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BY COLIN MIXSON
The fi lthiest waterway in Brook-
lyn isn’t the Gowanus Canal — it 
is Newtown Creek!

So says the only man who 
could possibly know for sure: 
Christopher Swain, the one per-
son in history to successfully 
swim both toxin-fi lled inlets.

And he made the announce-
ment minutes after emerging 
from the so-called water of New-
town Creek — which he swam 
from end to beginning (or begin-
ning to end, depending on how 
you look at it) last Wednesday.

“That’s defi nitely the worst 
water I’ve ever been in. Not even 
a question,” Swain told this paper 
before going on a “ This is Spinal 
Tap”-inspired speech  about just 
how fi lthy the waterway is. “Ev-
erything is turned up to 11. The 
petroleum was at 11, the sewage 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Oh, Tenenbaum!

Fans of quirky fi lms will burst 
out with B-I-N-G-O while watch-
ing “The Royal Tenenbaums” on 
Jan. 3 at Videology, when the bar 
and screening room’s Wes Ander-
son Bingo night focuses on the 
director’s fi lm about genius sib-
lings Chaz, Richie, and (adopted) 
sister Margot. The game is to spot 
certain  unmistakably Anderso-
nian visual and plot devices  and 
fi ll up bingo cards with them, but 

Wes Anderson 
bingo at 

Videology 

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10
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BY LAUREN GILL
Privyet, neighbor!

 Russian billionaire 
playboy Mikhail Prokho-
rov  will take full control 
of Barclays Center and 
the Nets after buying out 
Atlantic Yards developer 
Bruce Ratner’s stake in 
both for $1.7 billion, and 
nearby residents say they 

hope the new landlord will 
respond quickly to their 
gripes about noise, trash, 
and traffi c.

“I’ve seen a lot and I’ve 
lived through a lot and 
quite frankly some of the 
issues that are going on 
now I don’t think need to 
be necessary,” said Regina 
Cahill, who lives 400 feet 

BY MAX JAEGER
They’ve got a dog in this fi ght.

The president of one of Coney Island’s 
largest private apartment complexes 
broke the law when he tried to muscle out 
disabled residents who rely on service 
animals, federal prosecutors claimed 
this week. Igor Oberman, who headed 
the co-op board at the 1,144-unit Trump 
Village co-op in Brighton Beach, dogged 
three disabled residents — including a 

veteran with post-traumatic stress disor-
der — when they exercised their rights to 
own pets that sooth their stress, the suit 
fi led Dec. 23 states. The complex has a no-
pet policy, but it must make exceptions 
for people who can demonstrate a medi-
cal need, a federal attorney said.

“Emotional support animals provide 
critical care and therapeutic aid for peo-
ple with disabilities,” Vanita Gupta, a law-
yer with the U.S. Attorney General’s Civil 

THE ANDERSONIAN AESTHETIC: If you fancy yourself a Wes Anderson afi cionado, stop by Videology on Jan. 3 for Royal 
Tenenbaums bingo, where the name of the game is to spot some of Anderson’s most used visual and plot devices to fi ll 
up your card and win a free drink. Photo by Jason Speakman

A TWEE SPACEN’town Creek 
dirtier than 

Gowanus Canal

He’s Russian in!

Russian billionaire playboy 
Mikhail Prokhorov has full 
ownership of Barclays Center.

Trump Village’s co-op d’etat
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ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP
Brooklyn: 

718-996-5600
Manhattan: 

646-459-7548

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...

A.S. & Son’s
718-942-5693 ALEX & 

718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

Digital 
CAMP GUIDE 

2016
Check it out on nyparenting.com(718) 386-3014 

www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2015.

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Call it Club Bed-ford!

Williamsburg is now an international 
tourist attraction, says a hotelier, and a 
new wave of huge luxury hotels are set 
to hit the once-hipster ’hood starting in 
2016 to cater to the infl ux of gawking glo-
betrotters.

“Williamsburg is extremely hot,” said 
Sebastian Maingourd, the general man-
ager of the 183-room William Vale Hotel, 
which is set to open in April and begin 
accepting reservations by the end of this 
month. “If you go to France right now and 
you talk about Williamsburg, it’s really a 
brand.”

The futuristic 21-story lodging, which 
started shooting up on Wythe Avenue 
between N. 12th and N. 13th streets less 
than a year ago — right near from the 
 Wythe Hotel , which fi rst ignited the fi rst 
boutique boarding-house boom in the 
neighborhood — will boast a rooftop park 
and pool, plus a ballroom and several res-
taurants. 

