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BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Members of a Brighton 
Beach church don’t practice 
Santeria inside their house 
of worship, but somebody 
is, and offi cials say they 
now need to do something 
to exorcise the spirits that 
may have been invited in. 

Priests and fl ock mem-

bers at the Church of the 
Guardian Angel were 
spooked after fi nding 
carved apples and eggs 
along with vials of cocoa 
oil and female form-shaped 
candles around the house 
of worship — sure signs to 
them that someone is prac-
ticing the  Afro-Caribbean 

religion  in their midst  — a 
no-no for their religion.

“This kind of stuff does 
not belong in a Roman Cath-
olic Church,” said church-
goer Jack Garcia, who fi rst 
noticed the affront.

Garcia said that candles 
in the shape of women — a 

BY MAX JAEGER
You shouldn’t need a Ph.D. or a 
law degree to do your civic duty, 
say Bay Ridge community lead-
ers.

Members of  Community 
Board 10 fear that a controver-
sial plan to relax zoning restric-
tions in mid- and high-density 
portions of the city will be all but 
indecipherable when it comes 
before them for review later this 
year. 

The plan — which aims to 
encourage affordable and se-
nior housing by letting develop-
ers build taller buildings in ex-
change for lower rents through a 
text amendment to the zoning law 
— has to go before every commu-
nity board in the city for public 
review before it can be adopted. 

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
A Marine Park family is 
hoping the community 
can help raise the money 
it needs to save the life of 
a young woman fi ghting a 
deadly disease.

Twenty-three-year-old 
Chaya Kohn  has been bat-
tling cystic fi brosis since 
birth, and now needs a dou-

ble lung transplant, so her 
parents, siblings, and close 
friends have started a cam-
paign to raise money for 
Kohn’s treatment, and to 
raise awareness for others 
dealing with similar condi-
tions.

“We’re looking to the 
community for help,” said 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10

Insomniac artist draws about her life
BY SARAH IANNONE

It is the opposite of a dream di-
ary.

A Gowanus insomniac spent 
every sleepless night of 2014 
painting watercolor comics about 
her life, and now a collection of 
the dream-like doodles, “Bright 
Eyed at Midnight” will have its 
release party at the Owl Farm 
bar on Aug. 26. 

Cartoonist Leslie Stein, who 
is also a musician and bartender, 
drew on the people and events in 

her life for her late-night comics. 
The book includes stories about 
customers at the bar, her 1980s 
childhood, dealing with art-
ist’s block, and playing at rock 
shows.

“I try to focus on things that 
are specifi c to me but kind of uni-
versal,” said Stein. She describes 
her one- and two-page stories as 
“dreamy meditative comics for 
the [attention defi cit disorder] 
generation.”

Continued on page 6
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BLACK MAGIC: Santeria 
worshipers left items at this 
church altar.

TURN AROUND, BRIGHT EYES: Cartoonist Leslie Stein with her new book 
“Bright-eyed at Midnight.” Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Every breath counts It’s a holy whodunnit!

CB10: City’s 
zoning plan 
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Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com (516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7
New Car Look””

Let us Give your Car that

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

Limited Time offer

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
Mon.–Fri., 7:30am-6pm
Saturday, 9am-3pm

OPEN 
6 DAYS

Auto Dent

718–854–7900
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

BY MAX JAEGER
Homeless people are making a home for 
themselves in Leif Ericson Park and locals 
are now worried they could bring with them 
a return to the bad old days of the 1980s.

Since 2010, residents have called the city’s 
complaint line more about homeless encamp-
ments in Leif Ericson —  itself named for an 
itinerant Norseman  — more than any other 
park between Sunset Park and Dyker Beach 
Golf Course, city records show.

And the problem is growing, locals said.
“We have noticed — over the past couple 

of years — that we get a higher volume of 
homeless folks in the area during the sum-
mer,” said John Quaglione, a spokesman for 
state Sen. Martin Golden.

Sleeping on park benches has become 
prevalent and some are even bringing with 
them other comforts of indoor accomoda-
tions.

“They had quite a set-up — furniture and 
everything,” said Anrada Popa, referring to 
one homesteader who set up a table and two 
chairs and hanged a baby doll from a nearby 
tree in a section of the park between Third 
and Fourth avenues. 

