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BY DENNIS LYNCH
It’s heading for the station!

A weekly comedy show 
in Gowanus is about to get 
the small screen treatment, 
so now is the time to get a 
ticket! Six installments of 
“Night Train With Wyatt 
Cenac” will be recorded 
for a new National Broad-

casting Company digital 
series on Dec. 7–9, and fans 
of the showcase can expect 
a spiffed-up version of the 
usual great comedy, says 
the host.

“The goal is to capture 
the spirit of the show as 
if there weren’t cameras 
there,” said Wyatt Cenac. 

“It’s basically what we 
could do with the weekly 
show if we had a constant 
stream of money coming 
in.”

The Fort Greene come-
dian, best known for his 
stint as a correspondent on 
“The Daily Show with Jon 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Sunset Park is about to get a big 
delivery.

Amazon will open a distribu-
tion center at Liberty View In-
dustrial Plaza. The online sales 
giant inked a seven-year lease for 
an undisclosed chunk of the mas-
sive industrial building, accord-
ing to real estate watchers  the 
Real Deal . The center could bring 
a ton of new jobs to the area, but 
some Sunset Parkers question 
the potential quality, given Ama-
zon’s less-than-stellar labor rep-
utation, one workforce advocate 
said.

“We’d like to know what the 
local employment impact would 
be, especially owing to a number 

BY COLIN MIXSON
They asked for it.

Marine Parkers who 
pined for a renovated park 
are miffed the gussying up 
is going to take so long. Lo-
cals have been clamoring 
for years that the neighbor-
hood green space needed 
sprucing up, but now that 
the $6.15 million project is 

underway, tennis and bas-
ketball courts will be off 
limits for 17 months, and 
park-goers are crying foul, 
according to the area coun-
cilman.

“Some people said ‘Why 
are they doing this?’ — 
and we said ‘You asked for 
this,’ ” said Councilman 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 5Continued on page 8

Ten years of 
tunes for show

BY LAUREN GILL
This show has deep roots!

A Red Hook music show will 
celebrate ten years of twangs with 
a four-day musical extravaganza 
starting next week. More than 40 
veterans of the weekly roots music 
night will converge on the Jalopy 
Theatre for the Roots ’n’ Ruckus 
Fest, starting on Dec. 2. The show’s 
founder says that over the last de-
cade, the show has become a hub of 
the city’s music community.

“It’s a scene — people new 
to town, music geeks, late night 
howlers, and the spiritually un-
fulfi lled have all found a home 

Continued on page 6
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THE RIGHT LOOK: Wyatt 
Cenac’s show “Night Train” 
will tape six shows on Dec. 
6–9.

TUNING UP: Roots and Ruckus organizer Feral Foster will celebrate 10 years of his weekly show with a four-day festival 
at the Jalopy Theater and Jalopy Tavern, starting Dec. 2. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Ball’s in their court Get on board this ‘Train!’

Amazon 
coming to 
S’set Park

RUCKUS RAISED!
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(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING BROOKLYN AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7
New Car Look””

Let us Give your Car that

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

Limited Time offer

Official Insurance Inspection Station
Mon.–Fri., 7:30am-6pm
Saturday, 9am-3pm

OPEN  
6 DAYS

Auto Dent

718–854–7900

FALL SPECIAL EVENT

25% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

299 ATLANTIC AVE. BKLYN, NY 11201

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com

MON. DEC. 7th

BROOKLYN –
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM
Il Fornetto

2902 Emmons Avenue

TUES. DEC. 8th

BROOKLYN –
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Café

7717 Third Avenue

THUR. DEC. 10th

QUEENS –
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

FRI. DEC. 11th

QUEENS –
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd.
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
They say they have the mayor dead 
to rights.

Mayor DeBlasio and city offi cials 
would rather see Southern Brook-
lynites keel over than take seriously 
a Nov. 12 video depicting a contrac-
tor dredging Gravesend Bay violat-
ing a state-issued permit by dump-
ing potentially toxic materials into 
the water, a local pol said.

“Because the mayor and commis-
sioner of the sanitation department 
refuse to look and acknowledge that 
evidence, they are basically saying 
‘Drop dead’ to the people of South-
ern Brooklyn,” said Assemblyman 
Bill Colton (D–Bensonhurst).

Instead extended the contrac-
tor’s permit, which expired on Nov. 
15, but Colton and other activists 
say the city must hold public hear-

ings and take locals’ concerns seri-
ously before moving forward.

