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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
This is just his type.

A graphic designer is 
creating a font inspired by 
Bushwick, and now he is 
looking for local backers 
to kick in a few bucks so he 
can turn his design into a 
typable typeface.

“I’m asking the Brook-
lyn and New York commu-

nity to pitch in any way 
they can to celebrate the 
Bushwick neighborhood 
through a typeface,” said 
Pablo Medina, who re-
cently  launched a crowd-
funding campaign  to raise 
the $7,000 he says he needs 
to complete his Bushwick 
font.

BY COLIN MIXSON
A black cloud hangs over 
Bergen Beach.

A bus depot whose 
idling coaches are besieg-
ing neighbors with loud 
noise and toxic fumes has 
kicked its assault into 
high-gear, locals say. Resi-
dents have complained for 
years that  the buses spew 

noxious exhaust and make 
a racket at 4:30 am near 
homes  on E. 69th Street be-
tween Avenues W and X. 
Now the whole neighbor-
hood is feeling the sting, 
and residents say they are 
waking to noise, wheezing 
from exhaust, and shaking 
their heads at the depot’s 
obnoxious drivers each and 

every school day.
“It’s becoming a problem 

— not just for the people on 
the block but for the people 
in the neighborhood,” said 
life-long Bergen Beach resi-
dent Michael Trotta.

The New Dawn Transit 
Depot opened nearly three 
years ago near Avenue X, 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Questions about national issues 
dominated a town hall debate be-
tween candidates for the 46th As-
sembly District Lucretia Regina-
Potter (R) and Pamela Harris 
(D) on Oct. 27 — even though nei-
ther candidate will have control 
over such issues as an assembly-
woman in Albany. 

At one point, Regina-Potter 
lambasted a local involved with 
the annual Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s 
Day parade who asked her if she 
would recant previous comments 
criticizing Planned Parenthood, 
a sexual health organization 
that has come under fi re after a 
thoroughly debunked viral video 
claimed to depict employees sell-

Continued on page 10
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Barber tells stories from biz
BY COLIN MIXSON

It’s shear entertainment!
A legendary Brooklyn barber 

will trim hair before a live audi-
ence and cut viewers in on some 
of the best barbershop gossip he 
has gleaned during his three de-
cades in the follicle business at 
Bric House on Nov. 3. “Barber-
shop Stories: It’s All About Hair” 
will bring audiences into the 

heart of neighborhood institu-
tion, says the master barber.

“A barbershop is like the in-
ternet of a community. People go 
there to fi nd out what’s going on, 
who’s who, or even if they need 
a plumber, they’ll give you his 
number,” said Greg Purnell. The 
tress trimmer cuts hair for a se-
lect clientele at his Fort Greene 

Continued on page 6
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SHAVE AND A STORY: Master barber Greg Purnell, who has cut hair for NBA 
star Lamar Odom for the last seven years, will share stories from his barber-
shop at Bric on Nov. 3. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

ROLLING OUT: Busses that 
have plagued a section of 
Bergen Beach for years are 
vexing the area with fumes 
and loud noise.
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
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= Repair Small Damages = 
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BY LAUREN GILL
He is waiting for his ship to 
come in!

The owners of historic 
luxury passenger liner the 
S.S. United States — which 
is currently wasting away in 
a Philadelphia berth — are 
trying to save the ship from 
the scrap heap, and a Red 
Hook businessman wants to 
dock it at his waterfront em-
pire and turn it into a fl oat-
ing offi ce and entertainment 
complex.

“I can’t say enough how 
exciting it would be to be a 
part of getting this ship sited 
in this area of Red Hook,” 
said  concrete magnate  John 
Quadrozzi Jr., who owns the 
Gowanus Bay Terminal at 
the end of Columbia Street.

The 63-year-old behe-
moth known as “America’s 
Flagship” — once the fastest 
ocean liner in the world — 
ferried icons including John 
F. Kennedy, Walt Disney, 
John Wayne, and Marilyn 
Monroe across the Atlantic 
during its heyday. 

But the rise of air travel 
eventually put it out of com-
mission, and for the past 
19 years it has languished, 
racking up a maintenance 
bill of $60,000 per month 
that its skippers say they 
can’t afford to foot for much 
longer — so they sent out an 
S.O.S. to New Yorkers inter-
ested in housing it and fi x-
ing it up, and Quadrozzi an-
swered the call. 

His pitch is to gussy up 
the gutted vessel’s 12 decks 
— which span 13 football 
fi elds worth of space — and 
fi ll them with offi ces for 
start-ups, a gym and swim-
ming pool, eateries, a the-
ater, a maritime school, and 
a maritime museum. The 
ship would be self-sustain-
ing, he claims, converting 
waste to energy and harness-
ing solar and wind power.

The plan may sound Ti-
tanic — in fact, the boat itself 
is larger — but Quadrozzi says 
both he and the S.S. United 
States Conservancy, which 
has owned the craft since 1999, 
believe it holds water.

