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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
The contagious rhythms 
of Michael Jackson will 
meet the delicate grace of 
the Russian ballet to tell 
a story of diversity and 
friendship at a special pro-
gram in this year’s “The 
World of Dance” festival 
hosted by the Brighton 

Ballet Theater.
The theater itself is a 

testament to cultural di-
versity and the immigrant 
story that characterizes 
Brooklyn — founded 28 
years ago by a dancer from 
Lvov, Ukraine, who has 
since opened her studio 
doors to a wide breadth of 

cultures and dance tradi-
tions. 

“When I came to the 
U.S., I had a dream to have 
a school and to teach dance 
in this country, so this is 
my dream come true,” said 
Irina Roizin. “I also had 
a dream to have an inter-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Weed all about it!

Brooklyn could be home to one 
of New York’s fi rst pot dispensa-
ries, after one of the companies 
vying for a license to grow and 
distribute medical marijuana 
in the state signed a lease on a 
Downtown building last week, 
and Borough President Adams 
says the company couldn’t have 
picked a better location.

“Brooklyn would be a great 
anchor in the city,” he said.

Long Island medical mari-
juana company Palliatech, which 
operates legal dispensaries 
across the country, says it inked 
a deal on June 4 for a second-fl oor 
space at 425 Fulton St., between 
Pearl and Jay streets — just two 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
This will be a ball.

An interactive dance 
performance in Red Hook 
introduces audiences to the 
tension and competition 
behind the tightly-enforced 
etiquette of a debutante 
ball. The show “Debu-
taunt” portrays girls who 
may be steeped in tradi-

tion, but who want to carve 
out space for themselves, 
said the show’s creator.

“There is a mistress of 
ceremonies who passes on 
messages that aren’t pro-
ductive or useful to this 
generation, but the girls 
by the end are in revolt in 
their own way,” said chore-

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 10Continued on page 6

B’walk wood builds Italian span
BY MAX JAEGER

Wood from the Riegelmann 
Boardwalk that was supposedly 
damaged during Superstorm 
Sandy is being reused in Italy — 
as a boardwalk.

In a classic case of one city’s 
trash being another’s tesaro, ar-
chitects who designed the U.S.A. 
Pavilion at Milan’s Expo 2015 
used lumber from Brooklyn’s 
Boardwalk to build an indoor 

boardwalk at the Italian World’s 
Fair. The city has for years been 
trying to convince residents that 
concrete and synthetic boards 
are better suited for beachfront 
walkways — and has  routinely 
replaced portions of the wooden 
Boardwalk , which stretches from 
Coney Island to the edge of Man-
hattan Beach, with non-wood 
options — upsetting old-school 

Continued on page 9
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ON THEIR TOES: Students 
with the Brighton Ballet 
Theater practice for their 
upcoming performance.

WOOD YOU BELIEVE IT?: No doubt visitors to the Milan Expo can almost 
taste the hot dogs and French fries dropped on the Boardwalk over the years. 
 Saverio Lombardi Vallauri

They’re rebel belles Found: Diversity in Dance

Weed outlet 
eyes space 
on Fulton
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Drivers in Bay Ridge are 
seeing red — and then hit-
ting the gas.

A whopping 37 percent 
of motorists blow through 
the red light at the intersec-
tion of Fourth Avenue and 
88th Street, according to  a 
new study . The researchers 
found that nearly one in 10 
New York drivers who are 
fi rst to approach a red light 
do not wait for it to turn 
green — which transpor-
tation activists say is a dis-
turbing statistic.

“We need to make deci-
sions that are going to keep 
us safe on our streets, and 
running red lights is not 
one of those decisions,” said 
Luke Ohlson, the Brooklyn 
organizer at Transporta-
tion Alternatives, a group 
that advocates for cyclists 
and pedestrians. “It is re-
ally unsettling.”

Professors at Hunter Col-
lege performed the study by 
sending their students to 50 
intersections around the 
city, where they recorded 
whether the fi rst vehicles at 
each a red light obeyed the 
law or not.

The monitor stationed at 
the Bay Ridge intersection 
recorded 22 motorists run-
ning red lights across two 
one-hour periods — only 
one other light, in Bush-
wick, saw more transgres-
sions. But a greater percent-
age of drivers ran the light 
in Bay Ridge — 37 percent 
— than the Bushwick light, 
with 29 percent, the data 
shows. 

