
Month xx–xx, 2015

Your Neighborhood — Your News®May 17, 2015

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 11

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COMA CNG Publication

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A Gowanus company that 
recycles props from New 
York’s fi lm sets for resale 
is calling “cut!” on its op-
eration because it is los-
ing money, and now no one 
will be around to take out 
the fi lm industry’s trash or 
hold Hollywood to account 
for its wasteful ways, said 

the business’s owner. 
“The waste from this in-

dustry is growing, and ev-
eryone is sweeping it under 
the rug,” said Eva Radke, 
the founder and owner of 
Film Biz Recycling on Pres-
ident Street, which will 
close on June 20. “They just 
don’t care and no one’s forc-
ing them to.”

Radke  worked in the 
fi lm business for 15 years  
and has seen  fi rst-hand  
how many perfectly good 
costumes and items of fur-
niture are thrown away af-
ter a few days of use on set. 
She started Film Biz Recy-
cling in 2008 with the goal 
of reforming the way the 

BY MAX JAEGER
A Bay Ridge wine bar that also 
slings oysters is serving up some 
“Mary on the half-shell.”

On May 20, an ethnologist will 
devote an evening to talking about 
Italian-American devotional art 
— like the statues of the Virgin 
Mary ensconced in the shell-like 
yard shrines prevalent in Benson-
hurst — at the Owl’s Head wine 
bar in Bay Ridge. The academic, 
who recently published a book on 
the subject, began researching 
the signifi cance of yard shrines 
and traditional Neapolitan nativ-
ity scenes as a way of legitimizing 
what outsiders often dismissed as 
kitsch, he said.

“Nobody was really document-
ing this stuff,” said Joseph Scio-

BY VANESSA OGLE
Wood you look at that!

Five hometown handy 
men and women meet once 
a week to make artwork, 
furniture, and toys for the 
community — all made 
from wood collected almost 
exclusively from Marine 
Park. 

The creative class gives 

the group a chance to turn 
a piece of timber into some-
thing timeless, according 
to one of the community 
craftsmen. 

“What you start out with 
and what you end up with 
are two different things,” 
said Bob Kaplan, who holds 
the woodworking sessions 

Continued on page 6
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Feral felines rescued from train station
BY MAX JAEGER

Nine lives spared!
The feral cats who Benson-

hursters said were being system-
atically starved by the Metropol-
itan Transportation Authority 
are free, thanks to some vigilant 
cat-lovers and the power of the 
press.

  Kitty caretakers feared a few 
furballs living in the N train’s Bay 

Parkway station were doomed 
when the authority sealed walls 
and cracks through which the 
cat-lovers were rescuing kittens 
and feeding adults .  

Amateur animal trappers 
had been offering to remove the 
cats from the station property for 
years, they said, but the authority 
ignored their pleas. But after they 

Continued on page 8
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CALLING IT IN: Brandon 
Hernandez, an employee at 
Film Biz Recycling.

Woodworking class Film-prop recycling store closing

Doc to talk 
devotional 

art in Ridge
9 LIVES 
SAVED

Corey Janssen of Prospect Heights tickles her tastebuds on cotton 
candy at the Kings County Fair. The annual carnival is back at Aviator 
Sports and Event Center in Floyd Bennett Field from May 14 to 24. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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Bridal 
Sweepstakes
theweddingguideny.com/contest

win $3,000 in prizes

Bridal 
Sweepstakes

Diamond Jewelry

Pawning, redefined.

1-800-PLS-PAWN
(1-800-757-7296)

WWW.PROVIDENTLOAN.COM

Short Term Cash Loans
on Fine Watches, Gold &

Diamond Jewelry

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7
New Car Look””
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

Limited Time offer

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
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6 DAYS

Auto Dent

718–854–7900
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in his garage and displays 
some of his pieces at a gal-
lery in Brooklyn Heights. 

The woodworking classes 
began at the Salt Marsh Na-
ture Center 10 years ago 
— but Kaplan found it too 
time-consuming to set up 
his equipment at the center 
each week, so he decided to 
go out on a limb and hold the 
classes at his home, opening 
his garage-cum-woodshop 
to his students. 

Kaplan makes a point 
of locally sourcing his raw 
materials, trolling Marine 
Park for fallen branches — 
and occasionally scoring 
larger logs when he gets a 
tip from pals in the Parks 
Department.

“Sometimes they’ll tell 
me when they cut a tree 
down,” he said.

The hands-on class, 
comprised mostly of retired 
locals, is the type of work 
that gives the grown-ups an 
excuse to play, according to 
one of the students.

