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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Hipster bowling is set to 
strike Bushwick.

Punch Bowl Social — a 
nationwide chain of booze- 
and burger-slinging indoor 
adult playgrounds — plans 
on opening its fi rst New York 
location in a couple of neigh-
borhood warehouses, and a 

company honcho thinks its 
concept will be right up the 
borough’s alley.

“There is so much 
Brooklyn DNA in what 
we’re doing at Punch 
Bowl Social, we thought 
it time we ‘brought it 
home,’ ” said the brand’s 
chief executive Robert 

Thompson.
The Brooklyn Bowl-

meets-Barcade conglomer-
ate — which already has 
locations in Denver, Port-
land, Chicago, Austin, and 
Detroit, among others — 
has inked a deal to set up 
shop at the two connected 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Go west, young men and women.

Education offi cials must look 
west — between Third Avenue 
and the waterfront — for new pub-
lic school sites to remedy over-
crowding in Sunset Park and Bay 
Ridge, according to local leaders. 
The city could lose out on some 
promising sites if it waits to act, 
said one member of the local com-
munity education council who 
walked the neighborhood with 
the School Construction Author-
ity last week to scope out potential 
sites.

“Part of the dialogue was that 
we need to take a broader vision 
and at least consider sites west 
of Third Avenue,” said District 
15 Community Education Coun-
cil vice president Henry Carrier. 

BY COLIN MIXSON
He’s back on the menu!

A Sheepshead Bay na-
tive has returned to south-
ern Brooklyn to spice up 
the menu at Marine Park’s 
Third and Seven Tavern 
after 27 years honing his 
cooking skills in Dirty 
Jersey. And the Academy 
of Culinary Arts grad is 

bringing his metropoli-
tan chops to a hometown 
haunt, a manager said.

“We have our steaks, 
chops, burgers, wings, 
but he brought some piz-
zazz,” said manager Peter 
DiFiglia. “He’s bringing 
something different to our 
neighborhood.”

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 10Continued on page 9

Legendary DJ 
hosts fi nal bash

BY DENNIS LYNCH
This party is gonna be bumpin’.

A Coney Island bumper car 
arena will host the wildest and 
loudest New Year’s Eve bash in 
the city. Discotheque legend Nicky 
Siano will spin classic records 
into the wee morning hours at 
“The Very Last Ultimate Disco Ex-
travanganza” at the Eldorado Auto 
Skooter on Surf Avenue, and the 
60-year-old master of ceremonies 
says this will be his last time pro-
ducing a New Year’s Eve party.

“It’s just the amount of work 
that goes into producing and per-
forming at a New Year’s Eve party,” 
said Siano, who plans to focus on 
performing shorter sets rather 

Continued on page 6
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BUSHWICK BOWL: Bush-
wickians will soon be able to 
bowl  without going to Wil-
liamsburg.

BUMPIN’ IN THE BOOTH: DJ Nicky Siano has turned the Eldorado Auto Skooter into a venerable discotheque for a 
monster New Year’s Eve party. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Chef returns to M’Park Boozy bowling for B’wick

Locals: Look 
to water for 
school sites
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars
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OPEN 
6 DAYS
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Vigilant Ridgites must 
watch what they say when 
reporting illegal home con-
versions.

Watchdogs blew the 
whistle on contractors gut-
ting the inside of a home be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues without a permit on 
Dec. 11, but the city didn’t 
get around to issuing a stop-
work order for a week, be-
cause complainants told 311 
the work was “illegal con-
struction” rather than “ille-
gal demolition.” The differ-
ence in one word increases 
the city’s target response 
time from 1.5 days to 45 
days, and whistle-blowers 
need to know how to parlay 
the city’s lingo in order to 
protect their own neighbor-
hoods, a local leader said.

“We try to get people to 
understand the language 
and use certain language to 
get the complaint [a higher 
priority],” said Bob Cas-
sara, founder of the Brook-
lyn Housing Preservation 
Alliance.

Contractors hauled 
enough debris from the 
building to fi ll a dumpster, 
photos taken on Dec. 11 
show. But whistle-blowers 
told 311 on Dec. 11 and Dec. 
14 that the dicey demolition 
men were doing construc-
tion rather than destruc-
tion, and the city considered 
it a lesser threat, according 
to city records.

The Department of Build-
ings prioritizes complaints 
by rating them “A” through 
“D,” with “A” priority being 
the most immediate, accord-
ing to agency materials. “Il-
legal demolition” gets the 
highest priority, but “ille-
gal construction” gets a “B” 
designation. 