Contractors are dredging the 
area around the future Southwest 
Brooklyn Waste Transfer Station so 
barges can get into the site to pick up 
garbage from city trucks and haul 
it across the harbor for processing. 
But Colton and district leader Nancy 
Tong  fi lmed potentially toxic sedi-
ment falling out of a giant dredging 
bucket earlier this month  because 
a piece of metal lodged in the clam-
shell-shaped bottom-scraper pre-
vented it from closing — a violation 
of the contractor’s permit, which re-
quires no dredged gunk fall back to 
the sea.

A 2013 study found lead, mercury 
and two cancer-causing insecticides 
banned by the federal Environmen-
tal Protection Agency in the soil un-

derneath the bay. The site was the 
former home of a city garbage incin-
erator that operated without a per-
mit for 40 years.

The dredging permit only al-
lowed contractors JT Cleary to 
work up to Nov. 15, but the state De-
partment of Environmental Con-
servation extended it through Dec. 
4. Contractors will use the same 
dredging method moving forward, 
a Department of Sanitation spokes-
woman said.

Sanitation commissioner Kath-
ryn Garcia appointed a special en-
vironmental monitor to ensure con-
tractors were abiding by permits 
at the site, but the monitor is “clue-
less” and should be replaced, the 
area councilman said.

“If they’re blind that’s not our 
fault,” said Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island). “We need 
someone who is competent, who 
knows what they’re doing, and 
knows what they are watching for.”

There could be  unexploded 
World War II-era munitions on the 
seabed  as well, and the city is trad-
ing safety for expediency, another 
environmental advocate said.

“There are ways to deal with 
what’s going on down there but its 
very complicated, very time con-
suming, and very, very expensive,” 
said Natural Resources Protec-
tive Association executive director 
Ida Sanoff. “There are specialized 
companies that can remove under-
water unexploded munitions, but 
the whole thing here from the get-
go is ‘Let’s just do it fast, nobody is 
watching, nobody cares, and let’s 
get out.’ ”

BY COLIN MIXSON
All it took was a shot in the 
arm.

Sanitation workers col-
lected more than 300 hypoder-
mic needles from the sands on 
Plumb Beach on Nov. 16 after a 
local told this paper he was on 
pins and needles that someone 
was going to get hurt but that 
the city’s 311 operators were too 
dull-witted to route his call. Lo-
cals dodged a bullet now that the 
city cleaned up the used shots, 
which can be fatal to anyone hap-
less enough to prick themselves 
on one, an expert said.

“It’s lethal,” according to 
Doctor John Berall of Brooklyn 
Heights. “It could give you any-
thing that can be transmitted by 
a needle. So, yeah, this is despi-
cable.”

All in all, sanitation col-
lected roughly 300 hypodermic 
needles, 50 “butterfl y needles” 
with tubing, and a blood vial re-
maining on the shore of Plumb 
Beach  after the local whistle-
blower collected another 100 
more than two weeks ago , ac-
cording sanitation department 
spokeswoman Belinda Mager. 
The waste must have come 
from a medical center rather 
than a personal user, but that 
there was no evidence linking 

the pointy refuse to any area 
hospitals, she said.

“Sometimes something may 
be labeled with the hospital, but 
there was no paper documenta-
tion to show where they came 
from,” Mager said.

Gerritsen Beach man Ray 
Schaffer made the grimy dis-
covery during one of the many 
sojourns he takes to the sandy 
outcropping of Sheepshead 
Bay. Schaffer tried calling 311 
twice, but said the hotline’s op-
erators bounced him around to 
different city agencies without 
a resolution. The city contends 
the man didn’t provide enough 
information and that it handled 
Schaffer’s calls appropriately.

Councilman Alan Maisel 
(D–Gerritsen Beach) alerted 
the sanitation department af-
ter hearing from constituents, 
the pol said.

A SPILL THAT COULD KILL: Assemblyman William Colton said this makeshift contain-
ment tarp isn’t doing its job of keeping potentially toxic materials from spilling out 
into the street. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT: The city 
recovered 50 butterfl y needles on 
Plumb Beach on Nov. 16.

FIRED UP: Councilman Mark Treyger rails against the city’s plans to continue dredging at the Southwest Brooklyn Marine Waste 
Transfer Station through early December at a press conference on Nov. 22. He was joined by Assemblyman William Colton, Bor-
ough President Adams, and a handful of other elected offi cials. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

WATER YA WAITING FOR?

The prick of 
the litter

City cleans ‘Needle Beach’

STICKING POINT: Ray Schaffer found piles of used needles on Plumb 
Beach earlier this month.  Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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Pols to mayor: Halt dredging of Gravesend Bay
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY COLIN MIXSON
You can now die safe in the 
knowledge that the most 
adorable thing of all time 
has occurred and been docu-
mented!

