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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Louis Powsner Way sure has a 
nice ring to it.

The legendary Courier Life 
columnist,  who died last year 
after more than 60 years of 
serving Southern Brooklyn , 
will live on in his beloved Co-
ney Island at the corner of W. 
17th Street and Surf Avenue, 
one of 51 public thoroughfares 

and public 
places the 
city approved 
on July 23 
to posthu-
mously honor 
notable lo-
cals.

 Back in 
D e c e m b e r 

this paper made the case for 
why the iconoclastic ink-
slinger and long-time com-
munity advocate deserved 
to have a street named after 
him , urging rookie Council-
man Mark Treyger (D–Coney 
Island) and his colleagues to 
follow Powsner’s motto and 
“fi ght for what’s right.” Trey-
ger responded by sponsoring a 
bill in the City Council to pre-
serve the memory of a people’s 
provost in the People’s Play-
ground.

Powsner operated a men’s 
furnishings store on Mermaid 
Avenue for 44 years, helped 
to guide the colicky neigh-
borhood through decades of 
blight, and assisted cops in 79 
arrests after being held up at 
gunpoint multiple times. His 
bold and brassy “Speak Out” 
column drew legions of faith-
ful fans, while his civic work 
spoke volumes. 

BY MAX JAEGER
It’s a communication gap so big 
you could park a truck in it.

The city decided to cut sev-
eral parking spots along Fifth 
Avenue in Sunset Park in fa-
vor of truck loading zones, but 
never bothered to tell locals 
about the plan — and still won’t 
say which spots will get nixed, 
according to the leader of a 
business group.

The Department of Trans-
portation say it will replace 
parking spaces with four new 
truck loading zones along a 
10-block stretch of Fifth Ave-
nue — the heart of the neigh-
borhood’s commercial strip 
— by November. But the plan-
ners never checked with local 
business to ask where the load-
ing zones should be — or even 
if they were really necessary, 
the head of the local business 
improvement district said. 

“For us, this is really frus-
trating,” said Sunset Park 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict director Renee Giordano. 
“When it comes to working to-
gether, there’s no discussion. 
Us being at the location, we 
might have a different view-
point and have a better idea of 
why one location would work 

City quietly 
nixes parking 
on Fifth Ave.
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LOADING 
ZONE-OUT

Powsner 
legend 
lives on 
in Coney

Lou Powsner

Runners Brad Pierce, Steve Altieri, Sr., Steve Altieri, Jamar Harris, and Steve Feigeo loosened up as 
Will Ferrell’s “Semi-Pro” team, the Flint Tropics, for the Brewmile Run at Aviator Sports and Events 
Center on July 18. For more on the fun, see page 18. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Tropic thunder
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
The Seaside Summer Concerts 2015 
Festival rocked MCU Park in Coney Is-
land last week, kicking off on July 22 
with none other than JT “The Voice” 
Taylor, formerly of Kool and the Gang. 

The concerts continued with ’80s 
rockers Starship for the second night 
of the festival, and wrapped up with La-
tino Music by The Sea featuring Eddie 
Santiago on July 24. 

The three-day festival combining 
funk, classic rock, and Latin sounds re-
flected the diversity of the borough, ac-
cording to Borough President Adams.

“These shows are emblematic of the 
commitment to bringing our commu-
nities together in a celebration of the 
spirit that makes us one Brooklyn,” 
said Adams, who worked with organiz-
ers to resurrect the Seaside Summer 
Concerts after it skipped a beat last 
year. 

This was Adams’s first time host-
ing the 36-year-old music series after  it 
took a hiatus in 2014  after its founder, 
former Borough President Marty 
Markowitz, left office. 

“I am excited to host my first year 
of Seaside Summer Concerts 2015 Fes-
tival at MCU Park, which will be a one-
of-a-kind music festival,” said Adams. 

The ballpark is also a first-time host 
as this year’s venue to the concerts.  In 
recent years the shows were held in a 
cramped, vacant lot  near the ballpark, 
after getting  booted from their origi-
nal home at Asser Levy Park by a law-
suit from neighbors .

MCU Park’s management was glad 
for the opportunity to showcase the 
Brooklyn Cyclones’ home field.

“We look for any opportunity for 
any amount of people to experience our 
ballpark,” said Billy Harner, director 
of communications for the team. “We 
consider our ballpark to be the best in 
the world.”  

But this may be both the first and 
the last year the home of the Cyclones 
host the concerts, since their planned 
permanent home —  a new amphithe-
ater at the 90-year-old, Boardwalk-ad-
jacent Childs Restaurant  building —  is 
expected to be finished later this sum-
mer .

Regardless of where the concerts 
happen in the future, one fan who at-
tends the free shows every year said 

the ballpark was definitely a step up 
from the previous venue. 

“It was very comfortable,” said Berta 

Umana, a Brighton Beach resident. “In 
previous years I was so uncomfortable. 
[This year] was nice.”  
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Dress to impress: The always-
ostentatious Taylor Mac will take 
the Prospect Park stage on Aug. 1 
in a costume made especially for 
the concert. Kevin Yatarola

Pop shots

By Max Jaeger

This costumed crooner is breathing 
new life into some threadbare tunes.

Gender-shedding artistic poly-
math Taylor Mac will re-imagine some of 
America’s most famous pop songs through 
a queer lens during a Celebrate Brooklyn 
performance in Prospect Park on Aug. 
1. The cross-dressing cultural icon will 
perform “The 20th Century Abridged” 
— selections from Mac’s 24-hour perfor-
mance piece called “A 24-Decade History 
of Popular Music” that takes on U.S. pop 
songs throughout the country’s 240-year 
history. Mac plays some of America’s song-
book straight, but also appropriates and 
retools oppressive or outdated tunes.

“It’s a ritual sacrifice of things we hold 
dear from the 20th century that aren’t serv-
ing us anymore,” Mac said.

The performer sings, dances, writes per-

formance pieces, and plays the ukulele, but 
do not call Mac a “Renaissance man” — the 
artist eschews gender and identifies by the 
pronoun “judy.”

“I’ve always felt like I was a little bit 
not-quite-male, not-quite-female, and not 
transgender,” Mac said. “The main reason 
I chose ‘judy’ is because I wanted a gender 
pronoun that, if people made fun of it, it 
kinda feels emasculating — because you 
can’t say ‘judy’ and roll your eyes without 
being campy.”

During longer performances of the 
“24-Decade History” project, Mac changes 
getups for each decade, but the abridged, 
hour-long show precludes that, so judy’s 
dud designer is making a single special 
(and secret) costume for the Prospect Park 
performance, judy said.

“I don’t even know what it looks like,” 
said Mac, whose grotesque costumes often 

flow, project, or dangle from the artist. “I’ll 
probably see it the day before and spend the 
day figuring out how to walk in it.”

Twenty-four burlesque dancers will back 
Mac up, stripping to the 1962 song “The 
Stripper.” And percussion corps Brooklyn 
United Marching Band will march to the 
beat of Mac’s drum during performances 
of new wave hit “Love Will Tear Us Apart” 
and a special, unannounced song, judy said.

It is Mac’s first time playing with a 
marching band, and judy is amped, judy 
said.

“They’re real pros,” Mac said. “They 
perform with everybody, so it’s my honor 
to get to work them.”

Bard of Brooklyn Walt Whitman fig-
ures into Mac’s 24-hour saga, but judy 
is only performing songs material from 
the 20th century on Saturday — preclud-
ing the 19th-century father of American 

verse. Still, the poetic patron may make an 
appearance at the show, Mac said.

“I was thinking of throwing in some 
Walt Whitman references, but I haven’t 
decided,” judy said.

Mac is known for inviting audience 
members on stage, and judy said there will 
be a definite audience-participation element 
to Friday’s show — just don’t be surprised if 
it makes you a little anxious.

“Like I said — it’s a ritual sacrifice that 
we’re creating,” Mac said. “So we have to 
make the audience a little nervous and then 
make them overcome that discomfort and 
find our way to some kind of celebration of 
a new take on history.”

“Taylor Mac: The 20th Century 
Abridged” at the Prospect Park band shell 
(enter at Prospect Park West and 9th Street, 
www.bricartsmedia.org). Aug. 1 at 7:30 
pm. Free.

Performer takes aim at the history of American music

Seaside Summer Concerts rock MCU Park after a year off
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KEEPING IT KOOL: JT “The Voice” Taylor, formerly of Kool and the Gang, kicked off the Seaside 
Summer Concert Festival at MCU Park in Coney Island on July 22.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

CONEY AND THE GANG
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BY MAX JAEGER
The Brooklyn tech darling 
that laid off 100 people in April 
has just opened its new factory 
in Sunset Park — and now the 
company is hiring.

MakerBot, a 3D printer 
manufacturer, unveiled a new 
factory in the waterfront in-
dustrial complex Industry 
City on July 22 that’s twice 
the size of its former space and 
could accommodate double 
the number of factory workers 
it has now. 

The company, a leader in 
making 3D printers a house-
hold commodity, is  looking 
to bring on about 40 new peo-
ple just three months after it 
axed about 100 jobs — report-
edly one-fi fth of its workforce 
— citing a reorganization .  
But factory jobs weren’t re-
ally on the chopping block in 
the springtime cull — on the 
contrary, MakerBot sought to 
trim ancillary positions in or-
der to beef up its factory line 
and quality control, according 
to the company’s new chief ex-
ecutive offi cer.

“There were certain areas 
that we had to reconsider ... 
retail stores being a great ex-
ample of that,” said Jonathan 
Jaglom. “Some of [the new hir-
ing] is back-fi lling, some of it 
is new positions, some of it is 
expansion in certain areas.”

Many of the new jobs are 
on the factory fl oor and re-
quire little formal education 
or training, the manufactory’s 
manager said.

“We typically require a 
high-school diploma and we 
like to see a couple of years 
work experience,” said Diana 
Pincus. “Ideally, we get people 
with light assembly skills.”

Fewer than 19 percent of 
residents living in the area 
around the factory have a four-
year college degree or more, 
census data shows.

The company’s relatively 
low barrier to entry and good 
advancement prospects are a 
boon for locals, according to a 
local workforce-development 
group.

“MakerBot gives an op-
portunity for folks to get in 
the door at an entry level 
and rise within the com-
pany, and achieve some eco-
nomic mobility,” said Jus-
tin Collins of the  Southwest 
Brooklyn Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation . “They 
tend to pay better wages and 
are more likely to have more 
benefits than comparable re-
tail positions.”

The corporation is helping 
a few dozen low-skill workers 
apply for jobs at MakerBot, he 
said.

“We’re going be referring 
a good number of people there 
starting this coming week 
— mainly for assembly posi-
tions,” Collins said.

MakerBot employs about 
140 people on its production 
line, but the new factory has 
room to employ twice that, 
Pincus said.

The company  began in 
Gowanus in 2009  and  moved 
offi ces Downtown in 2013 . 
A year later, it  relocated its 
Boreum Hill factory and 
Downtown offi ce to Industry 
City . 

Staff handed out 3D-
printed screw-and-nut sets 
last Wednesday to give an-
nouncement attendees a tan-
gible takeaway from the event, 
but Borough President Adams 
said the doohickies also sym-
bolized potential job creation 
in a neighborhood that was hit 
hard by a decline in Brooklyn 
manufacturing.

“For many years, our folks 
in this community — instead 
of making screws — they felt 
like they were being screwed,” 
Adams said. “And now we 
have an opportunity to ensure 
that they be part of this great 
revolution that’s happening 
here.”

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Call it puppy payback.

Police arrested the man 
who allegedly abused and 
sold sick puppies while run-
ning an illegal puppy mill 
out of his Gravesend home, 
nearly a month after local an-
imal rights activists rescued 
nine dogs from him.

 The man was arrested on 
July 20 at his Avenue X resi-
dence on 10 counts of tortur-
ing, injuring and not feeding 
animals, said police. Cops 
also charged the man with 
eight counts of selling and ex-
posing diseased animals.

He was given a desk ap-
pearance ticket, and will be 
asked to appear in criminal 
court for arraignment, police 
said. The American Society 
of the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals said it provided 
veterinary forensic support 
to the cops, but would not 
comment further. 

The man allegedly trans-
ported at least 20 sick puppies 
from Florida to New York, 
failing to provide veterinary 
care, authorities said, and at 
least three of the ill pups per-
ished from malnutrition and 
the canine virus Parvo. He 
also sold the sick dogs, with-
out a license, to unsuspect-
ing customers, according to 
a police report.

The animal cruelty inves-
tigation began in June,  when 
internet postings about the 

sale and abuse of sick pup-
pies captured the attention of 
local animal-rights activists . 
Animal rescue group  Res-
cue City  paid the man nearly 
$2,000 to take nine of the pup-
pies out of the home, but he 
still had at least one other 
puppy in the home.

One of the puppy protec-
tors said she’s pleased that 
the authorities fi nally took 
action, even if it wasn’t as 
soon as she would like.

“Persistence prevails,” 
said Rescue City co-founder 
Stella Plit. “We keep bring-
ing attention to people like 
this because it’s about stop-
ping animal abuse and ani-
mal cruelty.” 

Rescue City, along 
with the Oceanside Ani-
mal Clinic on Kings High-
way, helped nurse the nine 
pooches out of peril. Four of 
the dogs have been adopted, 
while fi ve are still in foster 
care awaiting permanent 
homes. 

Rescue City is hosting an 
adoption event on August 1 
at a Gerritsen Beach pet shop 
to fi nd permanent homes for 
the fi ve lucky dogs.

Rescue City Adoption 
Event at Bargain Bow Wow 
[2754 Gerritsen Ave. be-
tween Florence and Everett 
avenues in Gerritsen Beach, 
(718) 332–6192, www.res-
cuecity.nyc]. Aug. 1, 11 am–3 
pm.

After layoffs, MakerBot opens new factory, begins hiring

EVERY DOG HAS ITS DAY: Trixie and Robin, two of the puppies res-
cued from an alleged puppy mill, are up for adoption on Aug. 1. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

BOOT IT UP: (Above) MakerBot 
chief executive offi cer Jonathan 
Jaglom, at center, cuts the ribbon 
on the 3D-printer company’s new 
Sunset Park factory alongside Bor-
ough President Adams. (Right) The 
company makes machines that can 
craft just about anything, but the 
the devices are still assembled by 
hand on a traditional factory line.
 Photos by Jason Speakman

Printing jobs in S’Park

Long paw 
of the law
Alleged puppy abuser busted

BIGGER, BETTER, BOTTER: Older 
MakerBot models on display at the 
new factory show the company’s 
do-it-yourself roots. Originally 
sold as kits that customers had 
to assemble themselves, the fi rst 
models assembled at the original 
factory took longer for workers to 
build because they required more 
screws and some soldering. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Brooklyn’s biggest business associ-
ation honored its favorite new and 
newly-renovated buildings in the 
borough — and the people who made 
them happen — with an awards cere-
mony at the recently restored Kings 
Theatre in Flatbush on July 21. 

The winners all took a gamble 
investing in Kings County before it 
became the big-business magnet it 
is today, and their risk has paid off, 
said one former pol. 

“You believed in Brooklyn, you 
put your money here, you rolled the 
dice, and you’re doing very well,” 
said former Borough President 
Marty Markowitz, who joined sev-
eral other local officials in congrat-
ulating the winners of the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
Building Brooklyn Awards. 

The group handed out awards to 
13 different construction projects, 
but the  recently-restored Kings The-
atre itself  garnered the biggest ap-
plause of the evening. Markowitz, 
who was a vocal champion of bring-
ing the now-86-year-old playhouse 
back to life during his borough presi-
dency, said the building’s new owner 
Ace Theatrical Group did an incred-
ible job restoring the opulent the-
ater back to the way it looked when 
he was a boy growing up in nearby 
Crown Heights.

“Every inch of this space — every 
inch of this space — they attempted 
to replicate exactly the way it was 
that I remembered as a child,” said 
Markowitz, who said he went on his 
first date at the theater in 1961.

Among the dozen other projects 
the Chamber honored were:

• The Duggal Greenhouse — an 
eco-friendly events space in the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard that owner and 
photo-industry mogul Baldev Dug-
gal fashioned out of a crumbling 
World War II-era torpedo-loading fa-
cility. 

• The Hill Center — St. Joseph’s 

College’s sports facility on Vander-
bilt Avenue — which incorporates a 
270-seat basketball stadium, dance 
studio, gym, and a sports medicine 
clinic —  that the Clinton Hill college 
opened late last year .

• 1,000 Dean — a four-story former 
service station in Crown Heights 
that the founders of vintage-mar-
ket empire the Brooklyn Flea and a 
group of investors converted into  a 
giant food and beer hall , with offices 
and art studios on the upper levels. 
The chamber applauded the creators 
for supporting local artists and pre-
serving the building’s architectural 
heritage.

The ceremony also celebrated 
the individual efforts of the city’s 
top planner Purnima Kapur, who 
also spent eight years running the 
Brooklyn office of the Department 
of City Planning, and Andrew Kim-
ball, the former chief executive offi-
cer of the Brooklyn Navy Yard and 
current head honcho of Sunset Park 
manufacturing mega-complex In-
dustry City.

Borough business booster names 
best new buildings in Brooklyn

MARTY OF CEREMONIES: Former Borough 
President Markowitz speaks at the 15th an-
nual Building Brooklyn Awards in Flatbush 
on July 21, held at the restored  Kings The-
atre. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Architectural 
accolades
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
If you’re hungry for a taste of “Mock-
ingjay,” head over to Prospect Park on 
Wednesday.

The next installment of Borough 
President Adams’s “A Summer Movie 
Under the Stars” series in Brooklyn’s 
backyard will screen the third fi lm 
of the “Hunger Games” franchise, 
“Mockingjay Part 1,” on Aug. 5.

The series kicked off on July 22 with 
beloved Steven Speilberg classic “E.T. 
the Extra Terrestrial,” and “Where 
the Wild Things Are,” based on the 
classic children’s book by Brooklyn 
writer, Maurice Sendak, on July 29. 

“I am excited to see Brooklynites 
both young and young at heart kick 
back and relax,” said Adams. “You 
can’t beat sitting with family and 
friends on a picnic blanket in the park 
to enjoy a cool fl ick on a warm summer 
evening in Brooklyn.”

The outdoor screenings wind up 
Aug. 12 with the animated, penguin-
themed  musical “Happy Feet.”

All showings begin at 7 pm in the 
Long Meadow section of the park.

The Aug. 5 screening may be just 
the thing to tide over Katniss fans un-
til the fi nal fi lm, “ Mockingjay Part 2 ,” 
premiers on Nov. 20.

HUNGRY FOR MORE: With the fi nal installment of the Hunger Games fi lms, “Mockingjay Part 
2,” hitting theaters on Nov. 20, you can catch up with Katniss and the gang with the screen-
ing of part one in Prospect Park’s Long Meadow at 7 pm on Aug. 5. Lionsgate / Murray Close

‘Hunger Games’ 
appetizer

MADONNA

gaycitynews.nyc/win

WIN TICKETS TO SEE

MADONNA 
COURTESY OF 

MADONNA
SEPTEMBER 17th

at Madison Square Garden

For your chance to win, visit

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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BY MAX JAEGER
Call it Red Hook’s dead-ball 
era. 

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency has discovered 
dangerous levels of lead in the 
Red Hook Ball Fields, and now 
it is forcing the city to close 
the toxic playground and shell 
out $50 million to clean it up. 

A smelting facility that 
operated at the corner of Lor-
raine and Hicks streets in the 
1920s spewed lead-fi lled smoke 
into the air for a decade, ac-
cording a federal investigator. 
The smelter closed in the ’30s, 
but the toxic fumes left a last-
ing legacy, she said. 

“The problem with lead 
is that once it’s in the soil, it 
stays there,” said Margaret 
Gregor, who researched the 
toxic history of the site for the 
agency.

The feds usually force who-
ever is responsible for contam-
inating land in the fi rst place 
to pay for its cleanup. But the 
smelter is long gone, so the 

city, which fi rst built sports 
fi elds on the site in the 1940s, 
is on the hook, an attorney for 
the agency said.

“There is nothing left of 
that smelting company to even 
pursue, so the only party that 
we have then is the owner of 
the property,” said site attor-
ney Andy Praschak. 

Lead doesn’t decompose 
and removing the dirt could 
stir up toxic dust clouds, so 
the safest way to deal with the 
fi lth it to cover it up, Gregor 
said. Federal guidelines re-
quire the city to lay a special 
liner over the contaminated 
soil, then pile on at least a foot 
of clean dirt and a few inches 
of porous material — so the 
fi eld can drain if there is a 
storm — before laying down 
new sod or synthetic turf, she 
said. 

The Parks Department 
hasn’t drawn up exact plans 
for the clean-up, but it will 
likely end up paying “well in 
excess of $50 million,” said 

borough parks czar Kevin Jef-
frey.

The city fi rst found lead 
in the land in 2012, and re-
sponded by paving over the 
worst spots, laying new topsoil 
over the fi elds, and replant-
ing the grass — measures ap-
proved by the Department of 
Health and the feds, a parks 
spokeswoman said.

But the Environmental 
Protection Agency looked into 
the land itself in March last 
year — after the state environ-
mental commission asked it to 
investigate sites near histori-
cal smelting facilities — and 
found lead at three times the 
level that is considered safe in 
ball fi elds bounded by Hicks, 
Henry, Lorraine, and Bay 
streets, so the city closed those 
grounds. After more digging 
this year, the feds also found 
dangerous levels of lead lev-
els in a fi fth fi eld over on the 
other side of Bay Street. 

The fi elds are a major 
source of green space for resi-

dents of the nearby Red Hook 
Houses — the largest public 
housing development in the 
borough — and little-league 
teams come from as far as Park 
Slope to play there. The city is 
keeping the fi fth fi eld — the 
least toxic of the sites — open 
until it fi nishes disinfecting 
the other four fi elds in 2018, so 
locals still have somewhere to 
play ball, Jeffrey said.

The city says it isn’t aware 
of any Red Hookers getting 
sick from the contaminated 
land.

“Recent [lead poisoning] 
cases are very low and they 
have all been traced back to 
children eating lead paint,” 

said Department of Health 
spokeswoman Maureen Lit-
tle.

The feds don’t currently 
plan on kicking in any money 
for the project, Gregor said. 
But if the agency fi nds any 
vestige of the smelting com-
pany still exits, it could go af-
ter it for cleanup cash — and it 
is taking tips, said Praschak, 
adding he’d have like someone 
with deep pockets to be culpa-
ble.

“If anybody has informa-
tion we don’t know, we cer-
tainly want to hear it,” he 
said. “Actually, I wish Don-
ald Trump had been the one, I 
guarantee I’d bring him in.”

EPA: Hook ball fi elds laden with heavy metal

DON’T PLAY BALL: Several fi elds in the Red Hook Recreation Area are 
closed because they are contaminated with poisonous lead left by a 
smelting facility that operated on the site nearly a century ago. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Robbed at gunpoint
Three louts who claimed to have 

a gun robbed a guy at Bay Ridge Av-
enue and Ridge Boulevard in Bay 
Ridge on July 20. 

The trio surrounded the guy at 
1 am, and one of the goons said “I 
have a piece. Don’t play games. Run 
your pocket,” according to a police 
report. 

But the punks never pulled out 
the pistol, police said. The victim 
handed over a phone and wallet, of-
fi cials said.

Phone fi lched
A lug snatched a woman’s cell-

phone at 64th Street and Seventh 
Avenue in Bay Ridge on July 20. 

The guy ran up behind the 
woman at 6 pm and took her iPhone, 
police said.

Bad dream
A sneaky crook picked a drowsy 

straphanger’s pockets on a Bay 
Ridge-bound R train on July 26. 

The subway-riding Rip Van Win-
kle awoke at the 86th Street station 
at 9 am and quickly realized his 
phone and wallet were gone, offi -
cials said.

What a tool
A screwball stole tools from a 

construction site at Shore Road and 
Bay Ridge Avenue in Bay Ridge on 
July 19. 

The contractor left his gear in a 
locked shed on the site, but some-
one chopped the lock and copped his 
equipment sometime between 5 am 
and 2:30 pm, police said.

