prep school. The reality of 
things wasn’t lost on Alkins. 

“I might not come back next 
year,” he said. “So, I mean, I 
guess this is it.”

His weekend on the court 
was far from a Hollywood end-
ing. Alkins scored just six 
points in Christ the King’s 
comeback win over Long Is-
land Lutheran in the semifi -
nals. He netted 24 in the title 
game against Wings, but was 
unable to keep the Royals 
from losing an 11-point lead 
with 5:00 to play in the game. 
But never once did he stop be-
lieving in his team. 

“I still thought we were go-
ing to win,” Alkins said.

If this is it for him, he will 
not be remembered as the 
kid who lost his last game at 
Christ the King, but the one 
who helped produce an un-

precedented era of winning. 
He is the only player in school 
history to win three Catholic 
High School Athletic Associa-
tion Intersectional titles and 
also won two state crowns. 
This season Alkins also be-
came the fi rst boys’ player at 
Christ the King to record a tri-
ple double.

Coach Joe Arbitello said he 
didn’t talk to Alkins after the 
season-ending loss like this was 
his last game coaching him. 
That is a conversation for an-
other day. In his mind, Christ 
the King doesn’t need him back 
to make a run at another city 
and Federation title, but boy, 
they’d love to have him.

“We will fi gure it out,” Arbi-
tello said. “We lost. It’s not like 
it’s urgent to bring him back. 
I want him back because he 
wants to be back. I want him 
back because he is a great kid.”

That is exactly what came 
across talking to Alkins right 

after the loss to Wings. You got 
the sense he wanted to say a 
proper goodbye. 

Alkins thanked Christ the 
King for the opportunities it 
provided him, the pack of re-
porters around him for their 
coverage, and fi nally his team-
mates — particularly for how 
they played in the semifi nals.

“My team was just amaz-
ing, especially yesterday,” 
Alkins said. “I was struggling. 
They won the game for me and 
the program. They proved it’s 
not the Rawle Alkins show 
like Joe Arbitello said. It’s the 
Christ the King show.”

It may go back to simply 
that next year if Alkins isn’t 
granted a waiver to return. 
The ending of his time at 
Christ the King wasn’t story-
book, but the journey for him 
was. 

“This ride was been amaz-
ing,” Alkins said. “I loved ev-
ery part of it.” 

Canarsie native Alkins may have played 
his last game at Christ the King

ALL SMILES: Nazareth celebrates its New York State Class A champi-
onship.  Photo by Ken Maldonado

UNCERTAIN FUTURE: Canarsie native Rawle Alkins sits alone on the 
scorer’s table after his Christ the King team lost in the state Federation 
Class AA fi nal. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Final showing?

Brittney Jackson to gradu-
ation after having fi ve Divi-
sion-I caliber plays exit from 
last year’s squad. Kelley said 
having the season end on 
a happy note gave his play-
ers confi dence in their indi-
vidual games and what they 

can accomplish together will 
make a fi rm foundation to 
build off of.

“They have proven to 
themselves they can do it,” 
Kelley said. “They have 
proven to themselves they 
can play tough games and 
win. Going into the ‘AA’ sea-
son, I think it will help us 
win some games — win a lot 
of games.”

Continued from page 59 
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didn’t close the game out ei-
ther, that’s why they beat us 
twice.”

South Shore had one last 
opportunity to tie the score. 
It trailed 69–67 with seven 
seconds left and Gladden 
had Keyanna Glover inten-
tionally miss the second free 
throw to give Fraser a chance 
to grab a rebound and poten-
tially tie things up with a put 
back. She missed, but Christ 
the King grabbed the board. 

“It’s a give or take,” Glad-
den said. “We were trying 

to get Brianna to get the re-
bound, it’s a rough call [Glov-
er’s] a freshman.”

South Shore fell short in 
the Federation tournament, 
but the Vikings, who won the 
program’s fi rst PSAL city ti-
tle, will continue to play. It 
will compete in the semifi -
nals of the Dick’s Sporting 
Goods Nationals Tourna-
ment against Dillard (Fla.) 
on April 3 at Christ the King. 

“That’s a blessing,” Glad-
den said. “Everybody else, 
this is going to be their last 
set of games. We still have 
games we are going to be 
playing on ESPN, so we’re 
good.”

because that is just a great 
player.”

Fraser’s quickness was 
too much to handle for the 
Christ the King forwards. It 
forced Mackey to put 5-foot-9 
guard Dominique Tous-
saint, his best defender, on 
Fraser in the hope of slow-
ing her down late in the 
game.  But it didn’t work — 
she scored 11 points in the 
fourth.