“I enjoy the revelry 
— letting go and reliving 
childhood,” said Barbara 
Becker, who has been in 
the group for about seven 
years. “When I retired, I fi -
nally had the opportunity 
to live the dream.”

The woodworkers’ ap-
preciation for fun is evi-
dent in their work — last 
Christmas, they made 25 
toy wagons, which were dis-
tributed to local toy drives. 
The members have also 
made bulletin boards and 
benches for the Salt Marsh 
Nature Center, according 
to Kaplan, as well as step-
stools, cabinets, and deco-
rative bowls, most of which 
is donated to needy com-
munity members. 

Seeing the pieces after 
they’re completed makes the 
whole process worthwhile, 
said one woodworker.

“Starting with a piece of 
wood and seeing a fi nished 
product gives you such a 
major sense of accomplish-
ment,” said Marge Britton, 
who has been woodworking 
with the group for about 
seven years. 

Kaplan said the wood-
working class is full — since 
he can’t fi t any more people 
into his garage — but he also 
teaches a woodturning class 
at the Carmine Carro Com-
munity Center, where he 
stores one of his lathes, which 
is open to local seniors.

Woodturning for Adults 
at the Carmine Carro Com-
munity Center in Marine 
Park (3502 Avenue S be-
tween E. 35th and 26th 
Streets). Every Thursday at 
1 pm. Free for members of 
the center. 

Serving the New York Tri-State Area for over 30 years | CALL US TODAY 1-800-337-1620

info@windowfi xinc.com windowfi xinc.com 335-347 38th Street, BKLYN 11232

Passive Houses 
Windows & Doors

ARE THE MOST 
EFFICIENT IN THE 

WORLD

Have you Heard?

ALL INVITED TO OUR NEW WINDOW LEARNING CENTER AND SHOWROOM

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Us Today

BY MAX JAEGER
Call it Bae Ridge.

“Love locks” — the sym-
bols of eternal devotion that 
sweethearts affi x to bridges 
and other scenic landmarks 
— are latching on to Bay 
Ridge. 

The tradition took off in 
Europe in the early aughts, 
and  by 2010, love locks 
started appearing on the 
Brooklyn Bridge . Four years 
later,  the phenomenon had 
spread to the Manhattan 
and Williamsburg bridges . 
And just this year, folks 
started noticing them in less 
picturesque locales like  a 
pedestrian bridge over the 
Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way in Carroll Gardens . 

Now the mementos 
have metastasized to the 
Belt Parkway footbridge 
near 80th Street, and lo-
cals say they appreciate 
the positive vibes.

“It’s good,” said Ridgite 
Sam Dueno. “I think we need 
more messages of love.”

But  the Department 
of Transportation says 
the amorous memorials 
amount to graffiti . 

It’s unclear when the 
locks began appearing on 
the Ridge bridge — many 

appear to be new, but others 
are so covered in rust they 
are tough to date.

Some Ridgites took no-
tice but didn’t know what 
the locks were for. Others 
were less keyed in.

“I’m from Portland, and 
locks are on bridges every-
where there — this is the 
fi rst time I’ve seen these,” 
said Natalie McPhillips, 
who has lived in Bay Ridge 
for a year and regularly jogs 
across the bridge.

One area 
hardware store 
owner said he’s 
familiar with the 
practice, but his 
clients haven’t 
asked for the 
locks by name.

“I’ve heard of 
it, but I haven’t 
had anyone 
come in saying 
they wanted to 
buy a love lock,” 
said Mike Sino, 
who owns United 
Hardware on 
Third Avenue.

It’s not clear 
how much far-
ther south 
the trend can 
spread. The Ver-

razano-Narrows Bridge — 
often maligned for its sky-
high toll and lack of bike 
lanes — may never get any 
love, since there is no way 
for passionate pedestrians 
to mount the span.

Whether the locks are 
graffi ti or grand romantic 
gestures, the impassioned 
exhibitions are an absolute 
imperative, one local said.

“When you fall in love, 
you’ve gotta lock it up,” said 
neighbor Chris Olivera.

‘Locks’ scourge spreads to Southern Brooklyn

CAN’T STOP LOVING YOU: Many locks in-
clude love notes, but eventually, the sym-
bols succumb to rust and the elements. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

The bonds of love

Continued from page 1 
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
It is a case of the fl acks 
fi ghting the fl ak!

Working Families 
Party operatives and top 
aides to Public Advocate 
Letitia James worked to-
gether in an attempt to 
fend off questions about 
James’s muddled support 
of a party candidate’s suc-
cessful assembly bid, an 
e-mail chain accidentally 
sent to The Brooklyn Cou-
rier revealed.