Bike brake-in
A fi end forced his way into a 

Fourth Avenue garage and stole a 
bicycle on July 24. 

The break-in at the shed near 
99th Street in Bay Ridge went down 
between midnight and 8 am, police 
said. — Max Jaeger

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Subway abduction
A ruffi an grabbed a passenger 

on a subway platform at Neptune 
Avenue on July 19 and pulled him 
into a train car before robbing 
him.

The victim told police he was on 
the platform of the station near W. 
Sixth Street at 12:45 am when the 
beast approached him. 

As a northbound F train pulled 
up, the goon grabbed the victim by 
the left arm and said, “Get on the 
train with me,” cops said. 

The crook sat the victim down in 
the subway car and said, “My name 
is Hector. Give me your stuff,” offi -
cials said. 

The victim handed over a cell-
phone and $20, said police. 

Door degenerate
An unidentifi ed lout asked a man 

to hold the lobby door open for him 
on W. Eighth Street on July 20, then 
assaulted and robbed him at gun-
point.

The thug followed the man up 
to his apartment door near 86th 
Street and Avenue X at 3:15 am 
and fl ashed a silver fi rearm be-
fore trying to strip a gold neck-
lace from the victim’s neck, said 
police. 

The fi end hit the man in the fore-
head with the gun when the man re-
sisted, authorities reported. 

The suspect took off with the jew-
elry after the attack, a police report 
stated.

Brassiere bandit
Cops cuffed a woman on July 20 

who they said stole $230 from an-
other woman’s bra on Mermaid Av-
enue.

The woman allegedly got her 
mitts on the money near W. 21st 
Street at 3 pm and then ran to Still-
well Avenue, where she was appre-
hended, police said.

Swim swipe
Police arrested a man who they 

said swiped a woman’s bag from the 
beach near W. 19th Street on July 23 
while she went swimming. 

The victim told police she had 
gone for a 30-minute swim at 7 pm, 
but came back to discover her bag, 
holding $78, a credit card, and an 
iPhone, gone, according to a police 
report. 

Cops canvassed the area us-
ing a smartphone-tracking app 
and allegedly found the suspect 
in possession of the cellphone, of-
ficials reported. 

The phone was the only property 
recovered, police said.

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Pepper spray sleazeball
An ogre randomly pepper-

sprayed a 20-year-old woman on E. 
16th Street on July 19.

The woman told police she was 

near Avenue U, on her way home, at 
11:30 pm when the goon approached 
her from behind and said, “Give me 
all your s---,” according to a police 
report. 

The brute then pepper-sprayed 
the victim in the eyes and ran 
away without touching her or tak-
ing any of her things, an offi cial 
stated.

Pill-popping perp
Police apprehended a man on 

July 22 who they say robbed a man 
and burned him with a cigarette on 
Homecrest Avenue — after saying 
he was high on anti-depressants.

The victim told police that the 
defendant approached him at 11:30 
pm near William Court and said, 
“I got a gun. Run your s---, I’m on 
fi ve Xanax,” while pretending he 
had a gun in his pants pocket. 

The suspect allegedly ripped 
a white metal necklace with a 
green pendant from the victim’s 
neck and burned the victim’s 
right bicep with a cigarette, po-
lice said.

Masked bandit
A malicious miscreant donned a 

mask and robbed a man at gunpoint 
on July 20 in the lobby of an Avenue 
X building.

The victim was in the lobby 
of the building near Batchelder 
Street just before 6 am when the 
wrongdoer, sporting a blue ban-
dana that covered his face, pointed 
a black gun at the victim and said, 
“Give me everything you got be-
fore I shoot you,” according to the 
cops. 

The victim gave up his Galaxy 
S6 smartphone, $200, and his debit 
card, a police report said.

Cable culprit
An unknown scoundrel stole ca-

ble boxes and other equipment from 
a commercial truck on Avenue W on 
July 24.

The cable company’s truck was 
parked near Batchelder Street at 1:40 
pm when the thief broke the lock on 
the side door and made off with fi ve 
high-defi nition cable boxes, three 
modems, and three routers, police 
said.   — Eric Faynberg

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Rob and re-sell
A thief grabbed a 14-year-old 

girl’s cellphone out of her purse 
on W. Seventh Street on July 26, 
then tried to sell it at a phone 
store.

The girl told cops she was near 
Avenue P at 5:10 pm when the creep 
came up behind her and said “Give 
me your phone.” 

The perp then grabbed her by the 
arm and snatched the phone out of 
her purse before running down Ave-
nue O towards Bay Parkway, police 
said. 

Cops later recovered the 
phone at an 86th Street phone 
store, where employees say a 
man tried to sell them the stolen 
property.

Schoolyard smoke-out
A couple of goons robbed some 

teens at gunpoint outside a school 
on 24th Avenue on the night of July 
21.

The teens told cops they were 
smoking by the handball courts 
between Cropsey Avenue and Bath 
Avenue at around 11:15 pm when 
the nefarious duo approached and 
pulled fi rearms from their waist-
bands. 

The perps pointed the guns at 
the teens and said “Give me ev-
erything you got” before nabbing 
a wad of cash, jewelry, and elec-
tronics, according to a police re-
port. 

The gunslingers fl ed in a dark se-
dan down Bath Avenue towards Bay 
35th Street, cops said. 

Four against one
A gang of four knocked a guy to 

the pavement and dug through his 
pockets for cash on Bay 25th Street 
on July 25.

The victim told cops he was 
near Benson Avenue at 5 pm when 
the dastardly group hit him over 
the head, then knocked him to the 
ground and went through his pock-
ets, pulling out all his cash, police 
said. 

The victim told cops he saw the 
perps fl ee down Bay 25th Street to-
wards Bath Avenue.

Phone heist 
A fi lthy liar posing as an elderly 

man’s nephew calling from Mexico 
stole thousands of dollars from the 
old timer by pretending to be in 
trouble on July 21.

The 90-year-old victim told cops 
a man he thought was his nephew 
called his apartment on 70th Street 
near 17th Avenue at around 3 pm 
and said he was in trouble and he 
needed nearly six grand wired to 
Mexico, according to a police re-
port. 

The wizened uncle wired the 
money, then called his brother 
only to discover his nephew was 
not in Mexico, cops said.

— Allegra Hobbs
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Planned Service Changes

)
10 PM to 5 AM 
Mon to Fri
Jul 27 – 31, Aug 3 – 7

No trains between 95 St and 36 St, Brooklyn

Use free shuttle buses and D ( trains

Travel Alternatives:
)  71 Av 36 St

)  Union St 4 Av-9 St Prospect Av 25 St
)

95 St 59 St 86 St 77 St 
  Bay Ridge Ridge Av

D Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr 36 St
( Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr 59 St

( 59 St

Stay Informed
 mta.info
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG
They’re exploring the mys-
tique of Coney Island Creek.

Neighborhood middle 
school students gathered at 
Kaiser Park overlooking the 
inlet on July 18 to learn about 
marine ecology up close and 
personal with the Coastal 
Classrooms program. 

Program instructors collect 
live samples from the creek and 
teach students all about mud 
snails, hermit crabs, horseshoe 
crabs, shrimp, blue fi sh, striped 
bass, and Atlantic silversides, 
as well as their habitat. 

“We teach middle school 
students how to connect with 
the waterfront in New York 
City,” said Luis Gonzalez, the 
program manager for Coastal 
Classrooms, which is run by 

the City Parks Foundation. 
“They are learning marine sci-
ence in a very hands-on way.”

The sea-life seminar coin-
cided with Coney Island’s cel-
ebration of City of Water Day, 
a project of the Waterfront 
Alliance to promote and pro-
tect the city’s coastal areas. 
A group of local volunteers 
known as the Coney Island 
Beautifi cation Project orga-
nized the local event at Kai-
ser Park aimed at informing 
neighborhood residents about 
the area’s waterfront.

“We wanted to educate the 
kids and the homeowners in the 
neighborhood about protecting 
the peninsula,” said the group’s 
president, Pamela Pettyjohn.

Brooklyn Botanical Garden 
personnel helped plant a new 

garden in the waterfront park, 
historian Charles Denson of 
the Coney Island History Proj-
ect gave tours of the area, and 
the National Parks Conserva-
tion Association provided fi sh-
ing gear for people to use.

Coastal Classrooms also 
joined in the larger oceanic 
occasion, encouraging the 
nearly 200 aquatic admirers 
who turned out for the City 
of Water Day event to inter-
act with the local marine life 
on display in the group’s touch 
tanks. Pettyjohn said the 
hands-on experience was just 
what she was hoping for.

“We’re surrounded by water 
in this city but sometimes, with 
all the promenades, we can’t 
touch it,” she said. “We just 
want people to experience it.”

SPLASH STUDY: (Above) Dylan Dang helped collect vials of Coney Island 
Creek water for testing at Coastal Classrooms’ event at Kaiser Park on 
July 22. (Center) Luis Gonzalez, right, examines a horseshoe crab with 
interns Michael Castro and Kevin Lopez. (Left) Gabriella Miles gets ready 
to cast her line. Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

Class on Coney’s coast

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

Follow Us: www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!
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OUR APP IS  SO 

 E ASY T O USE , 

E VEN AN ADULT 

 CAN DO IT.

Want an easy way to pay your bill, check your 
payment history and send your meter reading to 
Con Edison? Download our free My conEdison 
app at conEd.com/App.

Kids love to play soccer, and 
they’ve been doing so at Marine 
Park for more than 35 years.

The Marine Park Soccer-
American Youth Soccer Orga-
nization Region 266 in Brooklyn 
is currently accepting regis-
tration through Aug. 15 for its 
Fall program, which begins on 
Sept. 12. Boys and girls, ages 
4–18, are encouraged to join. 
The organization also offers a 
VIP Program for children with 
physical, mental, or behavioral 
special needs. The goal is to pro-
vide every child who wants to 
play soccer the opportunity to 
do so, regardless of experience 
or skills.  

Here, everyone plays the 
game. That’s how you learn the 
sport, and that’s how you under-
stand what it’s like to be part of 
a team. There are no try-outs, 
and no one gets cut. Girls and 
boys play on the same team, and 
are grouped by age.

Good sportsmanship and 
fair play are always stressed. 
Regional Commissioner Ron 
Marquez says this philosophy 

brings communities together. It 
allows for family bonding. Kids 
benefit by getting constructive 
exercise. They form friendships 
and learn to socialize. For his 
son, it did even more. 

Some of the older kids de-
velop leadership skills as they 
“buddy up” with special-needs 
children, kicking around 
the soccer ball, and running 
around the field. Community 
service credit can be earned for 
doing so.

The organization meets ev-
ery Saturday and Sunday at 
Marine Park, from 8 am to 1 pm. 
Within that time frame, the dif-
ferent teams play.   The season 
lasts for 10 weeks, up until the 
week prior to Thanksgiving.

The Jamboree Division is 
for players 4–5 year olds. They 
are taught the rules of the game, 
learning how to stop, pass, drib-
ble, and throw. The meeting 
time is Saturdays, from 10:30 to 
11:30 am. 

From there, children move 
on to other divisions where they 
learn age-appropriates skills. 
Games are scheduled between 

8:30 am and noon, with a half 
hour of practice before game 
time. By the time kids reach the 
19th division, those games are 
90 minutes long. 

The entire organization is 
run by volunteers, and as a re-
sult, “We are able to charge 
the lowest possible fee for chil-
dren to play organized soccer 
in our area,” says Marquez. He 

is the fourth commissioner in 
the program’s 35-year history, 
and served as a coach for seven 
years. 

“Kids come back to volun-
teer and bring their own chil-
dren,” he says. 

Each family is expected to 
volunteer an average of 20 to 
30 hours per season. No soccer 
knowledge is required, and Ma-

rine Park Soccer provides the 
training and certification.   

The season usually ends 
with a memorial and Alumni 
Game that honors Pamela Co-
hen, a player and junior referee, 
whose life was cut short by a 
traffic accident shortly after 
graduating college. She per-
sonified the sportsmanship and 
mutual respect for which Ma-
rine Park Soccer strives.  

Marine Park Soccer in Ma-
rine Park (Fillmore Avenue be-
tween Marine Parkway and E. 
32nd Street). Register online at: 
www.AYSO266.org.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Brooklyn’s Marine Park Soccer Youth Organization
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better than another. We’re here all the 
time.”

The loading zones provide commer-
cial trucks a place to sit so drivers don’t 
double-park while making deliveries.

Giordano can’t even say whether 
the city’s plan is a good one, because of-
fi cials aren’t telling her where specifi -
cally they plan to put the zones — only 
that there will be four more between 
45th and 55th streets by Oct. 31.

Existing zones along the avenue bar 
parking between 8:30 am and 7 pm ev-
ery day but Sunday — making stores 
less accessible, Giordano said.

“Saturdays are a busy shopping 
time, and they took away all this 
space,” she said, gesturing to the sev-
eral-car-length loading zone along the 
commercial strip.

The proposal apparently ballooned 
out of one local’s beef with truck traffi c.

A constituent complained to the of-
fi ce of Assemblyman Felix Ortiz (D–
Sunset Park), so the pol forwarded the 
complaint to the Department of Trans-
portation, and the city ran with it, said 
a spokesman for the assemblyman.

“We simply passed along a constitu-
ent inquiry as we would with anybody,” 
said Ortiz spokesman Jeff Wice. “DOT 
took it to the next step and decided to 
rearrange traffi c on those blocks. We 
were not advocating anything.”

The lack of community involve-
ment is alarming, given that  a plan to 
reactivate the nearby South Brooklyn 
Marine Terminal shipping hub  could 
bring scores more trucks to Sunset 
Park’s streets, Wice said. 

“We’re concerned that the city 
work with local organizations in deal-
ing with the new traffi c situation that 
the port might bring,” he said.

The Department of Transportation 
will review the results of the traffi c 
study the agency conducted along the 
avenue, a spokeswoman said. Offi cials 
did not respond to requests for details 
about where the loading zones would 
be, or when they would be enforced.

It’s Giordano’s job to alert local 
businesses to any major changes the 
city implements, but she can’t do that 
without information from the city, and 
the communication breakdown threat-
ens her ability to do her job, she said.

“If I get a phone call from a BID 
member about a new loading zone 
and I don’t know about it — that’s not 
good,” Giordano said.

Continued from cover

LOADING ZONE

The fearless community advocate, 
known as “The Mouth That Roared,” 
belonged to just about every local 
group in the community, among them, 
Community Board 13, Kings Highway 
Board of Trade, Progressive Demo-
cratic Club, Bensonhurst West End 
Community Council, Joint Council of 
Kings County Boards of Trade, and 
Coney Island Board of Trade. 

Powsner demanded honest an-
swers from giant corporations, public 
utilities, and public offi cials, and even 
fl exed his muscle against the likes 
of former Japanese Prime Minister 
Hideki Tojo, whom he personally at-
tacked with his bombardier buddies 
during World War II. He lobbed his 
pointed proclamations with the pre-
cision of a marksman, once inform-
ing ex-Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
mother that he would not vote for her 
“emperor son.”

Powsner hailed from Crandon, 
South Dakota (pop. 72) — where he 
slept in an egg crate as a baby before 
moving to Brooklyn with his parents 
at age 2 — but he became a quintessen-
tial Brooklynite, and a dedicated grass-
roots gladiator. He battled the city on 
parking meters he said gave suburban 

shopping malls a leg up on his beloved 
mom-and-pops, and brought affordable 
housing to Coney Island. He fought 
to have dim sidewalks illuminated 
to thwart crime, helped to repave Av-
enue P, and advocated tirelessly for a 
wooden Boardwalk. 

Colleagues marveled at his sharp 
wits that remained with him until his 
death at 93.

“Before the internet and the informa-
tion highway, before there were search 
engines like Google, there was Lou Pow-
sner with his photographic memory and 
instant-recall ability,” said Carmine 
Santa Maria, Courier “Big Screecher” 
columnist and founder of the Benson-
hurst West End Community Council.

Continued from cover

POWSNER

MAKING NEWS: Powsner’s decades of ser-
vice to the city will be recognized with a co-
naming “Louis Powsner Way.” 
 File photo by Elizabeth Graham

(718) 339-8900
3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, New York 11234

www.marineparkfh.com

 Marine Park
   FUNERAL HOME

Our family 
has been committed 
to serving your family 
at affordable prices 
for four generations. 

At a time 
when experience 
and integrity 
are essential, 
know Marine Park 
Funeral Home 
is here for you.

 Traditional Services
 Graveside Services
 Memorial Services
 Simple Cremations
 Funded & Non-Funded 

   Pre-Arrangements
 In-Home Arrangements
 Cemetery Monuments

Midwood Catholic Academy
A School You Can Believe In!

Grades: Nursery (3) to 8th Grade

Registration now ongoing for Grades Nursery to 7
Call 718-377-1800 for Registration Details

1501-Hendrickson Street | Brooklyn, NY 11234

BRING THIS AD & GET $50 OFF REGISTRATION FEE!!

Common Core Curriculum

Title I Program / Guidance Counselor

Aquinas Honor Program

Physical Education

Technology

Music

Band Grades 1-8

American Sign Language Grades 2-8

Weekly After School Clubs

Daily After School Program until 6:00 PM

Bus Transportation Grades K to 6

Free Breakfast Daily 7:30 AM

Department of ED Lunch Service

Air Conditioned Computer & Science Labs

Air Conditioned Classrooms Grades 6 to 8

Smart Boards in EVERY Classroom

Chromebook for all students in Grades 3, 4, & 5

IPads in Nursery to Kindergarten Classrooms

ZONE OUT: Truck loading zones take away 
parking spots from stores’ customers, ac-
cording to Sunset Park Business Improve-
ment District director Renee Giordano. 
 Community News Group / Max Jaeger
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10% DISCOUNT
Not to be combined 
with other coupons

MILK GALLON    . 
$2.75

tel 718-265-4646 | fax 718-265-1406 | 1853 Cropsey Avenue (Between Bay 20-19th Avenue)

FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY 
FREE BLOOD PRESSURE MACHINE
FREE BILL PAYMENT FOR CUSTOMERS

Money Orders
Money Gram

ATM machine ONLY FOR 99¢
Copy ONLY 5¢ EACH

WE SPEAK 
RUSSIAN, ROMANIAN, ENGLISH, URDU, PUNJABI

Russian/Italian/American grocery

Monday–Friday
9:30am–7:30pm

Saturday
10am–3pm

REGAL
REMEDIES
PHARMACY

PHARMACY 
OPEN 6 DAYS

$2 OFF
any purchase of 
$10 and more

SUPER COUPON

We carry pet supplies

FOLLOW US ON

ADOPT A PET

K9 KASTLE, LINDA’S CAT ASSISTANCE, FOR 
ANIMALS INC, SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE &  

NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Prospect Park
1 Prospect Park SW
Brooklyn, NY 
SAT AUG 1 • 11AM – 5PM

NYC Pets
218 5th Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 
SUN AUG 2 • 12PM – 5PMSUUNN AUG 2 12PM  5PM

MCU Park
1904 Surf Ave.
Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY 
SUN AUG 2 • 12PM – 4PM

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 
25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

ii ll 516 883 7575516 883 7575

Unit Size

Studio

1 bedroom

2 bedroom

Monthly Rent*

$1909

$2,047

$2,465

Units Available

5

28

13

Household Size**

1 person

1 person
2 people

2 people
3 people
4 people

Annual House-
hold Earning***

$67,406 - $96,800

$72,206 - $96,800
$72,206 - $110,560

$86,572 - $110,560
$86,572 - $124,320
$86,572 - $138,080

Affordable Housing for Rent

This building is being constructed through the Housing Asset Renewal Program (HARP) of the New York City 
Department of Housing Preservation and Development.

46 NEWLY CONSTRUCTED UNITS

382 Lefferts Ave, Brooklyn NY 

Transit: 2, 3, 5, B, Q, S Trains 

No application fee. No broker’s fee.

Smoke-free building.

Amenities: fi tness center, party 
rooms (additional fees apply).

Individuals or households who meet 
the income and household size requirements 
listed in the table below may apply. Qualifi ed 
applicants will be required to meet additional 
selection criteria. Applicants who live in New 
York City receive a general preference 
for apartments.

Preference for percentage of units goes to:

applicants

impaired applicants 

Who Should 

Apply?

How Do You Apply?

When is the Deadline?

What Happens 

After You Submit 

an Application?

 1. View the Available Units...  2. See Unit Requirements...

* Rent does not include gas for 
cooking

** Household size includes 
everyone who will live with you, 
including parents and children. 
Subject to occupancy criteria.

*** Household earnings include 
salary, hourly wages, tips, Social 
Security, child support, and other 
income for household members. 
Income guidelines subject to 
change.

Apply online or through mail. To apply online, please go to: www.nyc.gov/hous-
ingconnect. To request an application by mail, send a postcard or self-addressed 
envelope to: The Marcal Group, 620 Foster Ave Suite 301, Brooklyn, NY 11230. 
Only send one application per development. Do not submit duplicate applications. 
Do not apply online and also send in a paper application. Applicants who submit 
more than one application may be disqualifi ed.

Applications must be postmarked or submitted online no later than September 22, 
2015 late applications will not be considered.

After the deadline, applications are selected for review through a lottery process. 
If yours is selected and you appear to qualify, you will be invited to an interview to 
continue the process of determining your eligibility. Interviews are usually sched-
uled from 2 to 10 months after the application deadline. You will be asked to bring 
documents that verify your household size, identity of members of your household, 
and your household income.

Mayor Bill de Blasio  
HPD Commissioner Vicki Been

www.nyc.gov/housingconnect
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
The ninth-annual Arab Amer-
ican Bazaar at Shore Road 
Park in Bay Ridge on July 26 
marked the end of the Muslim 
holy month of Ramadan with a 
celebration of Arab heritage. 

“It’s our chance to work 
with the community at large 
and to provide a day dedicated 
to the culture,” said Kayla 
Santosuosso, deputy director 
at the Arab American Associ-
ation of New York. 

All were welcome to come 
and get a taste of Arabic cul-
ture — fi guratively, through 
traditional dances and songs, 
and literally, by noshing on 

Middle-Eastern dishes like 
falafel. 

“We feel like we’re in our 
old country,” said Abeer As-
sad, who attended the festival. 
“I’m happy they do this each 
year.” 

Local Bay Ridge dance 
troupe The Freedom Dabka 
Group stopped by to show 
some cultural pride through 
the art of dabka dance, which 
is an old Arabic folk dance 
used to ward off evil spirits. 

“It was nice, we enjoyed it,” 
said dance leader Amer Abdel-
rasoul. “We are usually very 
involved in the community.” 

In addition to all the danc-

ing and eating, henna art-
ist Omneah Hamdi was on 
hand to do traditional henna 
tattoos. She said she liked 
the way the annual festival 
brings her community to-
gether.

“We get to see people that 
we haven’t in a year,” she said. 
“All of them are happy and all 
of them want to be happy.” 

Hamdi said henna is a cul-
tural staple which has long 
been used to decorate wom-
en’s bodies during these types 
of celebrations. 

“It’s like we were revisiting 
our old country,” Hamdi said. 
“And that’s very passionate.” 

TALES OF THE BAZAAR: (Above) Artist Omneah Hamdi adorns a young 
lady’s leg with henna. (Center) Bay Ridge dancers the Freedom Dabka 
Group perform the traditional Arab dance, dabka, on stage. (Left) Stick 
dancer Yasser Darwish shows off his moves Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Dabka dance party in the Ridge

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
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For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.

BY HARRY MACCORMACK
The city must abandon its plan to send 
up to 50 sex offenders to a Williams-
burg homeless shelter, say neighbors 
who claim putting so many deviants in 
one place is a recipe for disaster.

“This is a very, very dangerous 
situation. Would you put 50 murder-
ers in one place? I don’t think so,” said 
nearby business owner Joseph Carto-
lano, one of many local residents and 
workers who gathered at a meeting at 
the Peter Jay Sharp Center for Oppor-
tunity on Porter Avenue on July 22.

