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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A big change is in-store for 
Fulton Mall.

Macy’s has inked a deal to 
sell part of its storied Down-
town department store and the 
neighboring block that houses 
its parking garage to a devel-
oper — which plans to add sev-
eral new stories to the iconic 
Fulton Street emporium and 
could build a new high-rise in 
the lot next door. 

The retailer says it will 
move its entire operation into 
the fi rst four of the building’s 
nine fl oors, and sell fl oors fi ve 
and up to Manhattan develop-
ment fi rm Tishman Speyer. 

Tishman Speyer — which 
also owns and runs Rocke-
feller Center — plans to turn  
those fl oors into high-end of-
fi ce space, and build another 
fi ve fl oors of offi ces on top of 
the building, according to a 
release.

The real-estate company 
will shell out $170 million for 
its stake in the building, plus 
another $100 so Macy’s can 
renovate its entire retail op-
eration, which the retail giant 
says is looking increasingly 
shabby.

“In recent years, it has 
become clear that our Ful-
ton Street store requires ma-
jor improvements in order to 
serve the Brooklyn of today, 
as well as future generations 
of customers,” said Terry Lun-
dgren, the company’s chief ex-
ecutive offi cer and chairman. 

The department store says 
its plans include a face-lift for 
its street entrance, a make-
over for the restrooms, and 

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
It was an ornamental block.

The city’s landmarks com-
mission rejected a develop-
er’s plan to affi x a fi ve-story 
condo building to Park Slope’s 
historic Pavilion Theater be-
cause offi cials said the new 
structure is too conspicuous, 
while its cornice — the deco-
rative railing around the top 
of the roof — was not fl ashy 
enough.

“It needs to have a cornice 
that really says something,” 
said commissioner Michael 
Devonshire, whose concerns 
were shared by many of the 
Park Slopers and preserva-
tionists who railed against the 
design at a public hearing on 
Tuesday. 

Owner Hidrock Realty 
wants to totally renovate the 
theater — which currently 
houses a seven-screen cinema 
— erect a fi ve-story structure 
next door, and fi t out the two 
lots with 24 condominiums, a 
smaller four-screen cinema, 
retail stores on the ground 
fl oor, and a glass penthouse on 
the roof. 

But the building, at the cor-
ner of Prospect Park West and 
14th Street, is part of the Pros-
pect Park historic district, 

City nixes
Slope theater   

conversion
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Wilton and Razzie Alexander and Akira Collins were thrilled to play in the bounce houses at the Wash 
Ave. Rocks! street fair in Prospect Heights. For more, see page 5. Photo by Jason Speakman
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By Allegra Hobbs

Come here to get a clue.
An interactive puzzle game puts 

amateur sleuths to the test by lock-
ing them in a clue-filled room and making 
them race against the clock to solve their 
way out. The Real Escape Room, which 
opened recently in Williamsburg, combines 
the thrill of immersive theater with action-
packed puzzle-solving to create a new form 
of entertainment for active Brooklynites. A 
manager of the mysterious spot says that a 
world-spanning culture of puzzle fanatics 
is behind the immersive gaming genre.

“It was a cultural zeitgeist that pushes 
us towards being excited about these types 
of interactive and immersive activities as 
part of adult entertainment,” said Albert 
Kong. “These are things that people can 
do after work to socialize and hang out 

that are not necessarily the same old club 
or bar scene.”

Brooklyn puzzlers, in groups of up to 
10 people, can choose between two cham-
bers for their locked-door adventure — a 
“mystery room” modeled after a creepy, 
unkempt apartment that only unlocks 
when the last mysterious code has been 
cracked, and a “time travel lab” where 
players must solve a series of stumpers 
in order to activate a time machine. The 
penalty for failure — having your picture 
taken with an ignominious sign. 

Kong and his cohorts in Japan launched 
the first Real Escape Room in 2007, mod-
eling it on puzzle-based ’90s video games 
like Myst. But they upped the ante of the 
games by physically immersing players 
in the setting for a 60-minute sleuthing 
challenge.

“There’s an element of taking the 
magic of what happens in the video game 
and figuring out how to make it a real 
life experience,” said Kong, who planted 
the first stateside escape room in San 
Francisco in 2011 before opening the 
Brooklyn location earlier this summer.

Kong says puzzle games have already 
blown up overseas and are gaining popular-
ity in the United States, driven by the same 
theater culture that draws adventure-seek-
ers to interactive shows like the Macbeth-
esque mega-hit “Sleep No More.”

“I think theater makers are looking to 
make a way the audience can step into 
a more interactive part of what they’re 
seeing,” said Kong. “And for us on the 
escape games, we’re looking for a way to 
make a more theatrical experience out of 
physical activity.” 

Since the Real Escape Room in 
Brooklyn started locking gangs of mys-
tery-solvers in its clue-riddled lair, only 
seven out of the 46 teams have success-
fully used their puzzle-solving prowess to 
unlock the doors in time. But Kong says 
half the fun for adventurers is seeing how 
far they can get before they tap out — and 
putting themselves in a tough spot with 
no easy way out.

“We want to make it a challenging 
experience,” he said. “Because what you’re 
paying for is the opportunity to prove 
yourself throughout the experience.”

Real Escape Room Brooklyn (382 Union 
Ave. between Ainslie and Powers streets in 
Williamsburg, www.realescapegame.com/
newyork). Fridays at 6:30 and 8:30 pm. 
Saturdays and Sundays at 1 pm, 3 pm, and 
5 pm. $33 ($29 in advance). 

Real Escape Room challenges players to puzzle their way out

So close and yet so far: Reporter Allegra Hobbs 
(far left) and a group of amateur sleuths came 
close to escaping the room, but lost the race 
against the clock. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Stuck in the riddle

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
It was a sandcastle to the sky.

The sandy beaches of Co-
ney Island looked more like an 
art gallery on Aug. 15 during 
the 25th annual Sand Sculp-
ture Contest, with about 100 
participants expressing their 
creativity through the sim-
plest and most natural of medi-
ums: sand and water. “Harry 
Potter’s Castle,” an eight- or 
nine-foot tall castle, took the 
top spot in the adults category. 
The two men behind the struc-
ture have won the contest 
three out of the last four years, 
including a year ago, and they 
attribute their success to their 
opponents’ fear of heights.

“We go for extreme height,” 
said Joseph Sloboda, who built 
the structure with his cousin, 
Frank Russo. “That’s our wow 
factor. We like to challenge 
ourselves, but some of the 
other entrants, they’re afraid 
to build big.”

Sloboda said that building 
tall castles isn’t just a chal-
lenge for the cousins — it’s a 
necessity because of their lack 
of sculpting ability.

“For whatever reason, we 
can’t sculpt,” Sloboda said. 
“But we can achieve height.”

Their experience as profes-
sional contractors helps them 
fi gure out how to keep their 
structures standing, but it 
has also helped them develop 
tools and equipment that aid 
in the building process. Russo 
and Sloboda have taken token 
tools from the hardware store 
and modifi ed them for use in 
sandcastle construction.

“We’ve built tools out of 
electric conduit,” said Slo-
boda. “We’ve put nails on the 
end of wooden boards that we 
use for detailing and etching.”

Sloboda and Russo have 
been building sandcastles 
for more than 20 years, im-
proving their skills through-
out many family trips to the 
beach. They’ve taught their 

kids some tricks of the trade, 
but their favorite part of the 
activity is that it makes them 
feel young, too.

“It’s about our friendship 
as cousins,” Sloboda said. “It 
takes us back to when we were 
kids.”

Masters craft their works of art on Coney Island beach

SAND ART: (Top) Gilbert Ortega 
went the patriotic route with his 
Mount Rushmore of sand at the an-
nual Sand Sculpting Contest. (Left) 
Frank Russo and Joseph Sloboda 
went for height with their towering 
Harry Potter castle entry, and won 
fi rst place in the adult category. 
(Above) Katherine Cooksey, Miss 
New York World, was on hand as 
one of the judges.  
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

SLEIGHT OF SAND
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
It is moving to greener pas-
tures — literally. 

Outdoor food emporium 
Smorgasburg is ditching its 
Brooklyn Bridge Park location 
and will relocate to Prospect 
Park at the end of the month 
— a move organizers say will 
be bittersweet. 

“We’re sad to leave Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, but it’s hard 
to complain when our new 
home is literally Brooklyn’s 
backyard,” said Eric Demby, 
co-founder of the Brooklyn 
Flea and its off-shoot.

Demby says the market has 
to skedaddle from its current 
locale in a concrete lot near 
Pier 5 because the privately-
run park wants to turn the site 
into green space. 

From Aug. 30, the outdoor 
eatery will pitch its tents on 
 Prospect Park’s Breeze Hill  — 
which is off Well House Drive 
near the Lincoln Road en-
trance to the park in Prospect-
Lefferts Gardens.

This is the second time 
renovations in the park have 
forced the market to scram — 
it  fi rst opened  inside the shell 
of the Tobacco Warehouse in 

Dumbo next to the Brooklyn 
Bridge in 2012, but moved to 
Brooklyn Heights the follow-
ing year when theater outfi t 
Saint Ann’s Warehouse  be-
gan transforming the historic 
building into a performance 
venue . 

Demby said he is bummed 
to be leaving the waterfront 
nabes, but is excited to bring 
the market to a new crowd 
from park-adjacent neighbor-
hoods like Ditmas Park and 
Windsor Terrace who may 
never have had the chance to 

sample  Indian-Mexican fu-
sion tacos or deep-fried cheese 
curds before .

“Now all these other people 
who don’t really go to Smorgas-
burg are going to start coming 
there, so it kind of breathes 
this new life into it,” he said. 
“That’s going to be the most 
exciting part about it.”

Smorgasburg at Prospect 
Park (Well House Drive near 
East Drive in Prospect Park, 
www.smorgasburg.com). Sun-
days from Aug. 30–Oct. 11 at 
11 am–6 pm.

BY MAX JAEGER
It is off by a mile.

A developer’s plan to build 
luxury apartments on top of 
the Brooklyn Heights library 
but construct the develop-
ment’s below-market-rate 
housing on a separate site 
in Clinton Hill will unfairly 
segregate the rich from the 
poor, say local residents.

“The proposal calls for 
building apartments for the 
poor in a poor neighborhood 
a mile away from Brooklyn 
Heights,” said Cobble Hill 
resident Donald Fleck, one of 
several residents who spoke 
against the divided housing 
during a public hearing on 
the plans for the library de-
velopment at Borough Hall 
on Tuesday. “This proposal 
perpetuates the two-cities 
model by keeping the poor 
with the poor and the affl u-
ent with the affl uent.”

Developer Hudson Compa-
nies is seeking the city’s okay 
to buy the book repository on 
Cadman Plaza West at Til-
lary Street for $52 million 
and build a 36-story residen-
tial skyscraper on top, with a 
new library at the bottom.

The company is promis-
ing to include below-market-
rate housing as part of its 
pitch, but the city doesn’t re-
quire developers to actually 
build so-called affordable 
housing in the same prop-
erty as its market-rate units 
— just the same community 
board — so Hudson is instead 
proposing to construct the 
cheaper units across two new 
nine-story buildings at 1041 
Fulton St. and 911 Atlantic 
Ave. in Clinton Hill.

The developer says it is 
not trying to keep lower-in-
come residents out of its tony 

Heights tower — but it claims 
it can offer more below-mar-
ket apartments if it puts 
them on a separate site than 
it could by building them in 
the library high-rise. 

If it kept them in one 
spot, the less-expensive pads 
would compete with the mar-
ket-rate ones for space in the 
tower, and the project would 
not be fi nancially feasible, 
said David Kramer, principal 
at developer Hudson Compa-
nies.

Kramer says the company 
chose sites in less-affl uent 
Clinton Hill for the below-
market buildings because 
they were the right price at 
the right time.

“We found two sites, and 
it was very hard to fi nd any 
sites, because it’s a diffi cult 
market out there,” he said.

But one detractor claimed 
Hudson could still turn a 
profi t with below-market-
rate housing on-site, pointing 
to Manhattan’s Donnall Li-
brary,  which another devel-
oper bought for $59 million 
in 2007  and is now asking  $60 
million for the top two fl oors 
alone . 

“They’re selling the pent-
house for more than they paid 
for the site,” Paula Glatzer 
said of the Manhattan devel-
opment.

Hudson plans to build 
139 units of housing on the 
library site and says it will 
build another 114 units in 
the Clinton Hill buildings — 
two-thirds of which will go 
to people earning at or below 
the city’s median income — 
which the state says is $60,000 
for a single person to $86,000 
for a family of four. The re-
mainder of the apartments 

Smorgasburg leaving Brooklyn’s front yard

SUNDAY FUNDAY: Foodies fl ocked to Smorgasburg’s penultimate Dumbo 
event last Sunday. Photo by Jason Speakman

JUST EAT IT: Andrew Lee and Connie Jung from California chow down on some ramen burgers at the fi nal 
Smorgasburg in Brooklyn Bridge Park on Aug. 16.  Photo by Jason Speakman

IT’S TAKE OUT!

Residents: Library 
housing plan will 

separate rich, poor

ONE FOR THE BOOKS: Hundreds of people showed up to the Beep’s 
hearing on a proposal to sell the Brooklyn Heights library and replace 
it with a skyscraper. Photo by Jason Speakman

Continued on page 11
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 Lutheran
A New Level of Care for  
Brooklyn’s Children:

Lutheran Now  
Welcomes
NYU Langone  
Medical Center  
Pediatric Specialists.

Lutheran now offers:

• Cardiology
• Endocrinology
• Gastroenterology

• Nephrology
• Pulmonology
• Rehabilitation Medicine

www.LutheranHealthCare.org     
To find a physician call 718-630-RxRx (7979)

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Their prayers were washed away.

Gowanus residents attempted to ap-
pease the gods of the neighborhood’s 
fetid canal with a solemn procession 
honoring the patron saint of fl ooding 
on Sunday afternoon — but the heav-
ens answered back by hitting the pa-
rade with an impromptu storm, and 
organizers say they were seriously 
spooked.

“It was a crazy, crazy thing,” said 
Joanna Ebenstein, creative director 
of Third Avenue oddity repository 
the Morbid Anatomy Museum, which 
staged the event. “I think all of us 
feel something really mysterious hap-
pened.”

Organizers planned to carry a pa-
per mache effi gy of Saint Florian, the 
patron saint of fi refi ghters and fl ood-
ing, from the museum at Seventh 
Street and Third Avenue to the Royal 
Palms Shuffl eboard Club on Union 
Street. 

But as the procession hit the pave-
ment, the skies opened up and the canal 
overfl owed into the streets, fl ooding 
the museum’s basement and soaking 
the shuffl eboard club’s courts. 

Damp but not deterred, the parad-
ers waited out the downpour, then 
continued on with their march down 
Third Avenue to the shuffl eboard club, 

where they enjoyed canal-themed 
cocktails along with talks, fi lms, and 
music inspired by the country’s most 
polluted waterway.

The mastermind behind the pro-
cession gave a presentation on the fi c-
tional origins of the ceremony, which 
he says he wove together from the sto-
ries of Saint Florian and angry Roman 
sea god Poseidon. He said he hopes the 
practice took a load off neighbors of 
the canal who live in fear of its wrath.

“We’re creating rituals to exorcise 
the anxieties caused by the potential-
ity of the Gowanus Canal fl ooding,” 
said James Bell, a friend of the mu-
seum who presented the genesis tale 
under the pseudonym E.P. Bell.

Other presenters included forensic 
pathologist Jay Stahl-Herz, who dis-
cussed the diffi culties of doing post-
mortems on bodies found in water, and 
comedian and musician Jessica Delf-
ino, who performed a piece entitled 
“Ghosts of Oysters Past.”

Sunday’s march started out with 
its tongue planted fi rmly in its cheek, 
but Ebenstein says that the seemingly 
supernatural turn of events made the 
jokesters think twice about mocking 
the spirits again.

“In some strange way, it made a 
bunch of really bookish, logical, cyni-
cal people say ‘huh,’ ” she said.

Used to bringing rain, downpour follows 
dry spell plea to patron saint of fl ooding 

Prayers unanswered

SHUFFLEBOARD SAINT: Marchers carried a papier mâché effi gy of Saint Florian, the patron 
saint of fl ooding, through torrents of rain from the Morbid Anatomy Museum to the Royal 
Palms Shuffl eboard Club, which were both fl ooded by the downpour. Morbid Anatomy Museum
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
 They have seen the rain comin’ 
down on a sunny day. 

Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights almost 
turned into  thunder road  on 
Sunday, when an unexpected 
summer storm hit the Wash 
Ave. Rocks! street fair, but rev-
elers and stall-holders didn’t 
let the downpour dampen 
their spirits, and it ended up 
being a  beautiful day , organiz-
ers said.

