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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
It is hip to be square at this 
pizzeria.

A Clinton Hill couple 
is fi ring up a slice joint 
on Fulton Street that will 
sling pies just like they 
make them in Detroit — 
with corners!

The dough-tossers know 

their foreign offerings may 
cheese off some Brook-
lynites, but say people just 
need to be less pious about 
their pies. 

“People need to lighten 
up and enjoy pizza, because 
it’s fun to eat and fun to 
make,” said Matt Hyland, 
who co-owns popular Ful-

ton Street pizzeria Emily 
with his wife of the same 
name, and will soon open 
Motown spin-off Emmy 
Squared a few doors down. 
“There’s always room for 
more pizza.”

Emmy Squared will 
serve pan pizzas inspired 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Bay Ridge pets beware!

Serial animal killers are leav-
ing out poisoned and glass-laced 
pet food to nix neighborhood 
fuzz balls, animal lovers say. The 
fi ends are slipping the miasmal 
Meow Mix onto sidewalks and 
into yards where locals leave un-
tainted treats, and folks combat-
ting the cretins are fl agging, one 
woman said.

“Those people, they know me, 
so they watch me and leave it out 
when I’m not around,” said Anna 
Scollazino. “When we pass the 
next time, it’s all over the place. 
We manage it as best we can, but 
this is every day, and we’re just 
exhausted.”

The sicko appears to be mixing 

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
His band is all strung out.

A composer has tossed 
aside the traditional vio-
lins and clarinets and as-
sembled an orchestra en-
tirely of guitars. The music 
man said the all-string en-
semble, coming to Boerum 
Hill venue Roulette on Nov. 
23, will challenge players 

and listeners alike.
“We’re creating an 

arena that is a new and dif-
ferent way of putting music 
together,” said Adam Ru-
dolph, whose Go: Organic 
Orchestra series features 
orchestras wielding un-
usual arrangements of in-
struments from around the 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 10Continued on page 6

Word play in 
Bridge Park

BY LAUREN GILL
Yo, Brooklyn, whassup?

A vibrant new sculpture in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park is mak-
ing a statement — or two — with 
just two letters. The artist behind 
the “OY/YO” sculpture says that 
Brooklyn’s front yard is the per-
fect spot for the aluminum let-
ters.

“When I saw it I knew right 
away it was made for New York,” 
said Deborah Kass, who moved 
to Bushwick from Manhattan in 
2002. 

Continued on page 6
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PIZZA SQUARED: A Clinton 
Hill pizzeria will offer pan 
pizzas inspired by Detroit 
cuisine.

LADY OF LETTERS: Artist Deborah Kass stands in front of her vibrant new sculpture in Brooklyn Bridge Park.  
 Etienne Frossard

He’s a guitar hero Motown’s pizza arrives
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*Rates are based on 8.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments for a term of 60 months. Rates are based on 
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APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!
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OPEN 6 Days 11am
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RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
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$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2015.

BY DENNIS LYNCH
A plan to replace the de-
crepit Sunset Park library 
with apartments and a li-
brary on the bottom should 
be stopped in its tracks until 
developers hash out plans 
for a temporary library, 
bookworms warned this 
week.

Residents fear a plan to 
sell the property the library 
sits on, tear down the struc-
ture, and replace it with an 
apartment building with 
a library on the lower lev-
els will leave them without 
a decent place to borrow 
books during construc-
tion — despite the fact the 
Brooklyn Public Library 
intends to lend books from 
an undisclosed temporary 
location.

“What does that mean, 
a trailer in front of the li-
brary?” Chris Robles of 
community group Village 
of Sunset Park. “Is it going 
to be comparable to what we 
have? Will it accommodate 
the community like the one 
we have now?”

Offi cials couldn’t say, but 
they insist the library needs 
a makeover and the only 
way to fi nance it is by sell-
ing the land it stands on.

The existing library 
building was built in the 

1970s, and its age is showing 
— it needs a new boiler and 
roof repairs, and the library 
system  replaced an air-con-
ditioning system that broke 
last summer  with noisy 
temporary units that do not 
properly cool the building, 
patrons said.

There’s no question Sun-
set Park needs a library — 
just not one that’s part of a 
housing development, be-
cause that would not leave 
any room for the library to 
add facilities as the commu-
nity grows, Robles said.

“We want a new library, 
period,” he said. “We’re go-
ing to need the ability to 
grow the library, once it’s 
in this building, we are no 
longer able to expand it. We 
want more fl exible use of 
the land.”

But library offi cials say 
the borough system is dead 
broke and cannot afford to 
build a new library with-
out the Fifth Avenue Com-
mittee’s help. The commit-
tee plans to buy the library 
at Fourth Avenue and 51st 
Street from the city, replac-
ing it with an eight-story 
building and setting aside 
the basement, fi rst fl oor, 
and parts of the second fl oor 
for a new book-lending out-
fi t that offi cials say will be 

twice the size of the existing 
facility.

The rest of the building 
would consist of 49 apart-
ments with monthly rents 
ranging from $480 to $1,685, 
depending on the number 
of bedrooms. The commit-
tee plans to set aside half of 
those units for Community 
Board 7 residents and re-
serve nine units for domes-
tic violence victims, accord-
ing to information from the 
committee.

The developers would 
foot the construction cost, 
but the library system needs 
$10 million to outfi t it with 
books and computers — 
that’s half the cost to build 
and outfi t a new standalone 
branch, a library spokes-
woman said.

The  Brooklyn Heights 
branch’s controversial pend-
ing sale  would contribute $8 
million, and the library sys-
tem would kick in the other 
$2 million, according to com-
mittee documents.

The Brooklyn Public 
Library and Fifth Avenue 
Committee will present 
their plan at a public forum 
at the Sunset Park Recre-
ational Center on Seventh 
Avenue between 43rd and 
44th Streets at 6:30 pm on 
Dec. 1.

S’Parkers fear library fi x will leave them 
with a crummy interim book-lender

A serious bind

FOR THE LOVE OF THE LIBRARY: Chris Robles, Ray Acevedo, and Richard Villar stand in front of the 
Sunset Park Library, which the Fifth Avenue Committee and Brooklyn Public Library plan to replace 
with a mixed-housing and library building. The trio wants to see it as an updated standalone library 
instead. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY LAUREN GILL
Hurry up and wait!

