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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Call it a fl ame war.

Hordes of people showed 
up at Fort Greene Park last 
Wednesday night for a fl ag-
burning event, some loudly 
defending the American fl ag 
as a symbol of freedom while 
others denounced it as an em-
blem of white supremacy. The 
two groups descended in a 
maelstrom of fl ag-waving and 
shouting, while a handful of 
activists quietly burned the 
banner in a nearby barbecue 
pit.

A group calling itself Dis-
arm NYPD announced the 
event online last week, in-
viting people to join them in 
burning the Confederate fl ag 
as a protest against racism. 
The group later decided to go 
ahead and toss in the Ameri-
can fl ag as well, claiming it to 
be a modern-day symbol of op-
pression and racial violence, 
and news of the event quickly 
spread through the national 
media — which turned out in 
force to cover the protest. 

The event was slated to 
take place at the corner of 
Myrtle Avenue and Washing-
ton Place in Fort Greene Park, 
but when defenders of the stars 
and stripes showed up in patri-
otic regalia to fi ght back, there 
were no fl ag-burners in sight. 

That is because the activist 
group was actually perform-
ing the promised torching in 
a tiny barbecue directly in 
front of the Prison Ship Mar-
tyr’s Monument in the center 
of the park. When smoke arose 
over the hill, the pro-fl ag pro-
testers took off running and 
found a small group of activ-
ists — about a dozen, accord-
ing to cops — most of whom 
scattered when confronted 

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
No tank you!

The feds must reject plans 
to close the beloved Double-
D pool in Gowanus for up to 
nine years to make way for 
a giant underground sewage 
container, say local residents.

The federal Environmental 
Protection Agency is forcing 
the city to build two giant un-
derground cisterns near the 
Gowanus Canal, which will 
store water during storms 
so that less raw sewage fl ows 
into the Gowanus Canal, as 
part of the so-called Super-
fund cleanup of the fetid wa-
terway. The city’s Department 
of Environmental Protection 
on June 30 revealed the fi nal 
site proposals it has made to 
the agency — all of which in-
volve putting one tank be-
neath or near the pool, which 
it says could put the watering 
hole out of action for almost a 
decade. 

Local activists say they 
will fi ght any plan that in-
cludes shutting down their 
cherished pool.

“We are actively protest-
ing the fact that they’re even 
thinking about that,” said Sue 
Wolfe, president of Friends 

Double D 
may shut for 
nine years

Continued on page 23Continued on page 21
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Thousands of Brooklynites gathered on the borough’s waterfront to watch the Macy’s Fourth of July 
fi reworks light up the East River on Saturday. For more, see page 3. Photo by Jason Speakman

The rocket’s red glare!

POOL’S OUT 
FOR SUMMER

Old Glory 
burned, 
honored  
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By Max Jaeger

Don’t screw the pooch!
A dog is on his last legs, but 

you can save the ailing ankle-biter 
during the street game festival Come Out 
and Play in Dumbo on July 17. The game 
— called “Veterinarian’s Hospital: Ruff 
Day” — asks players to perform a series of 
life-saving techniques on what is arguably 
the cutest video game controller around.

“We took a stuffed animal dog, ripped 
it open, and stuck a bunch of sensors in it,” 
said designer Edward Melcer, a Brooklyn 
Heights resident.

An overhead projector prompts players 
to check the toy hound’s pulse, administer 

chest compressions, and perform cardiopul-
monary resuscitation. Follow the directions 
in the allotted time, and Bark Obama may 
just pull through — but no hot-dogging, 
because this plush pooch’s life is on the line, 
another programmer said.

“If you mess up then the dog dies — no 
pressure,” said Nolan Filter.

Melcer, Filter, and third partner Ken 
Amarit made the game as part of a New 
York University School of Polytechnic 
Engineering class called “Beyond the 
Joystick” that explored non-traditional 
game controllers, they said.

“It was almost like [television’s] ‘Project 
Runway’ where every week we’d have a 

different challenge,” Filter said.
When they got an assignment to make a 

controller with materials from a thrift store, 
they saw an opportunity they could really 
sink their teeth into, Melcer said.

“We thought ‘What kind of morbid 
weird thing can we do that would be fun?’ ” 
he said.

And then they found stuffed animal 
Bark Obama (no relation to the 44th presi-
dent of the United States) on a thrift store 
shelf.

“We saw a dog and we’re like ‘Welp, 
that’s it,’ ” Filter said. “It’s this droopy little 
dog that looks like it might need some sav-
ing.”

Other highlights of the outside game 
festival include “Abba Babba,” in which 
players try to negotiate the border to a fic-
tional country while speaking in a made-up 
language; “Bocce Drift,” a variation on the 
classic ball-tossing game that lets players 
use obstacles in the surrounding streets; and 
“RainboDisko,” a dexterity-based game that 
uses a spinning record player as a board.

“Veterinarian’s Hospital: Ruff Day” 
at the Come Out and Play Festival (at 
the Manhattan Bridge archway plaza 
off Anchorage Place between Pearl and 
Plymouth streets in Dumbo, www.come-
outandplay.org). 7–10:30 pm on July 17. 
Free.

Resuscitate a robot dog at Dumbo game festival

Call animal control: New York University students Nolan 
Filter and Edward Melcer made a game that uses a stuffed 
dog as a controller. Players have to pound the hound’s 
chest, check his pulse, and give him mouth-to-mouth to 
save the sick pup. Give it a try yourself at the Come Out 
and Play festival in Dumbo on July 17. Photo by Sara Hylton

Canine lives

BY RUTH BROWN
We have a new wiener!

Matt “Megatoad” Stonie is 
your new Nathan’s Hot Dog-
Eating Contest champion, de-
throning eight-time Mustard 
Belt winner Joey “Jaws” Chest-
nut in the annual July Fourth 
chow-down in Coney Island. 
A stunned Stonie said he was 
amazed to have snatched vic-
tory from Jaws’ defeat, but that 
he came prepared.

“I trained hard for this,” 
said Stonie. “I’m undefeated 
this year. I already beat Joey 
this year at a gyro contest in 
May, and I beat him at six dif-
ferent contests last year.”

Stonie, returning for his 
sixth year, downed 62 dogs to 
Chestnut’s 60, beating his per-
sonal record of 56. He entered 
the contest ranked second. Tim 
“Eater X” Janus came in a dis-
tant third, devouring 35 dogs. 

Chestnut, who still holds 
the tournament record for the 
69 dogs he demolished in 2013, 
said he never really found his 
rhythm in this year’s 10-min-
ute dog-devouring show-down, 
but praised his opponent’s per-
formance.

“I just had trouble,” said 
the former champion. “I was 
slow and he was eating fast.”

Earlier in the day, defend-
ing champion Miki Sudo won 
the women’s division for a sec-
ond year, polishing off 38 dogs 
to beat Sonya “Black Widow” 
Thomas, who put away 31. 

“Last year I was a rookie 
underdog,” said Sudo. “This 
year was an entirely different 
level of pressure as a defend-
ing champion.”

It has been a big year for 
Stonie’s stomach. The up-
start set a new birthday 
cake-eating record in Feb-
ruary, eating 14.5 pounds 
in eight minutes. Later that 
month, he set another record, 
wolfi ng down 182 strips of ba-
con in fi ve minutes, before 
smashing another in May by 

inhaling 34 pepperoni rolls 
in 10 minutes. He also holds 
records for frozen yogurt, gy-
ros, pumpkin pie, slugburg-
ers, fry-bread tacos, and tra-
ditional tacos, according to 
Major League Eating, the 
sanctioning body for more 
than 80 competitive eating 
contests around the world. 
Stonie said that he compares 
competitive eating to body-
building or weightlifting.

“It’s all about building up 
your throat muscles and your 
stomach,” Stonie said. “I made 
some major gains this year.”

The new chomp champ said 
that performing in front of 
40,000 people at Coney Island 
used to be distracting and over-
whelming, but these days, he’s 

turned it to his advantage.
“I heard [emcee and com-

petitive eating impresario] 
George Shea say that I was 
two dogs ahead and the crowd 
erupted into a roar,” said 
Stonie. “It pushes you to not 
slow down and keep eating.”

— with Eric Faynberg

Stonie dethrones Chestnut in Nathan’s Hot Dog-Eating contest

CHOW-DOWN SHOW-DOWN: (Top) 
Contest emcee and organizer 
George Shea raises Matt Stonie’s 
hand in victory at the Nathan’s 
Hot Dog-Eating Contest on July 4 
in Coney Island. (Above) Women’s 
division winners Miki Sudo, at left, 
and Matt Stonie show off their 
championship belts. (Right) Matt 
Stonie set the pace from the fi rst 
bite. Photos by Paul Martinka

STOMACH UPSET! 
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Talk about bursting with pride!
Fans of patriotic pyrotechnics 
gathered by the thousands in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park on Sat-
urday to celebrate Indepen-
dence Day and “oooh” and 
“aaah” as fi reworks exploded 
above the East River.

Onlookers cheered as Ma-
cy’s annual display of razzle 
and dazzle lit up the night sky, 

obscuring the distant Man-
hattan skyline behind bursts 
of red, white, and blue.

Organizers fi red more than 
50,000 shells from four barges 
between the Brooklyn Bridge 
and tip of Greenpoint during 
the 25-minute spectacle. Ex-
plosive new pyrotechnic ef-
fects this year included ghosts, 
octopi, dragons, stars, hearts, 
and spider webs, according to 

the event website.
The extravaganza marked 

the second year in a row that 
the display has been visible to 
Brooklynites, after Mayor De-
Blasio — a former denizen and 
representative of Park Slope — 
last year convinced the retail 
giant to move its display back 
to the East River, following 
fi ve years of entertaining New 
Jerseyans on the Hudson.

Borough celebrates America over long weekend

OH SAY CAN YOU SEE: (Counterclockwise from top) A spectator waves an American fl ag in Brooklyn Bridge Park on July Fourth as celebratory fi reworks explode above the East River. 
True patriot Sahara Herschtein is all smiles and decked out in head-to-toe red, white, and blue at Fort Hamilton’s Independence Day celebration on July 3. Veteran performers-for-vets 
from the United Service Organizations entertain crowds at Fort Hamilton. Pyrotechnic magic highlights the Freedom Tower in the distant Manhattan skyline during the Macy’s fi reworks 
display on July 4.
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
It is out with the cold Singha 
beer and in with “The Chew.”

The owner of trendy Co-
lumbia Street Thai eatery Pok 
Pok closed the restaurant’s 
adjacent bar Whiskey Soda 
Lounge last Friday, and is 
signing the venue over to ce-
lebrity chef Carla Hall, a co-
host of the popular network 
television talk-show, who will 
turn it into a comfort-food res-
taurant.

Hall, who also competed on 
two seasons of reality televi-
sion show “Top Chef,” plans to 
open a joint called Carla Hall’s 
Southern Kitchen in the cozy 
space at the corner of Colum-
bia and Kane streets.

“We’re heading to Brook-
lyn baby!” Hall  wrote on Fri-
day on her Kickstarter page , 
where she raised $264,703 for 
the prospective eatery late last 
year. “More specifi cally Cob-
ble Hook, between Red Hook 
and Cobble Hill.”

Cobble Hook is not an ac-
tual place, but Whiskey Soda 
Lounge owner Andy Ricker 
confi rms he recently handed 

the corner space in the Colum-
bia Waterfront District over to 
Hall. 

Ricker said the erstwhile 
Thai tavern, which was best-
known for serving  beer slush-
ies  and Pok Pok’s  signature 
fi sh-sauce chicken wings , sim-
ply wasn’t making enough 

money to stay open in the 
space.  He created the watering-
hole-in-the-wall two years ago  
to accommodate the hordes of 
foodies lining up for a coveted 
seat in his much-hyped res-
taurant. But he said business 
dwindled during the recent 
brutal winter, and when Pok 
Pok started taking reserva-
tions earlier this year, the bar 
didn’t have enough customers 
of its own to stay profi table.

“No one’s happy to see it 
go, but what can you do? The 
public has spoken and that’s 
the deal,” said Ricker, who 
also owns a second store on 
the strip, noodle shop Pok Pok 
Phat Thai — which he relo-
cated from Manhattan to Co-
lumbia Street last year — as 
well as a swathe of Pok Pok 
spin-offs in Portland, Ore. and 
one in Los Angeles. 

Hall will also try to make 
her fortune slinging poultry 
at the site — her eatery will 
specialize in Nashville hot 
chicken, a style of spicy fried 
fowl served with white bread 
and pickles, according to its 
website.

Ricker said he welcomes 
the clucky competitor to the 
block, and hopes Hall’s new 
outfi t will bring more atten-
tion and hungry visitors to 
the sleepy nabe, which has no 
subway stop and is serviced 
only by  the notoriously fl aky 
B61 bus . 

“Having another option 

down there will drive more 
traffi c to the area,” he said. 
“The more interesting things 
you have the more the neigh-
borhood becomes vital.”

The 12-block Columbia 
Waterfront District, which 
is fl anked by Red Hook and 
Brooklyn Heights and cut 

Whiskey Soda Lounge shuts, celebrity eatery opening

CLOSED FOR BUSINESS: Thai tavern Whiskey Soda Lounge, on Columbia 
and Kane streets, is closed for good.  Photo by Jason Speakman

HOOTIE HOO: Celebrity chef Carla 
Hall will open a comfort food joint 
in the Whiskey Soda Lounge space.
 Associated Press / Jason Decrow  

Becoming un-Thai-d! 

Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, 
OXFORD, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, ELDERPLAN, 
HORIZON and many others

age
43

age
48

Call Today
718.832.3313
skinworksny.com

Javier Zelaya, M.D.
254 Prospect Park West, Bklyn
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Continued on page 18
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BY RUTH BROWN
Talk about low spirits! 

Popular Smith Street whiskey joint 
Char No. 4 announced last Thursday 
that it will mix its last Manhattan 
this weekend, leaving many locals 
mourning their favorite neighbor-
hood hangout. 

“I’ll miss this place. I’m going to 
miss the people — the bartenders, 
the manager. That’s what makes this 
place awesome,” said Claudine Z., one 
of many Char-fl ies who gathered at 
the Cobble Hill tavern last Thursday 
night to pay their respects. “This is my 
people. This is where we come. I don’t 
know where we’re going to go now.”

Owner Sean Josephs sent out an e-
mail on July 2 announcing the restau-
rant’s impending closure on Sunday, 
July 12 and thanking patrons for their 
support since the bar  opened in 2008 .

“We have had an amazing seven 
years in business during which time 
we have made so many great friends 
and served our share of bourbon and 
smoked meat, which I’d like to think 
has made for a lot of happy people,” 
Josephs said.

Josephs did not say why the bar was 
closing, and was not available for com-
ment by our print deadline, but regu-

lars said it did not seem like the venue 
was struggling for business.

“This place is always packed,” 
said Richard Chamblin of Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens, who added that 
the meatery is his favorite place in 
Brooklyn. “My wife and I come here 
for brunch and for date night.”

The saloon is best known for its 
extensive menus of  American whis-
keys  and  smoked meat dishes .  This 
paper famously reported in 2012  on 
a 24-year-old bottle of Martin Mills 
bourbon that the bar was serving 
for $100 a sip. At the time, no one had 
ever ordered a drop, but the bottle is 
almost certainly empty now — the 
venue was selling all its old and rare 
whiskeys for $6 an ounce on Thurs-
day night, and by 9 pm, patrons had 
drunk the top-shelf tipples almost 
completely dry.

The drop-and-chop-house will 
serve a limited bill of fare for its fi nal 
days in business, featuring long-time 
favorites and some of its most success-
ful specials.
— On-the-scene reporting by Bill Roundy

Char No. 4 [196 Smith St. between 
Warren and Baltic streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 643–2106, www.charno4.
com].

Cobble Hill’s Char No. 4 is closing

EARLY DAYS: Char No. 4’s then-chef Matt Greco and owner Sean Josephs toast the venue 
shortly after it opened in 2008. File photo by Elyssa Pachico

WHISKEY
BUSINESS
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
They were the stars and stripes 
of the show!

Park Slope welcomed some 
of the United States’ newest 
citizens with a naturaliza-
tion ceremony at historic Old 
Stone House on June 30, and 
one organizer said just wit-
nessing the process made her 
feel lucky to be an American.

“We don’t often think of 
our rights and responsibili-
ties as citizens, and the idea of 
becoming a citizen,” said Kim 

Maier, the executive director 
of the Old Stone House. “This 
was a great reminder of that 
privilege.”

