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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
The owner of a Grand Army 
Plaza old-folks home for 
months refused to turn on air 
conditioning for his elderly 
tenants, forcing the seniors 
to sweat out soaring tempera-
tures in an ongoing campaign 
to drive them out of his build-
ing, say attorneys for the resi-
dents and their families. 

State Supreme Court Jus-
tice Wayne Saitta on Monday 
ordered Prospect Park Resi-
dence owner Haysha Deitsch 
to provide central air con-
ditioning in the residents’ 
rooms, following months of 
complaints from concerned 
relatives. 

Deitsch’s attorney argued 
at a hearing on June 19 that 
the nursing home is not re-
quired by law to provide cen-
tral air-conditioning, and 
fans in the hallways and win-
dow units in residents’ apart-
ments were enough to protect 
the oldsters from the summer 
heat.

“My understanding is that 
there are adult care facilities 
in New York State that have 
no air conditioning at all,” 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Baby you can’t drive your car.

The city is putting the 
brakes on vehicles in Brook-
lyn’s Backyard, announcing 
last Thursday that it is ban-
ning automobiles from Pros-
pect Park’s West Drive as of 
next month.

Downtown-bound motor-
ists will still be able drive 
through the park’s East Drive 
between 7 and 9 am on week-
days, but its Park-Slope-side 
counterpart, which is cur-
rently open to Coney-Island-
bound traffi c between from 
5 to 7 pm on weekdays, will 
soon be a car-free zone. As 
of July 6, Brooklyn’s cyclists 
and pedestrians will be able 
to cruise the West Drive as-
phalt at any hour of the day, 
free from the fear that they 
will end up as road-kill, said 
Mayor DeBlasio.

“Today, we’re taking a big 
step to returning our parks to 
the people,” said the mayor, 
who has been advocating for 

P’Park goes 
(almost) 

vehicle-free

Continued on page 18Continued on page 25

A CNG Publication Vol. 35 No. 26 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CAR QUASH!Judge: 
Turn on 
seniors’ 
cold air

  Thin Brick

  Bricks

  Building  Material

  Stucco Supply

  Brick Pavers

Lime Stone

Granite

Stone Veneers

Natural Stone

Blue Stone

Mermaid Parade-goer Mckenzie Scott took in the sights and sounds of Sodom by the Sea during the 
annual cavalcade on June 20. For more, see page 2. Photo by Josiah Shelton
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By Danielle Furfaro

We took this art at its word.
A series of sculptures titled 

“Please Touch the Art” recently 
arrived in Brooklyn Bridge Park. Created 
by Danish artist Jeppe Hein, the interactive 
artwork is scattered from Empire Fulton 
Ferry by the Manhattan Bridge to Pier 
6, near the base of Atlantic Avenue. The 
Public Art Fund, who installed the work, 
encourages people to seek out and inter-
act with the 16 “modified social bench-
es,” a water sculpture called “Appearing 
Rooms,” and “Mirror Labyrinth NY,” a 
collection of mirror-polished steel planks. 

We sent reporter Danielle Furfaro to 
touch the art.

I ventured to Brooklyn Bridge Park on 
a hot, sunny afternoon to check out “Please 
Touch the Art,” a series of sculptures that 
encourage people to interact with them. 
The 18 installations are spread throughout 
the piers of the park and create stunning 
visual interplays with the lush grass and 
waves of water around them. But the visu-
als are only part of the story. Each piece 

begs to be played with or climbed on.
First stop: the social benches! Each 

bench feels the same: hard, painted metal 

that is surprisingly cool to the touch.  They 
are not terribly comfortable for sitting, but 
they are fun to look at. The bright orange 

benches bend and swoop erratically and 
fold into themselves.

I settled first on “Modified Social 
Bench #6,” which is shaped in a figure 
eight. The arrangement meant that I found 
myself staring directly at the man sitting 
on the opposite side of the bench. The 
bench may have tried to force me to be 
social, but feeling far too awkward, I got 
up and looked for the next piece. Further 
down the park I discovered “Modified 
Social Bench #3,” a six-foot mountain of 
a bench, with only a tiny space to sit at its 
summit. I tried to climb, but I could get 
neither grip nor foothold on it, and kept 
sliding back onto the ground. 

“Appearing Rooms” is the most inter-
active of the pieces, and certainly the 
most popular. It is a large square block, 
on which jets of water pop up suddenly to 
arrange various rooms with liquid walls. 
On a weekday afternoon, it was filled with 
screaming children, so my overall impres-
sion of the piece was “wet” and “loud.” 
Standing on the grid, I tried to guess 

Interactive sculptures lure us to Brooklyn Bridge Park

Hands-on 
experience

A slippery slope: The bends of “Modified Social Bench #3” beg to be climbed, but reporter Danielle 
Furfaro found it impossible to get a foothold. Photo by Jason Speakman

Twisted sitter: The pretzel shape of “Modified 
Social Bench #6” can lead to awkward encounters 
with the person sitting opposite. James Ewing

Continued on page 34

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Rain, rain can’t make the Mer-
maid Parade go away.

Cloudy skies and spot show-
ers were no match for the 
schools of scantily clad oddballs 
and costumed children that in-
vaded Coney Island on June 20, 
as Sodom by the Sea played host 
to the 33rd-Annual Mermaid 
Parade. And while a few spots 
of rain may have prevented the 
2015 edition of the parade from 
matching or surpassing last 
year’s record attendance, the 
weather did not stop plenty of 
people from coming out and get-
ting their fi n fun on.

“It might not have been 
800,000 people like last 
year, but it was still around 
400,000,” said Dick Zigun, the 
parade’s founder and unoffi -
cial mayor of Coney Island. “It 
is a wonderful endorsement of 
how much people enjoy the pa-
rade.”

Zigun believes that the pa-
rade’s vibe has changed over 
the last couple of years, with 
less concern over political is-
sues and more emphasis on 
aesthetics.

“There have been years 
where we had protests about 
Coney Island or oil spills or 
nudity,” Zigun said. “But re-
cently, this year especially, it 
has been about bringing your 
best game and showing off 
your ingenuity with costumes, 
makeup, and fl oats.”

There was plenty of inge-
nuity on display — from folks 
like the Sexcamaids, a dance 
troupe made up primarily 
of professionals who spend 
10 weeks prior to the parade 
learning four choreographed 
dance routines.

“I had an amazing time 
dancing this year,” said Mck-
enzie Scott, who moved to 
Greenpoint fi ve years ago from 
Indiana, and was practicing 
with the group just two weeks 
later. She said the weather had 

no impact on the Sexcamaids’ 
dancing.

“The rain just warmed ev-
erybody up.”

Mermaids damp, but dancing on drizzly day for parade

PISCINE PROCESSION: (Clock-
wise from top) This sensational 
cephalopod showed lots of leg at 
the 33rd-Annual Mermaid Parade. 
Thalia Mermaid didn’t need bright 
colors to stand out. Coney Island’s 
unoffi cial mayor Dick Zigun bangs 
his drum and leads the way. One 
man rides his trusty seahorse into 
the colorful cavalcade. 
 Photos by Josiah Shelto

WET AND WILD
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Brooklyn’s Stoop is 
closed for lunch.

The parks depart-
ment has reduced Bor-
ough Hall Plaza to a 
pile of rubble after rip-
ping up the crumbling 
tiles that have long 
plagued visitors to the 
public square, closing 
Downtown’s most pop-
ular day-time dining 
area in the process. 

But the Borough 
President said the lo-
cal workers who con-
gregate on and around 
the landmarked steps 
to his offi ce will just 
have to fi nd some-
where else to eat their 
gyros, because fi xing 
the dangerous paving 
is more important.  

“I made it a prior-
ity on day one of my 
administration to ad-
dress this safety haz-
ard, and the sound of 
jackhammers going to 
work on long-needed 
renovations is music 
to my ears,” said the 
Beep, who suggested 
diners enjoy their 
lunch further down 
the street in Cad-
man Plaza or on the 
other side of Boerum 
Place in Willoughby 
Square. 

 The city is replac-
ing the 28-year-old 
broken bluestone 
tiles  with sturdier 
granite versions as 
part of a $12-mil-
lion makeover of the 
area offi cially known 
as Columbus Park, 
which is bounded by 
Joralemon, Court, 
Johnson,  and Ad-
ams streets and Cad-
man Plaza West. The 
shabby stone slabs 

have been tripping 
up Brooklynites for 
years, including  a 
71-year-old woman 
who fractured her hip 
in 2010  after catching 
her toe on one of the 
cracks.

Contractors liter-

ally broke ground on 
the renovations this 
month, but the en-
tire project won’t be 
completed until Sep-
tember 2016. A Parks 
spokeswoman said she 
did not know when the 
area around the steps 

would re-open to the 
lunch crowd.

When the plaza 
doesn’t have a giant 
hole in the middle of 
it, the Court-Livings-
t o n - S c h e m e r h o r n 
Business Improve-
ment District keeps 
it furnished with ta-
bles and chairs dur-
ing daylight hours. 
The park is also vari-
ously home to  a thrice-
weekly greenmarket , 
 press conferences for 
the Borough Presi-
dent ,  protests ,  fi lm 
shoots ,  a Christmas 
market ,  the Brooklyn 
Book Festival , and  the 
borough’s second-tall-
est menorah . 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A Crown Heights ambulette 
driver says he is thankful 
to be alive after a maniac 
opened fi re near his vehicle 
in Vinegar Hill last Friday 
morning, winging the van 
with a bullet.

The driver, who was 
transporting a patient at the 
time, said it was the most 
hair-raising thing he’d ever 
experienced.

“I’m 53 years old and I’ve 
never seen something like 
this in my life,” said driver 
Johnalee Sanders. 

Sanders said he had just 
picked up a dialysis patient 
at a building on Sand Street 
at Gold Street shortly before 
8:30 am, when he saw two 
men running towards his 
ambulette. One of the guys 
started fi ring a gun, letting 
off “six or seven shots” at the 
man he was apparently pur-
suing, he said.

With bullets fl ying, Sand-
ers said he stepped on the gas, 
but as he attempted to get out 
of danger, a bullet slammed 
into the rear driver’s side of 
his van. The slug did not hit 

Sanders or his passenger, but 
he said the hot lead narrowly 
missed the ambulette’s gas 
tank.

Sanders said he is shaken 
but relieved that both he and 
his patient are okay.

“I just want to go home 
to my wife,” he said. “I’m so 
thankful.”

Paramedics transported 
the man injured in the shoot-
ing to New York Methodist 
Hospital suffering from a gun-
shot wound to the right fore-
arm, a police spokesman said.

Bluestone concreting closes borough’s stoop

ROPED OFF: Cops look for evi-
dence in an ambulette that caught 
a stray bullet. Photo by Paul Martinka

CLOSE CALL: Ambulette driver Johnalee Sanders points to the area 
where a stray bullet struck his vehicle as he transported a patient in 
Vinegar Hill last Friday. Photo by Paul Martinka

BOROUGH HOLE: (Above)
Downtown dwellers will 
have to fi nd somewhere 
new to eat their lunch, be-
cause Borough Hall Plaza 
is a mess. (Left) Classic-
but-worn bluestone tiles 
at Borough Hall to be 
replaced by Parks. (Bot-
tom) The badly damaged 
bluestone walkway.

BREAK FOR LUNCH!

Ambulette gets 
shot in Vinegar Hill

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Police are asking Brook-
lynites to keep their eyes 
peeled for a man they believe 
punched a woman in the face 
on a Boerum Hill subway 
platform in May, according 
to a report.

The victim, a 38-year-
old woman, told cops she 

was waiting for an N train 
at the Atlantic Avenue-Bar-
clays Center stop at 5:30 pm 
on May 20, when a man sud-
denly socked her in the face, 
then jumped on a Manhat-
tan-bound R train, accord-
ing to a report.

The woman sustained a 
bloody nose and a swollen 

face, but refused medical 
treatment at the scene, po-
lice said.

Authorities say the man 
they’re looking for has a 
dark complexion and dread-
locks.

Law enforcement offi -
cials ask people with infor-
mation about the incident or 

with knowledge of the man’s 
whereabouts to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577–8477. 
The public can also sub-
mit tips by logging onto the 
Crime Stoppers website at 
www.nypdcrimestoppers.co-
mor by texting tips to 274637 
(CRIMES) then entering 
TIP577.

LOOK OUT: Cops say this man at-
tacked a woman on a train plat-
form on May 20. NYPD

Police: Man punched woman in face
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The landlord of a Crown 
Heights building illegally tore 
down his rent-stabilized ten-
ants’ interior walls, cut their 
heat in the dead of winter, and 
exposed the renters — includ-
ing a 6-year-old child — to dan-
gerous lead dust in order to 
force them out of their homes, 
says the state’s top lawman. 

Authorities last Wednesday 
arrested and indicted Daniel 
Melamed for unlawful eviction 
and child endangerment as 
part of what state and local pols 
say is a city-wide crackdown on 
unscrupulous landlords.

“Today’s charges send a 
strong message to landlords 
across New York City: if you 
harass, intimidate, or jeop-
ardize the health and safety 
of your tenants, we will come 
after you with the full force of 
the law,” said state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman, 
who hosted a press confer-
ence outside the boarded-up 
building at the corner of 
Union Street and Troy Avenue 
that bears a plaque calling it 
“Union Arms.”

The arrest is the fi rst big 
collar for the city and state’s 
new task-force against tenant 
harassment. The special slum-
lord unit — which combines 
the powers of several build-
ing and housing agencies — 
started its investigation into 
Melamed’s 14-unit building 
in February and slowly gath-
ered the evidence it needed to 
make the arrest, said Schnei-
derman. 

According to the indict-
ment, Melamed bought the 
building in 2012 and offered 
the current tenants money to 
leave. When they refused, he 
allegedly set about making 
their living conditions un-
bearable. Melamed shut off 
the heat and hot water several 
times last winter while he per-

State: Crown Heights landlord tried to freeze out rent-stabilized tenants 

ONE WAY OR ANOTHER: Prosecutors say landlord Daniel Melamed (bottom right) bought this Crown Heights 
building in 2012 and offered tenants money to leave. (Top right) Mayor DeBlasio speaks at the announcement 
of the arrest, calling it a warning to other landlords around the city. 

UNDER HOUSE ARREST
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formed illegal demolition on 
the property, and left occu-
pants breathing in toxic levels 
of lead-paint dust, prosecutors 
allege. The air quality was so 
bad that tenants were forced to 
stuff wet towels in the cracks 
of their doors to keep the dust 
out of their apartments, Sch-
neiderman said. 

Inspectors found more than 
200 violations in the Union 
Street building and offi cials 
had to arrange for emergency 

repairs so that the remaining 
tenants could safely stay in 
their homes, Schneiderman 
said. 

Melamed is now facing 
up to four years in prison. In 
addition to the eviction and 
child endangerment charges, 
he is also accused of fi ling 
false documents with the city 
that said the building was va-
cant during construction, so 
inspectors wouldn’t come a-
knocking. His builder Pirooz 

Soltanizadeh was also ar-
rested and charged the same 
day for his alleged involve-
ment in the scheme.

Melamed owns and man-
ages six other buildings 
throughout the city, and the 
task force is still investigating 
conditions in his other proper-
ties, Schneiderman said.

Mayor DeBlasio said he is 
glad to see that the task force 
is getting results, and that he 
hopes every landlord in the 
city takes notice. 

“There have been too many 
abusive landlords in this city 
and too many times they have 
gotten away with abusive ac-
tions towards tenants,” said 
the mayor last Wednesday. 
“The message today is ‘game 
over.’ ”

This is the second time 
this year that alleged Brook-
lyn slumlords have been hit 
with criminal charges for 

making their buildings un-
livable.  Brooklyn District At-
torney Ken Thompson fi led a 
criminal indictment in April  
against landlords Joel and 
Amron Israel, who are ac-
cused of smashing holes in 
fl oors and walls of their build-
ings, and destroying boilers, 
thermostats, and electrical 
systems to try to force their 
rent-stabilized tenants to 
leave. They each face up to 15 
years in prison. 

Last week’s arrest also 
comes as lawmakers bicker 
over the nuances of the state’s 
currently-expired rent stabi-
lization rules, including ca-
veats that allow landlords to 
raise the rent each time a ten-
ant moves out, and add costs of 
repairs into the rent. 

Melamed and Soltaniza-
deh’s attorneys did not re-
turned calls and e-mails for 
comment. 

Cops seeking alleged R-train groper
BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Police are on the lookout for 
a guy who they say groped a 
woman on a train Downtown 
earlier this month.

The victim, a 31-year-
old woman, was on a Bay 
Ridge-bound R train as it ap-

proached DeKalb Avenue at 
5:30 pm on June 10, when the 
man allegedly grabbed her 
thigh and butt, police said.

Police said the guy is 35 
years old, 5-foot-7 and 190 
pounds, and was last seen 
wearing a black baseball cap.
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Spry super-centenarian Susannah 
Mushatt “Miss Susie” Jones received 
an early birthday present when she be-
came the oldest living person on Earth 
— three weeks shy of turning 116.

Jones — a former tenant patrol vol-
unteer at the Vandalia Senior Cen-
ter in East New York — became the 
planet’s longest-living residents after 
116-year-old Jeralean Talley of Mich-
igan died peacefully in her sleep on 
June 17, according to the Gerontology 
Research Group.

“I’m the oldest person in the world? 
No, I’m not!” Miss Susie reportedly 
said to her grandniece, Myra Simp-
son, 40, after discovering her new ce-
lebrity.

Jones was the world’s fourth oldest 
person at the start of the year, but rose 
rapidly through the ranks after Misao 
Okawa of Japan died in April at 117. 
Her 116-year-old successor, Gertrude 
Weaver, died just four days later, pass-
ing the torch to Talley, who reigned for 
78 days.

The sprightly senior, who lost her 
eyesight and is hard of hearing, is oth-
erwise hale and hearty, according to 
Vandalia director Dee Pozzuoli, add-
ing that Jones was a diligent patrol-
woman well into her 90s at the city-
run building.

“Miss Susie would watch who came 

and who went,” she said. “She is still 
very sharp of mind.” 

Jones’s dietary habits offered puz-
zling food for thought, added Pozzuoli.

“She swears by eating grits and ba-
con every morning!” Pozzuoli said.

Jones was born on July 6, 1899 to 
a sharecropping family in rural Ala-
bama, at a time when electricity in ev-
ery home was just a bright idea, tele-
graphs were the height of high-tech 
communication, and Henry Ford had 
yet to crank out cars on an assembly 
line. Eager to escape her hard life, 
Jones applied to the Tuskegee Insti-
tute’s teacher’s program, but her par-
ents couldn’t afford the tuition, so she 
moved to the big city instead — just as 
Harlem Renaissance was taking off 
during the Roaring ’20s. 

Jones worked as a nanny for affl u-
ent families earning $7 a week, using 
some of her wages to create a scholar-
ship fund for students at her former 
high school, and supporting her rela-
tives as they relocated to New York.

