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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Call it the organ trail.

A band of pipe-organ en-
thusiasts is passing on its 
passion to a new generation 
of pedal-pushers on an edu-
cational tour of Brooklyn’s 
best pipes, and the prote-
ges say they have fully em-
braced the loud and proud 
instrument.

“I love its complexity,” 
said 12-year-old Emily 
Amos, a Bach fan from Lou-
isiana who is in Brooklyn 
for Pipe Organ Encounters, 
a summer camp for teen or-
ganists. “I love everything 
insanely crazy, and the or-
gan is by far the most com-
plex of instruments.”

The Brooklyn chapter 

of the American Guild of 
Organists is hosting the 
organ extravaganza across 
fi ve days this week, bus-
sing budding pipe-dream-
ers from around the coun-
try across the borough for 
a series of church tours, 
classes, and concerts. 

The camp kicked off on 

BY MAX JAEGER
Call it Red Hook’s dead-ball era. 

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has discovered dan-
gerous levels of lead in the Red 
Hook Ball Fields, and now it is 
forcing the city to close the toxic 
playground and shell out $50 mil-
lion to clean it up. 

A smelting facility that oper-
ated at the corner of Lorraine and 
Hicks streets in the 1920s spewed 
lead-fi lled smoke into the air for 
a decade, according a federal in-
vestigator. The smelter closed in 
the ’30s, but the toxic fumes left a 
lasting legacy, she said. 

“The problem with lead is that 
once it’s in the soil, it stays there,” 
said Margaret Gregor, who re-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The theater is getting a lit-
tle Rand-y.

A Williamsburg theater 
is staging an adaptation of 
a novella by anti-commu-
nist author Ayn Rand. But 
hold your horses, Tea Par-
tiers! The “Anthem” adap-
tation, which opens Aug. 6 
at the Brick, is no celebra-

tion of Rand’s politics, says 
its director. 

“I don’t want people to 
think that I adapted her 
work because I’m a sup-
porter of her, because I’m 
really not,” said Ran Xia, 
a Bushwick playwright 
and director. She said 
that wants her play to 

Continued on page 3
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Writer focuses on the summer fruit
BY ERIC FAYNBERG

 Going to the country, gonna 
eat a lot of peaches?  For that you 
need recipes!

A slim new cookbook focuses 
solely on recipes for peaches, us-
ing the fruit in entrees, appetiz-
ers, breakfast dishes, and cock-
tails, and fruit fans can sample 
the results at a release party in 
Williamsburg on August 6. This 
book is defi nitely in season, said 
its author.

“The fi rst thing I think of 
when I think about summer is 

peaches,” said Beth Lipton, the 
food editor for Health.com. “I re-
member going to farmer’s market 
as a kid with my family, after the 
beach. If I behaved myself, I got 
to have a peach. Peaches are like 
the reward for getting to another 
summer every year.”

The 48-page “Peaches” is the 
latest in a series of small-format, 
single-subject cookbooks from 
Brooklyn publisher Short Stack. 
The focused format gave Lipton, 
who lives in Boerum Hill, an op-

Continued on page 6
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IVORY TICKLER: Organ 
student Christian Gingrich 
plays at Our Lady of Refuge 
Church in Ditmas Park.

EAT A PEACH: Beth Lipton gets a feel for the subject of her new cookbook 
“Peaches.” Photo by Sara Hylton

Personal ‘Aynthem’ Teen organists tour borough

EPA: Hook 
park full 
of lead
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING BROOKLYN AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA
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NEW & NOW AT Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer
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Marine Park
Soccer

Fall 2015 Co-ed 
Ages 4-18

Registration:
AYSO266.org

Fees
July $115 / Aug. $140

Includes jersey, short, socks, trophy, yearbook, 
insurance, 10 weeks of soccer and great memories. 

Season starts Sept 12!!! Registration ends Aug 15.
Must be 4 years old by August 3

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Call it puppy payback.

Police arrested the 
man who allegedly 
abused and sold sick 
puppies while running 
an illegal puppy mill out 
of his Gravesend home, 
nearly a month after lo-
cal animal rights activ-
ists rescued nine dogs 
from him.

 The man was arrested 
on July 20 at his Avenue 
X residence on 10 counts 
of torturing, injuring 
and not feeding animals, 
said police. Cops also 
charged the man with 
eight counts of selling 
and exposing diseased 
animals.

He was given a desk 
appearance ticket, and 
will be asked to appear 
in criminal court for ar-
raignment, police said. 
The American Society of 
the Prevention of Cruelty 

to Animals said it pro-
vided veterinary forensic 
support to the cops, but 
would not comment fur-
ther. 

The man allegedly 
transported at least 20 
sick puppies from Flor-
ida to New York, failing 
to provide veterinary 
care, authorities said, 
and at least three of the 
ill pups perished from 
malnutrition and the 
canine virus Parvo. He 
also sold the sick dogs, 
without a license, to un-
suspecting customers, 
according to a police re-
port.

The animal cruelty 
investigation began in 
June,  when internet post-
ings about the sale and 
abuse of sick puppies cap-
tured the attention of lo-
cal animal-rights activ-
ists . Animal rescue group 
 Rescue City  paid the man 

nearly $2,000 to take nine 
of the puppies out of the 
home, but he still had at 
least one other puppy in 
the home.

