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BY ERIC FAYNBERG
The Brooklyn Public Library 
is teaming up with a Down-
town arts organization to 
bring a new television and dig-
ital-media production studio to 
the second fl oor of the library’s 
Coney Island branch. 

Offi cials from the library 
and  Bric  joined elected offi -
cials at the Mermaid Avenue 
branch on July 7 for a ribbon-
cutting at the new state-of-the-
art space design to help Co-
ney Islanders learn the fi ner 
points of video production. 

“These are 21st-century 
skills that we need to culti-
vate,” said Council Member 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney Is-
land). “We’re engaging resi-
dents of all ages by providing 
hands-on, real-life learning 
that is fun, marketable, and 
can lead to a career.”

The new studio will of-
fer classes in video editing, 
graphic design, photo editing, 
digital storytelling, and han-
dling a camera. Students can 
take one-off non-certifi cation 
classes, or take several classes, 
get certifi ed, and earn free use 
of equipment and studio time 
at Bric’s Downtown location to 
produce programming for the 
organization’s community ac-
cess television channels.

Dubbed the Brooklyn Free 
Speech TV Studio, the three-
camera facility includes a 
switcher, soundboard, record-
ing equipment, and more. It 
has many of the same capabil-
ities as Bric’s Downtown stu-
dio, but with a compact design 
for easy storage so the library 
space can be used for other 
purposes if necessary. 

A Bric representative said 
that the partnership with the 

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
This principal got all Fs — as 
in fudged, fi xed, and now — 
fi red.

John Dewey High School 
principal Kathleen Elvin will 
lose her job over a report show-
ing that she oversaw a bogus 
program that gave failing stu-
dents a free pass, falsely boost-
ing the Gravesend school’s 
stats.

Elvin —  who took over 
the school in early 2012 with 
a mandate to turn it around  
— implemented fraudulent 
“credit recovery” programs 
designed boost graduation 
rates by giving passing grades 
to failing students, according 
to a 22-page report from the Of-
fi ce of Special Investigations 
released on July 8. The report 
also found fault in Elvin’s ad-
ministration of Regents math-
ematics examinations.

“The results of the inves-
tigation are disturbing and 
show there was a failure to 
follow the DOE’s protocol dur-
ing the 2013–2014 school year,” 
said schools Chancellor Car-
men Farina. 

The report also implicated 
two assistant principals, An-
drew Kenney and Joseph An-
tonucci, both of whom will be 

Report: Dewey 
principal fi xed 

test scores

Continued on page 12Continued on page 12
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Carly Bernstein and Kaitlyn Kelly were all smiles at the Color Run Night at Aviator on July 11. For more, 
see page 18. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Rainbow runners

MAKING UP 
THE GRADE

Lights, 
camera, 
Coney!
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
Feast your eyes on this! 

The annual Feast of San 
Paolino Di Nola and Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel in Wil-
liamsburg is in full swing, 
with parishioners on Sunday 
performing the fi rst of the 
11-day festival’s three iconic 
“lifts” — hoisting a four-ton, 
70-foot tower known as the 
Giglio onto their shoulders 
and holding it up all day.

Thousands of onlook-
ers on July 12 packed the 
corner of Havemeyer and 
N. Eighth streets near the 
Shrine Church of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel to catch a 
glimpse of the 112-man troop 
and the tower, which is made 
of steel, wood, papier-mache, 
and Styrofoam, and honors 
the life and canonization 
of Saint Paulinus — or San 
Paolino to Italians. 

Organizers say they’re 
not worried about keeping 
the sacred spire aloft for the 
rest of the celebration — but 
they’re a little concerned 
about rain.

“It’s been great thus far,” 
said Domenic Varuzza, one 
of eight “lieutenants” who 
are each in charge of a team 
of tower-lifters. “Hopefully 
the weather holds up.”

The festival has been 
a neighborhood tradition 
since 1903. Immigrants from 
the old country brought the 
celebration with them from 
the town of Nola near Na-
ples, Italy, where San Paolino 
served as bishop in the fourth 
century. 

The next big lift was the 
“Night Lift” on the evening 
July 15, which allowed on-
lookers to see the tower in a 
different light — literally, as 
the tower was it lit-up like a 
Christmas tree — and is the 
most popular of all the lifts, 
according to Varuzza.

The feast will end on July 
19 with the “Old-Timers Lift,” 
where former lifters raise 
the tower once again.
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New exhibition discusses sneaker culture 

Heart and sole: The iconic Air 
Jordan I is at the center of sneaker 
culture, says the designer of the 
new “Out of the Box” exhibit at 
the Brooklyn Museum. Ron Wood

Shoe and tell
By Joseph Altobelli

This is a show to sprint to!

Sneaker fans can get their 
kicks at a new Brooklyn Museum 

exhibit devoted to athletic shoes and 
the people who love them. The creative 
force behind “Out of the Box: the Rise 
of Sneaker Culture” said that Brooklyn 
is the perfect spot to launch the traveling 
show. The borough’s reputation, she said, 
matches the urban and masculine nature 
of sneaker culture. 

“It’s infused with a very seductive 
hyper-masculinity,” said Elizabeth 
Semmelhack, the designer of the exhib-
it. “There’s a toughness and authenticity 
that comes out of Brooklyn that just 
speaks to people globally.”

And the poster shoe of the exhibit is 
the Air Jordan I, named after Brooklyn-
born basketball icon Michael Jordan. 
The shoe appears on all of the exhibit’s 

posters and ads.
“Air Jordans are so central to sneak-

er culture, they’re in every city around 
the world, and I think the fact that he’s 
a Brooklyn native is fantastic,” said 
Semmelhack. 

The Brooklyn Museum has explored 
shoe culture before — a 2014 exhibit 
explored the history of high heels — 
and Semmelhack, who is the senior 
curator of the Bata Shoe Museum in 
Toronto, says that covering sneakers is 
a natural next step.

“How could I not do sneakers?” she 
said. “I think that there’s no argument 
that sneakers and sneaker culture has 
been so important to culture for the last 
50 years.”

Visitors will only need a sneak peek 
to discover that the sneaker’s history 
runs all the way back to the 19th cen-
tury. The show has placards overflow-

ing with information to separate shoes 
designed for different sports, including 
basketball, tennis, and track and field, 
and flatscreen TVs show each type of 
shoe in action. 

“There’s a sneaker for everyone in 
here,” Semmelhack said. 

The Brooklyn stop of the tour has one 
unique feature that will not recur at other 
locations: designer sneakers dangling 
from wires above the heads of museum 
visitors. The display is a nod to the urban 
tradition of hanging shoes on a telephone 
line. 

“It’s kind of a fun, quasi-provoca-
tive, design element that we added to 
our presentation here,” said Brooklyn 
Museum curator Lisa Small. “We were 
thinking about ways that sneakers are 
seen in culture today and if you live 
in an urban environment, I’m sure that 
some time or another you have seen 

sneakers hanging over wire.” 
Small wants the exhibit to educate 

people on both sneaker culture and urban 
culture, and to quell any negative conno-
tations associated with the cultures. 

“We have an incredibly diverse audi-
ence here at the Brooklyn museum, so 
we took this popular cultural item of 
fashion, and really investigated it in a 
rich historical way,” said Small. “We’re 
hoping that people come, whether they 
are sneakerheads, or they’re just inter-
ested in design, fashion, or really history 
and culture.” 

“Out of the Box: the Rise of Sneaker 
Culture” at Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkway at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000, www.
brooklynmuseum.org]. On display until 
Oct. 4. Open Wed 11 am–6 pm; Thu, 11 
am–10 pm, Fri–Sun, 11 am–6 pm; Mon, 
Tue, closed. $16 suggested donation.

Thousands turn out as tower, band is hoisted for 112th year
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GROUP EFFORT: (Right) The traditional “Dance of the Giglio” at the popular Williamsburg feast, where more than 
110 able-bodied men lift the tower of St. Paulinas — and a band (top left). (Above) Julie and Valerie Carbone with 
the beloved saint. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

GETTIN’ GIGLIO WITH IT



COURIER LIFE, JULY 17–23, 2015 3  B GM BR

BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
These gamers are now in a 
league of their own.

A new competitive video-
game league gave Brooklyn 
gamers a taste of what it’s like 
to play on the big screen at Re-
gal Sheepshead Bay Stadium 
14 Movie Theater on July 7.

 Super League Gaming  has 
devised a way to rig game 
servers to allow up to 100 gam-
ers in the theater to all play to-
gether on the same local net-
work, with each player using 
a special league laptop to play 
in the fi rst-person, while the 
movie screen offers everyone 
a third-person overview of the 
whole game. 

“The theaters are the fi eld 
for our gaming league,” said 
Brett Morris, the creator 
of the league, which held a 
showcase of the technology at 
the Sheepshead Bay cinema. 
“Much like a volleyball court 
or a basketball court, now 
your court for gaming is the 
theater itself.” 

The plan for Super League 
Gaming is to have a full six-
week season starting on Sept. 
15, according to Morris with 
teams meeting every Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday to 
play — not only against each 
other, but also against teams 
all around the country. And 
Stadium 14 would be Brook-
lyn’s home court, hosting each 
meet up. 

 “This Regal here in par-
ticular has been super great 
in actually wanting to partici-
pate and getting more involved 
in the league,” Morris said. 

Parents and kids alike 
turned out to play the wildly 
popular “Minecraft” — a 
building game that offers a 
creative mode, in which play-
ers can design their own 
worlds, and a competitive sur-
vival mode, not unlike the 
“Hunger Games.” 

“My daughter loves ‘Mine-
craft’ and it’s pretty cool 
that we get to play it on a big 
screen, so she’s excited,” said 
Gary Encarnacion, who was 
spending some quality time 
with his little girl, Sophia. 

Even hardcore gamers 
came out to try and best one 
another. Screams of “Who 
killed me?” and snarky re-
torts of, “It was me!” echoed 

through the darkened theater. 
Competitive gaming has 

become a big business and a 
spectator sport, with some 
gamers making a living from 
prize money won at tourna-
ments organized by  Major 
League Gaming  that fi ll are-
nas and charging players as 
much as $290 to participate.

Super League Gaming is 
much more reasonably priced, 
charging just $20 to play in its 
“Mincraft” games — less than 
Major League Gaming charges 
for a spectator pass. But that’s 
the point, according to Morris.

“There’s no league that ex-
ists for gamers today unless 
you’re a professional at the 
serious level of Major League 
Gaming,” said Morris. “So to 
become the minor league of 
gaming is where we want to 
be.” 

Christopher Bilgore, a regu-
lar “Minecraft” player, said he 

planned on signing up in the 
fall for the full gaming season. 

“It’s cool and it’s exciting. 
I’ve never gotten to do any-
thing like this,” he said. 

But more than just creating 
a fun atmosphere for gamers, 
or a new avenue for parents 
to relate to their kids, Super 
League looks to give gamers a 
sense of camaraderie. 

“Giving the kids and young 
adults a sense of belonging as 
a gamer is the key here,” said 
Morris.

The league currently only 
offers “Minecraft,” but has 
plans to branch into others 
— including “Clash of Clans,” 
“League of Legends,” and 
“Starcraft” — depending on 
fan demand.

Players can sign up for the 
fall season, and vote for the 
next game the league will host, 
at the Super League Gaming 
website  superleague.com .

BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
I scream, you scream, we all 
scream for … boxing? 

Four Brooklyn boxers 
took over Blue Marble Ice 
Cream in Cobble Hill to cel-
ebrate National Creative 
Ice Cream Flavor Day while 
meeting and posing for pic-
tures with fans. 

“My family and I love ice 
cream, so I was glad that I got 
to bring them out as well,” 
said Brownsville boxer 
Danny “The Miracle Man” 
Jacobs. “My fl avor was my 
top choice out of all the cre-
ative fl avors though, so I’m 
very happy,” he said of “The 
Miracle Midnight Cookie 
Man.” 

Blue Marble, which con-
cocted a range of new fl avors 
for the local pugilists, was de-
lighted to host the event. 

“As Brooklyn entrepre-
neurs, we are especially 
proud to take part in honor-
ing these Brooklyn boxers 
who have achieved interna-
tional recognition in their 
fi eld,” said Jennie Dundas, 
co-founder of Blue Marble Ice 
Cream.

Jacobs will be defend-
ing his Middleweight World 
Champion title against Ser-
gio “The Latin Snake” Mora 
at Barclays Center on Aug. 1 
— the same night that Ben-
sonhurst’s Paulie “The Magic 
Man” Malignaggi will make 
his long-awaited return to 
the ring.

Malignaggi was there 
showing off his new fl avor as 

well, “Magic Peanut Butter 
Paulie.” 

“Any ice cream in the sum-
mer time is great ice cream, 
so no complaints there,” said 
Malignaggi. “The ‘Magic 
Peanut Butter Paulie’ was de-
licious.”

Gerritsen Beach native 
Heather “The Heat” Hardy 
and Brownsville’s Travis 
“The Notorious” Peterkin 
also tasted their new fl avors. 

“ ‘Feel The Heat’ was so 
good. They put cinnamon 
in it for me, and I put cinna-
mon on everything, so it was 
great,” said Hardy of her fl a-
vor. 

“ ‘The Notorious Butter-
peterkin’ was defi nitely my 
favorite creative fl avor. It 
tastes great, and because of 
this, I’ll be sparring about 10 
rounds today and doing some 
extra running later tonight,” 
said Peterkin.

All four fi ghters will be 
burning a lot of calories 
on Aug. 1, since they’re all 
slated to fi ght in the Premier 
Boxing Champions card at 
Barclays — which is even 
more special for them since 
all four are locals. 

“Being on this card is a 
huge deal for me, I was born 
and raised in Brooklyn,” 
said Peterkin. “I remember 
before Barclays Center was 
even built. I watched every-
thing go up, and then I actu-
ally worked at Barclays Cen-
ter too, so this will be great 
being part of such a big PBC 
event.” 

Competitive video-game league 
comes to Sheepshead Bay theater

THE GANG’S ALL HERE: Brooklyn boxers Travis Peterkin, Paulie Malig-
naggi, Daniel Jacobs, and Heather Hardy helped create their own ice 
cream fl avors at Blue Marble for National Creative Ice Cream Flavor 
Day on July 1 ahead of their bouts at Barclays Center on Aug. 1.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

GLUED TO THE SCREENS: (Above) Members of Super League Gaming 
gather to play “Minecraft” at the Sheepshead Bay movie theater on in-
dividual laptops. (Below) The big screen provides a third-person view of 
the game. Photos by Joseph Altobelli

Ready player one

Brooklyn’s boxers 
take a licking at 
ice cream event
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG
This was the fun fans were 
looking for.

The Cyclones had no need 
to play any Jedi mind tricks 
to get padawans young and 
old excited about “Star Wars” 
Night at MCU Park on July 11. 

Thousands of Rebel Alli-
ance supporters and Sith sym-
pathizers were on hand for an 
evening full of lightsaber per-
formances, meet-and-greet 
photo opportunities with their 
favorite characters, and chari-
table lightsaber raffl es. Fans 
agreed that the Force was 
strong with the Cyclones. 

“We had a terrifi c time,” 
said Scott Sharinn, who 

brought his son Ashton to the 
game. “The kids were pretend-
ing to be Jedis and playing 
with their lightsabers all day.”

Several groups of amateur 
lightsaber-duel choreogra-
phers, including the Empire 
Saber Guild, came dressed 
as fan favorites — including 
Darth Vader, Luke Skywalker, 
and Princess Leia, as well as 
original creations. Through-
out the game, the saber-weild-
ing swashbucklers performed 
an original tale of Sith Lords 
attempting to conquer the Em-
pire State Building, all in an 
effort to raise money for Saint 
Mary’s Children’s Hospital in 
Queens. One performer said 

she enjoyed the night as much 
as the fans who came to watch.

“Performing in front of that 
many people with so many 
kids excited to see you was in-
credible,” said Michele Mon-
tanez, a Bensonhurst resident 
who performed with the Em-
pire Saber Guild for the fi rst 
time. “There is so much joy on 
their faces because they get to 
see ‘real’ lightsabers.”

Junior Jedis also took 
part in lightsaber lessons 
along the concourse, while 
scruffy-looking nerfherders 
in attendance had the chance 
to get Imperial Stormtroop-
ers to grab their friends and 
put them in a bounty hunter 

cage — also to raise funds for 
the children’s hospital. 

Nearly 100 fans who pur-
chased a special ticket pack-

age even got to sleep over on 
the fi eld after the game, enjoy-
ing clips from the classic fi lm 
played on the big screen.

SITH HAPPENS: (Above) Michele Montanez performed as a Sith Lord at 
MCU Park for “Star Wars” Night. (Center) Sandy and Pee Wee fought a 
lightsaber duel on the fi eld. (Left) Isabella O’Brien duels with a sith. 
 Photos by Steve Schnibbe

Cy-Clone wars at MCU Park

Represent your neighborhood by becoming a Brooklyn Nets Season Ticket 
Holder today. Brooklyn residents who purchase a Neighborhood Ticket Plan 
will receive the following: 

• Special pricing and benefits

• Extended interest-free payment plan 

• Brooklyn Nets t-shirt with each purchase 

• Bring your neighbor to five different games  

 during the 2015-16 season on us*

#bkneighborhood

For more information or to purchase your tickets call 718-NETS-TIX 
or visit brooklynnets.com/neighborhood

*Restrictions apply

SUPPORT YOUR  BROOKLYN NETS

NEIGHBORS

BROOKLYN NETS NEIGHBORHOOD TICKET PLAN

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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GET THE SCOOP
NYCB
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STEP CD

19TH–27TH MONTH 
INTEREST RATE PERIOD

1.50%
INTEREST 
RATE1

SCOOP 3

10TH–18TH MONTH 
INTEREST RATE PERIOD

1.20%
INTEREST 
RATE1

SCOOP 2

1ST–9TH MONTH 
INTEREST RATE PERIOD

0.91%
INTEREST 
RATE1

SCOOP 1

myNYCB.com

NYCB

SCO

SCO

SCOO

• Great rate! Interest rate automatically 
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��4$th and 19th Month Interest 
Rate Periods.

• Flexibility! Option to withdraw all or part 
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1.20%
APY1

27 MONTH
NYCB STEP-UP CD

859 Flatbush Avenue (corner of Martense Street), Brooklyn, NY

347-350-9225

BROOKLYN’S # 1 

ADULT NOVELTY BOUTIQUE

for all your intimate encounter needs.
ncoccocoooococccooooocccococoocccc unte

; Competitive prices
; Shop online wgwonline.com

; Most items received in 
  2 business days
; Ups ground or store pick up

(718) 339-8900
3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, New York 11234

www.marineparkfh.com

 Marine Park
   FUNERAL HOME

Our family 
has been committed 
to serving your family 
at affordable prices 
for four generations. 

At a time 
when experience 
and integrity 
are essential, 
know Marine Park 
Funeral Home 
is here for you.

 Traditional Services
 Graveside Services
 Memorial Services
 Simple Cremations
 Funded & Non-Funded 

   Pre-Arrangements
 In-Home Arrangements
 Cemetery Monuments

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$A
VE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
Save room for Iftar dinner 
mints! 

Brooklyn’s ever-growing 
Muslim community organized 
an Iftar dinner at the Kings 
Bay Y in Sheepshead Bay on 
July 8 to celebrate the break-
ing of the daily fast during the 
month of Ramadan. 

Ramadan is the ninth 
month in the Islamic cal-
endar, and worshipers fast 
until sundown to commem-
orate the first revelation of 

the Quran. Iftar dinners are 
usually done in big groups, 
and organizers said that 
this one was meant for wide 
and ecumenical participa-
tion.

“We like to share our 
dishes with our neighbors and 
our friends, Jewish friends or 
Christian friends,” said Vedat 
Bayrakder. 

Bayrakder worked with 
the Kings Bay Y to set up the 
event for 150 guests. An over-
fl ow of 250 people showed up 

to join in the festivities and 
partake in some traditional 
halal food. 

“Dinner was excellent,” 
Bayrakder said of the feast. 

But the dinner wasn’t just 
for people to worship or grace 
their taste buds with new 
foods; it was about bringing 
people together. 

“We want to show off Islam 
to our neighbors better,” said 
Bayrakder, “To let them know 
about us better and to cele-
brate together.” 