On average, it takes the 
Department of Buildings 38 
days to close out a “B”-level 
complaint, but inspectors 
are working as fast as they 
can, an agency spokesman 
said.

Inspectors must witness 
illegal work themselves, 
and the property owner 

must be present for the city 
to issue papers if the work 
is already complete, he 
said. Gaining admittance to 
inspect work sites is also a 
hurdle, he said.

“It’s not just a matter 
of slapping a stop-work or-
der on the door, there is a 
process,” said department 
spokesman Alex Schnell.

The Department of 
Buildings sent an inspector 
to the site Dec. 18 — seven 

days after the initial com-
plaint and one day after this 
paper made inquiries with 
the agency.

Earlier this year, it took 
inspectors two weeks to 
slap a stop-work order on 
a nearby  illegal construc-
tion job that threatened to 
collapse on a neighborhood 
restaurant , city records 
show.

The damage is often 

City takes a week to respond to Bay 
Ridgites’ illegal demolition complaints

GUTTED: (Above) Workers remove demolition debris from a 76th 
Street home on Dec. 11 without displaying a work permit. (Below) 
Residents complained for two weeks before the city issued a stop-
work order on a home up the block. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

What a gut check

Continued on page 4
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BY LAUREN GILL
The fi rs were fl ying!

A turf war between two rival 
Brooklyn Heights Christmas tree 
vendors reached boiling point 
last Wednesday night when one 
of the sellers angrily accused the 
other of sap-otage in front of hol-
iday shoppers — and witnesses 
say the sight killed their holiday 
spirit. 

“It is outrageous that this is 
going on during this time of the 
year,” said Brooklyn Heights 
citizen Jeffrey Smith. “How can 
anything like this be going on at 
Christmas?”

The story is a classic case of 
he-said, tree-said.

One long-time Montague 
Street vendor claims an upstart 
has muscled in on his territory, 
and is trash-talking his trees — 
telling passersby that they are 
infested with vermin.

“They came in and kind of 
pushed their way into the area,” 
said Adam Parke, who has been 
running his eight stands around 
the borough for 26 years, includ-
ing one at the corner of Mon-
tague and Clinton streets, out-
side St. Ann’s Church. “They’ve 

been telling people that our trees 
have rodents in them.”

But the newer pine peddler 
claims that simply isn’t true, and 
there is plenty of business to go 
around.  

“I couldn’t get enough trees 
and sell enough trees to every-
one in the whole neighborhood,” 
said Ellie Bishop, who took over 
the six-year-old Romp Family 
Christmas Trees stand at Hicks 
Street in front of Key Foods after 
her mom passed away last year. 
“There’s no way being here hurts 
their business.” 

The needling erupted on 
Wednesday evening, when 
Parke’s crew confronted Bishop, 
demanding she stop tarnishing 
their trees.

Parke has since apologized 
and the two have made up, 
Bishop said, but she still dis-
putes the claim that she ever 
slandered his saplings — and 
says she in fact often redirects 
people to her rival’s lot when she 
doesn’t have quite the right tree 
for a customer.

Bishop, who hails from Ver-
mont but ships in stock from 
North Carolina, says she sells her 

trees for about $80 to $90, depend-
ing on height, and does a steady 
business between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas at her 24-hour 
stand.

Parke grows all of his trees in 
Vermont and boasts “the best or-
ganic, chemical-free Christmas 
trees in the northeast,”  on his 
website . He charges $10 a foot and 
said he is so busy some weekends 
that he can’t keep up.

Now the pair have settled 
their differences, both parties 
say they’re willing to call a truce 
on their spruces.

“We have competition from all 
different directions and we don’t 
mind it — it is what it is,” said 
Parke’s son Galen.

Out in the fi eld, Christmas 
trees are often plagued by ro-
dents called voles, which feed on 
the bark, according to the federal 
Department of Agriculture. One 
local pest-control worker said 
he’d never heard of a rodent-in-
fested Christmas tree in the city, 
but that it could happen.

“It’s possible,” said Angel Ma-
leve of Empire Pest Control on 
Court Street. “They’ll try to fi nd 
shelter in anything.”

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
They’re embracing it with open 
arm-ories!