Popa added that dealing with the home-
less has become a fact of life in the park dur-
ing the past six months.

“I’m not scared,” she said. “My dog got 
close to them and one got a little aggressive, 
but they weren’t really bad. He made a com-
ment but I wasn’t really paying attention.”

Three apparent drifters were seen in a 
one-block segment of the six-block-long park 
on Aug. 18, and one confi rmed that he has 
been spending nights in the park because of 
issues at home.

“I had trouble with my wife,” said a man 
named Lester who told Brooklyn Daily he 
has lived in the park for the last “two or three 
days.”

Lester said he has health problems but 
doesn’t like to go to the hospital. He would 
not say the last time he sought help at a home-
less shelter.

The Parks Department and the 68th Pre-
cinct are aware of the issue and working on 
it, offi cials said. Parks enforcement patrol of-
fi cers are focusing their efforts on areas near 
playgrounds, according to a department 
spokeswoman.

Homelessness is not illegal, and getting 
caught in a park after closing only results 
in a summons, but the city encourages peo-
ple to call 911 in some situations — including 
if a homeless person is a danger to himself 
or others, ill outside during a cold-weather 
emergency, or blocking a cash machine, ac-
cording to 311’s online complaint system.

It is important to report the homeless, be-
cause doing so helps connect them with city 
services and lets the lawmakers better iden-
tify areas of need, Quaglione said.

“Failing to report it is a failure to the 
homeless folks, because you can get them the 
opportunity for care and services,” he said. 
“It’s important, it goes through 311 so the city 
can track it — it may lead to an increase in 
resources to the area.”

Vagrants move in to Leif Ericson Park

ZONKED OUT: Why sleep on the streets when you can sleep on Leif Ericson Park’s lush grass? 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

HANGING OUT: Homeless people have been 
sleeping in Leif Ericson Park — including this guy, 
who brought a living room set and strung up a 
children’s doll on a noose near the Shore Road 
overpass at Third Avenue. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Vagabonds fi nd 
home in Ridge
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
It is moving to greener 
pastures — literally. 

Outdoor food emporium 
Smorgasburg is ditching 
its Brooklyn Bridge Park 
location and will relocate 
to Prospect Park at the end 
of the month — a move or-
ganizers say will be bitter-
sweet. 

“We’re sad to leave 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
but it’s hard to complain 
when our new home is lit-
erally Brooklyn’s back-
yard,” said Eric Demby, 
co-founder of the Brooklyn 
Flea and its off-shoot.

Demby says the mar-
ket has to skedaddle from 
its current locale in a con-
crete lot near Pier 5 be-
cause the privately-run 
park wants to turn the site 
into green space. 

From Aug. 30, the outdoor 
eatery will pitch its tents on 
 Prospect Park’s Breeze Hill  
— which is off Well House 
Drive near the Lincoln Road 
entrance to the park in Pros-

pect-Lefferts Gardens.
This is the second time 

renovations in the park 
have forced the market to 
scram — it  fi rst opened  in-
side the shell of the Tobacco 
Warehouse in Dumbo next 
to the Brooklyn Bridge in 
2012, but moved to Brook-
lyn Heights the following 
year when theater outfi t 
Saint Ann’s Warehouse 
 began transforming the 
historic building into a 

performance venue . 
Demby said he is 

bummed to be leaving the 
waterfront nabes, but is ex-
cited to bring the market to 
a new crowd from park-ad-
jacent neighborhoods like 
Ditmas Park and Windsor 
Terrace who may never 
have had the chance to 
sample  Indian-Mexican 
fusion tacos or deep-fried 
cheese curds before .

“Now all these other 

people who don’t really go 
to Smorgasburg are going 
to start coming there, so it 
kind of breathes this new 
life into it,” he said. “That’s 
going to be the most excit-
ing part about it.”

Smorgasburg at Pros-
pect Park (Well House 
Drive near East Drive in 
Prospect Park, www.smor-
gasburg.com). Sundays 
from Aug. 30–Oct. 11 at 11 
am–6 pm.

BY MAX JAEGER
It is off by a mile.

