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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
She likes little pictures of butts 
and she cannot lie. 

A Crown Heights artist has 
painted 42 bite-sized portraits 
of celebrities’ rear ends for her 
one-woman art show “A View of 
the End,” which will run at Wil-
liamsburg erotic boutique Shag 
until June 7.

The exterior-centric exhibit 
is a critique of our celebrity-ob-
sessed society, the dainty derri-
ere depicter said. Viewers must 
get very close to see the tiny tush-
ies, forcing them to ogle the keis-
ters like a paparazzo, she said.

“They hopefully get the viewer 
to become conscious of the ways 
that they follow their own voy-
euristic tendencies,” said artist 
Catalina Viejo Lopez de Roda. 

Lopez de Roda based all the 
posterior paintings off photos she 
found in celebrity magazines. She 
changed the backgrounds, but 
left the glutei maximi untouched. 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Brooklyn Brewery’s chef is 
attempting to recreate the 
food 1650s Dutch colonists 
ate in New York — well, 
New Amsterdam — at a 
dinner party at Williams-
burg’s Humbolt and Jack-
son on April 16. The his-
tory-loving culinarian said 

he hopes to teach New York-
ers a thing or two about the 
dining habits of their fore-
bears, and to make them 
forget what century it is 
outside the restaurant.   

“There will be an aspect 
of theater to it,” said chef 
Andrew Gerson. “We want 
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BY VANESSA OGLE
It was a cat-astrophe 
averted.

Three kittens trapped 
in a shuttered storefront 
in Sheepshead Bay were 
rescued by passersby who 
heard the cats’ cries on 
April 4. 

A group of locals was 
walking by the storefront 

on Avenue U near E. 15th 
Street when they heard the 
whimpers of the anxious 
animals from behind the 
roll-down gate at 9:30 pm. 

One resident called the 
police, but she said the cops 
didn’t arrive immediately 
and the youngsters’ yelps 
were too heart-rending to 
ignore — so the group de-

cided to try and lift the gate 
to save the fragile felines 
themselves.

“We just needed to 
get them,” said Daniella 
Zabara, who was with her 
mom and four friends when 
she heard the worrisome 
whimpers. 

There were three tiny 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Coney Island’s iconic Boardwalk 
is getting a do-over on a botched 
bid for landmark status to save its 
threatened boards.

The Landmarks Preservation 
Commission rejected an applica-
tion for a Scenic Landmark desig-
nation of Riegelmann Boardwalk 
aimed at thwarting the city’s 
plan to convert the wooden walk-
way to plastic and concrete, but a 
panel has agreed to reconsider a 
revised application, according to 
the local pol leading the effort.

 Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island) submitted the 
paperwork for the designation 
in December  but the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission de-
nied the application on the basis 
that the most signifi cant period 
of Coney Island history predated 
the construction of the Board-
walk and that the structure 
has been too drastically altered 
since, according to Treyger who 
denounced those claims at a re-
cent Council meeting on the land-
marks commission’s budget.

“Before the construction of 
the Boardwalk, that was not city-
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Artist paints 
pics of butts

ALL THE IFS, ANDS, AND BUTTS: Artist Catalina Viejo Lopez de Roda paints famous butts to show how society is 
obsessed with voyeurism.  Photo by Jason Speakman

CUDDLY CALICO: Three kit-
tens trapped under a shut-
tered storefront were res-
cued on April 4.

Kittens rescued in S’Head BayDutch oven

Pols: Make 
Boardwalk 
a landmark
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BY MAX JAEGER
They came back for more.

A group of Cyclone fa-
natics who got stranded on 
the Coney Island coaster 
after it malfunctioned dur-
ing its March 29 opening 
returned a week later to 
take the ride they missed 
out on. The loyal coaster 
fans said they wanted to 
show that the People’s Play-
ground icon isn’t as rickety 
as critics say.

“The reason why were 
out here is to prove that the 
ride is safe, because there 
are tons of negative people 
out there who say the ride 
should be shut down be-
cause of this one little inci-
dent,” said Bensonhurster 
David Zobin, one of a hand-
ful of stalwarts calling 
themselves The Cyclone 
Seven who got their belated 
fi rst ride of the season on 
April 4.

The thrill-seeker said 
he was a little worried that 
the coaster would stall out 
again as it climbed the fi rst 
hill.

“I was like ‘c’mon, keep 
going, keep going,’ ” Zobin 
said.

And the plunge was 
pure catharsis, another 
rider said.

