
Month xx–xx, 2015

Your Neighborhood — Your News®July 19, 2015

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 11

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COMA CNG Publication

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
The Canarsie History Mu-
seum, a one-man traveling 
stockpile of photographs, 
 artifacts , and anecdotes de-
tailing the many twists and 
turns of the area’s past, is 
no more. 

Ramon Martinez — the 
museum’s creator, curator, 
and proprietor — has shut 

its doors, given away its 
collection, and moved away 
from his beloved stomp-
ing ground. His singular 
passion for the history of 
his adopted neighborhood 
turned out to be a bit too 
unique.

“What hurts the most 
is how Canarsie is today,” 
said Martinez. “I wanted to 

let these people who came 
to Canarsie 15 or 20 years 
ago know how great it was, 
but I think the people who 
live there now don’t care 
about Canarsie. The people 
that did are gone.”

For 15 years, Martinez 
channeled a fascination 
with Canarsie that bor-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The city should tell tourist helicop-
ters to buzz off, say Brooklyn water-
front residents who are cheering a 
new campaign by local lawmakers 
to jettison the joyrides.

City councilmembers are draft-
ing a bill that would ban the tours 
from taking off from a city-owned 
Manhattan heliport directly across 
from Brooklyn Heights, and lo-
cals —  who have long complained  
about  the sound of eggbeaters hov-
ering over the East River  — say the 
news is music to their ears.

“So many people in this neigh-
borhood talk to each other about 
the noise, and everybody just hates 
it,” said Rick Elkins, a graphic de-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
They are images that bear 
watching.

Pictures of Romanian 
dancers dressed in bear 
skins are currently on dis-
play in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, as part of “The 
Fence,” a photo installation 
that stretches from Jane’s 
Carousel to Pier 5. The Wil-

liamsburg photographer 
who documented the tradi-
tional dance said that she 
hopes the exhibit — which 
will also show in Boston, 
Atlanta, and Houston — 
will help bring awareness 
to her subject.

“One of the reasons I 
did this project is to bring 

Continued on page 8
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

This is a show to sprint to!
Sneaker fans can get their 

kicks at a new Brooklyn Museum 
exhibit devoted to athletic shoes 
and the people who love them. 
The designer of “Out of the Box: 
the Rise of Sneaker Culture” said 
that Brooklyn is the perfect spot 
to launch the traveling show. The 

borough’s reputation, she said, 
matches the urban and mascu-
line nature of sneaker culture. 

“It’s infused with a very se-
ductive hyper-masculinity,” said 
Elizabeth Semmelhack, the de-
signer of the exhibit. “There’s a 
toughness and authenticity that 
comes out of Brooklyn that just 

Continued on page 6
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

A dying tradition Canarsie museum is history
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HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 
hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
 Jonathan Dorado

(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING BROOKLYN AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7
New Car Look””

Let us Give your Car that

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

Limited Time offer

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
Mon.–Fri., 7:30am-6pm
Saturday, 9am-3pm

OPEN 
6 DAYS

Auto Dent

718–854–7900
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Marine Park
Soccer

Fall 2015 Co-ed 
Ages 4-18

Registration:
AYSO266.org

Fees
July $115 / Aug. $140

Includes jersey, short, socks, trophy, yearbook, 
insurance, 10 weeks of soccer and great memories. 

Season starts Sept 12!!! Registration ends Aug 15.
Must be 4 years old by August 3

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
He is seeking greener pastures.

A Park Slope farmer who has long fur-
nished Brooklyn with grass-fed beef is now 
looking to supply the borough with grass.

The former head-honcho of high-end 
Slope meat market Fleisher’s is now in 
the medicinal weed business, and recently 
signed a lease on a building in Greenwood 
Heights, where he hopes to open one of the 
city’s fi rst pot dispensaries next year. 

“I live in Brooklyn, and I felt as though 
it would be a good place for our headquar-
ters,” said Mark Justh, who is the chief ex-
ecutive offi cer of prospective pot-slinger 
Mindful Medical New York, and still raises 
all the pigs and some of the cows for Fleish-
er’s stores on his farm near Syracuse up-
state. 

Mindful Medical, which runs dispensa-
ries in Colorado, is one of 43 of companies 
vying for one the state’s fi rst fi ve licenses 
to grow and distribute medical marijuana 
in New York. If it scores one of the coveted 
pot permits, the company plans to open a 
pharmacy and headquarters at 800 Third 
Ave., between 27th and 28th street, near In-
dustry City. 

Justh, a former banker who has been 
farming livestock since 2008 and was the 
chief executive offi cer of Fleisher’s until 
earlier this year, said he joined the com-
pany this spring after it approached him 
about growing prescription dope on his 
property. He said blazing a trail in New 
York’s budding medical Mary Jane indus-
try appealed to him as both a farmer and 
an entrepreneur. 

“I’ve always been interested in new ap-
plications for agriculture,” said Justh. “I 
found it intellectually interesting, and 
there is also a massive unmet need in the 
state.”

