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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
The contagious rhythms of Mi-
chael Jackson will meet the 
delicate grace of the Russian 
ballet to tell a story of diversity 
and friendship at a special pro-
gram in this year’s “The World 
of Dance” festival hosted by 
the Brighton Ballet Theater.

The theater itself is a testa-
ment to cultural diversity and 
the immigrant story that char-
acterizes Brooklyn — founded 
28 years ago by a dancer from 
Lvov, Ukraine, who has since 
opened her studio doors to a 
wide breadth of cultures and 
dance traditions. 

“When I came to the U.S., I 
had a dream to have a school 
and to teach dance in this 
country, so this is my dream 
come true,” said Irina Roizin. 
“I also had a dream to have an 
international school, not just 
for the Russian community, 
but the community of Brook-
lyn.”

Roizin’s dream comes 
to life with the premiere of 
“Black and White,” a contem-
porary dance production that 
infuses Russian ballet with a 
mixture of hip-hop, jazz and 
African and Indian folk tradi-
tion. The iconic Michael Jack-
son song of the same name is 
the inspiration of the produc-
tion, and the choreographer 
said his work refl ects the king 
of pop’s message of inclusion.  

“It doesn’t matter what 
color you are or where you 
come from — everyone can 
relate to dance,” said James 
Huggins. “Every culture has 
their own style of dance, so 
we’re bringing that all to-
gether with this Michael Jack-
son song that typically you 
wouldn’t expect to see with 
these dance styles.”

The special performance 
will take place on June 18, 

BY MAX JAEGER
Wood from the Riegelmann 
Boardwalk that was suppos-
edly damaged during Super-
storm Sandy is being reused 
in Italy — as a boardwalk.

In a classic case of one city’s 
trash being another’s tesaro, 
architects who designed the 
U.S.A. Pavilion at Milan’s 
Expo 2015 used lumber from 
Brooklyn’s Boardwalk to 
build an indoor boardwalk at 
the Italian World’s Fair. The 
city has for years been try-
ing to convince residents that 
concrete and synthetic boards 
are better suited for beach-
front walkways — and has 
 routinely replaced portions of 
the wooden Boardwalk , which 
stretches from Coney Island to 
the edge of Manhattan Beach, 
with non-wood options — up-
setting old-school Boardwalk 
advocates who say it is the 
wood that makes it good.

And to them, the ironic 
move to repurpose Boardwalk 
wood to make a boardwalk 
could be the last straw.

“What a travesty — ship-
ping our Boardwalk’s wood 
off to another country to be 
re-purposed and enjoyed 
there, while we have plastic 
and concrete shoved down 

Continued on page 17Continued on page 17
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Wood builds 
Milanese 

promenade

Georgian and Ukrainian dancers took to the Boardwalk to share their culture with audience members 
from a variety of backgrounds on June 6. For more, see page 5. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Workers at Forest City are fond of saying, 
“We stand on the shoulders of giants,” to 
hail the working men and women who 
built the national company into a multi-
billion-dollar urban real estate enterprise 
with dozens of properties across the Big 
Apple and metropolitan area, including 
Barclays Center — one of the most high-
tech sports arenas on earth.
Now, modern-day Goliaths are breaking 
new ground.

David Berliner — chief operating offi -
cer at Forest City Ratner Companies, the 
fi rm’s New York subsidiary based Down-
town — is the corporate marvel behind 
every strategic decision about acquisi-
tions, pipeline projects, and existing prop-
erties. But he is also an avid art enthusi-
ast who has helped to bring public art to 
several of the company’s holdings in an 
effort to champion local talent. Thanks to 
Berliner, the home of the Brooklyn Nets 
features commissioned exhibits, digital 
collaborations, sculptures, and murals 
as big as blue whales that are almost as 
spectacular as its fi ve-star sports and en-
tertainment.

“Public art animates a public space and 
makes people see their world in a different 
way,” he said. “We have so much great art 
occurring in our backyard that for us to 
showcase it is a gift to Brooklyn.”

Arts organization Bric Arts Media 
singled out Berliner, who is also a board 
treasurer at the Brooklyn Museum of 
Art, for top honors at the June 3 launch of 
its Celebrate Brooklyn! Performing Arts 
Festival, where the affable power broker, 
whose words tumble out like a waterfall, 
shared the night with a performance by 
iconic funk goddess Chaka Khan.

Berliner helped to secure free gallery 
space for Bric at One Pierrepont Plaza — 
another of the company’s Brooklyn devel-

opments — more than 20 years ago, and 
the president of the organization is still 
singing his praises.

“David is a pioneer who has invested 
in the resurgence of art and culture in 
New York City,” said Leslie G. Schultz. 
“His commitment to the arts is unparal-
leled.”

Permanent installations
Passers-by at Barclays Center can en-

joy eye-popping works by borough-based 
artists without setting foot inside the 
venue.

German-born artist Ursula VonRy-
dingsvard’s massive meteor-like sculp-
ture “Ona” graces the plaza in gritty 
tribute to Brooklyn’s bold personality. 
Jose Parla’s “Diary of Brooklyn,” a giant 
composition of squiggles, scrawls, and 

inscriptions on a fading blue backdrop 
connoting time and experience greets 
visitors to the arena. And a pair of haunt-
ing video pieces by OpenEndedGroup — 
featuring a bodiless dancer depicted as a 
moving hand-drawn sketch and a celebra-
tion of Brooklyn stoops and playgrounds 
— are projected onto the marquee and on 
fi ve interior screens, offering viewers a 
surreal look at the brough, Berliner says.

“It’s as if you’re fl ying through the 
neighborhood in your dreams,” he said of 
the dazzling digitals.

Other permanent installations include 
a fi rst-fl oor exhibit of historic, six-foot-tall 
photographs of early-20th century African-
American basketball players the Black 
Fives, including Brooklyn hoopsters from 
the Smart Set Athletic Club, nicknamed 
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By Noah Hurowitz

These debs are no downers!
An interactive dance perfor-

mance in Red Hook introduces 
audiences to the tension and competition 
behind the tightly-enforced etiquette of 
a debutante ball. The show “Debutaunt” 
portrays girls who may be steeped in tradi-
tion, but who want to carve out space for 
themselves, said the show’s creator.

“There is a mistress of ceremonies 
who passes on messages that aren’t pro-
ductive or useful to this generation, 
but the girls by the end are in revolt 
in their own way,” said choreographer 

Mary John Frank. “They are forced to 
find their own voice and decide whether 
to stand up to old traditions.”

“Debutaunt” brings viewers into the 
action with lessons on posture and table 
manners, and each audience member 
receives a bracelet with the name of a par-
ticular debutante. Each character has her 
own choreographed dance and accompa-
nying video, and as the evening progresses 
the debs fall into competitive strife as their 
assigned champions cheer them on.

Frank knows about the world of debu-
tantes — she used to be one. 

During breaks from studying at New 

York University, she would return to her 
home in Texas to participate in debutante 
events alongside the young women she had 
grown up with. There was a stark contrast 
between her New York life and her debu-
tante life back home, but slipping back into 
the life of a southern belle was easier than 
you might think, she said. 

“For me, it was just what people in my 
community did,” she said. “My parents 
were matched at a debutante ball. It was 
very much part of the culture, and I wanted 
to feel connected to that.”

Still, she was in no rush to try to explain 
the tradition to her New York friends.

“I didn’t hide it, but it seemed so out of 
context there would be no way of describ-
ing it to people here,” she said.

Instead, the show brings New York 
audiences into the world of cotillion-style 
dancing. In fact, each show ends with a 
dance, and Frank encourages audience 
members to dress up and join the ball. 

“Debutaunt,” at Atelier Roquette (63 
Commerce St. between Richards and Van 
Brunt streets in Red Hook, www.debutaunt-
ball.com.) June 12–13 at 8 pm; June 14 at 7 
pm; June 19 and June 20 at 8 pm; June 21 
at 7 pm; June 26 and June 27 at 8 pm, and 
June 28 at 7 pm. $35.

Dance performance brings viewers into the world of debutantes
Rebel belles
Bring it on: Well-dressed debutantes compete to become belle of the ball in the interactive dance performance “Debutaunt,” playing in Red Hook until June 28. Mary John Frank

Ratner pal’s art-smarts a slam dunk for Barclays, Downtown

A WALL OF ART: Jose Parla’s “Diary of Brooklyn” at Barclays Center. Forest City Ratner

SPORTING GOODS

ART-TASTIC: (Above) David Berliner is honored 
by Bric Arts Media for championing artwork 
in public places at the group’s June 3 open-
ing night of Celebrate Brooklyn! at Prospect 
Park. (Left) Sam Falls’ “Untitled (Wind Chimes),” 
which was installed at MetroTech. 

Continued on page 19
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BY MAX JAEGER
Viva los Boricuas!

For the fi rst time in 20 
years, Sunset Parkers will 
have the city’s blessing when 
they take to Fifth Avenue on 
Puerto Rican Day on June 14. 

The avenue has long been 
the de facto gathering place 
for neighborhood revellers re-
turning from the annual pa-
rade held in Manhattan, but 
the lack of a parade permit and 
a history of tensions between 
residents and police made the 
unsanctioned marches a pow-
der keg that routinely burst 
into brawls between locals and 
law enforcement, according 
to this year’s organizers. By 
formalizing the fete with a pa-
rade permit, organizers hope 
to keep tensions well below the 
boiling point, an offi cial said.

“I believe that there has 
to be some sort of change,” 
said Dennis Flores, parade 
organizer and head of police 
watchdog group El Grito de 
Sunset Park. “We have to cre-
ate something new to prevent 
the same thing from happen-
ing every year.”

Residents have fl ooded 
Fifth Avenue following the 
Manhattan parade for decades, 
Flores said. It became so rou-
tine that he said police would 
close the avenue to traffi c. The 
street closures prompted more 
people to leave the sidewalk 
— though they technically 
weren’t allowed to, Flores said. 
Police would then tell people 
to get out of the street and con-
fl icts would erupt.

The dynamic created more 
harm than good, according to 
this year’s parade marshal.

“People mingling with 

traffi c is serious and danger-
ous, but what ended up hap-
pening is that police closing 
the street became a source 
of fi ghts breaking out,” said 
Javier Nieves, who organized 
city-sanctioned Puerto Rican 
Day Parades in the 1980s and 
also served as an assembly-
man in the 1990s.

Blood hit the pavement dur-
ing last year’s parade, when 
police battered and arrested 
a 17-year-old kid they accused 
of attacking cops. Police later 
dropped the charges, admit-
ting in a letter to the boy’s at-
torney that the offi cer who 
claimed in a criminal com-
plaint to have witnessed the 
attack was actually nowhere 
nearby when the alleged at-
tack occurred.

The offi cial parade and fes-

tival starts at 5 pm, but a long-
time festival organizer sug-
gested folks are likely to hit 
the streets early.

“I’m glad that the parade 
going to come back to Sunset 
Park, and I pray that both the 
people and the police will work 
together, because it’s going to 
be a full-day celebration,” said 
Pat Ruiz, who organized the 
now-defunct Boricua Festival 
in Prospect Park and later the 
Sunset Park waterfront.

Sunset Park Puerto Rican 
Day Parade on Fifth Avenue 
from 59th Street to 43rd Street 
at 5 pm. Festival in Sunset 
Park (43rd Street and Fifth Av-
enue) at 7:30 pm. Flores is ask-
ing for fi nancial support for 
the parade via a crowd-fund-
ing website at  www.gofundme.
com/SPPRParade2015 .

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
An adult female Minke whale 
was found dead on Brighton 
Beach near Ocean Parkway 
on Monday. 

A strike from a ship’s pro-
peller likely killed the ani-
mal, which had severe inju-
ries to its head, according 
to biologists from the River-
head Foundation for Marine 
Research and Preservation 
who performed a necropsy 
on the body. 

In addition to the head 
wounds, biologists found in-
ternal bruising, propeller 
slices and mechanical lacer-
ation. They believe the death 
occurred within the last two 
days. The whale’s dissected 
carcass was transported to 
a Parks Department facility 
where it will be disposed of 
safely, while samples of the 
remains were transported to 
the Riverhead facility for fur-
ther testing. 

This isn’t the fi rst ce-
tacean to meet its end in 
Brooklyn.  A 30-foot Sei 
whale beached itself near 
the Brooklyn Army Termi-
nal in May last year , and in 
 2007 a 12-foot Minke whale — 
dubbed “Sludgie” — swam up 

the Gowanus Canal  and died 
before rescuers could move it 
back out to sea. 

Minke whales are abun-
dant off the coast of Brook-
lyn, said a Riverhead repre-
sentative, and ship strikes 
are a leading cause of death 
for whales in these waters. 

“It is a common cause of 
death for whales because 
there are boats coming in 
and out,” said Rachel Bos-
worth. “If it’s a large vessel, 
they might not even be aware 
they hit it.”

As of now, authorities 
know nothing about the boat 
the killed the whale.

Sunset Park Puerto Rican Day Parade 
gets permit for fi rst time in decades

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Alzheimer’s patients and care-
givers got expert information 
on the disease as well as re-
sources and long-term care op-
tions at an elderly care center 
in Brownsville on June 4.

 CenterLight Healthcare’s 
Program for All-Inclusive Care 
for the Elderly  hosted a speaker 
from the Alzheimer’s Resource 
Center who took the opportu-

nity to bring the center’s ex-
pertise to families and caregiv-
ers in need of assistance. 

“It was exciting for us to 
be out there,” said the center’s 
chief executive Mary Ann 
Malack-Ragona. “I jumped at 
the opportunity, knowing I 
could reach families who are 
not getting the kind of infor-
mation they need.”

Malack-Ragona spoke 

about the lesser-known psy-
chiatric and behavioral symp-
toms of Alzheimer’s that may 
help someone recognize signs 
of the disease in a loved one, 
as well as dispelling miscon-
ceptions that could lead to a 
misdiagnosis. 

Caregivers were able to 
seek guidance on treatment 
options and ask questions 
about managing the disease.

“That’s where the real 
work comes in,” said Malack-
Ragona. “We’re interacting 
with families and what they’re 
dealing with and how we ad-
dress that.”

June is Alzheimer’s Aware-
ness month, and CenterLight 
will provide more lectures in 
partnership with the resource 
center at locations throughout 
the borough. Each event will 

feature a guest speaker and op-
portunities to receive expert 
guidance over refreshments.  

CenterLight’s elderly care 
center offers medical and di-
agnostic services as well as 
recreational activities and 
transportation options for pa-
tients. 

“It’s a one-stop service 
area,” said direct sales man-
ager Leslie Willhoft. 

PROPELLER HEAD: The whale 
had severe injuries to its head — 
possibly caused by a boat’s pro-
peller. Photo by Steve Solomonson

BEACHED: A whale was found dead on Brighton Beach near Ocean 
Parkway on June 8. Photo by Steve Solomonson

GIANT STEPS: The Sunset Park Puerto Rican Day Parade Committee, 
lead by Dennis Flores, kneeling in front, is gearing up for the fi rst permit-
ted Puerto Rican Day parade in the neighborhood in more than 20 years.
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

On the march

Whale washes up 
on Brighton Beach

Experts anwser questions about Alzheimer’s from patients and caregivers
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Weed all about it!

Brooklyn could be home to one of 
New York’s fi rst pot dispensaries, af-
ter one of the companies vying for a li-
cense to grow and distribute medical 
marijuana in the state signed a lease 
on a Downtown building last week, 
and Borough President Adams says 
the company couldn’t have picked a 
better location.

“Brooklyn would be a great anchor 
in the city,” he said.

Long Island medical marijuana 
company Palliatech, which operates 
legal dispensaries across the coun-
try, says it inked a deal on June 4 for 
a second-fl oor space at 425 Fulton St., 
between Pearl and Jay streets — just 
two blocks from Borough Hall. The 
company hopes to build a sleek, state-
of-the art distribution facility with 
nary a tie-dyed shirt or Grateful Dead 
album in sight, said a spokesman.

“It will be very secure, but also 
clean, modern, and open,” said ex-
ecutive vice-president Andrei Bogol-
ubov. “Think Apple-Store-meets-phar-
macy.” 

But an organic pharmacy on Ful-
ton Mall is still far from a sure thing. 
Albany is issuing only fi ve licenses 
to grow and distribute medical mari-
juana in the state, and Palliatech is 
just one of dozens of hopefuls that have 
applied for one of the coveted pot per-
mits. 

And if the company does nab a li-
cense, New York’s medical marijuana 
law — considered one of the most re-
strictive in the country — 
will only allow Palliatech 
to create and dispense 
products derived from 
cannabis extracts, 
such as oils and cap-
sules, rather than giv-
ing patients sticky buds 
to smoke or edible prod-
ucts like weed brownies. 
Only people with a medi-
cal marijuana card will be al-
lowed inside the premises. 

Adams said any dispensary in 
Brooklyn would not be a “neighbor-
hood pot shop.” 

“This is medical treatment for 
those in need,” he said.

The Beep, an ex-cop, has been a pro-
ponent of medical Mary Jane since his 
days as a state senator, a position he 
said he came to after watching a can-
cer-stricken friend successfully use 
pot to combat nausea caused by che-
motherapy. Without a legal option, the 
man’s younger brother had to go to a 
neighborhood drug dealer to buy the 
ganja, Adams said. The risks of that il-
licit transaction made him think — re-
ally think, man — about how lawmak-

ers could help patients like his friend 
get the medicine they need, he said.

“Imagine having to break the law in 
order to alleviate your pain or a loved 
one’s pain,” he said. “His younger 
brother put himself in harm’s way, and 
he could have been arrested or the vic-

tim of a crime. We should not put that 
barrier in the way of people trying 
to overcome illness.”

The state okayed the 
medical marijuana pro-
gram in July last year, 

and accepted applications 
from businesses look-
ing to grow and dis-
tribute the dope 

from late April through 
last Friday. Hopefuls had 
to cough up a $10,000 ap-

plication fee, plus another 
$200,000 that will be refunded to the 

rejects, and will have to meet strict 
manufacturing, quality, and operating 
guidelines. Each licensee will be al-
lowed to open up to four dispensaries, 
though they must be dispersed around 
the state.

Bogolubov said his company, which 
has been slinging hash since 2009, is 
prepared to jump through all the nec-
essary hoops.

“We’re old-timers by industry stan-
dards,” he said.

The state will announce the fi ve 
successful applicants some time this 
summer, and the companies will be 
able to start manufacturing and dis-
tributing in January 2016.

Weed dispensary eyes Fulton Mall

GREEN OPPORTUNITY: Long Island-based 
Palliatech has leased the second fl oor of 
425 Fulton St., which it hopes to turn into a 
medical weed dispensary by January. 
 Community News Group / Noah Hurowitz

POT LUCK! 

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Brighton Beach experienced 
a wave of culture on Saturday 
as traditional Georgian and 
Ukrainian folk dancers took 
to the Boardwalk.

Crowds gathered to wit-
ness the strength and grace of 
professional dancers clad in 
colorful costumes who reveled 
in the opportunity to share 
their culture with an enrap-
tured audience at a June 6 
event sponsored by the Brook-
lyn Arts Council. 

“For the performers, it was 

a pleasure because you feel a 
direct response from the au-
dience,” said Victor Sirelson, 
artistic director of the Danc-
ing Crane Company, which 
specializes in Georgian folk 
dance. “It’s very different from 
performing in a theater.”

Dancers felt welcomed by a 
warm and receptive audience 
who enjoyed learning from the 
pros in a dance workshop after 
the main performances. 

“We had some crowd par-
ticipation,” said Molly Gam-
ble, a Ukrainian folk dancer 

who has been with the Kar-
paty Folk Song and Dance 
Ensemble for three years. “A 
lot of young kids tried their 
best at some Ukrainian folk 
steps and they did a great 
job.”

Sirelson was thrilled by the 
reception of audience mem-
bers from a variety of back-
grounds and cultures.

“This is signifi cant for the 
Georgian community,” he 
said. “It’s signifi cant to have 
an expression of their arts in 
the public area.”

FOLK HEROES: (Left) Carrie Plew, Molly Gamble, Anna Chelak and Ksenya 
Hentisz of the Karpaty Dance Ensemble wow the crowd with their tradi-
tional Ukrainian garb. (Center) Georgian dancers dazzle the audience.  
(Above) Little Nini was among the smaller Dancing Crane performers who 
graced the Boardwalk. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Dancers dazzle the Boardwalk

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed



6    COURIER LIFE, JUNE 12–18, 2015 B GM BR

BY MAX JAEGER
More than 160 Ridge mov-
ers and shakers supped and 
stepped the night away at the 
Bay Ridge Community Coun-
cil’s fi rst annual dinner dance 
at Dyker Heights catering hall 
Sirico’s on June 4.

The group had caroused at 
El Caribe in Mill Basin for the 
last 63 years, but nobody was 
complaining about the bash in 
Bay Ridge’s backyard, an or-
ganizer said.

“Everybody likes it be-

cause it’s close to home,” said 
Irene Hanvey. “Nobody has to 
get on the Belt [Parkway] after 
happy hour.”

The council honored two 
outstanding women for their 
contributions to the Ridge — 
Nordic cultural maven Arlene 
Rutuelo and Greek-American 
community powerhouse Zoe 
Koutsoupakis.

“These are two women who 
have given everything to make 
Bay Ridge a better place,” said 
freshly sworn-in council pres-

ident Vincent Bocchino.
The recognition was a cap-

stone, said Koutsoupakis, a 
Greek-American banker who 
moved to the U.S. at 14 and 
has since guided — and raised 
piles of cash cash for — neigh-
borhood Greek organizations.

“It’s the reward of 38 years 
of community service,” she 
said. “This award belongs to 
all of you, because you made 
me what I am.”

Lifelong Ridgite Rutuelo 

RIDGE RAVES: (Above) Honorees Arlene Rutuelo and Zoe Koutsoupakis 
received fi gurative and literal laurels at the Bay Ridge Community Coun-
cil’s 64th annual dinner dance on June 4. (Left) Representatives from 
the offi ces of every elected offi cial in Bay Ridge brought proclamations 
for the honorees. Most of the pols dropped in to pay their respects in 
person, as well. Community News Group / Max Jaeger

Ridge civic parties down

CATERERS

Offering dinner, cocktail 
and buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

Continued on page 21
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NYU Langone provides state-of-the-art 
neurology services in Brooklyn.

1220 Avenue P • Brooklyn, NY 11229 

718.376.1004

Marshall Keilson, MD 

Robyn Wolintz, MD

Our services are now available at a convenient Midwood office. Neurologists Marshall Keilson, MD, 

and Robyn Wolintz, MD, have joined forces to meet the needs of the Brooklyn community. At this new 

location, we provide diagnosis and treatment for patients with a wide array of neurological disorders, 

as well as expertise in caring for patients with multiple sclerosis, neuro-ophthalmology issues, memory 

disorders, and epilepsy. The Brooklyn practice is directly affiliated with the NYU Langone Multiple 

Sclerosis Comprehensive Care Center in Manhattan.

We’re bringing together the comprehensive resources, technology, and expertise of NYU Langone with 

the physicians you’ve come to know in your neighborhood.
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Hoax-ial cable
A phony utility worker stole cash 

and jewelry from an elderly Fort 
Hamilton Parkway woman on June 
2. 

The thief showed up at the wom-
an’s house between 88th and 89th 
streets in Bay Ridge at 11:30 am, 
police said. He told the 81-year-
old victim he worked for the ca-
ble company and coaxed her into 
letting him in so he could check 
the coaxial cable, a police report 
states. 

While inside, the guy grabbed 
$25 cash and two bracelets worth a 
combined $529, offi cials said.

Finders keepers
An opportunistic thief took a 

guy’s wallet after it fell off the man’s 
car on the corner of Poly Place and 
13th Avenue in Dyker Heights on 
May 31. 

The absent-minded victim left 
his phone and wallet atop his car 
and drove away at 1:30 pm, police 
said. He realized his error and went 
back to collect his stuff, but he could 
only fi nd his phone, a police report 
states.

Rim ripoff
A fl ashy fi end took two tires 

and rims from a parked car on 81st 
Street sometime between May 31 
and June 1. 

The victim parked his ride be-
tween 11th and 12th avenues in 
Dyker Heights at 9:55 am, but 
when he returned the next day at 1 
pm, the tires and two chrome rims 
were gone, police said. The wheels 
were worth $1,400, a police report 
states.