A developer’s plan to build 
luxury apartments on top of 
the Brooklyn Heights library 
but construct the develop-
ment’s below-market-rate 
housing on a separate site 
in Clinton Hill will unfairly 
segregate the rich from the 
poor, say local residents.

“The proposal calls for 
building apartments for the 
poor in a poor neighborhood 
a mile away from Brooklyn 
Heights,” said Cobble Hill 
resident Donald Fleck, one of 
several residents who spoke 
against the divided housing 
during a public hearing on 
the plans for the library de-
velopment at Borough Hall 
on Tuesday. “This proposal 
perpetuates the two-cities 
model by keeping the poor 
with the poor and the affl u-
ent with the affl uent.”

Developer Hudson Com-
panies is seeking the city’s 
okay to buy the book reposi-
tory on Cadman Plaza West 
at Tillary Street for $52 mil-
lion and build a 36-story res-
idential skyscraper on top, 
with a new library at the 
bottom.

The company is promis-
ing to include below-market-
rate housing as part of its 
pitch, but the city doesn’t re-
quire developers to actually 
build so-called affordable 
housing in the same prop-
erty as its market-rate units 
— just the same community 
board — so Hudson is instead 
proposing to construct the 
cheaper units across two new 
nine-story buildings at 1041 
Fulton St. and 911 Atlantic 

Ave. in Clinton Hill.
The developer says it is 

not trying to keep lower-in-
come residents out of its tony 
Heights tower — but it claims 
it can offer more below-mar-
ket apartments if it puts 
them on a separate site than 
it could by building them in 
the library high-rise. 

If it kept them in one 
spot, the less-expensive pads 
would compete with the mar-
ket-rate ones for space in the 
tower, and the project would 
not be fi nancially feasible, 
said David Kramer, principal 
at developer Hudson Compa-
nies.

Kramer says the company 
chose sites in less-affl uent 
Clinton Hill for the below-
market buildings because 
they were the right price at 
the right time.

“We found two sites, and 
it was very hard to fi nd any 
sites, because it’s a diffi cult 
market out there,” he said.

But one detractor claimed 
Hudson could still turn a 
profi t with below-market-
rate housing on-site, pointing 
to Manhattan’s Donnall Li-
brary,  which another devel-
oper bought for $59 million 
in 2007  and is now asking  $60 
million for the top two fl oors 
alone . 

“They’re selling the pent-
house for more than they paid 
for the site,” Paula Glatzer 
said of the Manhattan devel-
opment.

Hudson plans to build 
139 units of housing on the 
library site and says it will 
build another 114 units in 
the Clinton Hill buildings 

Smorgasburg leaving Brooklyn’s front yard

SUNDAY FUNDAY: Foodies fl ocked to Smorgasburg’s penultimate Dumbo event last Sunday. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

JUST EAT IT: Andrew Lee and Connie Jung from California chow down on some ramen burgers at Smorgasburg in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park on Aug. 16.  Photo by Jason Speakman

IT’S TAKE OUT!

Residents: Library 
housing plan will 

separate rich, poor

ONE FOR THE BOOKS: Hundreds of people showed up to the Beep’s 
hearing on a proposal to sell the Brooklyn Heights library and replace 
it with a skyscraper. Photo by Jason Speakman

Continued on page 6
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BY MAX JAEGER
This civic group meets 24–7.

A Sunset Park Facebook group 
that started as a lark has become 
the neighborhood’s de facto civic 
organization — and it just regis-
tered its 6,000th member. 

Members of Sunset Parker use 
the site to apprise one another of 
neighborhood events, point out 
quality-of-life issues, and plan a 
sustainable future for the gentrify-
ing neighborhood. 

And with so many friends, the 
page’s creator isn’t afraid to make 
a few enemies — he and contribu-
tors have taken on practically ev-
ery politician in the neighborhood, 
because there is no other civic or-
ganization in the area capable of 
doing so, the founder claimed.

“I see myself almost as a po-
litical satirist — they’ve chosen 
this fi eld, and they have to take 
the heat that comes with it,” said 
Tony Giordano, a retired educa-
tor and admitted gadfl y. “Sunset 
Park has been without a general 
civic organization for 20 years. We 
have a landmarks group, Sprig — 
that’s more about parks — and a 

community board that’s just nuts 
and senile, and a precinct council 
co-opted by the police.”