Developers will gut Crown 
Heights’ historic Bedford Union 
Armory and fi ll it with housing, a 
community center, and sports fa-
cilities, city honchos announced 
last Thursday — welcome news 
to residents, who say the plan is 
in sync with what they told offi -
cials they want to see there.  

“I’m pleased to see that the de-
velopers have taken into consider-
ation what the community would 
like to see at the Bedford Union 
Armory location,” said Deme-
trius Lawrence, the chairman of 
the local community board.

The city tapped developers 
BFC Partners and Slate Prop-
erty Group for the  long-awaited  
redevelopment of the vacant, 
century-old weapons storage 
facility at Bedford Avenue and 
Union Street, following two 
years of negotiations with lo-
cal residents and prospective 
rebuilders on how to make-over 
the massive property.

The real-estate fi rms’ pro-
posal for the site includes 24 
condominiums and 330 apart-
ments — 166 of which will be 
below-market-rate. One hun-
dred of those will be set aside 
for households earning around 
$85,500 a year — based on a fam-
ily of three — 48 will go to fam-
ilies earning roughly $36,500, 
and 18 will be for folks earning 
around $28,800.

The new building will also 
include offi ces, a community 
event space, and a recreational 
center — which may include 
basketball courts, a swimming 
pool, and an indoor turf fi eld 
and will be partially designed 
by Knicks star and Red Hook 

native Carmelo Anthony.
The developers — who will 

take on a 99-year lease — plan to 
keep the cavernous structure’s 
iconic castle-like brick walls and 
curved roof, but will also stick a 
more modern-looking addition 
on top near President Street and 
Rogers Avenue.

The city met with locals 
many times over the two-year 
search, and made its decision 
partially on how closely propos-
als resembled the community’s 
wishes for the space, according 
to a city rep.

For example, neighbors said 
they did not want any segrega-
tion between so-called “afford-
able” and market-rate housing 
— and as a result, all the units 
will be mixed in together. 

Local leaders say they are 
thrilled to see the community’s 
feedback fi nally put into action 
after the lengthy negotiation 
period, and hope the city and 
the developers keep listening 
through a public review process 
and during construction.

“The hope is that the devel-
oper has an open and compas-
sionate ear,” said Assembly-
man Walter Mosley (D–Crown 
Heights).

The munitions depot has 
been empty since 2011, when 
troops stationed there were 
moved to Fort Hamilton, and 
then-Borough President Marty 
Markowitz  began pushing to 
revitalize the property  —  in-
spired by the $16-million rede-
velopment of the Park Slope ar-
mory .

The state fi nally handed the 
building over to the city in late 
2013, and offi cials have been 
quietly hammering out details 
ever since. 

Turf war explodes between Montague Street 
sidewalk Christmas tree vendors

TANKS FOR THE MEMORIES: The Crown Heights armory will rise to 13 sto-
ries with a residential addition. NYC EDC

‘TIS THE TREE-SON: Romp Family Christmas Trees’ Ellie Bishop, left, and Adam Parke Trees employee Dylan Peterson, right, 
are battling it out for Montague Street’s business. Photos by Jason Speakman

Oy tannenbaum!

C’Heights armory 
is shooting up
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

*Rates are based on 8.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments for a term of 60 months. Rates are based on 
credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required. BY DENNIS LYNCH

They want to kick the pervs 
to the curb.

The New York City Hous-
ing Authority must keep con-
victed sex offenders out of 
public housing, demanded 
community leaders and 
elected offi cials gathered 
outside Coney Island’s Carey 
Gardens Houses on Dec. 21. 
Federal law bars the author-
ity from renting apartments 
to convicted sex offenders, 
but many fl y under the ra-
dar, one peeved pol said.

“More often than not, it’s 
people returning to where 
they came from, and if the 
housing authority would 
just simply check the reg-
istry every now and then, 
they might know that,” said 
state Sen. Diane Savino (D–
Coney Island). “This is just 
another example of their ab-
ject failure to follow their 
own rules.”

 There are 44 sex offend-
ers living in Brooklyn pub-
lic housing  — more than in 

any borough, according to a 
report by state Sen. Jeffrey 
Klein (D–Bronx) and Coun-
cilman Ritchie Torres (D–
Bronx). They are all Level 
2 or Level 3 Sex Offenders, 
meaning a court deemed 
that they posed either a 
moderate or high risk of re-
peating their crimes.

