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BY MAX JAEGER
It may be these cats’ fi nal stop.

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority is conspiring to starve a 
colony of feral cats living in a Benson-
hurst subway station, according to lo-
cals trying to feed them. 

Cat-loving Bensonhursters has been 
lobbying for permission to remove the 
kitties for years, but the authority 
won’t give them access to the property 
beyond the platform of the N train’s 
Bay Parkway station. 

Now the transportation monolith 
is even blocking caretakers’ efforts to 
feed the helpless animals, causing the 
cat lovers to bristle.

“It’s animal abuse,” said Jose Hi-
dalgo, a retired teacher and cat res-
cuer. “The MTA wants to starve them. 
Their philosophy is if they starve them, 
they’ll get rid of them.”

The colony sits atop a small plat-
form above subway tracks and adjacent 
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
They have a license to 
grill!

Prospect Park is cook-
ing up a new legal barbecu-
ing area after neighbors on 
the Prospect-Lefferts Gar-
dens side of the park clam-
ored for more places to get 
their grill on.

The new location, a 
patch of grass near the cor-
ner of Lincoln Road and 
East Drive, will provide 
an accessible, aboveboard 
cookout spot for the neigh-
borhoods bordering a side 
of the park that has long 
lacked the plentiful sanc-
tioned grilling zones near 

Park Slope, Windsor Ter-
race, and Ditmas Park, a 
park representative said.

“Previously there were 
not as many barbecue ar-
eas on the east end of the 
park,” said Prospect Park 
Alliance spokeswoman 
Grace McCreight. “Since 

BY MAX JAEGER
A Sunset Park teen who was 
beaten by police and then falsely 
accused of being the aggressor is 
suing the city and several police 
offi cers. 

Cops roughed up and arrested 
17-year-old Enrique Del Rosario 
and accused him of attacking an 
offi cer during a June 2014 street 
festival, but prosecutors dropped 
the charges after police admitted 
their witness’s testimony was bo-
gus. 

The teen is suing the city for 
compensation, as well as four 
named offi cers and fi ve unnamed 
offi cers for punitive damages on 
the grounds they falsely impris-
oned him and conspired to frame 
him, according to a complaint 
fi led in Brooklyn federal court on 
April 14.

“Enrique Del Rosario’s rights 
were violated when he was vio-
lently beaten and arrested by of-
fi cers of the New York City Police 
Department, who unconstitution-
ally and without any legal basis 
seized, detained, and arrested 
him, and subjected him to exces-
sive force and excessively and 

BY MAX JAEGER
They’re turning over a new 
page on an old master.

A band of Brooklyn au-
thors are celebrating late 
Bay Ridge literary giant 
Gilbert Sorrentino’s birth-
day by reading from his 
canon at St. Joseph’s Col-
lege on April 27. A Ridge-
born publishing executive 

said it is all part of his on-
going plan to start a Sor-
rentino renaissance among 
the borough’s bookish.

“I kept on waiting for a 
Sorrentino revival to start 
— especially given the fact 
that Brooklyn has become 
this almost cliche of a red-
hot literary territory — so 

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 6Continued on page 3

Continued on page 2

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 17 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CHAR GNAR: Alberto Bar-
rero of Bensonhurst grills in 
Prospect Park. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Ridge Bard honored Grill baby grill in P’Park

Lawsuit 
for bogus 

arrest Locals say MTA 
trying to kill 
ferel kitties

CATASTROPHE

CAT-AND-MOUSE GAME: Jose Hidalgo and fellow cat advocates have to toss food up to a feral cat perch in the 
N train’s Bay Parkway Station, now that the Metropolitan Transportation Authority boarded up a fence he once 
reached through to feed adorable furballs like Old Gray, inset. Photos by Elizabeth Graham
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Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
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6 DAYS

unreasonably prolonged, 
unnecessary, and punitive 
detention,” the complaint 
states.

Cops picked up Del Rosa-
rio as he was fi lming their 
clash with revellers on Fifth 
Avenue during Puerto Ri-
can Day festivities on June 
8. Police accused Del Rosa-
rio of trying to take a police 
baton and attacking a cop, 
but  prosecutors dropped 
the charges in March af-
ter police admitted the of-
fi cer who swore testimony 
against Del Rosario wasn’t 
even present during the al-
leged attack . 

Suing the fi ve unnamed 
offi cers will force the city 
to make their identities 
known, the youth’s attor-
ney said.

