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BY DAVID RUSSELL
Talk about a guitar hero!

The 78-year-old “King of 
Surf Guitar” will rock out 
on a Williamsburg stage 
on Aug. 21. Guitar legend 
Dick Dale, who pioneered 
the surf rock genre, has 
hung ten at Brooklyn Bowl 
before, and he expects this 

show to be as crowded as 
Coney Island during the 
Mermaid Parade.

“Every time we came 
in there, it’s packed all the 
way to the walls,” Dale said. 
“It’s strictly a Dick Dale lis-
tening audience.” 

The crowd coming to 
see the show is not limited 

to local surf rock fans. 
“People are fl ying in 

from Ireland, England, 
Greenland,” he said. “I 
guess they want to see me 
before they think I’m going 
to die.”

The septuagenarian 
shredder stays active, not-

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Get outta the water!

A popular swimming spot for 
Brooklyn dogs to cool off in Pros-
pect Park Lake is riddled with 
toxins that can kill pups that in-
gest them, and pet owners are be-
ing warned to keep their pooches 
out of the water during the hot-
test month of the year.

Prospect Park Lake, including 
the peninsula where park-goers 
often let their dogs take a dip, is 
 fi lled with harmful algal blooms  
— a pea-soup like substance atop 
the water that can  cause nau-
sea, vomiting, diarrhea, skin or 
throat irritation, allergic reac-
tions or breathing diffi culties in 
dogs and humans , according to 

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Expect to see more blue 
amongst all the green in 
Marine Park.

A recent spate of crime 
at Marine Park has led to 
an increased police pres-
ence, according to state Sen. 
Marty Golden. He said the 
63rd Precinct will assign 
more offi cers, uniformed 

and undercover, to patrol 
the park after concerns ex-
pressed by the community. 
Park police will also be in-
creasing patrols, he said.

“The community is 
alarmed, and rightfully 
so,” said Golden. “But the 
police are going to deal 
not only with the increase 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 7Continued on page 7

Shelter overrun with stray cats
BY ALLEGRA HOBBS

It is a cat-astrophe!
The owner of a Windsor Ter-

race animal shelter says his ref-
uge is overfl owing with aban-
doned felines because locals are 
scooping up litters of homeless 
kittens off the streets and dump-
ing them onto his doorstop — and 
he is in desperate need of kind 
souls willing to help feed and 
care for the babes.

“We’re defi nitely getting just 
overrun with cats,” said Sean 
Casey of the Sean Casey Ani-
mal Rescue, an organization that 
rescues and rehabilitates aban-
doned, neglected, and injured an-
imals and tries to fi nd them per-
manent homes.

Casey says his no-kill shelter 
on E. Third Street is pushed to the 
limit by what he calls “kitten sea-

Continued on page 9
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STILL ROCKING: Dick Dale 
will play Brooklyn Bowl on 
Aug. 21.

CAT SCRATCH FEVER: Sean Casey’s animal shelter — and arms — are over-
fl owing with cats, and he needs your help! Photo by Jason Speakman 

More cops for M’Park Surf king to rock W’burg
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY MAX JAEGER
Some Suessites assembled in Owls Head Park
for magic and songs on Aug. 9 — what a lark!
A fantabulous conjuror put on a show
of mystic illusion that set kids a-glow.
And warblers from Narrows Community Theater
sang Dr. Seuss songs in a whimsical meter.
The show left kids’ faces with smiles that spread
from one ear to the other, one mother has said.
“I’ve never seen my son that excited,” 
mom Madga Correa gladly recited.
For actors, the show was a publicity coup
for “Seussical The Musical” — which opens Aug. 22.
“We’re gonna try to do much more publicity for each show as we’re growing,” 
said Narrows Community Theater president Marla Gotay, who was glowing.
They sang at the precinct’s Night Out Against Crime
and then during Summer Stroll busted their rhymes.
When the show opens hot, it’s those gambits they’ll owe
for getting park-goers like Correa to go.
“I told my husband afterward, ‘we have to go to the show at the base,’ ” 
said Correa, who wanted much more after getting this taste.
Narrows Community Theater presents “Seussical The Musical” at the Ft. Hamilton 

Army Base Theater [entrance at 101st Street and Ft. Hamilton Parkway, (718) 482–3173, 
nctheaterny.com]. Opens Aug. 22 at 8 pm. $10–$20.