The Department of Homeless Ser-
vices  is trying to transfer dozens of 
men who have been convicted of sex 
crimes to the shelter , which is run by 
the Doe Fund, an organization aimed 
at helping homeless people fi nd perma-
nent work and housing. The offenders 
are currently living at the Bellevue 
Men’s Shelter in Manhattan, but the 
city recently decided that facility is 
too close to local schools, so it wants 
to pawn the pervs off on the Williams-
burg refuge, which is in an industrial 
area of the neighborhood near the 
Newtown Creek and Bushwick. 

But the Doe Fund says it is just not 
that kind of homeless shelter. It runs 
the facility as part of its “Ready, Will-
ing, and Able” program, where it em-
ploys the residents in its iconic blue-
shirted street-cleaning teams, and puts 
them through job-training and rehab 
so they can eventually fi nd their own 
housing and full-time employment. 

The organization says it can’t enroll 
sex offenders in its cleaning venture 
because they can’t go near schools and 
playgrounds, and every offender that 
takes one of the shelter’s 400 beds will 
displace one of the residents already 
working through the program.

The city has already tried to send 
several sex offenders to Porter Avenue, 
but the shelter says is has simply put 
them in a van and sent them straight 
back to Manhattan. The Doe Fund 
is also suing the city to keep the of-
fenders out for good. And now it is ap-
pealing to local residents to add their 
voices to the opposition, claiming the 
sex offenders are a danger to the neigh-

borhood, too.
“This a terrible threat to this great 

community we are a part of,” said Har-
riet McDonald, who co-founded the 
Doe Fund with husband George Mc-
Donald in 1985.

The organization  launched an on-
line petition  last month demanding 
Mayor DeBlasio call off the transfer, 
and has since amassed almost 2,000 
signatures, many from people who left 
messages saying they live or work in 
the area and are terrifi ed at the pros-
pect of sex fi ends on their sidewalks.

One local artist said those who work 
out of art and music studios in nearby 
warehouses would be particularly vul-
nerable to predators, as the creative 
types often walk home through the de-
serted streets in the wee hours of the 
morning.

“We have artists coming and go-
ing at all hours of the night … it’s 
just not going to be safe if these men 
are brought into the neighborhood,” 
said Maya Meisser, a nearby resident 
and an employee at the Brooklyn Fire 
Proof Stages, a studio and sound stage 
located directly across the street from 
the shelter.  

The shelter says it will likely run 
a second meeting for residents on the 
evening of Aug. 5.

Keep sex fi ends out of Doe Fund 
refuge, say Williamsburgers

CALMING FEARS: Doe Fund founder George 
McDonald addresses worried neighbors.   
 Photo by Jason Speakman

THINK OF THE KIDS: 
Local parent Michael 
Chambers and two 
children Ona and Floyd, 
along with another 
neighborhood young-
ster Laurel Franchell, 
expressed their con-
cern about bringing 
sex offenders into the 
neighborhood. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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BY HARRY MACCORMACK
Police are looking for two brutes who 
they say attacked a 25-year-old His-
panic man with a skateboard in Wil-
liamsburg in the early hours of Sunday 
morning.

The victim told the police he was 
cycling down Leonard Avenue at 4:55 
am when two guys approached him 
near the corner of Jackson Street and 
started making racist remarks, ac-
cording to a report. One of the jerks 
then clubbed the victim with a skate-
board, knocking him off his bicycle, 
and the duo then punched and kicked 
him while he was on the ground, po-
lice said. 

Police say they are investigating 
the incident as a possible hate crime.  

Authorities have released a sketch 
of one of the two alleged attackers, 
who they describe as between 25 and 
35 years old.

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Police are asking for the public’s aid in 
fi nding a woman suspected of sneak-
ing into a 28th Avenue home in broad 
daylight on July 14 and making off 
with $120.

The victim told police that he found 
the woman in his house at around 1:45 
pm, when he came back in from taking 
the garbage out. The suspect was hid-
ing in his bathroom, and claimed she 
“just needed to use the bathroom,” ac-
cording to a police report. 

The woman fl ed the house, and the 
victim later discovered the money was 
missing. 

The suspect is approximately 
25-years-old, stands about 5-foot-8, and 
weighs around 120 pounds.

SKETCHY GUY: Police say a guy who looks 
like this was one of two brutes who beat a 
cyclist in Williamsburg.   NYPD

WANTED: Cops say this woman snuck into a 
house and stole $120. NYPD

Cops seek 
sneaky 
invader

Cops: Racist skateboarding 
brutes are still on the loose

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838  Fax: 718-646-4659

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
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Anyone with information regarding these incident is asked to call 
Crime Stoppers at (800) 577–8477. The public can also submit tips by log-
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or by texting tips to 274637 (CRIMES) then entering TIP577. All tips are 
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Could Coney Island Creek 
become the Great Barrier 
Creek?

A Coney Island Creek tidal 
barrier at W. 23rd Street, con-
necting Coney Island with Gra-
vesend’s Six Diamonds base-
ball fi eld, is the most viable 
option for protection from an-
other Superstorm Sandy-like 
event, according to the city’s 
economic development agency.

Representatives from the 
city’s Economic Development 
Corporation discussed fi nd-
ings from an in-progress re-
siliency study with Commu-
nity Board 13 on July 21. The 
team presented a variety of 
strategies for preventing fu-
ture fl ooding, but said a bar-
rier at the Creek’s eastern 
end promised the greatest 
benefi ts, both environmen-

tally and economically.
“The Eastern Barrier is 

more fi nancially feasible and 
has less of an ecological impact, 
allowing for the more pristine 
part of the creek to not be im-
pacted,” said Elijah Hutchin-
son, the agency’s assistant vice 
president for resiliency.

One of the fl ood resiliency 
initiatives proposed in  the 
June 2013 study, “A Stronger 
More Resilient New York,”  
called for  a 1,700-foot-long tidal 
barrier and wetlands project 
further west at the mouth of 
the creek , by Bayview Avenue 
and W. 35th Street, but the 500-
foot eastern barrier proposed 
last week is less than one-
third that size. 

The idea of a barrier con-
jured up images of a wall in the 
minds of some of the board’s 
members, but Hutchinson said 

the barrier would only be com-
pletely closed major storms.

“This does not have to be a 
wall. It could remain open to 
allow for tidal fl ushing to go 
back and forth,” he said, “and 
in anticipation of a storm 
those gates would be closed.”

The proposal also calls 
for pedestrian and bike paths 
across the barrier connecting 
Coney Island to the ballfi elds 
in Gravesend, but Hutchinson 
said that any recreational as-
pects of the study would not 
detract from the main goal: 

fl ood protection.
“We don’t want to lose sight 

of the fl ood protection objec-
tive,” he said, “but we have 
heard very strongly from peo-
ple about the possibilities for a 
connection between Coney Is-
land and Gravesend.”

But one board member sus-
pected that the economic de-
velopment agency is pushing 
the “Eastern Barrier” plan for 
its own reasons.

“It’s one thing if you’re 
talking about fl ood protec-
tion, but there are so many 

hidden agendas at work here 
that I’ve lost count,” said 
CB13 member Ida Sanoff. “Ev-
ery pie-in-the-sky project that 
has languished on the back 
burner for years is being res-
urrected in this fl ood control 
project.”

Sanoff said she believes the 
agency is pushing the alterna-
tive to  the more extensive wet-
lands project proposed in 2013 
because a barrier at W. 35th 
Street would interfere  with 
its  plan to bring a ferry stop to 
Coney Island .

Coney inlet revamp proposed

EASTERN PROMISE: The Economic Development Corporation said this particular alignment for fl ood protec-
tion made the most fi nancial and ecological sense. New York City Economic Development Corporation
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG
This is a great way to get rid of 
your belly — without missing 
out on the beer.

Around 2,500 athletics and 
ale enthusiasts assembled at 
Aviator Sports and Entertain-
ment on July 18 for the Brew 
Mile Run, a mile-long run that 
tasks runners with chugging 
a craft beer at each quarter-
mile marker.

“There is a lot of sloshing 
in your stomach during the 
race,” said Jaime Acker. “I 

usually have beer after a race, 
not before or during. But it 
was really fun.”

Many of the participants 
came in groups, and many 
came in costume. Runners 
came dressed as wrestlers The 
Undertaker and the Ultimate 
Warrior. There were a vari-
ety of superheroes, Zorro, and 
The Dude from “The Big Leb-
owski” all chugging their way 
across the fi nish line, too. One 
group came as Shark Week.

“A lot of the costumes were 

unique,” runner Mariael-
ena Flynn said. “It gives me 
more incentive to get people 
involved next year so we can 
come up with a cool group cos-
tume.”

Runners got down to a 
deejay’s beats after the race, 
downing even more brewskis 
in the process.

“I got to exercise and drink 
beer,” said Flynn, a fi rst-time 
participant. “Two of my favor-
ite pastimes. It was an exciting 
opportunity.”

AUF WIEDERSEHEN: (Above) John and Jen Adler dressed the part as 
a German beer boy and girl for the Brewmile Run at Aviator Sports and 
Events Center on July 18, where runners chugged a beer after every 
quarter mile. (Left) The post-run afterparty featured even more drinks.
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

A grog jog at Aviator

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
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DUMBO

Let’s give a Brooklyn cheer to Char-

lotte Cohen, the newly appointed ex-
ecutive director of the Brooklyn Arts 

Council. 
Chairman Dr. Thomas Schutte 

let Standing O know that Charlotte 
will be hopping 
aboard and will suc-
ceed Ella Weiss, 
who is retiring af-
ter 16 faithful years 
of service. 

Charlotte, a 
third-generation 
Brooklynite who 
has worked with 

the federal government, the city’s De-
partment of Cultural Affairs, and the 
Smithsonian Institution, brings loads 
of experience with her when she takes 
the reins next month.

Dr. Schutte had fond parting words 
for the predecessor and admiration for 
the successor.

“Ella leaves big shoes to fi ll, but 
Charlotte brings a wealth of invalu-
able experiences to this new role and 
a strong connection to artists and the 
arts,” he said. “Thanks to her commit-
ment to public service, and her rich ex-
perience of more than 30 years as an 
accomplished administrator in the 
fi eld of contemporary art she will be a 
great asset to the council.”

Charlotte was sad to see Ella go, but 
happy to be on board.

“Ella Weiss has been an extraor-
dinary leader who helped shepherd 
Brooklyn’s cultural renaissance over 
the last 16 years,” she said. “I am 
deeply honored to carry on her mis-
sion to support and strengthen the bor-
ough’s thriving and ever-evolving cul-
tural life, and to ensure that everyone 
has access to it.”

Weiss added her own farewell and 
good wishes.

“It’s been exciting, rewarding, and 
immensely gratifying to be part of 
such a trailblazing organization.” she 
said. “It’s my belief that Charlotte will 
enrich and continue my legacy of keep-
ing Brooklyn alive with art.”

Standing O offers good luck to Char-
lotte and a happy retirement to Ella. 

Brooklyn Arts Council [55 Wash-
ington St. No. 218 and Front Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 625–0080].

BEDFORD STUYVESANT

Landmark decision
The Bridge Street African Wes-

leyan Methodist Episcopal Church 

can now restore its entrance-way, 
thanks to a generous $1,500 grant from 
Standing O good friend the New York 
Landmarks Conservancy. 

The church was one of more than 23 

religious sites granted the funds.

“Religious institutions are often 
the most beautiful and complex build-
ings in their communities,” said con-
servancy president Peg Breen. “We 
are pleased to be able to help preserve 
these important institutions for their 
architecture, history and community 
service.”

Founded in 1818, the African Wes-
leyan Methodist Episcopal Church 

was the fi rst Methodist church serv-
ing solely African-Americans in 
Brooklyn, and a participant in the un-
derground railroad during the Civil 
War. The cornerstone was laid in 1890, 
and the present church, constructed 
in 1907–1908, was designed by Brook-
lyn architects Woodruff Leeming and 
Chester Hughes Kirk, and incorpo-
rated the earlier chapel in the new, 
larger building, with a new buff brick 

and limestone facade.
The house of worship is an im-

portant part of the community, spon-
soring civic meetings addressing so-
cial, economic, educational, health 
care, and other concerns in the Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant community. It also 
houses several outreach programs, 
including the Bridge Street After 
School Tutorial Center, the AME 
Missionary Free Food Program, and 
Habitat for Humanities in Brooklyn 
Projects. 

Standing O sends thanks from 
the Borough of Churches to the Con-
servancy for helping to preserve this 
beautiful Brooklyn institution.

Bridge Street African Wesleyan 
Methodist Episcopal Church [277 
Stuyvesant Ave. and Hancock Street in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 452–3936].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Put out the welcome mat for the 
new, state-of-the-art New York 

Methodist Medical Associates of 

Brooklyn Heights. The facility, part 
of the New York Methodist Hospital 
family, boasts specialists in cardiol-
ogy, internal medicine, gastroenter-
ology, general surgery, orthopedic 
surgery, urology, and vascular sur-
gery to serve the patients in Brooklyn 
Heights and Downtown, said Jenni-

fer Donovan, assistant vice president 
at New York Methodist. 

“We wanted to give those pa-
tients, and all those looking for med-
ical care near Brooklyn Heights, an 
opportunity to access the hospital’s 
outstanding physicians and ambu-
latory care services in an outpatient 

setting nearer to home,” she said.
Brooklyn Heights-based patients 

about to undergo hospital procedure 
can get almost all of the necessary 
pre-surgical testing done without 
traveling to the Park Slope campus, 
added nursing coordinator Anna 

Zmujdzin.

Convenience is key, claimed Dr. 

Lidiya Markova.
“Patients can walk in, receive 

the medical care they need, and be 
back at home before they know it,” 
she said.

Standing O says, “Glad you’ve 
come to the community.”

NYM Medical Associates of 
Brooklyn Heights [50 Court St. be-
tween Joralemon and Livingston 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
522–3131].

BAY RIDGE

Young at heart
Hats off to members of the 

Young at Heart Club of St. 

Anselm’s Parish for another 
successful year. The group held 
its annual luncheon on June 15 — 
oops, Standing O is a bit behind!

Theresa Daley, Ann Kelly, 

Elanor Von Dollen, Helen Bil-

bao and Muriel Maloney, along 
with president Pat DeStasio 
and others celebrated at the Bay 

Ridge Manor with a fantastic 
meal, a few rounds of bingo, and 
sharing fond memories of the 
past year. 

The group meets every Mon-
day in Meletia Hall from Sep-
tember to June to plan trips and 
events, and of course play a cou-
ple of rounds of bingo.

Craft-smart members meet ev-
ery Wednesday to create beauti-
fully knitted and crocheted items, 
handmade with loving care. New 
members are always welcome 
and seasoned crafters are always 
ready to share their expertise 
and love of the hobby with begin-
ners. So pick up your needles and 
hooks and come on down. 

The young-at-hearts also 
support the food pantry and 
the school’s Catholic Academy 
through charitable events and 
donations. 

If you are interested in becom-
ing a member, show up at the next 
meeting in September. You can 
contact Sister Regina Corde for 
all the 411. 

St. Anselm’s Meletia Hall [365 
83rd St. at Third Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 238–2900].

WELL CHECK UP: Dr. Lidiya Markova attends a patient at the newly opened New York 
Methodist Medical Associates practice in Brooklyn Heights.  New York Methodist

Big welcome to new Arts Council exec

Care is just around the corner
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SHE SNORES MORE
 THAN I DO, BUT I STILL 
LOVE MY HUMAN.

— BANDIT
   adopted 11-26-09
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 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Just as the body changes 
with age, so do the needs 
of the skin. While acne 

and breakouts may have 
been the bane of existence as 
an adolescent, wrinkles and 
dark spots are concerns as 
we age.

The U.S. National Library 
of Medicine says that skin 
changes are one of the most 
noticeable signs of aging. 
Sagging skin and wrinkles 
are two of the more com-
mon problems both men and 
women encounter as they 
age.

As people get older, con-
nective tissues in the skin 
that promote strength and 
elasticity have a tendency 
of breaking down. Further-
more, the blood vessels of the 
dermis become more fragile, 
which can lead to bruising. 
Also, sebaceous glands may 
produce less oil, making the 
skin less able to moisturize 
itself. As a result, the skin 
thins out.

It is important to note 
these changes so that people 
can be proactive in their ap-
proach to skin care as they 
age. There are certain strat-
egies to put in place that can 
make the difference in the 
appearance and health of 
the skin. While none of these 
are the magic “fountain of 
youth,” they go a long way to 
promoting a more youthful 
appearance:

Address dryness. If 
the skin is itchy or uncom-
fortable, or if you fi nd that 
there is extra fl aking, lack 
of moisture could be a prob-
lem. Moisturizer should be 
the staple of a skin care regi-
men. Experiment with mois-
turizers until you fi nd the 
one that is the best match for 
your skin.

Use sun protection. The 
sun is one of the single biggest 
contributors to unhealthy 
skin and premature signs of 
aging. Always wear sun pro-
tection products when going 
out in the sun, even on over-
cast days.

Don’t tug or be rough on 

the skin. The skin becomes 
more delicate and prone to in-
jury as a person ages. There-
fore, unnecessary roughness 
while washing and drying 
can break capillaries or 

mar the skin in other ways. 
Be delicate, using cotton to 
wipe away makeup and avoid 
cleansers that have rough ex-
coriators or other substances 
that can be rough on the 
skin.

Revise makeup shades 

and products as needed. 
As skincare needs change, 
it pays to go with the fl ow in 
terms of the products you use 
and buy. What may have been 
fl attering a few years ago 
may not be fl attering now. 
Think about neutral or rosy 
shades in the types of foun-
dations and blushers you se-
lect. Avoid anything that is 
too dramatic or drastic.

Drink plenty of water. 
Dehydration can increase the 

risk of injury with regards to 
the skin, making it more sus-
ceptible to dryness and other 
issues. Be sure to always 
stay hydrated by consuming 
enough water to ward off feel-
ings of thirst throughout the 
day.

Experiment with a fa-

cial. Facials can help pro-
mote blood fl ow to the skin 
and improve the appearance 
of youth and vitality. In ad-
dition, a facial massage can 
feel invigorating. 

Check with a spa near 
you to see if they offer facial 
services. Talk with the staff 
about your skincare needs 
and ask for recommenda-
tions on the products that 
may work for you.

T he best way to care for 
skin is to be smart about 
sun exposure. Too much 

unprotected exposure to the 
sun can cause a host of prob-
lems, from premature wrin-
kling to skin cancer. 

According to the Ameri-
can Academy of Dermatol-
ogy, millions of cases of skin 
cancer are reported each 
year, and many more may go 
undetected. The best way to 
protect skin from the sun is 
to stay out of the sun. When 
that is not feasible, using a 
broad-spectrum sunscreen 
can guard against damage 
from ultraviolet radiation.

Although sunscreen is an 
enormous help, it is not fool-
proof. Sunburns and skin 
damage can occur even when 
using sunscreen, and user 
error accounts for much of 
that damage. To get the best 
results from any sunscreen 
product, consumers can edu-
cate themselves about proper 
application and avoid certain 
information inaccuracies.

Myth: The best sunscreen 
is the one with the highest 
sun protection factor, or SPF. 
Actually, the best sunscreen 
is the one you will use regu-
larly.  Make sure you like the 
scent and the feel of the sun-
screen. Decide if you prefer 
a sunscreen that is grouped 
together with a moisturizer 
or a makeup foundation. Try 
sunscreens that are lotions or 
sticks to fi gure out which ap-
plication works best for you. 
Once you’ve found a product 
you like, stick with it. But 

make sure the sunscreen has 
an adequate SPF.

Myth: I only need sun-
screen on sunny days. The 
sun can prove harmful even 
on cloudy days. You may not 
be safe indoors, either, par-
ticularly if you spend a good 
deal of time next to an open 
window. Window glass will 
only block certain types of 
UV light, making sunburn 
possible even if you are in-
doors or riding in a car. It’s a 
good habit to apply sunscreen 
daily regardless of if you will 
be out in the sun.

Myth: Spray sunscreens 
are as effective as the rest. 
Spray products may not de-
liver enough sunscreen to 
the skin because droplets are 
dispersed unevenly. Further-
more, the propellents used 
in spray sunscreens could 
be harmful if inhaled. Opt 
for sunscreens that are ap-
plied by hand and can be ade-
quately coated over all areas 
of the skin.

Myth: Sunscreen does not 
need to be reapplied, espe-
cially if it’s water-resistant. 
There is no such thing as a 
waterproof sunscreen. The 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion recently prohibited the 
use of the term “waterproof” 
because consumers falsely 
believed their sunscreen 
products would not wash off. 
Water-resistant sunscreens 
will be effective for a certain 
number of minutes before 
they need to be reapplied, 
usually between 40 to 90 min-

Signs of a healthy complexion change over time

The best way to protect skin from the sun is to stay out of the sun. 
When that is not feasible, using a broad-spectrum sunscreen can 
guard against damage from ultraviolet radiation.

People should be proactive in their approach to skin care as they age, 
including putting in place strategies that can make the difference in the 
appearance and health of the skin. 

Protecting aging skin

Sunscreen key tool 
for healthy skin

Continued on page 27
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-
sculpting procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to 
continue your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing 
the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases into the 

interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxification. The 
ZERONA® procedure was proven through a double-
blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo controlled 
study in which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, 
and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

REDUCE FAT... REMOVE INCHES...
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and 
keep them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: Tuesday, August 11 at 1:15pm,  
Monday, August 24 at 7:15pm  

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212
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A pool can provide a wel-
come respite from the 
heat and humidity. Tak-

ing a daily dip in a pool is 
great cardiovascular exercise 
and can help relieve stress. 
However, the chemicals used 
to keep pool water fresh and 
clean may wreak havoc on 
hair and skin.

Chlorine is one of the most 
widely used substances for 
water purifi cation. It is often 
added to public water supplies 
to kill off pathogens that have 
the potential to cause illness. 
Variations of chlorine are used 
in pool fi ltration to ensure 
the water is clean and safe for 
swimming because it reduces 
bacteria and other contami-
nants, and may also help keep 
algae growth under control.

Although chlorine is very 
good at purifying the water 
people drink and bathe in, 
too much of a good thing can 
prove troublesome. Often-
times, chlorine — especially 
in high amounts — can affect 
the hair and skin of people 
who regularly use pools.

Hair
Chlorinated water that is 

also high in copper may form 
a chemical reaction that turns 
hair green. The chlorine re-
acts with the copper to form a 
compound that is green in hue. 
This can attach to the porous 
hair shaft and give hair a green 
tinge. The green is especially 
obvious in light-colored hair.

Chlorine is harsh and caus-
tic, while hair is porous. Dry 
hair that becomes saturated 
with chlorine-treated water 
can eventually have salt crys-
tals locked inside, which leads 
to breakage. Washing hair di-
rectly after swimming may 
help rinse off external chlo-
rine, but it will not adequately 
remove chlorine locked inside 
follicles. Hair may need to be 
soaked for several minutes in 
fresh water. Hair that is prone 
to dryness may become more 
dry from chlorine.

Swimmers can wear a wa-
terproof swimming cap to pre-
vent against chlorine damage. 
If this option isn’t available, 
soaking hair in fresh water to 

saturate hair shafts and then 
applying a barrier, such as 
conditioner combed through 
the hair, can help repel some 
of the chlorinated water and 
protect against damage.

Hair that has turned green 
from pool water may need to 
be treated with special sham-
poos or strippers to remove the 
chlorine-copper compounds. 
Cutting off the green areas 
may be an easier solution.

Skin
Chlorine is caustic, and 

high concentrations can burn 
the skin. Individuals with sen-
sitive skin may be even more 
susceptible to rashes and 
burns from chlorinated pools.

To prevent skin irrita-
tion, keep chlorine levels in 
pool water as low as possible. 
Applying a waterproof sun-
screen or lotion to the skin 
prior to swimming may also 
serve as an additional line of 
defense. There are commer-
cially made products that are 
designed specifi cally for appli-
cation prior to getting in the 

pool. Because they are water-
proof, they will not wash off in 
the pool or foul up water.

Public pools with a high 
volume of swimmers tend to 
have more chlorine in them 
than backyard pools at private 
residences. This is evidenced 
by the strong and often over-
whelming aroma of chlorine in 
the vicinity of the public pool. 