Lousy homecoming
A sneak stole $10,000 and jewelry 

from a 64th Street home while the 
residents were out of town between 
May 26 and June 4. 

The crook took the goods from 
a bedroom cabinet in the home be-
tween 10th and 11th avenues in 

Dyker Heights, police said. The vic-
tim’s mother may have left the front 
door open, a police report states.

Dyker heist
A crook hit the jackpot when he 

lifted $18,600 from an Eighth Ave-
nue apartment between May 26 and 
June 3. 

The resident was out of town for 
the span, and when he returned to  
his house between  67th and 68th 
streets in Dyker Heights, he found 
that someone had broken into his 
apartment and taken the cash and 
an iPhone 6 from his bedroom 
dresser, police said.

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Lobby lunge 
A good-for-nothing lout choked 

a woman in the lobby of her 
Batchelder Street apartment build-
ing on June 1 — before scampering 
away with her purse.

The victim told police said she 
noticed the ruffi an following her as 
she entered the lobby of the building 
near Avenue V at 9:12 am. The brute 
grabbed her in a chokehold from be-
hind while she waited for the eleva-
tor, then pushed her to the elevator 
fl oor and yanked the purse from her 
hands, cops stated. Authorities say 
the perp fl ed on foot.

Hack with a hacksaw 
Cops cuffed a man who they said 

attempted to hack his way into an E. 
16th Street home using a hacksaw 
and a baseball bat on June 4.

Police say the suspect was seen 
attempting to saw open the lock of 

the front door of the home near Av-
enue X with a hacksaw at 7:20 pm, 
before resorting to bashing it with a 
baseball bat. 

When the cops arrived, the red-
handed perp was caught holding the 
hacksaw with the bat nearby and 
was arrested, offi cials stated. 

Pen is mightier 
A man was arrested for robbing 

a bank at Avenue U on June 3 by 
claiming in a written note to a teller 
to have a gun, police said. 

Authorities say the pen-wielding 
baddie tried to open a savings ac-
count at the bank near W. Eighth 
Street at 3:20 pm, only to be told that 
his New Jersey ID was no good and 
that he would need a New York one 
to open an account. 

The wordsmith returned fi ve 
minutes later with a folded letter for 
the teller, which stated, “Don’t re-
peat anything, I have a gun, I will 
shoot, give me all the money,” ac-
cording to the police report. 

The teller handed over $910, but 
cops were notifi ed and an arrest 
was made.  — Allegra Hobbs

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Shanked
A knuckle-dragger knifed a guy 

over a phone on Highlawn Avenue 
on June 6. 

The victim told cops he was near 
W. Eighth Street in Gravesend at 
4:25 am when the punk pulled a 
blade on the guy and demanded his 
wallet and phone, police said. The 
victim said he refused, and the goon 
attacked him, cutting his right arm, 
a police report states. 

The fi end fl ed, and emergency re-

sponders took the victim to Coney 
Island Hospital, offi cials said.

Surprise guest
A good-for-nothing crook ran-

sacked a man’s 84th Street home on 
June 3 — and left him with a black 
eye.

The guy got to his apartment be-
tween 19th and 20th avenues in Ben-
sonhurst at 7:45 am, but when he 
opened the door, a bandit ran out, 
punched the victim in the face, and 
fl ed, police said. 

The invader wrecked the home 
and put toothpicks in the locks, but 
he didn’t appear to have taken any-
thing, a police report states.

Phony alibi
A crook conned a guy out of his 

cellphone on W. Eighth Street on 
June 2 — and then beat up the mark 
when he got wise to the ruse. 

The victim was waiting on an N 
train at the Bay Parkway station at 
7:15 am when the con artist asked to 
borrow his phone to make a call, po-
lice said. 

The guy said he had no service, 
so the thief talked him into letting 
him take the phone to a nearby 
doughnut shop with wifi . 

When they got there, the huck-
ster said there was better wifi  at 
a place around the corner on W. 
Eighth Street, police said. The pair 
got halfway down the block when 
the con man came clean and told 
the mark to empty his pockets, cops 
said. 

The victim tried to run, but the 
shyster shoved him to the ground 
and took his wallet before fl eeing 
the scene, a police report states.

Take a seat
A thief left a car owner without a 

ride, but left the back seat on a Shore 
Parkway curb on June 2. 

The owner parked his 2000 gray 
Plymouth Voyager between 20th 
and 21st avenues in Bath Beach at 6 
pm, police said. 

When he came back, he found the 
back seat on the sidewalk, but his 
newly minted coupe was gone, a po-
lice report states. — Max Jaeger

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.

 Courier Life Classifieds
call (718) 260—2555
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8705 5

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

MR. VACUUM COUPON

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 7/31/15

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY
We Will Beat

& Match
Any Price

On Air 
Conditioners

AMANA  GE
FRIEDRICHS
FRIGIDAIRE

& MORE 
BRANDS

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
On ALL Air Conditioners & Major Appliances

XOLAIR:  FDA approved
for extreme hive conditions
lasting 6 weeks, months or 
years, without  known cause

Used for Patients
Unresponsive to
Antihistamines

www.deeii.comC
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Clothing • Housewares • Bedding • Kitchen
Linens • Toys • Stationery • Luggage

�ffor!�ble 
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te Entire 

F�mily

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Brooklynites gathered in Ca-
narsie Park last Thursday to 
celebrate their borough with 
sports and games.

Borough President Adams 
welcomed revelers to the 115th 
anniversary of Brooklyn Day 
on June 4, where he jumped 
right in and joined the out-
doorsy fun. 

Parkgoers relaxed in lawn 

chairs and took advantage of 
free sports and fi tness clinics, 
trying their hand at a variety of 
activities, such as skateboarding 
lessons and obstacle courses.

Athletes who ran and 
jumped over a colorful ob-
stacle course provided by NY 
Run for Life had a great time.

“She loved the colors,” 
said Teshawna Foulks, whose 
4-year-old daughter Rylenzia 

won a ribbon for participat-
ing. “They excited her. She’s 
very athletic anyway, so it was 
right in her fi eld.”

Foulks had so much fun 
that she hopes to rally more at-
tendees for the next Brooklyn 
Day celebration. 

“I loved it,” she said. “I’m 
looking forward to the next 
event. I’m going to tell more 
people about it.”

BORN TO RUN: (Above) Rylenzia Foulks shows off her Run for Life rib-
bon after conquering the colorful obstacle course. (Center) The Brookly-
nettes, dancers for  the Brooklyn Nets, help celebrate in Canarsie Park. 
(Right) Borough President Adams takes on the obstacle course. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Happy Brooklyn Day!

Planning a Celebration?
Graduation, Communion, Birthday, 
Anniversary, Baby Shower, Bridal Shower, 
Engagement, Retirement, or any special 
occasion, we will help plan and make it a
day to remember. Call for more info.

Make reservations now 
for Father’s Day, Sunday June 21

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

www.salvirestaurant.com

Gift Certifi cates 
Available

A Truly Unique
    Dining Experience

Join Us
On Facebook

THE PREMIER DESTINATION FOR SUPERB ITALIAN CUISINE IN BROOKLYN
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Breakthrough FDA Approved 
Treatment For Gum Disease

MARINE PARK PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC

2272 Hendrickson Street Brooklyn, NY 11234 
www.MarineParkPerio.com

—CALL FOR YOUR CONSULATION TODAY—

LANAP laser gum treatment that 
can zap away Gum Disease! 
If you suffer from bleeding gums 
we have treated hundreds of cases 
with no cutting and no sutures and 
the results are incredible, minimal 
discomfort and fast healing.

LANAP
Laser Assisted

New Attachment Procedure
The alternative to scalpel & suture gum surgery

*First & only FDA Approved laser gum treatment procedure.

ALL-ON-FOUR
DENTAL IMPLANTS

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

Expires 2/28/14 

BAY RIDGE 
9015 5th Ave 
Lower Level 
Brooklyn, NY 11209

SHEEPSHEAD BAY 
2204 Voorhies Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11235

CENTRAL BROOKLYN 
445 Lenox Rd, Ste J  
Brooklyn, NY 11203

BAY RIDGE MEDICAL COMPLEX 
9036 7th Ave, 2nd Floor, Rm 9 
Brooklyn, NY 11228

HEARING CENTERS
DOCTORS OF AUDIOLOGY

Call today to schedule your complimentary consultation!

718.513.9701 LibertyHearingCenters.com

LEFFERTS MEDICAL COMPLEX 
840 Lefferts Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11203

BROOKDALE UNIVERSITY 
HOSPITAL 
1 Brookdale Plaza, Rm 157 
Brooklyn, NY 11212

Expires 6/30/15.

FREE
Hearing Screenings

 for Adults
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
The cancer warriors in South-
ern Brooklyn have done it 
again!

Fighters fl ocked to the 
fourth-annual Relay for Life 
in Bergen Beach on June 6 to 
walk, play and celebrate sur-
vivors, all in the name of beat-
ing cancer. And their tireless 
work paid off. The event’s or-
ganizer says donations were 
through the roof, totalling 
around $115,000 — and still 
climbing. 

“It was a very successful 
day,” said Joe Gillette. “The 
numbers show that it went be-
yond our expectations. It’s a 
mind-boggling and wonderful 
feeling at the same time.”

The event, hosted by the 
Southern Brooklyn branch 
of the American Cancer Soci-
ety, encouraged fi ghters of the 
illness to keep spirits high as 
they walked alongside survi-
vors who are now cancer-free.

“It was really inspiring,” 
said Samantha Joseph, who 
battles colon cancer and cites 
the opening speech from sur-
vivor Anthony Cusumano as 
a highlight. “It gives you the 
hope to go on and hope that 
you can one day be cancer-free 
like they are.”

Fun activities fi lled the 
fi eld to draw in a fl ood of gen-
erous donations — a pie-in-the-
face booth earned more than 
$1,000 for the cause — while 
the luminaria ceremony pro-
vided moments of refl ection 
and remembrance for those 
whom the disease had taken.

“It is a disease we really 
would like to fi nd a cure for,” 
said cancer-fi ghter Elfreda 
Chaplin. “This is a chance to 
get together and talk about it 
and keep hope alive.”

‘Relay for Life’ a runaway success

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates
FOLLOW US ON

ADOPT A PET

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 

25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Brooklyn Pride Street Fair
5th Ave. between 3rd & 9th St.
Brooklyn, NY 
SAT JUN 13 • 10AM – 5PM

IN OUR HANDES RESCUE &  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Photo By Ellen Dunn

Cancer fund-raiser, with events across the borough, brings in $115,000 

FIGHTIMNG AND REMEMBERING: (Clockwise from top left) Jared Wasserman, administrator at ShellBank Junior High, gets a pie in the face from 
his son Jake. Brittany Butler walks with her friend Samantha Centeno in memory of Samantha’s dad. Samantha Joseph keeps hope alive as she un-
dergoes her third year of chemotherapy. Stella Panzarino sets up a luminaria in memory of her mother Joyce. Anthony Cusumano, a cancer survivor 
and principal of Roy H. Mann Junior High, walks the tribute walk. Photos by Steve Solomonson
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FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT

  MADE IN THE USA

BEST PRICE IN BROOKLYN 

MAGIC SLEEK 
the next generation in hair  
straightening - Formaldehyde FREE

ONLY $125

LASIO KERATIN TROPIC 

Only $100

COCO’S BRAZILIAN KERATIN

Only $100

COPPOLA KERATIN TREATMENT

Only $100

INOVA PROFESSIONAL PURE KERATIN 

Only $100

ANTI FRIZZ TREATMENT BY YOKO 

a new generation - safe, gentle & natural 

Only $100

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING BY YOKO

Only $175

* $25 Mandatory Gratuity * Specials Cannot Be Combined with any other offer. 

GREAT SERVICE - LOW COST - CALL NOW!

OFFERING ALL HAIR 
STRAIGHTENING SYSTEMS

ANY LENGTH HAIR
reduces frizz & curl 

blocks effects of humidity

makes hair smoother & shinier

cuts down on blow-dry time

BENSIMON
OPEN SUNDAY–FRIDAY
468 Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY 11223
718.998.3099
www.bensimonspa.com

ON OUR SPECIAL OFFERS

FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI 
’Tis the season for free sum-
mer concerts.

Singer-songwriter Tony 
Travis performed a free con-
cert at the Shore Road Park 
gazebo on June 7, thanks to 
Shore Road Park Conser-
vancy and Sing For Hope, 
a group that installs cus-
tom-painted pianos in parks 
across the city. Anyone is 
free to play the instruments, 
but the conservancy has or-

ganized a series of free con-
certs to let people know the 
piano is there.

“It’s a pleasure to get out 
and play for the people and 
announce to them that [the 
piano] is there for them,” 
said Travis. “It’s a mix of 
who’s terrific and who’s just 
having fun,” he said. 

Alex Rud, who was on 
a date with his girlfriend, 
stopped to watch Travis that 
night. “It had a nice commu-

nity environment, which 
was exciting,” he said. “It 
was a great place, near the 
ocean, and the weather was 
nice.”  

The concert was com-
pletely free, and is just one 
of six shows sponsored by 
the Shore Road Park Con-
servancy. 

Linda Allegretti, the 
founder of the conservancy 
was delighted with Travis’ 

PIANO PARK: (Left) Tony Travis tickles the ivories during a free show at 
the Shore Road Park gazebo. (Center) Audience members applaud Tra-
vis’s songcraft. (Above) James Sirena couldn’t help but dance during the 
community concert. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Music under the gazebo

In the summertime heat, fa-
tigue and chronic headaches are 
common symptoms of distress. 
While these manifestations can be 
an assumed result of increased sun 
exposure and dehydration, they 
are often due to treatable underly-
ing causes such as seasonal aller-
gies or vitamin defi ciencies. At her 
private practice in Kensington, 
internist Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman 
conducts comprehensive diagnos-
tics to determine both the precise 
causes and appropriate treatments 
for her patients’ symptoms.

“In my offi ce, we do laboratory 
tests to identify what vitamin defi -
ciancy a patient has. After that we 
can start treatment either via oral 
supplements or through multivita-
min intravenous treatment.”

Dr. Tsukerman explains that IV 
treatment has shown better results 
throughout her patients because of 
the comlete and direct absobtion 
into the blood stream.

“Vitamin B and vitamin D defi -
ciency is very common right now,” 
Dr. Tsukerman explains, and a cy-
cle of intravenous treatment allows 
for their effi cient and sustained re-
placement.

Some patients’ seasonal head-
aches are alternatively due to pol-
len and plant allergies, a reaction 
that starts in the spring and can 
continue into the summer. In these 
cases, Dr. Tsukerman conducts a 
skin test, after which she creates 
a customized serum to encourage 
the development of the antibodies 
Patients need to fi ght these allergic 
reactions. The shots are adminis-
tered weekly until the antibodies 
are developed, an approach with 
a success rate of 80% amongst her 
patients. 

Dr. Tsukerman is also one of 
the few practitioners in her area 
that is trained to administer Bo-
tox injections for the treatment 
of chronic migraines and hypera-
cusis, which she often uses when 

more traditional treatments have 
been unsuccessful.

One of the guiding principles of 
Dr. Tsukerman’s approach is that 
of holistic treatment. After identi-
fying a patient’s immediate symp-

toms, she strives to detect the un-
derlying causes in order to provide 
lasting and comprehensive relief. 
The other healthcare profession-
als in her facility mirror this ap-
proach, including the on-site podi-
atrist and physiotherapist, both of 
whom are equally attentive to the 
individual needs and symptoms of 
their patients. 

Although some of the treat-
ments listed above require multiple 
visits, Dr. Tsukerman emphasizes 
her concern for her patients’ time 
and overall experience. Her com-
mitment to convenience is demon-
strated by the amount of languages 
spoken amongst her staff, includ-
ing Russian, Spanish, Ukrainian, 
Georgian, Uzbek, all in an effort to 
accommodate the diversity of the 
neighborhood that surrounds her 
practice.

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman [514 
Ocean Pkwy. at Ditmas Avenue in 
Kensington., (718) 484–7040, www. 
doctortsukerman.com].

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

How to maintain a healthy, headache-free summer 

Continued on page 19
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Pasta
choose any two

PENNE ALLA VODKA
BAKED ZITI

CAVATELLI AND BROCCOLI RABE
LINGUINE ALLE VONGOLE

RIGATONI BOLOGNESE

Entrees
choose any three

CHICKEN MARSALA
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
CHICKEN FRANCESE

CHICKEN SCARPRIELLO
SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS
EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA
EGGPLANT ROLLATINI
PORK SCARPRIELLO
VEAL PARMIGIANA

Salad
choose one

CAESAR SALAD
TRADITIONAL GARDEN SALAD

ORGANIC MIXED GREEN SALAD

Choice Of 
Vegetables

choose one

BROCCOLI W/ GARLIC & OLIVE OIL
STRING BEANS & BABY POTATOES

ASSORTED MIXED VEGETABLES
ROASTED POTATOES

YELLOW RICE

Dessert
choose one

SHEET CAKE 
ASSORTED ITALIAN  

COOKIES & PASTRIES
COLOMBIAN COFFEE, DECAF, & TEA

Monday through Friday & Sunday Evening 
Saturday Evening add $10.00 per person 
Must Choose Either: Wine, Beer and Soda 

$10.00 per person or
Open Premium Bar $20.00 per person
Price does not include tax and service

Cold Display
WHEATBERRY SALAD

BRUSCHETTA
CHICK PEA SALAD
TORTELLINI PESTO

PASTA WITH SPINACH  
AND FETA CHEESE
PASTA PRIMAVERA

FRIED EGGPLANT STACKS
MOZZARELLA CAPRESE

OLIVE SALAD

SILVER BUFFET 
PACKAGE

$45  
 PER PERSON 

*MINIMUM 50 GUESTS

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Holy literacy promotion, Bat-
man!

The Brooklyn Public Li-
brary kicked off its annual 
summer reading program 
on June 4 with an superhero-
themed celebration at its cen-
tral branch, where legions 
of daring youngsters played 
action-packed games, made 
masks, danced to live music, 
and, of course, super-powered 
their brains through reading.

The Library’s reading pro-
gram encourages kids to keep 

their noses fi rmly planted 
in books while school is out 
through rewards, contests, 
and in-library events. The 
scheme aims to fi ght the so-
called “summer slide,” in 
which young people who don’t 
consume books over the sum-
mer break lose their super 
reading powers — much like 
1960s-era Thor when he let go 
of his hammer for more than 
a minute, or Captain Marvel 
Junior when he said his own 
name. 

Last year, around 138,000 

kids enrolled in the summer 
reading program, and the li-
brary system’s mighty leader 
said she hopes even more 
young Brooklynites make lo-
cal libraries their not-so-secret 
headquarters this summer.

“With school out of ses-
sion, we encourage Brooklyn 
students and families to visit 
their local libraries and enjoy 
the many pleasures and ben-
efi ts of summertime reading,” 
said Library president and 
chief executive offi cer Linda 
E. Johnson.

READY TO READ: (Above) Landon Bonhomme, of Canarsie, holds onto 
some of his books at the Brooklyn Public Library’s summer reading kick-
off on June 4. (Center) Kids bounce infl atable soccer balls on a para-
chute. (Left) Kayin Kampishamba, Ziyah Sookhoo, Jahniya Hodge, from 
Flatbush, show off their masks. Photos by Jason Speakman

Heroes of reading

“Credit Unions are continu-
ing to make the loans needed 
to grow local economies,” Fed-
eral Regulator NCUA Board 
Chairman Debbie Matz said.  
“As a result, credit unions 
members are buying houses 
and cars, and they’re paying 
for college to give young people 
a better start in life.”  Credit 
unions are also making more 
loans for auto lending which 
was a major factor in the over-
all loan growth during the 
first quarter of 2015.  Credit 
Union membership, assets, 
deposits and net worth all con-
tinued to rise.  NCUA released 
the new figures based on data 
compiled by the U.S. govern-
ment agency for the quarter 
ending March 31, 2015.

Loan Balances Rise 

Nearly 11 Percent from First 

Quarter 2014

Total loans at federally in-
sured credit unions reached 
$721.9 billion in the first quar-
ter of 2015, an increase of 10.6 
percent from the first quarter 
of 2014.  

Over the year ending in 
the first quarter of 2015, loans 
grew in every major category, 

including:

credit unions are up 29.9 per-
cent from the first quarter of 
2014.

percent from the first quarter 
of 2014.

13.2 percent from the first 
quarter of 2014.

are up 8.9 percent from the 
first quarter of 2014.

up 2.5 percent from the first 
quarter of 2014.

grew 11.6 percent from the 
first quarter of 2014.

student loans are up 15.2 per-
cent from the first quarter of 
2014.

Delinquencies, Charge-

Offs at Lowest Levels Since 

2007

Delinquency and charge-
offs for federally insured 
credit unions declined to their 
lowest levels in eight years.

The percentage of loan 
charge-offs due to bankruptcy 
at the end of the first quarter 

of 2015 was significantly below 
the end of the first quarter of 
2014.

Credit Union Membership 

Nears 100 Million as Consol-

idation Trend Continues

Membership in federally 
insured credit unions grew to 
99,969,794 at the end of the first 
quarter of 2015, an increase of 
more than 2.8 million from the 
end of the first quarter of 2014.  
The number of federal insured 
credit unions fell to 6,206 at 
the end of the first quarter, 285 
fewer than at the end of the 
first quarter of 2014, a decline 
of 4.4 percent.  The decline is 
consistent with longstanding 
trends in the financial ser-
vices industry.

Credit Unions Post 21 

Consecutive Quarters of 

Positive Net Income

Year-to-date net income 
for federally insured credit 
unions in the first quarter 
of 2015 increased 5.7 percent 
from the first quarter of 2014.  
As a whole, federally insured 
credit unions have recorded 
positive net income for 21 
straight quarters.

Credit Unions Remain 

Well-Capitalized

The vast majority of fed-
erally insured credit unions 
remain well-capitalized, with 
97.5 percent reporting a net 
worth ratio at or above the 
statutorily required 7.0 per-
cent.

Assets and Shares Grow 

for the Quarter

Total assets in federally 
insured credit unions grew 
to $1.16 trillion at the end of 
the first quarter of 2015, an 
increase of $60.6 billion, or 5.5 
percent, from the end of the 
first quarter of 2014.  Overall, 
share and deposit accounts 
at federally insured credit 
unions rose $41.3 billion from 
the end of the first quarter 
of 2014 to $984.4 billion.  For 
more information about the 
performance of federally in-
sured credit unions, NCUA 
provides the complete details 
of the March 2015 Call Re-
port online.  A summary of 
first-quarter performance is 
available, as well as financial 
trends data for all federally in-
sured credit unions.

NCUA is the federal agency 
created by the U.S. Congress 

to regulate, charter and su-
pervise federal credit unions.  
NCUA operates and manages 
the National Credit Union 
Share Insurance Fund, insur-
ing the deposits of nearly 100 
million account holders in all 
federal credit union and the 
overwhelming majority of the 
state chartered credit unions. 
Savings are insured to at least 
$250,000 per account with the 
backing of the full faith and 
credit of the United States.

“We are proud to be Brook-
lyn’s first federal credit union, 
chartered in 1934, operating 
successfully for over 80 years, 
and still growing” said Bay 
Ridge Federal Credit Union 

-
thony Grigos.  This local credit 

-
-

Bay Ridge Federal Credit 
Union is located at 1750 86th 
Street, Brooklyn, NY  11214, 
and 1609 Avenue Z, Brooklyn, 
NY  11235.  For more informa-
tion about them, visit their web-
site at www.brfcu.org.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Credit Unions Boost Lending
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followed by the theater’s regular pro-
gramming, which will also incorpo-
rate a variety of dance styles. Classical 
performances will include music from 
Chopin, Minkus, Tchaikovsky and 
Saint-Saens. 

“This year we tried to focus on 
friendship, diversity, and citizens of 
the world,” said Roizin. “We decided 
the whole performance is going to be 
specially focused on friendship and di-
versity.”

City offi cials have recognized the 
theater as a local bastion of culture 
and arts education, with awards and 
grants that have gone on to fund pro-
grams such as “Black and White,” as 
well as an after-school dance program 
for public school children. 

