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BY COLIN MIXSON
These students are begging 
to be stumped.

Brooklyn College is 
sharpening its axe and pre-
paring to chop down more 
than a dozen dying Sibe-
rian Elms on the Flatbush 
campus. Alumni and stu-
dents don’t mind the ar-
borcide, but they want col-

lege brass to preserve the 
stumps for students’ rumps 
or sell naming rights to 
well-heeled alumni, ac-
cording to one graduate 
who’s stumping for the tree 
stubs.

“I think they can use the 
stumps as little benches, 
and they might be able to 
raise some money by nam-

ing the stumps,” said Cy 
Adler, a member of Friends 
of the East-Quad Stumps 
and a Class of 1950 alum-
nus.

Siberian Elms only 
thrive for about 60 years in 
a temperate climate, accord-
ing to activists. And that’s 
exactly how old Brooklyn 

BY MAX JAEGER
Move over “homes and churches” 
— Brooklyn is the borough of 
books!

A panel of local literary giants 
will name the two most Brooklyn-
esque texts at the Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Brooklyn Classic benefi t 
party on Oct. 23. But before the cer-
emony for the literati, fi nalists for 
the new Brooklyn Eagles literary 
prize in non-fi ction and fi ction cat-
egories will read from their works 
at the Library’s Central Branch on 
Oct. 20 and 22, respectively. 

If you struggle to envision what 
constitutes a truly “Brooklyn” 
piece of writing, you are not alone 
— the judges will have to hash that 
out themselves before selecting 

BY COLIN MIXSON
They think it’s poison 
poop.

Several Brooklyn dogs 
have fallen seriously sick 
with narcotics poisoning 
after visiting Prospect 
Park in recent weeks — 
possibly after eating drug-
tainted excrement left be-
hind by local druggies, say 

local dog lovers.
“That narcotics users 

are ‘taking dumps in the 
park’ that are subsequently 
munched on by dogs is a 
pretty easy conclusion to 
reach, especially since vets 
are identifying the agent 
as a narcotic,” said Garry 
Osgood, the president of 

Continued on page 6
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G’Pointers teach classes on 
Aboriginal wind instrument

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
How do you didgeridoo?

A pair of musicians will an-
swer that very question when 
they begin teaching a new three-
month course on the ancient 
Australian Aboriginal wind in-
strument in Greenpoint later 
this month. And they won’t just 
be schooling their pupils on how 
to play — they also hope to blow 
some minds, said one of the edu-
cators.

“The didgeridoo kind of 
opened the spiritual dimension 
up for me,” said AJ Block, who 
will instruct “The ABCs of 

Didgeridoo” at Green Street 
spiritual space the Sacred Arts 
Research Foundation with fel-
low enthusiast Tyler Sussman 
starting Oct. 20.

Block and Sussman were both 
jazz musicians when they met as 
college students in California — 
Sussman played the saxophone, 
while Block had been a decade-
long devotee of the trombone 
with some guitar and piano on 
the side. 

But when a mutual friend in-
troduced them to the wonders 
of the didgeridoo — the English 

Continued on page 10
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STUMPED: Brooklyn Col-
lege student Dom Famularo 
wants to preserve the insti-
tution’s stumps.

FOREVER DIDGE: AJ Block used to play the trombone, but when he discov-
ered the mystical powers of the didgeridoo, he threw his once-beloved brass 
instrument by the wayside.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Pups sick in P’Park College students hug trees
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
It’s a dock-out!

A Greenpoint man 
parked his car on a neigh-
borhood street last Thurs-
day morning, and returned 
seven hours later only to 
fi nd a new Citi Bike station 
in its place.

At fi rst the guy thought 
it was a prank — but his 
sense of humor disappeared 
when he had to spend al-
most an hour scrambling 
to track down his vanished 
vehicle.  

“My fi rst impression 
was I thought it was really 
funny, like a hidden cam-
era kind of thing,” said 
Guilherme Gonclaves, 
who works as a gardener 
in Manhattan’s Central 
Park.

Gonclaves said he 
left his cherished Mazda 
3 parked at Huron and 
Franklin streets the 
night before, and that it 
was still there at 6 am as 
he left for his job across 
the river. 

But when he came back 
around 1:30 pm to grab the 
car so he could pick up his 
wife and daughter from a 
school function, there was 
a shiny new bike-rental 
rack where he had left it, 
and his wheels were no-

where to be found. 
When Ashton Kutcher 

didn’t pop out to tell him 
he had been “punk’d,” Gon-
claves frantically called 911, 
311, and a local towing com-
pany — assuming someone 
had hauled his auto away 
to parts unknown — then 
spent around 45 minutes 
trying in vain to convince 
police and operators to help 
him locate his missing mo-
torcar. 