A proposed renovation of Cad-
man Plaza would reopen the Brook-
lyn War Memorial and add a visi-
tor’s center, cafe, and rooftop terrace 
to the long-shuttered shrine — but 
only if local leaders can scrounge up 
$12 million to make it happen. And 
local war veterans say they sure 
hope that will be sometime soon, or 
they won’t be around to see it.

“I can’t wait — I hope I’m alive to 
see it open,” said Fort Greene resi-
dent Roy Vanasco, who served in 
the Navy during World War II.

Local offi cials and community 
groups last week revealed  their 
proposal  for the rehab of the mas-
sive shrine, which contains a mon-
ument hall sporting names of the 
more than 11,500 Brooklynites who 
fell in the war but has been largely 
closed to the public for the past 25 
years.

In addition to sprucing up and 
reopening the hall, the proffered 
revamp would transform the entire 
structure into a community hub, 
adding a visitor’s center, eatery, 
and exhibition center to the lower 
level of the complex, and a rooftop 
terrace and event space on top — 
which people could rent out for wed-
dings and seminars — according to 
Cadman Park lovers.

“The overall goal is to create 
a self-suffi cient civic center,” said 
Toba Potosky, president of com-
munity group the Cadman Park 

Conservancy, which unveiled the 
proposal along with Borough Pres-
ident Adams and business group 
the Downtown Brooklyn Partner-
ship.

But the plan estimates the entire 
project will cost $11.8 million dol-
lars, which isn’t in the bank right 
now. Borough President Adams al-
located $1 million to the face-lift ear-
lier this year, but other politicians 
and private businesses will need to 
kick in the rest, according to a Bor-
ough Hall spokesman. 

The conservancy  attempted to 
crowdfund $1.5 million towards 
fi xing up part of the memorial in 
May , but donors have only pledged 
around $4,000 so far.

Various city agencies will still 
need to approve the designs before 
they go ahead.

The memorial makeover is just 
one proposal for  the city’s larger 
“Brooklyn Strand” project  that 
seeks to connect and overhaul the 
disparate parks, plazas, and other 
green spaces between Borough Hall 
and Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

Neighborhood residents and or-
ganizations brainstormed their 
ideas in workshops with architec-
ture fi rm WXY, which then drew 
up the plans for the memorial and 
other green spaces. 

 Other ideas  include closing Cad-
man Plaza East between the Korean 
War Memorial and the Post Offi ce 
and turning it into a public space 
with zany seating, installing ca-
fes and stores under the Brooklyn 
Bridge, and transforming the tip of 
Cadman Plaza into a big hill leading 
to a walkway over the bridge. 

BY COLIN MIXSON
They have to get the inside 
track!

Gowanusites must come 
up with a concrete plan to 
restore a long-shuttered, 
derelict playground under-
neath the elevated F and 
G tracks back into a pub-
lic space before the Met-
ropolitan Transit Author-
ity — which owns the land 
— finds another use for it, 
say local leaders.

“We want to fl oat a plan 
so that they have to consider 
this an option, before they 
make it something that’s not 
conducive to the quality of 
life we think we deserve,” 
said Paul Basile, president 
of local business association 
the Gowanus Alliance.

The city closed the Fran 
Brady Under the Tracks 
Playground, on 10th Street 
between Second and Third 
avenues, in the mid-’90s be-
cause the subway line that 
looms above it was a men-
ace — chunks of concrete 
were falling off, posing a 
serious threat to the nog-
gins of kids playing hand-
ball below,  according to a 
New York Times report .

The transit agency fi-
nally began repairing the 
tracks in 2009, and now 
that the fix-up is nearing 
an end, the Gowanus Alli-
ance is teaming up with lo-
cal activist group Gowanus 
United and toxic waterway 
stewards the Gowanus Ca-
nal Conservancy to plot 
a new purpose for the ne-
glected space.

The groups held a meet-
ing with other residents on 
Monday, where attendees 
suggested turning it into 
a gathering place for food 
trucks, a sculpture garden, 
an outdoor theater, and a 
public art gallery.

Some would like to erect 
a monument for the park’s 
namesake Fran Brady — 
a lifelong local who cam-
paigned to revitalize the 
playground in the ’90s.

Many denizens would 
also like the space to house 

the old Kentile Floors sign, 
which the Alliance  has 
been holding on to  since the 
owner of the building it sat 
on  took it down last year . 
The iconic typography was 
a daily sight for commut-
ers on the elevated subway 
line, and would honor the 
park’s under-the-tracks 
roots, said Basile. 

“So many people who 
rode the F and G are con-
nected to those letters,” he 
said. “When we took pos-
session of those letters, we 
wanted to introduce them 
back into the area.”

But not everyone in the 
neighborhood wants to see 
the playground return to its 
former recreational state. 
One local business owner 
hopes to turn it into parking 
— either by leasing it out to 
a parking company, or hand-
ing it over the sanitation de-
partment for garbage trucks 
— which he said would free 
up much-needed on-street 
spaces for residents.

“I think the best use for 
this park is parking,” said 
Andrew Feinman, owner of 
Brooklyn 13th Street Hold-
ing Corp. “The area is des-
perately short on parking.”

War Memorial makeover could include cafe and 
rooftop terrace — for a hefty price tag

REVAMPED: An abstract sketch of the memorial’s proposed visitor’s center. 
 WXY Architecture

PARK LIFE: Natasia Sidarta and 
her colleagues at the Gowanus 
Conservancy are working to fi nd 
a good use for the currently shut-
tered Fran Brady Under the Tracks 
Playground. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

MORE THAN A MEMORIAL: The proposed new look for the Brooklyn War Memorial. WXY Architecture

A shrine of the times

Gowanus wants 
decrepit park 
back on track 
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge
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T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY LAUREN GILL
What a brush off!

The Brooklyn Museum 
supported wealthy de-
velopers over struggling 
artists by hosting a con-
ference for real-estate ty-
coons on Tuesday, say pro-
testors who rallied outside 
the cultural institution 
claiming the event pro-
moted practices that are 
making the borough too 
expensive for the creative 
class to live and work 
here.

