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BY LAUREN GILL
It is the promised land!

The Jehovah’s Witnesses 
have put a long sought-after va-
cant Dumbo lot on the market, 
and its broker says this is one 
real-estate opportunity that 
won’t come knocking again.

“It’s probably the last op-
portunity like this in the 
Dumbo area in my lifetime,” 
said Richard Devine of Watch-
tower Real Estate.

The religious organization 
is selling off its block-sized 
parking lot at 85 Jay St. — a 
subway-adjacent blank can-
vas in the borough’s wealthi-
est nabe that real estate mo-
guls have coveted for years,  as 
fi rst reported by the Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle . 

Devine refused to say what 
the asking price is, but “a lot” 
is a safe guess — the land at 
Front Street is around the 
size of two-and-a half football 
fi elds, which a developer could 
fi ll with housing high-rises of 
up to 21 stories and as many as 
800 one-bedroom units. 

The Christmas-eschewing 
church  convinced the city to 
rezone the land for residential 
use in 2004  —  despite massive 
community opposition  — so it 
could build four large towers 
there, though it never went 

BY COLIN MIXSON
It is the human-refuse-related 
offer too good to refuse, say 
these Gowanus residents.

A developer is attempting 
to avoid a city plan that would 
force it to sell its Gowanus Ca-
nal-side land to make way for 
a giant sewage tank, by offer-
ing instead to donate half of 
the property to the people of 
New York for free.

And some locals say it is a 
great deal — the city can save 
money by building the tank 
in nearby parkland it already 
owns, and the cleanup of the 
canal won’t get bogged down 
by a lengthy and pricey emi-
nent domain process.

“It’s a game-changer,” said 
neighborhood resident Katia 
Kelly, a member of the Gow-
anus Superfund Community 
Advisory Group, a panel of lo-
cals that advises the federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency on the cleanup. “It’s a 

Developers 
offer free 

land for pool 
closure plan
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Amateur cooking contest impresario Matt Timms will host a cookie-baking competition at the Royal 
Palms Shuffl eboard Club in Gowanus on Dec. 13 and you can come sample all the entries! For more, 
see page 41 Photo by Jason Speakman

Good enough for me!
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BY MAX JAEGER 
AND RUTH BROWN

Coney Island and Red Hook 
public housing residents will 
have to wait longer than ex-
pected before the city replaces 
temporary boilers that have 
been heating their homes 
since Hurricane Sandy, the 
agency’s head told this paper.  

The New York City Hous-
ing Authority is still waiting 
on $3 billion the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
promised it more than a year 
ago, though Coney Island will 
be the fi rst to feel the heat, be-
cause the authority got the 
feds to pre-approve construc-
tion plans, she said.

“As soon as we receive 
the federal funding, we will 
begin construction for the 
permanent replacement of 
those boilers,” said housing 
authority chief executive of-
fi cer Shola Olatoye in a sit-
down with Community News 
Group’s editors. “There’s an 
agreed list of scope items that 
they have pre-approved, and 
therefore they will advance 
money to us faster. Coney Is-
land was the fi rst one that we 
had agreed on with them.”

The authority has shelled 
out $3 million a month for 
temporary boilers in 16 
Sandy-affected developments 
including the Carey Gardens 
and O’Dwyer Gardens devel-

opments in Coney Island and 
the borough’s largest, the Red 
Hook Houses, since late 2012, 
according authority heads’ 
testimony before Council last 
year. 

The agency initially used 
coal-fi red heaters rented from 
Southern states, but replaced 
them with gas-powered ones 
when the coke-burning boil-
ers lacked the muscle to power 
through New York winters.

Housing offi cials testifi ed 
the temporary boilers would 
be in place until the middle of 
2016, but construction takes 
between 12 and 18 months, 
and the authority doesn’t ex-
pect federal money until next 
year — meaning it likely 
won’t complete installing per-
manent heaters until Janu-
ary 2017 at the earliest.

“Because this is govern-
ment, it’s never quite easy,” 
Olatoye said.

When the reconstruction 
is done, developments will 
be more storm-resistant than 
before — with new security 
doors and cameras to boot, 
she said.

“We’re not just building 
them back where they were, 
all of the designs have raised 
boilers,” she said. “And it’s 
not just about the boilers. 
We’re putting in new security 
doors and wiring and CCTVs 
— really sealing the building 

from potential future weather 
events.”

Olatoye also spoke about 
a number of other issues fac-
ing Brookyln’s public housing 
residents, as well as what the 
underfunded authority is do-
ing to catch up on $17 billion 
in backlogged repairs.

Co-habitation
Olatoye offered new details 

on the authority’s  contro-
versial plan  to let developers 
build 500 market-rate and so-
called “affordable” units on 
land at Boerum Hill’s Wyck-
off Gardens houses — which 
she said are currently in need 
of $40 million in repairs.

The scheme  had many res-
idents fearful that they would 
eventually be pushed out  
when the authority notifi ed 
them of it via robocall in Sep-
tember — Olatoye described 
their response as “dynamic” 
— and as a result, she said 
the authority has extended its 
“engagement” process with 
residents into the fi rst quar-
ter of 2016, which will ulti-
mately determine where the 
new housing goes.

Olatoye said they are cur-
rently deciding between sites 
that currently house parking 
garages and a fenced-off va-
cant lot on the corners of the 
property.

The authority will start 

accepting proposals from de-
velopers around July of next 
year and will pick one by the 
end of next year. 

The building process, how-
ever, will take much longer, 
she said. The developer’s pro-
posal will have to go through 
a lengthy public review pro-
cess — which will go through 
the community board and 
Council — in addition to the 
authority’s own review. 

It will be at least two years 
“before there is a shovel in 
the ground” Olatoye said, and 
potentially even longer if the 
review drags on.

Expect to see more hous-
ing properties across the city 
get similar treatment over 
the next decade. Olatoye said 
she understands why people 
are worried about losing open 
space on the properties, but it 
is a luxury the near-bankrupt 
agency can no longer afford.

“It was a luxury we had to 
have that kind of space,” she 
said. “We’re looking at seas of 
red in terms of how this place 
is operating.”

Still offl ine
The city still hasn’t se-

lected a contractor to set up 
promised free wifi  at the Red 
Hook Houses, Olatoye said — 
even though the high-speed 
internet is supposed to start 
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and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary 
consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

THE COURIER LIFE INTERVIEW: SHOLA OLATOYE

The members of Community News Group’s editorial team sat down with New York City Housing 

Authority commissioner Shola Olatoye last Friday for a more than hour-long interview discuss-

ing the challenges facing the country’s largest landlord. The following is a breakdown of her take 

on the authority’s situation in Brooklyn, where boilers need to be replaced, and land on which 

some of the so-called “projects” sit is being primed for development. 

Continued on page 27
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By Dennis Lynch

This liturgy is not to be taken liter-
ally.

Medieval village idiots are forced 
to cobble together their own Christmas 
Mass following their beloved pastor’s death 
in Dzieci theatre group’s “Fool’s Mass” pro-
duction coming to three Brooklyn venues 
in December. The play is part comedy and 
part worship, but it is completely immersive 
— the village idiots are illiterate and need 
the audience’s help getting through the ser-
vice, the show’s director said.

“There is no fourth wall,” said Matthew 
Mitler. “We seat people, give them sheets 
of music, and ask them to pray with us. But 
we’re village idiots — we can’t read — so 
the audience helps us with readings, filling 
out the nativity scene, and in the end, its 
something we’ve all done together.”

The play starts as soon as audience 
members walk in the door, where they 

will find a cast of physically and mentally 
handicapped peasants patiently waiting for 
their priest, who took them in and trained 
them as a choir, to start Mass, Mitler said. 
The choir finds out the plague has claimed 
the priest, but they refuse to go home, and 
instead decide to put together their own 
Mass — except no one can agree how to 
do it, he said.

Hijinks abound as the group quarrels 
over how to break bread for commu-
nion and what rituals happen when. The 
actors improvise much of the dialogue and 
action, making use of the altar and fixtures 
available wherever they are performing, 
Mitler said.

Each fool has his or her moment in the 
spotlight, whether that is telling a hastily 
thrown-together story of Jesus’s birth or, 
in some cases, sabotaging the rest of the 
group over disagreements. But singing the 
hymns their late pastor taught them unifies 

the group, and with help from the audience, 
they eventually get through the Mass.

Mitler and his Dzieci colleagues wrote 
“Fool’s Mass” in 1998 to explore the mean-
ing behind the rituals of worship.

“We asked ‘What is a Catholic Mass? 
What is it on a deep level?’ ” he said. “We 
thought the best way to approach that was 
to do it from the perspective of complete 
innocence, without much of a goal in 
mind, sort of as a child.”

“Fool’s Mass” is fiction, but after writ-
ing the play, Mitler discovered that some 
European medieval villages held yearly 
festivals to mock the local bishop and the 
Catholic Church as a way of easing frustra-
tions with the powerful religious authorities 
that dominated Europe at the time. Mitler 
incorporated one of the songs people sang 
at those festivals into the play, but said 
“Fool’s Mass” is anything but a mockery.

“It’s not about making fun of anything,” 

he said. “It’s trying to explore and find the 
deepest levels of human nature.”

Dzieci has performed the play at church-
es, religious conferences, and homes for 
both mentally and physically handicapped 
people. The response has been overwhelm-
ingly positive, even if some folks were 
skeptical at the outset, Mitler said.

“People have all kinds of ideas,” he said. 
“We’ve had people angry at the beginning of 
the play, but by the end, they’re hugging us.”

“Fool’s Mass” at St. Johns-St. Mathew-
Emanuel Lutheran Church (283 Prospect 
Ave. between Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope) Dec. 13 at 7 pm; at Seeds 
Brooklyn (617 Vanderbilt Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and Bergen Street in 
Prospect Heights) Dec. 18 at 7 pm and 
9 pm; at Sure We Can (219 McKibbin St. 
between Bushwick Avenue and McKibbin 
Court in Bushwick) Dec. 19 at 7 pm. www.
dziecitheatre.org. $10.

‘Fool’s Mass’ a comedic take on Catholic liturgy

Judge not: The players in Dzieci’s “Fool’s 
Mass” have a hard time agreeing about 
anything, but the group coalesces beautifully 
when it comes time to sing the hymns the late 
pastor taught them. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Flip service
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BY YVONNE JURIS
Give them shelter! 

Dozens of Kensington resi-
dents are collecting supplies 
and gifts for a controversial 
new homeless shelter open-
ing across the road from an 
elementary school this week. 
Some locals are still fuming 
 after the city abruptly an-
nounced the new refuge late 
last month , but the do-gooding 
denizens say it is time to move 
on and welcome their new 
neighbors with open arms.

“It’s here, from what I un-
derstand. That’s not gonna 
change, so let’s try to make the 
best of it,” said local resident 
Dina Garfi nkel, who has been 
collecting diapers for the young 
children and parents that will 
soon move into the 64-unit shel-
ter on McDonald Avenue. 

In the weeks since the an-
nouncement, at least 125 kind-
hearted Kensingtonians have 
cobbled together $1,500 in gift 
cards for a local supermarket, 
created 75 “welcome packets” 
with information about the 
neighborhood, and are now or-
ganizing presents and cards 
to send to the new residents 
at Christmas — a testament to 
local generosity, said one orga-
nizer.

“I live in the community 
and I knew that there were 

plenty of people who would 
want to help,” said Catherine 
Barufaldi, who rallied locals 
to volunteer their time and do-
nations via a community Fa-
cebook page.

Some residents remain 
worried that the new shelter 
— which will be across the 
road from PS 230 between Al-
bemarle Road and Church Av-
enue — will attract unsavory 
characters to the area, putting 
kids at risk and lowering home 

values. But the volunteers say 
they think neighbors will be 
less afraid when the new fami-
lies actually arrive.

“Once you actually meet 
real people there, it’s really 
hard to be scared of that indi-
vidual that you get into conver-
sation with,” said Cara Kan-
trowitz, who has worked with 
homeless people in the past 
and has also been collecting di-
apers for the new shelter.

Besides, Kantrowitz said, 

the Park Slope Armory wom-
en’s shelter has been around 
for decades and doesn’t seem 
to have held back skyrocket-
ing house prices in that neigh-
borhood.

“It hasn’t seemed to hurt 
Park Slope any,” she said.

The operators of the new 
shelter say they’re touched by 
the outpouring of generosity 
— and they know the refuge’s 
residents will be as well.

“The response is heart-

warming, and families will 
be delighted with the knowl-
edge that people care about 
them,” said Joanne Oplustil, 
head honcho of social service 
agency Camba, which will run 
the refuge.

You can donate diapers for 
the shelter at the Flatbush and 
Shaare Torah Jewish Center 
[327 E. Fifth St. between Church 
Avenue and Beverly Road in 
Kensington, (718) 871–5200, fjc-
brooklyn.wordpress.com].

BY COLIN MIXSON
The city must find a new site for a 
homeless shelter it plans to open 
across the road from a Kensington 
elementary school, say locals who 
rallied in front of the McDonald Av-
enue building on Monday.

The rabble rousers claim they 
don’t object to the forthcoming ref-
uge — which the city says will house 
families with young kids — they just 
think it is too dangerous to place it 
in such close proximity to a public 
school.

“I’m not against homeless peo-
ple, I’m against the location where 
they’re putting it in,” said neighbor-
hood resident Eva Shakiri, one of a 
few dozen locals who showed up to 
protest.

 Some residents felt the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services blind-
sided them  when it announced in 
late November that the 65-unit shel-

ter was coming and just weeks away. 
But the protest’s organizer said he 
and some other locals didn’t find 
about out about it at all until this 
weekend, and the number of peo-
ple who nevertheless showed up to 
demonstrate a day later shows how 
strongly they object.

“We only had one day, and a lot of 
people came,” he said.

The protesters hefted signs be-
moaning the location of the shel-
ter, between Albemarle Road and 
Church Avenue, across from PS 230 
and the more than 1,300 students it 
serves.

“Out of your mind! Homeless shel-
ter stone throw distances from el-
ementary schools in a conservative 
neighborhood,” read one placard.

Fliers distributed to promote the 
rally suggested that the residents 
expected to move into the shelter 
would include drug-users, sexual 

predators, and other criminals.
“Needless to say a homeless cen-

ter carries the risk of drugs, sex-

ual predatory activities and other 
crimes that endanger the lives of in-
nocent people,” the notice read.

At a meeting announcing the 
shelter last month, homeless ser-
vices officials stressed that the facil-
ity will exclusively cater to families 
with young children, and claimed it 
will put plenty of security measures 
in place, including guards, cameras, 
metal detectors, and a curfew.

The shelter is supposed to open 
this week, but the protesters remain 
hopeful the city will rethink the lo-
cation and work with the commu-
nity to find a new, more amicable 
site.

“My main thing is they didn’t ask 
us before so we could help them find 
a better location,” Shakiri said. “I’m 
not against homeless people — I’m 
all for the needy, I’ll give them the 
shirt off my back. But the location is 
no good.”

Some residents welcome new homeless home…

…but others fear it will put school kids in danger

SHELTER SKELTER

DIAPER DRIVE: (Above) Leah Selt-
zer from the Flatbush and Shaare 
Torah Jewish Center on E. Fifth 
Street, where Dina Garfi nkel has 
placed a box for people to donate 
diapers to the controversial home-
less coming to the new shelter at 
385 McDonald Ave. in Kensington 
(right). 

NOT IN MY BACKYARD: Ellen Glickfi eld 
joined dozens of Kensington residents in 
protesting a new homeless shelter. 
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BY LAUREN GILL
These Parisians are heading to the Left 
Bank — of the Gowanus Canal!

A fancy French cookie company is 
moving its stateside corporate head-
quarters to the corner of Fourth and 
Bond streets next month, where locals 
will be able to drop by to help taste-test 
new products. 

Michel et Augustin has been leas-
ing space in Brooklyn Heights since 
expanding to the United States in Jan-
uary, but wanted some permanent 
digs where it can grow and host cookie 
chow-downs for all its new neighbors, 
a company honcho said.

“Now we know the city, we know 
the people, and we will fi nally be able 
to have them in our own space,” said 
Tony Chauvel, who is Michel et Au-

gustin’s vice president of sales and has 
also been in charge of moving the busi-
ness to Kings County.  

The company still bakes all of its 
wares in Europe for now, but the new 
offi ce will include a test kitchen where 
employees and visitors can road-test 
new additions to its lineup, which cur-
rently includes shortbread, chocolate 
mousse, and “super cookies” with a 
melted chocolate center. 

The company will open its doors to 
Brooklynites on the fi rst Thursday of 
every month for tastings and baking 
lessons, Chauvel said.

The small company has really blown 
up in America since moving here a year 
ago, he said — more than 100 Brooklyn 
cafes and grocery stores have started 
stocking its cookies sine June.

French cookie company relocating to Gowanus

DOUGH BOY: Michel et Augustin’s Antoine Chauvel shows off some baked goods. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Movers and bakers!
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Everyone is welcome at Open Run 

GET MOVING IN  
BROOKLYN BRIDGE PARK

Free runs and walks every Thursday at 7 p.m.
Meet us at the path south of Fornino on Pier 6.

nyrr.org/openrun

This program is in collaboration with  
NYC Parks’ Community Parks Initiative.
Copyright ©2015 by New York Road Runners. All rights reserved.

Questions, or looking for more information about volunteering?  
Contact openrun@nyrr.org or check out our website, nyrr.org/openrun.

Mystery man stabs 
Ft. Greene playwright

BY RUTH BROWN
A stealthy attacker stabbed a famous 
playwrite in the neck in Fort Greene 
on Sunday evening and then disap-
peared into the night, police said. 

The victim — Tony-award win-
ner David Henry Hwang,  accord-
ing to a Daily News report  — told 
authorities an unknown assailant 
snuck up from behind him as he was 
walking on S. Portland Avenue near 
Lafayette Avenue at 8:50 pm, slashed 
him, and then fl ed.

The attacker didn’t say anything 
or try to steal anything from Hwang, 
according to a report.

Fortunately, he was only silent, 

not deadly 
— the scribe 
walked to 
Brooklyn Hos-
pital after no-
ticing he was 
bleeding, where 
doctors patched 
him up and re-
leased him, po-
lice said.

Authorities 
have released 
a security cam-
era still showing a suspect, but the 
knife-man is only visible from be-
hind. 

VICTIM: Someone 
stabbed famed play-
wright David Henry 
Hwang near his Fort 
Greene home. 
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BY LAUREN GILL
Hundreds of Brooklyn kids 
donned antlers and galloped 
through Prospect Park on 
Saturday for the annual Rein-
deer Run. And the youngsters 
weren’t just horsing around, 
said an organizer — they also 
got a serious workout.

“It’s about getting the kids 
out running and being active,” 
said Michael Rodgers, vice 
president of development and 
philanthropy of community 
running group the New York 

Road Runners, which stages 
the event to raise money for its 
youth running programs.

This is the third year the 
group has staged the festive 
dash in which elementary and 
middle-school-aged squirts 
complete a three-quarter-mile 
course in Brooklyn’s Back-
yard.

Volunteers dressed as holi-
day icons like snowmen and 
Christmas trees helped nearly 
450 pint-sized striders along 
the way by encouraging them 

to keep on running. 
At the end of the run, the 

wiped-out kids were rewarded 
with hot cocoa, holiday-
themed bagels, and a sense of 
accomplishment — a win-win 
for both parents and their off-
spring, according to one mom.

