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BY TRUPTI RAMI
Get ’em while they’re hot — 
and still in print! 

An indie food maga-
zine festival will serve up a 
smorgasbord of lip-smack-
ing serials and juicy jour-
nals at the Wythe Hotel 
in Williamsburg on April 
11. Foodieodicals, which 

is part of the larger Food 
Book Fair taking place at 
the hotel April 10–12, is a 
micro ’zine fest showcas-
ing 21 publications from 
Brooklyn and beyond. Put-
ting pictures of food on pa-
per might seem antiquated 
in the age of Instagram and 
food blogs, but print offers 

an experience that still 
can’t be replicated with a 
screen, according to the 
creator of one provender-
centric publication. 

“Print is an object — it 
stays. It doesn’t get lost in 
the blog roll,” said Anna 
Dunn, editor-in-chief of the 

BY MAX JAEGER
Two Bay Ridge parochial schools 
are melting the glass ceiling and 
turning it into beakers.

Science students at all-girl 
middle school Visitation Acad-
emy are fi nishing their fi rst se-
mester using sophisticated com-
puter-aided drafting software 
and a 3D printer, and boys-only 
Xaverian High School is gearing 
up its labs for an infl ux of new 
scientists when the school goes 
co-ed in 2016. 

Visitation is already plan-
ning to buy a second printer and 
expand its Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics 
program, since more and more 
women will be needed in the sci-
ence and technology workforce 
in coming years, despite facing 
strong headwinds, according to 
Visitation science teacher Mary 
Ann McGrath.

“Women will play a signifi cant 
role in technology in the future,” 
McGrath said. “This is especially 
important knowing what opposi-
tion they’re going to face.”

Indeed, more women than ever 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The fi rst rule of the Gui-
tar Club is to tell everyone 
about the Guitar Club.

The second rule is to 
teach them how to play gui-
tar.

A group of Williams-
burg middle schoolers have 
been inspired to teach fel-
low students how to handle 

an axe after a school parent 
and a teacher took the time 
to teach them how to play a 
six-string.

Guitar-playing parent 
Beau Friedlander teamed 
with MS 577 guitar-playing 
teacher Tom MacDonald 
to teach kids songs such as 
the  Lumineer’s “Ho Hey,”  

Continued on page 6
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Broadway play 
comes to bar

BY TRUPTI RAMI
This show has a casting call and 
a last call.

A Brooklyn theater company 
is staging “Urinetown: The Mu-
sical” in a Williamsburg bar on 
April  8, and will pluck many of its 
performers straight from the pea-
nut gallery. By putting would-be 
spectators on stage alongside real 
thespians, the Brooklyn Theatre 
Club is able to offer its audience 
members a unique theater-going 
experience, said an organizer. 

“We want to create an environ-
ment where everyone feels they 
have the chance to perform — 
professionals, amateurs, and 

Continued on page 6
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GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT:
Food Book Fair’s Kimberly 
Chou with an assortment of 
food books and magazines.

BAR METHOD: Cast and crew from Brooklyn Theatre Club ham it up at Muchmore’s in Williamsburg, where they will 
perform “Urinetown: The Musical.”  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Rock ’n’ roll jr. high Read ’em and eat!

A lab of 
their own ‘URINE’ FOR 
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Williamsburg-published 
Diner Journal, which is 
participating in the fest. 
“You spill wine on us while 
you read a recipe. You mark 
a page you wan to return to. 
You rip a page out and tack 
it on the wall.” 

But food magazines — 
like most magazines — 
aren’t the cash cows they 
once were. Gourmet fa-
mously stopped printing 
in 2009, while much-hyped 
hipster periodical Modern 
Farmer temporarily ceased 
publication this year fol-
lowing fi nancial struggles 
and a mass staff exodus.

Diner Journal, a hole-
punched food, art, and lit-
erature magazine from the 
owners of Williamsburg 
restaurants Diner and Rey-
nard, has an even tougher 
challenge on its plate — 
it relies on subscriptions 
to stay afl oat, because it 
doesn’t print advertise-
ments, said Dunn.

“Funding an endeavor 
like this is certainly a chal-
lenge,” said Dunn, who 
lives in Crown Heights.