“It was worth the wait 
— the ride felt incredi-
ble,” said Adam Myers, a 
high-schooler who added 
that — counting the 
opening-day mishap — 
he has ridden the Cyclone 

13-and-a-half times.
The octogenarian thrill 

ride locked up on its second 
run of the season on March 
29,  stranding about a dozen 
riders atop the fi rst hill 
for 20 minutes before park 
staff helped them climb 85 
feet to the ground without 
the aid the fi re department 
and without any ambu-
lances  standing by  in case 
of a stumble. 

Luna Park, which oper-
ates the ride, let the Cyclone 
Seven ride for free because 
they were so unlucky on 
March 29. Members of the 
group were strangers be-
fore the attraction brought 
them together, they said.

“I knew two people — 

everybody else I met while 
we were stuck on the ride,” 
Zobin said. “That’s how we 
kind of clicked.”

Zobin and Myers ex-
changed contact info with 
some of the Seven and 
tracked the rest of the rid-
ers down on Facebook af-
ter reading their stories in 
the news, they said. Now 
the group, which has mem-
bers from Brooklyn, Long 
Island, and upstate New 
York, plans to meet up for 
future rides.

“These are some of the 
nicest people I’ve met,” My-
ers said. “We’re already 
planning to ride on the Cy-
clone’s 88th anniversary in 
June.”

Stranded thrill-seekers get belated fi rst ride

BACKING THEIR BRAND: Valerio Ferrari — president of Central 
Amusements, which operates Luna Park — and Antonio Zamperla, 
Luna Park’s owner, rode in the front car on April 4. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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DOWNHILL FROM HERE: Riders make their way back down after the Cyclone got stuck on the fi rst hill 
during Luna Park’s opening day on March 29. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY MAX JAEGER
Call it a case of “I (should 
have) told you so.”

The private company 
that the city hired to run 
the billion-dollar Build 
It Back Hurricane Sandy 
recovery program — and 
billed the city more than 
$6 million for work that 
wasn’t up to snuff — told 
auditors from Comptrol-
ler Scott Stinger’s of-
fi ce that it wasn’t able to 
competently administer 
the program because the 
company lacked disaster 
recovery expertise.

The city tapped Public 
Financial Management to 
run the federally funded 
program in 2012. The com-
pany hired subcontrac-
tors to handle applicants’ 
paperwork, but failed to 
make sure they were do-
ing their jobs correctly — 
all while billing the city 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for work that 
had already been paid for, 
the audit revealed. And 
a manager from the com-
pany told auditors it was 
incapable of managing the 
very sub-contractors that 
it hired, because it lacked 
relevant experience.

“The manager stated 
that PFM was responsible 
for managing only the fi -
nancial and administrative 
aspects of the program, in-
cluding invoicing, monitor-
ing program functionality, 
and contacting subcontrac-
tors on behalf of the city,” 
the audit states. “He con-
tended that PFM was not re-
sponsible for management 
of the direct delivery of ser-
vices because that required 
programmatic knowledge 
of disaster recovery, which 
he said was outside of PFM’s 
expertise.”

The unnamed manager 
later copped to dropping 
the ball.

“Upon further ques-
tioning, he conceded that 
PFM’s role as primary con-
tractor meant that it was, 
by defi nition, responsible 
for subcontractor perfor-
mance,” the audit states.

Public Financial Man-
agement ran the program 
so poorly that  Mayor De-
Blasio quietly axed the 
company in early 2014, 
opting to have the city 
oversee sub-contractors 
directly in the fi rst stage 
of a program overhaul an-
nounced later that April . 

 By May of last year, the 
city had shelled out more 
than six times as much 
cash to contractors as it 

had to victims . 
Of the $17.25 million 

the city had paid consul-
tants to run the program 
by March 2015, it forked 
over $6.8 million “for work 
that did not conform to 
program requirements set 
out in PFM’s contract with 
the city,” $1.2 million for 
improperly invoiced work, 
and an additional $245,000 
for services it had already 
paid for, the audit found.

Public Financial Man-
agement allowed its sub-con-
tractors to do shoddy work, 
frustrating aid-seekers and 
putting cash in hired fi rms’ 
pockets, auditors said.

The company hired 

United Research 
Services to help 
navigate the nec-
essary paperwork 
and Solix to ensure 
aid-seekers were 
eligible for fed-
eral relief money. 
United Research 
Services received 
a fl at $200,000 per 
month for its work 
— plus payments of 
$100–$300 for “de-
liverables” such as 
completing an ap-
plicant’s intake pa-
perwork or closing 
out a case. But the 
consultants rou-
tinely fi led incom-
plete paperwork 
and dragged their 
feet to fi x it, be-
cause the monthly 
payment scheme 
gave contractors 
no incentive to 
perform more effi -
ciently, Stringer’s 
offi ce said.

