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BY MAX JAEGER
There’s a  hunger burning 
in the heart of their souls  
— for fried anchovies. 

Bon Chovie — the 
Smorgasburg purveyor of 
fried anchovies and deli-
cious nod to rocker Jon 
Bon Jovi — is opening a 
brick-and-mortar restau-
rant in what was Zito’s 

Sandwich Shoppe’s Bay 
Ridge storefront in Octo-
ber. The owner looked for 
space in Williamsburg, 
but couldn’t fi nd reason-
able rent in the  too-hot-
to-handle-with-kid-gloves  
’hood. 

But Bay Ridge, with its 
restaurant-laden Third 
Avenue, presented the per-

fect mix of exposure and 
affordability, the owner 
said.

“I knew the neighbor-
hood, and when this op-
portunity came about, it 
just felt right,” said owner 
Renae Holland, who has 
lived in Bay Ridge but 
now resides in Red Hook. 

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s a hull of a problem.

On Sept. 17, under cover of 
night, some surreptitious sail-
ors scuttled a 25-foot motorboat 
in an inlet just off of Gerritsen 
Beach, creating major headaches 
for nearby homeowners and a 
hazard for the environment in a 
move that shocked even Sandy-
hardened locals.

“I’ve been here going on al-
most 10 years, and nothing like 
this has ever happened, not even 
during Sandy,” said Yolanda Faz-
zuoli, whose rear deck now over-
looks the fi lthy, half-submerged 
vessel. 

Fazzuoli was in bed in her 
Abby Court home that evening 
when she heard what sounded 
like two men conversing outside. 

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
It is a bridge over surpris-
ingly calm waters. 

The towers that will 
hold up the new Kosciuszko 
Bridge are now looming 
over the Newtown Creek a 
year after workers began 
erecting them, which state 
road offi cials say is right on 
schedule — and they seem 

as surprised as anyone 
that such a massive project 
hasn’t hit a road-bump. 

“We are just amazed at 
how smoothly everything 
is going, and the fact that 
we’re on time and on bud-
get is just wonderful,” said 
state Department of Trans-
portation spokeswoman 

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 6Continued on page 7

Dive into feline seafaring history
BY MAX JAEGER

Don’t call them sea dogs!
An art historian will explain 

the little-known hiss-story of cats 
as masters of the high seas dur-
ing a talk called “Ship Cats: Ad-
venture! Courage! Betrayal!” at 
Bushwick occult store Catland on 
Oct. 7.

Felines — who reportedly ac-
count fur  15 percent of all Inter-

net traffi c , were not always the 
cultural darlings they are today. 
The domestic animals were once 
considered bad luck, but like so 
many meowtcasts, they found 
their niche at sea, the lecturer 
said.

“They were considered ser-
vants of the devil,” said Paul Kou-
dounaris, an art historian and 

Continued on page 6
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READY TO ROCK: Renae 
Holland is bringing her sea-
food — named in a nod to Jon 
Bon Jovi — to Bay Ridge.

Cyber fans can get a glimpse of next-generation fi lm-making this week in 
Dumbo, when the Virtual Reality Film Festival comes to town on Oct. 6 at 
26 Bridge (26 Bridge St. between Plymouth and John streets). Visit www.
kvrff.com for ticket info.

Seafood joint riffs on Bon JoviKosciuszko rising

Gerritsen
haunted by 
ghost ship GALLEY 

CATS!
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JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED

1-800-404-CLAW
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway

RETAIL MKT. ONLY
3  $33F

O
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1 ¼ lb. Each 
Other Sizes 
Available

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7
New Car Look””

Let us Give your Car that

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

Limited Time offer

Official Insurance Inspection Station
Mon.–Fri., 7:30am-6pm
Saturday, 9am-3pm

OPEN  
6 DAYS

Auto Dent

718–854–7900

Virtually fun!

FALL SPECIAL EVENT

25% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

299 ATLANTIC AVE. BKLYN, NY 11201
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Community News Group 
would like to thank 

the Sponsors and Supporters 
of our October 2nd
Pink Newspapers

Their participation in this important edition helped to raise breast cancer awareness in New York

 

BROOKLYN SUPPORTERS

QUEENS SUPPORTERS

BROOKLYN SPONSOR BRONX SPONSOR

Thank you to all our advertisers 
who participated in this important issue

Sal’s Transmissions
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Elhadi Ndiaye took a 
chance on football three 
years ago, and now he’s giv-
ing people reasons to take a 
chance on him.

The New Utrecht grad-
uate, who was a basket-
ball standout most of his 
life, took the advice of 
his cousin, NFL lineman 
Ogemdi Ndiaye, to move 
his game to the gridiron. 