“Need a coordinated 
response from Tish’s of-
fi ce,” wrote Working 
Families Party commu-
nications director Nancy 
Goldstein to party di-
rector Bill Lipton in re-
sponse to a query by New 
York Observer reporter 
Ross Barkan as to why 
James’s photo was po-
sitioned over the words 
“Endorsed by leaders and 
organizations we trust” 
on a fl yer supporters of Di-
ana Richardson handed 
out despite the fact that 
James didn’t pick sides in 
the race. Next to James’s 
image was the quote “Vote 
Working Families Party 
to stand up for tenants and 
homeowners.”

The question,  brought 
on by the fact that some of 
competitor Shirley Patter-
son’s campaign literature 
incorrectly cited that city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
had given his endorsement , 
set off a fl urry of e-mails 
between Goldstein, Lip-
ton, James’s chief of staff 
Ibrahim Khan, along with 
James’s communications 
director Anna Brower and 
Joe Dinkin, the national 
communications direc-
tor for the Working Fami-
lies Party, wondering how 
the campaign and James 
should get the reporter off 
the trail.

“I think it’s reasonable 
to suggest to Ross that: 1) 
The quote from Tish is 
accurate: ‘Vote Working 
Families Party to stand 
up for tenants and ho-

meowners,’ and 2) The 
palm card clearly lists 
the seven elected offi cials 
who have endorsed in the 
Richardson race below the 
line: ‘Endorsed by lead-
ers and organizations we 
trust,’ ” Goldstein wrote in 
the e-mail. “In short, noth-
ing to see here, keep mov-
ing.”

Goldstein ran her 
statement by Khan for ap-
proval, then told the Ob-
server that James had 
signed off on the quote 
“because of her longstand-
ing relationship and sup-
port of the WFP,” despite 
admitting in an initial e-
mail to Lipton that she did 
not know if they had run 
the materials by James’s 
offi ce.

“I don’t know the back 
story here — whether we 
cleared it with Ibrahim 
fi rst,” she wrote. It was 
not clear from the e-mails 
whether Khan had ap-

proved the materials.
Khan consulted 

with Lipton and Gold-
stein about a state-
ment from James, but 
according to the Ob-
server,  eventually de-
clined to comment .

A party offi cial 
said the fl yer used 
James’s likeness and 
quote with her approval, 
and made a good faith ef-
fort to show which pols 
had actually endorsed 
Richardson.

“The palm card shows 
clear demarcation be-
tween the list of endorsers 
(across the bottom, below 
the words ‘Endorsed by 
leaders and organizations 
we trust’) and above that, 
Tish voicing her support 
broadly for the party,” 
said the spokeswoman.

But the literature was 
suggestive enough to lead 
one prominent Richard-
son supporter to question 

the integrity of the new as-
semblywoman.

“The notion that this 
wasn’t misleading is ab-
surd,” said Greenpoint 
District Leader Nick 
Rizzo, who worked on 
Richardson’s campaign 
and handed out some of 
the fl yers bearing James’s 
quote. “I’m proud to have 
worked on the campaign 
and I still support Diana, 
but I wish it had been a 
little more honest. It is in-
cumbent upon us to cam-
paign cleaner if we want a 
cleaner government.”

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
It was a committeeman con-
frontation!

Williamsburg district 
leader Nick Rizzo says he 
took a punch to the face from 
a Greenpoint bar owner early 
on May 7 when he stepped 
up to help a bartender after 
the owner refused to let her 
leave the bar, the low-level 
politician claimed. 

“I will take a punch for 
anyone vulnerable in my dis-
trict,” said Rizzo,  a bearded, 
bike-riding politician who 
became district leader last 
year . 

Rizzo walked around Wil-
liamsburg and Greenpoint 
last Thursday sporting a 
black eye from the early 
morning antics that ended 
up with Tommy’s Tavern 
owner in the back of a squad 
car. 

According to Rizzo, he 
was enjoying some beers 
and company at the “divie-
ist dive bar in Greenpoint” 
at the corner of Manhattan 
Avenue and Freeman Street 
just after 3 am last Thursday 
when the owner got into an 
argument with a bartender 
about when to close up shop. 
The bartender wanted to 
go home, but the owner in-
sisted that she keep serving 
drinks. The woman tried to 
leave, but the owner grabbed 
her to stop her from leaving. 
That is when Rizzo stepped 
in. 

“I told him ‘Look, you can 
fi re her, but you cannot put 

your hands on her and you 
cannot physically force her 
to stay,’ ” said Rizzo. 

The owner ordered 
Rizzo out of the bar, but he 
said he refused to leave un-
til he knew the bartender 
was safe. He called the po-
lice and while he was wait-
ing for them to show up, the 
out-of-control owner socked 
Rizzo in the eye. When cops 
showed up, they cuffed the 
bar owner. 