A FEAST FIT FOR A KINGS COUNTY: (Left) The Iftar dinner — which 
concludes fasting during Ramadan — was organized at the Kings Bay Y in 
Sheepshead Bay on July 8 to help bring people of different backgrounds 
together. (Above) Nervin Bekhit struggles to choose from the vast array 
of food.  Photos by Steve Solomonson

Coming together to break fast

A.N.L del Castillo, M.D.
The most experienced Board Certified Pain

Specialist in Brooklyn & Staten Island

718-966-8120
9731  4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

  

FREE CONSULTATION TO THE FIRST 20 PATIENTS WITH THIS AD

Check out our very successful 
treatment instead of surgery

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.

($995 Society’s Service Fee)
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Knapp Street Pizza
RESTAURANT

Super Family 
Package

One Pie, One 2 Liter 
Soda, Mozzarella 

Sticks, Garlic Knots
EXPIRES 8/14/15

$3.00 
Off

Any Dinners
Must present coupon 

when ordering.  
Not to be combined with 

any other offer.
EXPIRES 8/14/15

$3.00 
Off

Any Large Pie
Must present coupon 

when ordering.  
Not to be combined with 

any other offer.
EXPIRES 8/14/15

$1995
+TAX

Single Vision Frame and 
Lens Packages starting at

Bifocal Frame and Lens 
Packages starting at

Progressive No-Line 
Multi-Focal Frame and 

Lens Packages
starting at

$5995

$8995

$10995

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT                 WE NOW ACCEPT UFT

FACTORY EYEGLASS OUTLET

EYE EXAMS & CONTACT LENSES AVAILABLE with our Independent Doctors of Optometry, in store with ✓

  Bensonhurst Corner of West 10th Street    ◆  210 Kings Highway ◆ 718-946-0440
Marine Park Between Ave. P & Quentin Rd. ◆ 3040 Nostrand Ave  ◆ 718-258-0517✓

FOR ADDITIONAL STORES, PRODUCTS, AND PRICES VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.FACTORYEYEGLASS.COM

$10 OFF
ON EVERY $ 50 YOU SPEND

Expires August 28, 2015

All purchases must be made on the same date, for 
the same person, and for the same Rx. Must present 
this coupon at the time of purchase. Total discount is 
calculated by totaling all purchases. Dollar amounts 
will not be rounded. Discount applies to purchases 
before applicable taxes. May not be combined with 
other coupons/promotions, or insurance and third 
party plans. Not valid for previous purchases, eye 
exams and contact lenses. For Rx limitations see 

Optician, or read our brochure. 

Spend $100, get $20 off, Spend $200, get $40 off,
Spend $300, get $60 off, Spend $400, get $80 off.

E N T RY :  c n g J u l y 2

To stay up to date and visit our facebook page Facebook.com/Factory.Eyeglass.page

The only hard choice is how many pairs you’ll want!

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
It was an inside-the-park home fun.

Dozens of aspiring baseball phe-
noms showed up at MCU Park on July 
9 for the fi rst of a series of summer 
youth baseball and softball clinics 
sponsored by ballpark namesake Mu-
nicipal Credit Union. Young ballplay-
ers learned the fi ner points of the game 
from fi ve Cyclone players, as well as 
former New York Mets pitching great 
and Brooklyn native John Franco.

“My lifelong dream of playing pro-
fessional baseball began in Brooklyn, 
and the instruction and encourage-
ment I received from coaches through-
out my career allowed me to live that 
dream,” said Franco, a Mets reliever 
from 1990 to 2004 and spokesperson for 
Municipal Credit Union. 

About 75 kids aged 7–14 stood on 
the same mound and rounded the 
same bases as the Cyclones at the fi rst 
of three baseball-softball clinics this 
summer at MCU Park sponsored by 
the ballpark’s namesake, Municipal 
Credit Union.

The Cyclones players led the young-
sters in a variety of drills designed to 
hone their skills at base running, fi eld-
ing, hitting, and pitching. The instruc-
tion did wonders for one future All-
Star. 

“My favorite part was learning 
what to do from players who actually 
play,” said Eamon Moogan, a 10-year-
old fi rst baseman and pitcher from 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. “They taught us 
how to run bases and how to advance 
if someone made a bad throw.”

Another aspiring Gold Glover was 
eager to put what the professionals 
taught him to good use.

“They showed us how to throw 
a change-up and a curveball,” said 

11-year-old Joseph Bruccoleri of Ma-
rine Park. “Now that I know how to 
do that kind of stuff, I’m going to try 
it out.”

Each participant also got four 
tickets to that night’s Cyclones game 
against the Hudson Valley Renegades. 
Parents were thankful that their chil-
dren were able to take part in the ex-
perience.

“It was awesome,” said mother Lin-
den Holt. “They get to play on a profes-
sional fi eld, hang out with the players, 
and meet John Franco. It was very gen-
erous.”

There will be two more clinics at 
the ballpark this summer.

MCU Youth Clinics at MCU Park 
(1904 Surf Ave. in Coney Island,  brook-
lyncyclones.com/communitymega/
kids/mcu/ .) Aug. 12 and Aug. 24. Pre-
registration is required. Sign up on-
line. 

DIAMOND RUNNER: Joseph Bruccoleri got to run the same basepaths the Cyclones hit.
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

ALWAYS BE CLOSING: Eamon Moogan gets 
his baseball signed by former Mets closer 
John Franco at a baseball clinic at MCU Park.
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Kids come out and 
play with Cyclones
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Pet-lover unchained
A cretin stole dog-owner’s neck-

lace on 85th Street under pretense 
of petting his pooch on July 6. 

The dog owner was walking his 
hound between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues at 11:30 am when the faux 
dog-lover asked to pet the pooch, po-
lice said.

But instead of petting the dog, he 
pushed the owner to the ground and 
yanked a chain off his neck before 
fl eeing, offi cials said.

Pipe gleaner
A scrap-loving scalawag stole a 

water meter and some copper piping 
from a 65th Street home between 
July 5 and 6. 

The thief got into the home 
between 10th and 11th avenues 
through a back door some time be-
tween 6 pm on July 5 and 9 pm the 
next day, police said.

Window pain
A cat burglar struck two homes 

on a dead-end section of 98th Street 
in the last three weeks.

• First, the fi end took an iPad from 
a home between Harbor Court and 
the dead-end while the resident was 
on vacation between June 14 and June 
21. The sneak climbed in through a 
dining room window, police said.

• Weeks later, a wall-scaler took 
$320 from another home on the 
same block sometime between July 
6 and 7. The sneak came in through 
the kitchen window, offi cials said.

Gun it
Two twerps robbed a guy at gun-

point on Ovington Avenue on July 11. 
The pair pulled a pistol on a guy 

just after he parked his car between 
Third and Fourth avenues at 5:30 
pm, took the keys, and fl ed in the 
victim’s 2010 Toyota Camry, police 
said. — Max Jaeger

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Hypocritical oaf 
A violent villain assaulted a 

62-year-old man on 20th Avenue the 
morning of July 12 and then took off 
with his bike.

The victim was near Bay Ridge 
Parkway at 8:05 am when a man 
approached him from behind and 
punched him in the face, knocking 
him to the ground, where he contin-
ued to kick him while he was down. 

The goon told the victim, “Stop 
taking peoples’ bikes,” then pro-
ceeded to take the guy’s bike. The 
battered man lost a tooth and had 
bruises and cuts on his head and 
face, cops say. 

Half-bilked
A troublemaker took the rims 

and tires off one half of a car on 85th 
Street on July 13.

Cops say the car’s owner left it 
parked near 17th Avenue, and when 
he returned around 11 am the rims 
and tires were missing from the 
driver’s side. The looter also dam-
aged the lock on the front door of the 
driver’s side in an attempt to break 
into the car, cops say.

Family values
A family of crooks took a lady’s 

purse while she was shopping at a 
store at Shore Parkway and 24th Av-
enue on July 13.

The victim says she left her bag 
unattended and another customer 
swooped in and stole it away. The 
store’s video surveillance shows 
that a man covered the purse while 
a woman took it and placed it under 

her arm before handing it to a child 
and fl eeing. 

The store identifi ed the crooked 
customers for the cops, but so far no 
arrests have been made.

Conversation stopper 
Some punk stole a woman’s 

phone while she was using it on 
the corner of Bay Parkway and W. 
Eighth Street on July 14.

The victim told cops she was 
talking on her iPhone at 7:15 pm 
when the greedy grabber walked up 
behind her and snatched the phone 
out of her hands. The guy fl ed in a 
red four-door sedan, according to a 
police report.   — Allegra Hobbs

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Microwave melee
Cops cuffed a man who they say 

stole his 77-year-old uncle’s micro-
wave from the victim’s Brightwater 
Court apartment on July 6.

Police reported that the nephew 
followed his uncle up the stairs and 
pushed his way into the victim’s 
apartment near Brighton First Place 
before taking the microwave. The 
nephew slapped his uncle across the 
face and knocked him down when the 
victim tried to stop him, said police.

Craigslist crook
A sneaker transaction agreed to 

through Craigslist went south on 
July 8, when the footwear fraud bran-
dished a gun at his customer on Surf 
Avenue and made off with $250.

The victim told police he agreed 
to meet the huckster near W. 27th 

Street at 10:15 pm. When he dropped 
the $550 he had brought with him to 
buy the trainers, the phony seller 
fl ashed a silver fi rearm.

The crook grabbed some of the 
cash and ran away, according to po-
lice. The victim recovered $300 of 
his money.

Dating site rape
Police apprehended a man who 

they said raped a woman on Surf 
Avenue on July 8 after meeting her 
four days prior on a dating website.

The victim told police that she 
and the man were asleep near Still-
well Avenue at 1 pm when the man 
forced himself on her. 

She awoke during the rape but 
did not say anything to the man, she 
told police. According to authori-
ties, the victim had met the man on 
the website Badoo. She told police 
that they had been drinking vodka 
and other alcoholic beverages prior 
to the incident.

Cash and grab
A fi endish female grabbed a 

78-year-old woman’s $300 during a 
Brighton Beach Avenue cash with-
drawal on July 7.

Offi cials said that the victim was 
taking the money out of the auto-
mated teller machine near Coney 
Island Avenue at 7:35 pm when the 
unknown perpetrator pushed the 
victim out of the way and yelled, 
“that’s my money!”

Sun roof swindler
A scoundrel robbed a man at gun-

point on W. 24th Street through the 
sun roof of the victim’s car on July 12.

The victim reported that he was 
sitting in his car near the Board-
walk at 7 am when a man leaned 
over the open sun roof and asked for 
a lighter. The victim did not give the 
man a lighter, police said. 

The malefactor then returned 
with a pink revolver and said, “give 
me the wallet or I’ll shoot you,” at 
which point the victim handed over 
his wallet and a necklace, according 
to police. Cops said the robber fl ed 
through the nearby Bernard Haber 
houses. — Eric Faynberg

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates
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Group Health Incorporated (GHI), HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP), HIP Insurance Company of New York and EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC are 
EmblemHealth companies. EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC provides administrative services to the EmblemHealth companies. Neighborhood Care is a 
division of EmblemHealth. ©EmblemHealth Inc. 2015, All Rights Reserved. 

SUMMER IS ALL ABOUT UNWINDING, SPENDING TIME OUTDOORS AND 

ENJOYING ALL THE FUN WAYS TO LIVE HEALTHIER IN NEW YORK CITY.

At EmblemHealth, we’re excited to offer you another season packed with health 
and wellness, right here in the neighborhood. Come join us for:

• Farmers markets – Find fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables

• Cooking demo’s – Learn how to make healthier meals for you & your family

• Fitness classes – Get fit, stay active, have fun — all for FREE!

With plenty of family-friendly resources and activities, we can help you take  
small steps to a healthier lifestyle during the summer months, and beyond.

Download our FREE app and take us  
with you wherever you go!

PUT HEALTHIER LIVING ON  
YOUR SUMMER CALENDAR

Visit smallsteps.emblemhealth.com for a full calendar of FREE events  

and learn more about how we can help protect you and your family.
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG
A man raped an 82-year-old Brigh-
ton Beach woman in her home in the 
early hours of July 13, and police are 
asking for the public’s help in fi nding 
the culprit.

The suspect entered the victim’s 
apartment at 1:40 am while she was 
sweeping the street, police said, hid in 
her bedroom, and then assaulted her 
there when she returned. 

He demanded money from the vic-
tim while holding her at knifepoint, 
but the victim said she did not have 
any money to give him, according to 
a police report. 

The suspect stayed inside the 
apartment until 4 am, when he alleg-
edly raped the victim, offi cials said, 
then he fl ed the location after steal-
ing an umbrella and a bag containing 
clothing. 

The victim was taken to Kings 
County Hospital.

Police have identifi ed the man they 
believe responsible and released a 
photograph they say is of the 18-year-
old suspect.

Anyone with information regard-
ing the incident is asked to call Crime 

Stoppers at (800) 577–8477. The public 
can also submit tips by logging onto 
the Crime Stoppers website at  www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com  or by texting 
tips to 274637 (CRIMES) then entering 
TIP577.

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
A Brooklyn resident was arrested at 
James Madison High School on July 
8 for allegedly trying to bring drugs 
into the  troubled Sheepshead Bay 
school .

The 24-year-old suspect entered 
the front door of the school and 
passed his bag through a scanner at 
approximately 5 pm, police said. 

The scanner showed a gun, which 
prompted the school safety offi cers 
to go through his bag. 

The gun turned out to be fake 
— an Ekol Voltran blank-fi ring pis-
tol — which is not illegal to own or 
carry. But they also discovered two 
bags of marijuana. The safety of-
fi cers alerted police, who arrested 
the man at 7:05 pm for unlawful pos-
session of marijuana, as well as two 
outstanding warrants.

The Department of Education said 
that he was neither a student nor an 
employee, but did not comment on 
what the man was doing trying to en-
ter the school at that hour.

FAKE GUN FOLLY: Sarkis Avoyants, 24, is ar-
rested at James Madison High School on July 8 
for trying to bring drugs and a fake gun into the 
school, cops said. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Gun scare at Madison

Elderly woman raped in home

SPECIAL LOW RATE!
R A T E S  A S  L O W  A S

%5.95 APR*

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org

Use promo code: BKC
 

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher 

based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll 

deduction as method of repayment. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will 

increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment 

through payroll deduction or direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 

monthly payments of $19.31 on each $1,000 borrowed at 5.95% APR. Rates 

and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. 

Membership is required.

To meet your important or  
unexpected needs:

Bill consolidation or family expenses

New appliances, furniture or household goods

Tuition or other education expenses

MCU  
Personal Loans –   
a simple solution.

SUSPECT: Police are searching for this 
18-year-old man who they believe raped an 
82-year-old woman in her Brighton Beach 
home on July 13. NYPD

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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disciplined for their role. Kenney took 
part in programming the courses for 
the programs, while Antonucci told a 
teacher to “grade based purely on at-
tendance,” according to the report.

Credit recovery programs are in-
tensive classes that allow students to 
make up credits for classes they have 
failed.

The investigation, which concerned 
only the 2013–14 school year, began af-
ter complaints that students who en-
rolled in two of Dewey’s credit pro-
grams — called PM School and Project 
Graduation — were receiving credit 
for passing while not receiving any in-
struction.

Classes offered through the pro-
grams were labeled as “interdisciplin-
ary courses,” which according to the 
High School Academic Policy Refer-
ence Guide combine “learning stan-
dards from two different content areas 
in a single course.” But the programs 
in question covered “far more than 
two content areas … making appropri-
ate academic instruction possible,” ac-
cording to the report.

“Ms. Elvin was unable to articu-
late in any detail the manner in which 
students received targeted, intensive 
instruction,” the report said. “Ms. El-
vin failed to supervise Mr. Kenney and 
the teachers at her school by allowing 
the courses to be programmed in a 
way that instruction could not be pro-
vided.”

The Department of Education will 

hold a training program this sum-
mer for all superintendents and prin-
cipals to ensure that credit recovery 
programs are handled properly in the 
future.

“Ensuring every New York City 
student is meeting the high-quality 
standards necessary to graduate is an 
imperative,” said Farina, “and we are 
retraining principals across the city to 
ensure these standards are upheld.”

The report also notes that students 
taking the June 2014 Integrated Alge-
bra Regents exam were forced to share 
calculators due to an unexplained 
shortage. Schools are required to pro-
vide graphing calculators to students 
for the exam. Investigators found El-
vin responsible for failing to ensure 
that the exam was “administered in 
accordance with New York State Edu-
cation Department rules and regula-
tions.”

Elvin could not be reached for com-
ment.

The Department of Education said 
that complaints of a similar nature re-
garding the 2014–15 school year should 
be reported to the Offi ce of Special In-
vestigations, but  the Daily News re-
ported that staffers said the schemes 
continued throughout the most recent 
school year, as well . 

Connie Hamilton, currently the 
principal of Kingsborough Early Col-
lege School, will be the new principal 
at Dewey. She is evaluating the tran-
scripts of this year’s recent gradu-
ates who were enrolled in the suspect 
credit recovery courses, and plans to 
have them attend summer programs if 
necessary.

Continued from cover

DEWEY

library was a pairing 
based on free speech. 

“Libraries are places 
where people have free 
access to information, 
and that is kind of what 
we do,” said Anthony 
Riddle, Bric’s director of 
community media. “We 
provide people with free 
access to the equipment 
and we train them.”

Riddle said that Bric 
has been looking to 
spread across Brook-
lyn, and the Coney Is-
land branch of the 
library made sense be-
cause its second fl oor 
included a stage that was not seeing 
much use.

Library offi cials said the partner-
ship was a great way to showcase the 
Coney Island branch — which was ren-
ovated in 2013 after suffering damage 
in superstorm Sandy — as well as the 
life experiences of those who use it.

“With the opening of Bric’s new 
television studio, Coney Island Li-
brary patrons will have the opportu-
nity to produce works of art and doc-
ument the life of their neighborhood,” 

said Brooklyn Public Library presi-
dent Linda Johnson. 

Many of the classes offered by Bric 
are free, but Riddle said that the or-
ganization is pretty fl exible about its 
paid courses and makes exceptions for 
interested students with fi nancial dif-
fi culties.

Bric’s Brooklyn Free Speech TV 
Studio at Brooklyn Public Library, Co-
ney Island Branch [901 Mermaid Ave. 
at Stillwell Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 265–3220,  bricartsmedia.org ].

Continued from cover

TV STUDIO

SMALL SCREEN SAVANT: Angela Zonunpari of Bric instructs 
students in a variety of editing and producing classes at the 
new studio inside the Coney Island Library. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

 Lutheran
A New Level of Care for  
Brooklyn’s Children:

Lutheran Now  
Welcomes
NYU Langone  
Medical Center  
Pediatric Specialists.

Lutheran now offers:

• Cardiology
• Endocrinology
• Gastroenterology

• Nephrology
• Pulmonology
• Rehabilitation Medicine

www.LutheranHealthCare.org     
To find a physician call 718-630-RxRx (7979)

Marine Park
Soccer

Fall 2015 Co-ed 
Ages 4-18

Registration:
AYSO266.org

Fees
July $115 / Aug. $140

Includes jersey, short, socks, trophy, yearbook, 
insurance, 10 weeks of soccer and great memories. 

Season starts Sept 12!!! Registration ends Aug 15.
Must be 4 years old by August 3
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10% DISCOUNT
Not to be combined 

with other coupons

MILK GALLON    . 
$2.75

tel 718-265-4646 | fax 718-265-1406 | 1853 Cropsey Avenue (Between Bay 20-19th Avenue)

FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY 
FREE BLOOD PRESSURE MACHINE
FREE BILL PAYMENT FOR CUSTOMERS

Money Orders
Money Gram

ATM machine ONLY FOR 99¢
Copy ONLY 5¢ EACH

WE SPEAK 
RUSSIAN, ROMANIAN, ENGLISH, URDU, PUNJABI

Russian/Italian/American grocery

Monday–Friday

9:30am–7:30pm

Saturday

10am–3pm

REGAL
REMEDIES
PHARMACY

PHARMACY 
OPEN 6 DAYS

$2 OFF
any purchase of 

$10 and more

SUPER COUPON
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People want to eat lighter and 
healthier, so serve something dif-
ferent at your next party: dump-
lings.  

Don’t worry, you don’t have 
to cook them. Kathy’s Dumplings 
in Bay Ridge will do it for you, 
creating this fun finger food in a 
rainbow of colors — orange, pur-
ple, and green — all made from 
natural ingredients, says Nick 
Weng, the restaurant’s chef and 
co-owner.