The Vale is a few blocks from the also 
imminent nine-story, 160-room Williams-
burg Hotel at N. 10th Street. The self-de-
scribed “ urban resort ” is slated to in-
clude no less than six bars — including a 
nightclub in the basement and a cocktail 
bar inside a water tower on the roof — ac-
cording to a  Bedford and Bowery report . 

 It will open in the spring .
Across the street will be the nine-story, 

175-room Hoxton Hotel — an outpost of a 
chain that started in Shoreditch, Lon-
don’s answer to Williamsburg — which 
broke ground a few months back. 

Further afield, the M500 is currently 
rising behind the Kelloggs Diner at 
Metropolitan and Union avenues. The 
wedge-shaped building will crest at 14 
stories, housing 188 hotel rooms, restau-
rants, and rooftop tennis and basketball 
courts, in addition to some residential 
units, according to plans filed with the 
city.

And All Year Management is planning 
a seven-story, 112-key hotel at White and 
McKibbon streets. The architect revealed 
new designs for the as-yet-unnamed prop-
erty this week — which show a boxy 
white lodge balanced atop a graffi ti-cov-
ered warehouse — and will include a 
shopping mall, restaurants, and bars,  as 
fi rst reported by Arch Daily . Those plans 
are still pending. 

More hoteliers may soon have to look 
beyond Wythe Avenue to set up shop 
in the nabe —  Mayor DeBlasio plans on 
making it diffi cult to open lodgings in 
specifi c district earmarked for indus-
trial businesses , and one such zone cov-
ers Kent and Wythe avenues between N. 
Ninth and Dobbin streets. 

Huge luxury hotels headed for 
Williamsburg in 2016

Resort town
VALE RISING: The William Vale Hotel will soon begin accepting bookings from visitors looking to stay 
in luxury Williamsburg digs. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY LAUREN GILL
Now they’re really getting to the 
point!

A 57-story tower will be the fi nal 
component of  Downtown’s City Point 
mega-complex , according to plans the 
developer fi led with the city earlier 
this month. 

Luxury real-estate fi rm Extell pur-
chased the site at Willoughby Street 
between Albee Square West and Flat-
bush Avenue Extension for $115.5 mil-
lion earlier this year. The builder will 
fi ll the behemoth high-rise with retail 
space and some 500 residential units, 
 according to a New York Times re-
port . 

Construction is slated to begin in 
2017 and wrap up by 2020 — at which 
point the 692-foot building may be the 
tallest in the borough,  unless a rival 
builder can fi nish the 1,000-foot “su-
per tower” it is building on the neigh-
boring block fi rst . 

The swanky skyscraper will be 
the third of three residential towers 
planned for the mammoth under-con-
struction City Point project on Fulton 
Mall, which will also include stores 
and offi ces. 

Here is the latest on what else you 
can expect and when you can expect 
it:

7 DeKalb Avenue
The 19 story-building — the short-

est of the three towers — is expected to 
open in winter 2016, and will include 
200 below-market-rate units alongside 
50 market-rate rentals.

A whopping 88,500 people applied 
to nab one of the so-called “affordable” 
units, according to a spokeswoman for 
developers Acadia and Washington 
Square Partners. Those apartments 
will go to households earning between 
$18,515 and $142,395 annually, depend-
ing on the size of the unit and number 
of people living there, with rents rang-
ing between $500 and $2,455 a month.

The building will include a gym, 
kids’ playroom, and lounge — but res-
idents will have to pay extra to use 
them.

City Tower
This 48-story high-rise is still un-

der construction, but residents will 
begin moving in next month, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman for developer 
the Brodsky Organization. 

The tower will include 440 market-
rate units over 24 fl oors. Pads on the 
market right now are priced between 
$2,350 for a studio and $4,550 for two-
bedroom units. 

For their moolah, residents will 
get to luxuriate on two roof-top decks 

and play on a sky-high indoor basket-
ball court.

Retail
The mammoth six-level City Point 

mall at the base of the building is 
scheduled to begin opening piece-by-
piece next year.

Discount fashion department 
store Century 21 is slated to open its 
four-story shop in April,  according 
to a Commercial Observer report . In-
die cinema chain Alamo Drafthouse 
will begin screening cult classics and 

mainstream releases across its seven 
screens around June, followed by a 
 Target outlet  and  Trader Joe’s  in July, 
per the report. 