Two classes of Park Slope 
fi rst graders took a fi eld trip 
to the Powerhouse on 8th 
bookstore last Friday, where 
the youngsters read books 
to dogs — diligently mak-
ing sure the pups saw all 
the illustrations — result-
ing in what organizers agree 
was the cutest thing in exis-
tence.

“Honestly, I felt like cry-
ing it was so beautiful,” said 
Katherine Eban, founder of 
PS 107 Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation’s Beast Relief, which 
organizes activities to raise 
money for animal conser-
vation. “A number of them 
wanted to make sure the dogs 
could see the pictures in the 

books. It is the 
most adorable 
thing ever. It’s 
almost unbeat-
able.”

The par-
ents arranged 
the activity in 
p a r t ner sh ip 
with the Good 
Dog Founda-
tion, which 
trains dogs to 
serve as ther-
apy pets.

The exer-
cise was more 
for the kids 
than the ani-
mals, and was 
designed to let the tykes de-
velop their reading skills in 
front of a judgement-free au-
dience, she said — though 
the kids did tailor their ma-
terial to the crowd, only 
reading books about dogs.

And the highly skilled 
pooches made great listen-
ers, according to Eban, who 
said they really paid atten-
tion, and only got bored after 
being read to for an hour in 
a language they hardly com-
prehend.

Cute kids read 
to cute pupsPublic Notice

Fact Sheet

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) has received a Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) 
application and a Draft Remedial Investigation Work Plan from 
Ever-Nu Metal Products Co., Inc. for a site known as the Ever 
Nu Metal, site ID #C224187. This site is located in Brooklyn, 
within the County of Kings, and is located a 471-483 20th 
Street. Comments regarding this application must be submitted 
no later than January 4, 2016, A copy of the application, 
Draft Remedial Investigation Work Plan and other relevant 
documents are available at the document repository located at 
Brooklyn Public Library, Park Slope Library, 431 6th Avenue, 
Brooklyn, NY 11215. Information regarding the site and how 
to submit comments can be found at http://www.dec.ny.gov/
chemical/60058.html or send comments to Sadique Ahmed, 
Project Manager, NYSDEC, DER-Remedial Bureau B, 625 
Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-7016; Sadique.Ahmed@dec.
ny.gov; or call 518-402-9656.

To have information such as this notice sent right to your email, 
sign up with county email listservs available at ww.dec.ny.gov/
chemical/61092.html.

JUDGEMENT FREE: Mia and other pint-sized 
scholars from Park Slope’s PS 107 headed over 
to Powerhouse on 8th bookstore to read books 
— to dogs!  Photo by Louise Wateridge

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM
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FALL SPECIAL EVENT

25% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

PURCHASE

BROOKLYN’S LARGEST SELECTION 
OF DESIGNER PRODUCTS FOR 

EVERY STYLE AND BUDGET

FREE DELIVERY ($150 VALUE)

CALL OR CLICK FOR YOUR FREE
PERSONALIZED APPOINTMENT

BY COLIN MIXSON
The disabled need the police 
to get moving.

Cops must step up patrols 
and catch the fl eet-footed 
fi ends breaking into cars 
in Gravesend and stealing 
handicap parking passes, 
locals say. The pilfering 
pranksters took seven of the 
state-issued placards from 
the Contello Towers co-
op’s parking lot and nearby 
Shore Parkway since Hal-
loween, residents said. Now 
the co-op’s security honcho 
says cops have to mobilize to 
fend off punks preying on the 
disabled.

“The main thing is there’s 
no police presence,” said Con-
tello Towers’ head of secu-
rity Wayne Parker. “That’s 
the bottom line. If there was, 
we wouldn’t be having this 
problem.”

The crime spree began 
when the thieves busted into 
four vehicles in the Cropsey 
Avenue co-op’s parking lot 
at 4:30 am on Oct. 31. Later 
that night, they moved on to 
Shore Parkway — where co-
op residents opting for free 
street parking leave their 
cars — and took another 
three passes after breaking 
into nine cars, according to 
co-op president Peter Gold-
fi nger. The break-ins have 
continued since, residents 
report.

But strangely, the thieves 
are disregarding pricey elec-
tronics on their quest for 
easy parking — something 

that caught residents off 
guard.

“I was surprised when 
someone told me they had the 
portable GPS and it wasn’t 
taken,” said Gary Melamed.

Drivers can use the plac-
ards in any car, because the 
state issues them to people 
rather than vehicles, accord-
ing to information from the 
Department of Motor Vehi-
cles.

One resident, however, 
reported a pair of $600 sun-
glasses missing from a car, 
Parker said.

Thieves targeted Acu-
ras and Hondas during the 
spree, bizarrely writing the 
apparently sarcastic hash 
tag “#sosorry” on the front 
windshields of at least two 

vehicles they hit, Melamed 
said.