Twenty immigrants from 
17 different countries took part 
in the event, where they swore 
both the Pledge and  Oath of 
Allegiance , led by Assembly-
woman Jo Anne Simon, and 
were granted their certifi cates 
of citizenship. 

Kids from local thespian 
troupe Piper Theatre Produc-
tions performed “The Star 

Spangled Banner” and their 
families held a pot-luck feast 
for the new citizens, who hail 
from around Brooklyn and bu-
colic Staten Island. The young 
actors also used the opportu-
nity to chat to the guests of 
honor about about their expe-
riences as immigrants, col-
lecting stories they will use to 
write new plays, which they 
will debut next month. 

The family festivities gave 
the ceremony a real sense of 

WE THE PEOPLE: (Above) Marie Andre from Haiti, right, sheds a tear 
as she celebrates her newly offi cial US citizenship. (Center) Immi-
grants swear the Oath of Allegiance. (Left) New citizens were given a 
copy of the Declaration of Independence and a small American fl ag.
 Photos by Jason Speakman

Red, White, and Bklyn!

Ready for the Ultimate Car buying experience?
Gem Auto Leasing is happy to provide this free service 

to consumers and businesses to keep your 
auto buying experience fun and hassle free.

We Do The Work For You. 
Bring in our competitors price quote in writing 

and Gem Auto will beat it! 

OOOOONNNE SSTTOOOPPP SHHHOOPPIING - AAAAALLLLLLLLLL MMMMMAAAAAKKEES & MOODDDEELLSS

1809 Gravesend Neck Road
(Bet. E.18 & E.19 St.)
Brooklyn, New York 11229

718-646-GEM1(4361)

“If You Dream It... 

  You Can

    Drive It.”

35+ Years 

Automotive 

Experience

www.Gemautoleasing.com

Grand
Opening

w/ Lease 
or Purchase

Continued on page 18
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A summer fête celebrating France’s independence 
day featuring a day full of music, shopping, 
eats, and family fun at Brookfield Place!

SUNDAY, 
JULY 12
11AM - 6PM

230 VESEY ST | ON THE HUDSON WATERFRONT
1 BLOCK WEST OF THE 1WTC OBSERVATORY
BROOKFIELDPLACENY.COM | @BROOKFIELDPLNY

FREE!
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Thieving stroll
Someone snatched a woman’s 

wallet from a stroller while she 
browsed a Fifth Avenue pharmacy 
on June 23.

The woman told cops that she 
was grabbing an item from the shelf 
at a drug store near Ninth Street at 
4:45 pm when a man in a white shirt 
swooped in and grabbed her wallet 
from her child’s stroller.  

Contents of the wallet included 
a wad of cash, several credit cards, 
and a diver’s license. Cops say the 
act was caught on camera but the 
sneak has not been identifi ed and 
no arrests have been made. 

Grand theft uh-oh
A thief nabbed a Honda from At-

lantic Avenue on June 25 and van-
ished without a trace.

The car owner told cops she was 
visiting her grandmother when she 
left her white Honda Pilot parked 
near Carlton Avenue. She returned 
around 1 pm to fi nd the car missing, 
with no broken glass at the scene. 
The thieves also made off with her 
iPad, which she had left in the car. 

Ping-Pong prowler 
A troublemaker took a wallet 

from a Ping-Pong player at a Flat-
bush Avenue bar on June 21.

The victim says she was playing 
the tabletop game at the bar near 
Prospect Place at 11:30 pm when she 
noticed that someone had swiped 
her wallet, cash, credit card, and 
cellphone. 

The credit card was later used at 
a gas station, cops say. 

— Allegra Hobbs

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–RED 

HOOK

Pair of sneaks
A couple of conniving door-to-

door salesmen bound and robbed a 
Warren Street resident on July 3. 

The pair came to the victim’s 
door between Henry and Clinton 
streets at 10 pm, offering to sell him 
a pair of sneakers, police said. The 
guy left the room to grab some cash, 
but when he came back, the sales-
people jumped him and tied him up, 
saying they’d kill him if he wriggled 
loose, offi cials said. 

The man took his chances and 
squirmed out of his bindings, fi ght-
ing back against his attackers un-
til they fl ed — with $800 and an iP-
hone, police said.

Purses pinched
For at least the second time in 

two weeks, someone copped a bunch 
of haute couture clutches from a 

purse store on Atlantic Avenue on 
July 5. 

The bag-bonkers bandit busted 
into the store between Clinton 
and Court streets in Cobble Hill 
at 4:40 pm, grabbed two totes total-
ing $3,290, and beat it before any-
one could stop him, police said. The 
thief was a male in his 20s, offi cials 
said.

Sucker punch
A wacko punched a total stranger 

for no apparent reason on Hoyt 
Street early July 4. 

The 54-year-old victim was near 
Warren Street in Boerum Hill at 
12:40 am when the maniac socked 
him and then fl ed, police said. The 
attacker fl ed on foot, and emergency 
services took the victim to New 
York University-Langone Cobble 
Hill, police said.

Oldster clobbered
A wretch wrestled an elderly 

woman over her purse at the corner 
of Sackett and Court streets in Car-
roll Gardens on July 3. 

The 65-year-old victim was walk-
ing home from the Smith-Ninth 
Street train station with her hus-
band at 6:30 pm when they noticed 
a younger woman started follow-
ing them, a police report states. The 
woman followed them home, and 
as they walked up their steps, she 
struck, grasping at the woman’s 
purse, police said. 

The victim fought back and kept 
hold of her bag, but she got some 
cuts and scrapes to her knees in the 
process, offi cials said. 

The victim described the at-
tacker as a woman in her 50s stand-
ing 5-foot-4, and wearing a black T-
shirt, yoga pants, and a black wig, 
police said. — Max Jaeger

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–BOERUM 

HILL–DOWNTOWN

Rock clock
A madman with a rock in a sock 

clocked a woman on Bond Street on 
June 29 before disappearing into 
the night, according to police. 

The victim, a 54-year-old woman, 
was near Atlantic Avenue shortly 
before 1 am when the improvised-
weapon-wielding maniac took a 
swing at her head, striking her in 
the face and leaving her with cuts 
and bruises before fl eeing toward 
Pacifi c Street, cops said.

The victim refused medical 
treatment at the scene, according to 
a report.

Some pals
A pair of crooks attacked and 

robbed a woman inside a Duffi eld 
Street single room occupancy build-
ing on June 29, according to a re-
port.

The two brutes, who police said 
lived in the same building between 
Willoughby and Fulton streets, 
were familiar with the victim, and 
knocked on the woman’s door at 
about 9:30 pm. 

But instead of saying howdy, one 
of the ruffi ans knocked the woman 
out with a blow from an unknown 
weapon to her neck, according to a 
report. 

When the 24-year-old woman 
came to, she found the home invad-
ers had snagged a wallet with $500 
in cash, cops said.

Check your baggage
A patron at a Water Street bar 

lost thousands of dollars worth 
of electronics after a sneaky thief 
made off with his computer bag on 
June 29, according to police.

The victim strolled into the wa-
tering hole between Main and Dock 
streets at about 11 pm and set his 
computer bag down by the bar, cops 
said. 

When the man checked on his be-
longings at 3 am, a malcontent had 
absconded with the bag and its con-
tents — which included a Dell lap-
top, an iPad, and a pair of Beats by 
Dre headphones — according to a 
report. — Noah Hurowitz

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

Moving out
Some unknown crook snatched 

a purse set down on a Meserole Av-
enue sidewalk on July 4 while the 
owner moved furniture. 

The victim told police that she 
was moving furniture into an apart-
ment between Lorimer Street and 
Manhattan Avenue at 3 pm when 
she set her purse down on the side-
walk in front of her building. 

When she came back outside a 
few minutes later, her purse, which 
contain her debit card, smartphone, 
wallet, $200 in cash, passport, note-
books, and medicines, was missing. 

Scorned love
A dumped beau tracked down 

his ex-girlfriend to Graham Avenue 
on July 3, punched her in the face, 
and stole her purse as she was leav-
ing work, cops reported.

The victim told police that she 
was between Varet and Moore 
streets at 7:45 pm when her ex 
grabbed her by the hair, punched 
her in the face, and grabbed her 
purse, which contained $90 in cash.

Broken home
A pair of tough guys robbed a 

Moore Street resident in the hall-
way of his building on July 3.

The victim told police that he 
was inside of his building between 
Humboldt Street and Bushwick Av-
enue at 9:30 pm when a guy suddenly 
punched him in the face and kicked 
him in the stomach. 

The other punk grabbed his 
wallet and both robbers ran away. 
Emergency personnel took the vic-
tim to Bellevue Hospital. 

Sneaker sneak
An intruder was caught raiding 

a man’s sneaker collection in his S. 
Fourth Street home on July 3.

The victim told police that he 
walked into his apartment between 
Havemeyer and Roebling streets at 
2:25 pm and found a strange man go-
ing through his fancy trainers. 

The sneaker-happy thief shoved 
the victim into the bathroom and 
locked him in there. 

The victim found 25 pairs of his 
running shoes gone when he fi nally 
got out of the bathroom. 

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

Sneaking away
Cops cuffed a pair of teenagers 

who they say robbed another teen of 
several pair of sneakers — instead 
of buying them as they said they 
would — on Manhattan Avenue on 
July 4.

The 15-year-old victim told police 
that he set up a meeting with one of 
the teens to sell him some sneakers. 
He met him between Calyer Street 
and Greenpoint Avenue at 12:30 pm, 
and when he got there, his connec-
tion lured him to a secluded spot 
and he and another guy started 
punching and kicking the victim, 
cops said. 

The victim fell to the ground, and 
the suspects pulled the sneakers off 
of his feet and then grabbed three 
more pairs of Air Jordans that were 
in his backpack, according to the 
police report. 

They also allegedly took the vic-
tim’s smartphone. 

Police recovered all the stolen 
items and charged the duo with rob-
bery. — Danielle Furfaro
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IN GEAR
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
They’re trying to fi nd some 
middle ground.

The city must build a mid-
dle school at the Pacifi c Park 
mega-development in Pros-
pect Heights, a group of local 
parents and pols demanded 
last Tuesday.

The city’s education de-
partment plans to open a 616-
seat school for kindergarten-
ers through eighth-graders at 
the complex formerly known 
as Atlantic Yards. But the res-
idents say the school district 
— which also encompasses 
Brooklyn Heights, Downtown, 
Dumbo, Fort Greene, Clinton 
Hill, and a sliver of Park Slope 
— desperately needs a dedi-
cated facility for tweens, and 
the lack of options in the area 
is forcing parents to put their 
offspring in private schools or 
abandon the neighborhoods 
altogether. 

“I personally have lost 
friends to other communities 
because they sought an appro-
priate middle-school educa-
tion for their children,” said 

Sharon Wedderburn, chair of 
the education committee of 
Community Board 8, which 
covers Prospect Heights and 
Crown Heights. 

The middle-school agita-
tors — a coalition that in-
cludes the local community 
education council and com-
munity board, and parents 
from PS 9 in Prospect Heights 
—  launched an online peti-
tion last Tuesday  demanding 
Mayor DeBlasio and schools 
chancellor Carmen Farina 
commit to creating an inter-
mediate school at the site that 
specializes in high-tech sci-
ence subjects including soft-
ware engineering and robot-
ics, and dual-language classes 
in both French and Spanish, 
which it claims will build on 
programs already running in 
local grade schools.

“A dedicated middle school 
accessible to all students in 
our district will not only pro-
vide needed additional mid-
dle school seats, but it will 
increase the diversity and 
stability of our elementary 

schools, too,” reads the peti-
tion from the group, which is 
calling itself “MS One Brook-
lyn.”

Developer Forest City Rat-
ner Companies promised 
in 2009 to include a public 
school in its sprawling Atlan-

tic Yards project in an effort 
to accommodate the infl ux of 
families who will eventually 
populate the 6,400 new units in 
the development. The city an-
nounced in May this year that 
it intends to create a facility 
for both elementary and mid-

dle graders, which it will put 
into a planned 27-story tower 
at the corner of Dean Street 
and Sixth Avenue, slated to 
open in 2018. 

Local offi cials slammed 
the original school proposal 
as crumbs tossed to neighbors 
to soften the blow of a multi-
decade development that will 
add more than a dozen high-
rises to the neighborhood, but 
praised the activists for at-
tempting to turn lemons into 
lemonade.

“This school was an af-
terthought,” said Assembly-
woman Jo Anne Simon (D–
Brooklyn Heights), who is 
backing the middle-school 
push alongside pols including 
Coucilwoman Laurie Cumbo 
(D–Fort Greene), Coucilman 
Brad Lander (D–Park Slope), 
and state Sen. Jesse Hamil-
ton (D–Crown Heights). “I 
look forward to the day when 
schools are not a mitigation 
for someone else’s plan and 
that they are an integral part 
of what we as a community 
do.”

Parents and pols demand middle school in Atlantic Yards development

CORNER POCKET: The new school will go in a tower slated to rise at the 
corner of Dean Street and Sixth Avenue in Prospect Heights. The city 
intends to build an elementary school there, but local activists want a 
middle school. Photo by Jason Speakman

Tween spirit in Prospect Heights
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A hard-hearted home-invader 
swiped hundreds of dollars from 
an old lady in her Carroll Gardens 
apartment last Friday, according to 
police.

The brute barged into a senior 
apartment building on First Street 
between Hoyt and Bond streets 
at about 8:30 am, and entered the 
87-year-old’s quarters, pushing aside 

a nurse who was just leaving the 
apartment and locking the door be-
hind him, a police spokesman said. 

The jerk then proceeded to rum-
mage through his victim’s apart-
ment while the old timer lay in bed, 
snatching a pocketbook and nearly 
$300 in cash before running off, ac-
cording to a report.

The thief did not injure anyone in 
the robbery, police said.

BY MAX JAEGER
She’s the only living person whose life 
has spanned three centuries.

Susannah Mushatt “Miss Susie” 
Jones — the world’s oldest person — 
celebrated her 116th birthday on July 
7. The hendecagenarian, who was born 
in 1899, marked the milestone sur-
rounded by friends and family at the 
Vandalia Houses in East New York, 
where she has lived since 1983.

“I thank the Lord for the love I re-
ceive from my family,” she said.

Jones is the last surviving of 11 sib-
lings, and a slew of extended family 
came out to wish her a happy 116th, 
one party organizer said.

“She had a lot of nieces and neph-
ews and friends, and everybody was 
there to make the celebration really 
good,” said Vandalia property man-
ager Edith Akins-John.

Her birthday cake featured icing 
recreations of a beloved red dress and 
two favorite foods — barbecue chicken 
and strips of bacon. A true southerner 
at heart, the Alabama-born Brook-
lynite eats bacon and grits for break-
fast every morning, a Vandalia care-
taker said.

 She became the oldest living person 
on June 17 .  

The secret to her longevity? She 
never smoked, drank, or partied — 
and she never had kids, Jones said.

She was married and divorced well 
before she retired in 1965. She outlived 
her ex-husband, but isn’t sure what did 
him in, she said.

“We married in 1928, I think,” she 
said. “He wasn’t a mean person. He 
was a very good cook. But I don’t know 
what happened to him.”

Miss Susie, world’s oldest person, turns 116

PIECE OF CAKE: Ms. Susie’s cake featured 
her beloved dress and two of her favorite 
foods — chicken and bacon.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

MAKE A WISH: Friends and family help 116-year-old Ms. Susie blow out the candles on her 
birthday cake at a party at Vandalia Senior Center on July 7. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Sweeter sixteen

Home-invader steals 
from octogenarian
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Corporate America is destroy-
ing Bushwick’s famed street 
murals by offering neighbor-
hood building owners big 
bucks to cover up artists’ mas-
terpieces with pictures of Co-
ors cans and Sprite bottles, 
say local artists.

“They are greedy savages 
who are destroying some-
thing special and beautiful in 
the international art commu-
nity,” said Joe Ficalora, who 
is the founder of the Bushwick 
Collective, the group of street 
artists that have painted doz-
ens of elaborate murals in the 
blocks around the Jefferson 
and DeKalb L stops in recent 
years.

The al fresco artworks 
have turned the sleepy indus-
trial area into a magnet for 
tourists, Ficalora says, and 

now advertisers are trying to 
cash in on their success.

“Now that I have attracted 
thousands of tour groups and 
children and there are people 
coming in left and right to see 
the murals, they are coming 
in to capitalize on that,” he 
said.