The New York City Hous-
ing Authority requires ap-
plicants list all the people 
who would reside in an 
apartment, and federal law 
requires the authority deny 
any application that in-
cludes a lifetime registered 
sex offender. Similarly, it 
must evict any leaseholder 
later identifi ed as a sex of-
fender, law states.

But at least one resident 
who reported a registered 
sex offender neighbor at 
Carey Gardens Houses in Co-
ney Island in 2012 got a less-
than-stellar response from 
the building’s manager.

“I told the building man-
ager but he just shrugged 

it off, said ‘Oh is that so?’ ” 
said resident Evangeline By-
ars. “They said they would 
look into it but nothing ever 
came of it. I was surprised 
and me and my husband 
just kept an eye on him — 
that’s all we could do.” 

A housing authority 
spokeswoman admitted 
that the agency has “no way 
of knowing” if an individ-
ual who is not on the lease 
is living in one of its apart-
ments if a neighbor does not 
report it, because that per-
son’s name never shows up 
on paperwork.

“Someone may be in 
all regards ‘homeless’ but 
sometimes people will al-
low them to stay with them 
some nights, or some people 
stay in different residences 
throughout the week,” 
spokeswoman Aja Worthy-
Davis said. “We would not 
really have a lot resources 
to know if someone is not on 
a lease but is actually living 
there.” 

Coney Islanders demand housing 
authority remove sex offenders

OFFENDED: Coney Islanders and local pols demand the New York City Housing Authority kick out sex 
offenders living in Brooklyn public housing.

On the offensive

done by the time the city 
gets around to inspecting, 
leading to tension with lo-

cal watchdogs, another 
community leader said. 

“By the time the build-
ings department responds, 
the work is over and done 
with,” said Community 
Board 10 district manager 

Josephine Beckmann. 
“That’s one of the things 
that really frustrates peo-
ple, they see something 
and report it but they don’t 
see anything happen for 
weeks.”

DEMOLITION
Continued from page 2



D
EC. 27, 2015, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

5

Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge
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ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY LAUREN GILL
They’re hoping for limited 
Success.

A controversial char-
ter-school network that has 
been accused of using harsh 
punishments to weed out 
diffi cult students must be 
banned from opening new 
outposts in and around Fort 
Greene until the city inves-
tigates the company’s dis-
cipline policy, a local panel 
of public-school parents de-
manded last week.

Faculty at Success Acad-
emy Charter Schools’ three-
year-old Fort Greene location 
came under fi re in October 
when the  New York Times 
reported  the school once kept 
a “got to go” list that singled 
out troublesome students, 
and used frequent suspen-
sions and other demands on 
parents’ time to push them to 
leave. Now, some local parents 

say they want the city to put a 
wall up around the school dis-
trict to keep Success out.

“We’re very upset and we 
think it’s only fair that these 
allegations are fully run 
down and investigated,” said 
David Goldsmith, president 
of Community Education 
Council 13 — a volunteer 
board that also advises the 
city on schools in Brooklyn 
Heights, Downtown, Pros-
pect Heights, Clinton Hill, 
and parts of Park Slope and 
Bedford–Stuyvesant.

Even before that report 
came out, Goldsmith claims 
numerous parents of stu-
dents at the Fort Greene in-
stitution, which is co-located 
with MS 265 on Park Avenue, 
had approached the panel 
claiming the institution sus-
pended — or threatened to 
suspend — their offspring 
for minor offenses including 

putting their hands in their 
pockets or slouching in their 
chairs. 

“I’d never heard of some-
thing like that before,” said 
Goldsmith. “It wasn’t just 
one or two people coming 
forward.”

A Success spokesman de-
nies students were ever pun-
ished for such infractions. 

In addition to the morato-
rium on new Success Acade-
mies across the district, the 
council  is demanding  the 
State University of New York 
— which is in charge of the 
school’s charter — investi-
gate the Fort Greene school 
and close the operation if 
the inspection turns up any-
thing unsavory.

The panel invited the 
school’s fi rebrand founder 
and former Manhattan Coun-
cilwoman Eva Moskowitz to 
its Dec. 8 meeting to address 

its concerns, but she instead 
 wrote a letter  noting the list 
mentioned in the article was 
revoked within days — and 
the principal reprimanded — 
and claimed other allegations 
were just “anecdotes” from a 
handful of families that don’t 
represent the thousands who 
are happy with her schools. 

The education council 
says the letter didn’t address 
many of its concerns, which 
is why it is asking for the re-
view. 

