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BY COLIN MIXSON
It is almost a lock.

A developer that plans on 
erecting a new building on 
the site of Park Slope’s beloved 
Fifth Avenue Key Food will al-
most certainly install another 
grocery store in the new com-
plex, according to a person 
close the project.

“It’s 99.9 percent certain 
to have a grocery store,” said 
the source, who spoke to this 
paper on condition of anonym-
ity. 

This should come as wel-
come news to many locals, 
who have been rallying to save 
the market since  word got out 
late last month  that real-estate 
fi rm Avery Hall Investments 
had inked a deal to purchase 
the site at Baltic Street, where 
it plans to build a residential 
and commercial property. 

Devoted customers say the 
33-year-old Key Food is one of 
the last grocery stores in the 
increasingly expensive nabe 

BY LAUREN GILL
The city will to go ahead with 
a controversial plan to ex-
pand a Vinegar Hill elemen-
tary school zone next year to 
include students from Dumbo, 
after a panel of public school 
parents voted last Tuesday to 
approve the scheme. 

Members of the local com-
munity education council 
voted 6–3 in favor, despite ob-
jections from families in both 
neighborhoods that the educa-
tion department is rushing in 
without considering what will 
happen when it pushes a bunch 
of wealthy white kids into a 
school that serves mostly mi-
nority students — concerns 
“yes” voters said were moti-
vated by fear, not what’s best 
for the kids.

“When our kids go to 
school, they’re not thinking 
about whether or not Johnny 
or Shaniqua has two different 
color skins, they’re thinking 
about learning and playing,” 
said panel member Vascilla 
Caldeira, whose kids attend 
PS 20 in Fort Greene. “We have 
the issue, we need to let go and 
actually let our children grow 
in this environment.”

The decision comes at the 
end of four months of  heated 
city-wide debate over school 
segregation , sparked by the de-
partment’s  abrupt announce-

City OKs move of white kids into mostly minority school

Continued on page 21
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Jay Silverman brought his girlfriend Isabel Hanson to Coney Island for the fi rst time on New Year’s 
Eve and said it was the happiest New Year’s they have had together. For more, see page 2. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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FOOD SWAP: Locals are concerned 
that this Key Foods at Fifth Avenue 
will go the way of the dodo. 
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Bid your Christmas tree ‘mulch’ adieu
BY LAUREN GILL

The Yuletide season is behind us, but 
Brooklyn’s most beloved holiday tradi-
tion is just beginning!

Mulch Fest — that magical time of the 
year when the parks department grinds 

old Christmas trees into plant food — 
kicks off this week. And it isn’t just a 
great excuse to say fi r-well to your saggy 
seasonal sapling, says a parks honcho — 
the 20-year-old tradition is also an easy 
way for you to help spruce up the city.

“There are countless ways we can 
care for our parks, and Mulch Fest is one 
of the simplest and most fun,” said parks 
commissioner Mitchell Silver. 

You can donate your timber at one 
Continued on page 13
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By Bill Roundy

Midwood has a new music spot!
A fiery Latin jazz band will heat things up as 

part of a new music series at the East Midwood 
Jewish Center on Jan. 9. The concert marks a return of 
sorts for the bandleader of acclaimed Latin band Sonido 
Isleño, who organized a series of concerts at the Center a 
few years ago.

“We did a jazz series a few years ago. It was good, but it 
was just five concerts,” said Ben Lapidus, a member of the 
Jewish Center. “It’s a full-time job to promote them.” 

This time around, the Midwood guitar player will just 
be performing with his six-piece band, leaving the organiz-
ing to fellow musician and Center member Hagai Kamil.

“He really knows what he’s doing,” said Lapidus. “He’s 
done a lot to create a space that’s really conducive to per-
forming.”

The Center’s 300-person capacity Grand Ballroom 
has been restored over the last few months, receiving an 
updated stage and sound system. 

“It’s 90 percent there,” said Kamil, who organized the 
renovations. “There are some visual things I want to do to 
make it even better, but it’s a really professional set-up.”

Kamil, who owns the Brooklyn Music School in Park 
Slope, started the music series after noticing a lack of local 
family-friendly events. Several of his students had moved 
with their families to the Midwood and Ditmas Park neigh-
borhood, and were lacking in places to hear music, he said.

“The students that I have — they’re looking for events,” 
said Kamil. “They’re moving into the neighborhood and 
realize there’s nothing to do here. We have the Brooklyn 
Center [For the Performing Arts] nearby, but that’s a bigger 
venue, and much more expensive.”

Kamil used his contacts in the local music community 
to book bands, lining up monthly performers for the next 
several concerts and looking for performers who will 
appeal to the entire local community, not just the regulars 
at the Jewish Center.

“This is not for Jewish people — this is for everybody,” 
said Kamil. “I’m trying to get out of just depending on the 
synagogue crowd. We want to appeal to the community 
as a whole.”

The Latin jazz band playing on Jan. 9 is part of that 
goal. Sonido Isleño have been drawing crowds for almost 
20 years, have recorded five albums of blended Latin jazz 
and Carribbean music, and toured across the U.S., Europe, 
and South America. Lapidus says he is looking forward to 
taking the Center’s stage. 

“It’s great to be from Brooklyn, and play in Brooklyn 
and have opportunities in Brooklyn that are not just in res-
taurants or bars,” he said. “It’s a great facility and a great 
community.”

Ben Lapidus and Sonido Isleño at the East Midwood 
Jewish Center [1625 Ocean Ave. between Avenues K and L 
in Midwood, (718) 338–3800, www.emjc.org]. Jan. 9 at 6:30 
pm. $25 ($20 seniors, children free). 

New music series hits the 
E. Midwood Jewish Center

Latin launch: Ben Lapidus, of 
the Latin jazz band Sonido 
Isleño, will perform with 
the rest of the six-piece 
on Jan. 9, in the recently-
restored Grand Ballroom of 
the East Midwood Jewish 
Center. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Center’s 
stage

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Times Square for New Year’s? 
Fugheddaboudit!

Thousands of revelers de-
scended on Coney Island to 
ring in 2016 on New Year’s Eve, 
and the People’s Playground 
was the place to be when the 
clock struck midnight, accord-
ing to one Queens couple that 
did not think twice about skip-
ping Manhattan’s million-per-
son hooplah in favor of Sodom 
by the Sea.

“Times Square is kind of 
too crazy and crowded,” said 
Jay Silverman. “My girlfriend 
is from Australia and had 
never been to Coney Island 
before, so we decided it was 
a good reason to go. It turned 
out to be the happiest New 
Year’s Eve her and I have had 

together — or independently 
— ever.”

Borough President Adams 

 started the tradition last year  
and once again did double em-
cee duties, hopping back and 
forth between the celebration 
in Coney Island and another 
in Prospect Park.

Coney’s freakishly talented 
sideshow performers swal-
lowed swords and breathed 
fi re for the crowd’s amuse-
ment, and musical acts LaRose 
Jackson,  Blazes , and Priceless 
kept spirits high leading up 
to a midnight light show on 
the Parachute Jump. Adams, 
councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island), and the Co-
ney Island Alliance business 
group sponsored the show, 
providing hot chocolate and 
food to guests. 