One of the puppy pro-
tectors said she’s pleased 
that the authorities fi-
nally took action, even if 
it wasn’t as soon as she 
would like.

“Persistence prevails,” 
said Rescue City co-
founder Stella Plit. “We 
keep bringing attention 
to people like this because 
it’s about stopping animal 
abuse and animal cru-
elty.” 

Rescue City, along 
with the Oceanside An-
imal Clinic on Kings 
Highway, helped nurse 
the nine pooches out of 
peril. Four of the dogs 
have been adopted, while 
five are still in foster 
care awaiting permanent 
homes. 

EVERY DOG HAS ITS DAY: Trixie and Robin, two of the puppies rescued from an alleged puppy mill, 
went up for adoption on Aug. 1. Photo by Steve Solomonson

The long paw of 
the law at work
Alleged puppy abuser busted
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searched the toxic history 
of the site for the agency.

The feds usually force 
whoever is responsible for 
contaminating land in the 
fi rst place to pay for its 
cleanup. But the smelter is 
long gone, so the city, which 
fi rst built sports fi elds on 
the site in the 1940s, is on 
the hook, an attorney for 
the agency said.

“There is nothing left 
of that smelting company 
to even pursue, so the only 
party that we have then is 
the owner of the property,” 
said site attorney Andy Pr-
aschak. 

Lead doesn’t decom-
pose and removing the 
dirt could stir up toxic 
dust clouds, so the safest 
way to deal with the fi lth it 
to cover it up, Gregor said. 
Federal guidelines require 
the city to lay a special 
liner over the contami-
nated soil, then pile on at 
least a foot of clean dirt 
and a few inches of porous 
material — so the fi eld can 
drain if there is a storm — 
before laying down new 
sod or synthetic turf, she 
said. 

The Parks Depart-
ment hasn’t drawn up ex-
act plans for the clean-
up, but it will likely end 
up paying “well in excess 
of $50 million,” said bor-
ough parks czar Kevin 
Jeffrey.

The city fi rst found lead 
in the land in 2012, and re-
sponded by paving over the 
worst spots, laying new 
topsoil over the fi elds, and 
replanting the grass — 
measures approved by the 
Department of Health and 
the feds, a parks spokes-
woman said.

But the Environmental 
Protection Agency looked 
into the land itself in 
March last year — after the 
state environmental com-
mission asked it to inves-
tigate sites near historical 
smelting facilities — and 
found lead at three times 
the level that is considered 
safe in ball fi elds bounded 
by Hicks, Henry, Lorraine, 
and Bay streets, so the city 
closed those grounds. Af-
ter more digging this year, 
the feds also found danger-
ous levels of lead levels in a 
fi fth fi eld over on the other 
side of Bay Street. 

The fi elds are a major 
source of green space for 
residents of the nearby Red 
Hook Houses — the larg-
est public housing develop-
ment in the borough — and 
little-league teams come 
from as far as Park Slope 
to play there. The city is 
keeping the fi fth fi eld — the 
least toxic of the sites — 
open until it fi nishes disin-
fecting the other four fi elds 
in 2018, so locals still have 
somewhere to play ball, Jef-
frey said.

The city says it isn’t 
aware of any Red Hookers 
getting sick from the con-
taminated land.

“Recent [lead poisoning] 
cases are very low and they 
have all been traced back to 
children eating lead paint,” 
said Department of Health 
spokeswoman Maureen 
Little.

The feds don’t cur-
rently plan on kicking in 
any money for the proj-
ect, Gregor said. But if the 
agency fi nds any vestige of 
the smelting company still 
exits, it could go after it for 
cleanup cash — and it is 
taking tips, said Praschak, 
adding he’d have like some-
one with deep pockets to be 
culpable.

BY MAX JAEGER
It’s a water-shed moment.

A city plan to cover 
over the lead-contami-
nated baseball fi elds in 
Red Hook could sink the 
fl ood-prone neighborhood, 
say locals.

The Environmental 
Protection Agency last 
year found dangerous lev-
els of the heavy metal in 
fi ve ballparks at the Red 
Hook Ball Fields, and is 
 now forcing the city to lay 
down  a protective barrier, 
some clean dirt, and new 
sod over the toxic turf. But 
a committee of residents 
the state charged with 
thinking up ways to fl ood-
proof the nabe in the wake 
of Hurricane Sandy says 
capping the fi eld will make 
it tougher for storm-water 
to soak into park ground 
— further stressing the 
area’s already-struggling 
sewers.

“There’s a lot of drain-

age issues and storm-water 
management issues that 
happen when you’re cap-
ping eight-acres of prop-
erty,” said New York Ris-
ing committee chair Gita 
Nandan during a July 22 
meeting among residents, 
the city, and federal envi-
ronmental authorities to 
discuss the contaminated 
site and what the city 
should do there. “They’ll 
look like green fi elds, but 
they’ll be the same as con-
crete.”

Water submerged much 
of the peninsula during 
Sandy, when  fl ood-wa-
ter and backed-up sew-
ers socked the neighbor-
hood with a soggy one-two 
punch .

