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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Let our plaster go!

The Police Department 
must release the bust of  ref-
ugee whistle-blower Edward 
Snowden  that it removed 
from Fort Green Park and 
locked down in the bowels 
of the 88th Precinct station 
house, a lawyer for the anon-
ymous artists that created 
the piece demanded on Tues-
day.

Cops and Parks workers 
seized the 100-pound bust on 
April 6, just hours after art-
ists  snuck into the park un-
der the cover of darkness 
and, against the rules of the 
Parks Department, affi xed it 
to column that makes up part 
of the Prison Ship Martyrs 
Monument .

Kuby is now petitioning 
the police to let the statue out 
on bail, and the artists hope 
to  go through the proper 
channels to get the bust in-
stalled in a park . The art-

ists put months of work into 
the statue with the intention 
of sparking a conversation 
about Snowden’s leaks and is-
sues of privacy and freedom, 
not to let the bust molder in a 
basement, they said.

“It is somewhat ironic 
that as Edward Snowden is 
in exile in Russia, his statue 
is being held hostage in the 
basement of a police precinct 
in New York City,” said Ron 
Kuby at a press conference 

in Fort Greene Park on Tues-
day morning. “You don’t get 
to keep it just because you 
want to and because you’re 
the NYPD.”

The artists have remained 

COURIER LIFE
Google “America’s Worst 
Mom” and you’ll quickly learn 
that Lenore Skenazy (pictured) 
once let her 9-year-old son ride 
the subway alone.

The columnist and real-
ity show host got that title af-
ter writing about her boy’s 
remarkable experience safely 
getting from point A to point B 
without an adult by his side. 

But not everyone thought 
this was a good idea, and in re-
sponse to the media blowback, 
she founded the bookblog 
and movement, “Free-Range 
Kids.” Her feisty belief that 
our kids are safer and smarter 
than our culture gives them 
credit for has landed her on 
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A performer at the Universoul Circus, this year at Aviator Sports at Floyd Bennett Field, heats things 
up with a fi re-defying limbo dance. Shows runs through April 26. Call (800) 316–7439 for tickets.
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The Coignet building is fi nally 
showing its true colors.

The original gray facade 
of the historic Gowanus edi-
fi ce is visible for the fi rst time 
in decades, now that workers 
have stripped away a red brick 
veneer that had shrouded the 
landmarked building since 
the 1960s. 

Construction crews are 
still in the process of restor-
ing the structure at Third 
Avenue and Third Street 
back to its former glory, but 
recently removed some of 
the scaffolding from the sec-
ond fl oor,  Brownstoner fi rst 
reported , revealing a sneak 
peak of the original concrete 
walls, which are more than 
140 years old.

Whole Foods Market has 
been rehabilitating the crum-
bling structure as part of its 
deal with the city to build its 
fancy food market next door. 
The Gowanus Whole Foods 
opened its own doors in De-
cember 2013, but the company 
did not start work on the Coi-
gnet building  until March 
2014  — after the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 

 threatened the upscale gro-
cery giant  with a $3,000 fi ne, 
and  neighbors claimed  the su-
permarket’s construction cre-
ated a big crack in the historic 
structure’s walls. 

The former New York and 
Long Island Coignet Stone 

Company headquarters may 
have been the fi rst concrete 
building in the city when it 
was built in 1873. Park Slope 
real estate tycoon Edwin 
Clark Litchfi eld moved his 
offi ce there in 1882, and his 
Brooklyn Improvement Com-

pany remained there until 
1957,  according to  the Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion. The Coignet building 
was abandoned in the ’60s, 
and has remained empty ever 
since. The city designated it a 
landmark in 2006.

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Crack is wack!

Police arrested an upstate 
man in Brooklyn Heights on 
drugs and weapons charges 
after transit offi cers stopped 
the alleged crook for hopping a 
turnstile last Thursday, accord-
ing to a report.

Offi cers arrested the 32-year-
old Schenectady man for drug 
possession and unlawful posses-
sion of a fi rearm after they dis-
covered several bags of crack-
cocaine and marijuana along 
with a loaded six-shooter in his 

backpack, a report said.
The offi cers stopped man after 

they say he jumped a turnstile at 
the High Street station shortly 
before 8:30 pm.

As the cops searched him 
they found several small bags of 
crack-cocaine and marijuana in 
his front pocket, and a search of 
his backpack turned up a Smith 
and Wesson .38-caliber revolver 
loaded with six rounds, accord-
ing to a report. A second search 
at the 84th Precinct station house 
turned up a larger bag of crack in 
his pants, police said.
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By Trupti Rami

This is a different kind of pillow talk.
An artisan pillow maker will show crowds how her 

company creates quirky cushions by hand during an open 
studios event at Sunset Park’s Industry City on April 18. The decor 
designer said she is excited to show visitors that not all homewares 
are made in far-flung sweatshops. In fact, she said, factories can 
be fun.

“Often when people outside of manufacturing think of a 
factory, they have a really negative vision based on horror 

stories from overseas,” said Boerum Hill entrepreneur 
Alexandra Ferguson, who runs her eponymous pillow 

company out of the manufacturing center. “My goal 
is to change that perception by showing people 
what an American factory can look like — a bright 
and airy space that is painted in pop colors where 
you can design and make a product that excites 
customers.”

Ferguson’s company manufactures pillows, 
makeup cases, and tote bags out of recycled felt 
that feature bold typography and catch phrases 
such as “Call Your Mother,” “Happily Ever 
After,” and “I Love This Place.” At the open 
studios event, looky-loos can see the workshop 
where Ferguson and her employees cut and 
stitch every letter, before sending the goods 

off to customers and stores around the world. 
Ferguson will also be selling her cushions at dis-
counted rates on the day.

Ferguson is one of more than 100 artists and 
makers in the giant campus — which spans eight 
city blocks — who will open their doors to the 
public for the event. Many Brooklyn artist hubs 
host similar open-house events where curious 
locals can gawk at painters and photographers in 
their natural habitat, but the Industry City affair is 
unique because visitors will also get to see inside 
the workspaces of chocolatiers, distillers, wood-
workers, fashion designers, and furniture makers, 
said an organizer.

“The extraordinary blend of artists, makers and 
manufacturers — this is not found elsewhere in the 
city,” said photographer Aleya Lehmann Bench, 

who helped put the event together. “Going behind 
the scenes to see an artist’s workspace is a unique 

opportunity.”
Many of the fashion and homewares companies in the 

building, such as children’s clothier Little Hip Squeaks and 
Brooklyn Candle Studio, will be selling their wares on the 

day, while comestible creators including Li-Lac Chocolates, 
Liddabit Sweets, and Industry City Distillery will offer tours 

and tastings.
The event is a chance for Industry City’s tenants to show off 

not only their own creations, but also the creative community that 
has flourished within the waterfront warehouse park and the sur-
rounding neighborhood in recent years, said Bench. 

“Many artists live in the area, or nearby, and there is a real 
sense of community at the moment,” she said.

Industry City Open Studios at Industry City [274 36th St. 
between Second and Third avenues in Sunset Park, (718) 965–6450, 
www.industrycity.com]. April 18 from 11 am–6 pm. Free.

Inside a pillow factory

Material girl: Boerum Hill pillow mogul Alexandra Ferguson shows off a cushion at her Sunset Park factory.
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Soft 
serve!

Gowanus’ landmark Coignet building’s original facade revealed
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REVEALED: Workers have begun to remove the scaffolding from the historic Coignet Building in Gowanus, 
which Whole Foods agreed to rehab as part of its move-in deal. Community News Group / Noah Hurowitz

OFF THE STREETS: Cops say they recovered this .38-caliber 
revolver and drugs from an alleged fare-jumper. NYPD

IT’S BACK IN GRAY

Wack! Cops: Turnstile jumper had crack 
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Strike up the band! 

A violinist with a history 
in arts management will take 
over as the new president of 
the Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic. 

Katy Clark, who is cur-
rently the president of Man-
hattan chamber group the Or-
chestra of St. Luke’s, said she 
is honored to be joining the 
Fort Greene arts institution 
and to inherit the role from 
outgoing president Karen 
Brooks Hopkins.  

“BAM has always been 
fearless in the creation and 
presentation of art, for the 
borough of Brooklyn, the 
city of New York, and audi-
ences around the world,” said 
Clark. “I couldn’t be more ex-
cited to join this organization 
as its new president, and it is 
a privilege to succeed a great 
and beloved leader.”

Clark has many strings to 
her bow. She is a classically 
trained violinist who has pre-
viously played with the Brit-
ish Broadcasting Corpora-
tion’s Symphony Orchestra in 
London and led the Philadel-
phia chapter of the American 
Composers Forum. She fi rst 
joined the Orchestra of St. 

Luke’s as director of develop-
ment in 2005, before stepping 
up to president in 2010. 

The Brooklyn Academy 
of Music chose Clark for the 
gig because she has demon-
strated that she has the drive 
and knowledge to run a multi-
faceted arts organization, a 
spokesman said. 

“The president’s role at 
BAM is an exhilarating, de-
manding, wide-ranging job, 
and Katy Clark has the leader-

ship skills and passion to lead 
this dynamic institution,” 
said chairman Alan H. Fish-
man. “She joins us during a 
period of exciting growth for 
BAM and Brooklyn and we 
are thrilled to have her on 
board.”

Clark will assume her new 
role when Hopkins, who has 
served as the head of Brooklyn 
Academy of Music for more 
than 30 years, steps down at 
the end of June. 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
What do we want? Hillary! 
When do we want her? Now!

At least 25 protesters 
gathered outside the soon-
to-be presidential campaign 
headquarters of Hillary Clin-
ton’s at 1 Pierrepont Plaza in 
Brooklyn Heights to protest 
a controversial pipeline be-
tween Canada and Texas.

The protesters, chanting 
“When I say ‘Keystone!,’ You 
say ‘No!’ ” demanded Clin-
ton denounce the so-called 
Keystone-XL pipeline, the 
construction of which has al-
ready been vetoed by Presi-
dent Obama. 

The move by Keystone 
protesters into Brooklyn 
came quickly — just a day 
after Clinton announced her 
plan to run for president, and 
less than a week before word 
leaked that she had signed a 
lease to come to Brooklyn. 

And the protesters ar-
rived shortly after dozens of 
anti-Hillary posters were put 
up blocks from Clinton’s new 
campaign offi ce

The Daily News  reported  
the posters featured black, 
white, and gray illustrations 
of Clinton’s face along with 
a slew of slogans including 
“Don’t say entitled,” “Don’t 
say secretive” and “Don’t say 
polarizing.”

No one knows who put up 
the posters.

Some of the passersby we 
spoke to said they weren’t 
concerned about what the at-
tention such a high-profi le 
offi ce will bring to the neigh-
borhood that is quickly be-
coming the liberal center of 
the universe.

“It’s fi ne with me if we 
keep all the liberals [here],” 

said attorney Steven Rosen-
berg, who frequently works 
at the nearby courthouse and 
paused while walking by to 
heckle the protesters. “It’s 
like a nuclear containment 
fi eld.”

But others said the in-
creased focus on Brooklyn 
Heights would improve the 
general welfare.

“All that security might 
make the neighborhood 
safer,” said Daniela Gioseffi , 
who also happened to be one 
of the activists.

Violinist Clark to succeed Brooks Hopkins

HILL-0 BROOKLYN!: (Above) Hil-
lary Clinton’s campaign offi ce 
has come to Brooklyn Heights, 
bringing with it protesters, such 
as Miles Bronson (below). 

FIRST OF MANY?: Environmental protesters rally outside Hillary 
Clinton’s brand new campaign offi ce in Brooklyn Heights, the fi rst 
demonstration in what promises to be a busy election season for the 
neighborhood.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

HEAD OF THE CLASS: (Left) Katy Clark, a violinist who has also head-
ed up the Orchestra of St. Luke’s, will take over as the president of the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music at the end of June, replacing Karen Brooks 
Hopkins (right). Brooklyn Academy of Music

BAM! A new head

The Hillary effect
Protesters follow Clinton to Heights

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A production company is plan-
ning a new summer concert 
series on the Williamsburg 
waterfront. 

Northside Media, which 
 hosts the popular Northside 
Festival , plans to produce 17 
shows at 50 Kent Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets as 
part of its new “Brooklyn Live 
at the Inlet” series. Northside 
co-founder Daniel Stedman 
said it is time for another con-
cert series in the summer con-
cert-rich neighborhood.

“Williamsburg has an in-
credibly rich history of art 
and music, and we’re really 
excited to bring a large scale 
music series back to the neigh-
borhood,” says Stedman.

The artists confi rmed for 
the series include Neko Case, 
Built to Spill, and Sleigh Bells. 

Williamsburg is no stranger 
to concert series. Now defunct 
JellyNYC brought bands such 
as TV on the Radio, Of Mon-
treal, and Bloc Party to the 

 McCarren Park Pool  in the 
mid-aughts until the city  de-
cided to put water in it again . 
The company then moved to 
the East River State Park un-
til funding fi zzled. 

Northside hosted a few spo-
radic concerts at 50 Kent Ave. 
last year as part of the North-
side Festival, but this year, the 
company wanted more regu-
lar programming throughout 
the summer. 

“Last year, we had some 
great programming, but we 

wanted to make sure it was 
as cohesive as it could be this 
year,” said Northside spokes-
woman Jennifer Mills. 

The concerts will be on 
the same site that the Brook-
lyn Flea takes over every Sun-
day. The two companies plan 
to partner on a few concerts, 
said Mills. She declined to re-
veal the artists for those con-
certs.

Neko Case will open the 
series on June 12, timed with 
this year’s Northside Festival. 

17 shows planned for 50 Kent

CASE CLOSED: Neko Case will open this summer’s “Live at the Inlet” 
concert series Associated Press / Scott Roth

This summer, Williamsburg rocks



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 17–23, 20154    DT

BY MAX JAEGER
Talk about ascendant.

A Sunset Parker whose debut novel 
“Preparation for the Next Life” gar-
nered critical praise after its 2014 re-
lease, won the prestigious Poets, Edi-
tors, and Novelists-Faulkner Award in 
fi ction on April 7. 

The man of letters was at a loss for 
words when he found out he won.

“I don’t know if I thought in words,” 
said Atticus Lish. “It blew my mind. I 
was overwhelmed.”

The award, given since 1981, goes 
to one exceptional living American au-
thor each year, according to the foun-
dation that bestows it.

Lish comes from literary stock — 
his father is writer and editor Gordon 
Lish. But the younger wordsmith es-
chewed his family connections when 
it came to publishing “Preparations 
for the Next Life,” and will continue to 
do so as he makes preparations for his 
next novel, opting to enjoy personal 
time with his aging father rather than 
talking shop, he said.

“We’ll spend time having lunch to-
gether,” he said.

Lish, who was born in Manhattan 
and moved to Brooklyn in 2006, is not 
the fi rst Brooklynite to win the honor.

Native son and Brooklyn College 
alumnus Rafi  Zabor took the prize in 
1998, and 1999 awardee Michael Cun-
ningham did a stint teaching in the 
college’s creative writing program.

Lish didn’t grow up in the borough, 
but his Sunset Park neighborhood, 
which has large Hispanic and Chinese 
immigrant populations, helped him 
craft a novel that  New York Times re-
viewer Dwight Garner lauded as an 
“intricate comprehension of, and deep 
feeling for, life at the margins.”  

“Living here and writing about the 

subject I was writing about — it was a 
great advantage,” Lish said. “I couldn’t 
help getting material all the time.”

Motorcycle gangs, Eighth Avenue’s 
“Brooklyn Chinatown,” and local 
businesses informed the novel, which 
is largely set in Flushing, Queens. One 
protagonist is an Iraq veteran with a 
workout obsession, and Lish’s neigh-
borhood gym lent its character to his 
pen.

“The scenery — the ceiling, the 
people in it, the machinery — all of 
that is from Richie’s [Gym],” he said. 
“I saw [someone] doing a certain ex-
ercise, and afterwards, he jumped up 
and pointed across the room the way 
an athlete does — that’s in there.”

Lish ran into the muscle-bound 
muse the day after he found out he won 
the award, but he didn’t tell the fellow 
gym rat he inspired a passage in an 
award-winning novel, instead keep-
ing his personal and professional lives 
separate, Lish said.

“He doesn’t know about my other 
life,” Lish said.

S’Park author wins 
literary award

LITERARY MUSCLE: Author Atticus Lish 
drew inspiration from Richie’s Gym in Sunset 
Park for his Poets, Editors, and Novelists-
Faulkner Award-winning debut novel “Prepa-
ration for the Next Life.” 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

One for 
the books
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Protesters calling for police 
reform clashed with offi cers as 
they marched down Flatbush 
Avenue to Grand Army Plaza 
on Tuesday, leading to mul-
tiple arrests and injuries on 
both sides.

Authorities arrested 42 peo-
ple citywide, according to po-
lice, although it was not clear 
how many of those arrests oc-
curred in Brooklyn. The dem-
onstrators snarled traffi c and 
a spokeswoman claimed pro-
testers assaulted two cops in 
the melee, but police were nev-
ertheless disproportionately 
forceful in their response to 
what was an otherwise peace-
ful rally, said one activist.

“It was obviously a dis-
play of violence against a 
peaceful protest,” said Kee-
gan Stephan, a bicycle rights 
activist who documented the 
protest on social media. “Even 
if the allegations of an offi cer 
being assaulted are true, tak-
ing it out on an entire mass of 
people is an uncalled for and 
violent escalation.”

