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BY ERIC FAYNBERG
All the world’s a stage, 

and all these men and 
women are equal players.

An outdoor production 
of Shakespeare’s “Henry 
IV, Parts 1 and 2” will bow 
on June 30 with a woman 
in the major role of Prince 
Hal, son of Henry IV. One 
man in his time plays many 

parts, and the Smith Street 
Stage theater company cast 
13 actors into the play’s 65 
parts without regard to 
how they fi ll a codpiece.

Those behind the play 
say they were not inter-
ested in changing the spirit 
of the play, just showing au-
diences that there is no one 
right way to tell a story.

“Gender wasn’t going to 
factor in to casting no mat-
ter what play we did,” said 
Joby Earle, the show’s di-
rector. “Audiences are re-
ally smart. The country 
as a whole is examining 
what the idea of gender re-
ally means. Gender is quite 
fl uid. It means a lot of dif-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Baby you can’t drive your car.

The city is putting the brakes 
on vehicles in Brooklyn’s Back-
yard, announcing last Thursday 
that it is banning automobiles 
from Prospect Park’s West Drive 
as of next month.

Downtown-bound motorists 
will still be able drive through 
the park’s East Drive between 
7 and 9 am on weekdays, but its 
Park-Slope-side counterpart, 
which is currently open to Co-
ney-Island-bound traffi c between 
from 5 to 7 pm on weekdays, will 
soon be a car-free zone. As of July 
6, Brooklyn’s cyclists and pedes-
trians will be able to cruise the 
West Drive asphalt at any hour 
of the day, free from the fear that 

BY MAX JAEGER
Necessity is the mother of 
pretension.

In a desperate bid for 
leniency at his upcoming 
sentencing, tax cheat and 
former congressman Mi-
chael Grimm —  a man once 
caught on tape threatening 
to throw a reporter off a 
balcony —  gave the judge a 

note from his mommy. 
Even the woman who 

used to change his diapers 
admitted her boy made a 
boom-boom when he con-
cealed from the tax man in-
come from a restaurant he 
owned, but she asked that 
her only son be judged as 
an ordinary private citi-

Continued on page 8
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Exhibit celebrates big hair
BY NOAH HUROWITZ

This show has locks and locks to  
love.

A Bedford-Stuyvesant art 
gallery triumphs 
the beauty of af-
ros and other 
natural Afri-
can-American 
hairstyles in 
its new show. 
The artist be-
hind “Afros: A 
Celebration of 
Natural Hair” said 
he wants his work to 
help people of color 
accept their natural 
locks and shun domi-
nant cultural expecta-
tions.

“It’s about a rejection of 
imposed beauty standards 
and just feeling free,” said 

Michael July, a native Brooklyn 
photographer who grew up in 
Clinton Hill. “We were all born 
with natural hair, so embrace it.”

“Afros,” an exhibit of pho-
tographs from July’s 2013 

book of the same name, 
opened at House of Art 
Gallery on June 20, and 
the show will remain 
through Aug. 1.

July started the 
project in 2006, 
snapping shots 
of people with af-
ros, dreadlocks, 
and other natu-
ral ’dos whenever 
he came across 

them. At the time, 
he said, the hair style 
was less common 

than it is now, and 
Continued on page 6
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PRINCE AMONG MEN: Han-
nah Sloat plays Prince Hal in 
Smith Street Stage’s gender-
blind production of Shake-
speare’s “Henry IV.”

FAMOUS ‘FRO: Most of Michael July’s natural hair models were ordinary peo-
ple, but he also photographed celebrities like comedian Reggie Watts (above) 
and Cornel West. Michael July

Mom: Grimm good boy All that may become a man
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BY MAX JAEGER
They aren’t singing just yet.

Last year’s concerts 
were cancelled, and now 
organizers of the Seaside 
Summer Concert Series at 
Coney Island are keeping 
mum whether they’ll hold 
the series this year.

“When we’re ready to 
make an announcement, 
we’ll make an announce-
ment — probably within the 
next week or two,” said or-
ganizer Debra Garcia, who 
declined to say whether the 
shows would go on.