The NYPD confi rmed Riz-
zo’s account. A police spokes-
woman said the department 
charged the owner with as-
sault, menacing, disorderly 
conduct, and second-degree 
harassment. 

Rizzo said he does not 

TOUGH ON CRIME: The hipster 
pol’s eye goes will with his beard 
and tattoo. Photo by Sara Hylton

OUCH: Nick Rizzo shows off the shiner he got in an altercation at 
Tommy’s Tavern in Greenpoint. Photo by Sara Hylton

E-MAIL SNAFU: Working Families Party operatives and 
top aids to (right) Public Advocate Letitia James worked 
together to fend off reporters’ questions and accidentally 
sent the e-mail to us. 

Party’s PR rep sends 
strategy e-mail to us  

Low-level pol: I got 
a shiner protecting 
damsel in distress

The goal: ‘Please disperse, nothing to see here!’

Continued on page 10 Continued on page 10
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C L O T H I N G . S H O E S . A C C E S S O R I E S

One per customer. Must present for savings. Valid May 13-17, 2015 at all Lester’s stores.Women’s Superga, Classic UGG, Nike, Jordan, 
Under Armour, NFL/NBA Jerseys, LayetteOrders, Lili Gaufrette and other exclusions may apply. Cannot be combined with otheroffers, 

used on prior purchases or to purchase gift cards. Not valid in our WarehouseOutlet or on store charges.

and

20% 

NOW THRU SUNDAY, MAY 17

OFF YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

on almost everything storewide*

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons per-
form at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease 
alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a similar number. 
It is estimated that between 20% and 40% of these opera-
tions are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are rac-
ing to acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM, 
an FDA approved device that is saving thousands of 
Americans suffering from chronic back pain from going 
under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 

surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 
years ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of 
space travel: Astronauts that left with back pain would come 
back without it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-gravity state of 
the mission there were decompressive forces on the 
intervertebral discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All the pressure 
is taken off your spine and discs. Even better — and this 
is the key — a negative pressure is created. This negative 
pressure actually sucks the herniated material back into the 

disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc 
herniation sufferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented 
success with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or 
bulging discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or failure following 
back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA 
approved solution to back pain or to set up an appoint-
ment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-
234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., 
Brooklyn, NY 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN
DRX9000TM

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Got milk!

Borough President 
Adams joined a crowd of 
women and babies on May 
8 to celebrate the open-
ing of a lactation station 
at Borough Hall that will 
provide moms and their 
hungry tots a place to 
breast-feed. 

The lactation station, 
which sits on the ground 
fl oor of Borough Hall and 
can be accessed through 
the Joralemon Street en-
trance, includes comfy 
rocking chairs and edu-
cational literature for ma-
mas to peruse as their kids 
feed in a place free from 
scowls by less-than-under-
standing passers-by.

“There are still a large 
amount of people who 
don’t understand breast-
feeding,” said Lissette Fer-
reira, of Brownsville, as 
she juggled her 4-month-

old Luke on her lap. “I get a 
lot of dirty looks, but what 
am I supposed to do? If my 
baby is hungry I only have 
one source of nutrients for 
him.”

The law protects par-
ents who breast-feed in 
public, and Adams said 
that while he hopes his 
room will provide a com-
fortable place for feeding 
in private, he thinks the 
breast solution would be 
for parents to comfort-
ably feed their babies any-
where. Brooklyn, in short, 
should be a place where 
bosom buddies can always 
say thanks for the mam-
maries.

“We want parents to 
feel comfortable enough to 
feed their children in open 
air anywhere they want,” 
Adams said. “What we’re 
doing is giving this space 
here for those parents who 
choose to utilize it.”

OH BABY: Lissette Ferreira, of Brownsville, is excited to have a 
place to nurse 4-month-old Luke away from disapproving eyes. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

MILKING IT: Borough President Adams and Deputy Borough 
President Diana Reyna announce the opening of a lactation sta-
tion on the ground fl oor of Borough Hwall on May 8. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Lactation sensation
Borough Hall private space open to breast-feeding moms

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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Xaverian ace Amato tosses perfect game
BY STEPHEN ZITOLO 

Robert Amato was simply 
perfect. 

The Xaverian senior 
lefty tossed a perfect game 
in a 7–0 home victory 
against second-place Arch-
bishop Molloy on April 11. 

The game of his life 
came in the Clippers’ fi nal 
home game this year, and 
its most important contest 
of the season, as it needed to 
win to secure the Brooklyn-
Queens division crown. 

