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BY COLIN MIXSON
He escaped from New 
York!

Like Kurt Russell be-
fore him, this Brooklyn-
based comic book artist 
has escaped from Man-
hattan into the paradise 
of Kings County. Now art-
ist Dean Haspiel has il-

lustrated his harrowing 
escape and subsequent 
adjustment to life in the 
Italian enclave of Carroll 
Gardens in an anthology 
titled “Beef with Tomato,” 
which he will show off and 
sign at the Comic Arts 
Brooklyn festival in Wil-
liamsburg on Nov. 7. The 

author says that, despite 
living three decades in 
Manhattan, Brooklyn has 
taught him more about 
community than the Big 
Apple ever could.

“I was age 30, and I said, 
‘I know everything I need 
to know about New York, 

BY COLIN MIXSON
They weren’t s------ us.

The stalled construction site 
in Marine Park locals call “The 
Kimball Street Monstrosity” is 
a feces-fi lled refuge for vermin, 
photos obtained by this paper re-
veal.

The photos show dead ani-
mals, piles of excrement, and 
evidence of human life in the 
fi ve-story, half-built structure 
between Avenues U and V that 
neighbors have long complained 
is rotten inside and out.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Meet Coney Island’s newest 
soccer stars!

Two 500-pound sea lions 
dispelled the myth that soc-
cer is only a game for land-
lubbers when they showed 
soccer players from the 
New York Cosmos a few 
tricks they learned at the 
New York Aquarium in 

Coney Island on Oct. 30. 
The fl ippered pinnipedia 
displayed serious skill, de-
spite having no legs — hith-
erto considered the sport’s 
most essential appendage 
— Cosmos players said.

“They were both really 
good,” said Cosmos mid-
fi elder Jimmy Mulligan. “If 

Continued on page 10
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Brooklynite reigns as princess
BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO

Crown Heights fi gure skater Car-
lina Ramirez — a former Brook-
lyn High School of the Arts stu-
dent who plays the sax and was 
born in a car — has a personal 
fairy tale every bit as enchanting 
as the princess she plays in “Dis-
ney On Ice.”

The raven-haired beauty, 
whose dazzling double Salchows 
move audiences to a hush, will 
glide into Barclays Center on Nov. 
10 as Princess Tiana from “The 

Princess and the Frog,” with a 
heartening rags-to-riches story 
strikingly similar to that of her 
animated protagonist — a New 
Orleans waitress who dreams big 
and became Disney’s fi rst African-
American princess.

Ramirez, 25, who moved to 
Florida when she was 10 years 
old and returned to Brooklyn 
as a teen, once put her skating 
dreams on ice because her fam-
ily could not afford the uniforms, 

Continued on page 6
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BEEF WITH BROOKLYN:
Dean Haspiel’s “Beef with 
Tomato” is about his move 
from Manhattan to Carroll 
Gardens.

SHOW STOPPER!: Brooklyn skater Carlina Ramirez will reprise her role as 
Princess Tiana from “The Princess and the Frog” in “Disney On Ice” at Bar-
clays Center, beginning Nov. 10. Feld Entertainment

Sea lions play soccer Escape from Manhattan
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(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING BROOKLYN AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...

A.S. & Son’s
718-942-5693 ALEX & 

718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

FALL SPECIAL EVENT

25% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

299 ATLANTIC AVE. BKLYN, NY 11201

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com
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*Rates are based on 8.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments for a term of 60 months. Rates are based on 
credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

BY COLIN MIXSON
It was a schoolhouse shock.

Sheepshead Bay special 
needs school Beachbrook 
Nursery School abruptly 
closed on Oct. 16, leaving dis-
abled pupils and their par-
ents in a lurch. The school’s 
sudden absence especially 
confused kids — some of 
whom are blaming them-
selves for the mysterious clo-
sure, one parent said.

“She thinks the school’s 
closing is her fault,” said 
Nicole Longo, whose learn-
ing-disabled daughter Jor-
dan, 4, attended the school. 
“She says, ‘Mommy if I’m 
a good girl, can I go to 
school today?’ “She’s cry-
ing every day — saying, 
‘Mommy I miss Joanne,’ 
her teacher.”

Beachbrook abruptly 
closed on Oct. 15, and of-
fi cials only gave parents a 
single day’s notice in the 
form of a letter stating that 
school was out — effective 
immediately. The school 
closed due to staffi ng issues, 
according to the letter.

But the school didn’t tell 
staff until the last minute, 
one parent said.

“The teachers found out 
when they put the letters 
in the book bags,” said An-
gela Rivera, whose autistic 
daughter Skylar Rivera-
Towns, 4, attended Beach-
brook since 2014.