“We feel that this event 
is using the very culture 
we create and support to 
endorse profit-driven in-
vestment,”  read a peti-
tion  signed by more than 
a thousand artists and 
their supporters ahead of 
Tuesday’s Brooklyn Real 
Estate Summit. “The sum-
mit’s goals are in direct 
opposition to the needs of 
the majority of people who 
are struggling to pay rent 

in Brooklyn.”
Dozens of protestors 

unfurled a 65-foot ban-
ner reading “Brooklyn 
is not for sale” in front of 
the Prospect Heights mu-
seum alongside tents em-
blazoned with “Foreclose 
on developers not people,” 
while inside hundreds 
of real-estate profession-
als were discussing top-
ics such as “What is the 
next Atlantic Yards?” and 
“Which emerging areas 
are primed for transforma-
tion?”

Artists had been demand-
ing the museum cancel the 
forum since a local illustra-
tor circulated  an open letter  
earlier this month arguing 
the event runs counter to 
the Brooklyn Museum’s  self-
proclaimed  mission of serv-
ing the borough’s “diverse 
public.” 

The developers in-
volved are deliberately 
making Kings County 

a more expensive place 
to live, she claimed, and 
artists and communities 
of color are moving else-
where because they can’t 
afford to stay.

“The 600-plus top real 
estate owners, develop-
ers, and investors gather-
ing at the Brooklyn Mu-
seum to scheme about how 
to wring more profit from 
our neighborhoods are 
not serving us as Brook-
lynites,” wrote Bushwick 
artist Sarah Quinter. 
“This borough will be a 
creative graveyard soon 
enough if things don’t 
change.”

The museum — which 
also hosted the conference 
in 2014 — responded by of-
fering to let Quinter give a 
speech at the  conference 
and to host a separate fo-
rum on affordable housing 
and work spaces, and said 
it would do some self-exam-
ination about the kind of 

events it rents space to in 
the future.

“The Brooklyn Museum 
cares deeply about issues 
that affect our communi-
ties,” museum director 
Anne Pasternak  wrote in 
a letter , which the museum 
offered to this paper in lieu 
of comment. “We will take a 

close look at our policies for 
hosting third-party events 
for the future.”
But after discussing the 
speaking gig with her fellow 
protestors, Quinter decided 
it wasn’t worth taking the 
podium for a 15-minute slot 
at an event she fundamen-
tally opposed. 

She said she would in-
stead use her disappoint-
ment with the museum’s de-
cision as fuel to fi ght even 
harder against similar 
events in the future.

“We’ll have to double 
down our efforts to separate 
real estate from our cultural 
institutions,” she said. 

Artists protest real-estate forum at museum

Donning war paint

RALLYING AGAINST GENTRIFICATION: A group of artists protest the Brooklyn Real Estate Summit at 
the Brooklyn Museum on Nov. 18. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
President Obama will posthumously award 
late, great Brooklyn Congresswoman Shir-
ley Chisholm the highest civilian honor in 
the land at a White House ceremony on Nov. 
24.

Chisholm was both the fi rst black 
woman elected to Congress and the fi rst 
black candidate to run for president for 
a major-party, and is among 17 notables 
Obama will pin with the coveted Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom this year. 

A Bedford–Stuyvesant native who got 
her start in politics as an assemblywoman, 
Chisholm was a feminist force of nature 
who fought for women’s rights and for 
equal education and employment opportu-
nities for minorities during her tenure rep-
resenting New York’s 12th Congressional 
District between 1969 and 1983. 

In 1972, she made an unsuccessful but 
ground-breaking bid for the Democratic 
Party’s presidential nomination, announc-
ing her candidacy at the Concord Baptist 
Church of Christ on Marcy Avenue.  

Chisholm’s biggest fans reside at her 
alma mater Brooklyn College, where ar-
chive  the Shirley Chisholm Project  keeps 
the legendary lady’s legacy alive by docu-
menting the history of women’s activism in 
the borough. 

Obama will also award the top honor to 

former Brooklynite Barbra Streisand. Babs 
was born in Williamsburg and attended Er-
asmus Hall High School in Flatbush along-
side Neil Diamond, but ditched the borough 
of Kings for Manhattan at 16 and now lives 
in California. 

Previous Brooklyn-born recipients in-
clude top immunologist Dr. Anthony Fauci 
and former Marine Corps general General 
Peter Pace.

President awarding Medal of Freedom 
to late Brooklyn congresswoman 

UNBOUGHT AND UNBOSSED: President Obama 
will award late Brooklyn Congresswoman Shirley 
Chisholm the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
 Associated Press / James Palmer

A Shirley thing!

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Two thieves pilfered a 
bunch of packages from 
the lobbies of several Wil-
liamsburg apartment build-
ings last month — and they 
walked away with some bi-
zarre loot, police say.

The male and female 
duo began their spree on 
Oct. 19, when they walked 
into a Woodpoint Road 
apartment building and 
walked out with a queen-
sized bed frame sometime 
between noon and 3 pm, 
authorities said. 

The crooks then pried 
open the door to a Maspeth 
Avenue building on Oct. 22 
at 2:07 pm and ran off with 
a package of green tea and 
two “magic props,” accord-
ing to a police report. A po-

lice spokeswoman could 
not elaborate on what spe-
cifi c magic props the pair 
looted.

The bandits then en-
tered a Kingsland Avenue 
lobby after a tenant buzzed 
them in between 8:30 am 
and 11:45 pm and ran off 
with a package of clothing 
and home goods.

Authorities are now 
on the lookout for the 
duo, and have released 
surveillance footage of 
one of the suspects. 

Police ask anyone with 
information to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577–8477, 
submit their tips at www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com, 
or text tips to 274637 then 
enter TIP577. All calls are 
strictly confidential.

Lose your illusion: Thieves 
swiped some ‘magic props’

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS GUY?: 
Cops say this guy, shown haul-
ing a package out of a Williams-
burg lobby, is part of a schem-
ing duo that has robbed three 
apartment buildings in the last 
few weeks. NYPD
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world. 
Rudolph picked 10 

guitarists and their 
raucous instruments — 
nine of them electric, 
and one acoustic accom-
panied by a foot pedal 
for looping the tunes 
— to comprise a futur-
istic orchestra with a 
psychedelic edge. The 
group recorded an al-
bum of their electric en-
terprise called “Turn-
ing Towards the Light,” 
but that material will 
not be replicated at 
their Roulette perfor-
mance, said Rudolph — 
every concert is a spon-
taneous re-imagining 
of the material, led by 
the instincts of the mu-
sicians and Rudolph’s 
improvised conducting 
style.