The privately run, pub-
licly funded charter school 
network mostly serves kids 
from low-income neighbor-
hoods, and claims it offers 
kids who would otherwise 
be stuck in crummy public 
schools a chance at a fi rst-
rate education. 

A Success spokesman 
said that the majority of par-
ents in District 13 like the 

204-student school and have 
shown their support at the 
educations ballot box — fam-
ilies of more than 800 kids in 
the district entered into its 
admissions lottery last year, 
he said.

“Success Academy has 
received overwhelming sup-
port from District 13 par-
ents, who are demanding 
high-quality schools,” said 
Brian Whitley. 

Many in the neighbor-
hood had fought to keep 
the school from opening in 
the fi rst place, as they were 
worried the charter school 

would take space from MS 
265, said Goldsmith.

Parents  in other parts of 
the borough  have also fought 
to keep Success schools from 
securing space inside lo-
cal public school buildings 
— critics  fi led unsuccessful 
lawsuits  to stop it opening 
branches inside  Williams-
burg  and  Cobble Hill  institu-
tions, while  some opponents 
defaced the company’s sub-
way ads .

The Department of Edu-
cation refused to comment 
on the prospect of a morato-
rium or investigation. 

Fort Greene school district seeks to ban and probe practices 
of Eva Moskowitz’s controversial charter school company

BATTLE GROUND: Success Academy Fort Greene, which is co-
located with MS 265. Photo by Louise Wateridge

A limit to ‘Success’



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

DE
C. 

27
, 2

01
5

6

than putting together his 
own shows. But the Sheep-
shead Bay native, who 
helped to build the city’s 
dance club culture while 
spinning at Studio 54, says 
that his fi nal year-end pro-
duction will be a night to 
remember. 

“We’re doing fog, con-
fetti cannons, we’ve got 
the best sound system in 
the city, it’s going to be 
something grand,” said 
Nicky Siano.

The bumper-car spot’s 
extraordinary sound sys-
tem is the city’s only re-
maining system designed 
by the late legendary club 
sound designer Richard 
Long, who was responsible 
for the sound systems at 
fabled clubs like Studio 54 
and the Paradise Garage. 
Long’s unique cabinet de-
signs provide a quality 
that no other dance fl oor 
speakers can match.

“The highs and mids 
are cleaner, richer, they’re 
more complete. The bass 
cabinets go all the way 
down to 24 hertz, that’s 
lower than what the hu-
man ear can hear, they’re 
incredible,” said Siano.

The music is the most 
important aspect of the 
dance party, he says, so 
the party’s unusual loca-
tion hardly matters.

“People are going out to 
listen to music, so why not 
provide them with the best 
sound you possibly can?” 
Siano said. “Now a lot of 
bars spend all their money 
making the bar look good. 
People don’t give a s--- 
about what the bar looks 
like when it sounds bad out 
on the dance fl oor.”

Siano fi rst played the 
Eldorado for his 60th 
birthday party. Around 
600 people made it out for 
that party, but Siano said 
New Year’s Eve will be 
bigger and better. He and 
his crew have since in-
stalled new dance fl oor 
lights and will clean out 
a game room to create a 
laid-back lounge area. The 
Eldorado’s backyard will 
also give patrons a stel-
lar view of the New Year’s 
Parachute Jump ball drop 
a quarter mile away.

The beloved DJ will 
perform alongside  disco 
legends Rochelle Flem-
ing of First Choice, 
Melba Moore, and D.C. 
La Rue, who will be play-
ing “dancefl oor hits” all 
night, said Siano.

“The Very Last Ulti-
mate Disco Extravan-
ganza” (1216 Surf Ave. 
between Stillwell Avenue 
and W. 12th Street in Co-
ney Island, www.nick-
ysiano.com/NewYear-
sEve2.html). Dec. 31, 10 
pm–6 am. $75.

Continued from page 1 
DISCO

BY LAUREN GILL
Second time’s the charm!

The New Year’s Eve cele-
bration on Coney Island this 
year will be bigger and bet-
ter than its inaugural event, 
adding free roller coaster 
rides and ice skating to the 
fi reworks display and daz-
zling Parachute Drop light 
show, according to Brook-
lyn’s partier-in-chief. 

“The best parties for 
ringing in 2016 will be in 
the center of the universe: 
Brooklyn, USA!” said Bor-
ough President Adams. 

Adams hopes the ex-
travaganza at the People’s 
Playground on New Year’s 
Eve will someday measure 
up to Manhattan’s greatest 
winter tradition, according 
to the Beep’s press offi cer.