Beachbrook was a pri-
vate school that received 
state funding, and it broke 

the law in failing to alert 
Albany of the closure or 
make an adequate plan for 
students, offi cials said.

“The school closed with-
out required notifi cation to 
us and without a plan for 
the orderly transfer of chil-
dren in violation of state 
regulations,” said state ed-
ucation department spokes-
man Dennis Tompkins.

Rivera was able to take a 
week off from work to look 
at other schools, and, after 
visiting four, she settled on 
an alternative for Skylar. 
But Longo is scrambling 
to fi nd accommodations for 
her daughter, whose educa-

tion is slipping away out-
side of a structured school 
environment, Longo said.

“Special needs children 
need structure and a rou-
tine,” she said. “They’re used 
to waking up every morn-
ing, going to school, seeing 
their teacher, and doing stuff 
in the classroom, and once 
that’s broken they start re-
gressing. Every day she’s 
regressing without the ser-
vices she needs so much.”

The city education de-
partment is fi nding schools 
for the kids, Tompkins 
said. No one from Beach-
brook returned requests 
for comment.

Special needs school abruptly closes

SCHOOL’S OUT FOREVER: Nicole Longo’s daughter Jordana, 4, 
loved going to Beachbrook Nursery School until it closed on Oct. 
16. Now, she says her daughter, who suffers from learning disabili-
ties, is regressing without the special programs Beachbrook of-
fered. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Unexcused absence
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ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Pallbearers carry the body of slain Mill Basin cop Randolph Holder during a funeral in Queens on 
Oct. 28. A Harlem man allegedly shot the offi cer on the streets of Manhattan last month when 
the offi cer was pursuing him. Photo by Paul Martinka

A somber march
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
They want to slather the whole 
borough.

Bay Ridge Italian eats favor-
ite Giacomo’s Trattoria will soon 
sell its signature pasta sauce in 
Brooklyn stores and beyond. The 
pizza-and-pasta joint’s marinara 
mavens had been sending custom-
ers home with doggie bags of the 
red stuff for years when they re-
alized it would be easier to can it 
and put it on deli shelves.

“People were asking for it and 
we sold a lot of it in the restaurant 
in soup containers, so it got to a 
point where we decided we should 
sell it outside the restaurant,” 
said owner Giacomo Santangelo.

Santangelo is still ironing 
out details over who will sell the 
sauce, but he aims to stock it in 
markets across the country un-
der the name “Giacomo’s Tomato 
Sauce” by this time next year. For 
now, the only place to pick up a 

bottle is the Third Avenue restau-
rant, where it’s been a hit so far 
— Santangelo sold more than 100 
jars since they started offering it 
on Oct. 20, he said.

Locals relish the pasta rel-
ish, one patron said.

“I love the sauce,” said Ber-
nie Loschen, who comes to Giaco-
mo’s Trattoria once a month with 
his wife Betty. “I haven’t had the 
jarred sauce yet, but I’ve had it a 
lot at the restaurant.”

The topping’s authenticity el-
evates it above the supermarket 
brands, Santangelo said.

“It’s a family recipe that 
started back in the days when my 
father had the pizzeria,” he said. 

“We’ve had it since 1962. Peo-
ple will want it because it’s 100 
percent natural, authentic, home-
made pasta sauce.”

But you may have to go else-
where for your “Sunday sauce” — 
Santangelo isn’t selling the meaty 
sauce  some Italian-Americans 
call “gravy” and others refer to as 
“ragu,”  he said.

Giacomo’s isn’t the first 
Brooklyn eatery to go commer-
cial with it’s condiment either 
— Marine Park mainstay Mi-
chael’s of Brooklyn  started jar-
ring and selling its sauce last 
year .

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’ve latched on to a great 
idea.

The city’s first “milk 
depot” — where lactating 
moms can donate milk for 
others’ hungry babies — 
opened on Ocean Avenue 
in Madison on Oct. 28. 
The lactation station — 
situated in the Brooklyn 
Birthing Center between 
Quentin Road and Avenue 
R — gives local babes a po-
tentially life-saving source 
of natural nutrition, ac-
cording to one woman, who 
found solace in donating 
mother’s milk after her 
own baby passed away far 
too young.

“They really need it for 
mothers who can’t produce 
milk, or babies who are 
born too early,” said Lind-
say Manolakos, who began 
donating milk after her son, 
born in March, died only a 
day after the celebration of 
his birth.

Manolakos’s newborn 
babe died a day after his 
birth, and the mother turned 
to pumping and packaging 
the milk meant for her de-
parted child to cope with his 
absence, she said.

“I wanted his life to mean 
something,” she said.

The act of producing nu-
trition for another became 
empowering, she said.