“It can be very ex-
citing for the audience 
because you’re seeing 
something actually 
being created for the 
first time before your 
very own eyes,” he 
said.

Rudolph assembled 
the improvisational 
strum orchestra af-
ter a series of guitar-
ist friends approached 

him about getting in-
volved in his Organic 
Orchestra. His proj-
ects at the time already 
had plenty of guitar-
ists, so he created a 
brand new orchestra 
so all the string-sling-
ers could collaborate. 
Taking an unorthodox 
approach is not some-
thing he frets about, 
he said.

“I’ve always been look-
ing for new combinations 
of sounds and new kinds 
of orchestras,” said Ru-
dolph.

Rudolph said the spon-
taneous nature of the 
performances allows 
for greater audience in-
volvement — rather than 
simply listening to a re-
hearsed arrangement, 
they get to witness the 
birth of an entirely fresh 
sound.

“They’re traveling 
in this unraveling story 
in the concert with us,” 
he said. “Nobody knows 
what’s going to happen 
next, which is like life. 
It makes it very excit-
ing.”

“Go: Organic Gui-
tar Orchestra” at Rou-
lette [509 Atlantic Ave. at 
Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267-0363, www.
roulette.org]. Nov. 23 at 8 
pm. $20.

Positioned near the wa-
ter in Main Street Park near 
the Manhattan Bridge, the 
fl uorescent yellow sculp-
ture reads a disappointed 
“Oy” to drivers leaving 
Kings County for the isle 
across the water, and it 
shouts a saucy “Yo” to those 
returning to the borough.

It stands eight feet tall 
and 17 feet wide, and took 
nearly six weeks to create. 

The two-letter sculpture 
is a jumbo, three-dimen-
sional re-imagining of Kass’s 

2011 painting “OY,” of those 
two letters, which in turn 
was inspired by Edward Rus-
cha’s 1962 painting “OOF.” 
After a friend pointed out it 
was a semordnilap — a word 

that spells a different word 
when read in reverse — she 
added as series of paintings 
and prints that read “YO.”

The word is a common 
way to get someone’s at-

tention, the title of popu-
lar 1990s hip-hop show “Yo! 
MTV Raps,”  as well as the 
Spanish term for “I am.” The 
sculpture also embodies the 
Yiddish cry for annoyance 
or dismay, as in “oy, vey.”

Kass says that the duo-
facted artwork speaks to 
the diversity of languages 
heard around the city.  

“I’m sure it addresses a 
lot of communities that live 
in New York,” she said. 

“OY/YO” in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Main Street 
Park (enter at Main Street 
and Plymouth Street in 
Dumbo). Until August 2016. 
Free.   

Continued from page 1 

SCULPTURE

Continued from page 1 

STRINGS

BY ARMAND DIPHTHONG
BROOKLYN WEEKLY FINE ARTS CRITIC
It is disconcerting to see armed 
guards march a line of prisoners 
through the elegant lobby of St. 
Ann’s Warehouse’s glorious new 
space. It is even more so to enter the 
playing space and realize that you 
are stepping into a wire-mesh cage. 
Set in a women’s prison, this all-fe-
male production of “Henry IV,” di-
rected by Phyllida Lloyd, combines 
Shakespeare’s “Henry IV, Part I” 
and “Part 2” into a taut story about 
masculine power. 

The prison setting, with the ac-
tors playing prisoners who are 
themselves enacting a play, is re-
flected in the stripped-down de-
sign; all the locations are uncom-
fortable spaces like the gym or 
children’s playroom. The minimal 
staging focuses attention on the 
performances, all fierce and hun-
gry for redemption, for vengeance, 
and for control. An aura of barely 
suppressed violence seeps out of the 
actors and raises the tension: most 
of Shakespeare’s characters here, 
like the prisoners, are warriors or 
con artists. The relations of domi-
nance and deference among the 
prisoners parallel the noble (and 

ignoble) characters in a double vi-
sion that echoes the play’s themes 
of power, loyalty, and honor.

The piece crosses the fall of 
one king with the rise of another: 
Henry IV, rallying his newly united 
nation, faces a rebellion among 
his former allies. His forces defeat 
them on the battlefield, yet his de-
mise is inevitable. His son, Hal 
(Henry V), begins as a wastrel, ca-
rousing with criminals in taverns, 
yet will cast off his bad reputation 
to become king. 

All the performances are striking 
and intricate, but a few particularly 
stand out. Harriet Walter’s Henry IV 
oozes steel — a warrior king scarred 
by the path to the crown but never al-
lowing a moment’s uncertainty. Wal-
ter — older than the rest of the cast 
— holds palpable authority over her 
fellow inmates; even the bathrobe 
and gilt-paper crown she wears shine 
with power. Clare Dunne’s Prince 
Hal is a born schemer, constantly 
spinning strategies to win people 
over, and even in combat, she shows 
calculation as well as violent pur-
pose. And Jade Anouka’s Hotspur is 
all temper: a war hero who is briefl y 
heir to the throne, but with the fl aw 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2015 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

A MODERN VISION: Kass’s sculpture was inspired by Ed Ruscha’s 
1962 painting “OOF.” Photo by Paul Martinka

STRING THEORY: Composer Adam Rudolph, in yellow shirt, as-
sembled an orchestra made up entirely of guitars for a far-out 
experimental musical experience. Scott Friedlander

Dame of thrones

NO CROWN JEWELS: Prince Hal, played 
by Clare Dunne, dons the gilt-paper crown 
in the Donmar Warehouse production of 
“Henry IV,” which is set in a women’s pris-
on. The show is now running at St. Ann’s 
Warehouse in Dumbo. Helen Maybanks

All-female ‘Henry IV’ is a tense, gripping performance

Continued on page 8
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 
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warehouse outlet
BIGGEST SELECTION OF

CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES 

60%-85% OFF 
BEST BRANDS   ENDLESS STYLES   ALL SEASONS

Contemporary • Juniors • Men’s • Kids • Baby

Open Seven Days A Week

1106 AVE U, BROOKLYN  7 18 .375.7337 x16

BY LAUREN GILL
A slice of suburbia is com-
ing to Boerum Hill. 