“The conservancy feels 
not only would it physically 
be a good space to support 
the economics of the ship, it 
would be viable,” he said.

The extreme makeover 
would cost somewhere be-
tween $50 and $200 mil-
lion, according to the con-
servancy, plus a $2 million 
ticket to tow the vessel from 
Philly to Red Hook.

Quadrozzi won’t foot the 
bill himself, but he will host 
the ship at his Red Hook fa-
cility rent-free, and both 
he and  the conservancy 
say they are in the midst of 
talks with donors, develop-
ers, investors, and govern-
ment agencies to fund the 
endeavor.

The conservancy says it 
is still deciding between the 
Red Hook plan and an undis-
closed Manhattan location 
— or the  scrap yard , if nei-
ther is viable — and hopes 
to make a decision by early 
November.

If the conservancy crew 
selects his plan, Quadrozzi 
says he will form a steering 
committee of members of 
the community to discuss 
the impact of the ship on the 
neighborhood.

Red Hook is home to sev-
eral repurposed boats — 
Gowanus Bay Terminal  al-
ready hosts the 107-year-old 
S.S. Yankee  that owners are 
hoping to turn into a mu-
seum and gallery, oil tanker-

Dock owner: Bring historic S.S. United States 
to Red Hook, turn it into offi ces and eateries

SHIP SHAPE: The S.S. United 
States once hosted celebrities 
like John F. Kennedy and Mari-
lyn Monroe, but is not looking 
so grand these days.  
 SS United States Conservancy

WILL IT FLOAT?: Concrete tycoon John Quadrozzi Jr. wants to turn the S.S. United States into a fl oat-
ing offi ce and entertainment facility on the Red Hook waterfront. SSUSC / GBX

Berth of a nation!

Continued on page 4
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BY DAVID RUSSELL
Meet the Mets — because most 
of them were made in Brook-
lyn!

Eight of the World Series-
bound New York Metropoli-
tans cut their teeth playing for 
the Brooklyn Cyclones in Co-
ney Island. Taking the fi eld at 
the People’s Playground may 
be a fond memory for some of 
the Cyclones Eight, but it only 
feels like a distant dream for 
one Mets rookie whose whirl-
wind ascendancy took him 
from scooping ground balls in 
Sodom by the Sea to playing in 
the World Series in one short 
year.

“It’s been a blur,” said rookie 
left fi elder Michael Conforto, 
who hit .331 with three hom-
ers in 42 games for the Clones 
in 2014. “It kind of feels like it’s 
been more than a year. I think 
that it’s just from going through 
so many leagues, seeing so 
many different places. Just 
growing up a little bit, grow-
ing up as a baseball player. So 
for me it kind of feels it’s been 
more than just a year but it’s 
defi nitely been a whirlwind.”

Conforto closed the 2014 
Cyclones season before 2015 
stints with Florida and up-
state Mets feeder teams landed 
him in the big leagues in July. 
The  rise was meteoric , but 
he never forgot who got him 
there, he said.

“I’ve had a lot of great 
coaches through the system,” 
he said. “I think it’s defi nitely 
a testament to our minor 
league system and how they 
sculpt players and put things 
into them that help them grow 
and become better players.”

Conforto is in good com-
pany — Daniel Murphy, Lucas 
Duda, Wilmer Flores, Kevin 
Plawecki, Kirk Nieuwen-
huis, Hansel Robles, and 2014 
Golden Glove-winner Juan 
Lagares all previously wore 
Cyclones uniforms.

Murphy, who nabbed the 
National League Champion-
ship Series Most Valuable 
Player award for hitting a 
homer in each of four play-
off games against the Cubs — 
plus dingers against Clayton 
Kershaw and Zach Greinke 
during the division series 
against the Dodgers — appar-

ently learned what not do to 
while playing for the Clones, 
where he went homerless in 
11 games during stints in 2006 
and 2008. 

Duda honed his bat with 
the Mini-Mets, posting a Cy-
clones-record 17-game hitting 
streak in 2007. And when the 
fi rst baseman helped clinch 
the National League pen-
nant with a three-run homer 
in the fi rst inning of the se-
ries’ fi nal game, it wasn’t 
the fi rst time his bat led to a 
playoff win —  his homer and 
two-run single back in 2007 
McNamara Division playoffs 
against the hated Staten Is-
land Yankees  led to a Game 
One win.

Fan favorite Flores hit .267 
in eight games with the 2008 
Cyclones. It has been a wild 
year for the infi elder, who made 
national headlines for crying 
on the fi eld after he thought 

the Mets traded him on July 29, 
hit a storybook walk-off home 
run two days later, and then 
moved up to starting shortstop 
after a Chase Utley slide broke 
Ruben Tejada’s leg in the Na-
tional League Division Series. 
The World Series bid has been a 
dream since his Cyclones days, 
he said.