“They like the challenge 
and I love when the kids get 
great exercise,” said Park 
Sloper Dana Blitstein, whose 
daughters Holly, 9, and Liora, 
6, also participated last year. 
“What could be better?” 

NO SLEIGH IN SIGHT: (Above) Nearly 450 kids turned out on Dec. 5, all 
donning reindeer antlers as they completed the three-quarter mile run. 
(Center) A Christmas tree high-fi ves a small runner as she crosses the 
fi nish line. (Left) Liora Blitstein, Jane Crawmer, Tali Blitstein, and Claire 
Crawmer show off their antlers. Photos by Louise Wateridge

Playing reindeer games

by Michael Mulgrew
President,  
United Federation of 
Teachers

Cities and school 
districts across the 
country have tried a 
range of strategies 
to deal with the 
problems of poor 
children and strug-

gling schools. Under former Mayor Bloomberg, 
New York City relied on a “shutdown” strategy, 
eventually closing 150 schools, including some 
that the Bloomberg administration itself had cre-
ated.

While Bloomberg’s cheerleaders lauded his 
approach, the fact is that many of our schools 
– both older ones and those started during 
Bloomberg’s tenure – continue to struggle.

In contrast, the de Blasio administration has 
listened to teachers and members of school com-
munities. We know that it is difficult, but strug-
gling schools can succeed – if provided the proper 
support and resources, and a team approach that 
brings all a school’s stakeholders together.

The city’s new Renewal program, created with 
input from stakeholders, is designed to focus on 
some of the neediest schools in the system. Early 
returns show that many of these schools have sta-
bilized and in some cases are started on the road 
to improvement.

Students in these schools start out with deficits. 
Nearly 20 percent are English Language Learners 
and almost a quarter are classified as special edu-
cation. Thousands live in shelters or are doubled 
up with relatives. Many are hungry, lack winter 
clothes, or have medical needs, including glasses 
and hearing aids. Many have parents who are 
unemployed or who work long hours at minimum-
wage jobs.

Teachers at these schools see these problems 
not as excuses, but as issues that need to be 
addressed to ensure that all kids have an equal 
opportunity to learn.

Renewal schools are being paired with non-profit 
agencies to deliver services like health care and 
counseling to students and their families. What’s 
more, the nearly $400 million the administration 
is investing in these schools over the next three 
years includes funds for hiring teachers, academic 

coaches, social workers and other professionals, 
along with professional development for the staff 
on the skills necessary to work with children fac-
ing these challenges.

While in 2013-14 nearly one-third failed to meet 
targets for student achievement, the 2014-2015 
School Quality Report shows that now 87 percent 
of the renewal schools are moving in the right 
direction, measured by better attendance, more 
family involvement and other criteria. As a group, 
they showed gains in both reading and math on 
state tests.

Many of these schools have a long way to go. 
Turning them around is difficult, particularly in 
the face of years of cutbacks and systemic indif-
ference. These schools will require a multi-year 
strategic intervention built on sound education 
practice, including custom-tailored supports for 
each school’s particular needs. With its Renewal 
program, New York City is taking on tough work 
that no one in the country has attempted before 
on this scale.

Renewing Struggling Schools

United Federation of Teachers
A Union of Professionals
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BY LAUREN GILL
It is a leading light!

A huge crowd gathered outside 
Prospect Park on Sunday to witness 
the giant menorah at Grand Army 
Plaza light up for this fi rst time this 
Hanukkah, and the rabbi responsible 
claims his holy candelabra outshone 
all other around the globe.

“There are many menorahs all 
over the world but we give off the most 
light,” said Rabbi Shimon Hecht of the 
Chabad of Park Slope.

Hecht also claims the colossal can-
dle-holder is the tallest on the planet, 
though  a Manhattan menorah dis-
putes that title . It is, nevertheless, the 
largest in Brooklyn — the center bulb 
hits a peak height of 33-foot-11 and is lit 
via cherry picker.

Around 1,500 people turned out to 
celebrate the fi rst night of this year’s 
Festival of Lights. Attendees noshed 
on latkes and danced up a storm to the 
music of Jewish rock band Pey Dalid 
alongside guys dressed in dreidel cos-
tumes, and just generally had a great 
time, Hecht said.

“People who came the fi rst night 
had a great time,” he said. “They felt it 
was a great display of freedom and they 
were very excited to be part of it.”

The festivities will continue every 
night through Dec. 13, with more mu-
sic, latkes, and gifts for kids.

Visit the menorah lighting at Grand 
Army Plaza (between Plaza Street 

West and Plaza Street East in Prospect 
Heights, www.chabadparkslope.com), 
5 pm through Dec. 13. Free.

Grand Army Plaza menorah is alight

A CELEBRATION OF LIGHT: Revelers dance up a storm after the giant menorah is set afl ame 
on the fi rst night of Hanukkah.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

FIRED UP!

SPECIAL LOW RATE!
R A T E S  A S  L O W  A S

%5.95 APR*

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org

Use promo code: BKC

 

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher 

based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll 

deduction as method of repayment. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will 

increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment 

through payroll deduction or direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 

monthly payments of $19.31 on each $1,000 borrowed at 5.95% APR. Rates 

and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. 

Membership is required.

To meet your important or  
unexpected needs:

Bill consolidation or family expenses

New appliances, furniture or household goods

Tuition or other education expenses

MCU  
Personal Loans –   
a simple solution.

GET LIT: (Top) Chabad Park Slope lights 
up its massive menorah via cherry picker, 
(above) a music-fi lled celebration ensued.
 Photos by Louise Wateridge
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Christmas came early for 
these kids!

Youngsters were over the 
moon when Brooklyn Nets 
star Thaddeus Young paid a 
surprise visit to their Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant after-school 
program with a bundle of 
toys and a Christmas tree last 
Thursday, according to an or-
ganizer.

“The children were com-
pletely taken by surprise,” 
said Sonya Shields of Brook-
lyn Community Services, 
which runs the program at PS 

21 on Chauncey Street. “From 
the moment the tree came in, 
they were screaming at the 
top of their lungs.”

The ball-player delivered 
250 gifts throughout the day to 
the kids, handing out basket-
balls, board games, and race 
cars to delighted tykes. 

The baller also set up a tree 
— donated by local service Ty-
ler’s Trees — and helped the 
kids decorate it with the holi-
day trimmings.

Some of the younger tots 
just thought Young was some 
super nice stranger, but older 

kids recognized the star and 
were thrilled to hang out with 
a pro athlete, said Shields.

“When they heard Thad-
deus from the Nets was com-
ing, they just lost it,” she said. 
“It was really special.”

Young also had a blast dec-
orating the tree and handing 
out playthings, and the Nets 
are proud to have made the 
kids’ holiday seasons, a team 
rep said.

“It was a great opportu-
nity for our organization and 
of course for Thaddeus,” said 
Jeff Scott. 

HOLIDAY CHEER: (Above) Brooklyn Nets cheerleaders entertained the 
kids at a Bedford-Stuyvesant school when Nets star Thaddeus Young 
showed up with a bundle of toys. (Center) Kids were overjoyed to see the 
baller in person. (Left) Young hands out toys. Photos by Louise Wateridge 

Kids fl ip out for Nets star

Heating season has ar-
rived, and you can depend 
upon Ferrantino Fuel  / FFC 
Energy to keep you warm all 
winter.

The company provides the 
finest energy products and 
services to residential, com-
mercial, and industrial cus-
tomers throughout the five 
boroughs and to southern 
Westchester, too. 

This family-owned busi-
ness has been around for 80 
years. The hands-on owners 
are Rodger and Mark Lough-
lin, two brothers, proud to 
partake in this family enter-
prise that provides heating 
oil, natural gas, diesel and bio 
fuels to the community and 
beyond. 

Now is the time to contact 
Ferrantino Fuel / FFC En-
ergy to secure a contract and 
lock in pricing, as costs fluctu-
ate when the market changes, 
and it is currently at a 10-year 
low. The company offers con-
tracts for parts and services 
to a wide range of custom-

ers that include one-family 
homes, universities, manage-
ment companies, New York 
City buildings, and more. It 
saves customers money by 
selling at competitive prices, 
and it offers a reliable  24-hour 
service, seven days a week, 
including all holidays. Fer-
rantino Fuel / FFC Energy 
only uses its own private fleet 
of trucks to deliver, as well as 
its own oil drivers. 

“If something should hap-
pen at 1 am, we respond, 
usually within two hours 
of getting the call,” say the 
Loughlins. If an emergency 
call comes in after business 
hours, the answering service 
sees that the service man-
ager or the owner gets the 
information immediately, no 
matter what the time. Ferran-
tino Fuel  / FFC Energy has 
provided this kind of reliable 

care to its customers all these 
years. 

A maintenance contract 
serves to protect customers 
against out-of-pocket repair 
costs, and includes a system 
tune-up to make sure equip-
ment is operating efficiently. 
This reduces the chance of 
breakdowns. Should you de-
cide to upgrade existing en-
ergy equipment with a tech-
nologically advanced heating 
system, you can experience a 
savings of up to 30 percent off 
your heating costs. You might 
also be eligible for some tax 
breaks. Call to speak with one 
of the fuel equipment experts.   

The company’s history is 
an interesting one. It was es-
tablished by Angelo Ferran-
tino, who started Ferrantino 
Ice and Coal Company in 1911 
because coal and ice were 
products people needed back 
then. It was expanded by his 
daughter, Grace, who oper-
ated the business from 1934 to 
1941. It was she who decided, 
in 1935, to move the company 
into the direction of oil heat, 

to meet the needs of a chang-
ing time. The company was 
renamed Ferrantino Fuel 
Corporation.

Grace married, and to-
gether with her husband, 
Dominick Serini, continued 
to build the business. Their 
oldest daughter, Lucretia, 
married Rodger Loughlin Sr. 
in 1964, and it is Rodger and 
his two sons, Mark and Rod-
ger Jr., who now own and op-
erate the company. The words 
FFC Energy were added to the 
name in recent years when 
the company expanded to in-
clude natural gas.

Ferrantino Fuel / FFC En-
ergy also provides diesel fuel 
to bus and truck companies, 
boat marinas, cranes, and 
construction machinery.

It is doing its part to go 
green with clean burning and 
efficient bio fuels. 

Ferrantino Fuel / FFC En-
ergy [180 Ninth St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 832–6700, 
www.ffcenergy.com]. Available 
24 hours, seven days a week.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Stay warm with help from Ferrantino Fuel / FFC Energy
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Bike bandit
A thief rode off with a man’s Can-

non Dale bicycle he left chained up 
on Degraw Street on Nov. 25.

The victim told police that he 
parked his bike between Third and 
Fourth avenues at 1 pm, and re-
turned a half hour later to fi nd his 
bike was nowhere to be seen.

Hog wash
Some lawbreaker throttled off 

with a man’s motorcycle, which he’d 
parked on Union Street on Nov. 5.

The victim told police he left his 
bike between Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues at 5 pm, and returned fi ve days 
later to fi nd an empty spot where his 
hog had been.

Trailer trashed
A burglar broke into and ran-

sacked a trailer on 10th Street some-
time between Nov. 25 and Nov. 27, 
taking electronics.

The victim told police he locked 
the trailer between Second and 
Third avenue at 3 pm, and returned 
two days later to fi nd the door was 
ajar and its lock missing. Inside, 
he discovered a Dell computer and 
wireless router were missing, cops 
said.

Jacked
A carjacker road off with a man’s 

2006 Subaru Lapreza, which he’d 
parked on Seventh Street on Nov. 25.

The victim told police he left his 
car between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues at 9 am, and returned a day 
later to fi nd some thief had driven 
off with it. 

Double jeopardy
A weasel broke into and cleaned 

out two Carlton Avenue homes on 
Nov. 24, taking more than an esti-
mated $30,000 worth of kitchen ap-
pliances and tools.

The victim told police that the 
crook broke down the front door of 
his home between Bergen Street 
and Saint Marks Avenue at 5 pm, be-
fore gathering up a bevy of hefty ap-
pliances — including a microwave, 
stove top grill, and wine fridge.

The thief then moved on to the 
next house over, again breaking 
down the front door before nabbing 
the tools — including two belt sand-
ers and an air conditioning unit, 
cops said.

Stolen Subaru
A thief drove off with a man’s 

2006 Subaru Impreza he left on Pres-
ident Street on Nov. 16.

The victim told police that he 
parked his car between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues at 11 am, and re-
turned a week later to fi nd he was 
short one vehicle.  — Colin Mixson

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Scroll ‘n’ snatch
A delinquent snatched a phone 

straight out of a woman’s hand as 
she was using it on Fourth Avenue 
on Nov. 30.

The woman told police she was 
scrolling through her phone near 
St. Marks Place at 9:20 pm when 
a sticky-fi ngered teenager ap-
proached her from behind, grabbed 
her phone, and fl ed. 

Moonlight haul
A heister broke into a Hoyt Street 

bar and lifted a hefty sum of cash on 
Dec. 1.

A man said he left for work at 7 
am when he noticed the side door to 
the bar near Bergen Street had been 
broken into. He called 911 and when 
the police showed up they found 
someone had stolen a safe contain-
ing $5,000, two cash drawers with 
$600, and a cash box holding $800, 
according to a report. 

Pocketbook plunder
A lout lifted a woman’s pocket-

book as she took a snooze on a Flat-
bush-bound 2 train by Clark Street 
on Dec. 2.

The victim told police she was on 
the locomotive near Henry Street at 
8 am. She fell asleep for a few min-
utes and when she awoke she found 
her pocketbook had been seized 
from her lap. — Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Shot on Hoyt Street
Three reprobates shot a teen in 

the shoulder after an encounter on 
Hoyt Street on Dec. 4, according to 
police.

The teen was between Union and 
Baltic streets around 7:45 pm when 
he encountered the three-some. He 
had a verbal exchange with the trio, 
and as he turned to walk away, one 
of the three fi red two shots at him, 
according to the police report. 

The fi rst shot missed, but the sec-
ond hit his shoulder and broke his 
collarbone, authorities said. 

Bad timing
A callous thief stole a student’s 

backpack fi lled with educational es-
sentials from her car parked on Con-
gress Street on Dec. 5, police said.

She parked her car around noon 
and came back later in the day to 
fi nd her backpack containing her 
MacBook Pro and a business text-
book missing. December is fi nals 
season for many schools.

Card cad
Some goon broke into a home 

on Baltic Street on Dec. 4, but the 
woman living at the home scared 
him off before he could get away 
with much, according to police.

The woman was asleep in her 
home between Bond and Hoyt 
streets, and woke up sometime be-
tween 1 and 3 am when she heard 
the blinds moving. She saw a man 
outside her window and threatened 
him until he fl ed, cops said. She went 
back to bed, but found the next day 
that some credit cards, identifi cation 
cards, clothes, and a pair of watches 
were missing, she told police.

The thief failed to make any ma-
jor purchases with her cards before 
she shut them down. All he bought 
was a MetroCard for $3, according 
to police.

Brutal beatdown
A group of four or fi ve brutes beat 

and robbed a man who was mind-
ing his own business during a stroll 
down Baltic Street on Dec. 4.

The man told police he was near 
the corner of Bond Street around 
9:30 pm when the group approached 
him and started punching him in 
the face and body. 

They ran his pockets and got 
away with a grand total of $50 bucks, 
police said. Emergency responders 
transported the badly hurt man to 
New York Methodist Hospital for 
treatment. — Dennis Lynch

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

Traffi c accident
Cops collared a trio who they say 

tried to rob a guy on Meserole Street 
at knifepoint on Dec. 2 before chas-
ing him into the street — where a 
driver struck him.

The victim told cops he was 
near Waterbury Street at 11:20 am 
when the three alleged baddies ap-
proached and one pulled out a knife, 
saying “Run it, this is a jack.” 

When the victim ran, the knife-
wielder allegedly chased him into 

the street and the guy was mowed 
down by the driver, cops said. The 
alleged perps fl ed down Meserole 
Street towards Bushwick Avenue 
but were ultimately cuffed by au-
thorities, according to a police re-
port. 

Four against one
Four scoundrels beat and mugged 

a guy on Scholes Street on the morn-
ing of Dec. 5.

The guy was at Bushwick Avenue 
at 9:30 am when the vicious group 
walked up and punched him in the 
back of the head and started rifl ing 
through his pockets, authorities 
said. The perps snatched his wallet 
with $100 in cash and his cellphone 
before fl eeing in an unknown direc-
tion, according to a police report. 

The victim went to a nearby hos-
pital with lacerations on his eyes, 
head, and face, cops said.

Batman
A smarmy creep followed a 

woman for several blocks before 
trying to grab her purse on Berry 
Street in the early morning hours of 
Dec. 1, but a vigilante do-gooder ul-
timately chased the guy away.

The woman said the low-life 
started following her at N. Fifth 
Street and Bedford Avenue at 2:25 
am, telling her that she was pretty. 
When she was near Berry and 
Grand streets he tried to grab her 
purse, then dragged her to the fl oor 
when she resisted, authorities said. 

But a good Samaritan saw the 
tussle and sprang into action, chas-
ing the scoundrel away before si-
lently fl eeing the scene, cops said. 
The woman had scraped knees and 
her bag was broken, but no property 
was stolen, according to a police re-
port. 

The perp fl ed in an unknown di-
rection, but a witness told cops he 
saw someone matching the descrip-
tion running down Berry Street to-
wards Metropolitan Avenue.

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

Dine and smash
A couple of punks broke into a 

Calyer Street diner and smashed in 
the place’s safe and cash register in 
the early morning hours of Dec. 2.

An employee of the diner near 
Franklin Street came in to open the 
business at 9:15 am to fi nd two wide 
windows smashed in and open, said 
cops. The employee said surveil-
lance footage shows two guys wear-
ing masks and gloves drive up to 
the location in a car at around 5 am, 
then break in the window to climb 
into the diner, authorities said. 

The burglars broke a cash regis-
ter and broke into a safe, though it 
is unclear whether they managed to 
steal any cash, according to a police 
report.  — Allegra Hobbs
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Because he needs 
his grandpa

NYU LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER
718-630-RxRx(7979)

NYU Lutheran Medical Center  
Comprehensive Stroke Center

NYU Lutheran Medical Center

Comprehensive Stroke Center

Because you want to make the right choice for your family’s care, 

choose NYU Lutheran Medical Center. 
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
War on Christmas be damned!

A Bay Ridge cabbie turned 
his for-hire vehicle into a veri-
table rolling Christmas tree 
as part of his annual mis-
sion to spread holiday cheer. 
Driver Ibrahim Eid festooned 
the interior with ornaments 
and blinking bulbs, and now 
the lively livery cab is a leg-
end among Bay Ridge’s ever-
merry bar-goers, one frequent 
fare said.

“The people working in the 
bars in Bay Ridge all know 
him, and everybody wants 
the Christmas cab,” said Salty 
Dog bartender Francis Lawler. 
“People love it when he rolls 
up with the lights and mu-
sic going. I can’t tell you how 
many times I’ve seen people 
post photos and videos on so-
cial media taking rides in the 
Christmas cab.”