But Parks offi cials say 
they may top the foul ball 
fi elds — and a few others 
— with synthetic turf, 
which they say has bet-
ter drainage than regular 
grass. 

“Just by doing syn-
thetic turf, we’ll increase 
the potential for water re-
tention,” said Brooklyn 
parks honcho Kevin Jef-
frey.

Other residents are 
asking for more say into 
the park’s general design, 
noting the fi elds are the 
main green space for 6,500 
people in the nearby Red 
Hook Houses. 

“Red Hook Houses are 
taking the brunt of this 
cleanup without having 
a signifi cant amount of 
input as to how the park 
should be developed,” said 
area resident Steve Abel. 
“There needs to be a mas-
ter plan as to what and 
how it should be developed 
— with athletic facilities 
in mind.”

One park-goer had a 
bright idea to extend the 
park’s usable hours be-
yond sundown by install-
ing lighting.

“This is a great time to 
put lights, because you’re 
tearing up the fields,” 
said Nathan Ball, who 
runs youth soccer club 
Park Slope United, which 
plays on the Red Hook 
fields.

The Parks Department 
says it is willing to work 
with community mem-
bers, but money doesn’t 
grow on trees, and the 
agency still has to come up 
with a projected $50 mil-
lion for the federally-man-
dated cleanup before it can 
start paying for additional 
amenities.

“When we take a look 
at the commitment the 
city has already made for 
remediation … well in ex-
cess of $50 million in an-
ticipated costs, I cannot sit 
here and give you a com-
mitment for lights,” Jef-
frey said. “But I think it’s 
a good idea and something 
we will discuss.”

Residents fear ball fi eld cleanup plan could 
cause even more fl ooding in Red Hook

WATER YOU THINKING?: Red Hook residents Gita Nandan, Stephen Kondaks, John McGettrick, and Jim Tampakis — all members of 
a state-formed committee to identify new storm-resiliency projects in Red Hook — say a plan to cover lead-contaminated ball fi elds 
with dirt and synthetic turf would make it even tougher for rain water to soak into the ground in the fl ood-prone neighborhood. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

CAP AND WADE

DON’T PLAY BALL: Several fi elds in the Red Hook Recreation Area 
are closed because they are contaminated with poisonous lead left 
by a smelting facility that operated on the site nearly a century 
ago. Photo by Jason Speakman

Continued from page 1

LEAD
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
What a slam!

A developer’s plan to 
build condos next to and 
on top of a Park Slope’s 
historic Pavilion The-
ater will make the be-
loved building look like a 
prison, say neighbors who 
gathered at a community 
board meeting last Thurs-
day night to register their 
disapproval.

“The architectural de-
sign looks like the peniten-
tiary in Sunset Park,” said 
one self-described longtime 
neighborhood resident who 
refused to give her name, 
referring to the mammoth 
Metropolitan Detention 
Center on 29th Street.

But the Community 
Board 6 Landmarks and 
Land Use committee never-
theless voted unanimously 
to okay Hidrock Realty’s 
bid to make-over the the-
ater, which is part of the 

Park Slope historic district, 
and add 24 units of housing 
— albeit with the caveat 
that the developer should 
make several changes to its 
design so the building will 
blend in better with its sur-
roundings.

Hidrock, which pur-
chased the Prospect Park 
West and 14th Street build-
ing in 2006, wants to com-
pletely renovate the the-
ater and use it as the basis 
of a fi ve-story development, 
with a smaller art-house 
cinema inside. It also 
wants to replace the old 
playhouse’s windows and 
marquee — which were 
both added in recent years 
— and take down the fi re 
escape on the 14th Street 
side of the building to make 
way for a new entrance and 
a garage door.

The architecture fi rm 
that designed the build-
ing insists all the changes 

were conceived with the 
character of the original 
structure in mind.

“The idea is that it 
would be deferential to the 
historic building,” said 
Wesley Wolfe of Morris Ad-
jmi Architects.

But locals say the build-
ing is too fl ashy for the 
area surrounding Bartel-
Pritchard Square — the 
grassy circular intersec-
tion where Prospect Park 
West meets Prospect Park 
Southwest — and that any 
new addition should go 
with the fl ow rather than 
steal the show.

“I think they can do a lot 
better to bring in elements 
that make it part of an en-
semble cast and not try to 
stand out and grab for at-
tention on the circle,” said 
Peter Bray, chair of neigh-
borhood advocacy group 
the Park Slope Civic Coun-
cil, calling the square an 

important “portal into the 
neighborhood.”

The committee mem-
bers agreed, and told the 
developer it must change 
the proposed color scheme 
from a bright white to 
something more subdued, 
and set back a planned 
penthouse that is cur-
rently slated to jut out 
prominently from the 
roof.

The committee also ap-
proved the developer’s 
plans to tear down an aban-
doned restaurant next door, 
which members said does 
not contribute to the char-
acter of the square.

The developer plans 
to keep part of the build-
ing as a cinema, and says 
it will reopen as a smaller, 
four-screen multiplex on 
the ground fl oor after it is 
done with the renovations. 
Hidrock could have made 
more money by putting in 

a retail store in the space, 
and should be applauded 
for keeping the neighbor-
hood theater up and run-
ning, said one local pol who 
fought to keep the movie 
house alive. 