The bratty burglars 
busted door handles to gain 
entry, and most vehicle own-
ers had to cough up $400–
$500 for repairs, he said.

Since Halloween, the area 
around Contello Towers has 
suffered numerous car break-
ins during the weekend’s 
early-morning hours, when 
the co-op’s eagle-eyed secu-
rity supervisor Richard Al-
fonso is off duty, Parker said.

“When he’s here, on the 
premises, nothing happens,” 
the security head explained. 
“He’s always watching. 
Even when he’s on lunch, he 
watches.”

To combat the late-night 
thefts, the co-op has con-
tracted extra rent-a-cops 
to patrol the grounds dur-
ing early-morning hours on 
weekends, but they’re not 
as professional as police — 
or as effective, according to 
Parker.

“The security guy we 
have right now is not the 
best in the world,” he said. “A 
lot of these guys, they make 
$9 an hour, and they don’t 
care.”

The 60 Precinct has plans 
to increase their presence in 
the vicinity of Shore Park-
way and Contello Towers by 
deploying several specialized 
undercover units patrolling 
in unmarked cars, in an ef-
fort to combat the “chronic” 
break-ins, a source in the 
precinct said.

Handicap placards swiped in Gravesend

SOME LOCK: Gary Melamed 
points to the handle that was 
damaged when thieves broke 
into cars parked in and around 
Gravesend’s Contello Towers 
and stole handicap passes ear-
ly Halloween morning. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Parking problem

Stewart,” started “Night 
Train” with producer Mari-
anne Ways in 2012, and the 
weekly show has featured a 
steady stream of local and 
national comedians. The 
six performances will put 
showcase regulars like Jane 
James and Matteo Lane in 
front of the cameras, along-
side nationally-known fi g-
ures like Eugene Mirman 
and Hari Kondabolu.

“What’s always been 
fun about the show for me 
is that its a showcase for 

New York comedians, but 
also a place that more es-
tablished comedians want 
to come do, so having some 
people from out of town is 
maybe a testament to what 
we’ve been able to do with 
the show,” Cenac said.

He would not reveal the 
exact lineup of each show, 
calling it “a grab bag of 
jokes,” but Cenac said that 
each night would feature se-
cret special guests not yet 
listed on  the show’s web site . 
The show’s producer said au-
dience members should come 
ready for a loose night.

“We’re looking for peo-
ple to bring high energy, 

be supportive and laugh,” 
Ways said. “A lot of people 
are used to watching stand-
up online and not laughing 
out loud, but we want people 
to just have fun with it.”

Those who attend will 
have to chance hear them-
selves laughing when the 
show appears on NBC’s 
new comedy streaming ser-
vice SeeSo in early 2016, 
said Ways. 

“Night Train with Wy-
att Cenac” tapes at Little-
fi eld (622 Degraw St. be-
tween Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, www.
littlefi eldnyc.com). Dec. 7–9 
at 7 pm and 10 pm. $5.

TRAIN
Continued from page 1
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here on Wednesdays in one 
way or another,” said mu-
sician Feral Foster, who 
founded the Roots ’n’ Ruckus 
night in 2005. The weekly 
show, which features roots 
music and a ruckus of other 
genres, started in Manhat-
tan, but made the leap across 
the river to Red Hook’s Ja-
lopy Theatre in 2008.

Foster has booked the 
event’s last 520 weeks by 
keeping an ear out for 
new talent, he said, in-
viting any musician that 

grabbed his attention — 
whether they were play-
ing on the street or on a 
stage — to be a part of the 
Roots ’n’ Ruckus musical 
variety act. The four-day 
festival, which will spill 
from the Jalopy Theatre 
stage into the Jalopy Tav-
ern next door, will show-
case acts from the entire 
run of the show. 

“It’s just bringing in some 
of the best this show has been 
able to host over the last ten 
years,” said Foster. “A lot of 
performers who are playing 
this festival are good at what 
they do and bring their own 
unique energy.”

The festival lineup in-
cludes a wide variety of mu-
sical fares, including Brook-
lyn Americana fi xture Jan 
Bell, the folk band Spirit 
Family Reunion, and eclec-
tic performers offering surf, 
indie rock, jazz, and Greek 
music. 

And the festival is stay-
ing true to the spirit of the 
variety night — instead of 
buying a ticket, attendees 
will be asked to throw a 
few dollars into a hat at the 
conclusion of each perfor-
mance, just as they have for 
the last ten years. The mu-
sicians will split the tips at 
the end of the festival, as per 

the Roots ’n’ Ruckus tradi-
tion.  