“He was with the Char-
gers at the time,” Ndiaye 
said. “In the offseason 
I would go down and he 
would bring me with him. I 
was just doing drills along 
with him and I just loved 
it.”

The 6-foot-4, 265-pound 
Ndiaye, a native of Senegal, 
became a star defensive end 
at Division-II Nebraska-
Kearney as a junior in col-
lege and briefl y signed with 
the Cleveland Browns after 
graduation in 2014. 

Now he has earned a 
chance at reviving his pro-
football dream when he 
was picked from a group of 
more than 200 players for 
one of the fi nal spots on the 
Brooklyn Bolts roster at 
open tryouts Sept. 20.

“He showed explosion, 
and we just felt like he ap-
peared to be light on his 
feet,” said Bolts coach 
Terry Shea. 

Ndiaye didn’t try out 
for the Fall Experimen-
tal Football League last 
season because his agent 
didn’t know much about it. 
But when the two did their 
homework, they were im-
pressed with the opportu-
nity it provided. 

Unlike the Canadian 
Football League, players 
aren’t locked into con-
tracts for a full season. 
They can leave for an NFL 
opportunity at any time. 
The level of competition 
is also high, with teams 
featuring former college 
stars, many of whom al-
ready received looks from 
NFL teams.

“Then we were able to 
see the stats,” Ndiaye said. 
“They were able to help 
players get back to the 
NFL, so me and my agent 
thought it would be a good 

idea to give this a shot.”
Just like he gave foot-

ball a shot after making his 
name in a different sport.

Football was all around 
him in his family, because 
his younger brother Dame 
Ndiaye was a heavily re-
cruited defensive end. El-
hadi Ndiaye said he used to 
be mistaken for Dame and 
was told by coaches such 
as Eagles headman Chip 
Kelly, who was at Oregon at 
the time, that he needed to 
play football.

Still, Elhadi remained 
the basketball player in the 
family as he bounced all 
over Brooklyn from public 
housing development to an-
other. No one pushed him 
toward football because he 
was good on the hardwood, 
earning All-American hon-
ors at Grossmont (Calif.) ju-
nior college. 

He got to the gridiron on 
his own, realizing his size 
and athletic ability could 
take him a long way as a 
football player.

“[My cousin Ogemdi] 
would just bring me pro-
tein shakes, food,” he said. 
“I started eating and lift-
ing with him. Next thing 
you know, I went from 218 
to 240, and all of a sudden 
kept getting bigger.”

Ndiaye still needed 
to learn the ins and outs 
of the game and said he 
didn’t even know how to 
put on pads when he ar-
rived at Nebraska-Kear-
ney. The teaching aspect 
is another reason why 
playing for the Bolts was 
important. 

He is working with offen-
sive line coach Eric Hicks 
on technique daily and 
playing in a lower stance. 

His eagerness to learn was 
one of the reasons the Bolts 
coaches took him.

“We think he has at 
least the demeanor to get 
to the next level,” Shea 
said. “Whether he can 
play at that level, that is 
for the NFL coaches to de-
cide.”

Until that time, Ndiaye 
is going to enjoy playing at 
home — and soaking in as 
must football knowledge as 
possible.

“I’m just trying to get 
better at the things that I 
know I must improve on,” 
Ndiaye said.  “The rest is 
in God’s hands. The only 
thing I can control is how 
hard I work and how much 
better I get.”

The Bolts opened 
against the Florida Black-
tips on Oct. 2 at MCU 
Park.

BY VICTORIA KIM
When the Islanders de-
camped from Long Island 
to Brooklyn, the team 
brought along a piece of 
its history — the original 
organ from the Nassau 
Coliseum.  

Some might even call 
it the beating heart of the 
franchise.

“It really is a signature 
sound at Isles games,” 
said the team’s longtime 
organist, Paul Cartier, 
who will be playing for 
the fans at its new home.

True fans will recog-
nize the familiar com-
bination of traditional 
songs and contemporary 
pop coming from the 
freshly transplanted or-
gan at Isles games in the 
upcoming season.

“A lot of Islanders fans 
are worried the move to 
Brooklyn means a loss of 
tradition, and rightfully 
so. So it’s smart that the Is-
landers are bringing Paul 
Cartier and his organ to 
Barclays. It’s a touch of the 
familiar,” said Nicholas 
Hirshon, author of “Images 
of America: Nassau Veter-
ans Memorial Coliseum.”

As more stadiums and 
sports franchises switch 
to computerized sound-
boards, a traditional sta-
dium organ such as the Is-
landers’ 366-pound Lowry 
Sensation is something of 
a retro curiosity. But Hir-
shon said that a real instru-
ment at the fi ngertips of an 
experienced maestro such 
as Cartier — also plays for 

the New York Yankees — 
can engage fans in a way 
nothing else can.