“We knew we had to 
come out here and win to 
clinch our spot in the di-
vision,” Amato said. “I 
just wanted to pitch my 
game and make sure all 
my pitches were working. 
It was nerve racking, but I 
got the job done. I’ve never 
had a perfect game before, 
but it certainly was a good 
feeling.”

His pitching line on the 
night was fl awless, seven 
innings, zero runs, zero 
hits, and seven strikeouts. 

“You saw him at his 
best,” said Xaverian 
catcher Nicholas Terzulli. 
“He proved that he’s our 
ace. I tip my hat off to him, 

he pitched phenomenal.”
As Amato got closer and 

closer to reaching perfec-
tion, the pressure rose, and 
no inning had more pres-

sure than the fi nal frame. 
The inning’s fi rst batter 
was Molloy junior Kevin 
Linitz. Linitz hit the ball 
between the mound and 

home plate, forcing Amato 
to jump forward and fi re to 
fi rst to just barely get Lin-
itz out. Thomas Manetta 
hit a slow ground ball to 
Xaverian fi rst baseman 
Xavier Vargas, who raced 
to the bag for the out. 

“I felt more pressure 
there than I felt in the city 
championship,” Terzulli 
said. “That’s the level of in-
tensity that we all had.”

The fi nal batter, senior 
Scott Hannon, hit a ground 
ball right at shortstop Phoe-
nix Hernandez. Hernandez 
stepped and fi red a bullet to 
fi rst. The throw forced Var-
gas to jump in the air and 
put a swipe tag on Hannon. 

Everyone held 
their breath 
and looked to 
the fi rst base 
umpire, who 
raised his 
right fi st in the 
air.  Amato had 
achieved that 
rare baseball 
feat, the per-
fect game. 

“Well, on 
the ground ball 
back to me, I 

didn’t think I was going to 
get it,” the ace said. “But 
as soon as I got it, I knew 
I had to throw it as quick 
as I could. The last play, I 
thought it was going to go 
over our fi rst baseman’s 
head. I was kind of ner-
vous. But thankfully the 
fi rst baseman got it.” 

The Xaverian bench 
stormed onto the fi eld and 
mobbed Amato to congrat-
ulate him. His teammates 
then proceeded to give him 
a Gatorade bath. It was the 
perfect end to the perfect 
day on the hill. 

“He needed this,” Xaver-
ian head coach Frank Del 
George said of Amato. 

“He’s been pitching incon-
sistently — winning games, 
but being inconsistent. 
This is what we expected 
from him all year. We hope 
that he keeps it this way.” 

The Xaverian offense dis-
played its prowess as well. It 
put together two big innings 
to really make Amato com-
fortable on the mound. In 
the fi rst inning, the Clippers 
sent seven batters to the 
plate and scored three runs 
on four hits. In the fourth, 
the offense was able to capi-
talize on two Molloy errors 
and two hits to scratch three 
more runs. Anthony Scotti 
had two RBI.

“Overall our execution 
was very good today and 
our defense was superb,” 
Del George said. “Our game 
is pitching and defense. If 
we hit, that’s icing on the 
cake. I think we’re a bit of a 
better hitting team than we 
were last year.” 

The victory also gave 
Xaverian a sweep of its 
three games against Molloy, 
which it beat in last year’s 
city championship round. 
It outplayed the Stanners in 
all facets. 

AMAZING AMATO: (Above) Rob Amato tossed a perfect game in 
a 7–0 victory over Archbishop Molloy on April 11. (Right) Amato’s 
teammate sent him to the shower early. Photos by Steven Schnibbe

rra, who grew up in Marine 
Park and Bergen Beach 
and is now the director of 
Queens College’s John D. 
Calandra Italian-Ameri-
can Institute. “When the 
media wrote about places 
like Bensonhurst as the 
new Little Italy back in the 
’80s, it was all, ‘Where you 
can go to get mozzarella or 
a cannoli’ — nobody was 
looking at the interesting 
the ways that people were 
creating ‘home’ in these 
spaces.”

After World War II, 

a wave of Italian immi-
grants fl ooded the city, 
bringing their Catholic 
faith and their penchant 
for putting it on display, 
he said. But art communi-
ties and the media largely 
ignore their  meticulously 
hand-crafted nativity 
scenes  — called presepio 
— and perfectly aligned 
brickwork surrounding 
saint statues as simple 
folk art, he said.

“This is creativity and 
artistic expression in ways 
that are not recognized by 
galleries and museums,” he 
said. 

Sciorra began his fi eld 
work 35 years ago, conduct-

ing countless interviews 
and attending myriad Ital-
ian-American cultural 
festivals citywide. But 
as southern Brooklyn’s 
Italian-American popula-
tion wanes from its hey-
day in the 1970s and ’80s, 
Sciorra’s work has taken 
on a new role in preserv-
ing that heritage, accord-
ing to the owner of the bar 
that will host the academ-
ic’s talk.