A divorcee with no children, Jones 
is a proud aunt to more than 100 nieces 
and nephews, many of whom attended 
her birthdays which we celebrate reg-
ularly on our Standing O pages. Read-
ers were soon entranced by the cool 
golden oldie who claimed she had never 
smoked, drank alcohol, used make up 
or dyed her hair.

Bklyn home to world’s oldest person

SINGULAR SUPER-CENTENARIAN: Susannah Mushatte “Miss Susie” Jones is now the old-
est person on Earth. Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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Bishop Kearney High 
School’s 50th Com-
mencement Exercise 
for the class of 2015 was 
held on Saturday, June 
6 in the Walt Whitman 
Auditorium of Brook-
lyn College. Commence-
ment speaker, former 
New York City Police 
Commissioner Raymond 
W. Kelly, addressed the 
graduates reminding 
them that the education 
they received at Kear-
ney was a wonderful 
preparation for the years 
ahead.  “You are our 
hope for the future,” Mr. 
Kelly said.  “Be ready to 
address the needs of the 
times and make a differ-
ence wherever you go. 
Be proud of the fact that 
you are a member of the 

Bishop Kearney sister-
hood and always sup-
port each other in future 
challenges.”

One hundred percent 
of the Class of 2015 will 
go on to attend college 
in the fall. Seventy-one 

percent earned $15 mil-
lion in scholarships, in-
cluding CUNY Sophie 
Davis School of Biomedi-
cal Education, CUNY 
Macauley Honors Col-
lege, Fairfield Univer-
sity, Fordham Univer-

sity, Loyola University, 
University of Scranton, 
Marist College, Mar-
quette University and 
Manhattan College. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Gug-
lielmo, Kearney’s princi-
pal, stated, “We are very 

proud of the scholas-
tic accomplishments of 
this class.  These young 
women have worked 
very hard, focused on 
their college goals and 
achieved their personal 
best.”

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Bishop Kearney High School Celebrates the Class of 2015
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Fanny pack foul 
A greedy goon stole a woman’s 

fanny pack from a park bench in 
Prospect Park on June 13.

Cops say the woman was loung-
ing on the grass, and left her pack 
unattended on a bench, only to 
fi nd it missing when she returned 
around 3:45 pm. 

The victim says her identifi ca-
tion, two credit cards, and $40 in 
cash were inside the bag, but no 
unauthorized charges were made 
to the card before they were can-
celled. 

Subway swiper 
A mystery subway thief snatched 

a sleeping man’s bag on a 2 train 
near the Atlantic Avenue stop on 
June 10.

The victim, who says he is home-
less and rides the train back and 
forth to help him think, got on the 
train at 11 pm on June 9 and fell 
asleep with his tote bag on the seat 
next to him. 

He woke up at 5 am at the station 
near Pacifi c Street and saw that his 
bag was missing. The bag contained 
the man’s debit card, identifi cation, 
Social Security card, MetroCard 
and two pairs of shoes, according to 
a police report. 

Chain gang
One or more bandits stole sev-

eral bikes and equipment from the 
front porch of a Second Street home 
by cutting their chains on June 7.

The victim says he returned to 
his home near Sixth Avenue to fi nd 
that his two bikes, a Kona Dew and 
a James Dammuter, had been freed 
from the chains binding them to the 
front porch, and the rapscallion had 
taken the Kryptonite locks and a 
kid’s seat as well.  — Allegra Hobbs

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Gun bust
Police arrested a guy who they 

said kept a sawed-off shotgun and 
drugs in his Centre Mall apartment, 
which they found on June 19. 

Offi cers executed a search war-
rant of the man’s apartment be-
tween Clinton and Henry Streets in 
Red Hook at 6:50 am, police said.

In chains
A whippersnapper was arrested 

for whipping a stranger with a bike 
chain and — then turning his ire on 
a Smith Street storefront on June 
19, police reported. 

The 25-year-old man allegedly 
attacked a 29-year-old stranger be-
tween Baltic and Butler streets at 

1:35 am and then started smacking a 
window to a storefront, police said.

Play nice
A stranger punched a lady in the 

face as she dropped her kid off at a 
Baltic Street day care on June 18. 

The 22-year-old victim told cops 
she was leaving the preschool be-
tween Hoyt and Bond streets in 
Boerum Hill at 8 am when a woman 
10 years her senior socked her in the 
lobby, police said. Cops have a sus-
pect, but have yet to apprehend her, 
a police source said.

High-fashion heist
A couture cribber stole three de-

signer purses from an Atlantic Av-
enue store on June 21. 

The goon ran into the store be-
tween Clinton and Court streets in 
Cobble Hill at noon and snatched 
a Pashli bag valued at $895, a 
Givenchy purse worth $1,630, and a 
Balenciaga bag that costs $1,465, of-
fi cials said. — Max Jaeger

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Pay up
An extortionist ripped off a 

woman and her boyfriend after 
tricking them with a fake hostage 
situation on a train on June 9, cops 
said.

The scam started around 7:15 am 
when the malefactor approached the 
35-year-old woman on a Manhattan-
bound 2 train and told her that her 
father was being held hostage in the 
Bronx and that if she did not pay a 
ransom, his captors would kill him 
and chop him to pieces, according to 
a report. 

The victim followed the vermin 
off the train at the Clark Street stop 
in Brooklyn Heights, where he dou-
bled down on the scam by getting 
on the phone with her boyfriend, 
telling him that he had the victim 
locked up in a basement and threat-
ening to kill her if he did not pay up, 
cops said.

The worried boyfriend anted up 
the numbers for $206 in prepaid gift 
cards, at which point the fake kid-
napper split, leaving the woman 
safely behind, according to a re-
port. 

It later turned out that the wom-
an’s father, the original “hostage,” 
was safe with family members the 
whole time, police said.

Not yours to borrow
Some good-for-nothing made off 

with a pair of Citi Bikes near Brook-
lyn Bridge Park on June 12, accord-
ing to police.

The rightful borrowers of the 
bikes left them locked up at Fur-
man Street and Cadman Plaza West 
while they strolled in the park at 5 
pm, but when they returned about 
20 minutes later, a rogue had swiped 
the blue bikes, valued at $1,200 a 
pop, cops said.

Don’t be a tool
Burglars ripped off a shop on 

Nevins Street sometime between 
June 11 and 12, making off with 
hundreds of dollars in tools, police 
said.

The owner of the shop between 
Bergen and Dean streets left his 
business locked up for the night at 
6 pm, but when he returned the next 
day at 1 pm he found that unidenti-
fi ed intruders had forced the door 
open, damaging the frame in the 
process, according to a report.

The reprobates managed to grab 
a box of assorted tools worth $500, 
according to police.

 — Noah Hurowitz

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

It danced away
Someone stole a woman’s wallet 

while she was dancing at a Meserole 
Street nightclub on June 20.

The victim told police that she 
was dancing at the club at 2 am 
when she noticed that her wallet 
was not in her pocket. The woman 
told police that she did not remem-
ber being pushed or jostled. 

A straphanger returned the bill-
fold to police after fi nding it on a 
train in the Bronx the next day, but 
a MetroCard and $73 in cash was 
missing.

Cut like a knife
A blade-bearing brute knifed a 

teen in the back on Manhattan Av-
enue in broad daylight on June 17.

The victim told police that he 
was near Cook Street at 2 pm when 
a guy suddenly came up behind him 
and stabbed him in the lower back. 

The victim told police that he 
did not know who the man was. He 
walked himself to Woodhull Medi-
cal Center for treatment.

Smash and grab
Cops arrested a 17-year-old man 

who they said beat a man with a po-
lice barricade and stole his money 
on Broadway on June 18. 

The victim told police that he 
was near Union Avenue at 5:15 pm 
when the teen suddenly hit him in 
the head with a police barricade. 
His friends then grabbed the cash 
out of his pocket and ran, offi cials 
state. 

Police charged the 17 year old 
with robbery. 

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

Dirty move
Cops cuffed a woman who they 

said threw bleach at a man’s face, 
injuring his eyes, on Clay Street in 
broad daylight on June 17.

The victim told police that he was 
arguing with a woman near Man-
hattan Avenue at 11:15 am when she 
suddenly threw bleach in his eyes. 

Emergency personnel took the 
man to Woodhall Medical Center 
for treatment. Cops charged the 
woman with assault.

Drink me
A scheming broad accompanied 

a man back to his Meeker Avenue 
hotel room on June 20, insisted he 
drink a strange substance, and then 
stole his watch.

The victim told police that he 
took the lady to his hotel room near 
McGuinness Boulevard at 5:30 am. 
The woman insisted that he drink a 
mystery potion along with his booze 
and he accepted it, the police report 
states. 

He passed out and woke up later 
to fi nd his watch gone, he told cops. 

Back shooter
Someone shot a teen in the back 

in what appeared to be a random at-
tack on Jackson Street on June 17.

The victim told police that he 
was near Kingsland Avenue at 5:30 
pm when someone suddenly shot 
him in the back. Emergency person-
nel took the victim to Woodhall Hos-
pital. 

Cops are checking surveillance 
cameras at the scene for clues.

Shelter confl ict
A man was arrested for attacking 

another man at a Clay Street men’s 
shelter on June 18, cops reported.

The victim told police that he 
was at the shelter near McGuinness 
Boulevard at 10:45 pm when he got 
into an argument with another ten-
ant. 

The alleged aggressor hit the vic-
tim several times with his cane, said 
cops, who charged the man with as-
sault. — Danielle Furfaro



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 26–JULY 2, 2015 9  DT

ADVENTUROUS

Beautiful days call for big fun at the beach. And Long Island Rail Road’s Getaway deals 
to Jones Beach, Long Beach and Fire Island make soaking up some sun easy, affordable 
and unforgettable! For details, visit “Deals & Getaways” at mta.info/lirr – and be sure to 
download our free Train Time® app for maps, schedules, fares, updates and more!

LONG BEACH
JONES BEACH
FIRE ISLAND

 #LIRR TM
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
It was an opening night to re-
member.

Edgy Dumbo performing 
arts venue St. Ann’s Ware-
house last Tuesday raised the 
curtain on its biggest produc-
tion yet — a massive new wa-
terfront theater.

Culture vultures gathered 
at the newly refurbished To-
bacco Warehouse on the edge 
of Brooklyn Bridge Park to get 
a sneak-peek of the space and 
catch musical performances 

from stars of stage and screen 
Alan Cumming and Cristin 
Milioti, former Police-man 
Sting, Glen Hansard of Irish 
band the Frames, and other 
big names, at the company’s 
annual fund-raising gala.

The theater has spent the 
last two years  transforming 
the empty shell of the his-
toric building into a perfor-
mance venue . The $30-million 
makeover includes a 700-seat 
playhouse, a smaller 105-seat 
performance space, and an 

open-air public garden — 
all housed within the ware-
house’s original Civil War-era 
brick walls. 

The theater’s chief said the 
company is thrilled with its 
new digs.

“We love the new space, 
and think it’s a fantastic addi-
tion to New York City,” said St. 
Ann’s artistic director Susan 
Feldman.

St. Ann’s has operated out 
of various Brooklyn venues 

CHEERS: (Left) Brooklyn Brewery founder Steve Hindy and his wife El-
len Foote check out St. Ann’s Warehouse’s new digs at the Tobacco 
Warehouse. (Center) The Brooklyn Bridge rises above the Dumo space. 
(Above) Developer Jane Walentas raises a glass to the new theater.
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

St. Ann’s new theater

718-646-GEM1(4361)

Ready for the Ultimate Car buying experience?
Gem Auto Leasing is happy to provide this free service 

to consumers and businesses to keep your 
auto buying experience fun and hassle free.

We Do The Work For You. 
Bring in our competitors price quote in writing 

and Gem Auto will beat it! 

OOOOONNNE SSTTOOOPPP SHHHOOPPIING - AAAAALLLLLLLLLL MMMMMAAAAAKKEES & MOODDDEELLSS

1809 Gravesend Neck Road
(Bet. E.18 & E.19 St.)
Brooklyn, New York 11229
Gemautoleasing@gmail.com
www.Gemautoleasing.com

“If You Dream It... 

  You Can

    Drive It.”

35+ Years 

Automotive 

Experience

Continued on page 18
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A TEAM RISING
IN BROOKLYN
2015-16 ISLANDERS FULL AND HALF-SEASON  

TICKET PLANS ARE ON SALE NOW FOR  
THE  INAUGURAL SEASON IN BROOKLYN

844.33.ISLES
barclayscenter.com

Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, 
OXFORD, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, ELDERPLAN, 
HORIZON and many others

age
43

age
48

Call Today
718.832.3313
skinworksny.com

Javier Zelaya, M.D.
254 Prospect Park West, Bklyn
136 West 17th Street, NYC
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI 
They’re model residents.

Seniors at Caton Park Nurs-
ing Home in Ditmas Park did 
their little turn on the catwalk, 
yeah, at the center’s annual 
fashion show on June 18. This 
is the 20th year the facility has 
staged the couture celebration 
and organizers say it may have 

been the best one yet.
“Each year it gets better 

and better,” said Aude Marie 
Laroche, the director of activ-
ity at the center, which is on 
Caton Road at Rugby Road. 
“They enjoy it so much and 
have so much fun.” 

Twenty-fi ve of the facility’s 
100 residents, aged between 

56 to 94, donned their fi nest 
duds and took to the runway 
in front of friends and rela-
tives. Laroche said the event 
was so warm and positive, she 
felt like a member of the fam-
ily, too.

“In my mind, I feel like I’m 
doing it from my grandma and 
grandpa,” she said.

CANE AND ABLE: (Left) Debra Rice struts her stuff at the Caton Park 
Nursing Home’s fashion show. (Center) The dashing Mulero Gonzalo 
marches in his suit with the help of Eni Pizzaro. (Above) Ampri Frances 
works the runway with some assistance by Aude Marie Laroche, the cen-
ter’s director of activity.  Photos by Steve Solomonson

They’re always in fashion

SENIORS
VOW to Make a Difference!

VALUING OLDER & WISER

New Yorkers
through volunteerism

Contact the NYC Department for the Aging’s (DFTA)
Volunteer Resource Center at (212) 602-4464

or visit NYC Service at nyc.gov/service
ServiceDepartment for

the Aging

FOLLOW US ON

ADOPT 
A PET

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 
25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

IN OUR HANDES RESCUE, FOR ANIMALS INC. &  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

e orgnimalleagueue oorgrgma eagnimalleaguee oorgrgrg •••• 551616 888838383 775575755551166 888888333 777555 5577755

Photo By Ellen Dunn

Smith Street Fair (I.O.H.R)

Corner of Smith St. & Union St.
Brooklyn, NY  11231
SUN JUN 28 • 11AM – 6PM

NYC Pets (F.A.I)
218 5h Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 
SUN JUN 28 • 12PM – 5PM

NYC Pets (F.A.I)
218 5h Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 
FRI JUN 26 • 12PM – 5PM

SSSSUUUUNNN JJJJUUUUNNN 2228888 •• MMM111222PPPMMM – 5555PPPMMM
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Have you Heard?

Passive Houses 
Windows & Doors

ARE THE MOST 
EFFICIENT IN THE 

WORLD

ALL INVITED TO OUR NEW WINDOW LEARNING CENTER AND SHOWROOM

FREE ESTIMATES

Serving the New York Tri-State Area for over 30 years
Solutions for Windows and Doors

Commercial | Residential | Architectural | Historical 

Call Us Today 1-800-337-1620

Email: info@windowfi xinc.com | Website: windowfi xinc.com | 335-347 38th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232

Call Us Today

BROWNSTONES OUR SPECIALTY

�������	
�����������������
����������������������

����������  

Walk-ins Welcome
All types of Dentistry

Open 365 days a year

Most major insurances accepted

No insurance? No problem! 
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GoDental365.com
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
They’re red, white, and 
through with elementary 
school!

The fi fth-grade class at PS 
6 in Flatbush celebrated its 
graduation to middle school 
with a ceremony on June 17, 
and the kids’ teacher said she 
couldn’t have been happier 
with her brood’s academic ad-
vancement.

“I felt like a proud parent,” 
said teacher Tatia Allen. “It 
felt good to see your students 
moving on to the next stage in 
their lives.”

The youths’ actual par-
ents and siblings said they 
were just as delighted to 
see their family members 
don red and white caps and 
gowns for the ceremony, 
which was held at nearby Er-

asmus Hall High School. 
“I was ecstatic,” said An-

toinette Campbell, whose sis-
ter Alexandra was one of the 
graduates. “It was a nice pro-
cess.”

The fi fth-graders aren’t the 
only ones who won’t be back at 
the Snyder Avenue institution 
next year — principal Ellen 
Carlisle is retiring, ending her 
11-year tenure at the school. 

I DID IT!: (Left) Shirleene Douglas lovingly kisses her daughter, the new 
graduate, Elica. (Center) Alexandra Campbell gets a warm hug from her 
older sister Antoinette. (Above) Brandon Dennison proudly holds up his 
diploma at PS 6’s graduation ceremony on June 17 at Erasmus Hall High 
School.  Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

Congrats to the grads

 Lutheran
A New Level of Care for  
Brooklyn’s Children:

Lutheran Now  
Welcomes
NYU Langone  
Medical Center  
Pediatric Specialists.

Lutheran now offers:

• Cardiology
• Endocrinology
• Gastroenterology

• Nephrology
• Pulmonology
• Rehabilitation Medicine

www.LutheranHealthCare.org     
To find a physician call 718-630-RxRx (7979)
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BY MAX JAEGER
Necessity is the mother of pretension.

In a desperate bid for leniency at his 
upcoming sentencing, tax cheat and 
former congressman Michael Grimm 
—  a man once caught on tape threat-
ening to throw a reporter off a bal-
cony —  gave the judge a note from his 
mommy. 

Even the woman who used to 
change his diapers admitted her boy 
made a boom-boom when he concealed 
from the tax man income from a res-
taurant he owned, but she asked that 
her only son be judged as an ordinary 
private citizen — rather than a former 
lawmaker and law-enforcement offi cer 
who should have known better.

“I am begging you to consider my 
son’s sentence based on his entire life, 
not just the one mistake and to make 
a sincere effort to ignore the politics, 
the speculation, and extreme negativ-
ity which have plagued the case be-
fore you,” mom Patricia Grimm wrote 
in a June 19 letter to Judge Pamela K. 
Chen. “My son certainly made a big 
mistake, and I strongly believe that he 
should be judged as any other restau-
rant owner would be, and has previ-
ously been, and not more severely be-
cause he later chose to dedicate his life 
to public service.”

But his mother’s plea to treat 
Grimm like a regular Joe fl ies in the 
face of efforts by his attorneys to play 
up his public service as a G.I. Joe. His 
lawyers submitted a copy of his honor-
able discharge from the Marine Corps 
alongside the plea from his mother.

 Grimm copped to tax fraud on Dec. 
23 in a plea deal  to avoid a trial an-
other 19 charges, including tax fraud, 
hiring undocumented workers, and 
lying under oath. 

 He stepped down on Jan. 5  — just 
weeks after the indicted legislator  sailed 
to re-election against former Coney Is-
land councilman Domenic Recchia . 