Theater previews Dr. Seuss musical

Liam the Magician juggles.

Oh, the places 
they’ll show!
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CARPET CLEANING SPECIAL
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Call it a pre-sail.

The company Brooklyn 
Bridge Park bigwigs selected to 
construct a marina in the bor-
ough’s front yard still hasn’t 
built a single dock, but it has 
already launched a sailing club 
and anchored 10 boats off Pier 5. 

The Brooklyn Bridge Sail 
Club is similar to car-rental 
company Zipcar, according 
to the forthcoming marina’s 
skipper. Members of the club 
pay a yearly fee, then get to use 
the vessels any time that fl oats 
their boat — which one local 
mariner said is a great way for 
Brooklynites who can’t afford 
their own tony craft to get a 
taste of the life aquatic.

“Sailing has always been a 
passion of mine, but the idea 
of owning and maintaining 
a boat is totally inaccessible 
and cost-prohibitive,” said 
Alan Winchester, a Brooklyn 
Heights attorney and an early 
member of the club, which 
launched in late May. “Here 
you have all the benefi ts of 
a really hot boat that would 
otherwise cost you $100,000 to 
buy, berth, and maintain.” 

But subscribers still need 
to have a bit of cash to splash 
— a basic membership to the 

club costs $1,200 a year, and 
prices go up to $2,900 for really 
serious sea dogs who want to 
race and bring guests aboard. 

Around 120 people have 
joined the club already, accord-
ing to the marina’s general 
manager Timothy O’Brien, but 
Winchester — who says he has 
been out on the water about 20 
times — said he’s never had to 
wait to use a vessel.

The handful of boats bob-
bing in the water offer a hint 
of the giant boat-parking-lot 
slated for the site. Park hon-
chos  tapped developer Edge-
water Resources in 2013  to 
construct a marina between 
piers 4 and 5, which the fi rm 
originally planned to have up 
and running this spring. But 
O’Brien said the company had 
trouble getting some permits, 
and will instead begin con-
struction later this month and 
crack the champagne bottle in 
spring next year.

The marina will comprise 
three fl oating docks with space 
for around 100 boats —  though 
not live-aboard sailboats a la 
“Sleepless in Seattle.”  

It will also include a fourth 
so-called “community dock,” 
which Edgewater says will 
eventually house the sailing 

club (members currently have 
to take motorboat out to reach 
one of its vessels), as well as 
nautically minded local pro-
grams including kids’ boat-
building lessons  Brooklyn 
BoatWorks  and  the New York 
Harbor School . The company 
says two-percent of the mari-
na’s revenue will go towards 
funding free and low-cost 
classes run from the dock.

The river is part of what was 
once the world’s busiest harbor, 
and O’Brien said he is delighted 
to see the waterway teeming 
with boats once again.

“So many generations went 
by that people kind of forgot 
that New York has a big, beau-
tiful harbor that is a nice place 
to go boating,” he said. “But 
with more development on the 
waterfront, people are start-
ing to notice it more.”

Winchester said he could 
never have imagined the 
neighborhood’s waterfront 
taking on an air of Montauk 
or Martha’s Vineyard when 
he moved there in 1986.

“I’m just amazed,” he said. 
“This harbor is not nearly as 
bad as it was, and I love the 
idea of having a waterfront that 
brings us into the realm of cit-
ies like Sydney or Stockholm.”

Marina still not built, but sailing club boats 
already moored at Brooklyn Bridge Park

FLOATIN’ ON THE RIVER: Sailboats belonging to the Brooklyn Bridge Sail Club bobbing about in the East River.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

SEAS THE DAY

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Something new is brewing in the Peo-
ple’s Playground.

The Coney Island Brewery cele-
brated its new location in a style befi t-
ting its namesake on Aug. 7, with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony featuring snake 
charmers, sword swallowers, juggling 
stilt walkers, and of course, beer.

“We are thrilled to have a physical 
space in the heart of Coney to brew, 
drink and share new beers, and toast 
to all of the fun and revelry that Co-
ney Island has to offer,” said Chris 
Adams, the brewery’s manager and 
master of ceremonies.

Superstorm Sandy wiped out the 
original Coney Island Brewery,  a tiny 
operation that may have been the 
world’s smallest brewery at 175 square 
feet . The original owner, San Francis-
co’s Schmaltz Brewing Company, sold 
the brand to craft-beer producer Al-
chemy, a Sam Adams subsidiary. Now 
Alchemy is bringing the brewery back 
— with a lot more space. 