“This is what you work for,” 
Flores said. “First of all, you 
want to get to the big leagues. 
Once you’re here you want to 
make it to the World Series 
and it’s amazing to be here. It’s 
a very good feeling and we’re 
going to have fun.”

Former Clones’ contribu-
tions to the Amazins’ franchise 
are palpable outside the play-
offs, too. In July, Kirk Nieuwen-
huis became the fi rst Met to 
hit three home runs in a single 
home game — and a few weeks 
later, Duda matched him.

Playing in the the World 

Series is new to virtually all 
of the Mets, though some have 
competed for top prize in lesser 
leagues. Conforto played in 
the Little League World Series 
and College World Series and 
nearly took the Cyclones to the 
New York-Penn League play-
offs last year, but Brooklyn was 
knocked out of contention on 
the fi nal day of the season.

Still, the World Series is 
a whole new ball game, Con-
forto said.

“I can’t say it’s exactly the 
same,” he said. “Obviously 
we’re on the biggest stage. The 
Brooklyn Cyclones — it’s base-
ball — we’re excited we were 
doing playoffs there, and it’s 
exciting, but it’s defi nitely not 
the same as being here. This 
has been my dream. This has 
been everybody’s dream, ev-
erybody on this team — win 
an NLCS, go to the World Se-
ries, and hopefully win it.”

World Series Mets roster features eight former Cyclones

MINI METS: Eight former Cyclones are now vying for the World Series 
title with the Mets. (Above) Hansel Robles was an ace for the Clones in 
2012. (Top right) Wilmer Flores got his start in 2008 when he was 17. 
(Right) Kirk Nieuwenhuis was a force at home plate.  Brooklyn Cyclones

MADE IN BROOKLYN

HEY, BATTER BATTER: Borough President Adams 
invited Brooklynites to Borough Hall to watch eight 
Cyclones and their teammates play in the fi rst game 
of the World Series on Tuesday night. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
The Beep took the borough out to the ball 
game!

Baseball enthusiasts piled into Borough 
Hall on Tuesday to watch Cyclones players 
knock it out of the park in the fi rst game of 
the World Series, and fans said Brooklyn’s 
home base was a thrilling location to catch 
all the action.

“It defi nitely was one of the most exciting 
baseball games I have ever seen,” said Ariel 
Kohane, who traveled all the way from the dis-
tant island of Manhattan for the gathering.

Borough President Adams organized the 
viewing party in the hopes of inspiring bars, 
churches, offi ces, and community centers 
around the borough to host their own screen-
ings and bring Brooklynites together in sup-
port of their team.

“Sports are an incredible unifying force,” 
said Adams, who quizzed attendees on base-
ball trivia during ad breaks. “Cheering as 
one community in one place strengthens the 
bonds that hold us together as a city, bonds 
that we often take for granted.”

Kohane agreed, saying it was great to ex-
perience Tuesday’s nail-biter —  which our 
boys lost narrowly (no) thanks to players 
who are not from Brooklyn  — alongside a 
charged-up audience of Clones fanatics. 

“I like excited crowds and a lot of cheer-
ing,” he said. 

AND THE CROWD GOES WILD: Fans rallied together 
for the fi rst game of the World Series. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Brooklyn watches 
Clones in Series



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

NO
V. 

1, 
20

15
4

turned-floating-education-
space  the Mary A. Whalen 
is docked in Atlantic Basin , 
and  the Waterfront Museum 

at the end of Conover Street  
is housed on a 100-year-old 
barge — and residents say 
the S.S. United States would 
be a welcome addition to the 
fl otilla.

“It would have an in-
credible impact, it would 

create a huge space of com-
mercial and industrial use 
in Red Hook which is really 
in line with what the neigh-
borhood uses are now,” said 
Victoria Hagman, a mem-
ber of CB 6 who has lived in 
the area for 13 years. 

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 
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on your next order 

BY COLIN MIXSON
It is cor-nice!

The city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
last Thursday unanimously 
approved a developer’s pro-
posal to alter the historic 
Pavilion Theater in Park 
Slope, after architects re-jig-
gered designs that  the com-
mission shot down in Au-
gust  for sporting, amongst 
other things, underwhelm-
ing cornices — also known 
as the decorative railing 
around the roof. 

Locals unsatisfi ed with 
the original design are gen-
erally pleased with the de-
veloper’s changes, which 
now include strong cor-
nices worthy of Park Slope, 
according to a local leader. 

“I think it’s safe to say 
that we’re pleased to see that 
they had fully considered the 
feedback they received and 
integrated much of it into 
their redesign,” said Com-
munity Board 6 district man-
ager Craig Hammerman.

The commission gave a 
thumbs down to developer 
Hidrock Property’s origi-
nal blueprints for affi xing a 
condo building to the side of 
the Bartel-Pritchard Square 

cinema because many lo-
cals and commissioners felt 
the new fi ve-story addition 
overshadowed the 87-year-
old theater and didn’t quite 
fi t in with the neighborhood 
historic district. 