The menu for this 
year’s Foodieodicals in-
cludes smaller do-it-your-
self prints such as Put a 
Egg On It, a quirky liter-
ary magazine featuring 
personal and photo essays 
about food, alongside big-
name glossy publications 
like Lucky Peach, founded 
by Momofuku impresa-
rio David Chang. Most of 
the 21 magazines featured 
are made in New York, but 
others hail from Boston, 
Chicago, and D.C., and a 
few are from even further 
afi eld, such as Revista Ho-
jaSanta from Mexico City 
and the Cleaver Quarterly 
from Beijing. Some are 
printed quarterly, others 
are annuals, and some just 
come out whenever the cre-
ators can fi nd the time, said 
an organizer.

“A lot of people do this as 
their passion project,” said 
Kimberly Chou, managing 
director of Food Book Fair. 
“It’s really beautiful to see all 
the different sizes and shapes 
and colors and textures,” 

Each magazine at Food-
ieodicals will have a sepa-
rate table topped with stacks 
of issues and merchandise 
for sale, and some will also 

offer activities. Last year, 
Chinese food magazine the 
Cleaver Quarterly raffl ed 
off a cake. This year, “food 
and fantasy” ’zine the Run-
cible Spoon is asking at-
tendees to contribute their 
own hand-drawn food art 
to go in a giant wooden iP-
hone. The images will man-
ually scroll around, repli-
cating an Instagram feed, 
said Chou. 

Beyond Foodieodicals, 
the three-day Food Book 
Fair will include panel 
discussions, tastings, and 
signings with chefs and 
cookbook authors, said 
Chou. The event, which has 
been running since 2012, is 
open to food industry folk 
and amateur foodies alike, 
she said.

“Anyone and everyone 
who is invested in eating 
and drinking, and talking 
about eating and drinking, 
is welcome to come,” she 
said.

Foodieodicals at the 
Food Book Fair at the 
Wythe Hotel [80 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 12 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 460–8000, www.food-
ieodicals.com]. April 11 at 
noon–4 pm. $5. 

FOOD 
Continued from page 1

Oxcart, Veveritse, and Riot 
Jazz Brass Band, Ellia 
Bisker said.

Passover is typically 
a family affair, but the 

brother-sister duo said 
their variety show will 
be the next best thing to a 
Bisker family meal.

“We would invite every-
body to our family seder…” 
Ellia Bisker said.

“But it’s really hard 
on our mom,” Josh 

Bisker said.
“The Super Fun Pass-

over Seder” at the Muse 
(338 Moffat St. between Ir-
ving and Knickerbocker av-
enues in Bushwick, www.
superfunvariety.wordpress.
com). 8 pm on April 10 and 
11. $15.

PASSOVER
Continued from page 4

Ryan Miller takes his son Carter for a spin on the Prospect Park Carousel on March 29, two 
days after it opened for the season.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Out for a spin
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EARN YOUR DEGREE IN: ACCOUNTING, FINANCE, MARKETING, 
SPORTS MANAGEMENT or ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP

DOBBS FERRY  |  MANHATTAN  |  BRONX  |  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS  |  ONLINE

� AFFORDABLE - ONE OF THE LOWEST 
    PRIVATE TUITIONS IN THE COUNTRY

� OVER 90 DEGREE AND
    CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS 

��A QUALITY, PRIVATE EDUCATION 

��PERSONAL ATTENTION

� FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING -
    DAYS, NIGHTS, WEEKENDS, 
    ONLINE

��ACTIVE-LEARNING MODEL

��EXECUTIVE FACULTY WITH 
    REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE

��NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
    WITH LEADERS OF TOP 
    COMPANIES

Angel Cespedes
B.S. - Accounting,  ’16
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars
New Car Look””

Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
He is burning calories — 
and fossil fuels!

Mayor DeBlasio rou-
tinely travels 11 miles in a 
two-car motorcade to work-
out in his beloved Park 
Slope YMCA, and leaves his 
security force in idling cars 
outside as he breaks a sweat 
inside.

The mayor, who has po-
sitioned himself as an en-
vironmentalist by backing 
bans on  in-home wood-
burning fi replaces  and sin-
gle-use  Styrofoam contain-
ers , and is considering  a fee 
for the use of plastic bags 
at stores , is thumbing his 
nose at the environment by 
allowing his motorcade — 
generally made up of two 
Chevrolet Suburbans — to 
idle for up to an hour while 
he works out, opponents 
say.