After his arrest, police 
held Del Rosario, a minor, 
for more than 30 hours 
without alerting his par-
ents, causing his mother 
a lot of heartache, the suit 
claims.

“The fact that her son 
didn’t come home was re-
ally terrifying for [Del Ro-
sario’s mother] and for En-
rique as well, who had this 
very traumatic experience 
and wasn’t able to contact 
his family,” said attorney 
Rebecca Heinegg.

Heinegg subpoenaed po-
lice department security 

camera footage from the 
time of Enrique’s arrest — 
and police watchdog group 
El Grito de Sunset Park re-
quested the tape through 
a Freedom of Information 
Law request — but the city 
said it couldn’t fi nd the foot-
age, according to Heinegg, 
and a letter the department 
sent El Grito director Den-
nis Flores.

Video shot by Del Rosa-
rio and other members of 
El Grito shows police sav-
aging the youth, and Hei-
negg expects the city to set-
tle the case out of court, she 
said.

“These cases rarely go 
to trial, because they can 
be disastrous for the city,” 
she said.

Continued from cover
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to stairs near the station’s 
Avenue O entrance. Care-
takers used to slip cat food 
through gaps between the 
stairs and the station walls, 
but on April 9 Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity workers essentially en-
tombed the cats, covering 
the gaps with wire mesh, 
said Austin Torres, who 
feeds the ferals along with 
his sister Mary Ann.

Now Torres and Hidalgo 
are reduced to lobbing cold 
cuts up to the cats’ stair-
way-adjacent perch from 
the platform below to save 
them from certain death 
inside the cat-a-combs.

The authority denied al-
legations it aims to starve 
out the cat colony, saying 
through a spokeswoman 
that it installed the mesh 
merely to prevent litter 
from accumulating.

This is not the fi rst time 
the borough’s cat caregiv-
ers have accused a faceless 
bureaucracy of trying to 
put the kibosh on Brook-
lyn’s cutest street-dwellers. 
 The National Park Service 
almost sent dozens of cats 
to their deaths last year 
when it threatened to dis-
mantle a kittie shanty town 
in Plumb Beach.  

Hidalgo admits that just 
feeding the cats isn’t a per-
manent solution, and he 
has been trying to liberate 
the colony for years, but the 
authority won’t give him 
access he needs to lay traps, 
he said. 

Instead, Hidalgo has 
managed to pull the young-

est kitties to freedom 
through the gaps — before 
the authority sealed them, 
he said.

“Through a space of four 
inches I was able — with a 
rod and rope — to rope the 
babies,” Hidalgo said.

The self-proclaimed 
“cat cowboy” has wrangled 
and found homes for about 
30 kittens this way, he said, 
noting that no kittens were 
harmed in the process.

 Feline rescue organiza-
tion Ferals in Peril helps 
Hidalgo neuter the new-
borns at a Bensonhurst 
black car dispatch , he said. 

But a handful of adult 
cats remain, because they 
were too big to fi t through 
the now-sealed breaches. 
Hidalgo wants the author-
ity to let him set humane 
cage traps so he can perma-
nently remove the animals 
from the precarious prop-
erty. He has lobbied station 
managers and called 511 — 
the authority’s help line — 
to no avail, he said.

A spokeswoman for the 

authority clams it has not 
received any requests to re-
move the cats. 

But in the past, the au-
thority has suspended ser-
vice to rescue animals in 
danger, she said, citing  a 
2013 incident that halted 
trains along the B and Q 
lines in Brooklyn when 
two kittens wandered onto 
the tracks . 

“If animals are spotted 
on our property or tracks, 
we try our best to remove 
them without causing them 
injury,” said spokeswoman 
Marisa Baldeo.

The coterie of cat lovers 
will press on with attempts 
to liberate the entombed 
kitties, and has already 
found homes for the re-
maining mousers — even 
though feral cats are noto-
riously aloof, even by feline 
standards, Hidalgo said. 
But he doesn’t mind their 
stand-offi shness.

“As long as they use the 
litter box, they don’t have 
to sit on my lap,” he said.

Continued from cover

CATS

TRAPPED LIKE A CAT: Jose Hidalgo used a mirror, a rope, and a 
steady hand to rescue kittens through a gap in a train station wall 
— until the Metropolitan Transportation Authority covered the gap 
with wire mesh. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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I kept on waiting for all the 
Brooklyn writers to dis-
cover this native Brooklyn 
author, but they haven’t 
yet,” said author and Dou-
bleday editor Gerry How-
ard, who grew up on Fourth 
Avenue near 78th Street.