Deno’s Amusement Park 
opened the Wonder Wheel for 

New Year’s Eve and Day for 
the fi rst time in the ride’s 95-
year history, and Luna Park 
gave brave — and apparently 
chill-immune — celebrants 
free rides on the Thunderbolt 
and the B&B Carousel leading 
up to midnight. 

Thousands gathered to 
watch the light show at the 
stroke of midnight. The 8,000 
or so light-emitting diodes 
that cover the 250-foot tall 
Parachute Jump counted 
down the last 10 seconds of 
2015 and lit up in a massive 
“2016” down the side of the 
tower. Fireworks completed 
the spectacle, and a fi re-
breather on stage unleashed 
a plume of fl ames to bid fare-
well to the old year and wel-
come the new one.

Brooklynites bid farewell to 2015 at Coney Island New Year’s fete

THE PLACE TO BE: Kimberly, Kay-
la, and Layisha Pinkney were in the 
right place for the Parachute Jump 
ball drop on New Year’s Eve.

BY DENNIS LYNCH
These polar bears are any-
thing but endangered.

A record 2,600 souls braved 
the Atlantic Ocean’s icy em-
brace to raise money for sick 
children during the Polar Bear 
Club’s New Year’s Day plunge 
in Coney Island on Jan. 1. Or-
ganizers dared steel-nerved 
Brooklynites to take a mid-
winter dip as a fund-raiser for 
Camp Sunshine, a Maine re-
treat for sick children, and this 
year’s turnout and fund-rais-
ing totals shattered records 
like a two-ton bear on thin ice, 
an organizer said.

“We’re knocking on the 
door of $90,000, which will 
cover the expenses for 40 fami-
lies to come on a week-long re-
treat to the camp,” said camp 
director Michael Katz. “It’s re-
ally a testament to the Polar 

Bear Club and everyone who 
came out to swim.”

The Coney Island Polar 
Bear Club —  which claims to 
be the oldest winter bathing 
club in the country — meets 
regularly for winter dips off 
Coney Island. It’s done so ev-
ery year since strongman and 
health nut Bernarr Macfad-
den founded the club in 1903.

An eclectic crowd gathered 
for the annual tradition. Some 
dressed up as polar bears and 
penguins, and others waved 
American fl ags. There were 
folks in costume  as elusive chil-
dren’s book star Waldo, video-
game mainstay Mario, and doz-
ens in Santa Claus outfi ts. The 
plunge started with a conch 
shell call from the club’s leader 
— Chief Polar Bear — who plod-
ded into the sea along with a 
makeshift marching band.

Camp Sunshine raises 
money through a $20 registra-
tion fee and donations from 
sponsors. This year, Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel’s operators do-
nated half their New Year’s 
Day proceeds, Katz said.

The money funds activi-
ties and services for sick kids 

and their families at Camp 
Sunshine, including boating 
and outdoor sports. It gives 
parents a place to meet others 
who are also struggling with 
caring for a sick child and of-
fer bereavement services for 
parents who have lost chil-
dren, Katz said.

LEADING THE MARCH: One brave polar bear leads the annual Polar Bear 
Club New Year’s Day swim to the Atlantic Ocean. Photo by Paul Martinka
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Record turnout at People’s Playground’s annual Polar Bear Plunge
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BY LAUREN GILL
A seaside getaway is just a B61 
bus-ride away!

A developer plans on build-
ing a 19-key hotel near the 
Red Hook waterfront, accord-
ing to plans fi led with the city 
last week. The transit-starved 
nabe may not be the most ob-
vious location for a boutique 
lodging, but some people will 
pay good money to vacation 
in a secluded coastal hamlet, 
notes one real estate insider.

“This could be a weekend 
destination,” said one broker 
who asked not to be named. 
“I think if they did something 
sort of cool and interesting it 
could work.”

Borough Park real-estate 
mogul Abraham Leser wants 
to erect a fi ve-story inn on Van 
Brunt Street between Beard 
and Van Dyke streets,  as fi rst 
reported by New York Yimby . 
The building would include a 
dining room, recreation area, 

and a rooftop terrace, plus 
medical offi ces on the second 
fl oor, according to the still-
pending application.

Out-of-towners may need 
to avail themselves of an Uber 
— the hotel plans only call for 
eight parking spaces, and it is 
a long hike to the nearest sub-
way station — though  a ferry 
stop  and  12 Citi Bike stations  
are coming to the neighbor-
hood in 2017. 

But who needs to cross the 
Gowanus Expressway when 
you can spend your time 
strolling the sleepy streets 
sampling  regional delicacies  
and shopping for  local handi-
crafts ?

“I think it’s a fun place to 
visit because of the scale of it, 
because it’s not really devel-
oped, and the waterfront is so 
amazing,” said the real-estate 
guru.

Notably, the location is 
also ambling distance from 

Atlantic Basin — where lux-
ury cruise liners often dock 
for a spell — and  the site of 
a massive waterfront offi ce 
and retail complex  an Italian 
developer plans on building 
between Coffey and Wolcott 
streets. 

Leser seems to be a fan of 
car-free living —  the devel-
oper angered Bensonhurst 
residents earlier this year  af-
ter fi ling plans for a 13-build-
ing apartment complex on the 
site of the old Maple Lanes 
bowling alley with zero park-
ing spaces.  

Current zoning would al-
low him to build his lodg-
ing without going through a 
lengthy public review process 
or getting approval from Coun-
cil. But the clock is ticking — 
the land is in one of the city’s 
so-called Industrial Business 
Zones,  where Mayor DeBlasio 
will soon make it much harder 
to open hotels . 

BY MAX JAEGER
Talk about a powder-keg situ-
ation.

The National Rifl e Associ-
ation took aim at two Brook-
lyn politicians on Jan. 4 — re-
sponding to the pols’ calls to 
limit bulk ammunition sales 
by posting photos implying 
violence against them. The 
picture, which accompanies 
a screed from association-
backed America’s First Free-
dom magazine editor Mark 
Chesnut, depicts Polaroid 
photos of State Sen. Roxanne 
Persaud (D–Canarsie) and 
Assemblywoman Jo Anne 
Simon (D–Boerum Hill) sur-
rounded by bullets. The ri-
fl e association lowered itself 
to base bullying to try to get 
its message across, Persaud 
said. 

“They are using intimi-
dation and fear in the same 
manner that mass shooters 
are using guns and ammuni-
tion to create an atmosphere 
of fear,” she said.

Mayor DeBlasio and a 
slew of Brooklyn politicians 
and activists decried the Na-
tional Rifl e Association fol-

lowing the posting.
Councilman Jumaane 

Williams (D–Canarsie) 
tweeted “The absurdity is 
insane,” and Councilman 
Brad Lander (D–Park Slope) 
called the tactic “beyond out-
rageous.”

Persaud and Simon an-
nounced draft legislation 
last month to limit the num-
ber of bullets a person can 
purchase over a 90-day pe-
riod to two magazines per 
gun owned.

Chesnut claimed the pols 
don’t know enough about gun 
ownership to legislate it, but 
Simon called the writer clue-
less.

“First of all, he doesn’t 
know anything about what 
we know,” she said.

The proposal doesn’t aim 
to limit constitutional rights, 
rather it is meant to protect 
constituents from increasing 
gun violence, Persaud said.

“In portions of the dis-
trict that I represent, there 
is senseless killing, and over-
all, gun violence is on the 
rise,” she said.