“It was a long day but it was 

all worth it,” said Dale Charles 
of housing organization the 
Pratt Area Community Coun-
cil, which worked with the 
Washington Avenue-Prospect 
Heights Association to put 
together the event, which is 
now in its sixth year. “Every-
one stuck together and made it 
work out.”

The skies opened up in the 
early afternoon, sending ven-
dors’ tents and bounce houses 
 blowin’ in the wind , and 
drenching the disc jockey’s 

equipment, which put a tem-
porary damper on the outdoor 
festivities that stretched from 
Prospect Place to St. Mark’s 
Avenue, said Charles. 

But the community rallied 
to revive the soggy celebra-
tion, and carried on with the 
fashion show and pooch pa-
rade in the aftermath, he said.

“Everything that was sal-
vageable came back together, 
and people were still out enjoy-
ing themselves,” said Charles.

STREET EATS: (Above) Sarah and Joseph Tecle enjoyed some grilled 
corn at the Wash Ave. Rocks! street fair. (Center) Capoiera buffs put on 
some martial moves for the Washington Avenue crowd. (Left) Ifetayo Cul-
tural Arts Academy dancers performed for fair-goers on Sunday. 
 Photos by Jason Speakman

Street fair no wash-out!

September 12, 2015
Prospect Park, Brooklyn

To Register for T.E.A.L. Walk/Run

Continued on page 18
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
These kids are board crazy!

Chess enthusiasts of all ages made 
moves at the Brooklyn Chess Festival 
on Saturday, fi lling Dr. Ronald McNair 
Park on the corner of Prospect Park 
with rows of boards as strategy-build-
ers locked horns in friendly competi-
tion. 

One attendee says the festival was 
an uplifting reminder of what makes 
the game so special.

“It’s been a wonderful thing,” said 
Dawn Babbush, whose 8-year-old son 
Zane is on the chess team at the Acad-
emy of Arts and Letters in Fort Greene. 
“It’s a wonderful opportunity for self-
esteem, and it’s so scholarly and com-
munity-building.”

Babbush says Zane took the park 
by storm, taking fi rst place in the festi-
val’s “blitz” tournament, which turns 
up the heat by making players race 
against the clock on each turn.

“It’s really exciting and a more ag-
gressive kind of thing,” said Babbush. 
“Every time they make a move they 
have to slap the clock.”

The festival also offered a school-
based tournament for kids in grades 
one through eight, a learn-to-play clinic 
for newbies, and an opportunity to play 
Georgian international grandmaster 
Giorgi Kacheishvili, who Babbush says 
left her whiz-kid star-struck.

“These are their rock stars for 
sure,” she said of Kacheishvili and 
other renowned masters of the game 
who attended the fest. 

Babbush is passionate about the 
growing chess program at Zane’s 
school, which took the students to the 
National Elementary Chess Tourna-
ment in May, where the team came 
in ninth place and Zane individually 
placed ninth. 

The team’s instructor Stephanie 
Ballom and parents have been work-
ing to recruit new members and in-
crease diversity in the intellectual 
sport they think is important for kids’ 
development, Babbush said, but there 
were not enough girls at the boards at 
Saturday’s festival, and she wants to 
change that.

“We want it to be diverse, not just 
ethnically and racially, but in gender,” 
she said.

Chess fans face off in Prospect Heights 

GAME ON: Alex Schaffzin of Prospect Lef-
ferts Garden came to the park to give the 
board his best shot on Saturday. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman 

CHESS MATES: Zane Babbush and Alton Calliste, buddies from the chess program at the 
Academy of Arts and Letters in Fort Greene, took on the competition at the Brooklyn Chess 
Festival on Aug. 15. Photo by Jason Speakman 

ROOK STARS!

SPECIAL LOW RATE!

R A T E S  A S  L O W  A S

%5.95 APR*

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org

Use promo code: BKC

 

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher 

based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll 

deduction as method of repayment. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will 

increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment 

through payroll deduction or direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 

monthly payments of $19.31 on each $1,000 borrowed at 5.95% APR. Rates 

and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. 

Membership is required.

To meet your important or  
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Bill consolidation or family expenses

New appliances, furniture or household goods

Tuition or other education expenses

MCU  
Personal Loans –   
a simple solution.
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SNAP recipients get a $2 coupon for fruits and vegetables with every $5 spent with their EBT at NYC farmers’ markets

Made possible with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

facebook.com/bedstuyrestoration twitter.com/BSRCrestorationplaza.org/health

SUPPORT LOCAL 
FARMERS AT THE

FARMERS’ MARKET
Text “SOGOOD” to 877877 

or call 311 to find your 

neighborhood farmers’ market

BY MAX JAEGER
This civic group meets 24–7.

A Sunset Park Facebook 
group that started as a lark 
has become the neighbor-
hood’s de facto civic organiza-
tion — and it just registered 
its 6,000th member. 

Members of Sunset Parker 
use the site to apprise one an-
other of neighborhood events, 
point out quality-of-life issues, 
and plan a sustainable future 
for the gentrifying neighbor-
hood. 

And with so many friends, 
the page’s creator isn’t afraid 
to make a few enemies — he 
and contributors have taken 
on practically every politi-
cian in the neighborhood, be-
cause there is no other civic 
organization in the area ca-
pable of doing so, the founder 
claimed.

“I see myself almost as a po-
litical satirist — they’ve cho-
sen this fi eld, and they have to 
take the heat that comes with 
it,” said Tony Giordano, a re-
tired educator and admitted 
gadfl y. “Sunset Park has been 
without a general civic orga-

nization for 20 years. We have 
a landmarks group, Sprig — 
that’s more about parks — and 
a community board that’s just 
nuts and senile, and a precinct 
council co-opted by the po-
lice.”

Some of the group’s ac-
complishments include  push-
ing city and state offi cials to 
open the Bush Terminal Park 
after lengthy delays ,  point-
ing out a polluting bus depot 
that was making kids sick at a 
nearby school , training locals 
to take public service exams, 
and  alerting the city that the 
now-sold 68th Precinct Station 
House  was  crumbling under 
previous owners .  

The page has created a 
much-needed community hub 
for the nabe, said one mem-
ber.

“It’s brought people to-
gether — different cultures, 
nationalities, religions — to 
bring attention to a neighbor-
hood that has been long un-
der-served,” said Tom Lyons, 
a Staten Island resident who 
grew up in Sunset Park.

But Giordano didn’t start 

the page with a civic bent in 
mind. He said he fi rst created 
the page when he was stuck 
inside on a winter’s day last 
January and, on a whim, de-
cided to share a handful of old 
photos from the neighborhood 
with friends. At the time, he 
wasn’t sure how long he would 
stick around Sunset Park, he 

said.
“When I posted those pic-

tures, I had one foot out of the 
community,” he said. “I really 
wanted to transition to Penn-
sylvania.”

Now the site has evolved into 
a clearing house for informa-
tion that can provide folks with 
frequent updates and deeper 

analysis, Giordano said.
“We’re sort of a 1010 WINS 

meets the Courier kind of 
thing,” he said.

And Giordano doesn’t do 
it alone. He has an army of 
23 other administrators who 
help maintain the page and 
connect its members with ser-
vices. 

Lyons is an administrator, 
and he plans to use the group 
to spread the word about a se-
ries of Nar-Anon meetings he 
wants to hold for Sunset Park-
ers who have been affected by 
friends’ or family members’ 
drug use, he said.

Another administrator 
uses the page to promote 
workshops on preventing 
sexual assault, and said ac-
cess to the huge community 
has made it easy to recruit 
attendees for her events. 

“It changed my life,” said 
Nathali Zamora. “Sex assault 
prevention is something I’m 
very passionate about, and I 
was wondering what I could 
do to get out into the commu-
nity, and Tony let it fall in my 
lap.”

Sunset Park Facebook group nets 6,000 members, becomes de facto civic group

IN THE FLESH: Sunset Park Business Improvement Director Renee Gior-
dano bestows certifi cates of appreciation to a handful of administrators 
who keep the Sunset Parker Facebook group running day-to-day. Gior-
dano is the wife of Sunset Parker founder Tony Giordano. 
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe

With a little help from their ‘Friends’
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Booze hound
A greedy goon broke into a wom-

an’s Second Street apartment and 
swiped her bottles of booze and an 
enviable booty of jewelry and tech-
nology on Aug. 6.

The boozer damaged the front 
door of the apartment between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues when he barreled 
in sometime between 9 am and 8 pm 
and took a MacBook, an antique 
locket, a sapphire ring, and bottles 
of vodka and tequila, according to a 
police report. 

Slithering sneak
A scummy scamp slipped 

through the open window of man’s 
Sterling Place apartment and 
snatched his MacBook on Aug. 6.

The guy got back to his apart-
ment between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues at around 6:30 pm to fi nd 
someone had fi lched his laptop off of 
the living room table, then dragged 
the table across the fl oor and to-
wards the open window, cops say. 

The hapless victim told cops he 
left his window open because it had 
bars on it, but the devilish laptop-
grabber may have slithered his way 
in somehow because there was no 
signs of forced entry, according to a 
police report.

Clothes off
Some fashion-crazed fi end 

smashed in a woman’s car window 
on Butler Street sometime between 
Aug. 1 and 3 and ran off with piles 
of clothes.

The woman told cops she left 
her car parked between Third and 
Fourth avenues at around 3 pm on 
Aug. 1, but when she returned at 9 
pm on Aug. 3, the passenger-side 
rear window was smashed in, and 
the glass-basher took all the clothes 
she had left in the car, according to 
a police report. The stolen clothes 
include slacks, sweaters, shirts, 
skirts, and some red and green sol-
dier Christmas outfi ts, cops say. 

Bike grab
A punk stole a pricey bike from a 

guy’s car that was parked on Presi-
dent Street overnight between Aug. 
3 and 4.

The slighted biker told cops he 
left his car, with a black road bike 
estimated at $8,000 in the trunk, be-
tween Seventh and Eighth avenues 
at around 9 pm on Aug. 3, only to 
fi nd the treasured speedster miss-
ing when he returned at 6 am the 
following day, according to a police 
report. There was no broken glass at 
the scene, and the victim is unsure 
if the car was unlocked, cops say.

— Allegra Hobbs

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Bad high-dea
Police found drugs and lock-pick-

ing tools on a guy they arrested for 
riding a stolen Citi Bike the wrong 
way on Warren Street on Aug. 11. 

Cops stopped the 50-year-old man 
after they saw him riding against 
traffi c between Bond and Nevins 
streets in Boerum Hill at 1:40 am. A 
representative from Citi Bike con-
fi rmed the bike was stolen and said 
it was last seen in Manhattan, po-
lice said. 

Offi cers arrested the guy and 
found he had a small amount of a 
controlled substance and the tools 
on him, offi cials said.

Play knife
Cops arrested a goon who they 

say slashed a guy in the neck after 
during an argument on Court Street 
on Aug. 14. 

They two got into it near Lor-
raine Streets in Red Hook at 3 am, 
and the dispute went south when 
the blade-happy brute allegedly 
took a knife from his car trunk and 
cut his nemesis on the back of the 
neck, police said. 

Cops caught up with the sus-
pected stabber 40 minutes later at 
the corner of Columbia and Luquer 
streets, offi cials said.

Chain yanker
A prankster yanked so hard on 

the security alarm at a Smith Street 
pharmacy on Aug. 16 that he broke 
it. 

He was leaving the store be-
tween Baltic and Warren streets in 
Boerum Hill at 8 pm when he pulled 
the alarm and fl ed to the subway 
station entrance on Warren Street, 
police said. The damage was equal 
to $500, police said.

Zitty popper
A lout with bad skin popped a 

guy in the face and took his phone 
and wallet on W. Ninth Street on 
Aug. 13. 

The victim was between Henry 
Street and Hamilton Avenue at 6:30 
am when a brigand with a “blotchy 
complexion” punched him twice, 
took an iPhone and wallet, and 
bolted, police said. 

The mugger stands 6-foot-2, 
weighs about 200 pounds, and was 
last seen wearing a black baseball 

cap, offi cials said.

Head under heels
A high-heeled harpy and two side 

goons jumped two people on Henry 
Street on Aug. 7. 

The victim near Atlantic Ave-
nue in Cobble Hill at 1:20 am when 
the heel asked her for directions, 
but when the victim said she didn’t 
know, the harpy knocked her to the 
ground, police said. A guy tried to 
help the victim, but two other peo-
ple attacked him, according to a po-
lice report. 

Cops say the attack might have 
been gang-related. The man walked 
away with a hurt shoulder and the 
woman was left with injuries on 
her head and shoulder — both were 
taken to Brooklyn Hospital, police 
said. The victims didn’t see much of 
their attackers — they only describe 
the leader of the three as a woman 
in her mid 20s with brown hair and 
black high heels, offi cials said.

— Max Jaeger

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Cops and robbers
Police arrested a dim-witted 

goon who they say tried to pass him-
self off as a cop returning a smart-
phone he stole on Montague Street 
on Aug. 14.

The victim told police that she 
was leaving her job near the cor-
ner of Montague and Court streets 
when a man approached her, trying 
to talk to her several times before 
snatching her smartphone. The sus-
pect then tried to strike the victim, 
but was stopped when a bystander 
yelled at him, causing him to fl ee 
with the phone, cops say.  

The victim went to police, and 
called her own phone, and the al-
leged crook answered, saying he 
was a police offi cer who rescued the 
phone from the thief, but when the 
victim arrived with the real police 
in tow, she immediately recognized 
the goon and offi cers promptly ar-
rested him, according to the police 
report.  

Familial theft
Two louts robbed a man outside 

a Smith Street convenience store on 
Aug. 15, and fl ed in a getaway car 
driven by the victim’s cousin, cops 
say.

The victim told police that as he 

was exiting the store near Warren 
Street around 10 pm, two men ap-
proached him, one with something 
that looked like a gun under his 
clothes. 

The victim surrendered his 
phone to the miscreants, only to see 
the pair fl ee in a blue Jeep driven by 
his own cousin, according to a re-
port. 

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

Clubbed at the club
A boor and his cronies broke 

several of a man’s bones outside of 
a Grand Street strip club mid-after-
noon on July 31.

The victim told police he was 
outside the joint at near Metropoli-
tan Avenue at 2:30 pm when he ac-
cidentally brushed shoulders with a 
man, and promptly apologized. But 
the hot-tempered lout responded to 
it with a punch to the face, the vic-
tim told police. 

The victim was knocked to the 
ground and several men began kick-
ing him, leaving him with several 
broken ribs, a broken wrist, and a 
broken ankle, police reported. The 
victim walked home and his wife 
called 911, and he was taken to Bel-
levue Hospital by emergency work-
ers, according to a report. 

Welcome to America!
A couple of crooks robbed a Ger-

man tourist on Moore Street on 
Aug. 11.

The victim was on White Street 
around 11 am when one of the punks 
blocked his path and the other 
grabbed the man’s arms from be-
hind, cops say.  

One of the dastardly duo told the 
German “Don’t do nothing, what do 
you have?” while the other searched 
his pockets, taking his phone and 
some cash, and then fl eeing, police 
say.

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

Go back to sleep
A heavy-handed pickpocket 

woke up a sleeping man on the L 
train while trying to steal his phone 
— and proceeded to knock him out 
when he awoke on Aug. 9, cops say.

The sleepy straphanger got on at 
the Montrose Avenue station, and 
dozed off while riding the train. He 
awoke around 4:30 am to fi nd a thief 
trying to take the phone out his 
pocket, police say. 

As the victim came to his wits, 
the ne’er do well punched him in the 
head, knocking him unconscious, 
cops reported. The victim awoke at 
the Bedford Avenue stop missing 
his phone, according to a report.

— Harry MacCormack



COURIER LIFE, AUG. 21–27, 2015 9  DT

Free or low-cost monthly premiums
For children under 19 who live in New York State.
There are no copays for care or services. Cover-
age may be free or as little as $9 per child per
month based on income and family size. 

Benefits to keep kids healthy and on the go
• Well-child care and checkups  
• Immunizations
• Prescription drugs
• X-rays and lab tests
• Diagnosis and treatment of illness and injury
• Dental and vision care
• Hospital inpatient and emergency care
• Speech and hearing care
• and much more!

(1-888-343-3547) • 
1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

Do You or Does Your Child Need Health Insurance?

CChild Health Plus

Apply for enrollment all year long 
for these New York State-sponsored health insurance programs

To learn more  about applying for health insurance, including Child Health Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace,
visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

No monthly premiums!
Medicaid Managed Care is for children and adults
who live in New York State and who meet certain
income and disability requirements.