The original design for 
the new building’s decora-
tive ledges featured a fi fth-
fl oor cornice that curved 
out from the facade that 
Hammerman described as 
more of an “optical illusion” 
that “suggested a cornice” 
rather than the real thing, 
and did not line up with the 
railing on the Pavilion The-
ater’s own roof. 

The architects have now 
redrawn the cornice from 
the realm of illusion and 
into actual existence and 
have lowered it to align 
with the theater’s own su-
perfi cial ledge — keeping 
the design in-line with not 
only the adjoining theater, 
but with the neighborhood’s 
general architectural motif, 
Hammerman said.

“What they proposed was 
much more pronounced,” 
he said.

The developer also se-
lected what it describes as 
a “warmer” brick color for 

the residential addition, 
assigned the ground-fl oor 
space over to the theater 
— rather than its previous 
plan to install retail stores 
— and reduced the size of 
its fi fth fl oor, setting it back 
from the rest of the build-
ing so it is much less visible 
from the street and doesn’t 
detract from the starring 
attraction next door.

Hidrock,  which pur-
chased the property for $16 
million in 2006 , plans to 
keep part of the original 
theater as a movie house, 
reducing the current eight 
screens down to four and  po-
tentially hiring a new opera-
tor  for the business. 

The specifi cs of the cin-
ema remain a mystery, but 
they’re coming soon to a 
theater near you, Ham-
merman said. The devel-
oper still needs to score 
a land-use variance from 
the city for its construc-
tion, which will require 
yet another public-review 
process, during which 
time the community will 
get to see its interior plans 
and will have even more 
opportunity to comment 
on the proposal.

CHANGE IS COMING: The revised Pavilion Theater development plans feature a less prominent fi fth 
fl oor and a more prominent cornice.

Landmarks approves 
new Pavilion redesign

SHIP
Continued from page 2



N
OV. 1, 2015, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

5

Veins Veins Go Away
FOR THE TREATMENT OF VARICOSE VEINS, 
LEG SWELLING AND LEG WOUNDS

Dr. Natalie Marks: The First Vascular 
Medicine Specialist in Brooklyn
DIRECTOR OF THE VEIN CENTER

The Vein Center of
The Vascular Institute of New York

BY DENNIS LYNCH
New Utrecht? More like old 
Utrecht!

Alumni celebrated New 
Utrecht High School’s 
100th anniversary at the 
Bensonhurst campus on 
Oct 24. Grads decked out 
in green-and-white rega-
lia — the school’s colors — 
caught up with old class-
mates and toured their old 
stomping grounds, which 

are featured in the open-
ing credits of television’s 
“Welcome Back, Kotter.”  
One prominent alum said 
his dreams may have 
been his ticket out, but his 
memories were his ticket 
back.

“I took the D train down, 
but I could’ve fl own back 
on my own,” said Norman 
Seigel, a prominent civil 
rights attorney and former 

director of the New York 
Civil Liberties Union. “It 
just felt so good to be back 
there and relive some of 
those memories.”

The school treated for-
mer students to breakfast, 
T-shirts, and fl ash drives 
with yearbook photos from 
their graduating year — 
and some Utes even took 
to the fi eld for a throwback 
football game.

Councilmen Mark 
Treyger, a former New 
Utrecht teacher, and Vin-
cent Gentile presented 
Principal Maureen Gold-
farb a proclamation rec-
ognizing the centennial, 
but “Welcome Back, Kot-
ter” creator and star Gabe 
Kaplan — also a Ute — got 
no welcome back, because 
he was absent. 

New Utrecht High celebrates 100 years

WELCOME BACK: (Above) Alumni Michael Fame grabs some grub 
at the New Utrecht High School 100th anniversary party in full 
graduation gear. (Center) Norman Seigel of the class of 1961, who 
later became director of the New York Civil Liberties Union, cred-
ited his teachers at New Utrecht for seeing potential in him. (Left) 
Janis Grieco of the class of 1969 holds up her report cards.  
 Photos by Arthur DeGaetaContinued on page 9
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Since opening a studio 
in the neighborhood three 
years ago, Medina says he 
has been obsessively photo-
graphing writing from signs 
and murals on neighborhood 
streets, which he blended 
into the typeface. 

The thick, heavy letters 
are modeled after graffi ti 
tags around the neighbor-
hood, while the shading is 
reminiscent of the hand-
painted signs of long-stand-
ing local businesses — a 
combination that he says 
honors both the communi-
ty’s enduring Latino pres-
ence alongside the recent 
hipster infl ux.

“There’s a really awesome 
integration of the immigrant 
community with the artist 
community,” said Medina, 
who has also created fonts 
inspired by  Buenos Aires 
street art  and  neon signs in 

Manhattan . “There’s no real 
strong wall or strong divide 
— there’s an overlap.”