“Brighton Ballet Theater is a shin-
ing gem in Brooklyn’s brilliant and 
diverse cultural landscape,” said Bor-
ough President Adams. “It is a great 
open window into the rich culture of 
our Russian-American community, 
one that uses dance as a tool to educate, 
enrich, and empower our students.”

The theater will also use the funds 
to publish a book fi lled with stories and 
paintings from ballet students about 
their unique immigrant experiences. 
The book, called “Coming to America,” 
will be presented at the performance 

on June 18, and copies will be given 
to the theater students. For Roizin, its 
publication is the fulfi llment of yet an-
other immigrant dream.

“I always had a dream about doing 
a book, and this year my dream came 
true,” she said. “Again, we’re talking 
about coming to America and dreams 
coming true. We’re telling our stories 
about our students and our diversity.”

The 28th Annual Children’s Festi-
val “The World of Dance” at the Brigh-
ton Ballet Theater [2001 Oriental Blvd. 
at Kingsborough Community College 
in Manhattan Beach, www.brighton-
ballet.com, (718) 769–9161]. Regular 
program on June 17, regular program 
& “Black and White” production on 
June 18. 6:30 pm. Tickets ranging from 
$20 to $40. 

Continued from cover 
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our throats,” wrote Coney–Brighton 
Boardwalk Alliance president Rob 
Burstein in a letter to us when he 
heard of the Italian job.

Biber Architects designed the Mi-
lan boardwalk and purchased the tim-
ber from salvagers Sawkill Lumber, 
who harvested the historic planks 
for the city after Sandy “wrecked” 
the wooden walkway in 2012, a Biber 
spokeswoman said.

But reports dating back to the 
Storm of the Century indicate that 
wooden portions of the Boardwalk ac-
tually  fared better than its concrete 
counterpart , prompting  local politi-
cians to demand the city end it plans 
to go synthetic .

But, the Parks Department, which 
is responsible for the Boardwalk’s 
maintenance, is insistent on replac-
ing all but four blocks of the walkway 
with concrete, claiming the move will 
better support emergency vehicles, in-
crease Boardwalk resiliency, and pre-
vent deforestation — claims wood pro-
ponents say is hogwash.

“There are a variety of alternative 
woods, including sustainably grown 
and sourced Forestry Stewardship 
Council-certifi ed rainforest wood, the 
use of which is both ecologically sound 
and benefi cial to the local communi-
ties producing it,” Burstein wrote, also 
pointing out that “no emergency vehi-
cles ever come on to the Boardwalk.” 

These days, the only thing not 
made out of Boardwalk wood is the 

Boardwalk itself.
Lumber reclaimed from the storied 

walkway wound up in Manhattan piz-
zeria Rossopomodoro and in benches 
on the newly opened section of the 
Manhattan’s High Line,  according 
to Sawkill’s website . A Williamsburg 
workshop  fabricates knife handles 
from Boardwalk wood . And you can 
literally eat off the Boardwalk — or  a 
table made thereof . 

Of course, the ceiling at Coney Is-
land’s Sistine Chapel — Ruby’s Bar — 
is  famously fashioned from reclaimed 
Boardwalk planks .

News of the Milan boardwalk made 
of Coney Island Boardwalk wood was 
 fi rst reported by the website Amusing 
the Zillion .  

Continued from cover

BOARDWALK JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Brooklyn Since 1904”

2005 West 6th Street
718-743-1388

Visit us at: www.JohnJHealey.com
Manager: John LaGreca

John J. Healey Funeral Home is owned by Service Corporation International    
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston Tx. 77019  713-522-5141

UNDER THE BOARDWALK: Visitors to the 
Milan Expo will get a view of the Coney Island 
Boardwalk from beneath — a vista once only 
afforded to daring Brooklynites. 
 Saverio Lombardi Vallauri

ON THEIR TOES: Students with the Brighton 
Ballet Theater practice for their upcoming 
performance. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org
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PROUD TO BE THE FIRST 
CARPET CLEANING SERVICE CERTIFIED

Cleaning Completed By 7/15/15
Promo Code: JUN2

ANY CLEANING SERVICE
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Join the hundreds of students who have committed to

THE LIU BROOKLYN
EXPERIENCE

��������	
���	���	���	��������������	��������	���	��������	������	������
�	���	������������	
LIU Brooklyn delivers a unique college experience for every student seeking academic enrichment 
and professional opportunity. Upon graduation, our students join a community of more than 
���,��� alumni to �ecome glo�al leaders in �elds that include� 

Apply today and learn more about program 
and degree options. liu.edu/express 

• Accounting
• The Arts
• Health Sciences

• Media
• Education
• Business

• Technology
• Nursing
• Public Service

EXPRESS DECISION WEEK
Open to prospective freshmen, 
transfer and graduate students

June 15 - 20

REGISTER TODAY

Find out.

BUSINESS BROOKLYN STYLE – ADVERTISEMENT

50 Million Climate Scientists Can’t Be Wrong
The Pointing Finger

by Dr. Stephen Finger

Try casually mentioning that you 
think ‘climate change’ or ‘global 
warming’, as it was called before Al 
Gore was making The Speech one day 
and it started snowing on his head, is no 
big deal and you will be informed that 
97% of climate scientists think it’s a 
very big deal, is dangerous, and is going 
to destroy the planet if we don’t do 
something about it right away and that 
you are a fool and should just go away 
and stick your head in the troposphere.

Whew! Scary stuff but is that really 
what all those scientists believe? 
Really?

Well, climate scientists do 
overwhelmingly agree that the planet 
has been in a warming trend for about 
the last 150 years but, so what? The 
Little Ice Age was a time of unusually 
cold temperatures which ended in 
1850. Since then, the planet has been 
warming. Warm, cold, warm, cold...
It’s the way climate has naturally 
fluctuated since the Earth was formed 
billions of years ago. (By the way, since 
1850 Earth’s temperature has gone up 
approximately one degree and the seas 
have risen...8 inches.)

The important question is whether 
this warming is dangerous and there is 
nowhere near 97% agreement on that, 
with scientific opinions being all over 
the map, unless, of course, you survey 

only the ‘scientists’ in Hollywood,
“Now, when you hear the loud 

crack, let’s see those brows furrow. 
A glacier is coming apart because of 
global warming and climate change. 
We’re talking the end of the world here, 
people. Furrow, furrow!”

“You mean like they taught us in 
Actor’s Studio?”

“Exactly!”
Remember, movies are make believe. 

Playing a brilliant scientist isn’t the 
same as actually being one.  

And in 2012 Hurricane Sandy had 
barely gone off to hurricane heaven 
when the usual suspects, the ones who 
should know better, started going on 
about how it was all because of climate 
change.

Anyone remember the Galveston 
Flood of 1900? Category 4 hurricane, 
winds of 145 miles per hour, 15 foot 
storm surge flooding the city, over 
8,000 dead. What was that all about? 
Maybe it was pre-global warming or 
pre-climate change. Pre-Al Gore are 
you listening?!

Dr. Finger practices medicine 
(Otolaryngology) in Brooklyn, NY. 
(718) 692-1515. drstevefinger@
aol.com  -  Visit our blog at: www.
ThePointingFinger.Blogspot.com
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514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com

www.DoctorTsukerman.com

We are here to give you personalized care

Zhanna Tsukerman, MDZhanna Tsukerman, MD

Dr. Tsukerman treats patients in Coney Island 
Hospital from admission to discharge

Board Certifi ed Doctor of Internal MedicineBoard Certifi ed Doctor of Internal Medicine

We accept 
Medicare, Medicaid, 

all other major 
Health Insurances 

Work Compensation

Dr. Tsukerman has active credentials at Beth Israel and Lutheran Hospitals, and is an attending physician in Coney Island Hospital’s internal medicine residency program.

Podiatrist & Physical Therapy On Premises

514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com

www.DoctorTsukerman.com

the Grave Diggers for frequently 
burying their opponents. And 
Mickalene Thomas’s vinyl mural 
of Brooklyn’s cityscape on the sec-
ond fl oor concourse takes view-
ers on a journey of the Brooklyn 
Museum, Grand Army Plaza, and 
other borough institutions.

Executive works of art
Berliner’s corporate successes 

are as much of a masterstroke.
The great-grandson of Euro-

pean immigrants who moved to 
East Flatbush, he began working 
at the company in 1989 as a real es-
tate lawyer, four years after devel-
oper Bruce Ratner formed the fi rm 
as an off-shoot of the construction-
materials-turned-real-estate em-
pire Ratner’s ancestors founded in 
1920. Berliner, 52, worked his way 
up to senior management with a 
reputation for hammering deals, 
launching projects, smoothing 
wrinkles, and rallying the troops.

“I think of myself as a servant 
manager,” he said. “I want to make 
sure that people are okay and that 
things get done.”

His operational oversight has 
helped to accomplish such high-
profi le projects as the New York 
Times Building in Manhattan, 
and MetroTech Center in Down-
town, a corporate anchor of 

Brooklyn’s fi nance, technology 
and healthcare industries. 

Berliner was a key player in 
acquiring the Brooklyn Nets — 
and the New York Islanders com-
ing in the fall — and in develop-
ing the billion-dollar Barclays 
Center, a magnum opus that took 
nine years and 35 court battles to 
build, bringing with it 2,000 new 
jobs and a new age of economic 
hope and development.

The arena is the showpiece of 
a controversial megaproject for-
merly called Atlantic Yards, now 
rebranded as Pacifi c Park, whose 
fi rst residential tower — a 32-story 
skyscraper that Berliner says will 
be the world’s tallest modular 
building — will open next year.

“It’s a really innovative, con-
struction methadology akin to 
stacking pieces of Lego to create 
a beautiful and functional struc-
ture,” he said.

Promised land
Brooklyn is the new global 

crossroads, and Berliner’s efforts 
have helped to unlock the poten-
tial of its skyline, solidify its cul-
tural cachet, and boost its bank 
account, but they stem from a 
humble belief in the place that 
gave his forefathers — and other 
immigrants, past and present — 
their jumpstart in the new world.

“Brooklyn is the promised 
land,” he said. “It’s where people 
come for a better life.”

Continued from page 2 

BERLINER
performance. “It was 
spectacular,” she said, 
“one of the best concerts 
we’ve had, it was a riot.” 

Something that both 
Travis and Rud noticed 
was that it was a predom-
inantly older crowd Sun-
day evening. 

In contrast, the lineup 
for the June 11 concert 
featured young pianists, 
where the oldest per-

former was just 15 years 
old. 

But part of Sing For 
Hope’s mission is to 
spread music and bring 
together community 
members of all ages. 

“It brings art to the 
community,” said Steph-
anie Martinez, director 
of youth arts at Sing For 
Hope. “Art is for every-
one, regardless of back-
ground, finances, and 
age,” she said. 

Allegretti agreed, say-
ing, “It’s just to bring the 

community together in a 
lovely way.” 

The conservancy 
has four more concerts 
planned at the gazebo:

• June 12 at 7 pm — 
Maru Carmosino, playing 
the American Song Book.

• June 13 at 5 pm — 
Vincent Merola, a popu-
lar songwriter.

• June 14 at 6 pm — 
Gregory Post, a classical 
musician and composer.

• June 20 at 6:30 pm — 
Fumiyo Narita, a classi-
cal musician. 

Continued from page 14 

GAZEBO

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-
sculpting procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to 
continue your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing 
the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases into the 

interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxification. The 
ZERONA® procedure was proven through a double-
blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo controlled 
study in which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, 
and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

REDUCE FAT... REMOVE INCHES...
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and 
keep them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: Tuesday, June 16th at 1:15pm 
& Tuesday, June 23th at 6:15pm  

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifi eds & Online

ASK ABOUT OPPORTUNITIES
FOR ADVERTORIAL PLACEMENT

TO EXPLAIN YOUR STUDY

Call Amanda Tarley
718-260-8340

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Police are asking for the public’s help 
identifying the suspect they believe 
was involved in a shooting in Sheep-
shead Bay on May 26. 

Cops say the suspect fi red multiple 
shots into a car parked on Emmons 
Avenue at 1:40 am, striking the victim 
in the right forearm. The victim was 
taken to Lutheran Hospital where he 
was treated and released.

The suspect is around six feet tall 
and estimated to weigh 190 pounds. 

Anyone with information regard-
ing the incident is asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577–8477. The public 
can also submit tips by logging onto 
the Crime Stoppers website at  www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com  or by texting 
tips to 274637 (CRIMES) then entering 
TIP577.

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
A motorcyclist was killed and his pas-
senger injured when he was struck by a 
driver on Avenue J at Rockaway Park-
way on June 3.

Police say Ashmeade Rohan of Flat-
bush was driving a Suzuki motorcycle 
on Avenue J when he was struck by a 
vehicle turning left from Rockaway 
Parkway at 9:30 pm. 

Rohan was transported to 
Brookdale Hospital where he was pro-
nounced dead on arrival. A woman 
who was a passenger on the motorcy-
cle sustained minor injuries. 

The driver stayed on the scene after 
the incident and so far no arrests have 
been made. Investigators say Rohan 
was traveling above the speed limit at 
the time of the collision. 

WANTED: Cops believe this man shot a vic-
tim who was seated in a parked car in Sheep-
shead Bay on May 26.

FATAL CRASH: An investigator from the NYPD Collision Investigation Squad investigates the 
scene where a motorcyclist was killed at Rockaway Parkway and Avenue J last Wednesday. 
The victim has been identifi ed as Ashmeade Rohan. A woman who was a passenger on the 
motorcycle sustained minor injuries.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Fatal crash in Canarsie

Man sought in S’Bay shooting

JUNE 26 FRIDAY:
UNCLE BUCK

JULY 17 FRIDAY
BIG HERO 6

JULY 31 FRIDAY
MARS ATTACKS

AUGUST 14 FRIDAY
 COMMUNITY CHOICE 

SEPTEMBER 18 FRIDAY
ROCKY HORROR SHOW 

 (Visit the Narrows Botanical Gardens website 
for movie details and ratings)                 

All movies are on Friday night starting at sundown
 LOCATION: INSIDE PARK AT SHORE ROAD

 BETWEEN 69 & 71 ST, Bay Ridge, Bklyn
 CALL 718 748-4810 FOR RECORDING
 IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER

 NO RAIN DATES
BRING A CHAIR OR BLANKET

AND ENJOY A GREAT SUNSET !!!
All of our events are in cooperation with 
City of New York Parks and Recreation,

Partnership for Parks and The City Parks 
Foundation as well as the SRPC and 

Ahltone Communications - we thank them all 
for their support.

Questions: Email linda@narrowsbg.org

                                    
PRESENTS:  

FREE OUTDOOR MOVIE 
SCHEDULE 2015: 

VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE & VOTE 
starting July 4!!

 The movie selected will be based on the number 
of votes received on our Facebook group page. 

Voting ends July 24th
The Choices are 3 classic Comedies: 

Abbott & Costello Meets Frankenstein, 
Bee Movie, or Ghostbusters.

credited her public school upbringing 
(PS 170, McKinley, and Fort Hamilton 
High School) and tight-knit neighbor-
hood for her will to give back.

“In our public schools, we were 
taught about civic duties at a young 
age,” the longtime community coun-
cil member said. “We had living mod-
els in our teachers, parents, and neigh-
bors — and all of you are part of that.”

The pair couldn’t even carry the 
load of plaques, proclamations, acco-
lades, and felicitations that the civic 
club and every single politician with a 
block in Bay Ridge bestowed.

The Bay Ridge Community Coun-
cil is a 100-member umbrella organi-
zation formed in 1951 by brothers Vin-
cent and Walter Kassenbrock. Now it 
hosts the neighborhood’s powerhouse 
political debates, maintains the Hal-
loween window art contest, and grants 
more than $40,000 in college scholar-
ships annually.

Continued from page 6 

BRCC GALA
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Everyone depends on electricity. So if you ever need 
to report a loss of power, now you can text OUT to 
OUTAGE (688243) and follow the prompts. Also, 
check our outage map to get estimated restoration 
times at conEd.com/OutageMap.

FREE 
Rain Barrels!*

Registration required!
Call 718-469-4679 or visit 

http://bit.ly/1EoaSrX
* while quantities last 

RAFFLES AND 
GIVEAWAYS 

TOO!

RESOURCE EVENT
AMERICAN LEGION HALL

SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2015

COME LEARN ABOUT:

Assemblywoman  
Roxanne Persaud   

Co-Sponsors Partners 

Senator 
John 

www.NHSofEastFlatbush.org 

Councilm
an 

Alan 
Maisel 

Raffles & Giveaways

Councilman
Alan Maisel

Assemblywoman
Roxanne Persaud

Senator John 
Sampson

HELP FOR
HOMEOWNERS

Neighborhood Housing Services of East Flatbush 
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LOOKING FORWARD TO:
 Our Graduation Speaker
  Former NYC Police Commissioner Ray Kelly
 Incoming Class of 2019
   One of our strongest classes academically
 Welcoming a Universal Pre-K to Bishop Kearney for the next   
  10 years 
    
THANK YOU TO OUR ACADEMIC PARTNERS:
 Doctors On Call – providing paid internships and experience for   
 our students
 Middlebury College – offering college credit in a multitude of   
 world languages to our students
 St. John’s University – offering STEM courses to Kearney   
 students for college credit
 St. Joseph’s College – offering college level humanities    
 courses
 The Origin Project and Adriana Trigiani – allowing students   
 to advance their technology skills through formatting an    
� ������	��
��	������

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS:
 Foundation Support – ������������

����������
 Kearney Alumnae –�����������������������������������

THANK YOU TO OUR TECHNOLOGY PARTNERS:
 21st Century Fox – training students and updating our    
 equipment in Kearney’s student-run television station, WBKS
 Investors Bank – 
�����������������������������������
 SMART Technologies – providing us with the only SMART   
� ��		����������	������������������!�������"�
Bishop Kearney High School is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, New Yorkwww.bishopkearneyhs.org

For earning over $15 million 
in scholarships to date and 

acceptances to over 100 
colleges! 

Valedictorian:
Gloria Yang
Fordham ‘19             

Congratulations to 
Bishop Kearney’s 

Class of 2015

Salutatorian: 
Sissy Wang
Fordham ‘19

#KearneyStrong

hat’s the difference 
between a career col-
lege and community 

college? While both types of 
learning institutions share 
the goal of enriching students’ 
lives through education, the 
experience they provide to 
students can vary greatly.

Community colleges are de-
signed to serve a diverse group 
of students, from recent high 
school graduates to those look-
ing for educational and social 
enrichment. To meet the needs 
of this varied student body, 
community colleges tend to of-
fer numerous programs and 
classes, but don’t necessarily fo-
cus on hands-on job skills.

Community colleges typi-
cally offer non-degree classes 
and two-year associate degree 
programs for those looking to 
later transfer to a traditional 
college or university. With the 
recent national push encour-
aging high school students to 
further their education, many 
community colleges are strug-
gling to cope with the surge 
in new students, which has re-
sulted in large class sizes and 

waiting lists for many popular 
programs.

At career colleges, the main 
focus is to prepare students 
for the workforce once they 
graduate. These career-focused 
schools want their students to 
have the necessary skills to hit 
the ground running their first 
day on the job. This intensive 
approach is made possible with 
classes of smaller sizes that are 
taught by experts who are work-

ing in their field.
Some may know career col-

leges as vocational schools, 
tech schools or trade schools, 
and more recently they have ex-
panded to include many more 
in-demand career programs. 
In addition to the traditional 
trades, career colleges now also 
focus on graphic design, infor-
mation technology, business, 
criminal justice and health care 
professions.

For those who are thinking 
about enrolling in college, have 
a specific career in mind and ex-
cel in a hands-on learning envi-
ronment, a career college might 
be a good option. Most students 
at career colleges have already 
tried community or even tradi-
tional colleges and are looking 
for programs that train them 
for the workforce, not post-grad-
uate education.

The Association of Private 
Sector Colleges and Universities 
provides a wealth of information 
about career colleges. Notably, 
there are a few key distinctions 
found at career colleges.

-
lums are designed to meet spe-
cific needs of employers. They 
focus on specific tasks stu-
dents will need to accomplish 
in their field of training.

a career college will be spent 
focusing on actual tasks that 
will need to be completed on 
the job.

is most appropriate for jobs 
that require technical train-
ing. For example, students 

in graphic design get a lot of 
hands-on training with design 
programs like Adobe InDe-
sign and Photoshop so they be-
come proficient and are ready 
to work once they finish their 
degree.

-
reer colleges are also working 
in the fields they teach and can 
help students gain a better un-
derstanding of what might be 
expected of them once they get 
a job.

team of career services repre-
sentatives who can help stu-
dents prepare resumes, prac-
tice interview skills and locate 
job search resources. 

-
cally accredited by national 
accreditation agencies that 
measure faculty experience 
and outcomes such as gradu-
ation and employment rates. 
Conversely, community col-
leges and traditional colleges 
are most often regionally ac-
credited and are measured on 
areas such as student learn-
ing, teacher effectiveness, and 
resources available.
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scan here

Get your undergraduate degree at Touro College’s
New York School of Career and Applied Studies

apply online at apply.touro.edu

Touro is an equal opportunity institution  
For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit www.touro.edu
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www.touro.edu/veterans

Facebook.com/nyscasTouro
Twitter.com/nyscasTouro

ASSOCIATE’S AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES
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Discover our array of offerings
a t   w w w. t o u r o . e d u / n y s c a s

212.463.0400 x5500
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens

Touro College: 
a world 
of possibilities
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There is something dif-
ferent about Visitation Acad-
emy. You’ll notice it the mo-
ment you walk through the 
doors. There is a vitality and 
richness of spirit as the girls 
and faculty great the new 
day. The fundamental prin-
ciple of a Visitation Academy 
education is to “Live Jesus” 
by reflecting Christ’s gentle 
strength in their daily lives. 
Through its mission to “Ed-
ucate the Mind and Heart,” 
the girls participate in an en-
riching spiritual life during 
their Visitation education. 
The school’s mission mir-
rors Mary’s visitation to her 
cousin Elizabeth, her accep-
tance of Jesus in her own life 
and her commitment to carry 
Him to others.  

A Visitation girl mod-
els confidence, self-reliance 
and resilience. Their joyful 
optimism is reflected in the 

words of its founder, St Fran-
cis de Sales, who said, “Be 
who you are, and be it well.”  
Throughout her daily inter-
actions, she is a confident and 
an articulate communica-
tor who learns to solve prob-
lems, logically and creatively 

through independent, critical 
thinking. 

The Sisters of the Visita-
tion knew nearly 180 years 
ago what research is finding 
today about single-sex educa-
tion. These visionary women 
instinctively knew that edu-

cating girls in a strong aca-
demic setting would instill 
greater confidence and suc-
cess. Rooted in this strong 
tradition of academic excel-
lence, Visitation provides 
a challenging, exploratory, 
integrative and relevant cur-
riculum.

With an average class size 
of 15 students, the whole-child 
approach to learning focuses 
on the academic, social, phys-
ical and spiritual needs of the 
girls. It creates an environ-
ment that values curiosity, 
knowledge and leadership.  
Students are not only taught 
to analyze and apply knowl-
edge but also to manage time, 
apply effective study strate-
gies and work collaboratively. 
At Visitation, the opportunity 
to work with stem project-
based learning teaches the 
use of science, technology, 
engineering and math (stem) 

as a mean of enhancing stu-
dent understanding of major 
physical science concepts. 
All classrooms are equipped 
with Smart Board technology 
and the students use their Ip-
ads collaboratively in ways 
that uniquely enhance their 
curriculum. One of the most 
successful and important 
attributes of any top-rated 
school is their ability to also 
cultivate the arts. All stu-
dents attend comprehensive 
art and music classes. An 
Academy British Brass Band, 
a Cabaret Troupe and Chapel 
Choir are available to help 
students reinforce and enjoy 
both the physical and theo-
retical aspects of their music 
experience. Visitation Acad-
emy has the philosophy, the 
will, the tools and the design 
needed to fulfill their goal of 
“Building the Young Women 
of Tomorrow.”