“It felt like magic 
somehow, that I was 
turning spaghetti and 
salad into milk,” she ex-
plained. “I felt like I had 
a super power.”

The depot operates 
much the same as blood 
centers, taking donations 
and sending them to a cen-
tral bank — in this case, 
in Boston — for pasteuri-
zation, according to Linda 
Gaglioti, the Madison 
center’s director of mid-
wifery.

The depot also tests 
would-be donors’ blood to 
make sure they are healthy 
— sans collection center, 
dairy-donating moms would 
have to draw their own 
blood and send it to Massa-
chusetts for testing, Gagli-
oti said.

Bay Ridge restaurant selling bottled pasta sauce

LET THERE BE MILK!: Borough President Adams, left, celebrated the 
opening of the city’s fi rst milk depot at the Brooklyn Birthing Center 
on Oct. 28. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

CUTEST BABY EVER: Kathryn 
Peck and her fi ve-month-old 
baby Norah were all smiles at a 
ribbon-cutting celebrating the 
grand opening. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

SANTANGELO SPECIAL: Giacomo Santangelo, owner of Giacomo’s Trattoria on Third Avenue in Bay Ridge, is now offering take-home 
tomato sauce. He hopes to have the sauce in supermarkets by the end of 2016. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

HE’S TOPPING OUT

First taste
City’s only breast milk donation 
center opens doors in Madison

SAUCE BOSS: Giacomo Santangelo’s signature tomato sauce recipe has been a San-
tangelo secret since his parents opened the family’s Third Avenue pizzeria in the 1960s.
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe Continued on page 6
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklyn needs to get with 
the program!

Every kid in the bor-
ough must have the oppor-
tunity to learn how to write 
computer code so they can 
score high-paying tech jobs 
when they grow up, says 
Borough President Adams, 
who unveiled a new plan 
on Monday that he claims 
will ensure all youngsters 
in Kings County become 
fl uent in the language of 
gizmos.

“Our future is being 
written in zeroes and ones, 
and coding will help our 
young people write that fu-
ture, while adding several 
zeroes to the ends of their 
salaries,” said the Beep, 
who launched his Code 
Brooklyn initiative at PS-
MS 282 in Park Slope on 
Nov. 2. 

The fi rst phase of Ad-
ams’s plan is to get every 

school involved in the Hour 
of Code — a week in De-
cember where kids across 

the world take 60-minute-
long tutorials that walk 
budding code monkeys 
through writing their fi rst 
computer game.

More than 200 Brook-
lyn schools have already 
signed up for the Hour of 
Code, but Adams won’t be 
satisfi ed until all Kings 
County’s educational insti-
tutions involve their schol-
ars in the code-a-thon.

“We’re working towards 
100-percent participation,” 
said Adams’s press guru 
Stefan Ringel. 

The next step of the 
Beep’s plan is to audit 
all the tech infrastruc-
ture that currently exists 
within Brooklyn schools 
— fi guring out exactly 
what gadgets they require 
to provide students with 
the computer savvy they’ll 
need to succeed, and then 
giving to them.

This summer,  Adams 

designated nearly $14 mil-
lion of his capital funding 
for tech stuff in schools , 
and next year he plans on 
following up with an even 
larger grant for silicon-
based educational tools, 
according to Ringel.

“Based off that analy-
sis, you’ll see sharper in-
crease in funding than 
what you’ve seen already,” 
he said.

Adams also vowed to 
act as a liaison between 
schools and the city, mak-
ing sure funds Mayor De-
Blasio has designated for 
training teachers in tech 
skills get to the schools 
and educators that need 
them the most.

Finally, the borough 
president said that he will 
work with state Sen. Diane 
Savino (D–Coney Island) 
and Assemblywoman Jo 
Anne Simon (D–Cobble 
Hill) to draft a state law 

mandating computer sci-
ence classes in all schools.

The pols say the les-
sons are essential for mak-
ing sure the Brooklynites 
of tomorrow are prepared 
to serve their robot over-
lords. 

“Technology is chang-
ing so rapidly that by the 
time this year’s kinder-
garteners graduate high 
school, ‘college or career 
readiness’ will demand 

coding skills because ro-
bots will be making most 
of our goods,” said Simon. 
“We need to prepare our 
children for a job market 
that will be dominated by 
computer science-related 
fi elds.”

Brooklyn tech-sperts in-
terested in volunteering to 
help teach Hour of Code 
classes can learn more at 
volunteer.codebrooklyn.
org.

KNOW THE CODE
Beep: Every kid should learn how to program computers

GETTING WITH THE PROGRAM: PS-MS 282 student Miah-Simone 
Browne shows off her computer skills. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

ALL ABOUT CODE: PS-MS 282 
student Mishca Braswell had a 
blast learning to code. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
The Coney candidate 
surfed to victory.

