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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Police in Park Slope 
lead the city in issuing 
tickets for breaking a law 
that might not exist.

Offi cers in the 78th Pre-
cinct wrote 151 tickets to cy-
clists for cellphone use in 2014, 
according to data released in re-
sponse to a Freedom of Informa-
tion request by The Brooklyn 
Courier, despite the fact that New 
York State’s phone-ban law only 
applies to motor vehicles. Citing 
cyclists for an unsafe practice that 
is nonetheless legal puts an unfair 
and unlawful burden on them, ac-
cording to a pro-bike lawyer. 

 “It means that hundreds of 
people are paying money they 
can ill afford,” said Steve Vac-
caro, a lawyer who frequently lit-

Continued on page 10

BAM holds 3-D fi lm fest
BY DANIELLE FURFARO

Talk about being out of your 
depth!

A Gowanus fi lmmaker will 
show off the fi rst three-dimen-
sional movie he ever made on 
May 16 as a part of an upcoming 
3-D movie series at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music. The director 
said he had no idea what he was 
doing when he made the short 
back in 2002 — but somehow it all 

came together.
“I made it on a lark without 

any training,” said Ben Coonley, 
who now teaches a course on 3-D 
fi lm at Bard College. “I showed it 
to a couple dozen people in a park-
ing lot, and now it will play for 
hundreds.”

Coonley made his movie, “3-D 
Trick Pony,” as part of a series 
of fi lms where he used a talking 

Continued on page 6
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SCHOOL OF HARD KNOXVILLE: See dude-bro man-children perform danger-
ous stunts in three dimensions when the Brooklyn Academy of Music screens 
“Jackass 3D.” Paramount Pictures / Photofest

OFF THE 
WALL

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
It is throwing riders a line. 

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority will add 
more trains to the L, M, and 
2 lines starting in December, 
amidst surging ridership 
numbers. Straphangers say 
the news offers some light 
at the end of the tunnel, es-

pecially during the current 
round of  weekend and over-
night L train closures .

“It is clear that rider-
ship statistics are at an all-
time high, and the MTA 
needs to step up and add 
more trains so that people 
can get on trains when they 
need to and are not wait-
ing on crowded platforms,” 

said Nick Sifuentes, deputy 
director of transit advocacy 
group Riders Alliance. “We 
need all of this that we can 
get and they need the capi-
tal funding to do it.”

The authority will add 
seven more weekday round-
trip services on the L line 
between 10:30 am and 2 pm. 

BY VANESSA OGLE
A controversial Sheepshead 
Bay speed camera that 
 earned the city more than 
$2.4 million in six months 
last year  is being relocated, 
according to an elected offi -
cial who called its lucrative 
location unfair.

The moneymaking 
speed camera at the Belt 

Parkway exit ramp on 
Shore Parkway near a 
fenced-off location of Abra-
ham Lincoln High School 
issued nearly 50,000 tick-
ets to drivers between Sep-
tember and December of 
2014 as part of Mayor De-
Blasio’s Vision Zero plan to 
eliminate traffi c fatalities, 

Continued on page 6Continued on page 4

SPEED IT UP: Seven more L 
trains will run between 10:30 
am and 2 pm on weekdays. 

Speed-cam shift MTA upping service on L line

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
te

fa
no

 G
io

va
nn

in
i

Cops ticket 
cyclists on 
cellphones

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com

Bridal 
Sweepstakes
theweddingguideny.com/contest

win $3,000 in prizes

Bridal 
Sweepstakes

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Brooklynspinecenter.com

Relieves 
Back Pain

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

718-996-5600
646-459-7548
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BY VANESSA OGLE
A Bergen Beach woman 
who craved fresher food is 
sowing the seeds of health-
ier eating by turning her 
home into a green market.

Nancy Mure wished she 
had a farmers’ market in 
her neighborhood — but 
instead of waiting for the 
city to organize something, 
she decided to do it herself 
by pairing up with a start-
up that takes orders online 
then ships the farm pro-
duce to her home.

“I just started looking 
online and I said, ‘Well 
what can I do to get better 
food here?’ ” said Mure, a 
holistic nutritionist.

So a few months ago, 
Mure signed up with  Far-
migo , a company that deliv-
ers fruits, vegetables, and 
meat from farms in New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and 
Vermont to city residents 
who volunteer to serve as 
neighborhood pick-up loca-
tions for local produce or-
ders.

Mure’s Bergen Beach 
home is now a virtual 
farmers’ market where 

her neighbors who order 
through Farmigo come 
once a week to collect their 
farm-fresh food. Custom-
ers place their orders with 
Farmigo online — Mure 
doesn’t handle any money 
— and the food arrives at 
her house every Wednes-
day. 

Mure, who receives a 
discount on her own Far-
migo orders but doesn’t get 
paid, said that she operates 
the home-based farmers’ 
market because she wants 
to promote healthier life-
styles for her neighbors.

“When you really 
want to do something, I 
want to do it for free,” she 
said. “I find myself wor-
ried about what everyone 
is eating.” 