Foster laughs at the 
thought of heading Roots 
’n’ Ruckus for another ten 
years, saying that he is not 
looking that far ahead. In-
stead, he is just looking for-
ward to showcasing a di-
verse lineup of musicians, 
and to packing the Jalopy 
for the festival.

Roots ’n’ Ruckus Fest at 
the Jalopy Theater and Ja-
lopy Tavern [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Av-
enue and Woodhull Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 395–3214, 
www.jalopy.biz]. Dec. 2–5, 
at various times. Free.

Continued from page 1 

RUCKUS

BY COLIN MIXSON
Have a merry XXX-mas!

The striptease super-
stars of the Wassabasco 
burlesque crew will stage 
a one-time-only perfor-
mance of “A ’70s Christmas 
Carol” at the Bell House in 
Gowanus on Dec. 4. The 
show will feature all the 
familiar characters from 
the classic Charles Dickens 
novella, but doing a bump 
and grind, says the show’s 
director.

“I like to think of our 
scripted shows as musicals, 
but instead of a song and 
dance there’s a strip num-
ber,” said Nasty Canasta, 
who will also take the lead 
as a sexy Ebenezer Scrooge.

The characters will be 
portrayed by the compa-
ny’s burlesque girls — and 
one boylesque performer — 
including a notably adult 
Tiny Tim, played by Sydni 
Deveraux.

The casting is not the 
only difference separat-
ing Wassabasco’s adapta-

tion from the not-nearly-
as-steamy original. The 

cabaret conversion ditches 
the original’s 19th Century 

setting for the 1970s, and 
the offi ce of Scrooge’s un-
scrupulous money-lending 
enterprise has been tossed 
in favor of an equally unsa-
vory nightclub.

The story kicks off with 
bevy of beauts looking to 
call it a night and head 
home for the holidays, but 
miserly nightclub owner 
Scrooge won’t let her girls 
take off before they take it 
off, said Canasta.

“Scrooge doesn’t care if 
it’s Christmas tomorrow, 
they still have to dance,” said 
the Park Slop performer.

But over the course of 
one eventful Christmas Eve, 
Scrooge is visited by three 
sexy specters representing 
past, present, and future, 
all costumed appropriately 
— with the Ghost of Christ-
mas Future is dressed in an 
early ’90s outfi t.

“They’re past, present, 
and future appropriate for 
the 1970s,” said Canasta.

The polyester-era set-

BY CARLO BOSTICCO
They’re going for the 
gold!

The men of the Brook-
lyn Rugby Club are rais-
ing cash by stripping down 
for a sexy pin-up calendar, 
which they will uncover at 
a Gowanus party on Dec. 
4. One of the hunky team 
members expects that the 
dozen saucy pictures in 
the third annual calendar 
will attract donors and 
make the team’s coffers 
big and strong. 

“Well, it is our sexi-
est calendar to date,” said 
Ben Martin, a spokesman 
for the team. “You’ll defi -
nitely see cheeks. And I 
am not talking face.”

The beefcake calendar 
will only be available at 
the release party, which 
will also feature drink 
specials and raffl es of 
sports equipment, fancy 
meals, a fi tness boot-
camp deal, and more, 
along with a chance to bid 
on a date with one of the 
calendar’s poster boys. 

During the date auc-
tion, a delicious scrum 

of fi ve single players will 
compete for fans’ atten-
tion, with methods rang-
ing from outrageous cos-
tumes to saucy dances for 
which very little costum-
ing is needed. The high-
est bidders will score a 
date with the fl anker, 
loosehead, or hooker of 
their choice. The ruggers 
will not red card any bid-
der, male or female, but 
winners had better be 
prepared to keep up.

“I think I would take 
my date out for more than 
just a meal — an activity, 
something out of their 
comfort zone, to really 
have a chance to know 
them and assess the chem-
istry. I don’t know — rock 
climbing?” said Martin. 

The funds will go to-
wards expanding the 
club, including develop-
ing a second women’s 
team and launching a ju-
nior team for kids — all 
with the goal of spreading 
the love of the game.

“Our mission is popu-
larizing this marginal-

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2015 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

HOLIDAY DANCERS: (Back row, from left) Evelyn Vinyl, BooBess, 
Doc Wasabassco, Sapphire Jones, Sydni Deveraux, Nasty Canasta, 
and Mr. Gorgeous (front) of the Wassabasco burlesque crew will 
unveil their sexy version of “A Christmas Carol” on Dec. 4 . 
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

THEY GOT BIG BALLS: The men of the Brooklyn Rugby Club will 
release a sexy calendar on Dec. 4 that will help them spread the 
love of the game. Photo by Louise Wateridge

‘BRA’ HUMBUG!