Justh, who splits his time between his 
home in Park Slope and his farm, said he 
is already speaking with local offi cials to 
make sure his prospective organic phar-
macy will not harsh Greenwood Heights’ 
mellow.

“Let’s be very clear that Brooklyn is my 

home,” said Justh. “It’s super important to 
me that this go well.”

The quiet nabe is unlikely to be overrun 
with reefer madness. New York’s new med-
ical marijuana laws — considered some 
of the strictest in the country — will only 
allow distributors to dole out cannabis ex-
tracts, such as oils and capsules, rather 
than smokeable buds or edibles like hash 
brownies. Card-carrying medical mari-
juana patients will be the only people al-
lowed to step foot in the facilities, and 
those prescriptions are hard to come by — 
they’re only available to folks with serious 
conditions including cancer, Parkinson’s, 
and multiple sclerosis.

Justh’s outfi t is not the only company 
hoping to open a pot dispensary in Brook-
lyn. In June, Long Island’s Palliatech, 
which slings medical weed in Washington, 
 inked a lease in second-fl oor unit on Fulton 
Mall Downtown .

Albany is expected to name the fi ve 
permit recipients later this month. Each 
company will be allowed to open four dis-
pensaries around the state, and can begin 
operating in January next year. 

Slope rancher wants to open pot 
dispensary in Greenwood Heights

BRINGING HOME THE BACON: Mark Justh, the 
former head of Fleisher’s Pasture-Raised Meats, 
is hoping to head up a new medical marijuana 
company in Brooklyn. Fleisher’s

Farm-aceuticals

FROM BATS TO BLUNTS: Mindful Medical New York, a medical marijuana company vying for a state 
license, has leased this building in Greenwood Heights as a possible location for a Brooklyn medical 
weed pharmacy. Photo by Steve Schnibbe
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
These gamers are now in a league 
of their own.

A new competitive video-
game league gave Brooklyn gam-
ers a taste of what it’s like to play 
on the big screen at Regal Sheep-
shead Bay Stadium 14 Movie The-
ater on July 7.

 Super League Gaming  has 
devised a way to rig game serv-
ers to allow up to 100 gamers in 
the theater to all play together 
on the same local network, with 
each player using their personal 
laptop to play in the first-person, 
while the movie screen offers ev-
eryone a third-person overview 
of the whole game. 

The league does offer backup 
computers for those who may 
have forgotten theirs, but play-
ers are expected to bring their 
own gear. 

“The theaters are the field for 
our gaming league,” said Brett 
Morris, the creator of the league, 
which held a showcase of the 
technology at the Sheepshead 
Bay cinema. “Much like a volley-
ball court or a basketball court, 
now your court for gaming is the 
theater itself.” 

The plan for Super League 
Gaming is to have a full six-
week season starting on Sept. 
15, according to Morris with 
teams meeting on Monday, Tues-
day, or Wednesday to play — not 
only against each other, but also 
against teams all around the 
country. And Stadium 14 would 
be Brooklyn’s home court, host-
ing each meet up. And Stadium 
14 would be Brooklyn’s home 
court, hosting each meet up. 

 “This Regal here in particu-
lar has been super great in ac-
tually wanting to participate 
and getting more involved in the 
league,” Morris said. 

Parents and kids alike turned 
out to play the wildly popular 
“Minecraft” — a building game 
that offers a creative mode, in 
which players can design their 
own worlds, and a competitive 
survival mode, not unlike the 
“Hunger Games.” 

“My daughter loves ‘Mine-
craft’ and it’s pretty cool that we 
get to play it on a big screen, so 
she’s excited,” said Gary Encar-
nacion, who was spending some 
quality time with his little girl, 
Sophia. 

Even hardcore gamers came 
out to try and best one another. 
Screams of “Who killed me?” and 
snarky retorts of, “It was me!” 

echoed through the darkened 
theater. 

Competitive gaming has be-
come a big business and a specta-
tor sport, with some gamers mak-
ing a living from prize money 
won at tournaments organized 
by  Major League Gaming  that fill 
arenas and charging players as 
much as $290 to participate.

Super League Gaming is much 
more reasonably priced, charging 
just $20 to play in its “Mincraft” 
games — less than Major League 
Gaming charges for a spectator 
pass. But that’s the point, accord-
ing to Morris.

“There’s no league that exists 
for gamers today unless you’re a 
professional at the serious level 
of Major League Gaming,” said 
Morris. “So to become the mi-
nor league of gaming is where we 
want to be.” 

Christopher Bilgore, a regu-
lar “Minecraft” player, said he 

planned on signing up in the fall 
for the full gaming season. 

“It’s cool and it’s exciting. I’ve 
never gotten to do anything like 
this,” he said. 

But more than just creating a 
fun atmosphere for gamers, or a 
new avenue for parents to relate 
to their kids, Super League looks 
to give gamers a sense of camara-
derie. 

“Giving the kids and young 
adults a sense of belonging as a 
gamer is the key here,” said Mor-
ris.