“Organs add charm to 
the game experience, and 
also some mischief,” said 
Hirshon. “An organist can 
communicate messages 
that the scoreboard opera-
tor can’t. With a few notes, 
[Cartier] could get 16,000 
people to chant, ‘Let’s go 
Islanders!’ to get fans back 
into the game — even if 
they felt like burying their 
faces in their hands.”

Cartier is a lifelong 
Isles fan, and was at the 
team’s very fi rst game at 
age 12. 

“I grew up and went 
to school in the shadows 
of the Nassau Coliseum,” 
he said.

He began playing for the 
Islanders in 1979, occasion-
ally fi lling in for the Isles’ 
original organist Fred 
Mendelson, who hooked 
Cartier up with his fi rst gig 
at the Nassau stadium. 

“I mentioned that 
I played, and that my 
brother had season tick-
ets. This meant I was 
there almost every game,” 
Cartier said. “[Mendelson] 
asked me to come upstairs 
to the organ, which I did 
the next game. He had me 
play right then, between 
periods of an Isles game.” 

The familiar sound of 
Cartier’s organ will greet 
fans at the Islanders’ fi rst 
game of the 2015-2016 sea-
son against the Chicago 
Blackhawks at Barclays 
Center on Oct. 9.

Former hoops star suits up for Brooklyn’s football team

ORGANIC: Longtime Islanders organist Paul Cartier came to 
Barclays Center along with the vintage Lowry organ the team 
brought from its old home at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coli-
seum. Photo by Jason Speakman

WELCOME HOME: (Above) New 
Utrecht grad Elhadi Ndiaye, a 
relative newcomer to football, 
will suit up for the Bolts as 
defensive end after his NFL-
lineman cousin suggested he 
try the sport. (Right) The for-
mer basketball standout gets 
in some scrimmage time at his 
home fi eld, MCU Park, during 
practice on Sept. 23. 
 Photos by Jason Speakman

Islanders’ organ 
transplanted

Utrecht alum a Bolt
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY ARMAND DIPHTHONG
It was a street nearly 94 
years in the naming.

Legendary Courier col-
umnist Lou Powsner re-
ceived the city’s equivalent 
of a monument in Yankee 
Stadium on Saturday when 
Mermaid Avenue between 
W. 17th and W. 19th streets 
was co-named for the man 
known for years as “The 
Mayor of Coney Island.”

Powsner, a haberdasher 
whose prose graced the 
pages of the Brooklyn 
Graphic, Bay News, Bay 
Ridge Courier, and Mill 
Marine Courier for more 
than 60 years, was hon-
ored on the block where 
he lived and worked for a 
good portion of his  nearly 
94 years .

“Lou stayed in Coney 

Island when many fl ed,” 
said former Borough Presi-
dent Marty Markowitz dur-
ing the Sept. 26 ceremonies 

prior to the unveiling of 
the new street sign. “He 
never stopped fi ghting 
for the neighborhood, 
and he’s a big reason for 
the neighborhood’s re-
surgence.”

Markowitz added that 
Powsner was one of the 
many characters Brook-
lyn was known for in the 
1960s, 1970s, and 1980s, 
when the borough fell 
on hard times, and guys 
with guts and moxie like 
Lou carried the torch for 
her.

“Sadly, there aren’t 
many of these characters 
left,” Markowitz said, 
“and the borough sorely 

misses them.”
Powsner fought for 

brighter street lights to help 
stop nighttime crime, and 

battled the city over park-
ing meters he said gave sub-
urban shopping malls an 
unfair advantage over his 
beloved main streets like 
Mermaid Avenue — where 
his men’s shop was open for 
business from when he was 
a child until he retired in 
1994.

And local reporters used 
his photographic memory 
like a library, picking his 
brain as if going through 
the offi cial microfi ched ar-
chives of the borough that 
could be counted on to help 
put any situation in per-
spective.

“Whenever I assigned 
a reporter to cover Coney 
Island, the fi rst person I 
would have them call was 
Lou,” Courier editor Vince 
DiMiceli said. “That is, if he 

hadn’t called them fi rst.”
Also on hand for the cer-

emony — which was put to-
gether by local Councilman 
Mark Treyger — were for-
mer Assemblywoman Adele 

Cohen, Assemblyman Bill 
Colton, Powsner’s daughter 
Bonnie, son Farrel, grand-
children, great-grandchil-
dren, and nearly 100 other 
well-wishers.

FAMILY TIES: (Above) From 
left, Ryan Carlson, Naomi 
Carlson, Norman Snow, Bon-
nie Snow, Jen Snow, Farrel 
Powsner, Isaac Bachman, 
Sheila Powsner, Max Bach-
man, Lori Bachman, and 
Jake Bachman celebrate 
Lou (right). 