Eventually, a nearby ho-
meowner suggested Gon-
claves walk around to see if 
the rack installers had just 
towed it elsewhere, and he 
fi nally breathed a sigh of re-
lief when he found it parked 
further down Huron Street 
at West Street. 

Gonclaves ultimately 
lost only a tiny part of his 
day to the vanishing act, 
but says he is still a little 
miffed at Citi Bike and the 
Department of Transporta-
tion, who he claims failed 
to warn residents not to 
park at that particular cor-
ner and did not leave any 
indication of where it had 
relocated his ride once he 
did.

“It’s not like they took 
it far away,” he said. “It’s 
that they didn’t tell me any-
thing.”

A Citi Bike spokes-
woman said the company 
did put up “no parking” 
signs three days prior to in-
stalling the new rack — and 
provided this paper with 
photographic evidence — 
and that if Goncalves had 
dialed the right number, 
he would have swiftly relo-
cated his missing Mazda. 

“If the resident had 
called either their local po-
lice precinct or our cus-
tomer service center both 
would have been able to pro-
vide information on where 
his car was relocated to,” 
said Dani Simons of Citi 
Bike operator NYC Bike 
Share.

Gonclaves said he still 
loves cycling as much as 
the next guy and recognizes 
the importance of accom-
modating cyclists, but he 
is now beginning to under-
stand the age-old animosity 
between two-wheeled and 
four-wheeled commuters. 
The large and prolifi c blue 
bike-racks —  20 have ar-
rived in Greenpoint since 
August  — are swallowing 
up precious street space 
previously reserved for 
cars, he said. 

“I love bikes, but be-
cause I have a car, I hate 
the bikes now,” he said.

G’Pointer parks vehicle, returns to bike dock

RACKED AWAY: Greenpointer Guilherme Goncalves said he left his car parked at Huron and Franklin 
streets on the morning of Oct. 8, but when he came back from work that afternoon it had been re-
placed by a new Citi Bike rack. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

DOT, where’s my car?

15 piece big band will play music from the Great American 
Songbook which includes songs by Frank Sinatra, 

Tommy Dorsey, Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

PM - 5PM

St Marks School
2602 East 19th Street (Between Jerome Ave. & Ave. Z)

Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tickets $25.00 per person will include coffee and cake

Please call for reservations: Marie Stack 917-841-1617
www.mariestack.com
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BY MAX JAEGER
They want to make Southern 
Brooklyn history.

The city must recognize the 
role Gravesend and Coney Island 
played in shaping the borough by 
landmarking two historic sites, 
local preservationists say.

The Landmarks Preservation 
Commission is clearing a vast 
backlog of proposed landmarks 
that never got a vote on designa-
tion — including the  Lady Debo-
rah Moody House  in Gravesend 
and the  Coney Island Pumping 
Station . Local historians and 
elected offi cials showed up at a 
hearing on the Brooklyn sites 
on Oct. 8 to argue that in a rap-
idly changing borough, the only 
way to preserve its history is to 
protect its most historic and dis-
tinctive buildings before they are 
overtaken by development.

“The structure’s mere pres-
ence acts as a constant reminder 
to residents of the area that there 
is culture and history in South-
ern Brooklyn, too,” said Council-
man Mark Treyger (D –Coney Is-
land) of the Moody House. “Not 
everything can be a condomin-
ium. We must preserve this inte-
gral piece of Southern Brooklyn’s 
infancy.”

 The Moody House  — fi rst 
proposed for landmarking in 
1966, the year after the commis-
sion was established — is named 
for Lady Deborah Moody, who 
founded Gravesend in 1643 and 
was the fi rst female landowner in 
colonial America. 

It is the only remaining stone 
Dutch farmhouse in Brooklyn, 
and one of the last nationwide 
that occupies its original site, ac-
cording to  a commission study . 
Moody probably never lived in 
the house on Gravesend Neck 
Road between Van Sicklen Street 
and McDonald Avenue —  in-
stead, the prominent Van Sicklen 
clan likely erected the house in 
the early 1700s, the report states. 
 It is privately owned and went up 
for sale earlier this year.  

 Preservationists credit the Co-
ney Island Pumping Station with 
literally saving the neighborhood 
in the 1930s and ’40s . Firefi ghters 
were helpless against blazes that 
repeatedly engulfed the amuse-
ment district, because local wa-
ter pressure was so poor, but the 
pumping station changed that, 
historians said. 

Architect Irwin Chanin, 
known for the 46th Street Theater 
and landmarked Chanin building 

in Manhattan, designed the Art 
Deco station in 1938. It was fi rst 
proposed as a landmark in 1980, a 
few years after it went out of ser-
vice, but has stood largely aban-
doned ever since.  The building’s 
most distinguishing features — 
four Art Deco double-Pegasus 
sculptures — were moved to the 
Brooklyn Museum in 1981 due to 
vandalism , where they remain 
today. Preservationists want to 
turn the city-owned facility on 
Neptune Avenue at W. 23rd Street 
abutting Coney Island Creek into 
a museum or other public space 
and return the mythic marble 
horses to their rightful home. But 
they need the landmarks com-
mission to prod the city in that 
direction by designating the site, 
one architect said.