The league currently only of-
fers “Minecraft,” but has plans to 
branch into others — including 
“Clash of Clans,” “League of Leg-
ends,” and “Starcraft” — depend-
ing on fan demand.

Players can sign up for the 
fall season, and vote for the next 
game the league will host, at the 
Super League Gaming website  su-
perleague.com .

BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
I scream, you scream, we all 
scream for … boxing? 

Four Brooklyn boxers 
took over Blue Marble Ice 
Cream in Cobble Hill to cel-
ebrate National Creative 
Ice Cream Flavor Day while 
meeting and posing for pic-
tures with fans. 

“My family and I love ice 
cream, so I was glad that I got 
to bring them out as well,” 
said Brownsville boxer 
Danny “The Miracle Man” 
Jacobs. “My fl avor was my 
top choice out of all the cre-
ative fl avors though, so I’m 
very happy,” he said of “The 
Miracle Midnight Cookie 
Man.” 

Blue Marble, which con-
cocted a range of new fl avors 
for the local pugilists, was de-
lighted to host the event. 

“As Brooklyn entrepre-
neurs, we are especially 
proud to take part in honor-
ing these Brooklyn boxers 
who have achieved interna-
tional recognition in their 
fi eld,” said Jennie Dundas, 
co-founder of Blue Marble 
Ice Cream.

Jacobs will be defend-
ing his Middleweight World 
Champion title against Ser-
gio “The Latin Snake” Mora 
at Barclays Center on Aug. 
1 — the same night that 
Bensonhurst’s Paulie “The 
Magic Man” Malignaggi 

will make his long-awaited 
return to the ring.

Malignaggi was there 
showing off his new fl avor as 
well, “Magic Peanut Butter 
Paulie.” 

“Any ice cream in the sum-
mer time is great ice cream, 
so no complaints there,” said 
Malignaggi. “The ‘Magic 
Peanut Butter Paulie’ was de-
licious.”

Gerritsen Beach native 
Heather “The Heat” Hardy 
and Brownsville’s Travis 
“The Notorious” Peterkin 
also tasted their new fl avors. 

“ ‘Feel The Heat’ was so 
good. They put cinnamon in it 
for me, and I put cinnamon on 
everything, so it was great,” 
said Hardy of her fl avor. 

“ ‘The Notorious Butter-
peterkin’ was defi nitely my 
favorite creative fl avor. It 
tastes great, and because of 
this, I’ll be sparring about 10 
rounds today and doing some 
extra running later tonight,” 
said Peterkin.

All four fi ghters will be 
burning a lot of calories 
on Aug. 1, since they’re all 
slated to fi ght in the Premier 
Boxing Champions card at 
Barclays — which is even 
more special for them since 
all four are locals. 

“Being on this card is a 
huge deal for me, I was born 
and raised in Brooklyn,” said 
Peterkin. 

Competitive video-game league comes to S’head Bay 

THE GANG’S ALL HERE: Brooklyn boxers Travis Peterkin, Paulie Malig-
naggi, Daniel Jacobs, and Heather Hardy helped create their own ice 
cream fl avors at Blue Marble for National Creative Ice Cream Flavor 
Day on July 1 ahead of their bouts at Barclays Center on Aug. 1.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

GLUED TO THE SCREENS: (Above) Members of Super League Gaming gather to play 
“Minecraft” at the Sheepshead Bay movie theater on individual laptops. (Below) The 
big screen provides a third-person view of the game. Photos by Joseph Altobelli

MASSIVELY MULTI-PLAYER

Brooklyn’s boxers 
take a licking at 
ice-cream event
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The city must redesign the 
streets around Barclays 
Center to make them safer, 
Borough President Adams 
demanded on Tuesday after 
a driver fatally plowed into 
a cyclist on Fourth Avenue 
near Flatbush avenue the 
day before.

The Beep warned that 
if the city doesn’t make im-
provements soon, more trag-
edies will follow.

“This car part is replace-
able — the life that we lost 
here is not replaceable,” 
Adams said at the scene of 
the crash, as he held aloft 
a chunk of a car’s bumper 
that he had plucked from the 
ground. 

The lethal collision hap-
pened on the morning of 
July 13 as part of a multi-car 
pileup that also put several 
others in the hospital, police 
said. 

The driver of a sports 
utility vehicle fi rst struck a 
car that had stopped at a red 
light at Dean Street, before 
continuing down Fourth Av-
enue, jumping a cement me-
dian, and crashing into the 
cyclist, according to police. 
The motorist then went on 
in the direction of Barclays 
Center, broad-siding a sec-
ond car, barrelling through 
the pedestrian plaza be-
tween Atlantic and Flat-
bush avenues, before fi nally 
careening to a stop on Flat-
bush Avenue, according to a 
report.

Emergency responders 
declared the cyclist dead at 
the scene, and transported 
six other drivers and pas-
sengers to New York Meth-
odist Hospital, police said.