Howard discovered 
Sorrentino when he re-
luctantly returned to Bay 
Ridge after graduating 
from Cornell University, he 
said. He dreaded the pros-
pect of laying roots in what 
he thought of as a parochial 
backwater, but reading Sor-
rentino’s treatment of the 
neighborhood in his 1970 
novel “Steelwork” helped 
change his perspective.

“I didn’t really know 
that writers came from Bay 
Ridge, let alone write superb 
novels about it, and it just 
blew me away,” he said. “He 
was very clear-eye and un-
sentimental. His characters 
— a lot of them — were very 
alive and vividly rendered 
but a lot of them also seemed 
a bit trapped by their cir-
cumstances and limited in 
their outlook. But he was 
never snobby or superior 
about it — he had a real feel 
for working-class life and 
that’s not very common in 
American literature.”

Sorrentino was born in 
Bay Ridge in 1929 and at-
tended PS 102 with child-

hood friend and fellow au-
thor Hubert Selby Jr. He 
taught at several colleges, 
including Stanford Uni-
versity, before retiring to 
Bay Ridge. He died there in 
2006.

Howard partnered with 
Fort Greene’s Greenlight 
Bookstore to organize the 
event — the book purvey-
ors pulled strings to secure 
the venue, and Howard 
pulled together the talent, 
said store owner Jessica 
Stockton Bagnulo. 

Readers slated for the 
birthday bash include 
award-winning novelist 
Don DeLillo, Sorrentino’s 
son Christopher,  and “Ma-
rine Park” author Mark 
Chiusano . Chiusano, a Ma-
rine Park native, said he 
also identifi ed with Sorren-

tino’s passages about living 
in a far-fl ung part of Brook-
lyn.

“I came to Sorrentino 
through ‘The Moon and 
its Flight’ — a story about 
a young guy who’s sorely, 
sickly in love, who lives in 
Brooklyn and is sad about 
that and wants to move 

to Manhattan,” he said. 
“Growing up in Brooklyn, 
it resonated with me.”

Howard and  Ridge 
scribe Henry Stewart  will 
also lead a walking tour of 
the neighborhood on May 
3, passing by some of Sor-
rentino’s old haunts and 
capping the walk off with 

a thin-crust slice reminis-
cent of Sorrentino’s favor-
ite pizzeria Lento’s, which 
has closed. Like the read-
ing, the tour is gratis, How-
ard said.

“You’ll have to pay for 
your pizza, but that aside, 
this is a public service,” 
he said.

Gilbert Sorrentino 
Birthday Tribute at St. 
Joseph’s College, Tuohy 
Hall [245 Clinton Ave. be-
tween Dekalb Avenue and 
Willoughby Street in Clin-
ton Hill, www.greenlight-
bookstore.com, (718) 246–
0200]. April 27 at 7:30 pm. 
Free.

BY MAX JAEGER
He’s the greatest Bay Ridge author 
you’ve never heard of, lit fans say. 

Sorrentino was born and died 
in Bay Ridge, and turned a lovingly 
critical eye on his home ’hood in 
many of his novels. Here are a few 
standout selections featuring the 
beautiful 11209.

“Steelwork” 1970
Bay Ridge 

itself is 
roundly con-
sidered the 
main char-
acter in this 
collection of 
vignettes. Fo-
cused on Bay 
Ridge from 
1935 to 1950, 
the novel of-
fers a “sharply etched and chrono-
logically shuffl ed vignettes of work-
ing-class Brooklyn types gradually 
corrupted by wartime and postwar 
prosperity,” according to Sorren-
tino devotee and Doubleday editor 
Gerald Howard.

“The Moon in its Flight” 
2004

Sorrentino’s 13-
page short story 
exposes the phys-
ical and cultural 
isolation his love-
lorn protagonist 
feels living in the 
relatively homog-
enous and far-
fl ung reaches of 
Bay Ridge in 1948. Returning from 
a date with an upper-crust Bronxite, 
the working-class protagonist re-
fuses to even think of his love in Bay 
Ridge’s confi nes “so that he would 
not have to place her subtle fi nesse 
in these streets of vulgar hells, bene-
dictions, and incense.”