Several building owners 
in the area say advertising 
agencies have offered them 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars to cover artworks with 
painted advertisements or vi-
nyl billboards. 

The owner of a building on 
the corner of Troutman Street 
and Wyckoff Avenue says a 
media company offered him 
$120,000 to host an advertise-
ment on his building for the 
next fi ve years. The wall it 
wanted, which is right off the 
Jefferson stop of the L train, 

already features a mural by 
well-known street artists 
Chris Stain and Billy Mode of 
two girls smiling and hugging 
with the words “It’s just be-
gun” behind them. The build-
ing owner says he kicked the 
agency to the curb. 

“I told them, ‘There is al-
ready something there. Why 

would you want to destroy 
that?’ ” said Frank Mattarella, 
who handled the calls for the 
company on behalf of his el-
derly mother. 

But other property owners 
in the nabe have surrendered 
their exterior wall space to big 
business. Advertisers recently 
erected an ad for sneaker com-

pany Converse on the side of 
House of Yes, an aerial arts 
venue  that opened on the cor-
ner of Wyckoff Avenue and 
Jefferson Street last month . 
Ficalora said the circus folk 
agreed a year ago to let an 
artist paint a mural on their 
building wall once they had 

Ads invade famed murals

REFRESHING?: Bushwick artists say advertising — like this four-story Coors Light ad on the corner of Jef-
ferson Street and St. Nicholas Avenue — is covering up and cashing in on the street murals that have made the 
area famous. Photo by Jason Speakman

Branding 
Bushwick
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BY MAX JAEGER
The joke wasn’t golden, but 
the jokester was.

State Sen. Martin Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge) took heat for 
posting a homophobic joke 
to his personal Facebook ac-
count — and then quickly de-
leting it — last weekend. 

The crack — re-posted 
from a men’s lifestyle website 
that ran the gag two years 
ago — made light of a biblical 
passage that encourages the 
murder of homosexuals by 
stoning. Golden removed the 
post after it ignited backlash 
on social media. 

The senator’s comedic tim-
ing was as poor as the con-
tent, one of Golden’s gay fel-
low state legislators said.

“The meme he posted was 
about as outdated as opposi-
tion to marriage equality,” 
said openly gay state Sen. Brad 
Hoylman (D–Manhattan). 
“I’m glad Marty removed the 
lame joke about gay marriage 
from his Facebook page.”

The local Democratic club 
took a harder stance on the 

less-than-commendable com-
ment.

“To make a crass joke in-
volving the stoning of gay 
people is beneath the dignity 
of his offi ce,” said Bay Ridge 
Democratic Club spokesman 
Chris McCreight. “It’s 2015 
and there’s no place for bigotry 
in our society. Senator Golden 
should immediately apologize 
and start recognizing that all 
his constituents are equal.”

Golden removed the post 
but has not publicly apolo-
gized and did not return a re-
quest for comment.

The longtime state senator, 
who voted against gay mar-
riage in 2011, re-posted the 
2013 “joke” from Mandatory.
com, a lifestyle site billing it-
self as “the greatest men’s 
site on the Internet.” The gag-
inducing gag refers to medi-
cal marijuana’s acceptance 
in various states and the Su-
preme Court’s June 2013 strik-
ing down of the Defense of 
Marriage Act — the unconsti-
tutional 1996 law that limited 
marriage to unions between a 

man and a woman. 
“It all makes sense now,” 

the re-posted joke states. “Gay 
Marriage and marijuana be-
ing legalized on the same day. 
Leviticus 20:13 — ‘if a man 
lays with another man he 
should be stoned.’ We’ve just 
been interpreting it wrong all 
these years.”

It is not the fi rst time 
Golden has offended mod-
ern sensitivities. In 2012,  he 
caught major fl ack after he 
proposed using money from 
his campaign account to host 
a 1950s-fi nishing-school-style 
seminar that promised to 
teach Ridge lasses to “walk up 
the stairs elegantly” and “sit, 

stand, and walk like a model.”  
Now a Brooklyn gay advo-

cacy group is offering to host 
a seminar for the senator.

“In response to this sup-
posed joke, we have contacted 
Senator Golden’s offi ce and re-
quested a meeting to share in-
formation about LGBT people 
in Bay Ridge, as well as some 
of the important services we 
provide to his constituents,” 
said Brooklyn Community 
Pride Center interim director 
Dolph Goldenburg.

The center hosts “Some 
Like it Hot,” an educational 
program for straight adults in 
Bay Ridge senior centers, and 
queer kids from the neighbor-
hood come Downtown for the 
center’s youth programming, 
he said.

 The tasteless post was fi rst 
reported by the New York Ob-
server . 

Golden has not directly re-
sponded to the pride center, 
but a scheduler in the state 
senator’s offi ce did take down 
his information, Goldenburg 
said.

State senator slammed for posting homophobic joke to Facebook page 

FELL FLAT: State Sen. Marty Golden posted a two-year-old, homphobic 
joke to his personal Facebook page — and then quickly removed it after it 
ignited backlash. File photo by Elizabeth Graham

Golden makes an un-wise crack
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off from Cobble Hill by the Brooklyn 
Queens Expressway, may be quiet  but 
it punches well above its weight as a 
dining destination . The area is also 
home to rooftop Mexican restaurant 
Alma, eco-conscious cafe Orchard, 
artisanal coffee roaster Kings Coffee 
Roaster, and new craft beer bar  the 
Hop Shop , among many others.

Brooklyn is also a popular destina-

tion for former “Top Chef” contestants. 
Season four’s  Mark Simmons runs 
New Zealand-themed restaurant Kiwi-
ana  in Park Slope. Andrew D’Ambrosi, 
also from season four, cooks at Car-
roll Gardens cocktails and seafood 
joint Bergen Hill. And Dale Talde, 
who competed on both seasons four 
and eight, serves upscale pub-grub  at 
Thistle Hill Tavern , various pig parts 
 at Pork Slope , and Asian fusion dishes 
 at Talde , all in Park Slope.

Hall did not respond to requests for 
comment.

Continued from page 4 

WHISKEY SODA

community, says a government spokes-
women.

“It wasn’t just the citizens — it was 
the students and the people who work 
at the Old Stone House,” said Katie 
Tichacek, a press representative for 
the United States Citizenship and Im-
migration Services. “They gave it a 
very welcoming and genuine feel.”

The Old Stone House, which is lo-
cated in Washington Park near the end 
of Fourth Street, is a reconstructed 
17th-century Dutch farmhouse. The 
dwelling was the site of a notable 
skirmish during the Battle of Brook-
lyn — which was the fi rst major con-
fl ict of the Revolutionary War — when 
around 2,000 British and auxiliary 
soldiers used the building as a strong-

hold, from which they fatally fi red on 
hundreds of Maryland troops who 
were retreating to Brooklyn Heights. It 
was also the clubhouse of the Brooklyn 
Superbas, the precursor to the Brook-
lyn Dodgers.

Continued from page 6 

NATURALIZATION

LAND OF THE FREE: Children with the Piper 
Theatre company kick off the naturalization 
ceremony with the National Anthem.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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moved into their new digs, but 
when he returned a few weeks 
ago, they told him they needed 
to rent out the wall to supple-
ment the venue’s income.

Advertising impresarios 
say they have as much right 
as the artists to ask a building 
owner to use a wall, and if the 
painters want to keep their 
work uncovered, they should 
make better art.

“This is America and I 
have the right to offer money 
to put advertising on a wall,” 
said Philip Kafka, president 

of Manhattan’s Prince Media 
Company, which has erected 
ads for Modelo beer, Skyy 
Vodka, and mCig vaporizers 
in the neighborhood. “The 
artist has a right to make a 
mural so compelling that the 
building owner would never 
think to cover it up.” 

The Bushwick Collective 
says it has helped organize 
the creation of about around 
65 murals in a 10-block radius 
since 2012. The murals are all 
legal, and the building owners 
offer their brick canvases to 
artists for free, Ficalora said. 
The artists usually spend 
their own money to create the 
works, though the collective 

sometimes helps to subsidize 
the costs, which usually run 
between $1,000 and $5,000 for 
paint and supplies, he said.

“Some of these artists are 
saving up for a whole year to 
do this,” he said. 

Bushwick has changed 
rapidly in recent years, with 
hordes of hip young newcom-
ers moving into the area, and 
bars and brunch spots fol-
lowing closely behind. But 
Ficalora said he plans to keep 
fi ghting the neighborhood’s 
increasingly corporate facade 
by reaching out to more local 
property owners and getting 
murals on as many walls as 
possible.

MURALS

TAKING IT TO THE STREET: (Above) Street artist Jorit Agoch paints a 
mural on the corner of St. Nicholas Avenue and Jefferson Street. (Center) 
These movie posters recently appeared on the corner of Troutman Street 
and St. Nicholas Avenue. (Left) An ad for Converse sneakers on circus 
performance venue House of Yes.  Photos by Jason Speakman
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STOP BY & PICK UP OUR NEW LOYALTY CARD AT THE BROOKLYN MARKET. FREE HOME DELIVERY FOLLOW US FOR SPECIAL SAVINGS NO GIMMICKS JUST REWARDS!
JULY
2015

Made Daily

FRESH

PLEASE VISIT OUR SUSHI STAND

$799$799$799$799$799
Lb.

v$899$899$899$899
Lb.

$899$899$899$899$899
Lb.

$849$849$849$849$849
Lb.

$549$549$549$549$549
Lb.

$499v$499$499$499
Lb.

$349$349$349$349$349
Lb.

$499$399

CERTIFIED COLEMAN
ORGANIC

CERTIFIED COLEMAN
ORGANIC

CERTIFIED COLEMAN
ORGANIC

CERTIFIED COLEMAN
ORGANIC

$1599
Lb.

$1499
Lb.

$1499
Lb.

$599
Lb.

$299
Lb.

$599
Lb.

Round
Bone

$5.99 Lb.

Family
Pack

SPINACH-FETA CHEESE, CHEESE
& PARSLEY, PEPPERS & ONION

2/$1012 Pk. 12 oz. Can +Dep.

SEAGRAM’S, MELLO YELLO,
BARQ’S, MINUTE MAID,

DR. PEPPER OR FUZE$599128 Fl. oz. Cont. $799Select Var. 12 Pack

2/$32/$32/$32/$32/$3Bunch

2/$52/$52/$52/$52/$51 Lb.
Cont. 99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢

Lb. 99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢
Lb.

$199$199$199$199$199
Lb.

$199$199$199$199$199
8 oz.

Cont.99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢
Head

$199$199$199$199$199
Ea.

5/$25/$25/$25/$25/$2

$299Asst. Cont.

$449

32 oz. Cont.

$599

Asst. 64 oz.

$199

Asst. 12 oz.

$449

6 oz. Pkg.

2/$4
Select Var. 4 Pk. 16 oz.

5/$5
Select Var. 5.3 oz. Cup

2/$399

Asst. 10 oz. Cont.

$499

8 oz. Pkg.

$799

9.6 oz.

$649

8 oz. Gluten Free

2/$3
Select Var. 16.5 oz Pkg.

$399

12 Ct. Pkg.

$399

1 Dozen

$399

10.6 oz. Pkg.

$799

Asst. 48 oz. Cont.

$599

Asst. Gluten Free 16 oz.

$699

8 oz. Gluten Free

$399

Asst. Pint Cont.

$499

Gluten Free 8 oz. Pkg.

Asst.

Lb.

$799

BIGGEST SELECTION OF COFFEE
BEANS IN BAY RIDGE BROOKLYN

$299$299$299$299$299
Lb.

$899
Lb.

3/$10Dozens
$999

Lb.

$899
Lb.

$599
Lb.

$499
Ea.

$899
Lb.

$2299
Lb.

$599
Lb.

$299

WITH ADD’L $20.00 PURCHASE OR MORE. LIMIT 1 DEAL.
EXCLUDING BEER & CIGARETTES.

VEGETABLE
OR CANOLA

2/$32 Ltr. Btl. +Dep.

HAWAIIAN PUNCH, CRUSH,
LIPTON, SCHWEPPES OR

TROPICANA

99¢

Select Var. 9 Fl. oz. Cont.

2/$5
Select Var. 8.5-9 oz. Pkg.

$499

$1899

101-101.4 oz. Cont.

EXTRA VIRGIN
OR PURE

LIGHT’N FIT
GREEK OR

DANNON FRUIT ON THE
BOTTOM OR LIGHT’N

FIT 4 PK. 24 OZ.

$599

Made Daily

Lb.

$1299 $699

Fresh

Lb.

$799

Grilled

Lb.

$1099

Fresh

$599
Ea.Lb.

$599
Lb.

$599

Store Made

Lb. Lb.

$1499

12 Pk. 12 oz. Btl./Can +Dep.

$1499

12 Pk. 12 oz. Btl./Can +Dep.

$1399

12 Pk. 12 oz. Btl. +Dep.

REGULAR, LIGHT,
ICE OR SELECT

REGULAR
OR LIGHT

LIGHT OR
RADLER

$89912 Pk. 12 oz. Can/Btl. +Dep.

REGULAR
OR LIGHT

$129918 Pk. 12 oz. Can/Btl. +Dep.$6996 Pk. 12 oz. Btl. +Dep. $899

Select Var. 6 Pk. Btl. +Dep.

AMBER OR 
SPECIAL LAGER

REGULAR
OR SELECT

$699
Lb.

$499

HORMEL

Lb.
R

$199

$699

BOAR’S HEAD

Lb.

$499

FINLANDIA

Lb.

$699

BOAR’S HEAD

Lb.

$499

BOAR’S HEAD

Lb.1/2 LB.
OF EACH

$499

ASST.

Lb.
$699

BOAR’S HEAD

Lb.

$249

$199
Ea.

$599
Ea.

$199
Ea.

$599
Ea.

4/$3 2/$5
$299

Ea.
2/$3

99¢

Asst.

2/$6
6 Inch

3

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SALES TO 1 PER FAMILY. PRICES EFFECTIVE THIS STORE ONLY. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.
SOME PICTURES ARE FOR DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE. GRAPHIC MAKERS PLUS: 201-501-8201.
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with incensed members of Bay 
Ridge motorcycle club the Hal-
lowed Sons.

The masses missed the ac-
tivists grilling the Confederate 
fl ag, but arrived in time to see 
Old Glory go up in fl ames. 

One man rushed forward 
to pull the American fl ag 
from the blaze, knocking an 
activist to the ground in the 
process. The guy said he was 
just doing what any patriot 
would have done.

“I’m not a hero,” said John 
Carroll, who lives in Queens. 
“I just happened to be the fi rst 
guy there.”

Carroll, who also brought a 
fi re extinguisher to the event 
but said he ultimately decided 
to leave it in his car, said he 
planned to take the charred 
remains of the fl ag home and 
call the American Legion to 
fi nd out the correct way to 
dispose of the remnants.

One attendee said she sup-
ported the fl ag-burning, but 
that simply igniting the en-
sign was not enough — people 
need to work to eliminate rac-

ism as well, she said.
“Yeah, burn it, why not? 

But that’s just a symbol,” said 
Ebony Bailey of Fort Greene. 

But most of the action took 
place away from the barbe-
cue, as screaming matches 
broke out between groups of 
fl ag-waving patriots and oth-
ers voicing anger over recent 
racially-motivated crimes 
around the country. 

Police say no arrests were 
made, though one of the activ-
ists was spotted being pulled 
into an police van, apparently 
to separate him from enraged 
pro-fl ag protesters.

BANNER PROTEST: (Above) John Carroll of Queens holds the tattered 
American fl ag he pulled from the fl ames. (Center) A member of Bay Ridge 
motorcycle club the Hallowed Sons. (Left) An impassioned demonstrator 
speaks about racial violence in America. Photos by Jason Speakman

A New Level  of Care for Brooklyn’s Children: 

Lutheran Now Welcomes  
NYU Langone Medical Center 
Pediatric Specialists.

Lutheran now offers:

 Cardiology

 Endocrinology

 Gastroenterology

 Nephrology

 Pulmonology

 Rehabilitation Medicine

 Lutheran
www.LutheranHealthCare.org      

To find a physician call 718-630-RxRx (7979)

FLAG
Continued from cover
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of Thomas Greene Park, an advocacy 
group for the park that houses the 
pool, which is bounded by Douglass 
and Degraw streets, and Nevins Street 
and Third Avenue.