“The preserving of the 
theater, which has been 
there for more than a hun-
dred years, is a really im-
portant act of preserva-
tion,” said Councilman 

Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope). 

The building fi rst 
opened as the Sanders 
Theater in 1928 and has 
been through a handful of 
changes since then. It shut 
down in the late ’70s, and 
was fi nally renovated and 
reopened as the Pavilion 
Theater in 1996. The the-
ater has become a little 

Park Slopers say theater plan looks like a prison

NEW KID ON THE BLOCK: Renderings released by developers 
show a renovated Pavilion Theater with the neighboring condo’s 
penthouse on its roof.  Morris Adjmi Architects 

PAIN IN THE PAVILION

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure designed 
to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities 
without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 

for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxifi cation. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients 
average loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches 
compared to the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3-9 INCHES IN TWO WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off  excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When:  Tuesday, August 11 at 1:15 pm
Thursday, August 27 at 7:15 pm

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona removes inches, more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The 
Doctors.  I have to say, I didn’t believe it at fi rst either.”        

—  Dr. Drew Ordon - Lead Physician on the Hit T.V. Show “The Doctors” 

Continued on page 9
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BROOKLYN WAREHOUSE

NEW & NOW AT

HUGE SAVINGS
ON A HUGE NEW SELECTION

60-85% 
off

The Most Wanted Styles of
Clothing, Footwear & Accessories

From The Most Wanted Brands

CONTEMPORARY | JUNIORS | YOUNG MEN

KIDS | INFANTS | BABY

1106 AVE U, BROOKLYN  718-375-7337 x16

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

BY MAX JAEGER
The Brooklyn tech darling 
that laid off 100 people in 
April has just opened its 
new factory in Sunset Park 
— and now the company is 
hiring.

MakerBot, a 3D printer 
manufacturer, unveiled a 
new factory in the water-
front industrial complex 
Industry City on July 22 
that’s twice the size of its 
former space and could 
accommodate double the 
number of factory work-
ers it has now. 

The company, a leader 
in making 3D printers a 
household commodity, is 
 looking to bring on about 
40 new people just three 
months after it axed about 
100 jobs — reportedly one-
fi fth of its workforce — cit-
ing a reorganization .  But 
factory jobs weren’t really 
on the chopping block in 
the springtime cull — on 
the contrary, MakerBot 
sought to trim ancillary 
positions in order to beef 
up its factory line and qual-
ity control, according to 
the company’s new chief 
executive offi cer.

“There were certain ar-
eas that we had to recon-
sider ... retail stores being 
a great example of that,” 
said Jonathan Jaglom. 
“Some of [the new hiring] 
is back-fi lling, some of it 
is new positions, some of 
it is expansion in certain 
areas.”

Many of the new jobs 
are on the factory floor 
and require little formal 
education or training, the 
manufactory’s manager 
said.

“We typically require a 
high-school diploma and we 
like to see a couple of years 
work experience,” said Di-
ana Pincus. “Ideally, we get 
people with light assembly 
skills.”

Fewer than 19 percent 
of residents living in the 
area around the factory 
have a four-year college 
degree or more, census 
data shows.

The company’s rela-
tively low barrier to en-
try and good advancement 
prospects are a boon for 
locals, according to a lo-

cal workforce-development 
group.

“MakerBot gives an 
opportunity for folks to 
get in the door at an en-
try level and rise within 
the company, and achieve 
some economic mobil-
ity,” said Justin Collins 
of the  Southwest Brook-
lyn Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation . “They 
tend to pay better wages 
and are more likely to 
have more benefits than 
comparable retail posi-
tions.”

The corporation is help-
ing a few dozen low-skill 
workers apply for jobs at 
MakerBot, he said.

“We’re going be refer-
ring a good number of 
people there starting this 
coming week — mainly for 
assembly positions,” Col-
lins said.

MakerBot employs 
about 140 people on its 
production line, but the 
new factory has room to 

employ twice that, Pincus 
said.

The company  began in 
Gowanus in 2009  and  moved 
offi ces Downtown in 2013 . A 
year later, it  relocated its 
Boreum Hill factory and 
Downtown offi ce to Indus-
try City . 

Staff handed out 3D-
printed screw-and-nut sets 
last Wednesday to give an-
nouncement attendees a 
tangible takeaway from the 
event, but Borough Presi-
dent Adams said the doo-
hickies also symbolized 
potential job creation in a 
neighborhood that was hit 
hard by a decline in Brook-
lyn manufacturing.

“For many years, our 
folks in this community — 
instead of making screws 
— they felt like they were 
being screwed,” Adams 
said. “And now we have an 
opportunity to ensure that 
they be part of this great 
revolution that’s happening 
here.”

MakerBot opens new factory, begins hiring workers

BOOT IT UP: (Above) MakerBot 
chief executive offi cer Jona-
than Jaglom, at center, cuts the 
ribbon on the 3D-printer com-
pany’s new Sunset Park factory 
alongside Borough President 
Adams. (Right) The company 
makes machines that can craft 
just about anything, but the 
the devices are still assembled 
by hand on a traditional factory 
line. Photos by Jason Speakman

Printing jobs in S’Park
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portunity to unpack new 
ways of using the fruit, 
such as turning a classic 
peach cobbler into a break-
fast meal. Concocting the 
recipes also led Lipton 
to discover foods that go 
well with peaches, includ-
ing honey, with its fl oral 
fragrance, and tomatoes, 
which have a similar fl eshy 
juiciness.