“What I like about it 
is that it’s very specifi c to 
here and investigates what 
is becoming a cult phenom-
enon as the ‘new Brooklyn’ 
culture moves in,” said the 
Owl’s Head owner John 

Avelluto. “I’m very inter-
ested in the arts in this part 
of Brooklyn — how they are 
being marginalized and 
also reversing that.”

Most of the art Sciorra 
examines has roots in the 
old country, but one truly 
Italian-American phe-
nomenon gets an entire 
chapter —  Dyker Heights’ 
Christmas light displays . 
And Sciorra is prepared 
to give a full-throated de-
fense of the practice some 
lampoon as tacky and oth-
ers gawk at without con-
text.

“I want people to not 
simply dismiss them as the 
doings of nouveaux riche,” 

he said. “They are display-
ing a sense of pride in hav-
ing achieved the status of 
home ownership — a key 
thing among Italian immi-
grants. People talk about 
their Christmas house dis-
plays as gifts back to the 
community, and others 
have used them as a votive 
act.”

“Built with Faith: Ital-
ian American Imagination 
and Catholic Material Cul-
ture in New York City” at 
the Owl’s Head [479 74th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Bay Ridge, (718) 
680-2436, www.theowls-
head.com]. May 20 at 7 pm. 
Free.

ART
Continued from page 1

ART OF PRAYER: This shrine 
on Benson Avenue is dedicated 
to two lost family members. 
 CNG / Max Jaeger
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

The bus stops here, and 
then the adventure begins! 

L & M Tours has been 
providing quality escorted 
motor coach tours froma 
Brooklyn since 1999. 

If you want to get away 
from it all for a day, a week-
end, or for a week or more, L 
& M Tours will get you there, 
show you the sites, and take 
you safely back home again.

Has winter left you with a 
bad case of cabin fever? Now 
is the perfect time for a get-
away to places such as Cape 
May, New England, Philadel-
phia, Block Island, or even 
Canada. Among the most 
popular trips are tours of 
Pennsylvania Dutch Amish 
country, Martha’s Vineyard, 
and partaking in crab and 
lobster feasts. These family-
oriented destinations allow 
you and your loved ones to 
enjoy a mini escape, even 
if you don’t have a lot of va-
cation time. They’re cost-
effective; and because you 
leave all the driving to L & 

M Tours, your retreat starts 
the minute you board.

This summer, there are 
tours to wonderful destina-
tions such as Chicago, Illi-
nois; the Thimble Islands in 
Connecticut; Hershey Park; 
and the Poland Spring Resort 
in Maine. You can spend a 
day in beautiful Providence, 
Rhode Island, or three days 
seeing the sites in Niagara 
Falls. Perhaps you’ve always 
wanted to see the Newport 
Flower Show. L & M Tours 
will take you there. 

Want to do some shopping 
at Tanger Outlets? There’s 
shopping trips, too. Maybe 
you prefer visiting a casino 
to see a show, and do a little 
gambling? There are plenty 
of options to keep you en-
tertained. If you prefer to 
broaden your mind or learn 
something new, there are a 
variety of museums and his-
toric sites. 

You’d be surprised how 
many New Yorkers are unfa-
miliar with the beauty found 
in the rest of the state, but 

that is easily fixed by book-
ing a trip to visit the glorious 
Adirondack Mountains in 
upstate New York. 

Tour buses pick up at five 
convenient locations, includ-
ing Bay Ridge, and drop you 
off at the same point. Dis-
counts are provided when 
you bring friends and fam-
ily — you can receive a group 
discount with as few as five 

people, and larger groups are 
eligible for larger discounts. 

Groups have the option of 
buying tickets for individual 
tours at a discounted price, 
or they can charter their own 
bus for a private tour. L & M 
Tours can also arrange bus 
transportation for groups, 
whether it’s for a day trip to 
Atlantic City or just to take a 
large group from the airport 

to a hotel. L & M Tours takes 
care of the transportation 
so no one else has to be con-
cerned about driving, park-
ing, tolls, or gas.

Don’t see what you’re 
looking for in their extensive 
brochure? Customize your 
own group tour! Call the of-
fice with the details, and 
they’ll work with you to cre-
ate a wonderful trip at a very 

reasonable price.
L & M Tours is not just a 

bus tour company; it’s a full-
service travel agency. It has 
agents who can book you on 
air and land packages to lo-
cations across the country 
and abroad. If you want to 
see the world but prefer not 
to fly, why not take a cruise? 
Staff can make all the ar-
rangements to send you on 
an adventure you’ll remem-
ber for years to come. The 
fun doesn’t have to end once 
you come home — if you com-
plete an air and land package 
or a cruise lasting eight days 
or longer, you’ll receive a 
free bus trip valued at under 
$100. It’s their way of saying 
thank you.