Indeed, police tallied 65 
shootings in East New York’s 
75th Precinct, which Persaud 
partially represents, out of a 
total 1,130 shootings citywide 
in 2015 — more than any 
other Brooklyn command, 
law enforcement data shows.

The law would also bar 
people from buying ammuni-
tion for weapons they are not 
legally allowed to possess.

Earlier this year, police 
busted a Canarsie man they 
say smuggled  more than 
100 high-powered guns into 
Kings County  over the course 
of a year.

Developer plans new hotel for Red Hook

TOO ON-TARGET: Critics say this photo the National Rifl e Association 
published is a threat against Brooklyn pols Roxanne Persaud, left, and 
Jo Anne Simon. America’s 1st Freedom

ON THE HOOK: The Van Brunt Street property where a developer plans on building a hotel.  
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

Van Brunt suite!

NRA takes aim 
at local pols

Bullets for Persaud, Simon

BY RUTH BROWN
Police arrested a man with “Team U.S.A.” tat-
tooed on his forehead, who they say mastur-
bated on a subway train while ogling a female 
straphanger on the afternoon of Dec. 27.

The guy got on the Manhattan-bound 2 
train in Crown Heights at around 4 pm, then 
allegedly spent more than 30 minutes “manip-

ulating his penis” while staring straight at a 
29-year-old woman, according to a report. 

The lady snapped a photo of the alleged 
self-starter, which shows “Team U.S.A.” 
printed prominently on his forehead, police 
said.

Cops arrested the suspect and charged him 
on Dec. 30, authorities said.

Cops: Guy with ‘Team USA’ tattoo 
had a masturbation marathon
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about peak condition!

A Red Hook woman is lug-
ging a 20-pound pack over the 
Brooklyn Bridge during her 
daily hike to work, training to 
scale Mount Kilimanjaro on 
Jan. 16.

“I’m pretty determined to 
make the climb,” said 41-year-
old Jamie Slater, who is tack-
ling the mountain to raise 
funds for research into multi-
ple myeloma — a form of can-
cer that kills more than 11,000 
people in the United States per 
year.

The graphic design artist is 
joining a nine-day trek up and 
down Africa’s tallest peak — 
the height of more than 13 Em-
pire State Buildings at 19,431 
feet — alongside a team of 16 
other Americans hailing from 
across the country, including 
four survivors of the deadly 
disease. Slater is taking part 
in honor of an old work buddy, 
who is also a survivor. 

Each member of the team is 

responsible for raising $10,000 
for the cause — although a 
few have raised as much as 
$30,000, and the team to date 
has amassed $200,000, accord-
ing to Slater.

She hopes the climb will 
show those suffering from the 
potentially fatal cancer that 
there is a light at the end of 
the tunnel, and that not only 
is recovery possible, but that 
survivors can go on to accom-
plish incredible feats of ath-
letic prowess.

“We’re letting people know 
who think this is a death card 
that there are people not just 
living with it, but they’re able 
to create and do these amazing 
feats, like climbing Mount Kil-
imanjaro,” said Slater. “And 
their ability to do that is a di-
rect result of research for new 
medications, and that’s what 
we’re raising money for.”

The party will spend seven-
and-a-half days ascending up 
the mountain and one-and-a-
half-days going down in tem-

peratures ranging from -20 to 
100 degrees, but the most har-
rowing leg of the climb will be 
the short fi nal ascent to the 
peak, Slater said.

To reach the top, the team 
will awake at around mid-
night — when winds are ex-
pected to be at their most mild 
— and trudge to the top guided 
by lamp light as they suck at 
the thin air that only contains 
about half the amount of oxy-
gen at sea level. 

The climbers will only be 
able to spend about 15 min-
utes at the peak before head-
ing down the other side of 
Kilimanjaro, or they risk suf-
fering serious illnesses re-
lated to lack of oxygen.

“Your body isn’t meant to 
be in that level of altitude,” 
said Slater, who did some alti-
tude training in Rocky Moun-
tain National Park.

The 17 Americans will be 
accompanied by a support 
crew of no fewer than 80 por-
ters, each carrying about 

25-pounds worth of gear — 
including one unlucky fel-
low whose task is to haul the 
group’s toilet up and down Af-

rica’s tallest peak.
“We’re going to be a small 

city moving up the mountain,” 
said Slater. 

She trains for Kilimanjaro on Bridge

WORK OUT: As part of her training to ready herself for the more than 
19,000-foot ascent up Mount Kilimanjaro, Red Hook local Jamie Slater 
walks to work in Downtown Manhattan over the Brooklyn Bridge wearing 
her full pack of gear, weighing about 20 pounds, every day. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Mountain do!
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NOW OPEN!
Come see your shiny new gym.
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
It is the Borough of Churches no more!

Greenpoint’s historic Church of the 
Ascension has sold its parish hall to 
a developer, which will turn the Java 
Street building into apartments — just 
the latest in a long line of Brooklyn 
holy houses to lose their religion as 
parishioner numbers decline and de-
mand for housing increases. 

Brooklynites may not like worship-
ping in churches anymore — but sure 
do love living in them, says one devel-
oper.

“I think people are drawn towards 
old churches,” said Chris Horrigan 
of Horrigan Development, which will 
transform the 19th-century Java Street 
parish hall into residential units.

The church’s landmarked Kent 
Street sanctuary, part of the Green-
point Historic District, will remain 
untouched as a place of worship while 
the connected event space will get a fa-
cade makeover — though part of the 
original brick will remain intact — 
and will gain two stories to make room 
for 18 residential units, Horrigan said.

The church decided to sell the 
largely unused building — only the 
ground-fl oor of the old three-story 
structure was still safe for habitation 
— to help pay for much-needed repairs 
to the main sanctuary and clergy hous-
ing, said a church leader. 

“The size of our congregation and 
the economic capacity of our congre-
gation would make it an enormous 
challenge to attempt to fi x any one of 
our three properties,” said Rev. John 
Merz. 

It is a common problem amongst 
the borough’s aging houses of god, he 
said — buildings are crumbling, but 
dwindling attendance numbers result 
in fewer funds to fi x them.

“There are simply not the num-
bers to sustain congregations that can 
maintain the healthy functioning of 
these structures,” said Merz.

Here are some other sacred Brook-
lyn buildings on the path to secular-
ization:

Hebron Baptist Church
Developer CS Real Estate is in the 

midst of turning this former Bedford-
Stuyvesant house of worship on Wil-
loughby Avenue, between Throop and 
Thompkins avenues, into a 16-unit 
apartment building, but will largely 
preserve the existing brick facade as 
the ground fl oor. The church has moved 
its congregation to Brownsville.

Saints Peter and Paul 
Catholic Church

The Williamsburg church will 
lease a large chunk of its property on 
Wythe Avenue, between S. Second and 
S. Third streets, to developer Water-
mark Capital, which plans on build-
ing a 19-story, 130-unit building there. 
But the Catholic parish ensured its 
holy ground was in good hands before 
it sealed the deal — the developer has 
agreed not to use the space for any sac-
rilegious activities involving abortion, 
pornography, or euthanasia,  accord-
ing to a DNA Info report .