At night the car lights up 
like, well, a Christmas tree 
— Eid plays Christmas tunes 
and illuminates multicolored 

lights and tiny disco balls 
strung across the cab’s ceil-
ing, creating a kaleidoscope 
of festivity. He got the tradi-
tion rolling six years ago, but 
this year he and co-workers at 
Alex II Limo and Car Service 
plan to spruce up the outside 
of his ride too, he said.

“It’s not fi nished, I’ve got 
more to do,” said Eid, who is 
not Christian but said he and 

his family enjoy celebrating 
America’s beloved holidays. 
“This year we’ll put lights on 
and decorations on the out-
side.”

The driver does it for fun 
and to bolster business, he 
said.

“Everybody loves it — 
this guy gave me his phone 
number and address after a 
ride so I could pick him up 

again,” said Eid.
You need not come to Bay 

Ridge to hail the holiday ride 
— Eid will pick up kindred 
Christmas spirits anywhere 
in the city for the right price, 
he said.

And if you miss out this 
season you can always call 
around St. Patrick’s Day, 
when Eid dresses himself and 
his cab in all green.

Bay Ridge cabbie decorates 
his car for Christmas season

MERRYMAKERS: Cab driver Ibra-
him Eid, seated, and Mamdouh Ab-
delaal, owner of Alex II Car Service, 
say they get calls every holiday 
season for the decorated cab.

THE CHRISTMAS CABBIE: Ibrahim Eid has been decorating his cab with lights and ornaments for six years. He 
also decorates for other holidays, including St. Patrick’s Day. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Deck the hauls

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

Free Holiday Concert
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26 | 4:00PM
NETS VS WIZARDS 

*Ticket includes stored value good for two large domestic draft beers (fans 21 and older) at any fixed concession stand.

• Game ticket
• Nets beer stein
• Two domestic draft beers*

PACKAGE INCLUDES

CALL: 855-GROUP-BK |TEXT: 855-476-8725
BROOKLYNNETS.COM/OKTOBERFEST

Hear it Mondays

How does THE BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Monday at 4pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of talk on 
topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be 
listened to live or played anytime at 
your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH
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BY LAUREN GILL
A driver plowed into a woman as she 
attempted to cross Flatbush Avenue 
Extension last Wednesday, authori-
ties said. 

The 34-year-old woman tried to 
cross the busy thoroughfare against 
a red light near Myrtle Avenue at 
around 11:47 am, when the driver of a 

Manhattan-bound black Nissan Sen-
tra collided with her, police said.

Emergency workers transported 
the victim to Methodist Hospital with 
serious head injuries, and she was in 
critical condition as of Dec. 3, cops 
said.

The driver remained at the scene, 
according to a witness.

BY LAUREN GILL
She is doing the right thing!

A Brooklyn health organization 
honored Clinton Hill actress Rosie 
Perez at a Downtown gala last Tues-
day, celebrating her efforts to educate 
people about HIV and AIDS and cham-
pion those living with the disease — 
and the gratitude was a long time com-
ing, organizers said.

“She has done a lot for the fi eld and 
no one has really recognized her for it,” 
said Spencer Casseus, a spokesman for 
Bridging Access to Care — formerly 
the Brooklyn AIDS Taskforce — which 
works to connect HIV-positive Brook-
lynites to housing and health care. 

The outfi t presented the Bushwick-
born performer — who is a member of 
President Obama’s Advisory Council 
on HIV-AIDS and has been advocating 
for awareness since the early ’90s — 
with its humanitarian award for her 
work. 

The event took place on World AIDS 
Day, and the organization’s director 
was thrilled the “Fearless” actress 
chose to attend the hometown gala on 
the such an important date. 

“She said she could have been any-
where on World AIDS Day and she 
chose to be in the community with us,” 
said executive director Glenda Smith.

Around 200 people showed up to 
the shindig — which also honored Poz 
Magazine editor-in-chief Oriol Gutier-

rez — raising money for the organiza-
tion through ticket-sales and raffl es. 

Furniture giant Raymour and 
Flanigan hosted the bash in its Ful-
ton Street showroom, and a store rep 
said the company was thrilled to do its 
part.

“It’s great being able to give back to 
the community and see how people re-
acted to what we do,” said store man-
ager Arsalan Baig.

AN UNFORTUNATE CROSSING: A driver hit a woman as she was stepping out onto Flatbush 
Avenue Extension to cross towards Fort Greene on Dec. 2. Photo by Paul Martinka

SPEAKING OUT: Actress and activist Rosie 
Perez accepts a humanitarian award at 
Bridging Access to Care’s World AIDS Day 
benefi t Downtown showroom on Dec. 1.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Brooklyn AIDS org 
honors Rosie Perez

Pedestrian in critical 
condition after crash

 New Customer Discount
 2 Dog Discount  Military Discount

121 Douglass St.  Brooklyn NY 11231  347.599.2522

WE ALSO OFFER PROFESSIONAL DOG TRAINING

Amanda, from Shaggie Pets in Bay Ridge, 
comes to Carroll Gardens!

505 Church Ave., Bklyn, NY 11218 | 347-240-1019
Mon.- Wed., Fri. 10am-6pm | Thurs. 11am-7pm | Sat. 11am - 5pm

BUY 
NOW
PAY 

LATER

BUY ONE
GET ONE FREE

$990% Complete 
Pair of 
Eyeglasses

DESIGNER FRAME 
PACKAGE DEALS
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for 6 Mo.
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APPLY TODAY
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ONLY
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Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted
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Holidays are coming and it is diffi cult to be in the holiday spirit 
when you are suffering with:

Back, Neck or
Knee Pain!

We would like to help you, your family and friends 
celebrate the holidays pain-free.

718-966-8120
9731  4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209 • 126 Wieland Ave., Staten Island, NY 10309

   Pain from:
✜  herniated discs

✜  degenerated discs

✜  arthritis 

✜  spinal stenosis

✜  torn meniscus 

✜  bone on bone                 

✜  sciatica 

FREE 
consultation 

with this ad

Tried drugs, physical therapy, 
acupuncture, or even

surgery without relief?

Join the thousands of people 
who regained their quality of life 

with our very successful 
treatment.

A.N.L del Castillo, M.D.
The most experienced Board Certifi ed Pain Specialist in Brooklyn & Staten Island
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
These tiny dancers were 
spinning out!

Bedford-Stuyvesant’s ti-
niest tutu-ed tots had a blast 
learning to plié and pirou-
ette with a real-life ballerina 
at their local Y on Saturday, 
when former American Bal-
let Theatre star Michele Lee 
Wiles came by for a special 
lesson.

“They had a fantastic 

time, and they felt like bal-
lerinas for the day,” said the 
center’s senior managing di-
rector Sonia Atherly. 

Wiles, who was a principal 
dancer with the famed com-
pany and now runs experi-
mental studio Ballet Next, led 
the class of little girls between 
the ages of 3 and 6 in some 
stretches and standard ballet 
moves to music from holiday 
classic “The Nutcracker.” 

The youngsters — part of 
the Y’s Tiny Toes program — 
twirled, leapt across the stu-
dio, and practiced at the bal-
let bar, according to Atherly. 

The Bedford-Stuyvesant 
YMCA has been teaming up 
with Wiles and fellow Ballet 
Next dancers for three years 
to give aspiring ballerinas a 
taste of the authentic prima 
experience at summer camps 
and other workshops. 

PRETTY IN PINK: (Above) The little dancers of the Tiny Toes program 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant dressed up in their ballerina best for a special 
“Nutcracker”-themed lesson. (Center) The girls stretch with real-life bal-
lerina Michele Lee Wiles. (Left) Former American Ballet Theatre star Wiles 
gives had the girls enthralled. Photos by Louise Wateridge 

Getting to the pointe
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
It is history in the making!

The city’s landmarks commission 
voted unanimously to designate a 
swathe of lavish 19th-century Bedford-
Stuyvesant buildings as a historic dis-
trict on Dec. 8.

The proposed Bedford Historic Dis-
trict — bounded by Monroe and Ful-
ton streets and Bedford and Thomp-
kins avenues — is a veritable gallery 
of well-preserved period architecture 
and the recognition is a long time com-
ing, said one member of the panel.

“It’s really a museum of late 19-cen-
tury architecture in New York, and so 
much of it is so intact,” said commis-
sioner Frederick Bland. “I think it’s a 
marvelous new addition and it really 
is hard to believe it took this long.” 

The area features around 800 homes 
in a variety of eye-catching architec-
tural styles — many of them fancy Re-
naissance revival-style row houses or 
intricately carved Neo-Grec brown-
stones, according to the panel. 

The district also contains four al-
ready landmarked buildings — includ-
ing the Boys High School on Marcy 
Avenue and the Girls High School on 
Nostrand Avenue.

Neighborhood preservationists, 
who have been rallying for the desig-
nation since 2007, say they’re thrilled 
with the commission’s vote after so 
many years.

“I’m so happy and relieved,” said 
Claudette Brady, co-founder of the 
Bedford-Stuyvesant Society for His-
toric Preservation. “It’s been tiring.” 

But the battle isn’t over yet — the 
City Planning Commission and Coun-
cil will both need to approve the dis-
trict as well. Councilman Robert Cor-
negy Jr. (D–Bedford-Stuyvesant) says 
he will throw his support behind the 
measure.

“Designation of the Bedford His-
toric District was driven by the com-
munity and it will benefi t the commu-
nity for years to come,” he said. “I’ll be 
extremely pleased to offer my support 
for this item when it comes before the 
City Council.”

If it is approved, the new designa-
tion would mean building owners in 
the area will have get the commis-
sion’s okay for construction and alter-
ations to their facades, and any new 
buildings have to adhere to the local 
aesthetic.  

The district would join the neigh-
borhood’s Stuyvesant Heights Historic 
District — covering much of the area 
between Fulton and Hancock streets, 
Thompkins Avenue and Malcolm X 
Boulevard — which the city created in 
1971 and expanded in 2013. 

WORTH SAVING: (Above) Eye-catching brownstones in the proposed Bedford Historic Dis-
trict. (Below) A map of the proposed district, which the city’s landmarks commission ap-
proved last Thursday. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Landmarks OKs 
new Bed-Stuy 

historic district
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This spring, the NYU 
School of Professional Studies 
(NYUSPS), a leader in pro-
fessionally focused educa-
tion, will offer a new, afford-
able option of study that will 
provide individuals who 
have earned a high school 
degree with the opportu-
nity to acquire industry 
focused skills that will pre-
pare them for jobs in fields 
with growing levels of em-
ployment. New Diplomas, 
offered through NYUSPS 
Professional Pathways, are 
designed as immersive pro-
grams of study that can be 
completed in as little as one 
semester. During Spring 
2016, seven Diplomas will be 
offered. They include:

The one-semester Di-
ploma in Basic Project 
Management, which pre-
pares you for a career in this 
growing field by gaining a 
hands-on understanding of 
the essential terminology 

and the application of the 
basic tools, techniques, and 
practices required to be-
come an effective and con-
tributing member of a proj-
ect team.

The Diploma in Book-
keeping, a one-semester, 
blended program, which 
imparts the knowledge and 
skill sets to perform func-
tions within the bookkeep-
ing cycle, manually and 
with QuickBooks and Xero. 
Ground yourself in account-
ing ethics and best prac-
tices, while exploring basic 
concepts including debits, 
credits, “T-accounts,” jour-
nal accounting, GAAP con-
cepts, accrual and double-
entry record keeping, and 
more.

The Diploma in Con-
struction Administration, 
a one-semester, blended pro-
gram, which provides the 
skills to secure an entry-
level position within the 

commercial or residential 
building sectors of the real 
estate industry. Learn about 
the construction process 
and document administra-
tion. Gain an introduction 
to construction methods and 
materials, building systems, 
drawings, estimating, and 
scheduling.

Developed in collabora-
tion with the NYU Langone 
Medical Center, the four-se-
mester Diploma in Medi-
cal Coding teaches you to 
compile, process, and main-
tain medical records by be-
coming proficient in ICD-10 
medical coding. 

The one-semester Di-
ploma in Residential Prop-
erty Administration in-
troduces you to real estate 
investment concepts and 
property management prin-
ciples. Learn how to market 
properties, negotiate and ex-
ecute leases, manage staff, 
and oversee day-to-day op-

erations of a property. 
The one-semester Di-

ploma in Residential Real 
Estate Brokerage for li-
censed New York real estate 
salespersons with at least 
two years of experience, pro-
vides training to increase 
your knowledge of licens-
ing laws and regulations, as 
well as real estate valuation, 
finance, construction, land 
use, fair housing, transac-
tions, business development, 
and more.

The one-semester Di-
ploma in Restaurant Op-
erations and Guest Ser-
vice will provide you with 
a comprehensive under-
standing of front-of-house 
and back-of-house restau-
rant operations, and what it 
takes to succeed in the food 
and beverage industry. Ben-
efit from site visits to NYC 
restaurants and from the in-
valuable experiences of sea-
soned industry veterans.

All Diplomas will pro-
vide industry specific ca-
reer modules presented on-
line in a self-paced format, 
which help students to bet-
ter understand the job mar-
ket. Upon completion of your 
diploma, you also will have 
access to an online portal 
featuring job postings and 
a resource library. Annual 
networking events will pro-
vide opportunities to meet 
with peers and employers 
in the field. Each program 
of study provides students 
with a tangible take-away 
project that can be added to 
their résumé and presented 
to prospective employers.

For more information, visit 
sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 or 
call 212-998-7200.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

High School Graduates, Build Skills in Fields That are Hiring 
Through Affordable, Short-Format NYUSPS Diploma Programs

Green teams are form-
ing at elementary and 
high schools all over the 

country and reinventing the 
way their communities view 
waste and recycling. 

Students and teachers 
build sheds and design bins to 
house hundreds of collected 
bottles and cans. They use 
their schools’ daily announce-
ments to share original songs 
and music videos about how 
to drop it in the bin.

Devoted teachers, such as 
Drew Johnson of Salem, Ill., 
are leading the way by ad-
vocating for the creation of 
these groups and empowering 
students to become leaders 
themselves. 

An avid recycler, Johnson 
first introduced recycling to 
his school in 2010 and today 
he co-sponsors the school’s 
Green Clean Recycling Team 
alongside teacher Kari Thack-
rey. 

The duo oversees a group of 
30 students who have rallied 

the school and community to 
collect thousands of beverage 
containers to date.

Leaders are shining at 
schools nationwide, their suc-
cess rewarded and measured 
by organized school recycling 
programs, such as PepsiCo’s 
Recycle Rally, whose 1,500 

participating schools recycled 
more than 51 million bottles 
and cans since the program 
kicked off in 2010.

School recycling programs 
provide structure and incen-
tives for teachers and PTA 
parents so they can take recy-
cling to the next level at their 

schools. Recycle rally, for 
example, provides curricu-
lum, guides and performance 
reports, plus multiple oppor-
tunities to earn supplies and 
rewards.

What you can do
In addition to helping your 

kids recycle cans and bottles, 
there are several steps you 
can take at home to make the 
world a greener place, includ-
ing:

• Look around the house for 
plastic containers that can be 
upcycled to create something 
new.

• Turn off lights when you 
leave a room to conserve en-
ergy.

• Plant a garden or tree in 
your backyard.

• Use both sides of a piece 
of paper when taking notes 
or creating artwork. Throw 
scrap paper in a recycling 
receptacle instead of a trash 
bin.

• Beautify your neighbor-
hood by organizing a garbage 
pickup.

Learn more
For further information 

about recycle rally and to join 
the program, visit www.Pepsi-
CoRecycling.com/Programs/
RecycleRally.

Schools see green when it comes to recycling

Members of PS 154’s Green Team received an award for their sustainable initiatives during a ceremony at the 
Flushing school last year. 

Students, teachers team up in effort to make classrooms more environmentally friendly

EDUCATIONEDUCATION
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
They’re crammed if they do and 
crammed if they don’t.

A proposed elementary school 
on the border of Bay Ridge and Sun-
set Park is a step closer to opening, 
but the new desks it could bring will 
hardly make a dent in one the most 
overcrowded district in the city, be-
cause the School Construction Au-
thority just can’t fi nd suitable places 
to build, a school leader said.

“The bottom line is you can’t build 
on what you don’t have,” said Laurie 
Windsor, who heads the District 20 
Community Education Council. “If, 
right now, someone called me and said 
‘There’s three sites. The owners are 
willing to sell,’ and the city bought 
them, we’d have enough money to 
build. But we don’t have the sites.”

Offi cials hope to open a 676-seat 
primary and intermediate school on 
four lots along Third Avenue and 59th 
Street by 2019. A city environmental 
study recently gave the spot a passing 
grade, and now the Council must ne-
gotiate with the lots’ owners, a local 
pol said.

“This study found this is a viable 

site, so now the city can move forward 
with the purchase,” said Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca (D–Sunset Park).

 Area schools are the most over-
crowded in the city , according to a 
2015 Independent Budget Offi ce study. 
The city has already committed cash 
for 3,000 new seats, but the Third Av-
enue site is the only one suitable in a 
district that spans Bay Ridge, Benson-
hurst, and Borough Park and includes 
parts of Sunset Park and Kensington, 
Windsor said.

By 2019, the number of public 
school students living in the area will 
balloon from 40,000 to 48,000, accord-
ing to education department fi gures. 
Offi cials predict  district enrollment 
will hover around 150 percent of capac-
ity regardless whether the proposed 
school opens , city records show.

Many schools have done away with 
teacher break rooms and arts class-
rooms to cope with the lack of space, 
despite the education department cre-
ating 5,700 seats over the last six years, 
Windsor said.

“We’ve built all these new seats 
over the years and we’re still over-
crowded,” she said.

‘A’ FOR EFFORT
Education Council: Lauded proposed 

school won’t help overcrowding

IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY WILL COME: This empty lot on Third Avenue between 59th and 60th 
streets could house a 676-seat school for District 20, but the School Construction Authority 
would have to build a school its size every year for the next 10 years to eliminate overcrowd-
ing in the district. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
Ho, ho, hoot!

Ridgites heralded the holi-
days with a Christmas tree 
lighting and some exceptional 
caroling at Owl’s Head Park 
on Dec. 1. There was a jolly 
mood in the air at the river-
side park on 68th Street, even 
though rain made for a chilly 
and wet night, according to 
one reveler.

“The rain didn’t dampen 
spirits — people were out there 

to watch the community light 
the tree, check out the decora-
tions, and see Santa Claus,” 
said Paul Cassone, who heads 
the Guild for Exceptional Chil-
dren and lead the school’s cho-
rus during the lighting.

Around two dozen chorus 
members belted out the group’s 
15-song repertoire, which in-
cluded traditional carols such 
as “Noel” and “Silent Night” 
and modern tunes such as “Jin-
gle Bell Rock” and “Santa Claus 

is Comin’ to Town.”
And Santa Claus did, in 

fact, make it to town — after a 
slight delay because of air traf-
fi c — to the delight of younger 
attendees, who gave him wish 
lists and posed for photos with 
the jolly gift giver.

Folks from the Bay Ridge 
Manor kept everyone warm 
with a steady supply of hot co-
coa, and the Owl’s Head Horti-
culture Group handed out cook-
ies.