The property’s  much-hyped 
sprawling subterranean food hall  — 
which will house dozens of vendors, 
 including the fi rst ever outpost of the 
Katz’s Delicatessen  — should open 
by September, alongside smaller 
ground-fl oor retail stores in corri-
dors running between Fulton and 
Gold streets and Flatbush Avenue, 
according to the Observer.

BY LAUREN GILL
It is all in the delivery!

A Cobble Hill woman 
is saving doomed fl owers 
from local stores and turn-
ing them into free bouquets 
for local nursing homes — a 
scheme she says is as much 
about having an excuse to 
visit the oldsters as it is po-
sies themselves.

“The whole idea is not 
to just drop of fl owers but 
to engage with people who 
don’t necessarily get visitors 
or fl owers and bring them 
something beautiful,” said 
Caroline Anderson, founder 
of Bloom Again Bklyn.

Anderson collects fl ow-
ers that would otherwise be 
thrown away from Trader 
Joe’s and Opalia Flowers in 
Boerum Hill twice a week 
and transforms the aging 
buds into elegant bouquets 
with the help of volunteers.

The organization prepares 
and delivers more than 100 
arrangements each week to 
two nearby nursing homes 
— Cobble Hill Health Center 
and Hopkins Center For Re-
habilitation and Health Care 
in Boerum Hill — and the res-
idents have really blossomed 
to the idea, Anderson said.

“The residents have told 
volunteers it reminds them 
of their childhood, it enliv-
ens their day, perks up their 
spirits, and makes it worth-
while to get up,” she said. 

And visitors to the old 
folks homes say they also 

love seeing the vibrant addi-
tions to the otherwise aus-
tere facilities.

“It really makes a nice 
difference in a place where 
there’s not a lot of color,” 
said Stuart Post, who visits 
a friend at Cobble Hill Health 
Center every day.”

Anyone can volunteer, 
and those who do will get a 
lesson in how to trim stems 
and create bouquets. The 
outfi t also hosts workshops 
for schools and companies, 
where youngsters and pro-
fessionals learn how to con-
struct the perfect bunch of 
fl owers then deliver them to 
the homes. 

Volunteer at www.blooma-
gainbklyn.org.

Final City Point building will rise 57 stories

THE FINAL PRODUCT: Anderson says Bloom Again Bklyn creates and  
distributes around 100 arrangements made out of old fl owers each 
week.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

SEED OF AN IDEA: Caroline An-
derson started Bloom Again Bklyn 
in 2014 and has since enlisted 
many local volunteers to create 
and deliver fl ower arrangements 
to nursing homes.  
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

GOING UP: (Above) 7 DeKalb Avenue, left, and City Tower, right. (Below) Developers 
have brought on a number of big names to beef up its shopping center at City Point, 
including Trader Joe’s.

Tall order D’town

Heroes rescue 
doomed blooms 

for seniors
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Police arrested an underage Benson-
hurst man on drunk-driving charges 
after he allegedly blew a red light, 
slammed his minivan into a police 
cruiser, and caused a four-car pile-up 
on 24th Avenue in the early-morning 
hours of Dec. 28.

The man was driving toward 
Stillwell Avenue around 4:30 am 
when he ran a steady red light and 
hit a transit division police cruiser 
crossing 24th Avenue at 84th Street, 
police said.

The driver lost control after the 
crash, and his van careened into on-
coming traffi c, where it hit a parked 
Chevy Trailblazer, knocking the 
sport-utility vehicle into another 
parked car, a police report states.

Emergency responders took the 
two people in the minivan and the 
two police offi cers in the cruiser to 
Lutheran Medical Center, offi cials 
said. One offi cer suffered injuries to 
the mouth and the other to the leg, 
a police report states. The minivan 
driver got a gash to the head, and the 
passenger’s legs were hurt, police 
said. All four are in stable condition, 
according to offi cials.

Police gave the 20-year-old man a 
sobriety test and charged him with 
driving recklessly under the infl u-

ence, failing to obey a traffi c signal, 
and underage drinking, court re-
cords show.

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Police are hunting for two 
guys who tied up a Sixth Av-
enue store clerk and robbed 
her at gunpoint on Dec. 17.

The pair made off with 
nearly $14,000 in cash after 
binding a 38-year-old clerk 
and emptying the register, 
according to police.

The duo ducked into a 
store at the corner of 45th 
Street around 2:30 pm, po-
lice said. One forced the clerk 
to the back of the shop and 
tied her up while his accom-
plice — strapped with a silver 
handgun — took $800 from 
the register and grabbed a 

lock box containing $13,000, 
offi cials said.