The march into Brooklyn 
was a splinter from a larger 
demonstration organized to 
revive the  police reform pro-
tests of last fall , which roiled 
the city for weeks following 
the decision by grand juries in 
Missouri and Staten Island to 
not indict police offi cers in the 
deaths of Michael Brown and 
Eric Garner. Tuesday’s pro-
test came on the heels of the 
deaths of several more black 
men at the hands of police, in-
cluding Walter Scott, who was 
shot in the back as he fl ed a 

traffi c stop in South Carolina 
earlier this month.

At least one protester was 
transported to New York 
Methodist Hospital in Park 
Slope after injuring her ribs 
in a scrum with police at the 
corner of Flatbush Avenue 
and Sterling Place, Stephan 
said. Video taken at the scene 
and  shared on Twitter  shows 
an offi cer shoving the woman, 
causing her to fall and strike 
her ribs against a metal rail-
ing, resulting in bruising 
and possible fractured ribs, 
according to Stephan, who 
said he was with his friend at 
Methodist Hospital until her 
discharge at 1 am. He said he 
believes the offi cer was trying 
to injure, not apprehend, the 
woman.

“They didn’t try to arrest 
her, they were just pushing 
and grabbing and brutaliz-
ing,” he said.

Protesters assaulted two 
cops during the rally, and the 
offi cers were treated at local 
hospitals for knee, head, and 
back injuries, according to a 

police spokeswoman. Mayor 
DeBlasio, who police union 
leaders criticized last year for 
appearing to be soft on pro-
testers, condemned violence 
against police.

“Any other person who 
might use the right to peace-
ful protest as cover to initi-
ate violence, cause mayhem 
or incite disorder — whether 
against the police, the people, 
or property of our great city 
— should consider themselves 
on notice that New York City 
will not stand for it,” he said. 
“Anyone who decides foolishly 
to engage in such destructive 
acts can expect a swift arrest 

and aggressive prosecution. 
As I have said before, such ac-
tivity is beneath the dignity of 
New York City.”

At least one member of the 
press was arrested in Brook-
lyn, a cameraman with a 
NYPD-issued press pass that 
was visible. 

 Video  taken shortly be-
fore the photographer’s ar-
rest shows the man well out of 
the center of the road, jogging 
away from police while fi lm-
ing the scene.  Photographs on 
social media  show police de-
taining another credentialed 
journalist on the Brooklyn 
Bridge.

RALLYING CRIES
Multiple injuries, arrests as protesters and cops clash 

KETTLED: Police detain protesters as they cross the Brooklyn Bridge 
into the borough on Tuesday afternoon. Keegan Stephan

BUSTED: Cops arrested this pho-
tographer despite his clearly 
visible, NYPD-issued press pass 
identifying him as a member of the 
press. Keegan Stephan



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 17–23, 20156    DT

BY MAX JAEGER
The city is planning to cede 
the publicly-owned South 
Brooklyn Marine Terminal to 
an outside group to stimulate 
business development at the 
mostly unused 88-acre Sunset 
Park shipping hub. 

Under a new deal — which 
must be approved by the 
Council — the city’s quasi-
governmental Economic De-
velopment Corporation would 
control the land under a 39-
year lease, fi nd a tenant to 
rent the waterfront transport 
hub, and create a task force to 
provide locals with training 
and access to jobs at the facil-
ity. Critics say the plan is a 
land grab, but the corporation 
says the site is safer in their 
hands. 

“[Thirty-nine] years of loss 
of oversight by the City Coun-
cil is unacceptable,” said Tony 

Giordano, who heads the pres-
ervationist group Sunset Park 
Restoration.

But the Economic Develop-
ment Corporation says the ar-
rangement will allow it to pro-
tect the property.

The terminal’s previous 
tenant — automotive logis-
tics fi rm Axis Group, Inc. — 
signed a 15-year lease with the 
city in 2007, but went bank-
rupt in 2012 — before it began 
operations at the site, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman for the 
Economic Development Cor-
poration. During bankruptcy 
proceedings, the land almost 
went to Axis’ creditors, but 
the city intervened and re-
tained the site, the spokes-
woman said. Sub-leasing the 
land through the Economic 
Development Corporation will 
prevent future loss if another 
tenant goes belly-up, she said.

And the city is pledging 
more community input than 
previous iterations of the 
plan.

The city and the corpora-
tion nearly struck a deal in 
December, but Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca (D–Sunset 
Park) walked away from the 
negotiating table, citing a lack 
of community involvement 

—  a move that may have cost 
him his leadership position 
in the Council . The freshman 
councilman returned to talks 
earlier this year, saying that 
community groups had fi nally 
been invited to the table.

Menchaca’s offi ce did not 
respond to multiple requests 
for comment.

If the plan goes through, 

the corporation and an as-yet 
unnamed community group 
will create a community task 
force to provide job training 
and help residents land work 
at the Terminal.

A similar agreement ex-
isted in 2007 between Axis 
and the Fifth Avenue Com-
mittee, a social justice group, 

Waterfront plan moves forward

EMPTY, BUT NOT FOR LONG: The city is close to cutting a deal wherein the Economic Development Corpora-
tion would control and lease out the 88-acre, mostly fallow South Brooklyn Marine Terminal for 39 years — but 
critics say the plan lacks oversight. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Terminal 
velocity
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A Brooklyn judge threw the book at a 
man  convicted of crashing into a Wil-
liamsburg couple and killing them and 
their unborn baby , giving him at least 
10 extra years to think about what he 
did. 

Julio Acevedo must serve at least 25 
years to life in prison for his crimes, 
Brooklyn Supreme Court Justice Neil 
Firetog decided. He only faced 15 years 
in prison on the top count of man-
slaughter, but Firetog deemed him a 
persistent felon and sentenced him to 
the extra time, and local pols said the 
judge made the right call.

“Today’s sentence shows our deter-
mination to get justice for Nathan and 
Raizy Glauber, and their son, Tanchem, 
whom the defendant killed by driving 
recklessly and then just walked away,” 
said District Attorney Ken Thompson. 
“Hopefully, it will help in some way to 
bring solace to their families.”

The young couple was in a cab on 

their way to the hospital to get Raizy 
Glauber, who was several months preg-
nant and in pain, checked out. 

Acevedo was speeding at about 
70 miles an hour down Kent Avenue 
early on the morning of March 3, 2013 
when he crashed into the cab at Wil-
son Avenue, prosecutors said. The 
newlyweds died, and the cabbie suf-
fered minor injuries. Medical per-
sonnel delivered the baby and he sur-
vived for a day before succumbing, 
according to reports.

Acevedo hopped out of his car mo-
mentarily to view the carnage, then 
fl ed, the District Attorney’s Offi ce 
said. Police arrested him in Pennsyl-
vania four days later.

Acevedo’s lengthy criminal history 
includes a manslaughter rap for the 
1987 killing of stickup artist Kelvin 
“50 Cent” Martin, whose nickname 
the famed rapper took for his own. 

Acevedo’s attorney Scott Brettsch-
neider said he will request an appeal.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Call it a token gesture. 

A trio of Williamsburg businesses 
will knock the price of a subway ride 
from Brooklyn to Manhattan off every 
sale at their stores during  fi ve week-
ends when the L train will not run  be-
tween the two boroughs due to main-
tenance work. The $2.75 discount isn’t 
a huge saving, but the cheeky mark-
down will hopefully lift the spirits of 
locals and visitors who will be put out 
by the closure, said one price-slash-
ing business owner. 

“We are doing it to create a sense 
of community and keep people up-
beat while this is going on,” said 
Renee Didio, owner of SlapBack, a 
vintage boutique on Metropolitan 
Avenue. “People are basically going 
to be stranded.”

The two other businesses offering 
the MetroCard swipe special are Milly 
& Earl, which is a jewelry store on Gra-
ham Avenue, and Antoinette Vintage 
on Grand Street. 

The L train will run only between 
the Lorimer Street station in Wil-
liamsburg and the Canarsie-Rock-
away Parkway stop from Friday night 
to Monday morning for weekends be-
tween April 18 and May 18. 

The L-adjacent business owners say 
the service suspension won’t just cost 
them in high-concept giveaways — it 
will stop tourists visiting and splash-
ing cash in the neighborhood right 
when weather is improving.

“We had a very rough winter, and 
at the start of spring season when ev-
eryone is excited to go shopping, this 
is happening,” said Didio. 

 Neighboring shopkeepers have 
called on the Metropolitan Transit Au-
thority  to push the works back later 
in the year, when they say business 
is slower. But the agency, which has 
in the past changed its repair sched-
ule to accommodate special events in 
Brooklyn, claims it can’t reschedule 
this time. 

Businesses offer $2.75 off every item in stores  

EASY MONEY: SlapBack boutique owner 
Renee Didio said she is offering $2.75 — the 
cost of one subway fare — off of every item 
in her store while the L train is not running 
for fi ve weekends in a row.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

FARE DEAL

Hit-and-run killer of newlyweds, 
unborn baby, gets 25 years
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84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–BOERUM 

HILL–DOWNTOWN

Assault rim
A maniac in an Adams Street bar 

threw a glass in man’s face on April 
7 — leaving the victim with gashes 
on his mug, police said.

The victim was at the watering 
hole between Fulton and Tillary 
streets when the brute tossed a mar-
garita glass at him shortly after 
midnight. Paramedics transported 
the man to Brooklyn Hospital. 

Not a prayer
A sacrilegious sneak swiped a 

bag from a State Street mosque as 
its owner prayed inside on April 7, 
according to a report.

The victim left his satchel on 
a shelf as he went to pray in the 
place of worship between Clinton 
and Henry streets at 1:30 pm, but 
when he returned, a disrespectful 
thief had disappeared with the bag, 
which was valued at $30 and con-
tained a $10 wallet, $18 in cash, and 
a pair of unlimited monthly Metro-
Cards worth $116 each, police said.

Van-dals
Van thieves had themselves a 

time over the span of several weeks 
in early April, making off with 
three vehicles across the 84th Pre-
cinct, according to reports:

• A magician made a 1997 Dodge 
Caravan parked on Saint Marks 
Place disappear sometime between 
March 31 and April 2.

The victim left the van between 
Third and Fourth avenues on March 
31, and when he returned on April 2, 
it had vanished, police said.

• A saboteur swiped a 2000 Dodge 
Caravan from Willow Street some-
time between April 5 and 7.

The driver parked his ride be-
tween Hicks and Middagh streets, 
but when he returned on April 7 the 
van was missing, according to a re-
port.

• A thief absconded with a 2014 
Ford Econoline van left on Pacifi c 
Street on April 6, according to a re-
port. 

The owner parked the ride near 
Nevins Street on April 6, and upon 
his return on April 10 he found the 
van nowhere in sight, cops said.

Not theft proof
A pair of bullet-proof vests went 

missing from a locker in a Livings-
ton Street government building on 
April 2, police said.

Someone swiped an Armor Ex-
press vest worth $1,690 and an Affi n-
ity vest worth $500 from the locker 
in a private room in the building be-
tween Bond and Hoyt streets, some-
time between 10 am and 3:30 pm, ac-
cording to a report.

Multiple employees had access 

to the room, and there was no evi-
dence of forced entry, cops said.

Phone, wallet, keys
Someone swiped a wallet left 

at a security checkpoint in a Jora-
lemon Street government building 
on April 7.

The victim told cops he placed 
his change purse in a bin and put 
it on a security conveyer belt in the 
building between Court and Adams 
streets at 6 pm, but forgot to take it 
out when he continued upstairs, po-
lice said. 

The man realized his mistake 
about 15 minutes later, but when 
he returned to to fetch his billfold, 
it had vanished along with $200 in 
cash, according to a report.

Peas and coats
A brute attacked a man with a 

bag full of groceries on Joralemon 

Street on April 7, according to a re-
port.

The victim told police he was 
between Clinton and Court streets 
when the fi end snuck up behind 
him, smashed him into a metal 
grate, and stole two bags of grocer-
ies, a bag of computer equipment, 
and the victim’s Forever 21 peacoat, 
police said. — Noah Hurowitz

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

Heartless
Someone burglarized an elderly 

couple’s Manhattan Avenue home 
on March 17 — when the husband 
was rushed to the hospital for a 
heart attack.

The victims told police that the 
man had a heart attack inside the 
home between Ainslie and Devoe 
street at 3 pm. When his wife re-

turned to their home at 7:30 that 
night, she found the bedroom draw-
ers all open and $700 in cash and 
two watches missing.

Knives out
A trio of bullies attacked a man 

in a Graham Avenue store on April 
11, cutting him with knives.

The victim told police that he 
was inside of a cellphone store be-
tween Cook and Debevoise streets 
at 2:20 pm when three guys got in 
his face. 

“You looking for me?” one of 
them asked, while the other chal-
lenged him to come outside, police 
reported. Two of the bullies then 
took out knives, slashed the victim’s 
arm, and all ran off, cops said. The 
victim told police that he knows all 
three of his attackers.

Not for sale
A thief grabbed a wallet out of a 

woman’s bag as she was shopping at 
a Boerum Street store on April 11.

The victim told police that she 
was in a bogeda near Humboldt 
Street at 9 pm when a slick willie 
grabbed the wallet out of her open 
purse and then ran out of the store. 
The owner of the store told police 
that there are no cameras inside.

Top shelf
A sneaky thief snuck into Gra-

ham Avenue liquor store while the 
clerk was in the back room and ran 
off with $1,000 on April 8.

The clerk of the store near Ain-
slie Street told police that he was in 
the utility closet at 10:20 am when 
he heard someone enter the store. 
He came out and saw a guy grab a 
case containing $1,010 from the reg-
ister and then run out of the store. 

Brutal bullies
A pair of cretins chased a woman, 

beat her, and then stole money from 
her on Flushing Avenue on April 6.

The victim told police that she 
was between Whipple and Thorn-
ton streets at 9 pm when two guys 
started chasing her. They caught up 
to her and one of them grabbed her 
by the neck and threw her against a 
fence, cops reported. 

They both started punching 
her, causing a hairline fracture to 
her rib, she said. One of them went 
through her pants pockets and 
pulled out $200, according to the po-
lice report. Then the other yelled 
“shots” while pointing at his waist-
band, causing the victim to think 
that he was reaching for a fi rearm, 
she told police. 

The woman pulled out her phone 
and managed to call 911 while both 
of the robbers ran off. Emergency 
personnel took her to Woodhall 
Hospital for treatment.

— Danielle Furfaro

BY MAX JAEGER
He saw something, said something, 
and then took it a bit too far.

Police arrested Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority bus 
driver Toussaint Cummings on 
April 8 after he allegedly choked a 
teenage straphanger and refused 
to let him off the bus.

The 19-year-old victim boarded 
Cummings’s B6 bus at the cor-
ner of Bay Parkway and Bath 
Avenue in Bensonhurst at 11:19 
am, bringing a small dog with 
him, police said. Cummings then 
hounded the straphanger, saying 
that he wanted the dog gone, but 
the young man wouldn’t budge, 
so Cummings allegedly attacked 
him, wrapping his hands around 
the youth’s throat and squeezing 
hard enough to leave a mark with-
out forcing the kid to pass out, po-
lice said.

Cummings then allegedly re-
fused let the victim — and his dog 
— off the bus. The teen eventually 
escaped through the back door, of-
fi cials said.

Police are charging Cum-
mings with criminal obstruction 
of breathing, a Class E felony, 
and unlawful imprisonment, a 

misdemeanor, according to law 
enforcement sources. Officers 
issued Cummings, who lives on 
Long Island, a desk appearance 
ticket because he had a clean 
criminal record, officials said.

Only service animals are al-
lowed on city busses, according to 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority. The hound was not a 
service animal, police said.

The authority’s defi nition of 
service animal does not include 
therapy animals or animals used 
for emotional support, according 
to a spokeswoman.

But Cummings, a 19-year tran-
sit veteran, violated authority pol-
icy in engaging the teen, she said.

“We tell our operators not to get 
into confrontations with custom-
ers,” said authority spokeswoman 
Amanda Kwan. “They’re just sup-
posed to inform customers of the 
policy.”

Cummings, who has a good 
safety record and no previous cus-
tomer complaints, has been re-
moved from service pending an in-
vestigation, she said.

Cummings did not respond to 
messages left at his Long Island 
home.

MTA driver chokes 
teen, locks him in bus
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WESTBURY, NY, April 17, 2015 - As one of Long Island's 
most trusted sources for jewelry, Esther Fortunoff and her 
team have helped thousands of anxious customers choose 
their most important purchases. With the warmer weather fi-
nally here, Fortunoff Fine Jewelry is preparing to welcome a 
new group of parents proudly planning their daughters' first 
"jewelry occasion".

Ms. Fortunoff, who also operates fortunoffjew-
elry.com, noted, "It's not just the traditional 
spring events. It's also a wonderful time of year 
for a Quinceanera or Sweet Sixteen celebration. 
A well-chosen piece of jewelry can be a gift of 
love and a great way to signify a rite of passage."

"Many parents are excited and a little bit nervous because they 
know their daughters will remember the moment and cherish 
that gift for the rest of their lives. It's important not to go too 

trendy. You should choose some-
thing that is classic and will 
stand the test of time."