The city authority says it has pre-
sented its environmental overlords 
with two main plans for the site. One is 
to build the tank underneath the park, 
and place all the equipment that fi lters 
junk and gross smells out of the water 
on either part of the parkland or the 
other side of Douglass Street. It says it 
could also scrap the extra equipment, 
but the area would then be plagued by 
(more) foul odors. 

The city claims it would have to 
shut the pool for up to nine years for 
construction and cleanup, and the 
whole project would cost between $534 
million and $650 million.  The federal 
agency has in the past favored build-
ing the tank on this site .

But the department says it would 
rather buy an adjacent lot across Nev-
ins Street, on the banks of the canal, 
and build the tank and equipment 
there. It claims the project would be 
cheaper, costing $490 million — in-
cluding the land purchase — and 
would be easier to build, as the site 
is closer to the canal’s existing waste 
treatment system. 

But the second plan won’t necessar-
ily save the neighborhood natatorium 
from jackhammers — the city says the 

federal environmental agency will 
still likely use the opportunity to close 
the recreation facility so it can be gut-
ted, cleaned, and rebuilt, as it sits on 
heavily contaminated land that used 
to house a gas plant. That process 
would take up to four years, the city 
says.

The Environmental Protection 
Agency says it hasn’t had a lot of time 
to look over the city’s proposals, but 
it is skeptical that buying private 
land for the tanks would be cheaper 
than using city-owned parkland, and 
doubts that it would take nine years to 
build the tank under the pool, said the 
agency’s canal-cleanup project super-
visor Joel Singerman.

Pool advocates say they support the 
plan to put the tank over the road, but 
not the four-year clean-up. The commu-
nity facility, which offers free meals 
to kids and hosts sports programs and 
summer camps, is the only swimming 
spot and green space within walking 
distance for many locals — including 
two nearby public housing facilities 
— and neighborhood residents simply 
can’t go several summer seasons with-
out it, said Wolfe.

“There is just no other park in the 
area and there is no other pool,” she 
said. “People love this pool and the 
park.”

Locals have been  fi ghting the 
tank plan  since the feds announced 
it in 2013 and  earmarked the pool  as a 
likely location due to its toxic heritage 
and close proximity to sewer pipes. 

The city also announced its pro-

posals for the second Gowanus stink 
tank, which it thinks should go on the 
canal-side land at Second Avenue and 
Fifth Street known as the Salt Lot, or 
alternatively across the road at Sec-
ond Avenue and Sixth Street.

The Environmental Protection 
Agency will announce in the fall 
where it plans to build the tanks. Con-
struction is expected to begin in 2018.

DOUBLE D

WATER FIGHT: (Above) The city says it may 
have to close to Double D pool for up to nine 
years to install sewage tanks to help clean 
the fetid Gownus Canal. (Top right) The city 
claims putting a sewage tank under the 
Double D pool would force the facility to 
close for up to nine years. (Bottom right) But 
it says sticking the tank next to the canal 
would save time and money. 

PROUD TO BE THE FIRST 
CARPET CLEANING SERVICE CERTIFIED

Cleaning Completed By 8/15/15
Promo Code: JUL2

ANY CLEANING SERVICE
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

Continued from cover
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 07/10/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$17,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $12,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2012 Mercedes C300, 17k 11903 $21,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE  
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
 2015 Volkswagen Passat, 941 12431 $16,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
  2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 07/10/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$15,995
'13 FORD EXPLORER

34k miles, Stk#16607

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $3,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
� ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995

 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
           MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
W

E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
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The Brooklyn Public Library 

is a book worm for swiping the 

people’s space and hawking it for 

profi t as part of a brazen privatiza-

tion scheme, charged critics riled 

at the lending system for leasing a 

chunk of its Williamsburg branch 

to a taxpayer-funded arts group 

(“Lost in space: Library privatizes 

part of Williamsburg branch,” on-

line July 1).

Online readers commented — 

chapter and verse:

I am retired from Brooklyn Public 
Library and applaud this initiative. 
Using libraries to support artists and 
creativity always has been a legiti-
mate public library goal! Congratula-
tions to the Brooklyn Public Library!
 Susan from Park Slope 

Spaceworks used $650,000 of tax-
payer dollars from the city to fi t the 
fl oor out with four art studios and 
two rehearsal spaces.

And the library will get $400,000 
of rent revenue over 20 years? I want 
my business to get into this cookie 
jar. Who do I need to know?
 John from Williamsburg 

Get with the privateers! All our 
elected offi cials are now in on it. The 
fi x is in. Progressive Liberal 

From Spacework’s website: 
“Spaceworks is a nonprofi t, cul-
tural, community development or-
ganization dedicated to expanding 
the supply of long-term, affordable 
rehearsal and studio space for art-
ists working in New York City.” 
Sounds like a good mission that is 
within the public purpose require-
ment, which is what a library em-
bodies. Besides, libraries must 
change to meet the new demands (or 
lack thereof) of the modern world.
 Charles from Bklyn 

In Red Hook Spaceworks wanted 
to take two-thirds of the building and 
leave the library with a windowless 
sliver. And think about how much 
homework kids could get done with 
music rehearsal studios in most of 
the building? It was an attempted 
land grab and the community said 

get lost! This thing was started as a 
landing pad for Bloomberg’s appoin-
tees to a part of the Department of 
Cultural Affairs. And we are paying 
for it, over and over and over! Let’s 
keep this infection localized to the 
Williamsburg library until we can 
get rid of it completely!
 Rick from Red Hook 

Let’s hope they put a carousel in 
there and charge $2 bucks for kids to 
sit on their butts 

Mom from Clinton Hill 

According to IRS Form 990, 
which is public record as required by 
Spaceworks for being “non-profi t,” 
the public-minded Paul Parkhill 
earned $148,415 in reportable com-
pensation, $33,917 in “estimated 
other compensation.” By community 
journalism this isn’t much, granted, 
but by a clown who is hijacking pub-
lic library space for zero defensible 
reason but his own enrichment, it’s 
not bad. Register with and download 
Spaceworks’ 990 form via Guidestar.
org for further details.
 Guidstar Girl from Fort Greene 

In Fiscal Year 2014 they spent 
just under $200,000 on administra-
tion expenses (assuming most of 
that is salary-wage expense, like 
any organization of this type) and 
$32,000 on fundraising activities. 
The other 75 percent of their op-
erating budget is for program ex-
penses. Board members of non-prof-
its generally aren’t paid, they are 
volunteers and are usually chosen 
for their ability to donate (i.e. the 
opposite of being paid) and to get 
others to donate. Regardless, any 
money paid to the board would fall 
under the organization’s expenses, 
reported on their 990 form. (this 
board is not paid). If you don’t think 
the city should be doing things like 
this, fi ne. There’s better arguments 
than conspiracy theories and sour 
grapes whining about a guy’s not-
exactly-earth-shattering salary. 
That “mysterious” estimated other 
compensation are employment ben-
efi ts, such as health insurance (non-
taxable benefi ts) and retirement 
fund contributions (retirement and 
other deferred compensation). Last 
time I checked a non-profi t didn’t 
mean the work couldn’t be compen-
sated properly. Why do we pay the 
police and fi re fi ghters quite well? 
(including generous pension and 
other “mysterious” non-taxable 
benefi ts) Shouldn’t they just be do-

ing the work out of the goodness of 
their heart? Or, ya know, for at least 
half price? ty from pps 

Pretty “ironic” that Spaceworks 
promotes workshops for how “art-
ists” can get “paid,” when its direc-
tor is pulling down $150 grand. What 
part of that is “non-profi t,” Paul? 
And why does Paul’s wealth take 
priority over the library for all, in-
cluding non-”artists?” Anyone want 
to guesstimate how many library 
staff combined it takes to earn $150 
grand? How many of the paper’s 
staff combined it takes to earn $150 
grand? I wonder how much dollars 
Paul Parkhill donated to the Brook-
lyn, New York or Queens Public li-
braries last year? Greed and exploi-
tation in name.
 Angela Carnegie from Bed-Stuy 

The head of the Brooklyn Public 
Library earns about $250,000 plus 
benefi ts. Average librarians make 
about $50–75,000 plus benefi ts. Spe-
cialists can earn a bit more. Such 
greed! (ugh). Paul Parkhill is not the 
director of the space in the Williams-
burg library. He is the director of a 
non-profi t organization that includes 
a space in the library. This outrage is 
so oddly placed. ty from pps

Not out of place at all. Way too 
many real estate connections in 
Spaceworks. This willful eviscera-
tion of libraries by the library man-
agement is a shame. Just another 
way to hand public money and assets 
over to veiled private interests.
 freddy from slope 

On the Boardwalk
To the editor,

The Parks Department has no 
problem wasting millions of dollars 
to move the site for the bathroom 
in its secret deal with our say-one-
thing-do-another Assemblyman 
Steven Cymbrowitz (D–Sheep-
shead Bay), yet when it comes to our 
Boardwalk they suddenly become 
penny-pinching fi scal watchdogs, to 
the exclusion of all other important 
considerations. It’s as though they 
wish to do the cheapest and easiest 
thing right now, rather than what’s 
desirable and makes sense for ev-
eryone in the long run. Such a lack 
of vision is not merely a disappoint-
ment, it’s destructive. To not cher-
ish what we have, and maintain and 
enhance it, is sinful. 

A few years ago when one of our 
community members asked a Parks 

offi cial what research they had con-
ducted that convinced them that 
concrete and plastic were appro-
priate materials for a Boardwalk, 
that offi cial responded, “Research, 
what research? We didn’t have time 
to do research. We had to spend the 
money!” How concerned then are 
they really about using our money 
wisely? I would have to conclude 
that their decisions seem based 
more on laziness and ineptness 
rather than any real understand-
ing or caring about how we use the 
Boardwalk and what it means to the 
vast majority of us that live here. 

The sad and infuriating fact 
though, is that we who live here 
are made to suffer as the result of 
decisions made by these uncaring, 
unknowledgeable bureaucrats, all 
of whom live elsewhere and have 
shown that they don’t at all care 
what we think. Sending off our 
wood to Milan is only the latest mis-
step from an agency that has a long 
list of missteps, poor decisions, and 
ill treatment of our Boardwalk to 
its discredit.  William Burg

 Coney Island

MTAwesome!
To the editor,

July marked the 50th anniver-
sary of federal government support 
for public transportation. The suc-
cess of public transportation can be 
traced back to one of the late Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson’s greatest ac-
complishments, which continues 
benefi ting many Americans today.

On July 9, 1964, he signed the 
“Urban Mass Transportation Act 
of 1964” into law. Subsequently this 
has resulted in the investment over 
time of several hundred billion dol-
lars into public transportation. 

Millions of Americans. includ-
ing many residing in Brooklyn to-
day on a daily basis, utilize various 
public transportation alternatives. 
They include local and express bus, 
ferry, jitney, light rail, subway, and 
commuter rail services. All of these 
systems use less fuel and move far 
more people than conventional 
single occupancy vehicles. Most of 
these systems are funded with your 
tax dollars, thanks to President 
Johnson.

Depending upon where you live, 
consider the public transportation 
alternative. Try riding a local or ex-
press bus, commuter van, ferry, light 
rail, commuter rail or subway. 

Larry Penner

Great Neck, N.Y.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

BPL read the riot act for renting to arts group
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ven though the first 50 
years of the 20th cen-
tury were pretty bar-

baric due to two extremely 
bloody world wars, I still be-
lieve the arc of history bends 
towards progress, and the 
pace has accelerated in the 
last 50 years.

In the 1960s we saw the 
beginning of the civil rights 
movement in America and in 
the 1970s the proxy wars be-
tween America and Russia 
wound down. In the 1980s we 
witnessed the slow motion 
decay of the Soviet empire 
and in the 1990s the seeds 
of globalism were planted, 
which helped lift the econ-
omies of second-tier coun-
tries.

The dawn of the 21st cen-
tury has seen many signs 
of great progress, even 
though the media wants us 
to believe that there is more 
chaos in the world. Tyranni-
cal regimes in many Middle 
Eastern countries have been 
toppled, the scourge of AIDS 
and other infectious diseases 

have been diminished, and 
we have become much more 
accepting of homosexuality. 
Our country has elected its 
first African-American pres-
ident and we may be on the 
verge of electing our first fe-
male president.

With the glow of our July 
4 celebration dimming this 

week, we see once again 
the brilliance of the fram-
ers of the U.S. Constitution 
in building a modern gov-
ernment that has three pil-
lars — the president, the 
Congress, and the Supreme 
Court. Many modern politi-
cal scientists believe we are 
living in an age of the pow-
erful executive branch, even 
though the past few presi-
dents have seemingly been 
stifled by an intransigent 
Congress that prefers grid-
lock to collaboration.

Obama has been in many 
ways a transformational 
leader, whose impact will 
probably not be fully appre-
ciated for another decade. 
His revolutionary universal 
health care plan — which 
has withstood repeated legal 
and congressional assaults 
— will go down in history 
as a society-changing policy 
like Medicare and Medicaid 
have been. While Obama 
has unfortunately not done 
enough to combat the grow-
ing problem of inequality, he 

has started chipping away 
with legislation like health 
care, increasing the mini-
mum wage, and expanding 
the eligibility for overtime 
pay. If he could take a stab 
at making the tax code more 
progressive — a monumen-
tal lift in the short time he 
has left in office — then he 
would truly be a hero to the 
increasingly beleaguered 
middle class and underclass. 
And while he’s at it, fixing 
the college loan program and 
reversing the spiraling cost 
of higher education would be 
another much-needed fix.

With the recent contro-
versial Supreme Court de-
cisions on marriage equal-
ity and health care, we see 
how important the next few 
Supreme Court choices will 
be, since the court is now so 
evenly divided. When we se-
lect our next president, the 
impact will obviously be felt 
during his or her four- or 
eight-year terms, but also 
well beyond that because 
of the new chief executive’s 

Supreme Court choices. El-
ena Kagan and Sonia Soto-
mayor are likely to be on the 
bench for a long time, and it 
is likely that the liberal stal-
wart of the Supremes — Jus-
tice Ruth Ginsburg — will 
be replaced by our next pres-
ident.

So as we ponder the pro-
gressive arc of history, we 
should also be well aware 
that our hard-fought gains 
can be reversed with the 
wrong leadership. As we be-
gin to enter the Republican 
version of “Survivor” these 
next 12 months and as we 
watch whether anyone can 
catch Hillary on the Dem 
side, it is important to re-
member that our vote cannot 
only pick the next president, 
but also can affect transfor-
mative legislation or a Su-
preme Court case.

Tom Allon, the president 
of City and State, NY, is the 
former Liberal Party-backed 
candidate for mayor in 2013. 
He can be reached at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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AARP gives you the information to 
help care for your loved ones, just like 
they did with you once. You don’t have 
to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for 
help. Visit our website or call now to 
get practical health and wellness tips 
to provide even better care for those 
who once took care of you.

We provide you information to 
give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

very time Ted Merwin 
sat down to research his 
new book, he would get 

hungry. After  interviewing 
him, I had the same problem 
—  I ran out and bought myself 
half a pound of Hebrew Na-
tional baloney. How come?

All you need to do is look 
at the name of his book: “Pas-
trami on Rye: An Overstuffed 
History of the Jewish Deli.” 
It’s coming out in October.

Growing up on Long Island, 
the son of a Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn, mom and Beech-
hurst, Queens, dad, Merwin 
says he didn’t get much of a 
religious upbringing. But 
on Sunday nights, when his 
grandparents came by, they’d 
almost invariably sit down to 
a feast of pickles, meats, rye 
bread and maybe a chocolate 
egg cream (which native New 
Yorkers know has never con-
tained either eggs or cream. 
It’s basically chocolate syrup 
with a shot of seltzer and, just 
sometimes, a splash of milk).

As Merwin thought back 
on those years — and how he 
came to be a professor of Jew-
ish studies — he started to 
wonder about the role of the 
deli in Jewish life. He figured 

that, like Yiddish and a sense 
of humor, delis must’ve come 
to New York with the flood 
of Eastern European immi-
grants in the early 1900s. 

He figured wrong. 
“I couldn’t find much evi-

dence of there being a lot of 
delis on the Lower East Side,” 
Merwin says. In fact, an 1899 
survey found only 10 delis 

there, “And that was the most 
crowded place on the face of the 
earth. Hundreds of thousands 
of Jews there, and it wasn’t a 
big part of their lives.”

 While Katz’s opened on 
Ludlow Street in 1888, deli cul-
ture didn’t really take hold in 
New York until the ’20s or ’30s, 
once the Jews became a little 
less desperately poor, and also 
once sandwiches became a 
part of bustling city life — a 
meal you could take on the 
run. 