“Peaches play well with 
others,” Lipton said. “Ev-

eryone knows they go with 
cream, but they go well with 
spice, too. There is a little 
acidity, but not too much.”

Lipton’s book demon-
strates that the stone fruit 
can enhance dishes with a 
variety of fl avor profi les. 
In fact, if she had her little 
way, we’d have peaches ev-
ery day. 

One of her recipes, 
Green Goddess Chicken 
Salad, pairs peach and 
fennel with an herby 
dressing featuring pars-
ley, tarragon, and chives. 
A mixed drink combines 

peach juice with cucum-
ber juice, jalapeno, and 
Mezcal. Lipton says it is 
sweet, spicy, and refresh-
ing.

The store hosting the re-
lease party, By Brooklyn, 
only sells items produced 
in the borough. The tasting 
is part of a series of Thurs-
day evening “Happy Hour” 
events at the store’s Wil-
liamsburg location, at which 
local food makers provide 
samples of their products and 
a related cocktail. The store’s 
owner encourages people to 
come try some of the 21 reci-

pes in Lipton’s book. 
“It’s a great opportunity 

for customers to try stuff 
from the cookbook and 
experience the new store 
and a product made here 
in Brooklyn,” said Gaia 
DiLoreto. “We hope people 
from the community make 
it out. We’d like to get to 
know our neighbors.”

“Peaches” release at By 
Brooklyn [142 Grand St. 
between Bedford Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 935–9041, 
www.shop.bybrooklyn.
com] Aug. 6, 5–8 pm. Free.

show more nuance than 
A=A.

“I kind of want to show 
the problems of each side,” 
said Xia. “The more ques-
tions thrown out in peo-
ple’s faces, the sooner we 
fi nd solutions.”

Xia adapted “[ai]” 
from Rand’s dystopian 
story of a citizen in a hy-
per-collectivized society 
who rediscovers the no-
tion of individuality. It 
is not an entirely faithful 
adaptation, Xia admits, 
in part because falls far 
from the ideological tree. 
The show also uses styl-
ized dance movements to 
convey the play’s collec-
tive nature, and to hint at 
occasional scenes of vio-
lence, 

Rand’s staunchly in-
dividualist politics have 
made her a libertarian 
folk hero, but Xia is stay-
ing neutral on Rand’s po-
litical legacy. Xia grew 
up in Shanghai, which 
has remained avowedly 
communist even as mar-
ket reforms have allowed 

rapid development. Com-
ing of age in that mix of 
political systems led to 
Xia’s interest in explor-
ing something between 
Rand’s extreme individu-
alism and the dystopian 
collectivism of her no-
vella.

“Individualism is im-
portant, and as long as you 
make decisions based on 
how it will affect others, 
it’s okay,” she said. “But 
community is a human 
need. If socialism has that 
as a goal, then I’m all for a 
communal identity as op-
posed to being isolated on 
your own.”

Xia said she became 
interested in dystopian 
books at an early age, read-
ing Chinese translations 
of “1984” and “Brave New 
World.” The books weren’t 
assigned in school, she 
says, but she sought them 
out because she is a “huge 
nerd.”

“[ai]” at The Brick [579 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Lorimer Street and Union 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 285–3863, brickthe-
ater.com.] Aug. 6–8 at 8 pm. 
$20. Aug. 10–20 at 8 pm. 
$25.

Continued from page 1 

AYN RAND

Continued from page 1 

PEACHES
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PROSE IN MOTION: Cast members of “[ai]”, an adaptation of Ayn 
Rand’s novella “Anthem,” use abstract movement to convey the 
play’s moments of violence. Here they are seen rehearsing for the 
Aug. 6 opening.  Photo by Jason Speakman

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
They’re doing the robot!

A Kensington engi-
neer is teaching Park 
Slope whiz-kids how 
to build their own ro-
bots, then pit the droids 
against each other at 
a tech-savvy summer 
camp.

BK Bots is a five-day 
robotics workshop where 
youngsters learn how to 
construct, program, and 
control their own me-
chanical monsters with 
Lego Mindstorms kits 
— and pick up plenty of 
math and science skills 
along the way, said the 
program’s creator.

“It’s learning that’s 
actually made fun,” said 
Sean Spillane, a former 
high-school teacher who 
has condensed his semes-
ter-long robotics classes 
into a crash-course, 
which he is hosting at 
Fifth Avenue math-tutor-
ing school the Mathna-
sium every week through 

Sept. 4. “We don’t have 
to take away from the 
learning to make it fun 
— it’s possible to do both 
of them.”

The camp is open to 
students aged between 

7 and 14, who pair up in 
teams of two to learn the 
nuts and bolts of build-
ing basic robots before 
advancing to create their 
own unique automatons, 
Spillane said. On the last 

day of the camp, the duos 
prepare their final bots 
for battle and let them 
loose in the arena. 