SAVE THE DATE!
Brooklyn Rugby team’s sexy 
calendar, auction on the way

Burlesque ‘Christmas Carol’ features stripping Scrooge

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 
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Alan Maisel (D–Marine 
Park). “You can’t do it any 
other way.”

The project, scheduled 
to be completed in March 
2017,  will address much-
needed repairs  to the bocce, 
basketball, handball, and 
tennis courts in the park, 
 which have had local 
sports fans grumbling for 
years . Cracks in the tennis 
courts have evolved into 
safety hazards in the years 
since the city last paved it, 
creating a hazard for play-
ers that’s led to a few bad 
spills, according to Marine 
Parker Sandra Auliera, 62.

“It was cracked, and it was 
dangerous,” said Auliera, 
who admitted to tripping over 
the cracks on one occasion.

Auriela was naturally 
happy to hear that the 
courts are under repair, but 
she’s not thrilled they’ll be 
off limits so long and she’d 
liked to have gotten a little 
notice about the temporary 

closure, she said.
“The thing that pissed 

me off is that I had no noti-
fi cations,” said Auliera. “I 
went to the Hamptons, came 
back, and there were bull-
dozers. I showed up with the 
racket and everything.”

The renovations have 
been a long time coming 
— attempts to gussy up the 
park go back eight years, 
but funding was scarce and 
the city’s aesthetic gate-
keepers stalled improve-
ments to bocce courts for 

years. Former Council-
man Lew Fidler appropri-
ated more than $5 million 
for the project since 2012, 
but the city Public Design 
Commission’s  aesthetic 
nit-pickery stalled renova-
tion projects .

Bocce players griped 
last year that  they’d rather 
play on rotten courts than 
risk a drawn-out recon-
struction process , but the 
Parks Department gave 
bowlers a temporary court 
to hurl bocce.

of different reports about 
unfair labor practices at 
Amazon facilities,” said 
Ryan Chavez of local en-
vironmental justice group 
Uprose.

Reports of  inadequate 
ventilation, overworked 
employees, and unfair fi r-
ings at distribution centers  

have dogged the company 
since 2010.

Four former delivery 
drivers with Amazon’s 
“Prime Now” service in 
southern California sued 
the retailer in October,  al-
leging Amazon illegally 
classifi ed them indepen-
dent contractors to deny 
them pay and benefi ts. 

Chavez also worries 
about the impact Amazon 
delivery trucks will make 

motoring through residen-
tial areas every day.

“Sunset Park is already 
home to a number of differ-
ent industrial facilities that 
depend on trucks,” said 
Chavez. “Amazon will have 
to address the environmen-
tal and public health im-
pacts their trucks could 
have on the community.”

Real estate magazine 
The Real Deal  fi rst re-
ported the lease. 

Continued from page 1 

AMAZON

Continued from page 1 

PARK

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

*Rates are based on 8.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments for a term of 60 months. Rates are based on 
credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

WHAT A RACKET: Sandra Auliera is glad that the parks depart-
ment fi nally got around to fi xing up the tennis courts, she just 
wishes somebody have given her some heads up. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

ting lends itself to some out-
rageous outfi ts, and helps 
the show stand out from 
other holiday burlesque 
shows, which tend to lean 
heavily on “Nutcracker” 
and Santa themes.

“It’s such a wonderful, 

horrible visual time period 
that everything goes,” said 
Canasta. “I think a lot of 
Christmas shows are all red 
and green, and everyone is 
dressed as Santa and elves, 
and we’re going to offer some-
thing that’s a bit different.”

Also a bit different is 
Scrooge’s revelation at the 
climax of Wassabasco’s 
Christmas classic, after the 

spirits have restored her 
faith in simple pleasures.

“She learns to let her 
hair down and take her bra 
off,” Canasta explained.

“A ’70s Christmas 
Carol” at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510, 
www.thebellhouseny.com]. 
Dec. 4 at 9 pm. $20.

SCROOGE
Continued from page 6

ized sport we love, and pro-
mote what it stands for,” 
said Martin. “Rugby is a 
sport about community 
and it has great potential 

— it teaches important val-
ues such as team play, col-
laboration and respect for 
the rules. It is all-inclusive, 
it is for all colors, orien-
tations and body shapes, 
which very much refl ects 
our Brooklyn community. 
Our calendar is a great ex-

ample of that.”
“Brooklyn Rugby’s Cal-

endar Release Party” at 
Littlefi eld (622 Degraw St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, www.
brooklynrugby.com). Dec. 
4 at 9 pm. $20 ($15 in ad-
vance).