Saint Luke’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church

The church sold this majestic 
145-year-old holy house on Washing-
ton Avenue between Willoughby and 
DeKalb avenues to Brookland Capital 
for $8.8 million last year. The real es-
tate fi rm plans on turning it into con-
dominiums — though it will have to 
get approval from the city’s landmarks 
commission for any changes to the ex-
terior, since the structure is part of 
the Clinton Hill Historic District. The 
church itself closed in June.

Church of St. Mary of the 
Immaculate Conception

This Williamsburg Catholic church 
at Ten Eyck and Leonard streets has 
already been born again as an apart-
ment building, housing 40 units, 
though still retains the general shape 
and size of the original structure. The 
church  merged  with the Parish of 
Most Holy Trinity on nearby Montrose 
Street in 2007, where the congregation 
now worships.

Boro churches going residential

ASCENSION: The Church of the Ascension in 
Greenpoint sold its neighboring parish hall 
— which will become apartments — to fund 
much-needed repairs on the main sanctuary 
and clergy housing. Photo by Louise Wateridge

Religious 
conversions
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BY MAX JAEGER
Yo, baby!

Brooklyn welcomed the 
city’s fi rst newborn of 2016 at 
Coney Island Hospital.

Young Zayden Noel was 
born to Coney Islanders 
Stephanie Diaz and Paul Sta-
ley at the stroke of midnight, 
the hospital reported. The 
tyke weighed in at 7 pounds 1 
ounce, making him the small-

est of the Brooklyn New Year’s 
baby crop. He is Diaz’s second 
child born at the hospital.

Giovanni Navarro-Cara-
ballo opened his eyes a short 
nine minutes later at New York 
Methodist Hospital, tipping the 
scales at 9 pounds 2 ounces. He 
was born to East New Yorkers 
Tricia Navarro-Caraballo and 
Chris Caraballo.

And Layan “Lilly” Kha-

lid Kotb joined the party at 
2:12 am as Lutheran Medical 
Center’s fi rst birth. She is the 
third child to dad Khalid Mo-
hamed Kotb and mom Taghrid 
Mohamed Kotb.

Last year, Maxim Ole-
nyukh  made his world debut 
at Coney Island hospital at ex-
actly midnight .

Congratulations to all of 
2016’s proud parents.

LITTLE WINNER: (Above) Zayden Noel was the city’s fi rst baby of 2016, 
entering the world via Coney Island Hospital at the stroke of midnight 
to parents Stephanie Diaz and Paul Staley. (Center) Taghrid Mohamed 
Kotb holds newborn daughter Layan “Lilly” Khalid Kotb, who was born at 
Lutheran Medical Center at 2:12 am. (Left) Tricia Navarro-Caraballo and 
Chris Caraballo welcome son Giovanni Navarro-Caraballo into the world 
at 12:09 am at Methodist Hospital. 

B’klyn’s babies New Year!

 New Customer Discount
 2 Dog Discount  Military Discount

121 Douglass St.  Brooklyn NY 11231  347.599.2522

WE ALSO OFFER PROFESSIONAL DOG TRAINING

Amanda, from Shaggie Pets in Bay Ridge, 
comes to Carroll Gardens!

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

NYC Pets
218 Fifth Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 
SUN JAN 10 • 12 PM – 5 PM

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 
25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Adopt A Pet
FOR ANIMALS INC. &  

NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Home of the Mutt-i-gree®
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LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052
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Aviator Sports and Events Center
3159 Flatbush Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11234 • (718) 758-7510

Register today! AviatorCamps.com

At Aviator Summer Day Camp,
WE HAVE IT ALL!

There is no limit to the fun your children will have!

Call us today to schedule a tour and learn more:

(718) 758-7510
• New programming for 2016! •

• Air conditioned buses! •

Your kids will thank you!
Early Bird pricing until January 31, 2016.

Your kids will thank you!

Mama Mia, that’s one 
great bakery!

Mia’s Bakery, which 
opened on Smith Street in 
August, is the sweet palace of 
dreams. 

This beautiful and modern 
shop seemingly carries every 
type of cookie, cake, cupcake, 
and pastry a heart desires. 
The three large showcases in 
the window beckon with cakes 
like creamy and delicious red 
velvet, fudgy chocolate layer, 
rich strawberry cheesecakes, 
and huge birthday and spe-
cial occasion cakes. 

If you’re not in the market 
to buy an entire cake, you’ve 
still come to the right place. 
Step inside and feast your 
eyes on the clear glass dis-
plays of cakes available by the 
slice. The rows of tempting 
selections are endless. Taste 
a different one every day, as 
there’s comfortable, indoor 
seating for about 40 people, 
and outdoor seating for many 
more. Enjoy these sweet in-
dulgences with a steaming 

cup of hot cappuccino or with 
Mia’s quality regular coffee 
because this New York-style 
bakery is reminiscent of Eu-
ropean cafes — a gathering 
spot for good conversations 
with friends, in an atmo-
sphere that is welcoming and 
unrushed. A “mommy and 
me” group recently reveled in 
sugary escape time.

Every sweet treat is made 
on the premises. Owners 
Paris and his business part-

ner Chris — a veteran of the 
food industry — collected 
classic recipes, experiment-
ing with them to create their 
own out-of-this-world selec-
tions. 

“We must have tired mak-
ing 10 different cheesecakes 
to see how each one came 
out,” says Paris. “We’re al-
ways working on ways to im-
prove.”

They use only high-end 
chocolate, and that’s why ev-

ery bite of the layer-high choc-
olate cake bursts with rich 
flavor. Real butter is among 
the mouth-watering ingredi-
ents in the flakey croissants, 
made daily. Some are stuffed 
with chocolate, while others 
combine chocolate with fresh 
almond slices.  

There are strawberry 
shortcakes, blackout cakes, 
apple crumbs, pound cakes, 
and carrot cakes. There are 
pies like sweet potato, choco-
late pecan, cherry, pumpkin, 
apple, banana cream, lemon 
meringue, and key lime. For 
breakfast, nothing beats 
their fresh-baked muffins, 
donuts, and their own ver-
sion of a combined croissant 
and doughnut. The rugalach 
is perfect for any time of day. 
The entire family will love 
the cake pops, eclairs, choco-
late cigars, brownies, and the 
array of beautifully decorated 
cookies — butter, shortbread, 
chocolate chip, peanut but-
ter, and irresistible rainbow 
cookies. 

Sometime in January, 

Mia’s plans to add a lunch 
menu, so customers can come 
in for a meal and dessert. 
Soups and sandwiches will be 
introduced. Right now, some 
food is offered — spinach and 
feta cheese pie, and spinach 
and kale pie. 

Banana and rice puddings 
are also served, as is ice 
cream.

The shop is lovely, with 
its wood ceiling and floor, all 
built and designed by Paris’s 
dad, Tony. Pastry chefs can 
be viewed in action, through 
the café’s inner window. Pho-
tos of the Brooklyn Bridge 
adorn the walls. In fact, the 
store’s logo is a modern, ab-
stract version of the Brooklyn 
Bridge.

Why the name Mia? It’s 
Chris’s daughter’s name.  

Mia’s Bakery [139 Smith 
St. between Dean and Ber-
gen Streets in Boerum Hill, 
(347) 987–3194]. Open Sundays 
through Thursdays, 6 am–11 
pm; Fridays and Saturdays, 6 
am–1 am.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Mia’s Bakery a sweet spot for a sweet treat — or two
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76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

No gun for you
Quick-thinking cops nabbed an 

armed man after spotting him with 
a gun tucked into his waistband on 
Columbia Street on Jan 1, police re-
ported.