“Red the Fiend” 1995
Sorrentino profi les Red, a Cath-

olic boy living on 68th Street, as he 
descends into savagery at the hands 
of his abusive grandmother. Sor-
rentino “recreates with immacu-
late care Red’s brutally dysfunc-
tional family and the dangerous city 
streets (circa 1940) into which the 
boy escapes,” according to a 1994 

Publisher’s Weekly review.

“Crystal Vision” 1981
All 78 of the vignettes compris-

ing “Crystal Vision” take place in 
a Bay Ridge candy shop. Sorrentino 
loads the novel with delicious his-
torical tidbits, like a list of old-timey 
Brooklyn candies, and at one point, 
“characters argue, with hilariously 
excruciating specifi city, about the 
names of the series of parks that 
stretch about a mile from Fort Ham-
ilton Parkway to the shore,” neigh-
borhood scribe Henry Stewart wrote 
in a 2014 piece for Electric Lit.

“Little Casino” 2002
Stacked like a 

deck of cards, “Lit-
tle Casino” offers 
52 little episodes 
centered on post-
war Bay Ridge. 
You may never 
get to meet Sor-
rentino for coffee 
at the Bridgeview Diner 
(he died in 2006), but his familiar 
style and commentary on each chap-
ter are the next best thing.

Gil-ded pages: Sorrentino’s Ridge-centric works
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BARD

RIDGITE: The late author Gil-
bert Sorrentino, who we are 
now calling the “Bard of Bay 
Ridge.” Pass it on. Vivian Ortiz

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
It is a squat plot!

A Greenpoint author 
has written a novel based 
on her experiences living 
in a Williamsburg squat 
in the 1990s. The book is 
a celebration of the do-it-
yourself living ethos that 
allowed many punks to 
live communally in New 
York City at the end of the 
last century, but it is also a 
cautionary tale about the 
struggles of trying to get 
along when living in large 
groups, said the writer.

“I want the readers to 
see this world through the 
eyes of the main charac-
ter, who is defi nitely look-

ing at the world of squat-
ters through rose colored 
glasses when she arrives,” 
said Stacy Wakefi eld, who 
will read from her novel 
“The Sunshine Crust Bak-
ing Factory” at Greenlight 
Bookstore in Fort Greene 
on April 30. “It was not all 
happy and fun. There were 
a lot of power struggles.”
Like Wakefi eld, the story’s 
main protagonist Sid is a 
starry-eyed idealist when 
she arrives in New York 
City in the early ’90s and 
starts looking for a place to 
squat. And also like Wake-
fi eld, Sid gives up on squat-
ting in Manhattan and 
comes looking for a vacant 

building in then-gritty Wil-
liamsburg, ultimately set-
tling inside a burned-out 
bakery. 

But Wakefi eld, who 
showed up in the Big Ap-
ple with a pocketful of con-
tacts, said she didn’t base 
Sid entirely on herself — 
she also drew from a vari-
ety of people she knew in 
her squatting days.

Wakefi eld, who squatted 
in Holland and England be-
fore ending up in Brooklyn, 
gave up her vagabond ways 
years ago. She is now has 
two stable homes — one in 
Greenpoint and one in the 
Catskills — but she said 
she is grateful for what 

she learned as a squatter, 
which still informs her 
views about housing in the 
city today. 

“Housing should be a 
basic human right, but in 
New York City, it is just 
seen as a fi nancial transac-
tion to make people rich,” 
she said. “It is just too bad. 
There should be more di-
versity of people and in-
come levels.” 

Pretty vacant
G’point author pens novel on punk squatters in ’90s Williamsburg

POPPING A SQUAT: Author Stacy Wakefi eld has penned a bit of 
historical fi ction of the 1990s Brooklyn squatting scene in her new 
book “Sunshine Crust Baking Factory.” Akashic Books
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The massive warehouse in Williamsburg 
that houses the borough’s eponymous bowl-
ing alley and brewery is for sale for $50 mil-
lion, putting both businesses’ long-term fu-
tures in Brooklyn in jeopardy. 

Thankfully, both the Brooklyn Bowl 
and the Brooklyn Brewery have years left 
on their deals, according to their owners 
who say their roots in Brooklyn are deep, 
and they don’t intend on going anywhere 
anytime soon.

“We have a long term lease and no in-
tention of leaving before it is over,” said 
Brooklyn Bowl owner Charley Ryan, who 
declined to say how long that lease lasts. 
“If the building gets sold, it gets sold. If the 
person who owns the building wants to sell 
it, it is a free country.”