A customer who has 
been using the service for 
two months said the qual-
ity produce is a huge im-
provement over the food in 
the local supermarkets.

“The food is the fresh-
est fruit and vegetables I’ve 
ever had,” said Nicole Rose, 
adding that she is par-
ticularly impressed with 

the potatoes. “It smelled 
like it just came out of the 
ground.”

Mure said she has about 
10 customers and they usu-
ally stagger their weekly 
pickups to avoid creating 
traffi c.

“It doesn’t create a prob-
lem for the neighborhood 
because you don’t have 
people lining up down the 
block,” she said. 

Rose said the farmers’ 
market gives residents a 
chance to have the health 
food that is available in 
other areas of Brooklyn but 
— until now — was nonex-
istent in the neighborhood. 

“It is the only oppor-
tunity that we have,” said 
Rose. 

 GrowNYC operates 54 
farmers’ markets through-
out the city, but none are 
east of Bay Parkway. The 
nearest market to Muse’s 
neighborhood is at 81th 
Street and and 18th Avenue 
in Bensonhurst. 

Residents interested in 
placing an order can con-
tact Mure at  nancy@stel-
larhealthinc.com . 

Bergen Beach woman starts green market

HOME SWEET HOME: Nancy Mure, a health-conscious Bergen Beach resident, opened a farmer’s mar-
ket in her home to help her neighbors who want to live a healthier lifestyle but can’t fi nd fresh options 
in the local supermarkets.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

FARM FRESH

Sunday, May 3rd, 2015

From the president, students, faculty
and staff of York College/CUNY:

From the president, students, faculty
and staff of York College/CUNY:

CONGRATULATIONS  

to all ACCEPTED STUDENTS  

to our College!

CONGRATULATIONS  

to all ACCEPTED STUDENTS  

to our College!

You and Your parents or guardians are cordially invited 

to the newly-admitted students’ reception. This is 

an exciting time in your life, and we’re delighted to 

welcome you to the amazing community and traditions 

of York College.

Here are five reasons you and your family  
should attend the Accepted Students’ Reception:

  Confirm your place in the incoming class  

 Learn more about our exciting programs and majors  

 Learn about student life and pre-registration steps  

 Speak with Admissions and Financial Aid Counselors 

 Tour our 50-acre state-of-the-art campus

Join us for this exciting event!
Sunday, May 3rd, 2015
RSVP by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/accepted

or calling 718-262-2165. The program will  

commence promptly at 12:00 until approximately  

4 p.m. in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building, 

94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451.
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Bona fi des
 Gentile is running on 

his experience as a leg-
islator — first as a state 
senator representing both 
sides of the Narrows and 
later as a Brooklyn city 
councilman. Donovan is 
promising to use his posi-
tion in a Republican-con-
trolled Congress to bring 
home the bacon for his 
district . 

View from the 
other side

Donovan is paint-
ing Gentile as a tax-and-
spend liberal who has 
voted lock-step with Dem-
ocratic Mayor DeBlasio 
and would blindly support 
Democratic President Ba-
rack Obama’s initiatives.

Gentile’s camp is 
characterizing Donovan 
as an inexperienced of-

ficeholder who wouldn’t 
have the brass to defy 
House Speaker John 
Boehner, a Republican, 
who gave thousands of 
dollars to Donovan’s 
campaign.

Cash makes kings
Donovan has raised 

more than $600,000 — 
three times as much 
money as Gentile — and 
 his political action com-
mittee donors gave him 
nearly as much as Gen-
tile’s $195,000 fund-rais-
ing total . 

Gentile missed a 
major boost when the 
Democratic Congressio-
nal Campaign Commit-
tee declined to fund his 
bid. The committee had 
already blown $5 mil-
lion on former council-
man Dominic Recchia’s 

failed November race 
against the now-dis-
graced Grimm.

Backers
The national party 

wasn’t the only blue booster 
to pass over Gentile. The 
Southern Brooklyn Demo-
cratic Club endorsed Green 
Party candidate James 
Lane on April 21, citing 
Gentle’s refusal to meet 
with the club or fi ll out its 
candidate questionnaire, 
 the Staten Island Advance 
reported . 

The councilman did 
get the nod from health 
care, service, hotel, 
and utilities workers 
unions. Mayor Bill De-
Blasio backed Gentile 
and helped raise money 
for him, and Democratic 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
gave the Brooklyn law-

maker a late endorse-
ment on Thursday. 

Donovan garnered 
endorsements from for-
mer mayor Rudolph 

Giuliani and practi-
cal ly every police and 
f ire union in the city, 
plus several construc-
tion unions and a slew 

of Manhattan Chinese-
American associations.

The special election is 
set for May 5.

— Max Jaeger

Voters from Bay Ridge to Gravesend will go to the polls on May 5 

in a special election for New York’s 11th Congressional District to 

replace  tax cheat Michael Grimm, who stepped down on Jan. 5 . Re-

publican Staten Island District Attorney Dan Donovan and Demo-

cratic Brooklyn Councilman Vincent Gentile are the top contenders 

vying for the seat. Here’s how the two stack up.