Offi cials say the suspect was 
standing near the corner of Lor-
raine Street around 2:10 am when 
offi cers on patrol caught a glimpse 
of the pistol. 

The guy made like the wind 
when he saw police had spotted 
him, but the offi cers apprehended 
him around the corner on Bush 
Street and confi scated a .38 caliber 
revolver he carried, according to 
police.

Shopping spree
Some young thieves stole clothes 

from a hip clothing store on Atlan-
tic Avenue on Dec. 30, cops said.

They walked into the store near 
Clinton Street around 1:40 pm. They 
grabbed hats, pants, jeans, under-
wear, and sweatshirts all together 
worth $400 and ran out the front 
door towards Court Street with the 
goods, according to police.

Hospital trip
Police arrested a woman who 

they say sent a man to the hospital 
during a fi ght outside a Smith Street 
bar on Jan. 3, police said.

The two got into a spat outside the 
bar on the corner of Butler Street af-
ter last call, or around 4:30 am, ac-
cording to police. 

At one point during the alterca-
tion, the woman grabbed a heavy 
object and whacked the man across 
the head, slicing such a gash in his 
head that police called paramedics 
to bring him to New York Methodist 
Hospital for treatment.

Fight leads to arrest
Police cuffed two men who they 

say beat up a teen on the platform 
of the Smith Street-Ninth Street G 
train subway station on Dec. 30.

The two men, age 21 and 40, got 
into a fi ght with the kid at around 
2:34 am at the station near Smith 
and Ninth streets, police said. They 
allegedly gave the youngster some 
cuts and bruises to his face and 
body, but emergency responders 
patched him up on the scene.

Bike bandit
Someone stole a man’s bike left 

on Court Street on Dec. 29 while he 
was shopping at a grocery store, po-
lice said.

The man told police he locked his 
bike up with a metal chain near At-
lantic Avenue at 12:30 pm. He was 
in the store for about an hour and 
came out to fi nd both the chain and 

his bike missing. — Dennis Lynch

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Subway snatch
Some sneak stole a guy’s wallet 

when he was on a crowded F train 
leaving Manhattan on Dec. 27.

The victim told police he took 
out his wallet, swiped his Metro-
Card, and boarded a packed Brook-
lyn-bound F train at 34th Street in 
that other borough. When the train 
stopped at the Jay Street station at 
7:15 pm, he realized his wallet had 
been snatched at some point during 
the ride. 

He returned home to discover 
that two unauthorized charges had 
been made, and he cancelled his lost 
cards.

Bike blunder
Cops cuffed a man who they said 

tried unsuccessfully to nick a bike 
on Furman Street on Dec. 26. 

A witness told police he spot-
ted the unskilled suspect trying to 
remove a bike in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park with tools at 9:55 pm, offi cials 
stated. 

Police say that the man was also 
in possession of a stolen Citi Bike. 

Unhappy New Year
A fi end stabbed a man celebrat-

ing the new year on York Street on 
Dec. 31.

The victim told police he was 
drunk and on the way to visit his 
girlfriend near Gold Street at 10:06 
pm when someone snuck up from be-
hind and knifed him several times.
 — Lauren Gill

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

Slasher
A brute slashed a man with a ra-

zor blade at the corner of Grand and 
Catherine Streets on the night of 
Jan. 2.

The victim was drinking alcohol 
at the intersection at 10:20 pm when 
he got into an argument with a pass-
ing stranger, according to a police 
report. The lout then pulled a razor 
blade and sliced the guy across the 
stomach, cops said.

Day blow
A couple of goons snatched a la-

dy’s purse at knifepoint on Mon-
trose Avenue in broad daylight on 
Jan. 3.

The victim was near Humboldt 
Street at 3:50 pm when the scoun-
drels approached from behind, and 
one of them pulled a knife when the 
lady turned around, police said. 

The knife-wielder grabbed the 
victim’s bag and she let him take it, 
cops said. The perps fl ed down Hum-
boldt Street towards Johnson Ave-
nue, according to a police report. 

Wild night
Cops cuffed a group of teens who 

they say tried to run over someone 
in a car at high speed, then brutally 
beat another victim on Boerum 
Street in the early morning hours of 
New Year’s Day.

The arresting offi cer saw the 
suspects barrel into the sidewalk of 
a city housing building near Hum-
boldt Street at 3:45 am, police said. 
The victim told cops the alleged as-
sailants tried to run him over with 
the car, then punched him in the 
face, according to a police report. 

A second victim told cops the 
suspects beat him up by kicking 
and punching, then throwing him 
to the ground, leaving him bruised 
and bleeding, authorities said. 

Police arrested fi ve teens for the 
crime, and believe the suspects are 
affi liated with a gang, according to 
a police report.

Mug way 
A punk held up a Bushwick Av-

enue sandwich shop at gunpoint on 
Dec. 29 and ran off with a wad of 
cash.

The low-life barged into the 
shop near Grand Street at 9 pm and 
pointed a gun at an employee, de-
manding all the money in the regis-
ter, according to a police report. 

The store employee forked over 
$350 from the register and the bad-
die fl ed down Bushwick Avenue to-
wards Maujer Street, authorities 
said.

Auto crime
Some scalawag broke into a guy’s 

car at the corner of Grand Street 
and Driggs Avenue and snatched up 
some pricey electronics and clothes 
on Dec. 29.

The victim left his parked car at 
10 am, then returned at 1:50 pm to 
fi nd his driver’s-side door damaged 

and a bunch of camera equipment 
and clothing removed, police said. 

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

New Year’s bash
A troublemaker bashed a bar pa-

tron with a glass at a popular Frost 
Street watering hole in the early 
morning hours of New Year’s Day.

The victim told cops she was out 
with friends at the bar near Lorimer 
Street at 1:30 am when a woman got 
into a verbal spat with her friend. 
The victim said she told the lady to 
calm down, and the scamp bashed 
her in the head with a drinking 
glass, authorities said. 

The victim had a minor cut on 
her forehead after the altercation, 
and the glass-tosser left in an un-
known direction, according to a po-
lice report. 

Construction heist
Cops cuffed a duo who they say 

they caught red-handed burglariz-
ing a Guernsey Street construction 
site on Jan. 1.

Police who learned about the 
burglary via radio showed up at 
the construction site between Nor-
man and Nassau Avenues at 3:30 pm 
and peered through a hole in the 
wall to see the alleged crooks rifl ing 
around the site for things to steal. 

The two suspects tried to fl ee on 
foot when they saw the cops coming 
over the fence of the site, police said. 
One of the alleged perps hoofed it 
and hopped a bunch of fences, but 
the cops managed to collar him a 
few blocks from the site, according 
to a police report. 

The other alleged perp never 
made it out of the construction site 
and cops arrested him as he spon-
taneously confessed to stealing a 
cellphone from the site, authorities 
said. 

Lock and block
Some rogue changed the locks to 

a woman’s N. Eighth Street apart-
ment and tossed some of her stuff 
out while she was away on vacation 
sometime before Dec. 24.

The victim told cops on Dec. 28 
that she had returned to her apart-
ment near Roebling Street at around 
6 pm on Christmas Eve to fi nd her 
locks had been changed, according 
to a police report. 