The effects of chlorine can 
be seen by the bleaching and 
wearing away of rope barriers 
and fl oats that are constantly 
in the pool. If this is what is 
occurring to plastic and vinyl, 
imagine what is being done to 
skin and hair. Covering up as 
much as possible can help pro-
tect the skin from the harmful 
effects of chlorine. 

Though popular summer hangouts, pools may contain chemicals that 
can be harmful to hair and skin.  

Protect hair, skin from chlorine
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You can wait weeks for 
new dentures.

Or you go to 56/7 Dental 
and get them today. 

The dental practice has 
its own in-house lab, which 
means you can get brand-
new dentures in as little as 
eight hours. Have broken 
ones repaired while you 
wait. The process is so fast 
and efficient, you won’t have 
to miss a meal. 

“It’s the jewel of our of-
fice,” says Dr. Eugene Milford 
who specializes in dentures 
and surgical extractions.  

Working with Dr. Milford 
at the office is Dr. Gennady 
Dranovsky, and also Dr. Al-
tagracia Bueno, whose area 
of expertise includes root ca-
nals and cosmetic dentistry. 
Come in and feel comfort-
able. The office philosophy 
is to provide an atmosphere 
that’s caring and that meets 
the needs of all patients. You 
can bring the entire family. 
The staff patiently answers 
the questions of adults and 
children, making the experi-
ence a pleasant one for all. 

Kids age 13 and under are 
invited to become members 
of a special club that allows 
them an exam, full set of X-
rays, fluoride treatment, and 
a cleaning twice a year for 
$75. It’s a great way to get chil-
dren to establish good dental 
routines, and it’s economical 
for mom and dad, too.

Adults who want brighter 
smiles can make an appoint-
ment with Dr. Buenos. Her ex-
pertise in cosmetic dentistry 
can transform a smile. When 
you think about it, your smile 

is one of the first things peo-
ple notice about you. Accord-
ing to a survey conducted by 
the American Academy of 
Cosmetic Dentistry, nearly 
every adult believes that a 
smile is an important social 
asset. By keeping teeth white 
and health-looking, you’ll 
always make a good impres-
sion. 

You can brush often, and 
still see tooth discoloration. 
This is because teeth age, just 
as we do, and teeth show their 
age by becoming darker or 

yellow. Food, drink, and even 
certain medications have an 
impact on teeth color. Coffee, 
tea, and tobacco are among 
the foes, so if you’re a big cof-
fee drinker, take a look in 
the mirror. If you don’t like 
what you see, speak with 
the doctor about what can 
be done. Fortunately, the lat-
est bleaching methods work 
quickly, and the results are 
dazzling, wiping away these 
signs of aging.

Tooth whitening at 56/7 
Dental is the way to go be-

cause the whitening methods 
utilized here are more profes-
sional than what you might 
find over the counter, provid-
ing better results. A single 
office visit is all it takes to 
see this difference. Regular 
check-ups are recommended 
so that results can be main-
tained. 

Another way smiles are 
hindered is because teeth are 
chipped or broken. Dental 
implants can solve this prob-
lem. They are comfortable 
and strong, so you can bite 
into food with confidence. 
They are durable, and last 
many years. Pricing starts 
at $1,600 for a single implant, 
“from start to finish,” says 
the doctor. 

Dr. Milford is a gradu-
ate of Meharry Medical Col-
lege School of Dentistry. Dr. 
Bueno and Dr. Dranovsky 
are New York University 
graduates. 

56/7 Dental [5610 Sev-
enth Ave. between 56th and 
57th streets in Sunset Park, 
(718) 436–1339]. Open Mon-
day through Saturday, 10 
am–6 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

56/7 Dental perfect for the whole family’s oral needs
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F ew activities embody the 
spirit of summer like 
sailing. Smelling the 

ocean air while catching some 
fi sh or preparing the boat for 
a fun-fi lled day are activities 
synonymous with summer re-
laxation.

As enjoyable as sailing 
can be, it’s in the best in-
terests of sailors and their 
passengers to take certain 
precautionary measures 
to ensure everyone makes 
it back to shore safely. One 
such measure is protecting 
skin from the sun. When 
sailing, men, women, and 
children spend a significant 
amount of time soaking up 
the sun’s rays, which can 
lead to chronic skin damage 
or even skin cancer for those 
who don’t take steps to pro-
tect themselves. The follow-
ing are a few ways boaters 
can ensure their next sailing 
trip is as safe as it is fun.

Don protective cloth-

ing. When sailing, women 
might be tempted to wear 
a bikini, while men might 

prefer to wear some swim 
trunks and nothing else. 
Such attire might be relax-
ing, but it’s not very safe. 
Instead of beach gear, wear 
protective clothing, includ-
ing long-sleeve T-shirts and 
wide-brimmed hats that 
protect both the top of your 
head, your neck, and your 
face from sunburn. Sun-
glasses will also protect 
your eyes from overexpo-
sure to the sun’s rays.

Be even more diligent 

when sailing. When sailing, 
it’s important for sailors and 
their passengers to be espe-
cially diligent with regards 
to skin protection. Sand and 
water reflect the sun’s rays, 
increasing a person’s risk 
of sun damage. So be even 
more careful and protective 
of your skin on the water or 
at the beach than you would 
be if relaxing in the back-
yard. 

Apply a broad-spec-

trum, water-resistant 

sunscreen. The American 
Academy of Dermatology 

recommends a generous ap-
plication of a broad-spec-
trum, water-resistant sun-
screen with an SPF, or Sun 
Protection Factor, of at least 
30. Re-apply the sunscreen 
every two hours, and imme-
diately after going into the 
water or if you find your-
self sweating. Be sure to use 
a sunscreen that is “broad-
spectrum,” as this means it 
protects your skin from both 
UVA and UVB rays.

Spend some time in the 

shade. Even though you’re 
on a boat, there are opportu-
nities to escape the sun. Sit in 
a shaded area on the boat, es-
pecially during certain hours 
of the day when the sun’s rays 
are at their strongest. The 
Academy notes that the sun’s 
rays are strongest between 
the hours of 10 am and 4 pm. 
One trick of the trade is to al-
ways seek shade when your 
shadow is shorter than you 
are.

Be prepared. A boat car-
ries a host of supplies so sail-
ors don’t end up stranded at 

sea. But don’t forget to stock 
up on protective items just 
in case some sailors forget 
to bring along sunscreen or 
protective gear. In addition 
to packing extra bottles of 
sunscreen, store some extra 

long-sleeve T-shirts and wide-
brimmed hats so friends and 
family don’t fall victim to the 
sun or feel as thought they 
need to sit in the cabin or out 
of the sun for the duration of 
the trip.  

Protect skin when sailing

Donning appropriate attire, including wide-brimmed hats, is one way to 
protect skin from overexposure to the sun when sailing.
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S ummer draws peo-
ple outdoors to en-
joy fun in the sun. 

But not every aspect of 
summertime weather 
can be pleasant, espe-
cially when sunburn 
rears its blistery head.

Despite the health 
warnings about sun ex-
posure, people still ven-
ture outdoors repeatedly 
without the use of a pro-
tective product with a 

high enough SPF. Side 
effects of failing to pro-
tect the skin can include 
nasty burns and an in-
creased risk of skin can-
cer later in life. Perhaps 
individuals fail to take 
sunburns seriously be-
cause they don’t associ-
ate sunburns with any-
thing dangerous. But 
sunburn is just like any 
other burn and the skin 
pays the price.

Most people wouldn’t 

intentionally set fi re to 
their skin or play with 
caustic chemicals. But 
they will spend hours in 
the sun unprotected. Just 
like the fl ames of a fi re, 
the sun can cause serious 
burns, even second- and 
third-degree ones. A sec-
ond-degree burn causes 
not only damage to the 
epidermis, or the outer 
layer of skin, but extends 
deeper into the dermis 
as well. A third-degree 
burn seriously harms 
the entire epidermis and 
dermis, as well as nerves 
and fatty tissue contained 
within, according to The 
Children’s Hospital of 
Wisconsin. Because the 
epidermis and hair fol-
licles are destroyed, new 
skin will not grow.

Sunburn can oc-
cur after roughly 15 to 
30 minutes of exposure 
to the sun. The burn it-
self may not show up 
for hours later, which is 
why people often think 
they’ve avoided a burn. 
The results of sunburn 
are often pain, redness, 
and potential blistering, 
depending on the level of 
damage. Although there 
is no specifi c treatment 
for sunburn, there are 
some remedies that can 
help the pain and help to 
speed up recovery.

• Drink plenty of wa-
ter. Damaged skin may 
not be able to properly in-
hibit the loss of moisture 
from the body, resulting 
in dehydration. Drink-
ing water can replenish 
fl uids needed for comfort 

The best way to treat sun-
burn is being diligent about 
applying sunblock before 
going outdoors. 

Get relief from the pain of sunburns
and health.

• Over-the - counter 
pain medications may 
alleviate the stubborn 
pain. If the pain is very 
severe, consult a phy-
sician, who might feel 
prescription-strength 
pain relievers are nec-
essary. There also are 

topical pain-relief sprays 
that temporarily dull the 
pain and cool the skin.

• Cool, wet compresses 
as well as lotions that 
soothe can also be help-
ful and reduce swelling. 
Look for ones with natu-
ral ingredients, such as 
aloe vera.

• Oral antihistamines 
can help when the skin 
eventually starts to peel 
and becomes itchy.

• If blisters are present, 
leave them be until they 
break on their own. Pre-
maturely breaking sun-
burn blisters can increase 
the risk of infection. An 

antibiotic cream may be 
applied after the blisters 
break to speed up healing 
and prevent infection.

• If the sunburn is se-
vere or accompanied by a 
fever, consult a physician.

The best way to treat 
sunburn is not to get it in 
the fi rst place. 

utes. If you have been 
sweating profusely or 
have been in the pool or 
ocean for awhile, play it 
safe and reapply often.

Myth: A little drop 
of sunscreen is all that’s 
needed. Many people 
are applying far too 
little sunscreen to pro-
tect themselves from 
the sun. The average 
person needs about an 
ounce of lotion to cover 

his or her entire body. 
Think about the size of 
a shot glass and use that 
amount. 

Myth: Spending more 
money on SPF 50 will get 
me superior protection. 
The rate of protection 
from SPF 30 to SPF 50 is 
marginal. SPF 30 (when 
applied correctly) can 
protect against 97 per-
cent of UVB rays. That’s 
adequate for many peo-
ple. It’s most important 
to choose a sunscreen 
that protects against 
UVA and UVB rays.  

SUNSCREEN
Continued from page 23

New York Methodist has over 1,000 affiliated physicians. These experienced 
doctors, many trained at the world’s most prestigious universities and medical 

centers, represent just about every medical specialty you might need. They provide the 
kind of exceptional treatment that makes New York Methodist Brooklyn’s finest hospital.

EXCEPT IONAL

Helping Brooklyn Thrive
PHYSICIAN REFERRAL SERVICE 

718-499-CARE  •  NYM.ORG 

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health



28    COURIER LIFE, JULY 31–AUG. 6, 2015 B GM BR

When it comes to the sum-
mer months, there’s never a 
shortage of places to “catch 
some rays” in Brooklyn, 
from the beaches of Coney Is-
land to the fields of Prospect 
Park. For those who will be 
spending time in the sun, it 
is always necessary to take 
proper precautions against 
skin-damaging ultraviolet ra-
diation, which can lead to sun-
burn, aging of the skin, and of 
greatest concern, skin cancer 
— the most common type of 
cancer in the United States. 
Using sunscreen with SPF 30 
or above is important, as is re-
applying frequently — particu-
larly between the hours of 10 
a.m. and 4 p.m. when the sun’s 
UV radiation is at its strongest.  
If possible, avoiding direct sun 
exposure during these hours 
is ideal as well, either by wear-
ing protective clothing, stay-
ing under a beach umbrella, or 
relaxing in the shade.

But while these steps cer-
tainly help to minimize the 
chances that one will ulti-
mately develop skin cancer, 
there is no way to eliminate 
the risk entirely, unfortu-
nately. Even those who never 
set foot out of doors are not 
immune, which is why know-
ing the signs and symptoms of 
the most common types of skin 

cancer is equally as important 
a defense against the disease 
as sunscreen.

Skin cancers are divided 
into two major categories: 
melanoma and non-melanoma. 
Melanoma (the deadliest type 
of skin cancer) is more diffi-
cult to distinguish than non-
melanoma types of the disease, 
and can appear on any part of 

the body, even without sun 
exposure. Signs of melanoma 
include large, dark spots sur-
rounded by dark flecks, small 
patches of skin that turn red, 
white, dark blue or brown and 
have an irregular border, or 
moles that change shapes and/
or bleed.

“As with any type of cancer, 
early detection of melanoma is 
crucial,” said Steven Danziger, 
M.D., chief of dermatology at 
New York Methodist Hospital. 
“There is a wide range of tradi-
tional treatment options avail-
able for melanoma, including 
excisional surgery to remove 
the tumor or tumors from the 
skin, chemotherapy, radiation 
therapy and immunotherapy.” 

The two non-melanoma 
types of skin cancer are called 
basal cell carcinoma (BCC) 
and squamous cell carcinoma 
(SCC). These are the types of 
cancer that most commonly 
occur on skin that is exposed 
to the sun. BCCs appear as 

wax-like bumps or flesh-col-
ored patches, while SCCs look 
like hard red bumps or raised, 
scaly patches. 

“BCCs and SCCs can grow 
rapidly, and though they are 
rarely deadly, they can still 
become very large, and need 
prompt treatment,” said NYM 
dermatologist David Fran-
kel, M.D. “In addition to tra-
ditional excisional surgery, 
treatment options for BCCs 
and SCCs can include photo-
dynamic therapy, which uses 
certain wavelengths of light to 
kill the cancerous cells; radia-
tion; cryosurgery to freeze the 
tumor and remove it; and topi-
cal creams. But those options 
only become available after 
one takes the most vital step 
of all — getting any spot that 
causes concern checked out as 
soon as possible.”

For a referral to a dermatol-
ogist affiliated with NYM, call 
718-499-CARE or go to www.
nym.org. 
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T he public is aware 
that sunburns can 
be particularly 

dangerous, but scientifi c 
evidence increasingly 
suggests there’s no such 
thing as a safe tan — 
particularly if that tan 
comes by way of baking 
in the sun or on a tan-
ning bed.

The World Health 
Organization’s cancer 
division listed tanning 
beds as defi nitive can-
cer-causers. Research 
indicates that the risk 
for melanoma, the most 
common form of skin 
cancer, rises as much as 
75 percent in people who 
were frequent tanners in 
their teenage years and 
early 20s. The risk from 
tanning beds is so great 
that the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration 
had an open hearing to 
fi gure out stricter tan-
ning bed regulations and 
more obvious warning 

labels on the devices.
For those who still 

want to have tanned 
skin but not experience 
the risk associated with 
tanning beds or UV ex-
posure, spray tans or 
sunless tanning creams 
are good options. These 
products contain a sub-
stance called dihydroxy-
acetone (DHA). The Mayo 
Clinic says that DHA re-
acts with dead cells in 
the outermost layer of 
the skin. This temporar-
ily darkens the skin’s ap-
pearance. While the col-
oring doesn’t wash off, it 
will gradually fade as the 
dead skin cells slough 
off within a few days. 
Some of these products 
also contain coloring 
pigments to help even 
out the tan and make it 
visible before the DHA 
reaches maximum ef-
fect. These products are 
generally safe for most 
of the body but need to 

be avoided around mu-
cous membranes and the 
eyes.

Most of the sunless 
tanning products are 
safe, but it is not advise-
able to take sunless tan-
ning pills. These pills 
contain a color additive 
that can turn the skin or-
ange when taken in large 
quantities. They also 
may cause liver dam-
age and the formation of 
crystals in the retina of 
the eye.

For those consider-
ing the sunless tanning 
route, there are some 
ways to get an even-look-
ing tan.

• Exfoliate the body 
with a wash cloth to re-
move excess dead skin 
cells that may darken 
more in contrast to other 
parts of the skin.

• Use a light touch 
and go sparingly with 
the product. For hard-to-
reach areas of the body, 

have someone help you 
apply it. Many people 
like professional spray 
tans at salons because 
the application method 
tends to be more even 
than with lotions and 
creams.

• Wash hands after 
applying the product so 
your palms don’t turn 
color, and pay special 
attention to your fin-
gernails. Then use a 
cosmetic sponge or cot-
ton ball to apply the 
tanner to the top of 
each hand.

• Use sunblock on the 
body even while using 
a self-tanner. These lo-
tions generally don’t con-
tain sunscreens, and the 
tan will provide no pro-
tection at all.

• Make sure to wait 
until the tanner dries 
completely before you get 
dressed. Otherwise you 
can be left with stained 
clothing.

Spray tans a safer option than bed

Sunless tanning products are safer options than tanning 
beds and outdoor sun exposure.



Group Health Incorporated (GHI), HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP), HIP Insurance Company of New York and EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC are 
EmblemHealth companies. EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC provides administrative services to the EmblemHealth companies. Neighborhood Care is a 
division of EmblemHealth. ©EmblemHealth Inc. 2015, All Rights Reserved. 

SUMMER IS ALL ABOUT UNWINDING, SPENDING TIME OUTDOORS AND 

ENJOYING ALL THE FUN WAYS TO LIVE HEALTHIER IN NEW YORK CITY.

At EmblemHealth, we’re excited to offer you another season packed with health 
and wellness, right here in the neighborhood. Come join us for:

• Farmers markets – Find fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables

• Cooking demo’s – Learn how to make healthier meals for you & your family

• Fitness classes – Get fit, stay active, have fun — all for FREE!

With plenty of family-friendly resources and activities, we can help you take  
small steps to a healthier lifestyle during the summer months, and beyond.

Download our FREE app and take us  
with you wherever you go!

PUT HEALTHIER LIVING ON  
YOUR SUMMER CALENDAR

Visit smallsteps.emblemhealth.com for a full calendar of FREE events  

and learn more about how we can help protect you and your family.
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Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Live Pain Free
In the care of 

Dr. Vincent Adamo... 
 Chiropractic Care 

For Adults And Children

  Natural Nutritional Detox, 
Super Greens And More

Improves Your 
Circulation, 

Mobility, 
Mind Set, 

Overall Health

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
We Welcome MTA, Verizon, 

All Major CC

CONGRATS & THANK YOU

WOMEN OF DISTINCTION 2015

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifi eds & Online

ASK ABOUT OPPORTUNITIES
FOR ADVERTORIAL PLACEMENT

TO EXPLAIN YOUR STUDY

Call Amanda Tarley
718-260-8340

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

P soriasis is a chronic skin condi-
tion blamed on an improperly 
functioning immune system. The 

body may detect a perceived anomaly 
and attack itself. When a person is suf-
fering from psoriasis, his skin cells are 
produced at an accelerated rate, result-
ing in red, raised and scaly patches on 
the skin known as plaques. Plaques 
are well-defi ned and typically appear 
on the scalp, lower back, face, palms, 
and soles of feet.

About one-third of people with pso-
riasis have a family member with the 
disease. Studies show the emotional 
and social effects of psoriasis are more 
signifi cant for women than men, but 
both can be affected negatively by 
symptoms.

There is no cure for psoriasis, and 
some people are affected more se-
verely than others. In addition, cer-
tain factors can aggravate psoriasis 
and lead to fl are-ups. Understanding 
these triggers may help those affected 
by the disease better manage their 
symptoms. 

Overexposure to sunlight. Ex-
posure to sunlight and other forms of 
ultraviolet rays can be benefi cial in 
reducing symptoms of psoriasis, and 
some dermatologists may even pre-
scribe UV treatment. However, over-
exposure to the sun can worsen symp-
toms, particularly if men and women 
get a sunburn. There is a fi ne line be-
tween what is too much sun and enough 
sun, which is why those with psoriasis 
should only undergo UV treatment un-
der the care of a dermatologist.

Stress. Doctors don’t know exactly 

why, but psoriasis and stress seem to 
be linked. As stress escalates, fl are-
ups of psoriasis may become more 
common. In turn, fl are-ups can lead to 
additional stress. Finding ways to re-
duce stress may result in clearer skin. 

Hot water. Use lukewarm water 
and a moisturizing soap. Some der-
matologists recommend colloidal oat-
meal or Epsom salts in a bath to soften 
skin, relieve itching and help slough 
off scaly patches. Avoid situations that 
will lead to dry skin, such as exposure 
to hot or cold weather. Use moisturizer 
and reapply as needed.

Certain foods. Some people with 
psoriasis note that certain foods and 
beverages trigger their fl are-ups. To-
mato- and pepper-based products and 
acidic or alcoholic beverages may 
cause fl are-ups.

Infections: After a bout of strep 
throat or an ear infection, people with 
psoriasis may fi nd their condition 
takes a turn for the worse. Though 
doctors don’t quite understand why, 
certain infections and medications to 
treat those conditions can cause pso-
riasis to act up. Discuss your psoriasis 
with your physician before taking any 
medications.

Hormones. Women may fi nd that 
hormonal changes trigger their psori-
asis. Research isn’t clear as the connec-
tion between psoriasis and hormones, 
but doctors do know that pregnancy 
and menopause can cause psoriasis 
to worsen or even appear for the fi rst 
time. Others fi nd that an increase or 
decrease in estrogen levels improves 
their psoriasis symptoms. 

Certain factors can aggravate symptoms of psoriasis.

Various things contribute 
to psoriasis fl are-ups
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
So, how do you become a good 
person?

A group of Brooklyn bud-
dies decided one way was to 
start an arts organization 
and create a stage show called 
“How to be a GoodPerson.”

Ditmas Park theater com-
pany Lamplighter Produc-
tions recently unveiled its pre-
mier production — the story of 
Vanessa and Paul, whom are 
searching for meaning in an 
environment of overwhelm-
ing stimulation, not unlike the 
world of social media that we 
live in today — but the group 
doesn’t want to feel boxed in 
by the stage, according to one 
of Lamplighter’s founding 
members.

“Although ‘How to Be a 
GoodPerson’ is being per-
formed in theaters, we think 
of ourselves as more of an art 
community than a theater 
company,” said Paul Wein-
trob. “Too many artists, in 
New York and beyond, seem to 
limit themselves to one or an-
other particular style or me-
dium.” 

Even the play is uncon-
ventional, integrating three 
types of scenes — how-to vid-
eos by the “GoodPerson Cor-
poration” spokesperson, 
traditional dialogue scenes 
between Vanessa and Paul, 
and interactive question-and-
answer segments with the au-
dience.

The idea for the show 
started during chats over 
Google hangouts, then snow-
balled into more serious 
script-writing sessions more 
than six weeks ago. 

With more than a little 
help from supporters via Kick-
starter donations, the group 
was able to raise $8,000 to pro-
duce the show — a whole grand 
more than their initial goal. 

“Exceeding the goal felt 
amazing and was so unex-
pected,” said Weintrob. “We 
are so grateful to everyone 
who took it upon themselves 
to support our vision.” 

The funds allowed Lamp-
lighter to premier the show 
with a three-night run in 
Pittsburg starting July 18, fol-
lowed by a four-show stint at 

the Chain Theater in Long Is-
land City from July 22. 

Lamplighter Productions 
formed last year when direc-
tor Jordan Sucher, from Dit-
mas Park, brought his fellow 
Brooklynites together. 

Sasha Atlas of Sheepshead 
Bay and Charlie Oniszczuk 
of Williamsburg both went to 
Brooklyn Tech High School 
with Sucher, and Weintrob 
met the director at a summer 

arts program at Brandeis Uni-
versity around the same time. 

“I think we’ve all been into 
the arts for as long as we can 
remember,” said Weintrob. 

The other four members 
are Vanessa Frank, Jill Bell-
ovin, Mida Chu, and Michael 
Sypa, and all hail from further 
afi eld, but were drawn into 
Lamplighter’s creative orbit. 

After all the members 
moved into their current res-

idence on Rugby Road in Dit-
mas Park, the players started 
to home in on exactly how 
they wanted their fi rst show to 
turn out. 