Grimm, an attorney and retired 

agent of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, lost his federal pension and 
could be disbarred for his crimes, ac-
cording to a letter he wrote to Chen. He 
faces up to three years in prison and a 
maximum fi ne of $100,000.

For their part, prosecutors say the 
former lawmaker, ex-Marine, and sea-
soned federal investigator should have 
known better.

“Grimm made the choice to go from 
upholding the law to breaking it,” said 
then-U.S. Attorney Loretta Lynch 
— now Attorney General — in a 2014 
statement announcing Grimm’s indict-
ment. “In so doing, he turned his back 
on every oath he had ever taken.”

Grimm’s sentencing is set for July 
17.

Disgraced Rep. Grimm’s mom asks 
judge for clemency at sentencing

MOMMY ISSUES: Tax cheat Michael Grimm 
had his mother write a letter to his judge 
pleading for leniency at his upcoming sen-
tencing. File photo by Steve Schnibbe

Mama’s ploy

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
A cyclist fatally collided with a truck 
in Flatbush on Monday morning, ac-
cording to a police report.  

Police investigators believe the 
57-year-old man was riding down 
Church Avenue near Ocean Avenue 
at 10:25 am, when he swerved into a 
box truck that was going the same 
direction, and was run-over by its 
rear wheels, authorities said. 

Police found the cyclist at the 

scene of the collision suffering from 
trauma to his body, a report said. 
Emergency responders then took 
the man to Kings County Hospital, 
where he was pronounced dead, po-
lice said. 

Cops say the truck driver re-
mained at the scene and no arrests 
have been made so far.

Officials have not yet released 
the victim’s name because his fam-
ily has not yet been notified.

Cyclist killed in collision 
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
The past and the future of video gam-
ing faced off at the New York City Ar-
cade 2015 show Downtown on June 18, 
where joystick jockeys had the chance 
to road-test both the classic arcade-
style games of yesteryear and the vir-
tual reality technology set to take the 
industry by storm in years to come.

On one side of New York University 
Polytechnic School of Engineering’s 
Game Center at MetroTech, tradi-
tionalists smashed buttons on cabinet 
games that harkened back to 8-bit ti-
tles like “Asteroids” and the original 
“Super Mario Bros.” Across the room, 
a separate crowd tested out the video 
games of tomorrow, strapping on gog-
gles to immerse themselves in “Tron”-
like worlds.

One player, who got his fi rst taste of 
virtual reality at the expo, said he was 
fi rmly on team new-school. 

“Since it’s my fi rst contact with 
virtual reality, I think it’s a pretty big 
deal,” said Dan Brandao. “I don’t think 
you can get this from anywhere else.” 

The Game Center, which is part of 
the Tisch School of the Arts’ game de-
sign school, offers classes on game de-
velopment and design, and is also a 
hub for gaming nights, competitions, 
and conferences. 

Last Thursday’s show featured 85 
games from up-and-coming local inde-
pendent developers, and creators said 
the event was as much about showing 

off their latest works as hobnobbing 
with other movers and shakers in the 
scene. One fi rst-time developer said he 
was blown away to see how many great 
games are being made in the city right 
now.

“We’re just really psyched to start 
fi nding out about the indie-game de-
velopment community here in New 
York,” said Paul Hiam, a student at 
the Tisch School of the Arts, who at-
tended the event to show off  a custom 
arcade cabinet  that he designed with 
two friends. 

Joystick division!
Retrograde & futuristic video games 
face off at Downtown arcade expo

OUT OF MY WAY!: Crowds gather around arcade cabinets at the New York City Arcade 2015 
exhibition at New York University’s Game Center on June 18. Photo by Joseph Altobelli

STEP RIGHT UP!: Paul Hiam shows off his 
fi rst game, ‘Space … Woah.’ 
 Photo by Joseph Altobelli

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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fewer cars in the park since his days 
as a city councilman. “We’re creating 
safe zones for kids to play in, for bik-
ers, for joggers, for everyone to know 
that they will be safer and they can 
enjoy the park in peace.”

Transit honchos say they’re con-
fi dent the closure will not result in 
rush-hour traffi c jams in surround-
ing neighborhoods — about 200 cars 
an hour travel through West Drive 
when it is open, which nearby streets 
should be able to absorb with minimal 
headaches, said Transportation Com-
missioner Polly Trottenberg. 

DeBlasio announced the change 
in conjunction with a similar plan 
for Manhattan’s Central Park, a large 
swathe of greenery in the middle of 
the island.

Community activists have  for years  
demanded the city ban traffi c from 
New York’s premier parklands. Tran-
sit advocates welcomed the news, but 
said they won’t stop fi ghting until both 
parks are 100-percent car-free.

“As we celebrate this great mile-
stone today, we also look forward to 
the day when both parks are com-
pletely car-free, and we will continue 
our advocacy work until that hap-

pens,” said Paul Steely White, execu-
tive director of anti-car group Trans-
portation Alternatives.

Continued from cover

CAR-FREE HOURS

LET MY PARKS FREE: Mayor DeBlasio de-
clares Prospect Park’s West Drive car-free 
at a press conference on June 18. East Drive 
will remain open for two hours on weekday 
mornings. Photo by Paul Martinka

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization
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To Nervous & Anxious 
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Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

for the past 35 years, but the Tobacco 
Warehouse is its fi rst permanent, 
purpose-built home. The company 
fi rst started in 1980 at the Church of 
St. Ann and the Holy Trinity on Mon-
tague Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
where it stayed for 21 years. In 2001, it 
moved to an old spice-milling factory 
warehouse at the corner of Water and 
Dock streets in Dumbo, then relocated 
nearby to the corner of Jay and Plym-
outh streets in 2012.

Over the years, its various itera-
tions have hosted musical perfor-
mances by Lou Reed, Nick Cave, Da-
vid Bowie, and Joe Strummer, and 
theater shows from famed avant-
garde troupe the Wooster Group, the 
Coen Brothers, and London’s Royal 
Court Theatre.

The company will offi cially open 
the new playhouse in November with 
a production of Shakespeare’s “Henry 
IV” featuring an all-female cast, in-
cluding renowned British actress Har-
riet Walter. On the bill for next year 

is Tennessee Williams’s “A Street-
car Named Desire” featuring “The X-
Files” star Gillian Anderson, the New 
York premiere of acclaimed British ac-
tor Mark Rylance’s 2013 comedy “Nice 
Fish,” and the latest edition of the the-
ater’s annual boundary-pushing pup-
petry festival “Labapalooza!” 

The recent renovation has been rel-
atively uneventful, but the project has 
been a lightning rod for controversy in 
the past. The Tobacco Warehouse was 
formerly part of a federally-protected 
park, which the state  rezoned  in 2010, 
handing control of the building to the 
city, which  promptly announced  St. 
Ann’s as the new tenant. Community 
groups and preservationists railed 
against the lack of transparency in 
both the rezoning and the selection 
process and the project was  stalled in 
court  for several years, until the var-
ious parties  fi nally settled the suit in 
2012 .

As part of its deal with the city, St. 
Ann’s will cover the costs of maintain-
ing the space in exchange for a 30-year 
lease at the bargain-basement price of 
zero dollars, with an option for an ad-
ditional 20 years. 

Continued from page 10 
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Caribbean Life, the largest publication 
reaching New York’s Caribbean community, 

would like to thank the sponsors of the 

2015
Caribbean American Healthcare Awards
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-
sculpting procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to 
continue your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing 
the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases into the 

interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxification. The 
ZERONA® procedure was proven through a double-
blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo controlled 
study in which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, 
and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

REDUCE FAT... REMOVE INCHES...
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and 
keep them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS
When: Tuesday, July 7 at 6:15pm

Tuesday, July 14 at 1:15pm
and Tuesday, July 28 at 6:15pm  

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Talk about a slice of heaven!

Park Slopers fl ocked to Sev-
enth Avenue on Sunday for the 
annual Seventh Heaven Street 
Fair, and the local edibles up 
for grabs along the street had 
one faithful foodie on cloud 
nine.

“I look forward to it every 
year, especially to eat through-
out the whole festival,” said 
Park Sloper Alexis Bosco, who 
said her favorite treat was a 
sausage with peppers, followed 
closely by a Nutella, banana, 

and strawberry crepe.
Bosco, who has been com-

ing to the 41-year-old street 
fair since its early beginnings, 
said she also loved catching 
up with friends and neighbors 
while strolling the 23 blocks 
between Flatbush Avenue and 
18th Street.

“You always manage to meet 
somebody that you haven’t 
seen in forever,” she said.

Younger fair-goers also en-
joyed rides and face-painting, 
and one tyke had a particu-
larly great time jumping on 

the bouncy house, according 
to her mom.

“She loves street fairs and 
it makes her happy,” said Mi-
chelle Backer, whose 5-year-
old daughter Juliette also loved 
sampling pink lemonade.

Backer said watching her 
daughter enjoy the fair brought 
back memories of her own days 
growing up in the borough.

“It makes me feel nostalgic 
for my childhood,” she said. 
“That’s one thing I love about 
it the most. It’s just nice to be a 
part of that.” 

Slopers enjoy divine delicacies 
at Seventh Heaven Street Fair

IN HEAVEN: (Left) Fair-goers of all ages stroll down Seventh Avenue 
during the festival and take in the sights. (Center) Mikayla and Patrick 
Alfarano have a blast on the King Kong ride. (Above) Devoted fair-goer 
Alexis Bosco loves the sausage and peppers. Photos by Arthur De Gaeta
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S trength training might 
once have been the realm 
of hulking males aiming 

to build as much muscle as 
possible, but active adults now 
recognize that strength train-
ing is benefi cial to men and 
women alike. In fact, strength 
training can be especially 
benefi cial to women, helping 
them develop and maintain 
strong bones and thereby re-
ducing their risk for osteopo-
rosis, a medical condition that 
affl icts more women than men 
and is characterized by weak 
or brittle bones. 

Though women over 50 are 
most susceptible to osteoporo-
sis, women of all ages can ben-
efi t from strength training. 
Those who are unfamiliar 
with such exercise may be hes-
itant to dive right in for fear 
of injury or due to the some-
times intimidating nature of 
strength training sections at 
fi tness centers. But the follow-
ing tips should help women 
overcome any such fears as 
they adapt to fi tness regimens 
that include regular strength 
training.

Work with a trainer ini-

tially. Strength training is 
great for the body, but women 
who have never before lifted 
a weight might want to em-
ploy the services of a personal 
trainer until they are comfort-
able enough to go it alone. Per-
sonal trainers can ensure you 
are performing exercises cor-
rectly and not in a way that 
can cause injury. In addition, 
trainers can answer any ques-
tions you might have and help 
you establish strength train-
ing goals.

Begin with light weights. 

When starting a strength 
training regimen, use lighter 
weights, only increasing the 
weight once you are confi dent 
you have the motion of an ex-
ercise down pat and need a 
greater challenge. If you don’t 
want to add too much weight, 
you can increase the number 
of reps so your workout stays 
challenging.

Expect some soreness, 

but take stock of any aches 

and pains. You should expect 
to feel some moderate soreness 
after your fi rst few strength 
training sessions. That sore-
ness likely stems from your 

body never before engaging its 
muscles in the way strength 
training does. But any persis-
tent aches and pains should 
be taken seriously. It’s impor-
tant to take note of where the 
pain is coming from, which 
can indicate whether or not 
you are performing exercises 
correctly. For example, your 
shoulders should not be in-
fl amed or aching during or 
after a biceps workout. If they 
are, your form is probably 
off and you should consult a 
trainer to help ensure your 
form is correct and you are 
not risking injury.

Work the entire body. 

Adequate strength training 
targets various muscles in 
the body, not just the arms. 
Women should make sure 
their strength training regi-
mens include exercises for 
their shoulders, back, chest, 
arms, and legs. Focus on one 
or two muscle groups each 
workout.

Spice things up from 

time to time. Many people 
eventually grow bored with 
their strength training regi-

A s men and women age, 
many take steps to im-
prove their overall 

health. These steps can be as 
simple as cutting back on din-
ner portions or as signifi cant 
as joining a gym and commit-
ting to an exercise regimen.

One of the best things 
men and women can do to im-
prove their health, as well as 
their quality of life, as they 
age is to protect their bones. 
Though some are aware of 
the importance of protecting 
their bones, which weaken as 
the aging process progresses, 
leaving older adults suscepti-
ble to fractures, many might 
not know that protecting 
their bones is quite simple. 
What’s more, many of the 
roughly two million bone 
fractures caused by osteo-
porosis, a medical condition 
in which the bones become 
brittle from loss of tissue, are 
preventable. Men and women 
who heed the following tips 
to help protect their bones 
can reduce their risk of frac-
tures as they age.

Get your calcium and vi-

tamin D. Calcium and vita-
min D promote bone health, 
and many people are aware 
of those effects. However, a 
2005 study published in the 
Journal of Clinical Endocri-
ology found that 52 percent of 
postmenopausal women on 
osteoporosis treatment had 
insuffi cient levels of vitamin 
D, despite being told by their 
doctors to take both vitamin 
D and calcium. If your diet 
does not include adequate vi-
tamin D, which can be found 
in fortifi ed dairy products, 
egg yolks, and fi sh, then vita-
min D supplements can help 
meet your needs. Calcium 
can be found in a variety of 
products, including forti-
fi ed cereals and juices, dark 
leafy greens like broccoli, 
almonds, and a host of dairy 
products.

Visit your physician. 
Few people might know 
that bone health is actually 
measurable. A bone density 
screening can assess your 
bone health, while FRAX, 
an online tool developed by 
the World Health Organiza-
tion, evaluates a individu-
al’s risk of fracture based on 

a host of factors, including 
age, weight, height and your 
medical history. FRAX mod-
els give a 10-year probability 
of fracture, which can help 
prevent injuries down the 
road for those people whose 
risk might not be immediate. 
The National Osteoporosis 
Foundation recommends all 
women begin receiving bone 
density screenings at age 65. 
However, women with addi-
tional risk factors, includ-
ing smokers, those with low 
weight or a thin frame, fam-
ily history of osteoporosis, 
late onset of menstrual peri-
ods, and a history of anorexia 
or bulimia, should consult 
their physician about screen-
ings regardless of their age.

Get out and exercise. Ex-
ercise is another great way to 
protect your bones. Unless 
you suddenly embrace com-
petitive weightlifting, exer-
cise won’t increase your bone 
density, but it will help you 
maintain the bone density 
you already have. Something 
as simple as walking can 
help maintain bone density, 
as can other weight-bearing 
activities like jogging. 

Cardiovascular weight-
bearing activities can be cou-

One of the best things men and 
women can do to improve their 
health, as well as their quality of 
life, as they age is to protect their 
bones. 

Strength training might be most often associated with men, but women can benefi t from lifting weights in the 
immediate future and for years to come.  

Strength-training 
tips for women

Simple ways to 
protect bones

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health
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The More You Know: at NYM, Advanced 
Screening Techniques for Birth Defects

At NYM, fetal cell-free 
DNA testing is now allow-
ing expectant parents to get 
answers to crucial questions 
about their child’s prena-
tal development in a single 
blood test. The breakthrough 
method is highly accurate, 
is performed in the first few 
months of pregnancy, and 
can dramatically reduce 
the need to rely on previous, 
more invasive tests for chro-
mosomal abnormalities.

“For years, expectant 
parents had limited op-
tions if they wanted to know 
whether their baby would be 
born with Down syndrome, 
Edwards’ syndrome or other 
chromosomal disorders,” 
said Natan Haratz, M.D., 
medical director of the Ad-
vanced Women’s Imaging 
and Prenatal Testing Cen-
ter at NYM. “For example, a 
mother-to-be could undergo 
a test such as amniocentesis 

or chorionic villus sampling 
to determine if her baby 
was at risk for developmen-
tal disabilities. But these 
procedures, while effec-
tive, are also invasive and 
carry a small risk of miscar-
riage, which might serve as 
a deterrent to an otherwise 
valuable test. However, if 
she chose to forgo testing, 
it would mean nine months 
of uncertainty and stress. 
By eliminating the risk of 
complications, fetal cell-free 
DNA testing can ensure that 
expectant mother can get 
the answers she wants in 
one, risk-free step.”

Fetal cell-free DNA test-
ing can be performed as 
early as ten weeks into a 
woman’s pregnancy, and has 
been proven to be more ac-
curate than standard blood 
tests at predicting Down 
syndrome, Edwards’ syn-
drome (which can cause se-

vere developmental delays), 
and other common chromo-
somal disorders which can 
cause  stillbirth and physi-
cal abnormalities. In addi-
tion, sex chromosomes (x 
and y chromosomes) can be 
analyzed during fetal cell-
free DNA testing, allowing 
parents to know their child’s 
gender far earlier than can 
be determined from an ul-
trasound examination.   

“The availability of fetal 
cell-free DNA testing does 
not mean that no other pre-
natal tests will be necessary 
for an individual baby,” cau-
tions Dr. Haratz. “While 
it screens for many major 
chromosomal disorders, 
different tests may still be 
required to check for other 
conditions. But this addition 
allows us to give expectant 
mothers an excellent option 
to get information about 
their baby’s health before 

birth where, previously, the 
only option was an invasive 
procedure. Peace of mind 
about chromosomal disor-
ders for expectant parents is 
now just a simple blood test 
away.”

For more information 
about prenatal testing ser-
vices at NYM, visit www.
nym.org and enter “Ad-
vanced Women’s Imaging” 
into the search engine, or call 
718.780.5799.

T he skeletal system is a fas-
cinating component of hu-
man anatomy. While the 

hard, outer structure of the sys-
tem that comprises the bones 
and keeps the body upright and 
protects organs may get plenty 
of attention, some people are 
less informed about the other 
role bones play in health.

Bone marrow basics
Bone marrow is nestled in-

side of the collagen, calcium 
and other minerals that give 
bones strength and fl exibil-
ity. Unlike the hardness asso-
ciated with bones, marrow 
is actually a soft, spongy tis-
sue. Bone marrow is active in 
newborn babies and children, 
meaning it is always produc-
ing new marrow cells. This is 
what helps children to grow. 
By the time a person reaches 
young adulthood, much of the 
marrow inside of the bones 

stops producing new cells. 
However, in adults, active mar-
row still can be found inside of 
the spine, hips, shoulder bones, 
ribs, breastbone, and skull.

The University of Califor-
nia San Francisco Benioff 
Children’s Hospital says bone 
marrow manufactures bone 
marrow stem cells, which pro-
duce the various blood cells 
that help the body to thrive. 
Bone marrow produces red 
blood cells that carry oxygen 
to tissues in the body. Platelets 
help blood clot in order to stop 
bleeding and promote healing 
of injuries. White blood cells 
are essential to fi ghting infec-
tions and are a main compo-
nent of the immune system. 
Among white blood cells, neu-
trophils and macrophages fi ght 
bacterial and fungal infections 
by essentially “eating” germs. 
B-Lymphocytes make proteins 
that attach to the surfaces of 

infection-causing microbes. 
T-Lymphocytes engulf and de-
stroy pathogens directly. 