Some of the group’s accom-
plishments include  pushing city 
and state offi cials to open the Bush 
Terminal Park after lengthy de-
lays ,  pointing out a polluting bus 
depot that was making kids sick 
at a nearby school , training locals 

to take public service exams, and 
 alerting the city that the now-sold 
68th Precinct Station House  was 
 crumbling under previous own-
ers .  

The page has created a much-
needed community hub for the 
nabe, said one member.

“It’s brought people together — 
different cultures, nationalities, 

religions — to bring attention to a 
neighborhood that has been long 
under-served,” said Tom Lyons, a 
Staten Island resident who grew up 
in Sunset Park.

But Giordano didn’t start the 
page with a civic bent in mind. 
He said he fi rst created the page 
when he was stuck inside on a 
winter’s day last January and, on 
a whim, decided to share a hand-
ful of old photos from the neigh-
borhood with friends. At the time, 
he wasn’t sure how long he would 
stick around Sunset Park, he 
said.

“When I posted those pictures, 
I had one foot out of the commu-
nity,” he said. “I really wanted to 
transition to Pennsylvania.”

Now the site has evolved into a 
clearing house for information that 
can provide folks with frequent up-
dates and deeper analysis, Gior-
dano said.

“We’re sort of a 1010 WINS 
meets the Courier kind of thing,” 
he said.

And Giordano doesn’t do it 
alone. He has an army of 23 other 
administrators who help maintain 

the page and connect its members 
with services. 

Lyons is an administrator, and 
he plans to use the group to spread 
the word about a series of Nar-Anon 
meetings he wants to hold for Sun-
set Parkers who have been affected 
by friends’ or family members’ drug 
use, he said.

Another administrator uses 
the page to promote workshops 
on preventing sexual assault, and 
said access to the huge commu-
nity has made it easy to recruit 
attendees for her events. 

“It changed my life,” said Na-
thali Zamora. “Sex assault pre-
vention is something I’m very 
passionate about, and I was won-
dering what I could do to get out 
into the community, and Tony let 
it fall in my lap.”

Giordano may still make that 
move to Pennsylvania, where he 
and his wife have been fi xing up 
an old schoolhouse they bought, 
but not until he is sure the page’s 
day-to-day operation will be in ca-
pable hands.

Find the page at www.face-
book.com/groups/sunsetparker.

Sunset Park Facebook group nets 6,000 members, becomes de facto civic group

IN THE FLESH: Sunset Park Business Improvement Director Renee Giordano be-
stows certifi cates of appreciation to a handful of administrators who keep the 
Sunset Parker Facebook group running day-to-day. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

With a little help from their ‘Friends’
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Stein began draw-
ing the series shortly 
after New Year’s Eve of 
2014, working on them 
every night for several 
weeks. After posting 
them online and get-
ting a positive response, 
she decided to continue 
making the nightly 
comics for an entire 
year. Drawing the strips 
in the wee hours of the 
night helped her to un-
wind, she says. 

“Quite frankly, it was 
actually a beautiful dis-
traction and way to fo-
cus on the present, al-
most meditatively,” she 
said. 

The cartoonist typi-
cally works with pen 
and ink, but she devel-
oped a looser, more col-
orful technique for these 
comics, using a brush 
and watercolors for her 
nightly insomnia adven-
tures. 

“This style was all 
about experimentation 
and honest self-expres-
sion, so it just kind of 
f lowed,” Stein said. 
“I just played until I 

found a way it could 
work with my hand and 
my drawings.”

After a year of draw-
ing, she cut the 365 nightly 
comics down to the ones 
she liked best, and then 
let an editor whittle the 
book further down to 224 
short comics. 

Stein, who tends bar 
at the Owl Farm, said 
that it felt more appro-
priate to hold the release 
party there instead of 
at a bookstore or comic 
shop. 

“It felt more personal, 
family style,” she said. 
And the bar will serve a 
special beer at the event, 
made with coffee and 
chocolate and aged in-
house. Stein says that the 
combination of alcohol 
and caffeine is especially 
appropriate. 

“I was thinking a 
coffee stout would per-
fectly complement the 
name of the book,” said 
Stein.