POW!: Mermaid Avenue between 
W. 17th and W. 19th streets is now 
known as Lou Powsner Place, 
named for legendary Courier col-
umnist and the “Mayor of Coney 
Island” Lou Powsner, who died last 
year at the age of 93. 
 Photo by Arthur DeGaeta

Mermaid Avenue named 
for ‘mayor’ Lou Powsner!
Legendary Courier columnist immortalized in Coney Island
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FALL SPECIAL EVENT

25% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

PURCHASE

BROOKLYN’S LARGEST SELECTION 
OF DESIGNER PRODUCTS FOR 

EVERY STYLE AND BUDGET

FREE DELIVERY ($150 VALUE)

CALL OR CLICK FOR YOUR FREE
PERSONALIZED APPOINTMENT

BY ERIC FAYNBERG
They’re pumping up the 
case to make this forgotten 
Coney Island structure a 
landmark.

The Coney Island Wa-
ter Pressure Pumping Sta-
tion is one of the structures 
on the docket for upcoming 
hearings to clear several de-
cades worth of backlogged 
New York City Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
cases. And community ac-
tivists and architectural 
organizations are  trying to 
strengthen the case  as the 
Oct. 8 Brooklyn hearing in 
approaches. 

One Coney Island ex-
pert believes the station’s 
historic signifi cance alone 
makes it worthy of the des-
ignation, since it was orig-
inally built to provide the 
additional water pressure 
needed to put out the cata-
strophic blazes that fre-
quently swept through the 
People’s Playground in the 
early 20th century.

“The pumping station 
has a lot of symbolic mean-
ing to Coney Island be-
cause the neighborhood 
was shaped by fi re in the 
years before the station was 
built,” said Charles Den-
son, executive director of 
 the Coney Island History 
Project . “The station sym-
bolically helped save Coney 
Island until it was decom-
missioned.”

The station on Neptune 
Avenue   at W. 23rd Street 
abutting Coney Island 
Creek was built in 1938 in 
response to a 1932 inferno 
that destroyed four blocks 
stretching from the amuse-
ment to the residential dis-
trict. But the building’s 
unique aesthetics are also 
part of the reason some 
want to see the structure 
landmarked.

Prominent Art Deco ar-
chitect Irwin Chanin de-
signed the building in the 
“Moderne” style — a type 
of Art Deco architecture 
common in the 1930s. Cha-
nin designed many nota-

ble high-rise buildings in 
Manhattan — including 
the Majestic on Central 
Park West and the Chanin 
Building on E. 42nd Street, 
both already landmarked 
— as well as several Broad-
way theaters. But the low-
rise Pumping Station was a 
starkly different project for 
Chanin, and one of the only 
municipal utilities he ever 
designed. 

The structure’s signifi -
cance to the Art Deco move-
ment — and the rarity of 
such architecture in the 
area — inspired one pres-
ervation group to take up 
the cause of the landmark 
push. 

“Many Art Deco build-
ings across the city are ap-
proaching their centennial 
in the next 10 or 20 years,” 
said Roberta Nusim, the 
president of the Art Deco 
Society of New York. “We 
have to be active about pre-
serving buildings of this 
style. This station deserves 
to be a landmark, and that 
would be the fi rst step in re-
vitalizing it as part of the 
landscape of Coney Island.”

The abandoned fi re-fi ght-
ing utility has been dor-
mant since the early 1970s, 

and by the time Pumping 
Station was fi rst proposed 
as a potential landmark in 
1980, it had become a rat-
infested eyesore with piles 
of litter accumulating on 
its expansive grounds, ac-
cording to a letter submit-
ted to the commission by 
the then-principal of Mark 
Twain Junior High School 
next door.

The building’s most 
distinguishing features — 
four Art Deco double-Pe-
gasus sculptures — were 
moved to the Brooklyn Mu-
seum in 1981 due to vandal-
ism, where they remain to-
day. 

 A 1990 plan to devote $23 
million to turn the struc-
ture into transitional hous-
ing for homeless families 
never materialized , and 
the building itself has been 
boarded up for decades, but 
the grounds outside are 
now used as a community 
garden. 

Denson — who recalls 
gazing out at the structure 
when he attended Mark 
Twain as a child — believes 
there are plenty of potential 
uses that would make the 
station an asset to the com-
munity once again.

Coney Island Art Deco structure may 
be a city landmark after 35-year wait

LANDMARK THIS: The Coney Island Pumping Station is a 1930s Art 
Deco structure that could receive landmark status after an Oct. 8 
hearing. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

PUMPED UP
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“And I think the barrier 
to entry in other neigh-
borhoods is lower than 
Williamsburg or Crown 
Heights or all these other 
neighborhoods that are 
blowing up. You can still 
fi nd affordable rent for a 
start-up.”