Building the Young Women of Tomorrow

V ISI TAT ION
A C A D E M Y
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Bay Ridge Prep bid fare-
well to its Class of 2015 at 
the school’s 17th Annual 
Commencement, held Fri-
day, May 29, at the Brooklyn 
Museum. Keeping with tra-
dition, Commencement fea-
tured student speakers and 
performers who each fi lled 
the museum’s Cantor Audi-
torium with cheers, tears, 
laughs and, most of all, a 
deep sense of how valuable 
the Bay Ridge Prep experi-
ence has been to the gradu-
ates and their families.

Receiving the honors of 
salutatorian were Vincent 
Defonte, Nadia Hobbs, Rose-
Emma Lambridis, Eleni 
Spyrou and Jamie Vento.   
The honors of valedictorian 
were shared by Solomiya 
Bavlovych, Monica Fain-
shtein and Hussna Javed.

Parents and teachers 
were the focus of Co-Head of 
School Dr. Michael Dealy’s 
parting words to graduates 
as they stood on stage mo-
ments after receiving their 

diplomas.
“Look into the audience 

at your teachers and let us 
all give them thanks for the 
tireless and selfl ess commit-
ment they give to you and 
to our school every day,” 
Dr. Dealy said. “Now, fi nd 
your parents, your family, 
your loved ones. They have 
been by your side, they have 

worked hard and made sac-
rifi ces to give you the gift 
of a Bay Ridge Prep educa-
tion. Thank them today and 
then thank them again in 
four years when you stand 
proudly at your college com-
mencement.”

This year’s class, com-
prised of 56 young men and 
women, will have many op-

portunities to fi nd them-
selves over the next four 
years as they have collec-
tively been offered accep-
tance and over $6 million in 
merit scholarship to institu-
tions such as Bates College, 
Goucher College, New York 
University, Sarah Lawrence 
College, Savannah College 
of Art & Design and the Uni-
versity of Scranton. The col-
lege acceptance list shows 
the diverse paths that Bay 
Ridge Prep’s newest alumni 
will take as they continue 
their studies at schools that 
are the best fi t for each in-
dividual, whether that is a 
top tier art school, a highly 
ranked liberal arts col-
lege or a big name selective 
school.

No matter where they 
go or what challenges they 
face, Co-Head of School Dr. 
Charles Fasano advised 
graduates that perseverance 
will lead to success.

“Many times, you look at 
very successful people and 

think they’re so lucky to be 
where they are in life,” Dr. 
Fasano said. “What we often 
don’t realize is that luck usu-
ally has nothing to do with 
it. Those people got past so 
many obstacles and over-
came many failures before 
being very successful. When 
we started the school, there 
were a lot of hurdles we had 
to overcome and there were 
times we were unsure if it 
was going to work out. Yet, 
we’re here today, 17 years 
later, celebrating another 
graduating class that has 
achieved so much at Bay 
Ridge Prep and will accom-
plish even more great things 
in college and in life.”

Developing the whole stu-
dent since 1998, Bay Ridge 
Prep is an independent, K-12 
college preparatory school 
offering a strong academic 
program in a student-cen-
tered community that val-
ues the unique talents and 
the learning styles of each 
person.

Bay Ridge Prep Celebrates Class of ‘15 at Commencement
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Xaverian Congratulates the Class of 2015!
 A W A R D E D  S C H O L A R S H I P S  T O T A L I N G  $ 2 5 , 0 1 2 , 6 3 7

    A partial list of college acceptances:

Boston College

Boston University

Brown University

Catholic University of America

Clemson University

Cornell University

CUNY-Macaulay Honors College

Fairfield University

Fordham University 

George Washington University

Lafayette College

Lehigh University

New York University

Northeastern University

Ohio State University

Pennsylvania State University

Pepperdine University

Providence College

Purdue University

Quinnipiac University

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Rochester Institute of Technology

St. John’s University 

Stevens Institute of Technology

Stony Brook University

Syracuse University

Texas Tech University

University College Dublin

University of Alabama

University of Arizona

University of California

University of Colorado at Boulder

University of Connecticut

University of Dayton

University of Massachusetts

University of Rhode Island

University of Richmond

University of San Diego

University of Scranton

University of South Carolina

University of Tennessee

University of Texas

University of Vermont

University of Virginia

University of Wisconsin

Villanova University

West Virginia University

                           X A V E R I A N 
7100 Shore Road, Brooklyn, NY 11209  •  (718) 836-7100  •  www.xaverian.org
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X A V E R I A N
A  X A V E R I A N  B R O T H E R S  S P O N S O R E D  S C H O O L 

Xaverian is proud 

to have five seniors 

who earned acceptance 

to Cornell University 

this year!

With the hard work of the past 
four years at Xaverian now behind 
them, the members of the class of 
2015 had much to celebrate as they 
walked across the stage at Brook-
lyn College’s Walt Whitman Audi-
torium for the school’s 55th Com-
mencement Exercises on June 6th.  

The past several years, Xaver-
ian’s graduates have earned accep-
tances to top colleges and univer-
sities, including Boston College, 
Boston University, Brown Univer-
sity, College of the Holy Cross, Ford-
ham University, CUNY-Macaulay 
Honors, Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, Lehigh University, New York 
University, Princeton University, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy, U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point, 
U.S. Naval Academy, University 
of Notre Dame, and University 
of Pennsylvania, and this year 
proved to be no different.    

A record number of fi ve mem-
bers of the class of 2015 have earned 

acceptance to Cornell University.  
Ritvik Taneja, who is the class of 
2015’s valedictorian, Harrison Ja-
min, Oliver Sarzynski, Suet Cho, 
and Joseph Martorana were all 
thrilled upon hearing they got 
into the prestigious Ivy League 
institution, and they credit their 
accomplishments to the college 
application preparation they re-
ceived through Xaverian’s College 
Coordinator’s Offi ce.   

Ritvik Taneja is looking for-
ward to attending Cornell as a 
McMullen Scholar, which is a 
scholarship reserved for students 
with potential for exceptional suc-
cess at Cornell in the fi eld of en-
gineering.  He plans to major in 
Computer Science/Applied Math-
ematics, and credits Xaverian for 
preparing him for this next chal-
lenge, saying, “I am proud to say 
that I can move on to college know-
ing that Xaverian has prepared 
me for my future.  Academically, 
I have been challenged inside and 

outside of the classroom.  From 
studying for AP classes to work-
ing in an engineering internship 
at the World Trade Center, I have 
been exposed to all Xaverian has to 
offer to enrich the educational ex-
perience of the students.  I’ve also 

learned the importance of faith in 
daily life.  This faith can be in a 
higher power or in yourself, but it 
will nevertheless motivate you to 
strive for greatness.” 

Congratulations to all the mem-
bers of Xaverian’s class of 2015!

Five Xaverian Seniors Accepted to Cornell University 

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2015

Xaverian seniors accepted to Cornell University, from left to right, are: Suet Cho, Oliver 
Sarzynski, Ritvik Taneja, Joseph Martorana, and Harrison Jamin
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Saint Edmund Preparatory High School is 
a Roman Catholic college preparatory school 
for young men and women. The Mission is to 
instill the Gospel values in our students so as 
to empower them to become confi dent, self-
disciplined, active participants in society. 

As an International Baccalaureate World 
School, the goal is to provide a high quality 
education which encourages the development 
of skills to live and work with others glob-
ally.  Students who have been awarded the 
IB Diploma have earned as many as 36 col-
lege credits. The program has 32 Full IB Di-
ploma candidates and has joined forces with 
the NYC Food Bank where students will be 
fulfi lling the Creativity, Action, and Service 
component of IB. 

St. Edmund Preparatory offers a rigorous 
curriculum designed to meet the needs of all 
our students.  Advanced Placement Courses 
and, through our partnership with St. John’s 
University, college level courses, STEM, Ro-
botics, a Fine Arts curriculum that includes 

dance and band, and the offering of Chinese/
Mandarin as a foreign language are examples 
of the broad and challenging academics.  

An International Scholars Honors Pro-
gram, a College Exploration Program, an 
Internship Program, a Teaching Program, a 
Summer Outreach Program and the addition 
of the Harvard Model Congress allows stu-
dents to experience life outside of the Prep.  
Students embrace the call to service as they 
serve the homeless in Philadelphia, cook 
and serve a Thanksgiving meal to those less 
fortunate in NY, donate to award winning 
school blood drives, and participate in collec-
tions such as socks, toys, blankets, and coats.  
In addition to prayer services and liturgies, 
the Emmaus and Cleopas Retreat Programs 
give students an opportunity to explore their 
relationship with God.  

The school has three state-of-the-art sci-
ence labs, two technology labs, SMART board 
technology and a Bring Your Own Device 
Program for students.   The Library Media 

and Fine Arts Center houses a technology 
lab, a contemporary band room, an art studio, 
weight training room, and a dance studio.

The International Exchange Program 
with St. Edmund Girls’ School and Wyvern 
College in Salisbury, England and St. Aidan’s 
Anglican Girls’ School in Brisbane, Austra-
lia as well as the International Travel Study 
Program encourages students to experience a 
new culture and foster new friendships. 

In addition to a complete varsity athletic 
program, the Prep has added, Crew, a com-
petitive rowing team. The school offers over 
50 clubs and activities including art, technol-
ogy, STEM robotics, the Euro Challenge, the 
Investment Team, dramatic/musical perfor-
mances, and, award winning, Literary Maga-
zine and Yearbook.   

For more information or to schedule a 
Buddy Day, please contact the Admissions Of-
fi ce at 718-743-6100 ext. 5064 or visit our web-
site at www.stedmundprep.org. 

St. Edmund Preparatory High School

Th e Administration, Faculty and Staff  of 
St. Edmund Prep congratulate the 

Class of 2015
on their many accomplishments, 

honors, and scholarships.

Regina T. Locicero
Valedictorian

attending Rochester Institute of Technology

Alex. S. Blair
Salutatorian

attending Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

2474 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.stedmundprep.org  718-743-6100

Saint Edmunds: Achieving academic excellence 
through practical learning experiences

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2015
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Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood

Inspiring young women to be leaders of  tomorrow. 
#FHAgirlslead  fontbonne.org

AFH Fontbonne Hall Academy 
Congratulates The Class of  2015

Students have received over 17 million dollars in scholarships.

This year, graduation 
ceremonies at Fontbonne 
Hall Academy will reflect 
the true nature of a Font-
bonne education -- filled 
with tradition yet academi-
cally progressive.   The 129 
members of the Class of 
2015 will wear traditional 
white gowns and carry red 
roses at their Commence-
ment Exercises at the Ba-
silica of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help.  This year, 
however, they will also don 
navy blue caps and gowns 
at a Graduation Liturgy 
held at Saint Patrick’s 
Church.

Fontbonne Hall Acad-
emy opened its doors in 
1937. Sponsored by the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph of Brent-
wood, New York, the acad-
emy has flourished for the 
past 78 years and has of-
fered young women excel-
lent academic preparation 
for admission to top-tier 

colleges and universities.
Today, Fontbonne of-

fers a high level of college 
preparatory education that 
ensures its graduates are 
more confident and more 
qualified than ever.  The 
school offers a rigorous 
college preparatory expe-
rience with AP classes that 
students may take as early 

as ninth grade.  It has es-
tablished a true STEM cur-
riculum with emphasis on 
project-based learning and 
an introductory course in 
the physical sciences for all 
ninth-grade students. The 
STEM curriculum also in-
cludes a Science Research 
Program, a three-year se-
quence of classes that be-

gins in the tenth grade, 
along with several AP sci-
ence classes and electives 
such as a pre-college en-
gineering program with 
Brown University.

Fontbonne has a unique 
blend of tradition and pro-
gressive academics is serv-
ing its students well.  The 
Class of 2015 has earned 

over $17 million in schol-
arships. Class Valedicto-
rian Michel Fallah will be 
attending the Macaulay 
Honors College at Brook-
lyn College in the fall, and 
Class Salutatorian Andrea 
Arcadipane will be attend-
ing Northeastern Univer-
sity. Congratulations to all 
of the graduates!

Fontbonne grads honor tradition & embrace the future

FOCUS ON EDUCATION
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Poly congratulates Michael 
McAloon ’15, who has been selected 
as one of eight New York City win-
ners of a prestigious Milken Foun-
dation scholarship of $10,000. The 
Milken Foundation also offers schol-
arships to high school seniors in Los 
Angeles and Washington, D.C.

McAloon also received Poly’s 
New England Award from the his-
tory department at an Academic 
Awards Chapel on May 15. He will 
attend Duke University, where he 
plans to major in economics and 
public policy.

According to the Milken Founda-
tion website, “Milken Scholars was 
founded in 1989 by Lori and Michael 
Milken to honor exceptional young 
men and women based on their ac-
ademic performance, community 
service, leadership activities and 
triumphs over obstacles.”

McAloon told the Pulse, the 
school newsletter, “I found out about 
the Milken Scholars program after 
doing a lot of research online look-

ing for college scholarships. Pay-
ing for college would have been a 
huge burden for my family and me... 
The Milken Program stood out to 
me specifi cally because it meant 
so much more than just money. It 
would provide me with a supporting 
community of staff and other schol-

ars for my four years of college and 
beyond. 

I would have the opportunity to 
engage in numerous community 
service projects, participate in nu-
merous internship programs, and 
eventually even begin to pay for 
graduate school. On top of all of this, 
program staff conduct annual visits 
to each of the scholars when he/she 
is in college.”

“Poly has also changed my life by 
providing me with so many amazing 
opportunities,” McAloon said. “If I 
went anywhere else but Poly, I would 
never be where I am today and I’m 
sure I would have never received 
an award such as the Milken Schol-
arship. Over the past four years, I 
have had the opportunity to travel 
to Argentina, Spain, and Cambodia, 
and all of these trips have allowed 
me to develop a unique perspective 
of the world and of my own life in 
general. My trip to Cambodia and 
my involvement in the Cambodia 
club have had a signifi cant effect on 

my life, as I have become very pas-
sionate about Cambodia and NGO 
work. While interning at Global 
Children Cambodia this past sum-
mer, I helped to develop their social 
media program and began work on 
numerous fundraising initiatives.”

“Finally, Poly was always a place 
that was like home to me,” McAloon 
told the Pulse. “No matter how much 
homework I had or how stressed or 
tired I was, I always looked forward 
to sitting in Chapel and hearing Mr. 
Cox go on tangents about the deep 
philosophical intricacies of life. To 
me, Mr. Cox’s message, even if it 
wasn’t always so clear, was that he 
loved each and every one of us im-
mensely and wanted us to enjoy our 
lives as much as possible. Having 
such a supporting community and 
amazing leader was always so com-
forting to me. Coming to Poly every 
day provided me with an escape, 
a place where I knew I was cared 
about and where I knew I could be 
myself.”

Poly Congratulates Duke-Bound Michael McAloon ’15, 
1 of 8 NYC Winners of Milken Foundation Scholarship

Michael McAloon class of 2015

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2015

FOCUS ON EDUCATION
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 6/12/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888
           MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2009 Ford Flex, 69k A14526 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 6/12/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$17,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'11 HONDA ODYSSEY

35k miles, Stk#4830

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, PMU 534295 $3,995
 2007 Hyundai Santa Fe, xx 081751 $4,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
 ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995

 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
  2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
          MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!
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To the editor,
It’s wonderful to hear that we will 

be bringing more fish to the creek by 
planting oysters and utilizing other 
filter feeders to clean the water (“Up 
the creek: Volunteers count sea life, 
clean Coney estuary,” online June 
3).

I love the idea that our local stu-
dents and educators are taking own-
ership of Coney Island Creek, which 
has been neglected for so many 
years.

As an educator and community 
educational advocate in Coney Is-
land, I see My Estuary Day as just 
the beginning of bringing life to our 
neighborhood waterways. I envision 
a “marine science educational learn-
ing barge” coming to Coney Island 
to help support our students and cre-
ate awareness about our local water-
ways.

On the barge I would like to see an 
ecology classroom to support water 
monitoring, population inventories, 
coastal ecology, and marine science 
school and community-based pro-
gramming; a career training tech 
lab to help students gain underwa-
ter welding certification, laboratory 
skills, aquaponics, and marina op-
erations; a wet lab facility with fish 
tanks and science laboratory equip-
ment (scales, microscopes etc.); rec-
reational kayaking and summer 
youth employment opportunities; 
and an office for a part-time coor-
dinator for class trips, group visits, 
and to supervise research projects.  

We can also reach out to environ-
mental agencies, which could donate 
equipment and lend staff to train 
on select occasions if we ask them 
to partner with us in this proposed 
field site. 

We want our students to experi-
ence Coney Island. Can you think of 
a better way? Scott Krivitsky

The writer is a teacher  
at PS 188 in Coney Island.

To the editor,
Shavana Abruzzo, thank you 

for your “The pope’s unholy Pales-
whine” column (A Britisher’s View, 
May 29). Right on!

We hope this will cancel out any 
hate mail you’ll get for daring to 
write this excellent, true column.

Dorothy and David Goldberg
Midwood

To the editor,
I too would like to see more po-

litical parties and uncorrupted pol-
iticians have a chance of winning 
elections (“Corrupt pols” by Jerry 
Sattler,” Sound Off to the Editor, 
June 5). 

For this to happen, we need strin-
gent campaign finance control. Un-
fortunately people and organizations 
with the most money usually con-
trol our elections, our politicians, 
and our two major political parties. 
Smaller parties with less money 
cannot compete. Therefore we need 
strong limits on how much money 
any candidate or party should be al-
lowed to spend on an election.

I believe we should eliminate the 
electoral college and elect our next 
and future presidents by popular 
vote. Had we done this in 2000, the 
messed up ballots in Florida might 
not have mattered. I believe Al Gore 
had the popular vote. Had he won, we 
might now have a lot less environ-
mental pollution, and we might all 
be able to breathe better. 

I am opposed to the suggestion of 
term limits in national elections be-
cause we would lose some valuable 
congresspeople like our own sena-
tors, Charles Schumer and Kirsten 
Gillibrand. Not every politician 
is corrupt! There is no guarantee, 
with term limits, that we would not 
get corrupt politicians taking their 
places. Many newly-elected politi-
cians have been found to be as cor-
rupt as their predecessors. 

What we really need is campaign 
finance control so that honest, but 
not wealthy, politicians would have a 
chance of being elected.

Elaine Kirsch
Gravesend

To the editor,
I was driving westbound on Shore 

Parkway between Knapp Street and 
Nostrand Ave. in Sheepshead Bay, at 
around 5:20 pm, when I was pulled 
over by two uniformed cops, along 
with several other passenger cars. 

We were all given speeding tick-
ets, which were technically justified. 
However, the dubious circumstances 

under which the tickets were issued 
are as follows: both policemen were 
on foot, there was no police car to be 
seen, a civilian passenger car was 
driving in the right lane at 10 mph 
below the 25 mph speed limit for 
two blocks and gave no indication of 
turning, thus inviting the vehicles 
behind to go into the left lane at in-
creased speed to pass, which we all 
did. That’s when the policemen ap-
peared and waived us over. 

I obviously have no proof, but the 
slow-moving vehicle in the right lane 
seemed to me to be acting as a Judas 
goat, inducing cars behind to change 
lanes and pass it. Very suspicious.

I have lived in Sheepshead Bay 
all my life and have been driving 
since 1975. I pass that location once 
or twice every week and have never 
seen anything like this before. One 
might expect to see something like 
this in some little town in the hin-
terlands whose finances depend on 
scamming out-of-towners into traffic 
tickets. 

Perhaps Mayor DeBlasio’s pro-
gressive “social justice” agenda re-
quires additional funding and his 
Vision Zero campaign provides the 
means. I don’t blame the policemen, 
as I’m sure they were only following 
orders. Charles DeBlasi

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
I was waiting for the Q train at 

West Eighth Street when I heard a 
fire truck with its horn blasting. 

I noticed the truck had to wait 
for pedestrians to cross Surf Ave-
nue with the light. I wondered how 
it would get to its emergency within 
seconds. I have the same concern 
about those stupid islands at Brigh-
ton Beach and Coney Island ave-
nues.

As the summer season begins 
more seniors and families will flock 
Coney Island attempting to cross 
Surf Avenue. What I would like to see 
is for someone with a brain to decide 
that a new modern bridge between 
the W. Eighth Street subway and the 
Boardwalk past the aquarium must 
be rebuilt and maintained on an on-
going basis. I don’t want to hear it’s 
no one’s responsibility to maintain 
the bridge, which will make it easier 
to cross in safety.

Going west on Brighton Beach 
Avenue is a two-lane road, but going 
east is a one-lane road. Where are 

the fire trucks, police cars, and am-
bulances going to turn? I’ve noticed 
many cars don’t pull over upon hear-
ing emergency sirens. They feel it’s 
easier to beat these emergency ve-
hicles, as if they are just waiting for 
an accident to happen. When people 
hear any emergency vehicle, they 
need to pull over and let them pass.

Jerry Sattler
Brighton Beach

To the editor,
Elderly people’s reflexes and vi-

sion are not as sharp as younger peo-
ple’s, and a fair solution to protect 
society as a whole would be for state 
legislature to enact laws that driv-
ers of any age to retain their licenses 
should be given a neurological exam-
ination every two years to determine 
whether mental impairment has de-
veloped. 

It is now known that President 
Woodrow Wilson had a stroke that 
left him blind in his left eye at 42 
years old, when he was a professor 
of political science and government. 
This was not revealed for more than 
70 years after his death. I understand 
too that Albert Einstein never drove 
a car. 

My late father’s first home atten-
dant told me that in Trinidad when 
people turn 60 they are required to 
surrender their drivers licenses. I do 
not think America has to be that ar-
bitrary, but it would be beneficial for 
society as a well as individuals to be 
required to have a neurological ex-
amination every two years to see if 
any development might occur.  
 Elliott Abosh
 Brighton Beach

To the editor,
What’s all the fuss about ex-

tending mayoral control of public 
schools? Since we have had it, I do 
not see improvements in class size or 
student attendance. 

Test scores remain stagnant and 
far too many schools remain chaotic 
with discipline out of hand. Supplies 
are still hard to come by, and the 
control has weakened the ability to 
suspend unruly youngsters and fire 
some outrages principals, especially 
from the Leadership Academy. Par-
ents for the most part are shut out of 
the decision-making process.
 Ed Greenspan
 Sheepshead Bay

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

24-Month CD

1.25%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

*New money only. APY effective April 2, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an 
existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

’m a Democrat and I am 
very concerned about the 
upcoming presidential 

election. Our country’s ability 
to tackle all kinds of inequal-
ity — racial, gender, economic, 
and the list goes on — largely 
hinges on the outcome of the 
2016 election, and if Demo-
crats prevail.

I want to make clear that 
I don’t think all Republicans 
are completely misguided, just 
many of them such as union-
bashing Gov. Scott Walker 
of Wisconsin and polarizing 
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz and thug-
gish New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie. Moderates like Jeb 
Bush and Marco Rubio — al-
though too far to the right on 
many issues for me — at least 
offer new ideas on education 
and immigration.

But we saw what eight 
years of George Bush–Dick 
Cheney did to our country — 
a near economic collapse, a 
rush headlong into a calami-
tous war, and a rightward tilt 
of our Supreme Court.

So the stakes are high in 
2016. It is easy to find fault with 
some of President Obama’s 
policies and methods — par-

ticularly in Middle Eastern 
foreign policy and his ability 
to negotiate with an intran-
sigent Congress — but his-
tory will almost certainly be 
very kind him. His landmark 
health care plan will one day 
be hailed as revolutionary as 
Social Security. Obama rarely 
gets enough credit for bring-
ing America back from the 
brink of economic collapse 
early in his presidency with 
his steady stimulus plan and 
strong monetary policy.

Ironically, the first presi-
dent of African-American de-
cent hasn’t done enough to 
help the underclass in this 
country and the huge gap of 
economic inequality has wid-
ened. There has been a surge 
of activity around the country 
around the minimum wage, 
but this is not nearly enough.

There has been no attempt 
to address America’s unfair 
tax code, no attempt to make 
higher education less expensive 
for middle class and low-income 
families or reform the preda-
tory college loan program.

There also is the prover-
bial elephant in the room: the 
presumptive — and seemingly 
only — Democratic nominee 
for president, Hillary Clinton.

I am a fan of Hillary’s be-
cause she is progressive with-
out being dogmatic and po-
larizing; she is extremely 
competent and has invaluable 
experience on foreign and do-
mestic issues; and she is battle-
scarred and has been tested in 
public life for three decades.