Benefits for you and your family
• Checkups
• Well-child visits
• Preventive care
• Immunizations
• Women’s health and pregnancy care
• Treatment for illness or injury
• X-rays and lab tests
• Hospital, emergency, and urgent care
• Prescription drug coverage (copays may apply)
• Dental care
• Eye exams and glasses
• Speech and hearing therapy (limits may apply)
• and much more!

It’s easy to apply - all year long!
Apply for Child Health Plus and Medicaid Managed Care offered by Fidelis Care through NY State of Health: The
Official Health Plan Marketplace, at www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov. A Fidelis Care Representative can help you 
complete an application form. Call 1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547).

MMedicaid
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8705 5

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

MR. VACUUM COUPON

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 7/31/15

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY
We Will Beat

& Match
Any Price

On Air 
Conditioners

AMANA  GE
FRIEDRICHS
FRIGIDAIRE

& MORE 
BRANDS

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
On ALL Air Conditioners & Major Appliances

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
This fi eld wasn’t just in these 
kids’ dreams — they got to ac-
tually play on it.

Cyclones players shared 
some of their baseball exper-
tise with local kids at a skills 
clinic at MCU Park on Aug. 12. 
New York Mets pitching great 
John Franco joined his former 
team’s prospects in teaching 
the sport’s fundamentals to 
eager and aspiring young ball 
players as part of clinics spon-
sored by the ballpark’s spon-
sor, Municipal Credit Union.

One boy said Franco taught 
him how to throw one of the 
sport’s most intriguing pitches.

“John Franco taught me 
how to throw a circle change 
up,” said Thomas Loverdi, 
11. “And the Cyclones players 
taught me about ground ball 
pop ups, how to have a more 
balanced swing and how to 
run the bases.”

Organizers broke up the 
next generation of Major Leagu-
ers into groups that took turns 
working at different stations 
with Franco and the Cyclones. 

Another youngster said the 
pros passed on valuable les-
sons about the mental aspects 
of the game, as well.

“It was a good experi-
ence because you got to learn 

new stuff and we got to learn 
how accuracy is more impor-
tant than throwing the ball,” 
11-year-old Haley O’Toole 
said. “We learned how to run 
the bases and how trying your 
best is all that matters.”

All participants got free 
tickets to that night’s game,  a 
losing effort against the hated 
Staten Island Yankees .

One more clinic is sched-
uled for Aug. 24.

MCU Youth Clinics at MCU 
Park (1904 Surf Ave. in Coney 
Island, brooklyncyclones.com/
communitymega/kids/mcu/.) 
Aug. 24. Preregistration is re-
quired. Sign up online.

BATTING STANCE: (Above) Cyclones infi elder Brandon Kaupe works with 
Madisyn O’Toole at the skills clinic. (Center) Nicolas Calderon fi res one 
home. (Left) Cyclones cente rfi elder Tucker Tharp encourages Jalyssi 
Franqui to get moving around the bases.  Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Rookie ball at MCU Park
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will be designated for people making 
more than the median, plans show. 

The below-market-rate rents will 
range from $850 to $3,623 per month, 
depending on apartment size and the 
number of residents, according to the 
developer.

Tuesday’s meeting was part a 
public review process the city and 
developer must go through to sanc-
tion the property’s sale, build a new 
library, and modify existing zoning 

permits on the site. 
Community Board 2  already 

okayed the plan in July . Now it is on 
Borough President Adams’s desk, 
before it heads to the City Planning 
Commission and then City Council — 
which ultimately get to say yea or nay 
regardless of what the community 
board or Beep decides.

Adams said he hasn’t decided 
whether he’ll support the plan, but 
generally, he believes the more below-
market-rate housing the better.

“I lean toward getting the highest 
volume of affordable units as possi-
ble,” he said.

BY MAX JAEGER
He put a lid on it!

Outspoken real estate mogul, 
grocery store magnate, and one-
time mayoral candidate John Catsi-
matidis topped off his latest devel-
opment in Fort Greene on Aug. 11 
— a 15-story mixed-use building 
called the Margo, after his wife. 
He’s happy that construction is 
nearly done, but said he’s already 
looking forward to the next build-
ing he’s got planned for a stretch of 
Myrtle Avenue he owns.

“It feels good [to cap the Margo], 
but we’ve got one more building to 
do on that block,” he said, referring 
to a 35-story tower he plans to erect 
next-door between Ashland Place 
and Flatbush Avenue.

The Margo will include a bit more 
than 200 apartments — including 
roughly 40 below-market-rate units 
— as well as a rooftop terrace and 
ground-f loor retail, according to in-
formation from the architects.

When it’s complete, the Margo 
will join neighboring nine- and 
15-story developments the Andrea 
and the Giovanni — both named for 
the developer’s kids.

After construction on the Margo 
wraps in Spring 2016, Catsimatidis 
will focus on the fourth and final 
development — his as-yet-unnamed 
35-story tower a stone’s throw from 
Flatbush Avenue, he said.

Originally the structure would 
have risen to 40 stories, but the city 
put the kibosh on the taller plan 
due to a “kind of zoning issue” that 
Catsimatidis wouldn’t elaborate on. 
The truncated proposal presents a 
missed opportunity for housing in 
the borough, he said.

“I think it’s a tragedy the city 
didn’t cooperate with us,” he said.

The four-building development 

along Myrtle Avenue has been a 
long time in the making.

Catsimatidis bought the sites for 
a scant $1 million in the rough-and-
tumble 1980s and waited for crime 
to go down and property values to 
go up before developing,  he told this 
paper last year . 

“I bought the properties when 
you had to come here with two 
guns,” Catsimatidis said at the 
time. “Just in case one of the guns 
runs out of bullets.”

After the he’s finished the Fort 
Greene projects, Catsimatidis will 
turn an eye south to Coney Island, 
where he aims to build three Board-
walk-adjacent towers housing as 
many as 500 rental units. But he’ll 
need the city’s blessing for the $500 
million plan — and he’s hoping pols 
will play ball, he said.

“If they don’t want them, we’ll 
spend the money in Florida — but 
I’d rather spend the money in Brook-
lyn,” he said.

Developer caps building named for wife

FAMILY TIES: The Catsimatidis clan — Margo, 
John Jr., John, and Andrea — enjoy a view of 
the now-topped-off Margo. It’s the third in a 
series of developments he named for family 
members. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Top in the 
name of love

Continued from page 3 

LIBRARY
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SUNSET PARK 

A routine visit turned out to be one 
heck of a surprise for mama Xiu Lan 

Zhu when her little daughter, Iris Lin, 
decided to make an impromptu en-
trance one week earlier than expected 
at the NYU Lutheran Family Physi-

cian Clinic 
on July 30. 

Xiu Lan 
Zhu ar-
rived for 
her appoint-
ment, and 
while wait-
ing for her 
turn, began 

experiencing abdominal pains. She 
was quickly examined by Dr. Quang 

Nguyen, the associate program direc-
tor of the Family Medicine Residence 

Department at NYU Lutheran, who 
sprang to action when he realized her 
water had broken and this very ex-
pectant mama was in labor. A team of 
nurses and doctors assisted Dr. Nguyen 
and delivered the little angel. 

Site director at the health center 
Christina Tsai reported that it all 
went well, and said, “The delivery went 

smoothly, thanks to great team work 
from Dr. Nguyen and our doctors and 
staff.” 

Papa Kai Lin was surprised when 
he got the news because he wasn’t antic-
ipating the birth and was at home with 
the couple’s oldest child Lucas Lin. 

Standing O wishes the couple con-
gratulations and says “Welcome to the 
world, Iris Lin.” 

NYU Lutheran Family Physician 
Clinic [5616 Sixth Ave. at 56th Street in 
Sunset Park, (718) 439–5440]

BOROUGH WIDE

In the Motor City
Borough son Michael Plotz is going 

west to Detroit. He was selected to live, 
work, give, play, lead, and impact in De-
troit with Marketing Associates for a 
year long Challenge Detroit Fellow-

ship. 
Our buddy Michael was selected as 

one of 30 fellows to participate in this 
social experiment, an urban revitaliza-
tion program focused on attracting and 
retaining talent in Detroit in an effort to 
spur revitalization. He was hand picked 
from hundreds of applicants to collabo-
rate with individuals from all over the 

country taking part in this once-in-a-
lifetime experience.

Challenge Detroit is a one-year fel-
lowship program that provides the op-
portunity for tomorrow’s leaders to 
work at top regional companies, while 
spending one day a week collaborating 
with area companies to address regional 
challenges and opportunities, includ-
ing multi-modal transportation, home-
lessness, and community development. 
During his year with Challenge Detroit, 
Plotz will be working with partnering 
host company Marketing Associates.

Deirdre Groves, who is the execu-
tive director of Challenge Detroit, ex-
plained to Standing O that Challenge 
Detroit started out as a social experi-
ment.

“We wanted to see if we could get 
people to stay in and come to Detroit, in-
volve them in work at great companies, 
engage them through the cultural of-
ferings the city has to offer and provide 
them the opportunity to give back,” she 
said. “And overwhelmingly, they have 
stayed, and as the city turns a corner, 
Challenge Detroit Fellows have been in-
tegrally connected and are leading the 
charge for the future of Detroit.” 

Meanwhile, Michael says he is ex-

cited to participate in the continuing 
narrative of one of America’s great cit-
ies and work on the reviatlization of De-
troit. 

Standing O is excited for Michael but 
hopes after that long hard year, he will 
come back to the motherland. Don’t for-
get to come home now. Ya’ hear?

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BOROUGH WIDE

Put your hands together for the 
members of the Investors’ Bank 

Bike 4 Friendship Men’s Cycling 

Team trip for completing an epic 
journey of more than 3,100 miles 
from the shores of San Diego to 
the shores of Brighton Beach. The 
team, ranging in age from 16 to 42, 
raised funds for the Friendship 
Circle, which assists children with 

special needs. 
The do-gooding fund-raisers put 

their pedal to the metal on June 28 
on a beach in San Diego, Calif., and 
rode between 90 to 120 miles a day. 
The guys trekked through deserts, 
over the Rocky Mountains, and 
through the highways and by-ways 
of America to land in Brighton on 
Aug. 9.

The $150,000 raised will benefi t 
the fi ve chapters of the Friendship 

Circle in New York City, including 
one in Crown Heights. The nonprofi t 
organization assists children with 
special needs and their families by 
recruiting teen boys and girls who 
build caring friendships with each 
child.

Standing O says “Welcome 
home!”

Investors Bank, [272 Brighton 
Beach Ave. in Brighton Beach, (718) 
648–1371].

CANARSIE

The best of the best
Kudos are sent to Terry 

Charles, the Canarsian voted 
the 2014 Center for Family Sup-

port, “Employee of the Year.” 
Fresh off his win as the Em-

ployee of the Month for Decem-
ber, our pal Terry, a medical co-
ordinator, was recognized for his 
dedication to his service recipi-
ents and their families. Steven 

Vernikoff, executive director 
at the center, was very proud of 
Terry and shared his delight at 
the nomination. 

“It gives me great pleasure 
to recognize Terry Charles as 
the best-of-the-best and to be-
stow this distinctive award upon 
him,” said Vernikoff. “His contri-
butions over the past 12 months 
have made him the clear winner 
this year.” 

Terry was nominated by su-
pervisor Merrill Brandt, who 
said his charge has demonstrated 
an exemplary work ethic, is a 
team player, and does not hesi-
tate to provide hands-on support 
to other medical coordinators. 
“When new service recipients 
move into the residential home 
he is assigned to, he voluntarily 
assists them with the moving 
process as well as helps them 
get organized by inputting their 
medical information into the sys-
tem the agency uses to monitor 
this information,” Brandt said. 
“Terry is an asset to this orga-
nization and unquestionably 
has the potential to enhance his 
growth within the agency.”

The Center was founded in 
1954 by parents who were look-
ing for in-home assistance as an 
alternative placement for their 
family members. According to its 
website, the center is committed 
to providing support and assis-
tance to individuals with devel-
opmental and related disabilities, 
and to family members who care 
for them. 

Standing O is giving Terry a 
great big Standing O of the Year 
shout out.

LAND HO!: Members of the Investor’s Bank Bike 4 Friendship cycle team completed their epic journey on the shores of Brighton 
Beach.  Ken Brown

Biking from sea to shining sea for friendship

The stork made a special delivery
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New Yorkers know quality. That’s why 

more than one million New Yorkers choose 

Healthfirst for top-rated health plans in 

NYC and Long Island. Our plans offer the 

coverage and benefits you deserve, 

whatever your age or income. Let us help 

you find a plan that’s right for you.

Call 1-844-HF-FOR-NY
www.HF4NY.org

WELCOME TO 
NEW YORK 
QUALITY
HEALTH INSURANCE

WELCOME TO 
NEW YORK 
QUALITY
HEALTH INSURANCE

THE TOP-RATED
Medicare Advantage  

HMO Plan in NYC
†

PLUS

THE HIGHEST-RATED
Qualified Health Plans* and  

Medicaid plan in NYC and LI**

Plans are offered by affiliates of Healthfirst, Inc. *2015 Quality Rating by NY State of Health, the official health plan marketplace.   
 **Based on indicators chosen by the New York State Department of Health and published in its 2014 publication A Consumer’s 
Guide to Medicaid Managed Care in NYC and on Long Island. † 4-star rating is for the 2015 plan year that runs from 1/1/15 
through 12/31/15. Medicare evaluates plans based on a 5-star rating system. Star Ratings are calculated each year and may 
change from one year to the next.

©2015 HF Management Services, LLC.     NYCOR001782         H3359_MKT15_111 Accepted 07222015 INA15_77(a) 
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myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

1 NYCB Elite Gold Checking account minimum to open is $5,000. NYCB Elite Relationship Terms 
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or more in combined balances in the NYCB Elite relationship to waive monthly fee. Ask a bank 
representative for details.

2 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change 
without notice. The interest rate increases after each nine-month Interest Rate Time Period on 
the anniversary of the account opening. The interest rates for all three nine-month Interest Rate 
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• Interest rate 
automatically increases.

• Flexibility to withdraw 
all or part of the funds 
without penalty3.
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maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances1.  
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We provide all phases of dentistry 

only 8 hours
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Credit cards & most insurances accepted

$95
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$75
Exam

X-Rays
1x Prophylaxis 
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KIDS SPECIAL

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.

BY HARRY MACCORMACK
These ladies want men to use their 
braaains.

A group of high-school girls are 
calling out catcallers by painting a 
mural on the wall of a Bedford-Stuyve-
sant grocery store that features zom-
bies lurching after a terrifi ed woman 
— a metaphor that organizers said il-
lustrates both how thoughtless and 
terrifying street harassment can be. 

“We wanted to show that the feel-
ing of being catcalled or when some-
one says something disturbing, it 
causes fear,” said Danielle McDonald, 
a Greenpoint resident and art teacher 
who is overseeing the project. “So 
that’s where the zombies came from — 
something scary and mindless.”

Public art group Groundswell is 
paying the 20 young women — aged 
15 to 21 — to splash the vertical vista 
on the side of a Food Bazaar on Myrtle 
Avenue between Broadway and Lewis 
Street as part of a wider project to cre-
ate public artworks about social issues 
throughout the city, McDonald said.

The grocery outlet offered up its 
wall for one of the pieces, and the teens 
decided to use the space to rail against 
jerks who harass women on the street, 
which they say is a persistent problem 
for local ladies that deserves more at-
tention.

“It’s something everyone agrees is 
an issue, but nobody takes seriously,” 
said Nekita Blue, a rising senior from 
East Flatbush who also painted mu-
rals with Groundswell last summer.

The painters worked with McDon-
ald and another artist to create a de-
sign for the 20-by-97-foot piece that 
features the creepy crawlers saying 
common catcalls like “I told you to 
smile” as well as a woman shaking her 
fi st at the lame brains.

The crew began working on its 
monstrous masterpiece in July, and 
plans to unveil the fi nal product at a 
public ceremony on Aug. 28. 

Teens fi ght catcallers with zombie mural

ONE STROKE AT A TIME: Adolescent artist 
Violet Ponce does her part. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

LET YOUR COLORS SHOW: Young Groundswell artists are calling out street harrassment 
with their mural, which depicts catcallers as zombies.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

LECHEROUS 
LURCH!
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How can 155, 886 
households in 
Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specifi c 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with 
CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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which means the developer needs the 
city’s okay to make any changes. 

Commission chair Meenakshi 
Srinivasan said that she applauds the 
real-estate company’s efforts to pre-
serve the 87-year-old theater, but its ar-
chitect needs to go back to the drafting 
board and come up with a design that 
takes Slopers’ concerns into account. 

Neighbors told the panel that the 
proposed fi ve-story addition and the 
glass and steel penthouse on top would 
overwhelm the original four-story 
building, the placement of its new win-
dows don’t match those of neighboring 
properties, and its cornice — which 
curves out from the top of the building 
like a cresting wave — does not live up 
the more ornate rooftop fl ourish along 
the rest of the street. 