The restaurant will fo-
cus on simple, fresh fi sh 
dishes, including salmon 
burgers, fi sh tacos, and 
lobster rolls. Of course, 
Holland will  stick to her 
guns  and sling the fried 
“Jersey-style” anchovies 

that made the biz famous, 
she said. 

The eatery won’t be a 
 dry county , either, so if 
you’re mouth is running 
dry, they’ll have beer and 
 wine (though, not bitter)  
on tap, Holland said.

 Bon Chovie started at 
Brooklyn Flea and then 
moved to Smorgasburg,  
where it enjoyed  runaway  
success. 

Holland got hooked up 
with Zito’s after she took 
her concept to the Coney 
Island Smorgasburg ear-
lier this year. She needed 
a commercial kitchen in 
Southern Brooklyn to do 
food prep, and Zito’s was 

renting out space. The 
storefront seating wasn’t 
working out for Zito’s, so 
the owner decided to split 
the shop with Holland.

Bon Chovie is taking 
front stage, but you can 
still get a meatball parm 
or Sicilian Panelle, a Zi-
to’s manager said.

“We’ll still be doing 
our food — just delivery 
and catering,” said man-
ager Scott Flannery.

The new restaurant’s 
name references the ’80s 
arena rocker, but that’s 
about as far as the connec-
tion goes. To keep things 
tasteful, menu items won’t 
make reference to Bon 

Jovi lyrics, so don’t expect 
your monkfi sh, dipping 
sauce, and wine to have 
a clever name like “ when 
you get monk, aoili be the 
wine .” 

Bon Jovi did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment, but  he told food blog 
Grub Street that he dug 
the Bon Chovie concept in 
a 2011 interview.  

“I love that!” Bon Jovi 
said. “But son of a gun, 
he’s stealing my gig. Okay, 
in lieu of payment for 
trademark infringement, 
I’ll just have him come 
work at Soul Kitchen [Bon 
Jovi’s restaurant]. Can 
you arrange that?”

author. “The one place 
where they were wanted 
— truly liked — was on 
ships. Ship cat was an of-
fi cial position, and a de-
cent ship would not go 
out to sea without a ship 
cat.”

Sailors prized the 
pusses because they 
killed rodents and pro-
tected food stores — so 
effectively that their 
prowling prowess earned 
several mousers fame, 
military rank, and med-
als, he said.

The most famous 
nautical feline might 
be Simon the Able Ship-
cat — a military moggie 
who lived aboard Brit-
ish sloop the HMS Ame-
thyst, Koudounaris said. 
The boat sustained cata-
strophic damage on the 
Yangtze River during a 
Chinese civil war in 1949, 
keeping it immobile for a 
month, he said. Simon 
took shrapnel in the at-
tack, but once surgery 
had him back on all four 
sea legs, Simon methodi-
cally slaughtered the rat 
population that had ex-
ploded aboard since the 
ship anchored.

Besides saving sail-
ors’ food — and thus 
their lives — the kit-
ty’s kills were a morale 
booster. After the ship 
was freed, the British 

Crown awarded Simon 
one of its highest mili-
tary decorations, the Vic-
toria Cross, winning the 
cat world-renown, Koud-
ounaris said.

“By the time they got 
free, he was an interna-
tional sensation,” he said. 
“The Royal Navy hired a 
press agent to handle his 
correspondences. When 
he died, they pulled away 
planks from the ship 
to build a cross for his 
grave.”

Photos and commis-
sioned paintings of Simon 
and a litter of other nine-
lived nautical types will 
illustrate the Catland 
talk, he said.

Koudounaris said 
that feline freebooters 
also aided sailors on 
the underside of the 
law, but their stories 
are stowed in Davy 
Jones’s locker.

“Pirates defi nitely had 
cats, but none of them are 
famous,” he said. “The is-
sue there is — kind of like 
with the Vikings — pi-
rates didn’t keep written 
logs the way navy vessels 
did, so you can’t really go 
back and research them 
and put the stories to-
gether.”

“Ship Cats: Adventure! 
Courage! Betrayal!” at 
Catland Books (987 Flush-
ing Ave. between Ever-
green Avenue and Bogart 
Street in Bushwick, www.
catlandbooks.com). Oct. 7 
at 7 pm. Free.

Continued from page 1 

CATS

Continued from page 1 

BON CHOVIE

HOLDING THE LINE: Ditmas Park author Ben Nadler will discuss 
his crime novel at Book Court on Oct. 18. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG
Call it a Southern Brooklyn 
Gothic.