Coney Island Democrat 
Pamela Harris trounced 
Bay Ridge Republican Lu-
cretia Regina-Potter in a 
special election to fill the 
vacant 46th Assembly Dis-
trict seat on Nov. 3, win-
ning 61 percent of the vote 
in the district spanning 
Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights, 
and Coney Island.

Harris will be the fi rst 
black assemblywoman 
to represent the district, 
which has a large black pop-
ulation in Coney Island and 
a predominantly white pop-
ulation in Bay Ridge and 
Dyker Heights. The neigh-
borhoods may be racially 
divided, but the assembly-
woman-elect said she’ll look 
at things holistically.

“Whether I’m Afri-
can-American, green, or 
with purple stripes, win-
ning the district means so 
much to me, because this 
is a district that needs a 
real interest in it,” she 
said. “We need to make 
sure this whole district is 
taken care of, not bits and 
pieces, so that’s what’s 
more important to me.”

Harris garnered 4,364 
votes to Regina-Potter’s 
2,573, according to unoffi-
cial election night results 
from the state.

The former corrections 
offi cer also out-raised Re-
gina-Potter, a designer by 
trade who also serves as 

Republican committee-
woman for the district. 
Harris raised $35,845 dur-
ing her campaign — 10 
times Regina-Potter’s war 
chest — with help from 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island), Borough 
President Adams, state Sen. 
Diane Savino (D–Coney 
Island), and Democratic 
Rep. Hakeem Jeffries. The 
health care workers and 
corrections unions also 
made signifi cant donations 
to Harris’s campaign.

Harris and Regina-
Potter sparred in two 
debates in October  over 
mostly big-picture issues 
such as gun control and 
the national minimum 
wage . Following her vic-

tory on Tuesday, Harris 
said her priority is secur-
ing funding to continue 
rebuilding parts of Coney 
Island destroyed in Hur-
ricane Sandy — a storm 
that damaged Harris’s 
own home — and push-
ing reforms to halt illegal 
home conversions.

Former Assembly-
man Alec Brook-Krasny 
abruptly resigned in July 
to take a job in the private 
sector, prompting the spe-
cial election. Harris will 
serve out the remainder 
of Brook-Krasny’s term 
ending in December of 
next year.

Regina-Potter did not 
return requests for a com-
ment.

Harris Ridge’s fi rst black representative

ALBANY OR BUST: Democrat Pamela Harris celebrated her victory 
in the 46th Assembly district race at the MCU Park Gallery in Coney 
Island on Nov. 3 with some local Democratic bigwigs, including As-
semblyman Bill Colton.  Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Making history FALL SPECIAL EVENT

25% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

PURCHASE

BROOKLYN’S LARGEST SELECTION 
OF DESIGNER PRODUCTS FOR 

EVERY STYLE AND BUDGET

FREE DELIVERY ($150 VALUE)

CALL OR CLICK FOR YOUR FREE
PERSONALIZED APPOINTMENT

COURIER LIFE
Help make the holidays 
brighter for a family in 
need! 

Shoppers at Gristedes 
are invited to make a dona-
tion at the register through 
Thanksgiving weekend for 
the supermarket chain’s 
annual “Put a Turkey on 
the Table of a Needy Fam-
ily” campaign in partner-

ship with St. Francis Food 
Pantries and Shelters.

The company raised more 
than $20,000 last year to pur-
chase turkeys for underpriv-
ileged New Yorkers, thanks 
to its big-hearted patrons.

“Gristedes is fortunate 
to have so many loyal and 
caring customers who 
pitch in to support worthy 
charitable causes, such as 

this one,” said chairman 
and chief executive offi cer 
John Catsimatidis.

The donations bring 
comfort and joy to families 
around the city, added the 
pantry’s co-founder.

“They help us give many 
deserving families an en-
joyable and happy Thanks-
giving dinner,” said Fr. 
Francis Gasparik.

Gristedes launches annual 
turkey drive for those in need
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coaching, and travel that 
it involved. But the future 
Disney royal’s passion to 
lace up and hit the rink 
reigned supreme. She was 
home schooled for her se-
nior year so she could focus 
fully on her skating, and 
she helped to coach bud-
ding skaters at the Aviator 
Sports and Events Center 
in Marine Park, where she 
could practice for free on its 
National Hockey League-
sized rinks. Her dedication 
paid off when she landed 
the Disney gig, and she now 
performs to sold-out crowds 
across the nation, and in 
Thailand and Australia.

Ramirez’s crowning 
moments occur when 
cheering fans rise from 
their seats and start danc-
ing at the sight of the ice 
princess.