Some felt the proposed parapet was 
not even worthy of the title “cornice.”

“It’s more of an optical illusion than 
a cornice,” said Craig Hammerman, 

district manager of Community Board 
6, which encompasses Park Slope.  The 
community board unanimously ap-
proved Hidrock’s proposal in late July , 
though it too asked the developer to 
make the new structure more subdued 
so it doesn’t steal attention from the 
theater.

Some residents demanded the de-
veloper lop off the fi fth fl oor from its 
planned building to bring it more 
into line with the rest of the street, 
but Srinivasan said she was confi dent 
Morris Adjmi Architects could come 
up with a more restrained design that 
had the same effect.

A spokesman for Hidrock said it is 
unlikely to consider removing a level 
because it would reduce the value of 
the property too much for it to be worth 
building, but that it would seriously 
consider the concerns of both com-
munity members and commissioners 
when redesigning the structure.

“The suggestions that were con-
structive, I’m sure Hidrock will care-
fully consider,” said publicist Ethan 
Geto.

Continued from cover
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new elevators and escalators.
What that means for the future 

of the store’s historic interior details 
— such as the  ornate art deco eleva-
tor doors , which were  designed in the 
1920s  by iconic department-store archi-
tecture fi rm Starrett and Van Vleck — 
is unclear, though Macy’s claims it will 
preserve “key architectural elements” 
of the building’s exterior.

Tishman Speyer has not announced 
its plans for the fi ve-story garage be-
tween Hoyt Street and Elm Place, but 
it is unlikely the  poetry-covered park-
ing lot  will stay standing — the cur-
rent zoning would allow the company 

to knock it down and build a commer-
cial or residential skyscraper on the 
site. One developer pitching for the 
properties last year  proposed building 
a 910-foot tower — about 65 stories — 
on the two lots . 

The building that now houses Ma-
cy’s was the long-time headquarters of 
department store Abraham and Straus. 
The outfi t — then called Wechsler and 
Abraham — moved in around 1885, 
and stayed until 1995 — extending and 
renovating the structure throughout 
the years —  when it folded into the 
larger Macy’s empire.

Tishman Speyer will close on the 
purchase later this year, according to 
a statement.

Macy’s did not return requests for 
comment.

Continued from cover

MACY’S

MADONNA

gaycitynews.nyc/win

WIN TICKETS TO SEE

MADONNA 
COURTESY OF 

MADONNA
SEPTEMBER 17th

at Madison Square Garden

For your chance to win, visit

GARAGE SALE: Macy’s is trading its parking garage, along with part of its retail store. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Kids also enjoyed the fete’s amuse-
ments — at least for a little while, be-
fore the rain washed them away, said 
one neighborhood mom.

“The kids had a lot of fun in the 
bouncy house for a few minutes,” said 
Dilestynne Morris, who brought her 
two kids and her niece, but took them 
home  to seek shelter from the storm  
when the skies opened up.

Washington Avenue merchants in-
cluding pastry purveyor Little Miss 

Muffi n ‘N’ Her Stuffi n’, between Park 
and Sterling places, and sandwich shop 
Dorsey’s Kitchen, between Sterling 
and St. Johns places, fed the crowds, 
while the Brooklyn Brewery and the 
Way Station bar ran a beer garden. 

Charles says the civic groups staged 
the fair in part to thank the commu-
nity for its efforts to clean up the street 
earlier in the year, which included 
collecting trash in May and planting 
trees in July.

“It was about bringing the commu-
nity together,” she said. “After all the 
support that was given throughout the 
year, this was a thank you.”

Continued from page 5 

WASH AVE. ROCKS

The source for news 
in your neighborhood:
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or more than a decade, 
I have experienced the 
very First World prob-

lem of not being able to find a 
yellow cab at 8 am on the Up-
per West Side of Manhattan 
or at 4 pm in Midtown.

In the morning, yellow 
cabs occupied by well-heeled 
New Yorkers pass me by as 
I fret over how I will make 
it on time to my 8:30 break-
fast meeting. In short, supply 
never meets demand.

In the afternoon, I stand 
in front of my office build-
ing and wait … and wait … 
as hordes of cabs whistle by 
with their “Off Duty” light on 
heading back to their base at 
the end of their shift.

I brought up this issue 
with the Taxi and Limou-
sine commissioner: Why 
can’t there be more cabs 
on the street during rush 
hours? Why can’t shifts be 
staggered so that fewer are 
“Off Duty” at a crucial time 
of the day?

Shrugs. “Sorry, there’s 
nothing we can do,” was the 
consistent reply. Frustrated 
and baffled, I vowed to leave 

more time for my commute 
and to use public transporta-
tion during those tough taxi 
hours.

My bourgeois Manhat-
tan-centric problem is much 
worse in the city’s other 
boroughs, where yellow cab 
sightings are as rare as two-
headed elephants.

And not surprisingly, in 

2015, the once-monopolistic 
yellow cab industry is facing 
an existential threat from the 
so-called “sharing economy,” 
as tech behemoths like Uber 
have rapidly and elegantly 
filled the breach of this trans-
portation problem.

Uber is now in 400 cities 
worldwide, but make no mis-
take, New York is its largest 
and most important market.

That is why it recently 
launched a thermonuclear 
counterattack when Mayor 
Bill DeBlasio tried to cap its 
number of drivers through 
a very ill-conceived piece of 
legislation.

Why would the mayor of 
the largest city in America 
try to limit customer choice 
and one of the biggest job-
creating companies in the 
city?

Well, the official stance 
was that the rapid expan-
sion of Uber was causing 
congestion. Really? In a 
huge place like New York, 
a few thousand cars (which 
presumably would make 
citizens less likely to drive 
their own vehicle) was going 

to jam the already clogged 
transportation arteries of 
Manhattan?

No, actually something 
much more self-serving was 
at play here: the mayor has 
received hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars of campaign 
donations from the taxi in-
dustry. Now, it was payback 
time.

But this attempted power 
play by the city’s chief execu-
tive hit the buzz saw of lob-
bying, advertising, and good 
old-fashioned politicking of a 
multibillion dollar tech com-
pany that plays to win — and 
almost always does. Uber is 
here to stay — just like the 
apartment-rental tech com-
pany AirBnB — and any 
elected leader that decides to 
take it on, does so at his own 
risk.

What are the lessons from 
this? First, monopolies — 
even those propped up by the 
government — are exposed 
to creative destruction just 
like media, music, retail, and 
many other industries have 
learned the hard way. Sec-
ond, technology companies 

like Uber are just beginning 
to recognize their political 
power and this could also 
creatively disrupt politics as 
we know it. 

If you’re the mayor and 
you mess with Uber, you get 
an app that is seen by hun-
dreds of thousands of voters 
that blames you for their wait 
times for a car.

But the most important 
lesson is that the old-fash-
ioned buying of candidates 
through huge campaign do-
nations is not a sure bet to 
ensure success for your in-
dustry. Just ask the taxi me-
dallion owners who are now 
seeing the value of their li-
censed assets plummet. 

And the mayor, who let 
them down because he was 
pummeled by a company that 
wasn’t afraid to fight City 
Hall.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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To the editor,
Practically every Thursday eve-

ning at the end of the month I go to 
a Barnes and Noble open-mike po-
etry event at the Seventh Avenue and 
Sixth Street location in the north-
western part of Brooklyn.

I take an F train to and from my 
location from Brighton Beach taking 
the Q train to Stillwell Avenue and 
transferring to an F train getting off 
at the Seventh Avenue station. 

On my return trip, however, I try 
to take an F train back to Stillwell 
Avenue, but I sometimes have a con-
siderable wait, and to save time take 
a G train with its final stop at Church 
Avenue and then wait for an F line 
going back home to Stillwell Ave-
nue, and again take a Q to Brighton 
Beach.

If the G train can’t go directly to 
Coney Island, wouldn’t it make more 
sense for the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority to build a di-
rect route from either Coney Island 
to Rockaway station in Queens or 
have a super express where the first 
stop would be either Canal Street or 
Grand Street? 

This might be beneficial for com-
muters when tracks need to be re-
paired as an alternative to bus ser-
vice.  Elliott Abosh

 Brighton Beach

To the editor,
I have never been so bloody frus-

trated by the attorney generals and 
the court system — past and present. 
Do you remember the Savings and 
Loan scandal of the 1980s when the 
banking customers were left with the 
bill? I can’t remember if any of those 
people went to prison? Of course who 
could forget when Wall Street prime 
mortgage went down the tubes and 
not one person was indicted. Some 
big shots paid a fine that in my judge-
ment was chump change. 

Yet the attorney general went af-
ter the world-class soccer federa-
tion. A $100 million is chump change 
compared to the billions lost on Wall 
Street.

Also I can’t believe how the courts 

can rule about a women’s right, not 
only for an abortion but for other 
medical procedures that can save 
the life of all women. Who appointed 
them judge, jury, and executioner?
 Jerry Sattler

 Brighton Beach

To the editor,
How very interesting that after 

several mass shootings of children, 
adults, and army personal, only now 
is senior Sen. Charles Schumer tak-
ing up the fight against gun violence. 
You may ask now why? His second 
female cousin made a movie where 
a shooting takes place and decided 
now it’s time to take a stand. 

My question is where was Chuck 
all this time. With all the many e-
mails I’ve been getting from him, I 
don’t remember anything dealing 
with gun control of any kind. To be 
honest I’ve gotten more e-mails from 
junior Sen. Kristen Gillibrand about 
the issues she’s concerned about. I 
applaud her for taking a stand on is-
sues she really believes in. 

When will politicians finally take 
a stand and not worry about being 
elected to another term in Congress, 
where nothing — and I mean noth-
ing — ever seems to get done? It’s 
no wonder why less and less people 
go the polls to vote. It’s a case of the 
old hear no evil, see no evil, speak no 
evil. Solomon Rafelowsky

Brighton Beach

To the editor,
“Income inequality” are the new 

buzzwords across the political cir-
cles of America. If I am not mistaken, 
this great country was founded on 
hard-working individuals, striving 
to make life better for themselves 
and their families. Depending on the 
abilities, guts and drive of such in-
dividuals, the reward was commen-
surate with their efforts. True, some 
people worked harder than others 
and their financial income was dif-
ferent. That was called capitalism.

I say “was” because efforts are 
underway by certain politicians to 
reestablish failed socialist-commu-
nist policies here that guarantee ev-
ery one is paid the same. These pol-
iticians are ignorant of history and 
blind to the disastrous outcomes in 
the former Soviet Union and other 
communist countries.

I pray that Americans listen care-

fully to what is being proposed and 
fight it to the bitter end. Failing this, 
we can look forward to a country 
where everyone is equal in stature 
and pay, as misery and stagnation 
rule the day.

Robert W. Lobenstein

Marine Park

To the editor,
In an era of tragic violence occur-

ring throughout America, we do not 
need Gov. Chris Christie advocat-
ing violence by threatening to punch 
teacher union officials. 

Perhaps his weight loss is af-
fecting him emotionally. Christie 
reminds me of the late Broderick 
Crawford portraying Willie Stark in 
“All the King’s Men.” Christie is be-
coming a real demagogue. Perhaps 
when he leaves office as governor, he 
should go for anger management and 
when he calms down, he should try 
the rigors of classroom teaching.

Ed Greenspan

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
I miss Marty Markowitz as bor-

ough president. He was a quintessen-
tial Brooklyn frontsman, who knew 
how to represent our great borough. 

Marty was quick off the mark and 
ready with a doozy response to any-
thing — just like a real Brooklynite. 
I loved his shtick! He was a cross be-
tween a used-car salesman, a ring-
master, a vaudeville performer, and 
the uncle everyone wants to sit next 
to at Sunday dinner. 

I was at his last State of the Bor-
ough address at Barclays Center. It 
was a real show. He called it Brook-
lyn Tonight, and had featured guests. 
He was a laugh-a-minute. He called 
young Brooklynites hipsters and 
older ones the artificial hip-sters! 
Hahahahaha. Marty was a hoot, and 
I sure do miss opening the paper 
and reading about his lose weight 
campaigns, or his “fugghedaboutit” 
Brooklyn signs, or some other story 
he put his two-cents in on. He always 
had something to say and he said it 
well.

His successor Eric Adams is cut 
from a different cloth. He seems like 
a nice man, and as a former cop he is 
to be respected, but he is no Marty. 
Eric you need to ramp it up and get 
down with it. You are representing 
Brooklyn — the greatest borough in 

the world — and we need you to be a 
Brooklyn star. J. Fischler

Midwood

To the editor,
I pick up your paper each week, 

and read it from cover to cover. I like 
the blotters, the community news, and 
what your columnists have to say.

Your paper runs the gamut of 
good stuff, from hyper-local goings-
on to opinions on what’s happening 
around the world.

I also like your website. It’s bright 
and cheery, and always features 
something interesting to read. Ku-
dos to your staff and keep up the good 
work.  Frank Greene

Kensington

To the editor,
When are Sandy victims gonna 

catch a break (“Claw-Back: The Se-
quel,” online July 30)?

Just when they are about to re-
ceive some relief from the enormous 
financial hardships they have en-
dured since Sandy, the government 
is waiting like an eagle in the wings 
to snatch it back like prey.

How can you put a price on peo-
ple’s grief and suffering, but appar-
ently Uncle Sam — who thinks noth-
ing of doling out billions in foreign 
aid to people who want to kill us 
— has no problem short-changing 
American taxpayers who lost every-
thing in the Storm of the Century. 
How sickening. Karen Smith

Coney Island

To the editor,
The worst thing that could hap-
pen to America is if Donald Trump 
was voted president. We would have 
World War III the next day.

He would offend our allies by rant-
ing and raving about foreign policy, 
challenge drug cartels and terrorists 
to come get us, and before you know 
it, America’s long-standing reputa-
tion would be toast.

The Donald should stick with his 
private enterprises because public of-
fice is not for him. He is too much of a 
loose cannon, and besides we would 
have to fork out a small fortune in 
taxpayer-funded hairspray to keep 
him happy. Donald Trump for presi-
dent? Make that a loud “No!”

Jackie Torrentino

Boerum Hil

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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ummer in New York is 
nothing if not pungent. 
So pungent that there are 

certain smells that conjure up 
a New York August the way 
the smell of crayons whisks 
you right back to first grade. 

“I used to work in Flatbush 
and in the summer the fish 
store kept its door open,” re-
calls Megan Perlleshi, a mom 
of two who has since moved to 
Long Island. Every time she 
neared the shop she would 
literally sprint out into the 
street until she was past the 
miasma. The aroma? “Fish 
and garbage.” 

It is a city summer combo 
others remarked upon, too.

For marketing consultant 
Amanda Hass, it is the smell 
of dying flowers that she as-
sociates with the Upper East 
Side in August. 

“Most residents are gone 
to their summer places,” Hass 
says. So the bodega flowers 
wilt right along with the rest 
of us, giving off a sad scent. 
By contrast, Hass added, the 
open windows to hot laundry 
rooms give the air a fresh Clo-
rox smell that makes up for 
the funereal flora. 

Rain in the city summer 

also has a special smell. 
“Warm rain on hot asphalt 

in Brooklyn is a memory I’ve 
carried with me my whole 
life,” says media strategist 
Liz Polay-Wettengel, who now 
lives in Massachusetts. 

Business editor Patrick 
Rizzo, still here in Gotham, is 
specific in the type of rain that 
brings him back: the sudden 

sun shower. 
And then there are all the 

foods smells on steroids the 
minute the mercury hits 90. 
Walk by a greengrocer and 
the peaches are positively se-
ductive. They make you want 
to eat healthy.

There are also the smells 
that make you want to eat 
charred meat — lots of it, im-
mediately, even if you are a 
vegan with a history of heart 
issues. 

“Walking through the 
park on the West Side High-
way in that huge multi-racial 
area of picnics, smelling de-
licious barbecue from all of 
the world…” That smell sends 
transit worker Mike Ecker 
into a tizzy.

The sticky sweet smell of 
candied nuts does it for Tatum 
Barrows, a high-school grad 
from Long Island working in 
the city for the summer. For 
Martin Kleinman, author of 
“The Home Front,” it’s “the 
wild scallions that grew along 
the fence to the V.A. Hospital 
in Kingsbridge.” 

He’s right — neighborhoods 
have their own smells. 

“The smell of anisette toast 
wafting from the Stella D’Oro 

Bakery as you whiz through 
Riverdale on the Major Dee-
gan Expressway” remains a 
local scent memory for Stacey 
Gordon and legions of Bronx 
dwellers.

At the other end of the city, 
lifelong New Yorker and clown 
entrepreneur (yup!) Michael 
Fandal recalls growing up in 
Coney Island, seven seconds 
from the beach. 