The dumplings get their vi-
brant hues from fresh vegetable 
juice that Weng combines with 
flour to make wonton wrappers. 
He creates green dumplings by 
adding spinach juice to the mix. 
He makes purple with violet cab-
bage juice, and uses carrot juice 
to produce orange.  It’s all beauti-
fully appealing, and good for you, 
too, a tasty way to energize your-
self with powerful nutrients that 
come from these veggies.  In fact, 
Weng, who was born in China, 
says cabbage juice has been con-
sumed by Chinese people to re-
store health for years, getting 
them back on their feet again 
when they find themselves a bit 
under the weather. 

When your guests bite into 
these tasty dumplings, they’ll 
find all natural ingredients — fill-
ings like shrimp, zucchini, pork, 
peppers, and carrots.  

“A lot of restaurants pre-make 
their food, but not us,” says Weng. 
“Everything is fresh.”

Weng and his partner, Kathy 
Ren — for whom the restaurant 
is named — are committed to pro-
viding Brooklynites with qual-
ity food that’s all made by hand. 
These unique dumplings, and 
other intriguing small plates 
that are offered on the menu, are 
culled from the traditional fare 
of Northern China, where Ren 
worked in the restaurant busi-
ness for 25 years.  

They’ll create other party bites 
for your big bash, too, whether it 
be an exotic luffa — a Chinese silk 
squash and shrimp dumpling — or 
perhaps some pork buns, all made 

of handmade dough, and rolled so 
that there’s a piece of meat in ev-
ery bite. Weng says they welcome 
the opportunity to work with cus-
tomers to plan a party with selec-
tions that can be original as they 
wish, or as simple as plain white 
dumplings and chicken or beef on 
a stick. Some of their refreshing 
salads, such as the violet cabbage 
with pears, make wonderful addi-
tions, no matter what is served.  

But don’t wait for a special 
occasion. Come in and taste the 
variety of items at Kathy’s any 
day. While the dumplings may 
get top billing, there’s a lot more 

on the menu, like beef that’s stir-
fried with cumin and served on 
steamed buns. Try a reasonably 
priced combination plate like the 
vegetable scallion pancake wrap, 
cucumber salad, and bean curd 
soup. Weekly specials include 
summer rolls with white meat 
chicken, vegetables, and mint. 

What’s fun, too, is experienc-
ing the flavored cold teas, served 
with thick straws so you can suck 
up the tapioca and pieces of jelly 
at the bottom of the cup. Kathy’s 
is so generous with the jelly, it’s 
like drinking dessert, the white, 
blue, yellow, red rounds and rect-

angles, taking up nearly a third of 
the glass. Flavors include peach, 
passion fruit, honey, and straw-
berry. Milk drinks are served the 
same way. For those looking to 
keep it simple, there’s soda and 
bottled water, too.  

The restaurant seats about 20 
people, and offers takeout to Bay 
Ridge and Dyker Heights. 

Kathy’s Dumplings [7924 Third 
Ave. between 79th and 80th streets 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 833–7000, www.
kathysdumplings.com]. Open Mon-
days through Thursdays, 10:30 
am–9:30 pm; Fridays and Satur-
days, 10:30 am–10 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Treat guests to delicious and healthy catering from Kathy’s Dumplings

BUSINESS BROOKLYN STYLE – ADVERTISEMENT

The Law of the Land...more or less
The Pointing Finger

by Dr. Stephen Finger

It’s no secret that the U.S. Constitution 
has been subject to much (mis?)
interpretation over the years. Maybe it’s 
too long, too complicated, not complicated 
enough, who knows? If I were rewriting 
it, I’d try,

United States Constitution 
We the people.                                                         

The end. 
***

“What?! What is that supposed to be?”
“It’s the constitution. Why, you don’t 

like it? Did you read the whole thing?”
“But, but, but...there’s nothing there. 

Everything’s missing.”
“Well, it’s a little short but easy to 

read.”     
“But, it doesn’t say anything, doesn’t 

answer any questions.”
“Give me a question that my constitution 

won’t answer for you.”
“Ok. What if two gay people want to 

get married. Can they?”
“You sure you read the whole thing? 

Look, right after the ‘e’ in ‘we’, you 
see where it says that the constitution 
guarantees the right to marriage? And if 
the constitution guarantees the right to 
marriage, gay people also have the right 
to marry. Simple.”

“Wait a minute! I don’t see any of that 
stuff in there. Where are you reading?”

“Hmm, do you see the stuff about the 

right to privacy, the right to an abortion, 
the right to make everyone buy health 
insurance or pay a penalty?”

“No, I don’t see any of that stuff.”
“Just as I suspected. You’re an 

originalist.”
“Doc, no! Am I going to die?”
“An ‘originalist’ is someone who reads 

the constitution and interprets it the way 
it was written. They are often referred to 
as The Sensible Ones. Others claim that 
the constitution is a ‘living document’ 
and has to be interpreted differently, no 
matter what   it says or how clearly it’s 
written,  because it was written for ‘a 
different time.’ They are often referred to 
as New York Times Editorial Writers.”   

“But that’s crazy! Something can mean 
one thing today and something completely 
different tomorrow. Depends on who’s on 
the Court. What a way to run a country.”

“So, who’s perfect?”
“And if The Constitution is a ‘living 

document’ and can mean different things 
on different days, then what about the 
Penal Code, the Commercial Code, 
the...”

“Sh-h-h, don’t give them any ideas.”

Dr. Finger practices medicine 
(Otolaryngology) in Brooklyn, NY. 
(718) 692-1515. drstevefinger@
aol.com  -  Visit our blog at: www.
ThePointingFinger.Blogspot.com 
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
He is seeking greener pastures.

A Park Slope farmer who has long 
furnished Brooklyn with grass-fed 
beef is now looking to supply the bor-
ough with grass.

The former head-honcho of high-
end Slope meat market Fleisher’s is 
now in the medicinal weed business, 
and recently signed a lease on a build-
ing in Greenwood Heights, where he 
hopes to open one of the city’s fi rst pot 
dispensaries next year. 

“I live in Brooklyn, and I felt as 
though it would be a good place for our 
headquarters,” said Mark Justh, who 
is the chief executive offi cer of prospec-
tive pot-slinger Mindful Medical New 
York, and still raises all the pigs and 
some of the cows for Fleisher’s stores 
on his farm near Syracuse upstate. 

Mindful Medical, which runs dis-
pensaries in Colorado, is one of 43 of 
companies vying for one the state’s 
fi rst fi ve licenses to grow and distrib-
ute medical marijuana in New York. If 
it scores one of the coveted pot permits, 
the company plans to open a pharmacy 
and headquarters at 800 Third Ave., 
between 27th and 28th street, near In-
dustry City. 

Justh, a former banker who has 
been farming livestock since 2008 
and was the chief executive offi cer of 
Fleisher’s until earlier this year, said 
he joined the company this spring af-
ter it approached him about growing 
prescription dope on his property. He 
said blazing a trail in New York’s bud-
ding medical Mary Jane industry ap-
pealed to him as both a farmer and an 
entrepreneur. 

“I’ve always been interested in new 
applications for agriculture,” said 
Justh. “I found it intellectually inter-
esting, and there is also a massive un-
met need in the state.”

Justh, who splits his time between 
his home in Park Slope and his farm, 
said he is already speaking with lo-
cal offi cials to make sure his prospec-
tive organic pharmacy will not harsh 
Greenwood Heights’ mellow.

“Let’s be very clear that Brooklyn 
is my home,” said Justh. “It’s super im-

portant to me that this go well.”
The quiet nabe is unlikely to be 

overrun with reefer madness. New 
York’s new medical marijuana laws — 
considered some of the strictest in the 
country — will only allow distributors 
to dole out cannabis extracts, such as 
oils and capsules, rather than smoke-
able buds or edibles like hash brown-
ies. Card-carrying medical marijuana 
patients will be the only people allowed 
to step foot in the facilities, and those 
prescriptions are hard to come by — 
they’re only available to folks with 
serious conditions including cancer, 
Parkinson’s, and multiple sclerosis.

Justh’s outfi t is not the only com-
pany hoping to open a pot dispensary 
in Brooklyn. In June, Long Island’s 
Palliatech, which slings medical weed 
in Washington,  inked a lease in sec-
ond-fl oor unit on Fulton Mall Down-
town .

Albany is expected to name the fi ve 
permit recipients later this month. 
Each company will be allowed to open 
four dispensaries around the state, 
and can begin operating in January 
next year. 

Slope rancher wants to open pot 
dispensary in Greenwood Heights

BRINGING HOME THE BACON: Mark Justh, 
the former head of Fleisher’s Pasture-Raised 
Meats, is hoping to head up a new medical 
marijuana company in Brooklyn. Fleisher’s
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FROM BATS TO BLUNTS: Mindful Medical New York, a medical marijuana company vying for 
a state license, has leased this building in Greenwood Heights as a possible location for a 
Brooklyn medical weed pharmacy. Photo by Steve Schnibbe
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
It was a free show with no strings at-
tached — except the ones on-stage.

Bushwick youngsters and their 
parents enjoyed a gratis puppetry 
performance of “Tales of Brier Rab-
bit” at Maria Hernandez Park on 
July 7 and attendees said it was a 
good time for young and old.

“It was cool,” said Jocelyn Mar-
quis, who was there with her son 
John. “It was a really nice produc-
tion.” 

Around 50 people showed up to see 
the park-events organization the City 
Parks Foundation’s traveling mario-
nette theater PuppetMobile perform 
a modern spin on the old folktale 
about a trickster bunny and his ad-
ventures.  

The peripatetic puppetry troupe 
fi rst performed the show in Sunset 
Park back in April, and City Parks 
says it was so successful that it de-
cided to continue the production all 
summer long as part of its broader 
Summer Stage Kids festival, which 

brings live music, dance, and theater 
shows to parks across the city.

“ ‘Tales of Brier Rabbit,’ has been 
a tremendous hit with our audiences 
across the city,” said Monique Mar-
tin, programming director at the 
City Parks Foundation. “So we are 
thrilled to present it as part of our 
festival this summer.” 

The group will perform the show 
many more times at parks around 
Brooklyn through September. 

“Tales of Brier Rabbit” at Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Park (Du-
mont and Blake avenues in East New 
York), July 28 at 10:30 am; Under-
wood Park (Lafayette and Washing-
ton avenues in Fort Greene), Aug. 4 
at 10:30 am; Taaffe Playground (Park 
Avenue at Taaffee Place in Bedford-
Stuyvesant), Aug. 11 at 10:30 am; Kai-
ser Park (Neptune Avenue at Bayview 
Avenue in Coney Island) Aug. 25 at 
1:30 pm; and Wyckoff Museum (Clar-
endon Road at E. 59th Street in East 
Flatbush), Sept. 26 at 2 pm. All shows 
free.

Kids enjoy puppet show in the park

STRINGS ON ME: Kids were treated to PuppetMobile’s newest production, “Tales of Brier 
Rabbit,” based of off old folk tales.  Photo by Jason Speakman

New York dolls

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838  Fax: 718-646-4659

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.
That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG
The sky was black over Floyd 
Bennett Field the night of 
June 11, but it looked like a box 
of crayons had spilled on the 
ground.

That’s because Avia-
tor Sports and Events Cen-
ter played host to Color Run 
Night, an evening version 
of the 5K running and body 
painting extravaganza. The 
event was a big hit with at-
tendees.

“It was so much fun,” said 
Mary Haley, who participated 
with a group of friends. “It was 

really well put together and 
organized.”

Face-painted exercise en-
thusiasts run the 5,000-meter 
course while getting pelted 
with packets of colored pow-
der by Color Run staff at regu-
lar intervals. 

Some participants choose 
to walk the course, but they 
will get a rainbow paint job 
also — more so, really, because 
they make easy targets. 

The running gives way to 
dancing upon completion of 
the course, as the mass of rain-
bow warriors gather by a stage 

and get down to tunes spun by 
a disc jockey. You don’t have 
to be a passionate jogger to 
participate, but Haley said 
the event has the potential to 
make runners out of people.

“I think that if people who 
didn’t like running did it, 
they would start,” Haley said. 
“You’re getting out and doing 
something active. When you 
see the color station ahead, 
you want to get there, and it 
motivates you to run faster.”

Haley only had one com-
plaint about the event.

“I want more colors!”

COLOR THE NIGHT: (Left) The fi rst wave of runners takes off, clean and 
pristine, at the start of the Color Run Night held at Aviator on July 11. 
(Center) Afterward the colorized carousers congregate by the stage at 
the afterparty. (Above) Martha Bennett and Mary Haley were very ex-
cited for the Color Run. Photos by Steve Solomonson

These colors do run

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY
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300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201
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Planned Service Changes

(
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36 St and Stillwell Av

Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

Travel Alternatives:
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D ( )

Stay Informed
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
Safety fi rst! 

CenterLight Healthcare teamed 
up with the Department of Transpor-
tation to give a safety seminar at the 
company’s Brownsville treatment cen-
ter on July 9. 

“At CenterLight Health System, 
our mission is to provide the highest 
quality of care to our members,” said 
Jackie Kennedy-Saddler, vice presi-
dent of government and community re-
lations. “To us this also means being a 
good neighbor and giving back to the 
communities we serve.” 

CenterLight invited Det. Felicia 
Richards from the NYPD’s Housing 
Bureau, and Department of Trans-
portation safety educator Eric Miu to 
teach local seniors about Mayor De-
Blasio’s Vision Zero project and how 
to be on the lookout for early signs of 
Alzheimer’s — which can lead to dan-
gerous situtations on the streets if un-
detected.  

“Maintaining strong local ties sup-
ports our mission, benefi ts our pa-
tients and communities, and enriches 
us as an organization,” said Kennedy-
Saddler. 

BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
Fore!

Local kids got a taste of what the 
golfi ng world has to offer at Marine 
Park Golf Course on July 9 thanks to 
free lessons offered by the City Parks 
Foundation. 

A diverse crowd of potential putters 
turned out for the event, according to 
one of the instructors.

“It’s the perfect snapshot of what 
New York City is,” said golf instructor 
Tiffany Nelson. “Boys and girls of all 
ages, religions, races, and languages 
— it is New York in a nutshell.” 

Nelson teaches lessons on golf ba-
sics on Tuesday and Thursday morn-
ings at the public course to kids aged 
6 through 17. After a month worth of 
lessons, the tiny golfers get to play real 
games against one another. 

The City Parks Foundation offers 
similar programs like this in parks all 
across the city to enrich the commu-
nity. The course itself hopes that kids 
will be able to convince their parents 
to pick up the club as well. 

“Most parents become interested if 
their kids are,” Nelson said. “It can be 
a family outing.” 

But for Nelson, this isn’t work to 
her at all, because she enjoys herself 
way too much. 

“I love, love, love what I do,” she 
said. “Showing people this sport that 
they never even thought of.” 

Free lessons at Marine Park Golf Course

DAY ON THE GREEN: Jacqueline Cox is 
thrilled to be taking golf lessons at Marine 
Park Golf Course.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Kids with clubs

Safety seminar for 
seniors by CenterLight
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To the editor,
After all the fuss over the Con-

federate fl ag, justifi ably so, I was ap-
palled to see a plane fl ying over Man-
hattan Beach on Saturday pulling a 
banner with a swastika reading: Pro 
Swastika.com. 

This painful symbol to so many 
people should never be allowed to 
be displayed. Shame on the airplane 
owner who was willing to do so!

Andrew Feinstein

Sheepshead Bay

Darn Iran
To the editor,

Seems as though we all have deja 
vu all over again. Secretary of State 
John Kerry is shaking hands with 
a despicable dictatorship that has 
shown the world it can’t be trusted, 
in a case of “peace in our times” now 
that Iran has promised to limit nu-
clear arms construction.

I can hear the belly laughs from 
under the dunes as secret labs are, 
and will continue to do so, churn out 
bomb-grade nuclear materials. The 
Obama administration has turned 
a blind eye to Iran-based atrocities 
and will lift sanctions that will bol-
ster Iran’s economy, thus allowing a 
much faster, and undercover, atomic 
bomb development.

Shades of Neville Chamberlain, 
as he was photographed holding up 
his worthless document between 
England and the Nazis in the 1930s. 
We now, 80 years later, have been 
bamboozled once again!

Robert W. Lobenstein

Marine Park

Sounding off
To the editor,

How interesting when the Repub-
licans deny global warming and cli-
mate change then slam the pope for 
tackling an issue that will affect us 
and others, worldwide. 

I challenge these deniers to take a 
good look at the severe weather pat-
terns that have affected various parts 
of the country and tell me we don’t 
have a problem. I guess their con-
cerns about gun violence that have 
taken the lives of children, adults, 
and too many others to mention seem 
to go on deaf ears. I wonder how they 
would feel if their family member 

was lost due to gun violence.
Once again I’m amazed that the 

Supreme Court got something right 
for a change. The 6–3 vote for Obam-
aCare scored a needed victory for 
the president. The big surprise came 
when the court voted 5–4 in favor of 
gay marriage across the country.

I wish the other bad decisions the 
Supreme Court made could be re-
versed as being bad policy for the vot-
ers and the country.  Jerry Sattler

Brighton Beach 

‘Infected illegals’
To the editor,

Please, please make the pub-
lic aware that illegal aliens are not 
health-checked, and may be, are all 
too often, are carrying TB, hepatitis, 
leprosy, Chagas Disease, etc., across 
the border. If an infected illegal is on 
a bus and coughs, those around him 
may get the germs. 

Legal immigrants are health-
checked, but illegal immigrants are 
not health-checked. They often work 
in restaurants, putting diners at 
risk. Please make the public aware of 
this super-important fact. Illegal im-
migration must be stopped.

Name withheld upon request 

Martial schools
To the editor,

I was about to come up for tenure 
when Hugh Carey defeated Malcolm 
Wilson to become governor of New 
York in 1974. 

The United Federation of Teach-
ers wholeheartedly supported Carey. 
No sooner was he governor than ten-
ure was changed to fi ve years, and 
therefore myself and others had to 
wait two additional years to achieve 
this job protection. 

At the time the union urged mem-
bership to donate to vote for the Com-
mittee on Public Education to get the 
tenure back to three years.

Gov. Cuomo is falling into the 
same trap as Gov. Carey did. It 
doesn’t matter how many years of 
teaching is required as long as the 
system allows us to work under the 
same abysmal conditions. City class-
rooms have the largest classroom 
registers and consequently disrup-
tive children in them. No matter 
what is tried nothing will work until 
we attempt to resolve the problems of 
class size and children who refuse to 
behave themselves in school. It is ri-
diculous that people who never spent 
one day in the classroom as a teacher 
attempt to make rules that classroom 
teachers have to work under.

When it comes to class sizes, the 

union pointed out years ago that it 
had established an expedited griev-
ance procedure in dealing with 
large classrooms. What expedited 
procedure? I’ve been retired now 
for nearly 14 years and the problem 
persists. Similarly the problem of 
disruptive children is ignored be-
cause no one wants to touch the is-
sue. It is much easier to blame the 
teacher for the behavior of children 
who either will not or are unable to 
control themselves in classrooms. 
The 600-schools for problem children 
were done away with years ago, and 
now the mayor and chancellor are 
talking about eliminating suspen-
sions for the unruly. The mayor and 
other critics of teachers desperately 
need to get back into a classroom and 
see what goes on during the course 
of a day.

Stop with the liberal nonsense of 
total child, alternate assessments, 
and other jokes, and institute mili-
tary discipline in those schools re-
quiring it. Any teacher cannot teach 
without discipline — Schools Chan-
cellor Carmen Farina knows that.
 Ed Greenspan

 Sheepshead Bay

Developer’s ‘sin’
To the editor,

It’s a sin how developers are ruin-
ing once-close-knit residential com-
munities with fancy-schmancy high-
rises that belong in resort towns.

The plan to replace the defunct 
St. Patrick’s Convent on the corner 
of Fourth Avenue and 95th Street in 
Bay Ridge with a fl ashy, seven-story 
building reeks of profi t over common 
sense (“Strained glass: Opinions 
mixed over glassy condo replacing 
convent,” online July 14). 

This proposed condo sounds like 
a real con job, as only wealthy types 
will be able to afford one. We already 
have too many glitzy towers laying 
vacant across Brooklyn because no-
body can afford to buy them. They 
are a goldmine for squatters and 
druggies, who are cropping up again 
as the city goes to hell in a handbas-
ket, courtesy of a liberal mayor. Good 
luck evicting them, too! G. Smith

Bay Ridge

Bad economics
To the editor,

Is there real reason to celebrate 
the 22nd anniversary of the New 
York City Economic Development 
Corporation? New York City pros-
pered and successfully grew prior 
to creation of this group and it’s 
predecessor, the N.Y.C. Public De-

velopment Corporation which was 
created in 1966. In 1991 the N.Y.C. 
Public Development Corpora-
tion (P.D.C.) was merged with the 
N.Y.C. Financial Services Corpora-
tion (F.S.C.) to form the N.Y.C. Eco-
nomic Development Corporation. In 
many instances projects supported 
by these government corporations 
have been heavily subsidized by 
taxpayers, commonly known as cor-
porate welfare. Between direct gov-
ernment funding, low-interest and 
below-market-rate loans, and long-
term tax exemptions, the bill to tax-
payers in the end is greater than the 
so-called public benefi ts. 