Brooklyn Brewery, meanwhile, has a 
lease through 2025 on its space, giving leg-
endary owner Steve Hindy plenty of time to 
fi nd new digs in the neighborhood or else-
where.

“We are not in any hurry,” he said. 
The long leases mean both businesses 

are safe for the twenty-tens, but since they 
are both such large operations, they will 
have to start looking years in advance for 
relocation spaces. 

The Brooklyn Brewery is already in 
the middle of a massive expansion project 
on  bucolic Staten Island , where the  com-
pany is building a larger brewery  that will 
allow it to ship beer to the west coast via 
rail — something it can’t do now. Hindy 
said he will not have time to seriously 

work on fi nding a new spot for the Brook-
lyn operation until that is up and running, 
which will not be until at least 2017. But 
he has already started keeping an eye out, 
and has scoped some potential spots in 
Sunset Park and in northern parts of the 
borough. 

“We are very confi dent that we will be 
able to fi nd another space,” he said.

The half of the Brooklyn Brewery that 
houses the tasting room is in a different 
building owned by another landlord, so un-
less that building also sells, Hindy said he 
plans to stay on N. 11th Street for the fore-
seeable future. 

Ryan fi rst signed the lease for the Brook-
lyn Bowl in 2007, but spent two long years 
renovating the space, installing bowling 
alleys, bars, and a stage, before  fi nally 
opening in 2009 . 

The Brooklyn Brewery moved into the 
building at 61 Wythe Avenue in the 1990s, 
when rent is the area was $3 per square foot 
and the building was worth less than a mil-
lion. 

“I could have bought a building then, 
but I did not have a million dollars,” said 
Hindy. 

Hindy said he would not consider cough-
ing up $50 million for the building now. 

“For $50 million, you could not make 
money brewing beer,” he said. “It would 
have to be a hotel or a nightclub or some-
thing like that.”

The seller’s broker, David Schechtman 
at Eastern Consolidated, did not return 
calls for comment.

$50 MILLION AND ITS ALL YOURS: No, not the beer or the ball, silly. The building that houses Brook-
lyn’s world renowned Brooklyn Bowl (left) and Brooklyn Brewery (right) is for sale for a pretty penny 
— or dollar. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Big bullion buys 
Billyburg’s brew, 
bowling building
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BY VANESSA OGLE
The stars came out in Sheep-
shead Bay for the fi lming of 
an indie fl ick written by and 
staring a borough native.

Actors Alec Baldwin and 
Michael Madsen were at Ro-
manoff Restaurant on Co-
ney Island Avenue on April 
20 fi lming a scene for “Back 
in the Day” — a movie about 
a Brooklyn boxer set in the 
late-1980s. 

The scene featured Bald-
win, who was playing a mob-
ster, but the opulent eatery 
was a star in its own right, 
according to the movie’s 
lead actor, writer, and pro-
ducer, who said the restau-

rant had a certain je ne sais 
quoi that epitomizes Brook-
lyn in that era.

“We were looking for 
the location for him to have 
a real cool, sophisticated 
place,” said William De-
Meo, who grew up in the 
Gravesend and Benson-
hurst areas. “We wanted 
Alec Baldwin’s character to 
be ‘the guy.’ ”

The movie centers on 
Anthony, a half-Italian, 
half-Puerto Rican boxer 
who lived in Bensonhurst 
when it was still an Ital-
ian enclave — and where 
he faces racism because he 
isn’t 100-percent Italian, ac-

cording the DeMeo. When 
Anthony fi nally unleashes 
some of his frustration, mob 
bosses see that he has po-
tential to be a professional 
boxer and pair him up with 
a renowned trainer, played 
by Danny Glover.

The movie isn’t based 
on DeMeo’s life, but the in-
dependent producer, who 
has shot fi ve other movies 
in Brooklyn, said he drew 
inspiration from his early 
years.

“I know the streets very 
much,” he sad. “I grew up 
at that time when Brooklyn 
was like that — it was very 
racial.”

And back in the day, 
mobsters openly ruled the 
streets, a stark contrast to 
today, DeMeo said.

“It just shows how the 
mob had a hold on the neigh-
borhood back then — and 
how it’s different now,” he 
said.

DeMeo said he has 
seen Southern Brooklyn 
change drastically over 
the past few decades — 
but he is just happy the 
rest of the world finally 
sees Brooklyn as he al-
ways has. 