“Bright Eyed At Mid-
night” release party at 
the Owl Farm (297 Ninth 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, www.theowlfarm.
com). Aug. 26 at 7 pm. 
Free.

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Movie-’em!

The New Utrecht branch 
of the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary is mixing it up and 
spreading the love in Ben-
sonhurst by kicking off an 
international fi lm series to 
refl ect the diversity needs 
of its ever-changing neigh-
borhood. 

“Because of our multi-
cultural population here, 
we felt that it would be good 
to have movies from every-
where,” said librarian Di-
ane Barranca. “And I think 
they’ve been welcomed.”

Barranca in July spear-
headed the branch’s Interna-
tional Film Festival, where 
every other Thursday at 
2:30 pm an international 
fi lm, selected by branch li-
brarians, is screened at the 
86th Street book haven. Bar-
ranca helps pick the fl icks, 
but the multicultural staff 
pitches in to pull fi lms from 
their home countries. 

Chinese staffer Yuan 
Shen says the idea fi rst 
took hold a year ago when 
the librarians took note of 
the community’s promi-
nent Chinese population 
and started showing mov-
ies to celebrate that sub-
set.

“Whenever we fi nd the 
needs in the community, 
we try to expand the ser-
vice possibilities,” said 
Shen, who selected Chinese 
historical drama “Back to 
1942” for the most recent 
screening on Aug. 13. 

The Chinese fi lm 
screenings were a hit with 
the community, so this 
summer Barranca decided 
to foster the fl edgling idea 
and branch out to incorpo-
rate more languages and 
nationalities — German 
Oscar-winner “The Lives 
of Others” was a recent 

crowd-pleaser, and the crit-
ically-acclaimed bleak Rus-
sian drama “Leviathan” 
will be shown on Aug. 27. 

“We thought we’d beef it 
up with other languages as 
well, because we do live in 
a very mixed community,” 
said Barranca.

Shen says the festival is 
spawning a whole host of 
new programs to refl ect the 
needs of the diverse com-
munity. The library will 
test-run a fi lm program this 
week aimed to help Chinese 
patrons learn English — 
showing a fi lm in English 

and then carefully trans-
lating the fi lm section by 
section — and has goals of 
starting a program to guide 
Chinese parents as they ac-
climate to their kids’ new 
immersion in American 
culture.

“This is the kind of qual-
ity program we try to de-
velop, because we believe 
these will have a long-term 
impact on the community,” 
said Shen. 

Shen says education 
and community service 
are at the heart of the New 
Utrecht branch — movies 
just help make the learning 
process fun.

“The library is shifting 
from a collection of books to 
a more active program and 
service to the community,” 
he said. “There is a balance 
between entertainment and 
education, but education is 
more fundamental.” 

International Film Fes-
tival at the New Utrecht 
branch of the Brooklyn 
Public Library [1743 86th 
Street between Bay 16th 
and Bay 17th streets in Ben-
sonhurst, (718) 236–4086 
www.bklynlibrary.org/lo-
cations/new-utrecht]. Ev-
ery other Thursday at 2:30 
pm. 

Continued from page 1 

CARTOONS
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LIBRARY DIVERSITY: Librarian Yuan Shen, who selects Chinese 
fi lms for the library’s International Film Festival, says the series is 
a way to better serve his patrons. Photo by Jason Speakman

Celebrating diversity
International fi lms honor cultures surrounding New Utrecht Library

— three-quarters of which 
will go to people earning at 
or below the city’s median 
income — which the state 
says is $60,000 for a single 
person to $86,000 for a fam-
ily of four. The remainder 
of the apartments will be 
designated for people mak-

ing more than the median, 
plans show. 

The below-market-rate 
rents will range from $850 
to $3,623 per month, de-
pending on apartment size 
and the number of resi-
dents, according to the de-
veloper.

Tuesday’s meeting 
was part a public review 
process the city and de-
veloper must go through 

to sanction the proper-
ty’s sale, build a new li-
brary, and modify exist-
ing zoning permits on 
the site. 

Community Board 2  al-
ready okayed the plan in 
July . Now it is on Borough 
President Adams’s desk, 
before it heads to the City 
Planning Commission and 
then City Council — which 
ultimately get to say yea or 

nay regardless of what the 
community board or Beep 
decides.