Local cyclists widely con-
sider the area around the 
Rust Bowl — which includes 
several major intersections, 

heavy traffi c, and no bike 
lanes — to be a hair-rais-
ing ride. Thirty-six vehicles 
have crashed at the intersec-
tion of Flatbush and Atlan-
tic avenues so far this year, 
while 23 have collided at the 
intersection of Flatbush and 
Fourth avenues,  according 
to police data .

The city  is in the process 
of redesigning a long stretch 
of Fourth Avenue from At-
lantic Avenue to 15th Street 
as part of a $250-million 
overhaul of treacherous 
thoroughfares across New 
York . But its plans for that 
particular project remain 
light on details or a time-
line, and the Beep called 
on the city’s Department of 
Transportation to get its as-
phalt together in light of this 
week’s accident. The agency 
said only that it is “hard at 
work” on the fi x-up.

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

Continued on page 6

Beep calls for safer roads after crash

AFTERMATH: Debris lies in the street on Monday morning following a multi-car crash that killed a 
bicyclist and sent three people in the hospital. Photo by Mark Mellone

FIX F’BUSH  

THE PROCESS  
IS QUICK,  

EASY,  
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS

Serving the 
community for  
over 50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
Visit us online or
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

$50 . 

OFF
WHEN YOU MENTION 

BKWP

There’s still time to register  
your child for one of SASF’s  

outstanding FREE summer camps! 

For more information or to find the camp nearest you,  
call 347.417.8155, email summerinfo@sasfny.org or go to www.sasfny.org

SASF’s Summer Camps provide enriching, high-quality sports,  

arts, and academic programming to students throughout NYC
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics
 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation
 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services
 Ultrasound Guided Injections
 Nutrition Counselling
 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY MAX JAEGER
They’re worried a rot-
ten apple would spoil the 
bunch.

The city set back Green-
Wood Cemetery’s plan to 
restore the landmarked 
Weir Greenhouse in Sun-
set Park because a boxy 
building proposed for an 
adjacent lot would have 
overshadowed the glassy 
historic hothouse.

Green-Wood wants to 
return the former fl orist 
shop on Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street to its 1895 con-
dition and build a three-
story educational and 
community space next 
door. But the Landmarks 
Preservation Commis-
sion, which must approve 
alterations to land-marked 
buildings, buried Green-
Wood’s plan because it 

didn’t like the educational 
center’s height and facade.

“My problem — and it’s 
kind of a signifi cant one — 
is the building backdrop 
behind it,” said commis-
sioner Frederick Bland. 
“The [proposed] building 
is just a hodgepodge of 
many, many, many differ-
ent things.”

Landmarks are des-
ignated by city lot, and 
Green-Wood’s architects 
sited a portion of the ed-
ucational center on the 
greenhouse’s land-marked 
lot — giving the commis-
sion jurisdiction over the 
new building and allow-
ing it to uproot the whole 
plan.

“It’s a weird condition 
that we have control over,” 
Bland said.

Green-Wood’s archi-

tects will have to revise 
plans for the proposed ed-
ucational center before re-
turning to the commission 
for approval.

Representatives from 
Green-Wood declined to 
comment.

Area fl orist James Weir 
Jr. built the glasshouse — 
designed by George Cur-
tis Gillespie — in 1895, 
according to information 
from the commission.

The Weir family sold 
to the greenhouse to the 
McGovern family in 1971 
when the latter affixed its 
name to the glass dome, 
property records show. But 
the structure went to seed 
under its new owners, fall-
ing into disrepair by the 
time Green-Wood bought 
it in 2012. The cemetery 
spent the last three years 

shoring up the structure’s 
guts ahead of planned ex-
terior renovations.

Green-Wood hired his-
toric-restoration architec-
ture fi rm Page Ayres Cow-
ley to design the restored 
greenhouse and adjacent 
new buildings. The fi rm 
also worked on restora-

tions at the New York Bo-
tanical Garden and the 
Fulton Center, according 
to its website.

The Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission is 
often a mediator between 
two design mentalities — 
shiny, contemporary de-
sign and preservationist-

favored brick and stone 
buildings. But in this 
case, a new-fangled, win-
dow-heavy look would jibe 
well with the century-old 
greenhouse, Bland said.

“If there’s ever a place 
for a glass building — 
in my judgement — this 
would be it,” he said.

Rejects plan to build near historic greenhouse

REGROWTH: Architects for Green-Wood Cemetery envision the restored McGovern-Weir Greenhouse 
surrounded by new buildings that house archives and educational space. Page Ayres Cowley Architects

City to Green-Wood: 
‘Weir’ not with you
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“DOT is taking a close look at 
this challenging and complex area 
to provide safety enhancements 
for all users,” said spokeswoman 
Gloria Chin.

To illustrate the many dangers 
that bicyclists in the area face, Ad-
ams prefaced his Tuesday press 
conference by leading a procession 
of journalists in a ride from Bor-
ough Hall to the site of the crash. 

Thirty seconds into the journey, a 
pickup truck nearly collided with 
Adams, who wore a white polo 
shirt emblazoned with his job title 
on the back. He also pointed the 
finger at a pair of trucks parked 
in the Schermerhorn Street bike 
lane.