“Brooklyn’s kind of like 

the next hotspot,” said De-
Meo. “It always was, to me, 
the place to be, but now it is 
even cooler.”

The movie also stars 
Mike Tyson, Shannen Do-
herty, and Annabella Scio-
rra, and is set to be released 
in early 2016.

Famed actor in Sheepshead Bay for 
fi lm starring Bensonhurster

OLD-SCHOOL BROOKLYN: Alec Baldwin was at Romanoff Restaurant in Sheepshead Bay on April 20, 
shooting scenes for “Back in the Day,” a fi lm about a Bensonhurst boxer. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Lights, camera 
… Baldwin!
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BY VANESSA OGLE
They’re not your typical 
software moguls.

A middle-aged Ber-
gen Beach couple who can 
barely afford to fi ll their 
gas tank have created new 
iPhone app based on a idea 
they had while driving to 
Florida.

The app — which allows 
parents to monitor their 
teenagers’ driving — could 
become a money-spinner, 
but bringing the product 
to market was about more 
than chasing Internet for-
tunes.

“This will save lives,” 
said co-creator Jeffrey Al-
iotta.

The app, called Driving 
Awareness Protector, uses 
the global positioning sys-
tem and map data to track 
and monitor teenage driv-
ers and the moment young-
sters speed, parents re-
ceive a notifi cation on their 
phones. 

“It’s a parent’s dream,” 
said Aliotta, who came up 
with the app with his fi ancée 
Karen Kastell. “This is going 
to be all over the country — 
worldwide.”

The idea came to the 
couple nine months ago 
when the pair, unable to 
afford airfare for a vaca-
tion, decided to drive to 
Florida. Kastell kept hav-
ing to tell Aliottato to slow 
down when he repeatedly 
exceeded the speed limit as 
he merged from highways 
to local roads. 

Aliotta said he wished his 
vehicle could announce when 
the speed limit changed, and 
Kastell said a phone should 
be able to do that. The idea 
then morphed into a speed-
monitoring app.

Then, unlike most people 

who come up with a great 
idea for an app, Aliotta and 
Kastell actually took steps to 
make it a reality, contacting 
patent attorney Paul Sabaj, 
who connected them with 
Hendrick Strydom, a app de-
veloper in South Africa, ac-
cording to Aliotta. 

The four had business 
meetings via Skype, and 
Aliotta said the attorney 
and developer were so ex-
cited about the project, they 
agreed to waive most of their 

fees in exchange for a stake 
in the business. 

Instead of paying his 
lawyer $50,000 and his de-
veloper $15,000, Aliotta said 
he paid each just $3,000 and 
agreed to split any profi ts 
from the app with them.

“They saw the poten-
tial,” said Aliotta.

Sabaj declined to say 
whether the technology is 
patented yet, but said he is 
very involved in the project.

“I believe in the app to 

the extent where I part-
nered with the business,” 
he said, adding that the app 
is unlike any product he has 
seen. “This is something 
that is not out there on the 
market — this is going to be 
a game changer.”

The two-part app, 
which is currently has 
about 30 users, requires 
both parents and teenag-
ers to download the system 
on their phones. Then par-
ents will be able to monitor 
their children’s driving on 
a map. If the child is speed-
ing, parents will receive a 
notifi cation, and see a red 
dot on the map that gets 
longer if the teenager con-
tinues speeding. 

If parents worry that 
their children won’t install 
the app, Kastell said they can 
threaten to take away the car 
keys.

“It’s like, ‘You either put 
this in your phone or you 
don’t drive the car,’ ” she 
said.

The duo recently audi-
tioned for “Shark Tank,” 
a reality television show 
for entrepreneurs seeking 
venture capital, but they 
haven’t received word yet 
whether they made the cut. 
With or without the show, 
they hope their road to suc-
cess is speedy.

“You’re talking about 
your dream that you’ve 
been dreaming for months 
upon months,” said Aliotta.

The app is currently only 
available for iPhones. The 
fi rst month is free if you 
download it directly from 
the Driving Awareness Pro-
tector website:  www.drivin-
gawarenessprotector.com . 
After the free month, the 
fi rst year is $10, and then 
$5-a-year after that.

New app tells parents when teens are speeding

SLOW YOUR ROLL: Bergen Beachers Jeffrey Aliotta and Karen 
Kastell created an app that allows parents to monitor their kids’ 
driving — and which notifi es them when their teenagers speed. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Slow your roll, kid!

we are Brooklyn’s Back-
yard, we’re really looking 
to accommodate every-
one.”