“Chanin’s public work today 
is protected almost singularly by 
its savage dispersal — its own el-
egant marble statues resting at 
the Brooklyn Museum awaiting 
your vote for reunifi cation,” Sean 
Khorsandi told the commission 
at the hearing.

The Coney Island amusement 
district is already home to sev-
eral landmarks, including the 
Cyclone roller coaster, the Para-

Activists to city: Landmark aging historical sites

BY MAX JAEGER
They don’t want to landmark 
the grave markers.

Honchos at Green-Wood 
Cemetery want the city to re-
ject a proposal to landmark 
the historic burial ground, 
but preservationists say por-
tions of the boneyard need 
city protection. The Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion is considering designat-
ing the entirety of the city’s 
oldest graveyard, but ceme-
tery leaders say the wholesale 
designation — proposed in 
1981 but never acted upon — 
would be a waste of resources, 
because they do a good enough 
job keeping the house of dead 
looking lively.

“If it ain’t broke, why fi x 
it?” said cemetery trustee Otis 
Pratt Pearsall, at an Oct. 8 
hearing on a slate of long-lan-
guishing landmarks propos-
als.

And Pearsall isn’t one to 
have reservations about preser-
vation — the Brooklyn Heights 
preservationist championed 
the 1965 Landmarks Law and 
the designation of the Heights 
as a historic district. One prob-
lem is that landmarked struc-
tures are subject to tight regu-
lations on how property owners 
can alter the buildings, and 
since the vast majority of the 
monuments that make Green-
Wood Cemetery so historic 
are technically owned by the 
graveyard’s current and their 
families, designating the whole 
grounds would place an undue 
burden on them.

“An argument could be 
made that the hundreds of 
thousands of plot holders at 
Green-Wood should be par-
ties to this hearing,” ceme-
tery president Richard Moylan 
wrote in a letter to the com-
mission.

Moylan stressed that the 
cemetery cares about preserva-
tion, but should not be shack-
led with restrictive mandates 
in how it directs its limited re-
sources.

“While Green-Wood has, 
in certain instances, stepped 
in to preserve historically 
significant memorials and 
works of art and continues to 
seek philanthropic support 
to do even more through our 

‘Saved in Time’ preservation 
program, to be required to do 
so by the Commission is an 
entirely different matter,” 
Moylan said.

 Green-Wood has already 
tangled with the commission 
earlier this year over its pro-
posal to build a visitor center at 
the nearby land-marked Weir 
Greenhouse . 

Others argued that the city 
does need to step in and pro-
tect key sites at the cemetery 
— such as the century-old cha-
pel and the gate house on Fort 
Hamilton Parkway.

“Designate a few strategic 
structures to encourage the 
cemetery to continue its long 
history of preservation,” said 
independent tour guide Harry 
Matthews.

Moylan has said he is open 
to that notion.

“We are working with the 
staff of the LPC to identify 
which architecturally signifi -
cant Green-Wood-owned struc-
tures could be appropriately 
recognized consistent with our 
mission,” he said in a Septem-
ber press release.

Green-Wood’s lawyer saw 
the proposal for the wholesale 
landmarking of the cemetery 
as overreach.

“When it comes to [designat-
ing] the monuments — it’s time 
to bury the idea,” said attorney 
Kenneth Fisher.

MARK OF GREATNESS: Eric Ierardi, president of the Gravesend Historical Society, says the city must landmark the Lady 
Deborah Moody House in Gravesend, because it’s the area’s oldest and most historically signifi cant structure. 
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe

It’s split wood

LEAVE A MARK

Cemetery offi cials, activists differ 
on Green-Wood landmarking

WASHED UP:  Landmarking all of 
Green-Wood Cemetery could restrict 
how workers maintain the ancient 
gravestones. 
 File photo by Jason Speakman

Continued on page 6
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Call it a brush off.

Pratt Institute is short-
changing its students by 
booting a beloved store that 
sells recycled art materi-
als off its Clinton Hill cam-
pus because it already has 
a contract with a national 
art-store chain, claim cash-
strapped scholars of the art 
and architecture school.

“I’m paying for school 
on my own with student 
loans, and fi nding low-cost 
art supplies is really impor-
tant to me,” said Cody Cala-
maio, a graduate student in 
industrial design at Pratt 
and one of almost 900 people 
who have  signed a petition 
demanding the school save 
Turn Up Art , which rescues 
would-be-wasted art mate-
rials like paintbrushes and 
sells them to students for 
cheap.