“In the years ahead we 
think it’s going to be some-
thing we’d like to believe 
will rival Times Square,” 
said Stefan Ringel, Adams’s 
communications director.

The numbers are still 
on the side of the Manhat-
tan ball drop, which crams 
an estimated one million 
people into Times Square, 
while last year’s Coney Is-
land celebration drew about 
5,000 people. But visitors to 
the seaside resort will have 
more options than those 

tightly-squeezed revelers 
across the river.

From 9 pm to 11 pm on 
Dec. 31, the Abe Stark Rink 
will offer free ice skating, 
and rides on the Thunder-

bolt roller coaster, the B&B 
Carousel, and the iconic 
Wonder Wheel will be free 
of charge. The sideshows at 
Coney Island USA will also 
be operating that night. 

Instead of a ball-drop, 
the People’s Playground 
will fl aunt its own unique 
Brooklyn fl air with a burst 
of midnight light from the 
defunct amusement park 
ride Parachute Jump. Bars 
and restaurants in the 
area will also extend their 
hours to ensure the party-
ing masses can keep their 
celebrations going well into 
the night. 

The celebration is part 
of the Beep’s goal to make 
Coney Island a destination 
during the colder months of 
the year.  

“We’re just very enthusi-
astic about making Coney Is-
land a year-round destination 
and introducing people to all 
the different things Brooklyn 
has to offer,” said Ringel. “Co-
ney Island is so uniquely New 
York City and it has its own 
culture and flavor to it.”

New Year’s Eve festivi-
ties will also take place on 
the other side of the borough, 
kicking off in Grand Army 
Plaza at 11 pm, with music 
from the Brooklyn Mash It 
Up Band and more fi reworks 
at midnight. 

Coney Island New Year’s 
Eve at Steeplechase Plaza 
(Boardwalk between W. 16th 
and W. 19th streets in Coney 
Island). Dec. 31 at 9 pm. Free.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2015 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

OFF TO A GREAT START: Victor Cherichetti and Crystal Arocho 
shared a kiss at the stroke of midnight at Coney Island’s Steeple-
chase Plaza during 2014’s inaugural New Year’s Eve celebration at 
the People’s Playground. File photo by Steve Solomonson

Party on the beach
Coney Island is blowing up big for New Year’s Eve 2015

BUMPIN’ IN THE BOOTH: DJ Nicky Siano has turned the Eldo-
rado Auto Skooter into a venerable discotheque for a monster 
New Year’s Eve party. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

BY BILL ROUNDY
These comedians are in their happy 
place!

An improv comedy theater will 
throw a party on New Year’s Eve to cel-
ebrate the one-year anniversary of its 
underground theater space. The An-
noyance Theatre and Bar in Williams-
burg has created a vibrant space for co-
medians to push their limits, says the 

group’s executive director.  
“It’s a literally underground the-

ater, in the basement,” said Philip Mar-
kle, who lives in Williamsburg. “The 
vibe in there is electric, it’s very inti-
mate. It feels like you’re in a clubhouse. 
It’s a place where people feel welcome 
and take risks.

The Annoyance Theatre started in 
Chicago, but branched out to teaching 

its brand of subversive improvisational 
comedy in Brooklyn in early 2014. 
Since then, the Annoyance Theatre has 
taught more than 500 students, opened 
its underground physical theater, and 
grown beyond improv, hosting per-
formances four night a week of sketch 
comedy groups, game shows, and semi-
scripted performances like “The Devil 

Improv group celebrates year in its theater

Continued on page 10
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aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
FROM SIRICO’S

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Luke, I am your vintner.

Lightsabers glowed and 
wine fl owed at The Owl’s 
Head pre-game party for the 
midnight premiere of “Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens” 
on Dec. 17. The 74th Street 
wine bar looked like the 
Mos Eisley Cantina with pa-

trons dressed as characters 
from the beloved sci-fi  saga, 
and it made for quite the 
spectacle, the owner said.

“We had some lightsa-
ber fi ghts and everyone was 
having a good time — even 
the people who weren’t pre-
pared for a wine bar to be 
invaded by a bunch of geeks 

playing with toys, I think, 
enjoyed it,” said bar owner 
and self-proclaimed Star 
Wars nerd John Avelluto. 
“I think some people out on 
the street were a bit shocked 
when they looked in.”