Blood cells do not live very 
long inside of the body, which 
is why marrow continually 
produces all three types of 
blood cells. Bone marrow pro-
duces approximately 500 bil-
lion blood cells per day.

Bone marrow 
donation

Diseases such as myeloma, 
aplastic anemia, lymphoma, 
and leukemia occur when 
bone marrow is compromised 
and cannot work properly. 
People diagnosed with such 
conditions will be in need of 
a bone marrow donation as a 
best chance of survival.

A matching donor must be 
found before a bone marrow do-
nation, known as an allogeneic 
transplantation, or ALLO, can 
be made. Because bone mar-

row produces unique markers 
on the proteins of white blood 
cells called human leukocyte 
antigens, not all bone marrow 
can be donated to everyone, 
much in the way not all people 
can receive every type of blood. 
Therefore, the American Soci-
ety of Clinical Oncology says a 
successful bone marrow trans-
plant requires the donation of 

near-perfect, human leukocyte 
antigens (HLA) bone marrow. 
This prevents rejection of the 
marrow and further illness. 
HLA typing involves a special 
blood test to look for matching 
markers.

Siblings typically offer the 
highest chance of a match for 
donors. Parents and children 
are less likely to match. 

Inside bones is a spongy material known as bone marrow, which pro-
duces all of the blood cells the body needs to operate effectively. 

What is bone marrow’s 
role in the body, anyway
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The Institute for Orthopedic 
Medicine and Surgery 

pled with strength train-
ing, which recent studies 
have found may improve 
bone mineral density, 
something that could 
delay the onset of osteo-
porosis and reduce your 
risk of fracture. A gym 
will likely have all of the 
strength-training mate-
rials you will need, but 

you can also purchase 
some hand weights or 
additional resistance 
training products to en-
sure your bones are get-
ting adequate exercise. 
Consult a physician be-
fore beginning an exer-
cise regimen, especially 
if you have recently had 
a fracture.

More information 
about protection your 
bones is available at 
www.nof.org.  

mens. Women can spice 
up their regimens by 
adding repetitions and 
lowering weights every 
four to six weeks or rou-
tinely looking for new 

muscle-specifi c exer-
cises to replace exercises 
that have grown boring.

Strength training 
might be most often as-
sociated with men, but 
women can benefi t from 
lifting weights in the im-
mediate future and for 
years to come.  

STRENGTH

BONES

O steoporosis, a dis-
ease that causes 
bones to become 

weakened and brittle 
over time, affects mil-
lions of people across the 
globe. The International 
Osteoporosis Founda-
tion says an osteoporo-
sis-related fracture oc-
curs roughly once every 
three seconds, account-
ing for more than 8.9 mil-
lion fractures a year.

Younger individuals 
typically heal from frac-
tures more quickly than 
older adults, who often 
discover that fractures 
greatly impede their mo-
bility and quality of life. 

Bone health is impor-
tant at any age, but it is 
particularly crucial as a 
person gets older. With-
out a strong framework 
of bones, the body col-
lapses on itself and rates 
of fracture increase. 
Fortunately, there are 
several ways to keep and 
maintain strong bones.

Bones are largely 
made up of a protein 
called collagen, which 
is bound together by cal-
cium and other trace 
minerals. Vitamin D and 
calcium work in concert, 
with vitamin D helping 
the body to absorb cal-
cium so it can fi nd its way 

into bones. Experts ad-
vise getting the right ra-
tio of calcium, protein and 
vitamin D to safeguard 
against osteoporosis. 
The Institute of Medicine 
suggests that adults get 
between 600 and 800 in-
ternational units (IUs) of 
vitamin D every day, and 
between 1,000 and 1,300 
milligrams of calcium 
daily. Dairy products, 
such as low- and nonfat 
milk, yogurt and cheese, 
are high in calcium. Dark 
green vegetables and al-
monds contain calcium 
in smaller amounts. Ob-
taining calcium and vi-
tamin D through natural 
sources is always prefer-
able, but doctors may sug-
gest supplementation if 
foods are not providing 
what a person needs to 
meet the minimum rec-
ommended levels.

Exercise is another 
important component of 
building strong bones. 
The National Osteopo-
rosis Foundation says 30 
minutes of exercise each 
day can help. Higher-in-
tensity exercises should 
be mixed with lower-
intensity workouts for 
the best results. Weight-
bearing exercises, such 
as hiking, dancing and 
stair-climbing, can build 

between 1 and 3 percent 
of bone. An exercise regi-
men also should include 
lifting weights or using 
resistance bands. 

Activities that pro-
mote good posture and 
fl exibility can help im-
prove balance and align-
ment of the body. Per-
form stretches smoothly 

Bone health is important at any age, but it is particularly 
crucial as a person gets older.

and slowly after exer-
cising to maintain your 
range of motion.

Quitting smoking 
also can promote strong 
bones. Smoking has been 
linked to poor skeletal 
health in both men and 
women, and the longer 
one smokes, the greater 
one’s risk for fracture.  

Build and maintain strong bones
 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Continued from page 21 

Continued from page 21 
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LATE

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 26–JULY 2, 2015 25  DT

Continued from page 25 

JUMPLINE

said Joel Drucker. “It is not a require-
ment.”

But the residents say the stand-
alone units are unreliable and don’t 
keep the rooms consistently cool, mak-
ing it diffi cult to sleep. 

“It’s noisy and parts of the apart-
ment are hot,” said 93-year-old An-
neMarie Mogil, of the window unit 
meant to chill her dwelling. “Some-
times at night, I feel that I’m perspir-
ing. It’s not comfortable.”

And the residents claimed that the 
central air conditioning had already 
been turned on for the administrative 
offi ces on the building’s second fl oor, 
according to a lawyer for the tenants, 
who said it was proof the landlord was 
just being cheap and cruel by refusing 
to share the system.

“It seems petty for the owner to 
suddenly switch off the AC in a selec-
tive way,” said Aurore DeCarlo of the 
Legal Aid Society.

The judge ordered Deitsch to turn 
on the central cooling that day, but res-
idents’ family members said a mainte-
nance worker did not show up until 
Tuesday evening and the cold air did 
not really start fl owing until Wednes-
day morning. 

The nursing home’s inhabitants 
and their loved ones say Deitsch’s cen-
tral air suppression is just the latest 
blow in an ongoing campaign to harass 
the elderly tenants out of the building 

so he can sell it to developers.
Deitsch  fi rst tried to close the facil-

ity in March  last year, after an invest-
ment fi rm  offered to buy the building 
from him for $76 million . The old-folks 
home gave its 120-odd residents three 
months to leave, but a handful of se-
niors refused to go, and their angry 
relatives sued Deitsch and the state, 
claiming such a hasty closure plan 
was illegal and inadequate.

The court  ordered Deitsch to keep 
the building open for the seven — for-
merly nine — holdouts until the law-
suit is settled, and to continue pro-
viding the services laid out in their 
leases . But the residents and their 

families claim he has  instead been 
cutting amenities — serving shoddy 
meals, dimming hallway lights, and 
reducing staff  — while jacking up 
their rent, to drive them out and cover 
the high costs of keeping the nine-
story building open for so few people.

Saitta in April  appointed an out-
side caretaker  to seize the reins of the 
facility to ensure the residents were 
being properly cared for, but  both 
Deitsch and the state have refused to 
cover the temporary administrator’s 
operating costs , and he has still not 
taken up the post, say the residents’ 
lawyers. Saitta on Monday ordered 
Deitsch to cough up two months of the 

caretaker’s expenses by the next hear-
ing on June 30.

Residents and their families will 
also take to the witness stand for the 
fi rst time on Tuesday to give fi rst-
hand accounts of the hardships they 
say they have faced under the current 
management.

In the meantime, the seven tenants 
— whose ranks include a Holocaust 
survivor and a centenarian — say 
it will take more than a little heat to 
force them out of their homes.

“They’re going to have to carry me 
out,” said Alice Singer.

Deitsch’s attorney did not return 
calls for comment.

Continued from cover

SENIORS

RAISING THE HEAT: (Left) AnneMarie Mogil, one of the seven remaining seniors at Prospect Park Residence, is sticking around despite the 
uncomfortable heat in her room. (Right) One of several signs pledging the return of central air conditioning. Photos by Jason Speakman

Great rates like ours are always in season.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

24-Month CD

1.25%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

*New money only. APY effective April 2, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an 
existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 6/26/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888
           MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2009 Ford Flex, 69k A14526 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 6/26/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$17,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'11 HONDA ODYSSEY

35k miles, Stk#4830

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
 ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 

 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
          MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!
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To the editor,
I have been using Marine Park 

for most of my life, and still do today. 
It is beautiful, and this time of the 
year it is in full swing. 

Little Leaguers are out there 
playing baseball, the basketball 
courts are full, tennis courts are be-
ing used, runners and skaters are 
out, people are walking their dogs, 
and cyclists are riding their bikes. 
The children’s playground is full of 
kids, cricket and soccer players are 
playing their games, and people are 
sitting on benches, chatting, think-
ing, and enjoying all of this activity.

Marine Park would even be bet-
ter if there was more garbage pails 
around, if everyone picked up after 
their dogs and themselves, if there 
were a few portable potties around 
for the summer season, if people kept 
their dogs leashed, if Sunday morn-
ing softball league players wouldn’t 
use foul language, if people who rent 
those bikes that hold up to six people 
would stay in the correct lane and 
go the right way, and if we all just 
abided by a few simple rules to make 
our park a beautiful and safe place 
to spend quality time.

Cronin Miller
Midwood

To the editor,
As a senior citizen, I know that 

our reflexes and vision are not as 
sharp as younger people’s. However, 
I do not think that regularly test-
ing all drivers of any age, as Elliott 
Abosh suggests, would be finan-
cially or otherwise feasible or nec-
essary (“Driver’s Ed,” Sound Off to 
the Editor, June 12). 

I do not drive, but I have seniors 
friends, who are excellent drivers. 
However, many drivers do need to 
have their vision and reflexes tested 
regularly as they age. My late father 
was one of them. He insisted upon 
driving in his 70s, although his vi-
sion was deteriorating and he was 
in the early stages of Alzheimer’s. 
He was never called in for testing 
by the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles until he had an accident. It was 
very fortunate that nobody was hurt 

or killed, but he finally gave up his 
license. Therefore, I know that as 
drivers age it is important that they 
have regular vision and, possibly, 
neurological checkups, as Abosh 
suggests.

I have two suggestions that 
might help older drivers, as well as 
others. One, improve the service on 
Access-A-Ride and other means of 
transportation for seniors who can’t 
drive or no longer wish to drive. No 
senior who can no longer climb sub-
way stairs should have to choose 
between driving himself or herself 
through dangerous city streets or 
waiting an hour or more for an Ac-
cess-A-Ride that may or may not ar-
rive at all. The city must provide ad-
equate, and prompt, transportation 
for all seniors who need it.

My second suggestion is for desig-
nated parking spots for seniors who 
can still drive, but cannot walk 10 
or 12 blocks from the nearest park-
ing space to their senior center or 
their doctor’s office. My center does 
not have parking for miles unless 
you arrive at 6 am. I have friends 
who arrived at the center at 9 or 10 
am for morning classes and had to 
turn around and go back home be-
cause they could not find parking. I 
think senior drivers should be given 
placards, as are the handicapped, 
and should have parking places re-
served for them near senior cen-
ters, doctors’ offices and clinics, and 
shopping malls.

Senior citizens are constantly be-
ing advised to get out and keep ac-
tive in order to improve our mental 
and physical functioning. It is the 
responsibility of the state and city 
governments to make sure that all 
seniors have the means of getting 
where they want and need to go in a 
safe and timely fashion.

Elaine Kirsch
Gravesend

To the editor,
Pope Francis’s encyclical on cli-

mate change has highlighted the 
message of mass destruction and 
extinction that environmental-
ists have been screaming about for 
years, but which often got lost in sci-
entific language. Pope Francis made 
this message clear for common folk 
to understand. 

I call on our political leaders do 

the right thing. This, in particular, 
is addressed to Gov. Cuomo. He has 
been committed to bailing out coal 
plants, despite their emissions of 
global warming gases. In addition, 
these plants poison the air that sur-
round them, leading to lung disease 
and asthma. This does the opposite 
of what Gov. Cuomo promised to do: 
protect New York citizens. He can 
bring truth to his original oath of 
service by shutting down these coal 
plants. 

I hope the Pope’s encyclical 
brings us better days.

Makayla Comas 
Flatbush

To the editor,
I run on the Boardwalk every day. 

I am a university professor teaching 
politics, not a conspiracy theorist, 
but you’ve got to wonder if someone 
is not being paid off, why would the 
Parks Department destroy the ma-
jestic Boardwalk?

It’s not enough that they commis-
sioned hideous bathrooms that look 
like the Starship Enterprise shut-
tle crafts hitched onto rat mazes. 
Now, they want to turn our beloved 
Boardwalk into a concrete driveway. 
Where is Mayor DeBlasio? He is sup-
posed to be the people’s mayor. Why 
is he letting something near and 
dear to beach-goers be destroyed?  

Norman Finkelstein
Brooklyn

To the editor,
How creative and generous of 

the Parks Department to reach out 
and partner with artists, furniture 
makers, jewelers, and most recently 
with the city of Milan, and provide 
them with our Boardwalk’s wood. 
Now if they could only seem to value 
and maintain the Boardwalk we al-
ready have here, what a blessing 
that would be.

However the management of our 
Boardwalk by the Parks Department 
has for many years been character-
ized by a lack of care for the entity 
itself, as well as by a lack of caring 
about what the people who live here 
think or want. There has been little 
to no appropriate maintenance pro-
vided, to the point that whole sec-
tions have become dangerous. The 
initial and major damage is due to 
their own heavy vehicles which they 

refuse to run on the beach. Any al-
ternative suggestions are dismissed 
by them out of hand.

Their final solution to their vex-
ing problem of how to have and 
maintain a real boardwalk, that is, 
one made of wood — which almost 
all other boardwalk communities 
throughout the country have not 
been similarly perplexed by — is to 
deal it a final death knell by turning 
it into a concrete-and-plastic night-
mare. Their explanations — when 
they decide to provide any, since 
they rarely answer inquiries — are 
marked by half truths and disingen-
uousness. Their claim, for example, 
that no suitable alternatives to their 
chosen materials exist, has been 
shown to be false. There are black lo-
cust wood  and sustainably sourced 
rainforest wood to name but two. 
Let them call around and see what 
other boardwalks are using rather 
than sending off our wood to con-
struct a boardwalk in Milan!

They claim that they need a con-
crete path for emergency vehicles, 
when, as was pointed out in your ar-
ticle, no such vehicles ever go on the 
Boardwalk. As to their claim that 
concrete is more resilient in a major 
storm, they need to be reminded that 
the Boardwalk is not a storm barrier, 
and that whatever material is used 
will likely be destroyed. Let them 
look at the remnants of the concrete 
esplanade that used to extend from 
Brighton Beach to Manhattan Beach 
that was destroyed and smashed a 
hole in the nearby apartment build-
ing during Hurricane Sandy.

Since the Parks Department 
clearly lacks the will and the vi-
sion to conserve and maintain our 
Boardwalk, and since it treats our 
local community residents as pari-
ahs, inviting them to comment on 
their conversion process after it is 
underway, let’s keep our Boardwalk 
and replace the Parks Department’s 
management of it with a Board-
walk Conservancy, since it is a city 
agency whose only desire and capa-
bility it seems, is to destroy it!

Cindy Chalet
Brighton Beach

To the editor,
Enough with the circus. Just save 

what is left of our Boardwalk.
Clare Kopel

Brooklyn

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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s you fantasize about 
getting yourself the very 
coolest, hippest, newest 

gadget on the block — an Ap-
ple Watch, that is — pause for 
a moment to consider the per-
spective of the stunned and 
shaken Bradley Johnson. 

Johnson is a director at Ad-
vertising Age magazine, the 
bible of the marketing busi-
ness (and a place I worked eons 
ago), who recently set himself 
a kind of crazy task. He would 
look through 85 years of is-
sues to search for “The begin-
ning of everything” — every-
thing being technological that 
changed the way we commu-
nicate. 

The idea was to create a 
special issue of the magazine, 
which he did. It was so fasci-
nating, I called him up to hear 
more. What did the technolo-
gies look like as they emerged? 
Who saw the promise? Who 
changed with the times? And 
what can Apple learn from Ze-
nith?

Oh please, dear reader. 
You’ve never heard of Zenith? 
That’s like never having heard 
of MySpace!

Zenith began as a radio 
company in the 1920s. It intro-

duced the first portable radio 
in 1924. In the ’50s, it started 
making televisions, and in the 
’60s, it made color television. 
To own a Zenith was to own 
the classiest gadget around. It 
gave you bragging rights.  

Meantime, RCA — as in Ra-
dio Corporation of America — 
was right there, too. 

“Both those brands made 
the jump from radio to televi-
sion,” says Johnson. He spent 

days reading old articles about 
their incredible foresight and 
brilliant marketing. “Yet fast-
forward and Zenith is techni-
cally now owned by LG and 
RCA is —” he paused. “I don’t 
know if it’s even a factor in the 
consumer electronics market. 
The kings today are Samsung, 
LG, and to a lesser extent, 
Sony.” 

Somewhere along the way, 
the early giants lost their 
mojo.

And how about IBM? Sure, 
it is still a huge company and 
I loved watching Watson kill 
on “Jeopardy,” but it isn’t the 
juggernaut it was in ’60s. As 
Johnson looked over the old 
ads from that era, “The most 
beautiful tech advertising that 
I came across was for the IBM 
electric typewriter. The hot 
product at the time was the Se-
lectric — the typewriter with 
the ball element in it, the pin-
nacle of typewriters. If you’re 
an executive and you have 
that sitting on your secretary’s 
desk in the ’60s, that’s a sign of 
success,” says Johnson.

The machines were so sleek 
and iconic, IBM’s print ads for 
them were simple: Show the 
object, light it well, and wait 

for the orders to flood in. In 
fact, they reminded Johnson 
of ads for Apple. 

Unstoppable, unbeatable 
Apple. 

These days you can still 
sometimes find a Selectric at a 
garage sale.

If the companies were 
caught flat-footed over and 
over, was there anyone who 
truly understood where tech-
nology was taking us?

Turns out there was: An ad 
exec named E.B. Weiss, who 
wrote a column in Ad Age in 
the ’50s and ’60s.

“I was not familiar with 
Weiss,” says Johnson. But 
reading those old issues of the 
magazine, “I was stunned by 
his prescience.”

In his 1960s column, Weiss 
actually wrote that someday, 
“It will be possible to commu-
nicate with anyone, anywhere, 
at any time, by voice, sight or 
written message — instanta-
neously. All information will 
be instantly recorded — in-
stantly retrievable.”