The new facility is 1,500 square 
feet, or about one third the size of a 
basketball court, and is located on 
the ground fl oor of MCU Park on Surf 
Avenue, with an outdoor beer garden 
that will seat about 65 people. Custom-
ers will be able to take tours and tast-
ings every hour, and the brewery will 
also offer growler refi lls.

The company brews its beer in Clif-
ton Park, a facility that will continue 
to produce most of the product. Some 
of the company’s beer will be brewed 

in Coney Island — including all the 
beer offered to visitors — but Adams 
said the new location will function 
primarily as a research and develop-
ment facility. The company currently 
offers seven different varieties, but 
hopes at least to double that number 
by the end of 2016.

“We’re just going to let our brewer 
have a blast here,” Adams said. “We’ll 
be trying all sorts of recipes and in-
gredients. Hopefully what we create 
are new specialty beers that pay hom-
age to Coney’s past.”

OPEN FOR BUSINESS: Chris Adams, at left, the brewery’s manager and master of ceremo-
nies, cut the ribbon with head brewer Eric Hernandez, center. Photo by Jason Speakman

Brewery returns 
to Coney Island

THREE IN THE HAND: This juggling stilt 
walker amazed onlookers at the opening of 
the new Coney Island Brewery. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure designed 
to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities 
without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 

for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxifi cation. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients 
average loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches 
compared to the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3-9 INCHES IN TWO WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off  excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When:  Thursday, August 27 at 7:15 pm
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona removes inches, more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The 
Doctors.  I have to say, I didn’t believe it at fi rst either.”        

—  Dr. Drew Ordon - Lead Physician on the Hit T.V. Show “The Doctors” 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
It is time to hit the books.

A bevy of young Brook-
lynites got the chance to 
check out the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s  rede-
signed Bookmobile  when 
the roving library made a 
stop to bring books to the 
campers at the Brooklyn 

Cultural Adventures Pro-
gram in Prospect Heights 
last Thursday.

Seeing the Bookmobile on 
the block is a sight rivalled 
by few other thrills of child-
hood, according to the illus-
trator who helped re-deco-
rate the library on wheels.

“I think the Bookmobile 

arriving should be as excit-
ing as the neighborhood ice 
cream truck,” said illustra-
tor Adam J. Kurtz, optimis-
tically. “My collaboration 
for the BPL Bookmobile is 
bright and fun, with literary-
inspired art that I hope stirs 
the same innate excitement. 
You know there’s gonna be 

something good inside.”
Even to the adult book-

lover that might seem like 
a stretch (ice cream is ice 
cream), but at least one kid 
told a photographer for this 
paper that he had to receive 
a pinch or two to convince 
himself the mobile library 
was not a dream.

LIVING THE DREAM: (Above) Camper Arben Bajrami found a Dr. 
Suess book in Spanish in the Brooklyn Public Library’s Bookmobile. 
(Center) Front, Rafaella Golden, Joshua Webb, and back, Tristian 
Havens, Aliya Monrose, and Malachi Foster had a blast perusing the 
shelves. (Left) Campers browse titles inside the van. 
 Photos by Jason Speakman

In the good books!
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Presenting the freshest of 
the old school!

A free summer con-
cert series will take fans 
back to hip-hop’s infancy, 
with performances from 
genre pioneers Doug E. 
Fresh, Kurtis Blow, and 
Brooklyn’s own Special 
Ed. The Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Concert Series 
at Wingate Park will fea-
ture the three rappers 
on its final show of the 
season, on Aug. 17. Bor-
ough President Adams 
said he was honored to 
play host to the series.

“Wingate Park is the 
hot spot for cool enter-
tainment and free fun in 
Central Brooklyn,” said 
Borough President Ad-
ams. “These shows are 
emblematic of the com-
mitment to bringing our 
communities together in 
a celebration of the spirit 
that makes us one Brook-
lyn.”

One of the event’s or-
ganizers said Old School 
Night is a series tradi-
tion.

“We have been doing 
an old school night for 
many years and we are 
pleased to be presenting 
these acts this season 
free to the public,” said 
Debra Garcia, the execu-
tive producer of the con-
cert series.

