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BY DENNIS LYNCH
This liturgy is not to be 
taken literally.

Medieval village idi-
ots are forced to cobble to-
gether their own Christ-
mas Mass following their 
beloved pastor’s death 
in Dzieci theatre group’s 
“Fool’s Mass” production 
coming to three Brooklyn 

venues in December. The 
play is part comedy and 
part worship, but it is com-
pletely immersive — the 
village idiots are illiterate 
and need the audience’s 
help getting through the 
service, the show’s direc-
tor said.

“There is no fourth 
wall,” said Matthew Mitler. 

“We seat people, give them 
sheets of music, and ask 
them to pray with us. But 
we’re village idiots — we 
can’t read — so the audi-
ence helps us with read-
ings, fi lling out the nativ-
ity scene, and in the end, its 
something we’ve all done 
together.”

BY COLIN MIXSON
This dog had his day — in court!

A Gerritsen Beach man who 
allegedly tricked his neighbor’s  
basset hound Snoopy into swal-
lowing a sharpened 
bone in an attempt to 
kill the pooch now 
has to cough up 
money for vet bills 
and court fees, 
a judge ordered 
on Nov. 16. The 
ornery neighbor 
tried every trick in the book to fool 
the court, but the judge found his 
dog-and-pony show hard to swal-
low, the pet owner said.

“All they did was lie, and lie, and 
lie,” said Snoopy’s owner, Frank 

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
They’re not the heroes 
Greenpoint deserves, nor 
the ones it needs right now.

Hollywood productions 
are turning the neighbor-
hood’s industrial streets 
into a soundstage, and 
Greenpointers want the city 
to yell “cut!” An endless pa-
rade of fi lm shoots — which 

recently include Marvel’s 
“Daredevil” and “Luke 
Cage” series — are block-
ing parking and sidewalks, 
say locals, and they are sick 
and tired of having to step 
around the lights, cameras, 
and action.

“Sometimes they’re 
fi lming on the street and 

Continued on page 11

Continued on page 11Continued on page 14

Cab is X-mas 
wonderland

BY DENNIS LYNCH
War on Christmas be damned!

A Bay Ridge cabbie turned his 
for-hire vehicle into a veritable 
rolling Christmas tree as part 
of his annual mission to spread 
holiday cheer. Driver Ibrahim 
Eid festooned the interior with 
ornaments and blinking bulbs, 
and now the lively livery cab is a 
legend among Bay Ridge’s ever-
merry bar-goers, one frequent 
fare said.

“The people working in the 
bars in Bay Ridge all know him, 
and everybody wants the Christ-
mas cab,” said Salty Dog bar-

Continued on page 6
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A FOOL’S ERRAND: “Fool’s 
Mass” plays at three Brook-
lyn locations in December.

THE CHRISTMAS CABBIE: Ibrahim Eid has been decorating his cab with lights and ornaments for six years. He also 
decorates for other holidays, including St. Patricks Day. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Not so Marvel-ous Comedic take on Catholic Mass

Judgment 
goes to 
the dog
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CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7
New Car Look””

Let us Give your Car that

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

Limited Time offer

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
Mon.–Fri., 7:30am-6pm
Saturday, 9am-3pm

OPEN 
6 DAYS

Auto Dent

718–854–7900

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP
Brooklyn: 

718-996-5600
Manhattan: 

646-459-7548

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Lobsters By The Ton!

1-800-404-CLAW
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway

12/10/15 THROUGH 12/31/15

Digital 
CAMP GUIDE 

2016
Check it out on nyparenting.com
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

*Rates are based on 8.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments for a term of 60 months. Rates are based on 
credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required. BY COLIN MIXSON

Santa Claus is out-sourcing!
Kings County kids got to meet Santa 

Claus’s Dutch uncle at the Wyckoff Farm-
house Museum in Canarsie on Dec. 6. The 
benevolent, gift-giving Sinterklaas rode 
in on his trusty steed in celebration of 
Netherlandish festival of Saint Nicholas 
Day. Sinterklaas made the journey all the 
way from Europe to spread joy amongst 
Brooklyn kids, who enjoyed authentic 
Dutch candy, toys, and stories at the 17th-
century, wood-frame house, one parent 
said.

“I liked it very much,” said Mid-
wood mom Katja Ikeler, who brought her 
15-month-old twins Levin and Rosa. “It 
was great for the kids to run around and 
play.”

Kids started off their day at ye olde 
Dutch farmhouse playing with a variety of 
wooden colonial toys, according to Ikeler.

There was an open fi re roaring inside 
the house, and kids were invited to roast 
marshmallows and smores — a purely 
American tradition stuck in amongst the 
otherwise Dutch festivities, according to 
museum director Melissa Branfman.

It wasn’t long before the man himself 
— Sinterklass — rode out into the fi eld, 
his white beard fl owing, his red cape bil-
lowing, and his pointy hat pointing. 

Unfortunately for “Dutch Santa 
Claus,” the kids were more interested in 
playing with his horse Amerigo, and the 
centuries-old Netherlandish folk hero 
had to wait around while all the kids pet 
the beast and fed it carrots, Ikeler said.

After the horse’s belly was filled, 
Sinterklaas invited kids to sign their 
names in his big, red book, whose pages 

Sinterklaas divided into “good” and 
“bad” columns, according to Branf-
man. Only one side of the pages had any 
names, though, she said.

“The bad side is usually pretty blank,” 
Branfman said.

Afterward, Sinterklaas treated the kids 
to snacks and fi nished off the day reading 
them the classic Christmas tale “The Bak-
er’s Dozen.”

Netherlands’ Sinterklaas doles out 
delectables at Wyckoff Farmhouse

SINTERKLAAS IS COMING TO TOWN: Kids enjoyed some colonial holiday music at the Wyckoff Farm-
house Museum during its Sinterklaas celebration. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

PRANCING THROUGH CANARSIE: Sinterklaas 
joined the festivities astride his trusty steed 
Amerigo. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

A Dutch treat
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BY YVONNE JURIS
Give them shelter! 

Dozens of Kensing-
ton residents are collect-
ing supplies and gifts 
for a controversial new 
homeless shelter open-
ing across the road from 
an elementary school 
this week. Some locals 
are still fuming  after the 
city abruptly announced 
the new refuge late last 
month , but the do-good-
ing denizens say it is time 
to move on and welcome 
their new neighbors with 
open arms.

“It’s here, from what I un-
derstand. That’s not gonna 
change, so let’s try to make 
the best of it,” said local res-
ident Dina Garfi nkel, who 
has been collecting diapers 
for the young children and 
parents that will soon move 
into the 64-unit shelter on 
McDonald Avenue. 

In the weeks since the 
announcement, at least 
125 kind-hearted Kensing-
tonians have cobbled to-
gether $1,500 in gift cards 
for a local supermarket, 
created 75 “welcome pack-
ets” with information 

about the neighborhood, 
and are now organizing 
presents and cards to send 
to the new residents at 
Christmas — a testament 
to local generosity, said 
one organizer.

“I live in the community 
and I knew that there were 
plenty of people who would 
want to help,” said Cathe-
rine Barufaldi, who rallied 
locals to volunteer their 
time and donations via a 
community Facebook page.

Some residents re-
main worried that the 
new shelter — which 
will be across the road 
from PS 230 between 
Albemarle Road and 
Church Avenue — will 
attract unsavory char-
acters to the area, put-
ting kids at risk and 
lowering home values. 
But the volunteers say 
they think neighbors 
will be less afraid when 
the new families actu-
ally arrive.