Compare that with the 
citywide average of 8.7 per-
cent of drivers running red 
lights, the study found.

The academics only al-
lowed their pupils to count 
the infraction if the light 

was red when the driver 
put pedal to the metal — not 
when a driver ran through 
just as it turned from yellow 
to red. 

The monitors noted that 
drivers at the Ridge inter-
section did not just blow 
through the light willy-
nilly — they typically 
stopped for the red light, 
looked both ways, and then 
went through, as if they 
were at a stop sign rather a 
traffi c light.

The study showed that 
many drivers are priori-
tizing speed over both the 
law and safety, said the re-
searchers.

“People just assume 
that driving and getting 
someplace quickly is the 
norm,” said Hunter Col-
lege urban planning 
professor William Milc-
zarski, who co-directed 
the study at the univer-
sity. “If they understood 
the real danger to them-

selves and others, I hope 
they would slow down 
a bit and not try to get 
through the light.”

And another Ridge stop 
light made the top of the 
list — nearly 20 percent of 
drivers fl oored it through 
the light at 77th Street and 
Seventh Avenue.

The study also found that 
drivers run more red lights 
on Mondays, that taxi driv-
ers — though not livery cab 
drivers — blow more red 
lights than regular motor-
ists, and that male and fe-
male drivers were roughly 
equally likely to run the 
light — though they were 
slightly less likely to gun it 
if they had a female passen-
ger along for the ride.

The students made 4,379 
observations, visiting each 
site for an hour between 
7:30 am and 6:30 pm on 
two separate days between 
April 2 and May 13 of this 
year. — with Max Jaeger

Study fi nds nearly 40 percent of drivers 
blow red light at Bay Ridge intersection

NON-STOP ACTION: A driver brazenly blows through a red light 
at the intersection of Fourth Avenue and 88th Street — on of the 
worst intersections in the city for stoplight scoffl aws, according to 
a study. CNG / Max Jaeger
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BY MAX JAEGER
Viva los Boricuas!

For the fi rst time in 20 
years, Sunset Parkers will 
have the city’s blessing 
when they take to Fifth 
Avenue on Puerto Rican 
Day on June 14. 

The avenue has long 
been the de facto gather-
ing place for neighborhood 
revellers returning from 
the annual parade held in 
Manhattan, but the lack of 
a parade permit and a his-
tory of tensions between 
residents and police made 
the unsanctioned marches 
a powder keg that rou-
tinely burst into brawls 
between locals and law 
enforcement, according to 
this year’s organizers. By 
formalizing the fete with a 
parade permit, organizers 
hope to keep tensions well 
below the boiling point, an 
offi cial said.

“I believe that there has 
to be some sort of change,” 
said Dennis Flores, parade 
organizer and head of po-
lice watchdog group El 
Grito de Sunset Park. “We 
have to create something 
new to prevent the same 
thing from happening ev-
ery year.”

Residents have fl ooded 
Fifth Avenue following 
the Manhattan parade for 
decades, Flores said. It be-
came so routine that he 
said police would close the 
avenue to traffi c. The street 
closures prompted more 
people to leave the side-
walk — though they tech-
nically weren’t allowed to, 

Flores said. Police would 
then tell people to get out 
of the street and confl icts 
would erupt.

The dynamic created 
more harm than good, ac-
cording to this year’s pa-
rade marshal.

“People mingling 
with traffic is serious 
and dangerous, but what 
ended up happening is 
that police closing the 
street became a source 
of fights breaking out,” 
said Javier Nieves, who 
organized city-sanc-
tioned Puerto Rican Day 
Parades in the 1980s and 
also served as an assem-
blyman in the 1990s.

Blood hit the pavement 

during last year’s parade, 
when police battered and 
arrested a 17-year-old kid 
they accused of attacking 
cops. Police later dropped 
the charges, admitting 
in a letter to the boy’s at-
torney that the offi cer 
who claimed in a crimi-
nal complaint to have wit-
nessed the attack was ac-
tually nowhere nearby 
when the alleged attack 
occurred.

The offi cial parade and 
festival starts at 5 pm, but 
a longtime festival orga-
nizer suggested folks are 
likely to hit the streets 
early.

“I’m glad that the pa-
rade going to come back 

to Sunset Park, and I pray 
that both the people and the 
police will work together, 
because it’s going to be a 
full-day celebration,” said 
Pat Ruiz, who organized 
the now-defunct Boricua 
Festival in Prospect Park 
and later the Sunset Park 
waterfront.