“Little girls’ eyes light 
up and they scream ‘Ti-
ana,’ as if they see a part 
of themselves in the char-
acter that I play,” she says. 
“It’s an honor to give so 
many people a fi gure that 
they can fi nally identify 
with.”

The Brooklyn show is 

especially thrilling for her.
“The powerful energy 

and adrenaline rush that 
you get from your home-
town is unique, especially 
when your hometown 
is such a lively place,” 
Ramirez says. “Having the 
opportunity to perform in 
Brooklyn is particularly 
humbling.”

The extravaganza at 
Barclays celebrates “100 
years of magic” from the 
Walt Disney Company, and 
features appearances by 
cherished cartoon charac-
ters like Mickey and Min-
nie Mouse, Donald Duck, 
and Goofy. The Disney 
Princesses also hold court 
during the show, with 
Ramirez’s Princess Tiana 
appearing alongside Cin-
derella, Snow White, Ra-
punzel, and the mermaid 
Ariel. The show celebrates 
exciting moments and 
songs from Disney’s ani-
mated fi lms like “The Lion 
King,” “Beauty and the 
Beast,” and “Frozen.”

“Disney On Ice Cele-
brates 100 Years of Magic” 
at Barclays Center (620 At-
lantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street 
in Prospect Heights, www.
barclayscenter.com), Nov. 
10–15, at various times. $15–
$100.

Continued from page 1 
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
Welcome to Flavortown!
The Museum of Food and 
Drink Lab opened its Wil-
liamsburg doors this week 
with “Flavor: Making  It 
And Faking It,” an ex-
hibit about the so-called 
real and artifi cial fl avors. 
Museum organizers want 
visitors to learn that the 
difference between “natu-
ral” and “artifi cial” is not 
necessarily the same as 
“good” and “bad.”

“We want to challenge 
people to think about the 
opinions they have about 
food, so that armed with 
this info they can come to 
their own conclusions,” 
said executive director Pe-
ter Kim. “We’re not making 
a statement about whether 
this fl avor or that fl avor is 
good or bad, the goal is to 
feel one way or the other 
for the right reasons.”

The word “chemical” 
is often applied to ingre-
dients used in cheaply-
made, unhealthy foods, 
but Kim notes that many 
of those same chemicals 
give “real” foods their nat-
ural fl avor.

“You hear ‘We don’t 
like chemicals in our 
food.’ That’s not a good 
reason not to like it. Ev-
erything is chemicals,” 
he said. “We’re trying 
to get beyond that so we 
can have real discus-
sions.”

Kim and his team built 
“smell machines” and 

candy dispensers full of 
chemical fl avor tablets 
like citric acid and mono-
sodium glutamate, or 
MSG, go along with more 
traditional museum dis-
plays that explain the his-
tory of artifi cial fl avors.

The Willy Wonka-esque 
smell machines, covered 
with arcade-style but-
tons and smell-dispensing 
tubes, pump out some of 
the “natural” and “arti-
fi cial” chemicals used in 
everyday food, challeng-
ing visitors to guess which 
is which. For example, 
one machine pumps out 
a chemical concoction 
extracted from Concord 

grapes, alongside a lab-
made, isolated version of 
the chemical compound 
that gives the grapes their 
sweet smell — and which 
is used in grape Kool-Aid. 
The two compounds are 
chemically identical, but 
the latter must be labelled 
artifi cial.

Visitors can also cre-
ate mixes all their own at 
the “smell synth,” which 
pumps out 19 different 
chemicals that smell of 
cinnamon, orange, pop-
corn, or vinegar popcorn 
— or all four at once. 

More traditional 
printed displays teach 
visitors about the history 

of the fl avor industry and 
its major discoveries, like 
vanillin, the key fl avor 
chemical found in the va-
nilla bean. Had chemists 
never discovered how to 
extract vanillin in mate-
rials like pine bark, clove 
oil, and paper pulp, va-
nilla ice cream might cost 
as much as caviar.

“Making It And Faking 
It” at the Museum of Food 
And Drink Lab (62 Bayard 
St. between Lorimer Street 
and Leonard Street in Wil-
liamsburg, www.mofad.
org) Through Feb. 28; Wed, 
Sat, Fri, noon–8 pm; Thu, 
noon–6 pm; Sunday, 10 
am–6 pm. $10.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2015 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
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HOMECOMING ROYALTY: Brooklyn skater Carlina Ramirez is set to 
star as Princess Tiana in “Disney on Ice” at Barclays Center. 
 Feld Entertainment

The taste-makers

PASSING THE SNIFF TEST: The Museum of Food and Drink’s executive director Peter Kim takes a 
whiff of the “smell synth” machine, which pumps out scents in various combinations. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Food Museum dishes up the chemicals that create fl avor

“We make it conve-
nient for moms,” she ex-

plained.
The Madison birth-

ing center also boasts 
two professional lactation 
consultants who counsel 
mothers on the myriad 

questions that arise when 
breast-feeding, Gaglioti 
said.