There is also a relationship be-
tween pay-for-play campaign contri-
butions from developers to elected 
offi cials looking for favorable legis-
lation, private-property condemna-
tion under eminent domain, build-
ing permits, public infrastructure 
improvements, along with direct and 
hidden subsidies. In some cases city 
and state development corporations 
actually compete against each other 
attempting to outbid each other in 
offering potential investors the best 
deal. This translates to the highest 
subsidies at taxpayers’ expense.

Don’t forget the confl ict of inter-
est for senior staff from municipal 
regulatory and permitting agen-
cies. Too many leave in the twilight 
of any mayoral administration to 
become employees or consultants to 
the same developers they previously 
oversaw. 

Take Seth Pinsky, former execu-
tive director of the N.Y.C.E.D.C. who 
went on to become executive vice 
president of the RXR Realty. Some 
developers try to purchase the sup-
port of local community groups by 
making so-called voluntary dona-
tions. They also make promises for 
capital improvements, which after 
the major project is completed don’t 
always appear. Other commitments 
for creation of permanent new jobs 
and tax revenues frequently do not 
meet expectations. If these projects 
are worthwhile, why can’t major de-
velopers use their own funds or ob-
tain loans from banks, like medium 
and small businesses?

Real business people who believe 
in capitalism build their companies 
on their own. How sad that some don’t 
want to do it the old fashioned way by 
sweat and hard work. They are look-
ing for shortcuts in the form of huge 
subsidies at taxpayers expense and 
favors from elected offi cials.

 Larry Penner

Great Neck, N.Y.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number so we can con fi rm 
you sent the letter. We reserve the 
right to edit all correspondence, which 
becomes the property of Courier Life 
Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Shame on swastika-mongers for fl ying over beach
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Eat your fruits and veg-
etables.

Thanks to Three Guys 
From Brooklyn, you can eat 
quality produce at an afford-
able price.

The fruit and vegetable em-
porium in Bay Ridge, started 
by hard-working Brooklynite 
Stanley Zimmerman in 1975, 
has done its part to keep resi-
dents healthy for more than 35 
years. That’s staying power.

While so many other fruit 
stands have gone the way of 
white disco suits, Three Guys 
From Brooklyn has kept its 
eye on satisfying a consumer 
need — consistently provid-
ing fresh, delicious fruits and 
vegetables to its customers, 
all at affordable prices.

This goal was accom-
plished by three men with 
street smarts. It was 1978 
when Zimmerman expanded 
the business, moving it to a 
new location, and bringing 
his brother, Howard, and his 
brother-in-law, Harry, into 
the fold. These straight-shoot-

ers called this venture Three 
Guys From Brooklyn.  

Today, the three guys who 
run it — Scott  Zimmerman, 
and business partners Phil 
Penta and Phil Penta, Jr. — 
maintain that same vision. 

“We make sure the rich 
and the poor can afford the 

finest fruits and vegetables, 
no matter what their bud-
get,” says Penta Jr. “It’s easy 
to sell the cheap price. We sell 
value.”

They also carry just about 
everything — more than 300 
fruit and vegetables, includ-
ing some you may not have 

tried, like dragon fruit, star 
fruit, and pepino melon. If 
you’re sick of the same old 
same old, you’ve come to the 
right place.

Three Guys From Brook-
lyn stocks a variety of gro-
cery items, too, so shopping 
there saves you time, as well 
as money. As our borough is 
so diverse, there are items of 
interest to all ethnicities.

“We’re home to everyone 
from everywhere,” says Penta 
Jr. 

Take advantage of the 
store’s loyalty program. Cus-
tomers earn points on every 
purchase, and these points 
are redeemed for gift cards, 
good on future purchases. 
Special promotions offer dou-
ble points, so you can earn re-
wards faster. You don’t have 
to be a mathematician to fig-
ure out that’s a good deal.

The company cares about 
the environment, too. 

“Our green effort is one 
of the most aggressive in the 
city,” says Penta Jr. “We have 
been working to break down 

waste into water, keeping 
trailers off the road.” 

By converting solid food 
waste into liquid, it becomes 
suitable for conventional 
sewer systems. 

“We’re the very first green 
grocer in Brooklyn to address 
the problem,” he says.

These efforts help the im-
mediate neighborhood. Un-
sightly waste is not lining the 
streets, attracting vermin, 
and causing foul odors to lin-
ger. 

“We’re mindful of our 
neighbors’ welfare,” says 
Penta Jr. 

They’ve also taken steps to 
reduce their demand for en-
ergy, installing a system for 
their pumps, refrigerators, 
and equipment that uses less 
electricity, Penta Jr. says. 

Three Guys From Brook-
lyn [6502 Ft. Hamilton Pkwy, 
corner of 65th Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 748-8340]. 
Open seven days a week, 24 
hours a day, even holidays. 
For more information, visit 
www.3guysfrombrooklyn.com.  

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Three Guys bringing fresh produce to Brooklyn

A gony is not something 
most of us want to live 
through, especially when 

the end result is not something 
great, like childbirth, or learn-
ing to walk again, or recover-
ing from cancer. Agony when 
it is the last stop before death 
— or, worse, a long layover en 
route — is just plain bad. 

So why does New York 
State not let doctors prescribe 
the medicine that terminal 
patients need to shorten their 
torment? 

Right now there is a case in 
our state Supreme Court, as well 
as four bills with bi-partisan sup-
port in the New York State Leg-
islature, that all have the same 
goal: Let the dying die without 
suffering unbearable pain. The 
old term for this — “assisted sui-
cide” — got it all wrong.

Suicide is when you kill 
yourself because you don’t 
want to go on living. “Aid in 
dying” is for folks who don’t 
have any choice. They are ter-
minally ill. Many would love to 
go on living — like that young 
woman with brain cancer last 

year, Brittany Maynard — but 
they are terminally ill. Death 
is around the corner, but fi rst 
can come a period of scream-
ing pain or torment. A pre-
scription can offer a quicker 
exit from the torture chamber.

When Brittany learned 

her cancer was terminal, she 
moved to Oregon, because 
that state has allowed doc-
tors to give aid in dying since 
1997. When her glioblastoma 
reared up for its fi nal blow, 
the 29-year-old scored the only 
victory she could against it. 
She said goodbye to the world 
and the people she loved, then 
raced past the gruesome fi nal 
scene by taking pills — pills 
her doctor gave her.

That sounds like compas-
sion to me. In New York State, 
it is a crime.

Currently, our law prevents 
doctors from even discussing 
the possibility of a less drawn-
out ending. What that means is 
that people like Sara Myers, a 
New Yorker with amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, is looking at 
a day when “this disease will 
rob me of my ability to breathe. 
There is no medicine to stop 
or even slow the progression 
of this disease.” A doctor can’t 
save her life. But a doctor could 
save her the terrifying mo-
ment she fi nds herself unable 
to breathe, by giving her the 

pills to leave peacefully.
New Yorker Steven Gold-

berg has AIDS and his case is 
far gone. 

“I’ve had to have toes am-
putated, I’m unable to swallow 
solid food,” he says. 

He also has cancer of the 
larynx, his body is wasting 
away and he is in “chronic se-
vere pain.” Is it compassion-
ate to make him linger in this 
state when he is going to die 
soon anyway?

Eric Seiff, a New York law-
yer, has bladder cancer. 

“Should I decide my dying 
becomes unbearable, I want 
my physician to be able to pre-
scribe medication I can take to 
achieve a peaceful death,” says 
Seiff. Just knowing that this is 
possible would be a great com-
fort. Indeed, in Oregon, for ev-
ery 300 people requesting aid 
in dying, only one person actu-
ally takes the pills. But know-
ing they can, makes the illness 
much more bearable.

Sara, Steven, and Eric are 
three of the plaintiffs in the Su-
preme Court case here. When 

the case was fi led, they were 
quoted as a way of making an 
abstract notion concrete: This 
is not about doctors killing peo-
ple. It is about granting mercy. 

“Advances in medicine and 
technology have allowed people 
to live longer,” says David Leven, 
executive director of End of Life 
Choices New York, a group that 
is also part of the lawsuit, repre-
sented by the Disability Rights 
Law Center and Debevoise & 
Plimpton. But while doctors 
are allowed to prescribe feed-
ing tubes for people with demen-
tia, and invasive treatments for 
those with terminal cancer — 
sometimes without the patient’s 
explicit consent — they can’t 
prescribe the lethal dose that 
the patients must ask for while 
they are sound of mind.

A peaceful death as life 
draws to a close is not suicide. 
It is the ending most of us hope 
for. It should not be a crime to 
grant our dying wish. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

When ending your own life is not suicide
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N ormally I don’t comment 
on the comments my read-
ers make, but I’m making 

an exception this week. 
Chaz, a reader from Green-

point said, “Thanks Jo. I always 
knew you were a sexy liberal.”

Well thank you very much 
Chaz from Greenpoint, but I’m 
no liberal. I am a staunch con-
servative that believes in the 
Constitution, the fundamental 
rights our Founding Fathers 
set forth in the Declaration of 
Independence, and, despite its 
fl aws, this country, the good old 
United States of America — and 
the fl ag for which it stands. 

Which is why I don’t believe 
in burning it. 

The Stars and Stripes, Old 
Glory, whatever you want to call 
it, should be honored, pledged 
allegiance to and respected. 
I believe that our children 
should see it hanging in their 
classrooms, and that all those 
that sit in those seats should 
be taught its signifi cance, and I 
believe it should hang from ev-
ery pole in every public build-
ing from sea to shinning sea. 

An article in our sister pub-
lication, The Brooklyn Paper, 
by reporter Allegra Hobbs, 
wrote about the fl ag burning in 

Fort Green Park and the group 
Disarm NYPD that promoted 
it. They initially planned to 
burn the Confederate fl ag but 
 decided to toss in the American 
fl ag as well claiming it to be “... 
a modern-day symbol of oppres-
sion and racial violence.”  

Hogwash Disarm NYPD! 
The fl ag of this country it is not 
a symbol of oppression or racial 
violence — it is a symbol of free-
dom. The freedom that allows the 
over-indulged, self-entitled, and 
cowardly — yes, cowardly, espe-

cially those who hide behind a 
face kerchief — to complain, to 
burn the fl ag, and to protest ’till 
the cows come home. 

Nowhere else in this en-
tire universe does any other 
country afford such freedoms 
and liberties as we enjoy here 
in America — it is why our 
shores are teaming with im-
migrants who yearn to be free 
and who risk life and limb to 
get here. 

Do these numbskulls see 
people clamoring to get into 
Afghanistan, Iran, or Iraq? 
And even closer to our shores, 
how about Mexico? No, those 
individuals risk everything 
to come here — because of our 
freedom, and the entitlements 
we have fought so hard for.

Not for Nuthin,™ Old Glory 
represents the freedom to 
change adversity to success, 
prejudice to acceptance, pov-
erty to prosperity, and yes, 
even your right to burn it. 

So members of Disarm 
NYPD, you can leave anytime, 
the door is open. But wherever 
you go, I recommend that you 
not attempt to burn their fl ags, 
because they don’t have that 
freedom, and you won’t like the 
consequences.

C rime makes peo-
ple angry and 
distrustful. It 

collapses communi-
ties and fuels divi-
sions. It also allows 
agitators — such as 
the black-lives-matter 
crew — to cherry-pick depreda-
tions and ignore the bigger pic-
ture:

• Black teens  are 4.5 times 
more likely to die from homi-
cide  than non-Hispanic whites, 
concluded a 2014 study at North-
western University into death 
rates in delinquent youth.

• Black Americans make up  
around 13 percent of the popula-
tion , but committed  more than 
half of all homicides  recorded 
by the Bureau of Justice Statis-
tics between 1980 and 2008. 

Yet the black-lives-matter 
mob couldn’t care less. It is 
too busy skewering whites and 
cops to bother about America’s 
black crime and civil insubor-
dination epidemic, after offi -
cers killed unarmed black men 
who bucked the law in a hand-
ful of instances, and a white 

sicko murdered black church-
goers in South Carolina. 

Civil rights cranks — from 
the president on down — have 
 thundered from podiums  and 
pulpits  about the importance 
of black lives . They have near-
harassed whites into feeling 
guilt and self-revulsion. They 
have formed a  Black Lives Mat-
ter  movement to lament “the 
deep, psychological wounds of 
slavery, racism, and structural 
oppression” in a nation whose 
democratically elected presi-
dent is black. 

They have also let black 
America’s offenders slide for 
their contempt of the law, hon-
est work, education, and good 
citizenship that is at the heart 
of a civic plague preventing the 
healing:

• No furor at the  cold-blooded 

July 7 slaughter of 
Bronx dad  — and re-
grettable career con 
— Allen McQueen, 
21, who was gunned 
down in broad day-
light as he walked 
to the park holding 

his baby daughter, his gunman 
fl eeing in giggles.

• No outrage accompany-
ing the vicious July 4 beat-
ing caught on video in Cincin-
nati, where a group of black 
teens stomped a white tourist 
into oblivion, and then jeered, 
“ Damn, n----, you just got 
knocked the f--- out! ” 

• No wrath against the doz-
ens of  black teens wilding in a 
Georgia Wal-Mart last month , 
smashing around $2,000 in 
goods and booting a disabled 
shopper from his motorized 
shopping cart.

Black lives matter, but ap-
parently only when the culprits 
are white for pseudo-saviors 
who need to address — fi rst and 
foremost — the chronic black 
crime and delinquency rates 
eroding our cities and morale.

I carry a small memo pad 
in my pocket and when 
I am listening to a radio 

call-in show, eavesdropping 
on a conversation in the 
barber shop, or participat-
ing in a discussion in the 
lobby of my building, and I 
hear a comment that might 
be suitable for presentation 
in my column, I jot it down. 

The following are just a 
few of the comments that I 
thought you might fi nd in-
teresting. Feel free to dis-
agree. Just remember the 
words of President Rea-
gan, President Obama, and 
a few other very important 
people who said, “You can 
disagree without being dis-
agreeable.” 

1) “Any president that 
will have Al Sharpton as 
an advisor in an idiot.” She 
didn’t really use the word 
‘idiot’ but my editor, fi ne 
gentleman that he is, would 
never permit the printing 
of the word she did use. Be-
sides, I’m not so sure how 
much of an advisor the rev-
erend really is. He strikes 
me as one of those people 
that like to give himself 
a great big round of self-
importance by hanging 
with the right people. Even 
though I am not a fan of 
our president I must admit 
that he is a very smart man 
and I’m not sure how much 
good advice he can possibly 
get from Mr. Sharpton. 

2) “Scott Walker is an-
tiunion and I will never 
vote for him.”  That’s a 
good point, pal. It’s only my 
opinion, but I think that 
American unions would go 
bankrupt supporting any 
candidate that runs against 
him. But fi rst, let’s see if he 
even gets the nomination. 

3) “I am against the 
death penalty — what if you 
make a mistake and execute 
the wrong person?”   Do you 
think the Boston Bomber is 
the wrong person?  Every-
thing in the trial points to 
accuracy. “Okay. Then let 
me ask you this: Do you just 
want revenge?” No. I want 
justice plus revenge. Why 
can’t I have both?  I’m for a 
public hanging in Fenway 
Park. Charge ten bucks a 
head with all proceeds go-
ing to a victim’s relief fund.  
I know who will be dis-
agreeing with me. No prob-
lem. Just hold back a bit 
and stop being so disagree-

able. You are making a fool 
of yourself. 

4) “Some of the best po-
litical minds of all time be-
long to women and I think 
it’s about time we elected a 
woman president.”  Woman 
president? I prefer a com-
petent president no matter 
what the gender, preferably 
one that leans a bit to the 
right. I’m not a fan of So-
cialism. 

5) “So what if Obama is 
a Socialist. What’s wrong 
with Socialism?” Answer: 
“The trouble with Social-
ism is that eventually you 
run out of other people’s 
money.” Without looking it 
up — who said it? 

6) “Take down that Con-
federate Flag because … 
yada, yada yada.” I  have 
no personal  feelings ei-
ther  way. Take it down or 
leave it up. We all can make 
a case for both sides — but 
as a Jew, I can understand 
why there are those who 
want it removed. 

7) “We do need more 
gun control. Take away 
the guns and there will be 
fewer murders.”  Sure, but 
who are you going to take 
them away from … the good 
guys? Every time President 
Obama mentions gun con-
trol more guns are sold to 
the good guys. The big joke 
in the industry is that Pres-
ident Obama is the best gun 
salesman of all time. 

I am StanGershbein@

Bellsouth.net repeating 
the bumper sticker that I 
have quoted here several 
times: when guns are out-
lawed only outlaws will 
have guns.                                                                           

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW

Shavana Abruzzo

To some, black lives matter 
only if culprits are white

Some quotes from 
Stan’s notes

Jo says those fl ag-burners have it all wrong
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TICKETS TODAY
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barclayscenter.com    ticketmaster.com     800.745.3000   
download our app For suite availability please call 718.BK.SUITE
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Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

18-Month CD

1.50%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

*New money only. APY effective June 30, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from 
an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

I ’m madder than a school of 
fi sh in a California reser-
voir over the fact that my 

favorite police commissioner 
has gone behind our backs 
and done something that I 
never thought he would do: 
steal water!

Look, you all know that I 
keep the television tuned to 
channel 2 at all times because 
I can’t risk missing the next 
episode of “Blue Bloods” with 
my favorite top cop, Tom Sell-
eck, and my  new best friend  
Donnie Whalburger! But that 
doesn’t mean that I’m going 
to give Commissioner Frank 
Reagan a pass — or not break 
the blue wall of silence — sim-
ply because he is who he is.

Folks, if in a court of law 
Commissioner Selleck is in 
fact found guilty of stealing 
water so he can clean his mus-
tache in the bathtub, then I 
say lock him up and throw 
away the key! Apparently, his 
residuals from “Hawaii P.I.” 
or “Magnum Five-O” and his 
current series wasn’t enough 
to whet his police whistle and 
in a moment of weakness he 
totally destroyed his super 
moralistic image. 

Now you may be thinking 
that I have it in for the Com-
mish because he puts down his 
fat public relations person. 

And you’re 110-percent 
right! Because as president 
and founder of P.P.P.P. (Per-
fectly Proud Plump People) 
we will strive to get Commis-
sioner Selleck to retire and 
have his son Donnie assume 

his rightful post as heir to 
the police commissionership, 
evidenced by his hard-nosed, 
no-nonsense work week af-
ter week. And Not for Nothin’ 
(Joanna do you mind my bor-
rowing your catchphrase?), 
I think the assistant district 
attorney Erin Reagan is hot! 
Boy, talk about nepotism in 
that family!

Without question, Donnie 
is perfect for the job! He told 
me so when I met him outside 
his new Wahlburger restau-
rant in Coney Island a couple 
of weeks back! Hey Donnie, 
I’m still wating for my free 
Wahlburger!

And how about that time I 
saw Bill Cosby in the airport 
in Rome? Remember that? Ev-
eryone of us was asking for an 
autograph from the star of “I 
Spy” and he wouldn’t give any 
of us the time of day. So you 
will be happy to hear that I am 
extremely happy to hear about 
the problems he is facing in 
the news media these days. 
My prayers have fi nally been 
answered! 

And thank heaven for lit-
tle girls, especially when they 
bring home the  World’s Cham-

pion Polo Crown . They de-
served all the accolades pos-
sible and that Brooklyn-made 
confetti is really trillions of 

kisses from us to them.
When is that ticker-tape 

parade?
Screech at you next week!