“Living in Brooklyn has 
certainly shaped this show,” 
said Weintrob. “We defi nitely 
modeled some aspects of the 
show on our experiences while 
living in this apartment, in-
cluding modeling our set off 
of it.” 

GOOD PEOPLE: From left, Michael Sypa, Paul Weintrob, Vanessa Frank, Jordan Sucher, Sasha Atlas, Charlie 
Oniszczak, Jill Bellovin, and Mida Chu all make up Lamplighter Productions, based in Ditmas Park.  
 Lamplighter Productions

Artists teach how to 
be a ‘GoodPerson’

Complete Banking gives you even more freedom and  
time to do the things you love. Plus, get up to $200  
when you open a new Complete Checking Plus account.*

Complete
Checking 

Plus.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

   mobile  
  check      
 deposit

 earn  
   interest

 ATM fee 
  rebates

 

* New New ComComCCompCompCooCoCoCom letelete C CheCheheckickinckiccki g PlPlus as aus ccount with new money ony ony ony only.ly.ly. ly. ExisExExExExiEx ting chehcheckincking acg accounco t customersers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account
withwithhhin tin tin tin tn tn tin tin tn he lhe lhe lhe astaststast 24 m24 mononthnths. Ts. This his offeoffer isr is limlimited to one Complete Checking Plus accoucount pnt per her housousehold. Minimum deposit required to open a new Complete Checking Plus account is $100. No minimum balance required to be eligible for the
Bonuonnunuonunununuuuon sssss. Dss irect DDDDDeDDeDeeeposipospopopoposit – t –t  You uY willwillwillwill recc r eiveeiv  $100 for signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 or more. Tax refund checks do not qualify as direct deposit. Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 90 days after the
accoaccoacaccococcocoa coc unt is opepepeneenepened. Dd Ddd ebitbit CarCCarC d Pud Purcrchachases se – You will receive $50 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments – You will receive $50 for completing 5 online
bbbbankbb ing bill-p-p-p-paypay-p mentmentmenenmentments vis vs vis vis v FlFla Fla Flushiushing Bng ank’k’s Ons line Banking portal. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Debit Card Purchases and Online Bill-payments must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM
AMOUNT AAAAANY CNY CNY CNY CUSTOUUSTOU MER MER CAN RECECEIVEIVE IS $I 200.  The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about the end of the month following the completion of the above qualifying transactions within the required time
after accocount opt openinening. Ag  1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. All offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time.

For more information, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889  
or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

Complete access. Complete control. Complete Banking.
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 07/31/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$17,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE    
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Gr Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
             MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $12,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 43k 17044 $14,750
 2013 Mercedes C300, 47k 16502 $19,995 

$8,995
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 07/31/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
W

E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
  

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $3,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
� ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 14k 16310 $7,500
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995

 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2014 Mazda 3, 55k 15906 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995 
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Honda CRV, 57k 13914 $14,995

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

$14 ,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 DODGE SPRINTER

58k miles, Stk#15079

$31,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS
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To the editor,
Borough President Adams ex-

pressed his views on a couple of is-
sues that I disagree with him on 
(“Beep: One library for all,” July 24). 

He speaks about placing library 
funding under the Department of Ed-
ucation, an agency that is currently 
not doing very well in running the 
school system, and libraries would 
not be a priority when funding for 
schools is limited. The library is a 
community resource and should not 
be an adjunct of the school system. 

He further stated that libraries 
should be computer-centric, not book-
centric. Not a good idea. In observ-
ing children using computers in the 
library, I find that they watch music 
videos, play games, and chat on Face-
book. That’s not very educational and 
just a source of distraction. 

Another bad idea is using library 
air rights to build below-market-rate 
housing. This will not help raise 
funding for the library.

Paul Sternblitz 
Brooklyn

To the editor,
“Black Lives Matter” shouldn’t 

only be about when blacks are killed 
by police, but in fact should also mat-
ter when blacks are killed by blacks 
(“Black lives matter only if the cul-
prits are white,” A Britisher’s View 
by Shavana Abruzzo, July 17).

Black America can no longer ig-
nore and remain silent on these geno-
cides occurring within our African-
American communities, which are 
living in unbelievable fear over these 
acts of horror. No more excuses! 

Yes, we need to address police 
brutality and racism, however noth-
ing is coming close to the number of 
black-on-black or black-brown mur-
ders happening across this coun-
try. This must stop now! We feel it’s 
time for America and black America 
to face the harsh reality that since 
Trayvon Martin’s death, more than 
21,000 black lives have been claimed 
at the hands of black and brown 
Americans. This is unacceptable.

Robert Hayes was brutally mur-
dered and left naked on the streets 
of Newark, N.J. on July 9 by alleged 

street gang members. He was due 
to graduate from college next year. 
Robert was a hard-working young 
man with no gang affiliations. He 
was loved by all who were fortunate 
enough to know him. He was a hand-
some, selfless, and caring young 
man, who had a smile that could 
light up a room. His father said he 
felt his baby boy made him a much 
better man and that his son’s quest 
in life was to continue to represent 
the goodness of his father. Robert’s 
father’s life wasn’t an easy one. Once 
homeless, he had some challenges 
with the law in his past. However for 
the last 20 years he had raised his 
son as a single parent to become a 
fine young man that would make his 
society proud.

Black leaders can no longer re-
main silent and not address these 
genocides taking place across this 
country on a daily basis. Why are 
they not outraged and marching to 
protest these senseless killings?

Emmanuel Shahid Watson
The writer is a spokesman for the 

family of Robert Hayes.

To the editor,
When it comes to the Iran nuclear 

agreement, rabid, Muslim-hating 
Shavana Abruzzo misses the point 
entirely (“Iran-eous! Nuke deal is an 
atomic catastrophe,” A Britisher’s 
View, July 24). 

Besides Israel, the countries that 
most oppose the lifting of sanctions 
are Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, 
Turkey, and several  oil-producing 
countries in the Middle East which 
are now all de-facto allies of Israel. 
Even Abruzzo must admit that they 
are all nations of Islam, and if Israel 
is to make a dent into the power and 
influence of Iran, these Muslim na-
tions are going  to play an absolutely 
vital role in the end game. If Israel is 
to attack Iran, it will have to fly over 
Saudi Arabia and need their con-
sent. But Abruzzo would rather stick 
to her bigoted ideology. She refuses 
to admit that the world is changing 
and that hate has no place in it.

Borough President Adams will 
be hosting the second annual Inter-
national Day of Friendship on Aug. 
2 at Cadman Plaza Park. It would not 
hurt Shavana Abruzzo to be man-
dated to attend. She certainly could 
use a dose of world goodwill as we 
practice it here in Kings County.

Henry Finkelstein
Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
I agree with Tom Allon that all 

elected politicians should spend 
their time doing their jobs, and not 
running around the country cam-
paigning for other offices (“Who’s 
Running the state for these candi-
dates?” Political Spin Cycle, July 
24). 

I was appalled in 2007 and 2008 
when Hillary Clinton and Barack 
Obama (both senators at the time), 
and a bunch of Republican gover-
nors and congressmen spent al-
most two years doing nothing but 
fund-raising and campaigning for 
the Presidency. Now this is starting 
all over again. Who’s minding the 
store?

I agree that if an elected offi-
cial wants to spend his time cam-
paigning for higher office, he or she 
should either resign from his pres-
ent office or, with the approval of his 
constituents, provide a temporary 
replacement until after the election, 
since he or she may not be elected to 
the higher office.

I also have two other suggestions 
that might enable presidential can-
didates to spend less time campaign-
ing. First, limit campaign spending. 
This would accomplish two things: 
enable potential candidates with 
less money than Donald Trump or 
the Clintons to enter and run the 
race on an equal footing, and elimi-
nate the need for candidates to spend 
half their time fund-raising.

I also believe that we need to 
eliminate the electoral college, pref-
erably before the next presiden-
tial election. Presidents should be 
elected by popular vote, not by red 
and blue states. Our currently work-
ing candidates would then be ac-
countable to the country as a whole, 
not just the states whose electoral 
votes they want to win. Our votes 
should be based on what these can-
didates are currently doing for their 
own states or in Washington, D.C. 

If these politicians really want to 
be President, let them earn the right 
by what they are doing for their 
country now, rather than what they 
claim they would do if elected. Al-
though those candidates who are not 
currently employed in politics can 
spend all their time campaigning, 
our currently employed politicians 
should realize that they have made 
a choice and promised their constit-
uents to work for them. What they 
do in their current jobs is vitally im-

portant to their constituents. 
Public office should never be 

viewed just as a stepping-stone to 
higher office, but as a responsibil-
ity to those who elected them. Scott 
Walker and Chris Christie, go back 
home and do your jobs!

Elaine Kirsch
Gravesend

To the editor,
Lenore Skenazy is compassionate, 

enlightened, and humane (“When 
ending your own life is not suicide,” 
Rhymes With Crazy, July 17). Having 
had several relatives who died from 
cancer, the doctors were very limited 
in easing their pain.

Former Rep. John Dingell (D–
Michigan) tried in vain to legalize 
heroin for patients who were stricken 
with excruciating pain, yet his mea-
sure did not receive any White House 
support from Republican or Demo-
cratic presidents for fear of drug 
smuggling.

Marijuana has been in effect in 
Colorado, and other states are per-
mitting it to a limited extent, to re-
duce the side effects of chemotherapy, 
such as vomiting, but with advanced 
cancer little has been done to reduce 
the patient’s suffering. Five states 
now permit voluntary, active eutha-
nasia: Oregon, Washington, New 
Mexico, Vermont, and Montana.

Prior to Oregon being the first 
state to permit voluntary, active eu-
thanasia, its late Gov. Tom McCall 
was the first chief executive of any 
state to sign living will legislation al-
lowing the patient the right to end life 
support in a terminally ill, chronic 
situation. Also Colorado was the first 
state to liberalize the abortion laws, 
allowing a woman to terminate an 
unwanted pregnancy after 24 weeks, 
and not to just save her own life.

Ending one’s life should not be 
regarded as legally assisted suicide, 
but a decision the patient made as a 
result of informed consent. 

We show more compassion to ail-
ing cats, dogs, and horses than hu-
man beings. 

When the human temple ceases 
to become a function of joy and is 
wracked with pain, and when the 
time comes for people to have to walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death, it should not have to be a 
rough and rocky road for a journey 
that can be painless and peaceful.

Elliot Abosh
Brighton Beach

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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ew Yorkers have always 
had their own slang. 
We all know that that 

“coffee regular” means cof-
fee with milk and sugar. A 
“straphanger” is a subway 
rider (though, come to think 
of it, maybe it’s a bus rider, 
too). And fugheddaboudit is 
a single word.

But we are clearly over-
due for an update. So here is: 

Halal-anon: Meetings 
for people addicted to lamb 
over rice.

Quipster: A hipster who 
lives in Queens. 

Tri-asselete: A person 
who, by a combination of 
man-spreading, leaning, 
and glowering, manages to 
take up three seats on the 
subway. 

Celebate: A person who 
tries to not spot celebrities.

PPB: Short for “phan-
tom phone booth” — a phone 
booth with only wires left in 
it. 

High Line Line: A line 
you are likely to hear on the 
High Line, e.g., “It’s 7:30 in 

Milan now.” Or, “I could’ve 
bought that building for 
$50,000 in ’78.”

Yellowed Cab: Pre-Uber 
form of transportation.

Square Knot: A crowd of 
Times Square tourists try-
ing to cross the street that 
intersects with a crowd of 

tourists trying buy $10 hand-
bags.

Coney-ism: Boardwalk 
employees who send busi-
ness to other Boardwalk es-
tablishments. E.g., “Now 
that you’ve had a hot dog, 
maybe it’s time for a ride on 
the Cyclone.”

NO-DOZ: (Acronym) The 
neighborhood Near Or Di-
rectly Opposite Zabar’s.

NO-DOZ BRONX: The 
neighborhood Near Or Di-
rectly Opposite Zoo. 

Blunch: Brunch that 
commences at or past lunch 
time.

Tramelot: Nickname re-
flecting Camelot-like hopes 
for new Cornell Tech cam-
pus on Roosevelt Island.

Churisma: The irresist-
ible allure of a giant pile of 
churros.

Ferry Godfather: A Ma-
fia don who lives on Staten 
Island.

Cartio Workout: The ex-
ercise one gets walking over 
to the hot dog cart.

Bubblestone: Street or 
sidewalk littered with bub-
ble-shaped tops of Frappu-

cino cups.
Lost and Lost: The MTA’s 

Lost and Found booth.
Late Bloomers: Build-

ings and projects begun in 
Bloomberg era only now 
reaching completion.

A-Riguez: The side of A-
Rod we didn’t see until now.

Cataclysmic Climate 
Change: The act of entering 
a freezing subway car from 
sweltering platform, or vice 
versa.

Tube Jobs: A street fair 
job, e.g., selling tube socks.

Loughnut: The lone 
doughnut left on a doughnut 
cart.

Speed Lump: A person 
standing on the left side of 

the escalator unaware that 
that side is reserved for peo-
ple walking.

Mister Loudee: Any ice 
cream truck that plays mu-
sic.

Horse Shoo: Nickname 
for Mayor DeBlasio initia-
tive to rid Central Park of 
carriages.

Sick Passenger:  Joking 
euphemism for lame excuse. 
E.g., “I wanted to get to your 
opening, but there was a sick 
passenger.” Or, “A sick pas-
senger ate my homework.”

Eva-lution: The gradual 
switch from traditional to 
charter schools, often aided 
by Eva Moskowitz.

Mondo Condo: Nick-
name for Long Island City.

Shadowfreud: To feel 
pleasure in knowing a 
friend’s luxury apartment 
will soon to be in the shadow 
of an even more luxurious 
building.

Smidgeon: A small pi-
geon.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and the author 
and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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et out your chainsaw — 
it’s raining sharks, hal-
lelujah! 

“Sharknado 3: Oh Hell No!” 
the third installment of the 
mega-colossal megaladon of 
a made-for-television-movie 
franchise, put the other two 
Sharknados to shame when it 
came to tasteless, shameless 
product placement and hom-
ages to the mother of all shark 
movies — “Jaws” — or to the 
many other cheesy, sea-scary 
Hollywood gems for that mat-
ter. Three-headed sharks any-
one?

I loved all of its one hour and 
28 minutes up to and including 
every snarky sharky ad. Oh my, 
what campy good fun from the 
folks at the SyFy channel. They 
really do know how to put the 
fear of shark fins back into hotel 
pools and roller-coaster rides. 

Yes, “Sharknado 3” will go 
down in the annals of “Them,” 
(I still shiver when I hear the 
sound of ant antennae squeak-
ing) “The Giant Behemoth,” 
“Day of the Triffids,” and “The 
Deadly Mantis” —  just a few of 
my personal favorites — when 
it comes to B movie status.

This third installment of 
the saga addressed the burning 
issues raised by “Sharknado 2” 
— including Fin and dad mak-

ing up, Fin and Nova recon-
necting, and Fin and mother-
in-law May kissing and making 
up. Bo Derek is still a 10, by the 
way, but the death toll was stag-
gering.

I felt especially saddened 
when the mayor of New York 
City, aptly emoted by the illus-
trious Robert Klein, was swal-
lowed up at the White House 
dinner. And how can we ever 
forget Frankie Muniz’s self-
less, armless, legless sacrifice 
of pushing the red, blow-up-the-
whole-shebang button with his 
nose? Genius — just pure cine-
matic genius.

“Sharknado 3” left no snarky 
tooth untouched — even the 
president kicked a-- with his 
bandolier of impressive fire 
arms and grenades. Nothing 
like a little annihilation and de-
struction to get your Rambo on. 
I just love the smell of cordite 
and shark bait in the morning. 

And just when you thought 
it was safe to put your shark-
proof umbrella away, we found 
out that there is going to be a 
“Sharknado 4” — Oh hell yes! 
This installment ended with 
the question “Should April live 
or die?” asking fans to vote on 
it. What a cliffhanger. 

Not for Nuthin™, but I vote 
thumbs-up for April — we all 
need a heroine who can give 
birth in a plummeting shark 
with one hand and a chain saw 
for the other, and still manage 
to keep her sexy black panties 
on. Now that’s what I call enter-
tainment. 

Until “Sharknado 4” comes 
to take another bite, SyFy 
channel has showcased an-
other nail-biting, itch-inducing, 
creepy-crawly, mega-destruc-
tion movie: “Lavalantula.” Just 
when you thought it was safe to 
put the Raid away, these tasty, 
toasty arachnids have gone 
atomic over Los Angeles. It 
scared the bejesus out of me. 

Family is 
one of na-
ture’s mas-

terpieces,” said Span-
ish writer George 
Santayana.

It can also be a fief-
dom that squelches 
free spirits, like Faigy Mayer 
of Williamsburg. The 30-year-
old non-conformist leapt to her 
death from a rooftop bar last 
week, after enduring years of 
renunciation from her ultra-
conservative Hasidic family for 
choosing freedom over her suf-
focating Jewish sect.

Her father’s heart bled at 
her funeral.

“I’m in pain!” he cried. “I 
can’t get out of the pain!”

Faigy’s suicide exposes the 
deadly outfall of forced disaf-
filiation — or shunning — a 
pervasive and virtually ig-
nored form of institutional-
ized aggression. Her death 
should be a wake-up call for 
card-carrying members of all 
strict religious movements 
that require them to disown 
former faithfuls — including 
their own flesh and blood — to 
uphold sham doctrines inked 

in nonsense. In their oppres-
sive lithospheres, lineage, re-
ligion, family, and politics are 
interlocked, and any oppos-
ing view is considered an as-
sault on their self and society, 
resulting in the type of cruel 
blackballing that sent tragic 
Faigy to her death.

Scientologists, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, and the Amish all 
have policies to reject apostates 
or believers who have left the 
fold, but only Muslims want 
them vaporized.

“Apostasy in Islam equals 
treason punishable by death,” 
says a Christian convert whose 
family — considered liberal in 
its circles — shunned her for 
seeking a free life in the secu-
lar world. 

The former Pakistani-Mus-
lim from Brighton Beach, a 
successful professional who 
did not want her name used, 

says she received the 
brush-off from her 
nearest and dear-
est when she tried to 
keep up contact.

“They had a fam-
ily portrait painted 
that didn’t include 

me,” she says. “They also be-
gan speaking to me in English 
instead of the Punjabi I grew up 
with.”

She was no longer welcome 
at family events nor informed 
that her mother was dying, but 
the painful treatment did not 
stop her from rushing to help 
when she heard her brother had 
leukemia and needed a bone 
marrow donor, she claims. 

She wasn’t a match — much 
to his delight.

“He told me he was relieved 
because he considered me pol-
luted,” she says. 

Free spirits owe it to them-
selves against such odds to 
turn the agony into ecstasy, 
she adds: “You have to live with 
your decision — and celebrate 
it — because there’s no turning 
back.”

Follow me on Twitter @Brit-
Shavana

hen I was a young-
ster, we ate maca-
roni. When and who 

changed the word from 
“macaroni” to “pasta?” 

Those of us who are di-
abetics are told that if we 
are going to eat pasta, it 
should be whole wheat. My 
roommate and I were in an 
Italian restaurant and I or-
dered chicken parm with 
whole-wheat pasta — any 
kind of pasta as long as it’s 
whole wheat. 

The waiter came back 
and said that they don’t 
have whole-wheat pasta — 
of any kind. 

I mentioned that there 
was a supermarket in the 
same shopping center only 
three or four doors away 
that surely would have 
some. Why not just send 
someone out to buy a box? 
The waiter returned with a 
man who appeared to be the 
manager, owner, or at least 
someone of authority. I po-
litely repeated my request, 
to which he snapped: “We 
don’t do that.” I spoke softly, 
and he shouted at me with a 
“don’t tell me what I have 
to do” attitude. How would 
you have handled this? 

I picked myself up, mo-
tioned for Carol to join me, 
and started towards the 
door. “Where are you go-
ing?” he barked.

Very politely again, with 
a smile on my face, I replied, 
“Out to the supermarket to 
buy a box of whole wheat 
pasta. In fact, as long as 
I’m there, along with it I’ll 
buy a bottle of the spaghetti 
sauce my mother served 
when I was a child. Then 
I will be heading for home 
to put the water on. We will 
enjoy our dinner sitting 
outdoors on our beautiful 
new balcony.”

Right now, most of you 
are surely asking your-
selves, what kind of spa-
ghetti sauce did they use 
in a Jewish home 65 years 
ago? The answer — drum 
roll please — ketchup!

No, I’m not kidding. I 
don’t think Ragu was in-
vented yet. I’m sure that at 
this very moment, my dear 
friend and colleague Jo-
anna DelBuono, is scream-
ing, “Ketchup on spaghetti? 
They are pazzo!”

Calm down, Jo. We’re 
Jewish. What did we know 
about gravy?

The Candie’s Foundation 
is a non-profit organization 
that educates American 
teenagers about the conse-
quences of teen pregnancy. 
Non-profit to them, but not 
to Bristol Palin. Bristol has 
been paid more than a quar-
ter of a million dollars as an 
Abstinence Ambassador. 

Well, waddya know? 
Bristol is pregnant again, 
with her second child con-
ceived out of wedlock. 

I have no real problem 
with that as long as she sup-
ports her children without 
getting government assis-
tance. It is the freeloading 
community that bugs me. 

Bristol made the an-
nouncement of her preg-
nancy several weeks after 
breaking her engagement 
with her lover. She stated 
that this pregnancy was 
“actually planned.” Really? 
“Actually planned?” 

Everybody, all together 
now — “Yeah right!”

Whatever happened to 
practicing what you preach? 
I know, I know — you are 
going to write and tell me 
that Bristol is not a teen-
ager, but shouldn’t some of 
those same rules apply? 

A friend is someone 
who does not say no when 
you ask for a favor. A good 
friend doesn’t wait for you to 
ask. I am StanGershbein@
Bellsouth.net throwing a 
big bouquet of thank yous 
to those of my really good 
friends who have been there 
when we needed you these 
past seven weeks. God bless 
you.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
They’re doing the robot!

A Kensington engineer 
is teaching Park Slope whiz-
kids how to build their own 
robots, then pit the droids 
against each other at a tech-
savvy summer camp.

BK Bots is a five-day ro-
botics workshop where 
youngsters learn how to con-
struct, program, and control 
their own mechanical mon-
sters with Lego Mindstorms 
kits — and pick up plenty 
of math and science skills 
along the way, said the pro-
gram’s creator.

“It’s learning that’s ac-
tually made fun,” said Sean 
Spillane, a former high-
school teacher who has con-
densed his semester-long 
robotics classes into a crash-
course, which he is hosting 
at Fifth Avenue math-tutor-
ing school the Mathnasium 
every week through Sept. 4. 
“We don’t have to take away 

from the learning to make it 
fun — it’s possible to do both 
of them.”

The camp is open to stu-
dents aged between 7 and 14, 
who pair up in teams of two 
to learn the nuts and bolts of 
building basic robots before 
advancing to create their 
own unique automatons, 
Spillane said. On the last 
day of the camp, the duos 
prepare their final bots for 
battle and let them loose in 
the arena. 

Spillane, who has a degree 
in mechanical engineering 
from the City College of New 
York, founded BK Bots in 
2012 after six years teaching 
math, science, and robotics 
at high schools in Flatbush 
and Midwood. He says he got 
fed up with the restrictions 
of the school curriculum and 
decided to create his own 
classroom where kids could 
learn in a fun, hands-on en-
vironment.

“I was feeling strangled 
and stifled,” said Spillane. “I 
wanted to be more creative 
and there was no option to 
do that.”

The teacher says the ro-
botics lab cured his creative 
claustrophobia, and his 
rookie roboteers continue to 
inspire him with their own 
outside-the-bots inventions.

“They come up with their 
own thing,” he said. “It’s re-

ally cool to see the different 
perspectives on how to get 
these robots to do what they 
do.”

Spillane said he even-
tually hopes to create his 
own after-school technol-
ogy academy where kids 
can pursue their passion for 
bot-building, computer-pro-
gramming, and 3D printing 
all year long. 