“Once you actually 
meet real people there, it’s 
really hard to be scared 
of that individual that 
you get into conversation 

with,” said Cara Kantrow-
itz, who has worked with 
homeless people in the 
past and has also been col-
lecting diapers for the new 
shelter.

Besides, Kantrowitz 
said, the Park Slope Ar-
mory women’s shelter has 
been around for decades 

and doesn’t seem to have 
held back skyrocketing 
house prices in that neigh-
borhood.

“It hasn’t seemed to 
hurt Park Slope any,” she 
said.

The operators of the new 
shelter say they’re touched 
by the outpouring of gener-

osity — and they know the 
refuge’s residents will be as 
well.

“The response is heart-
warming, and families 
will be delighted with the 
knowledge that people care 
about them,” said Joanne 
Oplustil, head honcho 
of social service agency 

Camba, which will run the 
refuge.

You can donate diapers 
for the shelter at the Flat-
bush and Shaare Torah Jew-
ish Center [327 E. Fifth St. 
between Church Avenue and 
Beverly Road in Kensington, 
(718) 871–5200, fjcbrooklyn.
wordpress.com].

BY COLIN MIXSON
The city must find a new 
site for a homeless shel-
ter it plans to open across 
the road from a Kensing-
ton elementary school, 
say locals who rallied in 
front of the McDonald 
Avenue building on Mon-
day.

The rabble rousers 
claim they don’t object 
to the forthcoming ref-
uge — which the city 
says will house families 
with young kids — they 
just think it is too dan-
gerous to place it in such 
close proximity to a pub-
lic school.

“I’m not against home-
less people, I’m against 
the location where they’re 

putting it in,” said neigh-
borhood resident Eva Sha-
kiri, one of a few dozen 
locals who showed up to 
protest.

 Some residents felt 
the Department of Home-
less Services blindsided 
them  when it announced 
in late November that 
the 65-unit shelter was 
coming and just weeks 
away. But the protest’s 
organizer said he and 
some other locals didn’t 
find about out about it at 
all until this weekend, 
and the number of people 
who nevertheless showed 
up to demonstrate a day 
later shows how strongly 
they object.

“We only had one day, 

and a lot of people 
came,” he said.

The protest-
ers hefted signs 
bemoaning the 
location of the 
shelter, between 
Albemarle Road 
and Church Av-
enue, across 
from PS 230 and 
the more than 
1,300 students it 
serves.

“Out of your 
mind! Home-
less shelter stone 
throw distances 
from elementary 
schools in a con-
servative neigh-
borhood,” read 
one placard.

Fliers distributed to 
promote the rally sug-
gested that the residents 
expected to move into 
the shelter would include 
drug-users, sexual preda-
tors, and other criminals.

“Needless to say a 
homeless center carries 
the risk of drugs, sex-
ual predatory activities 
and other crimes that 
endanger the lives of in-
nocent people,” the no-
tice read.

At a meeting an-
nouncing the shel-
ter last month, home-
less services officials 
stressed that the facility 
will exclusively cater 
to families with young 
children, and claimed 

it will put plenty of secu-
rity measures in place, 
including guards, cam-
eras, metal detectors, and 
a curfew.

The shelter is sup-
posed to open this week, 
but the protesters remain 
hopeful the city will re-
think the location and 
work with the commu-
nity to find a new, more 
amicable site.

“My main thing is 
they didn’t ask us before 
so we could help them 
find a better location,” 
Shakiri said. “I’m not 
against homeless people 
— I’m all for the needy, 
I’ll give them the shirt off 
my back. But the location 
is no good.”

Some residents welcome new homeless home…

…but others fear it will put school kids in danger

A SHELTER SKELTER

DIAPER DRIVE: (Above) Leah 
Seltzer from the Flatbush and 
Shaare Torah Jewish Center 
on E. Fifth Street, where Dina 
Garfi nkel has placed a box for 
people to donate diapers to the 
controversial homeless com-
ing to the new shelter at 385 
McDonald Ave. in Kensington 
(right). 

NOT IN MY BACKYARD: Ellen Glickfi eld 
joined dozens of Kensington residents in 
protesting a new homeless shelter. 
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Mayor DeBlasio must re-tool 
his plan to force developers 
to create affordable hous-
ing, because the scheme 
won’t help low-income resi-
dents who need it most, says 
the city’s top accountant.

The citywide proposal 
is too broad, said Comp-
troller Scott Stringer, and 
offi cials should instead 
tailor it to specifi c neigh-
borhoods.

“One-size-fi ts-all doesn’t 
work for all New York City,” 
said Stringer, who hit out at 
the mayor’s plan last week. 
“We must fi nd ways to en-
sure community-based de-
velopment is the way we 
move forward together.”

DeBlasio’s so-called 
Mandatory Inclusionary 

Housing proposal would 
require developers seeking 
to rezone land to set aside 
a certain percentage of the 
units they build there at be-
low-market-rate rent. 

Developers would have 
the option of dedicating 
one-quarter of new develop-
ments to households mak-
ing around $46,620 a year 
— for a family of three — 
or 30 percent of units for 
households earning around 
$62,160.

This is the same whether 
they are building in Canar-
sie or Chelsea.

The city categorizes 
households earning such 
wages as “low-income,” be-
cause they are lower than 
what the richest half of 
households earn.

But the way those fi g-
ures are determined is in-
herently fl awed, Stringer 
said.

The income thresholds 
are based on the so-called 
“area median income” — 
the median wages of the 
fi ve boroughs and high-
earning suburban Putnam, 
Westchester, and Rockland 
counties. As a result, house-
holds can be making less 
than half of the median — 
currently $77,700 a year — 
and yet still way more than 
those who are really strug-
gling in some Brooklyn 
neighborhoods. 

Bushwick and parts of 
Williamsburg, for exam-
ple, boast median incomes 
of just $36,000 and $40,000, 
census data shows.  Assign-

ing housing for households 
earning $62,160 puts it out 
of reach of those who cur-
rently live in Bushwick and 
are most at risk of having 
to leave due to rising rents , 
residents told this paper 
last month. 

In Coney Island and Sea-
gate, an area poised for de-
velopment, the median is a 
scant $23,324 — just 30 per-
cent of the seven-county me-
dian.

The city contends that it 
has other ways of creating 
housing for the lowest earn-
ers.

In East New York — 
which the city plans on re-
zoning and using as a test-
ing ground for mandatory 
inclusionary housing — it is 
offering construction subsi-

dies for developers who cre-
ate buildings with only be-
low-market-rate rents for 
three-person households 
earning between $23,350 
and $38,850, a fi nancial re-
port shows. The city could 
use such subsidies in other 
areas in the future, a may-
oral spokesman said.

But even the more 
fl eshed-out East New York 
proposal relies too heavily 
on assumptions about how 
developers — who are ulti-
mately out to make a profi t 
 — will behave, a Stinger 
spokesman said.

“This rezoning proposal 
provides no sites, no de-
velopers, and no details,” 
Stringer spokesman Eric 
Sumberg said. “The differ-
ence between a plan and a 

goal is that plans have de-
tails, whereas goals are 
merely aspirational.”