“Summers included ocean 
air, rich and invigorating, 
and the smell of morning cold 
beach sand beneath the Board-
walk.” 

There were also Nathan’s 
hot dogs and fries, overflowing 
litter cans, and stylish women 
in their summer dresses, all 
wafting their particular per-
fumes, which mingled with 
the whiff of coffee whenever 
anyone opened the door of a 
Dunkin’ Donuts, and chlorine 
whenever you walked by a 
public pool.

Cut grass and freshly 
turned dirt send Michael Vir-
gintino back to childhood in 
the Bronx, where he helped his 
dad tend their small yard and 
otherwise was constantly play-
ing baseball on park fields. 

Writer Nancy Mattia 

claims it is car exhaust that 
brings a smile. When she was 
growing up in Bensonhurst, 
Brooklyn, Vito the Ice Cream 
Man would drive down her 
street on summer nights. 

“Because I lived down the 
block, I would pass the back of 
his truck first with its engine 
running.” Hence the associa-
tion of exhaust fumes with joy. 

And then there is the city 
scent that stands above — or 
really, below — them all. The 
one you smell without even 
descending the stairs. New 
Yorkers have likened it to  
“someone getting a perm in 
the sewer under a slaughter-
house,” “the armpit of Satan” 
“inside the stomach of a sick 
animal” and perhaps most 
aptly, “a warm metallic smell 
with hints of urine.”

Some day in some far off 
town you may catch a whiff 
of something similar and be 
instantly transported back to 
the New York City subway on 
a sizzling summer day.

May that memory be sweet. 
Or at least tolerable. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 08/21/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLU
TAX
TAG

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'09 INFINITI G37x

52k miles, Stk#1255

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE    
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Gr Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $12,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 43k 17044 $14,750
 2013 Mercedes C300, 47k 16502 $19,995 

$8,995
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 08/21/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

US 
X & 
GS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
W

E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
  

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $3,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
� ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2014 Mazda 3, 55k 15906 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995 
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Honda CRV, 57k 13914 $14,995
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

$14 ,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 DODGE SPRINTER

58k miles, Stk#15079

$31,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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By Allegra Hobbs

Come here to get a clue.
An interactive puzzle game puts 

amateur sleuths to the test by lock-
ing them in a clue-filled room and making 
them race against the clock to solve their 
way out. The Real Escape Room, which 
opened recently in Williamsburg, combines 
the thrill of immersive theater with action-
packed puzzle-solving to create a new form 
of entertainment for active Brooklynites. A 
manager of the mysterious spot says that a 
world-spanning culture of puzzle fanatics 
is behind the immersive gaming genre.

“It was a cultural zeitgeist that pushes 
us towards being excited about these types 
of interactive and immersive activities as 
part of adult entertainment,” said Albert 
Kong. “These are things that people can 
do after work to socialize and hang out 

that are not necessarily the same old club 
or bar scene.”

Brooklyn puzzlers, in groups of up to 
10 people, can choose between two cham-
bers for their locked-door adventure — a 
“mystery room” modeled after a creepy, 
unkempt apartment that only unlocks 
when the last mysterious code has been 
cracked, and a “time travel lab” where 
players must solve a series of stumpers 
in order to activate a time machine. The 
penalty for failure — having your picture 
taken with an ignominious sign. 

Kong and his cohorts in Japan launched 
the first Real Escape Room in 2007, mod-
eling it on puzzle-based ’90s video games 
like Myst. But they upped the ante of the 
games by physically immersing players 
in the setting for a 60-minute sleuthing 
challenge.

“There’s an element of taking the 
magic of what happens in the video game 
and figuring out how to make it a real 
life experience,” said Kong, who planted 
the first stateside escape room in San 
Francisco in 2011 before opening the 
Brooklyn location earlier this summer.

Kong says puzzle games have already 
blown up overseas and are gaining popular-
ity in the United States, driven by the same 
theater culture that draws adventure-seek-
ers to interactive shows like the Macbeth-
esque mega-hit “Sleep No More.”

“I think theater makers are looking to 
make a way the audience can step into 
a more interactive part of what they’re 
seeing,” said Kong. “And for us on the 
escape games, we’re looking for a way to 
make a more theatrical experience out of 
physical activity.” 

Since the Real Escape Room in 
Brooklyn started locking gangs of mys-
tery-solvers in its clue-riddled lair, only 
seven out of the 46 teams have success-
fully used their puzzle-solving prowess to 
unlock the doors in time. But Kong says 
half the fun for adventurers is seeing how 
far they can get before they tap out — and 
putting themselves in a tough spot with 
no easy way out.

“We want to make it a challenging 
experience,” he said. “Because what you’re 
paying for is the opportunity to prove 
yourself throughout the experience.”

Real Escape Room Brooklyn (382 Union 
Ave. between Ainslie and Powers streets in 
Williamsburg, www.realescapegame.com/
newyork). Fridays at 6:30 and 8:30 pm. 
Saturdays and Sundays at 1 pm, 3 pm, and 
5 pm. $33 ($29 in advance). 

Real Escape Room challenges players to puzzle their way out

So close and yet so far: Reporter Allegra Hobbs 
(far left) and a group of amateur sleuths came 
close to escaping the room, but lost the race 
against the clock. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Stuck in the riddle
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By Eric Faynberg

This show for cut-ups may cut 
deep.

Comedians will take to a 
Williamsburg stage to disparage, insult, 
and mock each other in “Roast Battle,” 
a no-jokes barred competition for the 
most devastating take-down, at the 
Knitting Factory on Aug. 28. 

Three of the comedians on the card 
will have a home-venue advantage: Will 
Miles, Kenny DeForest, and Clark Jones 
are the hosts of “Comedy at the Knitting 
Factory,” a weekly show that will kick-
off the funny festival on Aug. 23. The 
friends and sometime-roommates took 
over the show’s hosting duties from 
Comedy Central star Hannibal Burress 
at the beginning of this year.

The comic triumvirate may not have 
to face each other — the Battle is a 
series of one-on-one diss duels, with 
winners determined by a panel of judg-
es — but they say that friendship is the 
best preparation for a roast.

“We pretty much roast each other 
on stage during the show anyway,” said 
DeForest. “Most of my friendships are 
based on roasting each another.”

Miles says that the festival of insults 
will be a challenge, because his comedy 
is more story-based. 

“That’s the show I’m most nervous 
about,” Miles said. “I’m from Chicago, 
so I spent plenty of time roasting in 
school. But I’m not a roast guy.”

And Jones says there are some lines 

he is not willing to cross.
“Sometimes you write something 

that could hurt someone for real,” Jones 
said, but he wants to avoid that. “Let’s 
talk about that shirt a guy’s got on. 
That’s whack. He should not have worn 
that. Kenny looks like a hipster basket-
ball coach.”

“Or those jeans Clark’s got on,” said 
DeForest, about the comic’s hole-riddled 
jeans. “He looks like Nirvana’s first black 
fan. Straight out of Forever 21.”

The insult event’s co-creator, Rell 
Battle, says that most comics go right for 
their opponent’s most vulnerable spots. 
He recalled one notable insult: “We had 
one guy who said that this fat dude he 

was battling had just finished filming 
‘Planet of the Apes’ — where he starred 
as the planet.”

The competition is not a place to hold 
back, said Battle.

“Roast battle is vicious,” he said. 
“This is not nice. This is for people who 
want to hear s--- spoken well. If you’re 
the PC police, get the f--- out.”

Brooklyn Comedy Festival Kick-off 
Party at the Knitting Factory [361 
Metropolitan Ave at Havemeyer Street 
in Williamsburg, www.bkcomedyfesti-
val.com] Aug. 23 at 9 pm. $7 ($5 in 
advance). Roast Battle at the Knitting 
Factory. Aug. 29 at 11:30 pm. $15 ($10 
in advance).

By Max Jaeger

You can give this concert the 
thumbs-up from your couch.

A Brooklyn singer and 
composer will offer a free video-
stream of the release party for his new 
album “Rudder Songs” at Union Hall 
on Aug. 21. Despite the potential to 
reach millions of people the musician 
is staying humble about his World 
Wide Web-wide debut — though he 
does have some ideas for how to get 
more eyes and ears on the show.

“Other than reaching interested 
friends or family, I’m not really count-
ing on some fluke traffic flowing 
to the streaming page,” said Michael 
Chinworth. “I suppose I could include 
keywords like ‘Bono fights Bonobo — 
live’ as tags to get more traffic.”

Vaccuum tubes have long been 
responsible for amplifying musicians, 
but the advent of the Internet — some-
thing former Alaskan senator Ted 
Stevens once described as “a series of 
tubes” — and video sharing sites like 
YouTube have vastly increased work-
ing musicians’ volume. Chinworth 
wanted to seize on the voyeuristic 
zeitgeist, he said.

“The whole idea of a YouTube cul-
ture concerned with watching videos 
of people doing things makes this feel 
relevant,” Chinworth said. 

Chinworth is not the first to share 
an album release concert live on the 
web — the artist formerly known 
as The Artist Formerly Known as 
Prince took his act on the informa-
tion superhighway to fete his 2014 
releases “Art Official Age” and 
“PlectrumElectrum,” and country 
musician Luke Bryan did much the 
same earlier this month.

And if you do opt to mosh from 
your living room, there are some 
upsides, Chinworth said. 

“You don’t have to feel self-con-
scious about not clapping or ‘Wooo’-
ing,” he said.

But there are also some draw-
backs to a couch-potato concert, said 
Chinworth. For one thing, showing 
up to Union Hall will net you a free 
copy of his album — a mellow col-
lection of groovy piano and organ 
tunes accompanied by Chinworth’s 
velvety voice.

And nothing beats a finely tuned 
live sound system — though he will 

not lose too much sleep if your first 
exposure to his music comes from a 
home speaker the size of a cigarette 
pack, Chinworth said.

“People should be free to choose,” 
he said. “If that’s the kind of life 
you want to live, one in which lap-
top speakers ‘work fine, it’s actually 
pretty good quality,’ I’m not going to 
police that.”

Michael Chinworth and the Rudder 
Band at Union Hall [702 Union St. 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, www.unionhallny.com, 
(718) 638–4400]. Aug. 21 at 8 pm. $8.

Home listeners can stream the show 
at www.concertwindow.com/104056-
subtle-soup-records.

By David Russell

Talk about a guitar hero!
The 78-year-old “King of Surf Guitar” will 

rock out on a Williamsburg stage on Aug. 21. 
Guitar legend Dick Dale, who pioneered the surf rock 
genre, has hung ten at Brooklyn Bowl before, and he 
expects this show to be as crowded as Coney Island 
during the Mermaid Parade.

“Every time we came in there, it’s packed all the 
way to the walls,” Dale said. “It’s strictly a Dick Dale 
listening audience.” 

The crowd coming to see the show is not limited to 
local surf rock fans. 

“People are flying in from Ireland, England, 
Greenland,” he said. “I guess they want to see me 
before they think I’m going to die.”

The septuagenarian shredder stays active, noting 
that “at 78, I’m still bouncing around like a maniac.” 
But he is also battling severe health issues, including 
rectal cancer, renal failure, diabetes and vertebrae 
damage. Dale says that he keeps touring  in order to 
pay for his medical bills. 

His wife Lana serves as his agent and manager as 
well as taking care of his health, despite having her 
own medical problems. 

“We’re a couple of sickies taking care of each other,” 
said Dale. “We’re inseparable.” 

Dale’s surf rock reached the peak of its popularity in 
the 1960s, after he played two songs for the soundtrack 
to “Beach Party,” and he made regular appearances on 
“The Ed Sullivan Show.” He has performed steadily 
ever since then, working with Stevie Ray Vaughan in 
the parody movie “Back To The Beach,” and gaining  
a whole new audience after Quentin Tarantino used 
Dale’s song “Misirlou” as the opening music to the 
film “Pulp Fiction.” 

Dale remembers Tarantino coming to a concert in 
Amsterdam and asking for permission to use the song. 
He recalls the director saying: “I’ve been listening to 
your music since time began. I want to complement the 
masterpiece of your music playing and make a master-
piece of a movie.” 

But Dale spends little time looking back. He says 
that his philosophy is to take things one day at a time.

“I don’t live for yesterday,” he said. “I could be dead 
in 30 seconds, so why worry about tomorrow?”

Dick Dale at Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369, www.brooklynbowl.com]. Aug. 21 at 8 pm. $25.

78-year-old guitar legend 
planning to rock W’burg 

Comedians will compete in an insult extravaganza

Live and live-streaming: If you cannot make 
it to see Michael Chinworth perform his new 
album, “Rudder Songs” live at Union Hall on 
Aug. 21, you can stream the show live from 
the comfort of your sofa. Michael Chinworth

Surf king USA: The founder of surf rock, Dick Dale, will play at 
Brooklyn Bowl on Aug. 21.   Associated Press / Richard Drew

Silver surfer

BATTLE OF WITS

He’s living the stream

Roast beasts: Will Miles, Kenny DeForest, and Clark Jones, the hosts of “Comedy at the 
Knitting Factory,” will battle other comics in a competitive roast. Photo by Jason Speakman
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Narrows Community 
Theater’s annual summer 
youth show is in the works! 
One of the most performed 
shows in America, “Seussi-
cal The Musical” is a fantas-
tical, magical, musical ex-
travaganza! 

Tony winners Lynn Ah-
rens and Stephen Flaherty 
(“Ragtime,” “Once On This 
Island”) have lovingly 
brought to life all of our 
favorite Dr. Seuss charac-
ters, including Horton the 
Elephant (Adam Elsayed), 
The Cat in the Hat (Jessica 
Sparacio), Gertrude McFuzz 
(Annika Krupczyn), lazy 
Mayzie (Ashley Kelly), and a 
little Who with a big imagi-
nation — Jojo (Amanda 
Summa). The opening num-
ber, “Oh, the Thinks You 
Can Think” captures the 
show’s spirit of imagina-
tion, as the colorful charac-
ters transport us from the 
Jungle of Nool to the Circus 
McGurkus to the invisible 
world of the Whos.

Directed by Bay Ridge’s 
own bona fide Broadway star 

Jason Gotay (Spider-Man on 
Broadway and Toodles the 
Lost Boy on NBC’s “Peter 
Pan”).  Choreographed by 
Lane Halperin and musical 
direction by Justin Ward 
Weber, this is a youth pro-
duction, with the entire au-
ditioned cast comprised of 
kids from Bay Ridge! 

The play brings to life 
the wonderful world of Dr. 
Seuss, featuring favorite 
characters from almost all of 
his world famous books. 

The story follows Horton 
the Elephant, who must pro-
tect his friends in the invis-
ible world of Whos from the 
naysayers of the Jungle of 
Nool. He is also entrusted 
with the task of guarding 
the abandoned egg of Lazy 
Mayzie, the irresponsible 
bird. Horton faces ridicule, 
danger, kidnapping and a 
trial. The powers of friend-
ship, loyalty, family and com-
munity are challenged and 
emerge triumphant in this 
beautiful story, perfect for 
the kid in everyone! It tells 
of the powers of friendship, 

loyalty, family and commu-
nity in rollicking romp that 
makes you laugh and cry. 
This is a heart-warming, 
kid-friendly story that also 
won’t insult an adult’s intel-
ligence.

“Tell yourself how lucky 
you are” says The Cat in the 
Hat, that we have a youth 
company like Narrows Com-
munity Theater to bring 
such wonderful entertain-
ment the whole family can 
enjoy with “Seussical the 
Musical!”

“Suessical The Musical” 
at The Fort Hamilton Army 
Base Theater on Saturday, 
Aug. 22 at 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 
23 at 2 pm; Friday, Aug. 28 at 
8 pm; Saturday, Aug. 29 at 2 
pm AND 8 pm; and Sunday, 
Aug. 30 at 2 pm. Tickets at the 
door: $25 adults, $20 seniors 
and students, $15 children 
12 and under. $5 discount on 
tickets purchased in advance! 
Purchase online at www.
NCTheaterNY.com, email 
NCT@NCTheaterNY.com, 
or call the NCT hotline: (718) 
482–3173.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Narrows Community Theater brings world of Dr. Seuss to life

NOW SERVING
PIZZA
– Featuring

Our Famous 200 Year Old
Recipe!!

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$26.95*$16.75 $21.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$31.00*
$29.00
$32.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York



COURIER LIFE, AUG. 21-27, 201528    24-7

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“My Struggle: Book 3” by Karl Ove 
Knausgaard

The third book in the 
sometimes excruciatingly-
detailed six-volume account 
of Knausgaard’s life focuses 
on his boyhood. Readers will 
discover a literally warts-and-
all portrait of his Norwegian 
upbringing, including his 
aching need to impress 
peers and family, his inter-
est in soccer and reading, 
and his father’s malicious 
dominion over his every move. Yet 
among the furious entrapment of firsts — love and school 
especially — are poignant scenes of boys being boys, lis-
tening to Outlandos D’Amour in the shower and singing 
loudly and carefree.