One was wearing a 
brown jacket, blue jeans, 
and brown boots — the other 
was wearing a black jacket, 
black hoodie, blue jeans, and 
brown boots, a report states.

The clerk was not injured 
in the robbery, offi cials said.

Police ask anyone with in-
formation to call Crime Stop-
pers at (800) 577–8477. The 
public can also submit tips by 
logging onto the Crime Stop-
pers website at  www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com  or by tex-
ting tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
then entering TIP577.

HEAD-ON: A man driving a minivan blew a red light and smashed head-on into a police 
cruiser and then into two parked cars on Dec. 28, according to police. Offi cers arrested 
the 20-year-old driver for allegedly driving drunk. Photo by Mark Mellone

Bound and snagged

Gone on a fender bender
Police: Drunk guy caused four-car wreck in Bensonhurst
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Dancing has never been so healthy!

Hip-shakers young and old 
wowed the crowd to raise money for 
breast cancer at the Brooklyn Dance 
Center’s Season of White show at 
Cavallaro Junior High School on 
Dec. 20. And the audience really 
synced up with the idea of giving 
back during the holidays, the head 
of the dance theater said.

“People liked the fact that they 
could give this gift around the hol-
idays,” said dance center director 
Gail Kroog. “It was as gift to the 
cause.”

Pros with the Benjamin Briones 

Ballet and the all-senior Rhythm 
and Style tap-dancing troupe joined 
the center’s young ensemble danc-
ers on stage. The dance center’s 
Belly Mystics group mesmerized 
the crowd with their midriffs, and 
belly dancer Gina Healy closed out 
each of the show’s two acts with folk 
medleys alongside singers Angello 
Olivieri and Bil Kurz. Dance cen-
ter teacher and disc jockey Mr. Kid 
spun records during the show.

Organizers raised roughly 
$1,000 for the Brooklyn chapter 
of the American Cancer Society’s 
Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer walk. A center dancer’s 

recent breast cancer diagnosis 
moved Kroog to donate proceeds, 
she said.

The dancers rallied around the 
cause, Kroog said — Benjamin Bri-
ones Ballet and Rhythm and Style 
hopped right on board when they 
heard the performance would aid 
the fi ght against breast cancer, 
and that made for an electric show, 
Kroog said.

“Everyone — from the young 
dancers with the groups up to the 
tap dancers in their late 80s — they 
were all super enthusiastic about,” 
she said. “It was a great experience 
for everyone.”

ELEGANT: Performers mixed music and movement to raise money to fi ght 
cancer during Brooklyn Dance Center’s “Season of White” show at  Cavallaro 
Junior High School on Dec. 20. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Dancers battle cancer
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from Barclays on Flatbush Av-
enue and claims the neighbor-
hood is now plagued by rowdy 
fans who she has seen urinat-
ing on sidewalks.

Prokhorov says he will up-
hold the  so-called “commu-
nity benefi ts agreement”  Rat-
ner’s operation signed when it 
began working on the sprawl-
ing Prospect Heights mega-de-
velopment and arena — which 
pledges to work with local 
groups to create community 
events, host regular meetings 
to talk through issues with res-
idents, and  give away some free 
game tickets , amongst other 
provisions. 

“We remain fully commit-
ted to community programs 
that were created as part of the 
arena,” said Prokhorov, whose 
group Onexim Sports and En-
tertainment  bought a 45-per-
cent stake in the arena in 2009 . 

A spokesman for Ratner’s 

Forest City Enterprises said 
the agreement is legally bind-
ing and should carry over to 
the new landlord without a 
hitch.

“The transition will be so 
seamless you won’t even know 
it’s a transition,” said Joe De-
Plasco.

But some locals say they 
want to see a difference — they 
say the massive sports and en-
tertainment complex isn’t do-
ing enough to address the prob-
lems it has wrought on the 
surrounding area since arriv-
ing three years ago.

“Past agreements regard-
ing arena operations have 
proven to be unsuccessful in 
maximizing the visitor expe-
rience without encroaching 
on area residents,”  said a let-
ter locals  sent to the state be-
fore the deal closed, demand-
ing it vet the sale and beef up 
the agreement to ensure more 
security guards, trash cans, 
parking enforcement, and an 
open log of residents’ com-
plaints and how they are be-

ing addressed.
Local pols — including 

Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo 
(D–Fort Greene), state Sen. Vel-
manette Montgomery (D–Fort 
Greene), and Assembly mem-
bers Walter Mosley (D–Fort 
Greene), Jo Anne Simon (D–
Cobble Hill), and James Bren-
nan (D–Park Slope) —  made 
similar demands ahead of the 
sale . 