Sunset Park Puerto Ri-
can Day Parade on Fifth 
Avenue from 59th Street 
to 43rd Street at 5 pm. Fes-
tival in Sunset Park (43rd 
Street and Fifth Avenue) 
at 7:30 pm. Flores is ask-
ing for fi nancial support 
for the parade via a crowd-
funding website at  www.
gofundme.com/SPPRPa-
rade2015 .

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
An adult female Minke whale 
was found dead on Brighton 
Beach near Ocean Parkway 
on Monday. 

A strike from a ship’s pro-
peller likely killed the ani-
mal, which had severe inju-
ries to its head, according 
to biologists from the River-
head Foundation for Marine 
Research and Preservation 
who performed a necropsy 
on the body. 

In addition to the head 
wounds, biologists found in-
ternal bruising, propeller 
slices and mechanical lacer-
ation. They believe the death 
occurred within the last two 
days. The whale’s dissected 
carcass was transported to 
a Parks Department facility 
where it will be disposed of 
safely, while samples of the 
remains were transported to 
the Riverhead facility for fur-
ther testing. 

This isn’t the fi rst ce-
tacean to meet its end in 
Brooklyn.  A 30-foot Sei 
whale beached itself near 
the Brooklyn Army Termi-
nal in May last year , and in 
 2007 a 12-foot Minke whale — 
dubbed “Sludgie” — swam up 

the Gowanus Canal  and died 
before rescuers could move it 
back out to sea. 

Minke whales are abun-
dant off the coast of Brook-
lyn, said a Riverhead repre-
sentative, and ship strikes 
are a leading cause of death 
for whales in these waters. 

“It is a common cause of 
death for whales because 
there are boats coming in 
and out,” said Rachel Bos-
worth. “If it’s a large vessel, 
they might not even be aware 
they hit it.”

As of now, authorities 
know nothing about the boat 
the killed the whale.

Sunset Park Puerto Rican Day Parade 
gets permit for the fi rst time in decades

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Alzheimer’s patients and 
caregivers got expert in-
formation on the disease as 
well as resources and long-
term care options at an el-
derly care center in Browns-
ville on June 4.

 CenterLight Healthcare’s 

Program for All-Inclusive 
Care for the Elderly  hosted 
a speaker from the Alzheim-
er’s Resource Center who 
took the opportunity to 
bring the center’s expertise 
to families and caregivers in 
need of assistance. 

“It was exciting for us to 

be out there,” said the center’s 
chief executive Mary Ann 
Malack-Ragona. “I jumped at 
the opportunity, knowing I 
could reach families who are 
not getting the kind of infor-
mation they need.”

Malack-Ragona spoke 
about the lesser-known psy-

chiatric and behavioral 
symptoms of Alzheimer’s 
that may help someone rec-
ognize signs of the disease 
in a loved one, as well as dis-
pelling misconceptions that 
could lead to a misdiagnosis. 

Caregivers were able to 
seek guidance on treatment 

options and ask questions 
about managing the disease.

“That’s where the real 
work comes in,” said Mal-
ack-Ragona. “We’re inter-
acting with families and 
what they’re dealing with 
and how we address that.”

June is Alzheimer’s 

Awareness month, and Cen-
terLight will provide more 
lectures in partnership with 
the resource center at loca-
tions throughout the bor-
ough. Each event will feature 
a guest speaker and opportu-
nities to receive expert guid-
ance over refreshments.  

PROPELLER HEAD: The whale 
had severe injuries to its head — 
possibly caused by a boat’s pro-
peller. Photo by Steve Solomonson

BEACHED: A whale was found dead on Brighton Beach near Ocean 
Parkway on June 8. Photo by Steve Solomonson

GIANT STEPS: The Sunset Park Puerto Rican Day Parade Committee, lead by Dennis Flores, kneel-
ing in front, is gearing up for the fi rst permitted Puerto Rican Day parade in the neighborhood in 
more than 20 years. Photo by Steve Solomonson

ON THE MARCH!

Whale washes up 
on Brighton Beach

Experts anwser questions about Alzheimer’s from patients and caregivers
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Bike paths around the Ja-
maica Bay inlet are getting 
a boost.