Pratt alumnus Gunner 
Tierno has been running 
the sustainable supply store 
under Pratt’s Design Incu-
bator program — a platform 
for entrepreneurial alumni 
to get help building their 
business ventures — since 
shortly after he graduated 
in 2013. The school fi nally 
gave him a physical space to 
peddle his wares on campus 
in July 2014, and the pop-
up shop has since become 
a popular community hub 

for students to fi nd both the 
materials and ideas for their 
works, he said. 

“Turn Up Art has a real 
sense of community on the 
campus, and it’s a place 
where students go to fi nd 
inspiration and relax,” he 
said. “It’s more than a shop 
for them.”

Tierno claims the enter-
prise was ready to stand on 
its own two feet and he was 
about to offer to start pay-
ing rent to Pratt late last 
month, when the institute 
abruptly told him that his 
time in the incubator is up 
— he had to shut down by 
Oct. 15 and vacate the cam-
pus by Nov. 1 — and Turn 
Up Art can’t stay on as a 
regular business because 
the school already has a 
contract with Blick Art Ma-
terial, giving it exclusive 
rights to sell art supplies 
on its grounds.

Pratt claims the store al-
ways had a set expiration 
date — participants in the 
incubator have to clear out 
by an agreed-upon time in 
order to make room for the 
next round of aspiring en-
trepreneurs, a school rep 
said.

But Tierno said the news 
came as a shock — and al-
though Pratt had never 
promised him a permanent 
store, it had also never men-

tioned the Blick deal that 
would make one impossi-
ble. 

And he takes umbrage at 
the idea of Turn Up Art as 
a competitor, anyway — the 
art giant sells brand-new 
goods, he said, while his 
small operation sells worn 
supplies that were probably 
once fresh off Blick shelves.

“We’re not out here to 
compete against Blick,” he 
said. “We don’t want the stu-
dents to resent them. At the 
end of the day, that’s how we 
get the stuff.”

The school says it still 
thinks Tierno’s idea is 
great, and plans to set up 
a similar, non-commercial 
venture of its own in the fu-
ture.

“Campus administra-
tors and student leaders are 
working together to explore 
the creation of a cost-free 
art supply and materials ex-
change for students on cam-
pus,” said spokeswoman 
Amy Aronoff.

Blick did not respond to 
requests for comment, but 
an employee at the supplier’s 
Myrtle Avenue shop next to 
the Pratt campus was rat-
tled by the news.

“That makes me mad,” 
said the employee, who 
asked to remain anony-
mous. “They should be able 
to sell their stuff.”

Students: Pratt booting beloved 
recycled art store for dull chain

TURNED DOWN: Turn Up Art founder Gunner Tierno and treasurer Yuliya Sumina sell used art supplies 
for cheap to cash-strapped Pratt students — but the school is now telling them they have days to get 
off campus. Photo by Jason Speakman

Painted out!
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BY COLIN MIXSON
As a late son of Marine Park 
rests in Heaven, his fam-
ily has given Brooklynites 
a place to rest in their own 
little slice of paradise on 
Earth.

Family, friends, elected 
offi cials, and community 
members gathered in the 
Marine Park Salt Marsh on 
Oct. 9 to dedicate a bench in 
honor of Brian Gewirtz, an 
autistic man who died tragi-
cally and under mysterious 
circumstances earlier this 
year. The 20-year-old found 
solace in the secluded, nat-
ural wonder of Southern 
Brooklyn’s wild wetlands, 
his parents said.

“It was the serenity, the 
quietness of nature,” said 
his mother, Kathy Gewirtz. 
“He loved nature.”

Brian disappeared in 
late February. His mother 
and father, Steve Gewirtz 

led  a search that descended 
from hope into fear , and ul-
timately, into sorrow over 
the course of an agonizing 
45 days, they said. In April, 
 their son’s lifeless body was 
discovered  in a thatch of 
trees on the Marine Park 
Golf Course and not far 
from the salt marsh where 
he often sojourned.

It remains unclear ex-
actly what transpired on 
that cold day in February, 
but the medical examiner 
would ultimately conclude 
that Gewirtz succumbed to 
hypothermia, according to 
Brian’s father.

Over the course of his 
brief existence, Gewirtz 
struggled with autism, but 
never let it defi ne him, his 
parents said.

A lover of nature, 
Gewirtz rose to the rank of 
Eagle Scout — the highest 
rank in the Boy Scouts of 

America — an achievement 
that earned him commen-
dation letters from Presi-
dent Obama and all living 
former U.S. presidents, plus 
Pope Benedict XVI — and of 
course, then-Borough Pres-
ident Marty Markowitz, ac-
cording to his parents. 

“He really was very 
proud of himself,” Brian’s 
father said.

The achievement is 
tough for any youth, but 
Gerwitz didn’t let his au-
tism stand in the way, his 
father said.