Craft giant Michaels 
will open a two-story 
store in a new mini-mall 
at Atlantic Avenue and 
Boerum Place next year, 
and locals say they’re 
baffled — if not bothered 
— the strip-mall staple is 
seeking a foothold in their 
little neighborhood.

“I wonder if they did 
some focus group testing 
in the area to find out if 
there’s a market,” said 
Vicky Vossen, who has 
lived in Boerum Hill for 
30 years and doesn’t think 
of the area as particularly 
crafty. “I’m frankly sur-
prised that there’s a mar-
ket if they did. Still, I’ll go 
in and see what goes on.”

Michaels will open 
alongside an outlet of gym 
chain Blink Fitness in 
the still-under-construc-
tion Atlantic Galleria 
— which was originally 

slated to house  an outlet 
of Pier 1 Imports  — which 
will open around March 
next year, according to a 
spokesperson for devel-
oper Renaissance Realty 
Group.

It will be an odd juxta-
position on a street better 
known for Middle East-

ern grocery stores, an-
tique shops, and — more 
recently — small fashion 
boutiques, residents say.

“It seems pretty ran-
dom to me,” said Hannah 
Hens-Piazza, adding that 
she prefers to shop at lo-
cal stores.

Big chains are still few 
and far between in the 
small Brownstone nabe 
— though there is a Pa-
per Source around the 
corner and a PetSmart a 
block away — but are pro-
liferating in neighboring 
Downtown and Brooklyn 
Heights, so some denizens 
say the arrival of busi-
nesses like Michaels is 
not a shock.

“I’m not surprised,” 
said Carly Wertheim, who 
has lived in Boerum Hill 
for one year. “There have 
been so many large chain 
stores opening up in the 
neighborhood recently.”

Michaels did not return 
requests for comment.

Boerum Hill residents are mystifi ed by 
upcoming Michaels and mini-mall

YARN SALE: The mini-mall opening on Atlantic Avenue at Boerum Place. 

Out of frame

of impulsiveness. Anouka 
pairs this mercurial na-
ture with a dark thread 
of violence. Each strives 

for the ultimate prize — 
the throne — by different 
methods that underscore 
the complex dynamics of 
power.

“Henry IV” at St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [45 Wa-
ter St. between New Dock 

and Old Dock streets in 
Dumbo, (718) 834–8794, 
www.stannswarehouse.
org]. Playing through 
Dec. 6, Tue–Fri at 7:30 
pm; Sat at 2 pm and 7:30 
pm; Sun at 2 pm and 7 pm. 
$46–$81. 

HENRY
Continued from page 6

COMING SOON: The under-
construction Atlantic Galleria, 
where Michaels open an outlet. 
 Photo by Louise Wateridge
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com

MON. DEC. 7th

BROOKLYN –
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM
Il Fornetto

2902 Emmons Avenue

TUES. DEC. 8th

BROOKLYN –
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Café

7717 Third Avenue

THUR. DEC. 10th

QUEENS –
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

FRI. DEC. 11th

QUEENS –
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd.
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poison and crushed glass 
into wet cat food and bread 
and leaving a sugar-and-in-
secticide mix on sidewalks, 
according to photos and lo-
cals’ accounts.

The noxious Nine Lives 
has claimed three stray 
cats and dozens of birds 
over the last four months 
in an area bounded by 90th 
and 92nd streets, Ridge 
Boulevard, and Fourth Av-
enue, Scollazino said.

She found 31 apparently 
infected, dead fowl near 
Visitation Monastery on 
Ridge Boulevard that she 
suspects succumbed to the 
sugary insecticide. The 
woman also discovered a 
slurry of bleach and cat 
food outside a dog-owning 
friend’s house, and now the 
man says the pungent poi-
son has him spooked.

“You didn’t have to put 
your nose to it  — you could 
smell it from the ground,” 
said Brian Baglioni. “Peo-

ple are nervous about tak-
ing their dogs out, because 
whatever is being left out is 
killing birds and cats and 
could be a threat to dogs 
too.”

Baglioni and Scol-
lazino have a suspect — 
a neighbor they often see 
skulking around who 
seems to be leaving a trail 
of toxic Tender Vittles 
and dead animals.

The pair called the police 

four times, and this week-
end, offi cers fi nally con-
fronted the man after they 
found poisoned food on his 
property, Scollazino said.

Cops warned the man 
and confi scated the per-
verted Purina, but Scol-
lazino said she found more 
tainted treats left out on 
Monday.

A longtime homeowner 
said she saw the man in 
front her house one night 

and found poisoned food 
beside a tree in her yard 
the next morning, but she 
doesn’t want anything to 
do with his acrimonious 
anti-animal agenda.

“There is no reason to 
put poison in out in my 
yard,” said Diana Mike-
lis. 

by the Motor City-style 
— which feature a deep-
dish crust and rectangu-
lar shape reminiscent of 
a Sicilian pizzas, but 
with a unique airy dough 
and a crispy, caramel-
ized-cheese-encrusted 
edge — albeit with a few 
modifi cations. The pair 
say they will tweak the 
traditional dough recipe 
and lather on the sauce 
before baking — rather 
than after, as many De-

troiters mysteriously 
do.

The result is com-
fort food that even slice-
folding purists will love, 
claimed the eatery’s 
head chef.

“What’s not to like 
about pan pizza?” said 
Lou Tomczak, who left 
Greenpoint pizza hot-spot 
Paulie Gee’s to join the 
team. “There’s just some-
thing very homey about 
it.”

The Hylands are aim-
ing to open the doors of 
the new spot later this 
year or in early spring. 

E A T  U P  B R O O K L Y N

Continued from page 1 

PIZZA
Continued from page 1 

CATS

A DANGEROUS GAME: (Above) Anna Scollazina and Brian Baglioni 
of Bay Ridge have been in a battle with unknown animal haters 
who leave out poisoned cat food, which killed (right) this adorable 
tabby. Community News Group / Dennis Lynch
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MOTOR CITY STYLE: Chef Lou Tomczak and co-founders Matt 
and Emily Hyland show off the Detroit-style pan pizzas they will 
sell at their new Fulton Street eatery. Photo by Louise Wateridge

Please visit the restaruant within 10 days of your birthday. 
To redeem this offer for a FREE BIRTHDAY DINNER, 
Your party of 2 or more must purchase atleast one 

entree of $15 or more, and you will recieve up to $15 OFF.
 You may also order a higher priced entree and pay the difference.