A new mystery novel 
puts its focus on Brooklyn’s 
southern neighborhoods, 
drawing its title from a cen-
tury-old story of violence 
on what is now the N train. 
The author of “The Sea 
Beach Line,” who will dis-
cuss the book on Oct. 18 at 
Book Court, says he got the 
name from an old newspa-
per article.

“I read this article once 
looking through the Times 
archives about these thugs 
that the Sea Beach Line 
would hire to deal with 
fare evaders,” said Ben Na-
dler. “These guys would 
hunt down the fare evad-
ers and throw them off the 
train, throw them from the 
tracks. That story from 
100 years ago always stuck 
with me.”

Nadler’s novel involves 
characters in a similarly 
violent world, following a 
young man searching for 
his vanished father, who 
sold books on the street 
while working odd jobs for 
an organized crime fam-

ily. The Ditmas Park au-
thor says he took inspira-
tion from his own time as a 
book-selling street vendor.
“I always knew there was a 
book in there somewhere,” 
Nadler said. “You hear a lot 
of tall tales on the street, a 
lot of interesting stories.”
Nadler wove those tales 
into a coming-of-age story 
that also includes orga-
nized crime, fortune-tell-
ing, and a forbidden love 
affair with a young Hasidic 

woman. Nadler says that 
all of these elements come 
from his study of two liter-
ary traditions he feels are 
underrated: crime novels 
and Jewish storytelling.
“I think the American 
crime novel — the pulps 
and the hardboiled authors 
like Dashiell Hammet — is 
one of this country’s great-
est literary contributions,” 
said Nadler, who teaches 
creative writing at sev-
eral colleges in New York 

City. “But it’s a really ne-
glected form of literature, 
and I think the same thing 
applies to the Hasidic Jew-
ish storytelling tradition. 
They’re both working class 
tales, tales born on the 
street.”

Nadler also wants his 
story to celebrate the lesser-
known neighborhoods in 
the borough. 
“A lot of writers are writing 
about ‘brownstone’ Brook-
lyn, but this is a book that 
deals with southern Brook-
lyn, which has kind of been 
forgotten,” he said. 

His books vision of 
Brooklyn is a refuge, a 
place for characters who 
have nowhere else to be.

“A big aspect of the book 
is the idea of displacement,” 
said Nadler. “People just 
kind of end up here. That’s 
part of what makes this 
such an exciting place.” 

Ben Nadler reads from 
“The Sea Beach Line” at 
Book Court [163 Court St., 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
Streets in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 875–3677, www.book-
court.com]. Oct. 18 at 4 pm. 
Free.

HOLDING THE LINE: Ditmas Park author Ben Nadler will discuss 
his crime novel at Book Court on Oct. 18. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Mystery novel features Brooklyn

CAT NAP: Sarah snoozes aboard the HMS Shropshire. 
 Paul Koudounaris
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But when she looked out 
her window, she didn’t see 
anyone, so she nodded off 
to sleep. It wasn’t until the 
next morning that Fazzouli 
and her husband Steven 
found the massive steel mo-
torboat scuttled in the shal-
low waters of Gerritsen 
Inlet — a few feet from the 
shore, but fi rmly within 
her property.

Making matters worse, 
the cost of removing the der-
elict vessel may fall on the re-
tired couple, according to the 
Department of Sanitation, 
which said that because the 
wreck isn’t accessible from 
the land, it’s not the depart-
ment’s responsibility.

To fi gure out how to get 
rid of the boat, the Fazzuolis 
contacted Jack Schachner, 
owner of the White Cap Ma-
rine Rescue Services, who 
provided an estimate for the 
cost of removal and disposal. 

And it’s enough to shiver 
your timbers.

First, the breach that 
caused the vessel to sink 
has to be identifi ed and re-
paired before pumping out 
the water so the boat can be 
moved — a minimum cost 
of $3,000. And then there’s 
the cost of proper disposal 
— which is likely what 
prompted the boat’s right-
ful owners to abandon it in 
the fi rst place. Being a steel-
hulled boat, the vessel will 
have to be cut into pieces 
using blowtorches — an ad-
ditional $4,000 fee.  Finally, 

safely disposing of the frac-
tured hull can cost another 
$1,500 to $2,500 — for a 
grand total of up to $9,500.

“People do not realize 
the cost associated with 
this kind of operation,” 
said Schachner. “It’s astro-
nomical.”

The Fazzoulis — who, 
even after receiving relief 
funds, had to pay an addi-
tional $25,000 out of pocket to 
repair damage to their home 
from Hurricane Sandy — say 
there’s no way they can afford 
the enormous cost of dealing 
with the junked boat.

“I’m a retired teacher,” 
said Yolanda. “It’s bad 
enough that I went through 
Sandy. I can’t pay for that 
boat — and I don’t think I 
should have to.”