Sixteen, “Give your daughter 
something that she can wear at 

her party. A gift 
of classic beau-
ty like a pearl 
necklace or a di-
amond pendant 
will perfectly 
symbolize her 

coming of age and can be worn 
into adulthood.”

"Many parents don't realize how emotional a daughter's first 
jewelry experience can be," says Ms. Fortunoff. "The right gift 
will provide a beautiful memory of your bond for the rest of 
their lives. I still remember when I gave my daughter her Sweet 
Sixteen necklace. At Fortunoff, we enjoying being a small part 
of that big experience."

For more information, visit www.fortunoffjewelry.com.

“A well-chosen piece 
of jewelry is a great 

way to signify a
rite of passage.”

It’s a Wonderful Time of Year for a Quinceañera or Sweet Sixteen Celebration

Esther Fortunoff

Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow

Children born in 2011 are eligible to apply
for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K.

Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877
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Honor her with your message in Courier Life’s special issue published May 29, 2015
Deadline on Tuesday May 19, 2015
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Celebrate Brooklyn’s 
Women of Distinction

Jean P. Alexander
Linda Allegretti
Gina Argano
Sharon Content
Dr. Laura D’Onofrio

Sanna Ezri
Jacqueline Florio
Debra Friedman
Dr. Karen Gould
Dari Litchman

Irene LoRe
Dr. K. Aletha Maybank
Denise McCLean
Laura McKenna
Ericka Medina

Joan Millman
Rev. Diana Nelson
Marianne Nicolosi
Maureen O’Malley-Byrnes
Diana Rafailova

Shelley Della Rocca
Theresa Scavo
Malika Shagaraeva
Sylvia Uziel
Limor Ziarno

AD RATES & DIMENSIONS

HONOREES

For More Information, Call Stephanie Stellaccio | 718-260-2575 | sstellaccio@cnglocal.com

Join Us!

$100 per person
8015/23 13th Ave., Dyker Heights, NY

Gala Dinner 
& Award Ceremony

Wednesday, June 10
Our Keynote Speaker

Ophira 
Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg 
is a standup comic, 
writer, and host of 
NPR’s hit trivia comedy show, 
Ask Me Another. 
She has appeared on The Late 
Late Show, The Today Show, 
Comedy Central, and VH-1.

W hen Walt Disney was 
16, he forged his par-
ents’ signatures and 

lied about his age so he could 
join the American Ambulance 
Corps, which was part of the 
Red Cross. That’s how he 
found himself in Europe, just 
after World War I ended, driv-
ing ambulances.

He loved it. He said it 
“added up to a lifetime of ex-
perience in one package.” 
And, as he later put it, “I 
know being on my own at an 
early age has made me more 
self-reliant and less of a the-
world-owes-me-a-living type 
that I otherwise would have 
been.”

I have to thank the book 
“Teen 2.0” by Robert Epstein 
for that story, and for putting 
the whole idea that teens are 
lazy, incompetent, irrespon-
sible selfi es on trial. Is it that 
“kids today” are really so im-
mature? Or is that we treat 
them as if they are, and they 
respond the way most of us do 
when dissed or diminished: 
we disappoint.

During the past generation 
or two we have come to think 
of young people as less and 
less competent. I usually no-
tice this with younger kids — 
how we drive them to school, 
as if it’s always too cold or too 
far. How we insert ourselves 
into their squabbles, as if they 

couldn’t sort things out by 
themselves. How we organize 
their lives for them, as if leav-
ing them to their own devices 
would mean wasted time, a 
teachable moment that we 
failed to fi ll. 

But teens, man! Lately we 
act as if there’s no difference 
between 13 and 3. Here in New 
York City, there is no specifi c 
minimum age for latchkey 
kids, thank goodness. But Il-
linois law states that no one 
should be home alone until 
age 14 — an age when many 
kids in my generation had 
already been babysitting for 
two or three (or four!) years. 
Now the 14 year olds are the 
babies themselves. 

Or how about crossing 
guards? My crossing guard 
when I was a tyke was a 10 
year old. Now, in every place 
I’ve lived in New York City 
(Manhattan, Brooklyn, and 
Queens), the 10 year olds are 
the tykes and the guards are 
all adults.

Deliver newspapers? The 
folks who bring ours here in 

Jackson Heights do it by car. 
Most newspapers require 
their delivery people to have 
a license and liability insur-
ance. If you’re just a kid with 
a bike? Too bad. 

And as for the laws about 
sex, we act as if anyone with 
any stirrings of anything be-
fore 18 is either a perp or a 
victim.

Sometimes they’re both. 
A  case in 2006  involved a 
13-year-old Utah girl who 
had consensual sex with her 
12-year-old boyfriend. I don’t 
know of anyone who loves the 
idea of kids that young sleep-
ing together, but here’s some-
thing worse: she was found 
guilty of having sex with 
someone under 14.

And so was he! 
That makes both of them 

sex offenders — and victims. 
As I learned from Nicole 

Pittman, an expert on the sex 
offender laws I heard speak 
at an NYU Law School sym-
posium on Monday: of the 
800,000 or so people on the 
sex offender registry nation-

wide, 200,000 are under 18. 
That’s because teens have sex 
with other teens — a fact that 
shouldn’t be news and, when 
consensual, shouldn’t be con-
sidered rape. 

Shackling a teen with the 
label of “sex offender” often 
means they are not allowed 
to go to school (because 
there are other kids there) 
or even live at home if there 
are younger siblings in the 
house. Sometimes they can’t 
live near a park, a church, 
a day care center — even 
though it is not that they ever 
raped a toddler. It is that they 
slept with someone about 
their own age, as teens al-
ways have. 

It is only now that we’re 
treating teens like toddlers 
themselves that we are stunt-
ing them as humans, and 
hunting them down for hav-
ing sex. Really, it’s time for 
someone to grow up.

Us.
Lenore Skenazy is a public 

speaker and author of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids. 

Why has 16 become the new 6?

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

Our new columnist opens with a broadside on over-coddling children
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 If you’re a patient at Lutheran, you already know the value of having a team who understands you. 

However, you’ll be happy to hear that Lutheran is now affi liated with NYU Langone, one of the premier academic 

medical centers in the country. At what is now NYU Lutheran, you’ll keep the high-quality personal care you’ve 

become accustomed to, and gain access to the specialty and surgical care that NYU Langone is known for. 

Visit us at lutheranhealthcare.org.

ANNOUNCING NYU LUTHERAN. AN AFFILIATION BETWEEN
NYU LANGONE AND LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER.

413856_NYU1549_Lutheran_CourierLifePapers_Apr13-2015_P4C.indd   1 4/8/15   3:02 PM
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The winter snow has melted, but Red 
Hook’s Coffey Park is still on ice.

One of the worst winters on record 
is pushing back the reopening of Cof-
fey Park, which was supposed to hap-
pen in April, until June, a Parks De-
partment spokeswoman said.

“Due to emergency post-Sandy 
work at Coffey Park and a long, cold 
winter that resulted in frozen ground, 
Parks’ construction was delayed,” said 
Maeri Ferguson.

The city closed Coffey Park in April 
2013 for what was supposed to be a $2.3 

million, yearlong renovation. When it 
reopens in June the park, bounded by 
Verona, Dwight, Richards, and King 
streets, will feature new lighting, 
spruced-up landscaping, decorative 
paving in the park’s main plaza, and 
repaving of all its interior pathways, 
Ferguson said

The closure of the park, a consider-
able portion of Red Hook’s open space, 
had ripple effects when  neighbors 
lashed out  at the Parks Department 
when the agency briefl y closed part of 
another neighborhood park in Septem-
ber. 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
An elderly grandfather killed his 
granddaughter’s boyfriend when the 
couple got into a fi ght in his Bushwick 
home, police said. 

Nicholas Diaz, 81, allegedly stabbed 
21-year-old Kevin Rivera in the chest 
at the elderly man’s home on Broad-
way between Van Buren and Greene 
streets at 2:17 am on Sunday morning. 

Police said the younger man was 
fi ghting with his girlfriend when Diaz 
intervened and stabbed Rivera with a 
knife. The girlfriend called emergency 
personnel, who took Rivera to Wood-
hull Medical Center, where doctors 
pronounced him dead. 

Police charged Diaz with man-
slaughter and criminal possession of a 
weapon. He has not yet been arraigned 
and a judge has not set bail in the case. 
It was not immediately clear if he has 
a lawyer yet.

ACCUSED: Police say this 81-year-old man  
killed his granddaughter’s boyfriend when 
the couple got into a fi ght.  NYPD

Cops: Senior stabbed 
21-year-old to death 

Coffey talk: Red Hook Park’s 
opening is pushed back

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

FOLLOW US ON

SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE AND  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

ADOPT A PET

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 

25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Visit Us In The Parking Lot
376 Court St. • Brooklyn, NY
SUN APR 19 • 12PM – 5PM

Request for Proposals for the Sale of Specialty Food from 
Mobile Food Units at Various Locations Citywide 

 
In accordance with Section 1-13 of the Concession Rules of the City of New York, the New York City 
Department of Parks and Recreation (“Parks”) is issuing, as of the date of this notice, a Request for 
Proposals for the sale of specialty food from mobile food units at various locations citywide. 
 
All proposals submitted in response to this RFP must be submitted no later than Monday, May 11th, 2015 
at 3:00 pm. 
 
Hard copies of the RFP can be obtained, at no cost, commencing on Monday, April 6th, 2015 through 
Monday, May 11th, 2015, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and holi-
days, at the Revenue Division of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, which is 
located at 830 Fifth Avenue, Room 407, New York, NY 10065.    
 
The RFP is also available for download, commencing on Monday, April 6th, 2015 through Friday, May 
11th, 2015, on the Parks’ website.  To download the RFP, visit www.nyc.gov/parks/businessopportuni-
ties, click on the link for “Concessions Opportunities at Parks” and, after logging in, click on the “down-
load” link that appears adjacent to the RFP’s description.    
 
For more information or to request to receive a copy of the RFP by mail, prospective proposers may 
contact Santiago Zindel, Project Manager, at (212) 360-3407 or at santiago.zindel@parks.nyc.gov. 
 

TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) 212-504-4115 

LATER: Coffey Park was supposed to reopen in April, but now it won’t until June.  File photo



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 17–23, 2015 13  DT

Joseph j. Lhota
Senior Vice President, Vice Dean  

and Chief of Staff

NYU Langone Medical Center

Michael D. Giasullo, M.D.
Chief of Urology

NYU Lutheran Medical Center 

IS PLEASED TO HONOR

AT OUR

 

NYU Lutheran Medical Center

132nd Annual  
Dinner Dance

mAY 16, 2015 � PIER sIXTY, Chelsea Piers � New York City

TO SUPPORT OUR HONOREES BY ATTENDING 

THE DINNER DANCE OR FOR SPONSORSHIP 

AND JOURNAL AD OPPORTUNITIES PLEASE 

CONTACT JEANNE SOLITARIO AT 

718-630-6225

www.LutheranDinnerDance.org
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
It is Brooklyn’s meanest street, 
and they want to tame it.

Safe street activists 
are rallying to find a way 
to make Williamsburg’s 
Meeker Avenue — the iron-
ically named thoroughfare 
that hugs the Brooklyn–
Queens Expressway in Wil-
liamsburg — a safer place 
for pedestrians.

The claim the avenue’s 
wide lanes coupled with exits 
from the highway lead to an 
inordinate amount of speed-
ing on the strip, making it 
impossible for walkers to get 
from one side to the other.

“I have witnessed people 
trying to get across with no 
clue what they are supposed 
to be doing, cars coming 
from every which angle, and 
people almost getting hit,” 
said Rachel Albetski of Bush-
wick.

In fact, the avenue has be-

come a regular site for death 
and destruction. Between 
December of 2012 and Decem-
ber of 2014, there were three 
fatalities and 104 injuries 
on Meeker between its bor-
ders of Newtown Creek and 
Flushing Avenue, said Luke 
Ohlson of Transportation Al-
ternatives, a pro-pedestrian 
group.

And cars aren’t the only 
problem.

Ohlson said that pedestri-
ans also have to weave their 
way past bicyclists who also 
speed down the roadway.

“We have to fi nd a way to 
change that,” he said.

A meeting was held after 
press time this week to fi g-
ure out a way to make things 
safer.

Transportation Alterna-
tives is hoping that the city 
will install narrower lanes 
and bollards, as it did on the 
section of Park Avenue that 

runs under the expressway in 
Fort Greene and Clinton Hill. 
Activists are also hoping for 
some art or greenery. 

“This is now a dangerous 
and unfriendly environment 
that facilitates unsafe driving 
and uninviting conditions,” 

said Ohlson. 
“It could be a safe space 

that is the focal point of a vi-
brant neighborhood.” 

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

 

 

A LONG HAUL: Transportation activists are hoping the city will revamp Meeker Avenue to make it safer for 
pedestrians to cross.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Residents: Make 
Meeker Avenue 
a bit meeker

BUSINESS BROOKLYN STYLE – ADVERTISEMENT

Buddy, Can You Spare a Pepperoni?
The Pointing Finger

by Dr. Stephen Finger

Recently, the world learned, even 
before the President had a chance 
to announce it, with appropriate 
apologies, to the UN General Assembly 
that, if you live in Walkerton, Indiana, 
are gay, and are planning to marry, 
you will probably not be able to have 
your festivities catered by the local 
pizzeria.

“Yaagh! Waa! Pizza Nazi. Pizza 
Nazi!” (Seinfeld for gentiles?)

I know. I know. Not to make fun. 
It’s the principle, not the pizza. But 
what exactly is the principle involved 
here? That sexual preferences have 
to be respected because that’s the 
way we superior folk in New York 
and California think while religious 
beliefs...well, it’s just those local 
yokels clinging to ‘’their guns, their 
bibles and showing antipathy toward 
people who aren’t like them?’’ Who 
cares what they think?

Maybe we should all care. Today 
it’s Evangelical Christians getting 
death threats for not wanting to cater 
a gay marriage. Tomorrow it’ll be the 
Planned Parenthood Marching Band  
being forced to show up for a Repeal 
Roe rally.  And the day after that, who 
knows? What a way to run a railroad...
or a country. Maybe, when all else 

fails, we should consider falling back 
on common sense. How do you spell, 
“Live and let live?”

By the way, and just thinking, why 
would anyone want to have their 
wedding catered by a group who 
considers them to be a bunch of sinning 
miscreants? Most of us restaurant goers 
have had an occasional badly prepared 
meal but we rarely send it back. Partly 
it’s because we don’t think it’s all that 
important and we don’t want to make 
extra work for the waiter, but it’s also 
because we sometimes wonder what 
might happen to that dish when it goes 
behind the swinging doors into the 
kitchen and comes out again. Now, if 
all the waiters and all the kitchen staff 
love you equally...

Anyway, to all my gay patients and 
friends, known and otherwise, who 
are planning to marry and invite me to 
their weddings, please be kind enough 
to let me know if the caterer is there 
willingly. If not, I promise that I’ll still 
come but...I’m bringing my own soup.

Dr. Finger practices medicine 
(Otolaryngology) in Brooklyn, NY. 
(718) 692-1515. drstevefinger@
aol.com  -  Visit our blog at: www.
ThePointingFinger.Blogspot.com
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COVER THE 
WORLD AROUND YOU

LIU Brooklyn’s Department of Journalism and Communications Studies emphasizes  
ethics, journalistic inquiry, entrepreneurial skills, and professional practice while a faculty  
of award-winning journalists and media leaders bring their experience and expertise from  
the newsroom into the classroom, preparing students to become leaders in the industry.  
LIU Brooklyn students graduate ready for the fast changing news media ahead of them.

Apply today. 
liu.edu/bkjournalism

Polk Awards
For more than 60 years,  
Long Island University  
has proudly presented  
the George Polk Awards  
in Journalism, the �rst major 
award of its kind to recognize 
reporting across all media.
polkawards.org

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure 
designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities without 
interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring 
to emulsify fat which then releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 

body during its normal course of detoxifi cation. 
The ZERONA® procedure was proven through a 
double-blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo 
controlled study in which patients average loss 
of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 
inches compared to the placebo group that 
lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3-9 INCHES IN TWO WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!
“Inches are inches, and the Zerona removes inches, more than four inches on the “test” case we did 
for The Doctors.  I have to say, I didn’t believe it at fi rst either.”        

—  Dr. Drew Ordon - Lead Physician on the Hit T.V. Show “The Doctors” 

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off  excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When:  
Tuesday, April 28 at 6:15 pm

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
They want rainbow, not va-
nilla.

An erotic fi lm-making 
threesome is organizing a 
queer porn festival in Wil-
liamsburg, after a recent smut 
fest in Bushwick failed to sat-
isfy.  

The organizers of this 
weekend’s Queer Porn Film 
Festival say the New York City 
Porn Film Festival,  which de-
buted in Bushwick in late Feb-
ruary , lacked diversity in its 
dirty movie selection, screen-
ing mostly straight and gay 
male porn, but little else from 
the rest of the queer spectrum. 
Many of the alternative por-
nographers participating at-
tended the original sextival, 
but the experience left them 
cold, said an organizer.

“The fi lmmakers I am 
working with all found that 
their experiences left them 
wishing for something more 
punk rock and feminist,” said 
festival founder Courtney 
Trouble, a pornographer and 
porn performer from Oak-
land, Calif.   