Star Wars afi cionados 
brought in collectibles of 
various vintage, including 

some top-of-the-line lightsa-
ber replicas. Naturally, there 
was a little swordplay, but 
the Force was strong with pa-
trons, and no one broke any 
wine glasses, Avelluto said.

The staff played composer 
John Williams’s masterpiece 
score all night and replaced 
the bar’s regular projection 

of a Yule log with the “Darth 
Vader Yule Log,” a  fi ve-hour 
loop of villain Darth Vader’s 
funeral pyre  from the end of 
“Star Wars: Episode VI Re-
turn of the Jedi.”

Avelluto reserved 17 tick-
ets to the midnight showing 
at nearby Alpine Cinemas 
and sold them at face value 
with the purchase of a drink, 
he said.

BAR FIGHT: (Above) TJ Furey found himself at the end of Kylo Ren’s 
lightsaber, but he escaped to catch the midnight showing of “Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens” on Dec. 17. (Left) Bar owner John Avel-
luto takes on the baddie. Photos by Jordan Rathkopf

It’s the cantina scene
‘Force’ fans fl ock to Ridge bar ahead of new movie opening
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Chef Evan Miller be-
gan his culinary career in 
Manhattan Beach, where 
he began working as a bus 
boy at 13 years old. But 
that only served to whet 
his appetite, and it wasn’t 
long before the scrappy 
saucier was in the kitchen 
doing what he loved, he 
said.

“By 15, I was doing cold 
foods, cutting fruits, and, 
little by little, I worked 
some line jobs,” Miller 
said using service-indus-
try lingo “line” to refer to 
where cooking is done. “I 
knew that’s what I wanted 
to do.”

The young chef left 
Brooklyn with his folks 
when he was 17, and they 
headed to Jersey, where 
Miller enrolled in the 
Academy of Culinary Arts 
before embarking on a ca-
reer that had him slinging 
food for catering services, 
in posh country clubs, and 
at restaurants throughout 

the Garden State and the 
fi ve boroughs.

“I’ve done it all,” he 
said.

His coming to the 
Quentin Road eatery 
is part of a shake-up at 
Third and Seven — Di-
Figlia took over as man-
ager and started mak-
ing changes to bring 
the restaurant into the 
21st century, according 
to the new manager.

“The owners wanted 
to make some changes,” 
he said.

The sports bar now 
features live music, kara-
oke, and monthly theme 
parties — including an 
upcoming disco night on 
Jan. 15, DiFiglia said.

And Miller is enjoy-
ing seeing some familiar 
faces, he said.

“I just ran into a 
buddy of mine — he 
had no idea I was work-
ing there,” Miller said. 
“I ran into some people 
last week. Yeah, I defi -
nitely have some friends 
in town.”

Third and Seven Tav-
ern [3622 Quentin Rd. be-
tween 36th and 37th streets 
in Marine Park, (718) 336–
6300].

Continued from page 1 

CHEF

HOMEBOY: Sheepshead Bay native 
Evan Miller’s, left, culinary career 
has taken him all over the city, 
but his latest move has brought 
back to his old stomping ground in 
Southern Brooklyn. Peter DiFiglia, 
right, manager of the Third and 
Seven tavern, said Miller’s recipes 
have really spiced up the menu.
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

MARKET PRICE LIST & MENU ONLINE: 
JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (Exit 9 or 9A) 
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Avenue 
(Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
LOBSTERS BY THE TON!

Live or Steamed • 11/4 Lb to 6 Lbs each

JORDAN’S 
RETAIL MARKET

OPEN 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

5AM – 7PM
THROUGH 1/1/16

New Year’s Eve PartyNew Year’s Eve Party
9:30 pm – 2:30 am9:30 pm – 2:30 am

Open Bar, Cocktail Hour with Passed 
Hors D’oeuvres & Pasta Station, Surf & Turf Dinner

Champagne Toast at Midnight, 
Dessert & Coffee, DJ, Hats, Noisemakers...

CALL FOR INFO

DATES AVAILABLE IN OUR BANQUET ROOMS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES
30–200 PEOPLE

INQUIRE ABOUT BUCKEY’S 3 HOUR COCKTAIL PARTY 
$40 PER PERSON

For information and reservations 718-998-4222

2926 Avenue S • Marine Park
www.buckleyscaterers.com
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industrial properties 
at Starr and Troutman 

streets,  as fi rst reported 
by the Real Deal . 