The wordsmith has al-
ready created all the up-
per and lower-case letters 
for Bushwick, but he still 
has to do the numbers and 
punctuation, which will 
take another six months, 
he said.

So he started the crowd-
funding campaign to help 
cover studio rent and 
launch the fi nished product. 
Fans have already pledged 
more than $2,500 — mostly 
graphic designers and art 
directors who say they’re 
eager to get their hands on 
the font and start creating 
designs that just scream 
“Bushwick.”

“If there’s something that 
might be used within a con-
text of something from Bush-
wick or northern Brooklyn, 
to evoke that feeling, it would 
be really great,” said Green-
point designer Scott Kellum, 
who donated some cash.

studio, and occasionally 
provides trims at the Hair-
rari Barber Salon in East 
Williamsburg.

Purnell hopes that his 
performance will trans-
port the audience to the 
barbershops of yesteryear, 

where barbers served fa-
thers, sons, and their son’s 
sons over the course of a 
lifetime and knew their 
community like the back 
of a head.

“Here in New York, 
since a lot of things are 
changing, that history 
and that relationship 
people have with their 
barber is starting to fade 

a little,” said Purnell. 
“It’s sad.”

Purnell has trimmed 
such notable noggins as 
beleaguered NBA star 
Lamar Odom and reggae 
singer Gregory Isaacs. At 
the Nov. 3 event, he will be 
joined by musicians, come-
dians, and other perform-
ers for the hair-centric 
extravaganza. Brooklyn 

pianist and singer Akie 
Bermiss will enliven the 
show with his locally-in-
spired tunes, and come-
dian Hollie Harper will 
crack jokes and perform a 
few hair-raising songs.

Rounding out the show 
will be Youtube celebrity 
and host of Music Televi-
sion’s  “Decoded” Franch-
esca Ramsey, whose video 

“S--- White Girls Say… to 
Black Girls” rocketed her 
to Internet stardom in 2012, 
and who will share with 
audience some hairy situ-
ations from her past. The 
show’s organizer says she 
wants the evening to tackle 
the topic of hair from many 
different angles. 

“We’re going to bring in a 
lot of media elements,” said 

Kecia Cole, who curated the 
performance evening. “It’s 
going to be a multi-media 
extravaganza.”

“Barbershop Stories: 
It’s All About Hair” at Bric 
House [647 Fulton St. be-
tween Rockwell and Ash-
land places in Fort Greene, 
(718) 855-7882, bricartsme-
dia.org]. Nov. 3 at 7 pm. 
Free.

Continued from page 1 
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NEIGHBORHOOD VIBES: Designer Pablo Medina is creating a typeface 
called Bushwick — as seen on his T-shirt. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Hold on for deer life!

Food is scarce, hope is 
staggering, and the apoca-
lypse is looming in “Fawn-
book,” a new play about a 
tiny farm community in-
spired by the sight of a wild 
deer, opening at the Brick 
Theater in Williamsburg 
on Nov. 5. 

The characters in the 
play have no Internet ac-
cess, but all of their dia-
logue is drawn from real-
life posts on Facebook or 
Twitter, complete with 
spoken “likes.” Their 
struggle to build a com-
munity refl ects the dif-
fi cult relationships we 
build on social media, 
says the play’s writer.

“There’s defi nitely 
some callousness that 
comes to light,” says play-
wright Ayun Halliday, 
who also acts in the play. 
“At one point, there’s a 
character who is clearly 
very hurt and wants to 
be consoled and my char-
acter gives back a heart 
emoticon. … I do hope that 
people will think about 
social media, maybe ask 
‘Wow, is that the way we 
are communicating?’ ”

Audiences who hoof 
it to the show might con-
template how digital me-

dia has destroyed their 
interpersonal skills, but 
they should not share that 
insight on their smart-
phones. For the Nov. 11 
show, Halliday will ask 
the audience to set aside 
digital devices and draw 
the show with pencils and 
sketchbooks, an analog 
approach that she hopes 
will bring them closer to 
the performance.

“Cellphone brain keeps 
you at arm’s length from the 
action,” she said. “Sketch-
book brain draws you in, 
opens your senses, and pre-
serves the memory even 
if your eyes have to travel 
back and forth between the 
stage and the page.”

Halliday based the play 
off of an improv sketch, 
which was itself inspired 
by a Facebook conversa-

tion about fi nding a fawn 
in a backyard. “Fawn-
book” similarly opens 
with a woman describing 
an encounter with a lone 
fawn, news that bucks up 
her fellow survivors, all 
of whom want to see the 
fawn for themselves, and 
to see it survive.

“The fawn has repre-
sented different things in 
different cultures, mostly 
good things like rebirth 
and gentleness,” said Hal-
liday. “So we’re in this 
world where things are 
getting really terrible, 
near the end even for our 
small band, but the com-
munity is still captivated 
by the fawn.” 