Bay Ridge councilman, Staten Island district attorney vie to replace tax cheat in Congress

Your guide to the May 5 special election

A VERY SPECIAL ELECTION: Democratic Councilman Vincent Gentile, at left, and Republican Staten 
Island District Attorney Dan Donovan, at right, are vying to replace tax cheat Michael Grimm in Con-
gress in a special election set for May 5. Photos by Steve Solomonson

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Lynch has clinched it!

The United States Sen-
ate last Thursday con-
fi rmed Loretta Lynch, 
Brooklyn’s top federal law-
enforcement offi cial, as at-
torney general. Lynch will 
be the nation’s fi rst Afri-
can-American woman to 
serve in the post.

Elected offi cials in 
Lynch’s home district wel-
comed the confi rmation 
with a fl ood of happy state-
ments.

“She’s an extraordinary 
prosecutor, possesses great 
integrity and will be relent-
less in protecting the inter-
ests of the American peo-
ple,” said District Attorney 
Ken Thompson, who previ-
ously served with Lynch in 
the United States Attorney’s 
offi ce. “I have no doubt that 
Loretta will serve our na-
tion with honor and distinc-
tion. As the fi rst-ever Af-

rican American woman to 
serve as attorney general, 
this is also a proud moment 
in our country’s history.”

Lawmakers approved 
Lynch, the current United 
States attorney for the East-
ern District of New York, 

in a 56–43 vote, to 
replace former At-
torney General Eric 
Holder.

President Obama 
 nominated Lynch in 
November , but the 
confi rmation pro-
cess dragged on far 
longer than usual 
— in part because 
many Republicans 
objected to her sup-
port of Obama’s im-
migration policies, 
 according to a New 
York Times report . 
Senate majority 
leader Mitch McCo-
nnell (R–Kentucky) 
also refused to hold 

the confi rmation vote 
while the Senate was at log-
gerheads for weeks over an 
unrelated human traffi ck-
ing bill. Senators fi nally 
passed the bill last Wednes-
day.

Lynch has served two 

Senate confi rms Loretta Lynch

APPROVED!: Brooklyn’s U.S. Attorney 
Loretta Lynch — President Obama’s pick 
for the nation’s top legal eagle — has 
fi nally been named attorney general. 
 Associated Press / Carolyn Kaster

stints as top prosecutor 
for the Eastern District of 
New York, fi rst under the 
Clinton administration 
from 1999 to 2001 and again 
from 2010 through today. 
She worked at a private law 
fi rm during the Bush Ad-
ministration in between 
the two gigs.

Lynch’s fans have cham-
pioned her for holding law 
enforcement and public of-
fi cials to account, citing 
her role in the civil rights 
prosecution of the NYPD 
offi cers responsible for tor-
turing Haitian immigrant 
Abner Louima in the 70th 
Precinct station house in 
1997 and the subsequent 
cover-up. 

More recently, Lynch 
tackled several  high-profi le 
terrorism cases  and made a 
point of pursuing crooked 
politicians  including tax 
cheat and former congress-
man Michael Grimm , who 
resigned in January after 
pleading guilty to Lynch’s 
charge of federal tax eva-
sion.

It’s a mitzvah!
Former Marine Park councilman Lew Fidler, who made 
a public appeal for a new kidney six months ago, found 
two matching donors in one day last week. The politi-
cian said doctors have approved the donor that local 
transplant facilitator Chaya Lifschutz found for him and 
he hopes that the matching donor who registered with 
 Renewal , a Borough Park-based organization, shares 
the gift of life with someone else in need.
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

according to the Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

But a local councilman 
who received hundreds of 
complaints about the camera 
said the camera’s placement 
on an exit ramp behind the 
fenced schoolyard didn’t pro-
tect pedestrians, but merely 
generated revenue. 

“After hearing from 
countless constituents, it 
became obvious that this 
location was only serving 
to raise revenue for the city 
and was not protecting pe-
destrians since it was not 
placed near any crosswalks 
or intersections,” said Coun-
cilman Mark Treyger (D–
Coney Island), who lobbied 
the city to move the camera.

Treyger announced 
over the weekend that the 
camera is now being moved 
further from the exit and 
closer to the Ocean Park-
way crosswalks near the 
school to protect the pedes-
trians who cross the street. 

“DOT Commissioner 
Trottenberg has agreed 
that the camera should 
be moved further east to-

wards Ocean Parkway, 
where it will meet the goal 
of the speed camera pro-
gram by protecting the 
many pedestrians — es-
pecially students, seniors 
and families — who cross 
Ocean Parkway each day.” 

 The speed camera, which 
was only in operation dur-

ing school days, racked up 
millions of dollars of tickets 
in a matter of months , ac-
cording to data obtained by 
this paper from the Depart-
ment of Transportation last 
year:

• July: 1,931 tickets were 
issued.

• August: 6,169 tickets 
were issued.

• September: 14,535 tick-
ets were issued.

• October: 14,604 tickets 
were issued.

• November: 6,350 tick-
ets were issued.

• December: 5,586 tickets 
were issued.