But the money 
isn’t totally lost, 
according to a 
statement from the 
city’s Housing Re-
covery Offi ce.

“No vendor has 
received payments in ex-
cess of the total amount 
that they are owed to date,” 
the statement reads. “In 
fact, only $17.25 million has 
been paid to the vendors, 
one-third of their original 
contract value. Payments 
made for work in 2013 will 
be reviewed as future pay-
ments are made to ensure 
that no vendor receives du-
plicate payments, and all 
future and past payments 
have required documenta-
tion. New comprehensive 
controls will ensure that 
no duplicate payments are 
made, and that any previ-
ous duplicative payments 
are recaptured.”

BY MAX JAEGER
Sandy victims have been 

complaining for years that 
Build It Back was broken, and 
now an audit of the city’s Hur-
ricane Sandy recovery pro-
gram reveals exactly how the 
city dropped the ball.

The Mayor’s Offi ce on 
Housing and Recovery — and 
private consultants hired 
to run the federally funded  
Build It Back program — 
bounced applicants between 
staff in a bid to cut costs, re-
peatedly changed paperwork 
requirements without alert-
ing applicants, and hired woe-
fully under-qualifi ed case-
workers, according to an audit 
by Comptroller Scott Stringer. 

“New York City’s response 
to Sandy was a case study in 
dysfunction,” Stringer said 
when he released the scathing 
report on March 31.

The fi ndings come as no 
surprise to Sandy victims in 
Southern Brooklyn who are 
still waiting for assistance. 

Mayor DeBlasio, who in-
herited the fl awed program 
from former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, re-tooled  Build 
It Back in April 2014, hiring 
a new director for the Hous-
ing and Recovery Offi ce and 
increasing the number of city 
staffers working in the pro-
gram. But even after the over-
haul folks are still hitting 
roadblocks, such as a retired 

corrections offi cer in Coney 
Island who is still waiting for 
reimbursement for repairs 
she made after the 2012 super-
storm.

“I worked my butt off pro-
tecting this city for 24 years, 
and now, when I need help, I 
can’t get them to answer an 
e-mail,” said Pam Harris. “I 
should be on the island of Bali 
right now, living it up, but I 
spent my 401-k to get my house 
back.”

Aid-seekers complained 
from the get-go that they were 
being bounced around by pro-
gram staff who were unre-
sponsive and unfamiliar with 
their cases. The city originally 
planned to assign a dedicated 
caseworker to each applicant, 
but backed off because it de-
cided that was too expensive, 
and instead ended up hiring 
fewer workers than necessary, 
the audit states. 

The city admitted that the 
multiple caseworkers created 
problems and said it has since 
fi xed the issue.

Looking back, another 
victim was skeptical a dedi-
cated caseworker would have 
improved his experience, be-
cause the system was so fl awed 
in other areas.

“I don’t think it would have 
been any difference, because 
everything was changing — 
every two seconds they had 

Contractor made a mess of Build It Back
HEATED: Mechanical equipment in Harris’s home still isn’t fi xed be-
cause she can’t afford to pay for the repairs until Build It Back issues 
her a reimbursement for work she’s already paid for out of her own 
pocket. Photo by Steve Solomonson

THE WEAKEST LINK: Public Financial Management — the company 
tapped by the city to hire and oversee subcontractors for the Build It 
Back recovery program — failed at most of the tasks it was hired to do, 
according to an audit by the city Comptroller. Leah Mitch

Public fi nancial 
mismanagement

Audit: Build It Back 
caseworkers were 

not qualifi ed

Comptroller fi nds waste and incompetence in Build It Back

Continued on page 8
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

THE PROCESS  
IS QUICK,  

EASY,  
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS

Serving the 
community for  
over 50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
Visit us online or
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

$50 . 
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BY MAX JAEGER
Good night, sweet 
prince.

Bay Ridge fi xture 
James “Little Jimmy” 
Mastrangelo — a Co-
ney Island icon, au-
thor, Latin dancer, 
and former Oompah 
Loompah perhaps 
best known for play-
ing “Little Uncle Sam” 
at the annual Nathan’s 
Hot Dog Eating Con-
test— passed away on 
April 6 after a two-
year battle with pros-
tate cancer. He was 67.

He is remembered 
by friends and fam-
ily as People’s Play-
ground royalty.

“To me, the prince 
of Coney Island is 
dead, and it is a sad, 
sad day,” said George 
Shea, emcee of the hot 
dog-eating contest and 
a long-time friend of 
Mastrangelo. “I speak 
for the entire Coney 
Island community 
when I say we all loved 
Jimmy. He was born 
to the stage — he was 
born to perform.”