Call to request a free bro-
chure, and explore all the 
possibilities.

L&M Tours [6812 Third 
Ave. between 68th and 69th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
238–2284, www.LMTours.
net]. Open Mondays through 
Fridays, 9:30 am–6 pm; and 
on Saturdays, 11 am–4 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

See the sights with L & M TOURS
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contacted this paper, and 
the article created some 
fuzzy buzz, the authority’s 
ears pricked up, one res-
cuer said.

“The article generated 
a lot of power and, to make 
it short, I just came home 
with the last cat from the 
station today,” said dogged 
cat-rescuer Jose Hidalgo. 
“The MTA came through, 
and they were very nice 
about it. They removed 
one panel there, we put the 
traps, and one by one we 
pulled [the cats] out.”

Hidalgo met with trans-
portation authority big 
wigs, animal control, and 
Bensonhurst trap-neuter-
and-release mavens Ferals 
in Peril in the days follow-
ing the article’s publication, 
and got the wheels turning 
an extraction plan, he said. 

“We had a big-deal meet-
ing with the MTA,” Hidalgo 
said. “They were very ac-
commodating. Then boom 
— on Wednesday, we started 
the trapping.”

Two days later, four cats 
that had been living in the 

station were liberated, he 
said. Now vets are giving 
the cats the full work-over at 
 a Bath Beach limo dispatch 
that doubles as a trap-neu-
ter-and-release clinic and 
half-way house for wild cats . 

There may be two more 
mousers still in the sta-
tion, and the Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity will continue to work 
with experienced rescuers 

to make sure all the ani-
mals are removed safely, 
a spokeswoman said. But 
she warned against other 
feline fans trying to speed 
the process along.

“We strongly advise 
against attempts by mem-
bers of the public to catch 
or rescue these cats on our 
property because of the po-
tential dangers involved,” 
said authority spokes-

woman Marisa Baldeo.
The authority does not 

have a standard policy for 
handling animals that wan-
der into stations and onto 
tracks, but it does its best to 
remove animals without in-
jury, she said.  In 2013, the au-
thority halted service along 
the B and Q lines in Brook-
lyn when two adorable kit-
tens found their way onto 
the Church Avenue tracks .

Kids will spend 11 minutes 
dressing Spike up 
like a princess.

How about two 
minutes to brush 

their teeth?

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

Continued from page 1 

CATS

FIX AND FORTIFY: (Above) Left, Peter Szalaiko, who heads cat rescue group Ferals in Peril, helped 
fi x and inoculate Lily, a cat that Bensonhurster Jose Hidalgo helped rescue from the N train’s Bay 
Parkway station last week.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Old is new again
HAIL TO THE CHIEF: George Broadhead is the newly elected 
49th president of the Society of Old Brooklynites. Broad-
head has graced the pages of this paper before — taking 
on the city for failing to remove dead trees after Hurricane 
Sandy, and developers who tried to shoehorn a condo into a 
traffi c-heavy section of Sheepshead Bay. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure designed 
to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities 
without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 

for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxifi cation. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients 
average loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches 
compared to the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3-9 INCHES IN TWO WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off  excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When:  May 19 at 1:15 pm & 
May 26 at 6:15 pm

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona removes inches, more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The 
Doctors.  I have to say, I didn’t believe it at fi rst either.”        

—  Dr. Drew Ordon - Lead Physician on the Hit T.V. Show “The Doctors” 
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industry disposes of its de-
tritus.

For seven years, the 
company swooped in to 
fi lm and television shoots 
around the city to save 
still-good items from being 
sent to the dump, rescu-
ing between 80 to 120 tons 
of material a year, Radke 
said. The outfi t then sold 
or rented out the recov-
ered goods from its sprawl-
ing warehouse between 
Third and Fourth ave-
nues, a labyrinthine base-
ment cluttered with racks 
of clothing and stacks of 
chairs, alongside bizarre 
props such as coffi ns and 
bricks of fake cocaine. It 
also donated many of the 
more practical salvaged 
set materials to charities, 
she said.

But this model was ul-
timately not sustainable. 
Radke said the company 
was only able to fi nance 
about 80 percent of its op-
eration through the sales 
and rentals, and she had 
struggled for years to make 
up the difference through 

grants and donations. Fi-
nally, she made a last-ditch 
appeal to major studios and 
production companies to 
help fund the business that 
literally does their dirty 
work, but said they ignored 
her pleas. 