Former Borough Presi-
dent Marty Markowitz cre-
ated the free concert series 
in 1978 when he was a state 
senator and ran the shows 
through private, tax-ex-
empt organization Seaside 
Summer Concert Series, 
Inc.

When he left Borough 
Hall in 2014 to take a job 
as outer-borough tourism 
czar, Markowitz passed 
the mic to Borough Presi-
dent Adams, who said he 
aimed to keep the music 
going.

But the  concert organiz-
ers took a rest last year , and 
like Garcia, “Coming Soon” 
has been Adams’s tune for 
months.

“It is my desire to see 
the Seaside Summer Con-
cert Series return to Coney 
Island this summer,” the 
beep said in a statement in 
April. “We have been work-
ing with the organizer and 
relevant parties to fi nalize 
details on this important 
community effort. I look 
forward to the offi cial an-
nouncement of the fi nal 
determination that we can 
announce in partnership 
shortly.”

 Work started in Febru-
ary on an amphitheater, 
which will occupy the land-
marked Childs Restaurant 
building and an adjacent 
lot, to provide a permanent 
home for the concert se-
ries . 

Representatives from 
iStar Financial, the com-
pany developing the amphi-
theater, did not return a re-
quest for comment. The city 
plans to pay $53 million for 

the completed venue, which 
is supposed to be done 
sometime this summer — 
but probably not in time to 
host the concert series this 
year. 

In past years, shows 
started in mid-July, and 
concert organizers an-
nounced the line-up about a 
month prior, so time is run-
ning out for the music fest 
to take the stage on sched-
ule.

Garcia also organizes 
the annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Concert Series at 
Wingate Field in Prospect-
Lefferts Gardens, but has 
not announced that series’ 
lineup either.

Past performers at 

the seaside shows in-
clude soul maven Aretha 
Franklin, rockers Cheap 
Trick, Huey Lewis and 
the News, Brian Wilson 
of Beach Boys fame, and 
Brighton Beach native 
Neil Sedaka.

But silence from organiz-
ers may not mean the shows 
are cancelled, Markowitz 
said.

“I hear there’s going to 
be concerts in Coney Island 
and Wingate Field, but any-
thing I know is just what 
I heard,” the former beep 
said. “I think Debra wants 
to make sure expectations 
are set where they should 
be before making an an-
nouncement.”

Organizers mum on Coney concerts

NO NEWS: Organizers of the Seaside Summer Concert Series 
— which featured (above) Huey Lewis two years ago — won’t say 
whether the music fest will return to Coney Island this year. 
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Police are asking Brooklynites 
to keep their eyes peeled for a 
man they believe punched a 
woman in the face on a Boerum 
Hill subway platform in May, 
according to a report.

The victim, a 38-year-
old woman, told cops she 

was waiting for an N train 
at the Atlantic Avenue-Bar-
clays Center stop at 5:30 pm 
on May 20, when a man sud-
denly socked her in the face, 
then jumped on a Manhattan-
bound R train, according to a 
report.

The woman sustained a 

bloody nose and a swollen face, 
but refused medical treatment 
at the scene, police said.

Authorities say the man 
they’re looking for has a dark 
complexion and dreadlocks.

Law enforcement officials 
ask people with information 
about the incident or with 

knowledge of the man’s where-
abouts to call Crime Stoppers 
at (800) 577–8477. The public 
can also submit tips by logging 
onto the Crime Stoppers web-
site at www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.comor by texting tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) then enter-
ing TIP577.

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Brooklyn’s Stoop is closed 
for lunch.

The parks depart-
ment has reduced Bor-
ough Hall Plaza to a pile 
of rubble after ripping 
up the crumbling tiles 
that have long plagued 
visitors to the public 
square, closing Down-
town’s most popular 
day-time dining area in 
the process. 

But the Borough Presi-
dent said the local work-
ers who congregate on and 
around the landmarked 
steps to his offi ce will just 
have to fi nd somewhere 
else to eat their gyros, be-
cause fi xing the danger-
ous paving is more impor-
tant.  