The new hot spot, 
which opens Memorial 
Day weekend, will bring 
the number of designated 
grilling areas in the park 
to 13. The new area does 
not currently have any 
fi xed grills, so would-be 
pit masters will need to 
supply their own cooking 
apparatuses. Bring-your-
own-barbecues  must be  
charcoal — not propane 
— and must be at least 
two feet off the ground. 
And parties of 20 or more 
will need to secure a per-
mit before lighting up. 

Barbecuing in the park 
has been a burning issue 
in past warm-weather 
seasons. Neighbors  have  
long  complained  about 
meat-heads grilling ille-
gally — setting up their 
smokers in unsanctioned 

locations or using unau-
thorized equipment — as 
well as the effects of char-
coal smoke and increased 
trash. One local launched 
an  online petition  last 
summer to ban grilling in 
the park outright, garner-
ing 186 signatures.

But McCreight says 
she doesn’t expect neigh-
bors to get broiled up 
about the new grill zone. 
Park honchos selected the 
new location precisely be-
cause it is relatively far 
from residential areas, 
mitigating the risk of 
wafting smoke, she said, 
and besides — they were 
the ones who asked for 
the new area in the fi rst 
place.

“The interest in more 
grilling areas came from 
the community, and I 
haven’t heard any com-
plaints about the area,” 
she said.

And the park will hire 
additional staff during 
barbecue season to help 
address the trash prob-
lem, McCreight added.

Continued from cover

GRILLS

LYING IN WAIT: Prospect Park has some installed grills, like 
these ones near the Ninth Street entrance, but pit masters in 
the new area will need to bring their own grills. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics
 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation
 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services
 Ultrasound Guided Injections
 Nutrition Counselling
 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.
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$1195 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

FREE DELIVERY

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE

Egg Battered, Sautéed with White Wine, Shallots, Lemon, Butter

with Lemon Saffron Sauce

White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce

Sautéed Boneless Chicken Cutlet with Portabella Mushroom & Marsala Wine

($8.00 Extra)
with Herb Butter or Aù Poivre Sauce 

($8.00 Extra)
with Au Jus & Mint Jelly

All Entrées served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable

CHOICE OF DESSERT

$3895
Per person +

tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
        $18.95 Per child +

tax & gratuity

ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS - CALL EARLY

718 -989 - 8952
Live Music

All Weekend

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The back end of a tractor-trailer smashed 
into a wall in Williamsburg where a group 
of activists were installing a memorial to 
New Yorkers killed in traffi c accidents. 

The crash rattled the memorial wall 
where more than 40 volunteers of the 
transportation group Right of Way were 
almost pasted as they pasted silhouettes 
of 264 dead people on the temporary wall 
along Kent Avenue and S. Third Street on 
Saturday.

And organizers said no one was hurt 
only because time was on their side.

“If we had started half an hour earlier, 
probably some of us would be dead,” said 
Right of Way’s Charles Komanoff. 

The group spent 10 hours on April 18 
hanging wooden planks and then pasting 
on the 264 5-foot-high, 20-inch wide panels 
that now covers two-and-a-half sides of the 
full-city-block construction fence. Each sil-
houette reads “Killed by traffi c” and has 
the name of the victim underneath. 

The 18-wheeler sped around the corner at 
about 11 am, and the back left portion of the 
truck slammed into the wall, according to 
the activists. The force of the crash cracked 
the wall on impact. The volunteers, many of 
whom were perched on ladders and scaffold-
ing, were shaken, but no one was injured. 

The irony of the situation was not lost 
them.

“It is shocking that while we were in-
stalling a memorial for people killed in 
traffi c, a truck crashed into the memorial,” 
said organizer Keegan Stephan. 

The truck driver spent a half an hour 
trying to get his truck unstuck, and he fi -
nally gave up on getting the giant vehicle 
back onto the driving lanes of Kent Ave-

nue and instead cut into the separated bike 
lane, running over several dividers, activ-
ists said. 

The group installed the memorial to 
protest what they call the city’s insuffi -
cient steps taken to quell traffi c deaths in 
the year since it  instituted “Vision Zero”  — 
the mayor’s plan to decrease the number of 
pedestrian fatalities to zero. 

The temporary wall is wrapped around 
the construction site that will be one of the 
massive skyscrapers of Two Trees Manage-
ment Co.’s  Domino sugar factory project .