But he is in no hurry to 

leave BK Bots behind — he 
still has plenty to pick-up 
from his charges, he said.

“It’s kind of a cliche, but 
I learn as much from them 
as they learn from me,” said 
Spillane.

BK Bots at the Mathna-
sium [361 Fifth Ave. at Fifth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
369–6284, www.bkbots.com]. 
Weekly from July 20–Sept. 4. 
$400 per person.

Kids build, battle bots at 
Park Slope summer camp

BOT BUILDERS: BK Bots instructor Sean Spillane teaches Hamilton Akabueze, Damian Mavromatis, and Lydia 
Vassiliadi how to build battling robots.   Photo by Jason Speakman

Mega hurts!
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HARBOR WATCH
“Soldiers will do anything if 
they know their families are 
being cared for,” said Lt. Gen. 
David D. Halverson, referring 
to Army Community Service 
which is committed to caring 
for them.

Halverson, who serves 
as the assistant chief of staff 
for installation management 
and as the commander of the 
Army’s Installation Manage-
ment Command, spoke dur-
ing a ceremony in the Pen-
tagon on July 24. The event 
marked the 50th anniversary 
of the program.

Lt. Col. Emma M. Baird, 
founder of ACS, changed the 
Army philosophy about what 
families mean to the Army 
and its readiness, he said. 
Halverson called the year 
1965 “a turning point for us.”

Rob Hansgen, a program 
analyst with the Offi ce of the 
Chief of Staff for Installation 
Management, spoke before 
the ceremony.

Following World War II, 
he said, the military began a 
massive drawing down. How-
ever, postwar marriage rates 
among soldiers increased 
to levels not seen earlier. By 
1960, Army family members 
outnumbered uniformed per-
sonnel.

In response to growing 
family populations, the Army 
established a family support 
program under the deputy 

chief of staff, G-1, he said. 
But in 1963, when an the pro-
gram was proposed to sup-
port Army families, Army 
leaders rejected the proposal, 
claiming they “were not lead-
ing a social services corps.”

Baird was assigned to the 
Army Emergency Relief and 
Personnel Affairs Offi ces. 
That experience led her to 
create the structure and or-
ganization of a family ser-
vices program that was to be-
come ACS, Hansgen said.

With the creation of the 
All-Volunteer Force, or AVF, 
in 1973, the Army once again 
reassessed its family pro-
grams because of the need 
to recruit soldiers to replen-
ish its ranks. Army leaders 
began to recognize the link 
between a quality force and 
family support. To sustain 
the AVF, more and better 
comprehensive family pro-
grams were needed, Hansgen 
related.

In 1983, Gen. John A. 
Wickham, then Army chief 
of staff, recognized the neces-
sity for the Army to clearly 
articulate a philosophy of 
how the Army would take 
care of its families, then and 
in the future, he said.

Wickham envisioned a 
partnership between the 
Army and its families. In 
his white paper “The Army 
Family,” Wickham cited the 

HARBOR WATCH
Wherever the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers has started an ex-
cavation project such as the 
construction of reservoirs and 
associated water control pro-
grams, archaeologists have 
been on hand to retrieve arti-
facts.

The project shuts down 
while the archaeologists re-
move pieces of pottery, sec-
tions of clay pipes, animal 
bones and teeth, stone tools, 
pieces apothecary bottles 
along with arrowheads and 
musket balls.

Federal law requires 
these collections be stored 
for long-term preservation, 
and made available for sci-
entific research and public 
education.

In 2009, using American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act funding established a pro-
gram — the Veteran Curation 
Program — to manage the 
collections. The program pro-
vide temporary employment 
and archaeological curation 
training to post-9-11 veterans 
at laboratories across Amer-
ica.

Since establishment of the 
Program, 241 veterans have 
been employed by the pro-
gram, 139 gained full-time, 
permanent employment af-
ter their fi ve-month stint was 
done and an additional 39 have 
continued on with their edu-
cation. Presently, there are 
36 veterans working in these 
labs.

While processing archae-
ological artifacts, veterans 
learn computer skills, data-
base and records manage-
ment, software profi ciency 
and photographing and scan-
ning technologies.

Manager Jasmine Heck-
man not only oversees the 
collections that the veteran 
technicians are processing, 
she arranges for guest speak-
ers to come in once a week to 
talk with the transitioning 
military personnel on a vari-

ety of topics, from fi nancial 
guidance to the building of re-
sumes and holding mock in-
terviews.

While Heckman never 
served in the military, she 
said she believes helping vet-
erans successfully prepare 
for a civilian career is a good 
way to thank them for their 
service.

“They all really wanted 
to be here and learn how to 
archive these artifacts,” she 
said. “It’s all invaluable to the 
Corps because many of these 
collections come in to the 
lab and they can be in really 
rough shape … the boxes are 
tattered and torn, information 
can be at times tough to read, 
but we’re able [to] archive, 
then rehouse these materials, 
re-box them and ensure that 
the research material is all 
digitized and scanned … it re-
ally is very worthwhile to re-
searchers.”

One Army veteran, Jackie 
Muddiman, was medically 
retired as a staff sergeant in 
2011. He served one tour in 
Kosovo and four tours in Iraq. 
But his body couldn’t handle 
the injuries he’d suffered dur-
ing the third trip to Iraq in 
2005. His Humvee had been hit 
by an improvised explosive de-
vice. Of the four soldiers in the 
vehicle, only two survived.

Today, at 35, he’s awaiting 
“a lot more surgeries” on his 
left arm and leg. He also has 
trouble with post-traumatic 
stress. But now, he said, he’s 
looking ahead to a different 
life.

“I’m gaining skills as far 
as the databases go, organiz-
ing documents. The archives 
process is so intensive that 
I’ve actually been able to use 
it in my personal life, arrang-
ing all those military docu-
ments you need for retire-
ment. If someone calls and 
says they need a copy, I don’t 
have to fumble through 40 
folders, I can just pull it up 
on my computer and zap it to 
them,” he said.

Muddiman found out about 
the VCP through the Army 
Wounded Warrior Program 
while he was assigned as cadre 
at the Fort Drum, New York, 
Warrior Transition Unit.

“A counselor emailed me 
and asked if I’d be interested 
… I read the job description 
and said, ‘wow, that does 
sound interesting because I’m 
a history buff,’ ” he said.

Muddiman’s goal is to 
transition into a company 
called Mission BBQ, a restau-
rant chain of 18, which was 
founded on Sept. 11, 2011, and 
focuses on recognizing ser-

Continued on page 40Continued on page 40

Military personnel fi nd purpose with artifacts

HAPPY GOLDEN MEMORIES: Lt. Gen. David Halverson, Colleen Tud-
denham, Rich Stagliano, and Laurie Brown cut the anniversary cake.

EXAMINING ARTIFACTS: Naval Reservist Michael Rosario-Figueroa 
catalogues lithic artifacts.  JD Leipold

Life after the army

Program gives back 
to Army families
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
It was a day for Brooklyn he-
roes on and off the fi eld. 

The fi fth annual First Re-
sponders Picnic and Softball 
Competition was held at Tay-
lor Field in Fort Hamilton 
Army Base on July 24, and the 
competition stayed friendly 
and fun. 

“It went really well be-
cause of the camaraderie, 
sportsmanship, and the re-
spect between all involved,” 
said Bruce Hill, the media re-
lations offi cer at Fort Hamil-
ton. 

According to Hill, the event 
is held each year to “express 
appreciation and recognize 
Fort Hamilton and New York 
City fi rst responders who pro-
tect and assist us every day 
and further the camaraderie 
between the two communi-
ties.”

The tournament is broken 
down into a double elimina-
tion bracket, which requires 
two losses to be eliminated, 
rather than just one.  

The bracket consisted of six 
teams — three military teams 
representing the Army, Navy, 
and Marines; and three local 
teams, two for both the 62nd 
and 68th Precinct offi cers, and 
one for the Flatbush Engine 
281, Ladder 147 fi refi ghters. 

The Navy team went on to 
win it all for the second year in 
a row, but beating the fi refi ght-
ers in back-to-back games, the 
cops still had a blast. 

“It was fun and enter-
taining,” said Offi cer Phillip 
Green of the 62nd Precinct. “It 
was defi nitely a good time.” 

And the dedication that 
Fort Hamilton personnel puts 

in to make sure the event goes 
off without a hitch didn’t go 
unnoticed, either. 

“It is overwhelming the ef-

fort that they put in — every-
body treats us like gold,” said 
fi refi ghter Timmy Mattison.

 After all the runs had been 

counted, players and family 
alike partook in the picnic 
portion of the day and got to 
snack on barbecue classics 

like burgers and franks. 
“It was a great day,” said 

Mattison. “I hope they invite 
us back.” 

Navy bests Army, Brooklyn cops and fi refi ghters in annual softball game

BATTER UP: (Above) Offi cer Phillip Green, representing team NYPD from 
the 62nd Precinct, steps up to the plate. (Top left) Sergeant Angel Rose 
and Offi cer Nicky Lau enjoy the picnic after the game. (Bottom left) Fire-
fi ghter Sean Degen of Ladder 147 gets a hit at bat.

VICTORY FOR SAILORS

changing needs of the Army 
as it recruited the AVF, he 
said.

Moving ahead to today’s 
Army, Halverson focused on 
leadership’s support for ACS. 
Army Chief of Staff Gen. Ray 
Odierno reinforced Wick-
ham’s vision with his com-
mitment to soldiers and their 
families.

Halverson quoted his 
boss: “The strength of our 
nation is our Army. The 

strength of our Army is our 
soldiers. The strength of our 
soldiers is our families. And, 
that’s what makes us ‘Army 
Strong.’ ”

P.K. Tomlinson, chief of 
soldier and family programs, 
Offi ce of the Chief of Staff for 
Installation Management, 
who also spoke before the cer-
emony, outlined services, not-
ing that it “does more than 
hand out welcome packets to 
soldiers transitioning to new 
duty stations and running the 
Lending Closet.”

Programs include: Army 
Family Action Plan, Army 

Family Team Building, Army 
Volunteer Corps, Exceptional 
Family Member Program, 
Employment Readiness Pro-
gram, Family Advocacy Pro-
gram, Financial Readiness 
Program, Army Emergency 
Relief, Information and Refer-
ral, Mobilization and Deploy-
ment Readiness Program, Re-
location Readiness Program, 
Survivor Outreach Services, 
and Soldier and Family Assis-
tance Centers.

Soldiers can find out more 
about ACS on its website, 
at www.myarmyonesource.
com.

vice personnel and fi rst-re-
sponders.

Lab technician and for-
mer sergeant Porsche Beale 
joined the Army right out of 
high school. She spent nine 
years serving, including a 
hitch in Tikrit, Iraq, in 2009. 
She said she spent nearly her 
fi rst seven years in the Army 
at a variety of installations, 
but never got to see her chil-
dren. After she had her third 
child she left the Army and 

her marriage failed.
“This program has been 

a true blessing because 
I’ve come into so many con-
tacts,” she said. “I’m now 
in transitional housing 
with Operation Homefront, 
which allows me to build my 
income up again and work 
on my credit score. I love do-
ing this work. I never knew 
what an archaeologist was 
before I came here, but the 
work has been absolutely 
great.” 

When her internship 
ends, she’s headed for real es-
tate training.

Continued from cover
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Continued from cover
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1For more details, visit: NissanUSA.com/military

 AMERICA’S BEST 
DESERVE THE BEST.
After all you’ve done to protect our country, you deserve the best. 

That’s why we created the Nissan Military Program—to help you 

get the best offer on a new Nissan. As part of this program, all 

active and reserve U.S. military, retired U.S. military, U.S. veterans 

discharged within the past year, and their spouses and partners 

can get the same pricing we give our Nissan friends and family. 

Just visit NissanUSA.com/military, grab your qualified proof of 

military service and your VPP Claim ID, then head to your local 

Nissan store1. Our best savings and most exciting innovations are 

waiting for you.

The Department of Defense does not endorse any company, sponsor or their products or services. Always wear your seat belt and please don’t drink and drive. 

Nissan, the Nissan Brand Symbol, Innovation That Excites, and Nissan model names are Nissan trademarks. ©2015 Nissan North America, Inc. All rights reserved.
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Dress to impress: The always-
ostentatious Taylor Mac will take 
the Prospect Park stage on Aug. 1 
in a costume made especially for 
the concert. Kevin Yatarola

Pop shotsPop shots

By Max Jaeger

This costumed crooner is breathing 
new life into some threadbare tunes.

Gender-shedding artistic poly-
math Taylor Mac will re-imagine some of 
America’s most famous pop songs through 
a queer lens during a Celebrate Brooklyn 
performance in Prospect Park on Aug. 
1. The cross-dressing cultural icon will 
perform “The 20th Century Abridged” 
— selections from Mac’s 24-hour perfor-
mance piece called “A 24-Decade History 
of Popular Music” that takes on U.S. pop 
songs throughout the country’s 240-year 
history. Mac plays some of America’s song-
book straight, but also appropriates and 
retools oppressive or outdated tunes.

“It’s a ritual sacrifice of things we hold 
dear from the 20th century that aren’t serv-
ing us anymore,” Mac said.

The performer sings, dances, writes per-

formance pieces, and plays the ukulele, but 
do not call Mac a “Renaissance man” — the 
artist eschews gender and identifies by the 
pronoun “judy.”

“I’ve always felt like I was a little bit 
not-quite-male, not-quite-female, and not 
transgender,” Mac said. “The main reason 
I chose ‘judy’ is because I wanted a gender 
pronoun that, if people made fun of it, it 
kinda feels emasculating — because you 
can’t say ‘judy’ and roll your eyes without 
being campy.”

During longer performances of the 
“24-Decade History” project, Mac changes 
getups for each decade, but the abridged, 
hour-long show precludes that, so judy’s 
dud designer is making a single special 
(and secret) costume for the Prospect Park 
performance, judy said.

“I don’t even know what it looks like,” 
said Mac, whose grotesque costumes often 

flow, project, or dangle from the artist. “I’ll 
probably see it the day before and spend the 
day figuring out how to walk in it.”

Twenty-four burlesque dancers will back 
Mac up, stripping to the 1962 song “The 
Stripper.” And percussion corps Brooklyn 
United Marching Band will march to the 
beat of Mac’s drum during performances 
of new wave hit “Love Will Tear Us Apart” 
and a special, unannounced song, judy said.

It is Mac’s first time playing with a 
marching band, and judy is amped, judy 
said.

“They’re real pros,” Mac said. “They 
perform with everybody, so it’s my honor 
to get to work them.”

Bard of Brooklyn Walt Whitman fig-
ures into Mac’s 24-hour saga, but judy 
is only performing songs material from 
the 20th century on Saturday — preclud-
ing the 19th-century father of American 

verse. Still, the poetic patron may make an 
appearance at the show, Mac said.

“I was thinking of throwing in some 
Walt Whitman references, but I haven’t 
decided,” judy said.

Mac is known for inviting audience 
members on stage, and judy said there will 
be a definite audience-participation element 
to Friday’s show — just don’t be surprised if 
it makes you a little anxious.

“Like I said — it’s a ritual sacrifice that 
we’re creating,” Mac said. “So we have to 
make the audience a little nervous and then 
make them overcome that discomfort and 
find our way to some kind of celebration of 
a new take on history.”

“Taylor Mac: The 20th Century 
Abridged” at the Prospect Park band shell 
(enter at Prospect Park West and 9th Street, 
www.bricartsmedia.org). Aug. 1 at 7:30 
pm. Free.

Performer takes aim at the history of American music
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By Allegra Hobbs

In this play, the present haunts the 
past.

A Brooklyn production of a 
century-old anti-lynching play will 
use sound clips from recent killings 
of unarmed black men to draw a link 
between past and present racial violence. 
The clips used in “Rachel,” opening on 
August 3 in Fort Greene, will highlight 
the continued prevalence of racism in a 
society that would like to ignore it, said 
the show’s director.

“People want to think racism and 
issues of racial identity are over, or want 
to pat themselves on the back because 
we’ve arrived,” said Courtney Harge, 
director of the New Brooklyn Theatre’s 
production. “I’m interested in revisiting 
old plays to see how some of the specif-
ics have changed, but racism as a domi-
nating structure has not changed.”

“Rachel,” written in 1916 by 
Angelina Grimke, is about a black girl 
wrestling with whether to have children 
after her brother and father are lynched. 
In one scene, she hallucinates her future 
children begging her not to bring them 
into a world where they will suffer. That 
scene will feature sound clips of Eric 
Garner, the Gowanus native who died 
after police choked him and held him 
down, and selections from a 911 tape of 
Trayvon Martin, the black teen killed by 
a neighborhood watch volunteer.

The woman playing the show’s title 
character said she was inspired to take 
on the role by the  Black Lives Matter  

movement, which swept social media 
and the streets of New York in response 
to the deaths of black men at the hands 
of police.

“I put up a Facebook post and 
marched here in New York City, but even 
that didn’t speak to the weight of what I 
felt and how I wanted to be a part of the 
healing,” said Santoya Fields, who lives 
in Prospect Lefferts Garden. “That’s 
where my job as an actor comes in.”

Fields said that she identifies with 
Rachel’s struggle. 

“I ask myself constantly if I want to 
bring children into this state of affairs,” 
she said. “I honestly have to ask myself: 
Do I want to bring a child into this 
world, in the state that it’s in?” 

“Rachel” is half of the theater com-
pany’s season highlighting work by 
female African-American playwrights. 

The other play, Lynn Nottage’s “Las 
Meninas,” opening August 5, is about 
Louis XIV’s wife and her rumored affair 
with a black African dwarf servant — a 
union that led to an ostracized child who 
was shipped off to a convent. 

Fields hopes the productions will 
help spark dialogue and inspire people 
to take action.

“A lot of times you can go to the the-
ater and just forget things,” she said. “But 
theatre and art is also a way for us to start 
a conversation and to challenge views we 
may have had for a long time.”

“Rachel” and “Las Meninas” at the 
Irondale Center in Fort Greene [85 
South Oxford St. between Lafayette and 
Green Avenues, (718) 488–9233, www.
newbrooklyntheatre.com]. “Rachel” 
runs Aug. 3–29. “Las Meninas” runs 
Aug. 5–29. Free.

By Harry MacCormack

Dance like no one is listening!
A “silent disco” will take 

over a Downtown alley on July 
31, with Brooklyn rapper Talib Kweli 
DJing a silent set for dancers wearing 
headphones. 

The dance party will happen in 
Grove Place, a dead-end lane once 
dubbed  “the worst street in Brooklyn”  
by Forgotten New York. It is the fifth 
event held there by the Downtown 
Brooklyn Partnership, which cleaned 
up the spot for a one-night “Grove 
Alley Nite Market” in 2013, said the 
group’s director. But the event was so 
well-received that the local develop-
ment group has kept at it.  

“It was only meant to be a one-
time event originally, and people were 
like ‘This is so cool, you have to do it 
again!’ ” said Vivian Liao, director of 
programs for the Partnership.

The group has long sought to work 
with the evening’s headlining act, said 
Liao, but scheduling had always gotten 
in the way.  

“We’ve actually been working to 
get Talib Kweli for a while, and it just 
so happened he was available this time 
around, so it made sense, since we had 
him, to do the silent disco,” said Liao.  

At a silent disco, the music skips 
a traditional sound system, instead 
broadcasting to each listener through 
wireless headphones. The Grove Alley 
event will have some old-fashioned 
speakers in play, said organizers, but 
the only way to hear Kweli’s set is by 
renting a pair of $5 headphones. In 
addition to Kweli, two other DJs will 
broadcast during the event, so partici-
pants can choose between three differ-
ent soundtracks while they boogie.    

“It’s kind of like a choose-your-own-
adventure,” said Liao.  

And there will be more to do than 
dance — food trucks like Morris Grilled 
Cheese and Coolhaus will be stationed 
in the alley and the Brooklyn Brewery 
will serve up suds. An interactive art 
installation will also take up part of the 
usually empty lane.  

Silent Disco in Grove Alley [Grove 
Place at Hanover Place in Downtown, 
www.downtownbrooklyn.com, (718) 
403–1600]. July 31 from 5 pm to 11 pm. 
Free (headphone rental $5).

By Noah Hurowitz

The theater is getting a little Rand-y.
A Williamsburg theater is staging an 

adaptation of a novella by anti-communist 
author Ayn Rand. But hold your horses, Tea 
Partiers! The “Anthem” adaptation, which opens 
Aug. 6 at the Brick, is not a celebration of Rand’s 
politics, says its creator. 

“I don’t want people to think that I adapted her 
work because I’m a supporter of her, because I’m 
really not,” said Ran Xia, a Bushwick playwright 
and director. She said that wants her play to show 
more nuance than A=A.

“I kind of want to show the problems of each 
side,” said Xia. “The more questions thrown out in 
people’s faces, the sooner we find solutions.”

Xia adapted “[ai]” from Rand’s dystopian story of 
a citizen in a hyper-collectivized society who redis-
covers the notion of individuality. Xia shrugged off 
the idea of making a completely faithful adaptation, 
giving some characters more development and giv-
ing the play a moral that falls far from the ideologi-
cal tree. The show also uses stylized dance move-
ments to suggest the characters’ collective nature 
and to convey occasional scenes of violence. 

Rand’s staunchly individualist politics have made 
her a libertarian folk hero, but Xia is staying neutral 
on Rand’s political legacy. Xia grew up in Shanghai, 
which has remained avowedly communist even as 
market reforms have allowed rapid development. 
Coming of age in that mix of political systems led 
to Xia’s interest in exploring something between 
Rand’s extreme individualism and the dystopian 
collectivism of her novella.

“Individualism is important, and as long as you 
make decisions based on how it will affect others, 
it’s okay,” she said. “But community is a human 
need. If socialism has that as a goal, then I’m all for 
a communal identity as opposed to being isolated 
on your own.”

Xia said she became interested in dystopian 
books at an early age, reading Chinese translations 
of “1984” and “Brave New World.” The books were 
not assigned in school, she says, but she sought them 
out because she is a “huge nerd.”

“[ai]” at The Brick [579 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Lorimer Street and Union Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 285–3863, bricktheater.com.] Aug. 6–8 at 8 pm. 
$20. Aug. 10–11, 13–15, 17–18, 20–22 at 8 pm. $25.

Play based on Ayn Rand’s 
book takes new approach

Anti-lynching play uses audio footage of Eric Garner

Standing together: The cast of “Rachel,” an anti-lynching play written in 1916, say they hope 
the play sparks a discussion of racial violence happening today. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Individual
‘Ayn-them’

A SOUND YOU 
CAN’T IGNORE

Groove in the Grove

Spin doctor: Brooklyn rapper Talib Kweli 
will DJ at a “silent disco” at Grove Alley in 
Downtown on July 31. Associated Press / Nick Ut

Prose in motion: Cast members of “[ai]”, an adaptation of 
Ayn Rand’s novella “Anthem,” rehearse the stylized move-
ment the show uses to convey violence. Photo by Jason Speakman
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The party doesn’t have 
to end on Saturday night. 

The Greenhouse Café 
serves a $26 brunch with 
unlimited cocktails, every 
Sunday, from 11 am to 3 pm. 
Invite your friends, and 
let the good times roll all 
weekend long. That’s what 
summer is all about. 

In fact, that ultimate 
summer drink — the pina 
colada — is one of five end-
less cocktails offered with 
brunch. It’s so creamy and 
refreshing, it’s like being 
on a tropical island. You’d 
have to fly to Puerto Rico 
to get one as good. For the 
brunch traditionalists — 
no worries — there are 
bottomless Bloody Marys, 
screwdrivers, champagne, 
and mimosas, too.  

When you dine at the 
Greenhouse, you know 
you’re going to get a tasty 
meal, and a lot of food. 
Brunch includes an appe-
tizer, entrée, dessert, and 
coffee or tea. Start with 
a plate of fresh, seasonal 
fruit; a crisp green salad; 
enticing bowl of Caesar’s; 
or the soup of the day. When 
we visited, it was a heap-
ing bowl of duck noodle. 
Bet you don’t make that at 
home.  