“I made it a priority 
on day one of my admin-
istration to address this 
safety hazard, and the 
sound of jackhammers 
going to work on long-
needed renovations is 
music to my ears,” said 
the Beep, who suggested 
diners enjoy their lunch 
further down the street 
in Cadman Plaza or on 
the other side of Boerum 
Place in Willoughby 
Square. 

 The city is replacing the 
28-year-old broken blue-
stone tiles  with sturdier 
granite versions as part of 
a $12-million makeover of 
the area offi cially known 
as Columbus Park, which 
is bounded by Joralemon, 
Court, Johnson,  and Ad-
ams streets and Cadman 
Plaza West. The shabby 
stone slabs have been trip-
ping up Brooklynites for 
years, including  a 71-year-

old woman who fractured 
her hip in 2010  after catch-
ing her toe on one of the 
cracks.

Contractors literally 
broke ground on the ren-

ovations this month, but 
the entire project won’t 
be completed until Sep-
tember 2016. A Parks 
spokeswoman said she 
did not know when the 

area around the steps 
would re-open to the 
lunch crowd.

When the plaza doesn’t 
have a giant hole in the 
middle of it, the Court-
Livingston-Schemerhorn 
Business Improvement 
District keeps it furnished 
with tables and chairs 
during daylight hours. 
The park is also variously 
home to  a thrice-weekly 
greenmarket ,  press con-
ferences for the Borough 
President ,  protests ,  fi lm 
shoots ,  a Christmas mar-
ket ,  the Brooklyn Book 
Festival , and  the bor-
ough’s second-tallest me-
norah . 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A Crown Heights ambulette 
driver says he is thankful 
to be alive after a maniac 
opened fi re near his vehicle 
in Vinegar Hill last Friday 
morning, winging the van 
with a bullet.

The driver, who was 
transporting a patient at the 
time, said it was the most 
hair-raising thing he’d ever 
experienced.

“I’m 53 years old and I’ve 
never seen something like 
this in my life,” said driver 
Johnalee Sanders. 

Sanders said he had just 
picked up a dialysis patient at 
a building on Sand Street at 
Gold Street shortly before 8:30 
am, when he saw two men run-
ning towards his ambulette. 
One of the guys started fi ring 
a gun, letting off “six or seven 
shots” at the man he was ap-
parently pursuing, he said.

With bullets fl ying, Sand-
ers said he stepped on the gas, 
but as he attempted to get out of 
danger, a bullet slammed into 
the rear driver’s side of his van. 

The slug did not hit Sanders or 
his passenger, but he said the 
hot lead narrowly missed the 
ambulette’s gas tank.

Sanders said he is shaken 
but relieved that both he and 
his patient are okay.

“I just want to go home 
to my wife,” he said. “I’m so 
thankful.”

Paramedics transported 
the man injured in the shoot-
ing to New York Methodist 
Hospital, a spokesman said.

Bluestone concreting closes borough’s stoop

ROPED OFF: Cops look for evi-
dence in an ambulette that caught 
a stray bullet. Photo by Paul Martinka

CLOSE CALL: Ambulette driver Johnalee Sanders points to the area 
where a stray bullet struck his vehicle as he transported a patient in 
Vinegar Hill last Friday. Photo by Paul Martinka

BOROUGH HOLE: (Above)
Downtown dwellers will have 
to fi nd somewhere new to eat 
their lunch, because Borough 
Hall Plaza is a mess. (Left) 
Classic-but-worn bluestone 
tiles at Borough Hall to be 
replaced by Parks. (Bottom) 
The badly damaged bluestone 
walkway.

BREAK FOR LUNCH!

Ambulette gets 
shot in Vinegar Hill

LOOK OUT: Cops say this man at-
tacked a woman. NYPD

Police: Man punched woman in the face
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FREE ESTIMATES
Call Us Today

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Spry super-centenarian Su-
sannah Mushatt “Miss Su-
sie” Jones received an early 
birthday present when she 
became the oldest living 
person on Earth — three 
weeks shy of turning 116.

Jones — a former tenant 
patrol volunteer at the Van-
dalia Senior Center in East 
New York — became the 
planet’s longest-living resi-
dents after 116-year-old Jer-
alean Talley of Michigan 
died peacefully in her sleep 
on June 17, according to 
the Gerontology Research 
Group.