“That’s part of the problem,” he 
said.

Police have not made any ar-
rests in Monday’s crash, but said 
they are still investigating. 

Authorities have not yet re-
leased the name of the victim.

ders on obsession into trying to get 
his ode to the neighborhood, his mu-
seum and his annual history fairs, 
off the ground. He spent more than 
$10,000 of his own money to purchase 
old photographs and local relics off 
of eBay, and transport his traveling 
exhibit to different locations. Marti-
nez applied for grants and registered 
for non-profi t status. He offered to 
lecture at area schools. He wrote let-
ters to every elected offi cial and poli-
tician in Canarsie, but only a couple 
ever lent any support. 

Council Member Alan Maisel (D–
Canarsie) got Martinez $5,000 of fund-
ing for the museum, and worked with 
him to get a space at the local Amer-
ican Legion Hall, but Martinez said 
the space would have needed more 
than $50,000 dollars in renovations, 
so it never came to pass. The coun-
cilmember said he was disappointed 
Martinez’s efforts came to naught.

“It always comes down to money,” 
said Maisel. “If you’re trying to do it 
yourself, it makes it all the more dif-
fi cult.  But he was very dedicated. 
His intentions were noble and pure. 
It was a wonderful thing for the kids 
and it’s a great loss.”

Martinez, perhaps surprisingly, 
wasn’t born in Canarsie, nor did he 
grow up there. Born in Connecticut, 
his family moved to East New York 
when he was a child. He bought his 
fi rst house on E. 95th Street in 1999 
at the age of 25. But as soon as he got 
there, his love affair with the area 
and its history blossomed.

“The minute I got to Canarsie I felt 
this connection unlike anything I’d 
ever felt before,” Martinez said. “It’s a 

fascinating place. It changed so many 
times and so often. Every time I do a 
little bit of research I fi nd something 
else about it.”

Getting to know an elderly neighbor 
helped ignite the fl ame, and encoun-
ters with other neighborhood seniors 
poured fuel on the fi re. Martinez used 
his job as a retail manager at a nearby 
Marshalls to interact with Canarsie’s 
old guard.

“I would stop my car if I was driv-
ing and I saw a senior citizen,” said 
Martinez. “If I saw an older person 
at Marshalls, I’d strike up a conver-
sation. They want to talk about it as 
soon as they see you have an interest 
in a place they love.”

Martinez was never particularly 
interested in history as a young 
man, but he began spending free 
time at the library, reading vora-
ciously about the area’s history. 

Unfortunately, his passion for 
Canarsie did not resonate with other 
neighborhood newbies. 

Turnout at his annual fairs was 
low. He staged them at different loca-
tions every year to try to generate new 
interest, but  the only year he had a siz-
able turnout was in 2009, right after he 
published “Canarsie: The Real History 
Behind Brooklyn and New York.”  

But then Martinez mailed the 
book to the principal of every school 
in Canarsie, and offered to come to 
do a free exhibit and lecture. None of 
them called him back.

Martinez held his last fair in 
June of 2014, and instead focused on 
producing   a documentary called “A 
Walk Through Canarsie,” detailing 
the area’s past as a seaside resort 
community . But even that failed to 
generate much lasting local inter-
est.

When Martinez fi nally decided 
to pack it in, he drove around Ca-
narsie, giving back most of the ar-
tifacts or photographs that people 
had donated. What he could not 
give back, he gave to a local fi re-
house, because he thought those 
things should stay in Canarsie.

Just over a month ago, Martinez 
sold his house and moved to Geor-
gia, seeking better schools for his 
daughters. But Canarsie’s Quixotic 
chronicler said he probably would 
have stayed put if the museum had 
taken off. 

His hardships with the museum 
may have caused him heartache, but 
Martinez doesn’t regret any of it.

“I would do it again,” said Marti-
nez. “I enjoyed the experience, and 
the knowledge that I gained and that 
I gave to others.  Those few people 
who came to the fairs and learned, it 
was worth it.”

speaks to people globally.”
And the poster shoe of 

the exhibit is the Air Jor-
dan I, named after Brook-
lyn-born basketball icon 
Michael Jordan. The shoe 
appears on all of the exhib-
it’s posters and ads

“Air Jordans are so 
central to sneaker cul-
ture, they’re in every city 
around the world, and I 
think the fact that he’s a 
Brooklyn native is fantas-
tic,” said Semmelhack. 

The Brooklyn Museum 
has explored shoe culture 
before —  a 2014 exhibit ex-
plored the history of high 
heels  — and Semmelhack, 
who is the senior curator of 
the Bata Shoe Museum in 
Toronto, says that covering 
sneakers is a natural next 
step.

“How could I not do 
sneakers?” she said. “I 
think that there’s no ar-
gument that sneakers and 
sneaker culture has been 
so important to culture for 
the last 50 years.”