If you’ve slept in on Sun-
day morning, you might 
want to follow that up with 
eggs Benedict. There are 
two versions — poached 
eggs, Canadian bacon, 
topped with hollandaise 
sauce, served on an Eng-
lish muffin, is one choice. 
The other is called the Eggs 
Benedict Arnold, where 
grilled salmon replaces the 
bacon. I wonder what Ar-
nold would have thought 
about that.

A stack of pancakes with 
ham, bacon, sausage, and 
strawberry sauce; French 
toast; or sliced steak with 
eggs and home fries are 
other breakfast-y options. 

If you prefer your 
brunch to be more like 
lunch, a light crepe, filled 
with seafood, chicken, or 
spinach, is delightful, and 
comes with greens, cucum-
bers, and olives. Then there 
are the quiches — broccoli, 
spinach, or Lorraine — all 
generous cuts, very flavor-
ful, also accompanied by 
house garden greens. 

Yes, it is Sunday, so 
should you be craving 
pasta, penne ala vodka sat-
isfies the need. 

Soak up the natural 
summer sunlight by dining 
in the bright garden room 
where greenery abounds. 
Here you can enjoy a lei-
surely dessert of apple stru-
del, brownie squares with 
whipped cream, ice cream, 
or sherbet.

So what should you eat 
the rest of the week when 
it’s too hot to turn on the 
stove? Keep the lid on it. 

Greenhouse Café has a 
hearty three-course dinner 
menu for just $28 per per-
son. Partake in appetizers 
like the perfectly prepared 
eggplant rolletini, rich 
with mozzarella. Or, golden 
fried calamari. Maybe some 
zuppa de mussels. Move on 
to main courses like grilled 
pork chops with apple 
sauce or hot cherry pep-
per sauce; shrimp scamp, 
sautéed with white wine, 
lemon, garlic, and butter. 
Perhaps a steaming bowl of 
rigatoni with broccoli rabe, 

grilled chicken, roasted red 
peppers, garlic, and parme-
san cheese. There are 14 en-
trees from which to choose, 
and most are served with 
fresh vegetables plus a po-
tato or rice.

The abundant dessert 
list has chocolate cheese-
cake, chocolate mousse 
pie, rainbow sherbet, and 
eight other options. It re-
ally doesn’t pay to work up 
a sweat cooking at home. 

Greenhouse entertains 
you, too. There’s karaoke 
on Mondays and Wednes-

day at 8 pm, and live musi-
cal entertainment on Sun-
days at 6 pm. 

The restaurant can ac-
commodate up to 150 people 
for all types of parties. 

Greenhouse Café [7717 
Third Ave. between 77th and 
78th streets in Bay Ridge 
(718) 833–8200, www.Green-
houseCafe.com]. Open Mon-
days through Thursdays, 
11:30 am–11 pm; Fridays 
and Saturdays, 11:30 am–
midnight; and Sundays, 10 
am–10 pm. Sunday brunch 
served 11 am–3 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The Greenhouse Café is the go-to brunch spot
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By Eric Faynberg

 Going to the country, gonna eat 
a lot of peaches?  For that you 
need recipes!

A slim new cookbook focuses 
solely on recipes for peaches, using 
the fruit in entrees, appetizers, 
breakfast dishes, and cocktails, and 
fruit fans can sample the results at 
a release party in Williamsburg on 
August 6. This book is definitely in 
season, said its author.

“The first thing I think of when I think about sum-
mer is peaches,” said Beth Lipton, the food editor for 
Health.com. “I remember going to a farmer’s market 
as a kid with my family, after the beach. If I behaved 
myself, I got to have a peach. Peaches are like the 
reward for getting to another summer every year.”

The 48-page “Peaches” is the latest in a series of 
small-format, single-subject cookbooks from Brooklyn 
publisher Short Stack. The focused format gave Lipton, 
who lives in Boerum Hill, an opportunity to unpack 
new ways of using the fruit, such as turning a classic 
peach cobbler into a breakfast meal. Concocting the 
recipes also led Lipton to discover foods that go well 
with peaches, including honey, with its floral fragrance, 
and tomatoes, which have a similar fleshy juiciness.

“Peaches play well with others,” Lipton said. 
“Everyone knows they go with cream, but they go 
well with spice, too. There is a little acidity, but not 
too much.”

Lipton’s book demonstrates that the stone fruit can 
enhance dishes with a variety of flavor profiles. In fact, 
if she had her little way, we’d have peaches every day. 

One of her recipes, Green Goddess Chicken Salad, 
pairs peach and fennel with an herby dressing featur-
ing parsley, tarragon, and chives. A mixed drink com-
bines peach juice with cucumber juice, jalapenos, and 
Mezcal. Lipton says it is sweet, spicy, and refreshing.

The store hosting the release party, By Brooklyn, 
only sells items produced in the borough. The tasting 
is part of a series of Thursday evening “Happy Hour” 
events at the store’s Williamsburg location, at which 
local food makers provide samples of their products and 
a related cocktail. The store’s owner encourages people 
to come try some of the 21 recipes in Lipton’s book. 

“It’s a great opportunity for customers to try stuff 
from the cookbook and experience the new store and a 
product made here in Brooklyn,” said Gaia DiLoreto. 
“We hope people from the community make it out. 
We’d like to get to know our neighbors.”

“Peaches” release party at By Brooklyn [142 
Grand St. between Bedford Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 935–9041, shop.bybrooklyn.com] 
Aug. 6 from 5 pm to 8 pm. Free.

By Max Jaeger

Free flicks, tons of music, and 
a party in the park are wait-
ing for you in Bay Ridge this 

weekend.
On Friday, watch a bunch of 

A-listers debase themselves in one of 
the greatest B-movies of the 1990s. 
The Narrows Botanical Garden 
(Shore Road and 70th Street) will 
screen “Mars Attacks” — a spoof 
of the remake of the adaptation of 
the classic sci-fi novel “War of the 
Worlds” — starring Glenn Close, 
Danny DeVito, Pierce Brosnan, and 
Tom Jones (as himself). The garden 
is showing the flick for free — you 
just need to bring something to sit 
on. The invasion starts at sundown, 
which will be about 8:30 pm.

If you are a loyal Bay Ridge 
Nights reader, it is likely all you do 
is get drunk and listen to live music. 
There is nothing wrong with that, but 
if you need an excuse to do more of 
the same, this weekend you can do 

it for a good cause. On Saturday, No 
Quarter Tavern (8015 Fifth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st streets) is hold-
ing a fund-raiser for the Wounded 
Warrior Project, which helps injured 
veterans and their families. A $10 bill 
will get you inside the door and some 
grub inside you, but the bar is also 

selling 50-50 raffle tickets if you want 
to up your contribution. They are 
offering drink specials and booking a 
band, too. The fund-raiser runs from 
5 pm to 10 pm.

After your philanthropic mission, 
reward yourself with more live music 
and booze at The Wicked Monk 
(9510 Third Ave. between 95th and 
96th streets). The upstate hip-hop 
and party music mavens of Breaking 
Crazy are making their Brooklyn 
debut. You may recognize their singer 
— former Holla Back frontman Tree. 
Things get crazy at 11 pm.

And Tuesday night is the 
National Night Out Against Crime 
— the police department’s annual 
community relations festival in 
Shore Road Park at Shore Road 
and 79th Street. There will be a 
bunch of food and games for kids, 
and you can also catch Ragdoll, a 
tribute to Frankie Valli and the Four 
Seasons — it’s just too good to be 
true! The party starts at 6 pm.

By Trupti Rami

It has a story that is 
gangbusters.

A movie shot in 
Brooklyn is based on the real 
life experiences of its star, 
a “five-star general” of the 
Bloods gang. But “Five Star,” 
available on iTunes on Aug. 
4, is not a gang film, says the 
man who inspired it.

“The film does not explore 
gang culture, and I want 
to correct, it is a brother-
hood not a gang,” said James 
“Primo” Grant, who grew up 
in East Flatbush and joined 
the Bloods at age 12. “This 
film explores the choices of 
that lifestyle and shows you 
behind the stereotypes that 
we are regular people with 
families and live our lives 
like any other person.”

The film blends fact and 
fiction to tell a coming-of-
age tale about the relationship 
between a gang leader, based 
on Grant, and the teenage 
son of his dead mentor, who 
he takes under his wing.

The film’s writer and 
director said that he wanted 
to avoid the movie clichés 
about gangs.

“I was much more focused 
on making a movie about 
real people, with human 
issues and deal with them in 
an intimate way,” said Keith 
Miller, who has lived in Park 
Slope for the past 15 years.

For Miller, the film is 
a lesson about choices and 
consequences.

“Choices have conse-
quences. These can be well 
beyond what is bargained 
for,” said Miller. “In Primo’s 
storyline, he’s working to 
confront past choices in a 

way that he can stay true to 
who he is and also keep his 
family healthy and happy.”

The movie was filmed in 
Fort Greene in 2013, where 
Grant lived at the time.

“It was great,” said Miller. 
“Primo really knew the area 
and every one knew him, so 
that was a big help.” 

The two met in 2011 
through mutual friend 
Shannon Harper, who 
starred in Miller’s first fea-
ture, “Welcome to Pine Hill.” 
Grant and Harper were both 
working as club bouncers, 
and both made their acting 
debuts in Miller’s films. 

“I never shot a movie 
or filmed anything,” said 
Grant. “Filming with Keith 
was like chilling, no pres-
sure. He was very respectful 
and did something that most 
people don’t do — he lis-
tened and did not judge.”

Grant hopes that audienc-
es will be as open-minded.

“The most important 
thing to take away after 
watching this film is that 
we are all regular people, 
regardless of status, title and 
to not judge a person by 
what you might hear from 
someone else,” said Grant.

And though he recent-
ly moved out of Brooklyn, 
Grant said he still has love 
for the borough. 

“Brooklyn is for tough 
loving real home of the 
hustlers, the go-getters, 
so much talent as well as 
the bad,” said Grant. “I 
have become who I am in 
Brooklyn.”

“Five Star” will be avail-
able on iTunes. (itunes.apple.
com). Aug. 4. $9.99.

Movie made in Fort Greene 
stars reformed gang leader

Local food writer focuses on the summer fruit

Blood is thicker than water: James “Primo” Grant, left, plays a leader of 
the Bloods gang in the film “Five Star” — a character based on himself.
 XLrator Media

Do you dare to eat a peach?: Beth Lipton gets a feel for the 
subject of her new cookbook “Peaches.” Photo by Sara Hylton

Bloods brother

PEACH-Y KEEN!

Bay Ridge attacks the weekend

ink about sum-
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

SAT, AUG 1
SPORTS, DANNY GARCIA 

VS PAULIE MALIG-
NAGGI: Boxing super-
star Danny “Swift” Gar-
cia takes on Brooklyn’s 
own Paulie “The Magic 
Man” Malignaggi. $50–
$295. 9 pm. 

TUE, AUG 11
MUSIC, YES AND TOTO: 

$45–$95. 7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 12
MUSIC, MOTLEY CRUE: 

$39.50–$149.50. 7 pm.

SUN, AUG 23
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $30.50–$530.50. 
7:30 pm.

MON, AUG 24
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $25.50–
$130.50. 7:30 pm.

SAT, SEP 12
MUSIC, SCORPIONS, 

QUEENSRYCHE: 
$47.50–$149.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 19
MUSIC, MADONNA: 

$45.50–$360.50. 8 pm.

MON, SEP 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: $20–
$245. 7 pm.

WED, SEP 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. NEW 
JERSEY DEVILS: $20–
$245. 7 pm.

SAT, SEP 26
MUSIC, ARIANA 

GRANDE: $35.50–$695. 
7:30 pm.

MON, SEP 28
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
$20–$245. 7 pm.

WED, OCT 7
MUSIC, DOCTOR WHO 

SYMPHONIC SPECTAC-
ULAR: $50.50–$140.50. 
3 pm and 7:30 pm.

THU, OCT 8
MUSIC, MARC ANTHONY 

AND CARLOS VIVES: 
$76.50–$232.50.  8 pm.

FRI, OCT 9
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS CHI-
CAGO BLACKHAWKS: 
$170–$1,175. 7 pm.

MON, OCT 12
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS WIN-
NIPEG JETS: $35–$365. 
1 pm.

TUE, OCT 13
MUSIC, THE LEGEND OF 

ZELDA — SYMPHONY 
OF THE GODDESSES 
MASTER QUEST: 
$44.50–$97.50.  8 pm.

THU, OCT 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS NASH-
VILLE PREDATORS: 
$25–$310. 7 pm.

THU, OCT 17
TALK, A NIGHT OF HOPE 

WITH JOEL OSTEEN: 
$15. 7:30 pm.

THU, OCT 17
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS SAN 
JOSE SHARKS: $50–
$500. 7:30 pm.

SUN, NOV 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOCKEY PRESENTS 
NOTRE DAME VS. 
UCONN AND ARMY 
VS. BENTLEY: $35–
$185. 11:15 am.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Yes, he can: Steve Howe and the other members of legendary 
prog-rock band Yes ease their lonely hearts by playing with 
Toto at Barclays Center on Aug. 11. Associated Press / Robert Klein

FRI, JULY 31
ART, OUT OF PLACE OPEN-

ING RECEPTION: A group 
exhibition co-curated by 
Fanny Allié and Etty Yaniv. 
Free. 7 pm. [172 N. First 
St. between Beford and 
Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 717–4252], 
www.fannyallie.com. 

THEATER, “ARENA”: In this 
installation dance piece, 
choreographer Walter 
Dundervill, dresses his per-
formers in elaborate cos-
tumes, blocks them in with 
plexiglass, and ties them 
together with ribbon while 
they engage in improvised, 
collaborative movement 
rituals. $15. 6–9 pm. Jack 
(505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org. 

THEATER, VINNY DE 
PONTO: Magician and 
mind-reader Vinny De 
Ponto has been deceiving 
audiences now for over a 
decade. Join him for an 
evening of delight and 
mystery. $10. 7 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THEATER, “GEORGIA”: This 
two-act play examines the 
topic of rape in relation-
ships, breaking down the 
taboo topic with humor 
and honest openness. $30. 
7 pm. The Actors Fund 
Arts Center [160 Schemer-
horn St. between Smith 
and Hoyt streets, (646) 
262–6026], www.geor-
giatheplay.com. 

MUSIC, NATION BEAT’S 
CARNIVAL CARAVAN 
FT. CHA WA: $10. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, R. RING, STEVE 
SHIFFMAN AND THE 
LAND OF NO: $15 ($12 in 
advance). 9 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

SAT, AUG. 1
MUSIC, REGGAE JAZZ FEST: 

Starring Beres Hammond 
and Monty Alexander. $90. 
9 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

HERBAL ALCOHOL TOUR 
— ABSINTHE: Learn the 
history of this maligned 
spirit and its recent come-
back. See, smell, and touch 
the plants that create the 
concoction, and taste ab-
sinthe from a local distiller. 
$13. 11 am and 1:15 pm. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

ART, “SUMMERSCAPES,” 
“BLACK & WHITE” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: A 
showcase of the Brooklyn 
Waterfront Coalition’s two 
summer shows. “Summer-
scapes” comes from the 
imaginations of 200 local 
artists, from dreamscapes 
to cityscapes, and “Black & 
White” shows 81 pieces in 
all media in more than 50 

shades of grey. Free. 1–6 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 Van 
Brunt St., near Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 596–
2506], www.bwac.org. 

POTTERCON: Join Harry 
Potter fans for PotterCon. 
With trivia, a costume 
contest, a live sorting 
ceremony, specialty cock-
tails, and Hogwarts swag 
galore. $8 ($5 in advance). 
2 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

HINDU LAMP CEREMONY: 
Help Aeilushi Mistry bring 
peace and harmony to our 
shoreline as she performs 
the traditional Hindu Aarti 
ceremony at the park. 
Free. 4–8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Granite Pros-
pect [Old Fulton Street at 
Furman Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

VHS 3-D MOVIE FESTIVAL: 
Denny Daniel’s Museum 
of Interesting Things pres-
ents the cheesiest 3-D 
movies every recorded to 
VHS. $10. 8:30 pm. Coney 
Island Museum [1208 Surf 
Ave. between W. 12th 
Street and Stillwell Av-
enue in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5159], www.coneyis-
land.com. 

“THE DOORS — LASER, 
LIGHT, AND VIDEO 
SHOW”: $15. 11 pm. Side-
shows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between 
W. 12th Street and Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

SUN, AUG. 2
SUMMER SAFETY: Children 

learn about the rules of the 
road at the Safety Road 
exhibit. Interactive exhib-
its, with a crosswalk, traffi c 
lights and a shopping strip. 
$13 ($10 for seniors). 10 
am. Jewish Children’s Mu-
seum [792 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Kingston Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 907–8833], 
www.jcm.museum. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. BATAVIA 
MUCKDOGS — BARK 
IN THE PARK: Before 
the game starts at 1 pm, 

dogs and their owners 
will have chance to go on 
the fi eld and strut their 
stuff in the “parade of the 
pooches.” Also featuring 
doggy adoptions and dog 
licensing. One ticket allows 
one human and up to two 
dogs. $10. 11:30 am. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

MON, AUG. 3
ART, “QUALIA SKYHOLE”: 

This string installation uses 
tension and suspension to 
present outdoor space as 
places of contemplation. 
Free. Gil Hodges Memorial 
Garden (534 Carroll St. at 
Denton Place in Gowanus), 
www.bam.org. 

READING, NAOMI NOVIK, 
PETER V. BRETT: Word 
Bookstore sponsors a 
talk with fantasy authors 
Naomi Novik and Peter V. 
Brett. Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Granite Pros-
pect [334 Furman St. at 
Middagh Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

FILM, CONEY ISLAND 
FLICKS ON THE BEACH 
— “BIG HERO 6”: Grab a 
blanket and a popcorn and 
enjoy this animated fl ick 
about a hero robot. Free. 
7:30 pm. [1001 Boardwalk 
West at W. 10th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 594–
7895], www.coneyisland-
funguide.com. 

THE MOTH STORYSLAM: 
The Moth StorySlams are 
story telling competitions 
where the stage is open to 
any and all with a story to 
tell. $8. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

TUES, AUG. 4
FILM, “MALLRATS”: Buzz-

Feed and Nitehawk pres-
ent a 20th anniversary 
screening of “Mallrats.” 
Director Kevin Smith hosts 
a Q&A before the screen-
ing. Free. 7 pm. 50 Kent 
(50 Kent Ave between N. 
11th St. and N. 12th St. in 
Williamsburg), www.nite-

hawkcinema.com. 
TALK, HIDDEN BROOKLYN: 

Stone Carving: Take a tour, 
see a masonry demonstra-
tion, and hear about the 
next generation of stone 
carving with stone carver 
Chris Pellettieri. $15. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

READING, JULIANA BAR-
BASSA: A deeply reported 
biography of the city of 
Rio de Janeiro. Free. 7 pm. 
The BookMark Shoppe 
[8415 Third Ave. between 
84th and 85th streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 833–5115], 
www.bookmarkshoppe.
com. 

READING, N.K. JEMISIN: 
Jemisin reads from “The 
Fifth Season,” the fi rst 
book in her new fantasy 
trilogy. Free. 7 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, SWEET HARMONY 
AND GARRISON KEIL-
LOR: In the “America the 
Beautiful Tour,” Garrison 
Keillor and friends retell 
41 years of American radio 
history. $80. 8 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush 
Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, Q TRAIN: Dit-
mas Park’s “only queer 
party.” Bingo and DJ set 
by DJ Gogo Gadget. Free. 
8 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.syca-
morebrooklyn.com. 

WED, AUG. 5
MUSIC, JESSICA CARVO: 

Part of the “Garden 
Groove” series. Free. 5 
pm. Gil Hodges Memorial 
Garden (534 Carroll St. at 
Denton Place in Gowanus), 
www.bam.org. 

FILM, “THE HUNGER 
GAMES — MOCKINGJAY, 
PART 1”: Movies under the 
stars in Prospect Park. En-
tertainment starts at 7 pm, 
movie starts at sundown. 
For tweens and teens. 
Free. 7 pm. Prospect Park, 
north end of Long Meadow 
(Enter at Grand Army Plaza 
and Prospect Park West in 
Prospect Heights). 

THEATER, “THE 25TH AN-
NUAL PUTNAM COUNTY 
SPELLING BEE”: Brooklyn 
Theatre Club presents a 
staged reading of the mu-
sical comedy about kids 
competing in a spelling 
championship. Members 
of the audience are invited 
to join the cast for some 
roles. $18 ($15 in advance). 
8:30 PM. Muchmore’s [2 
Havemeyer St. at N. 9th 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(212) 707–2035], www.
muchmoresnyc.com. 

THURS, AUG. 6
MUSIC, JON CLEARY AND 

THE ABSOLUTE MON-
STER GENTLEMEN: 
Part of the 21st annual 
BAM R&B Music festival. 
Free. Noon. MetroTech 
Commons [1 MetroTech 

Playing dress-up: In choreographer Walter Dundervill’s 
“Arena,” the dancers start the evening in elaborate Louis XIV-
style dresses. The show will play at Jack in Clinton HIll on July 
31 and Aug. 1. Maria Baranova

Continued on page 48
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Marine Park Golf Course is The venue of Choice for Weddings, Birthdays, Bar/
Bat Mitzvahs, Corporate events, special events of every kind. Unique settings 
surrounded by trees, greenery and spectacular views from our Glass-enclosed 

tent. Free onsite Parking. Easy access off the Belt Parkway. Our courteous 
and professional staff will help customize your event and work with you every 

step of the way.

Reach us at 718 252 4625 or

info@golfmarinepark.com

golfmarinepark.com

Some Samples From Our Menu:
‘PPA CUMINCIARI / APPS

N’ZALATE / SALAD
N’ZALATA DI CAROTE

MACCARUNA / PASTA

I SECUNNI / ENTREES

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 

Plan your Special Occasion with us!

Roadway at Lawrence 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
875–1780]. 

ART, LIMIT-WORK OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: A 
solo exhibit from Steph 
Gonzalez-Turner, featuring 
hand-sewn acid-dyed silk 
paintings. Free. 6–8 pm. 
Department of Signs and 
Symbols [54 Hudson Ave. 
between Plymouth and 
Water streets in Vinegar 
Hill, (347) 681–0280], www.
deptofsignsandsymbols.
org. 

DANCE, “PREY”: Red Hook’s 
Cora Dance presents an 
episodic dance experi-
ence. Discussion with the 
performers follows. Free. 
6:30 pm. Gil Hodges Me-
morial Garden (534 Car-
roll St. at Denton Place in 
Gowanus), www.bam.org.

MUSIC, DEERHOOF, BLAST-
EROID, REALLY BIG PINE-
CONE: $18. 9 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

FRI, AUG. 7
MUSIC, BIG LAZY: The in-

strumental band starts 
its monthly residency at 
Barbes. $10. 10 pm. (376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 

Continued from page 47 Park Slope). www.barbes-
brooklyn.com.

MUSIC, CORPORAL, .357 
LOVER, MEISKO & SOFT 
GANG: $15 ($12 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, DELMARK GOLD-
FARB: The Israeli-Amer-
ican bluesman stops at 
Freddy’s Bar on his U.S. 
tour. Free. 9 pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. be-
tween 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

BURLESQUE ON THE 
BEACH — LIVING DOLLS: 
Jo Boobs Weldon hosts 
a doll-themed show on 
her birthday, with Dirty 
Martini and The World 
Famous Bob. $15. 10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between 
W. 12th Street and Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

SAT, AUG. 8
MUSIC, RINALDI FLYING 

CIRCUS: An indie blues 
rock band based out of 
Greensboro. $8. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 

Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com.  

READING, “RAD AMERI-
CAN WOMEN”: Author 
Kate Schatz and illustrator 
Miriam Klein Stahl present 
their new children’s book 
about awesome ladies. 
Free. 11 am. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

ABOLISH NUCLEAR WEAP-
ONS MARCH AND VIGIL: 
Peace Action Bay Ridge 
Interfaith will march down 
Fourth Avenue from 96th 
Street to Shore Road, and 
then hold a silent vigil 
from 2 pm to 3 pm. Free. 
1:30 pm. Starts at Fourth 
Avenue between 96th and 
97th streets in Bay Ridge 
[(646) 824–5506], www.
panys.org/BR. 