The Bensonhurst-
born entertainer, Bay 
Ridge resident, and ad-
opted son of Coney Is-
land stood just 4-foot-6 
and had an outsized 
love for his native bor-
ough, his sister said.

“He never wanted 
to leave Brooklyn,” 
said Maria DeStefano, 

who lives in New Jer-
sey. “I’d get him to 
come out to visit me 
a couple times, but he 
would never stay long. 
He’d look at his watch 
and say ‘I have to get 
on the seven o’clock 
bus.’ ”

Many know Mas-
trangelo for his role as 
“Little Uncle Sam” in 
Shea’s July Fourth hot 
dog-eating contest, but 
he also appeared as an 
Oompah Loompah in 
the 1971 fi lm “Willy 
Wonka & the Choco-
late Factory,” pub-
lished a book, and 
was an accomplished 
Latin dancer who 
proudly carried a 
photo of himself with 
mambo maestro Tito 
Puente, friends said.

“I’m a professional 
dancer and the world’s 
smallest maitre d’,” 
Mastrangelo told the 
New York Times in 
1997.

Growing up, Mas-
trangelo attended pub-
lic schools and played 
trumpet in the bugle 
corps at St. Mary’s 
Church in Benson-
hurst, but he fi rst 
showed his proclivity 
for the spotlight at his 
sister’s Sweet 16 party 
— the fi rst memory 
DeStefano has of her 
brother busting a 
move, she said.

Coney Island’s ‘Little Jimmy’ dies at 67

STANDING TALL: Many folks knew James 
“Little Jimmy” Mastrangelo as “Little Uncle 
Sam” at the Fourth of July Hot Dog Eating 
Contest in Coney Island, but the entertainer 
also played parts in several movies, wrote a 
book,  and was an accomplished Latin danc-
er. George Shea

HUGE LOSS

Continued on page 8
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BY VANESSA OGLE
The body of an 20-year-old 
autistic man who vanished 
from his home in February 
was found in Marine Park 
on April 2.

Brian Gewirtz, who 
also suffered from anxi-
ety and Type-2 diabetes, 
was last seen at his home 
on Coleman Street near 
Quentin Road at 9:30 am 
on Feb. 17. 

The Gewirtz family 
had been searching for the 
20-year-old man for weeks, 
organizing large-scale 
searches, posting fl yers, and 
checking with hospitals and 
homeless shelters across the 
city. But on April 2 his body 
was found near the water-
front in Marine Park at Flat-
bush Avenue near Avenue U 
— less than two miles away 
from his home.

The family spent the 
past week sitting shiva, 
the Jewish mourning pe-
riod, Gewirtz’s aunt said. 
She said she still wakes up 
in the morning expecting 
to see her nephew, whom 
she recalled as a posi-
tive person who was al-
ways trying to learn new 
things and make his fam-
ily laugh. 

“He always wanted to 
know why things worked, 
why things were they way 
they were, why people do 
the things the way they 
did, why the world couldn’t 
be happy,” said his aunt, 
Laura Rivera. 

There had been several 
reported sightings of the 
20-year-old throughout the 
city, but Rivera said all of 
the tipsters were mistaken. 
She speculated that the 

avid outdoorsman took an 
early morning walk with-
out grabbing food or his 
medication.  

“I’m sure his blood sugar 
dropped because I’m sure 
he didn’t take anything to 
eat,” she said, adding that 
the family doesn’t know 
for sure what occurred.  
“I’m thinking maybe he got 
tired and tried to lie down 
— he always would have 
come back or call Mom, the 
only number he knew by 
heart.”

The Medical Examin-
er’s offi ce said the cause of 
death is undetermined. Ri-
vera said the family did not 
want an autopsy because it 
would go against Gewirtz’s 
father’s religious beliefs. 

Gewirtz was an animal 
lover and he began volun-
teering at the Sean Casey 

Animal Shelter in Wind-
sor Terrace about a year 
ago.  Even though his au-
tism made him sensitive to 
loud noises, Rivera said her 
nephew was never fright-
ened if the chaos came from 
a canine. 

“I told him ‘Why? I 
thought the loud noises 
bothered you,’ ” said Ri-
vera, who once went with 
him to the shelter and 
said the barking was so 
loud that it gave her a mi-
graine. “He said ‘Well it is 
because they’re barking 
for attention — they want 
somebody to love them so 
I stayed there and tried to 
love each and every one of 
them.’ ”

Rivera said Gewirtz al-
ways knew how to brighten 
her day — and everyone 

THE HEARTBREAKING END: Laura Rivera, Brian Gewirtz’s aunt, 
tries to hold back tears as she speaks about the 20-year-old’s 
death at an April 3 press conference. Photo by Steve Solomonson 

Missing Marine Park 
man found, mourned

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Continued on page 8
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She deliberately selected 
images that were taken 
unfl attering or awkward 
angles, which she said of-
fer a different perspective 
on the stars depicted.