“It is unconscionable for 
him to do that,” said Glo-
ria Mattera, a Park Slope 
resident, co-chair of the 
state Green Party, and for-
mer challenger to DeBla-
sio’s Council seat. “I think 
these career politicians 
have two faces. Eventually 
something has to be com-
promised.”

Curbside idling is a 
threat to every New York-
er’s health,  according to 
a 2009 study by the Envi-
ronmental Defense Fund , 

a group of more than 500 
scientists, economists, and 
other professionals dedi-
cated to preserving the 
natural systems on which 
all life depends. The group 
claims that each year, un-
necessary idling in New 
York City causes as much 
smog-forming pollution as 
9 million large trucks driv-
ing from Hunts Point in the 
Bronx to Staten Island.

Leaving a 
car idling is also 
against the law. 
New York state 
law prohibits cars 
other than licensed 
emergency vehi-
cles from idling for 
more than three 
minutes at a time. 
A pair of lawmak-
ers recently  intro-
duced city legisla-
tion that would pay 
residents willing 
to report idling au-
tomobiles  with the 
funds coming from 
increased penalties 
for law breakers.

But it is not just 
the idling that irks 
neighbors. Resi-
dents say that the 
amount of miles 
added to the may-
or’s schedule by 
his trips to Park 
Slope put even 
more pollutants in 

the air.
On one occasion, DeBla-

sio was inside the Y from 
about 8:30 to 9:30 am before 
he drove another 18 miles 
to Lehman College in the 
Bronx where he was sched-
uled to address a gradua-
tion ceremony for correc-
tions offi cers. The drive 
from Gracie Mansion to 
Lehman is just eight and a 

‘Green’ mayor leaves cars running 
while he jogs at Park Slope Y

GOING GREEN?: The mayor huffs it back 
to his vehicle.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

American idle 
RUNNING LATE: One of the mayor’s Chevrolet Suburbans idles as his drivers await his honor’s return 
from the Park Slope Y.  Community News Group / Noah Hurowitz

Continued on page 3
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BY MAX JAEGER
It’s enough to make your 
stomach drop.

When Luna Park’s 
Cyclone roller coaster 
stalled near the top of its 
first hill during the sec-
ond ride of the season 
on March 29, trapping a 
dozen riders 85 feet above 
Coney Island, nobody 
at the amusement park 
bothered to contact the 
police or fire department. 
A longtime fan of the gut-
churner who was trapped 
said the safety oversight 
was too much for her to 
stomach.

“I was very grateful 
for workers who helped us 
get down to the ground, 
but then I find out that 
they never even called 
911, which really both-
ered me, because God for-
bid if somebody fell,” said 
Diana Elsener, who drove 
from Poughkeepsie to 
ride the iconic coaster on 
opening day.

No one called the fire 
department or the police 
when the coaster stalled, 
spokesmen from both 
agencies said. Elsener 
didn’t see any ambulances 
before climbing down 
from her 85-foot-high van-

tage point, she said.
Representatives from 

Luna Park did not return 
a call for comment.

About a dozen riders 
sat at the top of the tow-
ering thrill ride for about 
20 minutes when coaster 

cars locked up just before 
cresting the ride’s first 
hill at noon on Sunday, 
witnesses said. At first, 
riders thought the pause 
was planned to add to the 
thrill, but soon the grav-
ity of the situation sank 

in, one stranded thrill-
seeker said.

“I thought ‘maybe they 
just needed to hit a but-
ton,’ but then I look down, 
and I see all of Luna Park 
has stopped, and the staff 
comes running, and I 
know we’re stuck,” said 
David Zubin of Benson-
hurst, who has been rid-
ing the Cyclone every 
opening day for the past 
decade.

Luna Park staff 
climbed the coaster and 
escorted stranded riders 
down a series of wooden 
steps to terra firma with 
no injuries reported. The 
thrill was there, but the 
spills came the next day, 
Elsener said.

“I woke up this morn-
ing and collapsed,” she 
said. “Every muscle in 
my legs just cramped, so 
I’m actually having a lot 
of trouble walking. People 
keep saying ‘steps,’ but 
they’re not steps — it’s a 

little strip of wood that 
you have to brace yourself 
on. I’m not gonna lie — it 
was terrifying.”