This new convenience was 
not without controversy. 

“There were real concerns, 
particularly among the more 
conservative social commen-
tators, that the deli was de-
stroying civilization,” says 
Merwin. Consider that women 
who had just gotten the right 
to vote were taking college 
classes, frequenting jazz clubs. 
And now, thanks to the deli, 
“they could come home five 
minutes before their husband 
and run to the corner deli and 
have a whole meal waiting 
without having to cook any-
thing at all.”

Horrors.
As the Jews migrated out 

to the boroughs, delis fol-

lowed, featuring what Merwin 
calls “the triumvirate” of Jew-
ish meats: pastrami, corned 
beef and tongue. By the 1930s 
there were 1,550 kosher delis 
throughout the city. Here Jews 
met their future mates, gath-
ered with extended family and 
caught up on local news. 

“Sunday night in the ko-
sher deli became the secular 
equivalent of Friday evening 
in the synagogue,” says Mer-
win.

At the same time, glamor-
ous Midtown delis were open-
ing that flagrantly flouted the 
religious rules against mix-
ing milk with meat, and us-
ing only kosher foods. Lindy’s, 
Reuben’s, The Stage and the 
Carnegie Deli weren’t cater-
ing to local families or even 
just Jews. They served a dif-
ferent purpose, in the form of 
a sandwich too big to finish. 

“The whole idea  of the over-
stuffed sandwich was really a 
symbol of the bounty of Amer-
ica,” Merwin says. And to be 
surrounded by glossy photos 
of celebrities who’d eaten the 
same food as you at the same 
place — that was really some-
thing. To eat at a Midtown deli 
was to tell the world: You’d 

made it. 
Of course, time and tongue 

wait for no man, and eventu-
ally the glory days of the deli 
began to fade. Jews moved on 
to Chinese food, for reasons 
requiring another book, and 
health concerns were the fi-
nal nail in the onion roll. 
If you want to live forever, 
chopped liver is probably not 
the ticket.

It’s hard to say the exact 
number of delis left in New 
York now, in part because of 
the fluidity of the term. Is a 
deli a place with salami om-
elets and rude waiters? Or is it 
where you can buy a plantain 
at midnight? 

Today’s tourists digging 
into massive pastrami sand-
wiches in Midtown will say 
they’re there for the “New 
York Food.” The Jewish link 
is lost on them. The mouth-wa-
tering, meat-worshipping, top-
of-the-world feeling is not.

And with that I must bid 
you a hasty goodbye. I’ve got 
a date with two pieces of rye 
and...whatever.

 Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author of 
the book and blog Free-Range 
Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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By Max Jaeger

Don’t lose the pooch!
A dog is on his last legs, but 

you can save the ailing ankle-biter 
during the street game festival Come Out 
and Play in Dumbo on July 17. The game 
— called “Veterinarian’s Hospital: Ruff 
Day” — asks players to perform a series of 
life-saving techniques on what is arguably 
the cutest video game controller around.

“We took a stuffed animal dog, ripped 
it open, and stuck a bunch of sensors in it,” 
said designer Edward Melcer, a Brooklyn 
Heights resident.

An overhead projector prompts players 
to check the toy hound’s pulse, administer 

chest compressions, and perform cardiopul-
monary resuscitation. Follow the directions 
in the allotted time, and Bark Obama may 
just pull through — but no hot-dogging, 
because this plush pooch’s life is on the line, 
another programmer said.

“If you mess up then the dog dies — no 
pressure,” said Nolan Filter.

Melcer, Filter, and third partner Ken 
Amarit made the game as part of a New 
York University School of Polytechnic 
Engineering class called “Beyond the 
Joystick” that explored non-traditional 
game controllers, they said.

“It was almost like ‘Project Runway’ 
where every week we’d have a different 

challenge,” Filter said.
When they got an assignment to make a 

controller with materials from a thrift store, 
they saw an opportunity they could really 
sink their teeth into, Melcer said.

“We thought ‘What kind of morbid 
weird thing can we do that would be 
fun?’ ” he said.

And then they found stuffed animal 
Bark Obama (no relation to the 44th 
president of the United States) on a thrift 
store shelf.

“We saw a dog and we’re like ‘Welp, 
that’s it,’ ” Filter said. “It’s this droopy 
little dog that looks like it might need 
some saving.”

Other highlights of the outside game 
festival include “Abba Babba,” in which 
players try to negotiate the border to a fic-
tional country while speaking in a made-up 
language; “Bocce Drift,” a variation on the 
classic ball-tossing game that lets players 
use obstacles in the surrounding streets; and 
“RainboDisko,” a dexterity-based game that 
uses a spinning record player as a board.

“Veterinarian’s Hospital: Ruff Day” 
at the Come Out and Play Festival (at 
the Manhattan Bridge archway plaza 
off Anchorage Place between Pearl and 
Plymouth streets in Dumbo, www.come-
outandplay.org). 7–10:30 pm on July 17. 
Free.

Resuscitate a robot dog at Dumbo games festival

Call animal control!: New York University students Nolan 
Filter and Edward Melcer made a game that uses a stuffed 
dog as a controller. Players have to pound the hound’s 
chest, check his pulse, and give him mouth-to-mouth to 
save the sick pup. Give it a try yourself at the Come Out 
and Play festival in Dumbo on July 17. Photo by Sara Hylton

Canine lives
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By Allegra Hobbs

They are taking this music scene 
to new Heights!

More than 75 local bands 
will join forces next week to blow 
the roofs off of Prospect Heights. 
The second annual  Prospect Heights 
Music and Arts Festival  is designed 
to lure music-lovers to a neighbor-
hood that is teeming with talent, 
and the festival’s headliner says 
that he hopes those flocking to the 
five-day event will discover some 
fringe gems.

“You may not be hearing all these 
acts on NPR or WFUV or reading 
about them in Pitchfork,” said Niall 
Connolly, an indie folk singer living 
in Windsor Terrace. “But they are 
amongst countless Brooklyn acts as 
good and better than anything you 
will find in the mainstream.”

The festival’s founder said his 
love for the neighborhood and local 
artistry is at the core of the event.

“The goal is to create awareness 
about Prospect Heights and every-
thing it has to offer and make it a 
destination for more people,” said 
Andy Heidel, the owner of the Way 
Station, a major hub of the festival. 
The bar will join nearby venues like 
the Branded Saloon, Soda Bar, and 
the St. Catherine (among others) in 
hosting acts from a diverse range 
of genres, ranging from indie folk 
and hip-hop to traditional Japanese 
music with a jazz tinge.

The festival is also an opportu-
nity for musicians to form a stronger 
and more intertwined community, 
says one participant. 

“In order to develop a sense of 
community you have to get together 
and play in the same place — the 

same room or within a few blocks 
of each other,” said Arthur Owens 
of Artanker Convoy, a band that 
fuses Brazilian dance music and 
rock. “Setting up a show or a festival 
is really the best way to do it.”

This year’s festival has grown sig-
nificantly since its first year. It has 
also introduced visual artists into the 
mix, adding a walking mural tour 
and an interactive outdoor art proj-
ect that stretches along the Eastern 
Parkway promenade. Borough 
President Eric Adams will even stop 
by the Way Station to join a discus-
sion with business owners and artists 
about keeping local culture alive in 
the face of rising rent. Heidel hopes 
a coalition of locals will help artistic 
events such as the festival flourish in 
the evolving neighborhood.

Organizers and artists hope the 
festival will continue to grow in 
order to bring deserved attention 
to this corner of the city’s musical 
landscape, which Owens says can be 
easy to overlook in the sprawl.

“Any time I’ve ever thought I had 
a grasp on the New York music scene, 
I’m always surprised that I only know 
a little corner of it,” he said.

The Prospect Heights Music and 
Arts Festival takes place at various 
venues across the neighborhood from 
July 15–19.

Artanker Convoy plays July 15 
at 10 pm, and Niall Connolly plays 
July 18 at 10 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. between St. 
Marks Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (347) 627–4949, 
www.waystationbk.com]. Free.

By Joseph Altobelli

This band isn’t just stringing its audience along. 
The indie string band Bellehouse, which deliv-

ers its first EP at Littlefield on July 16, hopes that 
its music can create a connection between the Brooklyn 
music scene and classic Americana.

“I see us as a lowly bridge,” said Jess Clinton, the 
band’s guitarist and one of its three female vocalists. “I 
kind of hope it is a bit of a journey and that everyone can 
find something to relate to.” 

The only instruments the Brooklyn band uses are a 
banjo, guitar, viola, and upright bass — and some tight 
harmonies. But the band’s influences include more than 
the string band bluegrass listeners might expect, says 
Clinton. They hope the band’s blend of classic rock, 
soul, Motown, and folk-rock will appeal even to fans of 
Brooklyn’s fast and loud electronic dance music scene.

“We are trying to resurrect music from our gen-
eration,” said Clinton. “We want to take people out of 
the EDM comfort zone and into something a little more 
loose.” 

Bellehouse has been refining its natural acoustic sound 
over the last two years, and Clinton said that she and the 
band members are excited to finally get their record out 
and perform it live. 

“I think what we are about is putting on an energetic, 
entertaining show revolving around Americana long-form 
music,” she said.

Bellehouse record release party at Littlefield [622 
Degraw St. between Fourth and Third Avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388, www.littlefieldnyc.com]. July 
16 at 9 pm. $10.

Prospect Heights music fest takes over the ’hood

Ring the belles: The ladies of string band Bellehouse release their  
first album on July 16 at Littlefield.    Kate Dedlow

On their Way: Artanker Convoy drummer Arthur Owens (left, with bassist Cezhan 
Ambrose) says the Prospect Heights Music and Arts Festival will make a stronger music 
community. The band plays at the Way Station on July 15.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

THE HEIGHT STUFF

String theories

By Danielle Furfaro

The movie was missing something, so they had to 
add it up.

Their documentary about a Gowanus music 
studio had already rocked audiences across the world, 
but the creators jammed in one more scene before its 
Brooklyn debut on July 12. They could not pass up a 
chance to mix in footage of sound engineer Martin Bisi 
working with the beloved folk punk band the Violent 
Femmes, they said.

“A week before we delivered the movie, Martin put 
something on his Facebook page about working with 
the Violent Femmes and we knew we had to get that in 
there,” said director Sara Leavitt.

“Sound and Chaos: The Story Of BC Studio,” recounts 
 Bisi’s history working with some of the most innovative 
musicians on the planet . The screening at Littlefield, just 
a few blocks from BC Studio, is the first one since the 
additional footage came in.

The movie is a meditation on the effect one hard 
worker can have on a whole music scene, and how gen-
trification can kill it. Bisi said that he is one of the few 
people of his generation still creating in Brooklyn, even 
after most of his friends have gone daddy gone.

“I try to be optimistic, but it is bad and it is going to 
get worse,” he said. “So many of my friends have said 
‘This place is dead. I am out of here.’ ”  

Bisi entered the music scene at age 17 by volunteering 
at Manhattan punk club CBGB, and immediately began 
rubbing elbows with a slew of experimental rockers. He 
started working with the band Material and then met 
electronic music guru Brian Eno, who helped Bisi set up 
a small recording studio in Gowanus. Bisi still works out 
of the studio today, where he has recorded artists includ-
ing Sonic Youth, the Swans, and the Dresden Dolls.

The filmmakers and Bisi have toured the United States 
and Europe with the film, showing it in cities like Berlin 
and Los Angeles. In every city, they have encountered 
audiences who relate to the loss of the creative class. 

“It turns out there are similar things happening all 
over the world,” said Leavitt. 

Left unresolved in the film is the status of Bisi’s stu-
dio, which may soon get kicked out of the building it has 
occupied for the past 35 years. Bisi said it will be another 
few months before he knows whether or not he can stay. 

“Sound and Chaos: The Story Of BC Studio,” at 
Littlefield [622 Degraw St. between Fourth and Third 
Avenues in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388, www.littlefieldnyc.
com]. July 12 at 7 pm. $10 ($8 in advance).

Footage of Violent Femmes 
punches up new music doc 

Mix-master: Sound engineer Martin Bisi watches over his sound 
board in this still from “Sound and Chaos,” a documentary about his 
Gowanus studio. The film makes its Brooklyn debut on July 12.  

Making hits



COURIER LIFE, JULY 10-16, 2015 31  24-7

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1970 — AND STILL RUNNING STRONG!

168 West 4th Street, NYC 212.242.6480

A traditional Spanish and Mexican restaurant located in New
York’s West Village neighborhood.

Our menu showcases the simple reflective food flavors of Spain.
Using the best ingredients and implementing a simplistic
technique resulting in a clean, dynamic presentation, creating
memorable dining experiences through passionately created
culinary dishes, many of which are prepared in the wood-fire
oven, including our signature dish, Paella Valenciana.

IT’S OUR 

BIRTHDAY!

WE ARE CELEBRATING 
45 YEARS IN THE BIZ.

FOR THE MONTH OF JULY ENJOY

45% OFF 
ALL BEVERAGES ORDERED WITH YOUR MEAL
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Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“More Happy Than Not” by Adam Silvera

Young people looking for realistic 
fiction, LGBTQ youth looking to see 
themselves on the page, and teens from 
the Bronx should all seek out Adam 
Silvera’s “More Happy Than Not.” 
Silvera is a new voice in young adult 
literature, and he captures the imme-
diacy of being a teenager. Aaron Soto, 
our narrator, wants to forget all his 
bad memories and is interested in a 
new procedure that will let him do 
that. Then he meets Thomas and a 
friendship unfolds.

— Jess Pane, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. between 
S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Karl Ove Knausgaard’s autobiographical series “My Struggle” 
has created more awareness of Norwegian authors, like these two 
picked by our bookstore experts: 

Word’s pick: “Against Nature” 
by Tomas Espedal, translated by James 
Anderson

So you are out of Knausgaard until 
next year. Consider Espedal, whose 
“Notebooks” project is strikingly simi-
lar in concept to the more famous 
Norwegian’s multi-volume biogra-
phy-as-novel. There are differences 
between the two, particularly on the 
sentence level (where Knausgaard 
describes a child’s birthday party 
for 80 pages, Espedal might drop 
a single, heart-rending sentence), 
but the larger goals of these multi-
book projects are nearly identical — to describe daily 
experience and, in doing so, express some version of freedom. 
“Against Nature,” Espedal’s second notebook, (“Against Art” is 
the first) is a compendium of labor — in love, in factories, and 
in writing — and it is totally sad and magnificent.

— Chad Felix, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Shyness and Dignity” by Dag Solstad, 
translated by Sverre Lyngstad

Suffering from a “My Struggle” hang-
over? Pick up “Shyness and Dignity” by 
Dag Solstad, a fellow countrymen often 
cited, before Knausgaard’s world take-
over, as Norway’s best. Solstad’s novel 
reveals a decisive day in Elias Rukla’s 
life, one marked by a passionate engage-
ment with literature and a deep-seated 
alienation from contemporary culture. 
With its breezy pacing and meticulous 
detail, “Shyness and Dignity” has a 
remarkable digressive quality that is 
as formally innovative and psychologically grip-
ping as anything by Knausgaard. And at a trim (and slightly 
grim) 150 pages, it is the perfect summer travel companion!

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh Ave. 
between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Eric Faynberg

For this show, the audience 
takes the stage.

In “The Institute,” a new 
multi-media show opening on July 
10, the audience becomes part of 
the cast, playing special agents 
breaking into the mind of a kid-
napped spy. The “Inception”-like 
show is part of the Brick Theater’s 
annual Game Play Festival, and 
the creators say they want to push 
the boundaries of how audiences 
experience the theater.

“We’re trying to further the 
art of storytelling using interac-
tive design and technology,” said 
Sharang Biswas, who wrote and 
directed the play with his friend 
Clio Davis. “I don’t think there are 
many groups doing things with this 
format.”

The show has 12 cast members 
 — not counting the audience, who 
must separate the kidnapped spy’s 
real memories from the fake. They 
do this by watching video clips, 
questioning cast members, and solv-
ing puzzles, some of which involve 
custom-made physical objects. In 
one challenge, for instance, partici-
pants must correctly sort geometric 
shapes in order to hear a musical 
clue. How the audience reacts will 
determine how the plot progresses 
and which clip of recorded footage 
will roll next.

This fluidity means that each 
audience will experience a different 
show, say the creators.

“When you get an audience that 
is shy or reticent it can be a chal-
lenge,” said Vincent Cooper, who 
plays Agent Phillips, one of the pri-
mary conduits of interaction for the 
audience. “Sometimes you can hit 
full throttle and they’ll come along 
for the ride. Other times you have to 
ease them into the water.”