But now the deal is done, Ca-
hill said she just hopes Onexim 
is open to meeting with neigh-
bors and making those changes 
of its own volition.

“The goal moving ahead is 
to have a dialogue to discuss 
all of these issues and fi nd out 
what is a reasonable solution so 
life can sort of return to a point 
where everything isn’t getting 
disrupted,” she said.

Forest City will continue de-
veloping the rest of the 16-tower 
project formerly known as At-
lantic Yards —  and now called 
Pacifi c Park  — alongside its 
Chinese government-owned 
majority partner Greenland. 

Rights Division, said in a state-
ment. “The department will con-
tinue to enforce fair housing laws 
to ensure that housing providers 
make reasonable accommodations 
for individuals who rely on assis-
tance animals in their homes.”

Oberman tried to evict U.S. 
Army veteran Eugene Ovsish-
cher and his wife in 2012 after 
they proved he was entitled to a 
service animal to alleviate his 
post-traumatic stress disorder. A 
court threw out the case because 
Trump Village accepted rent 
from the Ovsishchers after ter-
minating their lease, according 
to the Dec. 23 civil complaint.

Another resident complained 
in 2013, and federal housing offi -
cials forced Trump Village to al-
low service animals and submit 
board members to federal Fair 
Housing Act training. Oberman, 
a Soviet-born attorney, took the 
training — and then waged a cold 
war against residents in retalia-

tion, the suit alleges.
Prosecutors claim Oberman, 

 a controversial Council also-ran , 
used his infl uence on the board 
to withhold parking spaces from 
disabled residents who success-
fully resisted the co-op’s unlaw-
ful attempts to remove them for 
possessing service dogs. The feds 
also allege he retaliated by kick-
ing Ovsishcher’s wife off the de-
velopment’s board of directors 
“for commencing legal proceed-
ings against the corporation.”

The co-op’s management of-
fi ce declined to comment on on-
going litigation. Oberman did not 
return requests for comment.

Oberman File photo

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re giving it the old one-tow 
punch.

Offi cials are waging a towing 
campaign to rid a Coney Island 
Avenue auto body shop of illegally 
parked cars.

Jalopies line the sidewalks 
around Lenny’s Auto Service at 
Guider Avenue, creating a hazard 
for pedestrians and blocking traf-
fi c, locals say. But the business 
owner claims the cars aren’t his 
and says he’s thrilled tow jockies 
are hauling the heaps.

“When the cops come they say, 
‘I’m towing this car, that car,’ and I 
say, ‘Tow it, it’s not mine,’ ” said the 
auto shop owner, who identifi ed 
himself only as Robert and claimed 
independent salesmen were leav-

ing the clunkers on the pedestrian-
prone pathway to attract potential 
buyers. “Unfortunately, I get the 
heat for this, because the cars are 
getting parked on my sidewalk. So 
if you see cars parked illegally, no 
plates on it and it’s right next to my 
business, the cops come to me.”

But the tire-fi xer’s excuse falls 
fl at, because the city requires busi-
ness owners take responsibility 
for their own sidewalks, a local pol 
said.

“Those cars are on his property, 
and its been an ongoing issue,” said 
Councilman Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay). “How can some-
one deny that it belongs to them 
when it’s on his property?”

The cars have been thorns in 
locals’ sides for years — Deutsch’s 

offi ce has recently fi elded dozens of 
calls from locals who say workers 
routinely leave autos on the side-
walk and make the hectic nexus of 
local streets and interstate ramps 
even worse, the pol said.

“That intersection is very busy 
and dangerous,” said Deutsch,  who 
recently got the Department of 
Transportation to re-jigger lanes 
at the confl uence of traffi c lanes . 
“We want to make sure people can 
walk on the sidewalks properly.”

The city cut Guider Avenue 
to two lanes in each direction, so 
workers at Lenny’s must be more 
considerate, because double-park-
ing cars on the Guider Avenue 
side of the body shop narrows the 
street to just one lane of traffi c, a 
local said.

“If we’re going to have the situ-
ation with DOT, everybody has to 
work together, and Lenny’s has to 
work with us,” said Community 
Board 15 member Shari Kaplan. 
“They have to tell their customers 
they can’t park here, and they have 
to be considerate of the new traffi c 
pattern. That’s the bottom line.”