The nostalgia night 
will give fans a chance to 
learn the Dougie from the 
master himself. Doug E. 
Fresh, aka The Original 
Human Beatbox, and his 
Get Fresh Crew ruled the 
airwaves in 1985, releas-
ing hits “ The Show ” and 
“ La Di Da Di .” Young peo-
ple today, however, might 

know Fresh more for his 
moves than his sounds. 
A 2010 song by Cali Swag 
District,  “Teach Me How 
to Dougie,”  again made 
popular the dance in-
spired by Fresh’s gyra-
tions, and his is sure to 
bust out the moves.

All three performers 
have left major marks on 
hip-hop. Kurtis Blow was 
the first rapper to score 
a record deal with a ma-
jor label, and his 1980 de-
but made waves thanks 
to the hit single, “ Christ-
mas Rappin’ .” Blow’s 
other hits included “ The 

Breaks ,” the first rap 
song to be certified gold, 
and  “Basketball,”  an ode 
to the sport that helped 
create the rap trend of 
referencing NBA stars. 
These days Blow, a li-
censed minister and 
founder of the Hip-Hop 
Church, teaches minis-
try at Nyack College.

Flatbush and Canar-
sie’s own Ed Archer, bet-
ter known as Special Ed, 
became a star at age 16, 
thanks to his aptly-named 
1989 album, “Youngest in 
Charge.” His rapid-fire 
rhyme delivery on collar-

popping tracks such as 
 “I Got It Made”  and  “I’m 
the Magnificent”  made 
him a star. Archer later 
joined the rap supergroup 
Crooklyn Dodgers, whose 
single  “Crooklyn,”  was 
featured in Spike Lee’s 
titular film.

Old School Night featur-
ing Doug E. Fresh, Kurtis 
Blow, and Special Ed at 
Wingate Park [Brooklyn 
Avenue between Winthrop 
and Rutland streets in 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
www.brooklynconcerts.
com] Aug. 17 at 7:30 pm. 
Free.

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
They’re here, they’re 
queer, and they’re coun-
try.

A country band with 
songs about romance be-
tween urban cowboys 
kicks off the 10th annual 
Brooklyn Country Mu-
sic Festival on Aug. 20. 
 The Paisley Fields , a fi ve-
piece country outfi t with 
an openly gay frontman, 
will perform on the open-
ing night of the four-day 
festival at the Bell House. 
A queer country group 
may sound like an oxy-
moron, but the group’s 
lead singer says they are 
in good company.

“There’s a really good 
community for queer and 
gay country musicians 
and singers,” said James 
Wilson, who lives in Car-
roll Gardens but grew up 
listening to Graham Par-
sons and Dolly Parton in 
his native Iowa. “We’ve 
encountered a bit of ho-
mophobia outside of New 
York, but for the most 
part everyone’s been re-
ally accepting.”

Those in the know say 
the Brooklyn country 
scene has always had a 
rainbow hue and a come-

as-you-are attitude.
“The neat thing about 

Brooklyn country is: if 
you’re country to you, 
you’re country to me,” 
said Alex Battles, founder 
of the Brooklyn Country 
Music Festival and head 
of the Whiskey Rebellion 
band. “There are no rules 
about what’s country in 
Brooklyn and that’s what 
makes it great.”

Wilson says he was 
thrilled to discover the 
borough’s thriving queer 
country scene, which cen-
ters on Prospect Heights 
honky-tonk Branded Sa-
loon, which hosts a regu-
lar event called “Queer 
Country Monthly.” An-
other Brooklyn extrav-
aganza, “The Gay Ole 
Opry,” organized by the 
band Karen and the Sor-
rows, also offers an an-
nual venue for gay and 
country cultures to min-
gle.

Wilson, who writes 
 songs about tortured love 
affairs with other men , 
says that the country 
genre lends itself to sto-
rytellers from all walks 
of life.

“I think country mu-

Hip-hop trailblazers hit the stage in Wingate Park

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2015 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

QUEER COUNTRY: James Wilson and Anna Volpe of the Paisley 
Fields will perform their country-western tunes about queer 
relationships at the Brooklyn Country Music Festival on Aug. 
20. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

CAN’T BEAT HIM: Hip-hop pioneer Doug E. Fresh, also known as the Human Beatbox, will play a free 
concert on Aug. 17.  Associated Press / Evan Agostini

Urban cowboys

Kickin’ it old school

Continued on page 7
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ing that “at 78, I’m still 
bouncing around like a ma-
niac.” But he is also battling 
severe health issues, includ-
ing rectal cancer, renal fail-
ure, diabetes and vertebrae 
damage. Dale says that he 
keeps touring  in order to 
pay for his medical bills. 