But the need for moth-
er’s milk is ever-grow-
ing, and Gaglioti said she 

hopes the depot will in-
spire more women to do-
nate their dairy.

“It’s like blood,” she 
said. “There’s never 
enough.”

MILK
Continued from page 3



N
OV. 8, 2015, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

7

I’m a Manhattanite,’ and 
then I moved to Brooklyn 
and confronted the real 
concept of community,” 
Haspiel explained.

Haspiel’s illustrated 
exodus from Alphabet 
City has less gunplay 
and fewer cannibals than 
Snake Plissken’s cellu-
loid escape from the max-
imum-security prison of 
Manhattan Island, but it 
features almost as many 
sociopaths, the author 
said. And it is rife with 
true-to-life anecdotes and 
vivid imagery describing 
the trials and tribulations 
of an outsider’s settlement 
in Brooklyn.

“It’s my love letter to 
Brooklyn,” he said. “It’s, 
warts and all, to expose 
the things that are really 
cool and f----- up about it.”

During his initial move 
into Carroll Gardens, for 
instance, Haspiel was 
greeted with the “hairy 
eyeball” and loud coughs 
that sounded suspiciously 
like “yuppie,” courtesy of 
the neighborhood’s largely 

Italian community.
“The old Italians in 

the neighborhood I moved 
into looked at me like I 
was some kind of yuppie,” 
Haspiel explained. “I don’t 
have anything against 
yuppies, I’m just not one 
of them.”

It was not pleasant 
at the time, but Hasp-
iel, who still lives in the 
area, is now starting to 
empathize with that feel-
ing of encroachment as he 
witnesses gentrifi cation 
creeping in.

“It’s funny, because, 
as I get older, I’m start-

ing to get those inklings 
of ‘Get off my lawn,’ ” he 
said. “But it has gentri-
fi ed a lot more and I get it. 
Neighborhoods like to be 
neighborhoods, and quar-
antine. It creates a sense 
of safety.”

“Beef with Tomato” is 
chock-full of bizarre, fac-
tual, and distinctly Brook-
lyn anecdotes, including 
the time Haspiel’s Asian 
neighbors thought he was 
gay, and another when 
his girlfriend’s nudity 
gave a geriatric peeping 
Tom a heart attack. The 
illustrations and prose 
work together to explore 
one man’s take on Kings 
County, said the artist.

“I can’t tell you what 
a New York story is, you 
have to live in it and it be-
comes that,” he said. “I’m 
shrugging off the rigors of 
Manhattan, while trying 
to embrace the history of 
Brooklyn.”

Dean Haspiel will sign 
“Beef with Tomato” at 
Comic Arts Brooklyn (12 
Havemeyer St. between 
N. Eighth and N. Ninth 
streets in Williamsburg, 
comicartsbrooklyn.com). 
Nov. 7, 11 am–7 pm. Free.

Continued from page 1 
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Introducing the ZERONA® SYSTEM — ZERONA® LipoLaser removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. 
ZERONA® is a new LipoLaser body-sculpting procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body 
without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities without interruptions from 
surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the LipoLaser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring) 
to emulsify fat, which then releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the body 

during its normal course of detoxification. The ZERONA® procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo controlled study in 
which patients averaged a loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–11 inches from the waist, hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. 
This is not a quick weight loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

DROP 1–3 PANTS OR  
DRESS SIZES IN 2 WEEKS?

NEW & NON-INVASIVE LIPOLASER

ZERONA® WORKSHOPS
When:  Wednesday, November 18, 1:45 pm 
 Monday, November 23, 7:15 pm
Where: Brooklyn Spine Center 
 5911-16th Avenue, Bklyn, NY 11204
Cost:  FREE ($79 value)  
Call:  (718) 234-6212
Seats:  Reserved Seating  

Zerona™  LipoLaser Workshop
Drop 1-3 Dress or Pants Sizes in 2 Weeks

Zero Surgery Zero Drugs
Zero Pain Zero Willpower
Zero Down-Time Zero Wounds
Zero Incisions Zero Medications
Zero Recovery Zero Effort

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2015.

FINDING INSPIRATION: The 
book is named for one of Hasp-
iel’s favored Chinatown dishes.
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

BY ALLEY OLIVIER
Call it a market watch.

The city plans on hand-
ing Ditmas Park’s Flatbush 
Caton Market — a beloved 
Caribbean shopping cen-
ter at the corner of the titu-
lar streets — over to a devel-
oper, which will turn it into a 
10-story tower of below-mar-
ket-rate housing with a new, 
larger market at the bottom. 