But instead of keeping 
the roads safer, multiple 
elected offi cials argued that 
the camera was causing 
more chaos. Treyger said 
that drivers were braking 
abruptly on the parkway 
when they realized there 
was a camera, which dis-
rupted the fl ow of traffi c 
and potentially increased 
the likelihood for accidents.

“This location protected 
no pedestrians and actu-
ally made it unsafe for driv-
ers,” said Treyger.

Treyger said the depart-
ment made the right choice 
by moving the camera.

CAMERAS
Continued from page 1

FAST CASH: This speed camera 
on the Belt Parkway exit ramp 
of Shore Parkway issued nearly 
$2.4 million worth of tickets in 
just six months last year. The 
city has now agreed to move 
the money-spinning speed 
camera after pressure from 
elected offi cials. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
This book is not a horror 
novel, but it will strike fear 
into your heart.

A Park Slope science 
writer has published a book 
on one of the most fright-
ening things in New York 
City: bedbugs. The author, 
who has had plenty of her 
own brushes with the pests, 
said writing the book was a 
coping method for dealing 
with the creepy crawlies.

“I found that the more I 
learned, the less scared I be-
came of them,” said Brooke 
Borel, who will launch her 
book “Infested: How the 
Bed Bug Infi ltrated Our 
Bedrooms and Took Over 
the World” at BookCourt 
in Boerum Hill on May 7. 
“The more I researched, it 
became my way of control-
ling the situation. I don’t 
really worry about them 
anymore.”

Borel, who is a writer for 

the magazine Popular Sci-
ence, said she fi rst became 
interested in the insects af-
ter living through a couple 
of infestations herself. The 
beasties fi rst struck when 
she was living in Manhat-
tan in 2004, and then again 
in 2009 in Greenpoint. The 
second infestation came 
amid a period of tremen-

dous cultural awareness 
— and panic — about bed-
bugs, and Borel said she 
started to write about the 
maddening mites and the 
larger story behind their 
resurgence.

During her research, 
Borel said she discovered 
that bedbugs have not al-
ways been the scourge they 
are today. Use of pesticides 
after World War II made 
the pests extremely rare 
— so much so that when 
Borel found her fi rst infes-
tation in 2004, she said she 
thought of the bugs as noth-
ing more than the stuff of 
nursery rhymes.

But the bugs never truly 
disappeared, and the ones 
that survived gradually re-
turned from their isolated 
pockets — now with a re-
sistance to bug-killers and 
a fabled hardiness that saw 
them to spread like crazy, 
particularly in cities where 

they could easily jump from 
apartment to apartment. 
That is when the country 
lost its mind, Borel said.

“The high point of the 
media freak-out was 2009 
or 20010, when  CBS named 
2010  the ‘Year of the Bed-
bug,’ ” she said. 

Fortunately, the hyste-
ria has since gone down a 
few decibels, she said. But 
most New Yorkers still fl ip 
out when they see one — 
or think they have. And 
now that she has written 
a whole book on the topic, 
Borel said her affl icted 
friends consider her some-
thing of a bedbug sage.

“I get a lot of frantic 
texts and e-mails from 
friends, and I try to help 
as best as I can,” she said. 
“I’m not really an extermi-
nator or anything, so a lot 
of it just ends up being like 
their bed bug shrink. They 
feel good knowing they 

have an expert.”
Brooke Borel and “In-

fested” at BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Dean 

and Pacifi c streets in Cob-
ble Hill, (718) 875–3677, 
www.bookcourt.com]. May 
7 at 7 pm. Free.

Sloper Brooke Borel launches ‘Infested’ at BookCourt

SCARY STORIES: Brooke Borel has written a book about the infes-
tation of bedbugs in America. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

CREEPY CRAWLIE: Borel is an 
expert in bedbugs. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Under the covers

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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The additions will reduce 
the average wait time to 
fi ve minutes during the 
periods between morning 
and evening rush hours, 
according to the agency. 
Weekday ridership on the 
L train grew by 4.7 percent 
— more than 5,600 riders 
— last year, according to 
agency fi gures.  

The M line will add one 
more train between 9 am 
and 9:30 am on weekdays, 

which should reduce the 
wait time to seven and a 
half minutes, while the 
2 line will add two more 
weeknight trips between 
8:30 pm and 9:30 pm.

In other L train news, 
the authority has agreed 
to  once again  offer a free 
transfer between the G 
train at Broadway and 
the J or M trains at Lo-
rimer in Williamsburg 
— but only while the L 
train is out of commis-
sion overnights and on 
weekends until May 18. 
The free transfer started 

on April 24. 
Rider groups and pols 

 have long  asked the Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority to make that trans-
fer permanently free, but 
the authority is still refus-
ing to consider it, spokes-
man Kevin Ortiz con-
fi rmed. Sifuentes said the 
agency has no excuse not to 
slash the $2.75 surcharge for 
good.