The couple has reached 
out to Assemblywoman 
Roxanne Persaud, who 
is working with various 
agencies and the NYPD 

Harbor Patrol to see if the 
city will help with the re-
moval — although nobody 
has stepped up as of yet to 
provide assistance, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the 
assemblywoman.

The sanitation depart-
ment sent a supervisor to 
investigate the derelict 
vessel, but ultimately de-
cided it was not within the 
department’s jurisdiction 
and that it would not assist 
in the removal, according 
to a spokeswoman, who 
could not suggest another 
agency that might have ju-
risdiction there. 

Meanwhile, the  ves-
sel’s engine and fuel tank 
threaten to spew noxious 
pollutants into the inlet, and 
there’s a possibility that the 
boat itself may damage a 
nearby bulkhead on the Faz-
zouli’s property, according 
to Schachner.

Diane Park.
The enormous pillars, 

which are still rising next 
to the existing bridge that 
carries Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway drivers from 
Greenpoint to the northern 
hinterlands of Queens, will 
eventually peak at 275-feet 
— around the height of the 
Statue of Liberty. 

The towers will frame 
the fi rst of two new bridges 
that will funnel expressway 
traffi c across the creek. 
That span should be up and 
running at the beginning 
of 2017, at which point work-
ers will demolish the exist-
ing 1930s antique and kick 
of construction of a second 

bridge, which is slated for 
completion in 2020. 

Once both three-lane 
spans are complete, the 
fi rst will become a one-way 
Queens-bound bridge while 
the second will serve only 
Brooklyn-bound traffi c. 

Contractors are now 

readying the land near 
the new bridge for con-
struction. The state is re-
locating part of Cherry 
Street — which previ-
ously ran just under the 
expressway — further 
south, and has begun 
moving new sewers and 
electrical lines, Park 
said. 

Offi cials have shut 
down Sgt. William 
Dougherty Playground 
at the corner of Cherry 
Street and Vandervoort 
Avenue during con-

struction and won’t reopen 
the park until late 2017 at 
the earliest —  which has 
angered locals  who say 
 the already green-space-
starved  neighborhood 
can’t afford to lose any 
more parkland. 

Continued from page 1 
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Continued from page 1 

BOAT

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

ON THE RISE: The rising concrete 
towers that will frame the new 
Kosciuszko Bridge surpassed the 
original structure in August of this 
year. Photo by Jason Speakman

SINKING DEBT: This 25-foot motorboat was scuttled on Yolanda 
and Steve Fazzouli’s property during the night of Sept. 16, leaving 
the couple with a massively expensive problem on their hands. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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2003 Emmons Ave. 

718.332.6064

The Finest in Greek Cuisine In An Elegant Setting

Outdoor Dining 
Voted Best Seafood

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

Complete Menu online: www.Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$2299

FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER

$1199

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPON ONLY WITH COUPON ONLYEXP. 10/10/15 EXP. 10/10/15

3  $33F
O
R

LOBSTERS 

+TAX +TAX

ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 10/10/15

NEXT DOOR
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Dining Across the Waterfront

Elegant 
Presentation
Quality 
Ingredients
Impeccable 
Service
Unparalleled 
Taste

www.NextDoorBrooklyn.com

2005 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn

Tower power
More than 30,000 patriots commemorated the lives lost in the 9-11 terror attacks during the 
annual Tunnel to Towers run on Sept. 27. The throng charged through the Brooklyn Battery 
Tunnel from Red Hook to Manhattan, following the footprints of off-duty Park Slope fi refi ghter 
Stephen Siller, who died responding to the 2001 attacks after dashing through the tunnel when 
traffi c closures prevented him from driving.  Photo by Jason Speakman
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224 Livingston Street
Brooklyn, New York 11201

(718) 522-6300

WWW.HUNTERSSTEAKHOUSE.NET

VALET PARKING

Appetizer 

TRADITIONAL GERMAN 
HAUS SALAD
Salad of Mixed Greens with a Raspberry Walnut 
Vinaigrette

Entrée
BAVARIAN SAUERBRATEN
Pot roast of Beef Marinated in Burgundy Wine, 
Vinegar and Spices, Served with German Potato 
Pancakes and Red Cabbage

GERMAN KNOCKWURST PLATTER
German Sausage Served with Sauerkraut
Potato Pancake and Mustard 

Entrée (continued) 

PORK SCHNITZEL
Tenderized and Breaded Pork Loin, Pan Fried and 
Served with Red Cabbage and Potato Pancake

GERMAN STYLE STUFFED CABBAGE
Served with Sauerkraut Mustard and Potato 
Pancake

BEEF GOULASH
Served with Traditional Egg Noodles

Dessert 
HOMEMADE HOT APPLE STRUDEL                          

$2795
    
PER PERSON 
PLUS TAX & GRATUITY

OOOOOCCCCCTTTTTOOOOOBBBBBEEEEERRRRR 1111133333TTTTTHHHHH––OOOOOCCCCCTTTTTOOOOOBBBBBEEEEERRRRR 3333311111SSSSSTTTTT

We accommodate up to 100 guests  Buffet or sit down Off-premise catering available 

Open 7 days for lunch & dinner

Free delivery 5–10:30 p.m.