PERSEID METEOR SHOWER: 
Urban Park Rangers guide 
discussing the science, 
history, and folklore of the 
universe. This is one of the 
brighter meteor show-
ers of the year, peaking 
around August 9-13. Free. 
9 pm to 11 pm. Salt Marsh 
Nature Center [3302 Ave-
nue U in Marine Park, (718) 
421–2021]. 

BURLESQUE ON THE 
BEACH: Tonight’s show is 
hosted by Bambi and Div-
ina GranSparkle. $15. 10 
pm. Sideshows by the Sea-
shore [1208 Surf Ave. be-
tween W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 
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TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org
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• ‘I think I’m past that 
point where that needs 
to be headline.’

• ‘A quarterback’s job 
is to put the ball in 
the air to score.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The city’s best young hockey 
players no longer need to leave 
the fi ve boroughs to play at the 
highest level. 

This fall Aviator Sports 
and Events Center’s program 
is set to begin its fi rst season 
at Tier 1 for all levels — the 
highest level recognized by 
USA Hockey. 

Aviator’s is the only pro-
gram in the city to hold that 
designation, and the fi rst one 
in 12 years. Top-fl ight players 
can now get that experience 
closer to home.

“It’s created an opportu-
nity for players in the fi ve bor-
oughs,” said Chris Werstine, 
the Aviator Sports hockey 
director. “That’s the biggest 
thing. In the past you would 
have to go to Nassau County 
or Suffolk County. You would 
have to jump over the bridge 
and go to New Jersey or Con-
necticut. Now it is just right 
here in your backyard.”

Aviator started offering 
hockey instruction in 2006, and 
fi elded its fi rst travel teams in 
2008. More than half of its cur-
rent players on its 14 teams 
have been with the program 
since they were 8 years old. 

The program earned the 
move up to the top tier after 
four seasons at Tier 2 by show-
ing an expanding organization 
and having its teams perform 
well at the state champion-
ships — and even against Tier 
1 opponents. The travel teams 
have played all over the United 
States and also Canada. The 
Aviator program, which also 
attracts players from Long Is-
land, takes pride in the fact 
that it built things from the 
ground up. 

“Now they are kind of the 
fruits of our labor,” Werstine 
said. “It’s amazing. They 
started as these little guys, 
and now all of a sudden — 
bingo.”

Francis Kienzle is one of 
those players. The 15-year-old 

Xaverian standout fi rst picked 
up a stick at Aviator’s Learn 
to Play program as a 7-year-
old, and has played there ever 
since. He’s been given plenty of 
reasons to stay over the years 
and this is just another one. 

“Our team has always been 
good,” he said. “I’ve never 
had to leave. The coaches are 
great, the kids, everybody.”

Playing at the Tier 1 level 
with Aviator’s 16-and-under 
Midget team will give Kien-
zle a chance not only to play 
against the best competition, 
but also to be seen by more col-
lege coaches. 

“Getting scouted by top-
notch coaches, being able to 
show them what you got, is 
going to be good,” said Jo-
seph Fama, who plays for 
Aviator’s Midget team and 
New Dorp High School. 

The season offi cially 
kicks off in September, but 
the teams have already be-
gun limited practices. Wer-

stine is realistic in his ex-
pectations, knowing both his 
coaches and fellow players 
will need to adjust to com-
peting at the highest level. 
He hopes to see those adjust-
ments made by the end of the 
season in March, allowing 
them then to begin building 
the program into one of the 
best Tier 1 organizations.

“For me,  it is going to be 
a gradual process,” Werstine 
said. “Our fi rst two to three 
years are going to be a strug-
gle at some level. Our plan is 
three to fi ve years out. Then 
we are going to start to be 
above 500 and challenge for 
league championships.” 

The hard work toward that 
goal has already begun, and 
the Aviator program is cer-
tainly enjoying the opportu-
nity it earned.

“You made it,” Werstine 
said. “This is paramount. 
This is the best AAA, Tier 1 
hockey”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Danny Jacobs wants to be 
known as more than the fi rst 
fi ghter ever who survived 
cancer and went on to win a 
world title. 

The Brownsville boxer 
would like to be viewed as 
one of the sport’s rising stars 
who is on the cusp of becom-
ing an elite player.

“Not to say my story isn’t 
one of those feel-good stories 
you always want to promote 
to the people, but I think I’m 
past that point where that 
needs to be headline,” Jacobs 
said.

The World Boxing Asso-
ciation middleweight cham-
pion will get the toughest test 
of his career when he steps 
into the ring with veteran 
Sergio Mora at Barclays Cen-
ter on Aug. 1. It is the co-main 
event on the Premier Boxing 
Champions card headlined 
by the battle between Pau-
lie Malignaggi and Danny 
Garcia broadcasted live 
on ESPN. A victory could 
launch Jacobs’s career to the 
next level.

“I think 2016 will be a re-
ally, really big year,” he said. 

“It will be the year where 
I will fi ght the names the fans 
always wanted me to fi ght. It 
will be my coming out party, 
my chance to display what I 
have always known I had in-
side all along.”

Even in his last fi ght, a 
12th technical knockout of 
Caleb Truax in April, he said 
the attention was too much 
on the past on not the pres-
ent and future. Jacobs be-
lieves he has done enough 
for everyone to look at him as 
more than just a cancer sur-
vivor who is beating the odds 
along with his opponents. Ja-
cobs, who is a regular visitor 
to cancer hospitals, isn’t run-
ning from his story. He just 
wants to focus on his work 
in the ring when it is time to 
fi ght.

Jacobs is 29–1 overall, and 
7–0 since returning to the 
ring after he was diagnosed 
with cancer in 2011. All seven 
of those wins have come via 
knockout. 

“Me being a world cham-
pion with the skill set that I 
have, with my knockout ratio 
and my being the champion, 

— Brownsville boxer Danny “Miracle Man” Jacobs 
on beating cancer and getting back into the ring

— Grand Street’s Sharif Harris-Legree 
on leaning his school’s passing game

Continued on page 54

THE BIG LEAGUES: Brownsville boxer Danny Jacobs hopes an Aug. 1 
victory against veteran fi ghter Sergio Mora at Barclays Center could 
launch his career to the next level. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

ICE STARS OF TOMORROW: The city’s young hockey players no longer 
need leave the boroughs for top-tier practice facilities — they can just 
head to Aviator Sports and Events Center. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Jacobs: Focus on 
bright future, not 

inspiring past

Aviator youth hockey 
achieves Tier 1 nod
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West Virginia 8
Cyclones 1
July 22 at West Virginia

Matt Blackham couldn’t 
make it out of the second in-
ning as the Cyclones were 
trounced by the Black Bears.

Brooklyn committed fi ve 
errors, tying a dubious team 
record set less than two weeks 
ago.

The Black Bears scored 
in the bottom of the fi rst be-
fore Jeff Diehl’s third home 
run of the year tied the game, 
but things would go downhill 
from there.

Manuel Hilario, who en-
tered the game in the eighth 
as a defensive replacement for 
Brandon Brosher, was ejected 
in the ninth when he argued 
a called-third strike with um-
pire Donnie Smith.

West Virginia 8
Cyclones 3
July 23 at West Virginia

The Black Bears fi nished 
off a three-game sweep of 
the Cyclones but Brooklyn 
skipper Tom Gamboa wasn’t 
around to see the end, as the 
fi ery general was thrown out 
of the game in the fi fth in-
ning for arguing a new, mi-
nor-league-only rule that de-
mands hitters don’t leave the 
batter’s box for an extended 
period of time.

With two on and two out 
in the fi fth, David Thompson 
came to the plate with Brook-
lyn trailing 5–3.

Thompson worked the 
count to 2–2 against Juan 
Paula and stepped out of the 
box. Home plate umpire Da-
vid Martinez soon ruled that 
Thompson took too long to get 
back in, and called an auto-
matic strike.

Gamboa read Martinez the 
riot act before being ejected.

Brooklyn committed three 
errors after having fi ve the 
night before. 

Hengelbert Rojas, the only 
Clone with a multi-hit game, 
had two of Brooklyn’s eight 
hits.

Mahoning Valley 4
Cyclones 3
July 24 at Mahoning Valley

One bad inning by starter 

David Badamo led to the Cy-
clones’ fourth loss in a row.

Badamo was tagged for 
four runs in the fourth when, 
with one out, he gave up con-
secutive singles and a walk, 
loading the bases. A hit, a 
walk, and a hit later, the Cy-
clones went from being up 1–0 
to down 4–1. A double play 
ended the inning, getting Ba-
damo out of the jam, but the 
Clones never recovered.

Zack Mathieu led off the 
fi fth with a double and moved 
to third on a wild pitch by Le-
andro Linares. 

Pedro Perez singled in Ma-
thieu and moved to second on 
an error by center fi elder Si-
lento Sayles. 

Perez scored on Tucker 
Tharp’s single, cutting the 
lead to 4–3. 

Tharp was caught stealing 
and the next two hitters were 
retired to end the threat. 

Tharp led off the seventh 
with a walk and moved to 
second on a single by Kaupe. 
After Vinny Siena struck out, 
Jose Zapata was brought on 
in relief of Brock Hartson. 

Alfredo Reyes’ infi eld sin-
gle loaded the bases, but Za-
pata struck out Rojas and 
Brandon Brosher to end the 
inning. 

The Cyclones pitching 
kept Brooklyn in the game as 
Badamo pitched six innings 
and Corey Taylor and Carlos 
Valdez followed with an in-
ning of scoreless relief. 

Yoiber Marquina was 
called upon to get the last 
three outs. Tharp led off with 
a walk and when Marquina 
committed a throwing error, 
the Cyclones had runners on 
the cornea with nobody out. 

Vinny Siena struck out 
looking and Reyes struck out 
swinging. 

With Rojas at the plate, 
Kaupe stole second. A single 
could give the Cyclones the 
lead, but Rojas grounded out 
to second to end the game. 

Cyclones 2
Mahoning Valley 1
July 25 at Mahoning Valley

Strong pitching helped the 
Cyclones snap a four-game 
losing streak in a game the 

Boys from Brooklyn con-
nected on just two hits but 
were able to score twice in the 
fourth without the benefi t of a 
base knock.

William Fulmer was hit by 
a pitch leading off the inning 
before Vinny Siena reached 
on an error and Brandon Bro-
sher walked to loss the bars 
with nobody out.

Hengelbert Rojas drove in 
the fi rst run with a sacrifi ce 
fl y and Zack Mathieu followed 
with a sac fl y of his own.

Gaby Almonte improved 
to 4–2 as the right-hander 
worked in and out of trou-
ble, pitching six scoreless in-
nings.

Johnny Magliozzi came 
on in relief and pitched a 
scoreless seventh. With Ma-
gliozzi still on the mound in 
the eighth, Oswald Caraballo 
committed an error in left 
fi eld, putting Ka’ai Tom on 
base.

Tom moved to second on 
a wild pitch, to third on a 
ground out and scored on a 
sac fl y.

Alex Palsha came on in the 
ninth to close out the Scrap-
pers but got in some trouble.

Salters led off with a single 
and moved to second on a sac 
bunt. Jodd Carter came in to 
pinch-run and moved to third 
on a wild pitch.

With Carter on third and 
one out, Palsha got Austin 
Fisher to ground out to short, 
keeping Carter at third.

Palsha struck out Silento 
Sayles to end the game and 
pick up his seventh save of 
the season.

Mahoning Valley 6
Cyclones 2
July 26 at Mahoning Valley

Andrew Church couldn’t 
make it out of the fifth in-
ning and the Brooks mus-
tered just five hits as the Cy-
clones fell to the Scrappers 
during what’s turning out to 
be the worst road trip of the 
season.

Will Castro hit a leadoff 
homer for the Scrappers and 
Mahoning Valley extended the 
lead in the third inning when 
Michael Bernal committed an 
error allowing Ka’ai Tom to 

score from fi rst.
The Cyclones scored in the 

fourth with the help of a few 
Mahoning Valley errors, but 
the game got away in the fi fth.

Daniel Salters and Nathan 
Winfrey singled to begin the 
inning, and advanced on a fl y 
out.

Tom Gamboa called on Dar-
win Frias to replace Church. 
Austin Fisher greeted the re-
liever with a run-scoring sin-
gle to make it 3–1.

A wild pitch scored Win-
frey and moved Fisher to sec-
ond. Jodd Carter’s single made 
it 5–1.

Cyclone third baseman Da-
vid Thompson’s run-scoring 
double cut the lead to 5–2 in 
the sixth.

P.J. Conlon pitched a 
scoreless eighth, but Brook-
lyn couldn’t mount a rally 
and fell to 19–16, tied for fi rst 
in the McNamara Division 
with the hated Staten Island 
Yankees. 

Hudson Valley 4
Cyclones 3
July 28 at Hudson Valley

The Cyclones rallied from 
a 3–1 defi cit  but ebded up los-
ing in 10 innings to the Rene-
gades.

A wild Carlos Valdez took 
the loss giving up a run on no 
hits in the 10th thanks to Matt 
Dacey’s sacrifi ce fl y walk-off

The southpaw hit Jake 
Cronenworth to start the in-

ning. After a sac bunt moved 
Cronenworth to second, Val-
dez walked Joe McCarthy. A 
wild pitch advanced the run-
ners to second and third.

An intentional walk was 
given to Cade Gotta to load 
the bases. With Brooklyn 
looking for a ground ball or 
a strikeout, Dacey was able 
to lift the ball and fl y out to 
right, bringing home the 
winning run.

Chris Flexen got the start 
for the Cyclones but strug-
gled, giving up consecutive 
run-scoring doubles in the 
second.

Brooklyn scratched a run 
in the fourth when Vinny 
Siena doubled, moved to third 
on a groundout and scored on 
an error by Hudson Valley 
pitcher Michael Velasquez.

Flexen ran into trouble in 
the fi fth, giving up two singles 
with a hit batter mixed in.

Tom Gamboa called on 
Craig Missigman to get out of 
the jam. Hudson Valley scored 
a run on a sac fl y and took a 
3–1 lead.

The Cyclones answered 
back with a run in the sixth. 
After singles by Branden 
Kaupe and Vinny Siena, 
third baseman Matt Dacey 
misplayed Michael Bernal’s 
grounder into a run-scoring 
error.

The Cyclones have dropped 
11 of the last 15 games after 
starting the season 15–6.

Newcomers maul Cyclones, Gamboa scraps with ref

YERRRRR OUT!: Cyclones skipper Tom Gamboa was ejected from the 
game on July 23 after picking a fi ght with the home plate umpire.

Bears bad news for Clones
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SPORTS

$2,500up to 

BRING IN THIS VOUCHER TODAY!

To be used towards your 
� rst two �ar �ay�e�ts 
w�e� you buy �ro� us	
Voucher has no cash value and cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Current vehicle must be in equity position. All current incentives assigned to 
dealer. See store for details. Offer Expires 07/31/2015.

2740 Nostrand Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11210

Attention Local Residents! 
YOU MAY NOT HAVE TO MAKE YOUR NEXT TWO CAR PAYMENTS, 
come let Plaza Auto Mall make them for you!
��������	
����������	������������������������������������������������������	�����������������	������������� ���
�����
� ��	��������������!����"#
���$%#&�����'�(���	����	 �������)����*$�&%%�������
������+��
����������)������
�
when you buy from us! Come check out our huge inventory of Hondas, Hyundais, Toyotas, Kias and Acuras…as 
well as over 300 pre-owned cars! We are Brooklyn’s largest auto dealership, and that means if you need credit, 
WE CAN SHOW YOU AN APPROVAL!

� look forward to seeing you at any of our + ve locations on Nostrand Avenue in Brooklyn1 And please 2O NOT 
WA�T, this is a time sensitive o� er that e4pires on !uly 3#st, $0#&! Please call to schedule an appointment today 
at 56&&7$60-$$$61

Tony Urrutia
General Manager
Plaza Auto Mall
2740 Nostrand Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11210
(855)280-2228

s15203ld
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C haz Williams is ready 
to move past a forget-
table start to his pro-

fessional basketball career.
In his fi rst year, the for-

mer Bishop Ford and UM-
ass guard played overseas 
in Turkey, dealt with the 
sudden death of a close 
family member, was de-
nied a return to Turkey 
with a new club, and ended 
up playing a few games 
in the NBA Development 
League.   

“It was a little rocky, a 
big rollercoaster ride for my 
fi rst year as a pro,” said Wil-
liams after competing for 
the Grey Goose All-Stars in 
the Hoops in the Sun street-
ball league in the Bronx.

He was averaging 10 
points per game for Eskise-
hir Basket in Turkey be-
fore his 39-year-old cousin 
Weldon Price died of walk-
ing pneumonia in Novem-
ber. He took the death hard. 
As the oldest cousin, Price 
was like a father fi gure to 
him. 

“It left me in a bad place 
at the time,” Williams said. 

He originally planned 
on going back to Turkey, 
but Eskisehir hired a new 
coach, according to Wil-
liams. He would not elab-
orate further on his rea-
sons for not rejoining the 
club. 

“I came home briefl y for 
my cousin’s funeral and 
then when it was time to go 
back I just didn’t want to go 
back at the time,” Williams 
said. 

Williams believed his ca-
reer would resume in Tur-
key when he signed with 
Afyonkarahisar Belediye, 
but he never got to play for 
them once his FIBA license 
was suspended because he 
left his original team. A 
frustrated Williams was 
forced to come back to the 
United States and play 
in the NBA Development 
league, where he suited up 
for three games apiece with 
the Maine Redclaws and the 
Delaware 87ers. 

“It was tough, really 
tough,” Williams said. “It 
still bothers me to this day 

that my rookie season went 
that way. It’s motivation 
and inspires me to work 
that much harder.” 

Williams wants to head 
back overseas this fall and 
stay with one club this 
time around. He is unsure 
now where he will play. 
The 5-foot-9 guard still 
hopes to play in the NBA 
one day. He worked out 
for 12 clubs after gradu-
ating UMass, but was not 
drafted and did not earn 
an NBA Summer League 
invite this year. 

Williams is a proven 
playmaker and scorer de-
spite his size. He can shoot 
the three and get team-
mates involved thanks to 
his ability to penetrate the 
lane. Williams put up scor-
ing totals of 40 and 34 points 
to win player of the week 
honors at Hoops in the Sun 
this summer.

Williams is hoping to 
do another year or two 
overseas before refocusing 
on pursuing a spot in the 
NBA again. Right now, he 
just needs to get his car-
rier back on track in gen-
eral and make his cousin 
proud. 

“I know he will defi -
nitely be proud of wherever 
I go this year and see me 
working hard,” Williams 
said. 

“This is where we both 
know, and my family knows, 
I belong.” 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Sharif Harris-Legree found 
out pretty early on how dif-
ferent life will be in a Grand 
Street uniform. 

The rising senior quarter-
back transferred to the pass-
happy Bushwick school after 
two seasons as the quarter-
back at run-based Fort Ham-
ilton. He immediately felt 
the difference after all the 
throws.

“The fi rst week I got here 
my arm was off the hook,” 
Harris-Legree said. “Once 
I started getting used to the 
timing, I got used to it and it’s 
been easier for me.”

The chance to throw the 
ball more — and play in a sys-
tem that he feels better show-
cases his talent — is one of the 
reasons he moved to Grand 
Street. His cousin Chris 
Legree is also an assistant 
coach there. Harris-Legree 
wants to play quarterback in 
college and already has inter-
est from Penn State, UConn, 
Boston College, and Buffalo. 

The 6-foot-3, 175-pound 
Harris-Legree doesn’t want 
to be forced to play running 
back at the next level because 
he didn’t prove himself under 
center. Playing in the Wolves’ 
high-octane system with Rut-
gers-bound receivers Taysir 
Mack and Ahmed Bah is an 
ideal place to do that.

“I want to be a quarter-
back,” Harris-Legree said, “A 
quarterback’s job is to put the 
ball in the air to score.”

It has not all been smooth 
sailing since Harris-Legree ar-
rived. Learning Grand Street 
coach Bruce Eugene’s sys-
tem from scratch is not easy. 

Throwing the ball means learn-
ing how to better read defense 
and understanding where the 
Wolves’ shifting players are on 
the fi eld at all times.

Grand Street reached the 
Public School Athletic League 
City Conference semifi nals 
last year, but lost quarterback 
Justin White to graduation. 
Harris-Legree completed 70 of 
137 passes for 1,074 yards and 
10 touchdowns at Fort Ham-
ilton as a junior. Eugene is 
happy to have him on his ros-
ter, but understands that he 
still has a lot to learn. 

“When you can add a kid 
like that, especially an experi-
enced kid like that, it is huge,” 
he said. “Then it is a downfall 
because you are used to one 
thing for so long, and your last 

year you have to learn some-
thing new.”

Harris-Legree has been 
putting in the needed extra 
work. He and Mack are out 
throwing nearly every other 
day. The veteran receiver tries 
to walk him through the sys-
tem. The two often watch fi lm 
of Grand Street’s games from 
last season to help him see 
what he is being told to do. 

“He’s coming along,” Mack 
said. “It took him awhile. At 
fi rst he had to learn the sys-
tem and calm himself down. 
Before he would be so over-
whelmed. Our system is a lot.”

Harris-Legree looked 
pretty comfortable leading 
Grand Street to a victory at the 
New Canaan seven-on-seven 
tournament in mid-July. He 
threw numerous long touch-
down passes to Mack and kept 
the offense moving. Harris-
Legree still considers him-
self in a competition with last 
year’s junior varsity quarter-
back Christopher Mattocks.

Should he secure the job, 
Grand Street visits Fort Ham-
ilton in Week 2 on Sept. 12. 
Harris-Legree expects a large 
crowd to watch him face his 
former teammates for the fi rst 
time. 

“Those are my guys,” he 
said. “We are friends and all 
that, but we talk smack. That’s 
just how it is. We are compet-
ing.”

Until then, Harris-Legree 
is focused on improving and 
getting more and more com-
fortable with his new team-
mates and his new home.

“It’s a work in progress,” 
Eugene said. “But he has been 
progressing rapidly.” 

Harris-Legree adjusting slowly to fast-paced Grand Street 

NEW DIGS: Former Fort Hamilton 
quarterback Sharif Harris-Legree 
is learning a different, pass-inten-
sive system at Grand Street.  
 CNG / Joseph Staszewski

Runner learns to throw Former Ford star 
set to put hoops 
career on track

I think it should be at the fore-
front,” Jacobs said. “I think 
we need to talk about who is 
going to be coming up in the 
division.”

His stardom is being aided 
by a budding broadcast career. 
Jacobs has been on air about 
10 times, including twice fi ll-
ing in for Malignaggi as a 
ringside analyst. His latest ap-
pearance came as a corner an-
alyst when Amir Khan fought 
Chris Algieri in May live on 
Spike TV.  Not only is broad-
casting a way to set up his 
future, but it helps him build 

his brand and his relationship 
with fans. 

“Then when they fi nally 
see me it is, ‘Oh, he is really 
good, too,’ ” Jacobs said.

He has enjoyed his time on 
the other side of the ropes, but 
the toughest part is putting 
into layman terms how and 
what a fi ghter might be think-
ing at a given point in the bout. 
Malignaggi, now a veteran be-
hind a mic, is impressed with 
how well Jacobs comes across 
to the fans.

“I think he has a terrifi c pres-
ence on television,” he said. “He 
comes off very well. He is also 
knowledgeable … It keeps you 
relevant. In the grand scheme 
of things, you are not going to 

fi ght for a long time.”
Jacobs still has some goals 

left to fulfi ll in the ring, and 
accomplishing those means 
beating the unorthodox and 
crafty Mora. He called the 
Los Angeles native one of the 
toughest people he’s ever had 
to prepare for in his career be-
cause Mora doesn’t now have a 
distinct style.

It’s that upcoming challenge 
that Jacobs thinks should be 
the focus — for him and the 
media — not the challenges he 
has already overcome.

“I can never get tired of [of 
my story],” Jacobs said. “But 
the end of the day, I do want 
my skill and my overall box-
ing ability to be the talk.”

Continued from page 51 

JACOBS
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