But the creators say that despite 
the unpredictable nature of the audi-
ence, they don’t worry too much 
about the story going off the rails. 

“Most of the puzzles have a suc-
cess or a fail state,” Biswas said. “If 
they do well, something happens, 
and if they do poorly, something 
else happens. And there are three 
separate endings to the story.”

The Brick Theater seats about 
70, Biswas said, so he devised a 
system that will allow all audi-
ence members to participate in the 

games. Audience members rotate to 
new seats throughout the hour-long 
production, sometimes spending 
time on the stage. And the whole 
crowd comes together at times to 
vote on the next action. 

Cooper said that the most 
rewarding aspect of working in 
this type of theater is seeing how 
the audience reacts.

“As a performer, I get enjoy-
ment from giving the audience the 
space to make their own choices,” 
Cooper said. “The play doesn’t just 
happen to them. They happen to 
the play.”

“The Institute” at the Brick 
Theater [579 Metropolitan Avenue 
between Lorimer Street and Union 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 285–
3863, www.bricktheater.com]. July 
10 at 8 pm, July 17, 23, and 25 at 
9 pm. $18.

By Max Jaeger

Bay Ridge bands invade Park 
Slope in this border-bust-
ing edition of Bay Ridge 

Nights.
Of course you don’t have to 

leave the Ridge for a good time. 
The neighborhood offers up blood-
sport, live music, and shuffleboard 
for you this week — talk about 
eclectic!

On Friday night, take a drive 
down Fourth Avenue or hop on the 
ever-dependable R train and scoot 
to Park Slope (gasp!) where a bevy 
of Bay Ridge bands will invade 
The Rock Shop (249 Fourth Ave. 
between President and Carroll 
Streets). Local mainstays The 
Social Zoo, Band Of Young Saints, 
Command-Z, and Ragtag will per-
form for the kale-and-stroller set 
— go keep them company starting 
at 8 pm.

Or if you want to stay in the 
11209’s sweet embrace, go to 

Schnitzel Haus (7319 Fifth Ave. 
between 73rd and 74th streets) for 
funk-fused rock from Coney boost-
er Dave Clive and his ‘Nawlins 
Funk Band starting at 8:30 pm.

Satisfy your blood lust at Harp 
Bar (7710 3rd Ave. between 77th 

and 78th streets) on Saturday — the 
saloon will have a live screening 
of the 189th bout of the Ultimate 
Fighting Championship.

If all that senseless violence — 
sorry, “mixed martial arts” — got 
you amped for some competition, 
go to The Pour House on Tuesday 
night for the second hottest ticket in 
town — the summer shuffleboard 
league. You’re sure to get some 
tang at this one — it’s the hottest 
disc-on-deck action this side of a Ft. 
Lauderdale retirement community.

Or you can soak up some tunes 
in the fresh air on Tuesday. Rolling 
Stones tribute band Sha Doobie 
will rock Shore Road Park (79th 
Street and Shore Road) as part of 
state Sen. Marty Golden’s summer 
concert series. Sha Doobie starts 
rolling at 7 pm.

And don’t forget to dust off 
those walking shoes and start rigor-
ously training — Summer Stroll is 
right around the corner!

New show casts the audience as secret agents

The spy who came in from the couch: In “The Institute” audiences must decide 
whether Agent Anderson (Corey Roberts, left) can trust his fellow agents. 

SPIES LIKE US

Bay Ridge punches above its weight 
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Some Samples From Our Menu:
‘PPA CUMINCIARI / APPS

N’ZALATE / SALAD
N’ZALATA DI CAROTE

MACCARUNA / PASTA

I SECUNNI / ENTREES

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 

Plan your Special Occasion with us!

LARGEST
SELECTION 
OF BEERS

JULY THRU SEPTEMBER
LIVE BANDS

OUTDOOR SUMMER CONCERTS

| FOR UPCOMING EVENTS

GO TO WWW.PEGGYONEILLSNY.COM |

1904 SURF AVE, BROOKLYN
NEXT TO MCU/CYCLONE’S STADIUM

APPETIZERS  WINGS  BURGERS 
SANDWICHES  SALADS

DAILY SPECIALS

PEGGY
O’NEILL’S

 FULL SERVICE BAR 
 INDOOR/OUTDOOR

    DINING
 ENTERTAINMENT

OPEN 7 DAYS | LUNCH AND DINNER

Home 
of the $8 Big Cup

(Cold Draft Beers)

Mon.-Thurs.

KARAOKE
DJ

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$26.95*$16.75 $21.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$31.00*
$29.00
$32.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

 Full Service Travel Agency
 Bus Charters - 24 or 56 seats 
 Cruises & Vacation Packages
 International Airline Tickets

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net5 Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 5
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 Tours to Choose From

NEED A GETAWAY?

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, JULY 10
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$34.50–$184.50. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 11
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$34.50–$184.50. 8 pm.

WED, JULY 15
MUSIC, LEGACY OF 

HOPE CONCERT: In 
support of the Nelson 
Mandela Children’s 
Hospital in South Africa, 
Robin Thicke, Common, 
South African musician 
Jonathan Butler and 
more perform. $45. 8 
pm.

SUN, JULY 26
MUSIC, NICKI MINAJ: 

$40–$145. 7 pm.

SAT, AUG 1
SPORTS, DANNY GARCIA 

VS PAULIE MALIG-
NAGGI: Undefeated 
boxing superstar Danny 
“Swift” Garcia will take 
on Brooklyn’s own Pau-
lie “The Magic Man” 
Malignaggi. $50–$295. 
9 pm. 

TUE, AUG 11
MUSIC, YES AND TOTO: 

$45–$95. 7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 12
MUSIC, MOTLEY CRUE: 

$39.50–$149.50. 7 pm.

SUN, AUG 23
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $30.50–$530.50. 
7:30 pm.

MON, AUG 24
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $25.50–
$130.50. 7:30 pm.

SAT, SEP 12
MUSIC, SCORPIONS, 

QUEENSRYCHE: 
$47.50–$149.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 19
MUSIC, MADONNA: 

$45.50–$360.50. 8 pm.

MON, SEP 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: 
$TBA. 7 pm.

WED, SEP 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. NEW 
JERSEY DEVILS: $TBA. 
7 pm.

SAT, SEP 26
MUSIC, ARIANA 

GRANDE: $35.50–$695. 
7:30 pm.

MON, SEP 28
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
$TBA. 7 pm.

WED, OCT 7
MUSIC, DOCTOR WHO 

SYMPHONIC SPECTAC-
ULAR: $50.50–$140.50. 
3 pm and 7:30 pm.

THU, OCT 8
MUSIC, MARC ANTHONY 

AND CARLOS VIVES: 
$76.50–$232.50.  8 pm.

TUE, OCT 13
MUSIC, THE LEGEND OF 

ZELDA — SYMPHONY 
OF THE GODDESSES 
MASTER QUEST: 
$44.50-$97.50.  8 pm.

SUN, NOV 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOCKEY PRESENTS 
NOTRE DAME VS. 
UCONN AND ARMY 
VS. BENTLEY: $35–
$185. 11:15 am.

 TUE, NOV 10
THEATER, DISNEY ON 

ICE CELEBRATES 100 
YEARS OF MAGIC: 
$15–$125. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, JULY 10
SUMMER SPORTS: Pitch, 

shoot and score with the 
city’s new program. Each 
day you can take your pick 
of what activity meets 
your fancy. Registration is 
required by e-mail. Free. 
10 am – 6 pm. Sunset Park 
Playground [44th St. be-
tween Fifth and Seventh 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
(718) 972–2135], www.ny-
cgovparks.org. 

ART, “THE RISE OF 
SNEAKER CULTURE”: Ex-
ploring the social history 
and cultural signifi cance 
of the footwear from the 
mid-nineteenth century 
to high-end sneakers of 
this decade. $16 ($10 for 
students and seniors). 11 
am–6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

GIGLIO FEAST: Kick off the 
summer season with the 
128th celebration of the 
Giglio with a parade, carni-
val rides and games. Free. 
6 pm to midnight. Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel (275 
No. Eighth St. at Have-
meyer Street in Williams-
burg/Greenpoint). 

KARAOKE ON THE BEACH: 
Sing karaoke in front of the 
Wonder Wheel! Free. 7–11 
pm. Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
[3059 Denos Vourderis 
Pl. between W. 10th and 
W. 12th streets in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–2592], 
www.wonderwheel.com. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY 
TODD”: Piper Theatre 
Workshop celebrates its 
10th season with a per-
formance of Sondheim’s 
dark musical. Free. 8 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

SAT, JULY 11
MUSIC, TERRY WALDO’S 

GOTHAM CITY BAND: 
Part of On Stage At Kings-
borough’s outdoor concert 
series. Free. 8 pm. On 
Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

OUTDOOR SHABBAT SER-
VICE: Join Progressive 
Temple Beth Ahavath 
Sholom at the Salt Marsh 
as they meditate and raise 
their voices in song and 
prayer while surrounded 
by the beauty of nature. 
Free. 10:30 am. Salt Marsh 
Nature Center [Avenue U 
at E. 33rd Street, 718–934–
1491], ptbas.org. 

JAPANESE SUMMER FES-
TIVAL: J-COLLABO, the 
Brooklyn center for Japa-
nese Art and culture pres-
ents a festival of Japanese 
food, arts, culture and 
education. Free. 1 pm–8 
pm. J-COLLABO [300 
7th St., between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (917) 821–1079], j-
collabo.org. 

“THE BEATLES — LASER, 
LIGHT, AND VIDEO 
SHOW”: This immersive 
laser light experience also 
features psychedelic pre-

show performances from 
Serpentina and Ray Valenz. 
$15. 11 pm. Sideshows by 
the Seashore [1208 Surf 
Ave. between W. 12th 
Street and Stillwell Av-
enue in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5159], www.coneyis-
land.com. 

SUN, JULY 12
HISTORIC TROLLEY TOUR 

OF GREEN-WOOD CEM-
ETERY: Tour takes about 
two hours. Reservations 
are recommended. $15. 
1 pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

LITTLE LAFFS — “BIG FUN 
FOR LITTLE ONES”: Little 
Laffs is a variety show for 
kids ages 3-9 that mixes 
juggling, balloon art, 
music, comedy, and more. 
$10 ($5 for kids, $25 for 
families). 10:30 am. Jalopy 
Theatre [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

READING, CHURCH OF 
MONIKA: The great-
est show on the midway!: 
Cezar Del Valle, author of 
“Brooklyn Theatre Index 
Volume III,” discusses his 
new book about the his-
tory of theatre in Coney 
Island. Free. 11 am. Open 
Source Gallery [306 17th 
St. at Sixth Avenue in 
South Slope, (315) 382–
7398], open-source-gal-
lery.org/cezar-delvalle. 

WOMEN’S SOCIAL GROUP: 
Social group forming for 
women in their 50s and 
60s. No walk-ins, call and 
leave your number to re-
serve a spot. 2 pm. Perry’s 
Restaurant [3482 Nostrand 
Ave. between Gravesend 
Neck Road and Avenue V 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
336–7908]. 

MON, JULY 13
TENNIS IN THE PARKS: City 

Parks Foundation hosts 
tennis lessons for children 
as part of its Summer 
Sports program. Registra-
tion is required online. 
Free. 9 am to noon. McKin-

ley Park (Seventh Ave. 
and 75th Street in Dyker 
Heights), www.cityparks-
foundation.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: $10. 11:30 
am. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

FILM, CONEY ISLAND 
FLICKS ON THE BEACH 
— “THE GRAND BUDA-
PEST HOTEL”: Free. 7:30 
pm. [1001 Boardwalk West 
at W. 10th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 594–7895], 
www.coneyislandfunguide.
com. 

TUES, JULY 14
SENIOR SALSA: Free salsa 

classes for seniors. Free. 
10:30 am. Park Slope Se-
nior Center [463A Seventh 
St. at Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 832–
3726]. 

READING, LAURA PRITCH-
ETT: Laura Pritchett 
discusses her new novel 
“Red Lightning,” in which 
protagonist Tess Cross re-
turns home to reckon with 
a wild fi re and her haunting 
past. Free. 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

COMEDY, BEERPROV: 
Performers improvise 
scenes based on audi-
ence suggestions, then are 
eliminated until one one 
remains, who then drinks 
from the BeerProv Mug 
of Champions. $10. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

WED, JULY 15
MUSIC, PLAZA SWING 

DANCE SERIES: A cel-
ebration of Puerto Rican 
Bomba and Plena music 
by Brooklyn’s own Sonido 
Costeño. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flat-
bush Avenue at Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 230–2100], www.

brooklynpubliclibrary.org/
branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

READING, DEANNA FEI: 
Deanna Fei brings us her 
brave and inspiring mem-
oir “Girl In Glass,” a story 
of premature birth that 
spawned a public health 
debate. Free. 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

FILM, “TO HAVE AND 
HAVE NOT”: Screen-
ing of the 1945 movie as 
part of “Bogart and Bacall 
Movie Night,” sponsored 
by BAMcinematek. Free. 
7:30 pm. Target Commu-
nity Garden [931 Bedford 
Ave. between DeKalb and 
Willoughby avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–4129], www.bam.org. 

THURS, JULY 16
MUSIC, GEORGE CLINTON 

AND P-FUNK: Part of 
the 21st annual BAM R&B 
Music festival. Free. Noon. 
MetroTech Commons [1 
MetroTech Roadway at 
Lawrence Street in Down-
town, (718) 875–1780]. 

FILM, “SHARKNADO 2”: 
Syfy Movies with a View 
presents music at 6 pm, 
with movies starting at 
sundown. Free. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Har-
bor View Lawn (Furman 
Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights), www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. STATEN 
ISLAND YANKEES: $10. 
7 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

FRI, JULY 17
FILM, A NIGHT WITH KHA-

LIK ALLAH: A unique 
glimpse into the urban 
landscape of NYC through 
the lens of fi lmmaker and 
photographer Khalik Allah. 
Free. 8:30 pm. Rooftop 
Films [232 Third St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
417–7362], www.rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

BURLESQUE ON THE 
BEACH — ’80S BODA-
CIOUS BURLESQUE: A to-
tally retro show hosted by 
Joey Martini. $15. 10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between 
W. 12th Street and Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

SAT, JULY 18
DOGGY FASHION SHOW: 

Dancing, live music, and 
comedians join Freddy’s 
Bar for their second an-
nual doggy fashion show. 
Free. 5–9 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddys-
bar.com. 

MUSIC, SAMMY MILLER & 
THE CONGREGATION: 
Free. 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

Candygram!: The timeless classic “Sharknado 2” screens on the 
edge of the East River on July 16, as part of the Syfy Movies 
with a View series in Brooklyn Bridge Park. Syfy

Baby got back: “Anaconda” artist Nicki Minaj shakes up 
Barclays Center on July 26. Associated Press / Brad Barket
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A  J E W I S H  T R A G E D Y
Written By & Starring BRAD ZIMMERMAN

8TH SMASH
MONTH!

Mon 7pm, Fri 7pm, Sat 2 & 7pm, Sun 2pm • $45 Mezzanine • $60 & $65 Orchestra • $99 VIP 
TWO DRINK MINIMUM (Drinks start at $6 per)

Stage 72 - Triad Theatre
158 West 72nd St., New York City

Box Office: 212-868-4444 • Groups (12+): 212-400-6800
MySonTheWaiter.com

“Delicious! Distinctly Original and  
Powerfully Poignant. Great Comedy!”  

“LIKE BILLY CRYSTAL’S 700 SUNDAYS!” 
– Jewish Week

“EASILY THE FUNNIEST SHOW TO HIT OFF-BROADWAY!” 
– The Forward

“LAUGH YOUR TUCHAS OFF!” 
– Huffington Post 

              

“I’VE HAD
THREE GREAT

OPENING ACTS
 IN MY LIFETIME: 

BILLY CRYSTAL, 
GARRY SHANDLING, 

AND 
BRAD 

ZIMMERMAN.”
– Joan Rivers

At Kingsborough’s Lighthouse Bandshell  
Rain Location: The Leon M. Goldstein Performing Arts Center 

Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY
www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    (718) 368-5596

HOT SUMMER NIGHTS
FREE OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES

JU
LY

 2
01

5

JULY 18    8:00 PM
BIG BAND DANCE PARTY!

Sammy Miller  
& The Congregation

JULY 25    8:00 PM
 HOT JAZZ!