Friday & Saturday 4 or more  needed.

On Friday and Saturday nights 
valid only for parties of 4 or more.

You must be at least 21 years old. A valid ID will be needed to show proof of birthday. 
One certificate per table- No exceptions. Not Valid on Holidays. Reservations recomended but not 
required. Certain restrictions apply for weekends. A 18% gratuity may be added prior to discount. 

Call restaruant for details. Not to be combined with any other offer or special. Expires 12/15/15.

DINNER

FREE
BIRTHDAY

PARTY PACKAGE
PLAN B

Unlimited Wine & Soda
Three Tier Cheese,

Fruit & Crudites Display

-Host Choice of Appetizer-
Fresh Melon & Fruit, 

Penne Marinara or Penne Ala Vodka
House Salad

 -Guest Choice of Entree-
Chicken Parmigiana      
Roast Loin of Pork 
Eggplant Rollatine
Chicken Francaise
Talipia Oreganata
Shrimp Scampi

(Served with Baked Potato & Fresh Vegetables)

Occasion Cake, Coffee & Tea

         $39.00 

Unlimited Wine, Soda & Our 
Selection of Draft Beers 

Three Tier Cheese,
Fruit & Vegetable Crudites Display

-Family Style Hot Appertizers-
Fried Calamari, Mozzarella En 

Carrozza, Chicken Satays, Stuffed 
Mushrooms & Zucchini Chips
-Host Choice of Pasta-

Penne Marinara, Penne Ala Vodka or 
Penne Bolognese

-Host Choice of Salad- 
House Salad or Caesar Salad
- Guest Choice of Entree-

Chicken Francaise, Broiled Filet of 
Sole, Broiled Salmon, Shrimp Scampi 

Boneless Shell Steak 12 oz. Cut
Roast Loin of Pork

(Entrees Served with Potato Croquettes & Fresh Vegetables)
Occasion Cake, Coffee & Tea

       $49.00

PLAN D

Valet Parking, Umbrella Chair & Wishing Well Included. Valet Parking, Umbrella Chair & Wishing Well Included.

PARTY PACKAGE

Per Person
Plus Tax & 19%Gratuity

Per Person
Plus Tax & 19%Gratuity

Book Our Restaurant For Special Occasion And Banquet Affair

Please Mention Valpak 1215 & Receive a FREE Complimentary Champagne Toast with Any Party Booking

New Years Day
January 1st

Now Accepting Reservations 
Noon - 7pm

Early And Later Seatings Call For 
Reservations 

John or Bobby

Brunch and Dinner
Call For Reservations 

11 - 3pm & 3pm - 8pm
NNNN AAAAAAAA ttttii RRRRRRR ti

Thanksgiving Day
November 26th

Christmas Eve
December 24th

New Years Eve
December 31stNoNoN vemb

nd Later Seatings Call ForSpecial Menu
Now Accepting Reservations

4pm - 8pm

Monday
Karaoke with Little Neil

Wednesday
Karaoke with DJ Dave

Thursday
Orginals with Max & Harry
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

Live Music
Call or Visit Website For 

Schedule

www.GreenHouseCafe.com
Contact us:

 GreenHouseCafe1@Verizon.net
Join Us On facebook

En t e r t a i nmen t

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

DOUBLE 

$39 +TAX

3  $33F
O
R

LOBSTERS 

EXP. 12/3/15

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE
1¼ LBS EACH

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL MARKET
ONLY

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIALS 

INCLUDES:
1/  lb Lobsters

THRIPLE 

$49 +TAX

INCLUDES:
1/  lb Lobsters

SINGLE 

$24 +TAX

INCLUDES:
1/  lb Lobster
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CATERERS

Weddings
Engagements

Showers 
Holiday Parties

Corporate Events
Sweet 16s

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, Cocktail, 

and Buffet options. 
We can create any theme  

for your occasion 
with unique 

LED lighting options 
& special decor packages.

8015/23 13th Avenue
Dyker Heights

Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

BOOK YOUR  
HOLIDAY PARTIES  

NOW



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

NO
V. 

22
, 2

01
5

12

E A T  U P  B R O O K L Y N

Thanksgiving Day Dinner Menu  

$52* per person

The Most Award Winning  
Restaurant in the Borough

*Beverages, tax & gratuity are not included

8201 3rd Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209 
718-833-6666

Dessert

Pumpkin Strudel

Tiramisu

Crème Brûlée 

Chocolate Truffles

Vanilla or Chocolate 

Ice Cream

 Banana Strudel

Appetizers

Classic Caesar Salad

Macadamia and  
Coconut Fried Shrimp

Maryland Style Crab Cake

Crispy Vegetable Spring Rolls

Fresh Mozzarella

Butternut Squash Soup

Pomegranate Mesclun Salad

Entrees
Turkey Breast and Leg

Stuffed Pork Tenderloin

Apple Smoked Bacon Wrapped 
Chicken

Pan Seared Tilapia

Hummus Crusted Salmon

Lamb Osso-Bucco

Homemade Gnocchi Pasta

Penne alla Vodka

Call for more information & to book your Holiday Party!

We are now accepting reservations...

Now Booking Holiday Parties

Since 1906

By far the  best Pizza in the Borough!

 Restaurant  Pizza  Bar
The Oldest Italian Restaurant in Brooklyn

451 Carroll Street, Brooklyn  718-852-7800

On premise parking         Open Tues.– Sun. 5pm–11pm
www.montesnyc.com

Thanksgiving 
Dinner

Now Accepting Reservations
Dinner from 12-6pm

Serving Traditional Turkey Dinner
with All The Trimmings. 

Featuring House-made Pastas, 
Seafood, Steaks, Chops & More

BY LAUREN GILL
They want to take Flatbush 
to new heights.

Developers are moving 
forward with a glitzy, stair-
case-shaped 23-story tower 
at the corner of Nostrand Av-
enue and Albermarle Road. 
The developer admits the 
building will stick out among 
the area’s predominantly 
one- to six-story structures, 
but said it is going to be a 
boon to the neighborhood.

“It’s not going to fi t in,” 
said developer Eli Karp, 
who heads luxury condo de-
veloper Hello Living. “No 
matter what I build, it would 
never fi t in. I’m just going to 
make sure it helps with the 
neighborhood.”