“They should be look-
ing at everything they 
can do to make travel 
more convenient for rid-
ers in Brooklyn,” said Si-

mechanical hobby horse 
as a sort of ventriloquist 
dummy. In the fi lm, Coon-
ley and his talking horse 
discuss Russian fi lmmaker 
Lev Vladimirovich Kule-
shov and his “Kuleshov Ef-
fect,” an editing technique 
that is often taught in fi lm 
school, he said. 

“I was into fi lms that 
gave some kind of work-
shop-style lesson on an es-
oteric topic,” Coonley said. 

Filmmakers tradition-
ally created three-dimen-
sional fi lms by layering two 
images on top of each other. 
The viewer then dons a pair 

of glasses with one red lens 
and one blue lens, so that 
each eye catches the light 
from the moving image dif-
ferently, making it seem 
like the picture is coming 
out of the screen. Coonley 
said he managed to fudge 
this effect by using two 
standard defi nition video 
cameras side by side. 

But modern Hollywood 
3-D fi lms use more sophis-
ticated technology, which 
is too fancy for old-school 
cardboard glasses made 
with blue and red cello-
phane, so the theater will 
have two different styles of 
specs on hand for different 
fi lms. Major fi lms in the 
festival, which runs May 
1–17, will include “Avatar,” 

“Gravity,” and “Coraline.” 
Coonley’s fi lm will play 

right before a screening of 
“Jackass 3D.”

“Thus will be the only 
time in my life that I will 
get to show a movie right 
before ‘Jackass,’ which 
is a wonderful honor and 
also totally terrifying,” 
said Coonley. 

“3-D Trick Pony” at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic, BAM Rose Cinemas 
[30 Lafayette Ave. at Ash-
land Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100, www.bam.
org]. May 16 at 2 pm and 
7 pm. $14 ($10 students, se-
niors, and veterans). The 
“3–D in the 21st Century” 
series runs May 1–May 17 
at various times.

BY VANESSA OGLE
What an a-muse-ment 
park!

Local bards will take 
their verse to new heights 
by reciting Coney Island-
inspired poetry to thrill-
seekers on the Wonder 
Wheel at Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel Amusement Park on 
May 8.

“Poem-a-Rama: Poetry 
on the Wonder Wheel” fea-
tures more than a dozen po-
ets who will read poems at 
the very place that has in-
spired many troubadours 
over the years, according 
to the curator of the event.

“What better place 
than Coney Island to have 
site-specifi c poetry?” said 
Amanda Deutch of Para-
chute Literary Arts, which 
is hosting the event to raise 
money for poetry work-
shops and community po-
etry libraries in Coney Is-
land. “Many, many poets 
have been inspired by Co-
ney Island.”

Poets and participants 
will together ride in the sta-
tionary cars of the Wonder 
Wheel for soaring sessions 
that last seven minutes 
apiece. The cars provide an 
intimate setting that will 
break barriers between the 
sharers and the spectators, 
said Deutch.

“The boundaries be-
tween audience and per-
former aren’t so defi ned,” 
she said, adding that the 
cozy quarters will help put 
the audience at ease. “Of-
ten, people are intimidated 
by poets and they don’t 
need to be.”

Poets include Coney Is-
land local Michael Broder, 
plus Matthea Harvey, 
Penny Arcade, Amber 
Atiya, Brenda Coultas, Ian 
Dreiblatt, Jen Fitzgerald, 

Amy King, and others, in-
cluding Tim Cusack, who 
will come dressed as Walt 
Whitman to pay tribute to 
the poet who loved the nau-
tical neighborhood, accord-
ing to Deutch.

“Walt Whitman actu-
ally said Coney Island was 
one of his favorite places,” 
she said.

If participants feel in-
spired after their wild ride, 
Deutsch said they can try 
their own hand at some Co-
ney-inspired rhymes.

“There will be a table 
with vintage typewriter 
where you can make your 
own poems about Coney Is-
land,” she said. 

“Poem-a-Rama: Po-
etry on the Wonder Wheel” 
at Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
Amusement Park (3059 De-
nos Vourderis Place, en-
trance on W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island, www.para-
chuteliteraryarts.brownpa-
pertickets.com). May 8 at 7 
pm. $20 in advance, $25 at 
the door.

Continued from page 1 
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Revolving recital
Bards to recite poems on Wonder Wheel

HIGH IN THE SKY: Amanda Deutch, the founder of Parachute Liter-
ary Arts, is the curator of “Poem-a-Rama” where poets will recite 
Coney Island-inspired poetry on the Wonder Wheel on May 8. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

HANDS ON: These hands from the 2009 animated feature “Coraline” are going to slap you in the 
face. Focus Features / Photofest

Continued from page 1 
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 
Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 

acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-

ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 

surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 

travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 

without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 

what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 

space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 

discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 

material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-

surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-

cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 

discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 

syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 

solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 

Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 

11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM
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BY MAX JAEGER
You can mark them tardy.

Officials at IS 201 
waited two hours before 
calling 911 after a wall 
collapsed into a Dyker 
Heights classroom on 
April 20, according to a 
fire department incident 
report obtained by this 
paper.

 Two windows came 
loose from a wall at 11:15 
am and came crashing 
down into a fourth-f loor 
classroom just moments 
after a teacher rushed 
kids into the hallway,  but 
the school didn’t call 911 
until after 1 pm, the re-
port said.