“It is as far away from 
the brand of their face as 
you can get,” said Lopez de 
Roda. “It is literally show-
ing you the backside of 
fame.”

Famous patooties in 
the exhibition include 
those owned by Rihanna, 
Salma Hayek, and Kesha. 
Lopez de Roda uses only 
the stars’ fi rst names to 

identify the paintings, 
which means visitors to 
“A View of the End” will 
be presented with an ar-
ray of fannies titled “Jen-
nifer.” 

“I like watching people 
try to fi gure out which Jen-
nifer is which,” she said. 

Lopez de Roda included 
two male money-makers 
in the show — those of 
Matthew McConaughey 
and David Beckham, 
whose bodies she said 
the media and public fe-
tishize in the same way 
as female starlets.  

She also created a 
book of prints and in-
terviews with art histo-
rians to accompany the 

exhibit. In it, she asked 
the art buffs to name 
their favorite cheeks on 
canvas, which included 
Yoko Ono’s own celeb-
rity can celebration 
“Four” and the bronzed 
booty of Donatello’s 
“David.”

“You have got to have 
a sense of humor if you 
are going to respond to a 
question like that,” she 
said.

“A View of the End” 
at Shag [108 Roebling St. 
between N. Fifth and N. 
Sixth streets in Williams-
burg, shop.weloveshag.
com, (347) 721–3302]. Free. 
Show runs through June 
7.

kittens trapped by the gate, 
according to Zabara. Even 
though the group couldn’t 
raise the gate completely, 
one quick-thinking resident 
decided to reach through 
the gap beneath the gate 
and make a grab for the 
three kittens.

“I was like, ‘You know 
what? Let me try,’ ” said 
Vitaliy Zelenskiy, who 
saved one of the cuddly 
calicos.  

After the police showed 
up, Zabara said the group 
eventually rescued the rest 
of the kittens. 

The rescue is reminis-
cent of another animal op-
eration in the neighborhood 
last November. A kitten was 
trapped in the engine com-
partment of a sports util-
ity vehicle on Avenue Z and 
E. 17th Street and an ani-
mal lover tried coaxing a 
cat from the car for hours. 
 Eventually, police rescued 
the kitten .  

Zabara’s family owns an 
animal-grooming salon, so 
she plans on taking care of 
the kittens there until they 
are old enough for adop-
tion, which will be in a few 
weeks, she said. The family 

already has promised one 
of the kittens to someone 
but the other two are avail-
able. 

“We’re going to put them 
up for adoption after they 
can eat by themselves,” 
said Zabara.

Anyone interested in 
adopting the kittens can e-
mail  vladasgrooming@aol.
com  for more information.

Continued from page 1 
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SAFE AND SOUND: Daniella 
Zabara and her family are hous-
ing the three kittens until they 
are old enough to be adopted. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
He keeps popping ques-
tions, and she keeps saying 
“Yes!”

Councilman Steve 
Levin, who last week  fa-
mously listened to his 
girlfriend and saved a dy-
ing cat from the Brook-
lyn-Queens Expressway , 
got a much bigger “affi r-
mative” from his bride-
to-be this week — when 
he asked for her hand in 
marriage.

Levin told Brooklyn 
Weekly that while vaca-
tioning in Italy this week-
end, he asked his long-time 
girlfriend Ann Carroll to 
marry him and — just like 
she did when he asked her 
if he should help the cat, 
she said “Yes.”

“I am very excited to be 
engaged and my fi ancee 
and I are very happy,” said 
Levin, who added that the 
two have not yet set a date 
for a wedding.

The news of the engage-
ment comes on the heels of 
Levin being honored by 
the People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals for 

his hero’s work spotting 
a badly abused cat on the 
side of the highway, turn-
ing around, picking it up, 
and bringing it for treat-
ment.

Of course, he didn’t do 
the job before checking 

with his better half — he 
credited Carroll with en-
couraging him to do it by 
telling him it would weigh 
on his conscience if he did 
not.

The group sent Levin 
(D–Williamsburg) a 

framed certifi cate and a 
box of vegan chocolates, 
saying that his actions 
showed great bravery. 