Spillane, who has a de-
gree in mechanical engi-

Young engineers build and battle bots at Slope camp

BOT BUILDERS: BK Bots instructor Sean Spillane teaches Hamilton Akabueze, Damian Mavromatis, 
and Lydia Vassiliadi how to build dueling droids.   Photo by Jason Speakman

MEGA HURTS!

Continued on page 10
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The party doesn’t have to end 
on Saturday night. 

The Greenhouse Café serves a 
$26 brunch with unlimited cock-
tails, every Sunday, from 11 am 
to 3 pm. Invite your friends, and 
let the good times roll all week-
end long. That’s what summer is 
all about. 

In fact, that ultimate summer 
drink — the pina colada — is one 
of five endless cocktails offered 
with brunch. It’s so creamy and 
refreshing, it’s like being on a 
tropical island. You’d have to fly 
to Puerto Rico to get one as good. 
For the brunch traditionalists — 
no worries — there are bottom-
less Bloody Marys, screwdrivers, 
champagne, and mimosas, too.  

When you dine at the Green-
house, you know you’re going to 
get a tasty meal, and a lot of food. 
Brunch includes an appetizer, 
entrée, dessert, and coffee or tea. 
Start with a plate of fresh, sea-
sonal fruit; a crisp green salad; 
enticing bowl of Caesar’s; or the 
soup of the day. When we visited, 
it was a heaping bowl of duck 
noodle. Bet you don’t make that 
at home.  

If you’ve slept in on Sunday 
morning, you might want to 
follow that up with eggs Bene-
dict. There are two versions — 
poached eggs, Canadian bacon, 
topped with hollandaise sauce, 
served on an English muffin, is 
one choice. The other is called 
the Eggs Benedict Arnold, where 
grilled salmon replaces the ba-
con. I wonder what Arnold would 
have thought about that.

A stack of pancakes with ham, 
bacon, sausage, and strawberry 
sauce; French toast; or sliced 
steak with eggs and home fries 
are other breakfast-y options. 

If you prefer your brunch to 
be more like lunch, a light crepe, 
filled with seafood, chicken, or 
spinach, is delightful, and comes 
with greens, cucumbers, and ol-
ives. Then there are the quiches 
— broccoli, spinach, or Lorraine 
— all generous cuts, very flavor-
ful, also accompanied by house 
garden greens. 

Yes, it is Sunday, so should 
you be craving pasta, penne ala 
vodka satisfies the need. 

Soak up the natural summer 
sunlight by dining in the bright 
garden room where greenery 
abounds. Here you can enjoy a 
leisurely dessert of apple strudel, 
brownie squares with whipped 

cream, ice cream, or sherbet.
So what should you eat the 

rest of the week when it’s too 
hot to turn on the stove? Keep 
the lid on it. Greenhouse Café 
has a hearty three-course din-
ner menu for just $28 per person. 
Partake in appetizers like the 
perfectly prepared eggplant rol-
letini, rich with mozzarella. Or, 
golden fried calamari. Maybe 
some zuppa de mussels. Move 

on to main courses like grilled 
pork chops with apple sauce or 
hot cherry pepper sauce; shrimp 
scamp, sautéed with white wine, 
lemon, garlic, and butter. Per-
haps a steaming bowl of riga-
toni with broccoli rabe, grilled 
chicken, roasted red peppers, 
garlic, and parmesan cheese. 
There are 14 entrees from which 
to choose, and most are served 
with fresh vegetables plus a po-

tato or rice.
The abundant dessert list has 

chocolate cheesecake, chocolate 
mousse pie, rainbow sherbet, 
and eight other options. It really 
doesn’t pay to work up a sweat 
cooking at home. 

Greenhouse entertains you, 
too. There’s karaoke on Mondays 
and Wednesday at 8 pm, and live 
musical entertainment on Sun-
days at 6 pm. 

The restaurant can accommo-
date up to 150 people for all types 
of parties. 

Greenhouse Café [7717 Third 
Ave. between 77th and 78th streets 
in Bay Ridge (718) 833–8200, www.
GreenhouseCafe.com]. Open Mon-
days through Thursdays, 11:30 
am–11 pm; Fridays and Satur-
days, 11:30 am–midnight; and 
Sundays, 10 am–10 pm. Sunday 
brunch served 11 am–3 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The Greenhouse Café is the go-to brunch spot
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FLIPFLIP
BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO

Louis Powsner Way sure 
has a nice ring to it.

The legendary Courier 
Life columnist,  who died 
last year after more than 
60 years of serving South-
ern Brooklyn , will live on 
in his beloved Coney Is-
land at the corner of W. 
17th Street and Mermaid 
Avenue, one of 51 public 
thoroughfares and public 
places the city approved on 
July 23 to posthumously 
honor notable locals.

 Back in December this 
paper made the case for 
why the iconoclastic ink-
slinger and long-time com-
munity advocate deserved 
to have a street named 
after him , urging rookie 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island) and his 
colleagues to follow Pows-
ner’s motto and “fi ght for 

what’s right.” Treyger re-
sponded by sponsoring a 
bill in the City Council to 
preserve the memory of a 
people’s provost in the Peo-
ple’s Playground.