His wife Lana serves as 
his agent and manager as 
well as taking care of his 
health, despite having her 
own medical problems. 

“We’re a couple of 
sickies taking care of 
each other,” said Dale. 

“We’re inseparable.” 
Dale’s surf rock reached 

the peak of its popularity in 
the 1960s, after playing two 
songs for the fi lm “Beach 
Party,” and he made regu-
lar appearances on “The Ed 
Sullivan Show.” He has per-
formed steadily ever since 
then, working with Stevie 
Ray Vaughan in the parody 
movie “Back To The Beach,” 
and gaining  a whole new au-
dience after Quentin Taran-
tino used his song “Misir-
lou” as the opening music to 
the fi lm “Pulp Fiction.” 

Dale remembers Taran-
tino coming to a concert in 
Amsterdam and asking for 
permission to use the song. 

He recalls the director say-
ing: “I’ve been listening to 
your music since time be-
gan. I want to complement 
the masterpiece of your 
music playing and make a 
masterpiece of a movie.” 

Dale says that his phi-
losophy is to take things 
one day at a time.

“I don’t live for yester-
day,” he said. “I could be 
dead in 30 seconds, so why 
worry about tomorrow?”

Dick Dale at Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369, www.brook-
lynbowl.com]. Aug. 21 at 8 
pm. $25.

in crime, but also the per-
ception of the increase. 
Marine Park is still a safe 
neighborhood.”

Police recently made 
arrests connected to three 
robberies in the park, two 
involving threats with an 
air pistol. 

Cops are still search-
ing for three men, one 
armed with a gun, who al-
legedly robbed four teen-
agers hanging out in the 
park on the night of July 27. 
The trio allegedly made off 
with two iPhones, one debit 
card, and an unspecifi ed 
amount of cash. The Car-
mine Carro Community 
Center was vandalized on 
Aug. 2, with several letters 
stolen from the building’s 
sign.

One neighborhood resi-
dent said that the park is 
still safer than it used to be, 
but agreed that more police 
are necessary to keep it 
that way.

“The park is still safe, 
but a lax police presence 

could be a return to the bad 
old days,” said Brett Allen. 
“You haven’t seen many 
cops in the park the last 
few years.”

But not everyone in the 
area feels so confi dent. 
Many fear-gripped park 

patrons and neighborhood 
residents took their con-
cerns to Facebook over the 
last few weeks. Hundreds of 
posts appeared on  Golden’s 
Facebook page  and other 
pages related to Marine 
Park, as anxiety vented in 
the form of blame, target-
ing the 63rd Precinct, and 
Mayor DeBlasio’s halting 
of “stop-and-frisk” police 
tactics. 

Burglaries, grand lar-
cenies, and robberies are 
down this year in the 63rd 
Precinct, but shootings are 
up,  according to offi cial 
statistics . There were fi ve 
shooting incidents, with six 
victims, in the precinct at 
this point last year. There 
have been 11 incidents and 
12 victims so far this year. 
Golden said that robberies 
are up specifi cally in the 
park, but that he expects 
the numbers to return to 
the long-time average with 
the stepped up police pres-
ence.

“When you take a look 
at the numbers, I think we 
will see it leveling off and 
the statistics working in 
our favor,” Golden said.

Continued from page 1 
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sic is just about stories,” 
said Wilson. “And there 
are so many stories in New 
York and peoples’ lives in-
tertwine so often.”

Battles says he has 
watched the Brooklyn 
country scene bloom since 
he put down roots in Park 
Slope in 1995. The prolif-
eration of Texas-style bar-

beque joints and country-
western bars has helped 
the scene grow, putting 
country music on urban 
stages across the borough. 
The growth of Brooklyn 
country music, says Bat-
tles, also led to unconven-
tional twists on the genre, 
with pioneers like Wilson 
taking the reigns of a his-
torically macho culture 
and injecting some Brook-
lyn chutzpah.

“That sums up what 

Brooklyn country is,” said 
Battles. “If you’re gonna 
be courageous, this is the 
place to do it.”

The Paisley Fields at 
the Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510, www.
thebellhouseny.com.] Aug. 
20 at 6 pm. $15. Brooklyn 
Country Music Festival at 
the Bell House Aug. 20–23, 
$15–$20 per night, $50 four-
day pass.