“He never liked being 
defi ned by his disability. In 
fact, he worked very hard,” 
said Steve, himself a scout 
leader. “I can tell you it’s a 
lot of work, a lot of dedica-
tion, and a lot of commit-
ment. It’s regimented in 
such a way that it basically 
molds you into a person of 
quality.”

In that role, Brian dis-
tinguished himself by 
reaching out to those with 
struggles of their own and 
helping them to battle drug 
addiction. 

“Brian was deeply con-
cerned about the commu-
nity and environment,” his 
father said. “He was not the 
type of kid who would drink, 
smoke, or do drugs. A lot of 
his work with the scouts 
centered around other kids 
who did drugs, and trying 
to help them to quit.”

At Friday’s dedication, 
Brian’s family repeated 
rituals that have come to 
punctuate their daily lives 
since their son’s passing, 
including tying messages 
to balloons and releasing 
them into the sky, hoping 
their words would reach 
him in the hereafter.

“They’re messages to 
Brian,” his mother ex-

plained. “We send the bal-
loons to Heaven.”

Later, his father wept 
unabashedly as he read the 
poem “Death is Nothing at 
All” by Henry Scott Hol-
land.

The Gerwitzes paid for 
the memorial, and Council-

man Alan Maisel (D–Ma-
rine Park) dedicated it at a 
fork in the road in southern 
Marine Park’s wetlands — 
the sole memorial in the bas-
tion of wilderness that gave 
Brain Gewirtz so much joy 
and ultimately claimed his 
life, his father said.

Bench dedicated to Marine Parker who died tragically

WE LOVE YOU BRIAN: Brian Gewirtz’s family and friends launched 
balloons laden with loving words at a bench dedication in Marine 
Park in his honor. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

A fi tting memorial

Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes
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winners, an organizer said.
“We deliberately left 

it vague,” said Williams-
burger Ashley Mihlebach, 
a prize committee co-chair-
woman and sales assistant 
at Penguin Books. “There 
are a whole lot of stereo-
types and buzzwords that 
have surrounded Brooklyn, 
so we decided not to defi ne it 
and instead to let residents 
of Brooklyn and those who 
are judging decide.”

The criteria may be ill-de-
fi ned, but the competition’s 
Brooklyn ties are as strong 
the cables on our namesake 
bridge, she said.

“The prize touches 
Brooklyn in every aspect — 
local bookstores and librar-
ies nominated the long list, 
the fi rst round of judging 
was by Brooklyn librarians, 
and we gathered a group 
of Brooklyn-relevant, rec-
ognized authors who will 
be the fi nal evaluators and 
judges,” she said.

Mihlebach and co-chair-
man Charles Duhigg asked 
tome-slingers and lenders to 
take a hands-on role in the 
judging process to empower 
the borough’s rank-and-fi le 
book peddlers, she said.

“My favorite aspect of lit-
erature is discovering new 
authors, and most of the 
time that happens through 
a bookseller or librarian 

so Charles [Duhigg] and I 
wanted to take their input,” 
she said. 

The 11-judge panel in-
cludes Red Hook novelist 
Joshua Cohen, New Yorker 
staffer and Prospect Heights 
resident Larissa MacFar-
quhar, and Brooklyn Public 
Library-boosting poet Junot 
Diaz. They will choose a win-
ner from a shortlist of fi ction 
by James Hannaham, Atti-
cus Lish, and Anya Ulinich; 
and from non-fi ction from D. 
W. Gibson, Claire Prentice, 
and Kent Russell.

The Brooklyn Eagles — a 
group of young profession-
als who raise money and 
support for the library sys-
tem — created the prize, Mi-
hlebach said. She hopes the 
new literary merit — which 
the Eagles aim to mete out 
annually — will support 
budding wordsmiths and 
the library system at large.

Brooklyn Eagles Liter-
ary Prize fi nalists’ read-
ings at the Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Dweck Cultural 
Center [10 Grand Army 
Plaza at Eastern Parkway 
in Prospect Heights, www.
bklynlibrary.org, (718) 230-
2198]. Non-fi ction, Oct. 20 at 
7:30 pm. Fiction, Oct. 22 at 
7:30 pm. Free.

Brooklyn Classic ben-
efi t and awards ceremony 
at Park Slope Library (431 
Sixth Ave. at Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, www.bklyn-
library.org/brooklyneagles). 
Oct. 23 at 8 pm. $150.

Continued from page 1 
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Forget Thai takeout — 
a food-delivery website 
now allows Park Slopers 
to order up a chef to cook 
dinner in their home 
kitchen.

Rent-a-chef site  Kitch-
ensurfi ng  began offering 
the service exclusively in 
Manhattan earlier this 
year, but customer feed-
back has since led the 
company to realize that 
its spiritual home is in 
one very specifi c Brook-
lyn enclave, a head hon-
cho said.