A 40-minute version 
of “Fawnbook” received 
a brief test run last week 
in the distant isle of Man-
hattan, allowing Halliday 
and her crew to shake out 
any problems before the 
full, hour-long version 
opens for more-discern-
ing Brooklyn audiences 
on Nov. 5.

“Fawnbook” at the 
Brick Theater (579 Metro-
politan Ave. between Lo-
rimer Street and Union 
Avenue, www.brickthe-
ater.com) $18. Nov. 5, 7, 9, 
11, 13–14, 19–20 at 8 pm. 
Nov. 8 and 15 at 3 pm.

‘Fawnbook’ play imagines analog apocalypse
Before the doe-saster

CASTAWAYS: The six members of the farm community in 
“Fawnbook,” opening Nov. 5 at the Brick theater, work a “dirt 
pile” composed of rags. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY COLIN MIXSON
They go in kids, but they 
come out Mad men.

In addition to teaching 
kids their ABCs and 123s, 
a Canarsie school is offer-
ing its students a program 
in multi-media advertising, 
and graduates of the High 
School for Innovation in Ad-
vertising and Media leave 
prepared to study commu-
nications in college or even 
land an entry-level job on 
Madison Avenue, according 
to teacher Kyle Allen.

“They may not have the 
qualifi cations on paper, but 
for all intents and purposes, 
they’re capable of getting 
in at the ground level,” said 
Allen, who leads the Career 
and Technical Education 
department at the Canarsie 
high school. 

The Rockaway Parkway 
Mad men academy between 
Avenues J and K became 
the fi rst high school to of-
fer advertising courses in 
2008, and offers a curricu-
lum that instructs students 

on how to design and imple-
ment marketing campaigns 
across a variety of media 
platforms, including print, 
fi lm, and the internet, ac-
cording to Allen. 

“I show them how to take 
this from something on pa-
per and turn it into a full-
scale multi-media advertis-
ing campaign,” he said.

Allen, whose back-

ground is in communica-
tions and computer sci-
ence, said he was tutored by 
advertising professionals 
who instructed him on the 
thinking, skills, and tools 
that they apply when for-
mulating their own ad cam-
paigns, and which informed 
the curriculum he helped 
develop for Canarsie’s ad-
vertising school.

Kids learn the tasks that 
advertising professionals 
— not unlike those on tele-
vision’s Mad men — deal 
with every day, including 
contract writing, campaign 
pitches, and analyzing mar-
ket and demographic data, 
Allen said.

Students also learn to 
edit video, and create their 
own television spots to sell 

various products they are 
assigned to promote. 

In addition to the more 
traditional forms of media, 
the advertising high school 
has worked to incorporate 
the fi eld’s recent innova-
tions, and this year added a 
new course on how to use so-
cial media as a promotional 
platform, Allen explained.

“I try to change with the 

times,” he said.
As viewers’ attention 

shifts to the internet, even 
the traditional television 
spot is losing traction in 
today’s marketing wars, 
forcing advertisers to fi nd 
new ways to reach con-
sumers, according to tech-
nology instructor Jennifer 
Ward.

“People aren’t watching 
commercials as often, be-
cause they’re recording or 
watching TV on Netfl ix,” 
said Ward. “So we have to 
fi nd ways to innovate.”

Even the school’s fi eld 
trips are advertising-
centric, and the kids of-
ten spend days at fi rms 
throughout the city, in-
cluding R/GA and Deutsch, 
where professionals give 
them the grand tour and 
assign them their own ad 
campaigns to sharpen their 
Mad men instincts, accord-
ing to Allen.

“They’re really helpful 
in enhancing what I do,” 
said Allen.

The mini-Mad men of Canarsie

FROM CANARSIE TO MADISON AVE.: (Left) Kyle Allen teaches 
(above) students at the High School for Innovation in Advertising 
and Media in Canarsie the tools they’ll need to excel as advertisers.
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Call it “The School of Hard…” 
— never mind.

The city should turn an al-
leged whorehouse into a house 
of learning, Sunset Park par-
ents say. 

Two dozen demonstrators 
gathered in front of the Sunny 
39 Hotel on 39th Street, which 
cops raided this month for al-
legedly operating as a brothel, 
demanding the city build an 
education facility on the prop-
erty to deal with overcrowd-
ing at nearby schools on Oct. 
22.

The city has been slow to de-
liver on promised new schools 
in the area, citing lack of land — 
but the now-shuttered hotel is a 
perfect opportunity, one parent 
said.

“All they keep saying is 
that we’re going to have a 
new school, but they don’t say 
where,” said Mimi Ferrer of 
the group Concerned Parents 
of Sunset Park. “Here is a 

space, there’s plenty of spaces 
available. 

“Stop saying there’s no 
space when there’s space. I’m 
tired of seeing hotels being 
built up, seeing apartments 
being built up, but no schools 
being built. 