But.
For all her experience and 

intelligence, I worry that Hil-
lary is not a great candidate or 

campaigner. I worry there is 
much Clinton fatigue in this 
country. I worry the media 
and the public will focus on the 
wrong things and damage her 
electability. I worry she will 
stumble late in the campaign. 
I worry there is no Democratic 
back-up plan.

So I will join the small but 
growing chorus of those who 
are saying, “Run, Mike. Run!”

Former New York City 
Mayor Mike Bloomberg is per-
haps the only other supremely 
qualified moderate in public 
life who could lead this coun-
try. He has the intelligence, 
the independence, the wealth, 
the team, and — most impor-
tantly — he was great when 
holding the second hardest job 
in America for 12 years.

I’m debating whether it 
would be better for Bloomberg 
to jump into the Democratic pri-
mary soon, so Hillary has a real 
challenger to sharpen her cam-
paign and message, or whether 
he should wait until early 2016 
to see if Hillary flounders.

An advantage of being a 
multi-billionaire is he doesn’t 
have to do fund-raising and 
can snap his fingers and have 

the finest minds in our coun-
try help him deliver his cen-
trist, no-nonsense message. 
His business skills will surely 
help in the increasingly com-
petitive global economy. His 
crime-fighting record will help 
ensure America stays safe. His 
blunt and honest way of govern-
ing will help us on the world 
stage, as America’s hegemonic 
powers begin to recede.

So, even though there has 
been no official word from 
Bloomberg, I would bet many 
Americans would love to have 
another choice in the Demo-
cratic primary. Bernie Sand-
ers is a smart, outspoken lefty 
who speaks truth to power, 
but he has no chance of being 
the next president. Martin 
O’Malley and Lincoln Chafee 
have impressive records and 
may be rising stars, but it is 
doubtful either is ready for 
prime time.

Run, Mike, run!
Tom Allon, president of 

City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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e are no longer the great 
United States of Amer-
ica, defender of truth, 

justice and the American way.
No.
Thanks to our bright, tal-

ented, and resourceful minds, we 
will go down in the history books 
as the nation that has wiped out 
sexual dysfunction and given 
the world reality television and 
its stars. Yes, America, we can 
all rest easy and go to bed know-
ing that if we wake up and don’t 
desire sex every hour of every 
day, we just have to pop a pink or 
blue pill to be ready, willing, and 
able to fornicate like a rabbit ev-
ery which way we can. And if we 
can’t get sex — or the lack thereof 
— out of our minds, we can turn 
on the parade of freaks on reality 
television to keep us amused. 

I offer a very heartfelt 
“thank you” to the pharmaceu-
tical companies Pfizer (makers 
of Viagra) and Sprout (Fliban-
serin, the so-called “Viagra for 
women”) — who will be even 
more filthy rich — for provid-
ing these miracle cures to our 
medicine cabinets. And to The 
Learning Channel for its en-
lightened programming.

I, for one, will sleep better 
knowing that my libido is in good 

hands. And if not, I can tune into 
TLC for a dose of familial dys-
function to gently put me under. 

Let us not forget our adver-
tising brethren — with this 
new pink pill, there will be a 
feeding frenzy out there in ad-
vertising land. Who will be 
the first to come up with the 
catchiest tune to tout this new 
wonder drug? How many times 
a day will the left side of our 
brains (the part most suscep-
tible to subliminal messaging), 
be hit with visions of beautiful 

young women and gray-haired 
men who want to copulate and 
can’t because of impotence and 
hypoactive sexual desire?

No longer concerned about 
cancer, diabetes, heart disease, 
baldness, or gastrointestinal re-
flux disease. No siree bob — our 
libidos are in the pink (and blue). 

Jeez Louise, I have never 
seen a culture more consumed 
with sex than ours. Which 
presents the other matter to 
the right side of my brain — 
the circus of reality television.

Not only consumed by sex, 
but we are number one for 
dancing on the stick of real-
ity television — of which TLC 
is the master puppeteer. I ask 
you, does the research team 
purposefully go out and choose 
families with huge skeletons in 
their closets? First “Kate Plus 
Eight,” then “Honey BooBoo,” 
and now the “Duggars.” 

Who is next? Is there a scan-
dal in the closet of the Little 
Couple just waiting for a slump 
in the ratings?  

Not for Nuthin,™ but I am 
really tired of having the left 
side of my brain hit with all 
this minutiae. Please, Pfizer 
and Sprout, make a pill — 
make it stop! 

ayor DeBlasio 
strode into of-
fice a year and 

a half ago, a knight in 
the shining armor of 
progressive change, 
but these days he is 
an emperor without 
clothes — no fig leaf 
in sight — getting dumped on 
from all sides.

First the Finest turned its 
back on him for cozying up to 
anti-police protestors calling 
for “dead cops.”

Now blacks, who make up 
most of his voting base, are 
angry at him for ignoring the 
mounting bloodshed — 82 peo-
ple were slain in the city in 
the first three months of 2015, 
up 11 from the same period a 
year ago — and stalling on his 
promised criminal justice re-
forms.

Black demonstrators 
wielded a coffin and body bags 
as props outside City Hall and 
accused the man inside of 
“blood on his hands,” demand-

ing he create new crime-fight-
ing tactics to stop the violence 
plaguing their communities. 

DeBlasio is snagged like po-
litical moss between the rock of 
his crime-friendly policies and 
the hard place of his grievance-
minded voters. He helped to cut 
back stop-and-frisk, which ben-
efited black strongholds now 
crying foul the most, and the 
policing tool’s decline and the 
increase in crime is no coinci-
dence: Murders and shootings 
in East New York and Browns-
ville rose after cops decreased 
stop-and-frisks by 99 percent 
in those areas.

In a case of political schizo-
phrenia the mayor claims 
crime is at an all-time low, but 
then launched a summer anti-

crime campaign 
to pour hundreds 
of cops into gritty 
blocks. 

It takes only a 
few key acts of law-
lessness — an un-
stoppable force if 
left unchecked — to 

shatter the calm that took de-
cades to restore. The rash of 
gunpoint robberies and bra-
zen muggings in Central Park 
— including three assaults in 
less than 24 hours — and the 
brutal rape of a woman in Chi-
natown by three teenage boys 
are enough to transport us to 
the ugly 1980s and early 1990s 
when marauders claimed the 
city and few felt safe in public 
places.

City Hall is understating 
the violence, but the victim toll 
and the smell of fear in the air 
are proof of a downward spi-
ral happening on the mayor’s 
watch. 

Follow me on Twitter @
BritShavana

y flag has been wav-
ing in the breeze from 
my terrace since Me-

morial Day. 
I take it in at night and 

on rainy days, but there is a 
strong possibility that it will 
remain there, weather per-
mitting, until July 5. This 
Sunday is Flag Day. 

Come on. Go to the back 
of your closet, pull out the 
colors and proudly display 
them from your balcony, 
your living room window or 
your car. In spite of the com-
plaints, this is still a great 
nation and flag-waving is 
not such a terrible thing to 
do. 

Who I believe are terrible 
are those non-thinking fools 
who don’t appreciate what 
we have here and protest by 
trampling on the flag. I re-
ally wish the media would 
not reward them by publi-
cizing their hatred. There 
are several things that I see 
on the tube that make me 
angry, and one of the worst 
is watching ungrateful sus 
scrofas desecrating a piece 
of cloth that they should be 
saluting is one of them. 

Let me see, by a show of 
hands, how many of you are 
familiar with the name Rick 
Monday? 

Google him and learn 
about a baseball player who 
became a patriotic hero in 
our nation’s bicentennial 
year when a disgruntled fool 
and his son ran onto the field 
at Dodgers Stadium and at-
tempted to gain attention 
by setting fire to Old Glory. 
Monday, representing those 
of us who love our flag, res-
cued it and prevented the 
protesters from accomplish-
ing their goal. 

A former U.S. Marine, 
Monday instantly became 
the darling of the United 
States. That was about 40 
years ago. One cannot do 
that today. Try to rescue a 
flag and the cops will force 
you to return it. The only 
thing the boys in blue can 
do today is issue a summons 
to the protestors for start-
ing a fire without a permit. 
In the case of that 1976 Chi-
cago Cubs vs. the L.A. Dodg-
ers baseball game, the pro-
testors were arrested for 
running out on the playing 
field.

At this very moment, 
there is one reader who is 
ready to criticize me — as he 

usually does — by telling me 
things that I already know. 
He will create a nasty let-
ter telling me all about flag 
burning being legal because 
of our freedom of speech 
laws. He will throw in Su-
preme Court rulings that we 
have all read about. To him 
— and to all of you who are 
ready to sound off — I say, 
don’t bother. Just enjoy the 
day and take a minute out 
to salute the banner that is 
the emblem of this nation — 
and freedom of speech. Then 
offer your thanks to God, if 
you still believe in him, that 
you reside in this wonderful 
country.

  I can never understand 
why people come here from 
countries they don’t like but 
then complain about and try 
to change the U.S. to become 
like the country they came 
from. Why don’t they just 
roll with the punches and 
enjoy the freedoms that our 
military men and women 
lived and died for? Yes, this 
IS a great country. My room-
mate’s passion, since the 
day we were married, has 
always been to travel. We 
have visited 43 states, some 
twice, some three and even 
four times. Before we leave 
this earth we intend to visit 
all 50. We have almost three 
hundred thousand frequent-
flier miles and just this 
morning we used some of 
those miles to order tickets 
to Idaho and Montana. That 
will make it 45 down and 
five to go. 

I am StanGershbein@
Bellsouth.net saying it 
again, again and again: God 
Bless America!

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 12–18, 2015 37  B

35
SEEDLESS

59 6949 891.19

4.99 2.99
D 2.99

D1.99K

2 4

1.998

o me, “old New York” 
is the city I moved to in 
1981. Back then, the sub-

way cars were so covered 
with graffiti, you couldn’t see 
out the windows. You always 
added a 20-minute cushion to 
your commute, just in case. 
And Times Square…

Well, I’m getting off track. 
My point is, everyone’s got an 
“old New York.” The one Edith 
Wharton was referring to 
when she was writing a hun-
dred years ago was the  “old 
New York” before the Civil 
War, already a quaint and 
distant memory in the Gilded 
Age. 

Old New Yorks are always 
being demolished, or up-
dated beyond recognition, so 
it is astonishing to learn that 
one slice of the old old New 
York not only still exists, it 
stands virtually intact, right 
down to its original furnish-
ings from 1832. It is the Mer-
chant’s House Museum at 29 
E. Fourth St., and last week I 
went to hear at lecture about it 
at another amazing venue, the 

National Arts Club. (Hat tip to 
Gary Shapiro, the club’s dap-
per emissary, who alerted me 
to the talk.)

“We call it the ‘Miracle on 
Fourth Street,’ ” began the 
speaker, Carl Raymond, a tour 
guide at the Merchant’s House 

who is also a professional chef. 
He combines both those skills 
to sleuth out what the home’s 
original owners would have 
been eating 183 years ago, 
when they first moved in. But 
before getting to the meat of 
his talk — as it were — he ex-
plained how the miracle came 
to be standing at all.

When a young man named 
Seabury Tredwell moved to 
New York at age 18 to make his 
fortune in the hardware busi-
ness, he lived in a boarding-
house. Perhaps predictably, he 
fell in love with his landlady’s 
daughter. They married and 
had seven kids. In 1832 they 
bought a brand new house on 
Fourth Street — the suburbs 
at the time — and in 1840, 
when Seabury was 60, they 
had a surprise eighth child, 
Gertrude. 

“Like my mother,” contin-
ued lecturer Raymond, “Ger-
trude never threw anything 
away.” She also never mar-
ried. So when she died in 1933, 
just 20 feet from the bed she’d 
been born in 93 years earlier, 

she was surrounded by the 
very same objects that she had 
grown up with, right down to 
39 dresses. These included the 
one her mom got married in 
more than a hundred years 
earlier, in 1825.

Gertrude’s heir was about 
to sell the place and all its 
dusty contents when a distant 
cousin, George Chapman, re-
alized that this was no ordi-
nary fixer-upper. Stepping 
inside was like walking into 
a time capsule — the King 
Tut’s Tomb of Manhattan. 
Gertrude had kept the house 
“as papa would’ve wanted it” 
and Chapman wanted that for 
the rest of us. He purchased 
the place and turned it into a 
museum. 

In 1965, Merchant’s House 
was one of the first 25 build-
ings on which our city be-
stowed landmark status. To 
this day, 90 percent of the 
items in it are original. 

You can still see the din-
ing room table and chairs the 
Tredwells used, and some of 
their cookware, and the bells 

to call the servants, a la Down-
ton Abbey. But threatened is 
the beautiful original plaster-
work in the dining room and 
elsewhere. 

The neighboring lots are 
not landmarked, and a bou-
tique hotel is slated to rise 
on one side. Vibrations from 
nearby construction could 
crack the walls. The mu-
seum is hoping to ensure 
that doesn’t happen by work-
ing with lawyers and engi-
neers to develop protection 
plans.

With any luck, the Mer-
chants House will be around 
for another 183 years, when 
aged locals may remember 
an “old New York” back when 
food was created by cooks,  not 
3D printers, and delivered by 
bike, not drone. 

For more information on 
the Merchants House visit 
merchantshouse.org or call 
(212) 777–1089. 

Lenore Skenazy speaks at 
conferences, companies and 
schools about her book and 
blog Free-Range Kids. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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’m madder than Alexander 
Graham Bell the first time 
he heard one of those an-

noying custom ring tones in-
stead of the soothing sound 
of a Bell Telephone ring over 
the fact that I didn’t have tele-
phone service for more than 
10 days — and had no way to 
tell anyone about it!

Look, you all know the 
ol’Screecher calls the Phone 
Company to complain so of-
ten, they answer the phone 
over there by saying “What 
is it now, Carmine?” but that 
doesn’t mean I get all the 
quality service I deserve, los-
ing service at the worst pos-
sible times — which is to me 
anytime I lose service.

It all started the other day 
when I went to send a very im-
portant facts to someone that 
desperately needed to receive 
it. But when I rolled over to 
the facts machine in my home 
office and hit the “hook” key, 
I didn’t get a dial tone! In fact, 
I couldn’t hear a thing!

So I called my pal Cookie 
on my cellphone, and ordered 
him to immediately call me 
on my home phone to see if I 
could receive calls (I had al-
ready noticed that the Phone 

Company phone wasn’t ring-
ing as early and often as it 
had in the past, and was con-
cerned even before I went 
to facts the facts). When he 
called me and the phone rang, 
I thought the problem fixed 
itself — but it turned out he 
called my other phone — the 
one that comes from the Cable 
Company!

Now, I know exactly what 
you are thinking: “Carmine, I 
thought you didn’t even have 
cable, knowing full-well that 
you would never pay for some-
thing you can get for free over 
the government-protected 
airwaves.”

And you’re right! But I will 
happily pay for all the many 
ways to get my message out 
there, and based on the Phone 
Company’s past performance, 
the second I was given the op-
portunity to back things up 
with a service provided by 
the Cable Company (not to 
mention those six Cellphone 
Companies!) — I jumped at it.

But that doesn’t mean that 
when one of my many ways 
of communicating with the 
world outside Harway Ter-
race goes down, I don’t go 
crazy, and that’s just what I 
did when I found out Cookie 
was getting a busy signal ev-
ery time he called me, and I 
was quite certain the phone 
wasn’t off the hook!   

So I immediately put in a 
call to the Phone Company 
to find out what was going 
on, but its crack tech support 
team was stymied, and deter-
mined it would have to send a 

troop of staffers to my house 
to figure out what was going 
on, exactly. 

When they got here and 
put in a call, they would hear 
my phone chirp, then go mer-
rily on its way to Never-Never 
Land.

And that’s where they 
would go, too! They would 
say to me, “Give me a min-
ute and let me check some-
thing in the truck” — only to 
never be heard from again. It 
was as if they were terrified 
of the chirping ghost that was 
haunting my main line!

Now, don’t get me wrong. 
These men were gentlemen, 
all spoke well, all recognized 
me from my column, and all 
were earnest in their desire 
to fix the problem. Alas, none 
were able to.

So I continued to call up 
and complain of the persis-
tent problem, only to receive 
assurances that someone 
would show up Friday, only to 
find out that it was a lie, they 
couldn’t send anyone until af-
ter the weekend — the time 
I make my most important 
calls!

So I played the disabled 
and sick card, explaining 

that I was handicapped and 
my wife was sick and it was a 
medical emergency. Too bad! 

I explained that the last 
technician said that the cop-
per wires that have served 
us for centuries outside and 
above my door needed to be 
upgraded, and that that up-
grade would clear up the 
problem!

But I don’t see how replac-
ing wires that have worked 
for years will solve anything! 
I think they want to melt 
those wires down and turn 
them into pennies!

Of course, nothing solved 
the problem, and I was just 
getting used to being Phone 
Company free when, 10 days 
after this hardship began, I 
received an anonymous mess-
sage on my cellphone telling 
me to disconnect the advance 
call forwarding on my phone 
that was sending the calls to 
wherever! 

That’s when I just started 
turning the dial over and over 
again and hitting the phone 
with the back end of a screw-
driver until things started 
working again!

And they finally did!
Screech at you next week!

BIG
SCREECHER
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HARBOR WATCH
After a tragic incident, more 
than 20 years ago, took the 
lives of fi ve people and left 
three battered and broken, 
one survivor was honored 
with an opportunity he was 
not afforded at the end of his 
aviation career — a fi nal 
fl ight.

Daniel Stamaris Jr. is 
known to many on Fort 
Rucker as a quality assur-
ance specialist with the Avi-
ation Center Logistics Com-
mand, but what many might 
not know is that he was a for-
mer Black Hawk crew chief, 
who was part of a team, 
which was shot down dur-
ing the Persian Gulf War, 
who were then taken as pris-
oners of war.

Stamaris and his crew, 
along with four passengers 
— three pathfi nders and one 
fl ight surgeon — were on a 
search-and-rescue mission 
over Iraq, Feb. 27, 1991, to 
fi nd a downed F-16 fi ghter pi-
lot, who had been shot down, 
he said. During the mission, 
Stamaris’ Black Hawk heli-
copter came under fi re and 
was shot down, killing the 
entire fl ight crew and two of 
the passengers.

“Out of the eight people, 
who were on board, only 

three of us survived,” said 
Stamaris, who was severely 
injured, suffering broken 
bones in his left leg, a shat-
tered femur, broken pelvis 
and broken ribs.

As fate would have it, Sta-
maris’ helicopter was shot 
down on the last full day of 
the war, but Stamaris and 
those he was taken prisoner 
with, had no idea.

“We didn’t know it at the 
time, so the war was still go-
ing on for us,” he said. “Dur-
ing something like that, you 
pretty much live moment to 
moment because you’re be-
ing threatened with bodily 
harm and death.”

Despite his injuries, Sta-
maris said he was routinely 
moved around by the Iraqi 
soldiers to different areas on 
the backs of trucks and car-
ried in tarps with no regard 
to his health. For eight days 
he was made to suffer with 
his injuries before being re-
leased as a result of the end 
of the war.

“When I got back to the 
states, the medical person-
nel made a comment to me 
that they couldn’t believe 
I survived — not just the 
crash, but the time I was be-
ing held because of the way 

HARBOR WATCH
Through the efforts of a U.S. 
Army Research Laboratory, 
or ARL, computer scientist, 
the way in which network 
science experimentation en-
vironments are designed, de-
ployed and executed has been 
streamlined. 

Scientists now have the 
ability to create virtual ex-
perimentation environments, 
each automatically confi gured 
and tailored to their specifi ca-
tions, from their web browser.

The system at the fore-
front of this novel innovation 
is known as the Dynamically 
Allocated Virtual Cluster-
ing Management System, or 
DAVC. 

DAVC is an experimenta-
tion infrastructure, which 
provides the means to dy-
namically create, deploy and 
manage virtual clusters of 
heterogeneous nodes within a 
cloud computing environment 
based upon resource utiliza-
tion such as central process-
ing unit load, available ran-
dom-access memory, or RAM, 
hard disk space and network 
utilization. 

An experiment should be 
replicable, runnable and read-
ily available to all members of 
a team of researchers working 
on the project. In addition, re-
searchers should also be able 
to duplicate, modify and build 
with ease upon pre-existing 
experiment applications. 

DAVC makes all of this pos-
sible, as the system provides a 
controlled, repeatable emula-
tion environment for research, 
development and evaluation of 
network and information as-
surance algorithms designed 
for tactical networks. 

In addition to the afore-
mentioned capabilities, but 
perhaps the most noteworthy, 
is the fact that the use of DAVC 
also means a reduction in cost 
and time spent by researchers 
when conducting a network 
science experiment.

“Think of DAVC as a way 

for a researcher to create 
his or her personal sandbox, 
where he or she can build per-
sonalized network science ex-
periments with experiment-
specifi c features including the 
computing systems, networks, 
applications, hard disk space 
and RAM,” said Kelvin Mar-
cus, ARL computer scientist 
and lead of the DAVC project. 

“Instead of having to man-
ually confi gure multiple phys-
ical machines individually for 
an experiment, researchers 
can request a virtual experi-
mentation cluster with the 
machines they need, and the 
capabilities they need the ma-
chines to have, through DAVC 
from their web browser,” Mar-
cus said. 

DAVC’s core virtualization 
service is composed of sev-
eral components including the 
DAVC controller, the DAVC 
virtual machine repository, 
the DAVC host servers and the 
DAVC node provisioning cli-
ent. 

The DAVC controller is de-
signed as a web application, 
which provides researchers 

with a simple web interface 
for creating and managing 
their virtual clusters. 

The web interface provides 
a way to access all of the ma-
chines within a researcher’s 
virtual cluster, and is used to 
upload and register research-
er’s custom virtual machines 
with DAVC. 

The researcher’s custom-
ized virtual machines are 
stored within DAVC’s virtual 
machine repository.

Researchers are free to 
choose any combination of 
virtual machines stored in 
the virtual machine reposi-
tory when creating a cluster, 
and it is the DAVC controller’s 
job to allocate copies of the se-
lected virtual machines onto 
the DAVC host server hard-
ware resources. 

The DAVC controller is 
responsible for dynamically 
generating and auto-confi gur-
ing the many network settings 
and services (i.e., IP and MAC 
addresses, domain name sys-
tem, dynamic host confi gura-
tion protocol) for the cluster. 

Continued on page 41Continued on page 41

R&D scientists create experimental environment 

SURVIVOR: Daniel Stamaris Jr., Quality Assurance Specialist with 
Aviation Center Logistics Command and a Prisoner of War during Op-
eration Desert Storm, exits the UH 60 Black Hawk Helicopter he took 
his fi nal fl ight in the skies over Fort Rucker, Ala., on May 22.  US Army

R&D: Kelvin Marcus, an Army Research Laboratory computer scientist, 
leads the dynamically allocated virtual clustering management system 
project.  Jenna Brady

It’s a virtual cluster

Final fl ight for POW 
— 20 years later



40    COURIER LIFE, JUNE 12–18, 2015 B GM BR

HARBOR WATCH
“It’s cancer.” Two words peo-
ple hope to never hear.

And as Sgt. Kawaiola Na-
hale, an Army Reserve budget 
analyst, with the 311th Signal 
Company on Fort Shafter, Ha-
waii, faced the diagnosis and 
associated complications, it was 
a non-medical complication, 
which was among the hardest.

“I wasn’t allowed to be in 
the water,” said Nahale of her 
initial recovery. “With all my 
surgeries, my doctors didn’t 
want me getting an infection, 
because [the surgery sites] are 
so close to vital organs.” 

Not being able to get in the 
water may seem like an un-
usual concern for someone 
with a cancer diagnosis, but 
for Nahale, a Honolulu native, 
the water is home.

Her father fi rst took her to 
the water when she was just a 
month old — a common cus-
tom for Hawaiian families. At 
age 4, her parents took her to 
swim lessons, and by the time 
she was 6, she was swimming 
competitively. 

In her civilian capacity, 
she serves as a lifeguard and 
competes on a canoe paddling 
team. And at the end of June, 
she will compete in swimming 
— and cycling — as an Army 
athlete in the 2015 Department 
of Defense Warrior Games.

“The water is my healing 
place. After all my surgeries 
and restrictions, being in the 
water was my place of peace,” 
she said.