“Councilmember Levin 
went to extraordinary ef-
forts to make sure that this 
cat escaped a life-threaten-
ing predicament and made 
it to a safe haven,” said Col-
leen O’Brien. “Peta hopes 
his kindness and tenacity 
will inspire others to stop 
and help animals in need.”

Levin was thankful 
for the accolades, but said 
what he did was no big 
deal. 

“I think anybody in my 
situation would have done 
the same thing,” Levin 
said.

The cat, who the 
Brooklyn Animal Re-
source Coalition named 
Loretta (which they claim 
means “Little Survivor”), 
still has not given birth, 
but she is now eating on 
her own, is showing other 
signs of improvement, and 
is becoming more com-
fortable around people, 
said the coalition’s Vinny 
Spinola.

CAT-MAN-DO: Councilman Steve Levin saved this cat, which was 
wandering on the Brooklyn–Queens Expressway. Now, he is being 
honored by Peta. Vinny Spinola

Councilman honored, to wed

ON THE LOOKOUT: Lieutenant Thompson from the 61st Precinct 
uses her cellphone to locate the kittens. Photo by Steve Solomonson

CELEBRITY TUSHIE: Scarlett 
Johansson. 
 Catalina Viejo Lopez de Roda
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 

acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-

ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 

surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 

travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 

without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 

what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 

space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 

discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 

material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-

surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-

cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 

discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 

syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 

solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 

Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 

11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM

Serving the New York Tri-State Area for over 30 years | CALL US TODAY 1-800-337-1620

info@windowfi xinc.com windowfi xinc.com 335-347 38th Street, BKLYN 11232

Passive Houses 
Windows & Doors

ARE THE MOST 
EFFICIENT IN THE 

WORLD

Have you Heard?

ALL INVITED TO OUR NEW WINDOW LEARNING CENTER AND SHOWROOM

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Us TodayBUY

PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend 
$50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.
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TRAGIC DISCOVERY: Brian Gewirtz, a 20-year-old autistic man 
who vanished from his home in Marine Park in February, was found 
dead on the shore of a golf course on Flatbush Avenue near Av-
enue U on April 2. Photo by Steve Solomonson

something new that they 
were adding,” said Co-
ney Islander Rocco Bres-
cia, who is waiting for the 
program to fi nd a contrac-
tor to elevate his attached 
house.

The city routinely 
changed forms to meet 
federal requirements but 
failed to communicate 
those changes to work-
ers or follow up to ensure 
they were implemented 
properly, the audit found. 
Some forms changed as 
many as eight times in 
the course of one year, 
but caseworkers didn’t 
always make sure old 
forms were updated with 
new information, stalling 
victims’ applications and 
forcing them to resubmit 
paperwork, the report 
stated.

“They keep adding 
forms, but they don’t 
tell us they add forms, 
and we just keep sit-
ting there,” Brescia 
told the Council in 
April 2014.

And the consultants 

the city paid to run the 
program hired under-
qualifi ed caseworkers, 
who sometimes had only 
a high-school diploma 
and no relevant work ex-
perience, the audit found.

“That’s really sad,” 
Harris said. “This is why 
we’re not getting any-
where.”

The Offi ce of Hous-
ing and Recovery main-
tains that its consul-
tants were allowed to 
hire individuals who 
lacked the required 
bachelor’s degree in so-
cial work if they had 
suffi cient work experi-
ence, but the so-called 
“work experience” of-
ten included retail and 
restaurant work, the au-
dit found.

Harris said not all 
the workers were duds, 
though.

“One person that I got 
to work with a few times 
was very knowledge-
able — I have to give her 
kudos,” Harris said, re-
ferring to a caseworker 
whom she interacted with 
between October 2014 and 
December 2014. “Before 
that it was sad.”

else’s. She said her nephew 
always sparkled — inside 
and out — and he especially 
liked showing off his inner 
shine with a glittery fedora 
that he loved.

“He said, ‘What is life 
without a little sparkle?’ 
He said, ‘Everything 
should have a little spar-

kle,’ ” said Rivera.
She said that whenever 

she was feeling hopeless, her 
big-hearted nephew would 
always cheer her up — and 
he lived his life trying to 
make others feel better.

“I’d say, ‘There is noth-
ing you can do.’ And he’d 
say, ‘Yes — I could, I could 
give you a hug,’ ” she said. 
“He always wanted to help 
all of us.”

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure designed 
to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities 
without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 

for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxifi cation. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients 
average loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches 
compared to the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3-9 INCHES IN TWO WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off  excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: Tuesday, April 14 at 1:15 pm and
Tuesday, April 28 at 6:15 pm

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona removes inches, more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The 
Doctors.  I have to say, I didn’t believe it at fi rst either.”        