COUNTRY
Continued from page 6

GOLDEN RULES: Law-and-
order state Sen. Marty Golden 
successfully pushed to increase 
police presence in Marine Park 
in response to concerns from 
constituents.
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BY HARRY MACCORMACK
This green space is getting 
some green.

The city will give Green-
point’s McGolrick Park a 
much-needed makeover af-
ter neighbors successfully 
lobbied local pols to allo-
cate more than $2 million 
to fi x the dilapidated play-
ground, and park-lovers 
say it was worth the fi ght.

“It needed the money, 
it needed the work,” said 
Greenpointer Marcy 
Boyle, who is a member 
of community group the 
McGolrick Park Neighbor-
hood Alliance, which has 
been fi ghting for years to 
get enough funding to re-
store the park. “Neighbor-
hoods have to take own-
ership of their parks and 
that’s what we’re doing 
here.”

Borough President Ad-
ams announced on July 
30 that he is earmarking 
$850,000 from this year’s 

parks cleanup budget to the 
green space, in addition to 
 $500,000 he assigned to the 
garden last year .

The alliance last year 
rallied residents in Coun-
cilman Stephen Levin’s 

(D–Greenpoint) district  to 
allocate $450,000 to the fi x-
up of part of its participa-
tory budgeting program  
— a scheme where locals 
vote on how to distribute 
tax dollars in their neigh-
borhoods — and Levin 
then assigned another 
$300,000 from his discre-
tionary funds to the park.

The Beep praised the 
community group’s per-
sistence in championing 
the rickety recreational 
area.

“This herculean ef-
fort was made possible be-
cause of the tenacious ad-
vocacy of the McGolrick 
Park Neighborhood Alli-
ance,” he said. 

Greenpointers have 
long complained about the 
shoddy state of the park, 
which is bounded by Dri-
ggs and Nassau avenues 
and Russel and Monitor 
streets. Vandals frequently 
target the garden —  in one 

2013 attack, a group of de-
linquents set fi re to the 
maintenance building  
— and residents say the 
park’s playground is par-
ticularly run-down, with 
peeling paint and danger-
ous cracked asphalt.

The parks department 
says it is still deciding ex-
actly how it will use the 
funds and does not have 
a start or completion date 
for the spruce-up, but its 
plans include replacing 
playground equipment, 
spray showers, and the 
landscaping surrounding 
the kids’ play area. It will 
share its early plans with 
the neighborhood later 
this year. 

And the McGolrick 
Park Neighborhood Alli-
ance isn’t done campaign-
ing to beautify the public 
garden — Boyle says the 
group will continue to look 
for other funding sources 
to add to the cleanup kitty.

The city fi rst opened the 
park in 1891 as Winthrop 
Park, named for Assem-
blyman Winthrop Jones, 
a Greenpoint native who 
helped secure the funds to 
purchase the site. In 1923, 
locals added a bronze me-
morial statue honoring 

neighborhood residents 
who fought in World War I. 
The city renamed the park 
in 1941 for Monsignor Ed-
ward J. McGolrick, who 
served as the pastor at 
Saint Cecilia church on 
nearby Herbert Street for 
50 years.

Crumbling Greenpoint park will get $2-million makeover

PARK WOES: Local mother Alice Pena is one of many park-goers 
upset about the shoddy state of McGolrick Park. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

OUCH: A broken — and poten-
tially dangerous — bench in Mc-
Goldrick Park. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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son” — also known as spring 
and summer — when large vol-
umes of newborn kittens fl ood 
the city streets, which he says 
is likely due to a combination 
of felines getting frisky in the 
springtime and more of their 
offspring surviving thanks to 
the warmer weather. 

He says well-meaning pass-
ersby pick up the superabundant 
strays and bring them to the shel-
ter, but it just doesn’t have the 
space and resources to care for 
so many mousers at once. Casey 
says he often has to turn away 
kitties at the door — though he 
is unable to do that when people 
dump the cats and fl ee.

“This time of year, I feel 
like we have lost control, and 
the problem is the dumps,” 
said Casey, who says his 
shelter fi nds new homes for 
around 2,000 animals a year. 
“When I come here in the 
morning and it’s in a box out-
side, I don’t have a choice, or 
when they open the door and 
throw it in and run away.”