Visitors will only need 
a sneak peek to discover 
that the sneaker’s history 
runs all the way back to the 
19th century. The show has 
placards overfl owing with 
information to separate 
shoes designed for differ-
ent sports, including bas-
ketball, tennis, and track 
and fi eld, and fl atscreen 
TVs show each type of shoe 

in action. 
“There’s a sneaker for 

everyone in here,” Semmel-
hack said. 

The Brooklyn stop of the 
tour has one unique feature 
that will not recur at other 
locations: designer sneak-
ers dangling from wires 
above the heads of museum 
visitors. The display is a 
nod to the urban tradition 
of hanging shoes on a tele-
phone line. 

“It’s kind of a fun, 
quasi-provocative, design 
element that we added to 
our presentation here,” 
said Brooklyn Museum 
curator Lisa Small. “We 
were thinking about ways 
that sneakers are seen in 
culture today and if you 
live in an urban environ-
ment, I’m sure that some 
time or another you have 
seen sneakers hanging 
over wire.” 

Small wants the exhibit 
to educate people on both 
sneaker culture and ur-
ban culture, and to quell 
any negative connotations 
associated with the cul-
tures. 

“Out of the Box: the 
Rise of Sneaker Culture” 
at Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000, 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org]. On display until Oct. 
4. Open Wed 11 am–6 pm; 
Thu, 11 am–10 pm, Fri–
Sun, 11 am–6 pm; Mon, 
Tue, closed. $16 suggested 
donation.

Continued from cover

SNEAKERS

Continued from cover

CANARSIE
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GETTING HER KICKS: A visitor checks out some of the sneakers 
on display in the entryway of the exhibit.  Photo by Joseph Altobelli

CRASH
Continued from page 4

BIKE THE TALK: Borough President Ad-
ams biked from Borough Hall to the site 
of a fatal crash that killed a cyclist to call 
for increased road safety measures. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini 

LABOR OF LOVE: Ramon Martinez will 
no longer be educating local youngsters 
about Canarsie’s history. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 
400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 
neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-
tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 
operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 
the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 
saving thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 
works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to 
notice an unexpected result of space travel: 
Astronauts that left with back pain would come 
back without it. After investigated this now 
phenomenon here’s what they found: During 
the anti-gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you 
travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All 
the pressure is taken off your spine and discs. 
Even better — and this is the key — a negative 
pressure is created. This negative pressure 
actually sucks the herniated material back into 
the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have 
a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has doc-
umented success with are back pain, sciatica, 
herniated and/or bulging discs (single or multi-
ple), degenerative disc disease, facet syndromes 
and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 
an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 
Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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more visibility to the tra-
dition, and I thought hav-
ing it on these fences in 
four cities would get it a lot 
of foot traffi c,” said Diana 
Zeyneb Alhindawi, who 
will participate in a guided 
tour of “The Fence” on July 
23. “It’s a tradition of and 
for the people, and so it’s 
fi tting that people will see 
it in the same way it’s per-
formed.”

Alhindawi, a former hu-
manitarian aid worker who 
recently won a prestigious 
award for her  photography 
work in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo , would 
like to preserve the tradition, 
which she said is limited to 
a handful of towns and vil-
lages in Romania’s Trotus 
valley, where she grew up.

“As a child, I loved 

watching the bear danc-
ers that visited my grand-
parents’ home every year 
around the holidays,” she 
said. “I thought that giv-
ing it a bit more notoriety 
by documenting it and per-
haps making it more vis-
ible to the outside world 
might somehow help to 
keep it alive.”

“The Fence” is a project 
of United Photo Industries, 
a Dumbo art gallery that 
selected 40 artists to show 
their work on the 1,250-foot 
display. Each artist has six 
photographs on the fence, 
and the jury picked appli-
cants based in part on who 
managed to best tell a story 
with just six images, said 
Laura Roumanos, the gal-
lery’s executive director.

Alhindawi, whose pho-
tos are on a section of the 
fence close to Pier 5, said 
that the bear dance troupes 
gave her access they may 

not have given to a photog-
rapher without her ties to 
the region. The photos show 
a tradition that, never wide-
spread even in its prime, 
is beginning to disappear 
as young people leave the 
country looking for work. 
And the bear skins, pains-
takingly maintained over 
the years, can fetch up to 
$2,000, giving broke danc-
ers a short-term incentive 
to unload the heirlooms.

Alhindawi, the show’s 
curators, and some of the 
other featured photogra-
phers will discuss their 
work during a guided tour 
of the fence. The photos can 
also be seen whenever the 
park is open, from now un-
til Sept. 20.

“The Fence” tour, start-
ing at Jane’s Carousel in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park (at 
the end of Old Dock Street 
in Dumbo, fence.photoville.
com.) July 23 at 6 pm. Free.

signer who works from his 
home in the Heights. “Sit-
ting at my desk, I can hear 
the helicopters even though 
I’m a couple blocks inland.” 

The city  already banned 
sightseeing helicopters from 
fl ying over Brooklyn in 2010 , 
but local lawmakers say the 
residents are still plagued 
by the rotorcraft racket on 
the river. 