“I’m the oldest per-
son in the world? No, I’m 
not!” Miss Susie report-
edly said to her grand-
niece, Myra Simpson, 40, 
after discovering her new 
celebrity.

Jones was the world’s 
fourth oldest person at the 
start of the year, but rose 
rapidly through the ranks 
after Misao Okawa of Ja-
pan died in April at 117. Her 
116-year-old successor, Ger-

trude Weaver, died just four 
days later, passing the torch 
to Talley, who reigned for 78 
days.

The sprightly senior, 
who lost her eyesight and 
is hard of hearing, is oth-
erwise hale and hearty, ac-
cording to Vandalia direc-
tor Dee Pozzuoli, adding 
that Jones was a diligent 
patrolwoman well into her 
90s at the city-run build-
ing.

“Miss Susie would watch 
who came and who went,” 
she said. “She is still very 
sharp of mind.” 

Jones’s dietary habits 
offered puzzling food for 
thought, added Pozzuoli.

“She swears by eating 
grits and bacon every morn-
ing!” Pozzuoli said.

Jones was born on July 
6, 1899 to a sharecropping 
family in rural Alabama, 
at a time when electric-
ity in every home was just 
a bright idea, telegraphs 
were the height of high-tech 
communication, and Henry 
Ford had yet to crank out 

cars on an assembly line. 
Eager to escape her hard 
life, Jones applied to the 
Tuskegee Institute’s teach-
er’s program, but her par-
ents couldn’t afford the tu-
ition, so she moved to the 
big city instead — just as 
Harlem Renaissance was 
taking off during the Roar-
ing ’20s. 

Jones worked as a 
nanny for affl uent families 
earning $7 a week, using 
some of her wages to cre-
ate a scholarship fund for 
students at her former high 
school, and supporting her 
relatives as they relocated 
to New York.

A divorcee with no chil-
dren, Jones is a proud aunt 
to more than 100 nieces and 
nephews, many of whom at-
tended her birthdays which 
we celebrate regularly 
on our Standing O pages. 
Readers were soon en-
tranced by the cool golden 
oldie who claimed she had 
never smoked, drank alco-
hol, used make up or dyed 
her hair.

Brooklyn home to world’s oldest person

SINGULAR SUPER-CENTENARIAN: Susannah Mushatte “Miss Susie” Jones is now the oldest person 
on Earth. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

LIVE LONG 
& PROSPER
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
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T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes
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BY MAX JAEGER
The system is working — at 
last.

The Department of 
Buildings has fi nally 
stepped up enforcement 
against illegally converted 
homes in Bay Ridge and 
Dyker Heights, residents 
say. 

Locals have long battled 
the practice of dicing one-
and two-family homes into 
multi-family apartments 
without city permits and 
contrary to building codes 
— now residents and the 
city are advancing the line 
of scrimmage, according 
to local leaders.

“We seem to be mak-
ing some progress,” said 
Bob Cassara, who heads 
the Brooklyn Housing 
Preservation Alliance.  
“Out of the last four or 
five complaints, we’ve 
gotten four stop-work or-
ders.”

The alliance fi led the 
complaints less than a 
month ago, and the quick 
turnaround suggests that 
the buildings department 
is starting to take the issue 
more seriously, he said.

Another civic leader 
echoed the sentiment, 
crediting the city’s 
swift response to com-
plaints.

“You would hardly ever 
hear about a stop-work or-
der being issued before 
— now it’s constant,” said 
Fran Vella-Marrone, who 
heads the Dyker Heights 
Civic Association. “That’s 
because we have been dil-
igent in reporting them, 
and they’re being good 
about getting out there as 
soon as they can.”

The Brooklyn Housing 
Preservation Alliance and 
the Dyker Heights Civic 
Association held a joint 
meeting with the Depart-

ment of Buildings and the 
fi re department in March 
that drew hundreds of con-
cerned residents. During 
the town hall,  pols prom-
ised legislation to increase 
penalties for shady land-
lords, and buildings de-
partment honchos pledged 
more resources to South-
ern Brooklyn and an-
nounced a task force to 
meet with concerned citi-
zens . 