Johnson’s jaw dropped as 
he read more Weiss: “Ulti-
mately, individuals equipped 
with miniature television 
transmitter-receivers will 

communicate directly with 
one another worldwide, using 
personal channels similar to 
today’s personal telephone — 
and just as simply.”

Weiss also told the Mad 
Men of the hippie era that tele-
vision, books, and magazines 
will be “converted into identi-
cal bits of energy for transmis-
sion over any distance,” and a 
“home console” will allow peo-
ple to perform “functions that 
previously could be performed 
only in the business office.” 

Weiss was in his 60s in the 
’60s, and saw almost exactly 
where we were going.

Zenith, RCA — and let’s not 
forget Kodak — did not.

Oh, they had a good run. 
The kind Apple — and Face-
book, and Uber, etc., etc. — 
are enjoying now. But some-
day, maybe around 2115, some 
curious historian may paw 
through dusty posts from the 
days when folks read blogs 
(how quaint!) and have to 
Google (or whatever they’ll 
be doing by then) to find out: 
“What’s Apple?” 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and founder and 
writer of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.

n an world dominated by 
skyrocketing tuitions and 
onerous student loans, the 

Latino Leadership Institute 
stands out in being able to pro-
vide a superlative education to 
young people who would oth-
erwise not be able to afford it 
— for free.

That’s right, free.
The organization, which 

pays the City University of 
New York for the space it oc-
cupies, does not charge for 
the excellent instruction it 
provides in that space. Every-
one there, including the in-
structors — featuring noted 
experts like election lawyer 
Jerry Goldfeder — donates his 
or her considerable skills and 
expertise.

In this day, age, and city, 
this is nothing short of a small 
miracle. 

Led by New York politico 
and visionary Jaime Estades, 
the institute was started in 
1999 and has continued build-
ing in influence through the 
years, turning out graduates 
that have gone on to success-
ful careers in politics and 
community organizing in 
New York and throughout the 
country.

Although its mission state-
ment says the organization ex-
ists “to empower Latinos and 
other minorities by increas-
ing their participation in the 
democratic process,” Estades 
is quick to point out that it is 
no longer a Latino-only acad-
emy.

“More than half of the stu-
dents each year are white, Af-
rican-American, and Asian 
combined,” he said. 

Much has been made lately 
by politicians and pundits 
alike of the growing political 

importance of Latino voters 
in elections. According to the 
Pew Research Center, the La-
tino demographic in America 
has grown six-fold since 1970 
and, in fact, Asians and Lati-
nos are now the fastest rising 
demographic groups in the 
country. 

In an important develop-
ment for U.S. cities, nation-
ally, Latinos are displacing 
African-Americans as the 
dominant urban minority. 
Recently, a pollster for presi-
dential candidate Sen. Marco 
Rubio was said that the GOP 
must top 40 percent with La-
tinos to win the White House 
in 2016.

In short, there has never 
been a better time for the La-
tino Leadership Institute and 
others like it to be educating 
young minds and preparing 
them for the political and so-
cial justice battles of the fu-
ture.

One shining example is re-
cent graduate Sandra Hughes 
O’Brien, who garnered  2.1 
million votes statewide to be-
come the first Latino elected 
to the Wayne State University 
Board of Governors. 

“Currently, I am in the 

third year of my eight-year 
term,” she said. “The Latino 
Leadership Institute played a 
huge part in my winning.”

So it was no surprise to 
me when, in Lower Manhat-
tan a couple of weeks ago, an 
event took place heralding 
the institute that has also pro-
duced such notable New York 
movers as Shaun D. Francois, 
President Local 372; Marvin 
Holland, Political Action Di-
rector TWU Local 100; An-
thony Perez, Executive Direc-
tor, Bronx County Democratic 
Party; and CUNY Dreamers 
Monica Sibri, Jazmin Cruz 
and Ana Guillcatanda.

One by one, local politi-
cal luminaries took the stage 
and spoke passionately of the 
positive impact that this re-
markable organization and 
its leader have had on politics 
and leadership in New York. 

Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Gale Brewer, Bronx Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz Jr., 
Congressman Charles Rangel, 
Assemblywoman Rebecca Sea-
wright, Assemblyman Keith 
Wright, Anthony Wells, Pres-
ident Local 371, John Samu-
elsen, President TWU Local 
100 and many others, all spoke 

of the commitment to the edu-
cation of budding young lead-
ers in the areas of Public Pol-
icy, Electoral Politics, Ethics, 
Latino History and more. 

The Institute has had many 
success stories like this one 
and they all lead to one inevi-
table conclusion: While it may 
be Sen. Marco Rubio, Sen. Ted 
Cruz, and others who are the 
political influencers in this 
generation, it will almost cer-
tainly be Jaime Estades’ La-
tino Leadership Institute and 
others like them who will be 
developing the young leaders 
who will shape America in the 
next generation. 

Moments to savor are rare 
in politics and indeed, even 
when contemplating the fu-
ture of our country sometimes, 
but when I think about the La-
tino Leadership Institute and 
other organizations like it, I 
get the feeling that America’s 
future just might be in good 
hands after all.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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By Danielle Furfaro

We took this art at its word.
A series of sculptures titled 

“Please Touch the Art” recently 
arrived in Brooklyn Bridge Park. Created 
by Danish artist Jeppe Hein, the interactive 
artwork is scattered from Empire Fulton 
Ferry by the Manhattan Bridge to Pier 
6, near the base of Atlantic Avenue. The 
Public Art Fund, who installed the work, 
encourages people to seek out and inter-
act with the 16 “modified social bench-
es,” a water sculpture called “Appearing 
Rooms,” and “Mirror Labyrinth NY,” a 
collection of mirror-polished steel planks. 

We sent reporter Danielle Furfaro to 
touch the art.

I ventured to Brooklyn Bridge Park on 
a hot, sunny afternoon to check out “Please 
Touch the Art,” a series of sculptures that 
encourage people to interact with them. 
The 18 installations are spread throughout 
the piers of the park and create stunning 
visual interplays with the lush grass and 
waves of water around them. But the visu-
als are only part of the story. Each piece 

begs to be played with or climbed on.
First stop: the social benches! Each 

bench feels the same: hard, painted metal 

that is surprisingly cool to the touch.  They 
are not terribly comfortable for sitting, but 
they are fun to look at. The bright orange 

benches bend and swoop erratically and 
fold into themselves.

I settled first on “Modified Social 
Bench #6,” which is shaped in a figure 
eight. The arrangement meant that I found 
myself staring directly at the man sitting 
on the opposite side of the bench. The 
bench may have tried to force me to be 
social, but feeling far too awkward, I got 
up and looked for the next piece. Further 
down the park I discovered “Modified 
Social Bench #3,” a six-foot mountain of 
a bench, with only a tiny space to sit at its 
summit. I tried to climb, but I could get 
neither grip nor foothold on it, and kept 
sliding back onto the ground. 

“Appearing Rooms” is the most inter-
active of the pieces, and certainly the 
most popular. It is a large square block, 
on which jets of water pop up suddenly to 
arrange various rooms with liquid walls. 
On a weekday afternoon, it was filled with 
screaming children, so my overall impres-
sion of the piece was “wet” and “loud.” 
Standing on the grid, I tried to guess 

Interactive sculptures lure us to Brooklyn Bridge Park

Hands-on 
experience

A slippery slope: The bends of “Modified Social Bench #3” beg to be climbed, but reporter Danielle 
Furfaro found it impossible to get a foothold. Photo by Jason Speakman

Twisted sitter: The pretzel shape of “Modified 
Social Bench #6” can lead to awkward encounters 
with the person sitting opposite. James Ewing

Continued on page 34
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By Max Jaeger

His life is on display.
An artist who has occupied a 

storefront studio on Park Slope’s 
trendy Fifth Avenue for almost two 
decades looks back on his life’s work 
with a retrospective exhibit and 50th 
birthday party on June 27. The painter 
and mixed-media artist began keeping 
irregular hours at his storefront, which 
advertises “studio is open by appoint-
ment and by luck,” back in 1999. Since 
then, property values have skyrocketed 
in the hot ’hood, where retail rents can 
average $15,000 a month. But he has 
managed to make a living and pay his 
rent on time, despite only taking walk-
ins in the early evening and late at night 
— all very much to his own surprise.

“By all rights, I shouldn’t still be 
here,” said Jonathan Blum.

Blum never planned to do his 
painting in a storefront, but some 
sage advice from a real estate broker 
changed his mind.

“You know that line from ‘The 
Graduate’? ‘ Plastics ’?” Blum said, 
referring to the scene where a busi-
nessman gives the young protagonist 
advice on a burgeoning job market. 

“Well... ‘Storefronts,’ ” said Blum.
Since then, Blum has become a 

fixture on Fifth Avenue, painting 
portraits of people and pets, crafting 
custom Judaica, mashing up one-of-a-
kind monoprints, and teaching locals 
to do the same, said a local musician.

“He’s very involved with the Fifth 
Ave. [Business Improvement District] 
and his artwork has been displayed on 

lampposts along the avenue,” said Park 
Slope native and music-maker Amelia 
Robinson. “He teaches low-cost art 
classes. There are a lot of lives that 
he’s touched, and I think that is a true 
testament to him.”

Blum’s retrospective will feature 
art he has made over his three-decade 
career, which began in his native 
Washington D.C. 

“I’m literally borrowing paintings 
from all over the country,” Blum said. 
“I was surprised that people were 
so happy to have their pieces in the 
show.”

Some musicians are helping Blum 
ring in a half-century, too. Robinson’s 
band Mil’s Trills, jazz cats Michael 
Bates’ Northern Spy, and klezmer 
rockers Sway Machinery will keep 

crowds dancing.
After 16 years keeping Park Slope 

colorful, Blum says he has no plans 
to leave his storefront. And a fellow 
Slope artist contradicted Blum’s claim 
that he no longer belongs in the gentri-
fied neighborhood.

“By all rights he should be here,” 
said artist Nashemia Billups. “He gives 
the neighborhood credibility.”

Jonathan Blum Studio Storefront 
Shop [285 Fifth Ave. between First and 
Second streets in Park Slope. www.jon-
athanblumportraits.com, (718) 499–
0199]. “50 Years of Jonathan Blum: A 
Retrospective” at Shapeshifter Lab [18 
Whitwell Pl. between Carroll and First 
streets in Gowanus, www.shapeshifter-
lab.com, (917) 855–6564]. June 27 at 7 
pm. Free.

By Eric Faynberg

All the world’s a stage, and 
all these men and women are 
equal players.

An outdoor production of 
Shakespeare’s “Henry IV, Parts 1 and 
2” will bow on June 30 with a female 
actor in the major role of Prince Hal, 
son of Henry IV. One man in his time 
plays many parts, and the Smith Street 
Stage theater company cast 13 actors 
into the play’s 65 parts without regard 
to how they fill a codpiece.

Those behind the play say they 
were not interested in changing the 
spirit of the play, just showing audi-
ences that there is no one right way to 
tell a story.

“Gender wasn’t going to factor 
in to casting no matter what play 
we did,” said Joby Earle, the show’s 
director. “Audiences are really smart. 
The country as a whole is examining 
what the idea of gender really means. 
Gender is quite fluid. It means a lot of 

different things.”
The actor in the role of Prince Hal 

says she never imagined she would 
have the chance to play the part.

“I’ve worked on Hal’s mono-
logues and scenes before, mostly just 
for fun or to feed my creative self,” 
said Hannah Sloat. “People do all 
sorts of things to Shakespeare. This 

is just another way for audiences to 
take it in.”

One of the play’s major themes is 
the troubled relationship between the 
king and the prince, but Sloat said that 
the strength of Shakespeare’s writ-
ing — and some good advice from 
Earle — gives her the confidence to 
deliver her half of the dramatic father-
son dynamic.

“These characters are so rich and 
full that they have the ability to speak 
for themselves,” Sloat said. “Joby 
reminded me that as actors, we are 
constantly playing characters different 
than ourselves. This is just another 
version of that.”

“Henry IV” in Carroll Park [Smith 
Street between Carroll and President 
streets in Carroll Gardens, www.smith-
streetstage.com]. Part 1 on June 30, 
July 8, 10, and 16 at 8 pm. Part 2 on 
July 1, 9, 15, and 17 at 8 pm. Both plays 
back-to-back on July 2, 11–12, and 
18–19 at 6:30 pm. Free.

By Allegra Hobbs

They make the sound of silents.
A collective of Brooklyn musicians will add 

a live, heavy metal-influenced soundtrack to a 
silent film version of “Snow White” at a pair of perfor-
mances this weekend at Nitehawk Cinema. The screen-
ing is part of the theater’s Live Sound Cinema series, 
which invites bands to re-score visually stunning films, 
from vintage silent favorites like “Metropolis” to con-
temporary cult classics like “Mad Max.” 

This weekend’s selection is “Blancanieves,” a silent, 
black-and-white re-imagining of Snow White set in 
1920 Seville, with the heroine as a bullfighter. The 
film’s shadowy tone is a perfect match for the music of 
Black Lodge, said the group’s organizer.

“It’s a really dark but beautiful film,” said Geoff 
Gersh, the composer and guitarist at the helm of the 
collective. “I think it’s a great twist on the Snow White 
story. Just visually, it was beautiful.”

Gersh’s first love is heavy metal, but his influences 
are wide-ranging, drawing inspiration from jazz and 
blues legends along with metal heavyweights like 
Mogwai and Godspeed You! Black Emperor. The 
upcoming screenings of “Blancanieves” will feature a 
more mellow, ambient score, he said. 

The artistic challenge of giving the film a new life is 
one that Gersh couldn’t resist, even though he says that 
the Spanish feature was near flawless in its silent state.

“When I do this stuff, it’s not that I think I can do a 
better job,” said Gersh. “It’s almost like doing a cover 
song. I have a different take on it, and it’s amazing to 
have that outlet at Nitehawk to take these movies and 
try something different with them.”

The program director at Nitehawk says the goal of 
the series is to pioneer new artistic experiences for 
moviegoers. 

“This is not a novelty thing — it’s really about 
elevating the film,” said John Goods. “It’s about taking 
something people might know, or not know, and mak-
ing a different experience out of it.”

This is not Gersh’s first time creating music to 
complement evocative images — he has scored origi-
nal films and collaborated with dancers and painters. 
Throwing his riffs into the mix with the Nitehawk 
series was an obvious step, he said.

“I love creating music for anything visual — be it 
dance, film, or other images,” he said. “Rescoring films 
just seems like a natural fit for me.”

“Blancanieves” with Black Lodge at Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Avenue between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, www.nitehawkcinema.
com, (718) 384–3980]. June 27–28 at 11:45 am. $16.

A metal-influenced band 
scores silent ‘Snow White’

Slope arts anchor schedules a career retrospective

Prince among men: Hannah Sloat plays 
Prince Hal in Smith Street Stage’s gender-
blind production of “Henry IV,” opening on 
June 25 in Carroll Park.  Chris Montgomery

Black and white: This 2012 Spanish adaptation of Snow White, 
“Blancanieves,” will get a live soundtrack from Black Lodge this 
weekend at Nitehawk Cinema.  Cohen Media Group

Happy accidents: (left) Over the last 16 years, serendipity has united countless people with 
portrait painter Jonathan Blum. The artist often uses religious imagery and has painted 
scores of rabbis and frames for Jewish marriage contracts.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Silent riffing

OPEN BY LUCK

All that may become a man
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RATED #1 
DINER IN BROOKLYN

BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING ON PREMISES
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)DINER & RESTAURANT

Congratulations 
GRADUATES OF 2015!

Some Samples From Our Menu:
‘PPA CUMINCIARI / APPS

N’ZALATE / SALAD
N’ZALATA DI CAROTE

MACCARUNA / PASTA

I SECUNNI / ENTREES

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 

Plan your Special Occasion with us!
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Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Book of Numbers” by Joshua Cohen

Verily, the era of the Great 
Internet Novel is upon us! Not 
just e-books, or web fiction, but 
sprawling stories investigating 
how we mediate our online and 
off-line lives. Ribald, toothy, and 
lyrical, Joshua Cohen’s “Book of 
Numbers” stands as the stron-
gest yet in the style. Through 
a labyrinth of doppelgangers, 
government surveillance, and 
writerly woe, Cohen’s book 
investigates the ways tech-
nology is changing how we 
think, how we write, and how we 
live. And for my bitcoins, Cohen is writing some of 
the most plugged-in and punchy sentences around.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh Ave. 
between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Unfortunates” by Sophie McManus

Do you need to like your family in 
order to love them? That is what the 
characters in this book are trying 
to figure out. This is a story about 
a dysfunctional elite family and 
their entitled son, who is attempt-
ing to stage a horrendous opera 
that nobody likes and the family 
is embarrassed by. Meanwhile, 
the family matriarch is facing 
her own mortality, and her ill-
ness puts her son’s life into a 
tailspin, causing him to lose 
the little control he had over 
himself. The family begins to 
unravel in very public and unsettling ways, 
which of course makes for a rich reading experience! 

— Rebecca Fitting, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “The Sculptor” 
by Scott McCloud

Despite pouring all his time and 
talent into his art, sculptor David 
Smith just cannot find a break 
and is well into a downward spi-
ral. When all seems lost, David 
shares a meal with a familiar 
face who offers him the deal of 
a lifetime: the amazing ability 
to sculpt any material into any 
shape he imagines — but if 
he accepts the gift, he only 
has two hundred days to live. 
McCloud takes this seem-
ingly simple premise and 
knocks it clear out of the park. A perfect 
example of the whole being greater than the sum of its 
parts.

— Jasper Abano, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

which jets would erupt next, but 
I was mostly busy dodging tiny 
children. Later in the summer, I 
can see overheated Dumbo office 
workers stopping here to cool off.

The mirror labyrinth, a spiral 
maze constructed of dozens of 
double-sided mirror shards, was 
the most fun for me. Stepping into 
it was like visiting an alternate 
universe where distance, size, and 
shape are perpetually changing. It 
was a bit dizzying, but also very 
inspiring. I walked around the 
interior several times, but with 
flashing reflections of the grass, 
sky, and other visitors, it was 
impossible to tell what was where, 
or even where I was. The only 

mundane portion was the muddy 
ground, which will probably be 
even muddier on wet days.

“Please Touch the Art” at 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. www.brook-
lynbridgepark.org. “Appearing 
Rooms” on display until Sept. 28, 
all other art until April 17, 2016. 

By Max Jaeger

Free movies, a very education-
al happy hour, and a whole 
lot of rock are waiting for 

you in Bay Ridge this weekend.
Talk about shot for teacher! 

On Friday, school is out for sum-
mer, and The Pour House (7901 
Third Ave. between 79th and 80th 
streets) is throwing a party for the 
area’s hard-working pedagogues. 
But you do not have to be a teacher 
to enjoy the drink specials. Glass 
is in session as soon as school dis-
misses, so don’t be tardy.

Then, stumble over to the 
Narrows Botanical Garden 
(Shore Road between Bay Ridge 
Avenue and 72nd Street) for a 
free screening of the 1989 John 
Candy classic “Uncle Buck” at 
8:30 pm. In the flick, a family 
entrusts wacky uncle Buck Russell 
(Candy) to watch their kids for the 
evening — the greatest idea ever, 

second to showing free movies at 
the garden.