The iconic ride opened 
in 1927, and operator As-
troland Amusement Park 
refurbished the ride in 
1974.  Luna Park took over 
management of the coaster 
in 2011 and began another 
round of refurbishment . 
Hurricane Sandy delayed 
the work but  didn’t cause 
any lasting damage to the 
ride , operators said. 

But Sunday’s technical 
glitch, and Luna Park’s 
failure to alert the au-
thorities are not enough 
to dissuade Elsener from 
taking another go-around 
on the coaster, she said.

“Our family has been 
riding the cyclone since 
1939,” said Elsner, who 
got to Luna Park at 7:30 
am to get in line. “At this 
point, I would ride again 
because it’s a family tra-
dition.”

RESCUE AT 85 FEET
Fearless Cyclone riders walk away from stalled train
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CAN’T KEEP A GOOD RIDE DOWN: (Left)  A worker helps a young girl climb to safety. (Above) David 
Zubin of Bensonhurst and Adam Myers say they’re going back to the Cyclone April 4 to take the ride 
they missed out on. Luna Park, which operates the decades-old coaster, gave a free ticket to thrill-
seekers who missed out becasue the coaster went kaput. Photos by Steve Solomonson

half miles, so the trip to the 
Slope adding more than 20 
miles to DeBlasio’s drive 
that day. 

DeBlasio also ducked 
into the Y on the morning 
of the State of the City ad-
dress at Baruch College, 
which is just a three-mile 
drive from Gracie Man-
sion, but seven miles from 
the gym.

In 10 visits to the Pros-
pect Park Y, we saw the 
mayor fi ve times, stretch-
ing on a yoga mat before 
hopping on an exercise 
bike, where he generally 
spends about half an hour 
at a leisurely pace. Noth-

ing, in other words, that 
he can’t do at home, said 
Mattera, who often used to 
work out side by side with 
her former opponent.

“He may need to cut 
his workout short, or get 
an exercise bike at his 

house.” she said. 
A representative of the 

mayor refused to discuss 
the idling motorcade — 
which he labelled a matter 
of security — but said his 
boss likes to use his old Y 
because that’s where he 

has worked out for a long 
time.

“He is staying close 
to the community where 
he raised his family and 
where he has lived for 20 
years,” said spokesman Wi-
ley Norvell.

MAYOR
Continued from page 2
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BY MAX JAEGER
Pharaoh, let my people 
show!

A bevy of Brooklyn acro-
bats, burlesque dancers, and 
magicians will perform acts 
inspired by the 10 Biblical 
plagues in Exodus at a Pass-
over-themed variety show at 
Bushwick circus training 
facility the Muse on April 10 
and 11. The irreverent take 
on the holiday, which com-

memorates a series of affl ic-
tions God wrought on Egypt 
to deliver the Jews from slav-
ery, is actually very much in 
line with the spirit of Pass-
over, organizers said.

“It’s a very over-the-top 
holiday — everything about 
the story is more than nec-
essary, so it seemed like a 
really good fi t for the spec-
tacle of a circus show,” said 
organizer Ellia Bisker, who 

lives in Bushwick and will 
co-emcee the show with her 
brother Josh Bisker. “Pass-
over is one of our very fa-
vorite holidays, and this 
show comes from a genuine 
place.”

Audience members will 
also take part in an inter-
active reading of the Pass-
over story — and a few lucky 
guests will get to dress up as 
foods from the Seder plate.

The sibling duo said they 
conceived “The Super Fun 
Passover Seder” in the tra-
dition of Jewish vaudeville. 
The Passover tradition of 
families reading the libera-
tion tale aloud also lends it-
self to audience participa-
tion, they said.

“That’s one of the things 
that’s essential to the tradi-
tion is the people at the table 
help to retell the story,” said 
Josh Bisker, who lives in 
Park Slope.

A high-fl ying acrobat 
will team up with a pair of 
radio storytellers to pres-
ent the fi rst affl iction — 
God turning Egypt’s water 
to blood. Aerialist Rebecca 
Heinegg choreographed her 
routine to a voice-and-music 
collage arranged by Sound-
smith Radio — a show that 
sets listener-recorded mis-
sives to tunes.