Deutsch and 61st Precinct com-
manding offi cer Capt. Winston 
Faison recently hammered out a 

plan to make tow trucks a constant 
presence at the dent-fi xer, Deutsch 
said.

Cops have been towing from in 
front of Lenny’s for about a year 
with little effect, but the recent 
push seems to be working, the auto 
shop’s owner said.

“More cars show up, more cars 
get towed,” he said. “It’s less now. 
The dealers realize their cars are 
getting towed.”

City hauling illegally parked cars after complaints

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

AN IMPASS: Cars block the sidewalk and create a hazard for pedestrians, locals 
say. Photo by Louise Wateridge
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
They want to send this plan back to 
the chalkboard.

The state must deny a controver-
sial, co-located charter school’s re-
quest to boost enrollment, thereby 
preventing it from taking more space 
from public schools, education watch-
dogs say. Coney Island Preparatory 
Charter School aims to revise its 
charter to allow 84 more students, 
but members of the District 21 Com-
munity Education Council fear the 
publicly funded, privately run orga-
nization will use a growing student 
body to justify expansion in the pub-
lic school buildings it occupies.

“As they over-enroll, those kids 
need to go somewhere, and they’re 
just going to take up more of the pub-
lic school classrooms,” said council 
vice-president Anna Lembersky. “We 
will have to give them space, because 
they did not properly account for en-
rollment.”

Coney Island Prep houses its ele-
mentary and middle schools within IS 
281 and IS 303 respectively — parents 
sued to block the latter co-location in 
2011,  but the prep school prevailed . If 
the state allows the enrollment boost, 
it should only affect the prep’s high-
school, which is not co-located in a 
public school building, according to 
a letter the council sent the city last 
month.

The Department of Education and 

Coney Island Prep refuted the coun-
cil’s notion the charter revision is pre-
cipitating a land-grab, arguing the 
requested revision would only memo-
rialize the current number of students 
enrolled with Coney Island Prep — not 
bring more students into the school.

“This change is not taking addi-
tional space from the district schools 
there,” an education department 
spokesman said. “It’s just a revision to 
recognize the number of students ac-
tually enrolled in the charter school.”

The council and the district’s su-
perintendant  moved their offi ces out 
of IS 303 to make room for new pro-

grams at the public Rachel Carson 
High School, which also operates out 
of IS 303’s campus, but the council’s 
leader believes she would not have had 
to move if Coney Island Prep wasn’t 
taking up space.

“If Coney Island Prep wasn’t lo-
cated there, Rachel Carson would 
have had room to expand without of-
fi ces being moved,” said council presi-
dent Heather Fiorica.

The Department of Education will 
make a recommendation to the state 
Board of Regents this month — after 
that, the board will decide whether to 
grant the charter revision.

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re trying to bring a lit-
tle hospitality to this inhospi-
table Gravesend block.

Developers are planning 
to erect a four-story hotel 
next to a rail yard, a cement 
silo, and an auto body shop 
on an industrial strip of W. 
13th Street in Gravesend. 
But respite-seekers shouldn’t 
expect to get much shut-
eye on the manufacturing-
zoned, dead-end block, a local 
worker said.

“It’s very noisy,” said 
Brooklyn Motors auto-body 
worker Allan, who but de-
clined to give his last name. 
“There’s a train yard over 
there, so there’s going to be 
trains coming in and out at 
night. There’s a body shop, 
cement trucks, and they start 
work pretty early. So if they 
want to sleep in, that’s not 
the best place,” he said.

Long Island developer 
Grovesend Realty LLC aims 
to build a four-story, 59-room 
hotel on W. 13th Street near 
Avenue Z, plans fi led with 
the city on Dec. 23 show. A 
basement level will include a 
breakfast room and storage, 
records show. The news was 
 fi rst reported by real estate 
blog Yimby .

Developers fi led the 
plans just over a month af-
ter Mayor DeBlasio  an-
nounced he was seeking a 
moratorium on hotels in ar-

eas zoned for industry .
The new hotel will rise  

higher than surrounding 
buildings, save a cement fac-
tory silo, and give tourist 
unparalleled views — of the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority’s Coney Island Rail 
Yard and the nearby Shore 
Parkway, Allan said.

“It’s defi nitely going to be 
a bad view, all they’re going 
to see are train tracks,” he 
said.

The distance separating 
the planned lodge and the 
rail yard is less than a foot-
ball fi eld, but patrons will 
have to walk half a mile to 
get to the nearest subway sta-
tion, city maps show.