A JOLLY BASH: (Above) Izabella Powell gave her wish list directly to Kris 
Kringle himself at Owl’s Head Park on Dec. 1 during the annual tree light-
ing. (Center) The Guild for Exceptional Children chorus capped off the fun 
with some sweet tunes. (Left) Catherine Zhang and Yihan Lee show their 
approval for the Yuletide event. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Owl be home for X-mas

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.
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novel idea to use architecture and ur-
ban design to solve a real problem, and 
if we have those tools it doesn’t make 
sense at all for the city to be talking 
eminent domain.”

 The feds have been pushing the 
city to stick the tank beneath Thomas 
Green Park and its beloved Double D 
pool , which they say is full of toxic soil 
and needs to be cleaned anyway. 

But the city claims that would put 
the swimming hole out of commission 
for up to nine years — far longer than 
the regular detox,  and a prospect that 
many local swim fans have long railed 
against  — while the above-ground 
mechanical equipment needed to run 
the tank would eat up valuable green 
space.

So in July,  it pitched its own plan 
to requisition the land between Butler 
and Degraw streets and put the whole 
thing there instead . 

Now, that land’s owners are propos-
ing an 11th-hour alternative. Alloy De-
velopment — which is poised to sign a 
99-year lease on half that space — and 
Marino Mazzei, who already owns the 
rest — are offering to donate about 
half of each their lots, which they say 
the city could use to replace space lost 
at the playground.

Alloy claims the plan would save 
the city time and money — the emi-
nent domain process would likely take 
three years and end up costing $100 
million, it predicts — while allowing it 
to pursue the lease without fear of los-
ing the land.

“Our proposal offers a realistic 
collaborative approach that will save 
money for the city, create more park 
space for the community, and save 
time on the clean up,” said company 
honcho Jared Della Valle. “Eminent 

domain should be used only as a last 
resort when stakeholders don’t share 
the same goals. That is not the case 
here.”

But the city’s response so far is 
“thanks, but no tanks.” The gratis 
green space — around the size of a 
football fi eld — would not be enough 
to compensate for the parkland it will 
lose, and the proposal won’t solve the 
pool problem, offi cials say.

“We remain concerned about siting 
the tanks under Thomas Greene Play-
ground as doing so would signifi cantly 
increase the amount of time that the 
playground and pool are closed to the 
public and would result in signifi -
cantly less open space than the city’s 
recommendation,” said a joint state-
ment from the parks and environmen-
tal protection agencies.

But the feds will ultimately decide 
where the tank goes, and Kelly hopes 
the developers’ pitch gets its due.

“We need some real urban design, 
some real solutions, and not just the 
city blocking everything,” she said.
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MY LAND IS YOUR LAND: Developer Alloy’s 
proposal for donating part of its property to 
the city to avoid seizure. Alloy Development

through with the plan.
The religious outfi t is also offering 

up its iconic Columbia Heights head-
quarters —  the one with the red neon 
“Watchtower” sign  — and a 10-story 
residential building nearby.

The giant nerve center covers two 
blocks, but is only zoned for manufac-

turing use right now. 
It will be up to the new owner 

whether or not to keep the building’s 
iconic sign, which has been informing 
locals of the time and temperature for 
more than 40 years —  our online poll 
found 76 percent of respondents want 
it to stay .

The group has been selling off 
much of its Dumbo and Heights real 
estate since 2010,  after deciding to relo-
cate its operation upstate by 2017 .

Continued from cover

WATCHTOWER

SALE OF A LIFETIME: Watchtower Realty announced it will sell 85 Jay St., along with two other 
properties, on Dec. 3. The block-wide lot is currently a parking lot.  Photo by Louise Wateridge
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SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Special thanks to Raisa Chernina, 
founder of the Be Proud Foundation. 

The ex-Soviet says red, white, and blue 
are her favorite colors and every year 
she puts her words to the test and hosts 
the Police Appreciation Luncheon 
for our men in blue. 

The New York Police Depart-

ment Pipes and Drums of the Em-

erald Society opened the 10th annual 
ceremonies at the Galaxy Restau-

rant on Dec. 4. Jessica Gorbenko 

presented Sgt. Anthony Caggiano 

of the 60th Precinct Community Af-
fairs Team unit with a special thanks 
and an award for helping her kick a 
drug habit. Lieutenant O’Neil from 
the 60th Precinct accepted an award 
for promoting NYPD’s anti-breast 
cancer campaign. Anna Malkina-

Shumayer and Offi cers Andrey 

Vishnevskiy and Sammy Shaya de-
livered treats back to the precinct for 
those who couldn’t make the event. As 
a holiday treat, specialty cakes made 
by Cherry Hill were given to all the 
offi cers to take back to their precincts. 

Be Proud Foundation is the city’s 
only non-profi t and non-political orga-
nization to organize cop-appreciation 
luncheons since 2005 for the Finest 
from Brooklyn precincts, the South 
Brooklyn Police Department, and One 
Police Plaza. Their goal is to express 
the Russian-speaking community’s 
gratitude to our heroes “for putting 
their lives on the line of duty for our 
safety,” said Standing O pal Raisa. 

Standing O is proud of you Raisa, 
for all you do for the community, too.

Be Proud Foundation [2805 E. 26th 
St. at Shore Parkway in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 788–7773].

BOROUGH-WIDE

Conga line!
They are “freezin’ for a reezin’.” 

Calling all skaters, dancers, cancer 

fi ghters or anyone else who wants to 
have a good time and be part of a sanc-
tioned Guinness Book of World Re-

cords attempt. Join the American 

Cancer Society’s Relay For Life and 

TEAL as they attempt to break the 
record for the World’s Largest Conga 
Line on Ice on Dec. 12.

The current record is 353 partici-
pants — hey, we can beat that! So start 

shaking your bootay. Registration 
begins at 10 am. Participation is free 
with weekend admission of $15 and 
skate rentals are $6. 

The fi rst 200 skaters to register with 
Relay for Life or Teal will receive a 
bracelet for free admission to the skat-
ing session and a free skate rental.

Be there and make it count on Dec. 
12 at 10 am. 

Prospect Park Lakeside [171 East 
Dr. in Prospect Park]. 

BOROUGH-WIDE

Paying thanks forward
Standing O colleague and “Big 

Screecher” columnist Carmine 

Santa Maria asked that I give a shout 
out to do-gooders Giovanni and Sal-

vatore Valente. The PS 215 students 
reached out to Thomas Neve, founder 
and president of Reaching Out Com-

munity Services, to start a fund-rais-
ing drive for the food pantry. The big-
hearted boys then went store to store 
and rang the bells of friends and neigh-
bors for donations. Through dogged de-
termination the pair raised more than 
$340, which they presented to Stand-

ing O pal Thomas so he could augment 
the organization’s soup kitchen.

Standing O and Carmine Santa Ma-
ria say, “Mile Grazia.” 

MARINE PARK 

An epic in the making
Three cheers to Yitzchok Saft-

las, who celebrated the launch of his 
new release, “So What’s the Bottom 
Line,” last week at the Jewish Com-
munity Council of Marine Park. The 
tome provides 76 proven marketing 
tips and techniques for building your 
business and personal brand. It’s per-
fect for salespeople, marketers, and 
seasoned executives, or for entrepre-
neurs just starting out, and offers a 
clear direction guaranteed to garner 
results. 

The book is now available on Ama-
zon, Barnes and Noble, and bookstores 
nationwide.

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

COBBLE HILL

Standing O is sending out con-
grats to Joseph Jhota, who was 
feted at the annual Cobble Hill 
Health Center Gala on Nov. 17 along 
with Patient Care Associates presi-
dent and Guest of Honor Lenny 

Tanzer, Partnership in Health Care 
Award-winner Jack Basch, Volun-
teer of the Year Anneke Berken, 
and director of Mark Morris Dance 
for Parkinson’s Disease director 
and Special Recognition awardee 
David Leventhal. 

But the big event of the night was 
the closing performance by Gotta 

Dance Originals, a senior dance 
troupe composed of 59-to-80-year-
olds who really know how to get 
down and spin it around.

Nearly 300 guests attended and 
raised a record amount of gelt to 
help fund the center’s Life Enrich-
ment Program, which offers neigh-
borhood trips, art sessions, a hor-
ticultural program, and dance and 
music classes. Through the contri-
butions of donors and the count-
less hours of volunteers, the Life 
Enrichment Program improves 
the daily lives of the center’s resi-
dents.

“Getting to know the residents 
has not only enriched my life, it 
saved my life,” said Anneke Berken, 
the volly of the year.

Standing O is sending out hip-
hop hoorays to all the recipients. 

Cobble Hill Health Center [380 
Henry St. at Warren Street in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 855–6789].

Yeah, it’s your birthday
Standing O is sending oo-

dles of fl owers to Rose Barberi, 
who recently celebrated her 99th 
birthday. The Brooklyn native 
turned the magic number on 
Nov. 14 and celebrated at the Du-

gan Amico Senior Center with 
friends, family, and a host of good 
wishes sent by local pols. 

Rose received proclamations 
from Assemblywoman Jo Anne 

Simon (D–Carroll Gardens), 
State Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–
Carroll Gardens), and a special 
card from President Obama. 

Carol Reid-Rembert, di-
rector at the senior center, told 
Standing O, that Rose still re-
sides in the house where she was 
born on DeGraw Street and is as 
independent as they come.

“She sits on her stoop and 
holds court with neighbors,” 
Carol said. “She is very well 
known in the community.”

Rose was blessed with two 
children Joseph and Marie. 
Sadly, her son passed away, but 
her daughter Marie is devoted to 
her, and so are her kids.

“Rose enjoys time with her 
four grandchildren and nine 
great grandchildren, and of 
course with her friends here at 
the center,” Carol said. “We are 
really blessed to have Rose in our 
lives.”

Dugan Amico Senior Center 
[378 Court St. at Carroll Street in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 596–1956].

GOTTA DANCE: A surprise performance by Gotta Dance Originals, a hip-hop senior 
dance troupe, closed out the Cobble Hill Health Center Gala on Nov. 17. Scott G. Morris

Here’s to ‘hip’ health awardees

NYPD gets a high five from Be Proud
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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TRADITION’S NEW HOME
Call 800.745.3000 OR visit islanders.nhl.com to 

purchase tickets to the next New York Islanders game!

ISL ANDERS 
FAN OF THE WEEK

Get spotted in your NY Islanders gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Zach Ghodsi, 
Great Neck

“My father was always a Rangers fan, but I grew 
up in Long Island, so we always went to Islanders 

games and I became an Islanders fan.”
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rolling out next year.
The public housing buildings’ walls 

are “constructed like fortresses,” she 
said, so in-unit internet is tricky. 

She tentatively described the plan 
— dictated and funded by the feds and 
Mayor DeBlasio, not the housing au-
thority — as “an interesting thing,” 
but said she was more excited in see-
ing “low touch, easy to install” so-
lutions like  community group Red 
Hook Initiative’s grassroots network 
around the nabe  and  the city-wide cit-
izen-run NYC Mesh network , which 
could be used to bring common areas 
online.

Cleaning up
Residents at some of the city’s 

most dangerous projects — including 
Brooklyn’s Bushwick, Boulevard, In-
gersoll, and Tompkins houses — have 
offered positive feedback  on the city’s 
multi-million-dollar scheme to crack 
down on crime in those buildings , 
Olatoye said, but admitted there is 
still a long way to go.

“When you talk to residents in 
those developments and they [say] 
there is literally light where there 
was none before, I think that means 
something,” she said.

Olatoye claimed there is only so 
much the authority can do as the land-
lord to reduce crime — it must ensure 
sure doors are fi xed and lights are on, 

but the law enforcement must come 
up with a more comprehensive strat-
egy for policing the properties, and 
residents also have to do their part, 
she said.

“People have to stop breaking 
things and throwing things out the 
window,” said Olatoye.

One problem is that the authority’s 
employees leave work at 4 pm when it 
is still light, she said. Another is that 
the federal government doesn’t pro-
vide cash to beef up security, so build-
ings have to rely on funds from Coun-
cil members for more secure doors or 
new security cameras.

Where there is smoke
Olatoye says she broadly backs the 

goals of  the feds’ recent proposal to 
ban smoking inside public housing 
buildings nation-wide , but it will only 
work if it comes with money and sup-
port to help residents quit and enforce 
the ban.  

“What are you going to do, sniff 
people’s apartments? With no addi-
tional resources?” she said.

Olatoye said around 14 percent of 
public housing residents are smok-
ers — around the same as the rest of 
the population — and that previous 
programs to make buildings smoke-
free have worked best when they are 
driven by the residents themselves. 

“They are successful when there 
is a peer to peer accountability struc-
ture where residents say, ‘we don’t 
want to have smoking in our build-
ings,’ ” she said. 

Continued from page 2 

OLATOYE

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT
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OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR
FIND A

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 
accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear 

and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 12/11/2015. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.
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Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#3640

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995

‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

14k miles, Stk#15152

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995
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A gift-wrap station in a corner of the home that is seldom used can make wrapping presents any time of the year easier and more 
enjoyable.

Nearly as much energy goes into 
wrapping gifts as purchasing 
them. Some people excel at wrap-

ping gifts, while others do not enjoy 
the task at all. Part of the trouble with 
gift-wrapping is the room and tools 
needed to wrap all of those holiday 
treasures. But a gift-wrap station in a 
corner of the home that is seldom used 
can make wrapping presents any time 
of the year easier and more enjoyable:

• Find a place to store gift wrap and 
the tools needed to wrap gifts. Many 
people fi nd the back of a closet door 
works perfectly. 

• Install wire hanger racks so the 
gift wrap tubes can be stored verti-
cally along the surface of the door.

• Install a folding shelf on a hinge, 
and use that shelf to do your wrapping. 
Fold the shelf up when it is not needed 
and secure it with a latch at the top. 

• Hang hooks to store tape and scis-
sors. Attach the scissors to the hook 
with a string so they won’t go miss-
ing. 

• A basket tucked nearby can house 
bows and ribbons so that they are eas-
ily stored until needed.

Having the wrapping station so ac-
cessible also allows you to take inven-
tory of supplies and restock when nec-
essary. 

Have we become a society that is 
too busy for gift wrap? When a 
birthday arrives or the holidays 

come around in full force, where do 
most people turn? To the ultra-conve-
nient gift bag, that’s where. 

Before you eschew wrapping pa-
per for a gift bag this holiday season, 
think about all of the advantages to 
spending some time and reacquaint-
ing yourself with the art of gift wrap-
ping. Here are some reasons to save 
the gift bag for another time:

Wrapping can be green, too. 
Wrapping paper can be reused if it 
is carefully removed from a gift. You 
also can create your own wrapping 
paper by decorating brown postal 
paper with a rubber stamp or hav-
ing children color their own special 
murals. Don’t overlook newsprint as 
wrapping as well.

Paper is more cost-effective. 

Although there are scores of dis-
count stores that sell low-priced 
gift bags, often the quality isn’t the 
same, and the handles could tear af-
ter one or two uses. Wrapping paper 
per inch is definitely more afford-
able than gift bags, particularly 
when it’s  on sale.

Wrapping paper lets you be cre-

ative. Cover a box with a patchwork 
of different paper scraps, choose to 
stagger colors of paper with boxes 
towered one on top of another, or tie 
on the biggest bow you can fi nd.

Paper is traditional. Look back 
to the classic stories of Yuletide and 
you are bound to fi nd images of Santa 
Claus pulling wrapped boxes out of 
his enormous gift sack. Also think 
about how department stores used to 
(and some still do) offer complimen-
tary gift wrapping.

Wrapped gifts travel better. 

When carrying your bounty of gifts 
to friends and family, carefully 
wrapped boxes tend to stand up to 
travel better than gift bags. No one 
wants to receive a gift bag that has 
been wrinkled and crushed into some 
amorphous shape. Plus, wilted tissue 
paper can be off-putting. 

Create your own area 
for gift wrapping

Has gift 
wrapping 
become 

a lost art?

 HOLIDAY GUIDE
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Celebrate Brooklyn

For More Holiday Gifts Shop online at www.nytransitmuseumstore.com

New York Transit Museum
Boerum Place & Schermerhorn Street
Downtown Brooklyn

New York Transit Museum Gallery Annex & Store
Grand Central Terminal
Shuttle Passage, Main Concourse

Brooklyn Battery Tunnel Tees and Rompers
$16.00-$20.00

Vignelli Diagram Latte Mug 
$12.00

Vignelli Diagram iPhone Cover
$20.00

Available for 
iPhone 5 and 6/6S

W reaths are synonymous 
with the holiday season, 
and they can range from 

intricate to simple to fl ashy to 
rustic. Creating festive wreaths 
does not necessarily require a lot 
of skill, and wreaths can be fash-
ioned from a variety of different 
materials. 

The fi rst step to crafting 
wreaths is to gather the foun-
dation pieces. This usually in-
volves a sturdy material that 
will serve as the wreath round. 
It can be vine, foam, branches, or 
even wire. You’ll also need deco-
rative items that fi t the theme of 
your wreath. These may be ber-
ries, ornaments, ribbons, bows, 
and other trinkets that will be at-
tached to the wreath. Florist wire 
and tape can be used to attach the 
ornaments to the wreath. 

‘Say cheese’ wreath
Purchase a premade ever-

green wreath or wrap boughs of 
pine around a frame to make your 

own. Glue or tie on small wooden 
frames with photos of the family 
to the wreath. Fill in the barren 
spots with bows and ornaments.

Fruitful wreath
Instead of an evergreen 

wreath, create something festive 
and edible. Fruit and vegetables 
in vibrant colors can be used to 
fashion a wreath. Use picks or 
wire to attach oranges, lemons, 
limes, clementines, and any other 
produce desired to a foam wreath. 
Use leaves to fi ll in sparse areas 
and a ribbon to hang the wreath.

Holly vine wreath
Purchase a plain grapevine 

wreath and decorate it with 
sprigs of holly leaves and stems 
with berries. Simple and festive, 
this wreath should take only a few 
minutes to make and then hang.

Metallic wreath
Add a glamorous touch to an 

evergreen wreath with faux fruit 

and pine cones that you paint with 
glimmering metallic colors. Inter-
sperse items in gold, copper, and 
silver for an eye-catching piece 
that can adorn any spot in your 
home. Add a few twinkling lights 
to refl ect off of the metallic ele-
ments to add even more appeal.

Bells or glass 
ornament wreath

Use fl exible wire to string a 
wreath of metal bells or glass or-
naments together in a ring shape. 
Bells not only look nice, but also 
lend a gentle twinkling sound 
anytime the door is opened. 

Floral wreath
Make a fresh fl ower wreath 

from a fl orist’s wreath and fresh 
blooms. Soak the foam wreath in 
water according to the packaged 
directions. Trim fl ower stems 
(carnations are durable) and in-
sert the stems into the wreath. 
Attach a bow to the bottom of the 
wreath and then hang. 

Creating festive wreaths does not necessarily require a lot 
of skill, and wreaths can be fashioned from a variety of dif-
ferent materials.

Easy ideas for 
holiday wreaths

HOLIDAY GUIDE
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour
Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 
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HOLIDAY GUIDE

The holiday season allows people to 
transform their homes into won-
derlands of lights, garlands, and 

poinsettias. Each family has its own 
holiday traditions, and decorations 
are a part of many of those traditions.