“The negative contribu-
tion of tourist helicopters to 
air quality and noise is well 
documented, and has — for 
many years — been a real 
problem for New Yorkers,” 
said Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Red Hook), 
who is spearheading the 
push, which fellow Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Brook-
lyn Heights) says he will 
support.

Five chopper companies 
launch around 40,000 tour-
ist fl ights each year — about 
110 a day — from the Down-
town Manhattan Heliport, 
according to industry boost-
ers who have pledged to fi ght 
the bill. They claim banning 
the tourist fl ights would cost 
200 New Yorkers their jobs 
and take tens of millions of 
dollars out of city coffers.

“If this outrageous bill 
passes, I’ll be out of a job, 
along with hundreds of other 
working-class New York-
ers,” said Brian Tolbert, the 

manager of the Downtown 
Manhattan Heliport and a 
spokesman for the industry 
lobby Helicopters Matter. 
“People’s livelihoods are on 
the line and we will fi ght to 
protect our jobs.”

The rotor-heads claim 
the tourist-fl ight business 
brings in $33 million a year, 
but anti-chopper activists 
say that is just spin. They 
claim the fi gure counts ev-
ery dollar that riders spend 
in the city, not just ticket 
sales and taxes generated by 
the industry, and the chop-
pers in fact cost the city 
money, as taxpayer dollars 
are used to repair and main-
tain the heliport.

“If you fl y in from Idaho, 
every hot-dog, every T-shirt, 
every Broadway ticket goes 
toward that $33 million be-
cause they’re saying they 
came for the helicopter ride,” 
said anti-noise group Stop 
the Chop head honcho Delia 
von Neuschatz, who lives in 

lower Manhattan and com-
pared the clatter to living in 
a war zone. “The fact is we 
are subsidizing them. The 
only people who really ben-
efi t are the owners.”

Brooklyn Heights and 
Red Hook residents have 
been raising hell over the 
helicopters since 2009,  when 
a heliport on the west side 
of Manhattan closed down , 
and the choppers all moved 
to the launch-pad across the 
river. 

More than a dozen New 
York and New Jersey pols 
— including Borough Presi-
dent Adams, Assemblyman 
Felix Ortiz (D–Red Hook), 
and State Sen. Daniel Squad-
ron (D–Brooklyn Heights) 
— sent a letter to Mayor De-
Blasio in August last year 
demanding the city ban the 
tourist trips.

 The Daily News was fi rst 
to report the forthcoming 
bill to ban the tourist ’cop-
ters .

Continued from cover

CHOPPERS

Continued from cover

FENCE

UP, UP, AND AWAY!: Helicopters take off across the East River from 
Brooklyn Heights, where residents say the constant roar of the 
sightseeing fl ights is driving them crazy. Photo by Jason Speakman

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

Genuine State O’Maine Mussels
$1.99 lb.

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
All offers expire 7/27/15

LOBSTERS 3  $39F
O
R

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER

$1199

COUPON

WITH COUPON

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$2299

COUPON

WITH COUPON

Complete Menu Online: www.JordansLobster.com

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



J
ULY 19, 2015, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

9

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Muscles aren’t the only thing be-
ing built at this gym. 

The developer that bought Park 
Slope’s landmarked Brooklyn Ly-
ceum last year has benched its 
plans to turn the beloved former 
performance venue on Fourth 
Avenue into condominiums and 
will instead lease the space to a 
fi tness-center chain — but it says 
it needs to get the building itself 
into shape fi rst.

Real estate company  Grey-
stone  announced Monday that it 
has inked a deal with Blink Fit-
ness to take over the 107-year-old 
bathhouse between Union and 
President Streets. 

But fi rst, it claims it needs to 
remove the chimney and parapet, 
add signs, put a new entrance to 
the front of the building, stick an 
air-conditioning unit on the roof, 
and replace the current windows 
with what it says will be “histor-
ically-accurate” replicas — all of 
which will require approval from 
the city’s Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission.

Greystone says the chimney 
and parapet are neither historic 
nor functional, and that the new 
entrance is needed to make the 
building wheelchair accessible. It 
says the makeover will leave the 
facade in better condition than it 
is in right now. 
“The exterior will not only be kept 
intact, but it will be restored to its 
original beauty,” said Greystone 
spokeswoman Karen Marotta.

But the building’s former 
owner claims the modifi cations 
will change the original “char-
acter” of the building, and hopes 
the landmarks commission turns 
down the plan when it reviews the 
changes on July 21.
“It goes against anything the 
landmarks commission should 
be approving,” said Eric Rich-
mond, who ran a neighborhood 
arts venue in the building for al-
most two decades, and had long 
foretold that the building would 
become a Duane Reade pharmacy 
once he left.

Richmond fi rst purchased the 
then-decrepit structure in 1994, 

and turned it into a popular lo-
cal performing-arts venue — best 
known for its annual community 
production of “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas.” 

But he became  embroiled in a 
years-long fi nancial dispute with 
his former architect  that left him 
with $5-million in liens on the 
property, and the building went 
into foreclosure.  Greystone then 
snapped it up for $7.4 million at 
an auction  in October last year, 
when it also bought the lot next 
door for another $12.5 million, 
where it plans to erect a 12-story 
apartment building. 