The victim said that her super 
had texted one of her roommates 
earlier in the month saying the 
lease holder wants the victim out of 
the apartment, but that she had al-
ready paid rent for the month, cops 
said. 

Police said whoever it was stole 
the victim’s laptop and cellphone 
during the sketchy eviction.

— Allegra Hobbs
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BROOKLYN

Domino 
Sugar

CALL JED WALENTAS AT 718.222.2500.
TELL HIM HE MADE THE WRONG CHOICE. 

Jed Walentas just hired nonunion contractor 
RNC Industries for the Domino Sugar project. 
And he used the taxpayer-funded 421a 
program to help pay for it.

RNC has been charged with failing to pay 
overtime wages. And RNC’s owner just got out 
of jail for federal tax fraud.*

Walentas’ choice means nearly 100 Brooklyn 
carpenters are going to lose good-paying jobs 
with health benefits.

* Source: US District Court, 11.27.13

JED WALENTAS AND TWO TREES  
CHOSE PROFITS AND FELONS... ...INSTEAD OF SAFETY AND 

GOOD-PAYING LOCAL JOBS.

AND USED OUR TAX DOLLARS TO PAY FOR IT.

Paid for by NYC District Council of Carpenters.
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What are you doing in 2016? WWWWWWWWWhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaatttttttttt aaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeee yyyyyyyyyoooooooooouuuuuuuuuuu ddddddddddooooooooooiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnngggggggggg iiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnn 222222222200000000001111111116666666666????????????
Affordable Training with Nationally 

Recognized Certification, Job Placement 
Assistance, and College Credits at  

ment 
at 

Kingsborough Community College! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To be eligible to apply NRC, individuals must be 18 years or older, hold an 
H.S diploma or GED and be legally authorized to work in the United States. 
Other eligibility requirements apply. Documentation must be available. 
 This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor's Employment and 
Training Administration. The solution was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official 
position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or 
assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on 
linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, 
usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. The NRC Program is an equal opportunity 
employer/program and auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

REDUCED PRICE - NOW ONLY $75 FOR ENTIRE TRAINING! 
Become certified and trained in  

Culinary Arts or Healthcare! 
Training begins in March of 2016  

CALL: (718) 368-4637  
APPLY ONLINE:�WWW.CEWDKBCC.COM 

#CEWDinspires 

BY COLIN MIXSON
So many New Year’s resolu-
tions are wishful dreams, ap-
pearing briefl y in sudden fi ts 
of holiday optimism before dy-
ing quietly in the face of life’s 
grim reality. But not at Cou-
rier Life, where we hold Kings 
County’s movers and shakers 
to account for the vague prom-
ises they made to themselves, 
but were foolish enough to 
share with us. 

We checked in with  last 
year’s promise-makers , and 
added a few new faces who 
will be forced to follow up in 12 
months. 

ALAN MAISEL
Councilman (D–Marine Park)

Last year’s resolution: 
Lose weight.

The follow through: Mai-
sel didn’t lose any weight. It’s 
unclear if he gained weight.

“I’m not doing well,” he 
said.

This year’s resolution: 

To get his chores done before 
he dies. It should be noted that 
Maisel is not suffering from 

a terminal illness — that we 
know of.

“It’s to do my undertakings 
before the undertaker takes 
me under,” said Maisel, enig-
matically.

THERESA SCAVO 
Chairwoman, CB15

Last year’s resolution: To 
eat better. 

The follow through: She’s 
doing great.

“It’s been going excellent,” 
said Scavo. “I feel great, and 
I’m going to keep up my walk-
ing and my dieting.”

This year’s resolution: 

To keep it up. 
“You get to a certain age, 

you got to watch what you eat, 
or you become a whale,” said 
Scavo. “I’m not going to let 
that happen.”

VINCENT GENTILE
Councilman (D–Bay Ridge)

Last year’s resolution: 
To leverage his constituency’s 
racial diversity as a force for 
good in the neighborhood.

The follow through: He’s 

still got work to do.
“I don’t think it’s fully ac-

complished,” said Gentile. 
“It’s a continuing resolution 
and I don’t think you can ac-
complish that in a year.”

This year’s resolution: 

The exact same thing, but 
more.

“It’s to move forward,” he 
said. “We’ve reorganized and 
reconstituted the Unity Task 
Force, which has members of 
different religious and ethnic 
communities, and it’s looking 
to host activities that would 
promote the type of commu-
nity we have, which is a multi-
ethnic and religious commu-
nity. So that goes in line with 
that resolution.”

DICK ZIGUN
Mayor, Coney Island

Last year’s resolution: To 
enjoy the sweet, sublime plea-
sure of central air and indoor 
heating at his Coney Island 
USA arts center.

The follow through: It 
didn’t go well. Apparently, the 
air conditioner is on the fritz. 

Zigun did, however, lose 15 
pounds.

This year’s resolution: 

To  bring the long-abandoned 
landmarked Shore Theater 
back from the brink .

Courier Life’s New Year’s Resolution Accountability Project

ROCK-SOLID RESOLVE: (Clockwise 
from above) Community Board 15 
chairwoman Theresa Scavo aims 
to keep eating healthy. Coney Is-
land USA founder Dick Zigun has 
resolved to save the Shore Theater. 
Councilman Vincent Gentile said he 
still has work to do to ease racial 
tensions in Bay Ridge.  File photos

So, how did you do in 2015?

Continued on page 12
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The Sale NEW YORK Waits For!

HOTTEST SADDLE TAN DRESS SHOES $2999

SAVE UP TO

 70%
LAST CALL 

SALE

WEDDING PARTIES
BOYS • BIG & TALL • TUXEDOS

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everyday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit .............$250 ........  $9999 .....3 for $250
New Vested Suits ......$300 .......  $12999 .....3 for $300
Luxury Wool..............$425 .......  $15999 .....3 for $425CALVINCALVIN

KLEINKLEIN
SUITSSUITS

$17999

Value $400

L
A

S
T 

CALL DOOR BUST
E

R

DESIGNER COATS $9999 VALUE $350

SUITS $5999

DOORBUSTER

OUTERWEAR

$ 19
99

Value up to $80 BLAZERS
$3999
Up to $150 value

DOORBUSTER

$9999
Up to $300 value

DOORBUSTER

DRESS SHIRT
& TIE SETS

$2499

DOORBUSTER

SWEATERS
$967

Value up to $3250

DOORBUSTER
CALVIN KLEIN 
LAUREN COATS

L
A

ST CALL DOOR B

U
ST

E
R

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella

3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella

2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Prices effective through January 17

portabellastores.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$19.99     $29.99     $39.99

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 
Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks 

BOOTS
$2999

Up to $75 value

DRESS
SHOES
$1999

Up to $75 value

BRAND NAME

THE Y. FOR THE TOTAL WORKOUT. 

TOTAL
ZEN

VISIT OUR OPEN HOUSE:  
SAT., JAN.   2ND, 12-4PM 
SAT., JAN. 16TH, 12-4PM   
SAT., JAN. 30TH, 12-4PM
SAT., FEB. 13TH, 12-4PM

PROSPECT PARK YMCA- 357 NINTH ST, BROOKLYN
YMCANYC.ORG/PROSPECTPARK

PARK SLOPE ARMORY YMCA- 361 15TH ST, BROOKLYN
YMCANYC.ORG/PARKSLOPEARMORY

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
www.facebook.com/citytech

www.citytech.cuny.edu

APPLY NOW 2016 DIRECT ADMISSION

718.260.5500  
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

WHERE

TECHNOLOGY

TAKE

YOU?