The project will contain 
153 apartments divided be-

tween condos and market-
rate rentals, he said. There 
will also be a two-story “com-
munity facility” at the build-
ing’s base, but Karp said he 
hasn’t inked any leases. He 
would like to see an urgent 
care center but has also been 
talking with a nearby college 
about leasing the space for 
dormitories, he said.

Karp is fi nancing the 
project through a “buy-
ers’ club.” He has been sell-
ing individual units in the 
Big Ben-sized project to in-
vestors ahead of breaking 
ground — which he expects 
to do in two to three weeks, 
he said. Once the building 
is up, Karp plans to buy the 
units back from investors at 
market rate, which should 
exceed investors’ initial 

outlay and give them a tidy 
return, he said.

Karp wants investors to 
pony up between $460,000 
and $700,000 for two-bedroom 
units — which comprise a 
majority of the building’s 
apartments — and between 
$330,000 and $403,000 for one-
bedroom digs,  according to 
real estate blog Yimby .

So far, 16 investors have 
approached Karp, he said.

The developer bought the 
lot for a little more than $13 
million last year and tried 
to sell it months later before 
eventually opting to fi nance 
through the buyers’ club.

Karp has previously 
had trouble with investors. 
In 2008, backers from Bor-
ough Park and Austria sued 
him over a multi-building 

condo development in Pros-
pect Heights,  claiming Karp 
did not accurately project 
building costs, exceeded his 
budget, and stole at least 
$170,000 , but Karp claimed 
investors were trying to 
force the project into foreclo-
sure so they could buy it on 
the cheap. Investors claimed 
Karp sold units in the Pros-

pect Heights developments 
without backers’ consent 
and named several tenants 
as defendants in an attempt 
to claw back the apartments, 
creating major headaches 
for condo-owners, the New 
York Times reported. A 
settlement included Karp’s 
 ouster from the project , the 
Daily News reported.

Using the buyer’s club 
model spreads out the in-
vestment among more back-
ers, lowering the chances 
a litigious fi nancier could 
bring the project to a halt, 
Karp said.

“This is exactly the rea-
son I went the other direc-
tion with smaller investors,” 
he said.

Stairway-like tower to climb 23 stories

STAIRWAY TO THE HEAVENS: Construction of the new tower at 1580 Nostrand Ave. is set to begin in 
the next few weeks.  Loadingdock5

It’s stepping up!
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We accommodate up to 100 guests  Buffet or sit down Off-premise catering available 

Open 7 days for lunch & dinner

Free delivery 5–10:30 p.m.

Late Night Menu til 1 a.m.

Private Party Room

For party info call: 718-238-9260

SUNDAY & MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

SATURDAYFRIDAYTHURSDAY

DRINK & APPETIZER 
SPECIALS ALL DAY

PRE FIXE MENU $2995

SOUP OR SALAD
18 OZ. N.Y. STRIP STEAK

DESSERT, COFFEE

HAPPY HOUR 5–8PM

DJ 10PM

PRIME RIB NIGHT

DJ 10PM

TACO TUESDAYS
PITCHER’S OF SANGRIA OR 

MARGARITAS $15

½ PRICE BURGERS

KARAOKE 7–10PM

WATCH ALL FOOTBALL HERE

NOW TAKING 
RESERVATIONS 

FOR 
HOLIDAY PARTIES

www.hunterssteakhouse.net
RESERVE EARLY FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT ON THE WEEKENDS

 .............................. ...$9.95
 ................. ...$8.95

.................................................... ....$7.95
 .....................................................$9.95

 ....................................... ....$7.95
 

 
.................................................................................. .$29.95

  .................................. .
  ..................................... .$28.95

  ............................
  .......................................$25.95

 

*All Guest Checks Subject to Sales Tax of 8.875% & Gratuity of 18%

BY LAUREN GILL
Call them nursery schools. 

A dozen schools around 
the borough will soon 
transform their class-
rooms into greenhouses 
with new hydroponic gar-
dens, which educators say 
will help their charges 
learn futuristic farming 
techniques that will ap-
peal to the employers of to-
morrow.

“This will definitely 
help students compete in 
the 21st century,” said 
Carolyn James, the prin-
cipal of IS 211 John Wil-
son, a Canarsie school 
that will start flowering 
next year.

Borough President Ad-
ams announced last Mon-
day that he is assigning 
$167,000 in taxpayer funds 
to grow the indoor veggie 

Schools will build indoor gardens

FULLY GROWN: PS 84 in Williamsburg already has plants growing in its classrooms. Ari Burling

ROOM TO GROW: Academy of 
Urban Planning principal Kyl-
eema Norman holds a photo 
of a classroom fi tted out with 
a hydroponic garden.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Can you dig it?

patches at IS 211 and 11 other 
institutions of learning, in-
cluding PS 21 in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, and Bushwick’s 
Academy for Environmen-
tal Leadership, Academy of 
Urban Planning, IS 383, and 
PS 377. 

The program is targeted 
at neighborhoods where 

kids don’t usually get ac-
cess to the latest whiz-bang 
technology, said the Beep, 
and will help the budding 
scholars learn to love eat-
ing their veggies while 
honing science skills.

“Brooklyn is getting 
back to its roots as we 
move into a greener fu-

ture, growing healthy 
food and talented stu-
dents in the same class-
room,” said Adams.

The living classrooms 
look more like labora-
tories than farms — 
the schools will install 
rows of soil-free planters 
where individual plants 

can grow in test-tube-like 
conditions under special 
lights.

But before the schools 
can turn the spigot, they’ll 
have to refi t the class-
rooms with new sinks and 
cabinets, so the farms are 
expected to get underway 
next year.
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BY RUTH BROWN
It is a bould move.

Brooklyn Bridge Park 
has tapped a rock-climb-
ing gym operator who was 
once arrested for paying 
off a Department of Build-
ings offi cial, before open-
ing a business without fi l-
ing the proper paperwork, 
to run its new climbing facil-
ity beneath the Manhattan 
Bridge.

The privately-run park 
announced last Friday that 
the Cliffs Climbing and Fit-
ness — whose owner pleaded 
guilty last year to greas-
ing the palms of a building 
inspector while trying to 
open his facility in Queens 
— will oversee operations at 
its new climbing wall open-
ing in spring next year. 