Decorations might be awe-inspir-
ing, but those that include lights often 
lead to substantially higher energy 
bills. Fortunately, there are ways for 
homeowners, whether they prefer sub-
tle displays or more over-the-top ar-
rangements, to save money and still 
celebrate the holiday season in style.

Switch to more effi cient lights. 
A great way to ensure holiday dis-
plays consume less energy is to change 
the bulbs being strung. Incandescent 
lights can use 80 to 90 percent more en-
ergy than light-emitting diode lights. 
Gradually replace older light strands 
with newer, energy-effi cient lights. 
Not only do these require less energy, 
but they also can last longer than in-
candescent bulbs, meaning you won’t 
have to replace them as frequently as 
more traditional bulbs. Furthermore, 
lower wattage usage means you can 
attach more strands of lights together 

safely.
Use timers. Timers can be set to 

turn lights on and off at specifi c times, 
ensuring lights aren’t turning on dur-
ing the daytime or being left on into 
the night by forgetful homeowners. 
Timers also are a good safety precau-
tion. A dark house that is normally lit 
up can advertise to thieves that no one 
is home. When lights turn on with a 
timer, it will create the illusion that it 
is business as usual in your residence.

Use homemade decorations. You 
also can save energy and money by 
recycling materials into holiday dé-
cor. Trim branches from trees and 
use them in vases for an instant win-
try look. Prune an evergreen on your 
property and make your own wreath 
with some wire and twine. Shop yard 
sales for gently used decorations that 
still have years of utility left. Sew or-
naments from scraps of fabric or cloth-
ing that no longer fi ts. Each of these 
ideas reduces reliance on manufac-
tured decorations that consume en-
ergy during production and fuel while 
being transported from factories to 
store shelves.

Energy-saving 
decorations

9921 Fourth Avenue • Brooklyn, NY

COSMETIC: 718.833.2793 • ALTERNATE: 718.833.7616
WWW.BAYRIDGEDERM.COM

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

Voted New York City’s Super Doctors 2013

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Botox/Dysport, & Facial Fillers  ■
injected by Dr. David Biro

Hair Laser Removal, Chemical Peels,  ■
Microdermabrasion

Consultations for Fractional Resurfacing,  ■
Tattoo Removal, Sclerotherapy

Join us every Tuesday for 
Cosmetic Dermatology

8705 5

MR. VACUUM COUPON

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER                  

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 12/31/15

REPAIR ANY VACUUM  
OR SEWING MACHINE

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR THE SEAMSTRESS & TAYLOR  
THE STUDENT DESIGNER!

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Lobsters By The Ton!
 Cooked & Fresh Shrimp  Lobster Tails  Calamari

 Seafood Salad  Fresh Fish  Clams  Oysters
 Pei Mussels  Baked Clams  Fresh Lobster Meat

 Live Crabs and More!

JORDAN’S RETAIL MARKET
OPEN FOR THE HOLIDAYS

7AM – 7PM
12/10/15 THROUGH 12/31/15
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CARS STARTING    AS LOW AS
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

CLOSE LATE

R DEAL

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear.  

Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 12/11/2015. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! ††
, We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

63k miles, Stk#18809

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$42,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995

$19,995
'11 ACURA MDX

48k miles, Stk#1321

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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Our sister publication’s 

Brooklyn Paper Radio has 

only been on the air for a 

week, but it is already bring-

ing you sensational scoops 

(“A Brooklyn Paper Radio 

Exclusive: Adams says he’s 

running for mayor,” online 

Dec. 8).

The new webcast — streamed 

live every Monday at 4 pm 

from our Downtown offi ce 

(home of bold bulletins juiced 

from loose lips!) — was the 

forum of choice for Brook-

lyn’s chief executive offi cer 

to declare his candidacy for 

2021 and predict a two-term 

administration at City Hall. 

Online readers were split 

about an Adams mayoralty:

Adams has been admirably pro 
development and anti-NIMBY. He’s 
also not afraid to criticize the NYPD. 
I think he’d have my support.
 Mike from Williamsburg 

Delusions of grandeur from an in-
competent hack who faced no opposi-
tion in his last race. Next?
 Mike Curatore 

from Carroll Gardens 

Borough President Adams, you 
cannot wait until 2021. We need you 
now. If you do not run in 2017, you 
will have missed your opportunity. 
DeBlasio is a one-term mayor and if 
Borough President Adams doesn’t 
run, then someone else like Scott 
Stringer will run and win.

Maria R. from Sunset Park 

  

Well that’s one idiot down then. 
Just a few thousand more to go.
 The Truth from The Lies 

Adams talks about geese in Pros-
pect Park and with DiBlasio it’s 
horses in Central Park. Is wildlife re-
ally the issue? Carl R. from D.C.

Borough President Adams, you’ve 
shown leadership and courage and 

are a huge improvement over my buf-
foon of a neighbor. There is no time 
like the present. Run. DeBlasio is in-
competent, compromised, and more 
vulnerable than the conventional 
wisdom says. Cuomo may want 
Hakeem Jeffries, but he is smart and 
knows being under the governor’s 
thumb isn’t worth it. Plus he has a 
safe seat in Congress and can stay 
in Washington a long time if that’s 
his preference. There will be others 
for 2017, but Adams would be a great 
choice if he starts now. 

Mustache Pete 

from Windsor Terrace 

I’m a dedicated Democrat and pre-
viously couldn’t imagine voting oth-
erwise. An Adams candidacy would 
be enough to drive me to vote Repub-
lican. Michael from Bay Ridge 

Borough presidents generally 
don’t become mayor. In the 117 years 
since the Offi ce of Borough President 
was created, only Robert Wagner and 
David Dinkins managed it, and they 
were both Manhattan beeps. Outer-
borough beeps can’t get enough votes 
outside of their own boroughs, and 
Adams probably can’t get more than 
single-digit percentages of Brook-
lynites to vote him for mayor. He 
hasn’t got a chance of being mayor. 
He probably won’t even get a second 
term as beep.

Sean F. from Bensonhurst 

Chapter n’ verse
To the editor,

Dear Councilman Steve Levin (D–
Brooklyn Heights), it is 1:44 am and I 
cannot sleep because I am so worried 
over the proposed deconstruction of 
the Brooklyn Heights Library. The 
air we breath in the city is already 
carrying enough toxic chemicals to 
kill us, and the proposed building at 
280 Cadman Plaza West would be an 
additional health danger. 

We need to consider the strong, 
street-level winds while designing 
this building, its location being ad-
jacent to the windiest corner in the 
city — Montague and Court streets, 
according to the New York Times. 
Chemical hazards caused by con-
struction are often airborne and can 
appear as dusts, fumes, mists, vapors 
or gases. Exposure usually occurs by 
inhalation, although some airborne 
hazards may settle on and be ab-
sorbed through skin. The silica dust 
is not screened out by netting, put-
ting the elderly and young children 
at risk from the increased toxicity. 

There are major highways already 
contributing to the poor air quality 
of Brooklyn Heights. 

On the human side, the Brooklyn 
Heights Library is packed with chil-
dren, young adults, and others every 
minute it is open. When the doors 
open there is already a crush of peo-
ple ready to walk in. It is the second 
busiest library in Brooklyn. The in-
terim library proposed at Our Lady of 
Lebanon is one-sixth the size of our li-
brary, and further away from the proj-
ects, subways, patrons, and schools. 

This library is our community 
center and it would be a hardship on 
Brooklyn Heights residents to lose it. 
Councilman Levin, please don’t give 
your consent to the destruction of our 
wonderful, valuable, second-home li-
brary. Justine Swartz

Brooklyn Heights

Save the elephants
To the editor,

I am generally a supporter of the 
National Rifl e Association, but I fi nd 
poachers and trophy hunters, whom 
the organization supports, repre-
hensible. I can understand killing 
certain animals for food, or killing 
bears and raccoons who over popu-
late or invade people’s homes, but 
this is not the case with the African 
nor Asian elephants, which cannot 
be cross bred.

It is high time this cruel practice 
ceases to exist and we allow the spe-
cies to reproduce by not invading its 
natural habitats. If we continue our 
ways, both species of elephants will 
soon be extinct and a distant mem-
ory.

The elephant used to be a symbol 
of Republicans and the political right, 
which embrace and endorse hunters, 
whether it is justifi ed or not. It will 
now take the political left to save the 
noble elephant. Elliott Abosh

Brighton Beach 

Dumbfounded DOT
To the editor,

I cannot believe how long this 
debacle at the Gowanus-Belt merge 
has gone on. Numerous times I have 
been cut off at the last second by cars, 
through no fault of their own, fi nally 
realizing where to be to exit for the 
Belt. The signage is basically non-
existent until the immediate point of 
the exit. Before that is some worn out 
slop painted on the road itself as to 
where you should be for the Belt exit. 

I cannot believe there have not 
been more accidents at this site. 
Where is the hypocritical Depart-

ment of Transportation with its Vi-
sion Zero? Oh, that’s right, if it doesn’t 
concern bicycles or ways of causing 
more traffi c congestion they are re-
ally dumbfounded, but more dumb 
than founded. 

This project or whatever they are 
trying to achieve at this spot was sup-
posed to have been completed by the 
end of August.   Richie Hecht

Bay Ridge

Write on!
To the editor,

Surveys reveal that the “letters to 
the editor” section is one of the most 
widely read and popular of any news-
paper. Weekly newspapers, such as 
this one, offer readers a chance to 
speak out. It helps to have a snappy 
introduction, good hook, be timely, 
precise, and have an interesting or 
different viewpoint to increase your 
odds of being published. Many papers 
welcome letters commenting on their 
own editorials, articles or previously 
published letters to the editor. 

We continue to be fortunate to live 
in one of the few remaining free so-
cieties with a wealth of information 
sources available. Sadly, most Amer-
ican cities and suburbs are down to 
one local daily or weekly newspaper. 
Newspapers have to deal with in-
creasing costs, reduced advertising 
revenues, and declining readership. I 
continue to be grateful that the Cou-
rier affords its readers the opportu-
nity to express their views and dif-
fering opinions on issues of the day. 
Thanks to you ordinary citizens 
have the freedom to comment on the 
actions and legislation of elected offi -
cials and more.

In the marketplace of ideas let 
us hope there continues to be room 
for all newspapers, and let us thank 
those few brave souls who are will-
ing to take on the establishment and 
powerful special interest groups in 
“Sound Off to the Editor.” They fi ll 
a valuable niche on the information 
highway.

Please join me along with your 
neighbors in reading your favorite 
daily and local weekly community 
newspapers. Patronize their adver-
tisers; they provide the revenues nec-
essary to keep them in business. Let 
them know you saw their advertise-
ment. This is what helps keep our 
neighbors employed, the local econ-
omy growing, and provides space on 
a daily and weekly basis for your fa-
vorite or not-so-favorite letter writers.
 Larry Penner

Great Neck, New York

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Beep, beep! Adams airs mayoral run on BP Radio
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Stella, Caesar, Blondie, 
Chris, Doreen, Charlie, 
Pumpkin, Tickles, and 

Oreo are just some of the 
names of New York horses 
that have been killed or in-
jured while working.

Working, really? That 
would imply choice, right? 
It’s really no different than 
an elephant in chains in the 
circus. Like the decorated 
elephant, carriage-horses 
have more pain than pomp 
in their day. 

And why is politics get-
ting in the way of their re-
lease from this prolonged 
bondage? Which Coun-
cil members are saying 
“Neigh!” to their redemp-
tion?

We’re going to make a 
naughty list below. These 
council members should 
only get coal in their socks 
this holiday season because 
they are standing in the way 
of humane treatment of our 
horses. But fi rst, here’s some 
context.

In 2013, when candidate 
Bill DeBlasio was running 

for mayor, he vowed to ban 
horse-drawn carriages in 
New York City. On “Day 
One,” he said. Well, now it’s 
past “Day 700.”

New York has the highest 
carriage-horse accident rate 

in the country. Other cities, 
like Palm Beach, Santa Fe, 
Las Vegas, Toronto, and Salt 
Lake City, have banned this 
antiquated practice. 

Sure, it was lovely to have 
a horse take you for a ride 
when we needed the trans-
portation. But why is it nec-
essary now? Should a horse 
have no access to pastures, 
have a nine-hour workday, 
ride between SUVs and taxis 
honking and blowing ex-
haust fumes in their faces? 
Should fl ight animals that 
get “spooked” by loud sounds 
be the victims of an industry 
that insists upon their back-
breaking work so that they 
can make a living? 

There are other ways for 
them to make a living, and 
NYClass, an animal rights 
organization, has come up 
with a healthy alternative 
to the ugly and cruel indus-
try. Electric cars. Awesome, 
fancy, cool-looking electric 
cars can take tourists on 
rides through Central Park 
and the congested streets of 
Manhattan. 

The big problem in all of 
this is that we have political 
gamesmanship interfering 
with what is really a human-
itarian issue. In 2013, DeBla-
sio repeatedly and emphati-
cally said he would solve 
this issue.

DeBlasio blames the 
Council. Well, he’s partially 
right, because he does need 
their votes to ban this indus-
try, but it seems that if he 
pushed harder he could have 
secured the 26 votes needed 
to pass the law to ban the 
horse-drawn carriages in 
New York City. 

But good news may be on 
the way. On Nov. 25 DeBla-
sio proposed a compromise 
that would limit the car-
riage horses to Central Park, 
keeping them off the city’s 
streets. He has also proposed 
building stables inside the 
park so that the horses don’t 
have to walk the 1–2 miles 
back to their stables in Hell’s 
Kitchen. And fi nally, this 
compromise suggests reduc-
ing the number of working 
horses from more than 200 

to about 70. 
Just to be sure, the Coun-

cil members must once again 
hear our voices — we do care 
for all beings. 

So we’re naming the City 
Council “Neighsayer.” Let’s 
put pressure on them for 
this new proposal, which is 
not perfect but a heck of a lot 
more humane.

In Brooklyn:  Rob-
ert Cornegy; Rafael Espi-
nal; Daneek Miller; Jumaane 
Williams.

In Queens: Costa Con-
stantinides; Elizabeth Crow-
ley;  Karen Koslowitz; Rory 
Lancman.

In Manhattan: Corey 
Johnson.

In the Bronx: Andy 
King

Like Mahatma Gandhi 
once said: “The greatness of 
a nation and its moral prog-
ress can be judged by the way 
its animals are treated.”

Tom Allon is president of 
City & State NY. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com. Rebecca Cohen is a life-
long “Horse Hero.”

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE

Tom Allon

Why do we still have horse-drawn carriages?
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

H ave we really all become 
convinced that we are 
under constant terrorist 

threat?
The New York Times seems 

to thing so. In the wake of the 
San Bernardino shootings, it 
ran an article titled, “ ‘I Think 
About It Daily’: Life in a Time 
of Mass Shootings.”

But is this true? 
Seems to me that since 9-11, 

we’ve learned we’re made of, if 
not sterner stuff, then at least 
more rational stuff: We know 
that violence is random and 
rare.

Yes, rare. Especially here. 
Let’s talk about local crime 

for a sec.
In New York City, as in most 

of the country, crime peaked 
around 1993 and has been go-
ing down pretty steadily since 
then. In 1990, there were 2,245 
murders in the city. Last year 
the number here was 333.

That’s an amazing drop. 
But what about this very 

instant? Isn’t crime suddenly 
“surging,” as the headlines 
suggest?

The Brennan Center 
for Justice at the New York 
University School of Law 

crunched the numbers we’re 
hearing about. It found that 
while the murder rate is pro-
jected to go up 11 percent in 
America’s 30 largest cities this 
year — a stat that does sound 
alarming — the numbers are 
still far lower than 10 or even 
fi ve years ago. Here in New 
York, the projected number of 
murders by year-end is 357. 

That is sad, of course. But 
as the report notes, “in abso-

lute terms, murder rates are 
so low in many cities now that 
even an increase or decrease 
of just a few occurrences can 
cause a large change in per-
centage terms.”

For instance: If one person 
in a million dies from a deadly 
spider bite and the next year 
two people die this weird, icky 
way, that’s a 100 percent in-
crease. But it’s not as if deadly 
spiders are taking over Amer-
ica. (Yet!)

The picture gets clearer if 
we think in terms of deaths 
per 100,000. 

“In 1990, there were 29.3 
murders per 100,000 resi-
dents,” according to the re-
port, which cited FBI and po-
lice statistics. “In 2000, there 
were 13.8 murders per 100,000. 
Now there are 9.9 per 100,000.”

So while the “Murder Rate 
Up!” makes for a paper-sell-
ing headline, “Americans Far 
Safer Than They Were 20, 10, 
and Even Five Years Ago!” is 
just as true. 

When I spent 14 years at the 
New York Daily News, my edi-
tor would sometimes remind 
me that people read the paper 
because, “They want to know 

what can kill them.”
But that isn’t precisely the 

case. No one is writing thumb-
suckers about the fear of heart 
disease. Only the most shock-
ing and unpredictable deaths 
get this kind of treatment. And 
these reinforce the idea that 
simply by stepping out of your 
home — or, god forbid, letting 
your child step out of the home 
— death beckons.

The Times chose to rein-
force the idea that not only we 
are all panicking about mass 
shootings, but that this dread 
is normal and perhaps even 
sensible after the California 
and Colorado murders. It did 
this by surveying the public 
with an online question: “How 
often, if ever, do you think 
about the possibility of a shoot-
ing in your daily life?”

Naturally, the people who 
answered are those for whom 
this question resonates — 
many of them apparently crip-
pled by an all-consuming fear 
of random violence. 

“I would say I think about 
the possibility of a shooting in 
my life regularly,” wrote one 
15-year-old.

The parents who responded 

sounded even more terrifi ed. 
They wrote things like, “The 
oldest of my three children is 
in kindergarten. They have 
lockdown drills. I imagine 
the fear and chaos of a school 
shooting. The children, my 
son, the life and love that can 
be taken away. How will I live 
with myself if something hap-
pens to them? I’m so scared.”

And another: 
“Is this the day? Will a 

shooter pick my daughter’s 
school because it only has one 
access road? What will she be 
thinking as she cowers in a 
closet? Or under a desk? Will 
she be crying for me?”

But the odds overwhelm-
ingly say she will simply go 
about her day and take her 
math test. 

Crime is at historic lows. 
We are lucky to be living in 
such safe times. Until we em-
brace reality instead of the 
headlines, we will not be able 
to enjoy life or let our kids out-
side. 

That is a tragedy.
Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and the author 
and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

No reason for fear after San Bernadino
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www.ridgewoodbank.comMember
FDIC

“It’s the most  

 of  the Year”
Wonderful Time 

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season
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By Dennis Lynch

This liturgy is not to be taken liter-
ally.

Medieval village idiots are forced 
to cobble together their own Christmas 
Mass following their beloved pastor’s death 
in Dzieci theatre group’s “Fool’s Mass” pro-
duction coming to three Brooklyn venues 
in December. The play is part comedy and 
part worship, but it is completely immersive 
— the village idiots are illiterate and need 
the audience’s help getting through the ser-
vice, the show’s director said.

“There is no fourth wall,” said Matthew 
Mitler. “We seat people, give them sheets 
of music, and ask them to pray with us. But 
we’re village idiots — we can’t read — so 
the audience helps us with readings, filling 
out the nativity scene, and in the end, its 
something we’ve all done together.”