Late Night Menu til 1 a.m.

Private Party Room

For party info call: 

718-238-9260

SUNDAY & MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

SATURDAYFRIDAYTHURSDAY

DRINK & APPETIZER 
SPECIALS ALL DAY

PRE FIXE MENU $2995

SOUP OR SALAD
18 OZ. N.Y. STRIP STEAK

DESSERT, COFFEE

HAPPY HOUR 5–8PM

DJ 10PM

PRIME RIB NIGHT

DJ 10PM

TACO TUESDAYS
PITCHER’S OF SANGRIA OR 

MARGARITAS $15

½ PRICE BURGERS

KARAOKE 7–10PM

CATCH ALL MET-YANKEE PLAYOFFS & ALL FOOTBALL GAMES

JOIN US FOR

3RD AVE FESTIVAL
SUNDAY

OCTOBER 4TH
12PM ON...
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BY MAX JAEGER
A city plan to seize unused 
shorefront land in Coney Is-
land doesn’t go far enough, 
say local leaders.

Mayor DeBlasio will use 
eminent domain to force 
owners of three seaside lots 
to sell the land so he can 
make good on his predeces-
sor’s 2009 proposal to ex-
pand the amusement area 
of the People’s Playground. 
But the city should claw 
back even more land for the 
public benefi t, according to 
the area’s unoffi cial mayor.

“I think it’s a terrifi c 
idea,” said Boardwalk im-
presario Dick Zigun. “I 
just wished they would go 
further and take the Shore 
Theater.”

 Zigun has long called 
for the city to forcibly take 
the crumbling, 90-year-old 
landmark  from the heirs to 

late Coney Island developer 
Horace Bullard. 

The local councilman 
agreed the city should in-
tervene in the future of the 
Shore Theater.

“The land that is now 
being contested by the city 
is owned by the same land-
lord who owns the historic 
Shore Theater, which has 
been languishing in de-
crepit condition for many 
years,” said Councilman 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney Is-
land). “They have not been 
responsive to numerous at-
tempts to discuss the future 
of that site. If they had plans 
or ambitions to fi x up their 
property, then the com-
munity would be all for it, 
but to let the land rot goes 
against everything that 
we’re working for to make 
Coney Island a year-round 
neighborhood.”

The city has been work-
ing for years to try and 
buy the area’s vacant and 
crumbling properties out-
right, but landlords have 
been holding out, hoping 
the garbage-fi lled lots will 
turn into golden eggs amid 
the Brooklyn’s development 
rush, Treyger said.

The councilman isn’t 
taking the mayor’s exercise 
of eminent domain powers 
lightly, but he said in this 
case, it’s warranted.

“It is always prefera-
ble for normal and regular 
real estate business to take 
place,” Treyger said. “But 
they’re just speculating to 
see how the market shapes 
up. It is extremely frustrat-
ing for residents and myself 
to walk by and see vacant 
lots holding back our abil-
ity to actualize a common 
vision for the future of our 

iconic neighborhood.”
The city will take pos-

session of lots on W. 12th, 
W. 15th, and W. 23rd streets, 
city offi cials said. One lot in-
cludes the former site of the 
original Thunderbolt Roller 
Coaster. It will be at least the 
second time the city exer-
cised authority over the land 
— in 2000, then-mayor Rudy 
Giuliani razed the derelict 

wooden thrill ride that stood 
there since 1925.

The parcels are the last 
ones the city needs to ex-
ecute a 2009 plan for an ex-
panded entertainment dis-
trict that includes parkland, 
additional amusements, and 
affordable housing, a parks 
spokesman said. It will be 
the realization of a major 
promise the city made to 

clean up and turn around 
Coney Island, Zigun said.

“Most neighborhoods 
that go through rezoning 
and big projects are lucky to 
get half of what was prom-
ised during the proposal,” 
Zigun said. “With these 
projects, Coney will get — 
in the amusement area — 
almost everything that was 
promised.”

Fed-up locals say city should have added 
Shore Theater to Coney Island land grab

MASTER OF HIS DOMAIN: This long-unused shorefront lot between W. 15th Street and MCU Park is 
one of the Coney Island properties Mayor DeBlasio says he will seize through eminent domain for city-
backed redevelopment. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Line in the sand
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