The mandatory inclu-
sionary housing proposal 
is currently making its 
way through public re-
view. Community boards 
have weighed in — 10 voted 
against the measure, six 
supported it, and one board 
abstained. The borough 
board — composed of Bor-
ough President Adams, 
representatives from the 
18 community boards, and 
council members — also 
voted against the proposal 
20–1 with two abstentions. 
The City Planning Commis-
sion is now reviewing the 
plans before passing them 
on to Council for a vote some 
time in early 2016.

Stringer: Many Brooklynites make too little to benefi t from mayors’ houses

ALL FOR NONE: Many Brooklynites won’t be eligible for new, “affordable” apartments now being pro-
posed by Mayor DeBlasio (top right). This map shows that many living in the borough’s poorest neighbor-
hoods make less than 60 percent of the so-called “area median income” — putting them out of the running 
for the discounted living spaces, according to Comptroller Scott Stringer (right).  

Comptroller: Affordable for whom?

Wages as a percentage of 
the “area median income” 
($77,700 for a family of three)

30 percent ($23,000)
75 percent ($58,275)
100 percent ($77,700)
130 percent ($101,010)
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 
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tender Francis Lawler. 
“People love it when he 
rolls up with the lights and 
music going. I can’t tell you 
how many times I’ve seen 
people post photos and vid-
eos on social media tak-
ing rides in the Christmas 
cab.”

At night the car lights 

up like, well, a Christmas 
tree — Eid plays Christmas 
tunes and illuminates mul-
ticolored lights and tiny 
disco balls strung across 
the cab’s ceiling, creating 
a kaleidoscope of festivity. 
He got the tradition roll-
ing six years ago, but this 
year he and co-workers at 
Alex II Limo and Car Ser-
vice plan to spruce up the 
outside of his ride too, he 
said.

“It’s not fi nished, I’ve got 
more to do,” said Eid, who 
is not Christian but said he 
and his family enjoy cele-
brating America’s beloved 
holidays. “This year we’ll 
put lights on and decora-
tions on the outside.”

The driver does it for 
fun and to bolster business, 
he said.

“Everybody loves it — 
this guy gave me his phone 
number and address after 

a ride so I could pick him 
up again,” said Eid.

You need not come to 
Bay Ridge to hail the holi-
day ride — Eid will pick up 
kindred Christmas spirits 
anywhere in the city for 
the right price, he said.

And if you miss out 
this season you can al-
ways call around St. Pat-
rick’s Day, when Eid 
dresses himself and his 
cab in all green.

Continued from page 1 

CABBIE

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
This comedy show will be 
haLOL!

A group of Muslim 
comedians will band to-
gether to disarm harm-
ful stereotypes on Dec. 
14, making quips about 
terrorists as well as 
daily life at a stand-up 
event in Williamsburg. 
The host of the laugh-a-
thon says that the show’s 
dark humor is a way to 
combat troubles created 
by seriously dark news 
reports.

“It’s about how it can 
be a scary time to admit 
that you’re Muslim,” said 
Atheer Yacoub, who will 
take the stage at the Exper-
iment Comedy Gallery on 
Dec. 14.

Yacoub will join a half-
dozen other Arab and 
Muslim comics to take 
on the bleak portrayal of 
Muslims in the media — 
which is often the only 
portrayal of Muslims in 
the media, she said — 
and prove to Republican 
presidential candidates 
and other conservative 
fear-mongers that Mus-
lims can be patriotic, hi-
larious, and not at all into 

terrorism.
The “Hilarious Mus-

lims” stand-up set — the 
second to take place this 
year at the Broadway laugh 
factory — will also provide 

some comic relief for fellow 
Muslims who have gotten a 
bad rap because of some vi-
olent overseas extremists, 
said Yacoub. 

“If there are other 

Muslims in the crowd 
and they feel like they 
have been discriminated 
against, being able to see 
other Muslims shed light 
on that and represent 
them in a way that hasn’t 
been represented can give 
them a little bit of hope — 
hopefully,” she said. 

But Yacoub said she is 
not out to cause contro-
versy — rather than deal 
out inflammatory ter-
rorist jokes, her set will 
revolve around her per-
sonal experience of being 
a female Muslim in Amer-
ica and the challenges she 
has faced straddling two 
cultures. Making people 
laugh will be one positive 
by-product of an other-
wise bleak time, she says.

“It’s just my way of pro-
cessing the world and mak-
ing sense of it — and hope-
fully making something 
good out of it,” she said. 

“Hilarious Muslims” 
at the Experiment Com-
edy Gallery (20 Broadway 
between Dunham Place 
and Kent Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (626) 643–4850, 
www.theexcomedy.ticket-
fl y.com). Dec. 14 at 9:30 pm. 
$10. 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2015 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

MUSLIM MERRIMENT: Atheer Yacoub will challenge stereotypes 
about Islam at the “Hilarious Muslims” comedy show on Dec. 14. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

‘Hilarious Muslims’ show 
breaks down stereotypes

DOUGH BOY: Michel et Augustin honcho Antoine Chauvel shows 
off some baked goods. Photo by Jason Speakman

BY LAUREN GILL
These Parisians are head-
ing to the Left Bank — of 
the Gowanus Canal!

A fancy French cookie 
company is moving its 
stateside corporate head-
quarters to the corner of 
Fourth and Bond streets 
next month, where locals 
will be able to drop by to 
help taste-test new prod-
ucts. 

Michel et Augustin 
has been leasing space in 
Brooklyn Heights since 
expanding to the United 
States in January, but 
wanted some permanent 
digs where it can grow 
and host cookie chow-
downs for all its new 
neighbors, a company 
honcho said.

“Now we know the 
city, we know the people, 
and we will fi nally be 
able to have them in our 
own space,” said Tony 
Chauvel, who is Michel 
et Augustin’s vice presi-
dent of sales and has also 
been in charge of mov-
ing the business to Kings 
County.  

The company still 
bakes all of its wares in 

Europe for now, but the 
new offi ce will include a 
test kitchen where em-
ployees and visitors can 
road-test new additions 
to its lineup, which cur-
rently includes short-
bread, chocolate mousse, 
and “super cookies” with 
a melted chocolate center. 

The company will 
open its doors to Brook-
lynites on the fi rst Thurs-
day of every month for 
tastings and baking les-
sons, Chauvel said.

Movers & bakers!
French cookies move to Gowanus

BAKER’S PARADISE: The 
gourmet cookies can be pur-
chased at more than 100 loca-
tions around Brooklyn. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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Ride the Free 
Sunset Park 
Trolley 
For the last time 
in 2015!

1pm to 5pm – starting at 52nd St & 5th Ave 

(in front of McDonald’s)

Saturday December 19, Sunday December 20

Making all B63 stops along 5th Avenue in Sunset Park from 
35th to 60th Street and back again. Take the Trolley to the 

famous Sunset Park 
Martense Lane Boulder, 
at 36th Street & 5th 
Avenue. Get on, get 
off as often as you like 
to begin your Holiday 
Shopping.

Sidewalk Sales
Saturday December 19, Sunday December 20, 

Monday December 21, Tuesday December 22, 

Thursday December 24

Finish your holiday shopping on 5th Avenue. Patronize over 500 
local businesses. 

Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220   

Phone: 718-439-7767   

Email: info@sunsetparkbid.org   

Website: sunsetparkbid.org   

       Log onto: !Sunset Park Free WiFi

Download the Free Sunset Park App 
for info on upcoming events, coupons
and more. Available on:

ENJOY 2015 HOLIDAY SEASON IN THE SUNSET PARK BID

Happy Holidays and a very Happy and Safe 2016 from the Sunset Park 5th Avenue BID

Our tree at 

60th Street & 

5th Avenue

BY LAUREN GILL
The Jehovah’s Witnesses 
have put a long sought-af-
ter vacant Dumbo lot on 
the market, and their bro-
ker says this is one real-es-
tate opportunity that won’t 
come knocking again.

“It’s probably the last 
opportunity like this in 
the Dumbo area in my life-
time,” said Richard Devine 
of Watchtower Real Estate.

The religious organi-
zation is selling off its 
block-sized parking lot 
at 85 Jay St. — a subway-
adjacent blank canvas in 
the borough’s wealthi-
est nabe that real estate 
moguls have coveted for 
years,  as first reported by 
the Brooklyn Daily Eagle . 

Devine refused to say 

what the asking price is, 
but “a lot” is a safe guess — 
the land at Front Street is 
around the size of two-and-
a half football fi elds, which 
a developer could fi ll with 
housing high-rises of up to 
21 stories and as many as 
800 one-bedroom units. 

The Christmas-eschew-
ing church  convinced the 
city to rezone the land for 
residential use in 2004  — 
 despite massive commu-
nity opposition  — so it could 
build four large towers 
there, though it never went 
through with the plan.

The religious outfi t is 
also offering up its iconic 
Columbia Heights head-
quarters —  the one with 
the red neon “Watchtower” 
sign  — and a 10-story resi-

dential building nearby.
The giant nerve center 

covers two blocks, but is 
only zoned for manufac-
turing use right now. 

It will be up to the new 
owner whether or not to 
keep the building’s iconic 
sign, which has been in-
forming locals of the time 

and temperature for more 
than 40 years —  our online 
poll found 76 percent of re-
spondents want it to stay .

The Witnesses have 

been selling off much of its 
Dumbo and Heights real 
estate since 2010,  after de-
ciding to relocate its oper-
ation upstate by 2017 .

Jehovah’s Witnesses selling a 
coveted Dumbo block of land 
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SALE OF A LIFETIME: Watchtower Realty announced it will sell (right) 85 Jay St., along with two other properties, on Dec. 3. The block-
wide lot (marked in red on the map, left) is currently a parking lot.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

Holy moley! 
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
It is history in the making!

The city’s landmarks 
commission voted unan-
imously to designate a 
swathe of lavish 19th-cen-
tury Bedford-Stuyvesant 
buildings as a historic dis-
trict on Dec. 8.

The proposed Bed-
ford Historic District — 
bounded by Monroe and 
Fulton streets and Bedford 
and Thompkins avenues — 
is a veritable gallery of well-
preserved period architec-
ture and the recognition 
is a long time coming, said 
one member of the panel.

“It’s really a museum 
of late 19-century architec-
ture in New York, and so 
much of it is so intact,” said 
commissioner Frederick 
Bland. “I think it’s a mar-
velous new addition and it 
really is hard to believe it 
took this long.” 

The area features 
around 800 homes in a va-
riety of eye-catching archi-
tectural styles — many of 
them fancy Renaissance re-
vival-style row houses or in-
tricately carved Neo-Grec 

brownstones, according to 
the panel. 

The district also contains 
four already landmarked 
buildings — including the 
Boys High School on Marcy 
Avenue and the Girls High 

School on Nostrand Avenue.
Neighborhood preserva-

tionists, who have been rally-
ing for the designation since 
2007, say they’re thrilled 
with the commission’s vote 
after so many years.

“I’m so happy and re-
lieved,” said Claudette 
Brady, co-founder of the 
Bedford-Stuyvesant Society 
for Historic Preservation. 
“It’s been tiring.” 

But the battle isn’t over 

yet — the City Planning 
Commission and Coun-
cil will both need to ap-
prove the district as 
well. Councilman Rob-
ert Cornegy Jr. (D–Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant) says he 
will throw his support 
behind the measure.

“Designation of the 
Bedford Historic District 
was driven by the com-
munity and it will benefi t 
the community for years 
to come,” he said. “I’ll be 
extremely pleased to of-
fer my support for this 
item when it comes be-
fore the City Council.”

If it is approved, the 
new designation would 
mean building owners 

in the area will have get the 
commission’s okay for con-
struction and alterations to 
their facades, and any new 
buildings have to adhere to 
the local aesthetic.  

It’s a mark of excellence

WORTH SAVING: (Left) A house Hancock Street and (right) Brownstones in the proposed Bedford Historic District. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

City Landmarks okays a new Bedford-Stuyvesant historic district
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Veins Veins Go Away
FOR THE TREATMENT OF VARICOSE VEINS, 
LEG SWELLING AND LEG WOUNDS

Dr. Natalie Marks: The First Vascular 
Medicine Specialist in Brooklyn
DIRECTOR OF THE VEIN CENTER

The Vein Center of
The Vascular Institute of New York

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Christmas came early for 
these kids!

Youngsters were over 
the moon when Brooklyn 
Nets star Thaddeus Young 
paid a surprise visit to their 
Bedford-Stuyvesant after-
school program with a bun-
dle of toys and a Christmas 
tree last Thursday, accord-
ing to an organizer.

“The children were 
completely taken by sur-

prise,” said Sonya Shields of 
Brooklyn Community Ser-
vices, which runs the pro-
gram at PS 21 on Chauncey 
Street. “From the moment 
the tree came in, they were 
screaming at the top of their 
lungs.”

The ball-player deliv-
ered 250 gifts throughout 
the day to the kids, hand-
ing out basketballs, board 
games, and race cars to de-
lighted tykes. 

The baller also set up a 
tree — donated by local ser-
vice Tyler’s Trees — and 
helped the kids decorate 
it with the holiday trim-
mings.

Some of the younger tots 
just thought Young was 
some super nice stranger, 
but older kids recognized 
the star and were thrilled to 
hang out with a pro athlete, 
said Shields.

“When they heard Thad-

deus from the Nets was 
coming, they just lost it,” 
she said. “It was really spe-
cial.”

Young also had a blast 
decorating the tree and 
handing out playthings, 
and the Nets are proud to 
have made the kids’ holiday 
seasons, a team rep said.

“It was a great opportu-
nity for our organization 
and of course for Thad-
deus,” said Jeff Scott. 

HOLIDAY CHEER: (Above) Brooklyn Nets cheerleaders entertained 
kids when Nets star Thaddeus Young showed up with a bundle 
of toys. (Center) Kids were overjoyed to see the baller in person. 
(Left) Young hands out toys. Photos by Louise Wateridge 

Kids fl ip out for Nets star and toys
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Bay Ridge Jewish Center’s 
Hanukkah celebration was 
all about the bubelehs.

Kids got to light their 
own menorahs and play 
dreidel all night on Dec. 6, 
but the most popular part 
of the celebration was, of 
course, all the oil-fried 
doughnuts and potato lat-
kes they got to eat, said the 
center’s president.

“Kids were decorating 
the doughnuts with blue and 
white frosting and sprin-
kles,” said Candi Friedman. 
“Then of course stuffed 
them in their mouths! They 

had a great time with it.”
The holiday celebrates 

the biblical Jews regaining 
control of Jerusalem and re-
dedicating the Temple there. 
The more-than week-long 
holiday also marks a miracle 
in which the victorious Jews 
were able to keep a menorah 
burning for eight days on one 
day’s worth of oil. As a re-
sult, foods fried in oil, partic-
ularly latkes and doughnuts, 
are traditional fare during 
the celebration.