Local pols say they wel-
come the taxpayer-funded 
$6-million makeover of the 
community hub, but they’ll 
be keeping an eagle eye on 
the project to make sure de-
veloper BRP Development 
Corporation doesn’t destroy 
a treasured local resource 
in the process.

“You may have won the 
bid but don’t think you’re 
going to come in here and 

do something that is not 
what we stated we wanted,” 
said Borough President Ad-
ams at a press conference 
announcing the redevelop-
ment last Tuesday. “This is 
so important to us. We got to 
get this right.”

BRP plans on expanding 
the market — which cur-
rently houses 47 vendors sell-
ing food, beauty products, 
art, and other services — 
and adding classroom space, 
a commercial kitchen, and 
offi ces for business group 
the Caribbean American 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. The company says 
it will also provide a tempo-
rary space for the vendors 
during construction. 

On top, it will build 166 
below-market units, which 
it claims will house locals 

at rents they can afford. 
“Caton Flats will play 

a critical role in providing 
area residents with an af-
fordable place to live,” said 
Meredith Marshall, manag-
ing partner and co-founder 
of BRP. 

The company will ear-
mark half of the units for 
families earning up to 130 
percent of the “area median 
income,” or around $100,000 
a year for a family of three, 30 
percent to those making 100 
percent of the benchmark — 
around $77,5000 a year — and 
20 percent to those at 60 per-
cent — about $46,500. 

The city calculates the 
area median income based 
on the entire wages of resi-
dents in the broader New 
York City region — which 
includes neighboring coun-

ties — rather than the 
neighborhood. 

A rep for the New York 
City Economic Development 
Corporation, the quasi-gov-
ernmental body charged 

with promoting business 
within the city, said it chose 
BRP because it has a good 
track record of creating 
similar developments and 
has strong local ties.

The city has not an-
nounced a date for the con-
struction, as the project 
will still have to undergo a 
six-month public approval 
process.

City building apartments on beloved 
Ditmas Park Carribean shopping center

MARKET RATE: Renderings for the proposed Flatbush Caton Market redevelopment, which will turn 
the shopping center into a 10-story apartment building with a market at the bottom. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Up market!
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
A deaf Bushwick woman 
who struggled to navigate 
the city’s homeless shel-
ter system with no inter-
preter recently won a set-
tlement that will ensure 
other heard-of-hearing ref-
uge residents won’t face 
the same barriers she did 
in fi nding permanent hous-
ing.

The city’s Department 
of Homeless Services last 
Tuesday agreed to pay 
Grace Ihetu and her family 
$117,500 for their suffering 
and ensure all deaf people 
living in shelters get access 
to sign-language interpret-
ers from now on, and Ihetu 
said she is thrilled at the 
outcome. 

“I am happy and proud 
I made a positive change,” 
said Ihetu, who swung the 
settlement thanks to law-
yers at the New York Cen-
ter for Law and Justice, a 
legal team that represents 
the deaf and hard of hear-
ing.

Ihetu, who was born 
deaf, said she became 
homeless in September 2010 
and entered a Bronx shel-
ter alone, hoping workers 
there could help her fi nd 
below-market-rate housing 
where she could live with 
her twin daughters and 
son. Her kids went to live 
with a relative, she said.

But she soon realized 
she had no way to commu-
nicate her goal to shelter 
workers — she is not fl uent 
in English and the city did 
not provide an American 
Sign Language interpreter. 
When she tried to request 
one, the workers shrugged 
her off, she claims.

“I would go to every sin-
gle person in the staff,” said 
Ihetu. “They looked open to 
helping, then would realize 
I was deaf and they would 
close down again.”

Ihetu says the city shut-
tled her from shelter to 
shelter without explana-
tion, and she grew increas-
ingly frustrated trying to 
fi nd help. 

She fi nally stopped by 
a social service agency 

in February 2011 and ex-
plained her troubles. The 
agents there referred her 
to the Center for Law and 
Justice, where lawyers 
reached out to the city on 
her behalf. The city heard 
her pleas, and Ihetu moved 
into a Bushwick building 
with her kids that Septem-
ber. 

There are laws in place 
that are supposed to ensure 
resources for deaf individu-
als in the homeless system, 
said one of the lawyers who 
worked on Ihetu’s case, but 
city agencies were not fol-
lowing through and did not 
realize many deaf residents 
were suffering in silence.

“We made the city aware 
of the challenges of being 
deaf in the homeless shel-
ter system,” said attorney 
Bruce Gitlin. “To the city’s 
credit, they began an inves-
tigation and tried to make 
things right for Grace.”