— Jessica Stockton Bagnulo, Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlight-
bookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: “The 
Little Town Where Time Stood Still”
by Bohumil Hrabal

By most accounts, Bohumil 
Hrabal was the greatest Czech 
novelist of the twentieth century. 
He was a raconteur of the beer 
halls, where he held court with 
intellectuals and workers alike, 
and his books — banned by 
the Soviets and published 
illegally — ramble from 
anecdote to anecdote like a 
drunken uncle. This book 
collects two of Hrabal’s 
best novels, covering Czech history 
from Austria-Hungary through the Nazi occupation 
and into Communist rule. Pour a pint of pivo or two and 
settle in for quite a story.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick: “Kitchens of the Great 
Midwest” by J. Ryan Stradal

Chef Eva Thorvald is the focal 
point of this novel, but readers 
get to watch her grow through 
the eyes of people she affected 
at different stages in her life. 
Stradal captures the push and 
pull of family dynamics, the 
awkwardness and good inten-
tions of a Midwestern adoles-
cence, and the unique kind 
of drive that comes from an 
obsession with good food. 
The balance of flavors is 
just right.

— Emily Pullen, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.word-
brooklyn.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Sarah Iannone

It is the opposite of a dream diary.
A Gowanus insomniac spent every 

sleepless night of 2014 painting water-
color comics about her life, and now her 
collection of dream-like doodles, “Bright 
Eyed at Midnight” will have its release 
party at the Owl Farm bar on Aug. 26. 

Cartoonist Leslie Stein, who is also a musician and 
bartender, drew on the people and events in her life for 
her late-night comics. The book includes stories about 
customers at the bar, her 1980s childhood, dealing with 
artist’s block, and playing at rock shows.

“I try to focus on things that are specific to me but 
kind of universal,” said Stein. She describes her one- and 
two-page stories as “dreamy meditative comics for the 
[attention deficit disorder] generation.”

Stein began drawing the series shortly after New 
Year’s Eve of 2014, working on them every night for 
several weeks. After posting them online and getting a 
positive response, she decided to continue making the 
nightly comics for an entire year. 

Drawing the strips in the wee hours of the night 
helped her to unwind, she says. 

“Quite frankly, it was actually a beautiful distrac-
tion and way to focus on the present, almost medita-
tively,” she said. 

The cartoonist typically works with pen and ink, but 
she developed a looser, more colorful technique for these 
comics, using a brush and watercolors for her nightly 
insomnia adventures. 

“This style was all about experimentation and honest 
self-expression, so it just kind of flowed,” Stein said. “I 
just played until I found a way it could work with my 
hand and my drawings.”

After a year of drawing, she cut the 365 nightly com-
ics down to the ones she liked best, and then let an editor 
whittle the book further down to 224 short comics. 

Stein, who tends bar at the Owl Farm, said that it felt 
more appropriate to hold the release party there instead 
of at a bookstore or comic shop. 

“It felt more personal, family style,” she said. And 

the bar will serve a special beer at the event, made with 
coffee and chocolate and aged in-house. Stein says that 
the combination of alcohol and caffeine is especially 
appropriate. 

“I was thinking a coffee stout would perfectly com-
plement the name of the book,” said Stein.

“Bright Eyed At Midnight” release party at the Owl 
Farm (297 Ninth St. between Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, www.theowlfarm.com). Aug. 26 at 7 pm. Free.

By Max Jaeger

The British are coming for Bay 
Ridge!

Brit-pop, Shakespeare, his-
torical re-enactors, and Irish musi-
cians are all invading the Ridge on 
the 239th anniversary of the Battle 
of Brooklyn. On that day in 1776, 
British soldiers and their German 
mercenaries landed at Denyse Wharf 
in what is now Bay Ridge before they 
swept up the borough and pushed 
Gen. George Washington across the 
East River. The clash may have been 
a wash for Washington, who barely 
escaped with his wooden teeth, but 
this weekend’s remembrances are 
definitely a win for you.

On Friday, quarter yourself at 
Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets), 
where Staten Island’s Airtite will 
play ’60s songs from English bands 
like the Beatles and Fleetwood Mac 

starting at 9:30 pm. Of course, they 
are not total Tories, so expect some 
tunes from the Empire’s most kick-
ass former colony.

Make land at the Veteran’s 

Memorial Pier (69th Street and 
Shore Road) on Saturday, where cos-
tumed performers will re-enact his-
torical events, musicians will sing sea 
chanteys, and storytellers will regale 
residents with tales of the Revolution. 
History buffs will be stationed at the 
pier from 11 am to 5 pm.

Then, get thee to a fun-nery! 
BrooklynOne Productions is put-
ting its spin on Shakespeare’s “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” from 
the overlook at Owl’s Head Park 
(68th Street and Colonial Road). The 
troupe will take the stage for two 
productions on Saturday, at 2 pm 
and 6:30 pm.

And after the weekend is over, you 
can get one more dose of Britannia in 
Bay Ridge with Irish-inflected rock-
ers the Canny Brothers, during Irish 
Night (Tuesday, Aug. 25) in Shore 
Road Park (79th Street and Shore 
Road) at 7 pm.

Insomniac artist paints autobiographical comics

Art all night: Cartoonist Leslie Stein, creator of “Bright-Eyed at 
Midnight,” spent the wee hours of 2014 painting watercolor 
comics about her life. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

WAKING LIFE

Bay Ridge battles a British invasion!
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This Sept. 11 Brook-
lynites will remember — 
and they will find comfort in 
music.

Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help will host a 9-11 tribute 
in its auditorium, featuring 
the original work of Brook-
lynite Rosalie Commentucci 
O’Hara and her new song, 
“United As One – Ode to Sep-
tember 11th.”

Appearing on the same 
venue with her are singing 
sensations Jay Siegel’s To-
kens and Stan Zizka’s Del-
Satins. With a line-up like 
this, even The Lion won’t 
sleep that night.

O’Hara, an artist who has 
written hundreds of songs, 
watched the horror of 9-11 
unfold from her downtown 
window.

“I cried with the rest of 
the city,” she says. She’d 
wipe the daily dust that 
somehow entered her home 
through closed window. But 
there was nothing she could 
do about that horrible burn-
ing smell that lingered. Driv-
ing along             the highway 
to her day job at Elmhurst 
Hospital, she would glimpse 

at the empty hole in the sky-
line where the Towers once 
stood. She would think of 
her cousin, firefighter Carl 
Bini of Staten Island’s Res-
cue 5, one of the heroes who 
lost his life that day.

And O’Hara was inspired 
to write about all of it. She 
recorded a song that was 
put on the back burner for 
a while until she perfected 
it. Sometimes, when things 
are that raw, it does take a 
while. On Sept. 11, 2015 she 
will sing that original piece, 
a song with background mu-
sic that includes two trum-
pets, a piano, saxophones, 
an organ, drums, and more. 
Her two sisters —  Janet 

Pascale, who also lives in 
the borough, and Lily Bi-
fone, who is making her way 
here from Kentucky — will 
perform on stage with her. 
Joining the ladies will be 
their brother, Gabe Com-
mentucci, commuting from 
Queens. In addition, O’Hara 
will perform five other origi-
nal songs. One, she hints, is 
about the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway.

One of the evening’s other 
performers, Jay Siegel, grew 
up in Brighton Beach, and at-
tended Lincoln High School. 
It was there that he met Neil 
Sedaka, one of the original 
members of The Tokens.

“I had the best childhood, 

growing up in Brooklyn,” 
says Siegel, who remembers 
fondly many good meals at 
Lundy’s. The doo-wop singer 
married a Brooklyn girl, 
and they’ve been together 
for 53 years.

On Sept. 11, he plans to 
perform hits like, “The Lion 
Sleeps Tonight,” transport-
ing the audience back to a 
time of innocence, long be-
fore the word “terrorism” 
was part of our vocabulary.

“We want people to come 
away smiling,” he says. “We 
want them to feel young 
again.”

Stan Zizka and The Del-
Satins are remembered for 
their hit, “Teardrops Follow 

Me,” as well as their har-
monies that were featured 
on hit records for Dion and 
other famous artists.

Tickets for the show are 
$55. VIP seating is $80, and 
includes an after-party, dur-
ing which you can meet and 
mingle with the performers, 
pose for photos, and ask for 
autographs. Hors d’oeuvres 
will be served.

Sept. 11 Tribute at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help (5902 
Sixth Ave. between 59th and 
60th streets in Bay Ridge). 
The show starts at 7 pm. Tick-
ets may be purchased at sep-
tember11tribute.brownpa-
pertickets.com, or call (888) 
540–8880.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Moving Sept. 11 concert at Our Lady of Perpetual Help

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

Complete Menu online: www.Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$2299

FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER

$1099

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPON ONLY WITH COUPON ONLYEXP. 8/31/15 EXP. 8/31/15

COUPON

LOBSTERS 

WITH COUPON ONLY

$1099
LB

EXP. 8/31/15

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org



COURIER LIFE, AUG. 21-27, 201530    24-7

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, AUG. 21
EVENT, WWE MEET AND 

GREET: $125. 10 am–5 
pm. 

SAT, AUG. 22
TALK, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM PANEL: $75 
($200 VIP). 10 am.

SUN, AUG 23
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $30.50–$530.50. 
7:30 pm.

MON, AUG 24
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $25.50–
$130.50. 7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 26
MUSIC, LEGACY OF 

HOPE CONCERT, WITH 
ROBIN THICKE AND 
COMMON: $35.50–
$95.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 12
MUSIC, SCORPIONS, 

QUEENSRYCHE: 
$47.50–$149.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 19
MUSIC, MADONNA: 

$45.50–$360.50. 8 pm.

MON, SEP 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: $20–
$245. 7 pm.

WED, SEP 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. NEW 
JERSEY DEVILS: $20–
$245. 7 pm.

FRI, SEP 25
MUSIC, R. KELLY: $60.50–

$130.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 26
MUSIC, ARIANA 

GRANDE: $35.50–$695. 
7:30 pm.

SUN, SEP 27
MUSIC, ARIANA 

GRANDE: $35.50–$695. 
7:30 pm.

MON, SEP 28
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
$20–$245. 7 pm.

WED, OCT 7
MUSIC, DOCTOR WHO 

SYMPHONIC SPECTAC-
ULAR: $50.50–$140.50. 
3 pm and 7:30 pm.

THU, OCT 8
MUSIC, MARC ANTHONY 

AND CARLOS VIVES: 
$76.50–$232.50.  8 pm.

FRI, OCT 9
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS CHI-
CAGO BLACKHAWKS: 
$170–$1,175. 7 pm.

MON, OCT 12
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS WIN-
NIPEG JETS: $35–$365. 
1 pm.

TUE, OCT 13
MUSIC, THE LEGEND OF 

ZELDA — SYMPHONY 
OF THE GODDESSES 
MASTER QUEST: 
$44.50–$97.50.  8 pm.

THU, OCT 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS NASH-
VILLE PREDATORS: 
$25–$310. 7 pm.

FRI, OCT 16
TALK, A NIGHT OF HOPE 

WITH JOEL OSTEEN: 
$15. 7:30 pm.

SAT, OCT 17
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS SAN 
JOSE SHARKS: $50–
$500. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, AUG. 21
ART, IN SEARCH OF ONE 

CITY — SENSING (IN)
EQUALITY: “In Search” is 
a multimedia exhibition 
exploring artists’ roles 
in investigating, navigat-
ing and mitigating income 
inequality. Free. 3–6 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

SOCCER REGISTRATION: 
For boys and girls ages 6 
to 16 who are interested 
in joining a league for 
the 2015-2016 season. 10 
am–noon. Federation Ital-
ian American Org. (FIAO) 
[7403 18th Ave. at 74th 
Street in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 259–2828]. 

GARAGE DOOR VIDEO 
SERIES: Neil Goldberg’s 
Wind Tunnel is an intimate 
portrait of the New York 
City subway system cap-
turing the movement of 
people’s hair thrown by 
the powerful blast of air 
that precedes an oncom-
ing train. Free. 10 am–6 
pm. BRIC [647 Fulton St. 
at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5600]. 

MILS TRILLS: Live in concert 
with her funky brand of 
kids’ rock and roll. Suitable 
for children 3–11 years 
old. Free. 2 pm. Gerritsen 
Beach Public Library [2808 
Gerritsen Ave. between 
Bartlett Place and Gotham 
Avenue in Gerritsen Beach, 
(718) 368–1435], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

MUSIC, THE 10TH BROOK-
LYN COUNTRY MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: Featuring 
Gangstagrass, Andy Fried-
man & The Other Fail-
ures, Your Ex-Girlfriends, 
Susquehanna Tool & In-
dustrial Die Co., Aron Blue 
& the Bootleggers, and 
Julia Haltigan. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 6 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

ART, “OUTSIDE ROOTS” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
Lorenzo Sanjuans looks 
how creativity can arise 
out of rediscovering child-
hood innocence. Free. 6–9 
pm. Ground Floor Gallery 
[343 Fifth St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (917) 822–2112]. 

FILM, “BLACK ROSE” WINE 
RECEPTION: Meet the 
cast and crew of this up-
coming short fi lm, see the 
movie trailer, and enjoy 
some wine. Proceeds 
go towards fi nishing the 
movie. $15. 6–10 pm. 
South Oxford Space (138 
S. Oxford St., between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue in Fort Greene), 
www.madrunprojects.com. 

THEATER, “TEACH IT RIGHT, 
OR, RIGHT TO TEACH”: 
A musicial about the chal-
lenges of the NYC school 
system. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Coney Island Boardwalk 
(Coney Island Boardwalk 
at W. 10th Street in Coney 
Island), www.jsnyc.com. 

MEXICAN FASHION, ART, 
AND DESIGN: Proyectos 
Unidos Mexicanos pres-
ents 40 designers and 19 
artists showing the diver-
sity of Mexican design. 
7–10pm. Wythe Hotel (80 

Wythe Ave., between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg). 

THEATER, “BEFORE YOU 
GET TOO FAR AFIELD”: 
Three actresses play 12 
roles in this epic three-
part operetta by Cara 
Scarmack. The piece is a 
meditation on imprison-
ment, transformation, and 
the need to go away and 
get lost every now and 
then. $15. 8 pm. Jack (505 
Waverly Ave. between Ful-
ton Street and Atlantic Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 

FILM, CELLULOID SÉANCE: 
An evening of short, ex-
perimental fi lms, including 
“Sweep” by Mark Street, 
fi lmed in Carroll Gardens. 
Free. 8 pm. Court Tree 
Collective [371 Court St. 
between Carroll Street 
and First Place in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 422–7806], 
www.courttree.com. 

MUSIC, ANDREW MUN-
SEY QUINTET: $15. 8:30 
pm. Ibeam Music Studio 
(168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus), www.ibeam-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, BLAZES: Neon-
striped superhero rocker 
Blazes lights up Coney 
Island at this free show. 
Free. 8:30 pm. Surf Pa-
vilion (3029 Stillwell Ave. 
between Surf Avenue and 
the Boardwalk in Coney 
Island). 

FRIDAY NIGHT FIREWORKS: 
Free. 9:30 pm. Coney Is-
land Boardwalk. 

BURLESQUE ON THE 
BEACH — MAIM THAT 
TUNE: An ironic striptease 
show performed to terri-
ble, terrible songs, hosted 
by Fancy Feast. $15. 10 
pm. Sideshows by the Sea-
shore [1208 Surf Ave. be-
tween W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

SAT, AUG. 22
TOUR, HUNT FOR PURPLE-

FLOWERING RASPBER-
RIES IN PROSPECT PARK: 
“Wildman” Steve Brill 
leads a foraging tour of 
Prospect Park. $20 ($10 
children). 11:45 am. Grand 

Army Plaza (Union Street 
between Flatbush Avenue 
and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, COMPLETE, OCTA-
GRAPE, HONEY RADAR: 
Free. 2–6 pm. Union Pool 
[484 Union Ave. at Meeker 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 609–0484], www.
union-pool.com. 

MUSIC, THE 10TH BROOK-
LYN COUNTRY MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: Featuring The 
Defi bulators, The Western 
Caravan Featuring Thirsty 
Dave, Zephaniah & The 18 
Wheelers, Lil’ Mo & The 
Monicats, Terry Radigan, 
Bob Jones & Jon Sholle, 
Sean Kershaw & the New 
Jack Ramblers, Lindy Loo 
& Her Lucky Fellers, and 
The CasHank Hootenanny 
Jamboree. $25 ($20 in ad-
vance). 3 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

THEATER, “BEFORE YOU 
GET TOO FAR AFIELD”: 8 
pm. See Friday, Aug. 21. 