“She had 46 points,” said 
Viking coach Anwar Glad-
den. “Did it look like it slowed 
her?”

Fraser fl ew across the 
lane and grabbed a rebound 
over two defenders to keep 
South Shore ahead with 2:00 
to play in the game. Her free 
throw tied the score at 63–
63 at the 1:13 mark, but she 
would not score again until 
there was 11 seconds remain-
ing in the contest. Her free 
throw cut the lead to two, but 
she and her team couldn’t 
pull out the win. 

Continued from page 60 
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season for Brooklyn College 
Academy. The school won its 
fi rst girls’ basketball crown 

when it beat East Harlem Pride 
for the Public School Athletic 
League crown. The Bobcats 
lose just four seniors from 
this group, including forward 
Shaina Brown. Coach Kristin 
Conlon wants her returnees to 

compare this experience to los-
ing in the city fi nal a year ago. 

“The kids that are return-
ing, we want them to feel that 
same ‘Oh man we were so 
close,’ and come back and get 
their revenge,” Conlon said. 

“We learned from our experi-
ence last year and pushed for-
ward.”

 Knowing that the goal each 
year is now to win both city 
and Federation titles allows 
the seniors to leave with a lot of 

pride. Brooklyn College Acad-
emy didn’t even make the play-
offs when they were freshmen.

“I’m proud that we did it 
this year, and we can keep it 
up,” Smalls said. “They can 
keep working hard.” 

Continued from page 60 
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$99
C O U N T Y

BROOKLYNCHRYSLER.COM  866-753-0895

All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability.  See dealer for details. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478, Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 4/30/15.

B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-753-0895

2011 Chrysler 300

$15,990

Auto, 3.6L V6,
28,362 Miles,
STK T01293,
Fully Equipped,
Keyless Start,
Runs Like New

2013 Chrysler Town & Country

$19,900

Auto, 3.6L V6,
30,537 Miles,
STK T01308,
Touring, Leather,
All Powers,
DVD Player

2012 Hyundai Sonata GLS

$14,980

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl,
35,794 Miles,
STK P01302,
Fully Equipped,
Sunroof, 
Heated Seats

2013 Hyundai Veloster Turbo

$15,990

Auto, 1.6L 4 Cyl,
22,963 Miles,
STK T01330,
Leather Interior,
Vista Sunroof,
Navigation

2014 Toyota Camry SE

$18,400

Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl,
28,233 Miles,
STK P01192,
Fully Equipped,
Bluetooth, 
Fog Lights

2006 Nissan XTerra

$9,990

Auto, 4.0L V6,
81,287 Miles,
STK 6C535015,
Fully Equipped,
Runs Like New,
Clean Carfax

2009 Toyota Corolla LE

$12,300

Auto, 1.8L 4 Cyl,
36,164 Miles,
STK P01301,
Fully Equipped,
Sunroof,
Power Mirrors

2013 Hyundai Elantra Limited

$13,900

Auto, 1.8L 4 Cyl,
29,837 Miles,
STK P01300,
Fully Equipped,
Leather, 
Fog Lights

2012 Acura TSX Special Edition

$19,990

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl,
37,020 Miles,
STK T01294,
Fully Loaded,
Moonroof,
Fog Lights 

2015 CHRYSLER 200 LTD
2015 JEEP PATRIOT 

LATITUDE 4x42015 DODGE DART SXT 2015 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE 4x4

$99 /mo

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #CA193,  VIN FN655382,  
MSRP $25,475. Lease for $99/mo. for 36 mos. 
 @ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 security deposit. $4,495 plus 
1st mo. payment due at signing. $3,000 factory rebate 
& $1,541 dealer discount included.

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #JT520S,  VIN FD106546,  
MSRP $26,285. Lease for $99/mo. for 36 mos.  

@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 security deposit. $3,995 plus  
1st mo. payment due at signing. $2,500 factory rebate 

& $1,708 dealer discount included.

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #DA037,  VIN FD182276, 
MSRP $21,140.  Lease for $99/mo. for 36 mos.  
@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 security deposit. $2,995 plus 
1st mo. payment due at signing. $1,500 factory 
rebate & $1,292 dealer discount included.

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #JT460,  VIN FD246069, 
MSRP $25,390.  Lease for $99/mo. for 36 mos.  

@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 security deposit. $3,495 plus 
1st mo. payment due at signing. $2,500 factory 

rebate & $1,728 dealer discount included.
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