The play starts as soon as audience 
members walk in the door, where they 

will find a cast of physically and mentally 
handicapped peasants patiently waiting for 
their priest, who took them in and trained 
them as a choir, to start Mass, Mitler said. 
The choir finds out the plague has claimed 
the priest, but they refuse to go home, and 
instead decide to put together their own 
Mass — except no one can agree how to 
do it, he said.

Hijinks abound as the group quarrels 
over how to break bread for commu-
nion and what rituals happen when. The 
actors improvise much of the dialogue and 
action, making use of the altar and fixtures 
available wherever they are performing, 
Mitler said.

Each fool has his or her moment in the 
spotlight, whether that is telling a hastily 
thrown-together story of Jesus’s birth or, 
in some cases, sabotaging the rest of the 
group over disagreements. But singing the 
hymns their late pastor taught them unifies 

the group, and with help from the audience, 
they eventually get through the Mass.

Mitler and his Dzieci colleagues wrote 
“Fool’s Mass” in 1998 to explore the mean-
ing behind the rituals of worship.

“We asked ‘What is a Catholic Mass? 
What is it on a deep level?’ ” he said. “We 
thought the best way to approach that was 
to do it from the perspective of complete 
innocence, without much of a goal in 
mind, sort of as a child.”

“Fool’s Mass” is fiction, but after writ-
ing the play, Mitler discovered that some 
European medieval villages held yearly 
festivals to mock the local bishop and the 
Catholic Church as a way of easing frustra-
tions with the powerful religious authorities 
that dominated Europe at the time. Mitler 
incorporated one of the songs people sang 
at those festivals into the play, but said 
“Fool’s Mass” is anything but a mockery.

“It’s not about making fun of anything,” 

he said. “It’s trying to explore and find the 
deepest levels of human nature.”

Dzieci has performed the play at church-
es, religious conferences, and homes for 
both mentally and physically handicapped 
people. The response has been overwhelm-
ingly positive, even if some folks were 
skeptical at the outset, Mitler said.

“People have all kinds of ideas,” he said. 
“We’ve had people angry at the beginning of 
the play, but by the end, they’re hugging us.”

“Fool’s Mass” at St. Johns-St. Mathew-
Emanuel Lutheran Church (283 Prospect 
Ave. between Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope) Dec. 13 at 7 pm; at Seeds 
Brooklyn (617 Vanderbilt Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and Bergen Street in 
Prospect Heights) Dec. 18 at 7 pm and 
9 pm; at Sure We Can (219 McKibbin St. 
between Bushwick Avenue and McKibbin 
Court in Bushwick) Dec. 19 at 7 pm. www.
dziecitheatre.org. $10.

‘Fool’s Mass’ a comedic take on Catholic liturgy

Judge not: The players in Dzieci’s “Fool’s 
Mass” have a hard time agreeing about 
anything, but the group coalesces beautifully 
when it comes time to sing the hymns the late 
pastor taught them. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Flip serviceFlip service
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By Lauren Gill

Time to get into the kitchen!
Brooklynites can go on a 

Santa-style cookie binge on 
Dec. 13, when an amateur baking 
competition hits the Royal Palms 
Shuffleboard Club in Gowanus. The 
event’s organizer guarantees that the 
spread will satisfy any sweet tooth. 

“You’re going to see some inter-
esting cookies, some weird cookies, 
some yummy cookies, and maybe 
even some s----- cookies,” said Matt 
Timms, the mastermind behind this 
weekend’s Cookie Takedown com-
petition.

The Bushwick resident  started 
organizing the Takedown food fren-
zies 15 years ago , and has been pit-
ting kitchen warriors against each 
other ever since. 

Thirty dough punchers will bake 
mass batches of their most original 
cookies in hopes of securing the 
Takedown title, and the prize of 
kitchen appliances to help their next 
baking endeavor. 

But the guests will be the real 
winners of the cookie extravaganza. 
A $20 dollar ticket buys attendees 
all of the delectable discs they can 
stomach. Their only responsibility 
will be voting for their favorite at the 
event’s conclusion. 

Winning recipes in previous years 
have included toffee peanut butter 
cup, a Sriracha cookie, and one very 
special sea-salt, bitter orange, and lav-
ender creation, according to Timms.

The cookie commander said that 
even though the event takes place 
during the holiday season, bakers are 
discouraged from baking bland butter 
biscuits and throwing some red and 
green sprinkles on top. 

“Holiday cookies basically suck,” 
he said.

Instead, he hopes attendees will 
embrace the holiday spirit in a dif-
ferent way — by devouring all the 

sweets they can swallow. 
“The holidays are about gorg-

ing and eat cookies,” said Timms. 
“There’s no other time of year I would 
want to do it.” 

Cookie Takedown at the Royal 
Palms Shuffleboard Club [514 Union 
St. between Third Avenue and Nevins 
Street in Gowanus, (347) 223–4410, 
www.thetakedowns.com]. Dec. 13, 
noon–2 pm. $20.

By Lauren Gill

Their sound is gone out across 
the land!

A Marine Park church will 
once again ring with a joyful noise 
on Dec. 13, when a full orchestra 
and chorus join together to perform 
Handel’s “Messiah.” The Good 
Shepherd Church has presented the 
Christmas classic each winter for the 
last 19 years, making the concert a 
beloved neighborhood tradition.

“It’s just a magnificent way of 
beginning the Christmas season,” 
said Michael Fontana, the music 
director of the church since 1991.

Fontana was inspired to launch the 
annual show by the strength of the 
church’s chorus.  

“After the first year of concerts I 
thought we have a magnificent church 
choir here,” said Fontana, “and as a 
means of … pushing them musically, 
I approached them about performing 
‘Messiah.’ ”

A 22-piece orchestra will back 

the church’s choir and solo perform-
ers during the 90-minute show. The 
concert covers the first portion of 
George Frideric Handel’s three-part 
composition — the part that deals 
with the Nativity of Jesus — as well 
as the famous “Hallelujah” chorus at 
the end. 

There are many performances of 
the cherished classic each winter, 
but Good Shepherd Church is one 
of the few in the borough to enlist a 
full orchestra. Fontana reached out to 
his friends, who are also professional 
musicians, to fill out the orchestra. 

Each winter people gather from 
around the city and beyond to catch 
the performance, which is free but 
asks for donations so that the church 
can pay its performers. Fontana 
said that 650 people flocked to the 
show last year, with one visitor mak-
ing a pilgrimage all the way from 
Pennsylvania. 

And Fontana says that he cannot 
wait to welcome folks back to the 

church this winter.  
“They love to come to Good 

Shepherd,” he said. “It’s just glori-
ous.”

“Messiah” at Good Shepherd 
Church [1950 Batchelder St. at Avenue 
S in Marine Park, (718) 998–2800, 
www.goodshepherdrcc.org]. Dec. 13 
at 6 pm. Free.

By Colin Mixson

It’s a special K!
On Dec. 11, Brooklynites will be able to pose 

and party with the single most iconic letter in all of 
Brooklyn the 66-year-old, 20-foot-high “K” from the 
Kentile Floors sign that once beckoned to F and G train 
riders with the promise of affordable bath and kitchen 
tiling. The stewards of the legendary “K” hope that the 
sheer spectacle of the massive letter will inspire Gowanus 
residents to join their struggle to restore and re-install the 
aging emblem.

“We invite our community and friends to get up close 
with the ‘K’ from the Kentile sign, with hopes that as 
we move forward with restoration and relocation that 
people will be more willing to get involved in some way,” 
said Paul Basile, president and founder of the Gowanus 
Alliance, a confederation of neighborhood businesses.

The Alliance took stewardship of the severely dilapi-
dated sign  in the summer of 2014 , after it was deemed 
too hazardous to remain towering eight stories above the 
streets of Brooklyn. The alliance worked with contractors 
to safely dismantle and store the sign in a 13th Street ware-
house until a new home for the legendary logo could be 
secured, according to Basile.  Had the alliance not stepped 
in, Brooklyn’s “Kentile Floors” sign could have been con-
signed to the garbage heap.

“There was an identical sign in Chicago, and that ended 
up in the scrap yard,” said Basile.

For its “Christmas with the K” party, the Gowanus 
Alliance re-assembled the seven parts of the titular let-
ter, and will encourage people to take pictures beside the 
enormous letterform. In addition to the hallmark “K,” the 
event promises lots of free barbecue and an opportunity to 
carouse with neighbors and local business owners.

“There will be some food, local businesses get to say 
hello to each other again, and hopefully new people will 
come in,” said Basile.

The Gowanus Alliance is currently  toying with the 
idea of installing the Kentile Floors sign at the Fran Brady 
Under the Tracks Playground . 

“Christmas with the K” at the Gowanus Alliance [135 
13th St. between Second and Third avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 576–3108, www.gowanusalliance.org]. Dec. 11 at 5 
pm. Free.

Getting up close to the 
giant Kentile Floor ‘K’

Fill up on baked goods at cookie competition

‘Tis the season: The Good Shepherd Church 
choir performs Handel’s “Messiah” last 
December. The choir has been performing 
the winter classic since 1996. 
 Good Shepherd Church

No better letter: Paul Basile, right, and a Gowanus Alliance member 
posed in front of the Kentile Floors sign “K” at the group’s holiday 
party in 2014. Photo by Jason Speakman

Om-nom-nom-nom: Matt Timms, the host of the Cookie Takedown on Dec. 13, says it is 
the perfect time of year to chow down on cookies.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Red-letter day

SWEET STUFFED

The ‘Messiah’ returns!
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Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Voices from Chernobyl” by Svetlana 
Alexievich

You may have been surprised 
by the Nobel Prize corona-
tion of Svetlana Alexievich, the 
Belarusian journalist whose work 
is widely unknown in the States. 
But her work deserves every 
possible commendation the 
world can muster. “Voices from 
Chernobyl,” Alexievich’s 1997 
account of the meltdown, col-
lects myriad voices of survivors, 
victims, refugees, and children in an attempt to put 
a human face to one of the 20th century’s worst man-
made disasters. Harrowing, horrific, and deeply humane, 
“Voices” is one of the rare documentary works of art that 
amplifies the voices of its subjects into the wild howls of 
literature.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: “The Age 
of Reinvention” by Karine Tuil 

This page-turning international 
novel was a best-seller in France, 
and has now been translated into 
English. The book follows a self-
made immigrant named Tahir 
and his methods of navigating 
success in the United States. 
The story spans Tahir’s child-
hood in Tunisia and his time 
in Paris, but mostly focuses on 
his life in New York, where 
he is a successful lawyer and 
has married into an elite family — but 
he isn’t everything he appears to be. This book shows, 
but doesn’t tell, broad topics like fidelity, love, honesty, 
deception, international racism, entitlement, and what it 
means to be successful.

— Rebecca Fitting, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “The Prize”                     
by Jill Bialosky

Art and desire intertwine in 
this incisive exploration of paral-
lel marriages and what happens 
when you live a life purely for 
love of beauty. Edward Darby 
is the partner of a prestigious 
gallery, and sees himself as an 
open reflection of the artists 
he serves. Agnes Murray is 
the young descendant of Irish 
immigrants, and her work combines the 
Old Masters with the recent historical horror of 9/11. 
Through these characters, Bialosky draws taut constant 
contrasts between the subtly transportive nature of sub-
limity in art and the gross banality of everyday life.

— Lydia Hutchins, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrook-
lyn.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Max Jaeger

We want to say one word to 
you. Are you listening? 
“Polyester.”

A jolly guy in a wacky suit is 
coming to Bay Ridge — and it is not 
Santa! Fashion icon Elvis Presley is 
not only alive — he is shaking, rat-
tling, and rolling through the Ridge 
this weekend. 

Get ready to welcome the “King 
of Rock ’n’ Roll” by doing your own 
Elvis shtick at one of the ’hood’s 
many karaoke nights on Friday. But 
first, bulk up for the role by sucking 
down about 10 chocolate-banana-
and-peanut-butter “Elvis Presley 
Shakes” at Bay Ridge Diner (8017 
Fifth Ave. between 80th and 81st 
streets).

Then flip, flop, and fly over to 
Three Jolly Pigeons (6802 Third 
Ave. at 68th Street) at 10 pm to 
sing “Animal Instinct” or go belt out 

“My Desert Serenade” at Blue Agave 
(7215 Third Ave. between 72nd and 
73rd streets) starting at 10:30 pm.

On Saturday, go see the one man 
who rocks a rhinestone-studded 

leisure suit better than yours truly 
— Midwood’s  Elvis shrine curator 
and tributeer extraordinaire Carey 
Weiner  will be the King at the Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center (405 81st St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues). 
And dads, keep your daughters at 
home because this  hound dog  is so 
suave the ladies just  can’t help falling 
in love . Tickets are $25 in advance 
and $30 at the door. The pompadour 
and circumstance starts at 8 pm.

Of course, if you are not into 
speed-addled Nixon lovers, then go to 
Leif Bar (6725 Fifth Ave. at Senator 
Street) to catch The Electrix per-
forming the acid-and-cocaine-addled 
noodlings of the Grateful Dead and 
Allman Brothers. It is sure to be a 
good show — they have “Captain 
Trips” and crew’s timbre down to a 
T — but you will have to  get a job you 
dirty hippie , because tickets are $10. 
Drop in (and drop out) at 10 pm.

Bay Ridge is getting ready for the King
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By Claire McCartney

This party will be hot as burn-
ing pitch!

A 10-piece band that plays 
hip-hop songs with brass instru-
ments will celebrate five years of 
musical collaboration with an exu-
berant, vodka-fueled party at the 
Industry City Distillery in Sunset 
Park on Dec. 12. The event, which 
will feature rappers, brass bands, 
visual artists, and specialty drinks, 
will set the bar for good times, says 
the founder and manager of the 
PitchBlak Brass Band.

“The anniversary party is going 
to be one of the coolest things 
we’ve done all year,” said Chanell 
Crichlow, who also plays the tuba. 
“It’s just going be a really beautiful 
night with really good vibes. That’s 
the whole point, is to set up a good 
vibe for everyone to just hang out 
and chill and celebrate with us.”

The ten members of PitchBlak 
met at the Manhattan School of 
Music, and played their first gig 
five years ago, at an Irish bar in 
Manhattan that was invaded by 
SantaCon. The Saturday night party 
is a celebration of all the group has 
accomplished since then, including 
playing the 2015 Brooklyn Hip-Hop 
Festival, and its upcoming residency 
at Greenpoint’s Manhattan Inn.

“We’re celebrating all the 
gaps, all the hardships, all the fun 
times, everything in between,” said 
Chrichlow. “It’s going to be a thank 
you to all of our fans. We’re not 
making money off of this show, 
we’re putting all of our stuff into it. 

All of our friends and family and 
fans — it’s a holiday gift to them.”

In addition to PitchBlak, the anni-
versary party will feature perfor-
mances from DJ Batty Jack, Flatbush 
rapper Latasha Alcindor, instrumen-
talist Ebone Trombone, and Balkan 
music group Raya Brass Band, along 
with visuals from Christian Hanon, 
food vendors, specialty vodka drinks 
made by the distillery, and a photo 
booth. Visitors who donate to a toy 
drive for children will get raffle tick-
ets and discounted prices on food. 

The combination of differ-
ent genres and artists matches the 
group’s blend of hip-hop, jazz, and 
pop music. The party also reflects 
the current state of hip-hop, said 

Crichlow, and should appeal to any-
one who interested in what is hap-
pening now.

“I just think if people really want 
to come to a hip-hop party — dif-
ferent, of this century, new s---, 
they should come check it out,” she 
said. “Our party’s going to represent 
musicians and artists and hip-hop 
artists all coming together to make 
something beautiful and creative and 
just going with it.”

“PitchBlak Distilled: Five Years 
of Fire” at Industry City Distillery 
[33 35th St., Sixth Floor, between 
Second and Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, (718) 305–6951, www.pitch-
blakbrassband.com]. Dec. 12 at 8 
pm. $15 ($12 in advance). 

Hip-hop brass band celebrates anniversary

Pitching in: The 10 members of the PitchBlak Brass Band will celebrate the hip-hop 
group’s fifth anniversary with a party in Sunset Park on Dec. 13. 

BLOW THEIR HORN
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943 Coney Island Avenue, Bklyn, NY 11230

646-494-7227
www.Atlassteak.com

Atlas Steakhouse

Pop the Champagne
with Atlas Steakhouse

The perfect food, the perfect mood

We off er a 
generous 

amount of food 
for a reasonable 

price 

Pick a Party Plan 
that works for you!

You have an event? 
We have the 

ideal location 
and menu 
to die for!

Whatever your event,
we’ve got it covered!

OPEN CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS DAY
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
SAT, DEC 12

SPORTS, BROOKLYN 
NETS VS LOS ANGE-
LES CLIPPERS: $40–
$4,000. 5 pm.

SUN, DEC 13
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS NEW 
JERSEY DEVILS: $70–
$1,350. 5 pm.

MON, DEC 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS ORLANDO 
MAGIC: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, DEC 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS FLORIDA 
PANTHERS: $25–$935. 
7 pm.

WED, DEC 16
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS MIAMI HEAT: 
$22–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, DEC 18
MUSIC, DEADMAU5: With 

Pusha T. $55. 7 pm.

SAT, DEC 19
SPORTS, CBS SPORTS 

CLASSIC — NORTH 
CAROLINA VS UCLA 
AND KENTUCKY VS 
OHIO STATE: $60–
$675. 1 pm.

SUN, DEC 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MINNESOTA 
TIMBERWOLVES: $20–
$3,000. 1 pm.

MON, DEC 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. ANA-
HEIM DUCKS: $70–
$1,750. 7 pm.

TUE, DEC 22
SPORTS, ACC/A10 DOU-

BLEHEADER: $30–$50. 
1 pm.

WEDS, DEC 23
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DALLAS 
MAVERICKS: $35–
$4,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, DEC 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. WASHING-
TON WIZARDS: $35–
$4,000. 4 pm.

SUN, DEC 27
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. TO-
RONTO MAPLE LEAFS: 
$35–$1,500. 6 pm.

MON, DEC 28
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $25–
$130.50. 7:30 pm.

THU, DEC 31
MUSIC, JIMMY BUF-

FETT AND THE CORAL 
REEFER BAND: $65–
$500. 9 pm.

SAT, JAN 2
SPORTS, HARLEM GLO-

BETROTTERS: $26-
$194. 2 pm and 7 pm.

SUN, JAN 3
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. DALLAS 
STARS: $135–$1,750. 
5 pm.

MON, JAN 4
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. BOSTON 
CELTICS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

WED, JAN 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. TORONTO  
RAPTORS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, DEC. 11
MENORAH LIGHTING: 

Come to the lighting of the 
world’s largest menorah 
every night of Hanukkah. 
Celebrate with live music, 
hot latkes, and gifts for 
children. Free. 3:30 pm. 
Grand Army Plaza (Union 
Street between Flatbush 
Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope). 

CARROLL GARDENS TREE 
LIGHTING: Celebrate the 
holiday season with your 
neighbors! Enjoy live music 
and food and drink from 
local businesses; Santa will 
give out donated toys to 
children. Free. 6–7:30 pm. 
The Human Compass Gar-
den [Columbia and Sackett 
streets in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 243–9302]. 