Trouble hooked up with 
Brooklyn fi lmmaker Jacque-
line Mary and Seattle fi lm-
maker Tobi Hill-Meyer to or-
ganize the day-long event, 
which will take place at queer 
performance space the Spec-
trum on April 19. The Queer 
Porn Film Festival will fea-
ture more than 30 professional 
and amateur fi lms, which or-
ganizers said will focus more 
on women, transgender peo-
ple, and bondage and kink ac-
tivities than those at the New 
York City Porn Film Festival. 
But the skin-fl ick spectacle 
is not a reaction to its more 
mainstream predecessor, 
Trouble said. It is a celebra-
tion of queer people getting it 
on on-screen.

“This is not a protest 

event,” she said. “It is meant to 
show off what the queer porn 
movement is as a whole.”

And the organizers of the 
New York City Porn Film Fes-
tival say there are no hard 
feelings. The festival, which 
made headlines when singer 

Miley Cyrus submitted — 
 then pulled  — a short fi lm of 
herself from its lineup, is tar-
geted at a broader audience, 
said a spokesman.

“The NYC Porn Film Festi-
val purposefully is not a queer 
or feminist separatist event,” 

said Simon Leahy, who also 
heads up  Bushwig , an annual 
drag extravaganza. “We try to 
be inclusive for everyone. We 
feel it is great that people cre-
ate their own festivals and the 
QPFF have our full support.”

The New York City Porn 
Film Festival gave the Queer 
Porn Film Festival some spon-
sorship money, but Leahy de-
clined to say how much. 

The upstart pervy picture 
show will also host a panel 
of queer porn stars, a vegan-
friendly pancake brunch, and 
its own live porn shoot during 
the after-party. The organiz-
ers are also inviting attend-
ees to bring their own home-
made pornos to share during 
the bash — those who have not 

yet made their own queer porn 
fi lm can learn how at an after-
noon workshop. 

Trouble said she and her 
porn pals hope to show attend-
ees that queer porn is about 
art and representation, not 
just titillation, by creating an 
immersive, educational expe-
rience. 

“We are trying to show why 
it is so important to be naked 
on camera and for queer sex 
and bodies to be visible,” she 
said.

The Queer Porn Film Fes-
tival at the Spectrum (59 Mon-
strose Ave. between Lorimer 
Avenue and Leonard Street 
in Williamsburg, www.queer-
pornfi lmfestival.org). April 19 
at 2 pm. $15–$35.

Erotic fi lmmakers hold queer porn fest in Williamsburg

OUT IN THE OPEN: (Left) Pornographer Courtney Trouble dreamed up 
the Queer Porn Festival as a way of making visible a wider range of sexu-
alities. (Right) Bruce LaBruce’s “Offi ng Jack” will be one of the many 
fi lms shown at the Queer Porn Festival. Isabel Dresler

NEWER PORNOGRAPHERS

This is our 12th Annual FAMOUS APRIL SALE!

Hardwood Flooring
CLEARANCE!CLEARANCE!CLEARANCE!APRIL SALE!

April 16th-20th 
(Thur - Mon)29¢

sqft

1st Quality 
Laminate from

Prefi nished Solid 
Hardwood from

Prefi nished Solid 
Exotic 
Hardwood from

$1.99sqft

TOO MANY DEALS TO LIST!
Unique deals on hardwood, bamboo, 
laminate, vinyl plank & more in-store!

80+80+ Varieties 300+300+ Varieties

While supplies last. Product, prices and availability are subject to change. Our South Hackensack, NJ store is closed 
on Sundays. 

99¢
sqft

In store only

Brooklyn, NY • (347) 756-4215
New York, NY • (347) 286-7552

New York, NY • (212) 352-1111 
Long Island City, NY • (347) 527-7664 

S Hackensack, NJ • (201) 343-5255
Union, NJ • (908) 613-0843 

Staten Island, NY • (917) 426-0580 
Bronx, NY • (347) 773-2075

Yonkers, NY • (914) 595-1411 
Woodbridge, NJ • (908) 259-4170

NOW 
OPEN

As fl ooring experts we care too much to sell anything 
but the SAFEST AND HIGHEST QUALITY FLOORING

On purchases of $2,000 or more with your Lumber Liquidators credit card made from April 16-20, 
2015. *Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  See store for details.+24 Months Special Financing
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Weeknight Service Changes

L
Apr 13–17, Apr 20–24, Apr 27–May 1, 
May 4– 8, May 11–15
Mon to Fri
11:30 PM to 5 AM

No L service between 8 Av and Lorimer St 

AFJ , M14 and free shuttle buses provide alternate service

L service operates between Rockaway Pkwy and Lorimer St only

Weekend service changes are also in effect. Visit mta.info for details.

Travel Alternatives:

J

J
A J to/from

Stay Informed

mta.info
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anonymous to avoid prosecu-
tion for their stunt, however 
Kuby said the only crime 
they are guilty of is entering 
the park when it was closed, 
a misdemeanor. In a letter to 
Police Commissioner William 
Bratton, the lawyer argued 
that by detaining the bust in-
defi nitely, police are holding a 
piece of private property and 
ignoring due process.

“The sculpture itself has 
no evidentiary value in prov-
ing the Class B misdemeanor 
of trespass that may be alleged 
against the artists for being in 
the park after closing hours,” 
he wrote. “Therefore, there 
appears to be no basis for the 
NYPD to continue to possess 
this sculpture.”

And the artists say once 
they get the bust back, they’ll 
only keep it temporarily.

“It was always meant to 
be a gift to the city and, in 
turn, the public,” the artists 

said in a statement. “We hope 
New York City will release 
the statue so it may continue 
to spark healthy conversation 
about issues central to our 
freedom.”

A police representative de-
clined to specify what charges 
the artists might face, and 
would not comment beyond 
confi rming that police are in-
vestigating the stunt.

talk shows including “Dr. 
Phil” and “The View.” 

She has lectured inter-
nationally, from Microsoft’s 
headquarters to the Sydney 
Opera House, and she is also 
host of “World’s Worst Mom,” 
a reality show airing on Dis-
covery-The Learning Chan-
nel in most of the world (but, 
surprisingly, not America!).

Now, Skenazy brings her 
brand of fun, engaging writ-
ing to the Community News 

Group and New York Com-
munity Media, where her 
new column “Rhymes with 
Crazy” will appear each 
week.

A graduate of Yale, she 
lives Queens with her hus-
band and two teen sons. Her 
writing has appeared in the 
New York Daily News, where 
she was a columnist for 14 
years, the New York Sun, Na-
tional Public Radio, and, of 
course, Mad Magazine. 

So check out what Lenore 
has to say this week and ev-
ery week in the Brooklyn 
Courier.

Continued from cover

SNOWDEN
Continued from cover

SKENAZY

BRING HIM OUT: Lawyer Ron Kuby and, right, parks gadfl y Geoffrey Croft 
call for the release of a bust of whistleblower Edward Snowden, which is 
sitting in the 88th Precinct station house, according to Kuby. 
 Community News Group / Noah Hurowitz

Great rates like ours are always in season.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 

you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 

Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

24-Month CD

1.25%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

*New money only. APY effective April 2, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an 

existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

wherein the committee was 
supposed to refer potential 
local hires to Axis. But the 
scheme lacked oversight, and 
there was no mechanism to 
ensure that Axis followed up 
on job-seekers the committee 
sent its way, the group’s di-
rector said.

“We referred folks to 
them, but our arrangement 
with them wasn’t a formal 
one,” said Michelle de la Uz of 
the Fifth Avenue Committee.

Moving forward, the city 

needs to establish ways to en-
sure that businesses make 
good on local hiring prom-
ises, she said.

“I think we have learned 
a lot about these claims over 
time, and the need to ensure 
that they come true,” de la 
Uz said. “Oftentimes, pri-
vate companies are asking 
for some kind of special con-
sideration in exchange for 
their promises, and if they’re 
going to get special consider-
ation, then the public benefi ts 
need to materialize.”

City Council has 45 days 
to approve the plan, a corpo-
ration spokeswoman said.

Continued from page 6 

TERMINAL

The source for news in your 
neighborhood:
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SAVE 20% 
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N ovelist F. Scott Fitzger-
ald once famously said 
“There are no second 

acts in American life.” He 
was wrong, of course, because 
time and time again we have 
witnessed comebacks, late-in-
life success, and numerous ex-
amples of redemption in the 
arts, politics, and the business 
world. 

My old friend and mentor, 
Frank McCourt, a long-time 
high school English teacher, 
wrote a best-selling memoir 
and won a Pulitzer Prize in 
his mid-60s. What a second act 
he had.

Now we have perhaps the 
most fascinating individual 
in recent American history, 
Hillary Clinton, who is at-
tempting to embark on what I 
would probably call her third 
or fourth act. In her long-run-
ning show, Hillary has been 
the object of admiration, hope, 
praise, derision, anger, petty 
criticism, and jealousy. She is 
the embodiment of the wom-
en’s empowerment movement 
in our still not-overly-progres-
sive society. She serves as a 
prism through which many 
express their hopes for a fully 
egalitarian society.

But, of course, it is unfair 
to view Hillary as just the 
“Great Female Hope,” because 
she is so much more than that. 
She deserves to be judged by 
the content of her ideas, not 
the chromosomes of her DNA, 
to paraphrase the late Martin 
Luther King, Jr. She is a femi-
nist icon, a mother and grand-
mother, the former First Lady 
of our country, the most-talked 
about woman in the world and 
all of these just tell half the 
story.

Hillary Clinton has been on 
the world stage since the early 
1990s, before many of today’s 
Millennials were born, when a 
hard drive was a long trip. She 
was a different kind of First 
Lady, more Eleanor Roosevelt 
than Nancy Reagan, a trusted 
advisor and confi dante to the 
most powerful leader in the 
world. She took a lot of heat for 
standing by her man. In retro-
spect, this was the most coura-
geous path and allowed both of 
them to continue to be impor-
tant leaders well beyond their 
two terms in Washington.

Her second act — her own 
political career — began in 
2000 when she went on that fa-
mous “listening tour” before 
being elected senator from 
New York. All went according 
to plan until her smooth path 
back to the White House as a 
powerful feminist icon was 
eclipsed by the meteoric rise 
of Barack Obama.

Her third act came as inter-
national policy maker when 
Obama named her Secretary 
of State, a job she held for four 
years.

Now, it appears to fi nally 
be Hillary’s turn. 

Many will lament that 

Clinton is not a fresh face in 
politics and ask why should 
we have another president 
with the surname of Clinton 
or Bush. But we should look 
at Hillary’s experience, her 
ideas, vision, and her temper-
ament when evaluating her 
fi tness to lead the world’s most 
powerful nation.

We all know her resume 
is impressive, but what about 
her ideas and vision? Well, 
we got a small glimpse of that 
in her two-minute campaign 
video Sunday: she wants to be 
the champion of middle-class 
Americans and all those who 
want a level playing fi eld so 
they can get ahead.

Fair enough.
But we’ll need to watch in 

the coming months as she ar-
ticulates her vision of how she 
will achieve this goal. Will 
she try to raise taxes on the 
wealthy and implement a more 
progressive tax code? Will she 
push for signifi cantly higher 
minimum wages and greater 
sick and maternity, and pater-
nity leave?

We will want to hear what 
she would do in the Middle 
East to make sure that region 
doesn’t continue to degenerate 

and potentially drag the world 
into a war. We will need to 
hear how she will navigate cli-
mate change, the rapid spread 
of alternative energy sources, 
and how she plans to pay for 
the much-needed rebuilding of 
America’s infrastructure.

I am the father of two daugh-
ters and I am excited and con-
cerned about their future. The 
prospect of Hillary Clinton be-
coming president would be an 
incredible inspiration to them 
and to millions of other young 
women in America. The glass 
ceiling to the highest offi ce in 
this land might be shattered 
after 240 years.  

I know this is not enough 
reason to vote for Hillary. But 
it certainly is a good reason 
for me to eagerly discuss this 
campaign with my two teen-
age daughters and to hope that 
our country, once and for all, 
treats Hillary like the incred-
ibly talented and experienced 
candidate she is.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE

Tom Allon

Thoughts on Hillary Clinton’s latest act
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LOSING 
YOUR HAIR?
Forget about ointments, 
shampoo, and 
hair transplant!

Hair Cells Plus

$100 OFF

5911 B 16th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11214

of your procedure with this ad

STEM CELL HAIR
REGROWTH SPECIALISTS

NO CHEMICALS. NO HAIRPIECES. NO WEAVES. 
NO TRANSPLANTS. NO LASER. COMPLETELY NON-INVASIVE!

718.872.6465 | info@haircellsplus.com | haircellsplus.com

before before beforeafter after after

Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, 
OXFORD, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, ELDERPLAN, 
HORIZON and many others

age
43

age
48

Call Today
718.832.3313
skinworksny.com

Javier Zelaya, M.D.
254 Prospect Park West, Bklyn
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Thank you GuildNet.

A chronic condition can take its toll on more 
than just patients. Lost hours at work, worry 
over doctor visits, helping with meals – the 
list is long, especially if they are visually 
impaired. 

With GuildNet’s Long Term Care Plans, your 
loved ones get the help they need to stay 
safe at home. 

Please call us – we speak your language. 

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220

Mom feels better, 
and our family  
does too. 
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The ink is barely dry on 

her lease, but that didn’t 

stop tree-huggers from tak-

ing root outside Hillary 

Clinton’s future  campaign 

command post in Brooklyn 

Heights to protest the Key-

stone oil pipeline (“The Hil-

lary effect: Protesters come 

to Heights to get Clinton’s 

ear,” online April 14). 

Critics claim the proposed, 

1,179-mile conduit — com-

missioned since 2010 and 

vetoed by President Obama 

in February — will contrib-

ute to climate change, while 

advocates say it would cre-

ate more jobs and boost na-

tional energy reserves.

A pipeline of commentary 

fl owed online.

I really do hope that Hillary will 
stand up to that pipeline, because she 
will be a hero for defeating it.
 Tal Barzilai from Pleasantville, 

N.Y. 

Wow, where to start? Hillary and 
Bill are an unmitigated disaster. 
They are grifters like the Palins, but 
with better P.R. It’s so funny, too, that 
she’s chosen Brooklyn as her cam-
paign H.Q., because her natural con-
stituency is on the Upper West Side; 
they are in fact the people who give 
money to the Clintons no matter 
what they do. Obviously the Clintons 
are trying to vamp the young, techni-
cal, creative energy that is Brooklyn 
these days. It will not work. Young 
and Progressives know who the Clin-
tons are, and they are not the friend 
of progress, freedom, or the future. 
They are the benighted past. Let 
them stay there and rot with their 
friends from Goldman Sachs.
 Scott from Park Slope 

Don’t pick on Granny Clinton!
 ty from pps 

Last Thursday it was Haitian-

Americans protesting there. They 
said that “Billary” sold out Haiti to 
the big money, which is why things 
stay so bad there. Of course they 
didn’t notify the media, so it didn’t 
happen.
 Peter Engel from Downtown 

Brooklyn 

God help us if that witch gets 
nominated. “Where is the G------ f----
--- fl ag? I want the G------ f-------  fl ag up 
every f------ morning at f------ sunrise” 
(from the book “Inside The White 
House” by Ronald Kessler, p. 244: Hil-
lary to the staff at the Arkansas Gov-
ernor’s mansion on Labor Day, 1991). 
“F--- off! It’s enough that I have to see 
you s---------- every day, I’m not going 
to talk to you too! Just do your G----
--- job and keep your mouth shut” 
(from the book “American Evita” by 
Christopher Anderson, p. 90: Hillary 
to her state trooper bodyguards after 
one of them greeted her with “Good 
morning”). “If you want to remain on 
this detail, get your f------ a-- over here 
and grab those bags!” (from the book 
“The First Partner” p. 259: Hillary to 
a Secret Service Agent who was re-
luctant to carry her luggage because 
he wanted to keep his hands free in 
case of an incident). “We’re going to 
have to take things away from you 
on behalf of the common good” (Hil-
lary grandstanding at a fund-raising 
speech in San Francisco; SFGate.com 
6-28-2004). “What are you doing invit-
ing these people into my home? These 
people are our enemies! They are try-
ing to destroy us!” (from the book 
“The Survivor” by John Harris, p. 99: 
Hillary screaming to an aide, when 
she found out that some Republicans 
had been invited to the Clinton White 
House). “You know, I’m going to start 
thanking the woman who cleans the 
restroom in the building I work in. 
I’m going to start thinking of her as 
a human being” (from the book “The 
Case Against Hillary Clinton” by 
Peggy Noonan, p. 55). “We just can’t 
trust the American people to make 
those types of choices. Government 
has to make those choices for people” 
(from the book “I’ve Always Been A 
Yankee Fan” by Thomas D. Kuiper, 
p 20: Hillary to Rep. Dennis Hastert 
in 1993 reportedly discussing her ex-
pensive, disastrous taxpayer-funded 
health care plan).
 Homey from Crooklyn 

Doesn’t take long for the vulgar 
hateful to turn out on here does it. 
Take Homey for example: I realize 
that these guys just don’t care what 

they say; so SNOPES took a great 
deal of time to detail everyone of the 
Anderson et al remarks; all one has 
to do is read them, it’s inaccurate, 
unsupported, partisan, and authors 
out for a buck; in every instance 
there is more info; and in every in-
stance there are no sources available 
at all. Here is just one which he tries 
to cite above: “If you break down the 
Golden Rule or if you take Christ’s 
commandment — love thy neighbor 
as thyself — there is an underlying 
assumption that you will value your-
self, that you will be a responsible hu-
man being who will live by certain 
behaviors that enable you to have 
self-respect, because, then, out of 
that self-respect comes the capacity 
for you to respect and care for other 
people. And how do we just break 
this whole enterprise down in small 
enough pieces? Well, somebody says 
to themselves: “You know, I’m not 
going to tell that racist, sexist joke. 
I don’t want to objectify another hu-
man being. Why do I want to do that? 
What do I get out of that kind of ac-
tion? Maybe I should try to restrain 
myself.” Or maybe somebody else” 
“You know, I’m going to start thank-
ing the woman who cleans the rest-
room in the building that I work in. 
You know, maybe that sounds kind of 
stupid, but on the other hand I want 
to start seeing her as a human be-
ing.” But nothing can change the con-
spiracy nutz all blown up with hate. 
Read more at http://www.snopes.
com/politics/clintons/hildabeast.
asp#Kole1fVliFeOCrHe.99. Now, as 
for the actual topic, yes I hope she 
says no to the Keystone pipeline for 
many reasons. However it is not the 
single driving environmental issue of 
the day. Perhaps we can focus on get-
ting Republicans to embrace science 
instead of big oil-gas with climate 
change, rather than having Inhoff, 
the head of the Senate Environmen-
tal Committee for God’s sake, throw 
a snowball on the senate fl oor as his 
proof for his book: Climate Hoax. 
Nothing is as harmful as people who 
are willingly ignorant and yet have 
the arrogance to then legislate that 
ignorance for the rest of us.
 Kathy Kraft 

I hate to break it to some of you, 
but there really are no major politi-
cians that are squeaky clean. Each 
and every one of them have most 
likely done something bad in the past, 
so Hillary isn’t alone here. For what-
ever is said about Hillary, I can say 
about other politicians as well just to 

counter that. Seriously, if any of you 
don’t like who is running for politi-
cal offi ce, you can always run for it 
yourselves, but then you will have to 
face the press when they will be dig-
ging up dirt on you. In other words, 
if you can’t stand the heat, then get 
out of the kitchen. In reality, no poli-
tician is ever truly clean about their 
record, but if they are nominated by 
their party, they are running for that 
offi ce whether you like it or not. Then 
again, if you really don’t like them, 
you can always vote against them 
rather than voting for them anyway 
(like Bloomberg or G.W.B.] or not vot-
ing at all. 