Saturday is supposed to be a 
rainy one, so try to stay dry — and 
wet only your whistle  — by stay-
ing inside at some of the neighbor-

hood’s best watering holes.
It is a color-themed match made 

in heaven when rockers Out of 
the Blue play at Red, White, and 
Brew (8910 Fifth Avenue between 
89th and 90th streets) at 4 pm.

Get to the Greenhouse Cafe 
(7717 Third Avenue between 77th 
and 78th streets) by 10 pm to catch 
Brit-pop and garage throwback 
maestros the Windsor Terrors. 
These guys have been around the 
block a hundred times and they 
still know how to rock, so go show 
them some love.

You saw him in Out of the 
Blue, now see him solo on Sunday 
— Max Christopher will play at 
Schnitzel Haus (7319 Fifth Avenue 
between 73rd and 74th streets) at 4 
pm.

Then gambol back over to 
Greenhouse Cafe to catch croon-
ers Tommy Andersen and Mary 
Ellen at 6 pm.

Water wall: Children play in “Appearing Rooms,” a water sculpture that is part of the “Please Touch the Art” exhibit. 
  Photo by Jason Speakman

Bay Ridge heats up for summer!
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Continued from page 31 

Through the looking glass: “Mirror Labrynith NY” is like stepping into another 
world, as reporter Danielle Furfaro found out. Photo by Jason Speakman

HANDS-ON
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MARDI GRAS
MIDWOOD

38TH ANNUAL

STREET FAIR
JUNE 28, 2015

ARI BAUMANN ORCHESTRA MAGIC SHOW! 

VENDOR SPACE AVAILABLE. For information, call 718-444-6028. Sponsored by the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce.  
Thank you to our supporters: Apple Bank for Savings, Dime Savings Bank, and the Midwood Civic Action Council. Produced by Meteor Festivals. 

12-6 PM  |  AVENUE M, EAST 13TH STREET–OCEAN AVENUE  |  FREE ADMISSION  |  RAIN OR SHINE

FDNY FIRE SAFETY EXPERIENCE CHALLENGE THE CHESS MASTER 

A  J E W I S H  T R A G E D Y
Written By & Starring BRAD ZIMMERMAN

8TH SMASH
MONTH!

Mon 7pm, Fri 7pm, Sat 2 & 7pm, Sun 2pm • $45 Mezzanine • $60 & $65 Orchestra • $99 VIP 
TWO DRINK MINIMUM (Drinks start at $6 per)

Stage 72 - Triad Theatre
158 West 72nd St., New York City

Box Office: 212-868-4444 • Groups (12+): 212-400-6800
MySonTheWaiter.com

“Delicious! Distinctly Original and  
Powerfully Poignant. Great Comedy!”  

“LIKE BILLY CRYSTAL’S 700 SUNDAYS!” 
– Jewish Week

“EASILY THE FUNNIEST SHOW TO HIT OFF-BROADWAY!” 
– The Forward

“LAUGH YOUR TUCHAS OFF!” 
– Huffington Post 

              

“I’VE HAD
THREE GREAT

OPENING ACTS
 IN MY LIFETIME: 

BILLY CRYSTAL, 
GARRY SHANDLING, 

AND 
BRAD 

ZIMMERMAN.”
– Joan Rivers

 Full Service Travel Agency
 Bus Charters - 24 or 56 seats 
 Cruises & Vacation Packages
 International Airline Tickets

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net5 Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 5
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 Tours to Choose From

NEED A GETAWAY?

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

SAT, JUNE 27
MUSIC, CONTEMPO-

RARY COLOR: Fea-
turing David Byrne, 
Nelly Furtado, How to 
Dress Well, Dev Hynes, 
Kelis, Nico Muhly and 
Ira Glass, St. Vincent, 
Tune-Yards, Lucius, and 
Money Mark and Ad-
Rock. $30–$85. 7:30 
pm.

SUN, JUNE 28
MUSIC, CONTEMPORARY 

COLOR: See Saturday, 
June 27. $25–$85. 7:30 
pm.

MON, JUNE 29
MUSIC, BETTE MIDLER: 

$47.50–$312.50. 7:30 
pm.

TUE, JUNE 30
MUSIC, IMAGINE DRAG-

ONS, METRIC: $29.50–
$69.50. 7:30 pm.

THURS, JULY 9
COMEDY, KEVIN HART: 

$49.50–$200. 7 pm.

FRI, JULY 10
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$34.50–$184.50. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 11
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$34.50–$184.50. 8 pm.

SUN, JULY 26
MUSIC, NICKI MINAJ: 

$40–$145. 7 pm.

TUE, AUG 11
MUSIC, YES AND TOTO: 

$45–$95. 7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 12
MUSIC, MOTLEY CRUE: 

$39.50–$149.50. 7 pm.

SUN, AUG 23
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $30.50–$530.50. 
7:30 pm.

MON, AUG 24
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NGIHT RAW: $25.50–
$130.50. 7:30 pm.

SAT, SEP 12
MUSIC, SCORPIONS, 

QUEENSRYCHE: 
$47.50–$149.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 19
MUSIC, MADONNA: 

$45.50–$360.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 26
MUSIC, ARIANA 

GRANDE: $35.50–$695. 
7:30 pm.

WED, OCT 7
MUSIC, DOCTOR WHO 

SYMPHONIC SPECTAC-
ULAR: $50.50–$140.50. 
3 pm and 7:30 pm.

THU, OCT 8
MUSIC, MARC ANTHONY 

AND CARLOS VIVES: 
$76.50–$232.50.  8 pm.

TUE, OCT 13
MUSIC, THE LEGEND OF 

ZELDA — SYMPHONY 
OF THE GODDESSES 
MASTER QUEST: 
$44.50-$97.50.  8 pm.

SUN, NOV 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOCKEY PRESENTS 
NOTRE DAME VS. 
UCONN AND ARMY 
VS. BENTLEY: $35–
$185. 11:15 am.

 TUE, NOV 10
THEATER, DISNEY ON 

ICE CELEBRATES 100 
YEARS OF MAGIC: 
$15–$125. 7 pm.

WED, NOV 11
 THEATER, DISNEY ON 

ICE CELEBRATES 100 
YEARS OF MAGIC: 
$15–$125. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, JUNE 26
ART, “BRAIN STORM”: A 

salon-style display of vi-
sual artist and designer 
Dave Rittinger vast range 
of work and ideas. $60. 
10 am–10 pm. BRIC Arts 
Media House [647 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 683–
5621], www.bricartsme-
dia.org. 

ART, “BROOKLYN SEWERS 
 — WHAT’S UP DOWN 
THERE?”: A look at the 
creation of the Brooklyn 
sewer system through 
a historical look at four 
corners of Kings County: 
Flatlands, Bushwick, Coney 
Island, and Fort Greene. 
$10, museum admission. 
Noon–5 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

ART, “OTTO NEALS: An Ar-
tistic Legacy”: Celebrate 
the creative works of artis-
tic giant Otto Neals with 
a retrospective exhibition 
housing over seven de-
cades of works in fi ve me-
diums created by painter, 
sculptor, and printmaker 
Neals, curated by Dr. 
Myrah Brown Green. Free. 
1–5 pm. Tabla Rasa Gal-
lery [224 48th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 833–
9100], www.TablaRasaGal-
lery.com. 

ART, “AFROS: A Celebra-
tion of Natural Hair”: An 
exhibition of photographs 
by artist Michael July cel-
ebrating natural hair. Free. 
2–7 pm. House of Art Gal-
lery (408 Marcus Garvey 
Blvd. between Halsey and 
Macon streets in Bedford-
Stuyvesant), www.hoagal-
lery.com. 

DANCEWAVE’S BROOKLYN 
SUMMER SWING!: A free 
social dance class for all 
ages. Free. 5:30–6:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

THEATER, “DEMERARA 
GOLD”: In this staged 
reading of her new play 
“Demerara Gold,” play-
wright Ingrid Griffi th por-
trays 18 characters while 
reliving her immigration 
from Guyana to the United 
States. $15. 7 pm. South 
Oxford Space [138 S. Ox-
ford St., between Hanson 
Place and Atlantic Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 346–
6591], www.niaproduc-
tion.org. 

THEATER, DARK WONDER-
LAND: The Green-Wood 
Historic Fund and MAPP 
International Production 
presents a nighttime fes-
tival of music, dance and 
theater marking the 150th 
anniversary of Lewis Car-
roll’s “Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland.” $25. 
7:30pm–10:00pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-
wood.com. 

MUSIC, MISSION OF 
BURMA: With special 
guests. $25. 8 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.

roughtradenyc.com. 
MUSIC, DESTRUCTION 

UNIT, VANITY, SHRED-
DED NERVE, LIVE DRUM 
PUNISHMENT: $12 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Palisades 
[906 Broadway at Stockton 
Street in Bushwick, (201) 
214–7444], www.pali-
sadesbk.com. 

MUSIC, F----- UP, DOOMS-
DAY: $15. 8 pm. The Wick 
[260 Meserole St. at Bush-
wick Place in Bushwick, 
(347) 799–1049], www.the-
wicknyc.com. 

MUSIC, RELE OUNTÒ, 
THE SECOND ANNUAL 
FRISNER AUGUSTIN ME-
MORIAL DRUM FESTI-
VAL: Rele Ountò (Call the 
Drum Spirit) celebrates 
the power and beauty of 
Haitian roots drumming by 
presenting some of New 
York City’s fi nest Haitian 
drummers and percussion-
ists. $18. 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

DANCE, “WAKE UP AND 
SMELL THE COFFEE”: This 
eco-friendly dance proj-
ect by Vangeline Theater 
raises awareness about 
global warming and coffee 
trash. $16. 8 pm. Triskelion 
Arts [106 Calyer St., be-
tween Clifford Place and 
Banker Street in Green-
point, info@triskelionarts.
org], www.vangeline.com. 

MUSIC, MYKKI BLANCO, 
PSYCHO EGYPTIAN, 
VIOLENCE, AMNESIA 
SCANNER: $12. 11:59 pm. 
Palisades [906 Broad-
way at Stockton Street in 
Bushwick, (201) 214–7444], 
www.palisadesbk.com. 

SAT, JUNE 27
THEATER, “A USO CAN-

TEEN”: This musical show 
from the Brooklyn Theater 
Wing for Seniors benefi ts 
the Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect. $10 ($5 for children). 
3 pm. Soul Cafe at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church 
(7420 Fourth Ave. at Bay 
Ridge Parkway in Bay 
Ridge). 

THEATER, MAGMANUS: 

Swedish circus company 
Magmanus Company that 
combines circus skills, 
humor, and audience inter-
action to present a show 
with Bollywood juggling, 
unique teeterboard acro-
batics, and a high fl ying ac-
robatic grand fi nale. Free. 
4 pm and 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park (334 Furman 
St. at Middagh Street in 
Dumbo), www.cityparks-
foundation.org.

MUSIC, OSHUN, PRINCESS 
NOKIA, MAL DEVISA: $10 
($8 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
C’mon Everybody (325 
Franklin Ave. at Clifton 
Place in Fort Greene). 

MUSIC, RICH MEDINA: $10 
($8 in advance). 10 pm. 
C’mon Everybody (325 
Franklin Ave. at Clifton 
Place in Fort Greene). 

BROOKLYN CYCLONE’S 
TAKE YOUR BASE 5K: A 
fi ve-kilometer run starting 
at MCU park and ending 
at home plate, benefi t-
ing Fostering Change for 
Children, a local non-profi t 
dedicated to helping chil-
dren and families in the 
child welfare system. $60. 
9 am. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

SUPERHERO WEEKEND: Put 
on your capes and explore 
your super powers in this 
all day, all weekend event. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 10 am–5pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

MOBILE ADOPTION CEN-
TER: Animal Care and 
Control will be at Petco, 
Bensonhurst with great 
cats and dogs looking for 
loving homes. Includes 
vaccinations, spay and 
neuter, a pre-registered 
microchip, an identifi cation 
tag, and a certifi cate for a 
free initial exam at a par-
ticipating veterinarian. free 
to attend, adoption fees 
range. noon–4 pm. Petco 
(2601 86th St., at Stillwell 
Avenue in Bensonhurst). 

I FISH NY: Come explore the 
creatures of the sea with a 
fi shing clinic and meet the 
oysters who live in our park 
and clean our waters. Free. 
2–4 pm. East River State 
Park [90 Kent Ave. at N. 
Eighth Avenue in Williams-
burg, (917) 727–9761], hu-
manimpactsinstitute.org. 

SUMMER CELEBRATION: A 
free family event with live 
music, free food, games 
and prizes, an obstacle 
course, face painting and 
more. Hosted by Corner-
stone Church. Free. 4–7 
pm. Shore Road Park [95th 
Street at Shore Road in 
Bay Ridge, 917–453–5219], 
www.cornerstonebayridge.
org. 

COMEDY, DANIEL TOSH: 
“Tosh.0” comedian Dan-
iel Tosh comes to Kings 
Theatre on his Great 
Nor’easter Tour of 2015. 
$60. 6 pm and 9 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush 
Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

ART, TAG-A-WATER-TOWER: 
What Brooklyn symbol is 
more iconic than a water 
tower tagged with graf-
fi ti? Create a personalized 
tower by customizing a 
Boundless Brooklyn water 
tower in this ‘drink and 
draw’ class led by artist 
Robert Plater. $15. 7:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

SUN, JUNE 28
THEATER, PLATEA THEATER 

PROJECT: Presented by 
BAM and Stoops Bed-Stuy, 
a short theater perfor-
mance by the Platea The-
ater Project that will recur 
throughout the day. Free. 
Noon–5 pm. Garden of 
Hope (392 Hancock St. be-
tween Marcus Garvey Bou-
levard and Throop Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant), 
www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “A USO CAN-
TEEN”: 3 pm. See Satur-
day, June 27. 

THEATER, MAGMANUS: 4 
pm and 7 pm. See Satur-
day, June 27. 

MUSIC, MANNEQUIN 
PUSSY, KAL MARKS, IAN, 
DEAD TENANTS: $7. 8 
pm. Palisades [906 Broad-
way at Stockton Street in 
Bushwick, (201) 214–7444], 
www.palisadesbk.com. 

MUSIC, LITTLE BLACK EGG 
BIG BAND: Yo La Tengo 
& Friends: $22-$30. 8 pm. 
Pioneer Works [159 Pio-
neer St. between Imlay and 
Conover streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–3001], 
pioneerworks.org. 

CARIBBEING’S HERITAGE 
FILM SERIES: Film screen-
ings from two Carib-
bean fi lmmakers: Doubles 
with Slight Pepper (Ian 
Harnarine, 2011, 16 min.) 
Pan! Our Music Odyssey 
(Jérôme Guiot, 2014, 80 
min.). Each is followed by 
a talkback with the fi lm-
maker. $16 ($10 students 
and seniors). 2 pm at 
Brooklyn Museum, 3rd 
Floor. [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

Enter the Dragons: Rock band Imagine Dragons swoops into 
Barclays Center for a red-hot concert on June 30. 
 Associate Press / Diane Bondareff

The wiener’s circle: Champions Joey Chesnut and Miki Sudo will 
defend their titles on July 4 at Nathan’s Famous Hot Dog Eating 
Contest, the greatest sporting event ever devised by mankind. 
 Photo by Paul Martinka
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MOVIE TRIVIA: Six rounds, 
including famous movie 
quotes, not so famous 
movie quotes, and Nicolas 
Cage quotes. Free. 8:30 
pm. Videology (308 Bed-
ford Ave. at S. First Street 
in Williamsburg), www.vid-
eology.info. 

WED, JULY 1
NATURE TOTS: Budding 

scientists 5 years and 
younger learn about living 
and non-living things. Free 
with museum admission. 
11:30 am and 2:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

SENIOR BRAIN & BODY EX-
ERCISES: Free workshop 
for seniors, focusing on 
both mental and physical 
exercises. Free. 2 pm. Park 
Slope Senior Center [463A 
Seventh St. at Seventh Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
832–3726]. 

BRAIN AND BODY EXER-
CISE: For those 60 and 
older. Free. 2 pm. Park 
Slope Senior Center (463a 
Seventh St. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in 
Park Slope), www.park-
slopeseniorcenter.org. 

MUSIC, SWINGTIME BIG 
BAND: Shimmy back to the 
1930s with the Swingtime 
Big Band, a 20-piece or-
chestra playing music that 
all the hepcats can shake a 
leg to. Dance lessons start 
at 6:30 pm. 7 pm at Central 
Library’s Plaza [10 Grand 
Army Plaza at Flatbush Av-
enue and Eastern Parkway 
in Prospect Heights. Free.

FILM, RIC BURNS DOCU-
MENTARY SCREENING: 
Weekly screening of a fi lm 
by American fi lmmaker 
and writer Ric Burns. Free. 
7:30 pm. The Diamond 
[43 Franklin St. between 
Calyer and Quay streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
5030]. 

THEATER, “HENRY IV” PART 
TWO: This rendition of 
Shakespeare’s play “Henry 
IV” features a cast of ac-
tors and actresses chosen 
to play roles regardless of 
their gender. Presented by 
Smith Street Stage. Free. 
8 pm. Carroll Park [Smith 
Street between President 
and Carroll streets in Car-
roll Gardens, (917) 912–
2852], www.smithstreet-
stage.org. 

BOTTOMS, A BUNCH OF 
DEAD PEOPLE, LOVE 
SPREAD: $12. 8 pm. Baby’s 
All Right [146 Broadway 
between Bedford and Dri-
ggs avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–5800], 
www.babysallright.com. 

COMEDY, THE BIG TERRIFIC 
COMEDY SHOW: Standup 
comedy, hosted by Max 
Silvestri. Free. 8 pm. 
Cameo Gallery [93 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–1180], 
www.cameony.net. 

THURS, JULY 2
SENIOR TAI-CHI: Free Tai-

Chi class for seniors. Free. 
11 am. Park Slope Senior 
Center [463A Seventh St. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 832–3726]. 

TAI-CHI: For those 60 and 

SHORE AND BIRDING: Rang-
ers guide you to the best 
place to view the wildlife. 
For older children. Free. 10 
am–11 am. Salt Marsh Na-
ture Center [3302 Avenue 
U in Marine Park, (718) 
421–2021]. 

SUPERHERO WEEKEND: 10 
am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
June 27. 

PIER KIDS: The Wildlife The-
ater presents Polar Op-
posites. Free. 11 am. Pier 6 
[Joralemon St. and Furman 
St. in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 802–0603].  

“HAPPINESS THE JEW-
ISH WAY”: Author Olga 
Gilburd shares her book 
and leads a workshop for 
teens and parents. Ticket 
includes copy of the book. 
$12. Noon. Kings Bay YM-
YWHA [3495 Nostrand Av-
enue Brooklyn, NY 11229, 
(917) 370–5760]. 