Powsner operated a 
men’s furnishings store 
on Mermaid Avenue for 
44 years, helped to guide 
the colicky neighborhood 
through decades of blight, 
and assisted cops in 79 ar-
rests after being held up at 
gunpoint multiple times. 
His bold and brassy “Speak 
Out” column drew legions 
of faithful fans, while his 
civic work spoke volumes. 

The fearless community 
advocate, known as “The 
Mouth That Roared,” be-
longed to just about every lo-
cal group in the community, 
among them, Community 
Board 13, Kings Highway 
Board of Trade, Progres-

sive Democratic Club, Ben-
sonhurst West End Commu-
nity Council, Joint Council 
of Kings County Boards of 
Trade, and Coney Island 
Board of Trade. 

Powsner demanded hon-
est answers from giant 
corporations, public utili-
ties, and public offi cials, 
and even fl exed his muscle 
against the likes of former 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Hideki Tojo, whom he per-
sonally attacked with his 
bombardier buddies during 
World War II. He lobbed his 
pointed proclamations with 
the precision of a marks-
man, once informing ex-
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
mother that he would not 
vote for her “emperor son.”

Powsner hailed from 
Crandon, South Dakota 
(pop. 72) — where he slept 
in an egg crate as a baby 

before moving to Brook-
lyn with his parents at age 
2 — but he became a quint-
essential Brooklynite, and 
a dedicated grassroots 
gladiator. He battled the 
city on parking meters he 
said gave suburban shop-
ping malls a leg up on his 
beloved mom-and-pops, 
and brought affordable 
housing to Coney Island. 
He fought to have dim 
sidewalks illuminated to 
thwart crime, helped to 
repave Avenue P, and ad-
vocated tirelessly for a 
wooden Boardwalk. 

Colleagues marveled 
at his sharp wits that re-
mained with him until his 
death at 93.

“Before the inter-
net and the information 
highway, before there 
were search engines like 
Google, there was Lou 

Powsner with his photo-
graphic memory and in-
stant-recall ability,” said 
Carmine Santa Maria, 

Courier “Big Screecher” 
columnist and founder 
of the Bensonhurst West 
End Community Council.

BROOKLYN LEGEND: Beloved Courier columnist Lou Powsner 
passed last December after more than 60 years serving Southern 
Brooklyn. He was active in local business and civic groups, and 
used the power of his “Speak Out” column in the Courier papers 
to shame do-nothing politicians and keep his neighbors well in-
formed. His decades of service to the city will be recognized with 
the co-naming of the corner of W. 17th Street and Mermaid Avenue 
as “Louis Powsner Way.” File photo by Elizabeth Graham

‘Louis Powsner Way’ 
on way to Coney Island
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BY MAX JAEGER
It is a communication gap 
so big you could park a 
truck in it.

The city decided to cut 
several parking spots along 
Fifth Avenue in Sunset Park 
in favor of truck loading 
zones, but never bothered 
to tell locals about the plan 
— and still won’t say which 
spots will get nixed, accord-
ing to the leader of a busi-
ness group.

The Department of 
Transportation say it will 
replace parking spaces 
with four new truck load-
ing zones along a 10-block 
stretch of Fifth Avenue — 
the heart of the neighbor-
hood’s commercial strip 
— by November. But the 
planners never checked 
with local business to ask 
where the loading zones 
should be — or even if 
they were really neces-
sary, the head of the lo-
cal business improvement 
district said. 

“For us, this is really 
frustrating,” said Sunset 
Park Business Improve-
ment District director Re-
nee Giordano. “When it 
comes to working together, 
there’s no discussion. Us 
being at the location, we 
might have a different 
viewpoint and have a bet-
ter idea of why one location 
would work better than an-
other. We’re here all the 
time.”

The loading zones pro-
vide commercial trucks a 
place to sit so drivers don’t 
double-park while making 
deliveries.

Giordano can’t even say 
whether the city’s plan is a 
good one, because offi cials 
aren’t telling her where 

specifi cally they plan to 
put the zones — only that 
there will be four more be-
tween 45th and 55th streets 
by Oct. 31.

Existing zones along 
the avenue bar parking be-
tween 8:30 am and 7 pm ev-
ery day but Sunday — mak-
ing stores less accessible, 
Giordano said.

“Saturdays are a busy 
shopping time, and they 
took away all this space,” 
she said, gesturing to the 
several-car-length loading 
zone along the commercial 
strip.

The proposal apparently 
ballooned out of one local’s 
beef with truck traffi c.

A constituent com-
plained to the offi ce of As-
semblyman Felix Ortiz 
(D–Sunset Park), so the 
pol forwarded the com-

plaint to the Department 
of Transportation, and 
the city ran with it, said a 
spokesman for the assem-
blyman.

“We simply passed 
along a constituent inquiry 
as we would with anybody,” 
said Ortiz spokesman Jeff 
Wice. “DOT took it to the 
next step and decided to 
rearrange traffi c on those 
blocks. We were not advo-
cating anything.”

The lack of community 
involvement is alarming, 
given that  a plan to reacti-
vate the nearby South Brook-
lyn Marine Terminal ship-
ping hub  could bring scores 
more trucks to Sunset Park’s 
streets, Wice said. 

“We’re concerned that 
the city work with local or-
ganizations in dealing with 
the new traffi c situation 
that the port might bring,” 
he said.