But Richmond is still fi ghting 
to get the property back, which 
he says should never have been 
auctioned off in the fi rst place. 
He  fi led a lawsuit in February 
against the bankruptcy judge 
who okayed the sale in order to 
pay off his creditors , claiming she 
did not give him enough time to 
fi le an appeal. 

Richmond says he’ll keep 
fi ghting the judge until the build-
ing is his again. In the meantime, 

he issued a warning to the future 
tenants that if he wins his legal 
battle, any lease for the building 
would dissolve.

“I wouldn’t be signing a lease 
with Greystone,” said Eric Rich-
mond. “If the only way they have 

a lease is through the violation 
of law by a judge then the lease 
doesn’t matter.”

Greystone expects to wrap-up 
construction on the property, as 
well as the new apartment build-
ing next door, in 2016.

Developer plans to turn spot into a fi tness center

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST: A rendering released by developers shows a modern-
looking 12-story residential building towering over the landmarked Brooklyn Ly-
ceum. Image by Paperfarm Inc.

Lyceum goes to the gym

CALL FOR PICKUP OR
DELIVERY MON-FRI: 718-748-8340 • 6502 Ft Hamilton Pkwy • 3GuysFromBrooklyn.com

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.
FACEBOOK.COM/3GUYSFROMBROOKLYN
TWITTER.COM/3GUYSFROMBKLYNEBT

SALE STARTS WED JULY 15TH, 7AM ENDS MON JULY 20TH, 7PM
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BY MAX JAEGER
Call it a case of strained 
glass.

A glassy seven-story 
condo will replace the de-
funct St. Patrick’s Con-
vent on the corner of 
Fourth Avenue and 95th 
Street, new renderings 
show. But residents say 
it’s a sin to put such a 
flashy and taller-than-av-
erage building on the sa-
cred lot.

“I don’t like high-rises 
— they shut out the light 
and the air,” said local 
Barbara Como. “It doesn’t 
fi t. And the glass is dan-
gerous — it could break 
and fall.”

Developers are plan-
ning a 70-foot-tall building 
with 22 apartments and 
ground-fl oor retail, city re-
cords show.

Como is one voice in a 
chorus of wary Ridgites, ac-

cording to one local leader.
“I got so many calls 

this morning,” said Com-
munity Board 10 district 

manager Josephine Beck-
mann on July 8. “People 
wanted to know if it was 
as-of-right or granted a 
variance because it seems 
so tall.”

The lot’s zoning is split 
between R5B and R6A — 
medium-density “contex-
tual” designations that cap 
building height at 30 feet 
and 70 feet respectively, 
so the builder did not need 
the city’s blessing to go as 
tall as planned. A parking 
lot will occupy about one-
third of the development 
site, plans show.

Tak Kwong Cheung 
and Staten Island de-
velopers J&J Property 
and Management Group 
own the site, records 
show. An individual 
who picked up the phone 
at the number listed for 
J&J in city records de-
clined to comment.

The building is sup-
posed to include 13 park-
ing spots as required by 
zoning, an outdoor ter-
race above the second 
floor that will be roughly 
the size of a three-bed-
room apartment, and 
basement parking for 11 
bicycles,  plans filed with 
the Department of Build-
ings show . 

And not everyone 
thinks the plan is a Tower-
of-Babel-esque affront to 
god and good taste — a 
worker at an adjacent deli 
saw the earthly implica-
tions.

“It’s more business,” 
said Ali Alhamidi, who 
runs the Late Night Stop 
Deli with his brother. 
“We’re happy — very 
happy.”

Another local said Bay 
Ridge was blessed to be 
graced with a little contem-

porary design.
“I like the outside — 

the glass,” said Mohamed 
Ahmed. “You don’t see 
any buildings like that 
here.”

And the big windows go 
two ways — the view from 
outside is evidently debat-

able, but from inside the 
building, you’ll get a great 
view of Bay Ridge, Ahmed 
said.

“It would be nice to look 
out of — especially a corner 
room,” he said, casting his 
eye toward the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge.

Opinions mixed over glassy condo replacing nunnery

DIS-GLASS-TER WAITING TO HAPPEN: Barbara Como says the 
building under construction on the corner of Fourth Avenue and 
95th Street could rain down glass if its windowed facade cracks.
 Community News Group / Max Jaeger

TOUCHING THE HEAVENS: 
The tower on St. Patrick’s 
Church may not be the tallest 
structure around once a seven-
story condo on the site of the 
church’s former convent is 
completed. CNG / Max Jaeger

Convent conversion
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TUES. JULY 21st

BROOKLYN –
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Cafe

7717 Third Avenue

WED. JULY 22nd

BROOKLYN –
PARK SLOPE
3 PM & 7 PM

The Montauk Club
25 Eighth Avenue

THUR. JULY 23rd

BROOKLYN –
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Buckley’s

2926 Avenue S

We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com