RUGBY
Continued from page 6
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

BOOK YOUR 
HOLIDAY PARTIES 

NOW

Open Bar, Cocktail Hour with Passed 
Hors D’oeuvres & Pasta Station, Surf & Turf Dinner

Champagne Toast at Midnight, 
Dessert & Coffee, DJ, Hats, Noisemakers...

CALL FOR INFO

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 
CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

DATES AVAILABLE IN OUR BANQUET ROOMS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES
30–200 PEOPLE

INQUIRE ABOUT BUCKEY’S 3 HOUR COCKTAIL PARTY 
$40 PER PERSON

For information and reservations 718-998-4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

Please visit the restaruant within 10 days of your birthday. 
To redeem this offer for a FREE BIRTHDAY DINNER, 
Your party of 2 or more must purchase atleast one 

entree of $15 or more, and you will recieve up to $15 OFF.
 You may also order a higher priced entree and pay the difference.

Friday & Saturday 4 or more  needed.

On Friday and Saturday nights 
valid only for parties of 4 or more.

You must be at least 21 years old. A valid ID will be needed to show proof of birthday. 
One certificate per table- No exceptions. Not Valid on Holidays. Reservations recomended but not 
required. Certain restrictions apply for weekends. A 18% gratuity may be added prior to discount. 

Call restaruant for details. Not to be combined with any other offer or special. Expires 12/15/15.

DINNER

FREE
BIRTHDAY

PARTY PACKAGE
PLAN B

Unlimited Wine & Soda
Three Tier Cheese,

Fruit & Crudites Display

-Host Choice of Appetizer-
Fresh Melon & Fruit, 

Penne Marinara or Penne Ala Vodka
House Salad

 -Guest Choice of Entree-
Chicken Parmigiana      
Roast Loin of Pork 
Eggplant Rollatine
Chicken Francaise
Talipia Oreganata
Shrimp Scampi

(Served with Baked Potato & Fresh Vegetables)

Occasion Cake, Coffee & Tea

         $39.00 

Unlimited Wine, Soda & Our 
Selection of Draft Beers 

Three Tier Cheese,
Fruit & Vegetable Crudites Display

-Family Style Hot Appertizers-
Fried Calamari, Mozzarella En 

Carrozza, Chicken Satays, Stuffed 
Mushrooms & Zucchini Chips
-Host Choice of Pasta-

Penne Marinara, Penne Ala Vodka or 
Penne Bolognese

-Host Choice of Salad- 
House Salad or Caesar Salad
- Guest Choice of Entree-

Chicken Francaise, Broiled Filet of 
Sole, Broiled Salmon, Shrimp Scampi 

Boneless Shell Steak 12 oz. Cut
Roast Loin of Pork

(Entrees Served with Potato Croquettes & Fresh Vegetables)
Occasion Cake, Coffee & Tea

       $49.00

PLAN D

Valet Parking, Umbrella Chair & Wishing Well Included. Valet Parking, Umbrella Chair & Wishing Well Included.

PARTY PACKAGE

Per Person
Plus Tax & 19%Gratuity

Per Person
Plus Tax & 19%Gratuity

Book Our Restaurant For Special Occasion And Banquet Affair

Please Mention Valpak 1215 & Receive a FREE Complimentary Champagne Toast with Any Party Booking

New Years Day
January 1st

Now Accepting Reservations 
Noon - 7pm

Early And Later Seatings Call For 
Reservations 

John or Bobby

Brunch and Dinner
Call For Reservations 

11 - 3pm & 3pm - 8pm
NNNN AAAAAAAA ttttii RRRRRRR ti

Thanksgiving Day
November 26th

Christmas Eve
December 24th

New Years Eve
December 31stNoNoN vemb

nd Later Seatings Call ForSpecial Menu
Now Accepting Reservations

4pm - 8pm

Monday
Karaoke with Little Neil

Wednesday
Karaoke with DJ Dave

Thursday
Orginals with Max & Harry
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

Live Music
Call or Visit Website For 

Schedule

www.GreenHouseCafe.com
Contact us:

 GreenHouseCafe1@Verizon.net
Join Us On facebook

En t e r t a i nmen t
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When you’ve got 90 years 
of experience, you know how 
to throw awesome parties.

Their grandparents may 
have started Sirico’s Catering, 
but two cousins, Hercules and 
Jim Sirico, are the ones that 
keep these parties going every 
night. 

A bit overwhelmed with 
all to be done? Your life just 
got easier because every-
thing you need is coordinated 
by Sirico’s in-house wedding 
planner who directs the pro-
cess.    