Overall, if you didn’t vote in the 
last election, don’t complain about 
the results. Tal Barzilai from 

 Pleasantville, N.Y. 

if you don’t like Hillary, make 
sure you vote in the primary, as that 
will be your only chance to get some-
one nominated that you do like.
 jay from nyc 

I didn’t really expect for Hillary to 
drive commenters so insane that Tal 
is a voice of reason.
 Mike from Williamsburg 

Hillary will lose the primary to 
someone, maybe Al Gore or Howard 
Dean, because of the money she fun-
neled into the Clinton foundation 
while she was secretary of state. If 
Hillary wins the nomination, me and 
all the idiots who posted comments 
above will hold our noses and vote for 
her. Ace from Bay Ridge 

Wow, even Che DeBlasio is hold-
ing his endorsement for her back, 
even though a used teabag has more 
value than anything that comes from 
his mouth. As far as there being no 
such thing as a clean politician, that 
is true when you speak of Democrats 
and Republicans, but there are a 
whole lot of other options out there. 
All you have to do is open your mind 
and your eyes and not be a sheep.
 Garbage In from Garbage out 

“Mike from Williamsburg: I didn’t 
really expect for Hillary to drive com-
menters so insane that Tal is a voice 
of reason.” 

Best post by far! Watching other-
wise-reasonable grown men go ap-
oplectic at the mention of H.R.C.’s 
name is fun sport, until they have a 
heart attack!
 Peter Engel from Downtown 

Brooklyn 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Protesters rally outside Clinton’s Heights HQ
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COMPLETE MEDICARE-MEDICAID BENEFITS.
$0 COST.
AND THAT’S NOT EVEN THE BEST PART.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE  

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete, 
the CHOICE health plan that combines all 
the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid in 
a single plan. It provides all the services 
and support you need to live safely and 
independently at home – at zero cost to 
you. And here’s the best part: it’s from 
the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
������
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

VNSNY CHOICE
FIDA Complete
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health planthat combines Medicare and Medicaid benefi ts for people who need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York

H8490_AD_MM Approved 12162014
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WE ARE OPEN LATE! WE ARE OPEN LATE! 

 FIND YOUR PERFECT FIND YOUR PERFECT

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A  
OVER 3,000 CARSOVER 3,000 CARS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2012 Mercedes E350, 20k 11628 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Acura TL, 17k 7918 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes C300, 14k  3824 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

*Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be applied to advertised cars. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY
RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY!

 MATCH WITH MATCH WITH

CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

43k miles, Stk#3793

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k  8314 $6,995
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

TO CHOOSE FROM!TO CHOOSE FROM!
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This public-service message is from a self-fi nanced, nonprofi t group of former associates of Mr. Wetherill.

Do you long for a new world? One with no 

confl ict, no jealousy, no threatening words. 

One in which 

people’s behavior 

is caring, trust-

worthy, and pro-

ductive. In this 

new world of people, their activities need no 

supervision. They do what reality calls for.

There are no locks on doors or windows, no legal contracts to assure 

honest compliance, no addictions, no crime, no poverty, no lack of any 

rightful thing or opportunity, no scoldings or punishments.

There is liberation from the tyranny of prejudice. There is plentiful 

food and shelter. There is full employment with unique opportunities 

for all.

More important, there is fellowship among people. There are neither 

strangers nor anybody to fear. There is stimulating activity so that 

daily life becomes an interesting adventure.

What creates a new world? Obedience to a natural law identifi ed by 

Richard Wetherill that he called the Law of Right Action. It defi nes 

right action as thoughts, words, and deeds that are rational, honest and 

morally right. Unfortunately, people today are still blocking the birth 

of that new world by acting on their noble and ignoble motives.

Otherwise, by their obedience, people would function in the way it 

is still envisioned for the human race by the creator of that precious 

natural law!

Visit alphapub.com for more information or for a free mailing write to 

The Alpha Publishing House, PO Box 255, Royersford, PA 19468.

“Just found your site. I was 

quite impressed and look 

forward to hours of enjoyment 

and learning. Thanks.” 

- Frank

“I have fi nished reading the 

book How To Solve Problems. 

So simple, yet so profound 

and powerful. Thank you.” 

- Alex

Visit alphapub.com to read Natural-law Essays and Online Books
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By Trupti Rami

This is a different kind of pillow talk.
An artisan pillow maker will show crowds how her 

company creates quirky cushions by hand during an open 
studios event at Sunset Park’s Industry City on April 18. The decor 
designer said she is excited to show visitors that not all homewares 
are made in far-flung sweatshops. In fact, she said, factories can 
be fun.

“Often when people outside of manufacturing think of a 
factory, they have a really negative vision based on horror 

stories from overseas,” said Boerum Hill entrepreneur 
Alexandra Ferguson, who runs her eponymous pillow 

company out of the manufacturing center. “My goal 
is to change that perception by showing people 
what an American factory can look like — a bright 
and airy space that is painted in pop colors where 
you can design and make a product that excites 
customers.”

Ferguson’s company manufactures pillows, 
makeup cases, and tote bags out of recycled felt 
that feature bold typography and catch phrases 
such as “Call Your Mother,” “Happily Ever 
After,” and “I Love This Place.” At the open 
studios event, looky-loos can see the workshop 
where Ferguson and her employees cut and 
stitch every letter, before sending the goods 

off to customers and stores around the world. 
Ferguson will also be selling her cushions at dis-
counted rates on the day.

Ferguson is one of more than 100 artists and 
makers in the giant campus — which spans eight 
city blocks — who will open their doors to the 
public for the event. Many Brooklyn artist hubs 
host similar open-house events where curious 
locals can gawk at painters and photographers in 
their natural habitat, but the Industry City affair is 
unique because visitors will also get to see inside 
the workspaces of chocolatiers, distillers, wood-
workers, fashion designers, and furniture makers, 
said an organizer.

“The extraordinary blend of artists, makers and 
manufacturers — this is not found elsewhere in the 
city,” said photographer Aleya Lehmann Bench, 

who helped put the event together. “Going behind 
the scenes to see an artist’s workspace is a unique 

opportunity.”
Many of the fashion and homewares companies in the 

building, such as children’s clothier Little Hip Squeaks and 
Brooklyn Candle Studio, will be selling their wares on the 

day, while comestible creators including Li-Lac Chocolates, 
Liddabit Sweets, and Industry City Distillery will offer tours 

and tastings.
The event is a chance for Industry City’s tenants to show off 

not only their own creations, but also the creative community that 
has flourished within the waterfront warehouse park and the sur-
rounding neighborhood in recent years, said Bench. 

“Many artists live in the area, or nearby, and there is a real 
sense of community at the moment,” she said.

Industry City Open Studios at Industry City [274 36th St. 
between Second and Third avenues in Sunset Park, (718) 965–6450, 
www.industrycity.com]. April 18 from 11 am–6 pm. Free.

Inside a pillow factory

Material girl: Boerum Hill pillow mogul Alexandra Ferguson shows off a cushion at her Sunset Park factory.
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Soft 
serve!
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By Noah Hurowitz

He had a small cell and big 
dreams.

An artist has created a 
full-scale replica of the cell Black 
Panther activist Herman Wallace 
was imprisoned in for nearly 40 
years, which she is exhibiting at 
the Central Library through June 
5. The show also includes models 
of the dream home Wallace fan-
tasized about living in while he 
was in prison, and a documentary 
about the creation of the exhibit, 
which the library will screen on 
April 23. Together, the pieces con-
vey the horrors of solitary con-
finement while humanizing a man 
who spent nearly four decades of 
his life locked up in the six-by-
nine-foot cell, the artist said.

“I want you see how solitary 
confinement is a mechanism for 
dehumanization,” said Jackie 
Sumell, who lives in New Orleans 
but regularly travels with the 
exhibit, entitled “The House That 
Herman Built.” “If I were just to 
go around with the cell, the go-to 
response is that he must have done 
something really bad.”

Wallace, who died in 2013, was 
a member of the so-called Angola 
Three, a trio of Black Panther 
activists who spent decades in 
prison for the murder of a prison 
guard, a crime his supporters say 
the men did not commit.

Sumell said she first heard of 
Wallace when another member 
of the Angola Three spoke in San 

Francisco, where she was living 
at the time. She began to write 
letters to Wallace in prison, and 
eventually had the idea to collabo-
rate on the mock-up of his dream 
home. Sumell said she quickly 
realized that the project offered 
a unique and effective way to 
raise awareness of what she and 
many others considered an unjust 
incarceration.

“I began to realize that people 
paid more attention to his dream 
home than to his situation,” she 
said. “It became a powerful advo-
cacy tool.”

Wallace shared his vision 

with Sumell through his letters, 
describing aspects of the house 
in painstaking detail, down to the 
books he would put in the library 
(the Central Library will feature 
the books from Wallace’s list in 
the exhibit). Sumell then craft-
ed his ideas into scaled, three-
dimensional models, she said.

Wallace never got to live in 
his dream home. He was diag-
nosed with advanced liver cancer 
in 2013. Authorities let him out on 
compassionate release, but he died 
three days later in a New Orleans 
hospital at the age of 71. But 
Wallace said that what the house 

represented was more important 
than whether he ever stepped foot 
in it.

“Whether or not I live in the 
house it makes no difference,” 
Herman said in the film. “It is a 
symbol of what this house is all 
about.”

“The House That Herman 

Built” at the Central Library 
[10 Grand Army Plaza between 
Eastern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 
230–2100, www.bklynlibrary.org]. 
Exhibition runs through June 5. 
Free.“Herman’s House” film 
screening April 23 at 2:30 pm. 
Free.

By Vanessa Ogle

It is a whale of a tale.
A new Greenpoint theater troupe is adapting 

Herman Melville’s cetological classic “Moby-Dick” for 
the stage, and it will give a free sneak-peek performance 
at neighborhood bookstore Word on April 22. Even if you 
want to beach yourself at the thought of struggling through 
the 600-page paperback again, the theatrical version could 
still float your boat, said the captain of the thespian crew, 
as the novel is really a play in disguise.

“Herman Melville, whether he was really conscious 
of it or not, really wrote a play,” said Threadbare Theatre 
Workshop director and Greenpointer Kate Russell. “There 
are soliloquies and asides and really cool character 
work.”

Ten actors will perform a blubber-free, hour-long 
version of the sprawling story, dubbed “Or, the Whale,” 
which follows the sailor Ishmael on his journey at sea. 
Ishmael and another seamen, Queequeg, form an unlikely 
friendship and the duo decides to embark on a whaling 
voyage together. They meet Ahab, a one-legged captain, 
who promises to reward whoever find the whale who took 
his leg — Moby-Dick.  

The performance is filled with scenes so tense you 
could cut them with a harpoon, offering insight into 
Ishmael’s voyages — both maritime and mental, said 
Russell. 

“It is a really intimate journey through one man’s 
mind,” she said. 

Russell said her approach to the seafaring story is dif-
ferent from other adaptations, which she said often strip 
the performances of the language that helps shape the 
scenes. The director said she welcomed Melville’s words, 
which she likened to Shakespeare.  

“I got excited in embracing the language and not chip-
ping it away — the language is so beautiful,” she said

The troupe plans to ultimately transform the staged 
reading into a play, complete with costumes and all the 
theatrical touches. Russell said Threadbare is launching a 
Kickstarter in May to raise money to sail the a show into 
a venue that is even more appropriate than a bookstore 
— the waterfront.

Threadbare Theatre Workshop performs “Or, the 
Whale” at Word Bookstore [126 Franklin St. between 
Milton and Noble streets in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
www.wordbookstores.com]. April 22 at 6:30 pm. Free.

Artist constructs life-size replica of activist’s solitary prison cell

Bagging a whale: “Or, the Whale” director Kate Russell with a “Moby-
Dick” tote bag. Photo by Jason Speakman

Hard cell: (Picutured right) Jackie Sumell’s art exhibit includes a life-size model of 
the cell in which Herman Wallace spent more than 30 years in solitary confinement. 
(Above) Sumell’s not-so-life-size model of Wallace’s dream home.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

RAISING THE BARS

Water work: G’point theater troupe stages ‘Moby-Dick’
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Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH

—OR—
MOTHER’S DAY DINNER

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS!

Join us for Mother’s Day!  
Sunday, May 10th

405 81st Street (at 4th Ave.) 
718.836.3103 | office@brjc.org 

The BRJC Annual Book Fair 

�  Discounted Prices 

�  Book Signings 
�  Refreshments 

�  Children & Adult Books 

�  Author Meet & Greet 

Sunday 
April 19th, 2015 
 12-4pm FUN FOR ALL AGES! 

�  Face Painting  

Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
 with The Book Mark Shoppe 

present 

Sunday, April 26, 2015 
9am to 4pm  

BAY RIDGE JEWISH CENTER 
4th Avenue at 81st Street, Brooklyn 4 Avenue at 81 Street, Brooklyn

Spring Flea Market 

Over 50 vendors, new and used items, collectibles, jewelry, gifts and more. 

Free Admission. 
Refreshments Available. 

Take the “R” train to 77th Street 718-836-3103 |  www.brjc.org 

4th Avenue at 81st Street, Brooklyn 4 Avenue at 81 Street, Brooklyn

“When The Hit Men play anywhere near you, go see them!” 
             – The Huffington Post

(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd, Brooklyn, NY

From “Who Loves You” to “Sherry” to “Mony Mony,”  
don’t miss this night of all-time favorite hits that will  

have you leaving the theatre saying “Oh, What a Night!”

Friday, April 24 at 8:00 p.m. $35/30

THE HIT MEN
…Featuring the Former Stars  

of Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons!

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME
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Word’s pick: “Girl in a Band” 
by Kim Gordon

Quintessential cool chick Kim 
Gordon shares her life story in 
this very revealing and inspir-
ing memoir of growing up in 
California, her band, marriage, 
and almost everything else a 
fan like myself has always 
wanted to know. “Girl in a 
Band” makes a rock god-
dess like Kim more relatable 
while making the reader feel 
more powerful. She really 
is just that cool.

— Kirby Schulz, Word [126 Franklin 
St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Musical Brain” by Cesar Aira

Cesar Aira’s “The Musical 
Brain” is a prism through 
which we’re allowed to 
glimpse our reality as a 
dream. Or was it the other 
way around? Or was it 
both at the same time? 
Whichever way you look 
at it, Aria’s stories meet 
you there — his narra-
tives zip along at the 
speed of dreams and 
leave you grasping for 
the details after they’ve 
passed because, somehow, they all just 
seemed so real. 