Park operators say they 
are aware of the charges, 
but their faith is rock solid 
that the outfi t is on the up 
and up.

“Based on the operator’s 

evident expertise in run-
ning its existing facilities 
and providing high-quality 
programming, we are com-
pletely confi dent that the 
Cliffs will do a fantastic job 
in providing our commu-
nity with a great climbing 
facility,” said park spokes-
woman Belinda Cape.

Authorities arrested the 
Cliffs owner Mike Wolfert 
in May 2013 for bribing an 
undercover Department 
of Investigations offi cer 
posing as a building in-
spector in order to speed 
up the opening of his gym 
just across the creek from 
Greenpoint. He faced jail 
time for the rap, but pleaded 
to the lesser crime of “giv-
ing unlawful gratuities,” 
and a judge sentenced him 
to a conditional discharge, 
according to a Queens Dis-
trict Attorney spokesman 
Kevin Ryan.

Wolfert opened his 
Queens gym in November 

2013, but the city closed it a 
few weeks later after discov-
ering he  didn’t have a valid 
certifi cate of occupancy . He 
fi nally reopened it in March 
last year after the Depart-
ment of Buildings con-
fi rmed the massive complex 
was structurally sound, ac-
cording to a  Queens Times 
Ledger report  at the time.

The Ciff hanger says he 
runs a safe and successful 
operation, and doesn’t think 
his history will be a prob-
lem for the park’s image.

“I think the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park believes in 
us and knows what kind 
of top-rate facility we’ve 
run,” said Wolfert, who also 
runs a climbing gym in 
Westchester. “Our gym in 
Queens has been open for 
two years now and anyone 
who goes can see how well 
it’s run.”

The Cliffs was not in 
charge of constructing or 
designing the climbing 

walls in Brooklyn’s Front 
Yard — the park built them 
then put out a call for gyms 
to run the operation, and 
Wolfert was one of several 
scarp-scaling pros who put 
their well-callused hands 
up.

Climbers will pay $9 for 
a full-day pass — including 
shoe hire — and the out-
fi t will also offer some free 
access to after-school pro-
grams and school fi eld trips, 
Wolfert said. 

The price is a steep dis-
count on standard gyms — 
the Cliffs charges $28 a day 
for its center in Queens and 
$18 for its upstate operation. 
The $9 fee will just cover the 
operating costs, but Wolfert 
said he views the venture as 
a promotional opportunity 
rather than a money-mak-
ing venture.

“Brooklyn Bridge Park 
is such a word-class facil-
ity,” he said. “Having this 
wall as an amenity for the 

Cliffs really improve the 
brand.”

The park is home to sev-
eral revenue-raising private 
businesses, which park hon-
chos say are necessary to 
fund the operation and main-
tenance of the green space, 
but doesn’t expect to earn 
anything from the climbing 
operation, Cape said.

Bouldering is similar 
to rock-climbing, but is 
done on shorter, more chal-

lenging walls with no har-
nesses. Where rock-climb-
ing is about ascending great 
heights quickly, boulder-
ing is a slow and methodi-
cal puzzle, Wolfert said — 
climbers sometimes spend 
weeks fi guring out a route 
to the top and may only end 
up making eight movements 
to get there.

“It’s shorter bursts of 
power combined with a 
math problem,” he said.

Brooklyn Bridge Park’s pick for boulder operator has a rocky past

READY TO ROCK: The new bouldering walls at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. Julienne Schaer

Climb and punishment

Years ago, David Biro 
used to go to work with his 
dad, hanging around the of-
fice in Bay Ridge as the elder 
Biro, a dermatologist, diag-
nosed and treated skin ail-
ments. 

Today, David Biro, now 
a doctor, continues the prac-
tice that his dad Dr. Laszlo 
Biro started 50 years ago. 

“I always thought it would 
be great if I could do what he 
did,” David Biro said in the 
Fourth Avenue office that 
he’s occupied for the past 21 
years. “I always had that as 
a goal. I would never want to 
leave Bay Ridge.”

During its half-century 
in existence, Bay Ridge Skin 
and Cancer Dermatology 
has built a dedicated patient 
base from the neighborhood 
and beyond by offering com-
prehensive skincare ser-
vices for a whole spectrum 
of patients, from infants to 
seniors. 

“We treat all age groups, 

and we treat all kinds of der-
matologic conditions. We 
have a real melting pot of pa-
tients,” Dr. Biro said. 

The practice has evolved 
over the years, now offering 
a wide range of cosmetic ser-
vices, along with sophisti-
cated treatment for the most 
serious of skin ailments. 

Patients come in for help 
with psoriasis, acne, eczema, 
hair loss, red spots and birth 
marks, and diagnosis and 
treatment of skin cancer. 
Unsightly leg veins are no 
problem. He also specializes 
in tattoo removal.

The office uses lasers, X-
ray therapy, and specialized 
equipment like a narrow 
band UVB box to provide re-
lief and removal of a long list 
of skin health and appear-
ance issues. 

The past decade has 
seen a spike in demand for 
cosmetic procedures, and 
as more and more people 
are undergoing injections 
to hide crow’s feet, treat-

ment options have evolved. 
Dr. Biro is quick to pass the 
improvements on to his pa-
tients. 

“Now we have all these 
fillers that last much longer 
and have almost no risk of 
allergic reactions,” he said. 
“These are relatively easy 
procedures now.”

Traditionally, it’s been 

women from about 30 to 70 
years old who come to the of-
fice seeking a more youthful 
appearance, but men have 
started to undergo proce-
dures like Botox injections 
as well, the doctor says. 

New technology has also 
allowed for dramatic im-
provements in the quality 
of care that the office can 

provide in the diagnosis and 
treatment of skin cancer. 

“There’s been a huge 
change in the last 15 years 
in the field of dermatology,” 
Dr. Biro said, adding that he 
regularly performs special-
ized skin cancer removal, 
known as Mohs surgery. 

All procedures are done 
in the office. 

Bay Ridge Skin & Cancer 
Dermatology [9921 Fourth 
Ave. between 99th and 100th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–7616, www.bayridged-
erm.com] Open Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
from 9 am to 8 pm, Tuesday 
and Friday from 9 am to 5 
pm, and Saturday from 9 am 
to 1 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Bay Ridge dermatologist treats variety of skin care issues
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