GINGERBREAD PARTY: 
Children 5 years and older 
enjoy a pizza party and 
get everything needed to 
build a gingerbread house. 
Reservations required. 
$50 ($10 for additional sib-
lings). 6 pm. The Art Room 
(8710 Third Ave. at 87th 
Street in Bay Ridge). 

SAT, DEC. 12
FUND RAISER, WORLD’S 

LARGEST CONGA LINE 
ON ICE: Join this attempt 
to set the world’s record 
for the longest ice-skating 
conga line. Ticket price 
includes skate rental, and 
will benefi t the American 
Cancer Society. $15. 10 
am. LeFrak Center at Lake-
side [171 East Dr. at Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 462–0010], www.
lakesidebrooklyn.com. 

THEATRE, “THE HARD 
NUT”: The Mark Morris 
Dance Group presents a 
1970s take on the holiday 
classic. $25. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

THE VIENNA BOYS CHOIR: 
“Christmas in Vienna” fea-
tures young musicians per-
forming holiday standards. 
$36-$45. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. be-
tween Amersfort and Ken-
ilworth places in Midwood, 
(718) 951–4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

SUN, DEC. 13
MUSIC, 2015 FREE HOLIDAY 

CONCERT: A selection of 
holiday favorites, along 
with an Irving Berlin med-
ley. Free. 2 pm. Kingsbor-
ough Community College 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5000], 
www.kbcc.cuny.edu. 

CRAFT ROOM: Get creative 
with a variety of materials 
and make a Jewish themed 
project. Free with museum 
admission. Noon–5 pm. 
Jewish Children’s Museum 
[792 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Kingston Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 907–8833], 
www.jcm.museum. 

GRAND MENORAH LIGHT-
ING: Join us at our Public 
Menorah Lighting with 
singing, Chanukah gelt, 
and a souvenir. 3:30pm. 
$13 ($10 seniors). 3:30 pm. 

Jewish Children’s Museum 
[792 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Kingston Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 907–8833], 
www.jcm.museum. 

SPORTS, NEW YORK RIVET-
ERS HOME GAME: The 
Riveters take on the Con-
necticut Whales. $20. 6:30 
pm. Aviator Sports and 
Events Center [3159 Flat-
bush Ave. in Floyd Bennett 
Field in Marine Park, (718) 
758–7500].  

MON, DEC. 14 

MUSIC, MARTIN MC-
QUADE’S “SONGS OF 
CHRISTMAS”: Free. 7–10 
pm. Yellow Hook Grille 
[7003 Third Ave. at Oving-
ton Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 238–1089]. 

COMEDY, STAND UP AND 
SING!: Comedians perform 
their sets and then do ka-
raoke. Hosted by Brandon 
Scott Wolf and Lynn Bixen-

span. $10 ($8 in advance). 9 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

TUES, DEC. 15
READING, JEREMY SORESE: 

Jeremy Sorese’s debut 
long-form graphic novel 
of futuristically epic pro-
portions, “Curveball,” 
juxtaposes the mechanical 
breakdown of the world 
against a compellingly 
quiet and human tale. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com.

THEATER, “ANNIE”: A Tony-
winning musical about a 
plucky orphan. $30–$75. 
7:30 pm. Kings Theatre 
(1027 Flatbush Ave. be-
tween Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com.

WED, DEC. 16
THEATER, “SANCHO — 

AN ACT OF REMEM-
BRANCE”: A one-man 
show of the true story of 
Charles Ignatius, the fi rst 
man of African origin to 
cast a vote in Britain, and 
the African-British com-
munity in England in the 
1700s. $25. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
visit/buildings/bam-fi sher. 

MUSIC, FIRE BREATHING: A 
new quartet of wind play-
ers performing collabora-

Off with his head: DJ and notable mask-wearer Deadmau5 will 
spin along with Pusha T and Slonk Donkerson (among others) 
at Barclays Center on Dec. 18. Associated Press / Robert Altman

A Hard day’s night: The Mark Morris Dance Company performs 
“The Hard Nut,“ its 1970s-style, gender-bent variation on 
“The Nutcracker” starting on Dec. 12. Stephanie Berger
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“MARLO THOMAS DELIVERS ONE OF THE FUNNIEST 
AND MOST TOUCHING PERFORMANCES IN YEARS!” 

Joan Hamburg, WABC Radio

“THOMAS AND MULLAVEY NAIL LAUGHS AND REGISTER HEARTACHES. 
JOE DiPIETRO IS A KEEN HUMORIST WHO ‘GETS’ THIS THING CALLED LOVE.” 

Roma Torre, NY1

“A FUN NIGHT!” 

Hoda Kotb, The Today Show

“A COMEDY GEM. 

YOU WON’T STOP LAUGHING!” 
Showbiz411

Joan Hamburg, WABC Rad

by

TRO
directed by

DAVID SAINJOE D

GOOD OLD-FASHIONED ENTERTAINMENT! 
A THROWBACK TO THE BROADWAY COMEDIES OF THE 1960’S. 
MARLO THOMAS GIVES AN EMOTIONALLY AUTHENTIC AND TOUCHING PERFORMANCE.

Charles Isherwood,  

“

” 

tive, improvisational music. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

THURS, DEC. 17
TALK, BAY RIDGE JEWISH 

CENTER BOOK CLUB: A 
discussion and analysis of 
“People of the Book” by 
Geraldine Brooks. Refresh-
ments served. $5. 7 pm. 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
[8025 Fourth Ave. between 
80th and 81st streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
3103], www.brjc.org. 

FILM, “SWEET DREAMS” 
SCREENING AND DRUM 
PERFORMANCE: A special 
screening of the docu-
mentary about Rwanda’s 
fi rst-ever ice cream shop, 
following by a discussion 
with the fi lmmakers and a 
special drumming perfor-
mance by the Gathering 
Project Drummers. With 

refreshments from Blue 
Marble Ice Cream. $35. 7 
pm. Roulette Theater at 
the YWCA of Brooklyn (30 
Third Ave. at State street 
in Boerum Hill). 

FRI, DEC. 18
CONCERT, CHRISTMAS OR-

ATORIO: Grace Chorale of 
Brooklyn presents Bach’s 
movements in Parts 1, 3 
and 6. $15 ($12 students 
and seniors). 7 pm to 9 pm. 
St. Paul’s Church (199 Car-
roll St. in Carroll Gardens), 
www.gracechorale.org. 

THEATER, “THE MAMET 
CHRISTMAS CAROL”: 
What if foul-mouthed Pu-
litzer Prize-winning play-
wright David Mamet were 
to adapt Charles Dickens’ 
classic story? Find out in 
this free show! Free. 8 pm. 
Ange Noir Cafe (247 Varet 
St. between White and 
Bogart streets in Bush-
wick), www.angenoircafe.
com. 

SAT, DEC. 19
WHISKEY, WAFFLES, AND 

WORKSHOP: Participate 
in a hands-on workshop 
and learn how to make 
two sets of coasters while 
drinking whiskey and eat-
ing waffl es. Includes a 
demonstration and all 
materials to make two 
types of coasters. $27. 11 
am. New York Distilling 
Company (79 Richardson 
St. between Leonard and 
Lorimer streets in Williams-
burg). 

RED HOOK STORY ON THE 
QUAD HOLIDAY: Cel-
ebrate Hanukiah, Kwanzaa, 
Christmas and the Three 
Kings Day with stories 
about the days, toy give-
aways for children to 13 
years old and light refresh-
ments. Free. 11 am to 3 
pm. Red Hook Recreation 
Center [155 Bay St. at Clin-
ton Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 722–3211], www.ny-
cgovparks.org. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12TH 2015

ROCK AND ROLL
Karaoke Fun Night

FEATURING

CARY WEINER
AS THE KING OF  
ROCK AND ROLL

ELVIS PRESLEY

FOR MORE INFO AND ADVANCE TICKETS CONTACT:
Bay Ridge Jewish Center  |  718.836.3103  |  Email: office bric.org

405 81st St. Brooklyn, NY 11209

DJ / KARAOKE / DANCING
BUFFET / CASH BAR
DOOR OPEN AT 8 PM

$25 ADVANCE

$30 AT DOOR

A  J E W I S H  T R A G E D Y
Written By & Starring BRAD ZIMMERMAN

8TH SMASH
MONTH!

Mon 7pm, Fri 7pm, Sat 2 & 7pm, Sun 2pm • $45 Mezzanine • $60 & $65 Orchestra • $99 VIP 
TWO DRINK MINIMUM (Drinks start at $6 per)

Stage 72 - Triad Theatre
158 West 72nd St., New York City

Box Office: 212-868-4444 • Groups (12+): 212-400-6800
MySonTheWaiter.com

“Delicious! Distinctly Original and  
Powerfully Poignant. Great Comedy!”  

“LIKE BILLY CRYSTAL’S 700 SUNDAYS!” 
– Jewish Week

“EASILY THE FUNNIEST SHOW TO HIT OFF-BROADWAY!” 
– The Forward

“LAUGH YOUR TUCHAS OFF!” 
– Huffington Post 

              

“I’VE HAD
THREE GREAT

OPENING ACTS
 IN MY LIFETIME: 

BILLY CRYSTAL, 
GARRY SHANDLING, 

AND 
BRAD 

ZIMMERMAN.”
– Joan Rivers
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We accommodate up to 100 guests  Buffet or sit down
Off-premise catering available 

Open 7 days for lunch & dinner

Free delivery 5–10:30 p.m.

Late Night Menu til 1 a.m.

Private Party Room

For party info call: 

718-238-9260

SUNDAY & MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

SATURDAYFRIDAYTHURSDAY

DRINK & APPETIZER 
SPECIALS ALL DAY

PRE FIXE MENU $2995

SOUP OR SALAD
18 OZ. N.Y. STRIP STEAK

DESSERT, COFFEE

HAPPY HOUR 5–8PM

DJ 10PM

PRIME RIB NIGHT

DJ 10PM

TACO TUESDAYS
PITCHER’S OF SANGRIA OR 

MARGARITAS $15

½ PRICE BURGERS

KARAOKE 7–10PM

WATCH ALL FOOTBALL HERE

NOW 
TAKING

RESERVATIONS 
FOR

HOLIDAY 
PARTIES 

HEY, HEY, HEY!  RUN, DON’T WALK, 
TO THE FUNNIEST FEEL-GOOD COMEDY ON BROADWAY!

“ONE OF THE BEST COMEDIES 
OF THE PAST QUARTER CENTURY. 

IT’S BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE 
I HEARD AN AUDIENCE LAUGH AS HARD AS IT DID. 
I LAUGHED TOO AND SO WILL YOU!  

IT’S SO FUNNY!” 
- THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

TELECHARGE.COM or 212-239-6200
 CORT THEATRE, 138 W. 48TH ST.  • SYLVIABROADWAY.COM

“���� 
CRITICS’ PICK!
  THIS BREEZY, FRISKY 

COMEDY IS A JOY!”
  – TIME OUT NEW YORK

“ANNALEIGH ASHFORD, 
as the labradoodle title character, 

establishes herself as  A FULL-FLEDGED STAR!” 
- NEW YORK MAGAZINE

“DANIEL SULLIVAN’s 
production of A.R. GURNEY’s play 
is WARM and BITINGLY FUNNY!” 

- ROMA TORRE, NY1

“STUPENDOUSLY FUNNY!  
MATTHEW BRODERICK and 

JULIE WHITE, TWO EXPERT 
COMIC ACTORS, are PERFECT!” 

 - THE RECORD

“A HOWLING SUCCESS!
 SYLVIA IS 

A WELCOME TREAT! 
ROBERT SELLA is HYSTERICAL!”

– ASSOCIATED PRESS
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SEASON’S              EATINGS            E

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 
Noon–3:30 pm, $12.95 p.p. 

Toast to Our Past, Cheers to Our Future

For reservations call (718) 833-6666 

8201 Third Ave.  Brooklyn, NY 11209  www.pearlroombklyn.com

Brooklyn’s Most Awarded Restaurant

Ring in the New Year with Us 
Make this the  “Last Bash “ at the Pearl Room

We are moving this February to our new location 8518-3 Ave. 
Now taking reservations for New Year’s Eve. So come party for the last dance....

6, 7 & 8 pm seating $59 p.p. - includes 4 Course Dinner 
10 pm “Dinner & Party“ $145 p.p. - includes 4 Course Dinner, OPEN BAR, 

Champagne Toast And DJ all night! 

Buy a loved one a Gift Certifi cate, 
Let them be the First at the New Home of Brooklyn’s 

Most Awarded Restaurant

OPEN ALL HOLIDAYS 
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ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Lobsters By The Ton!
 Cooked & Fresh Shrimp  Lobster Tails  Calamari

 Seafood Salad  Fresh Fish  Clams  Oysters
 Pei Mussels  Baked Clams  Fresh Lobster Meat

 Live Crabs and More!

JORDAN’S RETAIL MARKET
OPEN FOR THE HOLIDAYS

7AM – 7PM
12/10/15 THROUGH 12/31/15

Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

Visit us on the web at 

kennedysbreezypoint.com

For more information and reservations call 

718-945-0202

Open Christmas Eve & New Years Eve 
Closed Christmas Day

Reserve 
Now 

For Holiday 
Parties!

Join us at Bella Gioia for New Year’s Eve
NEW YEAR’S EVE MENU

9 PM – 1 AM SEATING | 5 COURSE PRIXE-FIXE | $85 PER PERSON*

 ALA CARTE PRICE
AMUSE BOCCHE PANKO CRUSTED SICILIAN OLIVE WITH GOAT CHEESE N/A

1ST COURSE
FRITTO MISTO SARDINES, SHRIMP, AND CALAMARI 15

2ND COURSE (CHOICE OF)
RIGATONI ALLA NORMA EGGPLANT, CHERRY TOMATOES, MOZZARELLA & RICOTTA SALATA 18
LOBSTER RAVIOLI LOBSTER CRÈME BISQUE AND TRUFFLE FOAM 21

3RD COURSE 
BEET SALAD 15

4TH COURSE (CHOICE OF)
FILET MIGNON MASHED PARSNIP AND GLAZED CARROTS WITH A WHITE BALSAMIC VANILLA GLAZE 30
GADDINA DI CASA ROASTED FIRED CHICKEN, VEGETABLE COUS-COUS, BLACK TRUFFLE SAUCE 23
FILET OF RED SNAPPER EGGPLANT CAPONATA, LEMON-ROSEMARY PRESERVE, VINEGARETTE 28

5TH COURSE (CHOICE OF)
CASSATA 10
MINI CANOLLI 8
TORTA STRATTO 11

CHAMPAGNE TOAST, COFFEE AND SOFT DRINKS INCLUDED, ADD $35 PER PERSON FOR OPEN BAR
TAX & GRATUITIES NOT INCLUDED

*6 – 8:30 SEATING ALSO AVAILABLE  
4 COURSE PRIXE-F IXE | $65 PER PERSON

209 4th Avenue (corner of Union St.) | 347-223-4176 | BellaGioiaNYC.com

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS  
FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES AND CORPORATE GATHERINGS   

                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS                

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Happy Holidays to all our Friends & Customers
Now Accepting Reservations 

for Christmas Eve and “Day”, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day

WE OPEN AT 12PM ON NEW YEARS EVE
A Special Menu will be served for New Year’s Eve from 4pm to 12pm

Now Booking Holiday Parties
OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 12PM ON FOR LUNCH & DINNER
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                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS               

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR RESERVATIONS 929.295.8179 or email info@windsorroasthouse.com 

Visit our website for menu options www.windsorroasthouse.com      Host your holiday party or corporate event with us! 
Please check out our website for on and off premises catering options

JOIN US
FOR

THE HOLIDAYS

RESERVE NOW
!

426 SEVENTH AVENUE, PARK SLOPE

Christmas Eve
Prix-Fixe Special

Reservations Available 5-11pm
$34.95 per person

(plus beverages, tax and gratuity)
Includes Windsor Table Accompaniments and 

3 Course Meal with Choice of Starter, Entree and Dessert 
(Children’s Menu Available)

New Years Eve Bash
9pm–12:30am

$75 per person (plus tax and gratuity)
Includes:

3 Course Meal with Choice of Starter, Entree and Chef’s Dessert 
(Children’s Menu Available)

Full OPEN BAR

3 TV Screens and Outdoor Projector
*beverages charged as consumed 12:30am–2:30am

 

 
               

 

Christmas Eve Dinner
$38+ Tax & Gratuity

Choice of Appetizer
Caesar Salad
Dinner Salad 

Fried Calamari 
Seafood Salad 

Lasagna Bolognese 
Soup du Jour 

Choice of Entrée
 Shrimp Scampi, Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter 

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 

Boneless Breast of Chicken Francaise
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Angel Hair Pasta (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5 oz. Filet, 5 oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni 

Choice of Dessert
Ice Cream or Sherbet 

Chocolate Mousse 
Tiramisu 

Cheesecake 
Fresh Fruit Plate 

Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA

KIDS MENU
Fresh Fruit

Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries

Ice Cream Or Chocolate Mousse

$1695 
Per Child

+Tax & Gratuity 

New Years Eve Celebration
Choice of Appetizer

Lasagna Bolognese  Stuffed Mushrooms
Soup Du Jour  Fried Calamari

 Grand House Salad  Caesar Salad

Choice of Entrée
Roast Pork Loin

Served with Baconkraut Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered Sautéed with White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Shrimp Scampi

Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut  (Add $12.00)

Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails (Add $12.00)
Two Tails Served with Drawn Butter

Surf & Turf (Add $12.00)
5 oz. Filet – 5 oz. Tail Served with Drawn Butter  

All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Chocolate Mousse  Assorted Ice Cream  Cheesecake 

Tiramisu  Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel

MIDNIGHT PARTY
9:30 or 10:00 pm seating

Featuring 
Tommy Andersen & DJ Neil

OPEN BAR
Dancing, Hats, Noisemakers 

Champagne Toast
Starting at

$85.00 p.p.+ tax & tip

NEW YEARS EVE
Early Seatings

Starting at
$38.00 p.p.+ tax & tip

Call For Reservations

NEW YEARS DAY
Brunch, 12pm - 3pm
Dinner, 3pm - 8pm

GreenhouseCafe.com
Valet Parking

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke

every Monday and 
Wednesday 8 pm 

Original
Thursdays 8 pm

Live Music
All Weekend718 -989 -8952
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Kouros Bay Diner

3861 Nostrand Ave. (Off Ave. Z) Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-743-5776 or 5777

                

Merry Christmas
and  a 

Happy New Year  
to all 

From The Giannakouros Family

Open All Day Christmas 
and New Year’s Day... 

Closed 9:00pm Christmas and New Year’s Eve

718-769-4754 • 718-769-7474

LET US CATER YOUR
HOLIDAY GET TOGETHER

TURKISH RESTAURANT
2623 East 16th St., Brooklyn 

RH

Order Online at
www.mygyro.com

FREE DELIVERY
11am–11pm 

($15 minimum depending on location)

Open 7 Days a Week
11am–midnight

Open Bar, Cocktail Hour with Passed 
Hors D’oeuvres & Pasta Station, Surf & Turf Dinner

Champagne Toast at Midnight, 
Dessert & Coffee, DJ, Hats, Noisemakers...