The Department of 
Transportation hosted its 
third and fi nal round of 
workshops on June 3 on a 
series of projects to improve 
extend bike paths across 
Marine Park and Sheep-
shead Bay as part of the Ja-
maica Bay Greenway.

Representatives from 
the department met with 
locals to discuss the plans 
and get feedback. Residents 
broke into groups with de-
partment representatives, 
along with reps from the 
Regional Plan Association 
and the National Parks Ser-
vice, to go over proposed 
features of the paths and 
ideas for improvement.

A local who leads a 
youth group that makes 
extensive use of the parks 
was thrilled to see the de-
partments of transporta-
tion and parks collaborat-

ing with the community 
and was encouraged by the 
number of locals partici-
pating in the process. 

“I’m excited to see a 
packed house of residents 
that are excited about this,” 
said Paul Curiale, adminis-
trator of the Bergen Beach 
Youth Organization. “I’m 
excited this growing trend 
is fi nally happening to 
Sheepshead Bay and that 
people are looking for alter-
natives to cars, like biking 
and walking.”

Proposed projects in-
clude a Plumb Beach bike 
path along Emmons Av-
enue connecting Bedford 
Avenue to Brigham Road, 
a path along Avenue U con-
necting the Marine Park 
Loop to the park’s main 
greenway entrance, and 
Flatbush Avenue bike-path 
improvements that would 
provide barriers between 
bike and car traffi c and 
adapt ramp crossings for 
better safety.

Safety was a primary 
concern of park-goers, who 
want to isolate bike lanes 
from car traffi c and use 
parking lanes as protective 
barriers between moving 
cars and cyclists. 

“I’m glad these agencies 
want to make biking safer,” 
said Curiale. “I’m excited 
to see these changes come 
about in our lifetime.”

Many also expressed in-
terest in extending an Em-
mons Avenue bike path 
further than the proposed 
endpoint at Bedford Ave-
nue.

“Bedford has the bike 
path already,” said Denise 
Zhivanaj, who attended the 
workshop with her grand-
son. “If you can extend it 
further, you can connect it 
to the beaches as far as Co-
ney Island.”

Overall, locals were ex-
cited about the proposed 
changes and were grate-
ful for the opportunity to 
workshop ideas.

City plans connections to Jamaica Bay Greenway

EASY BEING GREEN: This map shows the city’s plans for improving bike paths around Marine Park as 
part of the Jamaica Bay Greenway project. Department of Transportation

Better bike 
paths on way



J
UNE 14, 2015, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

5

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
The cancer warriors in 
Southern Brooklyn have 
done it again!

Fighters fl ocked to the 
fourth-annual Relay for Life 
in Bergen Beach on June 6 
to walk, play and celebrate 
survivors, all in the name 
of beating cancer. And their 
tireless work paid off. The 
event’s organizer says dona-

tions were through the roof, 
totalling around $115,000 — 
and still climbing. 

“It was a very success-
ful day,” said Joe Gillette. 
“The numbers show that it 
went beyond our expecta-
tions. It’s a mind-boggling 
and wonderful feeling at 
the same time.”

The event, hosted by the 
Southern Brooklyn branch 

of the American Cancer So-
ciety, encouraged fi ghters 
of the illness to keep spirits 
high as they walked along-
side survivors who are now 
cancer-free.

“It was really inspir-
ing,” said Samantha Jo-
seph, who battles colon 
cancer and cites the open-
ing speech from survivor 
Anthony Cusumano as a 

highlight. “It gives you the 
hope to go on and hope that 
you can one day be cancer-
free like they are.”

Fun activities fi lled 
the fi eld to draw in a fl ood 
of generous donations — 
a pie-in-the-face booth 
earned more than $1,000 
for the cause — while the 
luminaria ceremony pro-

LIFE PIE: (Left) Stella Panzarino sets up a luminaria in memory 
of her mother Joyce. (Center) Jared Wasserman, administrator at 
ShellBank Junior High, gets a pie in the face from his son Jake. 
(Above) Samantha Joseph keeps hope alive as she undergoes her 
third year of chemotherapy. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Relay for Life a runaway hit

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Continued on page 6
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ographer Mary John Frank. 
“They are forced to fi nd their 
own voice and decide whether 
to stand up to old traditions.”