The legislation is still 
pending, but in the mean-
time, the task force is 
working, Cassara said.

“The big difference 
is that we have our com-
munity task force go-
ing with the DOB, fire 
department, building 
marshals, and [the De-
partment of Housing 
Preservation and Devel-
opment],” he said.

Indeed, overall enforce-
ment appears to be up 

in Bay Ridge and Dyker 
Heights this year, accord-
ing to city data.

The Department of 
Buildings issued 71 viola-
tions for work without a 
permit in the two postal 
codes covering Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights so far 
this year — compared to 47 
by this time last year,  pub-
lic records show . 

As the fi ght drags on, 
Cassara and others say 
they want to see preventa-
tive action from the city in 
the form of more oversight 
on issuing permit, better 
inspections, and steeper 
fi nes, which currently av-
erage from $500 to about 
$1,600 for un-permitted 
work.

“Hit them where it 
hurts,” Cassara said. 
“Whatever the fi nes are, its 
nothing compared to what 
[landlords] generate out of 
renting these houses.”

City taking aggressive action against illegal home divisions

FACADE OF NORMALCY: From the outside it looks like a regular 
home, but landlords were dicing this unassuming single-family 
dwelling into a multi-family apartment without consent from the 
city, Department of Buildings records show. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Conversion reversion
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he had to be ready when-
ever he spotted a person 
with striking natural 
hair.

“When I started it 
wasn’t as prevalent,” he 
said. “I would see some-
one on the bus with a 
really nice afro and I’d 
jump off three or four 
stops before mine in or-
der to talk to them and 
photograph them.”

July travelled 
around the country 
taking photos of both 
ordinary people and 
famous afro-wearers 
like Cornel West, come-
dian Reggie Watts, and 
singer Cody Chestnutt. 
But his own borough 
was an especially rich 
area for finding pho-
tography subjects, he 
said.

“One thing you find 
in Brooklyn that sort 
of never went away, 
even when afros were 
less common, is nat-
ural hair stylists. 
In other places peo-
ple are hard pressed 
to find that, but in 
Brooklyn there’s one 
within a half mile of 
each other,” said July. 
“I think Brooklyn has 
always been a very 
creative community, 
and people appreciate 
their roots and their 
history. I think people 
inspired by art tend 
to carry themselves 
in a more afrocentric 
way.”

The gallery direc-
tor, also a native Brook-
lynite, said he hopes the 
celebration of natural 
hair can help inspire a 
new generation to defi ne 
beauty outside conven-
tional norms.

“I can have the con-
versation with my 
daughter, but when she 
sees a coffee table book 
with 450 pages of men 

and women with natu-
ral hair, that is a whole 
‘nother thing,” said 
Richard Beavers, who 
founded House of Art 
to promote artwork by 
and for the residents 
of Bedford-Stuyve-
sant. “A book like this 
is something that pro-
motes and encourages 
it.”

“Afros: A Celebra-
tion of Natural Hair,” at 
House of Art Gallery [408 
Marcus Garvey Blvd. be-
tween Halsey and Macon 
streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (347) 663–8195, 
www.hoagallery.com.] 
Open Tue-Sun, 1–7 pm 
through Aug. 1.

Continued from page 1 

NATURAL

We took this art at its word. A series of sculp-

tures titled “Please Touch the Art” recently 

arrived in Brooklyn Bridge Park. Created 

by Danish artist Jeppe Hein, the interactive 

artwork is scattered from Empire Fulton 

Ferry by the Manhattan Bridge to Pier 6, 

near the base of Atlantic Avenue. The Public 

Art Fund, who installed the work, encour-

ages people to seek out and interact with 

the 16 “modifi ed social benches,” a water 

sculpture called “Appearing Rooms,” and 

“Mirror Labyrinth NY,” a collection of mir-

ror-polished steel planks. We sent reporter 

Danielle Furfaro to touch the art.

cial Bench #3,” a six-foot 
mountain of a bench, with 
only a tiny space to sit at its 
summit. I tried to climb, but 
I could get neither grip nor 
foothold on it, and kept slid-
ing back onto the ground. 