WOMEN’S SOCIAL GROUP: 
Social group forming for 
women in their 50s and 
60s. No walk-ins, call and 
leave your number to re-
serve a spot. 2 pm. Perry’s 
Restaurant [3482 Nostrand 
Ave. between Gravesend 
Neck Road and Avenue V 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
336–7908]. 

“MUSIC FOR THE BARBED 
STRINGS”: This multi-me-
dia project celebrates the 
music of Jewish composers 
who lived and died under 
Stalinism and Nazism. 
Featuring live musical per-
formances and cinemato-
graphic and theatrical 
elements. Please reserve 
seats at http://www.
brownpapertickets.com/
event/1649731. Free. 3 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Park Slope, (718) 230–
2100], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

JAZZ VESPERS FEATUR-
ING MARI TOUSSAINT: 
Haitian-American vocalist 
Mari Toussaint performs 
in this celebration of 
Caribbean-American Heri-
tage Month. Free. 3 pm. 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 
[279 Lafayette Ave. at Saint 
James Place in Clinton Hill, 
(347) 460–8179], ebccon-
nects.com/jazzvespers. 

“THE WIZ”: End of year 
dance concert, presented 
by AbunDance Academy. 
$30 (day of event). 6 pm. 
Prospect Heights HS [883 
Classon Ave. in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 788–1069], 
www.abundancearts.org. 

MON, JUNE 29
SUMMER SPORTS: Pitch, 

shoot and score with the 
city’s new program. Each 
day you can take your pick 
of what activity meets 
your fancy. Registration is 
required by e-mail. Free. 
10 am – 6 pm. Sunset Park 
Playground [44th St. be-
tween Fifth and Seventh 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
(718) 972–2135], www.ny-
cgovparks.org. 

FOOD, FLATBUSH FOOD 
COURT: Tex-Mex food 
every Monday in Syca-
more’s backyard. 6–10:30 
pm. Sycamore [1118 Corte-
lyou Rd. between Stratford 
and Westminster roads in 
Ditmas Park, (347) 240–
5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com.

HEALING MASS: Monsignor 
David Cassato presides 
over a special blessing for 
the sick. Free. 7 pm. St. 
Athanasius Church (2154 
61st St., between Bay 
Ridge Parkway and 21st 
Avenue in Bensonhurst), 
www.stathanasiusbrook-
lyn.org. 

MUSIC, “MASTER MIX — 
RED HOT + ARTHUR 
RUSSELL”: Red Hot and 
Red Bull Music Academy 
join forces pay an all-star 
tribute to the genre-de-
fying experimental spirit 
of Arthur Russell, whose 
oeuvre ranged from classi-
cal to disco to experimen-
tal to folk. $35. 8 pm. BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN 
SHOW: Iranian come-
dian Mehran Khaghani 
hosts a weekly comedy 
show, with celebrity and 
comedian guests joining 
him on stage. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 9 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

TUES, JUNE 30 

SENIOR SALSA: Free salsa 
classes for seniors. Free. 
10:30 am. Park Slope Se-
nior Center [463A Seventh 
St. at Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 832–
3726]. 

ARTS AND CRAFTS FOR 
SENIORS: JASA Luna Park 
Senior Center holds an arts 
and crafts workshop for 
seniors, including doll and 
bag making. Free. 10:30 
am. JASA Luna Park Senior 
Center [2880 W. 12 St. be-
tween Neptune and Surf 
avenues in Coney Island, 
(718) 996–6666], www.
jasa.org. 

TRY IT TUESDAYS: Come and 
try a hand at something 
new. Children 5 years and 
younger investigate, learn 
and discover. Free with 
museum admission. 11:30 
am and 2:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

FIRST DISCOVERIES FOR 
TODDLERS: Toddlers 2 to 
4 years old with caregivers 
plant a carrot seed, touch 
a wiggly worm and listen 
to a story. Free with admis-
sion to the gardens. 1:30–3 
pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623–
7220], www.bbg.org. 

TALK, WOMEN AND JEW-
ISH LAW: Learn how Jew-
ish law regarding women 
has evolved over time. 
7:30 pm. Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center [8025 Fourth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

MUSIC, “MASTER MIX: Red 
Hot + Arthur Russell”: 8 
pm. See Monday, June 29. 

MUSIC, FIASCO, PALM, 
SWEET BABY JESUS, 
LITTLE LEAGUER: $7. 8 
pm. Palisades [906 Broad-
way at Stockton Street in 
Bushwick, (201) 214–7444], 
www.palisadesbk.com. 

At Kingsborough’s Lighthouse Bandshell  
Rain Location: The Leon M. Goldstein Performing Arts Center 

Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY
www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    (718) 368-5596

HOT SUMMER NIGHTS
FREE OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES

JU
LY

 2
01

5

JULY 18    8:00 PM
BIG BAND  

DANCE PARTY!
Sammy Miller  

& The Congregation

JULY  11    8:00 PM
FROM RAGTIME 

TO JAZZ!
�������	Gotham  

City Band

JULY 25    8:00 PM
 HOT JAZZ!

The Bria Skonberg 
Quintet

JULY 4    8:00 PM
SWINGIN’ & SWAYIN’ ON THE 4TH OF JULY!
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older. Free. 11 am. Park 
Slope Senior Center (463a 
Seventh St. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in 
Park Slope), www.park-
slopeseniorcenter.org. 

MUSIC, KING SUNNY ADE: 
Part of the 21st annual 
BAM R&B Music festival, 
which features a roster 
of both well-known and 
emerging musicians of 
R&B and world music. 
Free. Noon. MetroTech 
Commons [1 MetroTech 
Roadway at Lawrence 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
875–1780]. 

FREE HOURS: Children enjoy 
the museum free of charge 
on Thursdays in the sum-
mer! Free. 2 pm to 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 
Music, DJ Tim Lee of 
Tummy Touch Records, 
S//P//A: “Live At the Arch-
way” presents DUMBO’s 
own DJ Tim Lee of Tummy 
Touch Records and S//P//A 
of Turntable Labs. Free. 
5–9 pm. Archway Plaza 
(Water Street between An-
chorage Place and Adams 
Street in Dumbo). 

THEATER, “SWEENEY 
TODD: The Demon Bar-
ber of Fleet Street”: Piper 
Theatre Workshop cel-
ebrates its 10th season at 
Park Slope’s Washington 
Park with a performance 
of the dark English musical 
“Sweeney Todd.” Free. 8 
pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–

3195], theoldstonehouse.
org. 

FRI, JULY 3
ART, “BROOKLYN SEWERS: 

What’s Up Down There?”: 
Noon–5 pm. See Friday, 
June 26. 

ART, “OTTO NEALS: An Ar-
tistic Legacy”: 1–5 pm. See 
Friday, June 26. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY 
TODD: The Demon Barber 
of Fleet Street”: 8 pm. See 
Thursday, July 2. 

SAT, JULY 4
MUSIC, GEORGE GEE 

SWING ORCHESTRA: Part 
of On Stage At Kingsbor-
ough’s outdoor concert se-
ries. Free. 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

EVENT, NATHAN’S HOT 
DOG-EATING CONTEST: 
The 2015 Nathan’s Famous 
Fourth of July International 
Hot Dog-Eating Contest 
will feature a men’s, wom-
en’s, and pre-show festivi-
ties. Free. 11 am. Nathan’s 
Famous [1310 Surf Ave. at 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 333–2202], 
www.nathansfamous.com. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY: Cel-
ebrate the Fourth of July 
and learn about Eagles, 
fun activities, help spread 
mulch around the trees, 
participate in a Citizen 
Science project, watch a 
snake have a snack. Free. 
Noon – 5 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center 

[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

CAROUSEL: Take a ride 
on the historic carouse 
and celebrate the Fourth 
of July on a lion. $2 per 
ride ($9 for a book of 5). 
Noon–5 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

FISHING FUN: Families with 
children 15 and younger 
learn about aquatic ecol-
ogy, fi shing safety and col-
lect their own bait. Free. 
1–2 pm and 3–4 pm. North 
end of Esplanade (East 
Drive and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park), www.
nycgovparks.org. 

BIRD WATCHING: Fami-
lies with children 15 and 
younger join with a ranger 
and identify the more than 
250 species of birds in the 
park. Free. 1 to 2pm and 
3 to 4 pm. North end of 
Esplanade (East Drive and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park), www.nycgovparks.
org. 

DECLARATION OF INDE-
PENDENCE: Come and 
make yourself a plumed 
hat to wear while signing 
your own signature to a 
reproduction of the Dec-
laration. $3. 2 pm to 5 pm. 
Lefferts Historic Home-
stead [452 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard 
and Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (718) 789–
2822], www.prospectpark.
org. 
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How can 155, 886 
households in 
Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specifi c 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with 
CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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BAY RIDGE

Snip, snip, and welcomes are in 
order for Rosemary Vitale, the new 
branch manager at the new Apple 

Bank branch in Bay Ridge, which 
will open on June 29, bringing the to-
tal number of Apples in the bushel to a 
grand total of 18 in our fair burg. 

Rosemary was an outstanding and 
valuable member of the bank’s branch 
management team, said James Mat-

era, executive veep and head of Apple 
Bank’s Consumer Banking Division.

“She has been a committed commu-
nity banker always reaching out to lo-
cal neighborhoods and businesses and 
we are very fortunate to have her lead 
the way at the newest branch,” he said. 
“Given her strong roots in the commu-
nity, as well as in the nearby commu-
nities of Bensonhurst and Staten Is-
land, she is a perfect fi t.”     

The banking veteran has been 
branch manager of Apple’s Benson-
hurst branch since 2013, and now brings 
her expertise to the new location.

Our pal James added that the bank 
will have extended hours on Thursday 
until 6 pm and on Saturday until 1 pm, 
in addition to being near public trans-
portation, and loads of shops and res-
taurants.

“We can serve the banking needs 
of the community’s diverse ethnic 
population,” he said. “We pride our-
selves on getting to know the com-
munity leaders and the neighborhood 
residents personally, and that means 
understanding their needs, goals and 
concerns.”

Apple Bank (426 86th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Bay 
Ridge).

• • •

Move over the tassels
Standing O tosses the mortar 

boards in the air for Xaverian’s Mid-

dle School’s Class of 2015. Genesis 

celebrated graduation day on June 13, 
featuring an invocation by proud grad 
Madeline Schalk, a welcome from 
president Robert Alesi (’78), addresses 
by co-valedictorians Brigid McEvoy 
and Kathryn McGarty, and a closing 
prayer by graduating senior Brendan 

Cottingham. A Passing of Tradition 
Ceremony for the Student Council fol-
lowed the diploma presentation.

“The young men and women of the 
Class of 2015 are remarkable repre-
sentatives of the Genesis standard of 
excellence,” said Genesis Dean Patri-

cia McEvoy. “I am very proud of their 
many accomplishments and I know 
they have bright and rewarding fu-
tures.” So is Standing O! 

Xaverian Middle School [7100 Shore 
Rd. at 71st Street in Bay Ridge (718) 
836–7100].

• • •

Man’s best friend
Special thanks to Assemblywoman 

Nicole Malliotakis (R–Bay Ridge) 
for arranging a visit at PS 102 in Bay 
Ridge with the K-9 Kops — K-9 Diesel, 

K-9 Murdock, and K-9 Tauriel — 

and their partners, Det. Scott Maty-

aschuk and Police Offi cers Neal 

Campbell and Sean Stone.

Third graders watched a demon-
stration on how the K-9 Unit operates, 
how the dogs are trained, and the vital 
role of the department in helping keep 
our city safe. 

“I hope this demonstration gave the 
children an understanding of and ap-
preciation for our police offi cers and 
their working dogs,”  said the congress-
woman. “The bond and level of trust be-
tween the offi cer and the dog is remark-
able, and their value in investigations 
and crime prevention is undoubted.”

Principal Cornelia Sichenze ap-
preciated the visit.

“Thank you to Nicole Malliotakis 
for making this possible for us today,” 
she said. “It’s very positive, not only 
that the students are learning about 
the care and help that the K-9 unit pro-
vides, but it also builds trust between 
the children and the Police Depart-
ment,” she said.

PS 102 [211 72nd St. and Ridge Bou-
levard in Bay Ridge, (718) 748–7404].

DYKER HEIGHTS

Legal eagle has landed
Congratulations to Arthur Aidala 

on his induction as the 100th president 
of the Brooklyn Bar Association. 
The Brooklyn barrister was feted on 
June 17 at the New York Marriott at 
the Brooklyn Bridge Hotel.

Standing O pal Arthur is a crimi-
nal defense attorney and legal analyst 
at Fox News Channel. 

Aidala, Bertuna, & Kamins [8118 
13th Ave. at 81st Street in Dyker 
Heights, (800) 410–4804].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BENSONURST

The 62nd Community Coun-

cil honored the best and brightest 
youth volunteers and graduating 
students in elementary, middle and 
high school at the St. Finbar Com-
munity Center on June 16, bestow-
ing each one the 2015 Michael J. 

Ferraro award.
The tribute recognizes young do-

gooders who have shown their own 
sense of “community spirit.” Its 
namesake was one of the fi rst coun-
cil presidents and one who exempli-

fi ed community service, said cur-
rent president Louis Tromboli.

As in past years the recipients 
were chosen not by the 62nd Pre-
cinct, but by their peers, teachers 
and school principals impressed 
by their community involvement at 
such a young age.

Standing O is so impressed that 
these do-gooding students can add 
a Standing O to their lists of accom-
plishments!

St. Finbar Community Center 
[138 Bay 20th and Bath Avenue in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 236–2611].

BAY RIDGE

Science rules
Future science researchers 

presented their science projects 
at the fi rst ever Science Sympo-

sium at Fontbonne Hall Acad-

emy last month. 
Natalie Correa, a member of 

the St. Francis Prep Science Re-
search Class of 2015 and future 
Brown University student, pre-
sented the keynote address. Soph-
omores and budding scientists 
spent the past year investigating, 
researching, and studying vari-
ous hypothesis and areas of sci-
entifi c study to formulate specifi c 
objectives with a mentor. Their 
goal was to present their fi ndings 
by the fall of their senior year, 
and topics included Comparisons 
of Medication, Surgery and the 
Ketogenic Diet in the Treatment 
of Epilepsy, the Effect of Breast-
feeding on Children with Celiac 
Disease, and Benzodiazepines 
and Other Risk Factors for Al-
zheimer’s Disease.

The program is a special pet 
project at Fontbonne, said Princi-
pal Mary Ann Spicijaric.

“It is a true STEM program,” 
she said. “It is a project-based 
learning experience that chal-
lenges a high-school student to 
design a research objective and 
to produce an original fi nding 
after dedicating herself to it for 
three years.”

Standing O is dedicating a spe-
cial huzza to the students. 

Fontbonne Hall Academy [9901 
Shore Rd. at 100th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748–2244].

HOORAY!: Recipients of the 62nd Precinct’s 2015 Michael J Ferraro Award show off 
their certifi cates.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Precinct honors young dogooders

Two more Apples in the bushel



40    COURIER LIFE, JUNE 26–JULY 2, 2015 DT

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 26-JULY 2, 2015 41  DT

• ‘We’ve only got so many 
pitchers.’

• ‘It really means the 
world.’

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
Stormy weather at Shaurt 
Stadium delayed the start 
of the Empire Challenge all-
star football game more than 
a half hour, but even after the 
rain cleared up, the dark cloud 
that has haunted the New York 
City team in recent years re-
mained. 

The boys from the Big Ap-
ple could not recover from a 
slow start and a slew of harm-
ful penalties in their 34–27 loss 
to Long Island in front of the 
crowd of 9,268 fans at Hofstra 
University. It was the 20th-
annual game befi tting the 
Boomer Esiason Foundation 
for cystic fi brosis research. 
Long Island has now won fi ve 
straight. 

“It was the stupid plays, the 
unnecessary roughness, the 
hitting of the other players,” 
said Lincoln quarterback Paul 
Litvak. 

The city looked to have a 
big stop as Long Island kicker 
Zach Kolodny missed a 25-
yard fi eld goal, but the Big Ap-
ple defense was called for ille-
gal formation. The suburban 
squad made it pay with a four-
yard touchdown run by Isaiah 
White. The city committed 
eight penalties for 83 yards. 

New York City responded 
in the second quarter with a 
12-yard pass from Litvak to 
Curtis’s Andre Ridley to make 
the score 7–6 after the extra 
point was missed. 

The city squad again looked 
to have another key stop on 
four and 14 from 30, but was 
called for a 15-yard facemask. 
Game most-valuable-player 
John Daniggelis of Smithtown 
East capped the drive with a 
four-yard touchdown run to 
put his team up 14–6 with 3:46 
to go in the second quarter.  

“We could have done bet-
ter,” said Lincoln’s Alejandro 
Oregon, who blocked two 
kicks. “We took a little stupid 
penalties.”

Long Island then scored 

two straight touchdowns to 
increase its lead to 28–6 mid-
way through the third quarter 
before Poly Prep quarterback 
Chris Parker helped the city 
offense, as a receiver. He went 
on to be the team’s most valu-
able player. 

“I don’t have the ball in 
my hand as much as I did at 
Poly Prep,” said Parker, who 
had 119 yards receiving and 
13 yards rushing. “When I did 
get the ball, I tried to get as 
much as I can and showcase 
my talent.”

Lincoln’s Luis Rodriguez 
started to rally with a one-
yard touchdown run. Parker 

then converted the two-point 
conversion to make the game 
28–14 with 14:55 left. After 
another Long Island score, 
Parker and the city offense 
scored another touchdown 
when St. Peter’s Joe Czelus-
niak connected with Ridley to 
make it 34–20 with 3:01 left. 

After the score, the city 
team received the ball back, 
because of game rules. Parker 
then set up a touchdown with 
a 22-yard pass. Willie Dale 
caught a six-yard pass to make 
it 34–27 with less than a min-
ute left. 

 “We saw the score, we just 

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
Brenden Femiano grew up 
watching the Empire Chal-
lenge hoping one day to play 
in the all-star game between 
Long Island and New York 
City schools. He just always 
fi gured it would be for Long 
Island, before he transferred 
to Poly Prep. 

“It really means the world, 
growing up on Long Island, 
cheering for Long Island ever 
since I was younger,” Femi-
ano said. “And to fi nally play 
in the game is really great. I 
am really proud to be in this 
game.” 

Instead of donning Long 
Island blue, the Northport na-
tive was in New York City red 
at Hofstra’s Shuart Stadium 
on June 23. While he still has 
ties to Long Island, he takes 
plenty of pride in playing for 
the Big Apple. 

“It’s tough,” he said. “I 
still live out here and still 
have a connection with it, 
but my heart is in the city 
and this is where my family 
is now.”

Femiano transferred to 

Poly Prep from St. Anthony’s 
after his sophomore season, 
and commutes two hours 
from Northport to Brook-
lyn every day. He faced off 
against some of his former 
Friar teammates and old 
friends in the all-star game, 
including St. Anthony’s de-
fensive end Peter Corbett and 
Islip defensive tackle Cobi 
Rose.