Kids also did some arts 
and crafts and put together 
care packages for military 
service members stationed 

at Fort Hamilton, where the 
center held another Hanuk-
kah celebration on Dec. 8.

The center provided each 
child with a menorah, and 
kids got to light the fi rst can-
dle with help from parents.

Two of the center’s He-
brew school teachers played 
live jazz on the upright bass 
and clarinet for part of the 
night and the center had 
a “Hanukkah boutique” 
where they could buy me-
norahs and other goods, in-
cluding “nice glass plates to 
hold all those latkes, dough-
nuts, and candles,” accord-
ing to Friedman.

DREIDEL, DREIDEL, DREIDEL: Jake Serta and Bernie Celentano spin the dreidel at the lighting of the 
menorah on Dec. 6. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Ridge Hanukkah celebration focuses on 
kids with fun games, tasty treats

A SWEET TRADITION: Arabella Neff and Jeff Ratner enjoy a traditional Hanukkah doughnut during 
the menorah-lighting ceremony at Bay Ridge Jewish Center.  Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Mazel tots!
Saturday & Sunday Brunch 

Noon–3:30 pm, $12.95 p.p. 

Toast to Our Past, Cheers to Our Future

For reservations call (718) 833-6666 

8201 Third Ave.  Brooklyn, NY 11209  www.pearlroombklyn.com

Brooklyn’s Most Awarded Restaurant

Ring in the New Year with Us 
Make this the  “Last Bash “ at the Pearl Room

We are moving to a new location 8518-3 Ave. 
Now taking reservations for New Year’s Eve. So come party for the last dance....

6, 7 & 8 pm seating $59 p.p. - includes 4 Course Dinner 
10 pm “Dinner & Party“ $145 p.p. - includes 4 Course Dinner, OPEN BAR, 

Champagne Toast And DJ all night! 

Buy a loved one a Gift Certifi cate, 
Let them be the First at the New Home of Brooklyn’s 

Most Awarded Restaurant
Free Champagne Toast w/ Every Gift Certifi cate Presented 

Open All Holidays
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Battaglia. “The judge picked up on 
it. They were making up all kinds of 
things, saying lies, but we beat them 
so bad it wasn’t funny.”

Civil court judge Richard Mon-
telione awarded Battaglia $338 in 
damages for veterinarian bills and 
court fees after Battaglia provided 
a video showing his Canton Court 
neighbor  kicking the treacherous 
treat under a fence that separated the 
feuding neighbors’ properties . He also 
provided a vet’s testimony attesting to 
the bone’s sinister design, Battaglia 
said.

“The vet said it was made inten-
tionally to kill him,” he said.

Battaglia recovered the bone in 
Snoopy’s throat after the dog began 
choking and panicked, Battaglia said.

“Snoopy takes the bone, starts bit-
ing on it like a dog would do, then he 
starts choking,” he said. “He’s trying 
to run, but he was tripping over — he 
was dying.”

Neighbor Donald Borbell claimed 
that he was kicking a busted lawn 
mower in the damning surveillance 
footage — not shoving an improvised 
choking device under the fence.

The Battaglia and Borbell fam-
lies have been fi ghting like cats and 
dogs for years over an unpaid debt 
that Battaglia says Borbell’s daugh-

ter owes him. The pair duked it out 
on television’s “People’s Court” more 
than three years ago, but the judge 
ruled against Battaglia in the debt 
dispute.

Since than, Snoopy has been lit-
erally caught in the cross fi re of the 
Hatfi eld-and-McCoy-style feud — Bor-
bell allegedly whipped rocks at the 
hound, according to Battaglia. Bor-
bell claimed he mistook the 65-pound 
hound for a squirrel, but Battaglia 
called the notion ridiculous.

“I told the judge, how can you mis-
take a squirrel for an adorable basset 
hound,” Battaglia said.

Borbell paid the $338 in damages 
and looks forward to putting the mat-
ter behind him — the litigation has ex-
asperated his dementia, his wife said.

“My husband is a sick man — he 
has dementia, and the more this is 
prolonged, the more he has to visit the 
doctor,” she said. “This is getting to be 
a little bit ridiculous.”

Borbell is not a pooch poacher — 
in fact the family loves dogs, his wife 
said.

“My husband is not a killer,” Mary 
said. “We have dogs of our own. That’s 
about all I can say. My husband is not 
a murderer.”

Instead, Battaglia is a serial liti-
gant whose house is lined with a 
dozen surveillance cameras that im-
pose upon her privacy, Borbell’s wife 
said.

She then threatened to sue this 
newspaper for exasperating her hus-
band’s medical condition.

“If I have to get a doctors note 
again, now I’m going to put have to 
put a summons out to your newspa-
per,” Mary said.

Meantime, Snoopy is healthy and 
hasn’t let the run-in with Borbell sour 
his affection for humans, Battaglia 
said.

“He is so friendly,” he said. “When 
he sees a person a half-block away, his 
tail starts wagging.”

Battaglia said he plans to donate 
the award to the American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals.

“What the evil hand dished out to 
Snoopy, now his check will help other 
animals,” he said.

Continued from page 1 

DOG

THE SWEET TASTE OF JUSTICE:  Snoopy 
holds a copy of a court judgement order-
ing his would-be killer to pony up some 
cash for his veterinary bills .
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

The play starts as soon 
as audience members walk 
in the door, where they will 
fi nd a cast of physically 
and mentally handicapped 
peasants patiently waiting 
for their priest, who took 
them in and trained them 
as a choir, to start Mass, 
Mitler said. The choir fi nds 
out the plague has claimed 
the priest, but they refuse 
to go home, and instead de-
cide to put together their 
own Mass — except no one 
can agree how to do it, he 
said.

Hijinks abound as the 
group quarrels over how 
to break bread for com-
munion and what rituals 
happen when. The actors 
improvise much of the dia-
logue and action, making 
use of the altar and fi xtures 
available wherever they are 
performing, Mitler said.

Each fool has his or her 
moment in the spotlight, 
whether that is telling a 
hastily thrown-together 
story of Jesus’s birth or, 
in some cases, sabotaging 
the rest of the group over 

disagreements. But sing-
ing the hymns their late 
pastor taught them unifi es 
the group, and with help 
from the audience, they 
eventually get through 
the Mass.

Mitler and his Dzieci 
colleagues wrote “Fool’s 
Mass” in 1998 to explore 
the meaning behind the rit-
uals of worship.

“We asked ‘What is a 
Catholic Mass? What is it 
on a deep level?’ ” he said. 
“We thought the best way 
to approach that was to do 
it from the perspective of 
complete innocence, with-
out much of a goal in mind, 
sort of as a child.”

“Fool’s Mass” at St. 
Johns-St. Mathew-Eman-
uel Lutheran Church (283 
Prospect Ave. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues 
in Park Slope) Dec. 13, 7 
pm; at Seeds Brooklyn (617 
Vanderbilt Ave. between St. 
Marks Avenue and Bergen 
Street in Prospect Heights) 
Dec. 18 at 7 pm and 9 pm; 
at Sure We Can (219 McKib-
bin St. between Bushwick 
Avenue and McKibbin 
Court in Bushwick) Dec. 
19 at 7 pm. www.dziecithe-
atre.org. $10.

FOOL’S
Continued from page 1
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It is the human-refuse-related of-
fer too good to refuse, say these 
Gowanus residents.