“As the business 
went through itera-
tions, Park Slope kept 
coming up,” said Jon 
Tien, chief executive of-
fi cer of Kitchensurfi ng, 
which expanded to the 
lone Kings County nabe 
in August. “People would 
say, ‘Hey you’ve really got 
to be here, people in Park 
Slope are really going to 
love this.’ ”

Through the site, res-
idents of the 11215 and 
11217 zip codes can dial 

up a professional cook to 
come to their house and 
whip up a meal from a ro-
tating menu at a rate of $59 
for two adults, $79 for two 
adults and two kids, or $95 
for four adults.

The dinner slingers 
bring their own ingredi-
ents and equipment, and 
are typically in and out 

within half and hour, Tien 
said.

The operation targets 
parents who want to share 
home-cooked meals with 
their kids but don’t have 
the time to prepare it. And 
one month in, Slope fami-
lies are eating it up, Tien 
said.

“It’s still very early, 

but the responses 
we’ve gotten thus 
far have been posi-
tive,” he said. “Peo-
ple say this fits 
their lifestyle and 
is what they’re 
looking for — that 
family dinner on a 
weeknight.”

One thing that is 
not so Park Slope-
friendly — Kitch-
ensurfi ng does not 
source all of its in-
gredients locally. 
But Kings County 
pineapple farms 
are tough to come 
by, Tien said, and 
the company extols 
foodie-friendly prin-
ciples — including 

eschewing artifi cial fl a-
vors, pesticides, and ge-
netically modifi ed or-
ganisms, and buying 
produce in peak season 
— that would make a co-
op proud.

“We do our best to 
source local and organic 
with any ingredient that 
we can,” he claimed.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2015 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

THERE’S THE BEEF: Kitchensurfi ng rent-a-chef Christian Raho served up 
hanger steak medium rare for our photographer and amateur food expert 
Jason Speakman, who described it as “great.” Photo by Jason Speakman

‘Seamless’ for Slopers

BOUND FOR GREATNESS: Ashley Mihlebach heads up the library’s 
Brooklyn Eagles fi ction prize committee, which will choose the 
book that best captures Brooklyn’s spirit. Photo by Jason Speakman

Site offers live chefs delivered right to your door

chute Jump, and the now-
under-renovation Child’s 
Restaurant, but neighbor-
ing residential districts 
need a landmark to in-
crease public interest in 
the largely low-income 
communities west of the 
roller coasters, another 
supporter said.

“This aligns with the 
DeBlasio administra-
tion’s initiatives on in-
come inequality, because 
it would give a landmark 

to a neighborhood that is 
basically public housing,” 
said Boardwalk impresa-
rio Dick Zigun.

The Moody House and 
the pumping station are 
among seven backlogged 
Brooklyn landmark pro-
posals that have seen lit-
tle movement from the 
commission other than a 
handful of public hearings 
decades ago. One critic 
accused the landmarks 
panel of Manhattan-cen-
tric myopia.

“There is no doubt 
in my mind that if the 
[Moody house] stood on 

a street in Manhattan, it 
would have been declared 
a landmark many years 
ago and thus preserved,” 
said Eric Ierardi, presi-
dent of the Gravesend His-
torical Society.

The other languishing 
Brooklyn landmark pro-
posals discussed at the 
hearing were:

• Green-Wood Cemetery 
(fi rst proposed in 1981).

• St. Barbara’s Roman 
Catholic Church in Bush-
wick (fi rst proposed in 
1980).

• The cast iron-clad 183-
195 Broadway Building in 

Williamsburg (fi rst pro-
posed in 1980).

• The Ukranian Church 
in Exile in Williamsburg 
(fi rst proposed in 1966).

• St. Augustine’s Roman 
Catholic Church and Rec-
tory in Park Slope (fi rst 
proposed in 1966).

The commission will 
decide whether to move 
forward on the land-
marking proposals in 
early 2016. Sites that 
survive the purge will 
be fast-tracked for land-
marking by the end of 
2016, according to the 
commission.

LANDMARKS
Continued from page 3
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MON. OCT. 26th

BROOKLYN
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Vesuvio Restaurant
7305 Third Avenue

WED. OCT. 28th

BROOKLYN
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM & 7 PM
Buckley’s

2926 Avenue S

THUR. OCT. 29th

BROOKLYN
PARK SLOPE
3 PM & 7 PM

The Montauk Club
25 Eighth Avenue

We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com
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College’s clutch of leafy Si-
berian immigrants turned 
this year, they said. Now 
the aging trees are quickly 
transforming from charm-
ing additions to the college 
campus’s East Quadrangle, 
into crazed, would-be kill-
ers that could crush a man 
— or two — with ease, pres-
ervationists said.

“These Brooklyn College 
elms, planted over 60 years 
ago, have matured to heights 
of over 60 feet,” a press re-
lease from the group states. 
“A falling branch could eas-
ily kill a professor or two.”