Adams said he hasn’t 
decided whether he’ll sup-
port the plan, but gener-
ally, he believes the more 
below-market-rate housing 
the better.

“I lean toward getting 
the highest volume of af-
fordable units as possible,” 
he said.

HOUSING
Continued from page 3

OVER HERE!: Cartoonist Leslie Stein’s autobiographical comics 
attracted the attention of a publisher. Leslie Stein
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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BY HARRY MACCORMACK
These ladies want men to 
use their braaains.

A group of high-school 
girls are calling out cat-
callers by painting a mu-
ral on the wall of a Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant grocery 
store that features zombies 
lurching after a terrifi ed 
woman — a metaphor that 
organizers said illustrates 
both how thoughtless and 
terrifying street harass-

ment can be. 
“We wanted to show 

that the feeling of being 
catcalled or when some-
one says something dis-
turbing, it causes fear,” 
said Danielle McDonald, 
a Greenpoint resident and 
art teacher who is oversee-
ing the project. “So that’s 
where the zombies came 
from — something scary 
and mindless.”

Public art group 

Groundswell is paying the 
20 young women — aged 15 
to 21 — to splash the ver-
tical vista on the side of a 
Food Bazaar on Myrtle Av-
enue between Broadway 
and Lewis Street as part 
of a wider project to create 
public artworks about so-
cial issues throughout the 
city, McDonald said.

The grocery outlet of-
fered up its wall for one of 
the pieces, and the teens 

decided to use the space to 
rail against jerks who ha-
rass women on the street, 
which they say is a persis-
tent problem for local la-
dies that deserves more at-
tention.

“It’s something everyone 
agrees is an issue, but no-
body takes seriously,” said 
Nekita Blue, a rising senior 
from East Flatbush who 
also painted murals with 
Groundswell last summer.

CAN’T STOP, WON’T STOP: (Above) Noor Ul Ain has a message 
for catcallers. (Right) The in-the-works mural on Myrtle Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, which the artists will offi cially unveil on Aug. 
28. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Teens fi ght catcallers with zombie mural
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And to lay the groundwork, 
the city has released a draft 
impact study of the pro-
posal from the Department 
of City Planning, which city 
offi cials presented to CB10 
last week.

But what should have 
been an easily digestible 
slide show broadly outlin-
ing the plan turned out to 
be an abstruse, 23-page 
PowerPoint presentation 
— plus a 14-page supple-
ment detailing the areas of 
Bay Ridge affected — that 
was too dense for some 
board members to swallow 
— and now they’re worried 
the fi nalized proposal will 
end up being an impene-
trable mass of legalese.

“If we think that the 
details of this PowerPoint 
are a little diffi cult to un-
derstand, that [text amend-
ment] is going to be really 
daunting,” said CB10 zon-
ing committee chairwoman 
Ann Falutico, an architect 
who said some of the Pow-
erPoint mystifi ed even her. 
“I do not completely under-
stand everything that is in 
the presentation.”

That’s a problem, be-
cause later this year the 
board will have to render 
an opinion on the actual 

text amendment, which 
will likely be just as wonky 
as it sounds, a committee 
member said.

“You’re not going to 
read this like a novel or a 
magazine,” attorney Steve 
Harrison told fellow board 
members. “This is gonna 
be a slog trying to read 
this.”

Folks who sit on com-
munity boards have to do 
some reading and critical 
thinking — that’s part of 
the gig — but the course 
load is typically much 
lighter, he said.

“In the past, they’d 
strike two lines and add 
15 words,” said Harrison. 
“We’d look at it, and you 
could understand it right 
off the bat.”

The new proposal could 
fundamentally change 
neighborhoods across 
the city, because  allow-
ing taller buildings in ar-
eas with a stable housing 
stock might encourage de-
velopers to tear down his-
toric buildings and replace 
them with modern mon-
strosities, critics say . 

The city argues  the plan 
will not spur demolition but 
rather be a boon to Brooklyn 
seniors , but in the face of mas-
sive push-back after the ini-
tial announcement,  the city 
downsized its plan slightly . 