A developer is attempting to 
avoid a city plan that would force 
it to sell its Gowanus Canal-side 
land to make way for a giant sew-
age tank, by offering instead to 
donate half of the property to the 
people of New York for free.

And some locals say it is a 
great deal — the city can save 
money by building the tank in 
nearby parkland it already owns, 
and the cleanup of the canal won’t 
get bogged down by a lengthy and 
pricey eminent domain process.

“It’s a game-changer,” said 
neighborhood resident Katia 
Kelly, a member of the Gowanus 
Superfund Community Advisory 
Group, a panel of locals that ad-
vises the federal Environmen-
tal Protection Agency on the 
cleanup. “It’s a novel idea to use 
architecture and urban design 
to solve a real problem, and if we 
have those tools it doesn’t make 

sense at all for the city to be talk-
ing eminent domain.”

 The feds have been pushing 
the city to stick the tank beneath 
Thomas Green Park and its be-
loved Double D pool , which they 
say is full of toxic soil and needs 
to be cleaned anyway. 

But the city claims that would 
put the swimming hole out of 
commission for up to nine years 
— far longer than the regular de-
tox,  and a prospect that many lo-
cal swim fans have long railed 
against  — while the above-ground 
mechanical equipment needed to 
run the tank would eat up valu-
able green space.

So in July,  it pitched its own 
plan to requisition the land be-
tween Butler and Degraw streets 
and put the whole thing there in-
stead . 

Now, that land’s owners are 
proposing an 11th-hour alterna-
tive. Alloy Development — which 
is poised to sign a 99-year lease 
on half that space — and Marino 
Mazzei, who already owns the rest 

— are offering to donate about half 
of each their lots, which they say 
the city could use to replace space 
lost at the playground.

Alloy claims the plan would 
save the city time and money 
— the eminent domain process 
would likely take three years 
and end up costing $100 million, 
it predicts — while allowing it to 
pursue the lease without fear of 
losing the land.

“Our proposal offers a realis-
tic collaborative approach that 
will save money for the city, cre-
ate more park space for the com-
munity, and save time on the 
clean up,” said company honcho 
Jared Della Valle. “Eminent do-
main should be used only as a last 
resort when stakeholders don’t 
share the same goals. That is not 
the case here.”

But the city’s response so far 
is “thanks, but no tanks.” The 
gratis green space — around the 
size of a football fi eld — would not 
be enough to compensate for the 
parkland it will lose, and the pro-

posal won’t solve the pool prob-
lem, offi cials say.

“We remain concerned about 
siting the tanks under Thomas 
Greene Playground as doing so 
would signifi cantly increase the 
amount of time that the play-
ground and pool are closed to the 
public and would result in sig-
nifi cantly less open space than 
the city’s recommendation,” said 

a joint statement from the parks 
and environmental protection 
agencies.

But the feds will ultimately 
decide where the tank goes, and 
Kelly hopes the developers’ pitch 
gets its due.

“We need some real urban 
design, some real solutions, and 
not just the city blocking every-
thing,” she said.

Developers offer free land for pool closure plan

YOUR LAND IS MY LAND: Developer Alloy’s proposal for donating part of its 
property to the city to avoid seizure. Alloy Development

DOUBLE DEAL
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Open Bar, Cocktail Hour with Passed 
Hors D’oeuvres & Pasta Station, Surf & Turf Dinner

Champagne Toast at Midnight, 
Dessert & Coffee, DJ, Hats, Noisemakers...

CALL FOR INFO

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 
CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

DATES AVAILABLE IN OUR BANQUET ROOMS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES
30–200 PEOPLE

INQUIRE ABOUT BUCKEY’S 3 HOUR COCKTAIL PARTY 
$40 PER PERSON

For information and reservations 718-998-4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

We accommodate up to 100 guests  Buffet or sit down Off-premise catering available 

Open 7 days for lunch & dinner

Free delivery 5–10:30 p.m.

Late Night Menu til 1 a.m.

Private Party Room

For party info call: 718-238-9260

SUNDAY & MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

SATURDAYFRIDAYTHURSDAY

DRINK & APPETIZER 
SPECIALS ALL DAY

PRE FIXE MENU $2995

SOUP OR SALAD
18 OZ. N.Y. STRIP STEAK

DESSERT, COFFEE

HAPPY HOUR 5–8PM

DJ 10PM

PRIME RIB NIGHT

DJ 10PM

TACO TUESDAYS
PITCHER’S OF SANGRIA OR 

MARGARITAS $15

½ PRICE BURGERS

KARAOKE 7–10PM

WATCH ALL FOOTBALL HERE

NOW TAKING 
RESERVATIONS 

FOR 
HOLIDAY PARTIES

Please visit the restaruant within 10 days of your birthday. 
To redeem this offer for a FREE BIRTHDAY DINNER, 
Your party of 2 or more must purchase atleast one 

entree of $15 or more, and you will recieve up to $15 OFF.
 You may also order a higher priced entree and pay the difference.

Friday & Saturday 4 or more  needed.

On Friday and Saturday nights 
valid only for parties of 4 or more.

You must be at least 21 years old. A valid ID will be needed to show proof of birthday. 
One certificate per table- No exceptions. Not Valid on Holidays. Reservations recomended but not 
required. Certain restrictions apply for weekends. A 18% gratuity may be added prior to discount. 

Call restaruant for details. Not to be combined with any other offer or special. Expires 12/15/15.

DINNER

FREE
BIRTHDAY

PARTY PACKAGE
PLAN B

Unlimited Wine & Soda
Three Tier Cheese,

Fruit & Crudites Display

-Host Choice of Appetizer-
Fresh Melon & Fruit, 

Penne Marinara or Penne Ala Vodka
House Salad

 -Guest Choice of Entree-
Chicken Parmigiana      
Roast Loin of Pork 
Eggplant Rollatine
Chicken Francaise
Talipia Oreganata
Shrimp Scampi

(Served with Baked Potato & Fresh Vegetables)

Occasion Cake, Coffee & Tea

         $39.00 

Unlimited Wine, Soda & Our 
Selection of Draft Beers 

Three Tier Cheese,
Fruit & Vegetable Crudites Display

-Family Style Hot Appertizers-
Fried Calamari, Mozzarella En 

Carrozza, Chicken Satays, Stuffed 
Mushrooms & Zucchini Chips
-Host Choice of Pasta-

Penne Marinara, Penne Ala Vodka or 
Penne Bolognese

-Host Choice of Salad- 
House Salad or Caesar Salad
- Guest Choice of Entree-

Chicken Francaise, Broiled Filet of 
Sole, Broiled Salmon, Shrimp Scampi 

Boneless Shell Steak 12 oz. Cut
Roast Loin of Pork

(Entrees Served with Potato Croquettes & Fresh Vegetables)
Occasion Cake, Coffee & Tea

       $49.00

PLAN D

Valet Parking, Umbrella Chair & Wishing Well Included. Valet Parking, Umbrella Chair & Wishing Well Included.