This isn’t the fi rst hotel 
to come to south Gravesend’s 
industrial sprawl. The new 
development will offer some 
competition to the nearby 
Sleep Inn on Stillwell Avenue 
between Avenue Z and Shore 
Parkway — local workers 
could only guess what com-
petition they’re vying for.

“I don’t understand why 
they’re building another ho-
tel here when there’s a Sleep 
Inn on the corner,” said a 
man who worked nearby. 
“It’s a really crappy neigh-
borhood. This doesn’t make 
any sense.”

The developer didn’t re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

 — with Louise Wateridge

Watchdogs fi ght Coney Island charter expansion

ENJOY YOUR STAY: A new hotel development in Gravesend has locals 
scratching their heads. The area is surrounded by noisy industry, and 
offers views of a rail yard and cement factory. Photo by Louise Wateridge

A school rivalry

INN DOUBT
New hotel proposed for Gravesend 

manufacturing zone perplexes locals

PREPPED FOR A SHOWDOWN: Community Education Council 21 members Aisuluu Santbaerd, Heather Ann Fiorica, Umekul Soom 
Butt, and Anne Polizzi oppose a plan to increase enrollment at charter school Coney Island Prep, because they fear the publicly 
funded, privately run school will use growing enrollment to justify taking more space at IS 303, where Prep’s middle school is co-
located. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

ROOM FOR DOUBT: Community members fear that granting Coney Island Prep’s re-
quest to increase enrollment will give it an excuse to take up more space at IS 303 
where the charter’s middle school is co-located. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
 Everything is awesome  at Green-
point’s PS 34, where students get to 
play with Lego bricks during class. 

The Norman Avenue elementary 
school puts its pupils through a fi ve-
week program that teaches engi-
neering via the beloved Danish toys, 
and the forewoman of the classroom 
construction site says the kids can’t 
believe their luck.

“It’s a lot of fun,” said Shanti 
Crawford, who has the amazing 
job title of Lego Program Coor-
dinator. “When I walk in with a 
bunch of Legos, I have the feeling 

of being like Santa Claus.”
The courses are designed to teach 

kids how machines work. First grad-
ers build simple robots with work-
ing gears, second graders construct 
spinning wheels and axles, and third 
graders put together pulleys. Craw-
ford walks the youngsters through 
the basics, then lets them go wild 
creating one-of-a-kind contraptions.

Next year, the pioneering pro-
gram — which kicked off around 
a year ago — will expand to fourth 
and fi fth graders, who will learn 
computer programing. The older 
kids who will team up with middle 

schoolers from Williamsburg’s IS 
318 to create original robots out of 
Lego Mindstorms kits.

And in what is a truly cube-ist ex-
hibition, the fi rst and second grad-
ers’ own creations are currently on 
display at the Greenpoint Library. 
Drop by the children’s section to 
check out their hockey-playing ro-
bots, catapult cars, and other wacky 
inventions. 

PS 34’s Lego creations are on dis-
play at the Greenpoint Library [107 
Norman Ave. at Leonard Street, (718) 
349–8504, www.bklynlibrary.org/lo-
cations/greenpoint].

BLOCK HEADS: (Above) Kids of Greenpoint’s PS 34 build simple machines 
out of Lego bricks. (Center) Ariana Rivera and Dawid Pietuszewski show 
off their Lego creation. (Left) PS 24’s contraptions on display at the Green-
point Library.

School builds Lego class
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www.bayridgeloans.org

NEED 
A LOAN?
bayridgeloans.org

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-934-6809

For more information log onto www.noattacks.org or call  your doctor.

You know how to react to their asthma attacks. Here’s how to prevent them.

1-866-NO-ATTACKS EVEN ONE ATTACK IS ONE TOO MANY.

“ I FEEL LIKE

A FISH
WITH NO WATER.”

–JACOB, AGE 5
DESCRIBING ASTHMA
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

that is no walk in the park 
in a crowd of self-styled An-
derson experts, said Vide-
ology’s events director.

“Our Wes Anderson 
Bingo nights tend to have 
more winners than any 
others, people really know 
his movies in and out,” said 
Austin Kim. “It’s probably 
not the best way to watch 
it for the fi rst time, but it’s 
going to be a ton of fun if 
you’re an afi cionado.”

The event uses  a handy 
Wes Anderson bingo card 
created by Forrest Wick-
man , a writer at Slate.com 
and used with permission. 
Spot a precocious child? A 
title card in yellow? A char-
acter played by Bill Mur-

ray? You are three spots 
closer to winning — and 
getting a free drink!