THEATER, “SEUSSICAL THE 
MUSICAL”: Narrows Com-
munity Theater presents 
its theatrical twist on the 
tales of Dr. Suess. $20 ($10 
children). 8 pm. Fort Ham-
ilton Army Base Theater 
[101st St. at Fort Hamilton 
Parkway in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 482–3173], www.Nar-
rowsCommunityTheater.
com. 

MUSIC, SOFA TALVIK: Swed-
ish folk and Americana 
artist Sofi a Talvik kicks off 
her US tour. Free. 9 pm. 
The Shop (234 Starr St. 
between Wyckoff and Ir-
ving avenues in Bushwick), 
theshopbrooklyn.com. 

ART, DISPLAY OF 85 REVO-
LUTIONARY WAR FLAGS: 
Free. 7 am–7 pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-
wood.com. 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
FAIR: Entertainment, ex-
hibitors, health screen-
ings and giveaways. Free. 
10 am–4 pm. Cumberland 
Diagnostic and Treatment 
Center [100 N. Portland 
Ave. between Aubrun 
Place and Park Avenue in 

Fort Greene, (718) 260–
7572]. 

BACK-2-SCHOOL BACK-
PACK DRIVE: Faith Wor-
ship Center Inc. hosts a 
day of live entertainment, 
face-painting, and much 
more. School supplies will 
be given away while sup-
plies last. Free. 10 am. 
Grace Playground [Ver-
mont St. between Pitkin 
and Belmont avenues in 
East New York, (718) 566–
0701], www.faithworship-
centerinc.org. 

MEXICAN FASHION, ART, 
AND DESIGN: 11 am–6 
pm. See Friday, Aug. 21. 

DANCE RECITAL: Tap toe, 
modern ballet, and fl a-
menco. Free. 1 pm. Car-
mine Carro Community 
Center (3000 Filmore Ave. 
at Marine Parkway in Ma-
rine Park). 

READING, DANA WAR-
RIOR: Wife of the wres-
tling legend, Dana Warrior 
celebrates her new book 
“The Ultimate Warrior: A 
Life Lived “Forever”: The 
legend of a WWE Hero.” 
Free. 3–5 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

READING, “PWEZI AK MIZIK 
ANBA TONÈL” (A NIGHT 
OF POETRY AND MUSIC): 
Haiti Cultural Exchange 
presents a tribute to the 
pioneers of Haitian Creole 
Poetry. $10 Suggested 
Donation. 6–9 pm. Shape-
shifter Lab [18 Whitwell 
Place, between Carroll and 
First streets in Gowanus, 
(646) 820–9452], www.
shapeshifterlab.com. 

COMEDY, POP AMERI-
CANO 2: Brandon Col-
lins and Mike Brown host 
this night of pop culture 
humor, incorporating news 
clips, sound bites and 
funny anecdotes. $12 ($8 
in advance). 7 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

SUN, AUG. 23
THEATER, “SEUSSICAL THE 

MUSICAL”: 2 pm. See Sat-
urday, Aug. 22. 

MUSIC, GHOST: 2 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, THE 10TH BROOK-
LYN COUNTRY MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: Featuring Ram-
blin’ Jack Elliot, Mamie 
Minch, Jan Bell & the May-
belles, The Third Wheel 
Band, Abby Hollander 
Band, Demolition String 
Band, and Sheriff & The 
Goodtimers. $30 ($25 in 
advance). 3 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

EVERGREENS CEMETERY 
WALKING TOUR: Free. 
11:30 am. Evergeen Cem-
etery [1629 Bushwick Ave. 
at Conway Street in Bush-
wick, (718) 455–5300], 
www.theevergreenscem-
etery.com. 

DANCE CLASS AND COCK-
TAILS WITH TEDDY TED-
HOLM: Teddy Tedholm 
(“So You Think You Can 
Dance”) hosts an evening 

Below the belt: Champion wrestler John Cena will fight off 
challengers at Barclays Center on Aug. 24. 
 Associated Press / Don Feria

Bright lights: The mysterious superhero and rock star Blazes 
performs at Coney Island on Aug. 21. Raymond Adams
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of contemporary dance for 
all levels. Dress to move! 
Free. 8:30 pm. Kickstarter 
(58 Kent St. between West 
and Franklin streets in 
Greenpoint), www.kick-
starter.com. 

MON, AUG. 24
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. HUDSON 
VALLEY RENEGADES: 
$10. 7 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

READING, BOOTS RILEY: 
The poet, rapper, and 
political activist discusses 
how art and politics fuel 
one another in “Tell Home-
land Security – We Are the 
Bomb.” Free. 7–9 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

COMEDY, ASK ME AN-
OTHER: A rambunctious 
hour of brainteasers, 
comedy and music. With 
guests Sonia Manzano and 
Emilio Delgado. $25 ($20 
in advance). 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

TUES, AUG. 25
BATTLE OF BROOKLYN 

NEIGHBORHOOD WALK: 
Join archaeology profes-
sor William J. Parry for a 
walk exploring key sites 
in the Battle of Brooklyn, 
the fi rst major battle of 
the American Revolution. 
Wear comfortable shoes. 
Meet at the Grand Army 
Plaza entrance to Prospect 
Park. $12. 6pm. Grand 
Army Plaza (Union Street 
between Flatbush Avenue 
and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope). 

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY 
ROOFTOP EVENT: Focus 
Camera and Sony present 
an interactive photography 
workshop, with a chance 
to use the Sony A7 camera 
series. Also offering hors 
d’oeuvres and an open bar. 
RSVP at rsvp@focuscam-
era.com or text ‘Sony’ to 
670-76. Free. 6 pm. W Loft 
[240 Kent Ave. at N. First 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 310–3040], www.
thewloft.com. 

HOMEOWNER AND FLOOD 
INSURANCE CLINIC: Do 
you have questions about 
your homeowners policy or 
fl ood insurance? Come to 
our free month clinic to get 
some answers. To RSVP, 
call (212) 519–2571 or 
email elizabeth_malone@
nhsnyc.org. 6 pm. Neigh-
borhood Housing Services 
(9715 Ave. L at Rockaway 
Parkway, second fl oor, in 
Canarsie). 

READING, BRENNA EH-
RLICH: The founder of the 
small press and record 
label All Ages, presents 
her debut novel, “Placid 
Girl.” Free. 7 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, LAUBROCK, 
JOHNSON, JOHNSON 
& TAKEISHI; JASMINE 
LOVELL-SMITH’S TOWER-
ING POPPIES: $15. 8:30 

pm. Ibeam Music Studio 
(168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus), www.ibeam-
brooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, SOFT SPOT 
COMEDY: Comics Clau-
dia Cogan and Brendan 
McLaughlin gather a few 
of their favorite stand-up 
comedians. $5. 8:30 pm. 
Threes Brewing [333 Doug-
lass St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 522–2110], 
www.threesbrewing.com/
eventscalendar. 

WED, AUG. 26
HISTORIC TROLLEY TOUR 

OF GREEN-WOOD CEM-
ETERY: Tour takes about 
two hours. Reservations 
are recommended. $15. 
1 pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

MUSIC, WYATT, MY MID-
NIGHT HEART: Part of the 
“Garden Groove” series, 
presented by BAM. Free. 
5 pm. Garden of Hope 
(392 Hancock St. between 
Marcus Garvey Boule-
vard and Throop Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant), 
www.bam.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. HUDSON 
VALLEY RENEGADES: 
$10. 7 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th Street 
in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

FILM, “KEY LARGO”: Free 
screeningas part of the 
“Bogart and Bacall Movie 
Night.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
Garden of Hope (392 Han-
cock St. between Marcus 
Garvey Boulevard and 
Throop Avenue in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant), www.
bam.org. 

COMEDY, THE BIG TERRIFIC 
COMEDY SHOW: Standup 
comedy, hosted by Max 
Silvestri. Free. 8 pm. 
Cameo Gallery [93 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–1180], 
www.cameony.net. 

THURS, AUG. 27
SENIOR TAI-CHI: Free Tai-

Chi class for seniors. Free. 
11 am. Park Slope Senior 
Center [463A Seventh St. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 832–3726]. 

FREE HOURS: Children enjoy 
the museum free of charge 
on Thursdays in the sum-
mer! Free. 2 pm to 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

MUSIC, ORACLE ROOM: 
“Live At the Archway” pres-
ents avant garde indie pop 
act Oracle Room. Free. 6–8 
pm. Archway Plaza (Water 
Street between Anchorage 
Place and Adams Street in 
Dumbo). 

FILM, “DIE HARD”: Syfy 
Movies with a View pres-
ents music at 6 pm, with 
movies starting at sun-
down. Free. 6 pm. Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, Harbor 
View Lawn (Furman Street 
at Old Fulton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights), www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: $10. 7 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. at 
W. 17th Street in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

FRI, AUG. 28
ART, IN SEARCH OF ONE 

CITY: Sensing (In)equal-
ity: 3–6 pm. See Friday, 
Aug. 21. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: $10. 7 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

FILM, DAN SAVAGE’S 
HUMP! FILM FESTIVAL: A 
festival of short amateur 
porn movies, representing 
the full spectrum of sexu-
alities and fetishes. $25. 
7 pm and 9 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

FAMILY CAMPING: Families 
enjoy the great outdoors 
under the starts for a slee-
pover. Tents are provided, 
space is limited; chosen by 
lottery. Free. 7 pm to 7 am. 
Marine Park [East 36th St. 
and Avenue U in Marine 
Park, (718) 421–2021], ny-
cgovparks.org. 

THEATER, “SEUSSICAL THE 
MUSICAL”: 8 pm. See Sat-
urday, Aug. 22. 

BURLESQUE ON THE 
BEACH — WORLD FA-
MOUS BOB’S DRAG 
RACE: $15. 10 pm. Side-
shows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between 
W. 12th Street and Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

SAT, AUG. 29
THEATER, COLORS OF 

COMMUNITY: An evening 
of theater that focuses on 
social issues that divide 
communities followed by 
a discussion. Suggested 
donation. 6 pm. MoCADA 
[80 Hanson Pl. at South 
Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 230–0952], 
www.mocada.org. 

WAKU WAKU: A new Japa-
nese pop culture festival, 
bringing together the 
worlds of anime, manga, 
music, food, fi lm, and 
fashion. $15–$65. 10 am. 
Brooklyn Expo Center [72 
Noble St. at Franklin Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 951–
4500]. www.wakuwakunyc.
com.

SOAP BOX DERBY: Watch 
children hurtle down 
17th Street in funky, eco-
friendly contraptions at the 
eighth annual Open Source 
Soap Box Derby! Free. 
Noon. Open Source Gal-
lery [306 17th St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (315) 
382–7398], open-source-
gallery.org/koko. 

FILM, GHOUL-A-GO-GO: 
The black-and-white mash-
up of horror show hosts 
and kids’ dance show has 
a special screening. $10. 
8:30 pm. Coney Island Mu-
seum [1208 Surf Ave. be-
tween W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

@ The Fort Hamilton Army Base Theater
101st Street & Fort Hamilton Parkway (ID Required)

BUT TICKETS IN ADVANCE AND SAVE $5
$20 Adults / $15 Seniors & Students / $10 Children 12 & under

TICKETS AT THE DOOR
$25 Adults / $20 Seniors & Students / $15 Children 12 & under

For Tickets Email: NCT@NCTheaterNY.com
Call the NCT Hotline: 718-482-3173

Visit our Website: www.NCTheaterNY.com

Show Dattess:
Saturday, Auggusst 2222 @@ 88:000 ppm
Sunday, AAugguust 233rdd @@ 22:000 pm
Friday, Auuguust 228tth @ 8::000 ppm
Saturday, AAuuguustt 229thh @@ 22:000 & 8:00 pm
Sunday, AAugguust 300thh @@ 22:000 pm

Book by Lyynn AAhrrens andd Steephen  Flahhertty
Music by SStephhenn Flaaherrty
Lyrics by Lyynn Ahrrenss
Co-Conceiivedd by Ericc Idlle
Based on thhe wworrkks oof Drr. Seeusss

Directoorr  - JJassoon GGootaay
Choreographer - Lane Halperin

Music Director - Justin Ward Weber

Stage Manager - Kristen Calabrese
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GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED
LIVEUNITED.ORG

BY GIVING JUST A FEW HOURS OF MY DAY

A LIFETIME OF LEARNING
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• ‘She is one of the best 
guards in the city. She 
had a chance to prove it.’

• ‘My all-around 
game has gotten a 
lot better.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Travis Atson will be starting 
over again as he comes to the 
fi nish of his college recruit-
ment.

The Greenpoint native and 
former Christ the King wing 
transferred to South Kent 
(Conn.) after a stellar junior 
season. With the tuition rate 
doubling at South Kent for a 
postgraduate student, Atson 
chose to fi nd a new home be-
fore heading off to college next 
fall. 

Atson, who plans to com-
mit to a college in October, 
will play at Notre Dame Prep 
(Mass.) for the coming year. 
The 6-foot-5 guard believes 
the time away from home will 
further prepare him for col-
lege life as he gets set to decide 
where he will spend the next 
four years. 

“It gives me a better feel for 
being away from home and go-
ing to college,” Atson said.

He took an offi cial visit to 
UC Santa Barbara this week, 
and heads to Tulsa on Sept. 
18. Atson also plans on visit-
ing DePaul. He is coming off 
a strong travel ball summer 
with the PSA Cardinals, one 
of the top teams on the Nike 
Circuit. 

Atson was named to the All-
Peach Jam third team in July 
after averaging 15.3 points per 
game and 5.2 rebounds while 
shooting 50 percent from the 
fi eld. He has consistently put 
up 20 points per contest at lo-
cal tournaments such as the 
Tri-State Classic and Dyck-
man. Atson said he is more 
versatile now that he has more 
confi dence in his ability to 
score from the outside. 

“My all-around game has 
gotten a lot better,” Atson said. 
“I am not one-dimensional 
anymore.”

There is room for improve-

ment with one more season to 
go before he heads off to col-
lege. Atson believes he is a 
better defender than he was a 
year ago, but knows his skills 
on the perimeter still need to 
advance. He wants to be a bet-
ter ball handler and shoot the 
ball better than he’s doing 
now.

“I can still get better at ev-
erything, especially my ball 
handling,” Atson said.

Esteemed basketball tal-
ent evaluator Tom Konchal-
ski said Atson would have 
no problem playing at Santa 
Barbara, DePaul or Tulsa. 
He’s seen Atson get better, but 
wants him improve his lateral 

movement to increase his abil-
ity to defend quicker players 
on the perimeter. Adding to 
Atson’s own guard skills can 
also make him harder to de-
fend.   

“He has to get better at put-
ting the ball to the fl oor and 
creating his own offense, but 
he is a good player” Konchal-
ski said.  

Atson is set to take on the 
challenge of getting himself 
ready to head to college — a re-
ality that is quickly approach-
ing. 

“It feels weird,” Atson said. 
“I never thought it would be 
here, and it is here now, so I’m 
excited.”

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
Kerri Gallagher is preparing 
for the biggest race of her ca-
reer. 

The former Bishop Kear-
ney and Fordham University 
star is racing in the 1,500 me-
ters for Team USA at the In-
ternational Association of 
Athletics Federations World 
Championships in Beijing 
on Aug. 22, and has herself 
ready to give her best.

“Training has been going 
really well,” Gallagher said. 
“I had the opportunity to get 
some good workouts in after 
coming back from Europe. At 
this point it is all about main-
taining fi tness and staying 
confi dent, which I think I am 
doing a good job with.”

Gallagher, who runs for 
team Oiselle and New York 
Athletic Club throughout the 
year, quit her job as a fi nan-
cial planner at Morgan Stan-
ley in 2011. Now she is with 
the rest of the US Track and 
Field team training in Na-
rita, Japan, for the champi-
onships. She is pretty calm 
and focused even as the race 

nears.
“It’s a new experience 

making this type of time and 
cultural adjustment, but ev-
eryone here in Narita has 
been overwhelmingly wel-
coming,” she said.

After qualifying for 
Worlds, Gallagher com-
peted in the 1,500 in the Di-
amond League race in Mo-
naco. There she ran 4:06.07, 
one of her better times of 
the season, against some of 
the world’s top runners. Gal-
lagher took gold in her fi nal 
tune up by winning the 800 
at the Jentendo International 
in 2:04.04. She is soaking up 
the experience she earned.

“Particularly in Monaco, 
it was very humbling and 
exciting to be able to line up 
in a fi eld like that and really 
test my racing,” she said. “It 
made me that more excited to 
keep pushing my boundaries 
and to compete at Worlds.”