PARTY PACKAGE

Per Person
Plus Tax & 19%Gratuity

Per Person
Plus Tax & 19%Gratuity

Book Our Restaurant For Special Occasion And Banquet Affair

Please Mention Valpak 1215 & Receive a FREE Complimentary Champagne Toast with Any Party Booking

Early And Later Seatings Call For 
Reservations 

John or Bobby

New Years Eve
December 31st

nd Later Seatings Call For

Monday
Karaoke with Little Neil

Wednesday
Karaoke with DJ Dave

Thursday
Orginals with Max & Harry
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

Live Music
Call or Visit Website For 

Schedule

www.GreenHouseCafe.com
Contact us:

 GreenHouseCafe1@Verizon.net
Join Us On facebook

En t e r t a i nmen t

Christmas Eve
December 24th

Special Menu
Now Accepting Reservations

4pm - 8pm

New Years Day
January 1st

Brunch and Dinner
Call For Reservations 

11 - 3pm & 3pm - 8pm

7902 3rd Avenue • 718.439.6993 • www.giacomopizza.com
7 DAYS LUNCH & DINNER • DELIVERY AVAILABLE

LET US CATER YOUR HOLIDAY
antipasti

 HALF TRAY FULL TRAY

Fried calamari .........................50.00 .................95.00
Fried shrimp ............................60.00 ................ 110.00
Fried Ravioli .............................45.00 .................95.00
Calamari Marinara ..................50.00 .................95.00
Caprese ....................................50.00 .................95.00
Mozzarella in Carozza ............. 35.00 .................60.00
Baked Clams ........................................................ 75.00
Cold Antipasto ....................................................125.00
Eggplant Napoli ......................40.00 .................70.00
Seafood Salad .........................65.00 ............... 120.00
Mussels Marinara ....................40.00 .................70.00
Mini Riceballs..................................................75c each
Potato Croquettes .........................................75c each
Calzonetti ......................................................2.00 each
Stuffed Mushrooms ................ 35.00 .................60.00
Shrimp Cocktail .......................60.00 ................ 110.00

salads
 HALF TRAY FULL TRAY

Mista Salad ..............................30.00 .................50.00
Caesar Salad ............................ 35.00 .................60.00
Tri-Color Salad......................... 35.00 .................60.00
Arugula Salad .......................... 35.00 .................60.00
Italian Tuna Salad ...................40.00 .................65.00
**Add grilled chicken 
to any Salad ..............................15.00 ................. 25.00

pasta
 HALF TRAY FULL TRAY

Penne Pomodoro....................50.00 ................95.00
Penne Alla Vodka .................... 35.00 ................60.00 
Lasagna ....................................50.00 ................90.00
Manicotti ..................................45.00 ................ 85.00
Stuffed Shells ............................ 45.0 ................ 85.00
Stuffed Rigatoni......................45.00 ................ 85.00
Ravioli.......................................45.00 ................ 85.00
Lobster Ravioli ........................50.00 ................90.00
Baked Ziti ................................. 35.00 ................ 65.00
Baked Ziti Calabrese ...............50.00 ................90.00
Baked Ziti Siciliana .................50.00 ................90.00
Orecchietti Puglise .................45.00 ................ 85.00
Fettucini Alfredo .....................45.00 ................ 85.00
Rigatoni Bolognese ................45.00 ................ 85.00
Linguine with Clam Sauce
(Red or White).........................45.00 ................ 85.00
Penne with Garlic & Oil ..........30.00 ................50.00
Penne Primavera ....................45.00 ................ 85.00
Penne Puttanesca ..................45.00 ................ 85.00
Pasta Alla Nonna.....................50.00 ................90.00
Gnocchi .....................................45.00 ................ 85.00
Carciofi  Pasta ...........................50.00 ................90.00
Cavatelli Alla Fiorella..............50.00 ................90.00
Penne Vodka 
Alla Giacomo ...........................50.00 ................90.00

entrees
 HALF TRAY FULL TRAY

Chicken Parmigiana ...............50.00 .................90.00
Chicken Marsala ......................50.00 .................90.00
Chicken Francese ....................50.00 .................90.00
Chicken Piccata .......................50.00 .................90.00
Chicken Scarpariello ...............60.00 ................ 110.00
Veal Parmigiana .....................60.00 ................ 110.00
Veal Marsala ............................60.00 ................ 110.00
Veal Piccata .............................60.00 ................ 110.00
Veal Pizzaiola ..........................60.00 ................ 110.00
Eggplant Parmigiana .............45.00 .................85.00
Eggplant Rollatini ...................50.00 .................90.00
Meatballs ................................. 55.00 .................90.00
Sausage & Peppers ................45.00 .................85.00
Sausage & 
Broccoli Rabe ...........................60.00 ............... 120.00
Shrimp Parmigiana ................65.00 ............... 120.00
Shrimp Scampi ........................65.00 ............... 120.00
Shrimp Marinara .....................65.00 ............... 120.00
Shrimp Francese .....................65.00 ............... 120.00
Filet of Sole (broiled) .............60.00 ................ 110.00

sides
 HALF TRAY FULL TRAY

Sautéed Broccoli ..................... 35.00 ................ 65.00
Sautéed Broccoli Rabe ...........45.00 ................80.00
Stringbeans .............................30.00 ................60.00
Italian Fries ..............................30.00 ................60.00
Chicken Fingers .......................45.00 ................ 75.00
Garlic Knots/Sticks.................. 10.00 ................20.00

additional options
CAKES MADE TO ORDER • FRUIT PLATTERS • COOKIE TRAYS

WOOD-FIRED PIZZA • RESTAURANT • BAR
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they won’t even let you go 
through,” said Mike Hoff-
man, a longtime Manhat-
tan Avenue resident. “It’s 
crazy.”

Someone has recently 
posted signs around Man-
hattan and Commercial 
avenues railing against 
“Ringside” — the code-
name “Daredevil” uses on 
permits — “taking over the 
neighborhood.”

Assemblyman Joe Len-
tol (D–Greenpoint) has now 
swooped in to ask the May-
or’s Offi ce of Media and 
Entertainment to declare 
certain blocks as tempo-
rary no-fi lm zones to give 
his constituents a break. 
Film crews descend on the 
neighborhood on a weekly 
basis and it is affecting 
Greenpointers’ quality of 
life, said a rep for the pol.

“We have a lot of constit-
uents upset about it because 

their ability to get to their 
own homes is affected,” said 
Lentol spokeswoman Cathy 
Peake. “If you’re coming 
home and you’re tired af-
ter a long day and you’re 
trying to get to your home, 
if they’re in the middle of a 
shoot you can’t get there.”

Lentol is proposing two 
new fi lm-free zones — one 
bounded by McGuiness 
Boulevard, West Street, 
and Commercial and Kent 
Streets, and the other by 
Manhattan, Kingsland, 
Norman, and Driggs ave-
nues, said Peake. 

This isn’t the fi rst time 
locals have railed against 
too much showbiz on their 
streets — residents have 
previously bemoaned an 
old-timey Home Box Offi ce 
production  leaving Mil-
ton Street covered in dirt , 
and both  notorious fl op 
“Smash”  and  hipster com-
edy “Girls”  creating a more 
modern mess.

But the mayor’s offi ce 
continues to hand out fi lm-

ing permits for the neigh-
borhood like candy, with no 
consideration for the peo-
ple who actually live there, 
say locals. And even when 
it okays requested no-fi lm 
zones, the hiatus only lasts 
for three to six months.

“They’re really arro-
gant,” said resident Rolf 
Carle. “They feel like they 
don’t have to answer to any-
body.”

But the mayor’s offi ce 
claims it hears the locals’ 
woes loud and clear — it 
does keeps tabs on neigh-
borhoods overburdened 
by fi lming activity, and is 
willing to give over-fi lmed 
areas a temporary break, 
said a rep.