Now Radke is trying 
to keep Film Biz Recy-
cling’s own merchandise 
from becoming landfi ll 
by putting everything in 
its warehouse on sale. All 
items will be 25 percent 
off through May 23, 50 

percent off from May 25 
to June 6, and 75 percent 
off from June 8 to June 13. 
And from June 15 until the 
business closes its doors on 
June 20, customers will be 
able to name their price for 
anything that is left.

But the bargains are bit-
tersweet for treasure hunt-
ers, who say they’re sad to 
be losing the city’s premier 
destination for bundles of 
fake dynamite and vintage 
rotary telephones. 

“The idea of this place 

was brilliant,” said Maja 
Rajenovich, a Bedford-
Stuyvesant who visited the 
store for the fi rst time on 
Monday. “I hate to see all of 
this go in a dumpster.”

One of Film Biz’s 12 em-
ployees said she hopes other 
eco-conscious members of 
the entertainment industry 
will keep the dream alive 
and eventually team up to 
create a similar project.

“The responsibility lies 
in other people’s hands 
now,” said director of assets 
and outreach Kristin Sisley, 
a Park Slope resident who 
has worked at the company 
for three years. 

“There are a lot of peo-
ple who back what we do, so 
hopefully sometime in the 
future they will stand up to-
gether.”

It isn’t a big ask, said 
Radke. The industry could 
easily clean up its act if it 
wanted to.

“It’s not medical waste 
we’re dealing with, it’s 
mid-century credenzas,” 
she said.

Film Biz Recyling [540 
President St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, (347) 384–2336, 
www.fi lmbizrecycling.org]. 

Continued from page 1 

FILM BIZ

The accidental blind 
carbon copy by Goldstein 
was the second such 

snafu in the past week, 
coming on the heels of 
an e-mail Mayor DeBla-
sio  accidentally sent to 
the New York Times com-
plaining about subway 
service . 

E-MAIL

plan to press charges, but 
police said they have al-
ready started the crimi-
nal justice process against 
the owner based on Rizzo’s 
black eye. 

Tommy’s Tavern is 
known as Murder Bar by 
locals for a killing that 
happened there years 
ago. The tavern’s anti-
quated website www.
t o m m y s t a v e r n . c o m , 
which features a pair of 
neon dancing girls and 
moving skulls and por-
tions of skeletons, adver-
tises “incredibly cheap 
beer” and music by “live 
girls.”

Rizzo is the second Wil-
liamsburg politico to go out 
of his way to help someone 
or an animal in need in re-

cent weeks. Councilman 
Steve Levin garnered  ac-
colades  and then a fi ancee 
after  he rescued an abused 
and pregnant cat off the 
Brooklyn Queens Express-
way .  

The bar’s owner could 
not be reached for com-
ment, but Rizzo fi gures he 
will have to look for a new 
late-night joint, since he 
is probably banned from 
Tommy’s.

A state committeeman, 
also known as a district 
leader, is the lowest level 
of elected offi ce. Holders 
of the unpaid position 
 help the parties  they rep-
resent hire poll workers 
and election inspectors, 
organize meetings and 
events, elect judges for 
civil, supreme, and surro-
gate courts, and support 
candidates in their run 
for offi ce.

Continued from page 3

RIZZO
Continued from page 3

SHIRT OFF MY BACK: Film Biz Recycling offered for-sale and for-
rent props and clothing rescued from fi lm shoots across the city.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

SHE SNORES MORE
 THAN I DO, BUT I STILL 
LOVE MY HUMAN.

— BANDIT
   adopted 11-26-09
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 Penn Dutch Amish Trip; Cape May
 Philadelphia; Baltimore; Boston; Annapolis
 Sight & Sound Theatres - Joseph & Samson 2016
 Maine; New Hampshire; Vermont
 Niagara Falls & Toronto; Montreal & Quebec
 Chicago; Pittsburgh; Ocean City; Cleveland
 Cape Cod & Martha’s Vineyard; Gettysburg
 Nashville & Memphis; Nova Scotia & Prince Edward Island 
 Casinos; Shopping; Shows; Train/Boat Rides & More

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruises
Want to go on a cruise? 
We can book you on voyages offered by all cruise lines.

Vacation Packages
We sell domestic and international air & land packages.

L & M TOURS  Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!

Receive a free one day bus trip 
under $100 after booking 

& completing a 8-day or longer
cruise or vacation package with us.

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

5 Convenient 
Pick Ups in NYC

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 Tours to Choose From

Bus Trips

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 5
Air & Land Packages

Motorcoach Tours & Charters
Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Group Discounts &
Free Transfers

Call for Details