The Bria Skonberg Quintet

JULY 11    8:00 PM
FROM RAGTIME TO JAZZ!

�������	
����	����	����

Photo by Joe Bly
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 “A MADCAP MUSICAL 
WITH AN ALL-STAR CAST!”

TIME OUT NY

T!”
“

Brooks Atkinson Theatre
256 W. 47th Street (Between Broadway & 8th Avenue)

Ticketmaster.com   877-250-2929   ItShouldaBeenYou.com

YOU’LL LAUGH. YOU’LL CRY. 
YOU’LL BE HOME BY 10.

“THE FRESHEST, FUNNIEST MUSICAL 
OF THE BROADWAY SEASON!”

USA TODAY

PERFORMANCES NOW
 THRU AUGUST 9th

 “TYNE DALY IS FIERCELY FUNNY AND 
HARRIET HARRIS IS WICKEDLY COMEDIC!”

ASSOCIATED PRESS

GREAT  ORCH SEATS  AS LOW AS $75!
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When you serve only 
the freshest seafood, 
good quality steaks, and 
treat customers well, 
you stay in business for 
25 years — and that’s 
why Perry’s Diner is cel-
ebrating its silver anni-
versary. 

Imagine being able 
to feast on delicious lob-
ster and broiled seafood, 
all at affordable pricing, 
right at your neighbor-
hood diner. It’s just as 
good, if not better, than 
what is served at many 
fancier establishments, 
and that’s because the 
diner’s King Neptune 
himself — owner Perry 
Kokotas — personally 
goes to the fish market 
to hand-select what will 
be brought to the table. 
Kokotas, originally 
from the port town of 
Mykonos, culminated 
oceans of knowledge 
while being part owner 
of the Lobster House 
in Howard Beach for 16 
years before swimming 
out on his own to open 
Perry’s Diner in 1990. 

Here, lobster tails 
are huge and cooked 
expertly. Filet mignon 
is tender, and perfectly 
prepared. The waiter 
will bring you a lobster 
bib, and you can dive 
right in. You’ll get veg-
gies and a potato, too.

There are specialty 
dishes such as shrimp 
Santorini — jumbo 
shrimp, feta cheese, and 
tomatoes in garlic and 
wine, served over lin-
guini.  Or, broiled sea-
food a la Perry — lobster 
tail, filet of sole, shrimp, 
scallops, and stuffed 
clams.  

It’s all enjoyed in a 
pleasant atmosphere, 
where customers are en-
couraged to linger and 
appreciate their meals. 
There’s a full bar, a mix 
of booths and tables, and 
even counter seating.

Diners start with 
complimentary trays of 
cole slaw, and even this 
is several cuts above 
the usual fare — crisp, 
rather than drowned 
in mayo. Scrumptious 

pickles, a chickpea 
salad, and a basket of 
soft rolls are also pro-
vided. 

The lunch and dinner 
specials are real steals. 
The $13.95 lunch in-
cludes a cup of hot soup 
or a salad of greens, cu-
cumbers, and tomatoes. 
The main course offers 
variety such as broiled 
salmon, veal parmi-
giana, roast turkey, fi-
let of sole, Boston scrod, 
and grilled chicken 
breasts. And, you’ll get 
dessert and coffee too. 
The price is right, and 
the food is fabulous. 

Come hungry for Per-
ry’s Super Dinner Spe-
cials. Appetizers choices 
are stuffed cabbage, ge-

filte fish, chopped liver, 
stuffed grape leaves, 
half a grapefruit, Swed-
ish meatballs, or fruit 
cup. You’ll enjoy it over a 
glass of complimentary 
wine. Then, have your 
soup or salad, main en-
trée, coffee and dessert.  
Pricing starts at $14.95 
per person when you se-
lect an entrée like egg-
plant parmigiana, meat-
balls with spaghetti, 
roast beef, roast brisket, 
broiled bluefish, Greek 
chicken, or even a large 
chef salad. It costs more 
to cook at home.

For a few additional 
dollars — just $17.95 — 
entrée choices include 
roasted turkey, broiled 
pork chops, zuppa di 

mussels over linguini, 
Boston scrod, chicken 
Francaise, and more. 
For $21.95 your main 
entrée could be veal 
Tuscany over linguini, 
stuffed pork chops 
Gordon Bleu, broiled 
halibut, swordfish, or 
salmon. The most ex-
pensive special is $23.95, 
and that will buy you 
fried shrimp, shrimp 
scampi or over linguini, 
a 16-ounce New York 
steak, and other sensa-
tional selections. 

There are the usual 
diner offerings, too — 
Greek salads, Reuben 
sandwiches, tuna melts, 
and the late-night favor-
ite Chinese roast pork 
on a garlic roll.   

Breakfast brings 
French toast, Belgian 
waffles, eggs, pancakes, 
and much more. 

Kids have their own 
menu, named for sports 
figures. The Jeter in-
cludes chicken fingers, 
fries, jello or ice cream, 
milk or soda. Order the 
Shaq, and the entrée is a 
hot dog.

For dessert, consider 

the Hawaii special fea-
turing vanilla ice cream 
on top of fresh pineapple 
and honeydew slices, 
sprinkled with cinna-
mon. Aloha.

Perry’s Diner [3482 
Nostrand Ave. between 
Avenues U and V in 
Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
934–9800, www.perrys-
seafood.com]. Open every 
day, 7 am–11 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Perry’s Diner celebrates 25 years
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Schnitzel Haus
 Brooklyn’s Only Authentic 
 German Restaurant

HOME OF DAS BOOT!

718-836-5600

 SchnitzelHausNY.com

10% Off
 with this ad

With a huge selection of 
German & Belgian Biers

LIVE MUSIC 
Fridays & Saturdays

BAVARIAN BUFFET
Every Wednesday

5 – 9:30 pm $14.95 pp

ALL YOU CAN EAT

Weekday Happy Hour
Workingman’s Specials

4 – 7 pm $10 Entrees

Service
22

Décor
19

Food
24

2013

NEW 
SUMMER 

MENU
with Lighter Fare

Having a Picnic, Party, Beach Day or
Concert in the Park? Take us with You!

$25 4 Bratwursts
4 Waters
1 Reuseable Bag

10lb Bag
of Ice

$3

THURSDAY 
LUNCH BUFFET
12 – 2 pm $8.00 pp

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

GENUINE STATE 
O’MAINE MUSSELS
     $1.99 lb.

LOBSTERS 3  $39

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

Corner of 2771 Knapp Street & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Avenue (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
All offers expire 7/27/15

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER
$2299

FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER

$1199

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPON

Complete Menu Online:
www.JordansLobster.com

WITH COUPONF
O
R
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BEDFORD-STUYVESANT

Interfaith Medical Center president 
Steven Korf and chairman of Dental 
Medicine Dr. David J. Miller snipped 
the ribbon on a new state-of-the-art 
dental facility that adds expanded ser-
vices to the community.

Local offi cials and children from 
PS 93 in Bedford-Stuvyesant wel-

comed the new cen-
ter and toured the 
facility. Students 
were then given 
free dental screen-
ings to make sure 
their pearly whites 
were cavity free.

Standing O pal 
Steven, excited 
about the long-

awaited project, shared his enthusi-
asm.  

“I am extremely proud of our ultra-
modern dental center, which is the 
culmination of a year-long expansion 
of our Dental Medicine program un-
der Dr. Miller’s leadership,” he said. 
“It permits us to offer comprehensive 
dental services and oral surgery under 
one roof, and serves as a cornerstone 
in Interfaith’s efforts to keep our com-
munity healthy.” 

The new digs offer an in-house den-
tal anesthesia operating room suite, 
and monitors displaying educational 
materials and photos from intraoral 
cameras. 

Interfaith Dental Center [1545 At-
lantic Ave. and Albany Avenue in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, (718) 613–7375].

BRIGHTON BEACH

It’s a ‘gold’ in O’s book
Shore View Nursing and Reha-

bilitation has been recognized as a 
2015 recipient of the “Bronze, Commit-
ment to Quality Award” for its dedica-
tion to improving the lives of residents 
through quality care. 

The award is the fi rst of three dis-
tinctions possible through the Na-
tional Quality Award Program, pre-
sented by the American Health Care 
Association and National Center for 
Assisted Living. It honors centers 
across the nation that have demon-
strated their commitment to improv-
ing quality care for seniors and indi-
viduals with disabilities.

Chief administrator Kwang Lee 
was excited to share the news with 
Standing O.

“It is a great honor to be recognized 
with a National Quality Award be-
cause improving the lives of the resi-
dents and families we care for every 
day is what brings us joy,” she said. 
“This award symbolizes the dedica-
tion and commitment we have to the 

quality journey.”
Standing O shares in the joy!
Shore View Nursing & Rehabili-

tation Center [2865 Brighton Third 
St. and Neptune Avenue in Brighton 
Beach, (718) 891–4400].

FORT GREENE

Have a seat
Pratt Institute welcomed re-

nowned designer Constantin Boym 
as its new chairperson of Industrial 
Design at its School of Design. The deb-
onair style-maker, who takes his seat 
on July 13, succeeds Scott Lundberg, 
who has served as interim chairman 
since last fall. 

Constantin is founder of Boym 

Partners, an award-winning design 
studio that he runs with Laurene 

Leon Boym, as well as a former pro-

fessor and director of Graduate Design 
Studies at Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Qatar. He also served as 
faculty and program coordinator at 
Parsons School of Design.

Constantine can’t wait to shape, 
mold, and inspire budding designers.

“Design has changed tremendously 
in the last few years, perhaps more 
than any other creative fi eld,” he said. 

Standing O offers congratulations 
to the designer and wishes him well.

Pratt Institute [200 Willoughby Ave. 
and DeKalb Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–3600].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BOROUGH WIDE

Put your hands together for tal-
ented tweens, Sofi a, Angela, Leo, 
and Aaron, for being named win-
ners in the HealthPlus Ameri-

group’s Keeping Kids in School 

Asthma Program. The program 
uses an innovative approach to pro-
mote asthma awareness and control 
among children, adults and teach-
ers to improve the quality of life 
for children living in the city with 
asthma. 

Sofi a, a fourth-grader at PS 1, 
garnered second place, while honor-
able mentions went to PS 160 third 
graders Leo and Aaron, and Angela, 
who is in fi fth grade at PS 105.

Students in all fi ve boroughs 
were tasked with drawing a unique 
page to promote asthma awareness 
in the city’s schools for inclusion in 
the annual calendar.

The winners were honored at 
New York City Department of Edu-
cation headquarters and were pre-
sented with calendars, with the 
winning submissions and tickets to 
the New York City F.C. soccer match 
in July.

More than 1.5 million city resi-
dents suffer from asthma, the lead-
ing cause of missed school days and 
hospital stays for children in the 
city, said Jack Stephenson, plan 
president, HealthPlus Amerigroup. 

“The Keeping Kids in School 
Asthma program has evolved over 
the last 14 years, but we keep the 
dialogue of asthma awareness cur-
rent through student education and 
workshops for parents,” he said. 
“The calendar is a great way for 
young people to learn about asthma 
in a creative way, and there are 
some really talented kids who are 
highlighted this year.” 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Welcome to the Board
Say “Hey” to Susi Yu, the 

newest member of the Board 
of Directors at the Brooklyn 

Bridge Park Conservancy. Susi 
was elected to the position at the 
group’s June 23 meeting.

Chairwoman Nancy Bowe 
said her arrival was a boon.

“Susi’s business savvy, expan-
sive knowledge of development, 
and entrepreneurial spirit will 
make her an essential asset to 
the Conservancy and our work to 
support Brooklyn Bridge Park,” 
she said.

Our pal Susi is the execu-
tive veep of residential develop-
ment for Forest City Ratner Com-
panies, and is overseeing the 
construction of Pacifi c Park in 
Brooklyn, near Barclays Center. 
Susi was trained as an architect, 
studying at the University of Vir-
ginia’s School of Architecture, 
and is a registered architect in 
New York. She is also a graduate 
of Columbia University’s Masters 
of Science in Real Estate Develop-
ment Program.  

Susi is thrilled that she can 
help promote the local landscape.

“Our open spaces are some of 
the most important and recog-
nizable features of Brooklyn and 
hold a special place in my fam-
ily’s heart,” she said. “I look for-
ward to working with the Board 
to ensure that Brooklyn Bridge 
Park continues to be a world-
class destination.”

Standing O wishes Susi good 
fortune. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park Conser-
vancy [334 Furman St. at Jora-
lemon Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 802–0603].

HONOREES!: Aron, Sofi a, and Leo with their artistic submissions.  Peter Yang Zhao

A breath of fresh air against asthma

Open wide and say, ‘Congraaaah-ts!’
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• ‘I am just so happy and 
so blessed.’

• ‘We’re not happy 
with his, let’s say, 
his style of play.’

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
Kerri Gallagher exceeded her 
own expectations at the U.S.A. 
Track and Field Outdoor Cham-
pionships, moving her closer 
to putting her name among the 
world’s best runners.

“For the fi nal, on paper, it 
didn’t look like I would place 
very well,” Gallagher said. “If 
you had asked me before the 
race, I would have been thrilled 
to be in the top half with how 
strong a fi eld we were in.”

Gallagher, who races for 
team Oiselle and the New 
York Athletic Club, surprised 
herself and her competition 
by fi nishing third in the elite 
fi eld of the 1,500 meters, with a 
time if 4:15.81 in Eugene, Ore. 
on June 28. 

It was just 0.95 seconds 
behind champion Jennifer 
Simpson (4:14.86). With the 
third-place fi nish, the for-
mer Fordham University and 
Bishop Kearney star qualifi ed 
for the World Championships 
in Beijing, China.

“In a fi eld like we had at the 
US championships for both the 
prelims and the fi nals, I was 
very surprised and so happy 
with the outcome,” said Gal-
lagher, who graduated from 
Fordham in 2011.

Gallagher qualifi ed for the 
fi nal by placing third in her 
heat in the prelims with a time 
of 4:08.70, which was tied for 
the second fastest in the quali-
fying round. The pace changes 
with each race and quicker 
ones in the prelims allowed 
her to post her best time.

“With championship rac-
ing, you never know what to 
expect,” the Belle Harbor na-
tive said. “In my heat of the 
prelims, we went out at a good 
pace and ended up running 
pretty fast times. The other 
two heats were much more 
tactical and ended up being 
more like the fi nal.”

Gallagher’s time at the US 

Championships didn’t meet 
the standard mark of 4:06.50, 
and would have kept her from 
running for Team USA in Bei-
jing. But it didn’t take long for 
her to surpass it, and punch 
her ticket to the World Cham-
pionships beginning on Aug. 
22. 

Gallagher won the 1500 at 
the XXVI Meeting Internazi-
onale di Atletica Leggera in 
Italy on July 7 in a meet re-
cord time of 4:03.56. The time 
broke the mark of 4:04.82, set 
by American Gabrielle Ander-
son in 2012.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Brooklyn continues to be a 
baseball-rich borough.

James Madison used stel-
lar pitching to win its division 
and claw its way to within 
one victory of the Public 
School Athletic League Class 
AA title game. Xaverian won 
the Brooklyn-Queens league, 
but a second-straight Catho-
lic AAA championship was 
not to be. Poly Prep’s string of 
four-straight private school 
state crowns was cut short by 
a fi rst-round playoff exit after 
another stellar regular sea-
son. Grand Street and Tele-
communications both again 
had strong years. 

Nazareth reached a sec-
ond straight Catholic Class 
A fi nal, but ultimately fell to 
Monsignor Scanlan. Abra-
ham Lincoln was one of the 
best stories of the season as 
it revived its program and 
reached the public school AA 
semifi nals. 

There were plenty of ath-
letes who made it all possible, 
and here are the ones we picked 
as the best in Brooklyn:  

All-Brooklyn Baseball 

Player of the Year: Nick 
Storz, Poly Prep

The sophomore right-

hander fl ourished as he 
moved into the spotlight this 
season. The imposing ace 
threw all of the Blue Devils’ 
big games. He posted a 3–1 re-
cord with 52 strikeouts in 33 
innings and hit the low 90s 
on the radar gun. Storz won 
Poly’s game against even-
tual Public School Athletic 
League champion George 
Washington. He also hit .389 
with 26 runs batted in, and a 
.907 slugging percentage.  