“I spoke to them before the 
game,” Femiano said. “There 
is no bad blood, it is for the 
love of the game.”

The city team ended up 
falling to Long Island 34–27, 
but Femiano carried the ball 
nine times for 25 yards.

This season, Femiano 
rushed for 1,346 yards and 13 
scores. He was also a force on 
defense at the linebacker po-
sition. He and city teammate 
Chris Parker led the Blue 
Devils an 8–1 record. Femi-
ano is extremely dangerous 
with the ball in his hands. 

“I know what he can do,” 
Parker said before the con-
test. “Good luck to Long Is-

—  Cyclones skipper Tom Gamboa on why he left 
Gaby Almonte on the mound after he gave up six 

runs on opening day at MCU Park  

— Poly Prep’s Brenden Femiano on 
playing in the Empire State Challenge 

all-star football game 

Continued on page 44 Continued on page 44

LOOKING FOR ROOM: Poly Prep’s Brenden Femiano tries to elude the 
Long Island defense in the Empire Challenge all-star game. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

WALK IN THE PARK: Poly Prep’s Chris Parker compiled 219 yards of total 
offense for the city team in the Empire Challenge game on June 23. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

Poly’s Femiano 
in New York City 

state of mind

Empire Challenged
City team falls to Long Island in all-star game
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C hris Parker gets why 
people want him to 
use the Empire State 

Challenge all-star football 
game as a way to show col-
leges exactly what they 
passed up on.

The Poly Prep quarter-
back, who will be a pre-
ferred walk on as an athlete 
at Rutgers next season, was 
passed over by a number of 
schools. Many initially said 
they were interested, and 
then chose to go in differ-
ent directions — or let his 
5-foot-6 frame blind them 
to his superior athleticism. 
But Parker doesn’t hold 
grudges. 

“At fi rst I took it per-
sonally,” he said. “Then 
I looked at it from a busi-
ness aspect. Everyone was 
telling me they needed this 
person, and I wasn’t at the 
top of their depth chart and 
they just pushed me aside, I 
guess.” 

Rutgers fell in love with 
Parker, who is hopeful for 
scholarship money down 
the road. The school made 
him feel wanted since he 
played at its camp last 
June. He was an All-Brook-
lyn fi rst team selection by 
this paper, and Blue Devils 
headman Dino Mangiero 
called him the best player 
he’s ever coached in Bay 
Ridge.

“If anyone wants to say 
‘you’re playing because this 
team overlooked you,’ I al-
ready know that,” Parker 
said. “I don’t let it get to me. 
I just play my game. It’s just 
fun to me.”  

His motivation isn’t to 
say “I told you so,” but to 
make the most of his last 
high school contest — a 
charity game benefi ting the 
Boomer Esiason Founda-
tion for cystic fi brosis re-
search. Parker remembers 
watching his brother Bruce 
don a New York City jersey 
representing Mount St. Mi-
chael three years ago.

“I was right there on 
that railing screaming his 
name,” Parker said. 

He wasn’t at quarter-
back for New York City dur-
ing its 34–27 loss to Long 

Island at Hofstra’s Shuart 
Stadium on June 23. That 
didn’t stop him from run-
ning all over the fi eld as a 
slot receiver. 

Parker has proven peo-
ple wrong his whole career. 
The four-year starter led 
Poly to two of its best sea-
sons in recent years. The 
Blue Devils went 15–2 com-
bined the last two years. 
Last year, he ran for 1,867 
yards and 21 touchdowns, 
and added two intercep-
tions at cornerback. 

“You don’t realize how 
special he is until you are 
on the fi eld with him,” said 
Poly and New York City 
teammate Brenden Femi-
ano. “Up in the stands, he 
looks kind of small — but 
on the fi eld, he is the biggest 
guy out there.”

New York City and Lin-
coln coach Shawn O’Connor 
described Parker as “elec-
tric,” and agrees that he was 
unfairly a victim of his size 
when it came to recruiting. 
You can’t measure his heart 
and what he can do with a 
football in his hands.    

“Coach Dino unlocked 
the safety box and let me see 
some fi lm on the kid and I 
was mouth-open. I was like, 
‘Wow this kid can do a lot of 
things.’ ”

Rutgers was smart 
enough to give Parker a 
chance because of that. He 
could leave other schools 
wishing they had done the 
same.

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
There was no postseason softball hardware 
brought back to Brooklyn at the highest level 
this season, but the borough still produced some 
of the best talent and teams in the fi ve boroughs.

Poly Prep took home the Ivy League title, 
and it came within a single win of its fi rst pri-
vate school state crown since 2011 before fall-
ing in the championship game. James Madison 
was again one of the top squads in the Public 
School Athletic League. The Golden Knights 
came just two outs away from heading to the 
title game for the fi rst time since 2011. Font-
bonne Hall remained a premier club in Brook-
lyn-Queens despite losing the core of its dioc-
esan championship team from two years ago. 

St. Edmund completed its diocesan three-
peat in the Brooklyn-Queens Class A league, 
something that could propel it back into the top 
tier. Telecommunications, New Utrecht, and 
Fort Hamilton all had strong campaigns. 

Here are the people who helped make it hap-
pen and are considered the best in Brooklyn:   

All-Brooklyn Softball Player of the 

Year: Isabella Gerone, James Madison 
Gerone continues to be the cog that makes 

the Golden Knights go, leading Madison to its 
second-straight semifi nal appearance. The ju-
nior was dominant in the circle, pitching to a 
14–2 record with a 1.35 ERA in the regular sea-
son. She fanned 161 batters in 110 innings. At 
the plate, Gerone hit .568 with 29 runs batted 
in, 30 runs scored and 11 extra base hits.   

All-Brooklyn Softball Coach of the Year: 
Mildred Piscopo, Poly Prep

Piscopo is a proven winner as she has molded 
this group into tight team. The veteran coach 
instilled confi dence in a young group, and her 
players expected to win and compete at the 
highest level. The Blue Devils went 16–4, took a 
game off state champion Fieldston in the regu-
lar season, and earned the top seed in the state 
tournament. The program’s future is bright.  

All-Brooklyn softball fi rst team:

Shortstop: Erinn Cruz, Fort Hamilton 
The senior posted the best season of her 

career to help Fort Hamilton more than dou-
ble its win total from last year, with 11. Cruz 
posted a .583 average with 28 runs scored and 
27 runs batted in. She blasted 12 extra base hits 
and stole nine bases.   

Third base: Ariana Dillon, Fontbonne Hall
Dillon is one of the city’s best all-around 

players, and arguably its toughest. The senior 
did an excellent job patrolling the hot corner. 
She batted a team-leading .436 with 26 runs 
batted in, and did all the little things right out 
on the fi eld.   

Shortstop: Kristen Gutekunst, Telecom-
munications 

There was no sophomore slump for 
Gutekunst, who built nicely off her strong 
freshman campaign. She batted a whopping 
.578 with 32 runs scored and 21 runs batted in. 
The sure-fi elding shortstop also slugged six 
doubles and swiped 27 bases.   

Catcher: Victoria Lombardo, New Utrecht 
The junior was a force be reckoned with at 

the plate and a rising star in the borough. She 
posted a .511 average with 25 runs scored and 
24 runs batted in. Lombardo also collected 12 

extra base hits for the third-place Utes.  
Pitcher: Bianca Marletta, Fontbonne Hall
The Bonnies pitching didn’t skip a beat with 

Marletta replacing Nicolette Trapani in the 
circle. The junior went 11–4 with a 1.78 earned 
run average. She struck out 110 while walking 
just 10. At the plate, Marletta hit .397 with 28 
runs batted in and fi ve homers. 

Catcher: Samantha Mendelsohn, James 
Madison 

The sophomore backstop continues to put up 
fi ne numbers and is a steadying force behind 
the plate. She batted .423 with 20 runs batted 
in, and 17 runs scored. Mendelsohn had the go-
ahead hit for Madison in a come-from-behind 
quarterfi nal victory over Bronx Science. 

Pitcher: Eva O’Mara, Poly Prep
O’Mara was a serious dual threat for the 

Blue Devils. She took over for Ciara Schirripa 
as the ace and went 14–2 with a 1.96 earned run 
average and 121 strikeout outs in 96 innings. 
The sophomore also hit .358 with 25 runs 
scored and 14 runs batted in. 

Centerfi eld: Morgan O’Mara, Poly Prep
The sophomore was the stabilizing force 

in the Blue Devils outfi eld and Poly’s most 
dangerous hitter at the plate. O’Mara batted 

BEST OF THE BEST: James Madison’s ace pitcher and 
captain Isabella Gerone is our pick for Player of the 
Year in softball. File photo by Steve Solomonson

All-Brooklyn 2015 
softball honors

Parker putting 
college snubs 

behind him

Continued on page 44
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$2,500up to 

BRING IN THIS VOUCHER TODAY!

To be used towards your 
�rst two �ar �ay�e�ts 
w�e� you buy �ro� us	
Voucher has no cash value and cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Current vehicle must be in equity position. All current incentives assigned to 
dealer. See store for details. Offer Expires 6/30/2015.

2740 Nostrand Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11210
272727

Attention Local Residents!  
YOU MAY NOT HAVE TO MAKE YOUR NEXT TWO CAR PAYMENTS, 
come let Plaza Auto Mall make them for you!
��������	
����������	������������������������������������������������������	�����������������	���������������
�����
� ��	��������������!����"#����$#%&�����'�(���	����	 �������)����*$�&##�������
������+�
����������)������
�
when you buy from us! Come check out our huge inventory of Hondas, Hyundais, Toyotas, Kias and Acuras…as 
well as over 300 pre-owned cars! We are Brooklyn’s largest auto dealership, and that means if you need credit, 
WE CAN SHOW YOU AN APPROVAL!

� look forward to seeing you at any of our +ve locations on Nostrand Avenue in Brooklyn1 And please 2O NOT 
WA�T, this is a time sensitive o�er that e4pires on !une 30th, $0%&! Please call to schedule an appointment today 
at 56&&7$60-$$$61

Tony Urrutia 
General Manager 
Plaza Auto Mall 
2740 Nostrand Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11210 
(855)280-2228

all to schedduulle ann  appointment todaypp y

s14645gc
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Cyclones 3
Staten Island 2
June 19 on Staten Island

The Cyclones beat the 
hated Staten Island Yankees 
3–2 in 12 innings on the June 
19 season opener on bucolic 
Staten Island. 

Michael Bernal’s two-out 
single to left scored Enman-
uel Zabala with the go-ahead 
run against the Evil Empire 
of the New York Penn-League 
— sending our boys and the 
fans who traveled to the Rock 
to see them home with smiles 
on their faces. 

Bernal, a second-year Cy-
clone who manager Tom Gam-
boa said needed to be more se-
lective in his at bats before the 
season started, had been 0–4 
with three strikeouts and a 
walk before his clutch hit. 

Gaither Bumgardner was 
the winning pitcher, shutting 
out Staten Island in the 11th 
and 12th. 

Brooklyn starter Tyler Ba-
damo pitched six innings of 
two-hit ball, although one of 
the hits was a two-run homer 
off the bat of strapping right 
fi elder Jhalan “Action” Jack-
son in the second inning, 
which put the Clones in a 2–0 
hole. 

Staten Island 8
Cyclones 3
June 20 at MCU Park

The Cyclones dropped the 
home opener in front of 7,795 
screaming Brooklynites. 

Starting pitcher Gaby Al-
monte had a disastrous third 
inning, when he was rocked 
for six runs. 

But Gamboa, who used four 
pitchers during Friday’s sea-
son opening win on the Rock, 
made the starter bite the bul-
let and keep chucking because 
it was so early in the game and 
because pitchers aren’t throw-
ing on back-to-back days. 

“We’ve only got so many 
pitchers,” said Gamboa, who 
left Almonte in for fi ve in-
nings, “So as long as Almon-
te’s pitch limit was intact, he 
was going to be in the game 
and he knew it.”

Strapping right-fi elder 
Jhalan “Action” Jackson — 
who is quickly becoming the 
Yankees’ number-one pros-
pect, hit a two-run homer 
against the Cyclones for the 
second straight game, and 
added a two-run double. Al-
monte gave up eight runs (six 
earned) in fi ve innings. 

Cyclones 6
Staten Island 4
June 21 on Staten Island

Brooklyn jumped out to a 
5–0 lead and held off a rally to 
take two of three games in the 
opening series of the season, 
fi nally slaying the dragon that 
is Jhalan “Action” Jackson, 
the Yanks’ strapping right-
fi elder. 

Jackson, who hit homers 
in the fi rst two games against 
the Clones, twice came up as 
the tying-run for the Evil Em-
pire of the New York Penn-
League, and failed to produce 
both times.

The outfi elder, who is listed 
at 6-foot-4 and 220 pounds, 
struck out against Nicco 
Blank in the sixth inning 
with two runners on in a 5–2 
game, then, with the score 6–4 
in the eighth and a man on, 
he grounded into a force-out 
against Palsha, who went on 
to earn the save. 

Cyclones 14
Tri-City 0
June 22 at MCU Park

Michael Bernal went two-
for-two with a home run, sacri-
fi ce fl y, walk, and four runs bat-
ted and starter Matt Blackham 
struck out seven in seven score-
less innings as the Cyclones 
obliterated the ValleyCats.

The Clones scored twice in 
the fi rst and didn’t look back, 
adding four in the third, two 
in the fourth, one in the sixth, 
and fi ve in the seventh. 

Lead-off hitter Tucker 
Tharp, who batted just .213 
in 63 games with the Clones 
last season, went four-for-four 
with fi ve runs scored and a 

bases-loaded walk, and took 
the good night in stride.

Cyclone reliever Christian 
Montgomery struck out the 
side in the eighth — all look-
ing — with an error mixed in. 
Corey Taylor pitched a score-
less ninth.

Tri-City 11
Cyclones 4
June 23 at MCU Park

Kevin Canelon’s jitters kept 
him from making it out of the 
third inning in his fi rst start 
of the season as Brooklyn lost 
the middle game of a three-
game set with the ValleyCats.

And manager Tom Gamboa 
says he thought nerves would 
be a problem before the start.

“The ‘Sphincter Factor’ got 
him in the fi rst inning,” said Cy-
clones manager Tom Gamboa, 
referring to his term describ-
ing the ability to play under 
pressure. “I was afraid of that, 
because when we practiced last 
Thursday, with nobody in the 
stands and just the lights on, he 
was nervous when we were do-
ing fundamental drills.”

Tri-City tagged the south-
paw for three runs in the fi rst 
and three more in the third. 
Five of the six runs were 
earned — and the unearned 
run came on a throwing error 
by Canelon.

That came after a lead-
off walk in the fi rst. A come-
backer to Canelon should have 
been a double-play, but the 
nervous pitcher — who fi elded 
the ball cleanly — quickly 
wheeled and threw to second 
base before any fi elders got 
there, launching the ball into 
the outfi eld. 

Our boys rock the Rock in opening game

NO, NO, NO: Lincoln defensive lineman Alejandro Oregon blocked two 
kicks in the Empire Challenge game. Photo by Robert Cole

GIVING IT AWAY: Starting pitcher Gaby Almonte stayed in for fi ve in-
nings despite giving away six runs to the hated Staten Island Yankees in 
the third on opening day at MCU Park.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

The Clones are back!

a team-leading .565 with 33 
runs batted in, and 30 runs 
scored. She smashed 11 extra 
base hits. 

Pitcher: Thalia Santiago, 
Telecommunications 

The sophomore built off 
her freshman season and 
continues to be one of the 
city’s rising stars despite a 
late injury cutting her sea-
son short. Santiago was 
8–2 in the circle with a 1.43 
earned run average and 100 
strikeouts in 55 innings. She 
also hit .595 with 28 runs bat-
ted in, 11 extra base hits, and 
13 stolen bases.   

Shortstop: Taylor Trim, 
James Madison  

The athletic Trim turned 
her game up a notch in the 
playoffs. The sophomore in-
creased her average nearly 
100 points to .455 in the play-
offs. She scored seven of her 
24 runs and drove in fi ve of 
her 20 runs batted in when 
the games mattered most.

Pitcher: Kayla Maiolo, St. 
Edmund 

The junior is a big rea-
son the Eagles still sit on 
top of the Brooklyn-Queens 
A league. Maiolol was 9–1 
with a 1.13 earned run aver-
age, striking out 145. She was 
equally as dangerous with 
bat, hitting .491 with 21 runs 
batted in. 

land, to be honest”
 It was at Poly where Femi-

ano took his game to the next 
level and developed his work 
ethic. 

“Coach Mangiero and 
that whole staff were really 
great,” Femiano said. “They 
really prepared me for col-
lege. The whole lifestyle of 
really committing, and ded-
icating all your time to the 
team.”

Following a successful 
two seasons in Brooklyn, 
Femiano will continue play-
ing football at Bryant Univer-
sity of the Northeast Confer-
ence, where he is the lone city 

team member of four future 
Bulldogs — Daniel Hughes, 
Corbett, and Anthony DiMat-
teo — playing in the Empire 
Challenge. 

“I am excited,” Femiano 
said of heading for Bryant. 
“My dad has always loved the 
school, I have always loved 
the school. I understand 
there are four Bulldogs in 
this game,” he said before the 
Empire Challenge kickoff. 
“I’ve never seen any of them 
play, and I hope no one under-
estimates me, because I won’t 
underestimate them.”

Femiano wanted to leave 
them with a good impression 
by showcasing his talent in 
the all-star game he grew up 
watching — just not for the 
team he grew up rooting for. 

Continued from page 41 

FEMIANO

Continued from page 42 

HONORS

wanted to toughen up and 
move the ball,” Litvak said. 

The comeback fell short 
as his team failed to recover 

the ensuing onside kick with 
31 seconds left. It was still a 
memorable night despite the 
loss. 

“I was here to have fun,” 
Parker said. “It is not about 
winning or losing, it’s about 
having fun.”

Continued from page 41 
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Security Guard  
Training
Become a NY State Certified  
Security Guard Today!
8 HR. PREASSIGNEMET  •  16 HR. ON THE JOB TRAINING 
FIREGUARD PREP  •  IDC- (INSTURCTOR DEVELOPMENT COURSE)
F8O CORDINATOR OF FIRE SAGETY & ALARM SYSTEMS

E F F I C I E N T  C A R E  T R A I N I N G  C E N T E R

Home Health Aide 
Training
Your Future Starts Now!
Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!
DAY & EVENING COURSES • EXPERIENCED INSTRUCTORS
JOB ASSISTANCE PROVIDED • SE HABLA ESPANOL

Instructors Wanted
HHA- Spanish & English • EKG, Phlebotomy, CNA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd FL
Ridgewook, Ny 11385
718.307.7141
ACCESSIBLE BY    L     M  
 Q58    Q66    B52    B26    B54

168-25 Jamaica Ave., 
Jamaica, Ny 11432 
718.609.1674
ACCESSIBLE BY   F      J      E 
 Q24    Q56

54 06 M tl A 2 d FL 168 25 J i A

enroll now! new for june!
EKG, Phlebotomy Class Starting June 29th