—  Dr. Drew Ordon - Lead Physician on the Hit T.V. Show “The Doctors” 

GEWIRTZ
Continued from page 5

“He got on a dance 
fl oor, and he started shak-
ing away, just shaking on 
that dance fl oor and ev-
eryone went crazy,” she 
said. “They formed this 
tremendous circle around 
him — maybe that in-
spired him.”

The Salsa and Mambo 
moves came in his late 
teens, DeStefano said. A 
1965 trip to Manhattan’s 
Club Corso sparked his 
interest in the fi ery dance 
forms — perhaps because 
of their ability to unite 
people,  according to a 1997 
New York Times article . 

“I was like, ‘What’s 
Italians doing with Span-
ish?’” Mastragnelo told the 
Times.

When he wasn’t boogie-
ing on the Boardwalk and 
Salsa dancing in the city, 
Mastrangelo picked up odd 
jobs amusing folks in Bay 
Ridge, another friend said.

“He always wanted 
to entertain,” said Leo 
Lyaourezos, who owns 
Leo’s Casa Calamari. “At 
birthday parties he always 

wanted to carry the cake. 
He was great with kids.”

Mastangelo died just 
two days shy of his 68th 
birthday, his sister said.

“I have all his birthday 
balloons and a cake I made 
him,” she said. 

JIMMY
Continued from page 4

ALL NATURAL: James “Little 
Jimmy” Mastrangelo hands out 
vitamin drinks from Nature’s 
Grill at the Third Avenue Festi-
val in 2013. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson

AUDIT
Continued from page 3
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

Package Deal $995 Most Cars
New Car Look””

Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

Years ago, David Biro 
used to go to work with his 
dad, hanging around the of-
fice in Bay Ridge as the elder 
Biro, a dermatologist, diag-
nosed and treated skin ail-
ments. 

Today, David Biro, now 
a doctor, continues the prac-
tice that his dad Dr. Laszlo 
Biro started 50 years ago. 

“I always thought it would 
be great if I could do what he 
did,” David Biro said in the 
Fourth Avenue office that 
he’s occupied for the past 21 
years. “I always had that as 
a goal. I would never want to 
leave Bay Ridge.”

During its half-century 
in existence, Bay Ridge Skin 
and Cancer Dermatology 
has built a dedicated patient 
base from the neighborhood 
and beyond by offering com-
prehensive skincare ser-
vices for a whole spectrum 
of patients, from infants to 
seniors. 

“We treat all age groups, 

and we treat all kinds of der-
matologic conditions. We 
have a real melting pot of pa-
tients,” Dr. Biro said. 

The practice has evolved 
over the years, now offering 
a wide range of cosmetic ser-
vices, along with sophisti-
cated treatment for the most 
serious of skin ailments. 

Patients come in for help 
with psoriasis, acne, eczema, 
hair loss, red spots and birth 
marks, and diagnosis and 
treatment of skin cancer. 
Unsightly leg veins are no 
problem. He also specializes 
in tattoo removal.

The office uses lasers, X-
ray therapy, and specialized 
equipment like a narrow 
band UVB box to provide re-
lief and removal of a long list 
of skin health and appear-
ance issues. 

The past decade has 
seen a spike in demand for 
cosmetic procedures, and 
as more and more people 
are undergoing injections 
to hide crow’s feet, treat-

ment options have evolved. 
Dr. Biro is quick to pass the 
improvements on to his pa-
tients. 

“Now we have all these 
fillers that last much longer 
and have almost no risk of 
allergic reactions,” he said. 
“These are relatively easy 
procedures now.”

Traditionally, it’s been 

women from about 30 to 70 
years old who come to the of-
fice seeking a more youthful 
appearance, but men have 
started to undergo proce-
dures like Botox injections 
as well, the doctor says. 

New technology has also 
allowed for dramatic im-
provements in the quality 
of care that the office can 

provide in the diagnosis and 
treatment of skin cancer. 

“There’s been a huge 
change in the last 15 years 
in the field of dermatology,” 
Dr. Biro said, adding that he 
regularly performs special-
ized skin cancer removal, 
known as Mohs surgery. 

All procedures are done 
in the office. 

Bay Ridge Skin & Cancer 
Dermatology [9921 Fourth 
Ave. between 99th and 100th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–7616, www.bayridged-
erm.com] Open Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
from 9 am to 8 pm, Tuesday 
and Friday from 9 am to 5 
pm, and Saturday from 9 am 
to 1 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Bay Ridge dermatologist treats variety of skin care issues
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owned land. That was pri-
vately owned land in the 
1800s — there were seg-
regated bathrooms, Jews 
could not stay at hotels. I 
basically said… ‘Is this the 
type of history that your of-
fi ce claims to be the most 
cherished?’ Because I cer-
tainly don’t,” said Trey-
ger, adding that other Sce-
nic Landmarks have been 
altered. “Ocean Parkway 
at one point was a collec-
tion of dirt and rocks and 
mud.”