“Debutaunt” brings view-
ers into the action with les-
sons on posture and table 
manners, and each audience 
member receives a bracelet 
with the name of a particular 
debutante. Each character has 
her own choreographed dance 
and accompanying video, and 
as the evening progresses 
the debs fall into competitive 
strife as their assigned cham-
pions cheer them on.

Frank knows about the 
world of debutantes — she 
used to be one. 

During breaks from study-
ing at New York University, 
she would return to her home 
in Texas to participate in deb-
utante events alongside the 
young women she had grown 
up with. There was a stark 
contrast between her New 
York life and her debutante 
life back home, but slipping 
back into the life of a south-
ern belle was easier than you 
might think, she said. 

“For me, it was just what 
people in my community did,” 
she said. “My parents were 
matched at a debutante ball. It 
was very much part of the cul-

ture, and I wanted to feel con-
nected to that.”

Still, she was in no rush to 
try to explain the tradition to 
her New York friends.

“I didn’t hide it, but it 
seemed so out of context there 
would be no way of describing 
it to people here,” she said.

Instead, the show brings 
New York audiences into the 
world of cotillion-style danc-
ing. In fact, each show ends 
with a dance, and Frank en-
courages audience members 
to dress up and join the ball. 

“Debutaunt,” at Atelier 
Roquette (63 Commerce St. be-
tween Richards and Van Brunt 
streets in Red Hook, www.deb-
utauntball.com.) June 12–13 at 
8pm; June 14 at 7 pm; June 19 
and June 20 at 8 pm; June 21 at 
7 pm; June 26 and June 27 at 8 
pm, and June 28 at 7 pm. $35.

Continued from page 1 

DEBUTAUNT
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LIFE IS A BALL: Dancers perform “Debutaunt” at a previous showing at 
Kings Country Distillery in the Navy Yard. Mary John Frank

BALANCING THE BOOKS: A debu-
tante practices her poise. 
 Victoria Will

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
It’s a real watering hole!

The state has granted 
a controversial fl oat-
ing East River bar a 
full liquor license, defy-
ing the wishes of the lo-
cal community board, 
which voted against the 
new outdoor venue last 
month. The bar’s skip-
pers,  who were prepared  
to open their waterfront 
tavern with nothing but 
soda and Shirley Tem-
ples, say they are ec-
static that they can now 
toast the launch with 
Champagne instead.

“It is a big win,” said 
Will Drawbridge, the co-
owner of Brooklyn Barge 
Bar, which will open 
later this month on the 
Greenpoint waterfront, 
just south of Transmitter 
Park. 

Community Board 1 
 voted against the buoy-
ant booze joint in May , be-
cause members said they 
fear the park-side venue 
will attract rowdy cus-
tomers and disrupt the 
neighborhood. And one 
neighbor says the State 
Liquor Authority’s rul-
ing has not changed his 
view that Greenpoint has 

enough bars already.
“These bars are tak-

ing over every part of 
the neighborhood,” said 
Chris York, who lives on 
Greenpoint Avenue. “We 
really do not need one 
next to the park.”

Community boards do 
not have any real power 
over the liquor licensing 
process, but they are able 
to submit recommenda-
tions to the state either in 

favor or against a license 
being granted, as well as 
any conditions — such as 
noise restrictions or clos-
ing times — they have 
negotiated with a bar’s 
owner. A “no” from the 
community board also 
means the liquor author-
ity must host a hearing 
on an application before 
making its decision.

The state reviewed 
Barge Bar’s application 

last Tuesday, and sent 
its captains a notice last 
Thursday stipulating 
that the coastal cantina 
can be open from 11 am to 
2 am daily, with last call 
at 1 am, Drawbridge said. 

The bar’s owners say 
the venue will be more 
than a place to drink hooch 
— it will also serve grilled 
food and desserts, and will 
host kayaking, fi shing, and 
a youth sailing program. 

G’point fl oating Bar gets liquor license despite protest
BOOZE BARGED IN

WET BAR: Brooklyn Barge Bar co-owner Will Drawbridge (yes, that’s his real name) at the 
future site of the waterfront watering hole, just south of Transmitter Park in Greenpoint. The 
bar is constructing seating on  land for patrons who get seasick. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

vided moments of refl ec-
tion and remembrance 
for those whom the dis-
ease had taken.

“It is a disease we re-
ally would like to fi nd a 
cure for,” said cancer-
fi ghter Elfreda Chaplin. 
“This is a chance to get 
together and talk about 
it and keep hope alive.”