The Department of 
Transportation will review 
the results of the traffi c 
study the agency conducted 
along the avenue, a spokes-
woman said. Offi cials did 
not respond to requests 
for details about where the 
loading zones would be, 
or when they would be en-
forced.

It’s Giordano’s job to 
alert local businesses to 
any major changes the city 
implements, but she can’t 
do that without informa-
tion from the city, and the 
communication break-
down threatens her ability 
to do her job, she said.

“If I get a phone call 
from a BID member about 
a new loading zone and 
I don’t know about it — 
that’s not good,” Giordano 
said.

City quietly nixes parking spots on Fifth Ave.

ZONED OUT: Dedicated truck 
loading zones — particularly 
ones with long enforcement 
periods like this one — take 
away parking spots from the 
avenue’s potential custom-
ers, according to Sunset Park 
Business Improvement District 
director Renee Giordano. 
 CNG / Max Jaeger

Loading zone-out
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WHEN YOU MENTION 

BKWP

shabby in recent years, 
with moviegoers com-
plaining of broken seats, 
heating problems, and bed 

bugs —  though theater 
management insisted the 
latter charge was just a ru-
mor . 

The Community Board 
6 executive committee will 
next vote on the plan, and 
then submit its fi nal ap-

proval and any additional 
recommendations to the 
city’s Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission. The 
city agency may take the 
submission into consider-
ation, but is not obligated 
to follow it.

PAVILLION
Continued from page 4

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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July 26, and will take the 
tube-loving teens to some 
of Brooklyn’s most vital or-
gans — including the Aus-
tin organ at Grace Church 
in Brooklyn Heights and 
the recently-restored 
80-year-old Kilgen organ at 
Our Lady of Refuge Church 
in Ditmas Park — before 
wrapping up on July 31.

Veteran organists once 
feared the ancient instru-
ment’s appeal was running 
out of wind, but the fresh 
faces on the tour show it is 
here to stay, said an organ-
izer.

“It’s not dying, and there 
are kids wanting to do this,” 
said Eric Birk, director of 
the Brooklyn branch of the 
American Guild of Organ-
ists, a national group that 
promotes the instrument 
and supports its players. 
“These are kids currently 
playing for mass or ser-
vices — they’re already in-
terested. This is the young 
generation of who’s coming 
up next.”

The teens begin each 
morning of the program 
with lessons taught by 
lauded instructors, then 
go on afternoon fi eld trips 
throughout the borough 
and beyond to see the pipe 

organs housed in the city’s 
churches. Each day ends 
with a public concert fea-
turing teachers or guest 
artists performing in one 
of Brooklyn’s storied sanc-
tuaries. 

The young ivory-tick-
lers say it is an intensive 
education in all things or-
gan-ic.

“It’s really an in-depth 
experience,” said 16-year-
old Peter Gingrich from 
Pennsylvania. “We saw 
fi ve or six organs in the 
fi rst day.”

One participant said she 
was hooked from the mo-
ment she set hand — and 

foot — on the keys.
“I remember the fi rst 

time I looked at it and 
played it and I thought, 
‘This is defi nitely a piano 
on steroids,’ ” said 17-year-
old Lidiya Louder, who also 
hails from Pennsylvania 
and embraced the rancor-
ous instrument a year ago. 
“It’s like marching pianos, 
because you’re playing it 
with your feet as well as 
your hands.”

The campers performed 
their own recital on the fi -
nal night of Pipe Organ En-
counters at the Flatbush-
Tompkins Congregational 
Church.

Continued from page 1 

ORGANISTS

neering from the City Col-
lege of New York, founded 
BK Bots in 2012 after six 
years teaching math, sci-
ence, and robotics at high 
schools in Flatbush and 
Midwood. He says he got 
fed up with the restric-
tions of the school curricu-
lum and decided to create 
his own classroom where 
kids could learn in a fun, 
hands-on environment.

“I was feeling stran-
gled and stif led,” said 
Spillane. “I wanted to be 
more creative and there 
was no option to do that.”

The teacher says the ro-
botics lab cured his creative 
claustrophobia, and his 
rookie roboteers continue to 
inspire him with their own 
outside-the-bots inventions.

“They come up with 
their own thing,” he said. 
“It’s really cool to see the 
different perspectives on 

how to get these robots to 
do what they do.”

Spillane said he even-
tually hopes to create his 
own after-school technol-
ogy academy where kids 
can pursue their passion 
for bot-building, com-
puter-programming, and 
3D printing all year long. 

But he is in no hurry to 
leave BK Bots behind — he 

still has plenty to pick-up 
from his charges, he said.

“It’s kind of a cliche, 
but I learn as much from 
them as they learn from 
me,” said Spillane.

BK Bots at the Mathna-
sium [361 Fifth Ave. at Fifth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
369–6284, www.bkbots.
com]. Weekly from July 20–
Sept. 4. $400 per person.

BOTS
Continued from page 6

VITAL ORGANS: Budding organist Minh Nguyen plays with some 
guidance from an instructor at the Pipe Organ Encounters camp in 
Brooklyn. Photo by Jason Speakman

MR. ROBOTO: Students at the BK Bots summer camp build a new 
robot every day. Photo by Jason Speakman
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