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria

Carmine says out with Commish Tom

OH COMMISSIONER, MY COMMISSIONER: Carmine won’t believe “Blue 
Bloods” Police Commissioner Tom Selleck stole water until he is found 
guilty in a court of law. Associated Press / Charles Sykes
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THE AIR CONDITIONER GIANT!
DUCTLESS SPLIT SOLUTIONS FOR HOME & SMALL BUSINESS

$150 UTILITY REBATES ON SELECT UNITS
CALL: 800-261-4401 or E-MAIL: SPLITAC@PCRICHARD.COM

2YEARS SPECIAL FINANCING1

ON ALL FRIEDRICH & DAIKIN SPLIT DUCTLESS A/Cs
VALID 7/17/15-7/24/15

1.  ALL SPECIAL FINANCING OFFERS:  SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.  6 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL OTHER PURCHASES MADE WITH YOUR P.C. RICHARD & SON CREDIT 
     CARD THROUGH 12/31/15.
1.  2 YEARS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL PURCHASES OF Friedrich and Daikin Split Ductless A/C’s. * With Standard Installation with Customer Supplied Electric. Standard installation is based on customer supplied electric with disconnect box within 4’ of the 
compressor location to meet equipment needs; includes basic installation of air handler within 15 running feet from ground mounted compressor location. The basic estimate can be changed based on the home design and electrical requirements. Deluxe installation 
is based on customer supplied electric with disconnect box within 4’ of the compressor location to meet equipment needs; includes basic installation of each air handler within 25 running feet from ground mounted compressor location. The basic estimate can be 
changed based on the home design and electrical requirements.

*9000 BTU SYSTEM

SINGLE ROOM 
SOLUTION

INSTALLED!$2199Starting 
at

*

MULTI-ROOM SOLUTIONS
ALSO AVAILABLE

Capacity from 7,000 BTU to 36,000 BTU

SENIORS
VOW to Make a Difference!

VALUING OLDER & WISER

New Yorkers
through volunteerism

Contact the NYC Department for the Aging’s (DFTA)
Volunteer Resource Center at (212) 602-4464

or visit NYC Service at nyc.gov/service
ServiceDepartment for

the Aging

STATE-OF-THE-ART OFFICE WITH THE 
LATEST CUTTING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY

New York
OPHTHALMOLOGY GROUP

Specializing in 
 Retinal Disease
 Macular Degeneration
 Diabetic Retinopathy
 Cataract Surgery 

DR. RONA APPEL 
Board Certified

 Diabetice retinopathy 
 Macular Degeneration
 General Opthalmology

2928 West 5th St, Brooklyn, NY 
718-996-2020
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 07/17/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$17,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

$16,995
'15 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT

941 miles, Stk#12431

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $12,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2012 Mercedes C300, 17k 11903 $21,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE  
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
                 MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
  2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 07/17/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $3,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
� ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
           MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
W

E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
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CONEY ISLAND

Congratulations to Marina Davy-

dov on her appointment as the new 
director at the Jewish Community 

Council of Greater Coney Island 

Haber House Senior Center. 
Rabbi Moshe Wiener, the execu-

tive director, let Standing O know how 
excited he is to have her on board. 

“I wel-
come Marina 
Davydov to 
Haber House 
and wish her 
success,” he 
said. “I know 
she will fur-
ther expand 
the scope and 
quality of ser-
vices being 
offered to our 
largely Rus-
sian refugee 
and Holocaust 
survivor pop-
ulations.”

Standing O 
pal Marina succeeds Etty Friedman 
who recently moved to Lakewood, N.J. 
after serving as director for more than 
20 years. 

Marina, who is fl uent in English, 
Russian and Hebrew, is experienced 
in crisis intervention, having served 
as a social worker at the Metropolitan 
Council on Jewish Poverty. She also 
has degrees in sociology-psychology 
and social work, and served as an in-
tensive psychiatric rehabilitation tech-
nician for Federation Employment and 
Guidance Services.

Standing O wishes Marina success, 
and Etty Friedman a happy retire-
ment.

Haber House [3024 W. 24th St. and 
Surf Avenue in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5775].

PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS

SAGE news
The Brooklyn Institute of Lib-

eral Arts is in a class of its own for 
being one of three winners of the fi rst 
Teach to Read challenge, a nation-
wide give-back contest hosted by Cor-

win, a SAGE company, established in 
1990. 

The competition was designed to 
bolster literacy professional develop-
ment opportunities for teachers in Ti-
tle I schools.

Brooklyn Institute of Liberal Arts 
was chosen for its efforts to improve 
literacy for all students and emphasiz-
ing that 90 percent of its student popu-
lation was comprised of recent immi-
grants from the Caribbean.

Mike Soules, president at Corwin, 

commented on the win.
“I commend the teachers and ad-

ministrators at Brooklyn Institute of 
Liberal Arts for their dedication to im-
proving literacy skills for their many 
students,” he said. “Literacy is criti-
cally important to students’ success 
both during school and beyond, which 
is why Corwin is committed to support-
ing educators in their continued efforts 
to improve outcomes for all students.”

The school’s principal Anne Ma-

rie Henry-Stephens said the facility 
helped many students who are behind 
in grade-level reading and struggling 
with learning.

“Our mission is to help students 
who are dramatically underrepre-
sented in higher education attend and 
graduate from college,” she said. “One 
of the keys to preparing our students 
for the rigors of post-secondary work 

is through improving their literacy 
and this professional development will 
help us better serve our students.”

The school will receive the new 
Fisher & Frey Close and Critical 

Reading PD Resource program.
Brooklyn Institute of Liberal Arts [600 
Kingston Ave. at Winthrop Street in 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens, (718) 221–
1097].

PARK SLOPE

Always be prepared
Good wishes are sent to Peter and 

Kathy Fraenza. The do-gooding scout 
volunteers were honored for their 60-
plus years of commitment to the Boy 

Scouts of America. The Greater New 

York Councils of the Boy Scouts of 

America presented the pair with an 
offi cial certifi cate and Scout badge at 

its annual dinner on June 18 in Bergen 
Beach.

Peter is the longest continuously 
active Scoutmaster for Troop 22, lo-
cated in Park Slope and was the 
youngest Scoutmaster ever appointed. 
He has been involved with the Scouts 
since 1955, when he joined as a tender-
foot Scout at the age of 11, and become 
Scoutmaster in 1968. He continued to 
serve as Scoutmaster for 28 years be-
fore entering his current role as trea-
surer of the Troop Committee.

Through Scouting, Peter met his 
lovely wife Kathy, who joined Scout-
ing in 1965 as a den mother. She served 
in that capacity for four years and as 
district fi nance chairwoman, activi-
ties chairwoman, and then vice chair-
woman of the V Bridges District. She 
is currently serving as the vice chair-
woman of Troop 22.

The Fraenzas can now add a Stand-
ing O to the mantle as well.

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BAY RIDGE

It was an ankle breaker for the 
Xaverian Lacrosse team, which 
had a stellar season, ending in ac-
ing the city title. Behind the plays 
and assisting in the win was net 
goalie Paul Schwarz (’15) and An-

drew Lauro. The team attacked 
Cardinal Hayes 5–3 to cop the New 
York City B Lacrosse Champion-
ship. 

James Vega excelled through-
out, assisting on three of the Clip-

pers’ goals. The victory capped a 
6–2 season for a team that relied 
heavily on its ability to keep its op-
ponents off the scoreboard.

Coach Thomas Gonzalez 
bragged to Standing O:

“We really built the team 

around a strong defense,” said the 
1992 Xaverian alum. “The boys had 
key wins during the year against 
tough division rivals like Loughlin 
and Xavier, and were able to build 
momentum for the playoffs.”

In addition to Schwarz and 
Lauro, who represented the CHSAA 
in the Mayor’s Cup All Star Chal-
lenge, Christian Bono (’15), Brian 

Santanelli (’15), Jay Stauble (’15), 
Alex Konyk and James Vega were 
named First Team All-CHSAA. 
John Harte, Michael Beale (’15), 
Thomas Gonzalez Jr. (’16), An-

drew Gallagher (’15), and Lou 

Springer (’15) earned second-team 
honors.

Xaverian High School [7100 
Shore Rd. at 71st Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–7100].

BOROUGH WIDE

Pedaling for a cure
Put the pedal to the metal for 

Ben McNamara. The borough 
bicyclist will kick-start his 100-
mile ride to end Alzheimer’s on 
July 18.

Our pal Ben’s dad was diag-
nosed with the disease in his 
early 60s, and Ben is making this 
trek to honor him and his mem-
ory. “Alzheimer’s is a super hard 
disease that can often make you 
and your family feel stranded and 
alone,” he said. “To go to an event 
and be with others going through 
similar diffi culties helps.” 

Ben has already raised more 
than $1,300 for the ride and to 
help fi ght the disease, much to 
the admiration of the president 
and CEO of the Alzheimer’s As-

sociation, Massachusetts-New 

Hampshire Chapter.
“Ben and the hundreds of other 

riders have made a big commit-
ment to help fi ght Alzheimer’s,” 
said Jim Wessler. “It inspires 
us, and also supports critical re-
search and programs.”

Standing O wishes Ben a safe 
ride, and good luck on his jour-
ney. 

If anyone is interested in help-
ing to raise funds, visit the Al-
zheimer’s Association at www.
alz.org/MANH or call (800) 272–
3900.

STICKS HELD HIGH: The Xaverian lacrosse team attacked Cardinal Hayes 5–3 to take 
the New York City B Lacrosse Championship.  

Cross those sticks for victory

Bienvenue to the new director
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
INSTRUCTORS

WANTED
 NOW!

a division of

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.

Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,

Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-
sculpting procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to 
continue your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing 
the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases into the 

interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxification. The 
ZERONA® procedure was proven through a double-
blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo controlled 
study in which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, 
and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

REDUCE FAT... REMOVE INCHES...
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and 
keep them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS
When: Tuesday, July 28 at 6:15pm  

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212
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HARBOR WATCH
Welcome and congratula-
tions to former commander 
of the 109th Airlift Wing, at 
Stratton Air National Guard 
Base, Schenectady, NY, Brig. 
General Anthony German.    

The Oneonta resident took 
command of the 5,900-mem-
ber New York Air National 
Guard in June.

Brig. General German re-
places Major General Verle 
Johnston, who has com-
manded the Air National 
Guard since 2012. Johnston, 
who retired on June 12, has 
also commanded the 105th 
Airlift Wing at Stewart Air 
National Guard outside of 
Newburgh.

German, who has been 
serving as Chief of Staff for 
the New York Air National 
Guard, was promoted to Ma-
jor General (two-star) when  
he assumed his new duties.

He also serves, and will 
continue to serve, as the Dep-
uty Adjutant General for the 
New York National Guard.

The New York Air Na-

tional Guard is the largest 
Air National Guard in the 
United States. It has fi ve fl y-
ing wings that operate C-17 
cargo aircraft, ski-equipped 
LC-130 transports, HH-60 
Pavehawk rescue helicop-
ters, and the MQ-9 remotely 
piloted aircraft. The Eastern 
Air Defense Sector, which is 
responsible for monitoring 
the air space over the United 
States east of the Mississippi 
River and Washington D.C., is 
also a component of the New 
York Air National Guard.

New York Air National 
Guard members also re-
spond to state emergencies 
with manpower and special-
ized equipment.

New York Air National 
Guard Brig. Gen. Kevin 
Bradley, former commander 
of the 174th Fighter Wing in 
Syracuse, was also promoted 
to Major General on June 22. 
Bradley, a Manlius resident, 
serves as National Guard As-
sistant to the commander of 
Commander of United States 

HARBOR WATCH
“It’s the best job ever,” mili-
tary working dog handler 
Spc. Ethan Taylor said, as he 
watched his dog, Alex, conduct 
an outside training exercise 
last week on Bagram Airfi eld.  

“The dogs are just like sol-
diers,” he said. “We train as 
we fi ght.”

This team supports Task 
Force Solid, out of the 21st En-
gineer Battalion, 101st Air-
borne Division, Fort Camp-
bell, Ky. The soldiers and their 
dogs deploy together. And 
each working dog handler is 
assigned out of different duty 
stations. 

Spc. Anthony Andrews and 
his dog, Andy, are from the 
18th MP Brigade, Germany; 
Spc. Craig Holbrook and his 
dog, Niko, are from the 18th 
MP Brigade, Germany; Spc. 
Ethan Taylor and his dog, 
Alex, are out of Fort Drum, 
New York (16th MP Brigade, 
8th MP Detachment); and Spc. 
Joseph Mora and his dog, Lee, 
are out of Fort Drum, New 
York (16th MP Brigade).

Andrews has been here for 
over a month. His dog, Andy, 
is almost 8 years old. Holbrook 
has been here for nine months 
and his dog, Niko, is 8 years 
old. Taylor has been here eight 
months and has had his dog, 
Alex, for more than a year. 
Taylor leaves in one month so 
he’s working with his replace-
ment, Mora, now. Mora just ar-
rived about two weeks ago and 
his dog, Lee, is 2 years old. 

“Out here a lot of route 
clearance is done,” Holbrook 
said. “It’s an entire dog team 
effort. Not just the dog or the 
handler.”

The team’s job is to fi nd ex-
plosives. Once the dog team 
fi nds an improvised explosive 
device, also known as IED, and 
explosive ordnance disposal 
will disarm it. The handlers 
are not trained to disarm the 
IEDs. 

The dogs are trained at a 
training center on Lackland 

Air Force Base, San Antonio. 
It’s a 120-day course, where 
basic skills are learned and, at 
the unit, they learn more.

“The dogs, once they fi nish 
their training at Lackland, are 
assigned to a certain installa-
tion,” Holbrook said. “Once a 
handler arrives to their duty 
station, they are assigned a 
dog. From that point on, they 
train on just about a daily ba-
sis on and around the installa-
tion.”

Most dogs are Belgian ma-
linois and German shepherds, 
which come from Germany 
and Holland. The Army uses 
breeders that are on a buy 
list.

“Belgian malinois and 
German shepherds are great 
working dogs,” Holbrook 
said. “They have a high drive 
and have a very good sense of 
smell. The military has used 
German shepherds for a long 
time. They used German shep-
herds as scout dogs and sentry 
dogs back in Vietnam.”

The team is trained and 
certifi ed when they arrive in 
country.

“All we do is get the new 

handler up to speed on the 
current techniques, tactics, 
and procedures, and how we 
operate out here,” Holbrook 
said. “When we go back to gar-
rison, we will go back to the 
unit we came from originally. 
Our job back in garrison is to 
train, work law enforcement, 
and support different events 
such as searching for explo-
sives for the [president of the 
United States], support Secret 
Service, and other special 
events.”

For the dogs, fi nding a “no-
good item” is a game. Because 
if he fi nds that item, he gets a 
reward — his toy.

“This is a game for the dog 
and we make it as fun as we 
can for them,” Taylor said. 

There are also specifi c in-
dicators for explosives and a 
handler can tell which one is 
which.

“There are a lot of differ-
ent things that a dog can do 
to show you the change of be-
havior,” Holbrook said. “If 
the dog is acting differently 
than he normally does, that 
is a change of behavior. After 

Continued on page 34Continued on page 34

Trainers get military dogs ready for action

COMMAND CHANGE: Brig. Gen. Anthony German is now commanding 
the New York Air National Guard. National Guard

FETCH: Military working dog with his trainer at Bagram Airfi eld in Af-
ghanistan. Sgt. First Class David Wheeler

Soldier’s best friend

Changing of the 
Guard at NY Base
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HARBOR WATCH
Tassels off to Dorienne Peters, 
a graduate of Brooklyn Col-
lege Academy, for her induc-
tion into the Naval Academy 
Class of 2019 to begin a chal-
lenging week of basic mid-
shipman training as part of 
the Plebe Summer program. 
Peters boasts a 3.80 grade 
point average and is a Cadet 
Commander of the Floyd Ben-
nett Composite Squadron of 
the Civil Air Patrol, the US 
Air Force Auxiliary, and the 
recipient of AFROTC, NROTC 

and Civil Air Patrol scholar-
ships. She was accepted by 
her top choice college Embry 
Riddle Aeronautical Univer-
sity, as well as West Point, the 
Air Force and Naval Acade-
mies. 

She plans on pursuing a 
degree in aeronautical en-
gineering and to become a 
fi ghter pilot. 

Approximately 1,000 can-
didates are selected each 
year for the Academy’s Plebe 
or Freshman class with each 
student required to partici-

pate in the Plebe Summer. 
During that time plebes 

have no access to TV, mov-
ies, the internet, or music and 
are restricted access to cell-
phones. They are only per-
mitted to make three calls 
during the entire six weeks of 
training.

Peters, along with her fel-
low plebes, will learn basic 
training, damage control, 
sailing and handling yard pa-
trol crafts as well as learn in-
fantry drill and how to shoot 
a 9mm pistol and M-16 rifl e. 

HARBOR WATCH
Culinary specialist third 
class Linton McLeod and bor-
ough native prepares meals 
for the troops on the USNS 
Comfort. 

Linton is stationed at the 
Naval Hospital in Jackson-
ville, Fla., and serves on the 
military sealift hospital ship 
during the Continuing Prom-
ise 2015 tour. The program is 
cosponsored by the US South-
ern Command and US Naval 
Forces Southern Command. 

The Fourth Fleet-con-
ducted deployment to conduct 
civil-military operations in-
cluding humanitarian-civil 
assistance, subject matter 
expert exchanges, medical, 
dental, veterinary and en-
gineering support, and di-
saster response to partner 
nations and to show U.S. sup-
port and commitment to Cen-
tral and South America and 
the Caribbean.

On our planet, more than 
70 percent of which is covered 
by water, being there means 
having the ability to act from 
the sea. The Navy is uniquely 
positioned to be there; the 
world’s oceans give the Navy 
the power to protect Ameri-

ca’s interests anywhere, and 
at any time. Your Navy pro-
tects and defends America 
on the world’s oceans. Navy 
ships, submarines, aircraft 
and, most importantly, tens 
of thousands of America’s 
fi nest young men and women 
are deployed around the 
world doing just that. They 
are there now. They will be 
there when we are sleeping 
tonight. 

Local teen is shipping off to the Naval Academy

SERVING UP!: Culinary special-
ist Linton McLeod prepares food 
aboard the hospital ship USNS 
Comfort. Pfc. Tomarius Roberts

HATS OFF: Dorienne Peters is beginning her career in the Navy. 

ANCHORS AWEIGH

Hot dishes on 
the high-seas

Cyber Command.
German was commis-

sioned in 1983 as an Air Force 
navigator and has amassed 
more than 4,900 hours of fl y-
ing time in a number of dif-
ferent aircraft.

Prior to taking over his 
current position in 2010, Ger-
man commanded the 109th 
Airlift Wing from 2006 to 
2010. The wing operates the 
LC-130 ski-equipped Hercu-
les transport aircraft which 
can land on snow and ice.

The planes are used to 
support National Science 
Foundation research in Ant-
arctica and Greenland. The 
wing has also been support-
ing Canadian Forces mis-
sions in the Arctic.

German joined the New 
York Air National Guard in 
1989 and has held a number 
of positions at the 109th, to 
include weapons and tactics 
offi cer, chief of current oper-
ations, chief of standardiza-
tion, and chief of wing plans. 

He also served as the Depart-
ment of Defense liaison to the 
National Science Foundation 
and as executive staff sup-
port offi cer at New York Air 
National Guard headquar-
ters.

German holds a Master 
of Arts in National Secu-
rity and Strategic Studies 
from the Naval War College 
in Newport, Rhode Island 
and has take advanced mil-
itary and national security 
courses offered at Syracuse 
University; the George C. 
Marshall European Center 
for Security Studies in Gar-
misch, Germany; the Na-
tional Defense University, 
Washington; and Army War 
College at Carlisle Barracks, 
Pennsylvania.

He holds the Legion of 
Merit, the Meritorious Ser-
vice Medal, the Air Force 
Aerial Achievement Medal, 
several awards of the Com-
bat Readiness Medal, the 
Antarctica Service Medal, 
the Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal and the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal 
among other awards.

Continued from cover

GUARD

you have been with a dog long 
enough you get to know ex-
actly how he acts. A lot of us 
are able to tell when our dog 
smells an explosive by even 
the most subtle changes in our 
dog’s behavior. Sometimes it’s 
something so subtle that other 
people can’t even tell that he 
is acting any differently. But 
we’ve trained with them so 
much that we can pick it up.”

The dogs are given aggres-
sion and patrol training such 
as “the fi eld interview.” 

“This is when you walk up 
and the dog doesn’t bite unless 
told,” Taylor said. “The sec-
ond phase is the bite. It attacks 
when the command is given. 

And the dog is told to let go. 
The dog is trained to stay re-
ally close. And it’s trained and 
ready to bite. It’s less than le-
thal force. The dog can termi-
nate the pursuit. It’s the same 
thing in the rear. The dog is 
your backup. He’s your part-
ner.” 

Then there’s what’s called 
the stand-off or terminating 
the pursuit. For example, if a 
subject runs into a building, 
the dog won’t go in and start 
biting people. The dog will 
stop, guard, or follow the sub-
ject. 