“Our teachers are over-
whelmed, our parents are 
overwhelmed, and our class-
rooms are overcrowded.”

Three of four nearby 
schools are well over capac-
ity, city data shows. Educa-
tion officials report that PS 
169 on Seventh Avenue has a 
capacity of just under 1,300 
students, but there were more 
than 1,600 enrolled there, ac-
cording to 2015 enrollment 
data from the Department of 
Education. 

PS 94 on Sixth Avenue is 
similarly burdened, and PS 1 
on 47th Street is more than 100 
students over its 1,158 capac-
ity, data shows.

The city’s  existing plan 

to create 113 new seats over 
five years  in a district that 
needs 1,900 drew locals’ ire in 
March.

The four-story, 44-room ho-
tel between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues has been empty since 
cops arrested the owners and 
manager and charged them 
with permitting prostitution 
and falsifying business re-
cords on Oct. 15. 

Authorities alleged they 
 knowingly funneled clients to 
rooms being rented by pimps 
and prostitutes. 

A local politician has 
joined the fight, sending 
Mayor DeBlasio a letter urg-
ing him to step in.

“This hotel is now in our 
past and we need to move on,” 
Assemblyman Felix Ortiz (D–
Sunset Park) wrote to Mayor 
Tall on Oct. 23. 

“I ask that you look into pre-
venting this building from op-
erating as a hotel and to covert 
this site into a much-needed 

school for Sunset Park’s ever-
growing population, already 
overcrowded into too few fa-
cilities.”

Hizzoner hasn’t responded to 
Ortiz yet, a spokesman for the 
assemblyman said.

Prosecutors could poten-
tially seize the building, but 
they would have to do so in a 
civil case apart from the crimi-
nal case levied against the own-
ers, according to a law enforce-
ment source familiar with the 
case.

If seized, the lot would be 
sold to the highest bidder 
and the money split between 
the agencies involved in the 
raid.

Offi cials could also take the 
land under eminent domain — 
something at least one local 
has advocated.

“The city has a right to take 
whatever land it needs to build 
schools,” said Yvette Aguirre, a 
former principal at both PS 169 
and PS 24.

Area parents want to turn an alleged fl esh palace into a house of learning

CONCERNED FOR KIDS: Mimi Ferrer, with 
the community group Concerned Parents 
of Sunset Park, celebrates the closing of the 
Sunny 39 Hotel with Gisselle and Talina Fer-
rer (unrelated) outside. The group wants to 
turn the now-shuddered hotel into a school 
to combat overcrowding in nearby elemen-
tary schools. CNG / Dennis Lynch

S’Park hotel to go from hot to tot?
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rising from the wreckage 
of Sandy-stricken Atlan-
tic Express bus depot. New 
Dawn, however, is anything 
but a fresh start — resi-
dents remember Atlantic 
Express as a good neighbor 
with a more modest fl eet of 
buses, but New Dawn is the 
“exact opposite,” accord-
ing to Bergen Beach Civic 
Association president Mi-
chael Benjamin.

The depot’s foul-mouthed 
motormen are now spread-
ing out into neighborhood 
side streets, waking resi-
dents before the sun rises 
as they rumble through the 
neighborhood, fi lling the 
air with exhaust, and spout-
ing unpleasant innuendos 
at local ladies, according to 
Benjamin.

“The bus company, 
through their drivers, are 
treating the community 
with utter contempt,” he 
said. “They’ve become dis-
respectful of residents, par-
ticularly women. Disgust-
ing sexual innuendoes and 
other gestures have been 
reported, as well, by very 
credible residents.” 

The exhaust is so volu-

minous that it wafts into 
homes through open win-
dows and settles into a fi lm 
upon walls — and it’s caus-
ing health issues for local 
kids, Benjamin said.

“We’ve been advised 
that some neighbor’s chil-
dren who had no lung is-
sues, have developed differ-
ent types of wheezing and 
lung issues,” he said. “This 
is beyond ridiculous.”

The buses have begun 
parking throughout the 
neighborhood after their 
morning drop-offs are com-
pleted — and drivers don’t 
think twice about blocking 
neighborhood fi re hydrants, 
another resident said.

“I see them parked along 
Avenue W, along 71st Street, 
in front of fi re hydrants,” 
said Bergen Beacher John 
Piccirillo. “They’re using 
the entire neighborhood as 
a parking lot and as addi-
tional space to run their op-
eration.”

In March, real estate 
lawyer Eric Palatnik ap-
peared at a Bergen Beach 
Civic meeting promis-
ing that his client — New 
Dawn’s owner — would 
scale back the number of 
buses in the neighborhood 
 in exchange for their bless-
ing to build a massive con-

dominium where the depot 
now stands  — a plan resi-
dents  rejected more than 
fi ve years ago .

At that time, Palat-
nik presented residents 
with renderings showing 
a more-than 300-unit com-
plex with only 100 park 
spots, Trotta said.