“It’s an aerial act that 
captures the transformation 
from water to blood and con-
veys the experience of that 
— that is, not all transforma-

tions are cheerful and posi-
tive, but they can instead 
have meaning and terror in 
them,” Josh Bisker said.

After the show, guests 

can dance off some of that 
Manischewitz to an “all-star 
pick-up Klezmer band” fea-
turing members from Tipsy 

PLAGUE IT AGAIN SAM: Sibling vaudevillians Josh and Ellia Bisker 
are putting on a Passover variety show based on the Biblical 
plagues at Bushwick circus training facility the Muse on April 10 
and 11. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Bread and circuses

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 

acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-

ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 

surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 

travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 

without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 

what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 

space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 

discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 

material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-

surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-

cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 

discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 

syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 

solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 

Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 

11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM

THE PROCESS  
IS QUICK,  

EASY,  
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS

Serving the 
community for  
over 50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
Visit us online or
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

$50 . 

OFF
WHEN YOU MENTION 

BKWP

Continued on page 10
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY VANESSA OGLE
Hop into spring!

Kids and parents celebrated the 
warmer weather with the Easter 
Bunny Brunch at Aviator Sports 
and Events Center on March 29. 

Youngsters dined with the be-
loved bunny and one parent said 
her daughter even donned white and 
pink bunny ears to match her fuzzy 
friend.

“She said, ‘Mom, don’t forget my 
ears, don’t forget my ears,’ ” said 
Coretta Dixon, who lives in Queens 
and attended the brunch with her 
daughter Jaelyn. “She was excited.”

The menu featured eggs, pan-
cakes, waffl es, bacon, sausage, fruit 
salad, grilled fl ank steak, roasted 
pork shoulder, and quiche. But one 
parent only nibbled at her food be-
cause she said the meat-centric meal 
didn’t have enough options.

“I don’t eat beef or pork, so the 
other options weren’t too appe-
tizing,” said Raven Ishman, who 
lives in Canarsie and attended 
the event with her daughter Brax-
ton. 

But Ishman said the menu satis-
fi ed her daughter, who especially en-
joyed decorating cupcakes with col-

orful candies at the dessert station. 
“She took it really serious,” she 

said. 
Because the brunch was so 

popular last year, Aviator added a 
morning and afternoon section to 
avoid overcrowding. 

The afternoon section sold 
out, but the less-crowded morn-
ing event was perfect for Ishman, 
who brought her extended family 
to the big brunch. 

“We had family visiting from 
out of town, so it was a nice activ-
ity for us to do in the morning to 
get our day started,” she said. 

HEAR THE EASTER CHEER: (Above) Jaelyn Dixon is all smiles as she 
shows off her bunny ears at the Easter Bunny Brunch at Aviator Sports 
and Events Center on March 29. (Center) Aviator staffers Danielle Santos, 
Jenna Jones, and Gabriella Alonso gave treats to the kids. (Left) Curtis 
Colon bonds with the big bunny at the brunch.  
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Brunch with the bunny
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and after they rocked out 
at a holiday show, demand 
for the duo’s services out 
weighed their supply of 
time.

And that’s when their 
fi rst students stepped in.

“When a kid fi nally 
gets it, it gives me the feel-
ing that I have done some-
thing good,” said 13-year-
old student Matthew 
Fitzpatrick, a seventh 
grader who has already 
begun passing down his 
knowledge to kids even 
more wet behind the ears 
than he, even though he 
only started playing six 
months ago and knows a 
handful of chords. “It is 
really fun.”

Fitzpatrick and other 
older kids picked up the 
slack by starting to teach 
each other, and as soon 
as they would learn a new 
chord or song, they would 
seek out younger kids to 
show them how it is done. 
Friedlander and MacDon-
ald started asking their 
students to promise to pass 
on what they learned. 

“We are creating this 
weird little nation of gui-
tar players,” said Fried-
lander. 

And the kids all turn 
out to be all right as teach-
ers.

“Kids are sometimes 
better at showing each 
other how to do things 
than adults are,” said 
Friedlander. “They speak 
the same language.”

And according to the 
kids, explaining how 
something is done to an-
other student benefi ts 
both the student and the 
teacher. 