“One of the biggest things 
that we focus on is controlling 
our dog,” Taylor said. “The 
dog doesn’t do anything unless 
you tell him to. And it doesn’t 
stop until you tell him to.” 

Every day, the dogs get out 

at least four hours a day. And, 
when not running missions, 
the dogs train. The dogs are on 
an eating schedule and must 
maintain a certain weight. 
Also, a dog’s working hours 
depend on the mission — both 
inside and outside of BAF. 

“Some days we have mul-
tiple dogs going outside the 
wire and other days we don’t 
have any dogs going outside 
the wire,” Holbrook said. “It 
really just depends on the mis-
sion set and how many units 
request us that week.”

“We’re making the best 
dog we can,” Taylor said. “Just 
like soldiers, we want to keep 
our dogs as healthy as we can. 
They’re very conditioned. 
Just like soldiers, they have to 
be fi t. They get a good amount 
of exercise.”

Continued from cover

BEST FRIEND
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New exhibition discusses sneaker culture 

Heart and sole: The iconic Air 
Jordan I is at the center of sneaker 
culture, says the designer of the 
new “Out of the Box” exhibit at 
the Brooklyn Museum. Ron Wood

Shoe and tellShoe and tell
By Joseph Altobelli

This is a show to sprint to!

Sneaker fans can get their 
kicks at a new Brooklyn Museum 

exhibit devoted to athletic shoes and 
the people who love them. The creative 
force behind “Out of the Box: the Rise 
of Sneaker Culture” said that Brooklyn 
is the perfect spot to launch the traveling 
show. The borough’s reputation, she said, 
matches the urban and masculine nature 
of sneaker culture. 

“It’s infused with a very seductive 
hyper-masculinity,” said Elizabeth 
Semmelhack, the designer of the exhib-
it. “There’s a toughness and authenticity 
that comes out of Brooklyn that just 
speaks to people globally.”

And the poster shoe of the exhibit is 
the Air Jordan I, named after Brooklyn-
born basketball icon Michael Jordan. 
The shoe appears on all of the exhibit’s 

posters and ads.
“Air Jordans are so central to sneak-

er culture, they’re in every city around 
the world, and I think the fact that he’s 
a Brooklyn native is fantastic,” said 
Semmelhack. 

The Brooklyn Museum has explored 
shoe culture before —  a 2014 exhibit 
explored the history of high heels  — 
and Semmelhack, who is the senior 
curator of the Bata Shoe Museum in 
Toronto, says that covering sneakers is 
a natural next step.

“How could I not do sneakers?” she 
said. “I think that there’s no argument 
that sneakers and sneaker culture has 
been so important to culture for the last 
50 years.”

Visitors will only need a sneak peek 
to discover that the sneaker’s history 
runs all the way back to the 19th cen-
tury. The show has placards overflow-

ing with information to separate shoes 
designed for different sports, including 
basketball, tennis, and track and field, 
and flatscreen TVs show each type of 
shoe in action. 

“There’s a sneaker for everyone in 
here,” Semmelhack said. 

The Brooklyn stop of the tour has one 
unique feature that will not recur at other 
locations: designer sneakers dangling 
from wires above the heads of museum 
visitors. The display is a nod to the urban 
tradition of hanging shoes on a telephone 
line. 

“It’s kind of a fun, quasi-provoca-
tive, design element that we added to 
our presentation here,” said Brooklyn 
Museum curator Lisa Small. “We were 
thinking about ways that sneakers are 
seen in culture today and if you live 
in an urban environment, I’m sure that 
some time or another you have seen 

sneakers hanging over wire.” 
Small wants the exhibit to educate 

people on both sneaker culture and urban 
culture, and to quell any negative conno-
tations associated with the cultures. 

“We have an incredibly diverse audi-
ence here at the Brooklyn museum, so 
we took this popular cultural item of 
fashion, and really investigated it in a 
rich historical way,” said Small. “We’re 
hoping that people come, whether they 
are sneakerheads, or they’re just inter-
ested in design, fashion, or really history 
and culture.” 

“Out of the Box: the Rise of Sneaker 
Culture” at Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkway at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000, www.
brooklynmuseum.org]. On display until 
Oct. 4. Open Wed 11 am–6 pm; Thu, 11 
am–10 pm, Fri–Sun, 11 am–6 pm; Mon, 
Tue, closed. $16 suggested donation.
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By Max Jaeger

It is the cutest show on earth!
A cat circus will land feet-first on 

the stage of Bushwick circus school 
the Muse on July 16. And the famously 
finicky animals are not pussy-footing 
around — they will walk on high wires, 
ride skateboards, and play instruments 
in the show, called “Acro-Cats.” 

Getting cats to follow orders is 
tough, but the key to training them is 
to let the animals think they are in con-
trol, the high-flying hair-ballers’ chief 
herder said.

“A lot of times they pick their own 
tricks,” said trainer Samantha Martin. 
“I’ll start trying to teach them one 
thing and they’ll decide they’d rather 
push the shopping cart than ride in 
it. Dogs you can force, because they 
can be manipulated like that, but if 
you try those techniques on cats, they 
won’t stand for it.”

Martin, who has a degree in ani-
mal husbandry, started training res-
cue cats 13 years ago, eventually 
taking her show on the road with two 
caretakers and a 35-foot tour bus cov-
ered in kitty decals.

On tour, Martin and crew live 
under the metaphorical cat’s foot, 
ceding the bus’s suite to the show’s 14 
pawed prima donnas.

“The master bedroom is decked 
out for the cats, so they have scratch-
ing posts and beds and hammocks and 
everything that their paws desire,” 
she said.

Still, living on the road with more 

than two dozen animals is not as wild 
as it might seem.

“We keep it really clean,” she said. 
“Overnight they’ll probably drop a few 
bombs, so we scoop first thing. It’s our 
living area, and we don’t want to be 
crazy cat ladies.”

Some circuses sell stuffed animals, 
but a few people who purr-chase tick-
ets to “Acro-cats” may leave with the 
real thing. Martin has three trained 
foster cats up fur adoption.

“We put them in the show and teach 
them some cute behaviors — they’re 
all trained to come to a whistle and do 
a cute trick like jump through a hoop 
or do a high-five,” she said. “It gives 

extra insurance that the cat will have a 
furever home.”

Of course the obstinate animals 
sometimes put their paw down, but 
even when the show goes off the rails, 
you do not have to fear getting  trampled 
by an elephant  — more like smothered 
in cuteness, Martin said. 

“Sometimes the cats like to run 
out into the crowd to get extra pets,” 
she said.

“Acro-Cats” at the Muse (338 Moffat 
St. between Irving and Knickerbocker 
avenues in Bushwick, (929) 400–1678, 
www.circuscats.com). June 16–17 at 8 
pm, and July 18–19 at 2 pm, 5 pm, and 
8 pm. $25.

By Eric Faynberg

The end is nigh!
That is the message of the Sky Captains of 

Industry, who come from the future to warn us 
about the apocalyptic wasteland of mutants and robots 
to come. Armed only with their musical instruments, 
the group’s three time-lost rockers say they have jour-
neyed from the year 2265 to reveal the future through 
song. They will do so with performances at the Way 
Station on July 17 and at the Knitting Factory on July 
27, but  they worry that their cautionary efforts might 
not pay off.

“Can we save you?” asked bassist Tommy Jettison, 
who adopted the name Don Schlotman to fit in bet-
ter with people of our time. “Can we warn people to 
change their ways?”

The trio, which also includes guitarist Frankie 
Quasar (known as E.W. Harris) and drummer Philter 
Waves (Phil Harris), play songs about fighting shark 
monsters, falling in love with mutant mermaids, and 
meeting time-traveling cavemen. The group sets 
their tales of the future to music influenced by David 
Bowie, Pink Floyd, and Queen, whose albums they 
discovered inside of an old jukebox robot, they say. 
The band members hope that their soulful rock will 
appeal to people of the present, while also influenc-
ing them to pay more attention to global issues like 
the environment.

“People thought we didn’t need science funding 
where we’re from,” Quasar said.  “That didn’t work 
out so well.”

The Sky Captains also hope that their songs convey 
the message that people are all more or less the same. 

“Whether someone is a mutant alligator or a mer-
maid, we’re all humans,” Jettison said. “Even the 
mutants. We’re all the same whether or not we have 
tentacles.”

Despite the apocalypse, life in 2015 is not so differ-
ent from life in 2265, they say. The biggest difference, 
said Jettison, is cuisine.

“People aren’t trying to eat you as often,” said 
Jettison. “It’s nice.”

The Sky Captains of Industry at The Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. between Prospect Place and St. 
Marks Avenue in Prospect Heights, (347) 627–4949, 
www.waystationbk.com]. July 17 at 10 pm. Free. At 
Knitting Factory Brooklyn [361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Williamsburg, (347) 529–6696, 
bk.knittingfactory.com]. July 27 at 8:30 pm. $10.

Time-travelling Sky Captains 
warn us of future catastrophe

Adorable kitty circus is pouncing into Brooklyn

Future shockers: The Sky Captains of Industry have traveled 
from 250 years in the future to warn us of the dystopian waste-
land that lies ahead. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Paw-some performance: After the circus act, the Rock Cats — the world’s only feline rock 
band — will play the cutest set of all time. Acro-Cats

Arockalypse!

FUR IS FLYING

Cat carnival versus doggy festival
By Max Jaeger

This weekend is going to be off the chain!
Two pet parties are poised to unleash furry fury on Brooklyn — 

canine carnival BarkFest 2015 will overrun Williamsburg with dogs 
on the same weekend that cat circus Acro-Cats is set to purr-form in 
Bushwick. So for those with time to sink their teeth into only one 
animal bacchanalia, here is a very special tail of the tape. 

BarkFest 2015 at 50 Kent [50 Kent Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williamsburg, barkfest.splashthat.com]. July 19 
from 2–8 pm. Free.

ACRO-CATS VS. BARKFEST 2015

“A show that doesn’t fit into any other cat-egory” Tagline “The world’s biggest dog pawty”

14 trick-performing cats Number of animals Hundreds of pet dogs

Cat ladies, flea circus ringleaders looking for 
talent

Who will show up People with strong opinions about dog 
runs and leash laws

No food, but the Muse serves drinks Chow Food trucks and a hot dog-eating 
contest (for dogs)

Feline band the Rock Cats with guest 
tambourine-playing chicken Cluck Norris

Get a paw-tograph from Menswear Dog, a shiba inu who thinks 
he’s people and wears human clothes

Adopt a trained cat from Acro-Cats ringleader 
Samantha Martin

For the pet-less Give a home to a pooch from 
Foster Dogs NYC

The Rock Cats are the world’s only cat band Fun fact There will be “dog-friendly fireworks”



COURIER LIFE, JULY 17-23, 2015 37  24-7

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1970 — AND STILL RUNNING STRONG!

168 West 4th Street, NYC 212.242.6480

A traditional Spanish and Mexican restaurant located in New
York’s West Village neighborhood.

Our menu showcases the simple reflective food flavors of Spain.
Using the best ingredients and implementing a simplistic
technique resulting in a clean, dynamic presentation, creating
memorable dining experiences through passionately created
culinary dishes, many of which are prepared in the wood-fire
oven, including our signature dish, Paella Valenciana.

IT’S OUR 

BIRTHDAY!

WE ARE CELEBRATING 
45 YEARS IN THE BIZ.

FOR THE MONTH OF JULY ENJOY

45% OFF 
ALL BEVERAGES ORDERED WITH YOUR MEAL

Some Samples From Our Menu:
‘PPA CUMINCIARI / APPS

N’ZALATE / SALAD
N’ZALATA DI CAROTE

MACCARUNA / PASTA

I SECUNNI / ENTREES

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 

Plan your Special Occasion with us!
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By Noah Hurowitz

They are images that bear con-
templation.

Images of Romanian danc-
ers dressed in bear skins are cur-
rently on display in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, as part of “The Fence,” a photo 
installation that stretches from Jane’s 
Carousel to Pier 5. The Williamsburg 
photographer who documented the 
traditional dance said that she hopes 
the exhibit — which will also show in 
Boston, Atlanta, and Houston — will 
help bring awareness to her subject.

“One of the reasons I did this 
project is to bring more visibility to 
the tradition, and I thought having it 
on these fences in four cities would 
get it a lot of foot traffic,” said Diana 
Zeyneb Alhindawi, who will partici-
pate in a guided tour of “The Fence” 
on July 23. “It’s a tradition of and 
for the people, and so it’s fitting that 
people will see it in the same way it’s 
performed.”

Alhindawi, a former humanitar-
ian aid worker who recently won 
a prestigious award for her  pho-
tography work in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo , would like to 
preserve the tradition, which she said 
is limited to a handful of towns and 
villages in Romania’s Trotus valley, 
where she grew up.

“As a child, I loved watching the 
bear dancers that visited my grandpar-
ents’ home every year around the holi-
days,” she said. “I thought that giving 
it a bit more notoriety by documenting 
it and perhaps making it more visible 

to the outside world might somehow 
help to keep it alive.”

“The Fence” is a project of United 
Photo Industries, a Dumbo art gal-
lery that selected 40 artists to show 
their work on the 1,250-foot display. 
Each artist has six photographs on 
the fence, and the jury picked appli-
cants based in part on who managed 
to best tell a story with just six 
images, said Laura Roumanos, the 
gallery’s executive director.

Alhindawi, whose photos are on 
a section of the fence close to Pier 5, 
said that the bear dance troupes gave 
her access they may not have given 
to a photographer without her ties to 
the region. The photos show a tradi-
tion that, never widespread even in 

its prime, is beginning to disappear 
as young people leave the country 
looking for work. And the bear skins, 
painstakingly maintained over the 
years, can fetch up to $2,000, giving 
broke dancers a short-term incentive 
to unload the heirlooms.

Alhindawi, the show’s curators, 
and some of the other featured pho-
tographers will discuss their work 
during a guided tour of the fence. 
The photos can also be seen when-
ever the park is open, from now until 
Sept. 20.

“The Fence” tour, starting at Jane’s 
Carousel in Brooklyn Bridge Park [at 
the end of Old Dock Street in Dumbo, 
fence.photoville.com.] July 23 at 6 pm. 
Free.

By Max Jaeger

Bay Ridge has Saturday Night 
Fever! 

The iconic flick set in 
the humble ’hood is screening next 
week, and we are totally losing it 
here at Bay Ridge Nights. If that 
wasn’t enough, the Ridge is host-
ing the first of four Third Avenue 
Summer Strolls and plenty of live 
music this weekend, so bust out the 
Afro-Sheen and get movin’.

On Friday, shake the dust off 
your sea-foam green leisure suit 
with a strut down the block. The 
Third Avenue Stroll (between 80th 
and 90th streets) is the perfect place 
for you to use your walk. Grab a 
slice, pick up a can of paint from 
the hardware store, or just put a nice 
silk shirt on layaway. Whatever you 
do, just watch the hair!

Shuffle over to Schnitzel Haus 
(7319 Fifth Ave. between 73rd and 

74th streets) on Saturday night to 
catch throw-back rockers Steppin’ 
Back at 9:30 pm on Saturday. They 
are not exactly a disco group, but 
we’ll forgive them this time around 

because they play tunes from the 
’70s. Maybe if you ask nicely, they 
will cut out that obnoxious Sabbath 
and play some Donna Summer!

On Thursday, lace up your danc-
ing shoes and boogie down to the 
beautiful John J. Carty Park (Fort 
Hamilton Parkway between 94th and 
101st streets, swaddled in the shad-
ow of the Gowanus Expressway) for 
a free screening of “Saturday Night 
Fever” at 8:30 pm. The movie was 
originally released with an R rat-
ing, but the Parks Department is 
showing the PG version, so you 
will have to use your imagination 
for the racier bits. On the plus side, 
the edited version includes deleted 
dance scenes and even more footage 
of the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge 
— score! Admission is free for any-
one who dresses in disco duds (and 
everyone else, but seriously, wear 
flared pants and rhinestones).

By Allegra Hobbs

It has been one hell of a year.
The Morbid Anatomy Museum celebrates its 

one-year anniversary on July 18 with a devil-
themed bacchanalia. The idea came from a current 
exhibit about stage magic that is filled with devil 
imagery, said the museum’s creative director, and 
the event will celebrate the fallen angel’s colorful 
history.

“What we’re interested in are the devil’s more com-
plicated aspects,” said Joanna Ebenstein. “The devil 
is the bringer of knowledge — Lucifer got thrown out 
of heaven because he challenged the idea of God.”

Ebenstein hopes to combine education and revelry 
so partygoers walk away with a newfound apprecia-
tion for the dark arts and their master.

“It sounds glib, but I really believe some things are 
better done in party form,” said Ebenstein.

The party will cap an all-day festival of “greatest 
hits” from the museum’s premiere year of deathly 
talks and demonstrations, featuring topics like books 
bound in human skin, taxidermy, and mummy heads. 
The venue has been the borough’s one-stop shop for 
those with slightly tabook fascinations since occupy-
ing its pitch-black building a stone’s throw from the 
putrid fumes of the toxic Gowanus Canal.

“I just can’t imagine it anywhere else,” said 
Ebenstein. “The neighborhood still has a slightly 
scruffy, artisanal feel. So much in the New York art 
world is so white-walled. There’s something about 
Gowanus that is experimental.”

The masquerade will also have musical interludes 
to lighten the dark theme, including Sunset Park 
country-punk duo Milf and Dilf (pictured).

“We’re a goofy alternative to a serious art world,” 
said Gerry “Dilf” Newland, whose organ-playing 
accompanies the washboard-strumming of his part-
ner, Sharissa “Milf” Reichert. “We’re lowering the 
bar, lowering expectations, and we’re just gonna have 
fun.”

The pair are thrilled to be a part of the delightfully 
creepy spectacle, and Reichert will dress to match 
the theme.

“We’re gonna get all satanic,” she said.
Festival of Arcane Knowledge and Devil’s Masquerade 

at the Morbid Anatomy Museum [424A Third Ave. between 
Sixth and Seventh streets, www.morbidanatomymuseum.
org]. July 18 from 11 am–7:30 pm for the Festival. $20. 
Devil’s Masquerade starts at 8 pm. $30 ($45 for both).

Photographer documents a dying tradition

The devil’s music: “Screw wave” musicians Milf and Dilf will 
lighten the mood at the Morbid Anatomy Museum’s anniversary 
party on July 25. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Bear with them: Men dressed in bear skins take a break from the traditional Romanian 
dance. Williamsburg photographer Diana Alhindawi displays her bear dance pictures as 
part of “The Fence,” a photo installation in Brooklyn Bridge Park Diana Zeynab Alhindawi 

BEARLY THERE

Bay Ridge is burning with a fever!

Devil’s night
Morbid Anatomy Museum 

hosts a satanic masquerade
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4 INSANELY TALENTED ACTORS, 150 ROLES
100 BREAKNECK MINUTES OF SHEER THEATRICAL FUN  

FOR EVERYONE FROM 9 TO 99

ALL MEZZANINE SEATS $39!    
TICKETS AT 39STEPSNY.COM OR  
CALL TICKETMASTER 877.250.2929
UNION SQUARE THEATRE  100 EAST 17TH ST.

BROADWAY’S TONY® WINNING HIT COMEDY

“ABSURDLY ENJOYABLE!”

-Ben Brantley, The New York Times

“A DIZZY DELIGHT”

-Joe Dziemianowicz, The Daily News

At Kingsborough’s Lighthouse Bandshell  
Rain Location: The Leon M. Goldstein Performing Arts Center 

Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY
www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    (718) 368-5596

HOT SUMMER NIGHTS
FREE OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES

JU
LY

 2
01

5

BIG BAND DANCE PARTY!
Sammy Miller & The Congregation

JULY 18 
8:00 PM

 HOT JAZZ!
The Bria Skonberg Quintet

JULY 25 
8:00 PM



COURIER LIFE, JULY 17-23, 201540    24-7

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
SUN, JULY 26

MUSIC, NICKI MINAJ: 
$40–$145. 7 pm.

SAT, AUG 1
SPORTS, DANNY GARCIA 

VS PAULIE MALIG-
NAGGI: Undefeated 
boxing superstar Danny 
“Swift” Garcia will take 
on Brooklyn’s own Pau-
lie “The Magic Man” 
Malignaggi. $50–$295. 
9 pm. 

TUE, AUG 11
MUSIC, YES AND TOTO: 

$45–$95. 7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 12
MUSIC, MOTLEY CRUE: 

$39.50–$149.50. 7 pm.

SUN, AUG 23
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $30.50–$530.50. 
7:30 pm.

MON, AUG 24
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $25.50–
$130.50. 7:30 pm.