— Jarrod Annis, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Dublinesque” by Enrique Vila-Matas

Just before Bloomsday, 
the annual celebration of 
Joyce’s “Ulysses,” an aging 
Spanish publisher dreams of 
lying on the pavement out-
side a Dublin pub, drunk 
and mourning the death 
of literature. Thus starts 
Enrique Vila-Matas’s 
“Dublinesque,” a love-
letter to Irish literature. 
Filled with drunken 
ramblings, essayistic 
asides on the modernist 
masters, and the mys-
terious specter of Beckett, Vila-
Matas’s singular novel illustrates a life plagued 
by literature sickness. Odd stuff indeed, but for those of 
us readers who stare up from one book at a shelf full of 
others — who find ourselves literature sick — it’s uncut 
pleasure.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075, www.commu nityb ookst ore.net].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Sarah Iannone

Slurp’s up!
A Carroll Gardens art cura-

tor is putting on the hottest 
show in town — serving up steam-
ing bowls of Hong Kong-style noodle 
soup from her Court Street gallery. 
The creatively-inclined cook said she 
started making the soups because 
none of the neighborhood’s many 
eateries could satisfy her cravings 
for the flavors of her early childhood 
in Hong Kong.

“It’s my comfort food and I 
couldn’t find it anywhere near me 
in Carroll Gardens,” said Amy Kar 
Yee, who is the co-founder of Court 
Tree Collective, an art space between 
Carroll Street and First Place.

So Kar Yee decided to create her 
own pop-up restaurant in the gallery 
to fill the bowl-shaped hole in the 
market.

“There’s really a gap in Carroll 
Gardens for good authentic Chinese 
food, more specifically good Hong 
Kong-style food,” she said.

And it seems Carroll Gardeners 
are equally hungry for a taste of 
authentic Chinese cuisine. She sold 
out her first Kar Yee Noodle Shop in 
November last year, dishing up 143 
bowls on her own from Court Tree 
Collective’s tiny kitchen. Kar Yee 
held another one in January, and will 
run her third on April 25.

The broth-loving artist said she 
spent the first six years of her life 
in Hong Kong, where she ate noodle 
soups from street market vendors. 
With Kar Yee Noodle Shop, she 
said she has tried to recreate the 
full experience — the aromas, the 
sounds, the plastic stools, and the 

self-serve condiments in the middle 
of the table. Kar Yee said the atmo-
sphere invokes fond recollections of 
strangers bonding over simple but 
delicious fare. 

“It’s happiness, casual and simple, 
that are my memories from Hong 
Kong,” she said

And then there is the food itself. 
Kar Yee makes three different varia-
tions of her family’s own noodle 
soup recipe — crispy pork, wonton 
and scallion, and a shiitake mush-
room and tofu version. She buys 
Chinese herbs, spices, and vegeta-
bles from Brooklyn’s Chinatown and 
meat and fish from neighborhood 
shops, she said.

And Kar Yee isn’t the only home-
sick Hongkonger dining out on the 
nostalgia. She said she was thrilled 
when several customers compliment-
ed her on the authentic renditions of 
her hometown specialties.   

“A few people came up to me 
after my second Kar Yee Noodle 
event and said that I got the crispy 
pork just right,” she said. “That’s a 
proud moment for me.”

Kar Yee Noodle Shop at Court Tree 
Collective [371 Court St. between 
Carroll Street and First Place in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 460–8000, 
www.courttree.com]. April 25 at 5–10 
pm. $12 for a bowl of soup, and one 
wine, beer, or Chinese juice box.

By Max Jaeger

The Ridge is rocking again! 
Last week we took a break 

from the live music scene to 
bring you a softer side to Bay Ridge 
Nights. We regret the error. To make 
amends, we’ve planned a weekend of 
nothing but Bay Ridge’s best bands.

On Friday, blow over to 
Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets) at 
9 pm to catch Gearth, Wind & 
Fireman. Besides having the great-
est name in history, this trio does a 
solid cover of Sam Cooke’s “Bring it 
on Home to Me.”

Once you are warmed up, stumble 
down to the Wicked Monk (9510 
Third Ave. between 95th and 96th 
streets) where Rock Farm will sow 
a field of ’80s tunes, and you’ll reap 

the harvest. The music kicks off at 
11 pm.

On Saturday, Prodigal Child will 
come back around to Red, White, 
and Brew (8910 Fifth Ave. between 
89th and 90th streets) for an after-
noon set at 4 pm. Soak in some sun 
and tunes in the bar’s backyard, 
but don’t overdo it, because you’ve 
got a full night ahead of you. At 
9:30 pm, head to No Quarter (8015 
Fifth Ave. between 80th and 81st 
streets) for the ever-brutal Quartet 
of Catastrophe at 9:30 pm. Then 
make a trip back to the Wicked 
Monk to get crazy with party rock-
ers Radio Riot at 11 pm.

After all that rocking, bring your-
self back down to Earth on Sunday 
with an acoustic set from Cabaret 
Trio at Hunter’s Steak and Ale 
House (9404 Fourth Ave. between 
94th and 95th streets) at 5 pm. 

Art curator opens soup shop in C’Gardens gallery

Broth sides now: Amy Kar Yee dishes up bowls of Hong Kong-style noodle soup at Court 
Street Collective. Photo by Jason Speakman

USING HER NOODLE

The rock is back in Bay Ridge!
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Irish or not, your eyes will 
be smiling when you dine at 
McMahon’s Public House — 
and your taste buds will be 
pretty darn pleased, too.

This beautiful Irish pub 
and eatery boasts Chef Mi-
chael Nardilla, a graduate 
of the Culinary Institute of 
America, who earned schol-
arships for creating the de-
licious New England clam 
chowder and the irresistible 
sweet potato cheesecake that 
appear on the menu.  

The owners, Michael and 
Karen McMahon, are expe-
rienced entrepreneurs who 
own McMahon’s Irish Pub on 
Flatbush Avenue and Kevin 
Ryan’s pub in Marine Park. 
They are also part owners of 
McMahon Construction, the 
firm responsible for the eye-
appealing work that trans-
formed McMahon’s Public 
House into the captivating es-
tablishment it is today. These 
renovations took 18 months 
to complete, and the grand 
re-opening was celebrated on 
St. Patrick’s Day 2014. 

The new look is totally up-
scale, with a magnificent bar, 
surrounded by six television 
sets and a huge pull-down 
screen. Towards the back, 
separated by decorative wine 
racks, is the dining room of 
dark wood tables and Irish-
green placemats. This area, 
too, contains six television 
sets, all tuned to different 
channels. A brick wall accen-
tuates a modern fireplace. 

When the McMahons pur-
chased this Fifth Avenue 
location nine years ago, it 
was an 80-year-old bar with 
a strong local following, and 
the Barclays Center was just 
a dream. 

Talk about location, lo-

cation, location. Today, Mc-
Mahon’s Public House is a 
stone’s throw from the busy 
Barclays Center, and fans 
who attend basketball games 
and concerts patronize the 
bar. But Michael McMahon, 
respecting his roots, remains 
loyal to the community. 

“We are priced for the 
locals,” he says. “When the 
church needs a party, we are 
here. The same goes for po-
lice and firefighter functions, 
Christmas parties, christen-
ings, and retirements.” 

In fact, neighborhood 
brides and grooms choose to 
celebrate weddings here, at 
the upstairs lounge, a stun-
ning space with sliding glass 
doors that lead to a back pa-

tio with outdoor seating. It 
has its own full bar; televi-
sion sets; and a front bal-
cony with benches that offer 
a bird’s-eye view of the Bar-
clays Center. A three-hour 
reception with wine, beer, 
pass-around appetizers, and 
buffet, might cost around $50 
per person. Up to 150 guests 

can be accommodated.
The restaurant’s award-

winning New England clam 
chowder lives up to its repu-
tation, rich with little neck 
clams, red bliss potatoes, and 
leek, served with a thick slice 
of toasted bread. The broth is 
flavorful, and it’s served nice 
and hot.

Baked clams are tender, 
topped with crispy crumbs, 
bathing in a lemony-but-
tery sauce that’s thick with 
breadcrumbs begging to be 
mopped by bread. 

“Customers rave about 
them,” says Karen.

Other favorites include 
chicken wings, dressed with 
teriyaki sauce and rice wine 
vinaigrette, served with 
Asian cole slaw. Fried cala-
mari is tender, cut into big 
rings, served with lemon 
wedges, and a side of mari-
nara sauce. 

The Brooklyn Burger, a 
customer pick, melts cheddar 

cheese and onions over beef, 
all served on a toasted bun. 
For variety, there’s the Mc-
Mahon Burger, which tops 
the meat with Irish bacon. 
But hold the ketchup — be-
cause this burger is already 
capped with a special brown 
sauce.

The Baja fish tacos are 
served on lightly toasted, 
still-soft tacos, stuffed with 
Mahi Mahi, shredded cab-
bage, avocado crema, scal-
lions, and a homemade salsa. 
With it, enjoy a homemade 
cole slaw with crunchy cel-
ery and slices of raw carrots 
on top. Or, opt for fries or a 
salad. McMahon’s waffle 
fries are beauties, crisp out-
side, soft potato inside.

The shepherd’s pie ar-
rives on a warm, oval plate, 
decoratively adorned with 
mashed potatoes that are 
lightly browned. Beneath 
this abundant layer you’ll 
find the beef, peas, and car-
rots, all simmering in mush-
room gravy.

Chef Nardilla offers 
daily specials, and one is 
the corned beef on rye with 
melted Swiss cheese. A 
pocket of caramelized onions 
layered between the bread 
and the meat makes the sand-
wich even tastier. 

Both Nardilla’s father 
and grandfather were chefs 
in Italy, and he has inher-
ited the family penchant for 
cooking, evidenced by the 
skillful appeal and taste of 
every dish. For example, that 
award-winning sweet potato 
cheesecake has half the fat of 
ordinary cheesecake; yet the 
crust is abundant with gin-
ger snap and whole pecans. 
Delicious.  

Imagine a restaurant that 
offers such creative selec-
tions, and still serves a full 
traditional Irish breakfast 
— eggs, Irish bacon, Irish 
sausage, black and white 
pudding, home fries, baked 
beans, and grilled tomato. 
To paraphrase an Irish prov-
erb, may your glass — and 
your plate — be full. At Mc-
Mahon’s Public House, it will 
be.

McMahon’s Public House 
[39 Fifth Ave. between Dean 
and Bergen Streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-4549]. The bar 
is open seven days a week, 10 
am–4 am. The kitchen is open 
until 1 am daily; on Friday 
and Saturdays, until 2 am.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Enjoy a taste of Ireland at McMahon’s Public House
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, APRIL 17
SPORTS, JORDAN 

BRAND CLASSIC: Prep 
basketball event featur-
ing four bouts. $10–$85. 
1:30 pm.

TUE, MAY 26
MUSIC, THE WHO: 

$49.50–$154.50. 7:30 
pm.

SUN, MAY 31
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: 

$65–$85. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 13
MUSIC, RMM COMBINA-

CION PERFECTA ANNI-
VERSARY SALSA CON-
CERT: Featruing Oscar 
D’Leon, Tito Nieves, La 
India, Ismael Miranda, 
and others. $70.50–
$305.50. 8 pm.

WED, JUNE 17
MUSIC, BARRY MA-

NILOW: $19.75–$249.75. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 27
MUSIC, CONTEMPO-

RARY COLOR: Fea-
turing David Byrne, 
Nelly Furtado, How to 
Dress Well, Dev Hynes, 
Kelis, Nico Muhly and 
Ira Glass, St. Vincent, 
Tune-Yards, Lucius, and 
Money Mark and Ad-
Rock. $30–$85. 7:30 
pm.

SUN, JUNE 28
MUSIC, CONTEMPORARY 

COLOR: See Saturday, 
June 27. $25–$85. 7:30 
pm.

MON, JUNE 29
MUSIC, BETTE MIDLER: 

Divine Intervention 
Tour. $47.50–$312.50. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, JUNE 30
MUSIC, IMAGINE DRAG-

ONS, METRIC: $29.50–
$69.50. 7:30 pm.

THURS, JULY 9
COMEDY, KEVIN HART: 

$49.50–$200. 7 pm.

FRI, JULY 10
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$34.50–$184.50. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 11
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$34.50–$184.50. 8 pm.

SUN, JULY 26
MUSIC, NICKI MINAJ: 

$40–$145. 7 pm.

TUE, AUG 11
MUSIC, YES AND TOTO: 

$45–$95. 7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 12
MUSIC, MOTLEY CRUE: 

$39.50–$149.50. 7 pm.

SUN, AUG 23
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $30.50–$530.50. 
7:30 pm.

MON, AUG 24
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NGIHT RAW: $25.50–
$130.50. 7:30 pm.

SAT, SEP 12
MUSIC, SCORPIONS, 

QUEENSRYCHE: 
$47.50–$149.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 19
MUSIC, MADONNA: 

$45.50–$360.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 26
MUSIC, ARIANA 

GRANDE: $35.50–$695. 
7:30 pm.

THURS, OCT 8
MUSIC, MARC ANTHONY 

AND CARLOS VIVES: 
$76.50–$232.50. 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, APRIL 17

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, SALUTE AND TRIB-

UTE TO BOB CUNNING-
HAM: Hosted by Harold 
Valle-Keeper of the Se-
crets, with music by the 
Jeff King Band. Part of 
the Central Brooklyn Jazz 
Festival. $15. 8–11 pm. 
Jazz 966 [966 Fulton St. 
between Saint James Place 
and Grand Avenue in Clin-
ton Hill, (917) 593–9776], 
www.jazz966.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN FOLK 
FESTIVAL: Featuring 
live music, workshops, a 
square dance, and the an-
nual banjo tossing contest. 
$20–$80. 8 pm. Saint Ann’s 
Church [157 Montague 
St. between Henry and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 395–3214], 
www.brooklynfolkfest.
com. 

OTHER
COMPUTER CLASS FOR 

SENIORS: Open to those 
of all levels. Free. 1–2 pm. 
JASA Luna Park Senior 
Center [2880 W. 12 St. be-
tween Neptune and Surf 
avenues in Coney Island, 
(718) 996–6666], www.
jasa.org. 

SAT, APRIL 18

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, SAMBA WITH THE 

SEA LIONS: Free with zoo 
admission. Noon–3 pm. 
Prospect Park Zoo [450 
Flatbush Ave. at Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 399–7339], www.
prospectparkzoo.com. 

MUSIC, TAKE 6: A cappella 
jazz group performs. $30–
$40. 8 pm. Brooklyn Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts 
at Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd. between 
Amersfort and Kenilworth 
places in Midwood, (718) 
951–4500], www.brooklyn-
centeronline.org. 

THEATER, “RAPUNZEL! RA-
PUNZEL! A VERY HAIRY 
FAIRY TALE”: Wally Jones 
and the Casa Manana The-
atre Company present a 
theater adaptation of the 
children’s story. $12. 2 pm. 
On Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org.

SUN, APRIL 19

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
EARTH DAY: Celebrate with 

fi shing lessons, a raptor 
meet and greet, perfor-
mances, and a parade. 
Free. 1–4 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE VERY HUN-

GRY CATERPILLAR”: High-
lights the works of chil-
dren’s author Eric Carle. 
$9. 2 pm. Brooklyn Center 
for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd. between 
Amersfort and Kenilworth 
places in Midwood, (718) 
951–4500], www.brooklyn-
centeronline.org. 

OTHER
BROOKLYN BABY AND 

FAMILY EXPO: The fourth 
annual expo features a 
market of baby products, 
advice and demonstrations 
by experts, kid-friendly 
entertainment, information 
about parenting resources, 
and more. Snacks and 
baby care provided. RSVP 
required. $15. 11 am–3:30 
pm. St. Francis College 
(180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights), www.
achildgrows.com. 

BINGO FUNDRAISER: Ben-
efi tting the American Can-
cer Society. Prizes include 
gift cards, and wine bas-
kets. Call for tickets. Noon. 
The Hideout (8415 Fifth 
Ave. at 84th Street in Bay 
Ridge), www.practicalm-
agicbingo.eventbrite.com. 

FILM, “WHY ANIMAL SUF-
FERING MATTERS”: Peace 
Action Bay Ridge Interfaith 
screens the documentary 
about animal suffering. 
Free. 1 pm. Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church 
[7420 Fourth Ave. at 75th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (646) 
824–5506], www.panys.
org/br. 

WOMEN’S SOCIAL GROUP: 
Social group forming for 
women in their 50s and 
60s. No walk-ins, call and 
leave your number to re-
serve a spot. 2 pm. Perry’s 
Restaurant [3482 Nostrand 
Ave. between Gravesend 
Neck Road and Avenue V 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
336–7908]. 

MON, APRIL 20

OTHER
COMEDY, BLACK LIGHT 

COMEDY SHOW: Monthly 
comedy night showcasing 
female comedians. Free. 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Moon 
Cafe [745 Fulton St. be-
tween S. Elliot Place and 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 855–7149]. 

TALK, “WHY METAPHORS 
MAKE GOOD INSULTS”: 
Philosopher Liz Camp 
speaks at the latest Brook-
lyn Public Philosophers 
meeting. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 

Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Park Slope, (718) 230–
2100], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

TUES, APRIL 21

OTHER
ARTS AND CRAFTS FOR SE-

NIORS: Including doll and 
bag making. Free. 10:30 
am. JASA Luna Park Senior 
Center [2880 W. 12 St. be-
tween Neptune and Surf 
avenues in Coney Island, 
(718) 996–6666], www.
jasa.org. 