The shelter is now looking 
for volunteers willing to tem-
porarily foster some of the 
furballs in their homes, a job 

that includes bottle-feeding 
and administering medica-
tion to the tiny kittens.

Animal-lovers who don’t 
have the time or space to look 
after a cat can also help by 
paying off some of the cats’ 
medical expenses. Casey said 
many of the kitties come in 
with ringworm or respiratory 
infections, and during kit-
ten season the shelter racks 
up quite a tab at nearby vets, 
including Pet Haven Animal 
Hospital on McDonald Ave-
nue and Alison Animal Hospi-
tal on Prospect Park West.

Casey is also calling on 

Brookynites to be more mind-
ful when picking up strays 
on the streets. He says rescu-
ers must take on some of the 
responsibility of caring for 
the animals themselves, in-
stead of immediately throw-
ing them at already packed-to-
the-gills rescue centers.

Sean Casey Animal Res-
cue [153 E. Third St. between 
Fort Hamilton Parkway and 
Caton Avenue in Windsor Ter-
race, (718) 436–5163, www.nya-
nimalrescue.org]. Volunteer to 
be a kitten foster at (718) 436–
5163 or volunteer@nyanimal-
rescue.org.

the New York State De-
partment of Environ-
mental Conservation.

Swimming by hu-
mans, of course, is not 
allowed in the perni-
cious waters, but for 
years canines have en-
joyed the lake as a place 
to cool their paws dur-
ing the  summer in the 
city .

The blue-green algae 
grows in warm, stag-
nant bodies of water 
and is  common in Pros-
pect Park Lake  during 
the summer months, 
but the volume of the 
toxin-causing blooms 
and the high levels of 
toxins are cause for 
alarm, according to the 
department’s report. 

Park Slope vet Chris-
topher Gaylord,  in a re-
cent interview with 
Brooklyn Bark , recom-
mended that pet-own-
ers keep their pooches 
out of the lake and all 
surrounding bodies of 
water, including the 
separate  body of wa-

ter Dog Beach, though 
a spokeswoman for the 
Prospect Park Alliance 
said the toxic blooms 
have not been identifi ed 
at the leash-free oasis, 
and the canine water-
ing hole is still open for 
business. Gaylord said 
that dogs are extra sen-
sitive to the toxins, and 
could die if they con-
sume the algae bloom, 
If dogs are exposed to 
the goop, their humans 
should don gloves and 
wash them thoroughly 
with soap and fresh wa-

ter and prevent them 
from licking their fur, 
he said. 

A spokeswoman for 
the Prospect Park Alli-
ance said the organiza-
tion is working with the 
department to monitor 
the waters on a weekly 
basis to check for any 
updates on water qual-
ity. 

In the meantime, 
the Alliance has posted 
warnings around the 
lake’s peninsula tell-
ing locals to keep their 
pooches high and dry.

Continued from page 1 
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CATS

SPLISH SPLASH: Dogs can still frolic in Dog Beach, which 
is mercifully free of the toxic algae blooms that are wide-
spread in Prospect Park Lake, though one vet still rec-
ommends playing it safe and steering clear of the canine 
watering hole. Photo by Jason Speakman

RAINING CATS: Spring and summer are kitten season, which means 
handfuls of kittens are being dumped at animal shelters with limited 
space and resources. Photo by Jason Speakman
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BY MAX JAEGER
Let’s go to the tape — oh 
wait, we can’t.

Cops say they are “un-
able to locate” the police se-
curity camera footage that 
showed them beating up a 
Sunset Park teen last year.

Police initially accused 
the 17-year-old of assault-
ing the offi cers, and though 
 the charges were eventually 
dropped , it was only after 
dragging the kid through 
court for 10 months. And 
now a Sunset Park activist 
plans to sue the police de-
partment for withholding 
the videotape that would 
have cleared the kid’s name 
quicker. 

“In this digital age, it’s ri-
diculous for them to say they 
cant fi nd video footage — 
how do they archive this?” 
said Dennis Flores, who re-
quested the footage through 
a Freedom of Information 
Law request after the de-
partment failed to provide 
the video when the teen’s 
lawyer subpoenaed it.

Police beat up and ar-
rested the teen during last 
year’s Puerto Rican Day Pa-
rade on Fifth Avenue, and 
the footage shot by several 
police cameras on Fifth Av-
enue should have caught the 
altercation and could have 
quickly ended the kid’s court 
ordeal, according to his at-
torney. But when the attor-
ney subpoenaed the foot-
age and Flores requested it 
through public information 
laws, the cops claimed to 
have misplaced the video for 
the specifi c time period they 
asked for.