SAT, SEP 12
MUSIC, SCORPIONS, 

QUEENSRYCHE: 
$47.50–$149.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 19
MUSIC, MADONNA: 

$45.50–$360.50. 8 pm.

MON, SEP 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: $20–
245. 7 pm.

WED, SEP 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. NEW 
JERSEY DEVILS: $20–
245. 7 pm.

SAT, SEP 26
MUSIC, ARIANA 

GRANDE: $35.50–$695. 
7:30 pm.

MON, SEP 28
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
$20–$245. 7 pm.

WED, OCT 7
MUSIC, DOCTOR WHO 

SYMPHONIC SPECTAC-
ULAR: $50.50–$140.50. 
3 pm and 7:30 pm.

THU, OCT 8
MUSIC, MARC ANTHONY 

AND CARLOS VIVES: 
$76.50–$232.50.  8 pm.

FRI, OCT 9
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS CHI-
CAGO BLACKHAWKS: 
$170–$1,175. 7 pm.

MON, OCT 12
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS WIN-
NIPEG JETS: $35–$365. 
1 pm.

TUE, OCT 13
MUSIC, THE LEGEND OF 

ZELDA — SYMPHONY 
OF THE GODDESSES 
MASTER QUEST: 
$44.50–$97.50.  8 pm.

THU, OCT 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS NASH-
VILLE PREDATORS: 
$25–$310. 7 pm.

THU, OCT 17
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS SAN 
JOSE SHARKS: $50–
$500. 7:30 pm.

SUN, NOV 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOCKEY PRESENTS 
NOTRE DAME VS. 
UCONN AND ARMY 
VS. BENTLEY: $35–
$185. 11:15 am.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, JULY 17
SUMMER SPORTS: Pitch, 

shoot and score with the 
city’s new program. Each 
day you can take your pick 
of what activity meets 
your fancy. Registration is 
required by e-mail. Free. 
10 am–6 pm. Sunset Park 
Playground [44th St. be-
tween Fifth and Seventh 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
(718) 972–2135], www.ny-
cgovparks.org.  

MUSIC, SATIN JACKETS: 
$15 ($10 in advance). 5 pm. 
Output [74 Wythe Ave. at 
N. 12th Street in Williams-
burg, (917) 333–1000], 
www.outputclub.com. 

MUSIC, CLASSIC ALBUM 
NIGHT: Cover bands 
Cheap Trick or Treat does 
“In Color” (Cheap Trick), 
Defi nitely Leppard does 
“Pyromania” (Def Lep-
pard), The Beautiful Ones 
do “Purple Rain” (Prince & 
The Revolution). $10. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

GIGLIO FEAST: Kick off the 
summer season with the 
128th celebration of the 
Giglio with a parade, carni-
val rides and games. Free. 
6 pm to midnight. Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel (275 
N. Eighth St. at Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg/
Greenpoint). 

MUSIC, PROSPECT HEIGHTS 
MUSIC AND ARTS FES-
TIVAL: Featuring over 75 
Brooklyn based bands and 
musicians. Venues include 
the Way Station, Branded 
Saloon, Soda Bar, the Saint 
Catherine, and Tooker 
Alley. For more info, visit 
waystationbk.blogspot.
com. Free ($5 suggested 
donation per set). 7pm. 
The Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 627–4949].

 GET POP CULTURED: Min-
ions rule in this fun day 
with activities, giveways 
and more. Space limited, 
pre-registration required. 
For older teens. Free. 7 pm 
to 9 pm. Barnes and Noble 
[267 Seventh Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832–9066], www.barne-
sandnoble.com. 

MUSIC, “WET CLUTCH”: 
The Dance Cartel explores 
female imagery and pop 
culture icons of the past 50 
years with this immersive 
performance experience 
and video mash-up. Free. 
8–9 pm. Jane Bailey Me-
morial Garden (329 Greene 
Ave. between Franklin and 
Classon avenues in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant), www.
bam.org. 

FILM, A NIGHT WITH KHA-
LIK ALLAH: Summer @ 
Metrotech presents a 
unique glimpse into the 
urban landscape of NYC 
through the lens of fi lm-
maker and photographer 
Khalik Allah. Free. 8:30 
pm. Rooftop Films [232 
Third St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 417–7362], 
www.rooftopfi lms.com. 

BURLESQUE ON THE 
BEACH — ’80S BODA-
CIOUS BURLESQUE: A 
totally retro show hosted 
by Joey Martini, starring 

the Schlep Sisters, Anita 
Cookie, Minnie Tonka, 
and Bambi the Mermaid, 
among others. $15. 10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between 
W. 12th Street and Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

MUSIC, ROUTE 94, NSR B2B 
SALINGER, HOUSING 
CORP, VOLVOX, MA-
SAHIRO UEDA, TURTLE 
BUGG: $30 ($20 in ad-
vance). 10 pm. Output 
[74 Wythe Ave. at N. 12th 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(917) 333–1000], www.out-
putclub.com. 

SAT, JULY 18
BASTILLE DAY CELEBRA-

TION: La Defense Bak-
ery and Bistro hosts a 
celebration featuring a 
petanque tournament on 
professional-grade courts, 
food, and live music. Free. 
10:00am–10:00pm. Metro-
Tech Commons [Metrotech 
Center between Jay Street 
and Flatbush Avenue in 
Downtown, (646) 335–
0420], www.downtown-
brooklyn.com. 

FREDDYS’ SECOND AN-
NUAL DOGGY FASH-
ION SHOW: Dancing, live 
music, and comedians join 
Freddy’s Bar for their sec-
ond annual doggy fashion 
show as part of Summer 
Strolls, with a Cat-Walk 
and food from Freddy’s 
Kitchen. Free. 5–9 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

THEATER, “THE TAMING 
OF THE SHREW”: Act-Out 
Acting School presents a 
gender-swapped version 
of Shakespeare’s comedy. 
$10. 7 pm. Narrows Botani-
cal Gardens (7200 Shore 
Rd. at 72nd Street in Bay 
Ridge). 

MUSIC, PROSPECT HEIGHTS 
MUSIC AND ARTS FES-
TIVAL: 7pm. See Friday, 
July 17. 

MUSIC, KARMA TO BURN, 
THEOREM, ROBOTS AND 
MONSTERS, AND FLAGS 
DON’T MATTER: $15. 7 
pm. Black Bear Bar [70 N 

6th St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, (917) 538–8399], 
blackbearbk.com. 

MUSIC, SAMMY MILLER & 
THE CONGREGATION: 
Part of On Stage At Kings-
borough’s outdoor concert 
series. Free. 8 pm. On 
Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

“I CAN” KID ABILITIES 
DAY: Using puppets, and 
storytelling, the program 
encourages children to 
examine their differences 
and foster empathy and 
awareness for all. Free 
with museum admission. 
10 am to 5 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

NOSTALGIA RIDE: Ride 
the 1930s R1/9 cars of 
the Independent Subway 
System above and below 
ground, on a two-hour 
ride to Coney Island. Ad-
vanced tickets required. 
$50 ($25 for children). 
11 am. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown, (718) 694–
1600], web.mta.info/mta. 

READING, MARCIA SHURY: 
Shury’s novel “Silent 
Hearer: chronicles the 
story of the author as her 
happy childhood is turned 
upside down due to the 
onset of a sudden partial 
hearing loss. Free. 2–4 pm. 
Little Zelda (728 Frank-
lin Ave. between Park 
Place and Sterling Place in 
Crown Heights). 

SPORTS, GOTHAM GIRLS 
ROLLER DERBY DOUBLE 
HEADER!: The Manhat-
tan Mayhem take on the 
Bronx Gridlock, followed 
by the Queens of Pain bat-
tling the Brooklyn Bomb-
shells. $20. 3:30 pm. Abe 
Stark Arena (1902 W 19th 
St in Coney Island), www.
gothamgirlsrollerderby.
com. 

“E.T.”: Phone home and bring 
your own chair or blan-
ket. Popcorn provided b 
Flatbush Food Co-op; a 

bouncy house from 6:30 
pm to 8:30 pm and cari-
cature artist Kenly Dillard. 
Free. 5 pm. Park [Corte-
lyou Rd. and E. 17th Street 
in Flatbush/Ditmas Park, 
(718) 859–3800]. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. VERMONT 
LAKE MONSTERS: $10. 
6 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

BURLESQUE ON THE 
BEACH — “THE REBEL 
MUSIC HOUR”: Brown 
Girls Burlesque and Burnt 
Sugar the Arkestra Cham-
ber host a night of music 
and burlesque. $15. 10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between 
W. 12th Street and Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

SUN, JULY 19
DANCE, “OFF THE SHELF” 

(A BOOKSTORE PROJ-
ECT): Two dancers and 
an actor create intriguing 
short pieces in an unusual 
space. Free. 2–3:30 pm. 
P.S. Bookshop [76 Front 
St. at Washington Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 222–3340], 
wp.me/p5jgdq-Hk. 

THEATER, “THE TAMING OF 
THE SHREW”: 7 pm. See 
Saturday, July 18. 

PIER KIDS: Cumbe Dance 
presents Afro Brazilian. 
Free. 11 am. Pier 6 [Jora-
lemon Street and Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 802–0603]. 

WOMEN’S SOCIAL GROUP: 
Social group forming for 
women in their 50s and 
60s. No walk-ins, call and 
leave your number to re-
serve a spot. 2 pm. Perry’s 
Restaurant [3482 Nostrand 
Ave. between Gravesend 
Neck Road and Avenue V 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
336–7908]. 

YOUNG ABRAHAM: A spe-
cial presentation of an ani-
mated movie featuring the 
mighty tales of a coura-
geous young boy. For chil-
dren 5 years and older. $13 
($10 kids and seniors). 4 
pm. Jewish Children’s Mu-
seum [792 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Kingston Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 907–8833], 
www.jcm.museum. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. VERMONT 
LAKE MONSTERS: $10. 
5 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

MON, JULY 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. VERMONT 
LAKE MONSTERS: $10. 
11:30 am. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

BLOOD DRIVE: Hosted by 
the 62nd Precinct, all 
donors receive a pair of 
Cyclones tickets. Photo 
or signature ID required; 
eat a well balanced meal 
before giving blood. Walk-
ins welcome. Free. 1 pm 
to 7 pm. Bus Mobile, 62nd 
Precinct [1925 Bath Avenue 
in Bensonhurst, (800) 933–

Fist of fury: Bensonhurst boxer Paulie “The Magic Man” 
Malignaggi takes on the undefeated Danny “Swift” Garcia at 
Barclays Center on Aug. 1. Showtime / Tom Casino 

All that glitters: Soulful punk band Gold takes off the masks 
and rocks out at the Live at the Archway free concert series in 
Dumbo on July 23.
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2566], www.mydonorad-
vantage.com. 

TALK, “RETURN”: This fi lm 
fi nds a mother and wife 
struggling to adjust to 
everyday life after a tour 
of duty in the Middle East. 
Followed by a discussion. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

READING, BOOKS BE-
NEATH THE BRIDGE — 
POWERHOUSE ARENA: 
As part of a summer out-
door reading series, Jami 
Attenberg discusses her 
book “Saint Mazie” and 
Kate Bolick discuss “Spin-
ster: Making A Life One’s 
Own.” Free. 7 pm. Granite 
Prospect Steps in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park [334 Furman 
St. at Middagh Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 222–9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

FILM, CONEY ISLAND 
FLICKS ON THE BEACH 
— “THE GOONIES”: Free. 
7:30 pm. [1001 Boardwalk 
West at W. 10th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 594–
7895], www.coneyisland-
funguide.com. 

TUES, JULY 21
MAMA AKANKE’S FUNKY 

FOLKLORE: Stories, songs, 
and dances of the African 
Diaspora. Free. 10:30 am. 
Maria Hernandez Park 
(Knickerbocker Ave. at 
Suydam Street in Bush-
wick), http;//www.nycgov-
parks.org. 

THEATER, “FLASH GOR-
DON”: Youth theater 
production company 
Piper Theatre Workshop 
presents the adventures 
of the football hero who 
is skyjacked to the planet 
Mongo. Free. 6:30 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

ART, “HOME” GROUP EX-
HIBITION — OPENING 
RECEPTION: Ouchi Gal-
lery presents an exhibit 
of 11 artists from varying 
backgrounds. Free. 7 pm. 
Ouchi Gallery [170 Tillary 
St. at Gold street, Suite 
105 in Downtown, (374) 
987–4606], ouchigallery.
com. 

COMEDY, ADAM WADE, 
GREG JOHNSON: Co-
median and storyteller 
Adam Wade records his 
fi rst live album. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, MOTHER MOTHER, 
PUSHMETHOD, DAVID 
COREY, NOMBE: Benefi t 
concert for Hoodies For 
the Homeless, an organiza-
tion that provides warm 
clothing for the less fortu-
nate. $10. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

WED, JULY 22
B-LOVE’S HIP HOP JAZZY 

GROOVE: Featuring the 
talents of Ray Davis, a na-
tive Californian and Traci 

Bartlow. Free. 10:30 am. 
Sunset Park Playground 
(Sixth Ave. and 44th Street 
in Sunset Park), www.cit-
yparksfoundation.org. 

MUSIC, SOUL KHAN, DEUCE 
ELLIS, AND AMANI FELA: 
Free concert series by 
music label Paper Gardens. 
Free. 6–8 pm. Willoughby 
Plaza (Willoughby Street at 
Pearl Street in Downtown), 
www.donyc.com/brooklyn-
nights. 

TALK, “PERSON PLACE 
THING”: Emmy Award-
winning writer Randy 
Cohen hosts author Molly 
Haskell on his radio show 
that uncovers surprising 
stories from great talk-
ers. $5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

A DRINKING GAME NYC 
PRESENTS “THE SAND-
LOT”: Actors perform ’80s 
and ’90s cult classics for 
a live audience, with a list 
of buzz words and phrases 
that cause the audience 
— and the actors — to 
drink. $10. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THURS, JULY 23
MUSIC, THE JONES FAMILY 

SINGERS: Part of the 21st 
annual BAM R&B Music 
festival, which features a 
roster of both well-known 
and emerging musicians 
of R&B and world music. 
Free. Noon. MetroTech 
Commons [1 MetroTech 
Roadway at Lawrence 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
875–1780]. 

MUSIC, GOLD: “Live At the 
Archway” presents punk 
rock quartet Gold. Free. 6 
pm. Archway Plaza (Water 
Street between Anchorage 
Place and Adams Street 
in Dumbo). www.dumbo.
is/home 

FILM, “ATTACK THE 
BLOCK”: Syfy Movies with 
a View presents music at 
6 pm, with movies start-
ing at sundown. Free. 6 
pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Harbor View Lawn (Furman 
Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights), www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

THEATER, “A MIDSUMMER 
NIGHT’S DREAM”: Gallery 
Players presents Shake-
speare’s play about fairy 
king Theseus’ feud with his 
queen Titania. $18. 7:30 
pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 595-0547], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

MARTIN MCQUADE: Cel-
ebrating top hits from 
Bill Board, the crooner 
is joined by pianist Pete 
Sokolow. Free (dinner 
extra). 7 pm. Hunters 
Steak and Ale House (9404 
Fourth Ave. at  94th Street 
in Bay Ridge). 

TALK, BUZZFEED LIVE: With 
conversations with Jay 
Smooth, Guy Branum, Mia 
Alvar, Matt Ortile, and Kay 
Toal. Performances by Jo-
anna Borns, Tracy Clayton, 
and Matt Bellassai. $10 
($6 in advance). 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-

bellhouseny.com. 
“PLAYING FAVORITES”: 

A burlesque benefi t for 
Coney Island USA, hosted 
by Miss Coney Island 2011 
Lefty Lucy. $15. 8:30 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between 
W. 12th Street and Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

FRI, JULY 24
MARIKA HUGHES AND 

BOTTOM HEAVY: Funky 
instumentals and soul and 
blues songs. Free. 10:30 
am. Brower Park (Kingston 
Ave. and Brooklyn Avenue 
in Crown Heights), http;//
www.nycgovparks.org. 

TROMADANCE 2015 FILM 
FESTIVAL: This fi lm festival 
from the creators of “The 
Toxic Avenger” and “Nuke 
‘em High” offers a full pro-
gram of features and short 
fi lms from creators around 
the world. Free. 6–10 pm. 
The Paper Box [17 Meadow 
St. between Bogart and 
Waterbury streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 383–
3815], paperboxnyc.com. 

THEATER, “THE MUSIC 
MAN JR.”: Piper Theatre 
Workshops presents “The 
Music Man Jr.,” where 
fast-talking traveling sales-
man Harold Hill comes to 
town to organize a boys’ 
band but he doesn’t know 
a trombone from a treble 
clef. Free. 8 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, I KNOW YOU 
GOT SOUL DANCE 
PARTY: Funk and soul ap-
preciation dance party 
hosted by Bianca with DJ 
Pat, DJ Agent Trevor, and 
DJ Ben The Beyonder. 
Free. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

SAT, JULY 25
THEATER, PIPER YOUTH 

THEATER EXTRAVA-
GANZA: An all-day theater 
fest of kids with “Black-
white: The Adventures 
of Harap Alb” at 10 am, 
“Flash Gordon” at 11:30 
am, “One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest” at 1 pm, 
“Immigration Project” at 3 
pm, “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” at 4 pm, “Robin 
Hood and the Imaginary 
Arrow” at 6 pm, and “The 
Music Man Jr.” at 7:30 pm. 
Free. MS 51 Auditorium 
(350 Fifth Ave. at Fifth 
Street in Park Slope). www.
pipertheatre.org. 

MUSIC, THE BRIA SKON-
BERG QUINTET: Part of 
the outdoor concert se-
ries. Free. 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

HOT GLASS, COLD BEER: 
This Brooklyn Glass Studio 
Fundraiser features live 
glass blowing demonstra-
tions and cool refresh-
ments. $20. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Glass [142 13th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 569–
2110], brooklynglass.com. 

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

Genuine State O’Maine Mussels
$1.99 lb.

LOBSTERS 3  $39

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
All offers expire 7/27/15

F
O
R

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$2299

FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER

$1199

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPONWITH COUPON

Complete Menu Online: www.JordansLobster.com

 Full Service Travel Agency
 Bus Charters - 24 or 56 seats 
 Cruises & Vacation Packages
 International Airline Tickets

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net5 Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 5
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 Tours to Choose From

NEED A GETAWAY?

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE
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LEGAL NOTICE

SAVE 
MONEY

BY SHOPPING 
IN OUR 

CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 718-260-2555 TO ADVERTISE HERE
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How can 155, 886 
households in 
Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specifi c 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with 
CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510



COURIER LIFE, JULY 17–23, 2015 45  B GM BR

• ‘We are excited for the 
move and for everyone 
to come with us.’

• ‘Hats off to Pedro 
Perez.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Brooklyn high schools again 
produced some of the best 
teams in New York City. Abra-
ham Lincoln won another 
football city championship 
and South Shore fi nally took 
home an elusive girls’ basket-
ball crown. Fort Hamilton and 
Fontbonne Hall both snared 
their fi rst-ever girls’ volleyball 
titles at the highest classifi ca-
tion.  

Who were the top clubs in 
Kings County regardless of 
sport, and the best of them all? 
Sports editor Joseph Stasze-
wski gives you his picks for 
the best of the best for the 2014-
15 school year. 

The squads were selected 
keeping in mind their level of 
dominance in their sport, the 
level and diffi culty of any ti-
tle won, the historic nature of 
its season and quality of their 
overall year. Here is how the 
teams stacked up:

1. Abraham Lincoln foot-

ball (11–2)

For the second-straight 
year Railsplitters football 
earns this honor after taking 
another Public School Ath-
letic League football title. It 
was the fi rst time Lincoln won 
consecutive crowns. It did so 
by dominating the league’s 
best clubs along the way. The 
Coney Island school and star 
Luis Rodriguez beat Grand 
Street 27–0 in the semifi nals 
and bested rival Erasmus 13–6 
in the title game. 

2. South Shore girls’ bas-

ketball (23–5)

The Vikings squad was 
certainly in the running for 
the top spot on this list. South 
Shore fi nally got the monkey 
off its back this year by win-
ning the program’s fi rst Public 
School Athletic League Class 
AA city title. It was again the 
top seed and saw McDonald’s 
All-American Brianna Fraser 
become an unstoppable force 

in the postseason. It nearly 
knocked off Catholic league 
power Christ the King in the 
state semis. 