It was three surgeries total, 
which included a right mastec-
tomy and a left lumpectomy, to 

fi ght the breast cancer she was 
diagnosed with in April 2013. 

“April 2013 was pretty 
quick; it moved along very, 
very fast. I was in and out of 
the hospital every day for the 
fi rst two weeks,” Nahale said. 

By the end of the month, 
she had her fi rst surgery. That 
May, she joined the Warrior 
Transition Battalion, or WTB, 
at Schofi eld Barracks, Hawaii, 
where she stayed for a year 
and half during treatment and 
recovery.

Being a part of the WTB 
made a huge impact on her re-
covery, Nahale said. 

“Going from not knowing 
to knowing exactly what was 
wrong with me, they all came 
together,” said Nahale of her 
doctors, case manager, squad 
leader, Family readiness and 
other support staff. “My sup-
port system was very strong at 
that time.”

Nahale is now cancer-free. 
She is about three years away 
from the fi ve-year mark from 
diagnosis and said the thought 
of remission is exciting. 

“That will be like a birth-
day celebration — that will be 
a big day,” Nahale said.

For now, she is focused on 
the 2015 Department of De-
fense Warrior Games. 

“Representing Team Army 
is important to me because 
I would have never known 
about this program or this 
group of people had it not been 
for my illness,” Nahale said. 
“And being a part of Team 
Army allows me to say, ‘You 
know what? The Army was 
there, and they stepped up, 

and they helped me through 
my treatment, my recovery 
and my healing, and they’re 
helping other Service mem-
bers, also.’”

These are her second 
games. Her fi rst games were in 
2014, just a few short months 
after she received the all-clear 
to get back in the water.

“Being in the water is 
where I’m supposed to be,” Na-
hale said. 

On top of the mind-body 
healing it provides, she also 
used swimming as a way to re-
cover from her surgeries.

“Being in the water, there’s 
no impact. So trying to retrain 
my pectoral muscles, espe-
cially for push-ups, sit-ups and 
just to pass the [Army Physi-
cal Fitness Test], that helped a 
lot because the pain was a lit-
tle less than actual push-ups, 
Nahale said. “I could build up 
slowly and not further injure 
my muscles than just doing 
push-ups right away.” 

It is that experience using 
swimming as a recovery tool 
that she hopes to share with 
others during the games.

“My take home from the 
DOD Warrior Games 2015 is 
being around the soldiers and 
being able to help them in their 
recovery and healing,” Nahale 
said. “Being an athlete with 
the Warrior Care and Transi-
tion Program, allows me to be 
around soldiers…being here 
I can relate to other soldiers, 
and service members from the 
other branches, and where we 
are in our recovery process, 
what helps us heal, and how 
we can help others.”

Sgt. Nahale triumphs in Defense Warrior Games

BY MAX JAEGER
Talk about special deploy-
ment!

A troupe of singing and 
dancing soldiers marched 
through Fort Hamilton for 
the U.S. Army Soldier Show 
on June 2. The company of 
active-duty combatants put 
on a 90-minute Broadway-
style act called “We Serve” 
for soldiers stationed at the 
Brooklyn base. The show ex-
plored what it means to serve 
— both in and out of uniform 
— as well as how the U.S. 
serves its veterans, organiz-
ers said. The revue included 
song, dance, and skits.

The 22-member cast and 
crew was selected after audi-
tions in the Army’s Houston, 
Texas-based headquarters 
for entertainment.

But the gig is no vacation 
for these fi ghting men and 
women — the military con-
siders the troupe a deploy-
able military unit under the 
leadership of the Army En-
tertainment Detachment’s 
First Sergeant, and perform-
ers routinely worked 12- to 
16-hour days during rehears-
als and tours.

Soldier shows trace their 
roots to World War I, when 
Sgt. Irving Berlin conceived 
and directed, “Yip Yip 
Yaphank,” which also ap-
peared on Broadway in 1918.

The show’s 47 production 
run will end in Texas on Oct. 
12.

STRONG AND BRAVE: Army Reserves Sgt. Kawaiola Nahale trains for the 2015 Department of Defense Warrior 
Games at Fort Belvoir, Va., on June 7.  US Army

ARMY STRONG: (From top) Soldiers in teh show sing, dance, and bring 
a little levity to military life. Soldiers auditioned to be in the traveling 
show. Specialist Phillip Morris belts out a tune. Fort Hamilton com-
mander Col. Joseph Davidson is presented with a special plaque after 
the show. Soldiers auditioned to be in the travelling show. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

AT EASE: Soldiers in the show 
sing, dance, and bring a little lev-
ity to military life. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Courage facing cancer

Ft. Hamilton Base 
hosts soldier show
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HARBOR WATCH
Gen. Ray T. Odierno, 
Chief of Staff of the U.S. 
Army, will host the Ar-
my’s 240th  birthday 
celebration in Times 
Square on June 12 at 
10 am. 

Soldiers from the 
3rd U.S. Infantry Regi-
ment (The Old Guard) 
elite units — The U.S. 
Army Old Guard Fife 
and Drum Corps, The 
U.S. Army Drill Team, 
soldier-musicians from 
The U.S. Army Band 
“Pershing’s Own” 
Downrange, and the 
U.S. Military Academy 
West Point Band — 
will rekindle the patri-
otic spirit with musi-
cal performances and 
demonstrations. 

The U.S. Army Band 
Downrange will kick 
off the birthday cel-
ebration with a musi-
cal performance on 
Military Island at 9:45 
am. The 3rd U.S. In-
fantry Regiment (The 
Old Guard) Continen-
tal Color Guard will 
present colors at 10 
am. with a soldier-mu-
sician singing the na-
tional anthem. 

“The Army is cel-
ebrating its proud tra-
dition of 240 years of 
dedicated service to 
our nation,” said Col. 
Josslyn Aberle, public 
affairs director, U.S. 
Army Military Dis-
trict of Washington. 
“This birthday cel-
ebration salutes not 
only the soldiers who 
defend our country; it 
salutes our citizens we 
are sworn to,” said Dr. 
Brig. Gen. (Ret.) Loree 
Sutton. New York City 
Mayor’s Office of Vet-
erans Affairs Commis-
sioner will present the 
New York City procla-
mation, declaring June 
12 “United States Army 
Day” in the city. 

Gen. Odierno will 
administer the oath 
of enlistment to 100 
young men and women 
from the New York 
area during a Future 
Soldier Swearing-In 
ceremony. 

“The Future Soldier 
Swearing-In ceremony 
represents the next 
generation of Army 
soldiers the youth of 
America self lessly 
volunteering to serve 

our great nation,” said 
Maj. Gen. Jeffrey S. 
Buchanan, command-
ing general, U.S. Army 
Military District of 
Washington.  

The oldest and 
youngest soldiers will 
join Gen. Odierno in 
cutting the official 
birthday cake provided 
by “Cake Boss” Buddy 
Valastro from Carlo’s 
Bakery. In honor of the 
Army’s 240th birthday, 
the New York City Fire 
Department Pipes and 
Drums will perform in 
the patriotic celebra-
tion. This is just one 
example of the strong 
partnership between 
the U.S. Army and the 
city of New York. 

All events are free 
and open to the public. 
It’s an opportunity for 
the City of New York to 
help celebrate the U.S. 
Army’s 240th birthday.

For more informa-
tion, send an email to 
the U.S. Army Military 
District of Washington 
Public Affairs Office at 
usarmy.mcnair.mdw.
mbx.mediadesk-omb@
mail.mil or call (202) 
685–4645.

Celebrating the 240th anniversary 
Happy birthday, Army

This also includes 
confi guring the virtual 
local area network set-
tings for each cluster, a 
step that ensures each 
researcher’s cluster is 
private and does not in-
terfere with other clus-
ters operating within 
DAVC. 

The node provision-
ing client runs within 
each of the virtual ma-
chines and completes 
DAVC’s dynamic con-
fi guration process by 
formatting the virtual 
machines’ hard drives 
and auto-confi guring 
network interfaces and 
services. 

The researcher can 
use the DAVC control-
ler’s web interface to log 
in to each virtual ma-
chine once this process 
completes.

Lastly, the DAVC con-
troller exposes a power-
ful web service, which 
enables its interopera-
bility with other appli-
cations requiring auto-
mated virtualization 
capabilities. Therefore, 
as an alternative to us-

ing DAVC directly, us-
ers can take advantage 
of DAVC’s rich feature 
set by integrating it in 
to his or her own appli-
cation as a virtualiza-
tion service layer. 

Andrew Toth, com-
puter scientist and lead 
for ARL’s secure mo-
bile networking team, 
said Kelvin’s accom-
plishments with DAVC 
are potentially revolu-
tionary in enabling col-
laborative experimen-
tation in the network 
science domain. 

“Kelvin’s achieve-
ment has resulted in vir-
tualization capabilities 
tailored for network sci-
ence typically not avail-
able in products such as 
Amazon Web Services 
or OpenStack. DAVC is 
tailored for the network 
science research com-
munity with emphasis 
on experimentation, 
stability and sharing,” 
Toth said. 

“DAVC will reduce 
the total network sci-
ence experimentation 
cycle time by automat-
ing many of the tasks 
routinely performed 
by the researcher. Re-
sponses from our col-

laborators have been 
positive, and we are 
looking forward to mak-
ing DAVC available on 
the ARL public web-
site,” Toth said. 

One of the above 
mentioned collabora-
tors is Brian Adam-
son, from the Naval Re-
search Laboratory. 

“The DAVC envi-
ronment, for manag-
ing computing clusters 
for emulation-based 
network experimenta-
tion, has general utility 
that could be applied to 
manage virtualization 
within NRL’s mobile 
network modeling tes-
tbed,” Adamson said. 
“The NRL team plans to 
explore DAVC further 
and possibly adopt it for 
laboratory use.” 

DAVC is the primary 
component of ARL’s Net-
work Science Research 
Laboratory,commonly 
referred to as NSRL, 
which was built to sup-
port research that aims 
to improve the ability to 
analyze, predict, design 
and govern complex sys-
tems that interweave the 
social/cognitive, infor-
mation and communica-
tion network genres.

Continued from cover
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they handled me,” he 
said. “They told me that 
I had bone fragments be-
tween one and two mil-
limeters [from] my main 
femoral artery.”

Since the day his 
crew was shot down, Sta-
maris had not fl own in a 
Black Hawk helicopter 
and never took part in a 
fi nal fl ight, which many 
see as a rite of passage 
for aviators ending their 
careers, so Capt. Steve 
Sanford, F Company, 1st 
Battalion, 212th Avia-
tion Regiment company 
commander, wanted to 
change that.

Sanford met Stama-
ris on Howze fi eld dur-
ing a ceremony on Vet-
erans Day last year, 
where there was a static 
display of a Black Hawk 
helicopter.

“We got to talking 

and he started to tell me 
that the last time that 
he’d sat in that seat was 
when he and his crew 
were shot down over 
Iraq in the Gulf War,” 
Sanford said. “That got 
my attention and he 
started telling me the 
story. I was really in-
trigued and couldn’t 
believe he hadn’t sat 
in that seat since that 
day.”

“I got to thinking it 
would be really cool if 
I got to get him a fl ight 
to fi nish his aviation ca-
reer,” he said. “I tossed 
the idea around and I 
stayed in touch with 
him, and fi nally asked if 
he would be interested. 
He said he would love to 
do it, so we got the ball 
rolling.”

After getting the re-
quired fi nal approvals, 
Stamaris was ready to 
take fl ight. He got the 
ride of his life for two 
hours over the skies of 

Fort Rucker, May 22, 
which he said was an ex-
perience he will never 
forget and will forever 
be appreciative of.

“For me, the ride was 
awesome — I loved it,” 
Stamaris said. “I knew 
I missed it, but I didn’t 
know how much until I 
got up there and fl ew in 
one.

“Capt. Sanford went 
out of his way to do this 
fl ight for me,” he said. 
“It wasn’t something he 
had to do, but he just felt 
like it was a good thing 
to do and I’m glad that 
he did. It just makes you 
feel good that there are 
people out there who 
still care and want to 
give you that recogni-
tion.”

Sanford said his rea-
son for wanting to do 
this for Stamaris comes 
down to honoring those 
who came before and 
made sacrifi ces for the 
nation.

Continued from cover

POW
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By Noah Hurowitz

These debs are no downers!
An interactive dance perfor-

mance in Red Hook introduces 
audiences to the tension and competition 
behind the tightly-enforced etiquette of 
a debutante ball. The show “Debutaunt” 
portrays girls who may be steeped in tradi-
tion, but who want to carve out space for 
themselves, said the show’s creator.

“There is a mistress of ceremonies 
who passes on messages that aren’t pro-
ductive or useful to this generation, 
but the girls by the end are in revolt 
in their own way,” said choreographer 

Mary John Frank. “They are forced to 
find their own voice and decide whether 
to stand up to old traditions.”

“Debutaunt” brings viewers into the 
action with lessons on posture and table 
manners, and each audience member 
receives a bracelet with the name of a par-
ticular debutante. Each character has her 
own choreographed dance and accompa-
nying video, and as the evening progresses 
the debs fall into competitive strife as their 
assigned champions cheer them on.

Frank knows about the world of debu-
tantes — she used to be one. 

During breaks from studying at New 

York University, she would return to her 
home in Texas to participate in debutante 
events alongside the young women she had 
grown up with. There was a stark contrast 
between her New York life and her debu-
tante life back home, but slipping back into 
the life of a southern belle was easier than 
you might think, she said. 

“For me, it was just what people in my 
community did,” she said. “My parents 
were matched at a debutante ball. It was 
very much part of the culture, and I wanted 
to feel connected to that.”

Still, she was in no rush to try to explain 
the tradition to her New York friends.

“I didn’t hide it, but it seemed so out of 
context there would be no way of describ-
ing it to people here,” she said.

Instead, the show brings New York 
audiences into the world of cotillion-style 
dancing. In fact, each show ends with a 
dance, and Frank encourages audience 
members to dress up and join the ball. 

“Debutaunt,” at Atelier Roquette (63 
Commerce St. between Richards and Van 
Brunt streets in Red Hook, www.debutaunt-
ball.com.) June 12–13 at 8 pm; June 14 at 7 
pm; June 19 and June 20 at 8 pm; June 21 
at 7 pm; June 26 and June 27 at 8 pm, and 
June 28 at 7 pm. $35.

Dance performance brings viewers into the world of debutantes
Rebel belles
Bring it on: Well-dressed debutantes compete to become belle of the ball in the interactive dance performance “Debutaunt,” playing in Red Hook until June 28. Mary John Frank
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By Max Jaeger

These comic book fans are burn-
ing with pride!

A group of progressive nerds 
are throwing the city’s first queer comic 
and pop-culture convention — Flame 
Con — at Park Slope’s Grand Prospect 
Hall on June 13.

The gathering will let creative folks 
from the gay community interact on an 
unprecedented scale, one artist said.

“It’s harder for people who are queer 
to find a home in terms of festivals,” 
said Bedford-Stuyvesant illustra-
tor Hayley Blatte. 
“So this is a great 
opportunity for 
people to exchange 
ideas and create an 
even tighter com-
munity.”

Comic con-
ventions — 
home to foam 
sword wielders 
and superhero 
cosplayers — 
are generally 
judgement-free, 
but the city’s other festivals struggle 
to engage the queer community, said 
Flame Con’s organizers.

“The 2010 New York Comic Con 
only had one queer panel, and it was 
packed to the gills, but at the end 
everybody left — nobody hung out and 
talked,” said Joey Stern, who that year 
formed Geeks Out, the group behind 
the convention.

At Flame Con, expect all-gender 
bathrooms, a cosplay pageant, name 
tags with a space to write your pre-
ferred pronoun, queer readings of 

Sherlock Holmes, and panel 
discussions that go deeper 
than conventional conven-
tion conversation about the 
queer community, Stern said.

“They’re not ‘Gay 101’ 
panels,” he said. “The sort of 
things that might be hard to 

find at other conventions — we’ve got 
that front and center.” 

Among the cartoonist luminar-
ies exhibiting at the show will be 
“X-Men” artist Phil Jimenez, “She-
Hulk” cover artist Kevin Wada, and 
Brooklyn Paper arts editor and resi-
dent bartoonist Bill Roundy.

And the con has its own mascot — 
Flamey — a spandex-clad super hero 
with imposing pauldrons and a shock of 
flaming hair. The fiery hero was a fait 
accompli, Stern said.

“You put seven queers into a room 
and tell them they’re going to put an 
event on and someone will make a cos-
tume for it,” Stern said.

And the character’s power embodies 
the spirit of the meet-up.

“Flamey is all genders, goes by 
‘they,’ and can be worn by anyone,” 
Stern said.

Of course, if you happen to be 
straight, you’re more than welcome 
— Flame Con is all about inclusivity 
regardless of proclivity, Stern said.

“We’re definitely not checking 
people at the door to make sure that 
they’re gay,” he said.

Flame Con at Grand Prospect Hall 
(263 Prospect Ave. between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope, www.
flamecon.org) June 13 noon–6 pm. After 
party 8 pm–midnight. $10–$25.

By Max Jaeger

Brooklyn represent! Many art-
ists won’t have to travel far 
to get to the city’s first queer 

comic convention at Grand Prospect 
Hall on June 13 — scores of Flame 
Con’s famous guests came from right 
here in Brooklyn. Here are a few 
of our top picks — all living in 
the borough that former Beep Marty 
Markowitz’s dubbed the “lesbian cap-
ital of the Northeast.”

Hayley Blatte
Bedford-Stuyvesant illustra-

tor Hayley Blatte’s hirsute heroines 
explode narrow preconceptions of 
beauty, turning the pin-up girl aes-
thetic on its head by introducing gro-
tesque and taboo elements.

“I’m reinventing the classic pinup 

with a feminist twist,” she said.
The body-positive depictions 

show that waxed eyebrows and an 
hourglass figure are not the defining 
characteristics of femininity.

Jennifer Camper
Talk about seven-card stud! Queer 

comics pioneer (and Kensington resi-
dent) Jennifer Camper is bringing 
decks of sexy playing cards illus-
trated by herself and several other 

queer cartoonists exhibiting at Flame 
Con. The decks are a steal at $20, and 
the proceeds go to defraying the cost 
of the City University of New York’s 
Queers and Comics conference. While 
you’re there, pay your respects to the 
long-time Gay Community News and 
Village Voice contributor.

Max Wittert
Williamsburger Max Wittert — 

known for parodic revisions of pop-
ular comics — will display art from 
his series “Jean and Scott,” which 
imagines the banal home lives of 
X-Men Jean Grey and Cyclops 
(Scott Summers). The multi-media 
maestro will also bring handmade 
handkerchiefs with erotic pat-
terns crafted as a throwback to the 
“hanky code” popular among gay 
men in the 1980s and ’90s, he said. 
The artist is also selling prints and 
some ’zines, he said.

By Allegra Hobbs

They have stories a lifetime in the making.
A group of senior storytellers have craft-

ed their life experience into captivating 
stories with the help of professionals from the 
Moth, the city’s famed storytelling enclave, and 
will share the results at the Prospect Hill Senior 
Services Center on June 17. 

Seniors in the program say that sharing their 
stories has been eye-opening.

“You meet a person and you don’t know what 
experiences they’ve had,” said storyteller Beatrice 
Christian. “Then they tell you and you say, ‘Wow.’ ”

Christian will tell the story of a chance meet-
ing with the man who would later become her hus-
band. Other stories on the docket recount a moth-
er-son road trip to visit ill relatives in California 
and seeing the skyscrapers of Manhattan for the 
first time at the age of 15.

The seniors developed their stories at weekly 
meetings over the past six months, with visiting 
artists offering tips on storytelling structure and 
creating a story arc. The artist-in-residence at the 
center said that helping the seniors express them-
selves has been hugely rewarding.

“The magic of it is when you start asking ques-
tions about experiences in their lives,” said Cyndi 
Freeman, a performer who has taught storytelling 
with the Moth community program for the last 
five years. “Stories will pop up that there usually 
isn’t room to share.”

The storytellers are thrilled to finally share their 
tales with an audience, and say that listeners will be 
enriched by what they hear.

“They can expect some exciting stories about 
how people open their hearts up to other people, and 
how people went out of their way to make someone 
else’s life happy,” said Christian.

Sharing stories with each other has also been a 
bonding experience, said the seniors. 

“People don’t really tell you their backstories, 
you just know them in the center but you don’t 
know their history,” said Deborah Wheaton, a senior 
whose passion for storytelling has taken her beyond 
the program and to Moth events throughout the city. 
“It’s really interesting to hear someone tell what’s 
really important to them.”

“Story Telling” at Prospect Hill Senior Center [283 
Prospect Ave. between Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 499–9574, www.phssonline.org]. June 17 
at 10:45 am. Free.

Seniors perform stories 
created from their lives

City’s first gay comics convention comes to Brooklyn

Let your hair down: Illustrator Hayley 
Blatte draws body-positive pin-ups. 
 Hayley Blatte

A way with words: Theresa Nolan, Deborah Wheaton, Nilda 
Rodriguez and Guita Acostap have honed their life stories 
into performance-ready narratives. Photo by Jason Speakman 

Fired up: Queer nerd group Geeks Out and mascot Flamey are throwing the city’s 
first gay comic convention — Flame Con — at Grand Prospect Hall on June 13.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Silver tongues

FLAME ON!

Queer here
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$1195 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

FREE DELIVERY

GreenhouseCafe.com
718 -989 - 8952

Live Music
All Weekend

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

every Monday
and 

Wednesday 8pm. 

Thursdays 8 pm.

UNLIMITED BRUNCH COCKTAILS

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE

Toasted English Muffi n With Canadian Bacon, Poached Eggs Hollandaise Sauce 
And Home Fries

DESSERT

BEVERAGES
$2600
Per person+tax & gratuity

Father’s Day Brunch
Brunch Seating’s are 11, 12, 1, & 2pm

Regular Dinner Menu from 2-8pm

Some Samples From Our Menu:
‘PPA CUMINCIARI / APPS

N’ZALATE / SALAD
N’ZALATA DI CAROTE

MACCARUNA / PASTA

I SECUNNI / ENTREES

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 

Plan your Special Occasion with us!

 Full Service Travel Agency
 Bus Charters - 24 or 56 seats 
 Cruises & Vacation Packages
 International Airline Tickets

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net5 Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 5
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 Tours to Choose From

NEED A GETAWAY?

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE
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Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Counternarratives” by John Keene

In “Counternarratives,” John 
Keene conjures lost memoirs, detec-
tives pulps, and newspaper reports 
to rewrite literary and cultural his-
tory. This new story collection 
carves daring paths through the 
Western canon, reviving Jim and 
Huck Finn, Langston Hughes 
and Xavier Villaurrutia, sor-
cery, slavery, and colonialism. 
Keene’s blend of history and 
narrative, the familiar and the 
strange, reads like a furious 
Ishmael Reed channeling his 
inner Borges: careful yet caustic. Fans 
of “Annotations,” Keene’s brief, brilliant study of home, 
have waited a long time for his next offering. It is here, and it is 
brilliant and biting.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh Ave. 
between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3075, www.commu nityb ookst ore.net].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Can’t and Won’t” by Lydia Davis

Lydia Davis is a miniaturist, a styl-
ist, an obsessive writer of the small 
and particular that all too often dis-
appears into the void of everyday 
life. In her newest collection she 
presents some of her shortest stories 
to date. She builds her pieces care-
fully sequence by sequence, so that 
minor moments gain weighty sig-
nificance. She writes in the form 
of absurd and incoherent dreams, 
letters, and lists. She catalogs 
the inconsistencies and surpris-
ing contingencies of life. This is a 
collection for the malcontented, the idiosyncratic, and 
for those curious to learn about existence in its most peculiar 
manifestations.

— Maya Solove, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “The Knowledge: How To 
Rebuild Civilization in the Aftermath of a 
Cataclysm” by Lewis Dartnell

This is not your typical apoca-
lypse prep book. Dartnell focuses on 
the science and history behind the 
items we take for granted, as a sort 
of “how we got to now” thought 
experiment. He writes about com-
munications, agriculture, tech-
nologies, and medicine. Would 
we be able to recreate penicillin 
from scratch? Could you make 
your own clothing? While read-
ing, I realized how woefully 
unprepared I was. The book is 
educational, fun, and thought-
provoking.