TALK, BETSY FAGIN, TONYA 
FOSTER, ERICA HUNT: 
Three Brooklyn poets from 
feminist book collective 
and publisher Belladonna 
celebrate the launch of 
their books, Betsy Fagin’s 
“All is Not Yet Lost,” Tonya 
Foster’s “A Swarm of 
Bees in High Court,” and 
Erica Hunt’s “Time Slips 
Right Before Your Eyes.” 
Free. 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

WED, APRIL 22

PERFORMANCE 
DANCE, MARK MORRIS 

DANCE GROUP: Mark 
Morris Dance Group and 
Music Ensemble team up 
to present the New York 
premiere of “Pacifi c,” as 
well as “Words,” “Grand 
Duo,” and the world pre-
miere of “Whelm.” $25. 
7:30 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

OTHER
ART, CELESTIAL SUNSET 

SPRING BENEFIT AND 
SILENT AUCTION: Silent 
art auction raising money 
for the New York Art Resi-
dency and Studios Founda-
tion. $50–$250. 6–9 pm. 
New York Artist Residency 
and Studio Foundation 
[201 46th St., fourth fl oor, 
at Second Avenue in Sun-
set Park, (718) 768–2765], 
narsfoundation.org/event_

benefi t2015.php. 

THURS, APRIL 23

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, GLOBAL PERSPEC-

TIVES ON JAZZ: Rudresh 
Mahanthappa with Arturo 
O’Farrill and the Brooklyn 
College Jazz Ensemble. 
Part of the Central Brook-
lyn Jazz Festival. $10, $7 
seniors, free with CUNY ID. 
7 pm. Brooklyn College, 
Walt Whitman Hall [2900 
Bedford Ave. at Campus 
Road in Midwood, (718) 
951–5655], www.hisam.
org. 

MUSIC, GRACE CHORALE 
OF BROOKLYN: The 
Grace Chorale of Brooklyn 
joins Brooklyn Symphony 
Orchestra in a perfor-
mance of 20th century Brit-
ish Choral masterpieces, 
including William Walton’s 
“Belshazzar’s Feast” and 
Michael Tippett’s “Ritual 
Dances.” $20 ($18 in ad-
vance). 7:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

FRI, APRIL 24

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, “THE HIT MEN”: This 

concert features former 
band members of mega-
stars performing their hits, 
such as Frankie Valli and 
the Four Seasons, Tommy 
James and the Shondells, 
Carly Simon, Cat Stevens, 
Elton John, and Jim Croce. 
$35 ($30 in advance). 8 pm. 
On Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

SAT, APRIL 25

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
SAKURA MATSURI: The 

annual Cherry Blossom 
festival is a celebration of 
Japanese culture featuring 
Taiko drumming, cosplay, 
tea ceremonies, kabuki 
dance, sword fi ghting, and 
more. Free with admission 
to the grounds. 10 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623–
7220], www.bbg.org. 

5K RACE: Raise money to 
help injured Marines get 
back on their feet. A post-
race reception with band, 
raffl es and giveaways will 
be held. $25 registration 
(includes t-shirt). 8:30 am. 
Cannonball Park (101st 
Street and Fourth Avenue 
in Bay Ridge), www.its-
dang.com/offsite/semper-
fi 5kfl yer_2015.pdf. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, INTERNATIONAL 

WOMEN OF REGGAE 
CONCERT: Featuring 
Etana “The Strong One.” 
$30–$100. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. be-
tween Amersfort and Ken-
ilworth places in Midwood, 
(718) 951–4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

Dance dance evolution: Mark Morris Dance Group will perform 
works from the past 20 years at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music, April 22–25. Peg Skorpinski

Hoop dreams: The best prep-school ballers in the country will 
be at the Barclays Center on April 17. 
 Associated Press / Charlotte Observer / Melissa Melvin-Rodriguez
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               A performer of
          BOUNDLESS
             CONFIDENCE,
          CHARM and
             GOOD HUMOR

«   

»
- Stephen Holden, The New York Times

        VINTAGE LIVE is
the MUST-SEE SHOW
                  this SUMMER!

«    

»
- Jeff Heinrich, The Gazette, Montreal

               A FANTASTIC show! 
     A PHENOMENAL show!    

            A FEEL-GOOD show!

«   

»
- Stéphanie Drolet, CKOI, Montreal

 Full Service Travel Agency
 Bus Charters - 24 or 56 seats 
 Cruises & Vacation Packages
 International Airline Tickets

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net5 Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 5
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 Tours to Choose From

NEED A GETAWAY?

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

0
CE

LEBRATING
YEARS



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 17–23, 201534    DT

STANDING O

EAST NEW YORK

Three cheers and a hundred huzzas 
to Daryl Johnson, deputy assistant 
vice president of Clinical Operations 
at Community Healthcare Network, 

for hitting his 10-year anniversary at 
the center.

Our borough son is responsible for 
the day-to-day ops of fi ve health cen-
ters, including the Dr. Betty Shabazz 

Health Center, which is just a stone’s 
throw from 
where Daryl 
grew up.

After leav-
ing New York 
to attend the 
University of 
Southern Cal-
ifornia, our 
pal moved 
back home 
to continue 
his education 
and begin a 

career in nonprofi t health services. 
He holds degrees in public administra-
tion and health services administra-
tion from University of Southern Cali-
fornia and Iona College.

Daryl believes in paying back to his 
community.

“I want to give my patients every 
benefi t,” he said.

Very often the people that Daryl 
helps are the same ones he grew up. 
Standing O wishes him a very happy 
10th and many more in service to the 
community.

Community Healthcare Network at 
Dr. Betty Shabazz Health Center [999 
Blake Ave. and Linwood Street in East 
New York, (718) 277–8303].

PROSPECT HEIGHTS

What an impact
Congratulations are in order for 

Brooklyn Community Foundation, 
for being recognized with the “2015 
Impact Award” from the National 

Committee for Responsive Philan-

thropy.

The award recognizes founda-
tions that have shown leadership and 
innovation in solving the country’s 
toughest problems, and honor grant-
makers that practice high-impact phi-
lanthropy in four categories: Grant-
making Public Charity-Community 
Foundation, Small-Midsized Founda-
tion, Large Private Foundation, and 
Corporate Foundation. 

Aaron Dorfman, executive direc-
tor at the Committee explained why 
Brooklyn Community was chosen.

“The Brooklyn Community Foun-
dation, honored in the Community 
Foundation category, is notable for 
‘Brooklyn Insights,’ its 2014 strategic 
planning process that extensively en-

gaged grantees and community mem-
bers to identify the best direction for 
the foundation to take,” he said. 

He added that the New York met-
ropolitan area is a fertile ground for 
grassroots organizing, revealing com-
munities that are eager to lead the 
fi ght for social justice. 

“This foundation is a critical part-
ner in these efforts, especially around 
racial equity, addressing the needs of 
underserved populations and strength-
ening our democracy,” he said.

The foundation can add a Standing 
O to its awards. 

Brooklyn Community Foundation 
[1000 Dean St. between Classon and 
Franklin avenues in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 480–7500].

BOROUGH WIDE

Walking on sunshine
Project Sunshine celebrated Na-

tional Volunteer Month by honoring 
its dedicated corps of volunteers who 

bring free recreational, educational 
and social programming to hospital-
ized children in the city, across the 
country, and overseas.

Project Sunshine volunteers serve 
children at the Brookdale University 

Hospital and Medical Center, The 

Brooklyn Hospital Center, Brook-

lyn Plaza Medical Center, Coney 

Island Hospital, Lutheran Medical 

Center, Maimonides Medical Cen-

ter, Woodhull Medical and Mental 

Health Center.

“National Volunteer Month is the 
perfect opportunity to honor our vol-
unteers’ impact on the lives of children 
facing medical challenges and their 
families,” said Beatrice Kernan, ex-
ecutive director of Project Sunshine. 
“It is a time for Project Sunshine to say 
‘thank you’ to the thousands of com-
passionate individuals who are truly 
the heart of the organization and make 
our programs possible.”

Standing O says, “Thanks, Project 
Sunshine.”

SUNSET PARK

Urge to merge
Did Lutheran Medical Center 

take NYU Langone to be lawfully af-
fi liated? Yes they did. Lutheran Medi-
cal Center has offi cially fulfi lled the 
urge to merge with NYU Langone and 
will now be formally known as NYU 
Lutheran.

“We are extremely excited to affi li-
ate with the great faculty and staff at 
NYU Langone,” said NYU Lutheran 
president and CEO Wendy Goldstein. 
“This new chapter for Lutheran is an 
important step in delivering the high-
est quality care possible to one of the 
New York City metropolitan area’s 
most diverse communities.”

Dr. Robert Grossman, dean and 
CEO at NYU Langone approves the af-
fi liation.

“Bringing world class care to the 
communities where our patients live 
and work is the collective mission of 
these two great institutions,” he said. 
“This new health system is a signifi -
cant step towards realizing this objec-
tive.”

Standing O is excited too and offers 
a toast to the medical giants for a long 
and successful merger.

Lutheran Medical Center [150 55th 
St. at First Avenue in Sunset Park, 
(718) 630–7000].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BOROUGH WIDE

Spice Girls look out, there’s a new 
group in town to take you down! 
One of the borough’s own is heading 
to stardom as the newest member of 
new girl group Hype Girlz.

Public School 236 fi fth grader 
Leah “Chic” Rose is a straight 
A student and one heck of a fund-
raiser for St. Jude’s Children’s Hos-
pital. She is also a singing sensation 
and major vocal talent. 

Together with Punk Presley, 

Rebel Paige, Hipster Zariah and 
Olivia Sparkles, Hype Girlz has 
hit the stratosphere and has more 
than 21,000 hits on YouTube with 
its break-out song “Stand Up.” The 
girls are presently fi lming a web se-
ries and were signed by Awesome-
ness TV — awesome!

Standing O is so excited for the 
group and knows it’s only a matter 
of time before Hype Girlz is on the 
stage performing at the Grammys.

BOROUGH WIDE

Can I get an O?
Standing O is solving the puz-

zle. Borough daughter Linda 

Uko scored big with a couple of 
vowels on “Wheel of Fortune,” 

when she appeared during San-

dals Resort Week on April 6. 
The biomedical engineer, who en-
joys making jewelry in her spare 
time, slammed the competition 
and won more than $40,000 in 
cash and prizes, including a trip 
to Jamaica. 

Linda and her mom have 
been avid “Wheel” watchers for 
the past 20 years, so she had lots 
of practice buying those vowels 
and letters. She plans to use the 
gelt to have the “wedding of her 
dreams.” 

Standing O sends congratula-
tions and one big O, too!

GIRLZ RULE!: The Hype Girlz band members Rebel Paige, Punk Presley, Brooklyn’s 
own Chic Leah Rose, Hipster Zariah, and Olivia Sparkles. 

It’s no ‘Hype’ — it’s the real deal

10 years and counting in public service
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 
Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM…an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 
without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an unex-
pected result of space travel - Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without it. After 
investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 
there were decompressive forces on the interverte-
bral discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 
you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 
pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better - and this is the key - a negative pressure is 
created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 
herniated material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation suf-
ferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-
ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-
erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 
or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM

Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org
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• ‘I want to show the 
college coaches that I 
can do it.’

• ‘I trained like a 
champion.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Peter “Kid Chocolate” Quillin 
missed out on a title shot by 
not making weight for his Bar-
clays Center bout, and then 
cost himself a victory by fail-
ing to capitalize on a fast start 
against champion Andy Lee.

“You can’t have the perfect 
story,” he said. 

Quillin, a Downtown resi-
dent, knocked Lee down twice 
in the fi rst three rounds with 
vicious power punches, but 
was out-boxed the rest of the 
way, according to the judges. 
Lee sent Quillin to the mat 
in the seventh and rallied for 
a draw in the co-main event 
of the fi rst Premier Boxing 
Champions card broadcast 
on NBC from Barclays Center 
last Saturday night. 

One judge scored the bout 
113–112 for Quillin, another 
113–112 for Lee and the last a 
113-113 draw. 

This paper scored the fi ght 
113–112 in favor of Quillin, 
who returned to the ring after 
a year layoff. 

“I trained like a cham-
pion,” Quillin said. “Unfortu-
nately we got a walk and had 
to walk off with the draw.”

Even if Quillin (23–0–1, 22 
knockouts) had won, he would 
not have gained the World 
Boxing Organization mid-
dleweight championship. He 
missed the 160-pound limit 
twice at 161.4 and then 160.6 
pounds two hours later at the 
weigh in. 

“I never had nothing like 
this happen,” Quillin said. 
“It’s something I am going to 
have to learn to deal with.” 

Lee (34–2–1, 24 knockouts) 
began to rally after the sixth 
round. He dropped Quillin 
for the fi rst time in his career 
in the seventh. He ultimately 
landed more punches and jabs 
than Quillin, and three less 
power punches, according to 

the Compubox stats. 
Williamsburg’s Col-

lazo makes quick work of 

Degollado: Luis Collazo heard 
the doubters after he lost to 
Amir Kahn nearly a year ago 
in a World Boxing Association 
International welterweight ti-
tle fi ght. The 33-year-old Wil-
liamsburg native made sure to 
show them he wasn’t done yet 
in his fi rst bout since the loss. 
Collazo earned a technical 
knockout victory over 26-year-
old Chris Degollado at the 1:46 
mark of the second round on 
the undercard of the April 11 
Barclays Center fi ght night.

“A lot of media said I was 
fi nished already, so I might be 
the weakest link in the welter-
weight division,” Collazo said 
with smile. “I’m here.”

He hurt Delgollado (12–5-0 
10 knockouts) with a strong 
left hook before punching him 
into the corner. From there 
Collazo (36–6–0, 19 knockouts) 
landed a stiff right before an-
other left hook. A left upper-
cut eventually forced a stop to 
the fi ght. Collazo said he took 
so much time away to see if he 
still had the fi re to compete. 
He decided he does, and wants 
to get back to being considered 

a title contender again. 
“All the top guys,” Collazo 

said. “I don’t call anyone out. 
All the top guys who want to 
fi ght me, I’m here.”   

Hardy dejected after 

no-contest: Gerritsen Beach 
native Heather “The Heat” 
Hardy remained undefeated, 
but she did not earn a victory 
in her World Boxing Council 
International super-bantam-
weight bout with Renata Dom-
sodi (12–6, 5 knockouts). The 
fi ght was ruled a no-contest 
after an accidental head butt 
opened up a nasty cut over 
Domsodi’s eye late in the third 
round. 

The ringside physician 
halted the contest at the 1:57 
mark of the third and it was 
called a no-contest because 
the match had not gone a full 
four rounds. Hardy (12–0, 2 
knockouts) said she ducked 
too low and Domsodi came 
forward too strong. As soon 
as she saw the blood she knew 
there could be an issue. 

 “There is that, ‘Are you 
kidding me?’ ” Hardy said.

A discouraged Hardy said 
that calling her mood “disap-
pointed” would be the under-

BY PATRICK MCCORMACKCO
Archbishop Molloy’s Amanda 
Zeni proved to be too much 
for Fontbonne Hall. 

The Bonnies threat-
end twice to break through 
against the Molloy senior 
only to come up empty both 
times. Zeni, who missed most 
of last year because of injury, 
allowed just four hits, to 
hand Fontbonne a 4–0 defeat 
in Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association Brooklyn-
Queens softball at McGuire 
Fields on April 13. 

“Amanda is a good 
player,” said Bonnies coach 
Frank Marinello. “Amanda 
has been there for the last 
four years. She’s a senior — 
she knows how to pitch.”

Molloy got all the runs it 
needed in the top of the sec-
ond inning.  Stanners catcher 
Victoria Brown went one-for-
three with three runs batted 
in. With the bases loaded and 
no outs, she drilled a triple 
deep into center fi eld off Bon-
nies ace Bianca Marletta. It 
cleared the bases to give Mol-
loy a 3–0 lead. Brown said she 
went up to the plate just try-
ing to help her team get an 
early lead. 

“I just try to hit for the 
team,” she said. “I am looking 
to drive the ball, looking for 
a single, nothing more, to get 
one base to help the team out.” 

Fontbonne looked like 
it would fi nally get to Zeni 
in the bottom of the fourth. 
With one out, Marletta 
smacked a triple to right 
fi eld. Zeni then got cleanup 
hitter Ariana Dillon to drib-
ble the ball back to her with 
Marletta trying to score. 
Zeni fi elded the ball and 
threw it to Brown to cut her 
down at the plate. 

“Anyone in their order 
can hit the ball,” Zeni said, 
“so you just need to be on top 
of your game and just pitch 
where you are told and hit 
your spots.” 

After the Stanners es-
caped the jam, Allie Klesin 
hit a pinch-hit single to cen-
ter to give Molloy a 4–0 lead 
in the top of the fi fth. The 
Bonnies threatened again in 
the bottom of the sixth, with 
runners on fi rst and second 
and one out.

Zeni again remained calm 
under pressure. Dillon hit a 
ground out to third and Zeni 
struck out Natalie Lacognata 
to end the inning. 

“I’ve grown up learning 
to worry about the batter, not 
worry about who is on base, 
and it helps me get through 
the inning,” said Zeni, who 
had four strikeouts.