Man and tree have been 

locked in battle from time 
immemorial, and trees 
have mounted a  particu-
larly vicious campaign on 
humanity  since Hurricane 
Sandy’s fl ood waters rotted 
their roots in 2012. 

To preempt the blood-
thirsty trees, the school 
will rip them out by their 
roots. It’s a more expensive 
procedure than merely 
chopping them at the base, 
and stump activists want 
the school to save a little 
green by leaving the trunks 
behind.

“I think they can save a 
lot of money, because pull-
ing out stumps and getting 
rid of them is expensive,” 
Adler said.

But Brooklyn College 

brass have given the group 
the runaround, bouncing it 
among various school de-
partments in search of an 
answer, another arboreal 
activist said.

“We’ve defi nitely tried 
to get in contact with a 
bunch of different people,” 
said student Dom Famu-
laro. “It’s been bounced 
around and we haven’t 
been able to sit down with 
anybody yet.”

But the school is open to 
the idea.

“We are open to any vi-
able suggestion to utilize 
stumps or wood from the 
original trees in a creative 
and appropriate way,” said 
a spokesperson for the 
school.

park dog-advocacy orga-
nization Fido,  in a post on 
the group’s Facebook page  
warning other mutt own-
ers about the rash of poi-
sonings.

The doped-up dog epi-
demic began when East 
Flatbush resident Lou 
Moreno took his Ger-
man shorthaired pointer, 
Schatzi, to the park on the 
morning of Sept. 17 for 
their daily walk through 
the Nethermead — which 
is in the middle of the 
green space between Wind-
sor Terrace and Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens. 

Moreno says he no-
ticed Schatzi looked a little 
wobbly afterwards, but it 
wasn’t until the early eve-
ning, while he was at work, 
that his dog walker called 
in a panic and said he re-
ally needed to come pick 
the old girl up. 

Moreno arrived to fi nd 
Shatzi with a vacant, be-
wildered look in her eyes 
— she “didn’t seem to 
know where she was,” and 
was vomiting constantly, 
he said.

“I thought she was hav-
ing a stroke,” said Moreno

He rushed the ailing 
pup to a relative of his who 
operates a veterinary prac-
tice in Manhattan. The an-
imal doctor tested Schatzi 
and couldn’t fi nd anything 
wrong, and told Moreno 
that drug-tainted poop 
was a possible cause of his 
pooch’s sudden distress.

“The vet said all her 

blood work came back per-
fect, but that, if dogs get 
into human feces some-
times there’s unprocessed 
narcotics in there,” said 
Moreno. “It could be illegal, 
or it could be Sudafed.”

The vet said she doesn’t 
see many cases of feces as a 
vector — as her practice is 
not near a park — though 
she does often treat poi-
soned pooches who have 
stumbled across their own-
ers’ stash.

“More common is in 
the home than out on the 
street,” said veterinarian 
Katja Lang. “People who 
have marijuana and other 
drugs in their home, that’s 
what dogs are getting 
into.”

Incredibly, Moreno bore 

witness to a second occur-
rence of spontaneous dog 
poisoning at the Nether-
mead — this time on Oct. 
2.

He was there again 
with Shatzi when he saw 
another, smaller dog — 
Moreno doesn’t claim to be 
a dog expert and could not 
identify the breed — named 
Bailey suddenly collapse 
and become incontinent.

“It was just laying there, 
lifeless, s------- all over the 
place,” he said.

Its owner also dashed 
the pup to a vet and it mer-
cifully lived to bark an-
other day — but only after 
receiving the same diagno-
sis: ingesting deadly nar-
cotics, Osgood said.

But drug-laced human 
feces is just one possible 
culprit for screwing the 
pooches’ stomachs, said 
Osgood — the dogs could 
have rooted through a 
trash can and gobbled up 
some tainted chewing gum 
or chocolate. 

“There’s trash, there are 
foods that are toxic to dogs, 
there’s lots of things they 
could have gotten into,” he 
said when reached by this 
paper.

Osgood hopes that re-
cent rain showers have 
washed away whatever was 
making the dogs sick — but 
if there is another case of 
woozy-pup syndrome, it 
could point towards a se-
rial offender in Brooklyn’s 
Backyard, he said.

“If there is a third time 
this happens, after all the 
rain we’ve had, then I’d 
start to get a little wor-
ried,” he said. 