— Alyssa Ki, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Danielle Furfaro

She thinks that making cider 
in the house rules. 

Williamsburg home brew-
er and author Mary Izett wants 
adult beverage lovers to know that 
making their own hooch is not 
nearly as daunting as it may seem. 

The author of the new book 
“Speed Brewing: Techniques 
and Recipes for Fast-Fermenting 
Beers, Ciders, Meads, and More” 
will give away some of her secrets 
at the Pour the Core hard cider 
festival on Saturday.

“I always hear people say that 
they would love to start homebrew-
ing, but they have three roommates 
or a tiny apartment or a new baby,” 
said Izett. “But I think that people 
can brew in their home no matter 
what the situation, and I want them 
to know that.”

Turning juice — usually apple 
— into booze is a quick and pain-
less process that requires only 
a small amount of space, a few 
cheap ingredients, and a wait time 
as short as a week, said Izett, 
who is a member of both the New 
York City Homebrewers Guild and 
the Malted Barley Appreciation 
Society. And it does not even have 
to be a high-end organic juice.

“You can get the juice at the 
green market, but you can also just 
get it at Costco,” she said. 

It is easy to go down to the 
corner store and grab a six-pack 
of Woodchuck, but Izett said it is 

cheaper and more rewarding to 
make it at home yourself. 

“I just love the creative process 
and making something,” said Izett, 
who has been brewing beer and 
cider in her apartment for more 
than a decade. “It is one thing to 
buy something at a store to share 
with your friends, but making 

something yourself and sharing it 
is a whole other thing.”

Crafting Your Own “City 
Ciders” seminar at Pour the Core 
Festival (Brooklyn Expo Center, 
72 Noble St. between West and 
Franklin streets in Greenpoint, 
www.pourthecore.com). June 13 at 
4 pm. Festival admission $65.

By Max Jaeger

Outdoor concerts are sing-
ing in three-part har-
mony in Bay Ridge this 

weekend. You’ve got a trio of 
chances to catch some music in 
Shore Road Park, and if fresh 
air and sunshine aren’t your bag, 
there’s plenty going on in the 
neighborhood watering holes.

Have it your way on Friday, 
when Maru Carmosino plays 
songs from the American 
Songbook at the Shore Road 
Park Gazebo (90th Street and 
Shore Road) at 7 pm. Expect tra-
ditional jazz and show tunes from 
greats like George Gershwin, 
Cole Porter, and Jerome Kern.

Then skip over to Schnitzel 
Haus (7319 Fifth Ave. between 
73rd and 74th streets) at 9 pm to 
catch blues-some two-some Full 
Disclosure.

On Saturday, gambol back to 

the Gazebo for pop songwriter 
Vincent Merola at 5 pm. If his 
dulcet tunes don’t get you misty, 
the weather might — so bring an 
umbrella, because the chance of 
rain is 50-50.

By now you’ve probably had 
enough ivory tickling for a year, 
so we’re throwing you a bone. 
After Merola wraps up, sail over 
to No Quarter (8015 Fifth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st streets) to 
catch the aptly named rock band 
Quartet of Catastrophe.

Then, double down and make 
a pilgrimage to the Wicked 
Monk (9510 Third Ave. between 
95th and 96th streets) to catch 
Garden State rockers Johnny 
Drama at 11 pm.

Indulge your cultured side on 
Sunday with a trip to Brooklyn 
Writers Space’s poetry work-
shop at the Narrows Botanical 
Garden (7001 Shore Rd at 70th 
Street) at 3 pm.

Then complete your weekend 
piano trifecta on Sunday — take 
a walk south and catch classi-
cal pianist Gregory Post at the 
Gazebo at 6 pm.

Author reveals secrets of home-brewing cider

Apples of her eye: Mary Izett talks about turning apples to alchohol at the Pour the 
Core hard cider festival on June 13. Juren David

THE IN-CIDER

Bay Ridge goes out — outside!

John
etec-
orts 
his-
on 
he
d 
s 
-

tic. Fans

styl-
mall
dis-
ay 
he 
es
-
t 

s a 
idi i d

s on 
the 
ort 

ght
m-
h-
d 
n 



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 12-18, 2015 47  24-7

FOR ANYONE WHO LOVES “THE SOPRANOS”

PHOTO: JOAN MARCUS

“DON’T MISS IT!”
BroadwayWorld.com

“A FUNNY, FRIENDLY, BIG LUG OF A PLAY!” 
The New York Times

TELECHARGE.COM  | 212-239-6200 | Acorn Theatre at  410 W 42nd St.
Visit DinnerWithTheBoysPlay.com for more about VIP Tuesdays & Nonna Wednesdays

(LITTLE CARMINE FROM
 “THE SOPRANOS”)

(“DONNIE BRASCO”)(“THE WONDER YEARS,” 
LOMBARDI )

At Kingsborough’s Lighthouse Bandshell  
Rain Location: The Leon M. Goldstein Performing Arts Center 

Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY
www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    (718) 368-5596

HOT SUMMER NIGHTS
FREE OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES

JU
LY

 2
01

5

JULY 18    8:00 PM
BIG BAND  

DANCE PARTY!
Sammy Miller  

& The Congregation

JULY  11    8:00 PM
FROM RAGTIME 

TO JAZZ!
�������	Gotham  

City Band

JULY 25    8:00 PM
 HOT JAZZ!

The Bria Skonberg 
Quintet

JULY 4    8:00 PM
SWINGIN’ & SWAYIN’ ON THE 4TH OF JULY!


��	�����	��	�����	���������

15 piece big band will play music from the Great 
American Songbook which includes songs by Frank Sinatra, 

Tommy Dorsey, Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

Monsignor Jolley Hall

Tickets will be $20.00 per person and available at the door. 
Coffee and cake only will be served.

www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.
Swing
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

SAT, JUNE 13
MUSIC, COMBINACION 

PERFECTA SALSA 
CONCERT: Featur-
ing Oscar D’Leon, Tito 
Nieves, La India, Ismael 
Miranda, and others. 
$70.50–$305.50. 8 pm.

SUN, JUNE 14
MUSIC, AMPLIFY 2015: 

Featuring Ne-yo, Lu-
dacris, and Cash Cash. 
$9.23–$92.30. 7 pm.

WED, JUNE 17
MUSIC, BARRY MA-

NILOW: $19.75–$249.75. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 27
MUSIC, CONTEMPO-

RARY COLOR: Fea-
turing David Byrne, 
Nelly Furtado, How to 
Dress Well, Dev Hynes, 
Kelis, Nico Muhly and 
Ira Glass, St. Vincent, 
Tune-Yards, Lucius, and 
Money Mark and Ad-
Rock. $30–$85. 7:30 
pm.

SUN, JUNE 28
MUSIC, CONTEMPORARY 

COLOR: See Saturday, 
June 27. $25–$85. 7:30 
pm.

MON, JUNE 29
MUSIC, BETTE MIDLER: 

$47.50–$312.50. 7:30 
pm.

TUE, JUNE 30
MUSIC, IMAGINE DRAG-

ONS, METRIC: $29.50–
$69.50. 7:30 pm.

THURS, JULY 9
COMEDY, KEVIN HART: 

$49.50–$200. 7 pm.

FRI, JULY 10
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$34.50–$184.50. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 11
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$34.50–$184.50. 8 pm.

SUN, JULY 26
MUSIC, NICKI MINAJ: 

$40–$145. 7 pm.

TUE, AUG 11
MUSIC, YES AND TOTO: 

$45–$95. 7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 12
MUSIC, MOTLEY CRUE: 

$39.50–$149.50. 7 pm.

SUN, AUG 23
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $30.50–$530.50. 
7:30 pm.

MON, AUG 24
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NGIHT RAW: $25.50–
$130.50. 7:30 pm.

SAT, SEP 12
MUSIC, SCORPIONS, 

QUEENSRYCHE: 
$47.50–$149.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 19
MUSIC, MADONNA: 

$45.50–$360.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 26
MUSIC, ARIANA 

GRANDE: $35.50–$695. 
7:30 pm.

WED, OCT 7
MUSIC, DOCTOR WHO 

SYMPHONIC SPECTAC-
ULAR: $50.50–$140.50. 
3 pm and 7:30 pm.

THU, OCT 8
MUSIC, MARC ANTHONY 

AND CARLOS VIVES: 
$76.50–$232.50.  8 pm.

TUE, OCT 13
MUSIC, THE LEGEND OF 

ZELDA — SYMPHONY 
OF THE GODDESSES 
MASTER QUEST: 
$44.50-$97.50.  8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, JUNE 12
MUSIC, PLAY DATE: The 

award-winning kiddie-indie 
music duo Play Date will 
make their NYC debut with 
a concert of interactive 
tunes for the whole fam-
ily. Free. 11 am. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park (334 Furman 
St. at Middagh Street in 
Dumbo).

KIDS CREATE: Fathers Day 
Crafts: Kids make a spe-
cial craft to surprise dad. 
Free. 3–5 pm. Gerritsen 
Beach Public Library [2808 
Gerritsen Ave. between 
Bartlett Place and Gotham 
Avenue in Gerritsen Beach, 
(718) 368–1435], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

MUSIC, HORACE BROWN, 
JEFF REDD, DJ CHUCK 
CHILLOUT, DJ MELL 
STARR: Part of Summer-
Stage. Free. 7–9 pm. Betsy 
Head Park (Dumont Ave-
nue between Boyland and 
Bristol streets in Browns-
ville), www.cityparksfoun-
dation.org. 

THEATER, “THE WILD 
WOMEN OF WONGO”: 
An immersive dance party 
musical about astronauts 
discovering a planet of 
wild women. $25. 7:30 pm 
and 10 pm. Brooklyn Fire-
proof (19 Ingraham St., be-
tween Morgan and Porter 
avenus in Bushwick. www.
planetwongo.com). 

THEATER, DARK WONDER-
LAND: A festival of music, 
dance and theater marking 
the 150th anniversary of 
Lewis Carroll’s “Alice’s Ad-
ventures in Wonderland.” 
$25. 7:30pm–10:00pm. 
Green-Wood Cemetery 
[Fifth Avenue and 25th 
Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

MUSIC, MONICA LION-
HEART: $10 ($8 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. C’mon Ev-
erybody (325 Franklin Ave. 
at Clifton Place in Fort 
Greene). 

MUSIC, LEAPLING, NICK 
HAKIM, JACKSON 
SCOTT, RAILINGS: $10. 8 
pm. Palisades [906 Broad-
way at Stockton Street in 
Bushwick, (201) 214–7444], 
www.palisadesbk.com.

SAT, JUNE 13
MUSIC, A NORTHSIDE FES-

TIVAL SHOWCASE OF 
MUSIC AND COMEDY: 
Featuring music by Jaw-
breaker Reunion, PWR 
BTTM, Fern Mayo, Nicho-
las Nicholas, Comfy, and 
O-Face, and comedy by 
Joe Pera, Mary Houlihan, 
and Max Fox. $8. Noon–6 
pm. Palisades [906 Broad-
way at Stockton Street in 
Bushwick, (201) 214–7444], 
www.palisadesbk.com. 

MUSIC, “BROWNSVILLE 
BRED”: A show written, 
performed and lived by 
Nuyorican poet Elaine Del 
Valle. Part of Summer-
Stage. Free. 7–9 pm. Betsy 
Head Park (Dumont Ave-
nue between Boyland and 
Bristol streets in Browns-
ville), www.cityparksfoun-
dation.org. 

MUSIC, XIU XIU, BOTTOMS, 
EULA: $15. 8 pm. Palisades 
[906 Broadway at Stockton 
Street in Bushwick, (201) 
214–7444], www.pali-
sadesbk.com. 

MUSIC, DICAP, MERKIN 

MUFFLEY, UNTITLED 
QUEEN, CHARLENE, 
LADY QUESADILLA, RIFY 
ROYALTY, OSCAR NÑ: 
$10. 10 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, DOOMSQUAD, 
PINS: $12 ($10 in advance). 
10:30 pm. Rough Trade 
NYC [64 N. Ninth St. be-
tween Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

BROOKLYN PRIDE FESTI-
VAL AND PARADE: Come 
celebrate LGBTQ culture 
at the Brooklyn Pride Pa-
rade. Free. 11 am–5 pm. 
(Between Third Street and 
Sterling Place at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope). 

SUN, JUNE 14
THEATER, THEATRESPORTS: 

TheatreSports offers a 
unique opportunity for 
kids to watch and partici-
pate in live theater, with 
a fun-fi lled competition 
between two teams of ac-
tors who challenge each 
other to create scenes on 
the spot. $10. Noon. Gal-
lery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(212) 352–3101], www.gal-
leryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “THE CHERRY 
ORCHARD”: Falconworks 
Theater Company pres-
ents Anton Chekov’s “The 
Cherry Orchard.” $35. 3 
pm and 8 pm. Red Hook 
Lab [133 Imlay St. between 
Verona and Pioneer streets 
in Red Hook, (718) 395–
3218], www.redhooklabs.
com. 

MUSIC, MARTHA RED-
BONE ROOTS PROJECT, 
EBONY HILLBILLIES: Part 
of SummerStage. Free. 
4–7 pm. Betsy Head Park 
(Dumont Avenue between 
Boyland and Bristol streets 
in Brownsville), www.cit-

yparksfoundation.org. 
MUSIC, MELVIN DAVIS, THE 

DREW SCHULTZ FUNK 
MACHINE: $10. 7 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

TALK, MEGAN HUSTAD: 
Author Megan Hustad dis-
cusses her book, “Ghost 
Projects, Or, Where Do 
You Put Art You Never 
Made?” Free. 11 am. Open 
Source Gallery [306 17th 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], 
www.open-source-gallery.
org. 

SPORTS, NYC MAYOR’S 
CUP BASEBALL ALL-STAR 
GAME: New York City’s 
best high school baseball 
players from the Public 
Schools Athletic League 
compete against the best 
from the Catholic High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion. Free. 7:30 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

MUSIC, DAWN OBERG: 
Free. 8 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddys-
bar.com. 

MON, JUNE 15
COMEDY, IRL CLUB: A night 

of comedic presentations 
about the internet, hosted 
by Adrien Chen. $8 ($5 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, MYSTIK SPIRAL: 
$7. 8 pm. Trash Bar [256 
Grand St. at Driggs Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–1000], www.thetrash-
bar.com. 

MUSIC, WILLY MUSE, 
KAREN MEAT & THE 

PLAYERS, EARLY RISER, 
KORINE: $7. 8 pm. Pali-
sades [906 Broadway at 
Stockton Street in Bush-
wick, (201) 214–7444], 
www.palisadesbk.com. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN 
SHOW: Iranian come-
dian Mehran Khaghani 
hosts a weekly comedy 
show, with celebrity and 
comedian guests joining 
him on stage. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 9 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

TUES, JUNE 16
ART, “METAL PAINTING”: A 

site-specifi c installation by 
artist Ellen Harvey, “Metal 
Painting” is composed of 
more than 800 oil paint-
ings on magnetized panels 
of varying sizes installed as 
a large-scale collage on a 
steel wall. Reception with 
cocktails. Free. 4–6 pm. 
Studio of Ellen Harvey (202 
Banker St. between Nor-
man and Meserole Ave-
nues in Greenpoint), www.
barnesfoundation.org. 

TALK, THE NEW YORK CITY 
YOU’VE NEVER SEEN: 
Tour guide Richard Exel-
bert gives a virtual tour 
of hidden spots around 
Brooklyn, and in other, 
lesser boroughs. $10. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Brainery [190 
Underhill Ave. between 
Sterling and St. Johns 
places in Prospect Heights, 
(347) 292–7246], www.
brooklynbrainery.com. 

MUSIC, THE CRADLE, 
THOMAS QUINTTUS, 
CURRENT JOYS, BRUISE, 
WARBLES: $7. 8 pm. 
Palisades [906 Broad-
way at Stockton Street in 
Bushwick, (201) 214–7444], 
www.palisadesbk.com. 

FILM, “SHAKE! OTIS AT 
MONTEREY,” “JIMI PLAYS 
MONTEREY”: An outdoor 
screening of concert fi lms 
capturing Otis Redding 
and Jimi Hendrix. Free. 
8:30 pm. Putnam Triangle 
Plaza (Fulton Street and 
Grand Avenue in Fort 
Greene). 

WED, JUNE 17
THE FABULOUS FIFTH AV-

ENUE FAIR: Businesses 
from up and down Park 
Slope’s Fifth Avenue show-
case their food, drinks, 
music, art, crafts, vintages 
cars, and more in this an-
nual neighborhood fair. 
(718) 551-5545. Noon–6 
pm. (Fifth Avenue between 
12th Street and Sterling 
Place in Park Slope). 

MUSIC, THE METROPOLI-
TAN OPERA SUMMER RE-
CITAL SERIES: An evening 
of opera arias and duets 
featuring Metropolitan 
Opera stars. Free. 7–8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park (334 
Furman St. at Middagh 
Street in Dumbo), www.cit-
yparksfoundation.org. 

THE 4TH ANNUAL INNER 
BEAUTY PAGEANT: The 
4th Annual Inner Beauty 
Pageant is a showcase 
of New York’s fi nest. $7 
($5 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, ALL BOY/ALL GIRL, 

Violet femmes: These sci-fi sirens terrorize two lost astronauts 
in the musical “The Wild Women of Wongo,” now playing at 
Brooklyn Fireproof in Bushwick. Dave Ogrin

Looks like he made it: Barry Manilow croons the songs that 
make the whole world sing on June 17 at Barclays Center. 
 Associated Press / Charles Sykes
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4 INSANELY TALENTED ACTORS, 150 ROLES
100 BREAKNECK MINUTES OF SHEER THEATRICAL FUN  

FOR EVERYONE FROM 9 TO 99

ALL MEZZANINE SEATS $39!    
TICKETS AT 39STEPSNY.COM OR  
CALL TICKETMASTER 877.250.2929
UNION SQUARE THEATRE  100 EAST 17TH ST.

BROADWAY’S TONY® WINNING HIT COMEDY

“ABSURDLY ENJOYABLE!”

-Ben Brantley, The New York Times

“A DIZZY DELIGHT”

-Joe Dziemianowicz, The Daily News

A  J E W I S H  T R A G E D Y
Written By & Starring BRAD ZIMMERMAN

8TH SMASH
MONTH!

Mon 7pm, Fri 7pm, Sat 2 & 7pm, Sun 2pm • $45 Mezzanine • $60 & $65 Orchestra • $99 VIP 
TWO DRINK MINIMUM (Drinks start at $6 per)

Stage 72 - Triad Theatre
158 West 72nd St., New York City

Box Office: 212-868-4444 • Groups (12+): 212-400-6800
MySonTheWaiter.com

“Delicious! Distinctly Original and  
Powerfully Poignant. Great Comedy!”  

“LIKE BILLY CRYSTAL’S 700 SUNDAYS!” 
– Jewish Week

“EASILY THE FUNNIEST SHOW TO HIT OFF-BROADWAY!” 
– The Forward

“LAUGH YOUR TUCHAS OFF!” 
– Huffington Post 

              

“I’VE HAD
THREE GREAT

OPENING ACTS
 IN MY LIFETIME: 

BILLY CRYSTAL, 
GARRY SHANDLING, 

AND 
BRAD 

ZIMMERMAN.”
– Joan Rivers

BLUFFING, MUSEY-
ROOM: $7. 8 pm. Palisades 
[906 Broadway at Stockton 
Street in Bushwick, (201) 
214–7444], www.pali-
sadesbk.com. 

THURS, JUNE 18 

COMEDY, INDEEDY MUSI-
CAL BINGO: Indeedy 
Musical Bingo is like nor-
mal bingo but with songs 
instead of numbers. $20 
($15 in advance). 7 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, TAANA GARDNER, 
DJ LORD YODA: Part of 
SummerStage. Free. 7–9 
pm. Herbert Von King 
Park (670 Lafayette Ave. 
between Tompkins and 
Marcy avenues in Fort 
Greene), www.cityparks-
foundation.org. 

READING, JEFF GORDINIER 
AND MARC WEINGAR-
TEN: “Here She Comes 
Now” is a collection of 
stories from different 
types of writers about the 
effect female musicians 
have had on their lives. The 
contributing writers join in 
for discussion. Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

MUSIC, JAMAICAN 
QUEENS, RICKY EAT 
ACID, ZULA, FRIEND 
ROULETTE: $8. 8 pm. 
Palisades [906 Broad-
way at Stockton Street in 
Bushwick, (201) 214–7444], 
www.palisadesbk.com. 

FRI, JUNE 19
MOOZIKA: Fulton Area Busi-

ness hosts a lively perfor-
mances for kids to sing, 
dance, and play musical 
instruments along to. Free. 
10–11 am. Putnam Triangle 
Plaza (Fulton Street and 
Grand Avenue in Prospect 
Heights), www.faballiance.
org. 

MUSIC, LAURIE M. TAYLOR, 
SOUL MOVEMENT, KA-
RISMA JAY: A night of 
dance inspired by a range 
of sounds, including the 
music of Gregory Porter, 
Childish Gambino. and 
Robert Glasper. Part of 
SummerStage. Free. 7–9 
pm. Herbert Von King 
Park (670 Lafayette Ave. 
between Tompkins and 
Marcy avenues in Fort 
Greene), www.cityparks-
foundation.org. 

THEATER, “THE FIZZLES”: 
An adaptation of “The 
Fizzles,” an enigmatic art 
book produced from a 
one-off collaboration of 
Samuel Beckett and Jasper 
Johns. $15. 8 pm. Jack (505 
Waverly Ave. between Ful-
ton Street and Atlantic Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 

MUSIC, ANA MATRONIC: 
Free. 11 pm. C’mon Every-
body (325 Franklin Ave. 
at Clifton Place in Fort 
Greene). 

MUSIC, PETER FONDA, SM-
HOAK MOSHEEIN, MA-
TURE, TEXTILES, TECATE 
PREDATOR: $7. 11:59 pm. 
Palisades [906 Broad-
way at Stockton Street in 
Bushwick, (201) 214–7444], 
www.palisadesbk.com. 

SAT, JUNE 20
TALK, DRUNK TED TALKS: 

Highly intelligent people 
talk about weird stuff while 
extremely drunk (with 
PowerPoints). $5. 2 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

DANCE, “SOLSTICE”: Acro-
batic troupe LAVA hosts 
an afternoon of perfor-
mances, food, and music, 
to showcase this newly 
renovated community gar-
den. Free. 2–7 pm. Jane 
Bailey Memorial Garden 
(329 Greene Ave. between 
Franklin and Classon av-
enues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant), www.bam.org.  

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES OPENING DAY: 
The Brooklyn Cyclones 
open their 15th season at 
MCU Park in Coney Island, 
taking on the cross-town 
rival Staten Island Yankees, 
followed by a fi reworks 
display. $10. 6:30 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

ART, “AFROS — A CELEBRA-
TION OF NATURAL HAIR” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibition of photo-
graphs by artist Michael 
July. Opening reception 
includes a talk with the 
artist, music, wine, and 
more. Free. 7 pm. House 
of Art Gallery (408 Mar-
cus Garvey Blvd. between 
Halsey and Macon streets 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant), 
www.hoagallery.com. 
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LATE PAGE

DOWNTOWN

Flip those dogs and raise those 
hands in high-fi ves to Nathan’s Fa-

mous for its generous grant to the Ka-

boom! Imagination Playground in 
Coney Island.

The greenbacks will be used to-
wards nutritional snacks and grocer-
ies for the children during their time 
at the program, which teaches them 
life skills, including cooking.

Children living in Coney Island 
have had few opportunities to play 
and limited recreational space since 
Hurricane Sandy, claimed Wayne 

Norbitz, president of the hot dog gi-
ant.

“The storm, and these Imagina-
tion Playground systems will bring 
the kids one step closer to having the 
childhood they deserve,” he said. “Na-
than’s, along with other members of 
the Coney Island Alliance, want to en-
sure that our community is healthy 
and thriving.” 

HeartShare St. Vincent Services 

was nominated for the Imagination 
Playground experience.

“It further enhances the physical, 
emotional and social benefi ts of at-
risk children and teens participating 
in our youth programs,” said Dawn 

Saffayeh, HeartShare’s executive di-
rector.