“FD members were 
informed the window 
had collapsed at approxi-
mately 1115 hours [11:15 
am] and FD units did not 
receive a response ticket 
until 1312 hours [1:12 
pm],” an incident report 
from the fire department 
states.

The school’s prin-
cipal down-played the 
two-hour lapse, accord-
ing to a recording pro-
vided by a parent who 
attended a closed meet-
ing with the school’s 
parent-teacher associa-
tion on April 27. 

“We evacuated all the 
classrooms — not just the 
right side of the building 
— all of the classrooms 
into the third auditorium 
and the fi fth fl oor gym,” 
principal Robert Ciulla 
said. “Again, that took 
time. By the time I did 
that and turned around, 
the Fire Department was 
on scene.”

A Department of Ed-
ucation spokesman ig-
nored a request for com-
ment on the late 911 call, 
instead replying “stu-
dents were moved from 
the room, their parents 
were immediately con-
tacted, and DOE officials 
were on site inspecting 
the damage.”

But parents of kids 
in that classroom said 
the school never alerted 
them either. Of the dozen 
parents this paper spoke 
with, none said they got a 
call from the school after 

the window caved in on 
April 20.

Deeper issues
School officials 

weren’t the only ones to 
drop the ball.  The fire de-
partment report blamed 
the contractor, Triton 
Structural Concrete, 
which was fixing exte-
rior masonry and replac-
ing windows, for the col-
lapse . 

“Our investigation re-
vealed that the fasten-
ing straps of most every 
window under rehab had 
its supporting straps cut 
and NO temporary fasten-
ings were in place,” the re-
port states. “The scene in 
room 407 could have been 
tragic.”

Nearly 30 classrooms 
and more than 50 win-
dows were compromised 
to some extent, according 
to the report.

“These defects ran the 
gamut from plaster work 
covering recent cracks 
… to numerous cracks 
around windows to win-
dows literally pulling 
out from the structure 
of the walls,” the report 
states.

A manager at the 
San Diego-based Triton 
Structural Concrete de-
clined to comment. 

“The incident is under 

investigation and that’s 
the only comment we have 
at this time,” said opera-
tions manager Steve Le-
van. 

The company has sev-
eral contracts with the 
city, and the Schools 
Construction Authority 
alone paid the company 
more than $6 million for 
37 capital improvement 
projects in 2015,  accord-
ing to the comptroller’s 
Checkbook NYC data 
portal . 

Triton also replaced 
sections of Coney Is-
land’s wooden Board-
walk with concrete from 
2010 to 2012, according 
Parks Department offi-
cials.

Ciulla told parents 
that “not one student was 
in harm’s way on that 
day April 20,” but a par-
ent whose child was in 
the classroom just prior 
to the collapse said the 
confluence of shoddy con-
struction, a ham-handed 
emergency response, and 
refusal to immediately 
evacuate the building put 
their kids in serious dan-
ger.

“From 11 am to 3 pm, 
they risked these kids’ 
lives,” said Maria Man-
cini, whose son was in the 
room moments before the 
collapse.

IS 201 waited two hours to call 911 after wall collapse
Late for school

Appetizers (Choice of One)
Dublin Crab Cakes

Reuben Spring Rolls
Jumbo Shrimp Cocktail

Homemade Lobster Bisque
Field Greens Salad

Entrees (Choice of One)
Stuffed Braised Loin of Pork

Stuffed Jumbo Shrimp
Grilled Salmon

Stuffed Filet of Sole
Chicken Saltimbocca

Pistachio Crusted Rack of Lamb 
($5 Additional)

Grilled Filet Mignon ($5 Additional)

All selections will include 
Chef’s choice of potato and vegetable

Desserts (Choice of One)
Chocolate Marquis

Apple Tart
Berries and Cream

Mother’s Day Menu • $42*

*Plus Tax on all and 18% Gratuity Added
on all parties of 6 or more

Kid’s Menu $14.95* 
Entrees (Choice of One) 

Chicken Fingers & Fries,
Cheeseburger/Hamburger & Fries

Macaroni & Cheese
Desserts (Choice of One) 

Chocolate Mousse
Ice Cream Sundae

www.WickedMonk.com    |         WickedMonk
9510 - 3rd Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11209    |    347-497-5152

Not just an Irish Pub

Open 7 days Lunch & Dinner  Saturday & Sunday Brunch  Private Party Rooms

8201 3rd Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-833-6666 www.thepearlroom.com

 + tax & gratuity

Freshly Baked Crossiants, Apple Claws, 
Blueberry Puffs & Chocolate Bursts to 
start. With servings of Chicken Caesar, 
Shell Steak, Hickory Smoked Apple Bacon, 
Homefries, Homemade Pancakes 
& French Toast