Ceremony: Want to get 
married here? Say the word, 
and the planner will say, “I 
do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got 
to be good. With customized 
menus for every taste and 
budget, it will be. Guests en-
joy drinks and food in a sep-

arate room for the cocktail 
hour, then make their way 
to another for dinner and 
dancing. Of course, there’s 
a lovely bridal suite for the 
bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is 
young, hip, gets the party 
started, and keeps it moving 
all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and vid-
eos will be treasured for a 
lifetime, so Sirico’s works 

with proven photographers 
and videographers who make 
sure special moments are 
captured. The beautiful gar-
dens and active fireplace in 
the lobby make perfect back-
drops.

Decorations: Lighting sets 
the mood and atmosphere, so 
color-coordinate your event 
with an LED lighting package. 
It can match your wedding 
colors. Or, reach for the stars 

with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright 
blue sky. Sirico’s has it all cov-
ered with chair draperies and 
sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax be-
cause Sirico’s party planner 
has your back. 

Your daughter’s party 
starts in the Entourage Room 
where the guest of honor can 
wait with friends before the in-
troductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha 
to the place where teens enjoy 
drinks that include virgin pina 
coladas, strawberry daiquiris, 
and frozen sensations.

Food: A buffet loaded with 
fun food, customize designed 
to taste. Among the offerings: 
taco stations, a mashed potato 
bar, and sliders. For dessert, 
there’s an ice cream sundae 
bar, candy tables, and Sirico’s 
famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from 

in-house designs and decora-
tions, tailored to teens. Balloon 
center pieces are always a hit.

Every special occasion 
calls for unique needs, and 
Sirico’s accommodates them 
all. Whether it’s an anniver-
sary, retirement, Commu-
nion, Confirmation, corpo-
rate event, or other special 
occasion, Sirico’s is the place 
to be. 

There are party rooms 
that can accommodate up to 
100, 200, and 300 people. Va-
let parking and a parking 
lot make it convenient for all 
guests. 

Let’s get this party 
started.

Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th 
Ave.between 80th and 81st 
streets in Dyker Heights, (718) 
331–2900, www.siricos.net]. 
Open Tuesdays through Sun-
days, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Ensure it’s a memorable party at Sirico’s Caterers

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Get your layabout dog pull-
ing its weight — and yours!

A dog-sledding expert is 
putting unemployed Brook-
lyn pooches to work by teach-
ing them how to “mush.” It 
isn’t just an economical way 
to get around in winter — 
miserable apartment-bound 
mutts love getting back to 
their working-class roots, 
he claims. 

“It gives the dogs a sense 
of purpose again,” said Ty-
ler Hooff, founder of mush-
ing company New York 
City Dog Mushers, who is 
inviting all job-seeking ca-
nines to his class in McCa-

rren Park on Dec. 6. “Some 
of them howl they get so 
happy.”

Hooff fi rst kicked-off 
his service almost a de-
cade ago as therapy for a 
friend’s husky — he noticed 
the working breed, which 
craves labor and teamwork, 
was down in the dumps be-
cause of the constraints 
of city living. He started 
“mushing” the pooch with 
his skateboard, and the 
alpine-inclined canine 
started to feel like himself 
again, Hooff said. 

“I train huskies how to 
be huskies again,” he said. 

Other owners of city-

dwelling huskies started 
to notice, and soon Hooff 
was running regular dog 
therapy sessions. Now he 
trains all kinds of large 
breeds with industrious 
instincts — like pit bulls, 
Dobermans, and Labra-
dors — using a wheeled 
sled in the warmer months 
and a snow sled during the 
winter. 

New Yorkers often coop 
up their big fur-balls with-
out room to move and dog-
walking services just don’t 
do the trick, said Hooff — 
they take the dogs out to re-
lieve themselves, but fail to 
give them an outlet for their 

pent-up energy and natural 
thirst for labor. Without ad-
equate exercise, said Hooff, 
the hounds face an identity 
crisis.

“If these owners don’t 
get these dogs a job, the dogs 
are going to get depressed,” 
he said.

The McCarren Park 
class will teach dog owners 
the ins and outs of mushing 
their own mutts — Hooff 
will brief attendees on how 
to use a proper harnessing 
and equipment, and run 
over the basics of rig-pull-
ing while giving each pooch 

a session with the sled. 
Dog mushing classes at 

McCarren Park [N. 12th 
Street at Driggs Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (360) 
319–9719, www.nycdog-
mushers.com]. Dec. 6, 11 
am until sundown. $35 per 
session.

Teach your dog how to pull a sled

DOGS WITH JOBS: A trio of huskies pull Tyler Hooff through the park — and they love it, he says. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

The chariot 
of the dogs!
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BROOKDALE
UNIVERSITY  HOSPITAL  MEDICAL   CENTER 

brookdalehospital.org  
718.240.5000

family care centers urgent care cancer treatment cardiology women’s health men’s health
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