The city is listening 

to criticism and contin-
ues to make adjustments, 
a spokesman from city 
planning said. Initially, 
it planned to release the 
text amendment and initi-
ate the public review pro-
cess over the summer, but 
community boards tra-
ditionally don’t meet in 
July and August, and ini-
tiating the review would 
have triggered a 60-day 
countdown for board 
members to render a deci-
sion or forfeit the oppor-
tunity — meaning they’d 
have to put off vacations 
and other summer activ-
ities to decode a poten-
tially snooze-inducing 
zoning document. The 
city is holding off until 
the summer is over, but 
community board mem-
bers will still only have 
60 days to digest the pro-
posal once it is released, 
the spokesman said.

The city also sent city 
planners to meet with most 
of the city’s 59 community 
boards after residents com-
plained in the springtime 
that they couldn’t make 
heads or tails of the impact 
study and PowerPoint, the 
spokesman said. But the 
latter move fell fl at in Bay 
Ridge, where the emissary, 
Richard Jacobs, left the 
impression he wasn’t quite 
up to speed.

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
This sport utility vehicle 
must belong to a Mass-hole.

Mill Basin residents are 
fed up with the owner of a 
white Jeep with a Massa-
chusetts license plate that 
has been unmoved from its 
parking space on Strickland 
Avenue for more than three 
years. The Jeep, adorned 
with fl at tires and an inspec-
tion sticker that expired in 
2010, has been parked in a 
horizontal parking space 
on the block since at least 
before Hurricane Sandy, ac-
cording to local residents 
fed up with the fact that it is 
still there and hasn’t been 
slapped with a citation.

“It makes no sense. 
Within a few hours of my 
inspection expiring, I get 
a ticket,” said a man who 
lives nearby and declined 
to give his name. “This car 
has been parked without 

any attention or citations 
for over three years.”

The citizen said he has 
called 311 several times, but 
nothing has been done. The 
Jeep is parked by the El Car-
ibe Country Club near 56th 
Drive.

An Aug. 15 New York 
Times article  waxed poetic  
about the long-gone days 

of New York streets acting 
as abandoned car depots, 
but city agencies have yet 
to address the abandoned 
vehicles located on E. 59th 
Street near Avenue U that 
 we wrote about on Aug. 10 . 

Calls to the 63rd Pre-
cinct to get information on 
the abandoned car was not 
answered.

Continued from page 1 

ZONING

NEIGHBORHOOD NUISANCE: This Jeep, fl at tires and all, has been 
parked on Strickland Avenue by the El Caribe club for more than 
three years. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Abandoned car irks neighbors

BROOKLYN WAREHOUSE

NEW & NOW AT

HUGE SAVINGS
ON A HUGE NEW SELECTION

60-85% 
off

The Most Wanted Styles of
Clothing, Footwear & Accessories

From The Most Wanted Brands

CONTEMPORARY | JUNIORS | YOUNG MEN

KIDS | INFANTS | BABY

1106 AVE U, BROOKLYN  718-375-7337 x16

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

Complete Menu online: www.Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$2299

FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER

$1099

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPON ONLY WITH COUPON ONLYEXP. 8/31/15 EXP. 8/31/15

COUPON

LOBSTERS 
WITH COUPON ONLY $1099

LB
EXP. 8/31/15



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

AU
G. 

23
, 2

01
5

10

symbol of birth and fertil-
ity in Santeria — were left 
on the altar and the taber-
nacle. He also saw mustard 
seeds and feathers sprin-
kled around  statues of St. 
Jude and St. Michael, and 
claims to have witnessed 
two women chanting in-
cantations in the middle of 
the day a few weeks ago.

Now the Church’s pas-
tor says he has to do some-
thing to make sure his pa-
rishioners feel safe.

“I want people to feel 
protected here,” Rev. Fran-
cisco Walker said. “This is 
a safe place. But it is some-
thing I am taking seriously. 
It was very creepy.”

Walker said he offered 
to conduct an unoffi cial 

prayer with Garcia, as well 
as a type of exorcism to get 
rid of any uninvited spiri-
tual guests.