Residents told Palatnik 
they were willing to work 
with the developer — de-
spite the apparent black-
mailing — if he returned 
with a reasonable proposal 
that accounted for post-
Sandy zoning changes, but 
they haven’t heard back 
since, Benjamin said.

“They never came 
through with their prom-
ise of submitting a realis-
tic plan that the civic, the 
community, and elected 
offi cials could review,” 
said Benjamin. “We can-
not negotiate with just our-
selves.”

An individual who an-
swered the phone at New 
Dawn but declined to give 
her name said the com-
pany isn’t breaking any 
laws or bugging anyone be-
fore hanging up on this re-
porter.

“Were legally here — the 
drivers don’t harass any-
one in the area,” she said.

Continued from page 1 
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ROLLING BLUNDER: Bus drivers for the New Dawn Transit Depot roll into Bergen Beach at 4:30 am 
every school day and idle in front of homes along E. 69th Street and other parts of the neighborhood, 
residents say. Photo by Steve Schnibbe
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RETAIL MARKET

Complete Menu online: www.Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)
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New Utrecht High 
School was founded in 
1915 as an all-boys offshoot 
of Bay Ridge High School, 
which was then turned 
from a co-ed school into 
an all-girls school, accord-
ing to the school’s website. 
It had humble beginnings 
in a small schoolhouse 
around the corner from 
its current campus with 
a fi rst graduating class of 
only 16 students. The city 

built the current building 
less than 10 years later 
to serve 2,300 students 
— both boys and girls. 
Within a few years, New 
Utrecht’s student body 
grew to more than 10,000 
— the largest in the world 
at the time.

Siegel said the school 
hadn’t changed much since 
his day, but his memory 
had.

“Your memory of the 
stairwells and hallways is 
that they were huge, but 
they’re really much nar-
rower,” he said.

UTRECHT
Continued from page 5

HEAD OF THE CLASS: Class of 
1953 alumni Joseph Lombardo 
shows off his diploma. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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ing aborted fetuses.
“How dare you, you’re 

supposed to represent the 
Catholic Church and you’re 
calling for abortions,” said 
Regina-Potter.

Attendees asked both 
candidates their posi-
tions on contentious is-
sues like gun control, the 
Black Lives Matter move-
ment, and the proposed 
$15 minimum wage, but 
they didn’t get many clear 
answers from Harris or 
Regina-Potter during the 
hour-long debate, which 
the Bay Ridge Community 
Council organized and 
held at the Guild For Ex-
ceptional Children in Bay 
Ridge.

Debate moderators 
struggled to maintain or-
der on more than one oc-
casion as passionate crowd 
members went back and 
forth with the candidates, 
but eventually the assem-
bly hopefuls got around to 

their state-level platforms.
Generally, Harris wants 

to see more affordable hous-
ing for seniors and work-
ing folks, and called for the 
state to pump more funds 
into services for young 
Brooklynites and seniors, 
she said.

She touted her work 
with her youth-education 
outfi t Coney Island Gen-
eration Gap and said she 
would increase funding for 
drug treatment centers.

“I visited the drug coun-
seling facility — the one fa-
cility you have here — and 
the resources are sorely 
lacking,” she said.

Regina-Potter said she 
wants to get senior citi-
zens easier access to medi-
cal care and services that 
would allow them to stay 
in their homes. She wants 
to give  New York veterans 
retirement credit for up 
to three years of military 
service and criticized Gov. 
Cuomo for vetoing such a 
bill earlier that day.

Both candidates called 
for a crackdown on illegal 

home conversions.
“I would like the utility 

companies to be fi ned for 
putting 10 or 15 meters on a 
house and not notifying the 
Department of Buildings 
… I know that they’re in 
business but they have to 
respect the neighborhood,” 
she said.

But Harris took shots 
at Regina-Potter for being 
entrenched in the politi-
cal machine. Regina-Pot-
ter is the Republican Dis-
trict Leader for the 46th 
District and has ran in fi ve 
elections in the past nine 
years, but has yet to secure 
a victory.

“I may not be that career 
politician, but I’m grass 
roots,” Harris said.

The two are after the va-
cant seat left by nine-year 
Assemblyman Alec Brook-
Krasny, who resigned in 
July, prompting a special 
election scheduled for Nov. 
3. The winner of the spe-
cial election will serve 
the rest of Brook-Krasny’s 
term, which ends Dec. 31, 
2016.

Continued from page 1 

DEBATE

FACING OFF: Democratic candidate Pamela Harris, left, and Republican candidate Lucretia Regina-
Potter, right, squared off at the Guild for Exceptional Children on Oct. 27 over gun control, the $15 
minimum wage, and local issues like illegal home conversions.  Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

CONTENTIOUS CROWD: On more than one occasion the debate moderators had to calm some of the locals 
who showed up at the Guild for Exception Children in Bay Ridge on Oct 27. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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