Following the Diamond 
League race, Gallagher took 
a break from competition 
and worked at the Ameri-

— Medgar Evers coach Mike Toro on Jai Moore — Travis Atson on his improvements

Continued on page 36

REPRESENTING USA: Former Fordham standout Kerri Gallagher will 
be running the 1,500 meters for Team USA at the IAAF World Champi-
onship this weekend in China.  Fordham Athletics

HIGH RISER: Greenpoint native Travis Atson is down to a choice Santa 
Barbara, DePaul and Tulsa for his college destination.  
 Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Competing from 
Brooklyn to Beijing

G’Pointer prepares 
for college life

Living away from home to get a feel for dorming
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State College 9
Cyclones 0
Aug. 14 at MCU Park

The Cyclones were held to 
four hits in an embarrassing 
9–0 loss to State College as the 
Spikes swept three games at 
MCU Park.

Edioglis Villasmil took the 
loss, giving up two runs in fi ve 
innings.

The Spikes took a fi rst-in-
ning lead as Craig Aikin dou-
bled, advanced to third on a 
ground ball and scored on a 
Brandon Brosher passed ball 
with two outs.

State College added an-
other run in the fourth. 
Thomas Spitz led off with a 
single. Still on fi rst with two 
outs, Spitz stole second and 
then advanced to third on a 
wild pitch. After Jose Godoy 
drew a walk, Cole Lankford’s 
single scored Spitz to make it 
2–0.

Tom Gamboa called on 
Brandon Welch to pitch the 
sixth inning.

With runners on second 
and third and two outs, Ron-
nierd Garcia’s double to right 
gave the Spikes a 4–0 lead.

Jose Celas was brought in 
to pitch the seventh and faced 
control problems that have 
plagued his season.

Celas walked two and gave 
up an infi eld single, bringing 
Jhohan Acevedo to the plate 
with the bases loaded and one 
out.

Acevedo doubled to left 
to make it 6–0. After Celas 
walked his third batter of the 
inning, Gamboa called on Ty 
Williams to get out of the jam.

Williams issued a bases 
loaded walk to Cole Lankford 
and then uncorked a wild pitch 
as the lead increased to 8-0.

State College added a fi nal 
run in the eighth on a run-
scoring single from Acevedo.

Jacob Evans picked up the 
win, shitting out Brooklyn on 
two hits over six innings.

The Cyclones one-through-
seven hitters went a combined 
one-for-25. Alfredo Reyes was 
the line bright spot with two 
hits.

Hudson Valley 7
Cyclones 1
Aug. 15 at MCU Park

The Cyclones were held to 
two hits as Brooklyn fell to last 
place in the McNamara Divi-
sion with a 7–1 loss to Hudson 
Valley.

The Cyclones actually 
took a 1–0 lead in the fi fth in-
ning as Manuel Hilario tri-
pled with one out and scored 
on a Michael Velasquez wild 
pitch. It was the only run Ve-
lasquez gave up in fi ve innings 
of work.

All-Star Gaby Almonte 
struggled with control early, 
walking the bases loaded in 
the fi rst and hitting a batter in 
the second.

The Renegades put run-
ners on the corners with back 
to back singles to begin the 
inning. A strikeout gave Al-
monte the chance to get out of 
the inning with a double play 
but a wild pitch but the run-
ners at second and third.

Michael Russell’s double 
scored both runs and gave 
Hudson Valley a 2–1 lead.

After another strikeout, 
Hector Montes doubled to 
score Russell.

Tom Gamboa came out to 
replace Almonte. Although 
offi cially out of the game, Al-
monte was ejected by home 
plate umpire Matt Scott. The 
starter was unhappy with the 
strike zone and also wondered 
if one of the doubles had gone 
over the bag or was foul.

Ruben Reyes gave up a run 
in the sixth as Jose Paez sin-
gled, stole second and scored 
on Danny De La Calle’s single 
to make it 4–1.

Johnny Magliozzi entered 
in the seventh and immedi-
ately got himself into trouble.

The reliever walked Russell 
and have up a single to Joe Mc-
Carthy. Both runners scored 
on Hector Montes’ double as 
the lead increased to 6–1.

Montes moved to third on 
a wild pitch and scored on a 
groundout to make it 7–1.

Christopher Crisotomo and 
Reece Karalus each pitched 
two scoreless innings for the 

Renegades. The Cyclones 
couldn’t muster a hit over the 
fi nal four innings.

Brooklyn fell to last place 
with the loss.

Hudson Valley 3
Cyclones 2
Aug. 16 at MCU Park

All-Star Alex Palsha blew 
his fi rst save of the season — 
and gave up his fi rst run — as 
the Cyclones lost to Hudson 
Valley in 11 innings.

It was the fi rst time that the 
25–30 Cyclones lost when lead-
ing after eight innings, and 
the fi rst time Palsha has failed 
to close a game. But the loss 
wasn’t a shock to the team’s 
skipper, who watched the closer 
toss nearly 20 scoreless innings 
before fi nally blowing one.

“Palsha has been fl awless but 
it’s ludicrous to think that some-
body’s going to pitch a whole 
season and not give up a run,” 
manager Tom Gamboa said. 
“Everybody in that room just as-
sumes that when they come in 
come in it’s going to be zeroes.”

Brooklyn scored twice in 
the second but was shutout for 
the fi nal nine innings, and fell 
to fi ve game under .500 for the 
fi rst time this year, upsetting 
the manager.

“We took it to a new low 
on this home stand,” Gamboa 
said. “I look in the notes and 
I see we’re setting all kinds of 
negative records.”

After leaving the bases 
loaded in the fi rst, the Cyclones 
got to Travis Ott in the second.

Jose Garcia was hit by a 
pitch and moved to third on 
Zach Mathieu’s double off the 
left fi eld wall.

Enmanuel Zabala’s single 
scored Garcia, and Mathieu 
scored on a double play.

It looked like two runs 
as Andrew Church cruised 
through the fi rst six innings 
allowing only a single and a 
hit batter.

Michael Russell led off the 
seventh with an opposite fi eld 
double off the right fi eld wall. 
Church recovered and got Joe 
McCarthy to fl y out to center, 
which kept Russell at second.

Russell advanced to third 
on a Hector Montes ground out. 
With two outs in the sixth, Gam-
boa made a somewhat surpris-
ing decision to remove Church 
in favor of Craig Missigman.

The skipper explained his 
decision with three points, 
bulletted below for your con-
venience:

• Taylor and Palsha had not 
pitched in fi ve days and, with 
the two-day All-Star break a 
day away, Gamboa knew they 
were throwing the eighth and 
ninth, and one inning of work 
would benefi t Missigman.

• In each of Church’s previ-
ous outings he falters when the 
manager pushed him too far.

• Matt Dacey was due up, 
and he took Church some 412 
feet in his previous at-bat.

But Missigman struggled 
with his control, walking Dacey. 
Then Hudson Valley scored on 
a passed ball by Jose Garcia. 
Another Missigman walk put 
runners on fi rst and second.

The Cyclones caught a break 
when Dacey was caught steal-
ing third to end the inning.

Corey Taylor pitched a per-
fect eighth and Palsha came 
on to close it out in the ninth.

The Clones skipper had a bad 
feeling about his All-Star closer.

“I had bad vibes,” he said. 
Gamboa’s concerns were 

well found as Palsha surren-
dered a leadoff single to Jake 

Cronenworth.
Michael Russell attempted 

to bunt Cronenworth over but 
the bunt was taken off after he 
fouled the fi rst attempt off.

Cronenworth stole second 
and scored on Russell’s triple 
to right to tie the game at two.

Joe McCarthy reached on 
catcher’s interference and 
stole second.

Things looked dire as 
Palsha fell behind 2–0 on Hec-
tor Montes, but the reliever 
recovered to get Montes on a 
ground out with the infi eld 
in. After an intentional walk, 
Palsha struck out back to back 
Renegades to preserve the tie.

The Cyclones had a chance 
to win in the bottom of the ninth 
as Zabala was hit by a pitch with 
one out and stole second.

Alfredo Reyes fl ew out 
and pinch-hitter Vinny Siena 
struck out to end the threat.

Tucker Tharp led off the 10th 
with a walk and stole second but 
Jeff Diehl, Brandon Brosher and 
Jose Garcia struck out as the 
game entered the 11th inning.

With Nicco Blank on the 
mound, Russell reached sec-
ond on an error by David 
Thompson.

“I think Thompson got 
caught thinking about his hit-
ting on defense and the ball 
just exploded on him because 
he makes that play 99 times 
out of 100,” Gamboa said.

CRUISE CONTROL: Andrew Church cruised through the fi rst six innings 
of Aug. 16’s game against Hudson Valley allowing only a single and a hit 
batter. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

First to worst! 
Clones fall 5 under
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SPORTS

$2,500up to 

BRING IN THIS VOUCHER TODAY!

To be used towards your 
����������	
���
������
��������������������
Voucher has no cash value and cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Current vehicle must be in equity position. All current incentives assigned to 
dealer. See store for details. Offer Expires 8/31/2015.

2740 Nostrand Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11210

Attention Local Residents! 
YOU MAY NOT HAVE TO MAKE YOUR NEXT TWO CAR PAYMENTS, 
come let Plaza Auto Mall make them for you!
��������	
����������	������������������������������������������������������	�����������������	������������� ���
that’s valid now through August 31st ������!���	����	"�������#����$%�&''�������
������(��
����������#������
������
you buy from us! Come check out our huge inventory of Hondas, Hyundais, Toyotas, Kias and Acuras…as well as 
over 300 pre-owned cars! We are Brooklyn’s largest auto dealership, and that means if you need credit, WE CAN 
SHOW YOU AN APPROVAL!

�����*������������
��	���������������������(�"�������	��
����+�
�������"�����	��.���*���/�����#���
��24�+4��
!�������	
�	
����	���
��
	�	"����� ���������5#	��
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��67st! Please call to schedule an appointment today at 
89&&:%9';%%%9/

Tony Urrutia
General Manager
Plaza Auto Mall
2740 Nostrand Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11210
(855)280-2228

s15203ld
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The draw of playing at 
home one fi nal time 
was too strong for Ca-

hiem Brown to turn away.
The Coney Island native 

left a talented St. Raymond 
boys’ basketball team in 
the Bronx to play his se-
nior year for his neigh-
borhood school Lincoln. It 
gives him a chance to ful-
fi ll a dream of bringing an-
other Public School Ath-
letic League city crown to 
the school, and play for his 
family and friends.

“It feels great knowing 
that I can play in front of ev-
erybody I grew up with, ev-
erybody that I am around,” 
he said. “I have a great feel-
ing about this year.”

It wasn’t an easy choice 
to leave a Ravens roster 
that is one of the best in the 
Catholic league and team-
mates he has played with 
in one way or the other 
since the seventh grade. St. 
Raymond lost in the Arch-
diocesan fi nal last season 
and in the intersectional 
quarterfi nals. He averaged 
17.8 points per game for St. 
Ray’s as a junior. 

“I have a close relation-
ship with all the guys on 
that team,” Brown said.

It’s been a smooth tran-
sition so far competing 
with Lincoln in summer 
leagues such as Smart-
ball and EBC Rucker 
Park. Brown’s cousin Don-
ald Flores plays for the 
Railsplitters, and Brown 
knows many of the players 
already just from growing 
up in Coney Island. 

“You are not coming to 
strangers,” Lincoln coach 
Kenny Pretlow said of 
Brown’s new teammates. 

The 6-foot-3 Brown, who 
has interest from Mon-
mouth, Cleveland State, 
and Hofstra, gives the Rail-
splitters a much-needed 
dose of size and scoring 
with the graduation of cen-
ter Greg Poleon and shoot-
ing guard Ezekiel Charles. 
Lincoln also found out ris-
ing sophomore Paul Per-
son has transferred to Hoo-
sac in Upstate New York. 
Brown’s ability to score, 

run the fl oor, and rebound 
gives Pretlow plenty of 
ways to use him. 

“It just gives us another 
versatile weapon to add 
to the way we played last 
year,” the coach said. “We 
like to spread people out. 
That’s a guy who can do it 
and fi nishes well. I’m look-
ing forward to having him 
with us.”

Brown sees himself as 
the missing piece to put-
ting the Railsplitters back 
on top after a quarterfi nal 
loss to Boys & Girls last 
year. He is a leader with 
big-game experience, and 
the game should trans-
late well with Lincoln star 
Jahlil Tripp, who is ex-
pected to get another year 
of eligibility. 

Brown is even more ex-
cited about who will be in 
the gym watching him. His 
family and friends will not 
have to travel far to see 
his fi nal high school sea-
son unfold. He said many 
of them weren’t always 
able to make it to games at 
St. Raymond, which was 
an hour-and-a-half com-
mute for him, compared 
to a 10-minute trip to Lin-
coln. When asked how 
many people he expected at 
each home game this year, 
Brown didn’t hesitate. 

“Everybody,” he said. 
“The whole of Coney Island 
is going to be there.”

Just to welcome him 
home.   

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Jai Moore’s fi rst summer playing on the road 
was an eye-opening experience — for both her 
and the college coaches watching her.

The Midwood rising senior guard had never 
played high-level travel ball before, opting in-
stead to compete locally. She changed that this 
summer, competing with New Heights. 

It showed her what she needed to do to play 
at the highest level, and showed coaches that 
she’s a kid worthy of a Division-I scholarship.

“I needed to break out and get more oppor-
tunities other than playing local,” Moore said. 
“There are a lot of underrated players in New 
York City and they will never get known or 
seen if they don’t go anywhere.”

She came back to Brooklyn with offers from 
Long Island University, Niagara, Howard, and 
Detroit. Moore also has interest from Mount 
St. Mary’s, Stony Brook, Hofstra, Binghamton, 
Georgia State, and Sacred Heart. 

She wowed coaches at the Blue Chip event 
in April. Moore averaged 20 points and seven 
assists a game there, according to New Heights 
and Medgar Evers coach Mike Toro. She con-
tinued to play well throughout the summer 

“She is one of the best guards in the city,” 
Toro said. “This year she had a chance to prove 
it against some of the best players in the coun-
try.”

Moore averaged 15.3 points and 3.9 rebounds 
per game for Midwood, thanks to a mid-range 
shooting game most players don’t posses at this 
stage of their career. Playing with New Heights 
allowed her to expand her duties. Moore was 
asked to play point guard at times, and thus 
prove to coaches she could play both positions. 
Toro also praised Midwood coach Mike Moore, 
no relation, for getting her ready to take the 
next step.  

Toro said playing point guard made her 
learn to worry less about scoring and learn 
how to make the players around her better. She 
has focused on getting stronger, improving her 
ball handling and becoming a better defender.

“She still has a lot to work on and get better 
at, but I think actually going on the road and 
playing against these other teams, she started 
to realize that,” Toro said.

Moore said she learned that you couldn’t 
give anything but your best at all times to com-
pete with the elite players in the country. She 
will try to bring that mindset to Midwood next 
season — along with an increased confi dence 
in her ability and role.

“I think I should be a little bit more vocal 
and help my team a little more,” Moore said.

Realizing she needed to get out on the road 
in order to brighten her future worked out ex-
actly how Moore had hoped. She improved as a 
player, and has increased her options to play in 
college next year.

“The kid is good,” Toro said. “But unless 
less you had a chance to go watch Midwood 
High School or one of the local tournaments 
during the summertime, nobody really knew 
about her.”

First travel ball summer expands recruiting interest

SHOWCASE: Midwood’s Jai Moore has been wowing 
college coaches on the summer travel-ball circuit. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson

Colleges now 
calling for Moore

Homecoming for 
Coney hoops star 

in senior year

can Running camp. The camp 
helped add to her excitement 
of going to Worlds as she got a 
chance to interact with some 
great coaches and enthusi-
astic campers gearing up for 

their cross-country seasons.
“It made for a really special 

week before coming to Japan 
for fi nal prep for Worlds,” Gal-
lagher said.

Gallagher is grateful for all 
the support she has received as 
she gets ready for the biggest 
race of her life, will be broad-
cast on the NBC networks at 

11:15 p.m.
“It is an incredible honor 

to be able to represent team 
USA,” she said. “I am looking 
forward to the opportunity 
and am thankful for all the 
support from friends, family, 
coaches, Oiselle and New York 
Athletic Club for getting me 
here.”

GALLAGHER
Continued from page 1
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SAVE 
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IN OUR 

CLASSIFIEDS
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SECURITY GUARD TRAINING
Become a NY State Certifi ed Security Guard Today!

8 HR. Pre-assignment
16 HR. on the Job Training

Fireguard Prep
IDC - (Instructor Development Course)

F80 Coordinator of Fire Safety & Alarm Systems
OSHA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
Accessible by

and Q24, Q56

Accessible by

and Q58, Q55, B52, B26, B54

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING

Day and Evening Courses
Experienced Instructors
JOB Assistance Provided
Se Habla Espanol

INSTRUCTORS
WANTED

Your Future Starts NOW!

BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN
JOB AND CAREER