“Teaching helps you 
understand the instru-
ments better,” said Ella 

Friedlander. “You are get-
ting a deeper understand-
ing of what you are play-
ing.”

The kids have already 
learned several popular 
songs, including  “Fire-
work”  by Katy Perry, 
 “Maps”  by Maroon 5, and 
 “Rude”  by Magic. They 
have also taken on some 
stalwart classics, includ-
ing  “You’ve Got to Hide 
Your Love Away”  by the 
Beatles and  “Sweet Home 
Alabama”  by Lynyrd 
Skynyrd. 

The kids  are now rais-

ing money  to build a web-
site where they will post 
their own homemade in-
structional videos, and 
are hoping to raise enough 
money to buy guitars for 
50 more kids. 

Friedlander and Mac-
Donald also hope to ex-
pand the club to at least 
two more schools and 
eventually the entire city. 

“I just want kids to be 
enriched with music and 
the arts and learn a skill 
that goes with you beyond 
test taking,” said MacDon-
ald. 

are entering the biological 
and natural science work-
force, but women’s share of 
the male-dominated fi eld  
of engineering has actually 
shrunk in recent decades 
— due largely to pre-exist-
ing biases in the classroom 
and workplace, according 
to a study by the American 
Association for University 
Women.

Visitation’s program 
takes the gender element 
out of the equation.

“There are no boys in 
the classroom to dismiss 
them,” McGrath said.

The school began teach-
ing technology classes in 
2012, and educators incor-
porated computer design 
software and a 3D printer 
this year. The girls took to 
the gizmos like seasoned 
vets, McGrath said.

“When I fi rst came 
in, I couldn’t run the 3D 
printer,” she said. “The 
girls showed me.”

And when the young 
scientists graduate from 
Visitation, they’ll be able 
to pick up their studies 
at Xaverian High School, 
which will begin accept-
ing girls in 2016, and has 

a state-of-the-art technol-
ogy lab — including a 3D 
printer, high-powered com-
puters, and a wind tunnel 
for testing tensile strength, 
administrators said.

“Outside of the big 
name schools — Brooklyn 
Tech and Staten Island 
Tech — no one offers what 
we do on the level that 
we’re going to be doing it 
on,” said Alex Alfredo, di-
rector of the Xaverian’s 
Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Mathematics 
program.

The school’s principal 
admitted that a male-dom-
inated climate still ham-
pers gender equality in 
the sciences, but he said 
that Xaverian will shed the 
boys-only identity it has 
embraced since its found-
ing in 1957, in part to honor 
the institution’s religious 
calling.

“That era was one in 
which the whole culture 
said ‘women couldn’t do 
certain things,’ ” said 
Xaverian principal Deacon 
Kevin McCormack. “It’s a 
different time and place, 
and to say that girls can’t 
do certain things is not 
acceptable. As a religious 
school, we believe God 
calls everybody to be the 
best they can be.”

Continued from page 1 
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ROLE REVERSAL: Visitation Eighth-graders, left to right, Emily Ne-
hme, Krista Midthassel, and Francesca Mavicaare are so comfort-
able using the school’s new 3D printer, they showed their teacher 
how it works. Photo by Steve Solomonson

drunk warblers alike,” 
said Mara Frankel, co-
founder of Brooklyn 
Theatre Club. “The goal 
of our performances is 
to bring together new 
friends of all perform-
ing backgrounds — even 
those who only shine in 
the shower.”

To translate the Broad-
way comedy into an au-
dience-interactive show, 
Frankel said she and 
company co-founder Ste-
phen Schapero combed 

through the script for 
roles that patrons could 
jump into without prac-
tice, and moments where 
the whole audience could 
join in.

“We make sure every-
one can perform with-
out being embarrassed or 
caught off-guard by their 
part,” said Frankel.

Audience members 
don’t have to step into the 
spotlight, said Frankel. 
Those interested in tread-
ing the bar-room boards 
will perform one of 12 
speaking roles or 10 non-
speaking roles, but the 
stage-shy can opt to hold 

signs and provide back-
ground noises. 

And don’t worry about 
memorizing your lines. 
The entire two-hour per-
formance is treated as a 
staged reading, Frankel 
said, with both company 
actors and audience am-
ateurs holding scripts on 
stage. 