“Appearing Rooms” is 
the most interactive of the 
pieces, and certainly the 
most popular. It is a large 
square block, on which jets 
of water pop up suddenly 
to arrange various rooms 
with liquid walls. On a 
weekday afternoon, it was 
fi lled with screaming chil-
dren, so my overall impres-
sion of the piece was “wet” 
and “loud.” Standing on the 
grid, I tried to guess which 
jets would erupt next, but 
I was mostly busy dodg-
ing tiny children. Later in 

First stop: the social 
benches! Each bench feels 
the same: hard, painted 
metal that is surprisingly 
cool to the touch.  They are 
not terribly comfortable for 
sitting, but they are fun to 
look at. The bright orange 
benches bend and swoop 
erratically and fold into 
themselves.

I settled fi rst on “Mod-
ifi ed Social Bench #6,” 
which is shaped in a fi gure 
eight. The arrangement 
meant that I found myself 
staring directly at the man 
sitting on the opposite side 
of the bench. The bench 
may have tried to force me 
to be social, but feeling far 
too awkward, I got up and 
looked for the next piece. 
Further down the park I 
discovered “Modifi ed So-

I ventured to Brook-
lyn Bridge Park on a hot, 
sunny afternoon to check 
out “Please Touch the Art,” 
a series of sculptures that 
encourage people to in-
teract with them. The 18 
installations are spread 

throughout the piers of the 
park and create stunning 
visual interplays with the 
lush grass and waves of wa-
ter around them. But the 
visuals are only part of the 
story. Each piece begs to be 
played with or climbed on.
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either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

TWISTED SITTER: The pretzel shape of “Modifi ed Social Bench #6” can lead to awkward encounters with the person across the bench. 
 James Ewing

Interactive sculpture says ‘Please Touch the Art’

Hands-on experience

Continued on page 9

LOCAL COLOR: Photographer 
Michael July shot many of his 
photographs of natural Afri-
can-American hairstyles, in-
cluding this one, in his native 
Clinton Hill neighborhood. 
 Michael July
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Caribbean Life, the largest publication 
reaching New York’s Caribbean community, 

would like to thank the sponsors of the 

2015
Caribbean American Healthcare Awards
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ferent things.”
The actor in the role of 

Prince Hal never imagined 
she would have the chance 
to play the part.

“I’ve worked on Hal’s 
monologues and scenes be-
fore, mostly just for fun or 
to feed my creative self,” 
said Hannah Sloat. “Peo-
ple do all sorts of things to 
Shakespeare. This is just 
another way for audiences 

to take it in.”
One of the play’s major 

themes is the troubled rela-
tionship between the king 
and the prince, but Sloat 
said that the strength of 
Shakespeare’s writing — 
and some good advice from 
Earle — gives her the con-
fi dence to deliver her half 
of the dramatic father-son 
dynamic.

“These characters are 
so rich and full that they 
have the ability to speak 
for themselves,” Sloat said. 
“Joby reminded me that as 

actors, we are constantly 
playing characters differ-
ent than ourselves. This 
is just another version of 
that.”

“Henry IV” in Carroll 
Park [Smith Street be-
tween Carroll and Presi-
dent streets in Carroll 
Gardens, www.smith-
streetstage.com]. Part 1 on 
June 30, July 8, 10, and 16 
at 8 pm. Part 2 on July 1, 
9, 15, and 17 at 8 pm. Both 
plays back-to-back on July 
2, 11–12, and 18–19 at 6:30 
pm. Free.

zen — rather than a former 
lawmaker and law-enforce-
ment offi cer who should 
have known better.

“I am begging you to 
consider my son’s sentence 
based on his entire life, not 
just the one mistake and to 
make a sincere effort to ig-
nore the politics, the specu-
lation, and extreme nega-
tivity which have plagued 
the case before you,” mom 
Patricia Grimm wrote in a 
June 19 letter to Judge Pa-
mela K. Chen. “My son cer-
tainly made a big mistake, 
and I strongly believe that 
he should be judged as any 

other restaurant owner 
would be, and has previ-
ously been, and not more 
severely because he later 
chose to dedicate his life to 
public service.”