Once there is a winner, 
everyone clears their card 
and starts over. Instead of 
a traditional bingo caller, 
the event has judges, who 
roam the screening-room-
turned-bingo-hall to check 
cards and settle disputes, 
such as which characters 
count for the “childish 
adult” square. 

Videology also runs sim-
ilar weekly bingo games for 
cult classic television series 
like “Twin Peaks” and “Ar-
rested Development.” A se-
ries generally offers more 
opportunities to fi ll in bingo 
cards than a fi lm does, said 
Kim, but Anderson’s fi lms 
are an exception. Nearly 
every shot in “The Royal 
Tenenbaums” features one 

of the elements that Wick-
man has singled out on his 
bingo card, so there will no 
shortage of opportunities to 
fi ll up a winning card, Kim 
said.

“Anderson is the guy that 
it really works with, he can 
really pack them in,” Kim 
said. “In the fi rst 10 minutes 
of ‘The Royal Tenenbaums’ 
you can hit everything.”

Fans tend to pack Vid-
eology’s 60-seat screen-
ing room quickly, so Kim 
advises aspiring bingo 
players to grab a ticket 
in advance or show up 
early.

Wes Anderson Bingo: The 
Royal Tenenbaums at Vide-
ology [308 Bedford Ave. at S. 
First Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–3468, www.videolo-
gybarandcinema.com]. Jan. 
3 at 8 pm. $10.

was at 11, the industrial 
weird smell is at 11, the 
fl oating trash is at 11. It’s 
cartoonishly bad and pal-
pably worse in every way 
then the Gowanus.”

The daredevil diver de-
scribed his latest bath in 
toxins in vivid detail at a 
press conference that fol-
lowed the pungent plunge, 
and related spectacles that 
included poop mixed with 
leaves and a tea bag, along 
with Coney Island white-
fi sh (that’s condoms) and “a 
lot of trash.”

“Right away when we got 
onto the water, the smell of 
poo was so strong I actually 
started to feel like I was go-
ing to vomit, and that didn’t 
happen on the Gowanus,” 
Swain explained. “And then 
as we started, I noticed there 
were literally chunks of poo 
in the water, fl oating.”

Swain’s swim through 
the revolting creek, where 
city pipes routinely purge 
thousands of gallons of raw 
sewage whenever it rains, 
was particularly nasty 
thanks to the fact it show-
ered the day before, and the 
rain continued on and off 
Wednesday.

 During his swim 
through the Gowanus in 
October , Swain was sur-
rounded by a frothy concoc-
tion of emulsifi ed grease, 
fats, and oils, which he lik-
ened to the soapy layer of a 
bubble bath. 

The same greasy foam 
wasn’t in Newtown Creek, 
but he said the stink of sew-
age was strong throughout 
and that oil pollution was 
much more prevalent, es-
pecially around the creek’s 
headwaters near the Grand 
Street Bridge in Green-
point.

The daredevil diver got 
a mouthful of water at two 
points during the nearly 
three-hour swim, forcing 
him to rinse his mouth with 
hydrogen peroxide, and 
oily water slipped through 
his goggles and got into his 
left eye, causing a burning 
sensation. 

Swain says he’s not ea-
ger to get back into the 
creek, but that’s exactly 
what he’s going to do some-
time in January.

The latest swim saw 
Swain navigate the New-
town’s East Branch tribu-
tary, and the creek proper. 
However, he still plans on 

swimming English Kills, 
Dutch Kills, Whale Creek, 
and Maspeth Creek, the 
creek’s four remaining 
branches.

The daredevil dove in to 
draw attention to the water-
way and galvanize the sup-
port necessary clean it up.

“What I’m concerned 
about is a situation where 
it drags out for a long time 
and we end up with a par-
tial cleanup,” said Swain. 
“The fi nish line for the 
cleanup needs to be the 
same as Gowanus, in that 
it’s safe to swim every-
day.”

The creek,  named a fed-
eral “Superfund” site in 
2010  is one of the most pol-
luted waterways in the 
northeast, containing a 
toxic mix of chemicals that 
have leaked from its indus-
trial banks in both Brook-
lyn and Queens for more 
than 150 years. 

— with Louise Wateridge

Continued from page 1 

CREEK

Continued from page 1 

BINGO

VICTORY: Christopher Swain stands triumphant, if a bit stinky, 
on the bank of Hunters Point following his 3.1-mile swim down the 
length of the Newtown Creek.  Photo by Louise Wateridge
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