Treyger has not yet not 
resubmitted the application 
with updated historical in-
formation, but he said the 
chairwoman of the com-
mission verbally agreed to 
reevaluate a new proposal. 
The commission said that 
is standard procedure for 
any application.

“As with any building 
or site, if signifi cant new 
information is introduced 
that was not available at 
the time of the agency’s 
initial determination, the 
agency will review it,” said 
the commission. 

Elected offi cials and 
community members have 
been fi ghting the recon-
struction of the Boardwalk, 

 which began in November  
and is expected to be com-
pleted in the summer of 
2016.   The Parks Depart-
ment said the new path-
way will be constructed 
of plastic slats that mimic 
the look of wood, with a 
10-foot-wide concrete lane 
for emergency vehicles.

 In January, elected offi -
cials rallied with residents 
to save the Boardwalk  
and Public Advocate Tish 
James called on the mayor 
to preserve the boards of 
the seaside icon.

“Mayor DeBlasio, you’ve 
got to change the plan,” 
James said at the time.

But a spokeswoman for 
the mayor’s offi ce said he 

fully supports the Parks 
Department’s plan for the 
Boardwalk.

“The Parks Department 
is part of the mayor’s ad-
ministration. Of course he 
supports his own admin-
istration’s plan to ensure 
a more resilient and sus-
tainable Boardwalk that 
still mirrors the look and 
feel of a traditional Board-
walk,” said Amy Spital-
nick, a spokeswoman for 
the mayor.   

The Parks Department 
is adamant that the plas-
tic slats will have the same 
“look and feel” as the origi-
nal Boardwalk, but a com-
munity activist said that is 
just not possible.

Continued from page 1 

BOARDWALK

CONSTRUCTION CHAOS: Councilman Mark Treyger is resubmit-
ting an application to the Landmarks Preservation Commission to 
designate the Boardwalk into a Scenic Landmark and save it from 
being turned into a plastic path.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

to make you feel like you’ve 
transcended time.”

The “Nieuw Amster-
dam” dinner will com-
bine elements of colonial 
Dutch cuisine with dishes 
inspired by the fare of the 
region’s native Lenape peo-
ple, Gerson said. Lenape 
cuisine in the 1650s leaned 
heavily on the seafood that 
was bountiful at the time, 
so Gerson will begin the 
meal by cooking up clams 
smothered in butter that 
he has infused with sumac, 
which the salt-deprived 
Lenape used as a spice. 

On the Dutch side of mid-
17th century dining, attend-
ees will feast on salt-pork 
porridge, a New Amsterdam 
staple that Gerson will spruce 
up for modern palates.

“Porridge was a main 
form of sustenance for the set-
tlers, but I’m going to make a 
nicer version,” he said.

For dessert, Gerson 

will fry up some olykoeks, 
a doughnut-like fl atbread 
that he said was another 
Dutch favorite of the era.

And it wouldn’t be a 
Brooklyn Brewery event 
without beer. Gerson has 
paired each course with 
a house brew, designed to 
imitate the suds colonists 

were guzzling down at the 
time thanks to a shortage 
of potable water. Alongside 
the main course of venison, 
he will pour the brewery’s 
 K is for Kriek , a cherry-in-
fused Belgian wheat beer 
that he said is reminiscent 
of the sweet, barrel-brewed 
brewskis made in New Am-
sterdam.

The event is the fi rst 
in a series of time-travel-
ing dinners the brewery is 
cooking up this year, each 
inspired by distinct peri-
ods in the city’s past. In 
future meals, Gerson will 
celebrate the menus of the 
city’s fi rst restaurants in 
the 1820s, the Prohibition-
era, and the 1980s, when 
Brooklyn Brewery got its 
start.

Nieuw Amsterdam din-
ner at Humboldt and Jack-
son [434 Humboldt St. at 
Jackson Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 349–3355, www.
brooklynbrewery.c om/
events]. April 16 at 6:30 pm. 
$65,  including tax, gratu-
ity, and all beverages. 

DUTCH
Continued from page 1

A DOLLOP OF HISTORY: Brook-
lyn Brewery chef Andrew Ger-
son has designed a meal based 
on the diet of Dutch colonial 
settlers. Brooklyn Brewery
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