RELAY
Continued from page 5

TRIBUTE: (Far 
left) Brittany But-
ler walks with her 
friend Samantha 
Centeno in mem-
ory of Saman-
tha’s dad. (Left) 
Anthony Cusuma-
no, a survivor 
and principal of 
Roy H. Mann Ju-
nior High, walks 
the tribute walk.
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ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

Complete Menu Online: www.JordansLobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway

(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)
GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
All offers expire 6/30/15

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED
 1 1/4 lb  3/$33

 Exp. 6/30/15

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$22
FISH & CHIPS 

DINNER

$11

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPONWITH COUPON
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228 • 718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
An embattled Williams-
burg senior and day care 
center under threat of 
eviction is now one step 
closer to survival after the 
Assembly last Thursday 
passed a bill that will al-
low the state to seize con-
trol of the facility, say fans 
of the center.

“That really is a huge 
step forward for the com-
munity,” said Jan Peter-
son, who is a member of 
the Conselyea Street Block 
Association, a community 
organization that fought 
to get the now-endangered 
Swinging Sixties Senior 
Center and Small World 
Day Care built in the 1970s 
and has operated its pro-
grams ever since. “It cer-
tainly looks good to me.”

Community activists 
and local pols have been 

fi ghting to protect the 
41-year-old center at Ain-
slie Street and Manhat-
tan Avenue since late 2013, 
when the property’s previ-
ous owner sold it to father-
and-son team Victor and 
Harry Einhorn for $4.5 
million. The new landlords 
 promptly jacked up the 
rent , then  sent their new 
tenants eviction notices .

The center and its sup-
porters have managed to 
keep the eviction tied up 

in court. But once they’re 
gone, the Einhorns in-
tend to knock down the 
three-story center, which 
provides activities for 
hundreds of seniors and 
preschoolers, and build 
luxury condos, the activ-
ists claim. 

The author of the bill, 
which is now headed to the 
state senate, says the state 
has the right and respon-
sibility to intervene before 
that happens, because it 

used taxpayers’ money to 
fund the construction in 
the fi rst place.

“This property was 
built with substantial pub-
lic funds for the express 
purpose of serving the 
public good,” said Assem-
blyman Joe Lentol (D–Wil-
liamsburg). “This legisla-
tion seeks to protect that 
investment.”

Lentol  fi rst tried to pass 
a similar proposal in 2014 , 
which would have allowed 
the city to use eminent do-
main to take control of 
the building, but  it stalled  
when members of the state 
senate raised concerns 
that the legislation could 
be used to sieze other prop-
erties. 

This time, Lentol left 
no room for confusion. 
 The new bill , which he in-
troduced in January this 

year, specifi es the street 
address, as well as the ex-
act block and lot number 
on the city’s tax map. 

The act would give the 
state the muscle to save the 
building and force the Ein-
horns to keep the senior 
center and day care on as 
tenants, said Lentol.

“By passing this legisla-
tion we are telling the land-
lord that we mean busi-
ness,” said Lentol. “We will 
take the property back if 

we have to.”
But if the bill doesn’t 

make it, the fi ght is not 
over, supporters say. The 
center and the Conselyea 
Street Block Association 
are also suing the land-
lords, arguing that the sale 
was invalid because the 
city and the block associa-
tion should have been given 
fi rst dibs on buying the 
property. That case is still 
working its way through 
the courts. 

Bill to save Williamsburg senior center passes Assembly

IN THE STREETS: Supporters of the Swinging Sixties Senior Center 
at a to save the facility earlier this year. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Taking a swing
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Boardwalk advocates who 
say it is the wood that 
makes it good.

And to them, the ironic 
move to repurpose Board-
walk wood to make a 
boardwalk could be the last 
straw.

“What a travesty — 
shipping our Boardwalk’s 
wood off to another coun-
try to be re-purposed and 
enjoyed there, while we 
have plastic and concrete 
shoved down our throats,” 
wrote Coney–Brighton 
Boardwalk Alliance presi-
dent Rob Burstein in a let-
ter to us when he heard of 
the Italian job.

Biber Architects de-
signed the Milan board-
walk and purchased the 
timber from salvagers 
Sawkill Lumber, who har-
vested the historic planks 
for the city after Sandy 
“wrecked” the wooden 
walkway in 2012, a Biber 
spokeswoman said.