The donation meant a lot to students 
who spend time at HeartShare pro-
grams, added director Diana Greco.

“Our youth programs offer a vari-
ety of academic, recreational and arts-
based hands-on programs that rein-
force academic concepts,” she said.

HeartShare Human Services of New 
York (12 Metro Tech Center, at Myrtle 
Avenue in Downtown, (718) 422-4200].

WINDSOR TERRACE

Cream of the crop
Congratulations are in order for 

Saint Saviour High School student 
Katherine O’Donnell, recipient of 
the “2015 James McKeon Memorial 
Scholarship” sponsored by the Mu-

nicipal Credit Union. 

Board members Mario Matos 
and Joy Schwartz, chairwoman Syl-

via Ash, Loretta Jones, Shirley 

Jenkins, credit union president and 
chief executive offi cer Kam Wong, S. 

Nana Osei-Bonsu, Beryl Major, and 
James Durrah presented the scholar-
ship to Katherine at a June 4 gala in 
Manhattan.

The Municipal Credit Union 
awarded more than $66,000 in schol-
arships to college-bound, graduat-
ing high-school seniors: eight memo-
rial scholarships of $5,000 each and 13 
grants of $2,000 each. Eligibility was 
open to any MCU member, child or 
grandchild, based on academic perfor-
mance, extracurricular, and commu-

nity activities, letters of recommen-
dations, and an essay about personal 
goals. 

Katherine, who was one of eight 
students awarded the grants, plans on 
attending the State University of New 
York at Binghamton in the fall as a bio-
medical engineering major.

Standing O wishes Katherine good 
luck in her college career, and can’t 
wait to give her another shout out 
when she moves over those tassels at 
her college graduation.

Saint Saviour High School [588 
Sixth St. at Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–4406].

WILLIAMSBURG

Save the date
All month long riders of the East 

River Ferry will view photos of lo-
cal L.G.B.T.Q. foster children in need 
of permanent homes. The initiative 
is hosted in conjunction with the 
non-profi t group Heart Gallery and 
United Photo Industries, based in 
DUMBO and culminates with the fi rst 
annual North Brooklyn Pride Fes-

tival to bring together the communi-
ties of Williamsburg, Greenpoint, and 
Bushwick on June 20, noon to 9 pm.

The East River Ferry is a private 
commuter ferry connecting Hunters 
Point in Long Island City, Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg and Dumbo with E. 34th 
Street in Midtown Manhattan and 
Wall Street/Pier 11, and Governor’s Is-
land during the summer.

North Brooklyn Pride Festival (N. 
11th Street between Wythe and Kent 
Streets in Williamsburg; www.eastriv-
erferry.com). 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BAY RIDGE

A hootin’, hollerin’ huzzah to 
stage-struck eighth-graders Chris-

topher Saad and Laura Downey 

from St. Anslem’s Catholic Acad-
emy for receiving Betty Kash Me-

morial scholarships. 
The award, sponsored by the 

Narrows Community Theater, 

is given to students wishing to ad-
vance their study of theater and 
performance. Budding thespians 
Christopher and Laura, who won 
top place for their illuminating es-
says about their experiences in the-
ater and the love of grease paint, fi t 
the bill, having appeared in numer-
ous shows and expressing an inter-
est in continuing to hone their tal-
ents.

Christopher is headed to the 
High School of Telecommunication 
Arts and Technology in the fall, and 

Laura will attend Fontbonne Hall 
Academy. 

Dawn Berry Hansen, chair-
woman and board member of the 
Betty Kash Scholarship committee, 
and Margaret McMahon, presi-
dent of the Narrows Community 
Theater, presented the scholarships 
at a ceremony on June 4. 

“Betty loved performing and di-
recting, working with children and 
sharing her talents and love of the-
ater with them,” said McMahon of 
the award’s namesake. “This schol-
arship is one way to let her work 
continue.”

Standing O is waiting in the 
wings to give a shout-out for the To-
nys, Emmys, Oscars, and Grammys 
these talented teens will surely win.

Narrows Community Theater 
[9729 Third Ave. between 97th and 
98th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 482–
3173].

RED HOOK

Walking the walk
Three cheers to students and 

staff at Summit Academy Char-

ter for hosting the second annual 
Relay For Life walk with the 
American Cancer Society on 
June 6.

“Our mission is to help raise 
awareness, celebrate life and ul-
timately, fi ght back against can-
cer,” said Natasha Campbell, 
founder and executive director of 
Summit.

This is the second year that 
the academy has partnered with 
the American Cancer Society and 
has helped raise awareness and 
funds for the cause, and the school 
continues to develop young people 
into community champions.

“We take the time to acknowl-
edge and commemorate the mil-
lions of people, whether be they 
survivors or caregivers, that 
struggle with the negative effects 
of cancer,” Campbell added. 

Summit Academy Charter 
School is a college preparatory 
school that opened in 2009 for stu-
dents in six through 12 grades, 
with the motto, “Bridging the 
gap, reaching new heights.”

Standing O has its own motto: 
Reaching new heights and shout-
ing out!

Summit Academy Charter 
School [27 Huntington St. at 
Hicks Street in Red Hook, (718) 
875–1403].

FUTURE STAGE STARS: Christopher Saad and Lauren Downey are the recipients of 
the Betty Kash Memorial Scholarship. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Bright lights of Broadway ahead

Kaboom! thanks to Nathan’s Famous
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• ‘They took this loss 
harder than they took 
last year’s loss.’

• ‘She really set a 
high bar for us.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
As American Pharaoh ended 
the 37-year Triple Crown 
drought over the weekend, the 
wait for a repeat Catholic base-
ball champion hit 38.

Second-seeded Xaverian 
saw its bid for consecutive 
crowns ended by the No. 8 
Monsignor Farrell by 5–0 in 
a loser’s bracket game in the 
Catholic championship tour-
nament on June 7 at St. Joseph 
by the Sea. 

“It was defi nitely in our 
minds the whole playoffs,” 
said Seton Hall-bound third 
baseman Anthony Scotti. “It’s 
tough. It’s just tough to do.” 

The Clippers lost its tour-
nament opener to Archbishop 
Molloy, rallied to beat Ford-
ham Prep in eight innings, but 
again saw its offense strug-
gle against the Lions. Xaver-
ian managed just three hits 
against Farrell starter Nick 
Lepre, who went the distance. 
He located his fastball well to 
strand six runners and leave 
the bases loaded twice in the 
bottom of the third. 

“We had a few opportuni-
ties there, bases loaded in a 
2–0 game, one out,” Clippers 
coach Frank Del George said. 
“It’s unbelievable. We had the 
right guys up, top of the order. 
It was not just this game.” 

On the other side, Farrell 
collected four-straight hits 
with two away in the top of the 
third to take a 2–0 lead again. 
Farrell starter Alex Passare-
lla, Hayden Gumb, and Gary 
Otten each drove in runs. The 
junior pitched well enough to 
win on most days, allowing 
three runs on fi ve hits over six 
innings.  

“When he gets locked in, 
he is pretty good,” Del George 
said.

The Clippers (18–5) had a 
chance to answer in the bot-
tom of the third, when Scotti 
got an infi eld single to start the 
frame. Xavier Vargas reached 

on an error and Chris Iacono 
walked to load the bases. Lead-
off hitter Phoenix Hernan-
dez then grounded into a fi ve-
fi ve-two double play. Xaverian 
loaded the bases again after a 
walk to Joe Vitacco, but Nick 
Meola grounded out to end the 
frame.

The Clippers threatened 
again in the fi fth, but could 
not scratch a run across the 
plate. Iacono walked with one 
out and Hernandez delivered a 
hit-and-run. But pinch runner 
Andrew Watters was thrown 
out trying to go to third on 
the hit by Farrell right fi elder 
Tom Medina. Vitacco singled, 
but Meola fl ied out to end the 
threat. 

“We couldn’t really get 
anything going,” Scotti said. 
“We just had no momentum 
throughout the game. That’s 
when we play our best. When 
we have momentum.” 

Farrell added a run in the 
sixth and two more in the sev-
enth to increase its lead to 5–0 
to end any hope of comeback 
and a Xaverian repeat. The 
Clippers won seven elimina-
tion games to win the crown a 
year ago. It would have needed 
six to get down this year. Del 
George, seeing young teams 
remaining in the tournament, 
said it’s sometimes hard to get 
the same hunger from a vet-
eran group coming off a title. 

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
Nazareth went into the cham-
pionship game looking to 
make up for last year’s loss in 
the fi nal. 

But Monsignor Scanlan’s 
Mario Rodriguez dashed the 
Kingsmen’s hopes with a 
game-winning single in the 
bottom of the eighth inning. 
Nazareth fell 4–3 to Scanlan 
in the Catholic Class A cham-
pionship game at St. John’s 
University’s Jack Kaiser Sta-
dium on June 4. The Kings-
men needed to beat Scanlan 
twice to win the crown in the 
double-elimination format.

“We lost, which is un-
fortunate,” Nazareth Coach 
Oggie Quiles said. “It was a 
great game, a lot of big plays 
on both teams.”

 Though the result was the 

same, the Kingsmen squad 
has grown since last season 
in the coach’s eyes.

“They are caring about 
the game more,” he said. 
“They took this loss harder 
than they took last year’s 
loss, just because it was such 
a great game and they worked 
so hard. Last year, when we 
were down, we didn’t fi ght. 
This year, they knew we 
were going to fi nd ways to 
score runs.”

The Crusaders opened up 
the scoring in the bottom of 
the third. With two men on, 
Antonio Arroyo lined out to 
the second baseman, who 
threw the ball away trying to 
turn a double play. 

Following the error, Scan-
lan pitcher Ernny Ordonez 

— Nazareth Coach Oggie Quiles on the team’s 
second-straight title-game loss

— Fort Hamilton volleyball coach 
Richard Sherry on Wingate-Award-

winning star Marlena Budna

Continued on page 53 Continued on page 53

BIG BEN: Nazareth’s Benjamin Talavera puts the ball in play against 
Scanlan in the fi nal, but it wasn’t enough.  Photos by William Thomas

SLUGGER STRUGGLE: Nick Meloa and the entire Xaverian batting order 
struggled in a season-ending loss to Farrell. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Nazareth falls in 
second-straight 

title game

Xaverian’s quest for consecutive crowns 
thwarted by Farrell in CHSAA playoffs

No repeat for Clippers
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T he Catholic baseball 
playoffs need a new 
format. 

The current Class AA 
structure is a headache to 
explain, schedule and play 
through. It involves all 17 
teams, a qualifying round, a 
six-team seeding round and 
a best-of-three series round 
all to get into an eight-team, 
double-elimination tourna-
ment. As many as 36 games 
can be played in a span of 
three weeks.

I used to enjoy this for-
mat, but it has lost a lot 
of its luster, with many of 
the games being playing at 
homes fi elds and random 
neutral sites. Last Satur-
day, two games were at Iona 
Prep in New Rochelle and 
the other at St. Joseph by 
the Sea on the tip of Staten 
Island. Talk about two very 
different places.

The traditional triple-
headers at Fordham Univer-
sity and St. John’s University 
that made the tournament 
cohesive are no longer pos-
sible regularly. The schools 
are renting their fi elds out 
to other entities.

Also, why do teams like 
winless St. Edmund, two-
win Cardinal Spellman and 
three-win St. Raymond not 
get a chance to qualify for 
and play in a post season 
they can compete in? How 
do we fi x this? 

Here is my solution:
Only teams with .500 

records make the newly 
named Class AAA playoffs 
and are ranked like they are 
now. Traditionally, 12 or 13 
teams hit that mark. That 
last team into the 17-team 
fi eld this year was Mount 
St. Michael at 7–12. If there 
are 13 teams then the 12 and 
13 seeds play a play-in game 
for the last spot. 

The next eight teams 
play in a new Class AA 
double-elimination tourna-
ment, creating a three-tier 
system much like the Cath-
olic football league. The last 
two to three teams do not 
qualify for the playoffs. 

The top four teams in 
the Class AAA tournament 
get a bye into the quarter-

fi nals. The remaining four 
play single-elimination 
fi rst-round games. The four 
winners then move into an 
eight-team, double-elimina-
tion tournament just like 
the current format. The 
opening round of that will 
be scheduled so that pitchers 
who threw in the fi rst round 
can go with their team fac-
ing elimination if need be. 

This format shortens 
the tournament to a maxi-
mum of 20 games that can 
be played in two weeks. 
With fewer games, there 
are fewer days to try to get 
scheduled at St. John’s or 
Fordham, giving a better 
chance to get games there.

There is also less of a 
chance of games running 
into proms, graduation and 
graduation masses. In addi-
tion, the shorter format could 
make it possible for schools 
to play for a Catholic champi-
onship, like there is in all the 
other of the league’s sports. 
Most of all, the young arms 
we are trying to protect will 
throw fewer pitches.

The Class AA postsea-
son could be completed in a 
similar time frame and give 
teams something realistic to 
play for in May and June. 

The traditionalists will 
never go for this, but this up-
dated format makes too much 
sense — for time, raising the 
importance of the regular 
season, competitive balance 
and the health of the players 
— not to consider it. 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Former Christ the King star Si-
erra Calhoun has a new home. 
It just won’t be any closer to 
her old one.

The freshman guard, who 
left the Duke women’s basket-
ball program in January, an-
nounced last week that she 
chose to transfer to Ohio State 
over St. John’s. 

Calhoun, a Brooklyn na-
tive, declined comment on her 
reasons for leaving the Blue 
Devils, but said she is pleased 
to get a fresh start.

“It hasn’t been stressful or 
anything,” Calhoun said. “I’ve 
just been excited to fi gure out 
where I am going to go and 
where I am going to start off 
the next chapter in my life and 
college career. I’m just happy 
to be going to Ohio State.”

The former McDonald’s 
All-American said her deci-
sion ultimately came down to 
a choice between Ohio State 
and St. John’s, which was tops 
among the local schools re-
cruiting her. She thanked Red 
Storm coach Joe Tartamella 
and his staff.

“I had a great relationship 
with the St. John’s coaching 
staff,” Calhoun said. “They 
did a great job recruiting me.”

Calhoun said there was 
some allure to returning to 
the city to play, but she ulti-
mately opted to join coach 
Kevin McGruff and a Buck-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
In four years, competitive vol-
leyball went from something 
Marlena Budna was curious 
about to her ticket to a college 
scholarship. 

The Fort Hamilton senior 
middle hitter came into the 
school having only played vol-
leyball during gym class in 
elementary school and recre-
ationally here and there. Ti-
gers volleyball coach Richard 
Sherry was her gym teacher 
freshman year and she imme-
diately inquired about joining 
the team.

“I always liked it,” Budna 
said. “I hadn’t really played it 
in an organized way, but I al-
ways wanted to play and try it 

and it worked out.”
During her time in Bay 

Ridge, Fort Hamilton became 
one of the elite volleyball 
programs in the city. It won 
three-straight Public School 
Athletic League city titles, in-
cluding its fi rst Class A crown 
last season. Budna is heading 
to Division I St. Peter’s College 
to play next season. 

To cap it off, she received 
the league’s Wingate Award 
along with 49 other athletes 
during a ceremony at the 
Brooklyn Marriot on June 9. 
The honor is given to the top 
senior student-athlete in each 
sport. 

“It’s just an honor to repre-

ACE: Fort Hamilton’s Marlena Bud-
na, who is playing women’s volley-
ball at St. Peter’s College next year, 
took home the Wingate Award for 
her sport.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

OHIO BOUND: Former Christ the King hoops star and Brooklyn native Si-
erra Calhoun is transferring to Ohio State after leaving Duke in January.
 Photo by Christina Santucci

Brooklyn-native Calhoun 
transferring to Ohio State 

Fort Hamilton’s Budna turns curiosity 
into Division I volleyball scholarship

Changes needed 
to Catholic 

baseball playoffs

Continued on page 53

Continued on page 53
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Brooklyn’s top athletes head-
lined the Public School Ath-
letic League’s annual Wingate 
Awards dinner at the Brook-
lyn Marriott on June 8. 

The Kings County was rep-
resented by 12 of the 48 stu-
dent-athletes honored as the 
top seniors in each sport who 
shined on the fi eld, in the com-
munity, and in the classroom 
in their respective sports. For-
mer New York Jets full back 
Tony Richardson was the 
event’s keynote speaker prior 
to handing out the hardware.

For the fall season, Eras-
mus Hall wide receiver Kefa 
Cort won for football and 
James Madison’s Cameron 
Wong was the boys’ bowling 
recipient. Dylan Jun Jie Yang 
of Franklin D. Roosevelt took 
home the award for boys’ bad-
minton and Marlena Budna of 
Fort Hamilton won for girls’ 
volleyball. 

“All the girls supported me 

and helped me out,” Budna 
said. 

South Shore girls’ basket-
ball McDonald’s All-American 
Brianna Fraser highlighted 
the borough’s winter season 
winners. Brooklyn swept the 
indoor track-and-fi eld awards, 
with Brenessa Thompson 

of Medgar Evers and Rich-
ard Rose of Boys & Girls tak-
ing home the girls’ and boys’ 
indoor track honors respec-
tively.  Shaheem Trammell of 
Thelma Hamilton earned the 
award for Multiple Pathways 
boys’ basketball.  

“It feels like a brother-sis-
ter thing,” Rose said of win-
ning along side Thompson. 

The spring season saw 
six Brooklynites bring home 
hardware. Midwood’s Melanie 
Garate and Brooklyn Tech’s 
Usman Ansari were the girls 
and boys handball recipients 
respectively.  Brooklyn Tech’s 
Dominik Tolstykh won for 
boy’s volleyball. Fort Hamil-
ton fl ag football quarterback 
Maria Papadokos went home a 
winner, along with Tyneisha 
Williams of South Brooklyn 
Community for Multiple Path-
ways girls’ hoops. 

“It’s an honor to be with the 
program since it started,” Pa-
padokos said. 

SWEET SWING: Nazareth’s Gasper Valle takes a bit cut at the plate 
against Scanlan. Photos by William Thomas

drilled a double to make it 
2–0. Nazareth pitcher Wil-
liam Navarro then settled 
down and struck out the next 
two batters. 

“We told him to enjoy 
himself, have a little fun out 
there,” said Quiles of Na-
varro. “He did a great job 
making big pitches when he 
had to.” 

Nazareth was able go 
ahead in the fi fth. With run-
ners on second and third and 
two outs, Ordonez looked to 
ruin the Nazareth rally by 
striking out Agustin Quiles. 
The third strike, however, got 
by catcher Nelson Rodriguez, 
which allowed a run to score. 
He then threw the ball away 
on a pickoff attempt to third 
allowing the second run to 
come home. Later in the in-
ning, a ball went past Rodri-
guez again allowing Quiles 
to score and make it 3–2. 

“That’s the type of game 
that we play,” coach Quiles 

said. “We have a lot of team 
speed. We use it the best that 
we can and things worked 
out for us.”

Navarro, who pitched 
seven innings, gave up four 
runs, struck out 11 and 
walked three. He began to 
cruise, retiring six-straight 
batters after the Scanlan 
two-run third. 

“I just went out there, 
threw my pitches, hit my 
spots, and everything fell 
into place,” the junior said. 

The Crusaders tied the 
score in the bottom of the 
sixth on a fi elder’s choice by 
Nelson Rodriguez. Nazareth 
wasn’t able to retake the lead, 
before Mario Rodriguez be-
came the Crusaders’ hero 
and ruined Nazareth’s hopes 
of getting a crown. But there 
is always next year.

 “It brings me great moti-
vation,” Navarro said. “My 
team and I are going to be 
working this entire summer. 
We’re defi nitely going to be 
a force next year, without a 
doubt.” 

Continued from page 51 
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sent our borough, our school,” 
Budna said. “We started from 
the bottom and then we won 
three city championships.”

She, like the program, 
grew slowly. Budna admitted 
to not being able to serve and 
credited Sherry and her team-
mates for sticking with her. 
She joined the Jewish Com-
munity House volleyball pro-
gram and saw her game blos-
som. 

“It was something to do 
after our season ended,” she 
said. “I wasn’t just sitting at 
home. It expanded me as a 
player, to learn more and keep 
playing and playing harder.”

Budna also drew inspi-
ration from Fort Hamilton 
boy’s volleyball player Eduard 
Nogay, who was also the girls’ 
team’s manager. He returned 
to the volleyball court despite 
a battle with cancer before fi -
nally succumbing after his 
18th birthday in June 2013.

“I really want to play my 
best for him,” Budna said. “He 

was very dedicated to the sport. 
Everything volleyball related, 
because of him I just don’t stop. 
I keep pushing at it.”

The Tigers won the Class B 
city title in his honor that fall, 
and Budna matured into one 
of the city’s best all-around 
players. 

As dangerous as she is put-
ting balls down at the net, she 
is equally effective in the back 
row. Budna fi nished with 17 
kills and seven digs in Fort 
Hamilton’s victory over Susan 
Wagner for the Class A city ti-
tle this season. She compiled 

415 kills and 191 blocks during 
her four-year career. 

Sherry credits her with 
helping to draw girls to the pro-
gram. People wanted to play 
with someone as talented as 
her and saw how she was able 
to excel in such a short period 
time. Budna and teammates 
Sharon Gonzalez (St. Peter’s) 
and Alexandra (Georgetown) 
will all be playing Division I 
volleyball next fall.

“She really set a high bar 
for us, having people wanting 
to come to Fort Hamilton to 
play volleyball,” Sherry said. 

“In the past, it wasn’t even 
thought about.”

Budna’s future includes 
playing volleyball at St. Peter’s 
with Gonzalez. The school 
gave her the best chance to 
play at the Division I level and 
stay close at home. Her jour-
ney from a volleyball novice to 
a budding star is one Sherry 
believes those that come after 
her can learn from.

“I use her as an example,” 
Sherry said. “She came in her 
not knowing how to play. Now 
she is a going to a Division I 
school.” 

eye team that lost in the Big 
Ten title game and reached 
the second round of the NCAA 
tournament last season. Ohio 
State announced that Calhoun 
will redshirt the 2015–16 sea-
son while fulfi lling transfer 
requirements and will be eli-
gible to play in 2016–17.

“I just had a great relation-
ship with the coaching staff 

and the players,” Calhoun 
said. “I feel like it was the best 
fi t for me.” 

Calhoun will head to Ohio 
State soon to begin summer 
classes. She missed a semes-
ter after abruptly leaving 
Duke before the team’s Jan. 
4 game against Wake Forest.  
She started all 13 games for 
the Blue Devils and was aver-
aging 10.1 points, 3.8 rebounds 
and 1.4 assists per contest.

She led Christ the King to 
a 21–4 record and a Catholic 

High School Athletic Associ-
ation Brooklyn-Queens title 
while averaging 24 points, 9.3 
rebounds, and four steals per 
game as a senior.  The Buck-
eyes are happy to add her to 
their roster.

“She is an outstanding per-
son who will add a tremendous 
amount to our program both 
on and off the court,” McGruff 
said. “She should be a terrifi c 
fi t as we continue our march 
toward national prominence in 
women’s college basketball.”

Continued from page 52 
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No team has repeated since 
Archbishop Molloy in 1976–77.

“I can feel it with the team 

that it’s not the same intensity 
as we had last year,” the coach 
said. 

Scotti said the loss would 
sting for a while, but the 
team’s 15 seniors will ulti-
mately remember the great 

careers they had in Bay 
Ridge. 

“Tomorrow we are going 
to want to win this champion-
ship,” Scotti said. “A couple 
weeks from now I think it will 
hit us.” 

Continued from page 51 
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Brooklyn wins the Wingates

WINNER: South Shore’s Brianna 
Fraser, a McDonald’s All-American, 
took home the girls’ basketball 
Wingate Award. 
 Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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— EINSTEIN
  adopted 12-09-10

SURE,
AT FIRST I WAS A LITTLE TAKEN ABACK 

BY THE WHOLE PEEING STANDING UP THING. 
BUT I TAUGHT HIM TO THROW A STICK 

AND NOW HANGING OUT WITH HIM
IS THE BEST PART OF MY DAY. 
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How can 155, 886 
households in 
Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specifi c 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with 
CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674

INSTRUCTORS WANTED
HHA - Spanish & English

and Q24, Q56and Q58, Q55, B52, B26, B54

Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

ENROLL NOW! NEW FOR JUNE!
a division of