This all happened on the same weekend 
that the New York City Street Memorial 
Project, which installs white bike sculp-
tures in spots where bicyclists have been 
killed, hosted its Ghost Bike ride across the 
city. The two projects are unrelated, but 
have many crossover members and sup-
porters.

WHAT THE TRUCK?: A tractor trailer slammed 
into a wall where activists from Right of Way were 
installing a memorial to those killed in traffi c on 
Saturday morning.  Rabi Abonour

Truck slams into 
dead-pedestrian 
memorial wall

KEEPING UP APPEARANCES: The transportation activist group Right of Way hung a giant mural on Kent 
Avenue on Saturday morning, with silhouettes of 264 people who have been killed in traffi c in the year 
since the city announced the Vision Zero campaign. Rabi Abonour
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2926 Ave. S • Marine Park2926 Ave. S • Marine Park

www.buckleyscaterers.com

Complete Dinner $24.95 per personComplete Dinner $24.95 per person

Sunday, May 10Sunday, May 10thth

Enjoy Mother’s Day at BuckleysEnjoy Mother’s Day at Buckleys
35th Anniversary

Buckley’s to Kennedy’s 
5K Charity Run

Sunday, May 17th, 2015

In Loving Memory of
Thomas Carroll
All Proceeds Benefi t

Save the DateSave the Date

Includes Relish Tray, Soup, Choice Entrée, Dessert and Coffee

Large and Small Parties Welcome.

For Reservations Call (718) 998-4222

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED

Appetizers (Choice of One)
Dublin Crab Cakes

Reuben Spring Rolls
Jumbo Shrimp Cocktail

Homemade Lobster Bisque
Field Greens Salad

Entrees (Choice of One)
Stuffed Braised Loin of Pork

Stuffed Jumbo Shrimp
Grilled Salmon

Stuffed Filet of Sole
Chicken Saltimbocca

Pistachio Crusted Rack of Lamb 
($5 Additional)

Grilled Filet Mignon ($5 Additional)

All selections will include 
Chef’s choice of potato and vegetable

Desserts (Choice of One)
Chocolate Marquis

Apple Tart
Berries and Cream

Mother’s Day Menu • $42*

*Plus Tax on all and 18% Gratuity Added
on all parties of 6 or more

Kid’s Menu $14.95* 
Entrees (Choice of One) 

Chicken Fingers & Fries,
Cheeseburger/Hamburger & Fries

Macaroni & Cheese
Desserts (Choice of One) 

Chocolate Mousse
Ice Cream Sundae

www.WickedMonk.com    |         WickedMonk
9510 - 3rd Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11209    |    347-497-5152

Not just an Irish Pub
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BY MAX JAEGER
Some of Brooklyn’s most cutting-
edge manufacturers opened their 
doors to the public during Indus-
try City’s open studios on April 
18. 

Makers were excited to show 
their revolutionary manufactur-
ing processes, said one tenant 
in Sunset Park’s vast industrial 
park.

“It’s always great having peo-
ple by, because our process is so 
strange,” said Industry City Dis-
tillery engineer and brewer Da-

vid Kyrejko. “We don’t just make 
spirits — we breed our own yeast. 
We’re the only ones who machine 
our own equipment, so getting peo-
ple in here to see that is great.”

The vodka makers established 
their operation at Industry City 
in 2011 because the complex had 
the space and infrastructure to 
handle their soup-to-nuts brewing 
process, he said. 

Other manufacturers showing 
off their wares and workspaces 
included chocolatiers, furniture 
makers, and paper producers. 

Shipping magnate Irving T. 
Bush built the sprawling indus-
trial campus — the Bush Termi-
nal — between 1895 and 1925. The 
facility declined from its post-
World War II zenith as shipping 
operations moved to New Jersey.  

Industry City Associates 
bought the hub in the 1980s, re-
named it for their company, and 
focused on attracting artists and 
small-scale specialty manufactur-
ers. The consortium announced a 
planned $1-billion investment in 
the site last year.

SWEET GIG!: (Above) Liddabit Sweets co-owners Jennifer King and Liz Gutman 
show off the fruits of their labor at Industry City’s open studios tour on April 
18. (Center) Li-Lac Chocolates’ chocolate chess board lets you challenge your 
friends the the tastiest match of your life. (Left) A Li-Lac Chocolates worker fi lls 
truffl es in the Brooklyn chocolatier’s Industry City manufactory. 
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Made in Sunset Park
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