CAN
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“2016 is the year dedicated to sav-
ing the Shore Theater!” said Zigun.

CRAIG HAMMERMAN
District Manager, CB 6

Last year’s resolution: To pet 
more dogs and smile at more babies. 

The follow through: Hammer-
man has fi nally found joy and plans to 
continue petting babies and smiling at 
dogs.

“It’s been very rewarding,” he said.
This year’s resolution: To up-

date what is already undeniably  one 
of the best community board websites  
in Brooklyn, if not of all community 
boards throughout the universe.

“I’d really love to get the resources 
together to fi nally update the commu-
nity board’s website,” said Hammer-
man. “We were one for the fi rst web-
sites when we launched in 2001, and we 
have a plan for the improvements we 
want to make for the website, it’s just 
a matter of cobbling the resources to-
gether to get it.”

ERIC MCCLURE
CB6 Transportation Committee

Last year’s resolution: To encour-
age the people and the city of New York 
to reduce traffi c fatalities.

The follow through: McClure said 
that fatalities are down since last year, 
but people still continue to die in traf-
fi c-related accidents so there is “a long 

road ahead to make streets safer.”
This year’s resolution: To clear 

the more than 19,000 e-mails currently 
languishing in his inbox.

JOHN QUADROZZI JR.
Red Hook businessman   

This year’s resolution: To hang 
out with nice folks, and stop hanging 
out with jerks.

“Spend less time on those that look 
out for themselves and more time on 
those that look out for others,” he said.

MO FATHELBAB
Experiment Comedy Gallery owner

This year’s resolution: To train 

his cat to use the New York City tran-
sit system, so he can visit Fathelbab at 
work. 

“Already bought him an unlimited 
MetroCard,” he said.

JUSTIN BRANNAN
Founder, Bay Ridge Democrats

This year’s resolution: To lose 
weight, and to buy coffee for rascals 
who steal his bagels.

“I’m offi cially too old to play de-
fensive line for the Giants, so it’s time 
to give it up. And when you’re over-
weight, your wife fi nding poppy seeds 
in the car is worse than her fi nding 
stripper glitter on your tie,” said Bran-

nan. “So if you run into me around the 
neighborhood and you see me eating 
a bagel, feel free to knock it out of my 
hands, I won’t be mad. I may even buy 
you a cup of coffee to say thanks. With 
skim milk of course!”

ERIC ADAMS
Borough President

This year’s resolution: To be-
come a professional athlete and lead a 
Brooklyn sports franchise to victory 
on a national scale.

“I resolve to do everything in my 
power — including putting on a uni-
form myself — to deliver Brooklyn a 
championship team!” Adams said.

Hear it Mondays

How does THE BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Monday at 4pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of talk on 
topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be 
listened to live or played anytime at 
your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Continued from page 10 

RESOLUTIONS

SERIOUS ABOUT THEIR RESOLUTIONS: (Left) Comedian Mo Fathelbab is training his cat 
to use public transit. (Center) Bay Ridge Democrats honcho Justin Brannan wants to lose 
some weight and will buy you a coffee if you see him eating a pastry and knock it out of 
his hand — no joke! (Right) Borough President Adams will do anything to ensure a Brooklyn 
team wins a championship. File photos
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that sells good food at prices they can 
afford. 

“We’re losing all our decent su-
permarkets that are affordable,” said 
Carla Held, who lives nearby in Car-
roll Gardens, and is one of almost 500 
people who have signed  an online pe-
tition  demanding local pols step in to 
keep the store — or something like it 
— in the new building. 

But it remains unclear what form 
the new grocery store would take, and 
whether it will have a selection or price 
tags comparable to the current mid-
range emporium — which is presently 
 offering  boneless chicken breasts for 
$1.99 and .75 cents off Kraft Singles. 

And it is unlikely any new store 
would retain the current one’s mas-
sive parking lot, which Held says is a 
big draw for Brooklynites of a certain 
age like herself.

“I’m going to be 70 next year,” she 
said. “It’s not like I’m going to walk a 
mile and carry packages home.”

The developer — which plans to 
close the deal sometime in late 2016 — 

has not fi led plans for the new building 
and would not confi rm that a grocery 
store would be a part of it, but said it 
is taking the residents’ demands into 
consideration.

“The Avery Hall team is commit-
ted to creating a project that is a ben-
efi t to the community as a whole and 
takes seriously the interest expressed 
by community members in including 
a grocery store as part of the project,” 
the company said in a statement.

The fi rm’s plans comply with ex-
isting zoning for the property, accord-
ing to a spokesman, so it won’t need to 
put them through a public review. But 
the developer nevertheless intends to 
present its eventual plans to the local 
community board, where community 
members will be able to offer their two 
cents, said the rep. 

If the Fifth Avenue Key Food disap-
pears, it will join the 12th Street Path-
mark in Gowanus, which shut earlier 
this year, and the Smith Street Met 
Food Supermarket in Boreum Hill 
 that closed in 2014 . 

A Key Food in Windsor Terrace 
closed in 2012, but  a new one opened  
there earlier this year after  residents 
rallied  to bring it back 

Continued from cover
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MKT 15.71v1

WHERE
DO I
CLICK?

THE 
LOWEST 
COST 
Health 
PLAN 
ONLINE?

of nine drop-off locations throughout 
Brooklyn from now through Jan. 10 or 
leave it on your curb for pick-up from 
Jan. 4 to 15. 

But to truly get into the Mulch Fest 
spirit, haul your arbor to one of eight 
wood-chippers around the borough on 
Jan. 9 and 10, where you will get to see 
your pine pulverized before your very 
eyes — and then take home a bag of the 
bark chips to nourish your own garden. 

Brooklynites chipped in 10,042 
trees last year out of a city-wide 29,475 
— and Silver has even higher hopes for 
the festival’s platinum incarnation.

“We hope to create more mulch in 
2016 than ever before,” he said.

Here are a handful of this year’s 
Brooklyn locations:

Drop-off locations — 
Jan. 2–10

Amazing Garden (261 Columbia St. 
at Caroll Street in Cobble Hill) 

Brower Park (Brooklyn Avenue at 
Prospect Place in Crown Heights)

Coffey Park (Dwight and Verona 
streets in Red Hook)

Gowanus Canal Conservancy 
(Fifth Street and Second Avenue in 
Gowanus)

Green-Wood Cemetery (25th Street 
and Fifth Avenue in Greenwood 
Heights)

Green Space (222 Fifth Ave. at Presi-
dent Street in Park Slope)

Prospect Heights Community Farm 
(254 St. Marks Ave. at Vanderbilt Av-
enue in Prospect Heights)

Chipping locations — 
Jan. 9 and 10

Cobble Hill Park (Clinton Street and 
Verandah Place in Cobble Hill) 

Fort Greene Park (Washington Park 
and Myrtle Avenue in Fort Greene)

Maria Hernandez Park (Suydam 
Street and Knickerbocker Avenue in 
Bushwick)

Prospect Park (Third Street and 
Prospect Park West)

Prospect Park (Park Circle at Park-
side Avenue in Windsor Terrace)

See nycgovparks.org/highlights/fes-
tivals/mulchfest for more info.