The Bushwick out-
post — nearly half a 
football fi eld in size — 
will hold bowling lanes, 

ping-pong tables, shuffl e-
board courts, retro ar-
cade games, private ka-
raoke rooms, and giant 
wall-mounted Scrabble 
boards

“It might not look like the 
right place right now, but 
it could be. I’d hate to see 
some private schools go-
ing up there if we miss out 
on them now.”

But the education hon-
chos need to act quickly, 
because property values 
are rising, according to 
Carrier and a local real 
estate pro.

“I could tell you the 
neighborhood is clearly 
on the rise, with Industry 
City, access to the subway 
— particularly closer to 
36th Street — prices are 
rising substantially,” said 
Scott Klein of Douglas El-
liman Real Estate.

Carrier and other edu-
cation council members 
visited 10 sites around the 
neighborhood during the 

recent tour, including at 
least three in the primarily 
industrial areas between 
Third Avenue and the har-
bor, according to a spokes-
man for Councilman Car-
los Menchaca (D–Sunset 
Park).

Truck traffi c and ex-
haust fumes common to 
the predominately man-
ufacturing-zoned area 
 have turned off some 
to the idea of building 
schools there . But locals 
and city offi cials need to 
take the notion seriously 
given the school district’s 
overcrowding, Menchaca 
said. 

“Because of the ex-
treme need here, I call 
on all involved to make 
a careful examination of 
locations both east and 
west of Third Avenue — 
and of sites both large and 
small,” he said.

District 15 is 1,000 stu-

dents over capacity, city 
records show. And it’s 
growing faster than the 
city predicted — a 2012 
study  projected enroll-
ment in the district would 
not hit 30,000 students un-
til 2019 , but  this year’s en-
rollment is already 30,410 , 
documents show.

Council recently ap-
proved a school  on the har-
bor side of Third Avenue  
in the nearby 20th school 
district, and that could 
encourage more serious 
discussions about siting 
schools elsewhere in the 
industrial area, Carrier 
said.

“That was pointed out 
during the walk to say 
that ‘Yes, that kind of stuff 
is happening,’ ” Carrier 
said. “It’s a complex is-
sue. There are a lot of con-
cerns down there, but we 
do need the schools, so it’s 
worth looking at.”

Continued from page 1 
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Continued from page 1 

SCHOOLS

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

Wears Prada — the Musi-
cal.” Markle says the group 
tries to keep a rough balance 
between improv shows and 
other formats.

“There’s a lot different 
types of comedy you can 
see, but it shares a voice,” he 
said. “A loose, edgy, screw-
the-Man kind of voice. But 
more than anything else, 
it’s playful.”

Among the theater’s 
regular shows is “Dog 
Fight,” in which three im-
prov teams compete before 
a canine comedy connois-
seur. Markle, who created 
the show, says that the con-
cept is a way of defl ating the 
pressure of competition.

“I said ‘This is ridicu-
lous, we don’t care who 
wins. Let’s just have the dog 
judge it,’ ” said Markle. “So 
we interview the dog be-
tween all the sets. We have 
stage-worthy dogs with 
very expressive faces.”

At the end of the show, 
a member of each comedy 
team is given a doggie treat, 
and the pooch determines 
the winner.

“Whichever treat the 
dog goes for is obviously 
the funniest team,” said 
Markle.

The anti-competitive na-
ture of that show matches 
the executive director’s 
plan to keep the company 
level-headed.

“It’s my goal to keep an 
ego-free zone, where anyone 
can come up to anyone else 
at the bar,” he said. “As we 
get bigger, we want to keep it 
open. We’re trying to avoid 
the hierarchical system that 
can sometime make impro-

visers too cool for school.”
The New Year’s Eve party 

is another way to bring co-
medians together. It will not 
include any performances 
— instead offering impro-
visers and friends a chance 
to drink and socialize in the 
space where they have often 
taken the stage.  

New Year’s Eve Party 
at the Annoyance Theatre 
[367 Bedford Ave. at S. Fifth 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 569–7810, www.thean-
noyancenewyork.com]. Dec. 
31 at 8 pm. $20.

IMPROV
Continued from page 6

A RUFF DECISION: Philip Markle, left, interviews Oakey, the Peking-
ese mix who judges the weekly improv competition “Dog Fight” at 
the Annoyance Theatre. The underground comedy spot celebrates 
its one-year anniversary on Dec. 31.  Photo by Jason Speakman
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