Marletta allowed just 
three earned runs on seven 

— Nazareth’s Niya Johnson on her new 
commitment to physical conditioning

— Boxer Peter “Kid Chocolate” Quillin 
on his preparation for his April 11 bout 

at Barclays Center 

Continued on page 40 Continued on page 40

SHE’S OUT: Catcher Jill Nixon gets the out.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

WAITING IT OUT: Left, Peter Quillin looks for an opportunity to land a 
punch against Andy Lee in the co-main event.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Bonnies shut out 
by Zeni, Molloy 

Brooklyn brawlers
Quillin handed draw in night of mixed 

results for slate of borough boxers



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 17-23, 201538    DT

B asketball season is fi -
nally in our review 
mirror after the Jor-

dan Brand Classic at Bar-
clays Center on Friday, 
and the weather appears to 
warming up. That means 
spring is fi nally here, and 
with it another baseball 
and softball season. 

There are plenty of sto-
rylines to look forward to for 
2015. Here is a look at what is 
in store in Brooklyn: 

1) Xaverian looks to 

become fi rst back-to-back 

Catholic winner since 

1978

Winning consecutive 
Catholic baseball titles has 
become one of the hardest 
things to do in New York City 
high school sports. The last 
team to do it was Archbishop 
Molloy with coach Jack Cur-
ran in 1978. All others since 
then have tried and failed to 
navigate the grueling play-
off format to another crown. 
What’s on Xaverian’s side is 
that it won its fi rst title a year 
earlier than expected last 
season, in what coach Frank 
Del George called a rebuild-
ing year. Expectations are 
much different this year — 
with its talented junior core 
now seniors — including Rob 
Amato and Anthony Scotti. 
The Clippers got a taste of 
how hard it can be to repeat 
with a 4–3 loss to St. Francis 
Prep on Monday. 

2) Melvin Martinez re-

turns to the Grand Street 

baseball bench 
Martinez ,one of the best 

and most colorful coaches 
in the city, is back after a 
full season away. He took a 
year off because of health 
issues that included loss of 
hearing in his right ear, a 
seizure and a torn muscle 
in his arm. Martinez led the 
Wolves to a Public School 
Athletic League title in 2012, 
and was still around the 
team sporadically a year ago 
as his brother Steve coached 
the Wolves to the semifi nals. 
Grand Street is off to a 4–0 
start this season. 

3) Poly Prep baseball 

is on the drive for fi ve-

straight crowns

Poly Prep has been at 

the top of the city’s baseball 
landscape in recent years, 
winning an unprecedented 
four-straight private school 
state baseball crowns. The 
roster keeps turning over, 
and Poly keeps turning out 
titles. Poly Prep, led by Nick 
Storz, Andrew Ehrenberg, 
and Anthony Prado, is 6–1 
in the early season, its lone 
loss to Brunswick (N.J.). 
Can Poly secure a half-de-
cade of dominance?

4) Madison softball 

looks to take next step

Last season marked a re-
turn to prominence for the 
Knights behind ace Isabella 
Gerone and a young nucleus 
including sophomore Saman-
tha Mendelsohn. Madison 
won the Brooklyn A division 
title and reached its fi rst Pub-
lic School Athletic League 
semifi nals since 2011. A run 
at the tile game and champi-
onship is not out of the ques-
tion for this group.

5) Fontbonne softball 

turns the page to new era

The Bonnies graduated 
a very special group of se-
niors led by Nicolette Tra-
pani and Maria Serrantino 
who brought the school its 
fi rst Brooklyn-Queens di-
ocesan title in 2013. Font-
bonne still has plenty of 
talent, including Ariana 
Dillon and Bianca Mar-
letta, but it will need to 
have new faces emerge if 
it is going to make another 
run at the title in a deep 
and talented league. 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Brooklyn produced one of its best girls’ basket-
ball seasons in recent history this year. South 
Shore won the program’s fi rst Public School 
Athletic League Class AA crown and become 
the fi rst Brooklyn school to do so since Paul 
Robeson in 1991.  The Vikings beat borough ri-
val Grand Street Campus in the fi nal. 

Over in the Catholic League, Bishop Lough-
lin put the rest of the city on notice. The young 
Lions squad was arguably the city’s best team 
until it struggled a bit down the stretch. Naza-
reth, on the other hand, used a late charge to 
capture the CHSAA state Class A title and state 
Federation Class A crown. St. Edmund won its 
fi rst diocesan title since 2002 and Brooklyn 
College Academy took home the public schools’ 
Class B crown. 

Plenty of great players made this historic 
season happen, and here is a look at the bor-
ough’s best:

All-Brooklyn Girls’ Basketball Player 

of the Year: Brianna Fraser, South Shore
The Maryland-bound forward fi nished her 

four years as a Viking with the best season of 
her career. Fraser was named the fi rst McDon-
ald’s All-American in school history on her 
way to leading South Shore to its fi rst PSAL 
Class AA city title. She went on to score a Fed-
eration tournament record 46 points in a semi-
fi nal loss to Christ the King. Fraser carried the 
Vikings in the playoffs and averaged 16 points 
and 11 rebounds in league play.  

All-Brooklyn Girls’ Basketball Coach of 

the Year: Anwar Gladden
Gladden, who is in his 13th season coaching 

the Vikings, fi nally ended years of frustration. 
South Shore had lost in its fi rst fi ve trips to the 
city title game before fi nally bringing home 
the crown this year. Gladden softened his ap-

proach this season and perfectly blended his 
talented underclassmen and experienced vet-
erans around Brianna Fraser. South Shore 
won 12-straight games at one point. 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Niya Johnson’s next goal af-
ter winning the state title is to 
bring her physical condition-
ing up to the same high level 
as her skills.

The Nazareth junior girls’ 
basketball star knows college 
coaches have questioned com-
mitment to the game because 
of her fi tness, and realized 
this season how much more 
she will help the Lady Kings-
men if she improves, accord-
ing to her coach. 

“She has been getting some 
words from some coaches,” 
Nazareth coach Ron Kelley 
said. “She can go faster. She 
can play harder.”

The need for a change be-
came clear even in the best 
season of Johnson’s career. 

She became Nazareth’s un-
questioned leader after the 
graduation of fi ve seniors 
who went on to play Division 
I basketball. She was the most 
valuable player when the Lady 
Kingsmen won the state Fed-
eration Class A tile in Albany 
in March. Still, Johnson knew 
she wasn’t playing her best. 

“I knew when the ball 
bounced in front of me I was so 
tired,” she said. “I knew if I was 
in better shape I would be able to 
go grab it.” 

Johnson vowed to do bet-
ter the minute the fi nal buzzer 
sounded at UAlbany, telling 
Kelley she planned to hit the 
gym. As her fi nal travel ball 
season with Exodus gets set to 
start, she wants to lose weight, 

2015 All-Brooklyn girls’ basketball honors

MAXIMIZING POTENTIAL: Naza-
reth junior Niya Johnson wants to 
get in better shape over her fi nal 
summer with her Exodus travel 
team. Photo by Robert Cole 

Best of the Borough

Nazareth’s Johnson vows 
to shape up for last season

Spring sports 
come with plenty 

to watch for

VI-QUEEN: South Shore’s Brianna Fraser is our pick 
for All-Brooklyn Girls’ Basketball Player of the Year. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on page 40

Continued on page 40
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$2,500
up to 

BRING IN THIS VOUCHER TODAY!

To be used towards your 
first two car payments 
when you buy from us!
Voucher has no cash value and cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Current vehicle must be in equity position. All current incentives assigned 
to dealer. See store for details. Offer expires 4/30/2015.

2740 Nostrand Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11210

s13588vw

My name is Tony Urrutia, and I am the General Manager of Plaza Auto Mall coming to you today with a huge 
o�er that’s valid now through April 30th, 2015 Only! We will give you up to $2,500 towards your �rst two car 
payments when you buy from us! Come check out our huge inventory of Hondas, Hyundais, KIAs, Toyotas, and 
Acuras…as well as over 300 pre�owned cars! We are Brooklyn’s largest auto dealership, and that means if you 
need credit, WE CAN SHOW YOU AN APPROVAL!

I look forward to seeing you at any of our four locations on Nostrand Avenue in Brooklyn. And please DO NOT 
WAIT, this is a time sensitive o�er that expires on April 30th, 2015! Please call to schedule an appointment today 
at 855-979-0236.

Tony Urrutia 
General Manager 
Plaza Auto Mall 
2740 Nostrand Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11210 
855-979-0236

Attention Local Residents!  
YOU MAY NOT HAVE TO MAKE YOUR NEXT TWO CAR PAYMENTS,  
come let Plaza Auto Mall make them for you!
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BRINGING THE HEAT: Heather “The Heat” Hardy wasn’t happy after 
coming away with a no contest against Renata Domsodi.  
 Photo by Steven Schnibbe

statement of the year. She 
was in total control of the 
fi ght and was ahead in points 
through two rounds. Hardy 
believed Domsodi could have 
continued if she wanted to.

“I felt like I had her to the 

point where she was going 
down, and then that head 
butt and 10 seconds to fi nish 
the round she quit,” Hardy 
said.

Sunset Park welterweight 
Gabriel Bracero fell via 
unanimous decision to Felix 
Diaz in the fi nal fi ght of the 
night in his fi rst appearance 
at Barclays Center.  

Continued from page 37 

BOXING

All-Brooklyn First 

Team:

Guard Amanda Cruz, 
South Shore 

Brianna Fraser may have 
dominated the scoring column 
for the Vikings, but Cruz was 
equally important. The senior 
orchestrated the offense, kept 
turnovers down and was one 
of the league’s top defenders. 
South Shore wasn’t the same 
team with Cruz (8.6 points 
and 4.0 assists) in foul trouble 
against Christ the King.  

Forward Shanique Ed-
wards, Grand Street

The Nazareth transfer’s 
presence led Grand Street to 
become a city title contender. 
The skilled junior averaged 
14.7 points and 11.8 rebounds 
during the regular season. 
She scored 25 points in a quar-
terfi nal win over Midwood. 
Edwards’s toughness inside 
made her a handful to deal 
with and gave the Wolves the 
post star it lacked. 

Guard Niya Johnson, Naz-
areth 

Johnson came into her own 
this year after Nazareth grad-
uated fi ve Division I players. 
The junior guard averaged 
21 points and 10 rebounds per 
game, but did her best work 
in the playoffs. Her leader-
ship raised the game of her 
teammates as Nazareth won 
the state Federation Class A 
crown.  

Guard Milicia Reid, Bishop 
Loughlin

Reid immediately became 
the leader of a talented young 
Lions team after transferring 
from Murry Bergtraum. The 
sophomore averaged 14 points 
and 4.8 assists per game and 
was usually the catalyst of big 
Lions runs. Loughlin earned a 

second-place fi nish in Brook-
lyn-Queens.

Guard Darieli Abreu, 
Grand Street

The senior returned to 
form after a car accident cost 
Abreu her entire junior sea-
son. She averaged 15 points 
and four assists during the 
regular season despite a slow 
start. Her fearless play pro-
vided a stellar example to her 
teammates during a run to the 
city fi nal.

All-Brooklyn Second 

Team:

Guard Kiana Clark, Bishop 
Loughlin

Clark established herself 
as one of the best playmak-
ing and shooting guards in 
the city. The senior averaged 
nine points, three assists and 
three steals per contest. She 
also took on the task of being 
the veteran voice on a young 
Lions club.

Forward Zaria Dorsey, 
Bishop Loughlin

The talented freshman 
gave the city a taste of what is 
to come. Dorsey can dominate 
the paint and step out and hit 
the mid-range jumper. She av-
eraged seven points and fi ve 
rebounds per game during a 
season that showed how prom-
ising a player she is. 

Forward Erkyah Russell, 
Nazareth 

Russell found her confi -
dence late in the season and 
Nazareth became a much dif-
ferent team because of it. Rus-
sell was the most-valuable 
player in the state Federation 
Class A tournament after tal-
lying 17 points and grabbing 
12 rebounds in the title game.

Forward Danielle Patter-
son, Medgar Evers

The super sophomore con-
tinued to show why she is one 
of the city’s best all-around 
players. Patterson averaged 
17 points and seven rebounds 
a game and led Medgar Evers 
to its fi rst-ever Class AA play-
off victory. 

Guard Jai Moore, Mid-
wood

Moore is one of the city’s 
unheralded stars. The junior 
can fl at-out shoot and score 
from anywhere on the fl oor. 
The athletic wing averaged 15 
points and four rebounds per 
game in league play. 

Honorable Mentions

Guard Arelis Cora, Grand 
Street 

Guard Kyla Formey, Mid-
wood 

Guard Shalix Hines, Naza-
reth

Forward Alexandra 
Jacques, St. Edmund

Center Jen Kaye, Bishop 
Kearney

Guard Ashley McDonald, 
South Shore

Guard Kellie O’Neill, St. 
Edmund

Forward Skydajah Patter-
son, Bishop Loughlin 

Guard Kania Pollack, Boys 
& Girls 

Forward Shanniah 
Wright, Poly Prep 

hits and struck out eight. Her 
team went down early and 
couldn’t scratch its way back 
against one of the city’s top 
teams. 

Marinello said his team 
played well, but made a few 

mistakes that cost them the 
game. 

“Molloy is a good team,” 
he said. “They are one of 
the teams that will compete 
for the state fi nal. I’ve said 
it a million times you can’t 
blink against good teams. 
You blink against good 
teams and you are going to 
fall behind.”

tone up, and joking added 
she’d like to grow two inches 
as well.

“It made me want to 
change my body because I do 
love the game a lot,” the 5-foot-
10 Johnson said.  “I want to 
show the college coaches that 
I can do it.”

There are plenty of col-
lege coaches who love her 
game, despite the naysayers. 
Johnson is prolifi c scorer, 
having already reached the 
1,000-point mark after three 
seasons. Johnson tallied 25 
points in a win over Cardi-
nal Spellman in the Catholic 
High School Athletic Associ-
ation Class AA semifi nals. 

Johnson has scholarship 
offers from Virginia Tech, 
Georgia Tech, George Wash-
ington, Wake Forest, Rut-
gers, and Virginia Common-
wealth. She also has interest 
from Vanderbilt. Kelley be-
lieves she has plenty more to 
show the coaches. Getting in 
better shape will only bring 

the other aspects of her game 
to the forefront. 

“I think the sky is the limit 
for her,” he said. “She can 
score 30 now, but I think it’s 
defense. It’s running hard. It 
is cutting. It’s all the little de-
tails the college coaches are 
looking for.” 

Johnson’s added motiva-
tion is that she wants this up-
coming summer and season 
to be her best. She is the last 
big-time player brought to 
Exodus by its former leader 
and coach Apache Paschall, 
who died of a heart attack in 
2012. Johnson wants to add 
her name to the list of great 
guards to come through the 
program, like Bianca Cue-
vas, Jen O’Neill, Brianna 
Butler and Sammy Prahalis 
before her.  

She wants to go out on at 
the top of her game and in the 
best possible condition. 

“I believe I am going to 
feel lighter on my feet, and I 
am going to be able to do more 
than what I can do now,” 
Johnson said. “I am going to 
be able to do everything I am 
doing now much better.”

Continued from page 37 
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ALL-BROOKLYN

GLAD TO BE HERE: South Shore 
coach Anwar Gladden is our pick 
for All-Brooklyn Girls’ Basketball 
Coach of the Year. 
 Photo by Damion Reid

CRUZ CONTROL: Amanda Cruz of 
South Shore is a top pick for our 
All-Brooklyn Girls’ Basketball First 
Team. Photo by Robert Cole

NEW LEADERSHIP: Milicia Reid of Bishop Loughlin took on a leadership 
role this year that earned her a spot on our All-Brooklyn Girls’ Basketball 
First Team. Photo by Gina Palermo
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PRE-OWNED OUTLET

888-847-1024
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM
See dealer for details. All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Offers exp 4/30/15.

THE BAY RIDGE AUTOMOTIVE 
PRE-OWNED OUTLET 

8904 5TH AVE 
BROOKLYN, NY 11209

2014 Nissan Altima S 

CVT, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
15,425 Miles, 
STK P1447
$18,345

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
24,286 Miles, 
STK P1393
$23,995

2014 Toyota RAV4 XLE AWD

Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
2,126 Miles, 
STK P1456
$26,495

2010 Nissan Sentra S

CVT, 2.0L 4 Cyl, 
26,533 Miles, 
STK T1493
$10,995

2013 Toyota Corolla LE

Ask about our low-mileage
special program cars!

Manual, 1.8L 4 Cyl, STK P1451, Keyless Entry, Bluetooth

$20,995

2012 Nissan Sentra SR

CVT, 2.0L 4 Cyl, 
12,446 Miles, 
STK P1443
$15,696

2014 Toyota Camry LE

Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
6,083 Miles, 
STK P1455
$19,495

2012 Honda Odyssey EX-L

Auto, 3.5L V6, 
23,231 Miles, 
STK T1464
$25,995

2013 Honda Accord Sport
Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 
17,804 Miles, 
STK P7840

$19,995

2013 Toyota RAV4 LE
Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
38,020 Miles, 
STK P1462

$20,995

2014 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4
Auto, 4.0L V6, 
10,314 Miles, 
STK P1445

$28,495

2014 Toyota Camry SE
Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
13,001 Miles, 
STK P1449

$19,895

2014 Ford Fusion SE
Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
10,950 Miles, 
STK T1515

$16,995

Pre-Owned

the

Pre-Owned

the

ONLY 
1,465 MILES!

8904 5TH AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 11209

ONLY 
1,465 MILES!

BUY NEW AT 

PRE-OWNED PRICES!BUY NEW AT 

PRE-OWNED PRICES!
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