But reports dating back 
to the Storm of the Cen-
tury indicate that wooden 
portions of the Boardwalk 
actually  fared better than 
its concrete counterpart , 
prompting  local politicians 
to demand the city end it 
plans to go synthetic .

But, the Parks Depart-
ment, which is responsible 
for the Boardwalk’s main-
tenance, is insistent on re-
placing all but four blocks 
of the walkway with con-
crete, claiming the move 
will better support emer-
gency vehicles, increase 
Boardwalk resiliency, and 
prevent deforestation — 
claims wood proponents 
say is hogwash.

“There are a variety of 
alternative woods, includ-
ing sustainably grown and 
sourced Forestry Stew-
ardship Council-certifi ed 
rainforest wood, the use of 
which is both ecologically 
sound and benefi cial to the 
local communities produc-
ing it,” Burstein wrote, also 
pointing out that “no emer-
gency vehicles ever come 
on to the Boardwalk.” 

These days, the only 
thing not made out of 
Boardwalk wood is the 
Boardwalk itself.

Lumber reclaimed 
from the storied walk-
way wound up in Man-
hattan pizzeria Rossopo-
modoro and in benches on 
the newly opened section 
of the Manhattan’s High 
Line,  according to Sawk-
ill’s website . A Williams-
burg workshop  fabricates 
knife handles from Board-
walk wood . And you can 
literally eat off the Board-
walk — or  a table made 
thereof . 

Of course, the ceiling 
at Coney Island’s Sistine 
Chapel — Ruby’s Bar — is 
 famously fashioned from 
reclaimed Boardwalk 
planks .

News of the Milan board-
walk made of Coney Island 
Boardwalk wood was  fi rst 
reported by the website 
Amusing the Zillion .  

blocks from Borough Hall. 
The company hopes to build 
a sleek, state-of-the art dis-
tribution facility with nary 
a tie-dyed shirt or Grateful 
Dead album in sight, said a 
spokesman.

“It will be very secure, 
but also clean, modern, and 
open,” said executive vice-
president Andrei Bogol-
ubov. “Think Apple-Store-
meets-pharmacy.” 

But an organic pharmacy 
on Fulton Mall is still far 
from a sure thing. Albany 
is issuing only fi ve licenses 
to grow and distribute medi-
cal marijuana in the state, 
and Palliatech is just one of 
dozens of hopefuls that have 
applied for one of the coveted 
pot permits. 

And if the company does 
nab a license, New York’s 
medical marijuana law — 
considered one of the most 
restrictive in the country 

— will only allow Palliat-
ech to create and dispense 
products derived from can-
nabis extracts, such as oils 
and capsules, rather than 
giving patients sticky buds 
to smoke or edible products 
like weed brownies. Only 
people with a medical mar-
ijuana card will be allowed 
inside the premises. 

Adams said any dispen-
sary in Brooklyn would 
not be a “neighborhood pot 
shop.” 

“This is medical treat-
ment for those in need,” he 
said.

The Beep, an ex-cop, has 
been a proponent of medical 
Mary Jane since his days as 
a state senator, a position 
he said he came to after 
watching a cancer-stricken 
friend successfully use pot 
to combat nausea caused 
by chemotherapy. Without 
a legal option, the man’s 
younger brother had to go 
to a neighborhood drug 
dealer to buy the ganja, Ad-
ams said. The risks of that 

illicit transaction made 
him think — really think, 
man — about how lawmak-
ers could help patients like 
his friend get the medicine 
they need, he said.

“Imagine having to 
break the law in order to al-
leviate your pain or a loved 
one’s pain,” he said. “His 
younger brother put him-
self in harm’s way, and he 
could have been arrested 
or the victim of a crime. We 
should not put that barrier 
in the way of people trying 
to overcome illness.”

The state okayed the 
medical marijuana pro-
gram in July last year, and 
accepted applications from 
businesses looking to grow 
and distribute the dope 
from late April through 
last Friday. Hopefuls had 
to cough up a $10,000 ap-
plication fee, plus another 
$200,000 that will be re-
funded to the rejects, and 
will have to meet strict 
manufacturing, quality, 
and operating guidelines. 

Continued from page 1 

WEED

Continued from page 1 

BOARDWALK

$1195 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

FREE DELIVERY

GreenhouseCafe.com
718 -989 - 8952

Live Music
All Weekend

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

every Monday
and 

Wednesday 8pm. 