All-Brooklyn Baseball 

Coach of the Year: Vinny 
Caiazza, James Madison

The veteran manager kept 
telling his young team all 
season it had the talent for a 
special season, and got them 
to believe. Madison pushed 
itself back up into the city’s 
elite. It won a division title 
and reached its fi rst Public 
School Athletic League Class 
AAA semifi nal since 2010. 
There it handed Tottenville 
its fi rst league loss, but fell a 
win short. Caiazza brought 
this group along brilliantly. 

All-Brooklyn Baseball 

First Team:

Pitcher Rob Amato, 
Xaverian

The senior was one of the 

— Former Bishop Kearney runner Kerri Gallagher 
on qualifying to compete in the world track 

championships — Cyclones skipper Tom Gamboa on 
Alfredo Reyes’s recent errors

Continued on page 41 Continued on page 41

ACE OF DIAMONDS: Poly Prep pitcher Nick Storz is our pick for Brook-
lyn’s Baseball Player of the Year. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

HITTING HER STRIDE: Former Bishop Kearney stand out Kerri Gallagher 
placed third in the 1,500 in  the U.S. Track and Field championships.  
 Fordham Athletics

2015 All-Brooklyn 
Baseball Honors

On track to Beijing
Former Bishop Kearney runner Gallagher 

qualifi es for world championships in China
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Cyclones 7
Hudson Valley 0
July 1 in Hudson Valley

Tyler Badamo allowed one 
hit in seven innings to pick 
up his fi rst win of the year in 
Brooklyn’s triumph.

Nic Wilson’s leadoff single 
in the third was the only hiccup 
for Badamo, who pitched to the 
minimum 21 batters. Wilson 
was erased on a double play.

Natanael Ramos and Pedro 
Perez each hit their fi rst home 
runs of the season.

Perez was inserted as a 
pinch-hitter and made Tom 
Gamboa happy with a dinger 
to left-center fi eld.

Tucker Tharp, Michael 
Bernal, and David Thompson 
each had two hits. Bernal also 
scored twice.

Hudson Valley cost them-
selves with fi ve errors, while 
Brooklyn played mistake-free 
baseball.

Cyclones 2
Hudson Valley 1
July 2 at MCU Park

Alfredo Reyes’s two-run 
single in the seventh put the 
Cyclones ahead to stay in a 2–1 
win over Hudson Valley.

With the bases loaded and 
one out, Reyes hit a fl y ball to 
deep center, which glanced 
off Angel Moreno’s glove and 
scored David Thompson and 
Jeff Diehl.

It was a good time for Reyes 
to deliver his fi rst two runs bat-
ted in of the season. The short-
stop also doubled in the fi fth.

Christian Montgomery 
picked up his fi rst win of the 
season, striking out the side in 
the seventh with a single and 
hit batter mixed in.

Palsha and Montgomery 
both have earned run aver-
ages of 0.00 in fi ve appear-
ances. Gaby Almonte gave up 
one run in six innings in his 
third start of the season.

The three Cyclones pitchers 
combined to strike out 14 Rene-
gades while walking only two.
Several Cyclones were sent to 
Double-A, including Michael 
Katz and Natanael Ramos. 
Michael Gibbons will make a 
start in Double-A as well.

Hudson Valley 4 
Cyclones 1
July 3 at Hudson Valley

Nicco Blank was a tough-
luck loser in the Cyclones loss 
to the Renegades on Friday 
night.

Blank gave up two hits in 

fi ve innings, but allowed three 
runs. He didn’t allow a hit over 
the fi rst four innings, but gave 
up a fi rst-inning run because 
of two walks and a wild pitch.

Vinny Siena continued his 
hot hitting with an run-scor-
ing single to tie the game in 
the fi fth.

Enmanuel Zabala followed 
with a single but Siena was 
thrown out at third. The Cy-
clones were held hitless over 
the fi nal four innings.

Hudson Valley took the 
lead back in the bottom of the 
fi fth on two singles with a wild 
pitch from Blank mixed in.

Jose Garcia made the line 
error for the Clones, but it was 
costly. With Jose Paez attempt-
ing to steal second, Garcia’s 
throwing error allowed Paez to 
advance to third. Paez scored 
on a sac fl y to make it 3–1.

Craig Missigman took over 
in the sixth and surrendered a 
run-scoring double to Hector 
Montes.

Missigman pitched a score-
less seventh, and Corey Tay-
lor followed with a scoreless 
eighth.

Cyclones 2
Williamsport 0
July 4 at MCU Park

Matt Blackham pitched 
seven shutout innings in the 
Cyclones 2–0 win over the 
Crosscutters on Saturday, in 

a game where each team was 
held to three hits.

The Cyclones starter im-
proved to 2–0 in three starts, 
giving up two hits and one 
walk over seven innings, 
while striking out nine.

“That was the best game of 
Matt Blackham’s young pitch-
ing career,” said Cyclones 
skipper Tom Gamboa. “He 
pitched a masterpiece against 
a very good team.”

Brooklyn took a 1–0 lead 
in the fourth when Jose Tav-
eras’s wild pitch scored Vinny 
Siena from third.

The Crosscutters almost 
tied the game in the fi fth. With 
Josh Tobias on third, Black-
ham’s pitch bounced away 
from Brandon Brosher but not 
far enough. A heads-up Black-
ham covered home and tagged 
Tobias to end the inning.

Brosher’s home run in the 
bottom of the frame gave the 
Cyclones an insurance run. 
Brosher reminds Gamboa of 
another slugging catcher, with 
the skipper saying Brosher has 
“Mike Piazza-type strength.”

Carlos Valdez picked up 
the save with a 1-2-3 ninth, his 
fi rst save of the year.

Cyclones 9
Williamsport 2
July 5 at Kramerica Industries 
Field (MCU Park)

Brandon Brosher’s seven 

runs batted in set a Cyclones 
record in Brooklyn’s 9–2 
thumping of the Crosscutters 
on “Salute to Seinfeld” night. 

Brosher hit a grand slam 
in the fi rst inning, and cleared 
the bases with a three-run 
double in the seventh. 

The grand slam was the 
fi rst by a Cyclone since Alex 
Sanchez did it in 2013. 

Last season, Brosher hit 
four homers in the fi rst nine 
games at Kingsport before 
breaking his ankle in the dug-
out while running on wet con-
crete in his spikes.

Another off-the-fi eld injury 
kept Brosher out of the start 
of the season. In fi ve games 
with Brooklyn, he’s hitting 
.333 with two homers and nine 
runs batted in. 

He’s really making up for 
lost time, also setting the club 
record for runs batted in, in a 
single game. 

The offensive explo-
sion overshadowed Kevin 
Canelon’s tremendous relief 
outing. Taking over for Jose 
Celas in the fourth, Canelon 
pitched shutout ball for four-
and-two-thirds innings, strik-
ing out six. 

Celas and Canelon make a 
tandem starter, what the team 
calls a “piggyback.” When 
Celas starts, Canelon is the 
fi rst out of the bullpen and 
vice versa. 

After the tandem of Celas 
and Canelon pitched eight in-
nings, Ruben Reyes pitched a 
scoreless ninth.

Cyclones 2
Williamsport 1
July 6 at MCU Park

Not many games are won 
with three hits, but a 10th-in-
ning throwing error by Cross-
cutters pitcher Anthony Se-
quieira gave the Cyclones a 
2–1 victory and a sweep of the 
three-game series.

Michael Bernal, pinch-
hitting for Oswald Caraballo, 
drew a leadoff walk to open 
the 10th. Jeff Diehl was in-
serted as a pinch-runner and 
advanced to second on a sac 
bunt by Alfredo Reyes.

Tucker Tharp grounded 
back to the pitcher, but Se-
quieira’s throw to third base 
was off the mark and Diehl 
came home with the winning 
run.

It was the fourth error of 
the game for Williamsport. 
Brooklyn scored the fi rst run 
of the game in the sixth when 
Tharp hit a grounder to third 
baseman Jan Hernandez, who 
threw the ball into the Cy-
clones dugout, scoring Reyes 
from second.

Tyler Badamo allowed 
an unearned run in the sev-
enth. Josh Tobias tripled with 
one out and then Jesus Posso 
reached on an error by Al-
fredo Reyes. The shortstop 
couldn’t corral a ground ball 
which the offi cial scorer felt 
would have been the second 
out of the inning.

Austin Bossart’s fl y ball to 
left became a game-tying sac 
fl y instead of the third out of 
the inning.

Corey Taylor, Alex Palsha 
and Christian Montgomery 
each pitched a scoreless in-
ning of relief.

Montgomery picked up 
his second win of the year 
with a scoreless 10th. He 
struck out three with a sin-
gle and an error mixed in. 
The error, a dropped pop-up, 
was the second of the game 
for Reyes and his sixth of the 
season.

“We’re going to have a talk 
with Reyes,” Gamboa said. 
“We’re not happy with his, 
let’s say his style, of play. … 
To drop a routine pop-up be-
cause he’s trying to style it, 
that doesn’t fl y. Fonzie and I 
are going to have a talk with 
him.”

Home team drops one to Renegades, sweeps Williamsport, honors ‘Seinfeld’

IT’S OUT OF HERE: Brandon Brosher, resplendent in his technicolor dream-jersey, puts Brooklyn’s Boys of 
Summer ahead with his grand slam on July 5 — “Seinfeld” Night at MCU Park. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Cyclones blow away Crosscuters
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T he city’s best boys’ bas-
ketball player is leav-
ing — and he couldn’t 

be more right in doing so.
Christ the King star 

Rawle Alkins announced 
on social media last week 
that he will not return to 
Middle Village next sea-
son, and will attend a prep 
school. 

It was a move he had to 
make, with his eligibility 
to play a senior season in 
the Catholic league still up 
the air. He played in eight 
varsity games in Flor-
ida as an eighth grader, 
and by-the-rules Catholic 
league’s Student Eligibil-
ity Committee would not 
meet until September to 
decide if he could play in 
Middle Village. 

Alkins has said all 
along he’d rather stay at 
Christ the King — but that 
was only going happen if he 
stuck around  for the school 
year to begin. 

That left Alkins with 
no choice but to leave af-
ter helping the Royals to 
three consecutive Cath-
olic Class AA Intersec-
tional titles and two state 
Federation crowns during 
his tenure. The Catholic 
League is known to be a 
strict and by-the-rules or-
ganization, so his chances 
of being allowed to play 
were slim. 

Instead of placing his 
fate in the hands of others, 
he smartly decided his own 
future. Why wait and have 
to answer questions about 
it from reporters and scouts 
all summer, risk prep school 
rosters fi lling up, and com-
plicate the transition on 
and off the court.  

New York City must 
watch another of its top 
talents go elsewhere. It is 
time for the Catholic High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion to change the ruling 
date so that in the future, a 
kid can make this decision 
with the decency of know-
ing if he’d even be allowed 
to stay.

If Alkins chose to stick 
it out and was turned away, 
he could also hurt his ac-

ademic future. Starting 
a new school in October 
would put a greater strain 
on the process of ensur-
ing that he completes his 
course work to be academi-
cally qualifi ed to compete 
in college. Rulings like this 
should be made in May or 
June or early August at the 
latest. 

“At least make the ruling 
so he wouldn’t be messed up 
academically,” Christ the 
King coach Joe Arbitello 
said. “If the kid waits un-
til September, are you re-
ally doing the right thing 
academically for the kid? 
So they need to get out of 
the 1950s and realize this is 
2015.”

Alkins is one of the top 
players in the country. He 
is being recruited by St. 
John’s and every other ma-
jor college. It is a shame 
to see him go, not only be-
cause he was a super talent 
and fun to watch play, but 
also he’s also a rare and re-
freshing personality. 

Alkins would much 
rather have played for a 
fourth-straight city title and 
another Federation crown. 
That was never even given a 
chance to happen thanks to 
the Catholic league’s rules. 

Alkins was right to not 
wait for the answer. He had 
to go. The best player in 
New York City was given 
no choice but to become 
the best player somewhere 
else.

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

Catholic league 
gave Alkins no 

choice but to go

most dominant hurlers in the city. Amato 
tossed a perfect game in a 7–0 victory over 
Molloy in May. The hard-throwing lefty 
posted a 6–3–1 record with 57 strikeouts 
in 54 innings, and a 2.20 earned run aver-
age. 

Third Base Daniel Bakst, Poly Prep
Bakst was a consistent contributor at the 

plate and a slick fi elder at the hot corner. The 
junior batted .346 with 22 runs batted in, 20 
runs, 22 walks, and a .596 slugging percent-
age. He drove in three runs in a 5–3 win over 
Delbarton on April 11.  

Right Field Travis Buckman, Abraham 
Lincoln

The junior posted a career season in his 
second year with the Railsplitters. The power-
hitting Buckman hit .568 with 20 runs batted 
in, nine extra base hits, and 12 steals. He also 
collected three saves and did not allow a run 
in 6 2/3 innings of work.

Pitcher Steve Catuogno, Xaverian
Catuogno was the Clippers’ most consis-

tent pitcher, helping Xaverian to a division 
title and the No. 2 seed in the playoffs. The 
senior posted a sterling 6–1 record with a 
minuscule 0.73 earned run average. He also 
earned one save. 

Catcher Marcus Chavez, Grand Street
The senior was the glue to a Grand Street 

team that suffered injuries to some of its best 
players. He handled a young pitching staff 
well and delivered with the bat. Chavez hit 
.489 with 19 runs batted in, 18 runs scored 
and, 10 extra base hits.  

Centerfi eld Pat DeMarco, Poly Prep
DeMarco is one of the city’s rising stars 

and a fi ve-tool player. The sophomore’s speed 

and athleticism help him play a superb cen-
terfi eld. He also hit it .397 with fi ve triples, 32 
runs batted in, and a .698 slugging percent-
age.

Pitcher-First Base Shawn James, James 
Madison

The junior was Madison’s best all-around 
player.  On the mound he went 4–0 and had 
two saves while posting a 0.21 earned run av-
erage. James was also a serious threat with 
the bat. He had a .458 average with 13 runs 
batted in during the regular season. 

Pitcher-Designated Hitter Christopher 
Karnbach, James Madison

The imposing hurler tossed arguably the 
game of the year for Madison in a 2–1 win over 
defending champ Cardozo in the quarterfi -
nal. Karnbach went 7–1 overall and posted a 
1.35 earned run average during the regular 
season. 

Pitcher Evan Layne, Telecommunica-
tions  

Layne was a dual threat for the Yellow 
Jackets this season. He was Telecom’s best 
pitcher with a 5–1 record, including two com-
plete games, and a minute 1.56 earned run av-
erage. The senior also batted .383 and a .491 on 
base percentage.  

Shortstop Anthony Prato, Poly Prep
The UConn-commit was a spark plug for 

the Poly offense from the leadoff spot. Prato 
posted a .389 average with 26 runs batted in 
and a .907 slugging percentage. He also stole 
20 bases and used his speed to gobble up balls 
at short.

Third Base Anthony Scotti, Xaverian
Scotti rebounded from an early foot injury 

to put together another strong campaign. The 
Seton Hall-bound third baseman batted .389 
with 26 runs batted in, and a .476 on base per-
centage. He also stole 20 bases to fuel the Clip-
pers’ attack. 

Continued from page 39 

BASEBALL HONORS

PITCHER PICKED: Xaverian ace Robert Amato, seen 
here in  the Mayor’s Cup all-star game, made the cut 
for our all-star team, too. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

“I don’t know what to say, 
honestly,” Gallagher said of 
clinching her World Cham-
pionship spot. “I am just so 
happy and so blessed to be 
supported by amazing people. 

Looking forward to worlds.”
With a third place fi nish 

in the U.S.A. Track and Field 
Outdoor Championships, Gal-
lagher got a step closer to her 
ultimate goal of competing in 
the 2016 Olympics in Brazil. 
But for now, she is focused 
on meeting the standard and 
making the World Champion-

ships in China.
“My focus is on this sum-

mer and fi nishing this sea-
son,” Gallagher said. “While 
Olympic Trials is the long-
term goal, making this year’s 
World Championship team is 
my main priority, and that is 
what I will be training and 
racing for.”

Continued from page 39 

GALLAGHER

BAT-SPLITTER: Abraham Lincoln slugger Travis 
Buckman would be in the line up of our ideal All-
Brooklyn team. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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TUES. JULY 21st

BROOKLYN –
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Cafe

7717 Third Avenue

WED. JULY 22nd

BROOKLYN –
PARK SLOPE
3 PM & 7 PM

The Montauk Club
25 Eighth Avenue

THUR. JULY 23rd

BROOKLYN –
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Buckley’s

2926 Avenue S

We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, 

and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com