But even after settling 
into her home, Ihetu felt 
she needed to do more to 
ensure others didn’t face 
the same obstacles she did, 
and her legal team agreed. 

“We felt that there was 
a need for a policy change,” 
said Gitlin. 

The team, working with 

the United States Attor-
ney’s Offi ce, fi led a lawsuit 
against the Department 
of Homeless Services and 
eventually scored a victory 
for deaf and hard-of-hear-
ing shelter residents — the 
city must now supply an 
interpreter upon request, 
inform deaf residents that 
they can make such a re-
quest, and train shelter 
employees on how to work 
with deaf residents. 

The department de-
clined to comment on 
Ihetu’s account of her expe-
riences, but claimed it had 
already been working to 
improve services for deaf 
residents, which the settle-
ment will now solidify.

“DHS has implemented 
a number of additional 
measures over the years for 
deaf and hard of hearing 
shelter residents and this 
agreement formalizes that 
commitment,” said spokes-
woman Nicole Cueto

Ihetu says it was a pain-
ful journey, but it ulti-
mately had a happy end-
ing. 

“I feel blessed,” she 
said. “It was so horrendous 
what I was going through 
before, but now things are 
great.”

Bushwick woman takes city to court to 
guarantee interpreters for deaf homeless 

HOUSING HERO: Grace Ihetu had a rough time in the city’s shelter 
system as a deaf person with no interpreter, but now she has a 
home and has scored a settlement that ensures interpreters for all 
deaf shelter residents.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

Sign of the times
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I was 500 pounds, I wouldn’t 
be able to do anything.”

Bruiser and Osborn 
aren’t fl eet-of-foot on land, 
but they used their fl ippers 
to deftly passed the ball 
back and forth with Cosmos 
players Mulligan, forward 
Kharlton Belmar, mid-
fi elder Hagop Chirishian, 
and goalkeeper Keasel 
Broome.

The marine mammals’ 
most impressive trick, 
however, was catching fl y-
ing soccer balls on the tip 
of their whiskered muzzles 
and balancing them there 
before expertly tossing 
them back with a fl ick of 
their noses. 

The sea lions, being 
consummate profession-
als, performed before 
an audience of about 60 
aquarium patrons and 
earned themselves a tasty 
fi sh, courtesy of their 
trainers, with each suc-
cessful pass.

Bruiser, the younger of 
the sea lion duo, did a great 
job, but wasn’t quite as 
skilled as his more vener-
able blubber buddy — Mul-
ligan described him as “up-
and-coming.”

“You can’t walk by the 
building, the sidewalks are 
all broken up and nobody is 
maintaining it,” said Con-
stantine Shushkovsky, pres-
ident of the board of Kimball 
East Luxury Condomini-
ums, which are located ad-
jacent to the Monstrosity. 
“And there’s defi nitely been 
an issue with wildlife tak-
ing refuge there. There’s 
lots of raccoons.”

Indeed, one photo shows 
a cage containing the 
corpse of a raccoon, which 
had apparently blundered 
into the trap there and 
starved to death. Others de-
pict an empty tin of cat food 
covered in fur, an empty 
six-pack of beer, and graf-
fi ti on interior walls.

Construction at the con-
dominium development 
halted in 2006 when the 
Department of Buildings 
slapped developers with a 
stop-work order for build-
ing a six-story structure in 

an area that was only zoned 
for three-stories. 

The developer’s lawyers 
fought for years to remove 
the order  —  owners blamed 
their architects for the six-
story snafu and said they 
couldn’t afford to remove 
the offending fl oors. 

Meanwhile, the build-
ing languished and  neigh-
bors began complaining 
the forsaken site was affect-
ing their quality of life. 

The councilman at the 
time wasn’t buying the fi -
nancial hardship excuse.

“This exactly analogues 
to someone who committed 
murder, but is asking for 
sympathy on the grounds 
that they’re an orphan,” 
then-Councilman Lew Fi-
dler said.

Locals saw a glimmer 
of hope after developers 
fi led permits to demolish 
the condo’s sixth fl oor in 
2013 and its fourth and fi fth 
fl oors in 2014.

The Department of Build-
ings denied the second per-
mit, because it was incom-
plete, a spokesman said. 

Continued from page 1 

KIMBALL ST.

Continued from page 1 

SEA LION

A LONG NAP: A dead raccoon was found inside a trap cage within 
the stalled construction site known colloquially as the “Kimball 
Street Monstrosity.” 

NEXT BIG SOCCER STAR: (Above) Osborn the sea lion plants a kiss 
on Cosmo Kharlton Belmar after catching a pass from one of the 
soccer team’s forwards (below). Photos by Steve Schnibbe
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