Mother’s Day 
Family Style Brunch
at Noon on Sunday, May 10, 2015

Appetizers

Stuffed Eggplant

Macadamia and 

Coconut Fried Shrimp

Maryland Style Crab Cake

Pear Salad

Fresh House Made 

Mozzarella

Vegetable Spring Rolls

Mozzarella Corrozza

Entrees

Pork Tenderloin

Filet of Sole Oreganata

Apple Smoked Bacon 

Wrapped Chicken

Pan Seared Tilapia

Hummus Crusted Salmon

Sliced Shell Steak over Stuffed Rigatoni Pasta

Braised Boneless Beef Short-Rib Wellington

Chicken Portobello

Penne Vodka with Shrimp or Chicken

ALL TIED UP: Offi cials at IS 201 waited two hours to call 911 after a 
wall collapsed in a fourth-fl oor classroom. 
 Community News Group / Max Jaeger
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure designed 
to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities 
without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 

for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxifi cation. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients 
average loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches 
compared to the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3-9 INCHES IN TWO WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off  excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When:  May 12 at 6:15 pm
May 19 at 1:15 pm and May 26 at 6:15 pm

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona removes inches, more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The 
Doctors.  I have to say, I didn’t believe it at fi rst either.”        

—  Dr. Drew Ordon - Lead Physician on the Hit T.V. Show “The Doctors” 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Talk about fl ower power!

Tens of thousands of 
nature lovers and Japano-
philes crowded into Brook-
lyn Botanic Garden this 
weekend for the park’s 
annual Sakura Matsuri 
cherry blossom festival.

Revelers, who waited 
for up to an hour in long 
entrance lines, said they 
were excited to frolic 
among the blooming 

cherry blossoms, celebrate 
with friends and family, 
and watch traditional and 
contemporary Japanese 
performances in the warm 
spring weather. 

“This is the perfect day 
to come see the cherry 
blossoms,” said Denice Ay-
lett of Park Slope.  “It is so 
beautiful in here.”

The entertainment in-
cluded taiko drumming 
ensembles, kabuki dances, 

and samurai sword fi ght-
ing exhibitions. The 
Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den also offered tours of 
its Japanese gardens and 
bonsai museum. 

Many visitors showed 
up in full Japanese rega-
lia or costumes that mim-
icked their favorite Japa-
nese comic book or video 
game character. One 
merrymaker showed up 
dressed as Morrigan Aen-

sland, a character from 
the fantasy monster video 
game “Darkstalkers.” She 
wore long, blue hair, and 
a red and white cape — 
and said she felt right at 
home.

“She is fast and pow-
erful, so I always choose 
her,” said Stephanie Dar-
ius of East New York. “I 
am a cosplayer, so dress-
ing up like this is normal 
for me.” 

SPRING IS IN THE AIR: (Left) Traditional Japanese taiko drummers per-
form during this year’s Sakura Matsuri, also known as the cherry blos-
som festival, at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. (Center) Tens of thousands 
of stir-crazy fl ower fans showed up for the festival. (Above) Doris Xu 
wore a traditional Japanese kimono. Photos by Jason Speakman

Botanic Garden party!
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CATERERS

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY!
8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

UNLIMITED DELUXE BUFFET 
Featuring your Italian favorites

Rigatoni Filet de Pomodori, Tortellini Alfredo

Cavatelli w/Broccoli Rabe, Meatballs, Penne Vodka, 

Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini, Veal Saltimboca, Chicken Piccata

SEAFOOD BAR

Fried Calamari, Baked Clams, Mussels Bianco

SALAD BAR

CARVING STATION

Sliced Steak, Loin of Pork, Turkey

DESSERT BAR
Including Cookies, Italian Cheesecake, Mousse Pies, Fresh Fruit, 

Pastries, Coffee, Espresso and much more

Chicken Fingers and Fresh Fries also available for kids
(Parties of 6 or more...18% gratuity will be added to the check)

Mother’s Day 
12 pm Brunch Buffet

Includes your breakfast favorites in 
addition to Lunch menu

3:30 pm Lunch Buffet

$45 
per person

+TAX & GRATUITIES
CHILDREN 10 AND 

UNDER HALF PRICE

igates on behalf of cyclists. 
“Many people bike because 
it costs less than a Metro-
Card or a car, and here they 
are getting hit with sum-
monses when they’re not 
even breaking the law.”

But the top cop at the 
Park Slope precinct claims 
they are breaking a law 
— illegally wearing head-
phones while biking — and 
the so-called “cellphone” 
tickets are simply fi led as 
such.

“The way the tickets are 
classifi ed, the earphone 
tickets are labelled as cell-
phone tickets,” said Cap-
tain Frank DiGiacomo at a 
Community Council meet-
ing at the 78th Precinct sta-
tion house on April 28.

Meanwhile, representa-
tives of the New York Police 
Department legal bureau 
did not respond to multiple 
requests for comment, but a 
spokeswoman testifi ed at a 
recent Council hearing that 
New York’s texting ban  tech-
nically applies to cyclists . 

The language states oth-
erwise: it specifi cally bans 

texting by operators of “mo-
tor vehicles,” which accord-
ing to the term-defi nition 
section of the overarching 
motor vehicle statute does 
not include human-pow-
ered vehicles like bicycles. 