The Ocean Parkway 
church is no stranger to 
vandalism or litter, and 
church staff recently be-
gan locking the doors in 
the evenings several days a 
week. The church no longer 
keeps holy water on the al-
tar during off-times either, 
because some visitors were 
bottling the water, presum-
ably for uses not intended 
for by the church. 

But nothing like this 
has happened before, ac-
cording to the church’s sec-
retary, who has worked at 
Guardian Angel for eight 
years.

“We’ve had some van-
dalism before or people 
leaving garbage like food or 
dirty diapers in the pews,” 

Fior Torres said. “But this 
is something new.”

Last year, Torres notifi ed 
police when she noticed one 
of the church’s security cam-
eras was covered. She discov-
ered a man running around 
the church parking lot with 
no shirt on, yelling loudly. 

Rev. Walker said a more 
“technologically savvy” 
parishioner plans to help 
him examine the church 
camera footage later this 
week to identify the per-
son responsible for the des-
ecrations. If they manage 
to identify him, the priest 
plans to warn the individ-
ual that any further ac-
tions will result in a phone 
call to the police.

“This person must un-
derstand that if this ever 
happens again, we will no-
tify the authorities,” said 
Walker.

Kohn’s mother Sarah Lux-
enberg. 

Double lung transplants 
alone can cost approximately 
$800,000 and transplant cen-
ters encourage patients and 
their families to fund-raise 
because of many costs that 
insurance does not cover. 
The family is already spend-
ing thousands of dollars a 
month in expenses. 

“The costs are hard to 
quantify when you con-
sider time lost from work, 
travel expenses, and ev-
erything else on top of the 
medical expenses,” Luxen-
berg said.

Lung transplants are 
performed at regional cen-
ters around the country, 
but waiting lists in the New 
York region are lengthy, 
so Kohn relocated to Pitts-
burgh, where more lung 
transplants occur, more 
than a month ago. The fam-
ily got Kohn an apartment 
and hired a home aide 
worker to help her because 
lengthy hospital stays can 
endanger her weakened 
immune system. Her fa-
ther, Jacob, gave up his job 
in Florida and moved to 
Pittsburgh to be with his 
daughter, while her mother 
and stepfather, Allen, visit 
every two weeks. Kohn, a 
Brooklyn College graduate 
with a degree in psychol-
ogy, now needs a wheel-
chair to get around and re-

quires an oxygen mask at 
all times.

Four of Kohn’s closest 
friends hit the internet to 
support her friend and her 
beleaguered family. 

“Social media offered 
the best opportunity 
to raise awareness and 
funds,” said Daniella Az-
rak, Kohn’s friend since 
college. “People have been 
extremely kind and gener-
ous.”

Friends Marissa Green-
berg, Batya Hess, Rachel 
Rotblat, and Azrak started 
a Facebook page called 
Lungs For Life, and an ac-
companying GoFundMe 
campaign. The friends 
threw a fund-raiser, col-
lecting more than $25,000. 

Family friends Alan 
and Rena Auerbach 
have donated an all-
expense paid trip to 
the Dominican Re-
public that the Lux-
enberg’s are raffl ing 
off in order to raise 
more funds.

The Luxenberg’s 
efforts to draw at-
tention to their 
daughter’s plight 
through social me-
dia clued them in to 
the many other peo-
ple around the coun-
try dealing with 
similar struggles. 
Learning about oth-
er’s stories led the 
family to start Ev-
ery Breath Counts, 
a non-profi t orga-
nization dedicated 
to helping pre- and 

post-lung transplant cystic 
fi brosis patients.

“Once I reached out on-
line, I realized just how 
many people deal with 
these issues,” said Allen 
Luxenberg. “We want to 
raise awareness about or-
gan donations so we can 
help other people, too.”

For updates on Chaya 
Kohn and her condition, 
visit https://www.face-
book.com/helplungs.

To donate money, visit 
ht t p://w w w.gofu nd me.
com/lungs4chaya.

To learn about cystic fi -
brosis patients in need of 
lung transplants or buy 
raffl e tickets, visit every-
breathcounts.org.

Continued from page 1 
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Continued from page 1 

SANTERIA

LUNGS FOR LIFE: Allen and Sarah Lux-
enberg are trying to raise money to 
help pay for daughter Chaya’s double 
lung transplant. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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