But his mother’s plea to 
treat Grimm like a regular 
Joe fl ies in the face of efforts 
by his attorneys to play up 
his public service as a G.I. 
Joe. His lawyers submit-
ted a copy of his honorable 
discharge from the Marine 
Corps alongside the plea 
from his mother.

 Grimm copped to tax 
fraud on Dec. 23 in a plea 
deal  to avoid a trial an-
other 19 charges, includ-
ing tax fraud, hiring un-
documented workers, and 
lying under oath. 

 He stepped down on Jan. 
5  — just weeks after the in-
dicted legislator  sailed to 
re-election against former 
Coney Island councilman 
Domenic Recchia . 

Grimm, an attorney and 
retired agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, 
lost his federal pension 
and could be disbarred for 
his crimes, according to 
a letter he wrote to Chen. 
He faces up to three years 
in prison and a maximum 
fi ne of $100,000.

For their part, prosecu-
tors say the former law-
maker, ex-Marine, and sea-
soned federal investigator 
should have known better.

Grimm’s sentencing is 
set for July 17.

they will end up as road-
kill, said Mayor DeBlasio.

“Today, we’re taking 
a big step to returning 
our parks to the people,” 
said the mayor, who has 
been advocating for fewer 
cars in the park since his 
days as a city councilman. 
“We’re creating safe zones 
for kids to play in, for bik-
ers, for joggers, for every-
one to know that they will 
be safer and they can enjoy 
the park in peace.”

Transit honchos say 
they’re confi dent the clo-
sure will not result in rush-
hour traffi c jams in sur-
rounding neighborhoods 
— about 200 cars an hour 
travel through West Drive 
when it is open, which 
nearby streets should be 
able to absorb with mini-
mal headaches, said Trans-
portation Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg. 

DeBlasio announced 
the change in conjunc-
tion with a similar plan 
for Manhattan’s Central 
Park, a large swathe of 

greenery in the 
middle of the is-
land.

C o m m u n i t y 
activists have  for 
years  demanded 
the city ban traf-
fi c from New 
York’s premier 
parklands. Tran-
sit advocates wel-
comed the news, 
but said they 
won’t stop fi ght-
ing until both 
parks are 100-per-
cent car-free.

“As we cele-
brate this great 
milestone today, 
we also look for-
ward to the day 
when both parks 
are completely 
car-free, and we 
will continue our 
advocacy work 

until that happens,” said 
Paul Steely White, execu-
tive director of anti-car 
group Transportation Al-
ternatives.

Continued from page 1 

PARK

Continued from page 1 

GRIMM

LET MY PARKS FREE: Mayor DeBlasio de-
clares Prospect Park’s West Drive car free 
during certain hours between Grand Army 
Plaza and Park Circle at a press confer-
ence on June 18. Photo by Paul Martinka

Continued from page 1 

HENRY
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Kids will spend 11 minutes 
dressing Spike up 
like a princess.

How about two 
minutes to brush 

their teeth?

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

the summer, I can see over-
heated Dumbo offi ce work-
ers stopping here to cool 
off.

The mirror labyrinth, a 
spiral maze constructed of 
dozens of double-sided mir-
ror shards, was the most fun 
for me. Stepping into it was 
like visiting an alternate 
universe where distance, 
size, and shape are perpet-
ually changing. It was a bit 

dizzying, but also very in-
spiring. I walked around 
the interior, but with fl ash-
ing refl ections of the grass, 
sky, and other visitors, it 
was impossible to tell what 
was where, or even where I 
was. The only mundane por-
tion was the muddy ground 
below my feet.

“Please Touch the Art” 
at Brooklyn Bridge Park. 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. “Appearing Rooms” 
on display until Sept. 28, 
all other art until April 17, 
2016. 

WATER WALL: Children play in “Appearing Rooms,” a water sculp-
ture that is part of the “Please Touch the Art” series at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. Photo by Jason Speakman

ART
Continued from page 6

BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
The past and the future 
of video gaming faced 
off at the New York City 
Arcade 2015 show Down-
town on June 18, where 
joystick jockeys had the 
chance to road-test both 
the classic arcade-style 
games of yesteryear and 
the virtual reality tech-
nology set to take the in-
dustry by storm in years 
to come.