Nowhere is that distinc-
tion more relevant than 
Park Slope, home to a large 
density of cyclists and also 
the precinct in which bik-
ers are most likely to get 
slapped with a summons 
for checking their phone 
while on the move.

The 78th Precinct, which 
covers Park Slope, Prospect 
Park, and parts of Prospect 
Heights and Gowanus, blew 
its neighbors out of the wa-
ter in mis-enforcement. The 
76th Precinct, which cov-
ers Red Hook, wrote one 
such ticket in 2014, while 
Fort Greene and Bedford-
Stuyvesant’s 88th Precinct 
and Sunset Park’s 72nd Pre-
cinct wrote none. The dis-
tant runner up in the area is 
the 84th Precinct, in Brook-
lyn Heights and Downtown, 
which issued 15 tickets to 
bikers for cellphone use in 
2014.

The high numbers in 
Park Slope are most likely 
the result of a combination 

of the precinct’s strong sup-
port of the mayor’s Vision 
Zero plan to reduce pedes-
trian deaths, an initiative 
that was a cornerstone of the 
policy of Commanding Offi -
cer Michael Ameri and  con-
tinued by his replacement .

Safety activists in the 

neighborhood have worked 
closely with police on Vision 
Zero initiatives, but have 
been less than pleased when 
the focus falls on bikes. One 
Community Board 6 mem-
ber and enthusiastic cyclist 
praised DiGiacomo for his 
focus on road safety, but 

questioned if bikes warrant 
the same amount of concern 
as reckless drivers.

“The difference between 
a driver on a cellphone and 
a biker on a cellphone is a 
signifi cantly different mag-
nitude,” said Eric McClure, 
a Park Slope cyclist and 
Community Board 6 mem-
ber. “I have a lot of respect 
for the 78th Precinct, and 
they do a great job of keep-
ing people safe, but I’d pre-
fer to see them prioritize 
the behaviors that are most 
dangerous to a greater 
number of people.”

Cops citywide cited cy-
clists 427 times in 2014 for 
cellphone use, a number that 
may result from a combina-
tion of scant legal training 
and a misconception that the 
cellphone-ban law applies to 
cyclists, Vaccaro said.

“Police are not trained in 
motor vehicle law, and there 
is an unwarranted assump-
tion that traffi c laws are so 
simple that why waste time 
training about them,” he 
said. “How much time would 
it take for the sergeant to get 
up at morning roll call and 
say ‘hey guys, there’s an ex-
ception when it comes to cy-
clists’?”

While police continue to 
ticket cyclists for cellphone 
use with shaky legal back-
ing, Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island) 
has been pushing to end the 
legal limbo with a law that 
would specifi cally ban tex-
ting while biking. Treyger 
introduced the legislation 
last year after he said he 
saw a biker almost cream a 
pedestrian while gazing at 
his screen, and he defended 
the bill against critics in a 
recent Council session.

The bill has met with 
howls of protest from bike 
activists, who want police 
to focus their safety initia-
tives on motorists, or on the 
very least increase ticketing 
of already-outlawed danger-
ous practices like riding the 
wrong way. Both Vaccaro 
and McClure acknowledged 
that phone use while biking 
is a boneheaded move, but 
the lawyer said legislators 
need to consider the poten-
tial a behavior has to harm 
people other than the risk-
taker himself.

“I know of no incidents 
of this causing serious in-
jury or death,” Vaccaro 
said. “Legislation has to be 
data-driven.”

Continued from page 1 

TEXTING

TEXT OF WILL: Cyclist Tara Matern demonstrates the safer way to 
text on the go — while stopped — in Williamsburg. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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EARN YOUR B S IN EXERCISE SCIENCE� AFFORDABLE - ONE OF THE LOWEST 
    PRIVATE TUITIONS IN THE COUNTRY

��A QUALITY, PRIVATE EDUCATION 

��HANDS-ON LEARNING IN OUR 
    STATE-OF-THE-ART EXERCISE 
    SCIENCE FACILITIES, RIGHT 
    ON CAMPUS

��RECOGNIZED BY THE NATIONAL 
    STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING 
    ASSOCIATION (NSCA) AS AN 
    EDUCATION RECOGNITION 
    PROGRAM (ERP)

� FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING - DAYS, 
    NIGHTS and WEEKENDS

� TWO AREAS OF CONCENTRATION -
     CLINICAL TRACK- PREPARES STUDENTS 
    FOR ENTRY INTO GRADUATE HEALTH 
    PROGRAMS LIKE: PHYSICAL THERAPY 
    & EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY, ETC. 
      
    PERFORMANCE TRACK- PREPARES 
    STUDENTS TO WORK IN DIVERSE FIELDS 
    LIKE: STRENGTH & CONDITIONING, 
    PERSONAL TRAINING and WEIGHT 
    LOSS MANAGEMENT, TO NAME A FEW.

EARN YOUR B.S. IN EXERCISE SCIENCE.
A FIELD PROJECTED TO GROW 19%* OVER THE NEXT DECADE

* As noted by the Bureau of Labor Statistics - BLS.gov