The spontaneous, par-
ticipatory nature of the 
show makes the experi-
ence more exciting for ev-
eryone involved, said one 
Brooklyn Theatre Club 
player.

“Audience interaction 
takes an experience that 

it is traditionally pretty 
passive and turns it into 
the exact opposite,” said 
Greenpoint actor Lauren 
Drapek, who plays Pe-
nelope Pennywise in the 
show. 

“The audience sees 
the actors up close, gets to 
touch sets and costumes, 
and has the spotlight 
turned on them.”

Brooklyn Theatre Club 
presents “Urinetown: The 
Musical!” at Muchmore’s 
(2 Havemeyer St. at N. 
Ninth Street in Williams-
burg, www.brooklynthe-
atreclub.com). April 1 
and 8 at 9 pm. $15.

HEADS OF THE CLASS: Beau Friedlander, front row on left, and Tom MacDonald, right, with their 
music students, so of whom teach other kids to play guitar. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

URINETOWN
Continued from page 1
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure designed 
to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities 
without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 

for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxifi cation. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients 
average loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches 
compared to the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3-9 INCHES IN TWO WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off  excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: Tuesday, April 14 at 1:15 pm and
Tuesday, April 28 at 6:15 pm

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona removes inches, more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The 
Doctors.  I have to say, I didn’t believe it at fi rst either.”        

—  Dr. Drew Ordon - Lead Physician on the Hit T.V. Show “The Doctors” 

M.A.S.Swing

M.A.S. Swing 15 piece big band 
will perform music from the 

Great American Songbook which includes 
songs by Frank Sinatra, Tommy Dorsey, 

Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

Sunday, April 12, 2015
2PM - 5PM

The Tamaqua
84 Ebony Ct 

(located at the end of Channel Ave off Gerritsen Ave.)

Gerritsen Beach, Brooklyn 11229

Tickets $25.00 per person will include a hot buffet
Tickets available at the door

For more information contact: 
Marie Stack 917-841-1617

www.mariestack.com
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BY MAX JAEGER
Talk about a cameo!

An acclaimed fi lmmaker 
visited his old stomping 
grounds in Coney Island on 
March 26. 

Director Darren Aronof-
sky dropped by Mark 
Twain IS 239 to receive the 
school’s 2015 Alumni Hall 
of Fame award. The Man-
hattan Beach-raised direc-
tor — best known for 2000’s 
“Requiem for a Dream” and 
2010’s “Black Swan” — told 
students at the Neptune Av-
enue school that it was the 
fi rst time he felt comfort-
able in the auditorium’s 
limelight.

“The last time I was on 
this stage, the lovely Mrs. 
[Vera] Fried — my seventh-
grade teacher — had us 
dress up as a historical fi g-
ure, and we all had to come 
up on stage and introduce 
ourselves … and completely 
humiliate ourselves in 
front of all our classmates, 
and it was terrible,” Aronof-
sky said. “So it’s nice not be-
ing humiliated up here on 
stage.”

The Academy Award-
nominated fi lmmaker said 
Fried helped him discover 
a passion for creative writ-
ing during a poetry assign-
ment. Aronofsky’s compo-
sition, “The Dove,” later 
inspired his 2014 fi lm, 
“Noah,” he said. The octo-
genarian educator played 
the “one-eyed crone” in the 
Biblical epic.

Aronofsky, now a Man-

hattanite, said growing up 
in and around Coney Island 
had a profound effect on his 
creative process.

“It’s defi nitely been 
in a lot of my movies be-
cause I grew up around 
it, and the aesthetic and 
the people here are just a 
big part of who I am, and 
I defi nitely draw on stuff 
from my youth to tell sto-
ries,” said Aronofsky, who 
set his movie adaptation of 
“Requiem for a Dream” in 
Coney Island rather than 
the novel’s Bronx locale be-
cause he was familiar with 
Sodom by the Sea.

Eighth-grader Fred-
eric Minzberg performed 

“Lux Aeterna” 
— “Requiem 
for a Dream”’s 
leitmotif — ar-
ranged for solo 
piano. The per-
formance was 
serendipitous, 
because Min-
zberg learned 
the tune before 
fi nding out the 
movie’s director 
would visit his 
school, the stu-
dent said.