On one side of New 
York University Poly-
technic School of Engi-
neering’s Game Center at 
MetroTech, traditional-
ists smashed buttons on 
cabinet games that har-
kened back to 8-bit titles 
like “Asteroids” and the 
original “Super Mario 
Bros.” Across the room, 
a separate crowd tested 
out the video games of 
tomorrow, strapping 
on goggles to immerse 

themselves in “Tron”-
like worlds.

One player, who got his 

first taste of 
virtual re-
ality at the 
expo, said he 
was firmly 
on team new-
school. 

“Since it’s 
my fi rst con-
tact with vir-
tual reality, 
I think it’s 
a pretty big 
deal,” said 
Dan Brandao. 
“I don’t think 
you can get 
this from any-
where else.” 

The Game 
Center, which 
is part of the 
Tisch School 
of the Arts’ 
game design 
school, of-

fers classes on game de-
velopment and design, and 
is also a hub for gaming 

nights, competitions, and 
conferences. 

Last Thursday’s show 
featured 85 games from 
up-and-coming local inde-
pendent developers, and 
creators said the event 
was as much about show-
ing off their latest works 
as hobnobbing with other 
movers and shakers in 
the scene. One fi rst-time 
developer said he was 
blown away to see how 
many great games are be-
ing made in the city right 
now.

“We’re just really 
psyched to start finding 
out about the indie-game 
development community 
here in New York,” said 
Paul Hiam, a student at 
the Tisch School of the 
Arts, who attended the 
event to show off  a cus-
tom arcade cabinet  that 
he designed with two 
friends. 

Joystick division!
Video games face off at Downtown arcade expo

STEP RIGHT UP!: Paul Hiam shows off his 
fi rst game, ‘Space … Woah.’ 
 Photo by Joseph Altobelli
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BY MAX JAEGER
A transit cop is in stable 
condition after he shot 
and killed the man who 
slashed him in the neck 
with a hunting knife in 

Brighton Beach on June 
18. 

Police officer Fillippo 
Gugliara intervened when 
a maniac with an 11-inch 
blade was attacking an el-
derly woman, according to 
authorities, and Mayor De-
Blasio praised the injured 
officer during a press con-
ference at Lutheran Medi-
cal Center, where the hero 
is recovering.

“He was brave — he 
pursued his perp, followed 
his training, did the right 
thing,” DeBlasio said. “He 
went toward the danger.”

Gugliara, a two-year 
veteran assigned to the 
force’s transit division, 
was standing on the plat-
form of the Ocean Park-
way Q train station at 1:15 
pm when he heard a com-
motion on the street, po-
lice said. 

He went down to street 
level to take a look, and 
found a 58-year-old man 

who had just attacked a 
78-year-old woman with a 
knife, officials said. 

Gugliara tried to ap-
prehend the man, who 
slashed him in the neck 
with the nearly foot-long 
blade, according to po-
lice, and the injured offi-
cer squeezed off two shots 
from his service weapon, 
striking the assailant in 
the torso. Emergency re-
sponders took the cop to 
Lutheran Medical Center 
in stable condition, and 
pronounced the attacker 
dead at the scene, police 
said. 

Police have not released 
the attacker’s name, but 
chief of detectives Bob 
Boyce said he had one 
sealed prior arrest for an 
aggravated crime.

Police believe the man 
was involved at an inci-
dent in a nearby store and 
the elderly woman was try-
ing to intervene when the 

brute attacked her, police 
Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton said at a press confer-
ence that afternoon. 

Bratton and Mayor De-
Blasio met with Gugliara 
and his family at the Sun-
set Park hospital. 

The attack and the in-
cident at the store are still 
under investigation, po-
lice said.

GRIZZLY END: Police investigate after a cop shot and killed a man who slashed the offi cer’s neck with 
a hunting knife after attacking an elderly woman in Brighton Beach on June 18. Photo by Paul Martinka

DIDN’T MISS A BEAT: The of-
fi ce was on the Q train platform 
when he heard the knife-wield-
ing maniac attacking a woman 
on the street.   
 Photo by Paul Martinka

Hero cop shoots maniac who 
attacked him, elderly woman
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