CALL FOR INFO

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 
CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

DATES AVAILABLE IN OUR BANQUET ROOMS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES
30–200 PEOPLE

INQUIRE ABOUT BUCKEY’S 3 HOUR COCKTAIL PARTY 
$40 PER PERSON

For information and reservations 718-998-4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS                
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BY BRANDON MAUK
Taysir Mack rewarded his 
teammates’ faith in him with 
Grand Street’s fi rst-ever city 
championship win.

The Wolves were fourth 
down and fi ve to go at Eras-
mus Hall’s 35-yard line with 
less than two minutes to play 
and just a two-point lead dur-
ing the Public School Athletic 
League City Conference foot-
ball championship at Yan-
kee Stadium on Dec. 5. Coach 
Bruce Eugene wanted to punt, 
but the entire offense rallied 
behind star receiver Taysir 
Mack, Eugene said.

“They told me ‘Nah, coach, 
give the ball to Taysir,’ ” Eu-
gene said. 

And Mack didn’t disap-
point.

Quarterback Sharif Har-
ris-Legree found him for a 
fi ve-yard reception at the 30-
yard line that picked up just 
enough for a game-sealing 
fi rst down.

The play allowed second-

seeded Grand Street to hold 
No. 6 Erasmus Hall to 28–26 
and win the school’s fi rst-ever 
championship.

Mack hadn’t caught a sin-
gle pass in the second half, 
but Eugene and the rest of the 
Wolves put their faith in him, 
he said.

“Coach said, ‘It’s on you. 
We catch this, we win’,” said 
Mack, who hauled in a total 
six passes for 92 yards.

The Wolves (13–0) com-
pleted a perfect season by 
sticking to their guns — Eu-
gene leaned on a Harris-
Legree-and-Mack passing at-
tack in the fi rst half and then 
went to his running game and 
defense after the break.

“They believed in each 
other, and they played for each 
other, and they got the job 
done,” said Eugene, who be-
came the fi rst African-Ameri-
can coach to win the crown.

Erasmus Hall fell short in 
the fi nal for the second consec-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
A mega-star is born.

Danny Jacobs used three 
big right hands and a few 
lighting-quick fl urries to 
earn a dramatic technical 
knockout of Peter Quillin 
at 1:25 of the fi rst round in 
a World Boxing Association 
middleweight title bout in 
front of a 8,443-strong crowd 
at Barclays Center on Dec. 5. 
The Brownsville boxer and 
cancer survivor saw the pre-
viously unbeaten Downtown 
denizen Quillin stagger after 
a hard right-hander in the 
fi rst round and never let up. 
Jacobs could see in Quillin’s 
eyes that he was hurt, so he 
rushed his staggering oppo-

nent, throwing punch after 
punch after punch.

“When I came in with the 
heavy shot, I knew I hurt 
him,” Jacobs said. “Then I 
went in for the kill.”

Quillin (32–1–1, 23 knock-
outs) escaped for a moment, 
but Jacobs (31–1–0, 28 knock-
outs) landed two more hard 
rights to Quillin’s left tem-
ple and watched him stumble 
into the ropes. Quillin wob-
bled, and his eyes glazed over 
as he rose. Referee Harvey 
Dock stopped the fi ght. Quil-
lin never took a knee to com-
pose himself. 

“I was able to catch him 
with the right, and I seen his 
eyes,” Jacobs said. “It looked 

like his  equilibration  was off. 
So I just corralled him and 
threw big shots.”

Quillin saw no contro-
versy in the stoppage and felt 
the referee had his long-term 
health in mind.

“Harvey was defi nitely do-
ing his job,” he said. 

Jacobs’ aggression quickly 
ended a fi ght that was two 
years in the making. He has 
been calling out Quillin, the 
former World Boxing Orga-
nization champ, in hopes of 
landing a fi ght that would 
help his career and settle 
the battle for who is the best 
fi ghter from Brooklyn.

Promoter Lou DiBella 

Continued on page 54

Continued on page 54

• ‘They played for each 
other and they got the 
job done.’

• ‘No matter how many 
times I say it ... I’m 
getting better.’

— Coach Bruce Eugene on Grand Street’s win — Heather Hardy on her recent win

STAR IS BORN: Danny Jacobs used three big right hands and a few light-
ing quick fl urries to earn a dramatic technical knockout of Peter Quillin 
in a World Boxing Association middleweight title bout at Barclays Center 
on Dec. 5.  Photo by Steve Schnibbe

CHAMPS: The Grand Street players celebrate the school’s fi rst ever Public School Athletic League City Confer-
ence football crown. Photo by Robert Cole

Jacobs’s star rises after 
fi rst-round TKO of Quillin

Big Mack: Star receiver seals title win
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Y ou don’t have to like 
Grand Street, but that 
doesn’t change the 

history it made winning its 
fi rst city championship.

“Through all our ups 
and down, trials and tribula-
tions, everything came down 
to this,” said Grand Street 
coach Bruce Eugene. “My 
kids fought. They clawed. 
They scratched. It was well 
worth it.”   

The Wolves feed off play-
ing the villain, fully embrac-
ing it. The coaches wear all-
black hoodies that say “NY’s 
Most Hated” with pride.  

The boisterous Eugene 
enjoyed his championship 
moment by grabbing televi-
sion microphones after his 
clubs’ 28–26 victory against 
Erasmus Hall at Yankee 
Stadium on Dec. 6, swaying 
back and forth, and yelling 
“At the end of the day, it says 
28–26 — 28–26 Grand Street!” 
as his team chanted along. It 
was the Wolves’ fi rst-ever 
title, and Eugene is the fi rst 
African-American coach to 
win one at the league’s high-
est level.

His team didn’t get there 
by playing nice or making 
popular choices.

Eugene took heat for all 
the transfers he brought in, 
including senior quarter-
back Sharif Harris-Legree 
from Fort Hamilton. The 
coach was suspended two 
games for breaking the 
league’s rules regarding 
scrimmages when his club 
played Jersey’s Pope John 
Paul XXII Academy at Rut-
gers University. 

Most recently, he and the 
school took fl ak for allow-
ing senior Rahmel Ashby 
to play after police arrested 
the running back on Oct. 30 
on gun possession charges. 
Ashby, who was eligible to 
play by league academic and 
attendance rules, was also 
arrested in April 2014 for at-
tempted murder, court re-
cords show.

“It’s always daggers,” 
Eugene said. “If it ain’t one 
thing it’s another thing.”

Eugene praised how 
Ashby (24 carries, 116 yards) 
played after the story broke 
days before the big game.

“You saw the way he ran 
the ball,” he said. “Every-
thing else was blocked out. 
He played his tail off.”

Eugene should be more 
concerned with Ashby’s 
actions off the fi eld — and 
teaching the young man a 
lesson by sitting him and 
showing there are conse-
quences for your actions, 
whether he is eventually 
found innocent or not. That 
is the very essence of high 
school sports.

But that wasn’t Grand 
Street’s operation during its 
undefeated season.

It overcame Harris-
Legree sitting out two games 
over eligibility issues. It 
overcame 14 penalties for 
141 yards to beat defending 
champion Abraham Lin-
coln in the regular season. 
Grand Street got the benefi t 
of an offensive pass interfer-
ence call against Curtis that 
wiped away a potentially 
game-winning touchdown in 
the semifi nals after 15 total 
Wolves penalties. 

Nothing mattered in the 
end, thanks to the team’s 
unity. 

“When everyone wants 
the same thing, it’s easy,” re-
ceiver Taysir Mack said.

Things ended exactly as 
planned, and what others 
are saying matters less now 
than ever. The celebration at 
Yankee Stadium ended with 
Eugene — trophy in hand — 
singing “We are the Champi-
ons” with his coaches as he 
walked of the fi eld. 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Park Slope’s boxing rabbi got 
an early Hanukkah gift on 
Saturday.

Former world super welter-
weight champion Yuri Fore-
man earned a unanimous de-
cision victory   — 77–75 on all 
three scorecards — over Len-
wood Dozier in his fi rst fi ght 
in more than two years at Bar-
clays Center on Dec. 5. He left 
the sport after a series of inju-
ries and became an Orthodox 
rabbi during his hiatus.

Foreman chose to get back 
between the ropes after miss-
ing his fi rst love of boxing, 
and now he is looking to make 
another run at a title. The 
35-year-old said a knee injury 
kept him from performing at 
100 percent when he lost the 
belt to Miguel Cotto in 2010 — 
now he wants to see what he 
has left. 

“I miss what I do,” Fore-
man said. “I missed the whole 
process, the whole routine. I 
want to get another crack at 
the title.” 

Foreman felt ring rust 
early, and a few heavy Dozier 
shots caught him fl ush, but 
Foreman shed the cobwebs in 
the later rounds and landed 
enough hits to take home the 
victory. Foreman is happy to 
be back.

“I liked the whole process, 

butterfl ies and all that,” he 
said. “It was a good feeling to 
experience again.”

Wait worth it for 
Hardy

Heather Hardy scored a 
unanimous 80–72, 80–72, 79–73 
victory over Noemi Bosques 
after waiting more than seven 
hours to get into the ring. The 
rematch of a fi ght Hardy won 

by split decision back in May 
was a swing bout originally 
scheduled fourth but which 
didn’t go on until after the 
main event because of time 
constraints. Hardy had to ad-
just.  

“I was so nervous, because 
I was tired,” she said. “I was 
falling a sleep in the dressing 
room.”

BY BRANDON MAUK
There was no dramatic come-
back this time. 

The sixth-seeded Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt football team 
used a last-minute fake fi eld 
goal to reach the fi nals, but 
there was no 11th-hour specta-
cle in the championship game. 
The team’s quest for a second-
straight title ended with a bit-
ter, 42–14 loss to No. 2 Truman 
in the Public School Athletic 
League Bowl Conference 
championship at MCU Park on 
Dec. 5. Still getting there was 
an accomplishment in itself, 
one player said.

“No one thought we were 
going to come back here and 
play again,” senior ReJohn 
Williams said. “I’m proud that 
we actually did make it here.”

Roosevelt managed just 
one offensive touchdown all 
game, and Truman shut down 

quarterback Nadir Hassan 
and the Cougars’ potent rush-
ing attack. It put the team in a 
36–8 hole and left coach Paul 
Klyap impressed with the new 
champs.

“We were pulling out some 
pretty tough games [all year], 

and it just ran out on us,” he 
said. “They’re good. Truman 
was good. I give all the credit 
to them.”

Truman jumped out to a 
16–0 lead in the second quar-
ter. Roosevelt responded with 
a nine-play, 74-yard drive 
capped by a six-yard touch-
down pass from Hassan to Re-
John Williams with 43.8 sec-
onds left.

Just as it looked like the 
Cougars squad was turn-
ing the tables, Truman stole 
the momentum right back. 
Roosevelt (10–4) attempted to 
boot the ensuing kickoff away 
from Truman’s main returner 
Ramon Jefferson, but Mus-
tangs quarterback Imotep 
Cromer took it and went the 
distance for a 72-yard touch-
down return. Just like that, 
Truman (12–1) led by two 

GONE: Franklin Roosevelt’s Re 
John Williams runs for a big gain 
against Truman. Photo by Robert Cole

BACK IN GLOVES: Yuri Foreman returned to the ring ater a two-year 
hiatus to take on Lenwood Dozier. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Boxing rabbi victorious 
after two-year sabbatical

Cougars fall in quest for title 

Wolves enjoy 
playing villains 

to the end

Continued on page 54

Continued on page 54
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Hardy (15–0–1) showed no ill effects once she 
got between the ropes. The Gerritsen Beach na-
tive was aggressive and accurate and showed a lit-
tle more pop throughout the eight rounds. Hardy 
was pleased with her elusiveness — it shows how 
much she continues to grow as fi ghter, she said.

“No matter how many times I say it — man 
these girls don’t believe it — I’m getting better,” 
Hardy said.

B’klyn fi refi ghter snuffed
Will Rosinsky couldn’t fully size up Joe Smith 

Jr. The Crown Heights fi refi ghter did not build 
off a strong start and lost a unanimous decision, 
98–92, 97–93, 96–94, to the bigger and harder-hit-
ting opponent in a light heavyweight bout.

“His size played a role in the later rounds,” the 
5-foot-8 Rosinsky said. “He’s a big guy, a tough 
guy. He had a lot of little elbows, hitting right at 
the belt line, which was smart. The refs didn’t 
catch it.”

Rosinsky (10–3, 10 knockouts) won the fi rst 
two rounds by out-boxing the lanky, 6-foot Smith. 
He was aggressive, attacked the body, and landed 
some well-timed combinations.

“The plan the whole time was to pretty much 
out-box him,” Rosinsky said. 

The fi ght changed after Smith (20–1, 16 knock-
outs) landed a sharp right in the fourth round. 
Smith began connecting with numerous hard 
shots. A solid right in the fi fth opened up a deep 
cut over Rosinsky’s left eye that hampered him 
the rest of the bout.

“When the blood goes in your eye, it kind of 
blurs your vision,” he said. “I kept wiping it to get 
it out of my eye.”

Wilder to defend championship
The fi rst heavyweight title fi ght ever at Bar-

clays Center will take place on Jan. 16. American 
Deontay Widler, who wants to unify the division, 
will put his World Boxing Commission belt on 
the line against a to-be-determined opponent. It 
will also be the undefeated Wilder’s fi rst bout in 
Brooklyn, and he can’t wait to show off his tal-
ents in front of Kings County fans.  

“I’m looking forward to it,” Wilder said. “A 
lot of things happened in my career at the right 
time. It’s time. This is the next step for me in my 
career.”   

Continued from page 52 

BOXING

utive season and the third 
time it its last four appear-
ances.

But Grand Street had 
no trouble scoring in the 
early going. Harris-Legree 
got Grand Street off to a 
fast start with three touch-
down passes on three 
of the Wolves’ fi rst four 
drives. He joins his broth-
ers Jeff Legree (Fort Ham-
ilton) and Chris Legree 
(South Shore, and now also 
a Grand Street assistant 
coach) as a public school 
champion.

He threw a 25-yard score 
to Kyle Brisfere, another 
for 28 yards to Ahmed Bah 
late in the fi rst quarter, 
and a third to Mack from 
three yards out early in the 
second. The fi rst trip to the 
end zone gave the team the 
momentum it needed.

“Once we got that fi rst 
touchdown, we knew we 
were rolling,” said Harris-
Legree, who was 15-for-22 
passing for 202 yards.

Erasmus (10–4) re-
sponded to each of Grand 
Street’s fi rst three scores. 
Aaron Grant threw an 
eight-yard touchdown to 
Daevon Alvarez on fourth 
down late in the second 
quarter to cut the Wolves’ 
lead to 22–20. Grant posted 
183 yards of total offense 
and three scores.

Grand Street closed out 
the half with a perfect two-
minute drive that Legree 
capped with a nine-yard 
touchdown with 15 sec-
onds left to make it 28–20. 
The Wolves’s defense got 
the job done from there.

Grand Street muffed a 

punt that E-Hall’s Jahquel 
Webb recovered midway 
through the third quarter. 
He scored a play later on an 
eight-yard touchdown pass 
from Grant. But the Wolves 
denied Dejouree Addison’s 
two-point conversion at-
tempt to keep Grand Street 
ahead 28–26. Erasmus head 
coach Danny Landberg 
questioned the ref’s call, 
believing Addison didn’t 
fall short.

“He scored,” Landberg 
said.

The Dutchmen had 
one more chance when 
the team moved the ball 
to Grand Street’s 14-yard 
line midway through the 
fourth quarter, but two 
Wolves tackles for a loss 
and a failed play on fourth-
and-21 kept Erasmus off 
the board.

“Very frustrating, but 
we play the game — there’s 
got to be a winner and 
there’s got to be a loser,” 
Landberg said. “We keep 
on fi ghting to the next day. 
We’ll be back.”

Grand Street’s Rah-
mel Ashby, who fi nished 
with 116 yards on the day 
helped move the ball into 
Dutchmen territory. The 
senior running back was 
playing while out on bail 
— he faces attempted mur-
der and gun possession 
charges in two separate 
cases from this year and 
last.

Mack brought him and 
the rest of his teammates 
back to Brooklyn happy 
with his game-sealing 
grab.  

“I just wanted to come 
through in the clutch for 
my team,” Mack said. “I 
knew I had it. My team was 
confi dent in me.”

Continued from page 51 

MACK

SPEEDSTER: Grand Street’s Rahmel Ashby ran for 116 yards in the 
City Conference football title game. Photo by Robert Cole

said Jacobs is more than Brooklyn’s best after 
his display of speed, accuracy, and power.

“He’s a big star,” DiBella said. “He is one of 
the best middleweights in the world.”

Jacobs said he wasn’t sure if he was a super-
star.

But the results don’t lie.
The victory is Jacobs’s third title defense and 

the most impressive of the bunch. It puts him 
in the running for a championship unifi cation 
bout in the future against International Boxing 
Federation champ Gennady Golovkin, World 
Boxing Council title holder Saul “Canelo” Al-
varez, or World Boxing Organization champion 
Andy Lee. Jacobs is willing to fi ght any of them 
and is open to taking on the Irish fi ghter Lee 
around St. Patrick’s Day.

“I feel like I am on fi re now,” Jacobs said 

“I’m willing to take on the best.”
He had to wait until he was a champ himself 

to get a shot at Quillin, a fi ghter he has been 
friendly with since their days fi ghting in the 
Golden Gloves. Jacobs is willing to give him a 
rematch, but Quillin may not immediately take 
him up on that.

Quillin, who is 1–1–1 in his last three fi ghts, 
took the defeat in stride. He’s a husband and 
father, so having it happen at this point in his 
career allowed him to be humble in defeat and 
look at the big picture.

“I don’t want to talk like this is the end of 
‘Kid Chocolate,’ ” he said, referring to his box-
ing nickname. “It’s just a different plan that I 
didn’t know about.”

And Jacobs’s stock continues to soar. Others 
talk about him as the sport’s new superstar, but 
Jacobs doesn’t see himself that way just yet.

“I still have a lot to prove,” he said. “I’m 
a young champion. I’m the new kid on the 
block.”

Continued from page 51 

JACOBS

scores at halftime — and Roosevelt was never the 
same after that. 

“That killed us. That really hurt,” Klyap said. 
“We got the ball on the ground like we wanted to, 
and it just didn’t happen.”

Roosevelt attempted an onside kick to open 
the second quarter, and Williams appeared to 
have recovered it, but the ball stayed with Tru-
man. Cromer and George Obesaki each scored 
third-quarter touchdowns to push the Truman 
lead to 36–8.

The Cougars got back on the board with an 82-

yard kickoff return and touchdown by Williams 
midway through the third, but the offense never 
got fully going.

Williams tried a trick play, but Hassan threw 
an interception to safety Damone Bailey. The 
next and fi nal possession ended in the same fash-
ion, this time in the red zone — Bailey picked off 
Hassan inside the 20.

Ten Cougars seniors closed out their careers 
with the loss, but they remain proud of the suc-
cess they have had the last few years, which in-
cluded the school’s fi rst title. 

“We never gave up on each other,” Williams 
said. “We’re always going to be here even after 
the season. We’re going to be here for each other 
no matter what.” 

Continued from page 52 

TRUMAN

HEAT OF THE MOMENT: Heather Hardy scored a unani-
mous victory over Noemi Bosques after waiting more than 
seven hours to get in the ring. Photo by Steve Schnibbe
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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