Continued from page 1 

DOGS

Continued from page 1 

STUMPS

SICK AS A DOG: Lou Moreno’s 
pup Schatzi got sick after a 
stroll through the Nethermead 
in Prospect Park — the vet said 
it may have been from poison 
poop. Photo by Jason Speakman
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228 • 718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net

NEXT DOOR
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Dining Across the Waterfront

Elegant 
Presentation
Quality 
Ingredients
Impeccable 
Service
Unparalleled 
Taste

www.NextDoorBrooklyn.com

2005 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn

2003 Emmons Ave. 

718.332.6064

The Finest in Greek Cuisine In An Elegant Setting

Outdoor Dining 
Voted Best Seafood
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Introducing the ZERONA® SYSTEM — ZERONA® LipoLaser removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. 
ZERONA® is a new LipoLaser body-sculpting procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body 
without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities without interruptions from 
surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the LipoLaser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring) 
to emulsify fat, which then releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the body 

during its normal course of detoxification. The ZERONA® procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo controlled study in 
which patients averaged a loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–11 inches from the waist, hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. 
This is not a quick weight loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

DROP 1–3 PANTS OR  
DRESS SIZES IN 2 WEEKS?

NEW & NON-INVASIVE LIPOLASER

ZERONA® WORKSHOPS
When:  Wednesday, October 21, 7:15 pm
Where: Brooklyn Spine Center 
 5911-16th Avenue, Bklyn, NY 11204
Cost:  FREE ($79 value)  
Call:  (718) 234-6212

Seats:  Reserved Seating  

Zerona™  LipoLaser Workshop
Drop 1-3 Dress or Pants Sizes in 2 Weeks

Zero Surgery Zero Drugs
Zero Pain Zero Willpower
Zero Down-Time Zero Wounds
Zero Incisions Zero Medications
Zero Recovery Zero Effort

name for the long, hollow 
wooden pipes traditionally 
played by Aboriginal peo-
ples in northern Australia 
— they were so captivated 
by the instrument’s medi-
tative drone that they felt 
the need to share it with 
others. 

In 2008, the pair began 
offering three-month and 
six-month courses on how 
to play that come with a 
free didgeridoo — either 
made in-house or shipped 
from a professional crafts-
man in California — which 
they dubbed the Didge Proj-
ect.

Block says he hasn’t 
picked up a trombone 
since.

“I put it down to dedicate 
more time to the didgeri-
doo,” he said.

Since his didgeridoo-
induced spiritual awaken-
ing, Block has also taken 
up meditation and yoga — 
which he says are enhanced 
by the instrument’s sooth-
ing sound and the breath-
ing exercises required to 
master it. 

One graduate of the proj-
ect’s six-month program 
swears by the instrument 
as an ancient cure for the 
modern malaise.

“We’re totally neglect-
ing this ancestry of wis-
dom and knowledge that’s 
come from thousands and 
thousands of years of evo-
lution of our species,” 
said Kevin Ciccotto, bass-
ist of Queens “funky 
punk jungle” band Earth-
Wise, who discovered 
the instrument when a 
didgeridoo-er showed up 
at a meditation workshop 
he was attending. “We’re 
all about our iPhones and 
our electric guitars and 
our synthesized instru-
ments.”

Other converts say it 
cures more traditional 
ailments — one Didge 
Project alumnus claims 
taking up the instrument 
almost immediately re-
lieved his sleep apnea by 
strengthening his throat 
muscles and helping him 
chill out. 

“Within several weeks, 
I was just sleeping bet-
ter,” said Paul Auerbach, 
who signed up to the class 
at a doctor’s recommen-

dation and has now been 
playing the didgeridoo 
for two and a half years. 
“It reached a point very 
quickly, within a few 
months, where I was no 
longer sleep-deprived.”

Block and Sussman 
swear they did not snatch 
the ancient pipe from 
its indigenous roots and 
bring it to the hipster 
nabe willy-nilly — they 
consulted Aboriginal el-
ders who educated them 
about the instrument’s 
history and try to avoid 
appropriating the tradi-
tion while still remain-
ing respectful of its roots, 
Block said.

“I don’t play in the tra-
ditional way of the Ab-
original people, but I play 
in a way that is to me very 
connected to the spiri-
tual realm of things,” said 
Block.

The ABCs of Didgeridoo 
at the Sacred Arts Research 
Foundation [107 Green 
St. G55 between Franklin 
Street and Manhattan Av-
enue in Greenpoint, (347) 
871–3866, www.didgeproj-
ect.com]. Tuesdays  from 
Oct. 20–Dec. 15 at 7 pm. 
Register for prices.

DIDGERIDOO
Continued from page 1

Laura Marmo and Batman, a 3-year-old “Chiweenie” (a chihuahua-dachsund mix), took home 
the prize for the “Best Coordinated Costume” dressed as a nun and the Pope at the Narrows 
Botanical Garden’s annual Harvest Festival on Oct. 10. Prizes were awarded for “Best Tradition-
al Costume,” “Best Homemade Costume” and “Best Coordinated Dog and Owner Costumes.” 
Part of the money raised at the costume contest was donated to Love Wanted, a volunteer 
organization in Bay Ridge that helps fi nd homes for abandoned cats and dogs.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Puppy paw-ntiff  
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