“We work diligently 
with the community, local 
elected offi cials, and resi-
dents to ensure on-location 
fi lming is as seamless as 
possible and to balance the 
needs of productions that 
of the neighborhoods in 
which they fi lm,” said an 
offi ce spokesperson.  

Continued from page 1 

FILMING

BY DENNIS LYNCH
They’re crammed if they do 
and crammed if they don’t.

A proposed elementary 
school on the border of Bay 
Ridge and Sunset Park is a 
step closer to opening, but 
the new desks it could bring 
will hardly make a dent in 
one the most overcrowded 
districts in the city, be-
cause the School Construc-
tion Authority just can’t 
fi nd suitable places to build, 
a school leader said.

“The bottom line is you 
can’t build on what you 
don’t have,” said Laurie 
Windsor, who heads the 
District 20 Community 
Education Council. “If, 
right now, someone called 
me and said ‘There’s three 
sites. The owners are will-
ing to sell,’ and the city 
bought them, we’d have 
enough money to build. But 
we don’t have the sites.”

Offi cials hope to open 
a 676-seat primary and in-
termediate school on four 
lots along Third Avenue 
and 59th Street by 2019. A 
city environmental study 
recently gave the spot a 
passing grade, and now 

the Council must negotiate 
with the lots’ owners, a lo-
cal pol said.

“This study found this 
is a viable site, so now the 
city can move forward with 
the purchase,” said Coun-
cilman Carlos Menchaca 
(D–Sunset Park).

 Area schools are the 
most overcrowded in the 
city , according to a 2015 In-
dependent Budget Offi ce 
study. The city has already 
committed cash for 3,000 
new seats, but the Third 
Avenue site is the only one 

suitable in a district that 
spans Bay Ridge, Benson-
hurst, and Borough Park 
and includes parts of Sun-
set Park and Kensington, 
Windsor said.

By 2019, the number of 
public school students liv-
ing in the area will balloon 
from 40,000 to 48,000, accord-
ing to education department 
fi gures. Offi cials predict  dis-
trict enrollment will hover 
around 150 percent of capac-
ity regardless whether the 
proposed school opens , city 
records show.

Lauded proposed school won’t help overcrowding

Grade ‘A’ for effort

IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY WILL COME: This empty lot on Third Av-
enue between 59th and 60th streets could house a 676-seat school 
for District 20, but the School Construction Authority would have 
to build a school its size every year for the next 10 years to elimi-
nate overcrowding in the district. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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➤MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

HOME HEALTH AIDES!
ABLE HEALTH CARE

Bronx/Westchester   914-470-9924

www.ablehealthcare.com

Brooklyn  718-947-3682
Nassau    516-634-2107

Queens  718-947-3664
Suffolk   631-729-2385

HHA’s with Certificates
Immediate Work in All Areas

Pay Rates up to $13.00/hour

+ $1200 BONUS PROGRAM

Classes start Jan 4 in Hempstead & Islandia
Call for classes in all other areas!

FREE Training Classes

Full Time • Part Time
Weekends

All Shifts - All Locations

GREAT
BENEFITS

Health Insurance
Vacation Pay, Sick Pay, 

Personal Pay

ABLE
Certified Home Health Agency

Call us for complete
details about our
Bonus program.

SE HABLA ESPANOL

➤HELP WANTED ➤HELP WANTED ➤HELP WANTED

Must be 21 yrs old w/valid NYS driver's lic for 3 yrs, CDL w/passenger endorsement. What are you waiting for?
Bring license and social security card 8am-4pm.  Dispatch Positions also available.

MAGGIES PARATRANSIT CORP
233 Norwood Avenue, 2nd Floor, Brooklyn (between Atlantic & Fulton)

EOE

40 HOURS PER WEEK

** $650 Sign-on Bonus **
Pre-Certified Paratransit Drivers

DRIVERS WANTED RIGHT NOW
Major 24-Hr Access-a-Ride Company Wants You To Join Our Family!!!

IMMEDIATE FULL TIME OPENINGS AVAILABLE
$14/HR TO START WITH INCREASE AFTER 90 DAYS OF EMPLOYMENT!!

(We Will Match Your Years Of Service!)
Experienced Drivers can make up to $21.91/Hr

• Paid holidays incl Martin Luther King Jr.
• Paid vacation, paid personal days, birthday 

pay, bereavement allowance, jury duty pay
• Annual Attendance Bonus • Annual Safety Bonus
• Life insurance policy paid by employer
• Conveniently located 1 block from J train,
Norwood Avenue station

• 2 Weeks Paid Training
• Overtime Available 
(morning/evening/overnight)

• Medical coverage for yourself and family
with dental, vision and prescription

• Company paid CDL training
• 401K Plan         • Savings Plan

$350 Commercial Drivers Sign-on Bonus
$250 Sign-on Bonus for Non-CDL Drivers 

with Company-Paid CDL Training

www.maggiespara.com

➤MEDICAL
HELP WANTED ➤HELP WANTED

School  Bus Mini Van  
Drivers Needed

Brooklyn Routes $520 per week to start,  

$1,000 sign on Bonus, $30-$40 per day  

extra pay for Middle of Day Work, 401K  

Plan, Health Benefits, Paid Holidays, Wk  

hrs are 6AM to 9AM & 2pm TO 5 pm.  Must  

have CDL Class CP or BP License, 

  Bring copy of this Ad & apply in person,
  Mon thru Friday 

  5015 Bay Park Parkway
  Brooklyn NY 11230

  off the corner of McDonald Ave

➤HELP WANTED

➤MERCHANDISE
WANTED 

CASH FOR  
VINYL  

RECORDS
Top Prices Paid!!  

Rock, Reggae, Jazz,  
Soul, Disco, Club,  
House, Latin, Rap.

Call Us
212-473-2870

➤READERS
AND ADVISORS

MR SHEIKH SALEEM, 
6TH GENERATION OF 
AFRICAN MEDIUM, 
CAN HELP YOU OUT 
OF DESPAIR, SEVEN DAY RESULTTS

Love specialist, Reunite lovers 
even hopeless cases, Business success, 

Release from spell, Clear Negativity, 
Strong Voodoo, Black Magic, 

Court issues, Family problems, Drugs, 
Careers, Exams, Gambling, Luck, 

Protection, Impotency/Infertility & more.

➤BROOKLYN
APTS UNFURN

➤BROOKLYN
APTS UNFURN

➤BROOKLYN
APTS UNFURN

➤BROOKLYN
APTS UNFURN

CANARSIE: Wi-fi & Cable  
incl. No Smoking, Near  
Trans. $700/month.  
718-947-6719

� EMPLOYMENT, BUSINESS OPPS., EDU. SERV., MISC., R.E. To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-2555

➤BROOKLYN
OPEN HOUSE
GERRITSEN BEACH  

SUN. DEC 13th 1-3 pm 
112 Gotham Ave.

REDUCED! Waterfront  
gorgeous 1 fam det 2  
bdrm ranch, vaulted 

ceilings, marble floors  
screened in porch, full  

summer kitchen in finished  
bsmt with new ¾ bath, 2  

docks. Won’t Last! 
Asking $499,000

Doreen Greenwood 
Real Estate

Licensed Real Estate  
Broker

718-769-4448
www.dgbrooklyn.comCall

718.260.2555  
To Advertise  

Here More  
Classifieds  
online at 

Brooklyn 
Daily.com
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