3. Fontbonne Hall girls’ 

volleyball (16–2)

Fontbonne Hall didn’t just 
end St. Francis Prep’s seven-
year reign atop Brooklyn-
Queens, it dominated the Ter-
riers this season. The Bonnies 
beat St. Francis three times 
after dropping the fi rst meet-
ing on its way to the program’s 
fi rst regular-season and dioc-
esan crowns behind stars Em-
ily Greenstein and Francesca 
Castellano.   

4. Fort Hamilton girls’ 

volleyball (13–1)

The Tigers squad fi nally 
put itself where it belonged 
— and at its fi rst opportu-
nity. Fort Hamilton, after two-
straight Class B crowns, took 
home the school’s fi rst Public 
School Athletic League Class 
A crown this season in con-
vincing fashion. Fort Hamil-
ton sent three players to Divi-

sion I colleges, including star 
Marlena Budna. 

5. Nazareth girls’ basket-

ball (11–19)

It wasn’t the title the Lady 
Kingsmen were hoping for 
when the season began, but 
players such as Niya Johnson 
and Erkyah Russell made the 
most of the situation after a 
tough regular season. It took a 
few wild comebacks along the 
way to allow Nazareth to bring 
home the Catholic and state 
Federation Class A crowns. 
It is the second Federation 
crown in school history.  

6. Xaverian boys’ basket-

ball (22–7)

Xaverian didn’t bring home 
a title this year, but did pro-
duce one of the best seasons 
in program history. The Clip-
pers tied a school record with 
22 wins. Xaverian reached its 
fi rst diocesan fi nal since 2010 
and were in the Catholic Class 
AA Intersectional title game 
for the fi rst time since 2005. 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Barclays Center is making 
its newest tenants feel right 
at home. 

Construction on the Is-
landers’ portion of the arena 
is still ongoing, but general 
manager Garth Snow and 
center Anders Lee got a pre-
view of the team’s locker 
room and facilities by Bar-
clays Center General Man-
ager Steve Rosebrook before 
the club’s Blue and White 
scrimmage on July 8. 

The tour showed off a 
space a bit more than half 
the size of a regulation rink 
across the building from the 
Nets campus, which will 
house the Islanders’ player 
lounge, training room, 
weight room, coaches’ of-
fi ces, and video room, among 
other amenities. 

“We loved playing in the 
[Nassau] Coliseum, but when 
you take this little tour, you’ll 
see what a fi rst-class facility 
is like,” Snow said. “We are 
excited to call this our new 
home.”

The space, which for now 
is still mostly bare walls, 
will feature state-of-the-art 
amenities that could allow 
players to stay comfortable 
for morning skate, and then 
the hours leading up to and 
after a game. Snow joked that 
players may not want to leave 
after the morning skate. 

“That’s a lot of time in the 
locker room area,” he said. 
“For us to make it this com-

fortable is a big plus for our 
organization and is big for 
our players.” 

The lounge will have 
plush couches, video-game 
systems and prepared food. 
The huge oval locker room 
will feature a smartboard 
that will give the players and 
coaches a chance to watch 
fi lms and implement strate-
gies between periods using 
the touchscreen. The space 
dwarfs what the Islanders 
enjoyed at the Nassau Coli-
seum. Construction is ex-
pected to be completed by 
August. 

Just seeing the space and 
renderings of what it will 
look like has Lee even more 
excited to call Brooklyn 
home. 

“Coming to a place like 
this is so state-of-the-art and 
ready to go, we are in the best 
locker room in the league,” 
Lee said. “It’s going to help 
us.”  

More than 6,300 fans 
showed up to get a taste of 
what to expect from the Is-
landers at its new home, 
watching a scrimmage of the 
club’s potential future stars, 
who played in the American 
Hockey League or college 
last season. 

The Blue team posted a 
5–3 victory with Sam Anas 
scoring twice. Anthony Beau-
villier had two goals for the 
White club and Joshua Ho-
Sang chipped in three assists.   

— Islanders center Anders Lee on the team’s 
move to Barclays Center

— Cyclones skipper Tom Gamboa on 
Perez, who knocked in the only two 

runs of the Clones’ victory on July 11

Continued on page 47 Continued on page 47

FREE SKATE: Future Islanders’ stars take part in the team’s annual 
Blue and White scrimmage at Barclays Center. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

ON THE MOVE: Lincoln’s Luis Rodriguez is on his way to one of his two 
touch downs in the championship game against Erasmus Hall on Dec. 10 
at Yankee Stadium. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Barclays treats Isles 
to 1st-class facilities

The year’s best in 
high school sports
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Cyclones 5
Hudson Valley 3
July 8 at Hudson Valley

David Thompson and Michael Ber-
nal combined for seven of the Cyclones’ 
10 hits in Brooklyn’s 5–3 win against 
Hudson Valley.

The fi rst-place Cyclones improved 
to 13–5 with the win.

Gaby Almonte improved to 2–1, 
giving up three runs in six-and-two-
thirds innings.

Brooklyn took advantage of some 
Hudson Valley mistakes.

Tucker Tharp walked and moved 
to second on a balk by Greg Maisto. 
Tharp scored when Thompson singled 
to left and Hudson Valley catcher Tay-
lor Hawkins committed an error.

The Cyclones scored a second run 
on an error by Hawkins, whose pickoff 
attempt in the fourth inning was off 
the mark.

Zach Mathieu drove in a run with 
a single and Manuel Hilario drove in 
a run with a force out, giving the Cy-
clones a 4–0 lead in the fourth.

A throwing error by Hilario made 
it 4–1, but Enmanuel Zabala’s run-
scoring single put Brooklyn up 5–1 in 
the fi fth.

The Renegades mounted a rally in 
the sixth. Jake Cronenworth’s run-
scoring single cut the lead to 5–2, and 
then with Craig Missigman on in re-
lief, a throwing error by Mathieu 
trimmed the lead to 5–3.

Missigman escaped further trou-
ble in the sixth and pitched a scoreless 
seventh.

P.J. Conlon pitched a 1-2-3 eighth 
and Alex Palsha pitched a 1-2-3 ninth 
to end the game. Palsha picked up his 
fourth save of the year.

Cyclones 1
Hudson Valley 0
July 9 at MCU Park

Blake Taylor, Andrew Church and 
Carlos Valdez combined to pitch a 
shutout in the Cyclones’ seven-inning, 
rain-shortened win against Hudson 
Valley to improve to 14–5.

Tucker Tharp’s run-scoring double 
in the third inning was all the support 
the Brooklyn pitchers would need.

Blake Taylor, who was acquired by 
the Mets in the Ike Davis trade with 
Pittsburgh, tossed three shutout innings 
in his fi rst appearance as a Cyclone. He 
threw 56 pitches, walking one, giving up 
one hit, and striking out three.

Hudson Valley starter Cameron 
Vargas didn’t fare as well. After get-
ting Tharp to ground out, Vinny Sie-
na’s line drive hit Vargas in the elbow 
and knocked him out of the game. Mi-
chael Velasquez replaced Vargas in 
the mound.

Brooklyn got on the board when 
Enmanuel Zabala led off with a single, 
advanced to second on a wild pitch and 

scored on Tharp’s double.
Andrew Church entered the game 

in the fourth. Also making his fi rst ap-
pearance as a Cyclone, Church pitched 
three shutout innings and picked up 
the win.

The Renegades almost got to Church 
in the sixth. Jake Cronenworth led off 
with a triple, but was stranded when 
Church induced a pop-up and back to 
back strikeouts.

Tom Gamboa called on Carlos Val-
dez to pitch the seventh. Alex Schmidt 
singled with two outs but was stranded 
when Valdez got Nic Wilson to strike 
out to end the inning.

It would be the last chance for Hud-
son Valley as the game was delayed 
and then called in the bottom of the 
seventh inning. Rain interfered with 
another Cyclones game although it 
meant Brooklyn only had to get 21 outs 
instead of 27.

Hudson Valley 6
Cyclones 5
July 11 at Hudson Valley

Mistakes cost the Cyclones in a 
hard-fought 12-inning loss to the Ren-
egades.

The game ended on a throwing er-
ror by David Thompson. With runners 
on fi rst and second, Thompson fi elded 
Angel Moreno’s bunt but threw the 
ball into left fi eld.

Cade Gotta, who led off with a sin-
gle, scored from second.

Nicco Blank dropped to 0–2. Blank 
allowed a single and a walk before the 
game-ending error.

Hudson Valley had the bases loaded 
in the seventh and ninth but couldn’t 
take advantage.

Brooklyn missed a chance to take 
the lead in the top of the inning. With 
runners on the corners, Michael Ber-

nal struck out and Tucker Tharp was 
picked off third to end the inning.

Bernal went hitless in six at-bats.
The Cyclones trailed 5–2 heading 

into the seventh before Zach Mathieu’s 
homer made it 5–3.

With runners on second and third, 
Tharp’s grounder to third scored Os-
wald Caraballo, and Matt Dacey’s 
throwing error let Pedro Perez come 
home with the tying run.

Dacey had a productive night at the 
plate against Matt Blackham. Dacey’s 
fi rst professional hit was a run-scor-
ing double in the fi rst, and he followed 
with another run-scoring double in 
the third.

Blackham gave up fi ve runs in four-
and-two-thirds innings. Ruben Reyes 
came in and settled down after allow-
ing an inherited runner to score.

Reyes and Christian Montgomery 
each pitched one-and-two-thirds in-
nings of scoreless ball.

Corey Taylor worked around a tri-
ple and two intentional walks to pitch 
a scoreless ninth.

Craig Missigman tossed two shut-
out innings, striking out the side in 
the 10th.

Tucker Tharp went four-for-six and 
Oswald Caraballo raised his average 
to .129 with a two-for-four night.

Cyclones 2
Aberdeen 1
July 11 at MCU Park

Kevin Canelon limited Aberdeen 
to one run on two hits over six-and-
one-third innings as the fi rst-place Cy-
clones improved to 15–6 with a 2–1 vic-
tory over the IronBirds.

Brooklyn scored both runs on Pe-
dro Perez’s two-run single in the sec-
ond. A key play in the inning was a 
double steal ordered by Tom Gamboa. 

With David Thompson on second and 
Brandon Brosher on fi rst, Zach Ma-
thieu worked the count full.

“It was a 3–2 count on Mathieu, and 
I knew with no doubt that they were 
throwing a breaking ball on 3–2 be-
cause Zach had looked bad at previ-
ous ones,” Gamboa said. “So we had 
an edge to start the runners on an 
off-speed pitch. And normally on 3–2, 
we’re running more often that we’re 
not.”

Because of the aggressive play, Per-
ez’s single scored two runs instead of 
one. What made the hit even better 
was who he did it in front of.

“Hats off to Pedro Perez,” Gamboa 
said. “His parents fl ew all the way 
from Colombia to see four games, and 
he got a hit last night and played great 
defense at fi rst base, so we played him 
again today and, lo and behold, he gets 
the game-winning hit.”

Canelon gave up a home run to 
Drew Turbin in the fourth. It would be 
the fi nal hit Canelon gave up.

After walking D.J. Stewart to lead 
off the seventh, Canelon fell behind 
designated hitter Randy Gassaway 3–0 
before getting him to fl y out to left.

Gamboa called on Carlos Valdez 
who recorded fi ve outs.

Alex Palsha set down Aberdeen in 
order in the ninth to pick up his fi fth 
save. He has not allowed a run in eight 
appearances this season. Palsha likes 
the responsibility of being the closer 
but acknowledged he’s not the only re-
liever having success.

“I feel like we have other pitchers 
that are dominant. Our whole bullpen 
has been lights-out.”

Aberdeen 9
Cyclones 3
July 12 at MCU Park

Tyler Badamo failed to make it out 
of the fi fth inning in the Cyclones’ 
blow-out loss to the IronBirds.

Aberdeen erased an early defi cit 
with three runs in the third and three 
more in the fi fth as Brooklyn commit-
ted fi ve errors in the ugly loss that 
manager Tom Gamboa chalked up to 
the rigors of playing everyday.

“They can’t all be good,” he said. 
“This was an ugly game kind of from 
the start.”

Entering Sunday’s game, right-
handed batters were three-for-36 
against Badamo but the baby Birds 
went three-for-11 against him, knock-
ing in runs with every drive.

Steve Laurino hit a solo homer off 
Badamo in the second to cut an early 
Cyclones’ lead to 2–1. Austin Pfeiffer’s 
double scored a run in the fi fth, and Al-
exander Lee’s two-run single knocked 
Badamo out of the game.

Aberdeen had taken the lead in the 
third on a two-run homer by Cedric 

Brooklyn’s home team swaps games with Renegades, IronBirds

BATTER UP: Pedro Perez knocked in the only two runs of the Clones’ victory on July 11.
 Photo by Steven Schnibbe

BUMPY RIDE FOR CLONES

Continued on page 47
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It lost hard fought games to 
two-time defending champion 
Christ the King in both.  

7. Poly Prep football (9–

1)

There wasn’t a title for in-
dependent Poly Prep to win, 
but the Blue Devils still de-
serve to be on this list af-
ter going 9–1 for the sec-
ond-straight year behind a 
dynamic running game. Poly 
won games by an average of 
23.7 points per contest, in-
cluding a 34–7 drubbing of 
the Hun School. Its only loss 
came when starting quarter-
back Chris Parker missed 
time with an injury.

8. St. Edmund girls’ bas-

ketball (17–4)

The crown was four years 
in the making for this senior 
group, gradually making its 
way to the top. St. Edmund 
won the Brooklyn-Queens Di-
vision II regular season title. It 

then beat two-time defending 
champion Bishop Kearney for 
it fi rst diocesan crown since 
2002. Alexandra Jacques and 
Company were better than St. 
Edmund’s Class B label. 

9. Franklin D. Roosevelt 

football (11–2)

Losing the fi rst two games 
of the season didn’t discourage 
the Cougars. The team went 
on to win 11-straight games 
on its way to securing the pro-
gram’s fi rst Public School Ath-
letic League Bowl champion-
ship. Franklin Roosevelt and 
running back Tristin Thomas 
avenged one of those losses by 
beating McKee-Staten Island 
Tech in the fi nal.   

10. Leon Goldstein fl ag 

football (11–2)

Goldstein made it perfectly 
clear that this was its year. 
The Dolphins, who lost in last 
season’s fi nal, campaigned 
undefeated in the regular sea-
son and remained dominant 
in the title game against two-
time defending champion Tot-
tenville. Goldstein cruised to 

a 32–13 win for its fi rst crown 
behind Nancy Palumbo and 
Emily Ourzdine.

Honorable mention:

Poly Prep wrestling, James 
Madison baseball, Eagle Acad-
emy II football, Thomas Jef-
ferson boys’ basketball, St. Ed-
mund softball, James Madison 
softball, Poly Prep softball.

C oach Melvin Marti-
nez certainly isn’t 
surprised by former 

player Dellin Betances’s 
success with the New York 
Yankees. 

The former Grand Street 
Campus star and current 
Yankees reliever was se-
lected for his second All-
Star game last week. Mar-
tinez and has family were 
jumping for joy hearing Be-
tances’s name called as part 
of the American League 
squad for the contest in Cin-
cinnati on July 14.

He helped surprise Be-
tances with a party in Feb-
ruary after a successful 
fi rst full year in the Major 
Leagues. Planning for a sec-
ond may need to start get-
ting underway.

“The way it’s going, I 
think it is going to have to 
become a yearly event,” 
Martinez said. 

The 27-year-old Betances 
allowed a walk and struck 
out a batter in an inning 
of work in the seventh in 
the American League’s 6–3 
victory over the National 
League on July 14 at Great 
American Ballpark.

The 27-year-old Betances, 
a right-handed fl ame-
thrower, began the year as 
the Yankees’ set-up man and 
took over the closer’s role 
when Andrew Miller went 
down with a strained fore-
arm on June 10. 

Betances has been lights-
out again this season. He 
has a 1.53 earned run aver-
age and 77 strikeouts. His 
strikeout rate is one of the 
best among relievers and he 
has converted seven of nine 
save opportunities.    

“You can certainly make 
the argument that Dellin 
has been the best reliever 
in all of baseball over the 
last two years,” said Yan-
kees manager Joe Girardi. 
“I certainly don’t take for 
granted having him at the 
back end of our bullpen.”

Martinez said Betances 
isn’t taking his all-star sta-
tus for granted either. 

“He always calls me to tell 

me, ‘Coach remind me how 
lucky I am,’ ” Martinez said. 

Betances is currently 
the best baseball player 
out of New York City since 
George Washington’s Manny 
Ramirez. He took part in the 
All-Star game with Yankees 
teammates Mark Teixeira 
and Brett Gardner.

There is no reason why 
Betances can’t be the next 
permanent Yankees closer, 
succeeding the legendary 
Mariano Rivera in the job. 
It is the role Martinez said 
his former player is best 
suited for, and now has the 
experience and confi dence 
take on. What better way 
to make Betances’s success 
story that much more of a 
storybook tale?

Martinez used Betances 
as an example to his young 
players of where hard work 
and a little talent can get 
you. The former Wolves 
pitcher spent more than 
eight seasons in the minor 
leagues before fi nally get-
ting the call up to the big 
leagues. He hasn’t looked 
back since.

“We are very proud of 
him” Martinez said. “We, 
the coaches at Grand Street 
Campus, we knew how 
good Dellin was because he 
was one of ours. Now he is 
showing for everyone in the 
whole wide world to see that 
he is for real.” 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

SUPER STAR: South Shore’s Brian-
na Fraser shoots a jumper during 
the PSAL Class AA girls’ basketball 
championship on March 13. 
 Photo by Robert Cole 

HOCKY HANGOUT: The Islanders’ new locker room at Barclays Center 
will be slick as ice. New York Islanders

Stars align for 
Betances with 
the Yankees

Continued from page 45 
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The contest was techni-
cally the franchise’s fi rst game 
with Barclays Center as its 
home. The club plays its fi rst 
preseason game as tenants on 
Sept. 21 versus the Flyers, and 
open the season in Brooklyn 
against the defending Stanley 
Cup champion Chicago Black-
hawks on Oct. 9.

“We are excited for the 
move and for everyone to come 
with us,” Lee said. “It’s going 
to be a great year and we look 
forward to it.”

Continued from page 45 
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Mullins that was deposited in 
the right-fi eld bleachers.

Badamo gave up seven runs 
(six earned) on eight hits in 
four-and-two-thirds innings 
while walking three and strik-
ing out six.

Gamboa, known for his 
salty language, noted that Ba-
damo’s location was off.

“He was in the middle of the 
plate and they hit the s--- out of 
the ball,” he said. “There were 
no cheapies in there.”

Nicco Blank came on in re-
lief and held Aberdeen to two 
runs (one earned) in three-
and-one-third inning, but it 
took 59 pitches to get 10 outs 
and Gamboa is concerned 
with the wildness of the re-

liever who has walked 10 bat-
ters in 11 innings.

“You can’t pitch like that,” 
he said. “I said ‘You’re making 
it very diffi cult for me to pitch 
you in a game that’s close, 
because I never know when 
you’re going to walk people.’ ”

The manager was also 
making changes in a lineup 
that has been struggling to 
score runs. Brandon Brosher, 
who drove in a run with a dou-
ble, batted cleanup on July 13. 
Branden Kaupe was at short 
instead of Alfredo Reyes.

“We’d like to see one of 
them start hitting,” Gamboa 
said. “Kaupe’s not hitting ei-
ther. We’ve got to get some of-
fense out of that position.”

Although Reyes’ defense 
has improved, he ended the 
weekend with a .145 batting 
average and the contempt of 

his manager.
“He just takes too big a 

swing at the plate,” said the 
Clones skipper. “And he’s 
very stubborn because he just 
won’t seem to make an adjust-
ment and now it’s really hurt-
ing him. I mean .145, it’s less 
than his weight.”

For the record, Reyes is 
listed at 160 pounds.

There aren’t a lot of high 
averages on the team other 
than Vinny Siena’s .367. En-
manuel Zabala is batting .200 
and Oswald Caraballo is at 
.108 after going hitless in four 
at-bats.

Gamboa knows for the fi rst-
place Cyclones to continue 
winning, the offense will need 
to contribute more.

“There’s no possible way to 
sustain what we’re doing if we 
don’t start hitting.”

Continued from page 46 

CYCLONES



















56    COURIER LIFE, JULY 17–23, 2015 B GM BR

TUES. JULY 21st

BROOKLYN –
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Cafe

7717 Third Avenue

WED. JULY 22nd

BROOKLYN –
PARK SLOPE
3 PM & 7 PM

The Montauk Club
25 Eighth Avenue

THUR. JULY 23rd

BROOKLYN –
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Buckley’s

2926 Avenue S

We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, 

and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com