The department was “un-
able to locate records respon-
sive to [the] request,” states 
the denial letter Flores re-
ceived.

Footage from police cam-
eras should be kept for at 
least 30 days,  according to 
department guidelines . And 
Flores made his request on 
July 7 last year — 29 days 
after the June 8 incident, a 
copy of his request shows.

Department represen-
tatives did not respond to 
questions about the depart-
ment’s video retention pol-
icy or why it couldn’t fi nd 
the footage.

In March, this paper 
made a Freedom of Informa-
tion Law request for the po-
lice department’s internal 
communications regarding 
Flores’s request, but the de-
partment has yet to fulfi ll 
the request.

The Sunset Park teen’s 
case isn’t the only one sty-
mied by poor evidence-shar-
ing, according to a represen-
tative from the borough’s 
largest public defender.

“We routinely have a dif-
fi cult time getting them to 
turn over tapes,” said Linda 
Hoff, director of training 
for Brooklyn Defenders Ser-
vice.

Police and prosecutors 
don’t have to share infor-
mation — including footage 
captured by police cameras 
— with the defense until af-
ter a jury is sworn in, but 
many cases don’t make it to 
trial, Hoff said. Meanwhile, 
defendants languish in jail 
while evidence that could 
exonerate them sits in police 
headquarters and on prose-
cutors’ desks, she said.

“Someone might be sit-
ting in jail for a year or 
more,” Hoff said. “Those re-
cordings should be turned 
over at arraignments.”

Prosecutors, however, 
don’t appear to face the same 
hurdles in obtaining police 
footage, the according to the 
borough’s top legal eagle.

“We haven’t run into 
any diffi culties that I know 
about it,” said District Attor-
ney Ken Thompson. “Each 
case stands on its own, but 
no one has brought that 
to my attention. We work 
closely with [police], and we 
get the footage if it’s there. 
It may take some time — we 
may not be able to get it right 
away — but I haven’t heard 
of any problems we’ve had 
in that regard.”

Flores and Hoff both said 
that public access to police 
footage is particularly im-
portant as the city embraces 
a proposal to outfi t offi cers 
with body cameras, and one 
Brooklyn pol has made it 
clear he agrees.

State Sen. Daniel Squad-
ron (D–Brooklyn Heights) 
 announced a bill last week 
to ensure that police body-
camera footage is subject 
to Freedom of Information 
Law requests .

“Body cameras have 
broad support, and the po-
tential to protect everyone 
involved. But, they only 
work if the information in-
creases transparency and 
safeguards privacy,” Squad-
ron said.

But the current 30-day 
retention period for police 
video is way too short. Fol-
lowing a body-camera pilot 
program, the inspector gen-
eral overseeing the police 
department said that even 
a one-year retention policy 
was too short, instead rec-
ommending police keep 
video for at least 18 months. 
That would coincide with 
statutes of limitations for 
civilian and internal inves-
tigations into police mis-
conduct,  according to the in-
spector general’s report . 

For his part, Flores 
hopes his lawsuit will result 
in a change in departmental 
policy to be more forthcom-
ing with civilian requests 
for police video.

“I’m defi nitely not seek-
ing any money,” Flores said. 
“I am trying to get some sort 
of reform.”

Sunset Park activist will sue NYPD 

FOILED: Sunset Park activist 
Dennis Flores plans to sue the 
NYPD for refusing to provide 
crucial camera footage in a 
police-brutality case, claiming 
in its response to his Freedom 
of Information Law request 
that it was “unable to locate” 
the video for the time of the 
incident. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 
400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 
neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-
tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 
operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 
the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 
saving thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 
works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to 
notice an unexpected result of space travel: 
Astronauts that left with back pain would come 
back without it. After investigated this now 
phenomenon here’s what they found: During 
the anti-gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you 
travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All 
the pressure is taken off your spine and discs. 
Even better — and this is the key — a negative 
pressure is created. This negative pressure 
actually sucks the herniated material back into 
the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have 
a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has doc-
umented success with are back pain, sciatica, 
herniated and/or bulging discs (single or multi-
ple), degenerative disc disease, facet syndromes 
and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 
an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 
Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM


