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Locals say Ocean Ave’s 
trashy vendors must go

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Cops must crack down on il-
legal street vendors who are 
trashing a section of Ocean 
Avenue, frustrated locals say.

The dirty dealers leave a 
mess of clothes, old suitcases, 
and garbage after their un-
sanctioned Saturday fl ea mar-
kets, neighbors say.

“At the end of the day they 
leave the place a dump,” said 
one neighbor who wished to 
remain anonymous for fear of 
reprisal from the brazen bro-
kers. “It’s an eyesore. They 
leave clothes, all sorts of bric-
a-brac, and trash on the side-
walk.”

The vendors set up be-
tween Voorhies Avenue and 
Shore Parkway in front of a 
senior care facility and a shut-
tered medical clinic on the 
side of the avenue closer to 
Gerritsen Beach. Some even 
use the medical clinic’s aban-
doned parking lot as their per-
sonal repository for trash and 
unsold wares, he said.

Photos taken on Dec. 5 
show a vendor dumping trash 
over the fence and others leav-
ing trash behind on the side-
walk at the end of the day. Bro-
ken lawn chairs, milk crates, 

and suitcases line the inside 
of the parking lot fence, pho-
tos show.

Offi cers from the 61st Pre-
cinct gave the vendors the 
move-along last year at the 
behest of Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay) 
after  locals complained to 
this paper . Deutsch’s offi ce 
has not received complaints 
lately about the market, but he 
will take up the crusade once 
again, he said.

“I will defi nitely address 
the police department if 
there’s an issue again,” he 
said. “[Vendors] left a tre-
mendous mess in front of the 
senior center there before po-
lice moved in on it last year. 
Many seniors had trouble get-
ting to the center because they 
were climbing over trash and 
boxes.”

Locals have lodged fi ve com-
plaints for dirty or obstructed 
sidewalks on the block since 
2010 — but none this year, pub-
lic records show. Others have 
called 311 complaining of il-
legal vending, false advertise-
ment, and price-gouging at 
the address over the last fi ve 
years, according to a 311 com-

Continued on page 10

BY COLIN MIXSON
This dog had his day — in 
court!

A Gerritsen Beach man 
who allegedly tricked his 
neighbor’s  basset hound 
Snoopy into swallowing a 
sharpened bone in an attempt 
to kill the pooch now has to 
cough up money for vet bills 
and court fees, a judge or-
dered on Nov. 16. The ornery 
neighbor tried every trick in 
the book to fool the court, but 
the judge found his dog-and-
pony show hard to swallow, 
the pet owner said.

“All they did was lie, and 
lie, and lie,” said Snoopy’s 

owner, Frank Battaglia. 
“The judge picked up on it. 
They were making up all 
kinds of things, saying lies, 
but we beat them so bad it 
wasn’t funny.”

Civil court judge Richard 
Montelione awarded Batta-
glia $338 in damages for vet-
erinarian bills and court 
fees after Battaglia provided 
a video showing his Canton 
Court neighbor  kicking the 
treacherous treat under a 
fence that separated the feud-
ing neighbors’ properties . 
He also provided a vet’s testi-
mony attesting to the bone’s 

Continued on page 10

DOGGED: Basset hound Snoopy, 
the victim of an attempted bassas-
sination, has recovered. File photo

Judgment goes to the dog

THE FLEA 
FLICKERS

Mike Demartino and Mike Bruno hoofed it to Our Lady of Grace’s tree-lighting celebration on Dec. 
5 dressed for the occasion. The plush pair enjoyed the church’s biggest-yet ceremony along with 
hundreds of other Gravesenders. For more, see page 12.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Taking holidays by the horns
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BY MAX JAEGER 
AND RUTH BROWN

Coney Island and Red Hook 
public housing residents will 
have to wait longer than ex-
pected before the city replaces 
temporary boilers that have 
been heating their homes 
since Hurricane Sandy, the 
agency’s head told this paper.  

The New York City Hous-
ing Authority is still waiting 
on $3 billion the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
promised it more than a year 
ago, though Coney Island will 
be the fi rst to feel the heat, be-
cause the authority got the 
feds to pre-approve construc-
tion plans, she said.

“As soon as we receive 
the federal funding, we will 
begin construction for the 
permanent replacement of 
those boilers,” said housing 
authority chief executive of-
fi cer Shola Olatoye in a sit-
down with Community News 
Group’s editors. “There’s an 
agreed list of scope items that 
they have pre-approved, and 
therefore they will advance 
money to us faster. Coney Is-
land was the fi rst one that we 
had agreed on with them.”

The authority has shelled 
out $3 million a month for 
temporary boilers in 16 
Sandy-affected developments 
including the Carey Gardens 
and O’Dwyer Gardens devel-

opments in Coney Island and 
the borough’s largest, the Red 
Hook Houses, since late 2012, 
according authority heads’ 
testimony before Council last 
year. 

The agency initially used 
coal-fi red heaters rented from 
Southern states, but replaced 
them with gas-powered ones 
when the coke-burning boil-
ers lacked the muscle to power 
through New York winters.

Housing offi cials testifi ed 
the temporary boilers would 
be in place until the middle of 
2016, but construction takes 
between 12 and 18 months, 
and the authority doesn’t ex-
pect federal money until next 
year — meaning it likely 
won’t complete installing per-
manent heaters until Janu-
ary 2017 at the earliest.

“Because this is govern-
ment, it’s never quite easy,” 
Olatoye said.

When the reconstruction 
is done, developments will 
be more storm-resistant than 
before — with new security 
doors and cameras to boot, 
she said.

“We’re not just building 
them back where they were, 
all of the designs have raised 
boilers,” she said. “And it’s 
not just about the boilers. 
We’re putting in new security 
doors and wiring and CCTVs 
— really sealing the building 

from potential future weather 
events.”

Olatoye also spoke about 
a number of other issues fac-
ing Brookyln’s public housing 
residents, as well as what the 
underfunded authority is do-
ing to catch up on $17 billion 
in backlogged repairs.

Co-habitation
Olatoye offered new details 

on the authority’s  contro-
versial plan  to let developers 
build 500 market-rate and so-
called “affordable” units on 
land at Boerum Hill’s Wyck-
off Gardens houses — which 
she said are currently in need 
of $40 million in repairs.

The scheme  had many res-
idents fearful that they would 
eventually be pushed out  
when the authority notifi ed 
them of it via robocall in Sep-
tember — Olatoye described 
their response as “dynamic” 
— and as a result, she said 
the authority has extended its 
“engagement” process with 
residents into the fi rst quar-
ter of 2016, which will ulti-
mately determine where the 
new housing goes.

Olatoye said they are cur-
rently deciding between sites 
that currently house parking 
garages and a fenced-off va-
cant lot on the corners of the 
property.

The authority will start 

accepting proposals from de-
velopers around July of next 
year and will pick one by the 
end of next year. 

The building process, how-
ever, will take much longer, 
she said. The developer’s pro-
posal will have to go through 
a lengthy public review pro-
cess — which will go through 
the community board and 
Council — in addition to the 
authority’s own review. 

It will be at least two years 
“before there is a shovel in 
the ground” Olatoye said, and 
potentially even longer if the 
review drags on.

Expect to see more hous-
ing properties across the city 
get similar treatment over 
the next decade. Olatoye said 
she understands why people 
are worried about losing open 
space on the properties, but it 
is a luxury the near-bankrupt 
agency can no longer afford.

“It was a luxury we had to 
have that kind of space,” she 
said. “We’re looking at seas of 
red in terms of how this place 
is operating.”

Still offl ine
The city still hasn’t se-

lected a contractor to set up 
promised free wifi  at the Red 
Hook Houses, Olatoye said — 
even though the high-speed 
internet is supposed to start 

THE COURIER LIFE INTERVIEW: SHOLA OLATOYE

The members of Community News Group’s editorial team sat down with New York City Housing 

Authority commissioner Shola Olatoye last Friday for a more than hour-long interview discuss-

ing the challenges facing the country’s largest landlord. The following is a breakdown of her take 

on the authority’s situation in Brooklyn, where boilers need to be replaced, and land on which 

some of the so-called “projects” sit is being primed for development. 

Continued on page 19
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By Dennis Lynch

This liturgy is not to be taken liter-
ally.

Medieval village idiots are forced 
to cobble together their own Christmas 
Mass following their beloved pastor’s death 
in Dzieci theatre group’s “Fool’s Mass” pro-
duction coming to three Brooklyn venues 
in December. The play is part comedy and 
part worship, but it is completely immersive 
— the village idiots are illiterate and need 
the audience’s help getting through the ser-
vice, the show’s director said.

“There is no fourth wall,” said Matthew 
Mitler. “We seat people, give them sheets 
of music, and ask them to pray with us. But 
we’re village idiots — we can’t read — so 
the audience helps us with readings, filling 
out the nativity scene, and in the end, its 
something we’ve all done together.”

The play starts as soon as audience 
members walk in the door, where they 

will find a cast of physically and mentally 
handicapped peasants patiently waiting for 
their priest, who took them in and trained 
them as a choir, to start Mass, Mitler said. 
The choir finds out the plague has claimed 
the priest, but they refuse to go home, and 
instead decide to put together their own 
Mass — except no one can agree how to 
do it, he said.

Hijinks abound as the group quarrels 
over how to break bread for commu-
nion and what rituals happen when. The 
actors improvise much of the dialogue and 
action, making use of the altar and fixtures 
available wherever they are performing, 
Mitler said.

Each fool has his or her moment in the 
spotlight, whether that is telling a hastily 
thrown-together story of Jesus’s birth or, 
in some cases, sabotaging the rest of the 
group over disagreements. But singing the 
hymns their late pastor taught them unifies 

the group, and with help from the audience, 
they eventually get through the Mass.

Mitler and his Dzieci colleagues wrote 
“Fool’s Mass” in 1998 to explore the mean-
ing behind the rituals of worship.

“We asked ‘What is a Catholic Mass? 
What is it on a deep level?’ ” he said. “We 
thought the best way to approach that was 
to do it from the perspective of complete 
innocence, without much of a goal in 
mind, sort of as a child.”

“Fool’s Mass” is fiction, but after writ-
ing the play, Mitler discovered that some 
European medieval villages held yearly 
festivals to mock the local bishop and the 
Catholic Church as a way of easing frustra-
tions with the powerful religious authorities 
that dominated Europe at the time. Mitler 
incorporated one of the songs people sang 
at those festivals into the play, but said 
“Fool’s Mass” is anything but a mockery.

“It’s not about making fun of anything,” 

he said. “It’s trying to explore and find the 
deepest levels of human nature.”

Dzieci has performed the play at church-
es, religious conferences, and homes for 
both mentally and physically handicapped 
people. The response has been overwhelm-
ingly positive, even if some folks were 
skeptical at the outset, Mitler said.

“People have all kinds of ideas,” he said. 
“We’ve had people angry at the beginning of 
the play, but by the end, they’re hugging us.”

“Fool’s Mass” at St. Johns-St. Mathew-
Emanuel Lutheran Church (283 Prospect 
Ave. between Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope) Dec. 13 at 7 pm; at Seeds 
Brooklyn (617 Vanderbilt Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and Bergen Street in 
Prospect Heights) Dec. 18 at 7 pm and 
9 pm; at Sure We Can (219 McKibbin St. 
between Bushwick Avenue and McKibbin 
Court in Bushwick) Dec. 19 at 7 pm. www.
dziecitheatre.org. $10.

‘Fool’s Mass’ a comedic take on Catholic liturgy

Judge not: The players in Dzieci’s “Fool’s 
Mass” have a hard time agreeing about 
anything, but the group coalesces beautifully 
when it comes time to sing the hymns the late 
pastor taught them. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Flip service
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Mayor DeBlasio must re-tool 
his plan to force developers to 
create affordable housing, be-
cause the scheme won’t help 
low-income residents who 
need it most, says the city’s top 
accountant.

The citywide proposal is 
too broad, said Comptroller 
Scott Stringer, and offi cials 
should instead tailor it to spe-
cifi c neighborhoods.

“One-size-fi ts-all doesn’t 
work for all New York City,” 
said Stringer, who hit out at 
the mayor’s plan last week. 
“We must fi nd ways to ensure 
community-based develop-
ment is the way we move for-
ward together.”

DeBlasio’s so-called Man-
datory Inclusionary Housing 
proposal would require devel-
opers seeking to rezone land to 
set aside a certain percentage 

of the units they build there at 
below-market-rate rent. 

Developers would have 
the option of dedicating one-
quarter of new developments 
to households making around 
$46,620 a year — for a fam-
ily of three — or 30 percent of 
units for households earning 
around $62,160.

This is the same whether 
they are building in Canarsie 
or Chelsea.

The city categorizes house-
holds earning such wages as 
“low-income,” because they 
are lower than what the rich-
est half of households earn.

But the way those fi gures 
are determined is inherently 
fl awed, Stringer said.

The income thresholds are 
based on the so-called “area 
median income” — the median 
wages of the fi ve boroughs and 
high-earning suburban Put-

nam, Westchester, and Rock-
land counties. As a result, 
households can be making less 
than half of the median — cur-
rently $77,700 a year — and yet 
still way more than those who 
are really struggling in some 
Brooklyn neighborhoods. 

Bushwick and parts of 
Williamsburg, for example, 
boast median incomes of just 
$36,000 and $40,000, census 
data shows.  Assigning hous-
ing for households earning 
$62,160 puts it out of reach of 
those who currently live in 
Bushwick and are most at risk 
of having to leave due to rising 
rents , residents told this paper 
last month. 

In Coney Island and Sea-
gate, an area poised for devel-
opment, the median is a scant 
$23,324 — just 30 percent of the 
seven-county median.

The city contends that it 

has other ways of creating 
housing for the lowest earn-
ers. 

In East New York — which 
the city plans on rezoning 
and using as a testing ground 
for mandatory inclusionary 
housing — it is offering con-
struction subsidies for devel-
opers who create buildings 
with only below-market-rate 
rents for three-person house-
holds earning between $23,350 
and $38,850, a fi nancial report 
shows. The city could use such 
subsidies in other areas in the 
future, a mayoral spokesman 
said.

But even the more fl eshed-
out East New York proposal 
relies too heavily on assump-
tions about how developers 
— who are ultimately out to 
make a profi t  — will behave, a 
Stinger spokesman said.

“This rezoning proposal 

provides no sites, no develop-
ers, and no details,” Stringer 
spokesman Eric Sumberg 
said. “The difference between 
a plan and a goal is that plans 
have details, whereas goals 
are merely aspirational.”

The mandatory inclu-
sionary housing proposal 
is currently making its way 
through public review. Com-
munity boards have weighed 
in — 10 voted against the mea-
sure, six supported it, and one 
board abstained. The borough 
board — composed of Borough 
President Adams, representa-
tives from the 18 community 
boards, and council members 
— also voted against the pro-
posal 20–1 with two absten-
tions. The City Planning Com-
mission is now reviewing the 
plans before passing them on 
to Council for a vote some time 
in early 2016.

Stringer: Many Brooklynites make too little to benefi t from mayors’ houses

ALL FOR NONE: Many Brooklynites won’t be eligible for new, “affordable” apartments now being proposed by 
Mayor DeBlasio (top right). This map shows that many living in the borough’s poorest neighborhoods make less 
than 60 percent of the so-called “area median income” — putting them out of the running for the discounted 
living spaces, according to Comptroller Scott Stringer (right).  Community News Group / Dennis Lynch

Comptroller: Affordable for whom?

Wages as a percentage of 
the “area median income” 
($77,700 for a family of three)

30 percent ($23,000)
75 percent ($58,275)
100 percent ($77,700)
130 percent ($101,010)
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
Ho, ho, hoot!

Ridgites heralded the holidays with 
a Christmas tree lighting and some ex-
ceptional caroling at Owl’s Head Park 
on Dec. 1. There was a jolly mood in the 
air at the riverside park on 68th Street, 
even though rain made for a chilly and 
wet night, according to one reveler.

“The rain didn’t dampen spirits 
— people were out there to watch the 
community light the tree, check out 
the decorations, and see Santa Claus,” 
said Paul Cassone, who heads the Guild 
for Exceptional Children and lead the 
school’s chorus during the lighting.

Around two dozen chorus members 
belted out the group’s 15-song repertoire, 
which included traditional carols such 
as “Noel” and “Silent Night” and mod-
ern tunes such as “Jingle Bell Rock” and 
“Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town.”

And Santa Claus did, in fact, make 
it to town — after a slight delay be-
cause of air traffi c — to the delight of 
younger attendees, who gave him wish 
lists and posed for photos with the jolly 
gift giver.

Folks from the Bay Ridge Manor kept 
everyone warm with a steady supply of 
hot cocoa, and the Owl’s Head Horticul-
ture Group handed out cookies.

Ridge park a nest of holiday cheer 

‘TIS THE REASON: Folks weathered a wet 
and cold night for the seasonal spectacle. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

EXCEPTIONAL VOICES: Roberta Lopez, center, and the rest of the Guild for Exceptional 
Children chorus capped off the tree lighting with some sweet tunes. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Owl be home 
for Christmas

Why travel all over 
when the best 

orthopedists are 
in Brooklyn?

Maimonides. Specializing in 
minimally invasive procedures.

At the Maimonides Bone & Joint Center, we’ve earned

a national reputation for the entire spectrum of 

orthopedics. Count on us for your hand and wrist 

injuries, spine and back problems, knee and hip 

replacements, sports medicine, and more. Our 

orthopedic team focuses on easing your pain and 

getting you back to your active lifestyle faster. 

Put your bones and joints in the best hands…

right here in Brooklyn.

(718) 635-5555   ■ whymmc.org
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BY COLIN MIXSON
These kids will be glowing for 
days — eight, hopefully.

The Kings Bay Y in Sheep-
shead Bay kicked off Hanuk-
kah on Dec. 6 with fun and 
games for kids that were bet-
ter than good — they were 
great, a parent said.

“I would say calling it a 
good time is an insult,” said 
Levi Pavlovsky, who brought 
his kids Adelle and Danielle. 
“My daughter certainly did 
not want to leave.”

Kids got to partake in arts 
and crafts, a bounce house, 

and even Krav Maga — a mar-
tial art invented by the Israeli 
Defense Force, according to 
Pavlovsky.

The proud father of two said 
he can’t wait to enroll his kids 
in the Y’s self-defense class, al-
though at 9 months and 2 years 
old, they have some growing 
up to do before they can start 
their combat training.

“I told my wife I want to en-
roll them as soon as possible, 
but they need to be able to sit 
and train for a solid 45 min-
utes without being distracted 
by a squirrel,” he said.

Kids also got to meet Dis-
ney mascot Mickey Mouse and 
“Sesame Street” star Elmo.

Pavlovsky celebrates all 
eight nights of Hanukkah with 
one event or another, and the 
Kings Bay Y’s fete is a great 
way to get kids excited for the 
holiday, he said.

“I like the introduction of 
putting that excitement in my 
kid, like, ‘Yes — fi nally — Ha-
nukkah is here,’ ”  the pious 
pop said. “And then once that 
excitement is there, we try to 
keep it going throughout the 
holiday.”

LIGHT IT UP!: (Left) Rabbi Shlomo Segal lights the fi rst candle at the 
Kings Bay Y’s Hanukkah bash. (Center) Kaia Roytberg and Jonathan Smo-
lyar tied for fi rst place in the donut-eating contest. (Above) Danielle Pav-
lovsky cuddles with special guest Elmo. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

A shamash smash!

by Michael Mulgrew
President,  
United Federation of 
Teachers

Cities and school 
districts across the 
country have tried a 
range of strategies 
to deal with the 
problems of poor 
children and strug-

gling schools. Under former Mayor Bloomberg, 
New York City relied on a “shutdown” strategy, 
eventually closing 150 schools, including some 
that the Bloomberg administration itself had cre-
ated.

While Bloomberg’s cheerleaders lauded his 
approach, the fact is that many of our schools 
– both older ones and those started during 
Bloomberg’s tenure – continue to struggle.

In contrast, the de Blasio administration has 
listened to teachers and members of school com-
munities. We know that it is difficult, but strug-
gling schools can succeed – if provided the proper 
support and resources, and a team approach that 
brings all a school’s stakeholders together.

The city’s new Renewal program, created with 
input from stakeholders, is designed to focus on 
some of the neediest schools in the system. Early 
returns show that many of these schools have sta-
bilized and in some cases are started on the road 
to improvement.

Students in these schools start out with deficits. 
Nearly 20 percent are English Language Learners 
and almost a quarter are classified as special edu-
cation. Thousands live in shelters or are doubled 
up with relatives. Many are hungry, lack winter 
clothes, or have medical needs, including glasses 
and hearing aids. Many have parents who are 
unemployed or who work long hours at minimum-
wage jobs.

Teachers at these schools see these problems 
not as excuses, but as issues that need to be 
addressed to ensure that all kids have an equal 
opportunity to learn.

Renewal schools are being paired with non-profit 
agencies to deliver services like health care and 
counseling to students and their families. What’s 
more, the nearly $400 million the administration 
is investing in these schools over the next three 
years includes funds for hiring teachers, academic 

coaches, social workers and other professionals, 
along with professional development for the staff 
on the skills necessary to work with children fac-
ing these challenges.

While in 2013-14 nearly one-third failed to meet 
targets for student achievement, the 2014-2015 
School Quality Report shows that now 87 percent 
of the renewal schools are moving in the right 
direction, measured by better attendance, more 
family involvement and other criteria. As a group, 
they showed gains in both reading and math on 
state tests.

Many of these schools have a long way to go. 
Turning them around is difficult, particularly in 
the face of years of cutbacks and systemic indif-
ference. These schools will require a multi-year 
strategic intervention built on sound education 
practice, including custom-tailored supports for 
each school’s particular needs. With its Renewal 
program, New York City is taking on tough work 
that no one in the country has attempted before 
on this scale.

Renewing Struggling Schools

United Federation of Teachers
A Union of Professionals
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
Police released a sketch of a brute they 
say broke a 65-year-old man’s hip and 
wrist during a 92nd Street altercation 
on Nov. 13. 

The attacker and his victim, who 
are apparently strangers, got into an 
argument near Fort Hamilton Park-
way in Bay Ridge around 9 am, but it is 
unclear what they were arguing about, 
police said.

The aggressor pushed the elderly 
victim to the ground, which broke the 
oldster’s hip and wrist, offi cials said. 
He fl ed the scene shortly after in a Ford 
F-150 pickup truck, according to cops. 
The victim went to Staten Island Uni-
versity North Hospital, police said.

The suspect is between 40 and 50 
years old and has brown, wavy hair, 
according to law enforcement sources.

Police are asking anyone with in-
formation regarding the incident to 
call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577–8477. 
The public can also submit tips by log-

ging onto the Crime Stoppers website 
at www.nypdcrimestoppers.com or by 
texting tips to 274637 (CRIMES) then 
entering TIP577.

BY DENNIS LYNCH
A gunman killed a guy in a Seventh 
Avenue restaurant in Sunset Park on 
Dec. 7.
Police arrived at the Popeyes near the 
corner of 61st Street at 9:37 pm and 
found the victim with gunshot wounds 
to the head, torso, and right arm, police 
reports state. Offi cials identifi ed the 
victim as 68-year-old Yingguan Chen 
of W. Ninth Street in Bensonhurst. 
Emergency responders transported 
Chen to Lutheran Medical Center 
where doctors pronounced him dead, 
police said. Photos from the scene 
show blood-soaked napkins and a pool 
of blood left on a chair and table at the 
restaurant where Chen sat.

It is not immediately clear what mo-
tivated the slaying, law enforcement 
sources said.

PUSHY: A police sketch of the suspect. NYPD

A BLOODY SCENE: A pool of blood stands where a 68-year-old man was shot and killed 
inside a Popeyes chicken restaurant on Dec. 7.  Photo by Mark Mellone

Popped at Popeyes

Ridge senior attacked

SPECIAL LOW RATE!
R A T E S  A S  L O W  A S

%5.95 APR*

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org

Use promo code: BKC

 

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher 

based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll 

deduction as method of repayment. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will 

increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment 

through payroll deduction or direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 

monthly payments of $19.31 on each $1,000 borrowed at 5.95% APR. Rates 

and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. 

Membership is required.

To meet your important or  
unexpected needs:

Bill consolidation or family expenses

New appliances, furniture or household goods

Tuition or other education expenses

MCU  
Personal Loans –   
a simple solution.

TAPED OFF: The Seventh Avenue eatery 
where a gunman killed a 68-year-old Ben-
sonhurster on Dec. 7. Photo by Mark Mellone
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Breakthrough FDA Approved 
Treatment For Gum Disease

MARINE PARK PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC

2272 Hendrickson Street Brooklyn, NY 11234 
www.MarineParkPerio.com

—CALL FOR YOUR CONSULATION TODAY—

LANAP laser gum treatment that 
can zap away Gum Disease! 
If you suffer from bleeding gums 
we have treated hundreds of cases 
with no cutting and no sutures and 
the results are incredible, minimal 
discomfort and fast healing.

LANAP
Laser Assisted

New Attachment Procedure
The alternative to scalpel & suture gum surgery

*First & only FDA Approved laser gum treatment procedure.

ALL-ON-FOUR
DENTAL IMPLANTS

Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services.

Cleaning Completed By 1/15/16    Promo Code: DEC2
asthma & allergy friendly™��������	
���
����������
��������
��������	�������

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

ANY CLEANING SERVICE

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY

AREA RUG  |  24HR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES
1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

20   OFFFleet

Accounts

Welcome

SAL’S TRANSMISSIONS
Quality & Honesty

Check Engine 
Light On?
Winterize your vehicle Early
FREE Diagnostic
Towing Available
Extended Warranties Welcome
4x4 Specialist

www.salstrans.com

MONTH WARRANTY 
UNLIMITED MILES ON 
TRANSMISSION REBUILT12

 
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Big bullies
Some brutes robbed a teen while 

he was walking home from school on 
Eighth Avenue on Dec. 2, police said.

The robbers intercepted their 
mark near the corner of 62nd Street 
around 4:30 pm. One started going 
through the victim’s pockets and an-
other hit him in the back of the head, 
the victim told cops. The nogoodniks 
got his iPhone and fl ed, police said.

Caught snoozing
Someone stole a man’s backpack 

containing his laptop and phone 
while he was asleep on the N train 
on Nov. 24.

The victim hopped on a Coney-
bound N train in Manhattan around 
1:30 am. He put his backpack on the 
seat next to him and fell asleep. 

He woke up at the Fort Hamilton 
Parkway station and saw that some-
one had swiped his bag, along with a 
$1,500 laptop and iPhone 6 that were in 
it, according to a police report.

Smash-and-grab
A burglar broke into a home on 

Bay Ridge Avenue while his victim 
was at work on Dec. 3.

The victim left his apartment 
between Sixth and Seventh ave-
nues around 9 am and came back 
around 4:20 pm to fi nd his door was 
jammed shut. Once he fi nally got 
into the apartment, he saw someone 
had turned the place upside down. 
A window was damaged, a tell-tale 
sign of forced entry, according to po-
lice. 

The burglar got away with an 
iPad, $800 in cash, two watches, 
some gold and silver certifi cates, 
and some $2 bills the victim col-
lected. 

Ugg!
Someone broke down a door and 

cleared a 65th Street home of clothes 
and cash on Dec. 1, according to po-
lice.

The victim left the house be-
tween 13th and 14th avenues around 
8:30 am, and when he came back 
at 5:30 pm, he found his door and 
door frame were heavily damaged. 
He also found someone had taken 
clothes, $200 in cash, and a pair of 
Ugg boots. — Dennis Lynch

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Home horror
A brute broke his way into a 

woman’s 76th Street home on Dec. 
6, where he beat the homeowner be-
fore taking her valuables.

The victim told police she was 
inside her home between 16th and 
New Utrecht avenues at 12:05 am 

when the suspect busted a basement 
window and slunk inside. 

The victim tried to physically 
arrest the home invader, but only 
managed to earn herself a black eye 
for the effort, cops said. The scoun-
drel ended up making off with a 
North Face jacket and $300, accord-
ing to police.

Kids these days
Three teens beat and robbed a 

52-year-old man on Avenue O on 
Dec. 6, taking his cash and cell-
phone.

The victim told police he was 
heading home from the train be-
tween W. Fourth and W. Fifth 
streets at 8:05 pm when the delin-
quents jumped him. The terrors 
punched the man in the face, before 
looting $500 and the phone from his 
pockets, cops said.

Fat sack
Two bandits ambushed a man on 

Bay Parkway on Dec. 4 and stole his 
phone and backpack.

The victim told police he was 
between 85th and 86th streets at 
4:30 am when the two rapscallions 
slunk up from behind him. One of 
the crooks snatched the bag off his 
back, while the other thief slugged 
him in the face, before the duo fl ed 
on foot, cops said.

Pit stop
Two thieves stole a man’s bag 

and phone at knifepoint on Avenue 
S on Dec. 1.

The victim told police he was be-
tween W. 11th and W. 12th streets 
at 11:40 pm when the dastardly duo 
piled out of a red car and pressed a 
knife to his face. The thieves then 
took the man’s bag and phone, be-
fore jumping back in their ride and 
squealing off, according to police.

Motor home invasion
A carjacker stole a man’s ride af-

ter breaking into his Bay 10th Street 
apartment and stealing the keys on 
Dec. 4.

The victim told police that the 
lout broke into his home between 
Bath and Cropsey avenues at 6:30 
pm through a rear door. The snake 
grabbed the victim’s car and house 
keys, waltzed out into his driveway, 
and sped off with his car, cops said.

Clean getaway 
A burglar ransacked a man’s 

80th Street home on Dec. 6 while the 
man was taking a shower.

The victim told police that he 
was attending to his personal hy-
giene inside his home between 18th 
and 19th avenues at 8:15 pm, while 
the nogoodnik was busy tearing his 
bedroom apart in search of loot. 

By the time the victim had dried 
off, the rogue had fl ed through a 
window with $900 and a designer 
handbag, cops said,

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Ski patrol
Cops are hunting two 16-year-old 

punks who they say beat and robbed 
another boy on Oceanview Avenue 
on Nov. 30.

The victim told police that he was 
between Brighton Sixth and Brigh-
ton Seventh streets at 2 pm when 
two crooks wearing black ski masks 
approached him on the street.

“Give me your phone, or I’ll 
jump you with my boys,” one of the 
thieves snarled. 

The delinquents then slugged 
the victim in his kisser, before grab-
bing his phone and headphones, 
cops said.

Kindly thieves
A gun-wielding cretin and two 

accomplices robbed a man on Brigh-
ton Second Street on Dec. 1.

The victim told police he was near 
Brightwater Court at 8:25 pm, when 
the trio approached him and asked 
for the time. As the victim pulled 
out his phone, one of the crooks drew 
a silver pistol, while the other two 
goons turned out the victim’s pock-
ets in the pursuit of loot. 

The bandits were kind enough 
to return the victim’s wallet after 
plucking the cash out of it, and fl ed 
with the money, a cellphone, and 
ear buds, cops said.

Six pack
Six would-be thieves attempted 

to rob a 75-year-old woman on W. 
12th Street on Dec. 2, but fl ed empty-
handed after the old lady screamed 
bloody murder.

The victim told police that she 
was between Neptune and Surf av-
enues at 5 pm when the pack of cads 
approached. One of the miscreants 
drew a razor blade, while the re-
maining goons went to lift the wom-
an’s handbag from a cart she was 
pushing. 

But the victim bellowed a cry of 

such magnitude that the startled 
louts fl ed empty-handed, cops said.

Easy pickings
Two teens robbed a 14-year-old 

boy on Brighton Sixth Street on 
Dec. 3.

The victim told police that he 
was between Neptune Avenue and 
Ocean Parkway at 2 pm when the 
toughs ambushed him.

One grabbed him from behind, 
while the other reprobate snatched 
the phone from his pocket, cops 
said.

Cab crooks
Two gunmen robbed a 67-year-

old cab driver on W. 35th Street on 
Dec. 6.

The victim told police that he 
picked up the marauders on Foster 
Avenue near Coney Island Avenue, 
and was all set to drop them at their 
destination near Surf Avenue at 1:10 
am. That’s when the ruffi ans pulled 
a pistol on the old taxi driver, and 
uttered a chilling threat.

“Give me the money, or I’m 
gonna kill you,” the pistol-wielding 
perp snarled.

The victim duly handed over his 
wallet, which contained $160 and 
his taxi license, cops said.

Stalked
A gun-wielding pirate robbed a 

woman inside the hallway of a W. 
12th Street apartment building on 
Dec. 6.

The victim told police that the 
cad followed her into the elevator of 
the building between Neptune and 
Surf avenues at 9:55 pm.

As she exited on the 16th fl oor, 
the thief grabbed her, spun her 
around, and shoved a pistol in her 
face, cops said. 

The gunman then demanded 
she kneel on the fl oor, while he ran-
sacked a bag she was carrying, tak-
ing $30, according to police.

— Colin Mixson

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Wrong delivery
Two brutes stripped a delivery 

man of $200 in cash and his phone 
after a delivery on E. 26th Street on 
Dec. 2, authorities said.

The victim told police he had 
just fi nished a delivery around 10:20 
pm near the corner of Avenue U 
when the two jumped him. One held 
him from behind while the other 
punched him in the face — leaving 
him with a black eye — and went 
through his pockets, cops reported. 

They took his iPhone 6S and $200 
in cash, then ran down E. 26th Street 
towards Gravesend Neck Road, ac-
cording to a police report.

— Dennis Lynch
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The Mount Sinai 
Head and Neck Institute 
Now in Bay Ridge
The Department of Otolaryngology-Head and 

Neck Surgery at Mount Sinai is proud to introduce its 

new Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, satellite offi  ce of 

its Head and Neck Institute. 

This marks the fi rst facility in Brooklyn dedicated 

to the care of head and neck cancers, skull base 

tumors and thyroid and salivary diseases. 

Our multidisciplinary team includes experts in: 
� Facial reconstruction
� Head and neck oncology (oral/throat/sinus cancers)
� Sleep apnea surgery 
� Oral and maxillofacial surgery 
� Endoscopic skull base surgery
� Robotic surgery 
� Thyroid and salivary gland diseases and cancers

 We welcome questions from our patients and 

referring physicians and look forward to off ering 

the best possible head and neck care in our 

state-of-the-art facilities.

Bay Ridge Offi  ce
9020 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-951-9007
www.mountsinai.org/entbayridge 
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BAY RIDGE 

SHEEPSHEAD BAY 

CENTRAL BROOKLYN 

BAY RIDGE MEDICAL COMPLEX 

LEFFERTS MEDICAL COMPLEX 
HEARING CENTERS
DOCTORS OF AUDIOLOGY

BROOKDALE UNIVERSITY 
HOSPITAL 

Join us for our special 

EDUCATIONAL  SEMINAR  
ON HEARING LOSS

Refreshments Provided

 
   for the  
       holidays

hear

Call today to schedule your complimentary consultation!

718.513.9701 LibertyHearingCenters.com

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
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sinister design, Battaglia said.
“The vet said it was made intention-

ally to kill him,” he said.
Battaglia recovered the bone in 

Snoopy’s throat after the dog began 
choking and panicked, Battaglia said.

“Snoopy takes the bone, starts bit-
ing on it like a dog would do, then he 
starts choking,” he said. “He’s trying 
to run, but he was tripping over — he 
was dying.”

Neighbor Donald Borbell claimed 
that he was kicking a busted lawn 
mower in the damning surveillance 
footage — not shoving an improvised 
choking device under the fence.

The Battaglia and Borbell famlies 
have been fi ghting like cats and dogs 
for years over an unpaid debt that 
Battaglia says Borbell’s daughter owes 
him. The pair duked it out on televi-
sion’s “People’s Court” more than 
three years ago, but the judge ruled 
against Battaglia in the debt dispute.

Since than, Snoopy has been lit-
erally caught in the cross fi re of the 
Hatfi eld-and-McCoy-style feud — Bor-
bell allegedly whipped rocks at the 
hound, according to Battaglia. Bor-
bell claimed he mistook the 65-pound 
hound for a squirrel, but Battaglia 
called the notion ridiculous.

“I told the judge, how can you mis-
take a squirrel for an adorable basset 
hound,” Battaglia said.

Borbell paid the $338 in damages 
and looks forward to putting the mat-
ter behind him — the litigation has ex-
asperated his dementia, his wife said.

“My husband is a sick man — he 
has dementia, and the more this is 
prolonged, the more he has to visit the 
doctor,” she said. “This is getting to be 
a little bit ridiculous.”

Borbell is not a pooch poacher — in 
fact the family loves dogs, his wife said.

“My husband is not a killer,” Mary 
said. “We have dogs of our own. That’s 
about all I can say. My husband is not 
a murderer.”

Instead, Battaglia is a serial litigant 
whose house is lined with a dozen sur-
veillance cameras that impose upon 
her privacy, Borbell’s wife said.

She then threatened to sue this 
newspaper for exasperating her hus-
band’s medical condition.

“If I have to get a doctors note again, 
now I’m going to put have to put a sum-
mons out to your newspaper,” Mary 
said.

Meantime, Snoopy is healthy and 
hasn’t let the run-in with Borbell sour 
his affection for humans, Battaglia 
said.

“He is so friendly,” he said. “When 
he sees a person a half-block away, his 
tail starts wagging.”

Battaglia said he plans to donate 
the award to the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

“What the evil hand dished out to 
Snoopy, now his check will help other 
animals,” he said.

Continued from cover

DOG

plaint database.
The medical facility sold two years 

ago, according to a real estate broker 
that sealed the deal. The new owners 
apparently don’t care about the mess at 
the moment, but they will once new les-
sees move into the building, he said.

“It’s hard to control what goes on 
there now, because there’s no one us-
ing the space,” said Arsen Atbashyan 
of Commercial Acquisitions. “What-
ever happens now they really don’t 
care, but we think shortly things 
should be moving over there, whether 
that’s new construction or moving 
into the space, that’s up to the lease-
holders, but something will happen 
with the space.”

Continued from cover 

VENDORS

AN EYESORE: Street vendors have returned to Ocean Avenue and are trashing the sidewalk 
after a local pol sent them packing last summer. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Boggie DoggieWE DELIVER

Everything for your pet...except the pet

Pet Food Pet Toys

ClearQuest

100 Count
NOW 
ONLY
$1999

Holiday Sale
PET COATS

PET SUPPLIES

$10 OFF
Large New
Shipment!

Treats, shampoos, vitamins and more...

GROOMER 
on premises

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
www.facebook.com/citytech

www.citytech.cuny.edu

APPLY NOW 2016 DIRECT ADMISSION

718.260.5500  
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

WHERE
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Holidays are coming and it is diffi cult to be in the holiday spirit 
when you are suffering with:

Back, Neck or
Knee Pain!

We would like to help you, your family and friends 
celebrate the holidays pain-free.

718-966-8120
9731  4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209 • 126 Wieland Ave., Staten Island, NY 10309

   Pain from:
✜  herniated discs

✜  degenerated discs

✜  arthritis 

✜  spinal stenosis

✜  torn meniscus 

✜  bone on bone                 

✜  sciatica 

FREE 
consultation 

with this ad

Tried drugs, physical therapy, 
acupuncture, or even

surgery without relief?

Join the thousands of people 
who regained their quality of life 

with our very successful 
treatment.

A.N.L del Castillo, M.D.
The most experienced Board Certifi ed Pain Specialist in Brooklyn & Staten Island
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It was more tree-mendous than 
ever before!

Our Lady of Grace Church 
in Gravesend amped up its 
annual tree-lighting extrava-
ganza on Dec. 5, when more 
than 500 locals congregated to 
witness the illumination of no 
less than 64 trees. Organizers 
devised the spectacle to renew 
interest in the church, they 
said.

“We really wanted to try 
and get people into the Christ-
mas spirit and back into the 
church, which is the most im-

portant part,” said parishioner 
Jaime McFarland.

The church threw a big-
ger celebration compared to 
Christmases past, when there 
was little hullabaloo, she said.

“There was no fanfare,” 
she said. “It was very basic.”

Previously, parishioners lit 
30 small pines in memory of 
family members who passed 
away. This year, the church 
doubled that and also lit a 30-
foot pine beside the rectory 
that it had not illuminated in 
25 years,  McFarland said.

Santa Claus arrived in 

spectacular style aboard a fi re 
truck and offi ciated the tree-
lighting countdown.

But it was Kings County 
kids that set the trees ablaze 
with Christmas magic, ac-
cording to Maria Geraci.

Before the countdown, 
Santa handed kids gift bags 
with magic wands they used 
to anoint the trees with yule-
tide luster, she said.

“They counted down from 
10, and, with their wands, they 
were supposed to make the 
lights light up with magic,” 
Geraci said.

CHRISTMAS CHEER: (Left) Rose Geraci helped light Our Lady of Grace 
Church’s tree with a magic wand. (Middle) Patricia Marietta and Victoria 
Bruno served cake. (Above) Kids share a smile in front of one of the many 
trees lit. Photos by Jordan Rathkopf

Holiday tradition glows up

Great rates like ours are always in season.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

* New money only. APY effective September 23, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred 
from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

18-Month CD

1.15%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit
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40% to 75% OFF!
Thursday through Sunday, December 10th-13th

Bridals and Gowns • All Sizes and Styles

BLOW OUT SALE
EXTRAVAGANZA

LESTAN BRIDALS
& FORMALS

1902 Ralph Avenue
Flatlands Shopping Center, Brooklyn, NY

718-531-0800

• SAMPLE SALE
* Select Stock Items, thousands to Choose From *
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Santa Claus is out-sourcing!

Kings County kids got to meet 
Santa Claus’s Dutch uncle at the Wyck-
off Farmhouse Museum in Canarsie 
on Dec. 6. The benevolent, gift-giving 
Sinterklaas rode in on his trusty steed 
in celebration of Netherlandish festi-
val of Saint Nicholas Day. Sinterklaas 
made the journey all the way from 
Europe to spread joy amongst Brook-
lyn kids, who enjoyed authentic Dutch 
candy, toys, and stories at the 17th-cen-
tury, wood-frame house, one parent 
said.

“I liked it very much,” said Mid-
wood mom Katja Ikeler, who brought 
her 15-month-old twins Levin and 
Rosa. “It was great for the kids to run 
around and play.”

Kids started off their day at ye olde 
Dutch farmhouse playing with a vari-
ety of wooden colonial toys, according 
to Ikeler.

There was an open fi re roaring in-
side the house, and kids were invited 
to roast marshmallows and smores — 
a purely American tradition stuck in 
amongst the otherwise Dutch festivi-
ties, according to museum director 
Melissa Branfman.

It wasn’t long before the man him-
self — Sinterklass — rode out into the 
fi eld, his white beard fl owing, his red 
cape billowing, and his pointy hat 
pointing. 

Unfortunately for “Dutch Santa 
Claus,” the kids were more interested 
in playing with his horse Amerigo, 
and the centuries-old Netherlandish 
folk hero had to wait around while all 
the kids pet the beast and fed it car-
rots, Ikeler said.

After the horse’s belly was fi lled, 
Sinterklaas invited kids to sign their 

names in his big, red book, whose 
pages Sinterklaas divided into “good” 
and “bad” columns, according to Bran-
fman. Only one side of the pages had 
any names, though, she said.

“The bad side is usually pretty 
blank,” Branfman said.

Afterward, Sinterklaas treated the 
kids to snacks and fi nished off the day 
reading them the classic Christmas 
tale “The Baker’s Dozen.”

Netherlands’ Sinterklaas doles out 
delectables at Wyckoff Farmhouse

SINTERKLAAS IS COMING TO TOWN: Kids enjoyed some colonial holiday music at the 
Wyckoff Farmhouse Museum during its Sinterklaas celebration. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

PRANCING THROUGH CANARSIE: Sinterk-
laas joined the festivities astride his trusty 
steed Amerigo. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

A Dutch treat

REMINDS YOU 
TO LIVE SAFELY

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN 
PUT YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY IN DANGER

Read this in your language 
at nyc.gov/buildings.

If you think an apartment is unsafe call 311  
to request an inspection.

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Have TWO 
ways to get out  

of your home.

Have WORKING carbon  
monoxide/smoke 

detectors and check  
 them monthly. 

Give space heaters  
a break to cool down.

Avoid sleeping in 
basements or attics.

Don’t use  
extension cords  

as main power  
sources.

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN
PUT YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY IN DANGER

JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Brooklyn Since 1904”

2005 West 6th Street
718-743-1388

Visit us at: www.JohnJHealey.com
Manager: John LaGreca

John J. Healey Funeral Home is owned by Service Corporation International    
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston Tx. 77019  713-522-5141
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Back Pain & Sciatica Workshop Reveals How to 
Naturally Heal Back Pain and Sciatica For Good.
If you, or someone you know is a 50 year old female, specifically 
having pain, numbness or tingling in ONE LEG and the pain does 
not pass the knee; then this is the most important ad you may 
read. If nothing has helped, ask yourself these key questions, 
does the PAIN become worse with:

Rolling in bed?1. 
Getting up from a low chair or out of your car after getting up 2. 
or sitting for a while?

If you answered yes, try this; sit slouched forward while 
straightening your painful leg.  
If this increases your PAIN, you may have Sciatica! Specialists at 
AllCare Physical Therapy have simplified the diagnostic process 
and proven to easily treat nerve and muscle pain with immediate 
relief, read more at www.AllCarePT.com.

Back Pain and sciatica can completely ruin your life… 
I’ve seen it many times.

It can make you lean on the shopping cart when walking 
through the grocery store (how embarrsing)
It can take your focus away on enjoying your life…like spending 
time with your children or grandchildren.
And it can take away your ability to live life…having to rely on 
others...or to wait for you to sit down for a minute.

If you are confused what to do and looking for answers here’s 
what you will learn at the FREE Sciatica and Back Pain 
Workshop Sunday Dec. 20, 2015 from 2–3pm.

What successful treatment and permanent relief looks like 
without the side effects of medications, injections or surgery.

Call or Text “SCIATICA WORKSHOP” now to (718) 715-4473 
with your information, TO IMMEDIATELY REGISTER your seat for 
SUNDAY, DEC. 20, 2015 from 2–3 PM. We just opened up “10 
more Slots”, and wanted to make sure YOU or A FRIEND had 
an opportunity to reserve your seat for a chance to learn Dr. Ofir 
Isaac’s Sciatica Secrets.

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS LIFE CHANGING WORKSHOP!
PS: Update 22 of 30 seats are taken and these 10 seats will go Super Fast. Call or Text 
(718) 715-4473 now and go to www.allcarept.com and (click the coupon on the website) 
register for a chance to win the workshop raffle for a FREE Sciatica Self Help Took Kit and 
FREE 1 hour deep tissue massage ($95 value)! Make sure to give us your name, telephone 
and contact information so we may confirm your seat.

PPS: To learn more call (718) 715-4473, 24 hours, 
for a Free recorded message to get your copy of the 
report that will reveal, Secrets of Success in Sciatica 

Treatment. A definitive guide to the top three 

exercises to cure any type of Sciatic Pain. Make 
sure to give us your name, telephone and contact 
information and if you have an email, so we may send 
you the report.

I’D LIKE TO SHOW YOU...
HOW TO FIND THE EXACT CAUSE
OF YOUR PAIN & ELIMINATE IT

IN JUST 2 MINUTES...FREE...NO STRINGS ATTACHED

BACK BY 

REQUEST

Happy Hanukkah

May the Festival of Lights 
bring you peace and joy.

Free Holiday Concert
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
Bay Ridge Jewish Center’s Hanukkah 
celebration was all about the bubelehs.

Kids got to light their own meno-
rahs and play dreidel all night on Dec. 
6, but the most popular part of the cele-
bration was, of course, all the oil-fried 
doughnuts and potato latkes they got 
to eat, said the center’s president.

“Kids were decorating the dough-
nuts with blue and white frosting and 
sprinkles,” said Candi Friedman. 
“Then of course stuffed them in their 
mouths! They had a great time with it.”

The holiday celebrates the biblical 
Jews regaining control of Jerusalem 
and rededicating the Temple there. The 
more-than week-long holiday also marks 
a miracle in which the victorious Jews 
were able to keep a menorah burning for 
eight days on one day’s worth of oil. As a 

result, foods fried in oil, particularly lat-
kes and doughnuts, are traditional fare 
during the celebration.

Kids also did some arts and crafts 
and put together care packages for 
military service members stationed at 
Fort Hamilton, where the center held 
another Hanukkah celebration on Dec. 
8.

The center provided each child with 
a menorah, and kids got to light the 
fi rst candle with help from parents.

Two of the center’s Hebrew school 
teachers played live jazz on the upright 
bass and clarinet for part of the night 
and the center had a “Hanukkah bou-
tique” where they could buy menorahs 
and other goods, including “nice glass 
plates to hold all those latkes, dough-
nuts, and candles,” according to Fried-
man.

DREIDEL, DREIDEL, DREIDEL: Jake Serta and Bernie Celentano spin the dreidel at the 
lighting of the menorah on Dec. 6. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Ridge Hanukkah celebration focuses 
on kids with fun games, tasty treats

A SWEET TRADITION: Arabella Neff and Jeff Ratner enjoy a traditional Hanukkah doughnut 
during the menorah-lighting ceremony at Bay Ridge Jewish Center.  Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Mazel tot!

505 Church Ave., Bklyn, NY 11218 | 347-240-1019
Mon.- Wed., Fri. 10am-6pm | Thurs. 11am-7pm | Sat. 11am - 5pm
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26 | 4:00PM
NETS VS WIZARDS 

*Ticket includes stored value good for two large domestic draft beers (fans 21 and older) at any fixed concession stand.

• Game ticket
• Nets beer stein
• Two domestic draft beers*

PACKAGE INCLUDES

CALL: 855-GROUP-BK |TEXT: 855-476-8725
BROOKLYNNETS.COM/OKTOBERFEST
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Because our customers are our #1 
priority, we ensure the freshness of 
our products by cutting our meats 
while you order.  Our butchers will 
be happy to cut, grind, or trim your 
meats any way you like it!  

What makes us different 
from other meat shops?
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Sometimes the best seat in the 
house is on the stoop.

Folks came from far and 
wide to celebrate Good Shep-
herd Church in Marine Park’s 
tree-lighting ceremony on 
Nov. 28, but a few lucky locals 
only had to travel as far as 
their front door to behold the 
luminous spectacle, one on-
looker said.

“We invited 28 people 
over, and we all gathered on 
our stoop to watch the light-
ing,” said Rosemary Cifford, 
who’s Batchelder Street home 
between Avenues S and T is 

across the street from Good 
Shepherd. “We’ve being doing 
this since 1991.”

The event kicked off with a 
children’s choir singing a few 
holiday ditties.

Kids from the Cifford party 
and beyond who gathered 
around the Batchelder Street 
church, whose parishioners 
treated them to candy canes to 
ease the wait until the big mo-
ment.

Finally, Santa Claus ap-
peared on the roof of Good 
Shepherd to the astonishment 
of the assembled boys and 
girls.

As the anticipation built, 
Santa began the fi nal count-
down from 10, and, with ev-
eryone joining in, the tree 
suddenly burst forth with 
light when the count reached 
zero.

Afterwards, Santa clam-
bered down from the top of the 
church. All the kids were de-
lighted to meet the big man — 
and gush about their Christ-
mas dreams, according to one 
of St. Nick’s elves.

“They love it — it’s really 
great,” said Deanna Gallina, a 
Christmas elf who also works 
at Good Shepherd.

SEASONAL FUN: (Above) The Cifford family and friends behold the spec-
tacle of the Good Shepherd Church’s tree lighting from their front stoop. 
(Center) The festive arbor all aglow. (Left) From left, Carmine Petruso, 
Angelo Carissimi, and Anthony Petruso hang out with Santa. 
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Lighting party a bright idea

Hear it Mondays

How does THE BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Monday at 4pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of talk on 
topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be 
listened to live or played anytime at 
your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI
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rolling out next year.
The public housing buildings’ walls 

are “constructed like fortresses,” she 
said, so in-unit internet is tricky. 

She tentatively described the plan 
— dictated and funded by the feds and 
Mayor DeBlasio, not the housing au-
thority — as “an interesting thing,” 
but said she was more excited in see-
ing “low touch, easy to install” so-
lutions like  community group Red 
Hook Initiative’s grassroots network 
around the nabe  and  the city-wide cit-
izen-run NYC Mesh network , which 
could be used to bring common areas 
online.

Cleaning up
Residents at some of the city’s 

most dangerous projects — including 
Brooklyn’s Bushwick, Boulevard, In-
gersoll, and Tompkins houses — have 
offered positive feedback  on the city’s 
multi-million-dollar scheme to crack 
down on crime in those buildings , 
Olatoye said, but admitted there is 
still a long way to go.

“When you talk to residents in 
those developments and they [say] 
there is literally light where there 
was none before, I think that means 
something,” she said.

Olatoye claimed there is only so 
much the authority can do as the land-
lord to reduce crime — it must ensure 
sure doors are fi xed and lights are on, 

but the law enforcement must come 
up with a more comprehensive strat-
egy for policing the properties, and 
residents also have to do their part, 
she said.

“People have to stop breaking 
things and throwing things out the 
window,” said Olatoye.

One problem is that the authority’s 
employees leave work at 4 pm when it 
is still light, she said. Another is that 
the federal government doesn’t pro-
vide cash to beef up security, so build-
ings have to rely on funds from Coun-
cil members for more secure doors or 
new security cameras.

Where there is smoke
Olatoye says she broadly backs the 

goals of  the feds’ recent proposal to 
ban smoking inside public housing 
buildings nation-wide , but it will only 
work if it comes with money and sup-
port to help residents quit and enforce 
the ban.  

“What are you going to do, sniff 
people’s apartments? With no addi-
tional resources?” she said.

Olatoye said around 14 percent of 
public housing residents are smok-
ers — around the same as the rest of 
the population — and that previous 
programs to make buildings smoke-
free have worked best when they are 
driven by the residents themselves. 

“They are successful when there 
is a peer to peer accountability struc-
ture where residents say, ‘we don’t 
want to have smoking in our build-
ings,’ ” she said.
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BY LAUREN GILL
The Jehovah’s Witnesses 
has put a long sought-after 
vacant Dumbo lot on the 
market, and its broker says 
this is one real-estate op-
portunity that won’t come 
knocking again.

“It’s probably the last 
opportunity like this in 
the Dumbo area in my life-
time,” said Richard Devine 
of Watchtower Real Estate.

The religious organiza-
tion is selling off its block-
sized parking lot at 85 Jay 
St. — a subway-adjacent 
blank canvas in the bor-
ough’s wealthiest nabe that 
real estate moguls have 
coveted for years,  as first 
reported by the Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle . 

Devine refused to say 
what the asking price is, 
but “a lot” is a safe guess — 
the land at Front Street is 
around the size of two-and-
a half football fields, which 

a developer could fill with 
housing high-rises of up to 
21 stories and as many as 
800 one-bedroom units. 

The Christmas-eschew-
ing church  convinced the 
city to rezone the land for 
residential use in 2004  
—  despite massive com-
munity opposition  — so it 

could build four large tow-
ers there, though it never 
went through with the 
plan.

The religious outfit is 
also offering up its iconic 
Columbia Heights head-
quarters —  the one with 
the red neon “Watchtower” 
sign  — and a 10-story resi-

dential building nearby.
The giant nerve center 

covers two blocks, but is 
only zoned for manufactur-
ing use right now. 

It will be up to the new 
owner whether or not to 
keep the building’s iconic 
sign, which has been in-
forming locals of the time 

and temperature for more 
than 40 years —  our online 
poll found 76 percent of re-
spondents want it to stay .

The Witnesses has been 
selling off much of its 
Dumbo and Heights real 
estate since 2010,  after de-
ciding to relocate its opera-
tion upstate by 2017 .

Jehovah’s Witnesses selling 
a coveted Dumbo block 
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SALE OF A LIFETIME: Watchtower Realty announced it will sell (right) 85 Jay St., along with two other properties, on Dec. 3. The block-wide lot 
(marked in red on the map, left) is currently a parking lot.  Photo by Louise Wateridge
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Heating season has ar-
rived, and you can depend 
upon Ferrantino Fuel  / FFC 
Energy to keep you warm all 
winter.

The company provides the 
finest energy products and 
services to residential, com-
mercial, and industrial cus-
tomers throughout the five 
boroughs and to southern 
Westchester, too. 

This family-owned busi-
ness has been around for 80 
years. The hands-on owners 
are Rodger and Mark Lough-
lin, two brothers, proud to 
partake in this family enter-
prise that provides heating 
oil, natural gas, diesel and bio 
fuels to the community and 
beyond. 

Now is the time to contact 
Ferrantino Fuel / FFC En-
ergy to secure a contract and 
lock in pricing, as costs fluctu-
ate when the market changes, 
and it is currently at a 10-year 
low. The company offers con-
tracts for parts and services 
to a wide range of custom-

ers that include one-family 
homes, universities, manage-
ment companies, New York 
City buildings, and more. It 
saves customers money by 
selling at competitive prices, 
and it offers a reliable  24-hour 
service, seven days a week, 
including all holidays. Fer-
rantino Fuel / FFC Energy 
only uses its own private fleet 
of trucks to deliver, as well as 
its own oil drivers. 

“If something should hap-
pen at 1 am, we respond, 
usually within two hours 
of getting the call,” say the 
Loughlins. If an emergency 
call comes in after business 
hours, the answering service 
sees that the service man-
ager or the owner gets the 
information immediately, no 
matter what the time. Ferran-
tino Fuel  / FFC Energy has 
provided this kind of reliable 

care to its customers all these 
years. 

A maintenance contract 
serves to protect customers 
against out-of-pocket repair 
costs, and includes a system 
tune-up to make sure equip-
ment is operating efficiently. 
This reduces the chance of 
breakdowns. Should you de-
cide to upgrade existing en-
ergy equipment with a tech-
nologically advanced heating 
system, you can experience a 
savings of up to 30 percent off 
your heating costs. You might 
also be eligible for some tax 
breaks. Call to speak with one 
of the fuel equipment experts.   

The company’s history is 
an interesting one. It was es-
tablished by Angelo Ferran-
tino, who started Ferrantino 
Ice and Coal Company in 1911 
because coal and ice were 
products people needed back 
then. It was expanded by his 
daughter, Grace, who oper-
ated the business from 1934 to 
1941. It was she who decided, 
in 1935, to move the company 
into the direction of oil heat, 

to meet the needs of a chang-
ing time. The company was 
renamed Ferrantino Fuel 
Corporation.

Grace married, and to-
gether with her husband, 
Dominick Serini, continued 
to build the business. Their 
oldest daughter, Lucretia, 
married Rodger Loughlin Sr. 
in 1964, and it is Rodger and 
his two sons, Mark and Rod-
ger Jr., who now own and op-
erate the company. The words 
FFC Energy were added to the 
name in recent years when 
the company expanded to in-
clude natural gas.

Ferrantino Fuel / FFC En-
ergy also provides diesel fuel 
to bus and truck companies, 
boat marinas, cranes, and 
construction machinery.

It is doing its part to go 
green with clean burning and 
efficient bio fuels. 

Ferrantino Fuel / FFC En-
ergy [180 Ninth St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 832–6700, 
www.ffcenergy.com]. Available 
24 hours, seven days a week.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Stay warm with help from Ferrantino Fuel / FFC Energy

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
It is history in the making!

The city’s landmarks com-
mission voted unanimously to 
designate a swathe of lavish 
19th-century Bedford-Stuyve-
sant buildings as a historic 
district on Dec. 8.

The proposed Bedford His-
toric District — bounded by 
Monroe and Fulton streets 
and Bedford and Thompkins 
avenues — is a veritable gal-
lery of well-preserved period 
architecture and the recog-
nition is a long time com-
ing, said one member of the 
panel.

“It’s really a museum of 
late 19-century architecture in 
New York, and so much of it is 
so intact,” said commissioner 
Frederick Bland. “I think it’s a 
marvelous new addition and it 
really is hard to believe it took 
this long.” 

The area features around 
800 homes in a variety of eye-
catching architectural styles 
— many of them fancy Renais-
sance revival-style row houses 
or intricately carved Neo-Grec 
brownstones, according to the 
panel. 

The district also contains 
four already landmarked 
buildings — including the 
Boys High School on Marcy 
Avenue and the Girls High 
School on Nostrand Avenue.

Neighborhood preserva-
tionists, who have been rally-
ing for the designation since 
2007, say they’re thrilled with 
the commission’s vote after so 
many years.

“I’m so happy and re-

lieved,” said Claudette Brady, 
co-founder of the Bedford-
Stuyvesant Society for His-
toric Preservation. “It’s been 
tiring.” 

But the battle isn’t over 
yet — the City Planning Com-
mission and Council will both 
need to approve the district as 
well. Councilman Robert Cor-
negy Jr. (D–Bedford-Stuyve-
sant) says he will throw his 
support behind the measure.

“Designation of the Bed-
ford Historic District was 
driven by the community and 
it will benefi t the community 
for years to come,” he said. 
“I’ll be extremely pleased to 
offer my support for this item 
when it comes before the City 
Council.”

If it is approved, the new 
designation would mean 
building owners in the area 
will have get the commission’s 

okay for construction and al-
terations to their facades, and 
any new buildings have to ad-
here to the local aesthetic.  

The district would join 
the neighborhood’s Stuyve-
sant Heights Historic District 
— covering much of the area 
between Fulton and Hancock 
streets, Thompkins Avenue 
and Malcolm X Boulevard — 
which the city created in 1971 
and expanded in 2013. 

Panel OKs Bed-Stuy historic district

Mark of excellence

WORTH SAVING: (Left) A house Hancock Street and (right) Brownstones in the proposed Bedford Historic District. Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Zach Ghodsi, 

Great Neck
“My father was always a Rangers fan, but I grew 
up in Long Island, so we always went to Islanders 

games and I became an Islanders fan.”
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
They’re not the heroes Greenpoint de-
serves, nor the ones it needs right now.

Hollywood productions are turning 
the neighborhood’s industrial streets 
into a soundstage, and Greenpoint-
ers want the city to yell “cut!” An end-
less parade of fi lm shoots — which re-
cently include Marvel’s “Daredevil” 
and “Luke Cage” series — are blocking 
parking and sidewalks, say locals, and 
they are sick and tired of having to step 
around the lights, cameras, and action.

“Sometimes they’re fi lming on the 
street and they won’t even let you go 
through,” said Mike Hoffman, a long-
time Manhattan Avenue resident. “It’s 
crazy.”

Someone has recently posted signs 
around Manhattan and Commercial 
avenues railing against “Ringside” — 
the code-name “Daredevil” uses on 
permits — “taking over the neighbor-
hood.”

Assemblyman Joe Lentol (D–
Greenpoint) has now swooped in to ask 
the Mayor’s Offi ce of Media and Enter-
tainment to declare certain blocks as 
temporary no-fi lm zones to give his 
constituents a break. Film crews de-
scend on the neighborhood on a weekly 
basis and it is affecting Greenpointers’ 
quality of life, said a rep for the pol.

“We have a lot of constituents up-
set about it because their ability to get 
to their own homes is affected,” said 
Lentol spokeswoman Cathy Peake. “If 
you’re coming home and you’re tired 
after a long day and you’re trying to 
get to your home, if they’re in the mid-
dle of a shoot you can’t get there.”

Lentol is proposing two new 
fi lm-free zones — one bounded by 
McGuiness Boulevard, West Street, 
and Commercial and Kent Streets, and 
the other by Manhattan, Kingsland, 
Norman, and Driggs avenues, said 
Peake. 

This isn’t the fi rst time locals have 
railed against too much showbiz on 

their streets — residents have previ-
ously bemoaned an old-timey Home 
Box Offi ce production  leaving Milton 
Street covered in dirt , and both  notori-
ous fl op “Smash”  and  hipster comedy 
“Girls”  creating a more modern mess.

But the mayor’s offi ce continues to 
hand out fi lming permits for the neigh-
borhood like candy, with no consider-
ation for the people who actually live 
there, say locals. And even when it 
okays requested no-fi lm zones, the hia-
tus only lasts for three to six months.

“They’re really arrogant,” said res-
ident Rolf Carle. “They feel like they 
don’t have to answer to anybody.”

But the mayor’s offi ce claims it 
hears the locals’ woes loud and clear 
— it does keeps tabs on neighborhoods 
overburdened by fi lming activity, and 
is willing to give over-fi lmed areas a 
temporary break, said a rep.

“We work diligently with the com-
munity, local elected offi cials, and res-
idents to ensure on-location fi lming is 
as seamless as possible and to balance 
the needs of productions that of the 
neighborhoods in which they fi lm,” 
said an offi ce spokesperson.  

In addition to Marvel’s latest crop 
of anti-heroes, shows recently spot-
ted fi lming in the neighborhood in-
clude “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt,” 
“Gotham,” and “The Good Wife.”

Overrun with superheroes, 
Greenpointers want a no-fi lm zone

SWEET CHRISTMAS: Marvel’s “Jessica 
Jones” is one of many Hollywood produc-
tions that has been fi lming on Greenpoint 
streets. This scene is actually Manhattan, 
but you get the idea. Myles Aronowitz / Netfl ix

Not so Marvel-ous

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is as of November 14, 2015, and is subject to 
change without notice. Maximum deposit is $250,000. FDIC regulations apply. The 
bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Substantial penalties for early 
withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings. Member FDIC

www.ridgewoodbank.com

SPECIAL

Visit your local branch
or open online today!

1.25%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

20 Month CD

1.50%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

30 Month CD

HE’S NOT TRYING TO BE A HERO: “Daredevil” is set in an alternate version of Hell’s Kitchen 
that is not full of advertising executives and condo buildings, but much of it is fi lmed in 
Greenpoint. Barry Wetcher / Netfl ix
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 

to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 

Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-

ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-

form a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations 

are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 

country are racing to acquire and get 

trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands 

of Americans suffering from chronic back 

pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 

back pain without surgery explains how 

the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 

result of space travel: Astronauts that left 

with back pain would come back without 

it. After investigated this now phenomenon 

here’s what they found: During the anti-

gravity state of the mission there were 

decompressive forces on the intervertebral 

discs and back pain was relieved. How? 

When you travel through space, the effects 

of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken 

off your spine and discs. Even better — 

and this is the key — a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually 

sucks the herniated material back into the 

disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 

DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 

have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 

documented success with are back pain, 

sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 

(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-

ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 

failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about 

this new FDA approved solution to back 

pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-

234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 

5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 

Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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Basic Project Management • Bookkeeping • Construction Administration 
Medical Coding • Residential Property Administration • Residential Real 
Estate Brokerage • Restaurant Operations and Guest Service

HAVE YOU FOUND 
THE YOU IN YOU?

New York University is an affi rmative action/equal opportunity institution. 
©2015 NYU School of Professional Studies.

You’ve earned a high school degree, but you need more to 
take that fi rst step forward. Find your niche and move ahead 
through NYUSPS Professional Pathways. Earn a Diploma 
that is specifi cally designed to provide you with in-demand 
skills in a growing fi eld. Learn from industry professionals, 
and in as little as one semester, gain the competitive edge 
through online career development modules that prepare 
you for the job market. It’s the fastest, smartest way to 
reach your full potential. 

Apply today at sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 
or call 212-998-7200.

Today’s youth are well versed in 
transitioning their computers 
and phones from school to home, 

and futurists believe that will be even 
more necessary in coming years. 

That is something to consider 
when buying technology devices this 
holiday season. 

Project Tomorrow’s recent Speak 
Up Data shares that “Students in a 
blended learning environment — uti-
lizing both physical books and online 
digital resources — are more likely to 
self-direct their learning outside of 
school.”

Personal learning devices are once 
again projected to be popular gifts 
this season. The best tech device op-
tions allow your student to learn and 
play anytime, anywhere and in any 
environment.  

The critical items to consider are 
devices that allow full access to learn-
ing applications. You also want 9-plus 
hour batteries, keyboards easy con-
nectivity, a backpack-friendly weight, 
powerful browsers that allow for fast-
loading videos and access to school as-
signments and research tools.   A tech-
nology device that will position your 
student to be successful now and in 
their transition to college and career 
is the perfect holiday gift. 

Cost-effective technology such as 
the Intel processor-powered Chrome-
book is being embraced by entire 
school districts for its fostering of 
streamlined education allowing fac-

ulty and IT administrators to commu-
nicate with students at school and at 
home.  As a bonus, your student can 
also use a Chromebook to socialize 
with friends and engage in fun learn-
ing apps and popular gaming sites.  

“This is a whole new definition of 
what school looks like,” Alice Keeler, 
Google for Education certified innova-
tor, said. “Students can ask questions 
by posting to the stream in Google 
Classroom 24/7, and since other stu-
dents have access to the stream, stu-
dents are able to learn from and help 
each other.”

The ability to handle such multi-
tasking is projected to serve youth 
well in the coming decades as technol-
ogy evolves, according to a 2012 sur-
vey by the Pew Research Institute. 

More than 50 percent of respon-
dents agreed that by 2020, “the envi-
ronment itself will be full of data that 
can be retrieved almost effortlessly, 
and will be arrayed in ways to help 
people young and old navigate their 
lives.”

The Intel-powered Chromebook 
addresses that need for multitasking 
with several advantages over ARM 
process-based models. 

In a report last year, those advan-
tages included a 57 percent longer bat-
tery life while web browsing, 46 per-
cent less waiting to read a textbook 
or take notes online, 47 percent less 
waiting to do math homework online, 

Early start for 
computer classes
Schools pushing to bring technology to all 
students, beginning with kindergarteners

Continued on page 28

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

A group of second-grade students take a computer science class. Schools in New York City 
and San Francisco have committed to offering computer classes to students in all grade 
levels.  Associated Press / Elaine Thompson
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EDUCATION

R egistered nurses are 
the largest segment of 
the nation’s health care 

workforce. 
Their direct access to pa-

tients and their families has 
long influenced health care 
delivery and outcomes. 

The Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics projects the profession 
among the fastest-growing in 
the United States, yet nurses 
remain underrepresented on 
the leadership bodies that 
shape their industry. 

Significant opportunity ex-
ists for nurses to expand their 
sphere of influence from the 
bedside to the boardroom.

Nurses are key members 
of the American health care 
system, but they are histori-
cally left out of policy-making 
decisions. Only six percent of 
board members were nurses, 
according to a survey of 1,000 
hospital boards published 
in the Journal of Healthcare 
Management. 

Higher education is helping 
to fix this disparity through 
degree program options that 

empower nurses to apply 
knowledge of organizational 
leadership to achieve change.

The Institute of Medicine 

says pursuing advanced levels 
of education is one essential 
way for nurses to further their 
careers and prepare for leader-

ship roles, and today’s nurses 
have more options than ever. 

The number of programs 
available to transition RNs to 

the master’s degree level has 
doubled over the past 15 years, 
according to the American As-
sociation of Colleges of Nurs-
ing.

Online programs give nurs-
es the flexibility to continue 
their education without taking 
a break from their careers. 

Illinois’ Chamberlain Col-
lege of Nursing, for example, 
offers a variety of Master of 
Science in Nursing specialty 
tracks to prepare nurses for 
specialty careers in informat-
ics, patient or nurse education, 
or health care policy.

“The opportunities are 
endless for nurses with a mas-
ter’s degree to further their ca-
reers — from administrative 
and management positions to 
research and technology,” Dr. 
Robin Kirschner, dean of MSN 
speciality tracks at Chamber-
lain, said.

Chamberlain’s MSN Ex-
ecutive specialty track pairs 
interpersonal skills develop-
ment with curriculum on the 
complex health care system, in-

Nurses shift from bedside to boardroom

Nurse practitioners, from left, Michele Knappe and Julie Zimmer review a patient’s chart.   
 Associated Press / M. Spencer Green

Continued on page 28

EDUCATIONEDUCATION
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50 percent less waiting to cre-
ate an English presentation, 
46 percent less waiting to 
team up in science class and 

100 percent more frames per 
second while rendering an 
anatomy situation.

That’s partly why school 
district IT specialist Kyle 
Pace calls it “the biggest no-
brainer in education.” 

“Schools must begin lever-

aging these tools to bring stu-
dents into the world of working 
in the cloud, communicating, 
collaborating and creating on 
the web,” he said.  “We can’t 
afford not to give our students 
this type of access — at school 
and at home.”

This spring, the NYU 
School of Professional Studies 
(NYUSPS), a leader in pro-
fessionally focused educa-
tion, will offer a new, afford-
able option of study that will 
provide individuals who 
have earned a high school 
degree with the opportu-
nity to acquire industry 
focused skills that will pre-
pare them for jobs in fields 
with growing levels of em-
ployment. New Diplomas, 
offered through NYUSPS 
Professional Pathways, are 
designed as immersive pro-
grams of study that can be 
completed in as little as one 
semester. During Spring 
2016, seven Diplomas will be 
offered. They include:

The one-semester Di-
ploma in Basic Project 
Management, which pre-
pares you for a career in this 
growing field by gaining a 
hands-on understanding of 
the essential terminology 

and the application of the 
basic tools, techniques, and 
practices required to be-
come an effective and con-
tributing member of a proj-
ect team.

The Diploma in Book-
keeping, a one-semester, 
blended program, which 
imparts the knowledge and 
skill sets to perform func-
tions within the bookkeep-
ing cycle, manually and 
with QuickBooks and Xero. 
Ground yourself in account-
ing ethics and best prac-
tices, while exploring basic 
concepts including debits, 
credits, “T-accounts,” jour-
nal accounting, GAAP con-
cepts, accrual and double-
entry record keeping, and 
more.

The Diploma in Con-
struction Administration, 
a one-semester, blended pro-
gram, which provides the 
skills to secure an entry-
level position within the 

commercial or residential 
building sectors of the real 
estate industry. Learn about 
the construction process 
and document administra-
tion. Gain an introduction 
to construction methods and 
materials, building systems, 
drawings, estimating, and 
scheduling.

Developed in collabora-
tion with the NYU Langone 
Medical Center, the four-se-
mester Diploma in Medi-
cal Coding teaches you to 
compile, process, and main-
tain medical records by be-
coming proficient in ICD-10 
medical coding. 

The one-semester Di-
ploma in Residential Prop-
erty Administration in-
troduces you to real estate 
investment concepts and 
property management prin-
ciples. Learn how to market 
properties, negotiate and ex-
ecute leases, manage staff, 
and oversee day-to-day op-

erations of a property. 
The one-semester Di-

ploma in Residential Real 
Estate Brokerage for li-
censed New York real estate 
salespersons with at least 
two years of experience, pro-
vides training to increase 
your knowledge of licens-
ing laws and regulations, as 
well as real estate valuation, 
finance, construction, land 
use, fair housing, transac-
tions, business development, 
and more.

The one-semester Di-
ploma in Restaurant Op-
erations and Guest Ser-
vice will provide you with 
a comprehensive under-
standing of front-of-house 
and back-of-house restau-
rant operations, and what it 
takes to succeed in the food 
and beverage industry. Ben-
efit from site visits to NYC 
restaurants and from the in-
valuable experiences of sea-
soned industry veterans.

All Diplomas will pro-
vide industry specific ca-
reer modules presented on-
line in a self-paced format, 
which help students to bet-
ter understand the job mar-
ket. Upon completion of your 
diploma, you also will have 
access to an online portal 
featuring job postings and 
a resource library. Annual 
networking events will pro-
vide opportunities to meet 
with peers and employers 
in the field. Each program 
of study provides students 
with a tangible take-away 
project that can be added to 
their résumé and presented 
to prospective employers.

For more information, visit 
sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 or 
call 212-998-7200.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

High School Graduates, Build Skills in Fields That are Hiring 
Through Affordable, Short-Format NYUSPS Diploma Programs

cluding staffing, budgets, orga-
nizational change and factors 
that influence health care pol-
icy. This academic foundation 
can help nurses assume roles 
as nurse executive, director of 
nursing, chief nursing officer 
or health care administrator.

MSN program graduates 
can continue their education-
al and professional advance-
ment by pursuing additional 
nursing degrees, such as a 
Doctor of Nursing Practice de-
gree. Chamberlain graduates 
can earn their MBA faster by 
applying qualifying credits to 
the program at DeVry Univer-
sity’s Keller Graduate School 
of Management.

Health care leaders agree 
nurses with advanced degrees 
possess a wider knowledge 
base of patient care, quality 
standards, business acumen 
and other skills that result in 
improved patient outcomes. 
Accordingly, many large 
health care organizations 
now require nurses to have a 
master’s degree in a nursing 
specialty or nursing admin-

istration to move into leader-
ship roles, as these functions 
entail staffing, planning and 
budgeting responsibilities.

“Nurses have the power 
to transform health care,” 
Kirschner said. “With ad-
vanced education to support 
them, they can join their 
multi-disciplinary counter-
parts on leadership boards in 
greater numbers to affect pos-
itive change through policy.”  

Continued from page 26 

COMPUTERS

Continued from page 27 

NURSES

Students at JHS 190 in Forest Hills check out one of the school’s computer labs. 

Registered nurses are returning 
to school to earn advanced de-
grees like MBAs. 

EDUCATIONEDUCATION
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SHE SNORES MORE
 THAN I DO, BUT I STILL 
LOVE MY HUMAN.

— BANDIT
   adopted 11-26-09

AVOID BACK/NECK SURGERY

Decompression Therapy 
is a leading non surgical, alternative for 

serious neck and low back pain.
It is a gentle treatment method 

that has been shown to greatly reduce 
or eliminate back and neck pain. 

No shots, no drugs, no spinal injections 
and no surgery!

Call Dr. James A. Di Giuseppi, DC at  718.514.9941 for you free consultation.

Spine and Disc Center of Brooklyn
7123 Tenth Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11228  718.514.9941

Are you suffering with spinal stenosis, bulging, 
herniated and degenerative discs with pinched nerves 

like sciatica?

Have you tried traditional medical and chiropractic care 
and your problem is only getting worse?
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SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Special thanks to Raisa Chernina, 
founder of the Be Proud Foundation. 

The ex-Soviet says red, white, and blue 
are her favorite colors and every year 
she puts her words to the test and hosts 
the Police Appreciation Luncheon 
for our men in blue. 

The New York Police Depart-

ment Pipes and Drums of the Em-

erald Society opened the 10th annual 
ceremonies at the Galaxy Restau-

rant on Dec. 4. Jessica Gorbenko 

presented Sgt. Anthony Caggiano 

of the 60th Precinct Community Af-
fairs Team unit with a special thanks 
and an award for helping her kick a 
drug habit. Lieutenant O’Neil from 
the 60th Precinct accepted an award 
for promoting NYPD’s anti-breast 
cancer campaign. Anna Malkina-

Shumayer and Offi cers Andrey 

Vishnevskiy and Sammy Shaya de-
livered treats back to the precinct for 
those who couldn’t make the event. As 
a holiday treat, specialty cakes made 
by Cherry Hill were given to all the 
offi cers to take back to their precincts. 

Be Proud Foundation is the city’s 
only non-profi t and non-political orga-
nization to organize cop-appreciation 
luncheons since 2005 for the Finest 
from Brooklyn precincts, the South 
Brooklyn Police Department, and One 
Police Plaza. Their goal is to express 
the Russian-speaking community’s 
gratitude to our heroes “for putting 
their lives on the line of duty for our 
safety,” said Standing O pal Raisa. 

Standing O is proud of you Raisa, 
for all you do for the community, too.

Be Proud Foundation [2805 E. 26th 
St. at Shore Parkway in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 788–7773].

BOROUGH-WIDE

Conga line!
They are “freezin’ for a reezin’.” 

Calling all skaters, dancers, cancer 

fi ghters or anyone else who wants to 
have a good time and be part of a sanc-
tioned Guinness Book of World Re-

cords attempt. Join the American 

Cancer Society’s Relay For Life and 

TEAL as they attempt to break the 
record for the World’s Largest Conga 
Line on Ice on Dec. 12.

The current record is 353 partici-
pants — hey, we can beat that! So start 

shaking your bootay. Registration 
begins at 10 am. Participation is free 
with weekend admission of $15 and 
skate rentals are $6. 

The fi rst 200 skaters to register with 
Relay for Life or Teal will receive a 
bracelet for free admission to the skat-
ing session and a free skate rental.

Be there and make it count on Dec. 
12 at 10 am. 

Prospect Park Lakeside [171 East 
Dr. in Prospect Park]. 

BOROUGH-WIDE

Paying thanks forward
Standing O colleague and “Big 

Screecher” columnist Carmine 

Santa Maria asked that I give a shout 
out to do-gooders Giovanni and Sal-

vatore Valente. The PS 215 students 
reached out to Thomas Neve, founder 
and president of Reaching Out Com-

munity Services, to start a fund-rais-
ing drive for the food pantry. The big-
hearted boys then went store to store 
and rang the bells of friends and neigh-
bors for donations. Through dogged de-
termination the pair raised more than 
$340, which they presented to Stand-

ing O pal Thomas so he could augment 
the organization’s soup kitchen.

Standing O and Carmine Santa Ma-
ria say, “Mile Grazia.” 

MARINE PARK 

An epic in the making
Three cheers to Yitzchok Saft-

las, who celebrated the launch of his 
new release, “So What’s the Bottom 
Line,” last week at the Jewish Com-
munity Council of Marine Park. The 
tome provides 76 proven marketing 
tips and techniques for building your 
business and personal brand. It’s per-
fect for salespeople, marketers, and 
seasoned executives, or for entrepre-
neurs just starting out, and offers a 
clear direction guaranteed to garner 
results. 

The book is now available on Ama-
zon, Barnes and Noble, and bookstores 
nationwide.

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

COBBLE HILL

Standing O is sending out con-
grats to Joseph Jhota, who was 
feted at the annual Cobble Hill 
Health Center Gala on Nov. 17 along 
with Patient Care Associates presi-
dent and Guest of Honor Lenny 

Tanzer, Partnership in Health Care 
Award-winner Jack Basch, Volun-
teer of the Year Anneke Berken, 
and director of Mark Morris Dance 
for Parkinson’s Disease director 
and Special Recognition awardee 
David Leventhal. 

But the big event of the night was 
the closing performance by Gotta 

Dance Originals, a senior dance 
troupe composed of 59-to-80-year-
olds who really know how to get 
down and spin it around.

Nearly 300 guests attended and 
raised a record amount of gelt to 
help fund the center’s Life Enrich-
ment Program, which offers neigh-
borhood trips, art sessions, a hor-
ticultural program, and dance and 
music classes. Through the contri-
butions of donors and the count-
less hours of volunteers, the Life 
Enrichment Program improves 
the daily lives of the center’s resi-
dents.

“Getting to know the residents 
has not only enriched my life, it 
saved my life,” said Anneke Berken, 
the volly of the year.

Standing O is sending out hip-
hop hoorays to all the recipients. 

Cobble Hill Health Center [380 
Henry St. at Warren Street in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 855–6789].

Yeah, it’s your birthday
Standing O is sending oo-

dles of fl owers to Rose Barberi, 
who recently celebrated her 99th 
birthday. The Brooklyn native 
turned the magic number on 
Nov. 14 and celebrated at the Du-

gan Amico Senior Center with 
friends, family, and a host of good 
wishes sent by local pols. 

Rose received proclamations 
from Assemblywoman Jo Anne 

Simon (D–Carroll Gardens), 
State Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–
Carroll Gardens), and a special 
card from President Obama. 

Carol Reid-Rembert, di-
rector at the senior center, told 
Standing O, that Rose still re-
sides in the house where she was 
born on DeGraw Street and is as 
independent as they come.

“She sits on her stoop and 
holds court with neighbors,” 
Carol said. “She is very well 
known in the community.”

Rose was blessed with two 
children Joseph and Marie. 
Sadly, her son passed away, but 
her daughter Marie is devoted to 
her, and so are her kids.

“Rose enjoys time with her 
four grandchildren and nine 
great grandchildren, and of 
course with her friends here at 
the center,” Carol said. “We are 
really blessed to have Rose in our 
lives.”

Dugan Amico Senior Center 
[378 Court St. at Carroll Street in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 596–1956].

GOTTA DANCE: A surprise performance by Gotta Dance Originals, a hip-hop senior 
dance troupe, closed out the Cobble Hill Health Center Gala on Nov. 17. Scott G. Morris

Here’s to ‘hip’ health awardees

NYPD gets a high five from Be Proud
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101-877-625-6766

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR
FIND A

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will b

accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess we

and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 12/11/2015. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.
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Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#3640

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995

‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k m

$9,99BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & T

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,99
'14 NISSAN SENT

4k miles, Stk#126

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX 

'14 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

14k miles, Stk#15152

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,99
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX 

$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995
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2015
GUIDE
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A gift-wrap station in a corner of the home that is seldom used can make wrapping presents any time of the year easier and more 
enjoyable.

Nearly as much energy goes into 
wrapping gifts as purchasing 
them. Some people excel at wrap-

ping gifts, while others do not enjoy 
the task at all. Part of the trouble with 
gift-wrapping is the room and tools 
needed to wrap all of those holiday 
treasures. But a gift-wrap station in a 
corner of the home that is seldom used 
can make wrapping presents any time 
of the year easier and more enjoyable:

• Find a place to store gift wrap and 
the tools needed to wrap gifts. Many 
people fi nd the back of a closet door 
works perfectly. 

• Install wire hanger racks so the 
gift wrap tubes can be stored verti-
cally along the surface of the door.

• Install a folding shelf on a hinge, 
and use that shelf to do your wrapping. 
Fold the shelf up when it is not needed 
and secure it with a latch at the top. 

• Hang hooks to store tape and scis-
sors. Attach the scissors to the hook 
with a string so they won’t go miss-
ing. 

• A basket tucked nearby can house 
bows and ribbons so that they are eas-
ily stored until needed.

Having the wrapping station so ac-
cessible also allows you to take inven-
tory of supplies and restock when nec-
essary. 

Have we become a society that is 
too busy for gift wrap? When a 
birthday arrives or the holidays 

come around in full force, where do 
most people turn? To the ultra-conve-
nient gift bag, that’s where. 

Gift bags have largely taken over 
the party aisles at most stores, where 
rows and rows of gift bags in all 
shapes and sizes are not uncommon. 
If you’re trying to fi nd a roll of wrap-
ping paper, good luck. For birthdays, 
anniversaries, and even baby show-
ers, paper designs have essentially 
become obsolete. 

It’s true that wrapping paper 
seems to make a rebound come the 
holiday season, when stores begin to 
devote aisles of space to holiday sup-
plies. But even when shiny foils and 
smiling Santas beckon customers 
from the tightly packed rolls, many 
people still choose gift bags.

Gift bags do have many advan-
tages. They are easily portable, gen-
erally inexpensive, and come in some 
very clever designs. They’re also 
touted as a “green” product because 
they can be reused. 

But there are plenty of people who 
feel that the elimination of intricately 
wrapped presents takes some of the 
magic out of the holidays. Carefully 
wrapped gifts show that a person put 
in time and effort to present a gift in a 
way that is sentimental and personal. 
Although it may take mere minutes 
to pry away the paper and fi nd a trea-
sure inside, there’s something to be 
said for paper-wrapped gifts. It means 
the gift-giver sat down, pondered the 
paper design, and carefully chose the 
bow or ribbon with the recipient in 
mind.

Before you eschew wrapping pa-
per for a gift bag this holiday season, 
think about all of the advantages to 
spending some time and reacquaint-
ing yourself with the art of gift wrap-
ping. Here are some reasons to save 
the gift bag for another time.

Wrapping can be green, too. 
Wrapping paper can be reused if it 

Create your own area 
for gift wrapping

Has gift 
wrapping 
become 

a lost art?

Continued on page 44
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Ride the Free 
Sunset Park 
Trolley 
For the last time 
in 2015!
1pm to 5pm – starting at 52nd St & 5th Ave 

(in front of McDonald’s)

Saturday December 19, Sunday December 20

Making all B63 stops along 5th Avenue in Sunset Park 
from 35th to 60th Street and back again. Take the Trolley 

to the famous Sunset 
Park Martense Lane 
Boulder, at 36th 
Street & 5th Avenue. 
Get on, get off as 
often as you like to 
begin your Holiday 
Shopping.

Sidewalk Sales
Saturday December 19, Sunday December 20, 

Monday December 21, Tuesday December 22, 

Thursday December 24

Finish your holiday shopping on 5th Avenue. Patronize 
over 500 local businesses. 

Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220   

Phone: 718-439-7767   

Email: info@sunsetparkbid.org   

Website: sunsetparkbid.org   

       Log onto: !Sunset Park Free WiFi

Download the Free Sunset Park App 
for info on upcoming events, coupons
and more. Available on:

ENJOY 2015 HOLIDAY SEASON IN THE SUNSET PARK BID

Happy Holidays and a very Happy and Safe 2016 from the Sunset Park 5th Avenue BID

Our tree at 

60th Street & 

5th Avenue

 HOLIDAY GUIDE

W reaths are synonymous 
with the holiday season, 
and they can range from 

intricate to simple to fl ashy to 
rustic. Creating festive wreaths 
does not necessarily require a lot 
of skill, and wreaths can be fash-
ioned from a variety of different 
materials. 

The fi rst step to crafting 
wreaths is to gather the foun-
dation pieces. This usually in-
volves a sturdy material that 
will serve as the wreath round. 
It can be vine, foam, branches, or 
even wire. You’ll also need deco-
rative items that fi t the theme of 
your wreath. These may be ber-
ries, ornaments, ribbons, bows, 
and other trinkets that will be at-
tached to the wreath. Florist wire 
and tape can be used to attach the 
ornaments to the wreath. 

‘Say cheese’ wreath
Purchase a premade ever-

green wreath or wrap boughs of 
pine around a frame to make your 

own. Glue or tie on small wooden 
frames with photos of the family 
to the wreath. Fill in the barren 
spots with bows and ornaments.

Fruitful wreath
Instead of an evergreen 

wreath, create something festive 
and edible. Fruit and vegetables 
in vibrant colors can be used to 
fashion a wreath. Use picks or 
wire to attach oranges, lemons, 
limes, clementines, and any other 
produce desired to a foam wreath. 
Use leaves to fi ll in sparse areas 
and a ribbon to hang the wreath.

Holly vine wreath
Purchase a plain grapevine 

wreath and decorate it with 
sprigs of holly leaves and stems 
with berries. Simple and festive, 
this wreath should take only a few 
minutes to make and then hang.

Metallic wreath
Add a glamorous touch to an 

evergreen wreath with faux fruit 

and pine cones that you paint with 
glimmering metallic colors. Inter-
sperse items in gold, copper, and 
silver for an eye-catching piece 
that can adorn any spot in your 
home. Add a few twinkling lights 
to refl ect off of the metallic ele-
ments to add even more appeal.

Bells or glass 
ornament wreath

Use fl exible wire to string a 
wreath of metal bells or glass or-
naments together in a ring shape. 
Bells not only look nice, but also 
lend a gentle twinkling sound 
anytime the door is opened. 

Floral wreath
Make a fresh fl ower wreath 

from a fl orist’s wreath and fresh 
blooms. Soak the foam wreath in 
water according to the packaged 
directions. Trim fl ower stems 
(carnations are durable) and in-
sert the stems into the wreath. 
Attach a bow to the bottom of the 
wreath and then hang. 

Creating festive wreaths does not necessarily require a lot 
of skill, and wreaths can be fashioned from a variety of dif-
ferent materials.

Some easy ideas 
for holiday wreaths
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There are ways for homeowners, whether they prefer subtle displays or more over-the-top 
arrangements, to save money and still celebrate the holiday season in style.

The holiday season allows people to 
transform their homes into won-
derlands of lights, garlands, and 

poinsettias. Each family has its own 
holiday traditions, and decorations 
are a part of many of those traditions.

Decorations might be awe-inspir-
ing, but those that include lights of-
ten lead to substantially higher en-
ergy bills. Fortunately, there are ways 
for homeowners, 
whether they pre-
fer subtle displays 
or more over-the-
top arrangements, 
to save money and 
still celebrate the 
holiday season in 
style.

Switch to more 

effi cient lights. 
A great way to en-
sure holiday dis-
plays consume less 
energy is to change 
the bulbs being 
strung. Incandes-
cent lights can use 
80 to 90 percent 
more energy than 
light-emitting di-
ode lights. Gradu-
ally replace older 
light strands with newer, energy-effi -
cient lights. Not only do these require 
less energy, but they also can last lon-
ger than incandescent bulbs, meaning 
you won’t have to replace them as fre-
quently as more traditional bulbs. Fur-
thermore, lower wattage usage means 
you can attach more strands of lights 
together safely.

Use timers. Timers can be set to 
turn lights on and off at specifi c times, 
ensuring lights aren’t turning on dur-
ing the daytime or being left on into 

the night by forgetful homeowners. 
Timers also are a good safety precau-
tion. A dark house that is normally lit 
up can advertise to thieves that no one 
is home. When lights turn on with a 
timer, it will create the illusion that it 
is business as usual in your residence.

Use homemade decorations. You 
also can save energy and money by re-
cycling materials into holiday décor. 

Trim branches from 
trees and use them in 
vases for an instant 
wintry look. Prune 
an evergreen on your 
property and make 
your own wreath 
with some wire and 
twine. Shop yard 
sales for gently used 
decorations that still 
have years of utility 
left. Sew ornaments 
from scraps of fabric 
or clothing that no 
longer fi ts. Each of 
these ideas reduces 
reliance on manu-
factured decorations 
that consume energy 
during production 
and fuel while being 
transported from fac-

tories to store shelves.
Rely on extension cords. You can 

extend the length of displays without 
using more lights by spacing out light 
strands with extension cords. Inter-
sperse spotlights to add attention to 
key elements of your display as well.

Turn off interior lights. If a 
Christmas tree is illuminating a front 
window, turn off the lights in your 
home, as the tree may provide enough 
light to make a living room or den ex-
tra cozy.  

Energy-saving 
decorations

Timers also are 
a good safety 
precaution. A 

dark house that 
is normally lit up 
can advertise to 
thieves that no 

one is home. When 
lights turn on with a 
timer, it will create 
the illusion that it is 
business as usual in 

your residence.

9921 Fourth Avenue • Brooklyn, NY

COSMETIC: 718.833.2793 • ALTERNATE: 718.833.7616
WWW.BAYRIDGEDERM.COM

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

Voted New York City’s Super Doctors 2013

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Botox/Dysport, & Facial Fillers  ■
injected by Dr. David Biro

Hair Laser Removal, Chemical Peels,  ■
Microdermabrasion

Consultations for Fractional Resurfacing,  ■
Tattoo Removal, Sclerotherapy

Join us every Tuesday for 
Cosmetic Dermatology
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An evergreen tree decked out in 
lights and ornaments is one of 
the universal symbols of the holi-

day season. The Christmas tree tradi-
tion is believed to have originated in 
Germany in the 15th or 16th centuries, 
when trees were decorated with edibles, 
such as nuts and fruits. They were later 
decorated with candles and eventually 
lights.

The National Christmas Tree Asso-
ciation says more than 33 million real 
trees are purchased each year, making 
the tree business a billion-dollar indus-
try. The following are some of the more 
popular trees come Christmastime:

Eastern redcedar: Branches of the 
tree are compact and form a pyramid-
shaped crown. The trees should be a 
dark, shiny green color. It can make a 
great cut tree with a homespun look and 
a pungent fragrance.

Leyland cypress: This cypress is 
one of the more popular Christmas 
trees in the southeastern United States. 
The tree will be very dark green to al-
most gray in color. It has little aroma. 
Some people choose the Leyland be-
cause it does not produce sap, which is 
great for those with sap allergies.

Colorado Blue Spruce: An attrac-
tive blue-green foliage and a good sym-
metrical form is what attracts many 

people to the blue spruce. The Colorado 
Blue Spruce has an excellent natural 
shape and requires little pruning to 
look like the perfect Christmas tree. 

Scotch pine: A classic conical shape 
and very good needle retention help 
make the Scotch pine a popular tree to 
cut for the holidays. 

Eastern white pine: A delicate 
green color and long needles are found 
on this tree. The rich fragrance may 
make it preferable to those who like 
their homes to smell of evergreen.

Douglas fi r: It has soft needles that 
are dark green in color. Those nee-
dles radiate in all directions from the 

branches to give the tree a full look. 
Fraser fi r: Another popular fi r for 

Christmas is the Fraser fi r. The needles 
are bicolored, with dark green on top 
and silver on the bottom. More fragrant 
than its cousin, the Douglas, the Fraser 
also boasts a slender profi le, which 
makes it suitable for smaller rooms.

The most popular Christmas trees

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Lobsters By The Ton!
 Cooked & Fresh Shrimp  Lobster Tails  Calamari

 Seafood Salad  Fresh Fish  Clams  Oysters
 Pei Mussels  Baked Clams  Fresh Lobster Meat

 Live Crabs and More!

JORDAN’S RETAIL MARKET
OPEN FOR THE HOLIDAYS

7AM – 7PM
12/10/15 THROUGH 12/31/15

Get the House Ready for the Holidays
Interiors  Exteriors Fences-Wrought Iron

Decks Clean Outs  Specialty Effects
Handyman  Color Consultations  Quick & Reliable 

Residential & Commercial 

718.442.4528

Stroke 
of Style 
Painting

Serving 
Brooklyn & 

Staten Island 
Over 

20 Years
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Clients are walking ad-
vertisements for this busi-
ness.

They are stopped on the 
street by strangers who ask, 
admirably, “Where do you 
get your hair done?!”

The answer is: At Pilo 
Arts.

The beauty salon is a 
Bay Ridge institution, hav-
ing earned countless awards 
during its nearly 40 years in 
business. It’s consistently 
voted the top color salon 
in the area, an incredible 
achievement because obtain-
ing this status is no easy 
feat.

Now is the perfect time to 
take advantage of experienc-
ing this level of expertise for 
yourself — and also to finish 
all your holiday shopping 
in just minutes. Purchase a 
Pilo Arts gift card of $75 or 
more, now through Dec. 31,  
and receive a certificate for a 
free blowout with a creative 
stylist. It’s a $31 value. The 
gift cards are ideal for every 
woman or man on your holi-
day gift list, and can be used 
for haircuts, manicures, 
pedicures, and spa services. 
This is one gift everyone will 
appreciate and is certain to 
use. 

The recipients will be de-
lighted because Pilo Arts 
strives to exceed all custom-
ers’ expectations. 

It has just hired a new 
manicurist, Anna, who 
provides customers with 
fabulous manicures and 
pedicures. It has re-hired 
Mariola, a 20-year Pilo em-
ployee, who has returned to 
Brooklyn, and is back at the 
salon, providing facials and 
waxings. 

Pilo Arts is a leading salon 
for brides and bridal parties 
who flock here every week-
end to get hair and make-up 
done. The salon holds bridal 
shows once a month during 
which free consultations 
are offered. Women get $50 
gift certificates to come in, 
meet with hair dressers, and 
see what their hair will look 
like, long before the big day 
arrives. They do all this be-
cause they are certain all 
brides will be more than 
pleased — they will be ex-
cited and enthusiastic about 
what they look like. 

Hair extensions are be-
coming more popular, so Pilo 
Arts has expanded services 
in that field. 

Owners Elena Solitario 
and Paul Pastore are the 
founders, and both are still 
actively involved in the day-
to-day operations of the busi-
ness. Pastore, a color expert, 
has loyal clients who can’t 
imagine having their hair 
styled by anyone else. 

“He is the best in the busi-
ness,” says Solitario. “A real 
talent.” 

Her son, Jude, is “the top 

CEO, who does a fabulous job 
with marketing. In a tough 
economy, one needs a CEO 
like him,” she says. 

Solitario is quick to credit, 
too, the staff of professionals 
who work at Pilo Arts, as it 
takes their dedication to run 
a salon like this. 

“Without them, we have 
nothing,” she says. Every 
staff member receives weekly 
training so that she may con-

tinue to grow and learn. 
“Education is key,” she 

says. “Top colorists from 
around the world come into 
the salon to educate them. 
Only through education can 
we move forward.”

While Solitario may call 
her customers “walking ad-
vertisements,” she certainly 
is one, too. Always radiant-
looking and full of youthful 
energy, she is on the floor of 

the shop, talking with cus-
tomers. 

“People come over to me 
when they want help,” she 
says. “My eyes and ears are 
always open, listening to 
ways that we can continue 
to improve experiences for 
them.”

It has always been her 
goal to create a haven for 
women, a place where they 
feel valued and pampered — 
at least for the short while 
they are here. 

“What is our business 
without them?” she asks. “It 
would only be four walls.”

Pilo Arts Salon and Spa 
[8412 Third Ave. between 84th 
and 85th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.
com]. Open Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, 10 am–8 pm; Fri-
days, 9 am–8 pm; Saturdays 
8:30 am–6 pm; and Sundays, 
9 am–4 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Pilo Arts Salon and Spa proves it’s the best in town
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour
Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 
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is carefully removed from a gift. You 
also can create your own wrapping 
paper by decorating brown postal 
paper with a rubber stamp or hav-
ing children color their own special 
murals. Don’t overlook newsprint as 
wrapping as well.

Paper is more cost-effective. 

You are bound to get more bang for 
your wrapping buck by choosing 
wrapping paper. Although there are 
scores of discount stores that sell 
low-priced gift bags, often the quality 
isn’t the same, and the handles could 
tear after one or two uses. Wrapping 
paper per inch is defi nitely more af-
fordable than gift bags, particularly 
when purchased on sale.

Wrapping paper lets you be cre-

ative. Cover a box with a patchwork 
of different paper scraps, choose to 
stagger colors of paper with boxes 
towered one on top of another, or tie 
on the biggest bow you can fi nd.

Paper is traditional. Look back 
to the classic stories of yuletide and 
you are bound to fi nd images of Santa 

Claus pulling wrapped boxes out of 
his enormous gift sack. Also think 
about how department stores used to 
(and some still do) offer complimen-
tary gift wrapping.

Wrapped gifts travel better. 

When carrying your bounty of gifts 
to friends and family, carefully 
wrapped boxes tend to stand up to 
travel better than gift bags. No one 
wants to receive a gift bag that has 
been wrinkled and crushed into some 
amorphous shape. Plus, wilted tissue 
paper can be off-putting.

There’s something magical 

about wrapping paper. The antici-
pation, the drama, the build-up to 
peeling aside wrapping paper and re-
vealing the gift has brought smiles 
to children’s (and adults’) faces for 
generations. It is hard to improve on 
something that has been successful 
for years and years.

Although the public may be swept 
up in rushing from here to there, 
there are traditionalists who appre-
ciate sitting down and spending time 
creating holiday magic by way of 
beautifully wrapped gifts.  

T he holiday season is a time to 
share happy experiences with 
friends and family. But recon-

necting with loved ones come the holi-
days is not always possible, especially 
when family and friends are spread 
out across the country, if not the globe. 
Even though these people may not be 
close geographically, they’re still close 
in our hearts and, therefore, still on 
our holiday shopping lists.

Some issues arise when sending 
gifts to faraway friends and family. 
Distance necessitates shipping gifts or 
making travel arrangements. To make 
that process less complicated, consider 
these suggestions:

Package gifts wisely. When ship-
ping gifts, exercise caution to ensure 
the item arrives on time and in one 
piece. The holiday season is one of the 
busiest times of the year for the ship-
ping industry, and packages may en-
dure a few bumps along the way. For 
fragile items, use extra packing pea-
nuts, newspaper, or other protective 

wrapping material. Choose the right 
size package so the gift does not move 
around much inside of the box. If the 
gift is expensive, insure the package 
in the event it gets lost or damaged. 
Also, you may want to spend a little 
more money to have the shipment 

tracked and a confi rmation sent when 
the package is delivered. This can of-
fer some peace of mind during a hectic 
time of year.

Take advantage of free shipping 

offers. Many retailers offer discounts 
on shipping rates during the holiday 
season. Shop at retailers that offer 
such discounts, as shipping costs can 
be exorbitant depending on the sizes 
of the packages being sent. In addition, 
online retailers may allow you to ship 
the gift directly to its recipient, which 
can help you ensure the gift gets to its 
destination on time.

Give gift cards and certifi cates. 
Gift cards are an easy item to ship, and 
can be sent within the regular mail 
for the cost of a stamp. Certain retail-
ers may have digital gift cards or cer-
tifi cates that allow buyers to email a 
special code to the gift recipient, who 
can then redeem the code for a pur-
chase credit. This is a convenient, fast 
and inexpensive way to send holiday 
wishes.

Don’t forget about inspections 

and customs procedures. Items 
shipped out of the country may be de-
layed by customs inspectors at their 
ultimate destination. Assume that 
certain packages may be opened or de-
tained, and ship such packages early 
so the gifts still arrive on time. Pack-
ages that look unusual or like they’re 
hiding something may be prone to in-
spection more so than others. Be hon-
est about declarations of value and 
what is contained in the package. 
Also, realize certain items, like fruits, 
vegetables, plants, or seeds, may be 
prohibited. Learn the international 
shipping rules for your gift’s destina-
tion prior to sending anything.

Distant family members and 
friends may be out of sight but cer-
tainly not out of mind come the holi-
days. When it comes to sending gifts, 
ship smart.  

How to send gifts to those 
faraway friends and family

HOLIDAY GUIDE

8705 5

MR. VACUUM COUPON

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER                  

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 12/31/15

REPAIR ANY VACUUM  
OR SEWING MACHINE

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR THE SEAMSTRESS & TAYLOR  
THE STUDENT DESIGNER!

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

WRAPPING
Continued from page 38
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When you are in the 
market for a used car, 
why not buy from Brook-
lyn’s highest-rated used-
car dealership? 

Owner Glenn Gub-
ner says, “We are the 
only used car dealer in 
the area with such ex-
tremely good reviews on 
Google and social me-
dia sites. We work hard 
to maintain our positive 
feedback ratings.”

It’s done by offering 
clients quality cars, fair 
pricing, excellent cus-
tomer service, and by 
providing repair service 
to all makes and models. 
To put it quite simply, 
“We don’t sell any cars 
with problems we are 
aware of,” says Gubner. 
“All cars are very care-
fully examined and all 
necessary repairs are 
completed prior to sell-
ing.”

It’s a plus that there 
is a full repair facility 
on the premises that in-
spects the cars that are 
offered for sale. Long af-
ter the customers drive 
off into the sunset with 
their vehicles, this ser-
vice can continue, mak-
ing the entire experi-
ence very convenient 
for everyone.  

At any given time, 
there are about 50 cars 
for sale in the lot, the 
majority of which are 
made in America and 
Japan.  

“We always have 
Toyotas and Nissans in 
stock,” says Gubner. “All 
are good quality, and all 
are good to go virtually 
problem-free for a long 
period of time.” 

Some of this cur-
rent inventory can be 
viewed at the company’s 
website, www.coney-
andvautosales.com, and 
a recent check included 
other popular models 
such as Jeep Wrangler, 

Jeep Grand Cherokee, 
Acura, Chrysler, and 
Subaru.

Financing is avail-
able to everyone, no 
matter what the credit 
history. 

“We offer extremely 
low rates for people with 
good credit, and there 
are low down payments 
for good credit custom-
ers, too,” he says.

What also adds to the 
positive shopping expe-
rience is that Coney and 
V Auto Sales is a fam-
ily-run business. This 
means everyone takes 
pride in their work, and 
they are eager to please 
all of their customers. 

The tone is set by Gub-
ner who says, “We are 
here to help people, and 
are willing to work with 
them.”  

No reasonable offer 
is refused, because the 
company’s objective is 
to provide patrons with 
a good, reliable mode of 
transportation, at a fair 
price, he says.

The management un-
derstands that because 
some potential custom-
ers may not already own 
cars, it can be difficult to 
get out to the shop to see 
what they offer, so pick-
up service is provided 
for serious buyers to get 
them to and from the fa-

cility. That’s service.
The staff is com-

prised of professionals 
who know the business. 
In fact, some of them 
have decades of experi-
ence in the automotive 
field, and are able to of-
fer expert advice. 

The repair shop is 
open to everyone, even 
if cars were not pur-
chased at Coney and V 
Auto Sales. In fact, Gub-
ner encourages people 
to come in with cars 
bought from other deal-
ers, and offers to evalu-
ate them for a flat $50 
fee. If the car is mechan-
ically and structurally 
sound, the staff will tell 

you, but if they find is-
sues, they will let you 
know what the problems 
are and let you know the 
cost of repairs.

What it all adds up 
to is this: “We are here 
to give you the best 
car buying experience 
you’ve ever had,” says 
Gubner.  

Coney and V Auto 
Sales [2510 Coney Island 
Ave. between Avenues 
V and W in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 759–6990, 
www.coneyandvauto -
sales.com]. Open seven 
days a week, 9 am–7 pm.

SEE OUR SALES 
ON BACK PAGE OF 
THIS PAPER!

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Have the best car-buying experience at Coney and V Auto Sales
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Ready for the Ultimate Car buying experience?
Gem Auto Leasing is happy to provide this free service 

to consumers and businesses to keep your 
auto buying experience fun and hassle free.

We Do The Work For You. 
Bring in our competitors price quote in writing 

and Gem Auto will beat it! 

OOONNE STTTOOPP SSSHOOPPPING - AAAAAAAALLLLLL MMMMAAAKKEES && MOODDEELSSS

1809 Gravesend Neck Road
(Bet. E.18 & E.19 St.)
Brooklyn, New York 11229

718-646-GEM1(4361) www.Gemautoleasing.com

“If You Dream It... 

You Can
   Drive It.”
35+ Years 
Automotive 
Experience

The tradition has transformed over the years, and now many children hang 
stockings by the chimney with the expectation that the stockings will be fi lled 
with gifts from Santa.

Mantles adorned with 
garland and other 
holiday trinkets 

make fi replaces come alive 
for Christmas. That magic 
is only enhanced by hang-
ing Christmas stockings, 
which are just waiting to be 
fi lled with goodies for good 
girls and boys. Those with-
out a fi replace often hang 
stockings from windowsills 
and stairway banisters.

No written record ex-
ists to explain the origin of 
hanging stockings on fi re-
place mantles. Despite this, 
many people link the tradi-
tion to a tale about St. Nich-
olas. As that story goes, 
St. Nicholas was traveling 
through a village when 
he overheard the plight of 
three women. They were 
poor, and their father could 
not afford an ample dowry 
to marry them off. Rather 
than have them end up 

spinsters, St. Nicholas se-
cretly tossed bags of coins 
through a window (or down 
the chimney, depending on 
which version of the story 
you read or hear), and they 
were captured in the girls’ 
stockings hanging to dry 
by the fi re. The family was 
overjoyed to have received 
such riches.

Soon news traveled 
about the mysterious money 
in stockings, and other 
children left out stockings 
for St. Nicholas to capture 

their own gifts.
The tradition has trans-

formed over the years, and 
now many children hang 
stockings by the chimney 
with the expectation that 
the stockings will be fi lled 
with gifts from Santa. Tra-
ditions once suggested that 
only gifts from Santa were 
left in stockings, while 
gifts placed beneath the 
tree were from family, but 
that has since changed. 
Stockings are now meant 
to hold small gifts while 
larger items are placed un-
der the tree.

Stockings should be 
hung away from the fl ames 
of the fi re as a safety pre-
caution. Some children 
even like to hang individ-
ual stockings on their bed-
posts instead of on a fi re-
place mantle.  

HOLIDAY GUIDE

Hanging stockings by 

chimney with care

Stockings 
should be hung 
away from the 
flames of the 

fire as a safety 
precaution. 
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BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA
Women have been 

driving vehicles since 
the 1920s — but until Gem 
Auto Leasing opened its 
doors this June, there 
wasn’t a women-owned 
auto leasing company in 
the tri-state area, says 
co-owner Diane Lasky.

She and her busi-
ness partner, Michelle 
Levine, spent a com-
bined 35 years working 
in the industry before 
realizing they had the 
knowledge, connections, 
and yes, the gumption, to 
change lanes and move 
full speed ahead on their 
own. 

“This business has 
always been a man’s 
world,” says Lasky and 
Levine.  

Not anymore. These 
ladies, two born-and-
bred Brooklynites, are 
now at the wheel.

Gem Auto Leasing’s 
philosophy is, “If you can 
dream it, you can drive 
it,” and both women  are 
committed to making 
those dreams come true 
for all their customers. 

There’s no running 
around to different deal-
erships to negotiate a 
better price. There’s no 
change at the last min-
ute because fi gures need 
to be adjusted. There’s 
no fi nancial manager to 
speak with. This type of 
back and forth takes the 
excitement out of buying 
or leasing a new vehicle. 
Gem Auto Leasing takes 
your car shopping expe-
rience to the next level. 

“Whatever payment 
we work out with you, 
we are true to our word,” 
says Lasky. 

The company offers 
all makes and models, 
accepts trade-ins, pays 
top dollar for cars, and 
matches or beats the 
competition. As an added 
bonus, Gem Auto will de-
liver your new vehicle to 

you at your home or of-
fi ce if you can’t get to us, 
says Lasky and Levine.

 “Whether you are a 
fi rst-time buyer or an 
experienced auto buyer, 
together we will fi nd the 
perfect vehicle for you at 
the lowest price,” says 
Levine.  

A common miscon-
ception is that an up-
front cash payment must 
be made to secure a good 
deal.  

“That’s absolutely not 
true,” she says. “At Gem 
Auto Leasing we have 
the true zero-down pay-
ment program you’ve 
been looking for.” 

Gem Auto welcomes 

the opportunity to dis-
cuss the auto fi nancing 
and leasing process, all 
at no obligation. You just 
might fi nd yourself driv-
ing off into the sunset in 
as little as 24 hours. 

Gem Auto Leasing 
can help you determine 
whether it would be 
more advantageous to 
lease a car or fi nance 
one. If you enjoy driv-

ing new models, and 
don’t want to deal with 
repair and maintenance 
issues that develop after 
owning a car for several 
years, then leasing may 
be ideal. 

Financing a car is for 
those who prefer to own a 
car for a long time, build-
ing up some trade or re-
sale value, and perhaps 
owning it long enough 
so that you won’t have to 
make any monthly pay-
ments eventually. The 
number of miles you 
drive each year is an-
other consideration. 

Either way, the fac-
tory warranty on your 
new vehicle still applies, 

and Gem Auto Leasing 
offers options that ex-
tend beyond that war-
ranty. 

Gem Auto Leasing is 
your one stop shopping 
auto leasing and fi nanc-
ing company. We do the 
work for you.

“When you leave here, 
you’re part of our fam-
ily,”  says Diane and Mi-
chelle.

Gem Auto Leasing  1809 
Gravesend Neck Rd. 
between E. 18th and E. 
19th streets in Brooklyn, 
718–646–GEM1 (4361). 
Open Mondays through 
Fridays, 9 am–8 pm.

www.GemAutoLeasing.com

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Get the best deal from the ladies of Gem Auto Leasing

Michelle Levine and Diane Lasky are at the wheel of Gem Auto Leasing, the fi rst women-owned auto leasing company in the tri-state area.

“Whatever
payment we

work out with 
you, we are true 

to our word.”
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P eople who love to socialize never need a rea-
son to entertain and welcome guests into their 
homes or hit the town with family or friends. 

Opportunities to socialize run the gamut, from 
birthdays to holiday celebrations to casual get-to-
gethers with friends. While each occasion is unique, 
the common thread linking social engagements of 
all sizes is the need to plan. 

Event planners are certainly a unique breed of 
organized individuals, but everyday hosts and host-
esses can borrow from planners’ tried-and-true 
techniques to help parties run smoothly from start 
to fi nish.

 
Begin with the venue

A great party starts with a good venue. In fact, the 
right venue can make a party, while the wrong one 
can break it. Consider the type of event and the size of 
the guest list when shopping for a venue. If the goal is 
to provide guests with an intimate setting to mingle, 
avoid large spaces. 

If you want guests to dance and plan to provide ad-
ditional entertainment options, choose a venue that 

has a dance fl oor and a stage.
Size is not the only thing to consider when 

choosing a venue. The location of a venue is impor-
tant as well. The venue should be easily accessible 
to guests and convenient for guests traveling by 
car and public transportation. Have a contingency 
plan if the venue is outdoors and weather may in-
terrupt the festivities. Remember, the venue is the 
foundation upon which the rest of the party will be 
situated, so take extra time to fi nd the right party 
spot.

Make a checklist
Take some time to jot down a list of what will 

need to be done for the party. Relying on your mem-
ory alone is not suffi cient, as you’re bound to forget 
some details as the party draws nearer.

Purchase a planner to help you keep track of de-
tails and payment deadlines. Store receipts in your 
planner, and keep it with you at all times so you 
can jot down ideas as they come to you. Don’t just 
jot down the things to do. Assign specifi c deadlines 
to each task so you will stay on track. 

Get help when you need it
It’s easy for hosts and hostesses to feel over-

whelmed when planning a party. Don’t be afraid to 
ask for help if you begin to feel overwhelmed. Del-
egate tasks based on your helpers’ talents and expe-
rience. Catered food is ideal for those who do not like 
to cook. If a friend is crafty, put him or her in charge 
of decorations or the layout of the venue. 

If the budget allows, hire professionals to create 
the right ambiance for the party. Store-bought sup-
plies are shortcuts that can keep you on schedule. 
The more help you have, the less stressful the plan-
ning can feel.

Focus on food and entertainment
When guests walk away from a party, their 

thoughts tend to linger on food and fun. Spend time 
planning the menu and testing foods that will be 
served, and hire entertainment that suits the mood 
you are aiming to create. 

Planning a party is a signifi cant undertaking. 
Employ some helpful tips to lessen the burden of 
hosting.  

Party plan like a pro
Make your festive fete successful with tried-and-true techniques to help parties run smoothly from start to fi nish.

HOLIDAY GUIDE
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CARS STARTING    AS LOW AS
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

CLOSE LATE

R DEAL

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 

Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear.  

Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 12/11/2015. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! ††
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
63k miles, Stk#18809

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$42,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995

$19,995
'11 ACURA MDX

48k miles, Stk#1321

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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To the editor,
Too many people in Brooklyn, es-

pecially in Bay Ridge, take the ser-
vice of police officers for granted. As I 
commute to different places through-
out the day I hear many people talk-
ing negatively about our cops. 

In my opinion people should be 
aware of the fact that these people 
risk their lives everyday to make the 
streets of Brooklyn safe. More events 
should be organized to show appre-
ciation for our law enforcers, and to 
make people cognizant of the service 
they provide everyday to make our 
lives safe.  Eugene Tsarytsenko

The writer is in the 11th grade at 
Sinai Academy in Bensonhurst.

To the editor,
I cannot believe how long this 

debacle at the Gowanus-Belt merge 
has gone on. Numerous times I have 
been cut off at the last second by cars, 
through no fault of their own, finally 
realizing where to be to exit for the 
Belt. The signage is basically non-
existent until the immediate point of 
the exit. Before that is some worn out 
slop painted on the road itself as to 
where you should be for the Belt exit. 

I cannot believe there have not 
been more accidents at this site. 
Where is the hypocritical Depart-
ment of Transportation with its 
Vision Zero? Oh, that’s right, if it 
doesn’t concern bicycles or ways of 
causing more traffic congestion they 
are really dumbfounded, but more 
dumb than founded. 

This project or whatever they are 
trying to achieve at this spot was sup-
posed to have been completed by the 
end of August.   Richie Hecht

Bay Ridge

To the editor,
All along Emmons Avenue in 

Sheepshead Bay there is an island in 
the middle dividing the street, with 
cars parked along both sides, making 
it impossible for drivers to see cars in 
the opposite lane. 

This is why they have left turn-
ing signals at all the major intersec-
tions down that strip, with the excep-
tion of Nostrand Avenue. This is why 

a woman was killed there recently 
while attempting to make a left turn. 

Had the city done the right thing, 
she would be spending this Christ-
mas with her family, instead of at the 
cemetery. Andrew Feinstein

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
The road under the el for the 

D train on 86th Street, from New 
Utrecht Avenue to Stillwell Avenue, 
is dangerous for a couple reasons. 
Many drivers are in a hurry and 
do not understand patience. When 
a bus is in the stop, numerous driv-
ers go over the double yellow line 
to pass the bus. I’ve seen cars and 
trucks, and even a few buses, do 
this. They do not care if there is on-
coming traffic. They just refuse to 
wait. Something needs to be done 
about this.

I was waiting for a B1 bus at Bay 
Parkway and 86th Street and saw 
signs at many pillars and above the 
street indicating that there is no left 
turn anywhere at that intersection. 
Between 1:20-1:30 pm I saw no less 
than 15 cars that made left turns, 
causing traffic jams. This is also an 
easy way for any pedestrian getting 
run over. Something desperately 
needs to be done about this also. The 
city would collect a mint, if cops went 
after drivers going around buses.

Ronald Cohen
Gravesend

To the editor,
President Obama is finally start-

ing to talk tough about the terror-
ism striking our shores. Yet with all 
the bluster nothing definitive is be-
ing done to end the scourge and send 
Islamic terrorists to their rightful 
end in the rubble from which they 
sprang. The hot-air cloud hanging 
over Capitol Hill is truly causing re-
gional warming.

I guess we will have to wait for a 
radical change to our government 
to bring America’s prestige and 
strength back to pre-Obama-lev-
els. Then we will put political cor-
rectness aside and deal with these 
groups, much like we did with Japan 
and Germany all too many years ago.
 Robert W. Lobenstein

Marine Park

To the editor,
I am as sickened as everybody 

else about the devastation in Paris, 
but I do not agree with those of us 

who would close our borders to Syr-
ian immigrants and destroy cities 
abroad that are now safe havens for 
terrorists. Destroying those cities and 
killing thousands of innocent people 
in the process would make us as evil 
as they are.

Innocent Muslims, refugees and 
their hungry, frightened children 
must not suffer just because a few kill-
ers may try to sneak into the country 
with them. We and our allies do need 
to screen potential immigrants from 
Syria, but we also need to help them 
find homes, not turn them away to 
starve.

Rather than creating violence and 
revenge, we need to improve our secu-
rity and screening methods so that we 
can detect potential terrorists before 
they strike. I still don’t understand 
how a bunch of terrorists were able to 
get into our country in the 1990s, go 
to Florida, take flying lessons while 
being undetected for years, and in fly 
planes into the World Trade Center 
and the Pentagon in 2001. We need 
vigilance, not vengeance. Vengeance 
always kills innocent people and 
spurs further violence.

The 74th anniversary of Pearl Har-
bor just passed, and I would like to urge 
us not to do what President Roosevelt 
did, imprisoning hundreds of loyal 
and innocent Japanese-American 
citizens in internment centers for the 
duration of the war, making innocent 
families suffer and depriving our 
country of the services many of these 
citizens would willingly have given. 
Let’s never again do this to any race or 
religion, including innocent and loyal 
Muslims. What we need is vigilance, 
not revenge. Elaine Kirsch

Gravesend

To the editor,
The loss of life in the Paris at-

tacks was a tragedy. Then the recent 
killings in California. How about the 
young women shot dead on national 
television? Now all the crazies are 
coming out of the woodwork saying 
everyone should carry a gun. So at 
what age should they be given out? To 
preschoolers?

Quite a number of years ago I at-
tended the civilian police academy, 
in which we experienced a simulated 
shooting. To be honest of all of us shot 
the wrong person on the computer 
screen, in what was a minor incident 
compared to what cops go through.

A few years ago there was a shoot-
ing near the Empire State Building. 
When the cops pulled their guns a 
few bystanders were hit by bullets 

ricochetting off buildings. Luckily no 
bystander died.

So before you arm everyone, think 
about the second or two a cop has 
before he or she decides to use a gun. 
Cops are trained, unlike loose-can-
non civilians who will fire and most 
likely kill innocent victims because 
they think they know what’s best for 
society.  Jerry Sattler

Brighton Beach

To the editor,
Surveys reveal that the “letters to 

the editor” section is one of the most 
widely read and popular of any news-
paper. Weekly newspapers, such as 
this one, offer readers a chance to 
speak out. It helps to have a snappy 
introduction, good hook, be timely, 
precise, and have an interesting or 
different viewpoint to increase your 
odds of being published. Many papers 
welcome letters commenting on their 
own editorials, articles or previously 
published letters to the editor. 

We continue to be fortunate to live 
in one of the few remaining free so-
cieties with a wealth of information 
sources available. Sadly most Amer-
ican cities and suburbs are down to 
one local daily or weekly newspaper. 
Newspapers have to deal with in-
creasing costs, reduced advertising 
revenues, and declining readership. 
I continue to be grateful that the Cou-
rier affords its readers the opportu-
nity to express their views and dif-
fering opinions on issues of the day. 
Thanks to you ordinary citizens 
have the freedom to comment on the 
actions and legislation of elected offi-
cials and more.

In the marketplace of ideas let 
us hope there continues to be room 
for all newspapers, and let us thank 
those few brave souls who are will-
ing to take on the establishment and 
powerful special interest groups in 
“Sound Off to the Editor.” They fill 
a valuable niche on the information 
highway.

Please join me along with your 
neighbors in reading your favorite 
daily and local weekly community 
newspapers. Patronize their adver-
tisers; they provide the revenues nec-
essary to keep them in business. Let 
them know you saw their advertise-
ment. This is what helps keep our 
neighbors employed, the local econ-
omy growing, and provides space on 
a daily and weekly basis for your fa-
vorite or not-so-favorite letter writ-
ers. Larry Penner

Great Neck, New York

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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H ave we really all become 
convinced that we are 
under constant terrorist 

threat?
The New York Times seems 

to thing so. In the wake of the 
San Bernardino shootings, it 
ran an article titled, “ ‘I Think 
About It Daily’: Life in a Time 
of Mass Shootings.”

But is this true? 
Seems to me that since 9-11, 

we’ve learned we’re made of, if 
not sterner stuff, then at least 
more rational stuff: We know 
that violence is random and 
rare.

Yes, rare. Especially here. 
Let’s talk about local crime 

for a sec.
In New York City, as in most 

of the country, crime peaked 
around 1993 and has been go-
ing down pretty steadily since 
then. In 1990, there were 2,245 
murders in the city. Last year 
the number here was 333.

That’s an amazing drop. 
But what about this very 

instant? Isn’t crime suddenly 
“surging,” as the headlines 
suggest?

The Brennan Center 

for Justice at the New York 
University School of Law 
crunched the numbers we’re 
hearing about. It found that 
while the murder rate is pro-
jected to go up 11 percent in 
America’s 30 largest cities this 
year — a stat that does sound 
alarming — the numbers are 
still far lower than 10 or even 
fi ve years ago. Here in New 
York, the projected number of 

murders by year-end is 357. 
That is sad, of course. But 

as the report notes, “in abso-
lute terms, murder rates are 
so low in many cities now that 
even an increase or decrease 
of just a few occurrences can 
cause a large change in per-
centage terms.”

For instance: If one person 
in a million dies from a deadly 
spider bite and the next year 
two people die this weird, icky 
way, that’s a 100 percent in-
crease. But it’s not as if deadly 
spiders are taking over Amer-
ica. (Yet!)

The picture gets clearer if 
we think in terms of deaths 
per 100,000. 

“In 1990, there were 29.3 
murders per 100,000 resi-
dents,” according to the re-
port, which cited FBI and po-
lice statistics. “In 2000, there 
were 13.8 murders per 100,000. 
Now there are 9.9 per 100,000.”

So while the “Murder Rate 
Up!” makes for a paper-sell-
ing headline, “Americans Far 
Safer Than They Were 20, 10, 
and Even Five Years Ago!” is 
just as true. 

When I spent 14 years at the 
New York Daily News, my edi-
tor would sometimes remind 
me that people read the paper 
because, “They want to know 
what can kill them.”

But that isn’t precisely 
the case. No one is writing 
thumb-suckers about the 
fear of heart disease. Only 
the most shocking and un-
predictable deaths get this 
kind of treatment. And 
these reinforce the idea that 
simply by stepping out of 
your home — or, god forbid, 
letting your child step out of 
the home — death beckons.

The Times chose to rein-
force the idea that not only we 
are all panicking about mass 
shootings, but that this dread 
is normal and perhaps even 
sensible after the California 
and Colorado murders. It did 
this by surveying the public 
with an online question: “How 
often, if ever, do you think 
about the possibility of a shoot-
ing in your daily life?”

Naturally, the people who 
answered are those for whom 
this question resonates — 

many of them apparently crip-
pled by an all-consuming fear 
of random violence. 

“I would say I think about 
the possibility of a shooting in 
my life regularly,” wrote one 
15-year-old.

The parents who re-
sponded sounded even 
more terrifi ed. They wrote 
things like, “The oldest of 
my three children is in kin-
dergarten. They have lock-
down drills. I imagine the 
fear and chaos of a school 
shooting. The children, my 
son, the life and love that 
can be taken away. How will 
I live with myself if some-
thing happens to them? I’m 
so scared.”

Crime is at historic lows. 
We are lucky to be living in 
such safe times. Until we em-
brace reality instead of the 
headlines, we will not be able 
to enjoy life or let our kids out-
side. 

That is a tragedy.
Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and the author 
and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

We don’t have to feel afraid after San Bernadino
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ll I can say to Brooklyn 
residents who want to 
venture into New Jersey 

to shop or visit is this: It will 
cost you!

With this latest increase 
in tolls — yes, another one — 
you’ll have to buck-up $30 just 
to go to the Garden State if you 
don’t have an EZ-Pass.

Those benevolent members 
of the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey have al-
lowed for a tiny discount for 
those using EZ-Pass, but with 
a hitch. You need to travel in 
off-peak hours, or lots and lots 
of times.

As of last Sunday, it is no 
longer affordable to take a 
hop and skip over the rivers 
and through the woods to visit 
our neighbor to the west. And 
how very special of the author-
ity to raise the rates during 
the holiday shopping season 
when savvy shoppers flock to 
New Jersey to all those malls 
and outlets to save a bit on the 
sales tax and gas. Whatever 
savings you might have re-
alized is now blown away in 
tolls. That doesn’t even begin 
to add to the cost of a summer 
vacation to the Jersey Shore 
beaches, even more expensive 
from last year, and that was 

expensive enough. 
It is really sad when you 

think about how we citizens 
were bamboozled when the 
Verrazano-Narrows Bridge 
was built. I remember my dad 
saying “You wait and see, when 
the bridge is paid off it will be 
free, no more toll.” Sorry, Dad, 
but that never happened. In 
fact, we have probably paid for 
the bridge many times over 
and there is no freebie cross-
ing in site. 

Members of the authority 
have stated that there will be 
no more raises for the foresee-
able future, but how foresee-

able are we talking about? Af-
ter all, this was the fifth hike 
since 2012. Really? Five raises 
in three years. Don’t you think 
that it’s a bit excessive? 

For those of you with deep 
enough pockets to go, here’s 
the breakdown: $15 for cars 
and motorcycles during peak 
hours, but a break for using 
EZ-Pass during “off-peak” 
hours. So I ask you when ex-
actly is “off-peak” hours? 
You figure it out, but “peak” 
hours are weekdays from 6 to 
10 am and from 4 to 8 pm, and 
weekends from 11 am to 9 pm. 
And how much of a break are 
we talking about? From $15 
down to $12.50. Wow, what a 
break. 

The rates raised higher 
than a high-flying kite last 
week and affected the George 
Washington Bridge, Lincoln 
Tunnel, Holland Tunnel, Go-
ethals Bridge, Outerbridge 
Crossing and the Bayonne 
Bridge. 

Not for Nuthin™, but I 
guess we are just going to have 
to stay in our own backyards, 
or consider selling a kidney 
every time we want to take a 
trip to the main-land.

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

wkward and 
fish-eyed, Pres-
ident Obama 

clung to his tele-
prompter like a bar-
nacle and responded 
to America’s worst 
I s l a m o - c a r n a g e 
since 9-11 with prosecutable 
indifference, forcing himself 
to confront the San Bernadino 
terror attack with a spacey 
national speech that coughed 
up more anti-terror phlegm 
and scolded Americans as we 
stand on the brink of an ideo-
logical collapse.

Obama remains commit-
ted to helping Islamo-jerks 
lay their freaky foundation 
in a free society, calling the 
killings a “tragedy” instead 
of barbarism, speaking about 
a “perverted interpretation 
of Islam” instead of excoriat-
ing Muslim radicals, and de-
manding that Americans — 
the planet’s most unbiased 
denizens — “reject discrimi-
nation.”

Obama’s Islamo-obses-
sions are a danger to hard-won 
American liberties — consider 
shariah law already here if 
we cannot speak freely about 

Muslims and their religion 
without losers blowing a gas-
ket. The inconvenient truth is 
Muslims created Islamo-sickos 
with their generational feuds 
and failures, but spinmeisters 
will tell you it is America’s 
fault for being a lousy nurse-
maid to a global community 
that has spent its existence im-
mersed in violence and is now 
shirking its global duty.

Muslims boast 1.6 billion 
believers and 50 Muslim-ma-
jority nations, collectively 
possessing the largest army 
and land mass in the world, 
controlling the world’s oil re-
serves, and ruling over im-
portant naval straits and air-
spaces. They should have 
consolidated their power and 
conscripted their able bodied 
masses long ago to battle Is-
lamo-fanatics.

The war on terror shows all 
people are not the same. Jews 

and Christians 
have advanced a 
civilization where 
even sworn enemies 
are accommodated, 
while Muslims have 
depleted their lands 
into lairs of apathy 

and taken arrogant root in the 
West alongside their murder-
ous militants. The bodies of 
the 14 people slaughtered in 
California were barely cold 
when the divisive Council on 
American Islamic Relations 
— an Obama cohort and a des-
ignated terror group in the 
United Arab Emirates, ex-
tolled: “We respect and honor 
the human life.”

Few can believe that with a 
straight face, especially when 
anti-Semitic Palestinians are 
using their children as human 
shields, Pakistanis are con-
demning Christians to death 
for blasphemy, Jordanian au-
thorities are hanging prison-
ers by their wrists from metal 
grates for hours, and Muslim 
nations continue to be home to 
the world’s most troubled com-
munities.

Follow me on Twitter @
BritShavana

rom “Fiddler on the 
Roof” — “A little bit of 
this and a little bit of 

that.”

Have you finished your 
Christmas gift list yet? Don’t 
leave it until the last minute. 
Here’s something you might 
want to consider: Maga-
zine subscriptions. They are 
available at almost any price 
— sometimes for as little as 
$5 a year — and on practi-
cally every topic for adults, 
children, seniors, and sports 
lovers. Google the topic and 
there is a great chance you 
will find it. There’s an even 
better chance the recipients 
will be thanking you all year 
long. Do it right now if you 
want them to receive the first 
copy in time for the holidays.

I did just that, and when 
I received my American Ex-
press statement, there was a 
minor problem on it. Before 
it became a major problem, I 
telephoned “Amex” and was 
connected to a competent rep-
resentative who understood 
the situation and squared 
things away in less than two 
minutes. Hearing his accent I 
asked where he was.

“New Delhi, India, sir.”
That struck me as odd. 

I am doing business with a 
company called American 
Express that doesn’t think 
enough of the “American” in 
its name to hire Americans. I 
will write and let them know. 
Will you join me?    

The following is from a 
story about a Stephen Colbert 
interview concerning bank 
charges:

“Can you at least just get 
back from them the $3 they 
charge us to take $20 out of an 
ATM machine,” Colbert said, 
drawing laughs from the au-
dience.

Stop! The letters ATM 
stand for Automatic Teller 
Machine. When someone re-
fers to the money instrument 
as an ATM machine, that per-
son is actually saying it is an 
“automatic teller machine 
machine.” There is no need 
to say “machine.”

Here’s a question that’s 
been asked on the Internet 
several times: “Would you 
go into a restaurant that al-

lowed guns?”
I would. Why not? It’s prob-

ably the safest place on the 
block. The real question might 
be: “If you wanted to hold a 
place up, would you attempt 
the crime if you knew that half 
the customers were armed?”

With the sounds of the hol-
idays in the air, I think about 
all of those homeless people 
on the streets holding empty 
paper cups asking for loose 
change. I usually go through 
about a buck a day, and I still 
find it hard making eye con-
tact with them. I was dining 
on my Sausage McMuffin as 
I noticed a very old woman 
peeking through the window. 
Still chewing my last bite, I 
snapped up to the counter and 
bought two more McMuffins 
and a pint of milk. The few 
bucks did not make a differ-
ence in my way of life, but it 
did matter to the old woman. 
She ate one in a hurry and 
put the other in her pocket. 
I will be on that same street 
in a few days, and I’ll be look-
ing for her. She is somebody’s 
mother or sister or whatever. 
I cannot help but feel sorry for 
her. There but for the grace of 
god... You know the rest.

My Jewish friends and 
my family are celebrating 
the holiday of Hanukkah. 
This year, the Jewish Festi-
val of Lights fell a bit early. 
Some years it falls late. I 
am StanGershbein@Bell-
south.net asking, when is it 
on time?

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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tella, Caesar, Blondie, 
Chris, Doreen, Charlie, 
Pumpkin, Tickles, and 

Oreo are just some of the 
names of New York horses 
that have been killed or in-
jured while working.

Working, really? That 
would imply choice, right? 
It’s really no different than 
an elephant in chains in the 
circus. Like the decorated 
elephant, carriage-horses 
have more pain than pomp 
in their day. 

And why is politics get-
ting in the way of their re-
lease from this prolonged 
bondage? Which Coun-
cil members are saying 
“Neigh!” to their redemp-
tion?

We’re going to make a 
naughty list below. These 
council members should 
only get coal in their socks 
this holiday season because 
they are standing in the way 
of humane treatment of our 
horses. But first, here’s some 
context.

In 2013, when candidate 
Bill DeBlasio was running 

for mayor, he vowed to ban 
horse-drawn carriages in 
New York City. On “Day 
One,” he said. Well, now it’s 
past “Day 700.”

New York has the highest 
carriage-horse accident rate 

in the country. Other cities, 
like Palm Beach, Santa Fe, 
Las Vegas, Toronto, and Salt 
Lake City, have banned this 
antiquated practice. 

Sure, it was lovely to have 
a horse take you for a ride 
when we needed the trans-
portation. But why is it nec-
essary now? Should a horse 
have no access to pastures, 
have a nine-hour workday, 
ride between SUVs and taxis 
honking and blowing ex-
haust fumes in their faces? 
Should flight animals that 
get “spooked” by loud sounds 
be the victims of an industry 
that insists upon their back-
breaking work so that they 
can make a living? 

There are other ways for 
them to make a living, and 
NYClass, an animal rights 
organization, has come up 
with a healthy alternative 
to the ugly and cruel indus-
try. Electric cars. Awesome, 
fancy, cool-looking electric 
cars can take tourists on 
rides through Central Park 
and the congested streets of 
Manhattan. 

The big problem in all of 
this is that we have political 
gamesmanship interfering 
with what is really a human-
itarian issue. In 2013, DeBla-
sio repeatedly and emphati-
cally said he would solve 
this issue.

DeBlasio blames the 
Council. Well, he’s partially 
right, because he does need 
their votes to ban this indus-
try, but it seems that if he 
pushed harder he could have 
secured the 26 votes needed 
to pass the law to ban the 
horse-drawn carriages in 
New York City. 

But good news may be on 
the way. On Nov. 25 DeBla-
sio proposed a compromise 
that would limit the car-
riage horses to Central Park, 
keeping them off the city’s 
streets. He has also proposed 
building stables inside the 
park so that the horses don’t 
have to walk the 1–2 miles 
back to their stables in Hell’s 
Kitchen. And finally, this 
compromise suggests reduc-
ing the number of working 
horses from more than 200 

to about 70. 
Just to be sure, the Coun-

cil members must once again 
hear our voices — we do care 
for all beings. 

So we’re naming the City 
Council “Neighsayer.” Let’s 
put pressure on them for 
this new proposal, which is 
not perfect but a heck of a lot 
more humane.

In Brooklyn:  Rob-
ert Cornegy; Rafael Espi-
nal; Daneek Miller; Jumaane 
Williams.

In Queens: Costa Con-
stantinides; Elizabeth Crow-
ley;  Karen Koslowitz; Rory 
Lancman.

In Manhattan: Corey 
Johnson.

In the Bronx: Andy 
King

Like Mahatma Gandhi 
once said: “The greatness of 
a nation and its moral prog-
ress can be judged by the way 
its animals are treated.”

Tom Allon is president of 
City & State NY. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com. Rebecca Cohen is a life-
long “Horse Hero.”

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

I ’m madder than Wilbur the 
pig when he found out that 
that spider who had been 

weaving stories about him in 
her web spit the bit over the 
fact that I had my heart set 
on getting myself the perfect 
Christmas present but when 
I went to the store to get it for 
me it was sold out!

Look, you all know the 
ol’Screecher usually has his 
holiday shopping done by 
Thanksgiving, and when I say 
“his” I mean “my lovely wife 
Sharon’s,” and when I say 
“done” I mean “started,” so it 
should come as no surprise to 
you that I’m still going crazy 
trying to fi nd presents for my-
self this Christmas.

And the thing that I really 
got my eyes on is this crazy 
giant mechanical hairy ta-
rantula that I knew would be 
great to play together with my 
six grandchildren and three 
dogs — Luna, a frisky Bos-
ton Terrier; Guinness, a giant 
who loves to slobber all over 
you; and Penny, a Havanese 
aristocrat from Cuba.

I was confi dent that my Ta-
rantula toy could have eaten 
them all up at the same time!

So you could imagine how 
heart broken I was that I 
couldn’t get one.

And here’s why.
Sharon and I were wait-

ing for our 3:35 Access-A-
Ride-pickup at one of my fa-

vorite haunts, the Burlington 
Coat Factory at 501 Gateway 
Dr., where the world’s great-
est shopaholic bought many 
things she didn’t absolutely 
didn’t need, and a cap for 
me. And we saved a bunch 
of dough by donating an old, 
used garment to their needy 
pile to get 10 percent off our 
purchases!

Ha!
Don’t ask how much money 

Sharon saved me that day, but 
it might have been enough to 
cancel out the national debt!

Sharon has perfected her 
shopping system because by 
being free to touch, exam, 
and try on every garment she 
thinks she must have, then 
depositing them on Tornado, 
which over-loads my seat, we 
become a spectacle that in-
vokes envy to every shopper 
in the store.

Gee, you must be think-
ing, with all that shopping 
fi nished, how could anything 
spoil a day packed with Christ-
mas shopping?

We had enough time to eat a 
leisurely supper at Applebee’s, 
then decided to end our shop-
ping spree at old J.C. Penney’s 

place at 360 Gateway Dr. We 
know from past experience 
that JC has the only lobby that 
has seats for their customers.

So at 3:30, I called Access-
A-Ride to fi nd out the status 
of our return trip. Well, I was 
shocked —shocked — to learn 
that I — that is, me — was, ac-
cording to their — the MTA’s 
— records, a no-show in 
Brooklyn when they came to 
pick me — that is I — up at the 
beautiful twin towers of Har-
way Terrace.

Well, I very calmly asked, 
“Then how come I have a pink 
receipt proving you delivered 
us here to Burlington Coat 
Factory located 501 Gateway 
Dr.?”

Nope, they said. You were a 
no show at W. 16th Street.

No need to say that it was 
obvious that this conversa-
tion with this MTA communi-
cation expert was getting no 
where, but my blood pressure 
was climbing, as well as the 
tone of my voice, when I fi nally 
composed myself, and asked to 
speak to a supervisor.

The superior reiterated 
what was on my call-in record 
and repeated that it would 

take 45 minutes to get to my 
taped conversation to deter-
mine whose fault it was. 

“Well it couldn’t be mine,” I 
told him. “I’m here where you 
delivered us!”

At this point, I was in pain 
sitting on Tornado since 10 am 
— going on six hours!

After many, many more 
calls to MTA, we were told 
that a 5:45 pick up was on the 
way.

Lies, lies, lies! 
At 5:45 I got a call asking 

where was I? Where I’m sup-
posed to be: at Burlington 
Coat Factory.

“Oh,” the driver said. “I’m 
on the other side by Targets.”

Sharon and I know that 
mix-ups are rarely the poor 
driver’s fault, and to quote an 
old Italian adage “a fi sh stinks 
from the head.” The MTA bet-
ter buy a lot of disinfectants 
because your service isn’t ex-
actly what the American Dis-
ability’s Act was designed 
to do — get me from place to 
place whenever I want!

Better, safe, reliable travel 
is not what is dished out now. 

Bah, humbug!
Screech at you next week!

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria

Carmine’s shopping ruined — by Access-A-Ride
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www.ridgewoodbank.comMember
FDIC

“It’s the most  

 of  the Year”
Wonderful Time 

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season
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By Dennis Lynch

This liturgy is not to be taken liter-
ally.

Medieval village idiots are forced 
to cobble together their own Christmas 
Mass following their beloved pastor’s death 
in Dzieci theatre group’s “Fool’s Mass” pro-
duction coming to three Brooklyn venues 
in December. The play is part comedy and 
part worship, but it is completely immersive 
— the village idiots are illiterate and need 
the audience’s help getting through the ser-
vice, the show’s director said.

“There is no fourth wall,” said Matthew 
Mitler. “We seat people, give them sheets 
of music, and ask them to pray with us. But 
we’re village idiots — we can’t read — so 
the audience helps us with readings, filling 
out the nativity scene, and in the end, its 
something we’ve all done together.”

The play starts as soon as audience 
members walk in the door, where they 

will find a cast of physically and mentally 
handicapped peasants patiently waiting for 
their priest, who took them in and trained 
them as a choir, to start Mass, Mitler said. 
The choir finds out the plague has claimed 
the priest, but they refuse to go home, and 
instead decide to put together their own 
Mass — except no one can agree how to 
do it, he said.

Hijinks abound as the group quarrels 
over how to break bread for commu-
nion and what rituals happen when. The 
actors improvise much of the dialogue and 
action, making use of the altar and fixtures 
available wherever they are performing, 
Mitler said.

Each fool has his or her moment in the 
spotlight, whether that is telling a hastily 
thrown-together story of Jesus’s birth or, 
in some cases, sabotaging the rest of the 
group over disagreements. But singing the 
hymns their late pastor taught them unifies 

the group, and with help from the audience, 
they eventually get through the Mass.

Mitler and his Dzieci colleagues wrote 
“Fool’s Mass” in 1998 to explore the mean-
ing behind the rituals of worship.

“We asked ‘What is a Catholic Mass? 
What is it on a deep level?’ ” he said. “We 
thought the best way to approach that was 
to do it from the perspective of complete 
innocence, without much of a goal in 
mind, sort of as a child.”

“Fool’s Mass” is fiction, but after writ-
ing the play, Mitler discovered that some 
European medieval villages held yearly 
festivals to mock the local bishop and the 
Catholic Church as a way of easing frustra-
tions with the powerful religious authorities 
that dominated Europe at the time. Mitler 
incorporated one of the songs people sang 
at those festivals into the play, but said 
“Fool’s Mass” is anything but a mockery.

“It’s not about making fun of anything,” 

he said. “It’s trying to explore and find the 
deepest levels of human nature.”

Dzieci has performed the play at church-
es, religious conferences, and homes for 
both mentally and physically handicapped 
people. The response has been overwhelm-
ingly positive, even if some folks were 
skeptical at the outset, Mitler said.

“People have all kinds of ideas,” he said. 
“We’ve had people angry at the beginning of 
the play, but by the end, they’re hugging us.”

“Fool’s Mass” at St. Johns-St. Mathew-
Emanuel Lutheran Church (283 Prospect 
Ave. between Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope) Dec. 13 at 7 pm; at Seeds 
Brooklyn (617 Vanderbilt Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and Bergen Street in 
Prospect Heights) Dec. 18 at 7 pm and 
9 pm; at Sure We Can (219 McKibbin St. 
between Bushwick Avenue and McKibbin 
Court in Bushwick) Dec. 19 at 7 pm. www.
dziecitheatre.org. $10.

‘Fool’s Mass’ a comedic take on Catholic liturgy

Judge not: The players in Dzieci’s “Fool’s 
Mass” have a hard time agreeing about 
anything, but the group coalesces beautifully 
when it comes time to sing the hymns the late 
pastor taught them. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Flip serviceFlip service
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By Lauren Gill

Time to get into the kitchen!
Brooklynites can go on a 

Santa-style cookie binge on 
Dec. 13, when an amateur baking 
competition hits the Royal Palms 
Shuffleboard Club in Gowanus. The 
event’s organizer guarantees that the 
spread will satisfy any sweet tooth. 

“You’re going to see some inter-
esting cookies, some weird cookies, 
some yummy cookies, and maybe 
even some s----- cookies,” said Matt 
Timms, the mastermind behind this 
weekend’s Cookie Takedown com-
petition.

The Bushwick resident  started 
organizing the Takedown food fren-
zies 15 years ago , and has been pit-
ting kitchen warriors against each 
other ever since. 

Thirty dough punchers will bake 
mass batches of their most original 
cookies in hopes of securing the 
Takedown title, and the prize of 
kitchen appliances to help their next 
baking endeavor. 

But the guests will be the real 
winners of the cookie extravaganza. 
A $20 dollar ticket buys attendees 
all of the delectable discs they can 
stomach. Their only responsibility 
will be voting for their favorite at the 
event’s conclusion. 

Winning recipes in previous years 
have included toffee peanut butter 
cup, a Sriracha cookie, and one very 
special sea-salt, bitter orange, and lav-
ender creation, according to Timms.

The cookie commander said that 
even though the event takes place 
during the holiday season, bakers are 
discouraged from baking bland butter 
biscuits and throwing some red and 
green sprinkles on top. 

“Holiday cookies basically suck,” 
he said.

Instead, he hopes attendees will 
embrace the holiday spirit in a dif-
ferent way — by devouring all the 

sweets they can swallow. 
“The holidays are about gorg-

ing and eat cookies,” said Timms. 
“There’s no other time of year I would 
want to do it.” 

Cookie Takedown at the Royal 
Palms Shuffleboard Club [514 Union 
St. between Third Avenue and Nevins 
Street in Gowanus, (347) 223–4410, 
www.thetakedowns.com]. Dec. 13, 
noon–2 pm. $20.

By Lauren Gill

Their sound is gone out across 
the land!

A Marine Park church will 
once again ring with a joyful noise 
on Dec. 13, when a full orchestra 
and chorus join together to perform 
Handel’s “Messiah.” The Good 
Shepherd Church has presented the 
Christmas classic each winter for the 
last 19 years, making the concert a 
beloved neighborhood tradition.

“It’s just a magnificent way of 
beginning the Christmas season,” 
said Michael Fontana, the music 
director of the church since 1991.

Fontana was inspired to launch the 
annual show by the strength of the 
church’s chorus.  

“After the first year of concerts I 
thought we have a magnificent church 
choir here,” said Fontana, “and as a 
means of … pushing them musically, 
I approached them about performing 
‘Messiah.’ ”

A 22-piece orchestra will back 

the church’s choir and solo perform-
ers during the 90-minute show. The 
concert covers the first portion of 
George Frideric Handel’s three-part 
composition — the part that deals 
with the Nativity of Jesus — as well 
as the famous “Hallelujah” chorus at 
the end. 

There are many performances of 
the cherished classic each winter, 
but Good Shepherd Church is one 
of the few in the borough to enlist a 
full orchestra. Fontana reached out to 
his friends, who are also professional 
musicians, to fill out the orchestra. 

Each winter people gather from 
around the city and beyond to catch 
the performance, which is free but 
asks for donations so that the church 
can pay its performers. Fontana 
said that 650 people flocked to the 
show last year, with one visitor mak-
ing a pilgrimage all the way from 
Pennsylvania. 

And Fontana says that he cannot 
wait to welcome folks back to the 

church this winter.  
“They love to come to Good 

Shepherd,” he said. “It’s just glori-
ous.”

“Messiah” at Good Shepherd 
Church [1950 Batchelder St. at Avenue 
S in Marine Park, (718) 998–2800, 
www.goodshepherdrcc.org]. Dec. 13 
at 6 pm. Free.

By Colin Mixson

It’s a special K!
On Dec. 11, Brooklynites will be able to pose 

and party with the single most iconic letter in all of 
Brooklyn the 66-year-old, 20-foot-high “K” from the 
Kentile Floors sign that once beckoned to F and G train 
riders with the promise of affordable bath and kitchen 
tiling. The stewards of the legendary “K” hope that the 
sheer spectacle of the massive letter will inspire Gowanus 
residents to join their struggle to restore and re-install the 
aging emblem.

“We invite our community and friends to get up close 
with the ‘K’ from the Kentile sign, with hopes that as 
we move forward with restoration and relocation that 
people will be more willing to get involved in some way,” 
said Paul Basile, president and founder of the Gowanus 
Alliance, a confederation of neighborhood businesses.

The Alliance took stewardship of the severely dilapi-
dated sign  in the summer of 2014 , after it was deemed 
too hazardous to remain towering eight stories above the 
streets of Brooklyn. The alliance worked with contractors 
to safely dismantle and store the sign in a 13th Street ware-
house until a new home for the legendary logo could be 
secured, according to Basile.  Had the alliance not stepped 
in, Brooklyn’s “Kentile Floors” sign could have been con-
signed to the garbage heap.

“There was an identical sign in Chicago, and that ended 
up in the scrap yard,” said Basile.

For its “Christmas with the K” party, the Gowanus 
Alliance re-assembled the seven parts of the titular let-
ter, and will encourage people to take pictures beside the 
enormous letterform. In addition to the hallmark “K,” the 
event promises lots of free barbecue and an opportunity to 
carouse with neighbors and local business owners.

“There will be some food, local businesses get to say 
hello to each other again, and hopefully new people will 
come in,” said Basile.

The Gowanus Alliance is currently  toying with the 
idea of installing the Kentile Floors sign at the Fran Brady 
Under the Tracks Playground . 

“Christmas with the K” at the Gowanus Alliance [135 
13th St. between Second and Third avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 576–3108, www.gowanusalliance.org]. Dec. 11 at 5 
pm. Free.

Getting up close to the 
giant Kentile Floor ‘K’

Fill up on baked goods at cookie competition

‘Tis the season: The Good Shepherd Church 
choir performs Handel’s “Messiah” last 
December. The choir has been performing 
the winter classic since 1996. 
 Good Shepherd Church

No better letter: Paul Basile, right, and a Gowanus Alliance member 
posed in front of the Kentile Floors sign “K” at the group’s holiday 
party in 2014. Photo by Jason Speakman

Om-nom-nom-nom: Matt Timms, the host of the Cookie Takedown on Dec. 13, says it is 
the perfect time of year to chow down on cookies.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Red-letter day

SWEET STUFFED

The ‘Messiah’ returns!
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Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Voices from Chernobyl” by Svetlana 
Alexievich

You may have been surprised 
by the Nobel Prize corona-
tion of Svetlana Alexievich, the 
Belarusian journalist whose work 
is widely unknown in the States. 
But her work deserves every 
possible commendation the 
world can muster. “Voices from 
Chernobyl,” Alexievich’s 1997 
account of the meltdown, col-
lects myriad voices of survivors, 
victims, refugees, and children in an attempt to put 
a human face to one of the 20th century’s worst man-
made disasters. Harrowing, horrific, and deeply humane, 
“Voices” is one of the rare documentary works of art that 
amplifies the voices of its subjects into the wild howls of 
literature.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: “The Age 
of Reinvention” by Karine Tuil 

This page-turning international 
novel was a best-seller in France, 
and has now been translated into 
English. The book follows a self-
made immigrant named Tahir 
and his methods of navigating 
success in the United States. 
The story spans Tahir’s child-
hood in Tunisia and his time 
in Paris, but mostly focuses on 
his life in New York, where 
he is a successful lawyer and 
has married into an elite family — but 
he isn’t everything he appears to be. This book shows, 
but doesn’t tell, broad topics like fidelity, love, honesty, 
deception, international racism, entitlement, and what it 
means to be successful.

— Rebecca Fitting, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “The Prize”                     
by Jill Bialosky

Art and desire intertwine in 
this incisive exploration of paral-
lel marriages and what happens 
when you live a life purely for 
love of beauty. Edward Darby 
is the partner of a prestigious 
gallery, and sees himself as an 
open reflection of the artists 
he serves. Agnes Murray is 
the young descendant of Irish 
immigrants, and her work combines the 
Old Masters with the recent historical horror of 9/11. 
Through these characters, Bialosky draws taut constant 
contrasts between the subtly transportive nature of sub-
limity in art and the gross banality of everyday life.

— Lydia Hutchins, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrook-
lyn.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Max Jaeger

We want to say one word to 
you. Are you listening? 
“Polyester.”

A jolly guy in a wacky suit is 
coming to Bay Ridge — and it is not 
Santa! Fashion icon Elvis Presley is 
not only alive — he is shaking, rat-
tling, and rolling through the Ridge 
this weekend. 

Get ready to welcome the “King 
of Rock ’n’ Roll” by doing your own 
Elvis shtick at one of the ’hood’s 
many karaoke nights on Friday. But 
first, bulk up for the role by sucking 
down about 10 chocolate-banana-
and-peanut-butter “Elvis Presley 
Shakes” at Bay Ridge Diner (8017 
Fifth Ave. between 80th and 81st 
streets).

Then flip, flop, and fly over to 
Three Jolly Pigeons (6802 Third 
Ave. at 68th Street) at 10 pm to 
sing “Animal Instinct” or go belt out 

“My Desert Serenade” at Blue Agave 
(7215 Third Ave. between 72nd and 
73rd streets) starting at 10:30 pm.

On Saturday, go see the one man 
who rocks a rhinestone-studded 

leisure suit better than yours truly 
— Midwood’s  Elvis shrine curator 
and tributeer extraordinaire Carey 
Weiner  will be the King at the Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center (405 81st St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues). 
And dads, keep your daughters at 
home because this  hound dog  is so 
suave the ladies just  can’t help falling 
in love . Tickets are $25 in advance 
and $30 at the door. The pompadour 
and circumstance starts at 8 pm.

Of course, if you are not into 
speed-addled Nixon lovers, then go to 
Leif Bar (6725 Fifth Ave. at Senator 
Street) to catch The Electrix per-
forming the acid-and-cocaine-addled 
noodlings of the Grateful Dead and 
Allman Brothers. It is sure to be a 
good show — they have “Captain 
Trips” and crew’s timbre down to a 
T — but you will have to  get a job you 
dirty hippie , because tickets are $10. 
Drop in (and drop out) at 10 pm.

Bay Ridge is getting ready for the King
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By Claire McCartney

This party will be hot as burn-
ing pitch!

A 10-piece band that plays 
hip-hop songs with brass instru-
ments will celebrate five years of 
musical collaboration with an exu-
berant, vodka-fueled party at the 
Industry City Distillery in Sunset 
Park on Dec. 12. The event, which 
will feature rappers, brass bands, 
visual artists, and specialty drinks, 
will set the bar for good times, says 
the founder and manager of the 
PitchBlak Brass Band.

“The anniversary party is going 
to be one of the coolest things 
we’ve done all year,” said Chanell 
Crichlow, who also plays the tuba. 
“It’s just going be a really beautiful 
night with really good vibes. That’s 
the whole point, is to set up a good 
vibe for everyone to just hang out 
and chill and celebrate with us.”

The ten members of PitchBlak 
met at the Manhattan School of 
Music, and played their first gig 
five years ago, at an Irish bar in 
Manhattan that was invaded by 
SantaCon. The Saturday night party 
is a celebration of all the group has 
accomplished since then, including 
playing the 2015 Brooklyn Hip-Hop 
Festival, and its upcoming residency 
at Greenpoint’s Manhattan Inn.

“We’re celebrating all the 
gaps, all the hardships, all the fun 
times, everything in between,” said 
Chrichlow. “It’s going to be a thank 
you to all of our fans. We’re not 
making money off of this show, 
we’re putting all of our stuff into it. 

All of our friends and family and 
fans — it’s a holiday gift to them.”

In addition to PitchBlak, the anni-
versary party will feature perfor-
mances from DJ Batty Jack, Flatbush 
rapper Latasha Alcindor, instrumen-
talist Ebone Trombone, and Balkan 
music group Raya Brass Band, along 
with visuals from Christian Hanon, 
food vendors, specialty vodka drinks 
made by the distillery, and a photo 
booth. Visitors who donate to a toy 
drive for children will get raffle tick-
ets and discounted prices on food. 

The combination of differ-
ent genres and artists matches the 
group’s blend of hip-hop, jazz, and 
pop music. The party also reflects 
the current state of hip-hop, said 

Crichlow, and should appeal to any-
one who interested in what is hap-
pening now.

“I just think if people really want 
to come to a hip-hop party — dif-
ferent, of this century, new s---, 
they should come check it out,” she 
said. “Our party’s going to represent 
musicians and artists and hip-hop 
artists all coming together to make 
something beautiful and creative and 
just going with it.”

“PitchBlak Distilled: Five Years 
of Fire” at Industry City Distillery 
[33 35th St., Sixth Floor, between 
Second and Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, (718) 305–6951, www.pitch-
blakbrassband.com]. Dec. 12 at 8 
pm. $15 ($12 in advance). 

Hip-hop brass band celebrates anniversary

Pitching in: The 10 members of the PitchBlak Brass Band will celebrate the hip-hop 
group’s fifth anniversary with a party in Sunset Park on Dec. 13. 

BLOW THEIR HORN
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943 Coney Island Avenue, Bklyn, NY 11230

646-494-7227
www.Atlassteak.com

Atlas Steakhouse

Pop the Champagne
with Atlas Steakhouse

The perfect food, the perfect mood

We off er a 
generous 

amount of food 
for a reasonable 

price 

Pick a Party Plan 
that works for you!

You have an event? 
We have the 

ideal location 
and menu 
to die for!

Whatever your event,
we’ve got it covered!

OPEN CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS DAY
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
SAT, DEC 12

SPORTS, BROOKLYN 
NETS VS LOS ANGE-
LES CLIPPERS: $40–
$4,000. 5 pm.

SUN, DEC 13
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS NEW 
JERSEY DEVILS: $70–
$1,350. 5 pm.

MON, DEC 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS ORLANDO 
MAGIC: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, DEC 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS FLORIDA 
PANTHERS: $25–$935. 
7 pm.

WED, DEC 16
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS MIAMI HEAT: 
$22–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, DEC 18
MUSIC, DEADMAU5: With 

Pusha T. $55. 7 pm.

SAT, DEC 19
SPORTS, CBS SPORTS 

CLASSIC — NORTH 
CAROLINA VS UCLA 
AND KENTUCKY VS 
OHIO STATE: $60–
$675. 1 pm.

SUN, DEC 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MINNESOTA 
TIMBERWOLVES: $20–
$3,000. 1 pm.

MON, DEC 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. ANA-
HEIM DUCKS: $70–
$1,750. 7 pm.

TUE, DEC 22
SPORTS, ACC/A10 DOU-

BLEHEADER: $30–$50. 
1 pm.

WEDS, DEC 23
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DALLAS 
MAVERICKS: $35–
$4,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, DEC 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. WASHING-
TON WIZARDS: $35–
$4,000. 4 pm.

SUN, DEC 27
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. TO-
RONTO MAPLE LEAFS: 
$35–$1,500. 6 pm.

MON, DEC 28
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $25–
$130.50. 7:30 pm.

THU, DEC 31
MUSIC, JIMMY BUF-

FETT AND THE CORAL 
REEFER BAND: $65–
$500. 9 pm.

SAT, JAN 2
SPORTS, HARLEM GLO-

BETROTTERS: $26-
$194. 2 pm and 7 pm.

SUN, JAN 3
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. DALLAS 
STARS: $135–$1,750. 
5 pm.

MON, JAN 4
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. BOSTON 
CELTICS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

WED, JAN 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. TORONTO  
RAPTORS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, DEC. 11
MENORAH LIGHTING: 

Come to the lighting of the 
world’s largest menorah 
every night of Hanukkah. 
Celebrate with live music, 
hot latkes, and gifts for 
children. Free. 3:30 pm. 
Grand Army Plaza (Union 
Street between Flatbush 
Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope). 

CARROLL GARDENS TREE 
LIGHTING: Celebrate the 
holiday season with your 
neighbors! Enjoy live music 
and food and drink from 
local businesses; Santa will 
give out donated toys to 
children. Free. 6–7:30 pm. 
The Human Compass Gar-
den [Columbia and Sackett 
streets in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 243–9302]. 

GINGERBREAD PARTY: 
Children 5 years and older 
enjoy a pizza party and 
get everything needed to 
build a gingerbread house. 
Reservations required. 
$50 ($10 for additional sib-
lings). 6 pm. The Art Room 
(8710 Third Ave. at 87th 
Street in Bay Ridge). 

SAT, DEC. 12
FUND RAISER, WORLD’S 

LARGEST CONGA LINE 
ON ICE: Join this attempt 
to set the world’s record 
for the longest ice-skating 
conga line. Ticket price 
includes skate rental, and 
will benefi t the American 
Cancer Society. $15. 10 
am. LeFrak Center at Lake-
side [171 East Dr. at Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 462–0010], www.
lakesidebrooklyn.com. 

THEATRE, “THE HARD 
NUT”: The Mark Morris 
Dance Group presents a 
1970s take on the holiday 
classic. $25. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

THE VIENNA BOYS CHOIR: 
“Christmas in Vienna” fea-
tures young musicians per-
forming holiday standards. 
$36-$45. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. be-
tween Amersfort and Ken-
ilworth places in Midwood, 
(718) 951–4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

SUN, DEC. 13
MUSIC, 2015 FREE HOLIDAY 

CONCERT: A selection of 
holiday favorites, along 
with an Irving Berlin med-
ley. Free. 2 pm. Kingsbor-
ough Community College 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5000], 
www.kbcc.cuny.edu. 

CRAFT ROOM: Get creative 
with a variety of materials 
and make a Jewish themed 
project. Free with museum 
admission. Noon–5 pm. 
Jewish Children’s Museum 
[792 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Kingston Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 907–8833], 
www.jcm.museum. 

GRAND MENORAH LIGHT-
ING: Join us at our Public 
Menorah Lighting with 
singing, Chanukah gelt, 
and a souvenir. 3:30pm. 
$13 ($10 seniors). 3:30 pm. 

Jewish Children’s Museum 
[792 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Kingston Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 907–8833], 
www.jcm.museum. 

SPORTS, NEW YORK RIVET-
ERS HOME GAME: The 
Riveters take on the Con-
necticut Whales. $20. 6:30 
pm. Aviator Sports and 
Events Center [3159 Flat-
bush Ave. in Floyd Bennett 
Field in Marine Park, (718) 
758–7500].  

MON, DEC. 14 

MUSIC, MARTIN MC-
QUADE’S “SONGS OF 
CHRISTMAS”: Free. 7–10 
pm. Yellow Hook Grille 
[7003 Third Ave. at Oving-
ton Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 238–1089]. 

COMEDY, STAND UP AND 
SING!: Comedians perform 
their sets and then do ka-
raoke. Hosted by Brandon 
Scott Wolf and Lynn Bixen-

span. $10 ($8 in advance). 9 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

TUES, DEC. 15
READING, JEREMY SORESE: 

Jeremy Sorese’s debut 
long-form graphic novel 
of futuristically epic pro-
portions, “Curveball,” 
juxtaposes the mechanical 
breakdown of the world 
against a compellingly 
quiet and human tale. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com.

THEATER, “ANNIE”: A Tony-
winning musical about a 
plucky orphan. $30–$75. 
7:30 pm. Kings Theatre 
(1027 Flatbush Ave. be-
tween Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com.

WED, DEC. 16
THEATER, “SANCHO — 

AN ACT OF REMEM-
BRANCE”: A one-man 
show of the true story of 
Charles Ignatius, the fi rst 
man of African origin to 
cast a vote in Britain, and 
the African-British com-
munity in England in the 
1700s. $25. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
visit/buildings/bam-fi sher. 

MUSIC, FIRE BREATHING: A 
new quartet of wind play-
ers performing collabora-

Off with his head: DJ and notable mask-wearer Deadmau5 will 
spin along with Pusha T and Slonk Donkerson (among others) 
at Barclays Center on Dec. 18. Associated Press / Robert Altman

A Hard day’s night: The Mark Morris Dance Company performs 
“The Hard Nut,“ its 1970s-style, gender-bent variation on 
“The Nutcracker” starting on Dec. 12. Stephanie Berger
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“MARLO THOMAS DELIVERS ONE OF THE FUNNIEST 
AND MOST TOUCHING PERFORMANCES IN YEARS!” 

Joan Hamburg, WABC Radio

“THOMAS AND MULLAVEY NAIL LAUGHS AND REGISTER HEARTACHES. 
JOE DiPIETRO IS A KEEN HUMORIST WHO ‘GETS’ THIS THING CALLED LOVE.” 

Roma Torre, NY1

“A FUN NIGHT!” 

Hoda Kotb, The Today Show

“A COMEDY GEM. 

YOU WON’T STOP LAUGHING!” 
Showbiz411

Joan Hamburg, WABC Rad

by

TRO
directed by

DAVID SAINJOE D

GOOD OLD-FASHIONED ENTERTAINMENT! 
A THROWBACK TO THE BROADWAY COMEDIES OF THE 1960’S. 
MARLO THOMAS GIVES AN EMOTIONALLY AUTHENTIC AND TOUCHING PERFORMANCE.

Charles Isherwood,  

“

” 

tive, improvisational music. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

THURS, DEC. 17
TALK, BAY RIDGE JEWISH 

CENTER BOOK CLUB: A 
discussion and analysis of 
“People of the Book” by 
Geraldine Brooks. Refresh-
ments served. $5. 7 pm. 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
[8025 Fourth Ave. between 
80th and 81st streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
3103], www.brjc.org. 

FILM, “SWEET DREAMS” 
SCREENING AND DRUM 
PERFORMANCE: A special 
screening of the docu-
mentary about Rwanda’s 
fi rst-ever ice cream shop, 
following by a discussion 
with the fi lmmakers and a 
special drumming perfor-
mance by the Gathering 
Project Drummers. With 

refreshments from Blue 
Marble Ice Cream. $35. 7 
pm. Roulette Theater at 
the YWCA of Brooklyn (30 
Third Ave. at State street 
in Boerum Hill). 

FRI, DEC. 18
CONCERT, CHRISTMAS OR-

ATORIO: Grace Chorale of 
Brooklyn presents Bach’s 
movements in Parts 1, 3 
and 6. $15 ($12 students 
and seniors). 7 pm to 9 pm. 
St. Paul’s Church (199 Car-
roll St. in Carroll Gardens), 
www.gracechorale.org. 

THEATER, “THE MAMET 
CHRISTMAS CAROL”: 
What if foul-mouthed Pu-
litzer Prize-winning play-
wright David Mamet were 
to adapt Charles Dickens’ 
classic story? Find out in 
this free show! Free. 8 pm. 
Ange Noir Cafe (247 Varet 
St. between White and 
Bogart streets in Bush-
wick), www.angenoircafe.
com. 

SAT, DEC. 19
WHISKEY, WAFFLES, AND 

WORKSHOP: Participate 
in a hands-on workshop 
and learn how to make 
two sets of coasters while 
drinking whiskey and eat-
ing waffl es. Includes a 
demonstration and all 
materials to make two 
types of coasters. $27. 11 
am. New York Distilling 
Company (79 Richardson 
St. between Leonard and 
Lorimer streets in Williams-
burg). 

RED HOOK STORY ON THE 
QUAD HOLIDAY: Cel-
ebrate Hanukiah, Kwanzaa, 
Christmas and the Three 
Kings Day with stories 
about the days, toy give-
aways for children to 13 
years old and light refresh-
ments. Free. 11 am to 3 
pm. Red Hook Recreation 
Center [155 Bay St. at Clin-
ton Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 722–3211], www.ny-
cgovparks.org. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12TH 2015

ROCK AND ROLL
Karaoke Fun Night

FEATURING

CARY WEINER
AS THE KING OF  
ROCK AND ROLL

ELVIS PRESLEY

FOR MORE INFO AND ADVANCE TICKETS CONTACT:
Bay Ridge Jewish Center  |  718.836.3103  |  Email: office bric.org

405 81st St. Brooklyn, NY 11209

DJ / KARAOKE / DANCING
BUFFET / CASH BAR
DOOR OPEN AT 8 PM

$25 ADVANCE

$30 AT DOOR

A  J E W I S H  T R A G E D Y
Written By & Starring BRAD ZIMMERMAN

8TH SMASH
MONTH!

Mon 7pm, Fri 7pm, Sat 2 & 7pm, Sun 2pm • $45 Mezzanine • $60 & $65 Orchestra • $99 VIP 
TWO DRINK MINIMUM (Drinks start at $6 per)

Stage 72 - Triad Theatre
158 West 72nd St., New York City

Box Office: 212-868-4444 • Groups (12+): 212-400-6800
MySonTheWaiter.com

“Delicious! Distinctly Original and  
Powerfully Poignant. Great Comedy!”  

“LIKE BILLY CRYSTAL’S 700 SUNDAYS!” 
– Jewish Week

“EASILY THE FUNNIEST SHOW TO HIT OFF-BROADWAY!” 
– The Forward

“LAUGH YOUR TUCHAS OFF!” 
– Huffington Post 

              

“I’VE HAD
THREE GREAT

OPENING ACTS
 IN MY LIFETIME: 

BILLY CRYSTAL, 
GARRY SHANDLING, 

AND 
BRAD 

ZIMMERMAN.”
– Joan Rivers
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We accommodate up to 100 guests  Buffet or sit down
Off-premise catering available 

Open 7 days for lunch & dinner

Free delivery 5–10:30 p.m.

Late Night Menu til 1 a.m.

Private Party Room

For party info call: 

718-238-9260

SUNDAY & MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

SATURDAYFRIDAYTHURSDAY

DRINK & APPETIZER 
SPECIALS ALL DAY

PRE FIXE MENU $2995

SOUP OR SALAD
18 OZ. N.Y. STRIP STEAK

DESSERT, COFFEE

HAPPY HOUR 5–8PM

DJ 10PM

PRIME RIB NIGHT

DJ 10PM

TACO TUESDAYS
PITCHER’S OF SANGRIA OR 

MARGARITAS $15

½ PRICE BURGERS

KARAOKE 7–10PM

WATCH ALL FOOTBALL HERE

NOW 
TAKING

RESERVATIONS 
FOR

HOLIDAY 
PARTIES 

HEY, HEY, HEY!  RUN, DON’T WALK, 
TO THE FUNNIEST FEEL-GOOD COMEDY ON BROADWAY!

“ONE OF THE BEST COMEDIES 
OF THE PAST QUARTER CENTURY. 

IT’S BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE 
I HEARD AN AUDIENCE LAUGH AS HARD AS IT DID. 
I LAUGHED TOO AND SO WILL YOU!  

IT’S SO FUNNY!” 
- THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

TELECHARGE.COM or 212-239-6200
 CORT THEATRE, 138 W. 48TH ST.  • SYLVIABROADWAY.COM

“���� 
CRITICS’ PICK!
  THIS BREEZY, FRISKY 

COMEDY IS A JOY!”
  – TIME OUT NEW YORK

“ANNALEIGH ASHFORD, 
as the labradoodle title character, 

establishes herself as  A FULL-FLEDGED STAR!” 
- NEW YORK MAGAZINE

“DANIEL SULLIVAN’s 
production of A.R. GURNEY’s play 
is WARM and BITINGLY FUNNY!” 

- ROMA TORRE, NY1

“STUPENDOUSLY FUNNY!  
MATTHEW BRODERICK and 

JULIE WHITE, TWO EXPERT 
COMIC ACTORS, are PERFECT!” 

 - THE RECORD

“A HOWLING SUCCESS!
 SYLVIA IS 

A WELCOME TREAT! 
ROBERT SELLA is HYSTERICAL!”

– ASSOCIATED PRESS

PH
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SEASON’S              EATINGS            E

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 
Noon–3:30 pm, $12.95 p.p. 

Toast to Our Past, Cheers to Our Future

For reservations call (718) 833-6666 

8201 Third Ave.  Brooklyn, NY 11209  www.pearlroombklyn.com

Brooklyn’s Most Awarded Restaurant

Ring in the New Year with Us 
Make this the  “Last Bash “ at the Pearl Room

We are moving this February to our new location 8518-3 Ave. 
Now taking reservations for New Year’s Eve. So come party for the last dance....

6, 7 & 8 pm seating $59 p.p. - includes 4 Course Dinner 
10 pm “Dinner & Party“ $145 p.p. - includes 4 Course Dinner, OPEN BAR, 

Champagne Toast And DJ all night! 

Buy a loved one a Gift Certifi cate, 
Let them be the First at the New Home of Brooklyn’s 

Most Awarded Restaurant

OPEN ALL HOLIDAYS 
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ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Lobsters By The Ton!
 Cooked & Fresh Shrimp  Lobster Tails  Calamari

 Seafood Salad  Fresh Fish  Clams  Oysters
 Pei Mussels  Baked Clams  Fresh Lobster Meat

 Live Crabs and More!

JORDAN’S RETAIL MARKET
OPEN FOR THE HOLIDAYS

7AM – 7PM
12/10/15 THROUGH 12/31/15

Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

Visit us on the web at 

kennedysbreezypoint.com

For more information and reservations call 

718-945-0202

Open Christmas Eve & New Years Eve 

Closed Christmas Day

Reserve 
Now 

For Holiday 
Parties!

Join us at Bella Gioia for New Year’s Eve
NEW YEAR’S EVE MENU

9 PM – 1 AM SEATING | 5 COURSE PRIXE-FIXE | $85 PER PERSON*

 ALA CARTE PRICE
AMUSE BOCCHE PANKO CRUSTED SICILIAN OLIVE WITH GOAT CHEESE N/A

1ST COURSE
FRITTO MISTO SARDINES, SHRIMP, AND CALAMARI 15

2ND COURSE (CHOICE OF)
RIGATONI ALLA NORMA EGGPLANT, CHERRY TOMATOES, MOZZARELLA & RICOTTA SALATA 18
LOBSTER RAVIOLI LOBSTER CRÈME BISQUE AND TRUFFLE FOAM 21

3RD COURSE 
BEET SALAD 15

4TH COURSE (CHOICE OF)
FILET MIGNON MASHED PARSNIP AND GLAZED CARROTS WITH A WHITE BALSAMIC VANILLA GLAZE 30
GADDINA DI CASA ROASTED FIRED CHICKEN, VEGETABLE COUS-COUS, BLACK TRUFFLE SAUCE 23
FILET OF RED SNAPPER EGGPLANT CAPONATA, LEMON-ROSEMARY PRESERVE, VINEGARETTE 28

5TH COURSE (CHOICE OF)
CASSATA 10
MINI CANOLLI 8
TORTA STRATTO 11

CHAMPAGNE TOAST, COFFEE AND SOFT DRINKS INCLUDED, ADD $35 PER PERSON FOR OPEN BAR
TAX & GRATUITIES NOT INCLUDED

*6 – 8:30 SEATING ALSO AVAILABLE  
4 COURSE PRIXE-F IXE | $65 PER PERSON

209 4th Avenue (corner of Union St.) | 347-223-4176 | BellaGioiaNYC.com

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS  
FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES AND CORPORATE GATHERINGS   

                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS                

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Happy Holidays to all our Friends & Customers
Now Accepting Reservations 

for Christmas Eve and “Day”, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day

WE OPEN AT 12PM ON NEW YEARS EVE
A Special Menu will be served for New Year’s Eve from 4pm to 12pm

Now Booking Holiday Parties
OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 12PM ON FOR LUNCH & DINNER
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                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS               

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR RESERVATIONS 929.295.8179 or email info@windsorroasthouse.com 

Visit our website for menu options www.windsorroasthouse.com      Host your holiday party or corporate event with us! 
Please check out our website for on and off premises catering options

JOIN US
FOR

THE HOLIDAYS

RESERVE NOW
!

426 SEVENTH AVENUE, PARK SLOPE

Christmas Eve
Prix-Fixe Special

Reservations Available 5-11pm
$34.95 per person

(plus beverages, tax and gratuity)
Includes Windsor Table Accompaniments and 

3 Course Meal with Choice of Starter, Entree and Dessert 
(Children’s Menu Available)

New Years Eve Bash
9pm–12:30am

$75 per person (plus tax and gratuity)
Includes:

3 Course Meal with Choice of Starter, Entree and Chef’s Dessert 
(Children’s Menu Available)

Full OPEN BAR

3 TV Screens and Outdoor Projector
*beverages charged as consumed 12:30am–2:30am

 

 
               

 

Christmas Eve Dinner
$38+ Tax & Gratuity

Choice of Appetizer
Caesar Salad
Dinner Salad 

Fried Calamari 
Seafood Salad 

Lasagna Bolognese 
Soup du Jour 

Choice of Entrée
 Shrimp Scampi, Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter 

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 

Boneless Breast of Chicken Francaise
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Angel Hair Pasta (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5 oz. Filet, 5 oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni 

Choice of Dessert
Ice Cream or Sherbet 

Chocolate Mousse 
Tiramisu 

Cheesecake 
Fresh Fruit Plate 

Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA

KIDS MENU
Fresh Fruit

Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries

Ice Cream Or Chocolate Mousse

$1695 
Per Child

+Tax & Gratuity 

New Years Eve Celebration
Choice of Appetizer

Lasagna Bolognese  Stuffed Mushrooms
Soup Du Jour  Fried Calamari

 Grand House Salad  Caesar Salad

Choice of Entrée
Roast Pork Loin

Served with Baconkraut Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered Sautéed with White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Shrimp Scampi

Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut  (Add $12.00)

Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails (Add $12.00)
Two Tails Served with Drawn Butter

Surf & Turf (Add $12.00)
5 oz. Filet – 5 oz. Tail Served with Drawn Butter  

All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Chocolate Mousse  Assorted Ice Cream  Cheesecake 

Tiramisu  Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel

MIDNIGHT PARTY
9:30 or 10:00 pm seating

Featuring 
Tommy Andersen & DJ Neil

OPEN BAR
Dancing, Hats, Noisemakers 

Champagne Toast
Starting at

$85.00 p.p.+ tax & tip

NEW YEARS EVE
Early Seatings

Starting at
$38.00 p.p.+ tax & tip

Call For Reservations

NEW YEARS DAY
Brunch, 12pm - 3pm
Dinner, 3pm - 8pm

GreenhouseCafe.com
Valet Parking

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke

every Monday and 
Wednesday 8 pm 

Original
Thursdays 8 pm

Live Music
All Weekend718 -989 -8952
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Kouros Bay Diner

3861 Nostrand Ave. (Off Ave. Z) Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-743-5776 or 5777

                

Merry Christmas
and  a 

Happy New Year  
to all 

From The Giannakouros Family

Open All Day Christmas 
and New Year’s Day... 

Closed 9:00pm Christmas and New Year’s Eve

718-769-4754 • 718-769-7474

LET US CATER YOUR
HOLIDAY GET TOGETHER

TURKISH RESTAURANT
2623 East 16th St., Brooklyn 

RH

Order Online at
www.mygyro.com

FREE DELIVERY
11am–11pm 

($15 minimum depending on location)

Open 7 Days a Week
11am–midnight

Open Bar, Cocktail Hour with Passed 
Hors D’oeuvres & Pasta Station, Surf & Turf Dinner

Champagne Toast at Midnight, 
Dessert & Coffee, DJ, Hats, Noisemakers...

CALL FOR INFO

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 
CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

DATES AVAILABLE IN OUR BANQUET ROOMS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES
30–200 PEOPLE

INQUIRE ABOUT BUCKEY’S 3 HOUR COCKTAIL PARTY 
$40 PER PERSON

For information and reservations 718-998-4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

                          SEASON’S                 EATINGS                
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Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 
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BY BRANDON MAUK
Taysir Mack rewarded his 
teammates’ faith in him with 
Grand Street’s fi rst-ever city 
championship win.

The Wolves were fourth 
down and fi ve to go at Eras-
mus Hall’s 35-yard line with 
less than two minutes to play 
and just a two-point lead dur-
ing the Public School Athletic 
League City Conference foot-
ball championship at Yan-
kee Stadium on Dec. 5. Coach 
Bruce Eugene wanted to punt, 
but the entire offense rallied 
behind star receiver Taysir 
Mack, Eugene said.

“They told me ‘Nah, coach, 
give the ball to Taysir,’ ” Eu-
gene said. 

And Mack didn’t disap-
point.

Quarterback Sharif Har-
ris-Legree found him for a 
fi ve-yard reception at the 30-
yard line that picked up just 
enough for a game-sealing 
fi rst down.

The play allowed second-

seeded Grand Street to hold 
No. 6 Erasmus Hall to 28–26 
and win the school’s fi rst-ever 
championship.

Mack hadn’t caught a sin-
gle pass in the second half, 
but Eugene and the rest of the 
Wolves put their faith in him, 
he said.

“Coach said, ‘It’s on you. 
We catch this, we win’,” said 
Mack, who hauled in a total 
six passes for 92 yards.

The Wolves (13–0) com-
pleted a perfect season by 
sticking to their guns — Eu-
gene leaned on a Harris-
Legree-and-Mack passing at-
tack in the fi rst half and then 
went to his running game and 
defense after the break.

“They believed in each 
other, and they played for each 
other, and they got the job 
done,” said Eugene, who be-
came the fi rst African-Ameri-
can coach to win the crown.

Erasmus Hall fell short in 
the fi nal for the second consec-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
A mega-star is born.

Danny Jacobs used three 
big right hands and a few 
lighting-quick fl urries to 
earn a dramatic technical 
knockout of Peter Quillin 
at 1:25 of the fi rst round in 
a World Boxing Association 
middleweight title bout in 
front of a 8,443-strong crowd 
at Barclays Center on Dec. 5. 
The Brownsville boxer and 
cancer survivor saw the pre-
viously unbeaten Downtown 
denizen Quillin stagger after 
a hard right-hander in the 
fi rst round and never let up. 
Jacobs could see in Quillin’s 
eyes that he was hurt, so he 
rushed his staggering oppo-

nent, throwing punch after 
punch after punch.

“When I came in with the 
heavy shot, I knew I hurt 
him,” Jacobs said. “Then I 
went in for the kill.”

Quillin (32–1–1, 23 knock-
outs) escaped for a moment, 
but Jacobs (31–1–0, 28 knock-
outs) landed two more hard 
rights to Quillin’s left tem-
ple and watched him stumble 
into the ropes. Quillin wob-
bled, and his eyes glazed over 
as he rose. Referee Harvey 
Dock stopped the fi ght. Quil-
lin never took a knee to com-
pose himself. 

“I was able to catch him 
with the right, and I seen his 
eyes,” Jacobs said. “It looked 

like his  equilibration  was off. 
So I just corralled him and 
threw big shots.”

Quillin saw no contro-
versy in the stoppage and felt 
the referee had his long-term 
health in mind.

“Harvey was defi nitely do-
ing his job,” he said. 

Jacobs’ aggression quickly 
ended a fi ght that was two 
years in the making. He has 
been calling out Quillin, the 
former World Boxing Orga-
nization champ, in hopes of 
landing a fi ght that would 
help his career and settle 
the battle for who is the best 
fi ghter from Brooklyn.

Promoter Lou DiBella 

Continued on page 76

Continued on page 76

• ‘They played for each 
other and they got the 
job done.’

• ‘No matter how many 
times I say it ... I’m 
getting better.’

— Coach Bruce Eugene on Grand Street’s win — Heather Hardy on her recent win

STAR IS BORN: Danny Jacobs used three big right hands and a few light-
ing quick fl urries to earn a dramatic technical knockout of Peter Quillin 
in a World Boxing Association middleweight title bout at Barclays Center 
on Dec. 5.  Photo by Steve Schnibbe

CHAMPS: The Grand Street players celebrate the school’s fi rst ever Public School Athletic League City Confer-
ence football crown. Photo by Robert Cole

Jacobs’s star rises after 
fi rst-round TKO of Quillin

Big Mack: Star receiver seals title win
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Y ou don’t have to like 
Grand Street, but that 
doesn’t change the 

history it made winning its 
fi rst city championship.

“Through all our ups 
and down, trials and tribula-
tions, everything came down 
to this,” said Grand Street 
coach Bruce Eugene. “My 
kids fought. They clawed. 
They scratched. It was well 
worth it.”   

The Wolves feed off play-
ing the villain, fully embrac-
ing it. The coaches wear all-
black hoodies that say “NY’s 
Most Hated” with pride.  

The boisterous Eugene 
enjoyed his championship 
moment by grabbing televi-
sion microphones after his 
clubs’ 28–26 victory against 
Erasmus Hall at Yankee 
Stadium on Dec. 6, swaying 
back and forth, and yelling 
“At the end of the day, it says 
28–26 — 28–26 Grand Street!” 
as his team chanted along. It 
was the Wolves’ fi rst-ever 
title, and Eugene is the fi rst 
African-American coach to 
win one at the league’s high-
est level.

His team didn’t get there 
by playing nice or making 
popular choices.

Eugene took heat for all 
the transfers he brought in, 
including senior quarter-
back Sharif Harris-Legree 
from Fort Hamilton. The 
coach was suspended two 
games for breaking the 
league’s rules regarding 
scrimmages when his club 
played Jersey’s Pope John 
Paul XXII Academy at Rut-
gers University. 

Most recently, he and the 
school took fl ak for allow-
ing senior Rahmel Ashby 
to play after police arrested 
the running back on Oct. 30 
on gun possession charges. 
Ashby, who was eligible to 
play by league academic and 
attendance rules, was also 
arrested in April 2014 for at-
tempted murder, court re-
cords show.

“It’s always daggers,” 
Eugene said. “If it ain’t one 
thing it’s another thing.”

Eugene praised how 
Ashby (24 carries, 116 yards) 
played after the story broke 
days before the big game.

“You saw the way he ran 
the ball,” he said. “Every-
thing else was blocked out. 
He played his tail off.”

Eugene should be more 
concerned with Ashby’s 
actions off the fi eld — and 
teaching the young man a 
lesson by sitting him and 
showing there are conse-
quences for your actions, 
whether he is eventually 
found innocent or not. That 
is the very essence of high 
school sports.

But that wasn’t Grand 
Street’s operation during its 
undefeated season.

It overcame Harris-
Legree sitting out two games 
over eligibility issues. It 
overcame 14 penalties for 
141 yards to beat defending 
champion Abraham Lin-
coln in the regular season. 
Grand Street got the benefi t 
of an offensive pass interfer-
ence call against Curtis that 
wiped away a potentially 
game-winning touchdown in 
the semifi nals after 15 total 
Wolves penalties. 

Nothing mattered in the 
end, thanks to the team’s 
unity. 

“When everyone wants 
the same thing, it’s easy,” re-
ceiver Taysir Mack said.

Things ended exactly as 
planned, and what others 
are saying matters less now 
than ever. The celebration at 
Yankee Stadium ended with 
Eugene — trophy in hand — 
singing “We are the Champi-
ons” with his coaches as he 
walked of the fi eld. 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Park Slope’s boxing rabbi got 
an early Hanukkah gift on 
Saturday.

Former world super welter-
weight champion Yuri Fore-
man earned a unanimous de-
cision victory   — 77–75 on all 
three scorecards — over Len-
wood Dozier in his fi rst fi ght 
in more than two years at Bar-
clays Center on Dec. 5. He left 
the sport after a series of inju-
ries and became an Orthodox 
rabbi during his hiatus.

Foreman chose to get back 
between the ropes after miss-
ing his fi rst love of boxing, 
and now he is looking to make 
another run at a title. The 
35-year-old said a knee injury 
kept him from performing at 
100 percent when he lost the 
belt to Miguel Cotto in 2010 — 
now he wants to see what he 
has left. 

“I miss what I do,” Fore-
man said. “I missed the whole 
process, the whole routine. I 
want to get another crack at 
the title.” 

Foreman felt ring rust 
early, and a few heavy Dozier 
shots caught him fl ush, but 
Foreman shed the cobwebs in 
the later rounds and landed 
enough hits to take home the 
victory. Foreman is happy to 
be back.

“I liked the whole process, 

butterfl ies and all that,” he 
said. “It was a good feeling to 
experience again.”

Wait worth it for 
Hardy

Heather Hardy scored a 
unanimous 80–72, 80–72, 79–73 
victory over Noemi Bosques 
after waiting more than seven 
hours to get into the ring. The 
rematch of a fi ght Hardy won 

by split decision back in May 
was a swing bout originally 
scheduled fourth but which 
didn’t go on until after the 
main event because of time 
constraints. Hardy had to ad-
just.  

“I was so nervous, because 
I was tired,” she said. “I was 
falling a sleep in the dressing 
room.”

BY BRANDON MAUK
There was no dramatic come-
back this time. 

The sixth-seeded Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt football team 
used a last-minute fake fi eld 
goal to reach the fi nals, but 
there was no 11th-hour specta-
cle in the championship game. 
The team’s quest for a second-
straight title ended with a bit-
ter, 42–14 loss to No. 2 Truman 
in the Public School Athletic 
League Bowl Conference 
championship at MCU Park on 
Dec. 5. Still getting there was 
an accomplishment in itself, 
one player said.

“No one thought we were 
going to come back here and 
play again,” senior ReJohn 
Williams said. “I’m proud that 
we actually did make it here.”

Roosevelt managed just 
one offensive touchdown all 
game, and Truman shut down 

quarterback Nadir Hassan 
and the Cougars’ potent rush-
ing attack. It put the team in a 
36–8 hole and left coach Paul 
Klyap impressed with the new 
champs.

“We were pulling out some 
pretty tough games [all year], 

and it just ran out on us,” he 
said. “They’re good. Truman 
was good. I give all the credit 
to them.”

Truman jumped out to a 
16–0 lead in the second quar-
ter. Roosevelt responded with 
a nine-play, 74-yard drive 
capped by a six-yard touch-
down pass from Hassan to Re-
John Williams with 43.8 sec-
onds left.

Just as it looked like the 
Cougars squad was turn-
ing the tables, Truman stole 
the momentum right back. 
Roosevelt (10–4) attempted to 
boot the ensuing kickoff away 
from Truman’s main returner 
Ramon Jefferson, but Mus-
tangs quarterback Imotep 
Cromer took it and went the 
distance for a 72-yard touch-
down return. Just like that, 
Truman (12–1) led by two 

GONE: Franklin Roosevelt’s Re 
John Williams runs for a big gain 
against Truman. Photo by Robert Cole

BACK IN GLOVES: Yuri Foreman returned to the ring ater a two-year 
hiatus to take on Lenwood Dozier. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Boxing rabbi victorious 
after two-year sabbatical

Cougars fall in quest for title 

Wolves enjoy 
playing villains 

to the end

Continued on page 76

Continued on page 76



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 11–17, 2015 75  B GM BR

SPORTS

�
��

��
��
	


��
�

��
��
��

��
��

���
��
��
��

��
��
��
��
��

��
��

�
��
��

���
�
��

��
��
��

��
��
��

��
��

��
��

� 
!B

R
O

O
K

L
Y

N
’S

 O
N

L
Y

 G
M

 D
E

A
L

E
R

!
K

R
IS

TA
L

A
U

T
O

M
A

LL
.C

O
M

/S
P

E
C

IA
L

-O
FF

E
R

S

H
o
m

e
 o

f 
th

e
M

on
th

ly
 

Le
as

e!

LA
ST

 M
IN

UT
E 

US
ED

 C
AR

 D
EA

LS

Pr
ic

in
g 

do
es

 n
ot

 a
pp

ly
 t

o 
pr

ev
io

us
 o

ffe
rs

. 
O

th
er

 r
es

tr
ic

tio
ns

 m
ay

 a
pp

ly.
 S

ee
de

al
er

 fo
r 

co
m

pl
et

e 
de

ta
ils

. O
ffe

r 
ex

pi
re

s 
12

/3
1/

15
.

��
��

��
��	


��
�

���
���

��
���

��
���

��
�

88
8-
27

1-
49

05
�
�
�
��
���
�	

	
��
�
	


��
�

C
he

vy
-C

ad
ill

ac
 -

 1
01

52
93

, B
ui

ck
-G

M
C

 -
 1

18
90

38
. M

us
t b

e 
cu

rr
en

t C
os

tc
o 

cu
st

om
er

 to
 q

ua
lif

y.
 P

ric
es

 in
cl

ud
e 

al
l r

eb
at

es
 a

nd
 in

ce
nt

iv
es

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
$1

50
0 

N
on

-G
M

 C
om

pe
tit

iv
e 

Le
as

e 
in

 h
ou

se
Le

as
es

 a
re

 2
4 

m
on

th
s 

an
d 

in
cl

ud
e 

10
k 

m
ile

s 
pe

r 
ye

ar
 w

ith
 c

us
to

m
er

 r
es

po
ns

ib
le

 fo
r 

25
 c

en
ts

 p
er

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 m

ile
 a

nd
 e

xc
es

si
ve

 w
ea

r 
an

d 
te

ar
. P

ric
es

 d
o 

no
t i

nc
lu

de
 T

ax
, D

M
V 

fe
e,

 $
59

5 
ac

fe
e 

or
 fi 

rs
t m

on
th

s 
pa

ym
en

t. 
Th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

do
w

n 
pa

ym
en

ts
 a

re
 re

qu
ire

d:
 2

01
6 

Eq
ui

no
x 

LS
 F

W
D

: $
1,

97
5 

, 2
01

6 
C

ru
ze

 1
LT

: $
72

4 
, 2

01
6 

M
al

ib
u 

1L
T:

 $
1,

20
0,

 2
01

5 
En

co
re

 A
W

D
: $

1,
99

8,
 2

01
6

FW
D

: $
2,

99
9,

 2
01

6 
Te

rr
ai

n 
FW

D
: $

1,
50

0.
 N

o 
tw

o 
of

fe
rs

 c
om

bi
ne

d.
 P

ic
tu

re
s 

fo
r 

ill
us

tr
at

io
n 

pu
rp

os
es

 o
nl

y.
 M

us
t t

ak
e 

sa
m

e 
da

y 
de

liv
er

y.
 O

ffe
rs

 e
xp

ire
 1

2/
31

/1
5.

C
O

ST
C

O
 M

EM
B

ER
S:

N
O

W
 T

H
R

O
U

G
H

 1
2

/3
1

/1
5

*S
E

E
 D

E
A

L
E

R
 F

O
R

 D
E

TA
IL

S
. 

20
16

 Bu
ick

 V
ER

AN
O

 FW
D 

CO
NV

EN
IEN

CE
20

16
 G

M
C 

SL
E T

ER
RA

IN
 FW

D

��
��

��
$ 12

9 
Le

as
e 

on
e 

fo
r 

24
 M

O
$1

,97
5  

Du
e 

at
 si

gn
in

g
ST

K#
 A

60
05

��
��

��
$ 12

9
Le

as
e 

on
e 

fo
r 

24
 M

O
$1

,99
8 D

ue
 

at
 si

gn
in

g
ST

K#
 76

90

��
��

��
$ 12

9
Le

as
e 

on
e 

fo
r 

24
 M

O
$2

,99
9 D

ue
 

at
 si

gn
in

g
ST

K#
 75

99

��
��

��
$ 12

9
Le

as
e 

on
e 

fo
r 

24
 M

O
$7

24
 D

ue
 

at
 si

gn
in

g
ST

K#
 A

60
49

��
��

��
$ 12

9
Le

as
e 

on
e 

fo
r 

24
 M

O
$1

,20
0 D

ue
 at

 
sig

ni
ng

ST
K#

 A
59

29

20
16

 C
HE

VR
O

LE
T E

Q
UI

NO
X 

LS
 FW

D

20
15

 Bu
ick

 EN
CO

RE
 A

W
D 

CO
NV

EN
IEN

CE

20
16

 C
HE

VR
O

LE
T M

AL
IBU

 1L
T

20
16

 C
HE

VR
O

LE
T C

RU
ZE

 1L
T

MS
RP

 $2
6,2

40

MS
RP

 $2
9,0

75

MS
RP

 $2
1,6

20

MS
RP

 $2
7,1

60

MS
RP

 $2
6,0

85

MS
RP

 $2
7,7

25

��
��

��
$ 12

9
Le

as
e 

on
e 

fo
r 

24
 M

O
$1

,50
0 D

ue
 

at
 si

gn
in

g
ST

K#
 76

18

20
14

 C
HE

VR
OL

ET
 C

RU
ZE

   |
   S

TO
CK

: 1
51

23
, 4

2,0
00

 M
ILE

S, 
Au

tom
ati

c .
....

....
....

....
$1

2,9
88

20
14

 N
IS

SA
N 

AL
TIM

A 
  | 

  S
TO

CK
: 1

52
03

, 1
2,0

00
 M

ILE
S, 

RE
D .

....
....

....
....

....
....

....
...

$1
2,4

88

20
11

 G
MC

 TE
RR

AI
N 

SL
E  

 |  
 S

TO
CK

: 1
51

75
, 1

2,0
00

 M
ILE

S .
....

....
....

....
....

....
....

....
...

$1
2,9

88

20
14

 C
HR

YS
LE

R 
TO

W
N 

& 
CO

UN
TR

Y T
OU

RI
NG

  | 
  S

TO
CK

: 1
51

98
, 4

5,0
00

 M
ILE

S .
.$

19
,58

8

20
09

 N
IS

SA
N 

MA
XI

MA
 3.

5 S
 |  

ST
OC

K: 
21

55
, 5

6,7
00

 m
ile

s, 
Au

tom
ati

c .
....

....
....

....
.$

14
,48

8

20
14

 VW
 PA

SS
AT

  | 
 S

TO
CK

: 1
51

94
, 3

8,1
20

 m
ile

s, 
Au

tom
ati

c .
....

....
....

....
....

....
....

....
$1

5,4
88

 

20
12

 C
HE

V E
QU

IN
OX

 LS
   |

   S
TO

CK
: 1

52
72

, 3
5,0

00
 M

ILE
S, 

Go
ld,

 Au
tom

ati
c .

....
....

.$
15

,98
8 

20
11

 G
MC

 A
C A

DI
A 

  | 
  S

TO
CK

: 2
12

8, 
49

,00
0 M

ILE
S, 

BL
K .

....
....

....
....

....
....

....
....

....
..$

15
,98

8

20
13

 K
IA

 SP
OR

TA
GE

 LX
   |

   S
TO

CK
: 1

69
88

, 2
6,0

00
 M

ILE
S, 

....
....

....
....

....
....

....
....

....
$1

6,5
88

 

20
14

 C
HE

VR
OL

ET
 CA

PT
IVA

 LT
   |

   S
TO

CK
: 1

50
70

, 2
5,3

71
 M

ILE
S, 

Au
tom

ati
c .

....
....

$1
7,4

88
 

20
12

 G
MC

 TE
RR

AI
N 

SL
E1

   |
   S

TO
CK

 : 1
50

57
, 3

9,0
00

 M
ILE

S, 
BL

K .
....

....
....

....
....

....
$1

8,9
88

 

20
12

 FO
RD

 ED
GE

 SE
L  

 |  
 S

TO
CK

 : 2
09

1, 
29

,00
0 M

ILE
S, 

Au
tom

ati
c .

....
....

....
....

....
...

$1
9,9

88

20
13

 H
ON

DA
 A

CC
OR

D 
  | 

  S
TO

CK
 : 2

10
1, 

20
,24

0 M
ILE

S, 
Au

tom
ati

c .
....

....
....

....
....

..$
19

,98
8

20
10

 M
ER

CE
DE

S B
EN

Z E
 C

LA
SS

   |
   S

TO
CK

 : 1
52

29
, 2

6,0
00

 M
ILE

S, 
Au

tom
ati

c .
...

$2
4,9

88

20
13

 C A
DI

LL
AC

 SR
X 

PE
RF

OR
MA

NC
E  

 |  
 S

TO
CK

: 2
10

2, 
22

,86
0 M

ILE
S, 

 Au
to .

....
...

$3
2,9

88
 

20
13

 G
MC

 YU
KO

N 
DE

NA
LI 

  | 
  S

TO
CK

: 1
52

75
, 2

7,0
00

 M
ILE

S, 
Au

tom
ati

c..
....

....
...$

44
,98

8

$
1
2
9



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 11-17, 201576    DT B GM BR

Hardy (15–0–1) showed no ill effects once she 
got between the ropes. The Gerritsen Beach na-
tive was aggressive and accurate and showed a lit-
tle more pop throughout the eight rounds. Hardy 
was pleased with her elusiveness — it shows how 
much she continues to grow as fi ghter, she said.

“No matter how many times I say it — man 
these girls don’t believe it — I’m getting better,” 
Hardy said.

B’klyn fi refi ghter snuffed
Will Rosinsky couldn’t fully size up Joe Smith 

Jr. The Crown Heights fi refi ghter did not build 
off a strong start and lost a unanimous decision, 
98–92, 97–93, 96–94, to the bigger and harder-hit-
ting opponent in a light heavyweight bout.

“His size played a role in the later rounds,” the 
5-foot-8 Rosinsky said. “He’s a big guy, a tough 
guy. He had a lot of little elbows, hitting right at 
the belt line, which was smart. The refs didn’t 
catch it.”

Rosinsky (10–3, 10 knockouts) won the fi rst 
two rounds by out-boxing the lanky, 6-foot Smith. 
He was aggressive, attacked the body, and landed 
some well-timed combinations.

“The plan the whole time was to pretty much 
out-box him,” Rosinsky said. 

The fi ght changed after Smith (20–1, 16 knock-
outs) landed a sharp right in the fourth round. 
Smith began connecting with numerous hard 
shots. A solid right in the fi fth opened up a deep 
cut over Rosinsky’s left eye that hampered him 
the rest of the bout.

“When the blood goes in your eye, it kind of 
blurs your vision,” he said. “I kept wiping it to get 
it out of my eye.”

Wilder to defend championship
The fi rst heavyweight title fi ght ever at Bar-

clays Center will take place on Jan. 16. American 
Deontay Widler, who wants to unify the division, 
will put his World Boxing Commission belt on 
the line against a to-be-determined opponent. It 
will also be the undefeated Wilder’s fi rst bout in 
Brooklyn, and he can’t wait to show off his tal-
ents in front of Kings County fans.  

“I’m looking forward to it,” Wilder said. “A 
lot of things happened in my career at the right 
time. It’s time. This is the next step for me in my 
career.”   

Continued from page 74 

BOXING

utive season and the third 
time it its last four appear-
ances.

But Grand Street had 
no trouble scoring in the 
early going. Harris-Legree 
got Grand Street off to a 
fast start with three touch-
down passes on three 
of the Wolves’ fi rst four 
drives. He joins his broth-
ers Jeff Legree (Fort Ham-
ilton) and Chris Legree 
(South Shore, and now also 
a Grand Street assistant 
coach) as a public school 
champion.

He threw a 25-yard score 
to Kyle Brisfere, another 
for 28 yards to Ahmed Bah 
late in the fi rst quarter, 
and a third to Mack from 
three yards out early in the 
second. The fi rst trip to the 
end zone gave the team the 
momentum it needed.

“Once we got that fi rst 
touchdown, we knew we 
were rolling,” said Harris-
Legree, who was 15-for-22 
passing for 202 yards.

Erasmus (10–4) re-
sponded to each of Grand 
Street’s fi rst three scores. 
Aaron Grant threw an 
eight-yard touchdown to 
Daevon Alvarez on fourth 
down late in the second 
quarter to cut the Wolves’ 
lead to 22–20. Grant posted 
183 yards of total offense 
and three scores.

Grand Street closed out 
the half with a perfect two-
minute drive that Legree 
capped with a nine-yard 
touchdown with 15 sec-
onds left to make it 28–20. 
The Wolves’s defense got 
the job done from there.

Grand Street muffed a 

punt that E-Hall’s Jahquel 
Webb recovered midway 
through the third quarter. 
He scored a play later on an 
eight-yard touchdown pass 
from Grant. But the Wolves 
denied Dejouree Addison’s 
two-point conversion at-
tempt to keep Grand Street 
ahead 28–26. Erasmus head 
coach Danny Landberg 
questioned the ref’s call, 
believing Addison didn’t 
fall short.

“He scored,” Landberg 
said.

The Dutchmen had 
one more chance when 
the team moved the ball 
to Grand Street’s 14-yard 
line midway through the 
fourth quarter, but two 
Wolves tackles for a loss 
and a failed play on fourth-
and-21 kept Erasmus off 
the board.

“Very frustrating, but 
we play the game — there’s 
got to be a winner and 
there’s got to be a loser,” 
Landberg said. “We keep 
on fi ghting to the next day. 
We’ll be back.”

Grand Street’s Rah-
mel Ashby, who fi nished 
with 116 yards on the day 
helped move the ball into 
Dutchmen territory. The 
senior running back was 
playing while out on bail 
— he faces attempted mur-
der and gun possession 
charges in two separate 
cases from this year and 
last.

Mack brought him and 
the rest of his teammates 
back to Brooklyn happy 
with his game-sealing 
grab.  

“I just wanted to come 
through in the clutch for 
my team,” Mack said. “I 
knew I had it. My team was 
confi dent in me.”

Continued from page 73 

MACK

SPEEDSTER: Grand Street’s Rahmel Ashby ran for 116 yards in the 
City Conference football title game. Photo by Robert Cole

said Jacobs is more than Brooklyn’s best after 
his display of speed, accuracy, and power.

“He’s a big star,” DiBella said. “He is one of 
the best middleweights in the world.”

Jacobs said he wasn’t sure if he was a super-
star.

But the results don’t lie.
The victory is Jacobs’s third title defense and 

the most impressive of the bunch. It puts him 
in the running for a championship unifi cation 
bout in the future against International Boxing 
Federation champ Gennady Golovkin, World 
Boxing Council title holder Saul “Canelo” Al-
varez, or World Boxing Organization champion 
Andy Lee. Jacobs is willing to fi ght any of them 
and is open to taking on the Irish fi ghter Lee 
around St. Patrick’s Day.

“I feel like I am on fi re now,” Jacobs said 

“I’m willing to take on the best.”
He had to wait until he was a champ himself 

to get a shot at Quillin, a fi ghter he has been 
friendly with since their days fi ghting in the 
Golden Gloves. Jacobs is willing to give him a 
rematch, but Quillin may not immediately take 
him up on that.

Quillin, who is 1–1–1 in his last three fi ghts, 
took the defeat in stride. He’s a husband and 
father, so having it happen at this point in his 
career allowed him to be humble in defeat and 
look at the big picture.

“I don’t want to talk like this is the end of 
‘Kid Chocolate,’ ” he said, referring to his box-
ing nickname. “It’s just a different plan that I 
didn’t know about.”

And Jacobs’s stock continues to soar. Others 
talk about him as the sport’s new superstar, but 
Jacobs doesn’t see himself that way just yet.

“I still have a lot to prove,” he said. “I’m 
a young champion. I’m the new kid on the 
block.”

Continued from page 73 

JACOBS

scores at halftime — and Roosevelt was never the 
same after that. 

“That killed us. That really hurt,” Klyap said. 
“We got the ball on the ground like we wanted to, 
and it just didn’t happen.”

Roosevelt attempted an onside kick to open 
the second quarter, and Williams appeared to 
have recovered it, but the ball stayed with Tru-
man. Cromer and George Obesaki each scored 
third-quarter touchdowns to push the Truman 
lead to 36–8.

The Cougars got back on the board with an 82-

yard kickoff return and touchdown by Williams 
midway through the third, but the offense never 
got fully going.

Williams tried a trick play, but Hassan threw 
an interception to safety Damone Bailey. The 
next and fi nal possession ended in the same fash-
ion, this time in the red zone — Bailey picked off 
Hassan inside the 20.

Ten Cougars seniors closed out their careers 
with the loss, but they remain proud of the suc-
cess they have had the last few years, which in-
cluded the school’s fi rst title. 

“We never gave up on each other,” Williams 
said. “We’re always going to be here even after 
the season. We’re going to be here for each other 
no matter what.” 

Continued from page 74 

TRUMAN

HEAT OF THE MOMENT: Heather Hardy scored a unani-
mous victory over Noemi Bosques after waiting more than 
seven hours to get in the ring. Photo by Steve Schnibbe



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 11–17, 2015 77  G

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

P U B L I C A T I O N S

 

  R E P O R T E R  I N C.



78    COURIER LIFE, DEC. 11–17, 2015 B GM BR













84    COURIER LIFE, DEC. 11–17, 2015 B GM BR


	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG001
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG002
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG003
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG004
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG005
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG006
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG007
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG008
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG009
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG010
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG011
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG012
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG013
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG014
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG015
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG016
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG017
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG018
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG019
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG020
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG021
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG022
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG023
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG024
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG025
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG026
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG027
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG028
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG029
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG030
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG031
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG032
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG033
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG034
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG035
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG036
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG037
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG038
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG039
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG040
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG041
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG042
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG043
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG044
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG045
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG046
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG047
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG048
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG049
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG050
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG051
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG052
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG053
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG054
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG055
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG056
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG057
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG058
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG059
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG060
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG061
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG062
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG063
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG064
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG065
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG066
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG067
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG068
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG069
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG070
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG071
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG072
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG073
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG074
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG075
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG076
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG077
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG078
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG079
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG080
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG081
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG082
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG083
	20151211_XG1_BKG_PG084