Thursdays 8 pm.

UNLIMITED BRUNCH COCKTAILS

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE

Toasted English Muffi n With Canadian Bacon, Poached Eggs Hollandaise Sauce 
And Home Fries

DESSERT
            

BEVERAGES $2600
Per person+tax & gratuity

Father’s Day Brunch
Brunch Seating’s are 11, 12, 1, & 2pm

Regular Dinner Menu from 2-8pm

UNDER THE BOARDWALK: 
Visitors to the Milan Expo will 
get a view of the Coney Island 
Boardwalk from beneath — a 
vista once only afforded to dar-
ing Brooklynites. 
 Saverio Lombardi Vallauri
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national school, not just 
for the Russian commu-
nity, but the community of 
Brooklyn.”

Roizin’s dream comes 
to life with the premiere of 
“Black and White,” a con-
temporary dance produc-
tion that infuses Russian 
ballet with a mixture of hip-
hop, jazz and African and 
Indian folk tradition. The 
iconic Michael Jackson song 
of the same name is the in-
spiration of the production, 
and the choreographer said 
his work refl ects the king of 
pop’s message of inclusion.  

“It doesn’t matter what 
color you are or where you 
come from — everyone can 
relate to dance,” said James 
Huggins. “Every culture 
has their own style of dance, 
so we’re bringing that all 
together with this Michael 
Jackson song that typically 
you wouldn’t expect to see 
with these dance styles.”

The special performance 
will take place on June 18, 
followed by the theater’s 
regular programming, 
which will also incorporate 

a variety of dance styles. 
Classical performances will 
include music from Chopin, 
Minkus, Tchaikovsky and 
Saint-Saens. 

“This year we tried to fo-
cus on friendship, diversity, 
and citizens of the world,” 
said Roizin. “We decided the 

whole performance is going 
to be specially focused on 
friendship and diversity.”

City offi cials have recog-
nized the theater as a local 
bastion of culture and arts 
education, with awards and 
grants that have gone on 
to fund programs such as 

“Black and White,” as well 
as an after-school dance pro-
gram for public school chil-
dren. 

“Brighton Ballet Theater 
is a shining gem in Brook-
lyn’s brilliant and diverse 
cultural landscape,” said 
Borough President Adams. 
“It is a great open window 
into the rich culture of our 
Russian-American commu-
nity, one that uses dance as 
a tool to educate, enrich, and 
empower our students.”

The theater will also use 
the funds to publish a book 
fi lled with stories and paint-
ings from ballet students 
about their unique immi-
grant experiences. The 
book, called “Coming to 
America,” will be presented 
at the performance on June 
18, and copies will be given 
to the theater students. For 
Roizin, its publication is the 
fulfi llment of yet another 
immigrant dream.

“I always had a dream 
about doing a book, and 
this year my dream came 
true,” she said. “Again, 
we’re talking about com-
ing to America and dreams 
coming true. We’re telling 
our stories about our stu-
dents and our diversity.”

Continued from page 1 

BALLET

BIG MOVES: Jeremy Muse and Clarice Ostrov prepare for the big 
show. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
He’s got this going for 
him, which is nice.

Actor and  living inter-
net meme  Bill Murray led 
a group of writers, poets, 
and verse lovers in the 
20th annual Poetry Walk 
Across the Brooklyn 
Bridge on Monday.

The “Ghostbusters” 
and “St. Vincent” star 
 is a   fi xture  at the yearly 
stroll, and was joined this 
year by Brooklyn’s poet 
laureate Tina Chang, 
along with fellow bards 
Cornelius Eady, Edward 
Hirsch, Laura Kasischke, 

Thomas Lux, and Ocean 
Vuong. 

Once the group had 
traversed the bridge, 
Richard Blanco, who is 
best known as the in-
augural poet at Presi-
dent Obama’s second 
inauguration, gave the 
traditional reading of 
Walt Whitman’s “Cross-
ing Brooklyn Ferry” in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.

Poetry fans paid $250 
a pop to take part in the 
event, which raises cash 
for Poets House, a poetry 
library on the distant is-
land of Manhattan

Murray leads poetry walk

MURRAY ME: Actor Bill Murray strolls across the Brooklyn 
Bridge on June 8 as part of the 20th annual Poetry Walk. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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Friends...
         Family...
                 Fun!
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