A r o n o f s k y 
joins actor Louis 
Gossett Jr. as the 
school’s second 
alumni hall-of-
famer, and sug-
gested admin-
istrators reach 
outside the hu-
manities when 

selecting the 2016 inductee.
“Now it’s Lou Gossett 

and it’s me on the wall, but 
I’m sure there are a lot of 
great people. Maybe next 
year you could fi nd someone 
who works in math or the 
sciences or one of the other 
great talents,” he said.

The director attended 
the school for gifted kids 
as a math student, and his 
fi rst feature fi lm — a bi-
zarre psychological thriller 
called “Pi” — was steeped 
in number theory and com-
puter science.

The school’s principal 
praised Aronofsky for his 
humility and dedication to 
his alma mater.

Famed director visits his Coney school

WELCOME BACK, ARONOFSKY: Acclaimed 
fi lmmaker Darren Aronofsky visited his alma 
mater, IS 239 in Coney Island, to accept an 
award and address students at the school.
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Special feature
HOMECOMING: IS 239 students welcome alumnus and famed director Darren Aronofsky ahead of his 
induction into the school’s alumni Hall of Fame. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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CATERERS

Offering dinner, cocktail 
and buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Me-ouch! A Williamsburg 
councilman was repeat-
edly bitten by a pregnant 
and bullet-ridden cat when 
he tried to rescue it from 
Brooklyn’s own circle of 
hell, the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway.

Now, the terrifi ed kitty 
is recovering — and pre-
paring to bring a litter 
into the world — at a res-
cue center where vets say 
they’ll remove the bullet 
after they remove the kit-
tens.

It all started last Friday 
night when Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Williams-
burg) says he was driving 
toward Greenpoint on the 
highway when he saw the 
cat on the other side of the 
median limping toward 
Downtown. He then did 
what any Good Samaritan 
would do in that situation: 
call 911. But the 911 opera-
tor he reached did what any 

good 911 operator would do 
in that situation: told him 
it wasn’t an emergency.

That’s when Levin took 

things into his own hands. 
First, he asked his signifi -
cant other to verify that 
it would be a good idea to 
double-back and save the 
cat. 

“My girlfriend told me 
‘This will bother you if you 
do not do it,’ ” he said.

So he exited the highway 
and got back on the other 
side where he stopped and 
picked up the cat as a police 
offi cer, who happened to be 
on the road, waited behind 
him to make sure Levin 
did not get hit by a car. But 
the offi cer could not stop 
the terrifi ed animal from 
biting Levin hard on both 
hands as he wrangle the fe-
rocious feline into his Ford 
Focus hatchback, which he 
apparently  bought to re-
place his legendary Honda 
Civic .

Levin brought the cat 
to the nearby Brooklyn 
Animal Resource Coali-
tion where he asked an 

employee to get the still-
freaking-out animal out of 
his Ford. 

As soon as the staffers 
saw the frightened feline, 
they realized that she was 
pregnant and that she had 
been abused, said Vinny 
Spinola, the group’s vice 
president. 

They X-rayed the ani-
mal and found a bullet 
lodged in her hip, along 
with many other punc-
ture wounds, cuts, and 
bruises that had all hap-
pened at different times, 
and the pads of its feet 
ripped off. 

“This poor animal was 
abused over a long period 
of time,” said Spinola. 

The staff named the cat 
“Loretta” and has been 
keeping a close eye on her. 
She is due to give birth in 
about a week, and the staff 
plans to perform surgery 
to remove the bullet after 
the kittens come out. 

Levin got to his sched-
uled meeting only a half 
an hour late, and later took 
himself to Methodist Hos-

pital, where doctors gave 
him a tetanus shot and 
some antibiotics for his 
bite wounds. 

Councilman rescues shot, pregnant cat from BQE

GOOD CAT-MARITAN: Councilman Steve Levin saw this cat wan-
dering on the Brooklyn Queens Expressway, so he captured it and 
took it to the Brooklyn Animal Resource Coalition.  Vinny Spinola

LONG RECOVERY: The preg-
nant cat that the staff at Brook-
lyn Animal Resource Coalition 
has named Loretta suffered 
terribly at the hands of an abu-
sive person who the staff says 
beat and shot the cat over a 
long period of time.  
 Vinny Spinola

Showing pity for a kitty