Continued from cover

MULCH

IN IT TO BIN IT: Dump your old Christmas tree and help nourish the city’s green spaces at 
Mulch Fest. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

* New money only. APY effective December 14, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred 
from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

60-Month CD

2..25%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

24-Month CD

1.30%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.
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CARROLL GARDENS

Standing O is putting out the wel-
come mat for attorney Robert Shull 
on his appointment as new president 
of the Brooklyn Stake of the The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

Day Saints (Mormons). The reli-
gious group held 
its conference 
on Dec. 5 and 
inducted a new 
leadership in 
Brooklyn. 

Elder Ron-

ald A. Ras-

band, one of the 
Twelve Apostles 
of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of 

Latter-Day Saints, presided over the 
meeting, attended by Kristin Poliz-

zotto, David Glick, Amylynne Shull, 

Gerardo Herrera, and Thelma Her-

rera.
Jeff Nelson, an attorney from 

Park Slope who has been serving as 
the president of the Brooklyn Stake for 
the past nine years, was relieved from 
his capacity as a lay-minister and ad-
ministrator of the stake, while Robert 
Shull was welcomed in.

Our pal Robert will serve the com-
munity along with his counselors, Ge-

rardo Herrera from Midwood, and 
David Glick from Staten Island.

“I look forward to working with the 
diverse religious community that ex-
ists in Brooklyn and to helping them 
to see that no matter our differences, 
we are all brothers and sisters who 
can help this great community,” Rob-
ert said.

All members of the Mormon clergy 
are unpaid and serve voluntarily 
to meet the spiritual and temporal 
needs of church-members and the 
communities in which they live. The 
Brooklyn Stake has more than 1,200 
members in 11 congregations, includ-
ing four Spanish- and one Mandarin-
speaking across Brooklyn and Staten 
Island.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints, Brooklyn Stake [339–343 
Court St. at Union Street in Carroll 
Gardens, (800) 453–3860].

BAY RIDGE

More welcomes
Say “hey” to the new Mount Si-

nai Head and Neck Institute in Bay 
Ridge. The practice offers comprehen-
sive head-and-neck cancer care, and 
skull-base tumors, as well as salivary, 
thyroid, and parathyroid diseases.

“The opening of this Institute in 
central Brooklyn represents a new 
standard of personalized specialty 
care for each patient’s unique needs,” 

said Dr. Eric M. Genden, the Isidore 
Friesner professor chairman of the 
Department of Otolaryngology-Head 
and Neck Surgery at the Mount Si-
nai Health System. “Mount Sinai will 
meet an unmet need in this commu-
nity, as well as the neighboring com-
munities of Staten Island, Queens, and 
Long Island.”

Physicians at the new facility in-
clude Dr. Daniel Buchbinder, Dr. 

Raymond Chai, Dr. Boris Cherno-

bilsky, Dr. Anthony Del Signore, 

and Dr. Ilya Likhterov.

The institute provides treatment of 
all types and stages of head and neck 
cancers; various oral and maxillofa-
cial conditions; sleep apnea; and sinus, 
thyroid, and salivary diseases. Surgi-
cal procedures take place at Mount Si-
nai Beth Israel in lower Manhattan, 

but all other appointments and follow-
up visits can be made at the Bay Ridge 
offi ce.

Mount Sinai Head and Neck Insti-
tute [9020 Fifth Ave. at 90th Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 951–9007].

BOROUGH WIDE

Sloan recipients
The Fund for the City of New 

York announced this year’s recipients 
of the Sloan Awards for Excellence 

in Teaching Science and Mathe-

matics. The accolade recognizes ex-
ceptionally dedicated and creative 
teachers who have achieved outstand-
ing results. Dieudone Egotanda of 
New Utrecht High School and Fred 

Galli of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
were chose chosen as part of the seven 

top teachers in the city.
Dieudone Egotanda teaches calcu-

lus, geometry, pre-calculus, and alge-
bra. He was raised in the former Bel-
gian Congo and has taught at New 
Utrecht High School since 2002. With 
his palpable compassion and care for 
students, he has helped many students 
who have struggled with math.

Fred Galli teaches calculus, geome-
try, algebra, and math analysis, and had 
a successful background in engineering 
and software development. 

He brings a wealth of mathematical 
and professional knowledge to his stu-
dents and has created the school’s math 
team. 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS

Congratulations to Hatzolah 

Ambulance Service and Arna 

Lipkind, district manager of the 
New York City Council — proud 
honorees at the Kingsbrook Jew-

ish Medical Center’s annual Ha-
nukkah breakfast. 

The ceremonies were held at the 
hospital synagogue with Henna 

White, chairwoman of the board 
at Kingsbrook, acting as emcee. 
Also present were Ruvain Lip-

kind; Dr. Sibtey Burney, senior 
veep and chief medical offi cer at 
Kingsbrook; Dr. Kurt Kodroff, 
chief executive offi cer at Kings-
brook; Rabbi Kalman Sodden; 

Rabbi Michoel Chazan, director 
of Chaplaincy Services; J.J. Katz 
from Hatzolah; and Councilwoman 
Darlene Mealy (D–Prospect Lef-
ferts Gardens).

Standing O pal Henna offered 
sentiments of how important the 
holiday is to the Jewish community, 
as Rabbi Michoel Chazan shared his 
thoughts about its spiritual mean-
ing, and Rabbi Kalman Sodden dis-
cussed the 90-year-plus history of 
the hospital.

Standing O offers a mazel tov to 
the honorees. 

Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Cen-
ter [585 Schenectady Ave. at East 
49th Street in Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens, (718) 604–5000].

DOWNTOWN

You gotta have heart!
Cheers and kudos to the Py-

thian Sisters of New York for 
donating $3,000 to the Heart-

Share School in Bensonhurst 
for children with autism.

Cindy Nathanson, the 2015 
Grand Chief of the New York Py-
thian Sisters, works at local com-
pany Bruce Supply and knows 
thoroughly about HeartShare 
through company president 
Bruce Wexler. She chose Heart-
Share as her charity during her 
year-long leadership role for the 
non-denominational women’s 
civic organization. 

“It’s my pleasure to bring 
awareness to this important pro-
gram,” she said.

Cindy’s proud parents, Abe 

and Florence Goldberg, also 
Pythian members, were present 
as their daughter handed over the 
gelt last December. Receiving the 
check was HeartShare school Di-
rector Sharon Toledo and Heart-
Share president of Education and 
Services Carol Verdi.

“HeartShare’s autism ser-
vices, including The HeartShare 
School, have become a very 
strong resource for parents who 
often have nowhere else to turn,” 
noted HeartShare Developmental 
Disabilities Services Executive 
Director Linda Tempel. “Find-
ing out that your child may have 
a developmental delay initially 
often is a very daunting and over-
whelming experience.” 

Standing O is giving a great 
big shout-out to the Pythian Sis-
ters for all their charitable en-
deavors. 

HeartShare Human Services 
of New York [12 MetroTech Cen-
ter, (718) 422–4200, www.heart-
share.org].

MAZEL TOV: JJ Kats accepts a plaque from Henna White, chairwoman of the Board 
of Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center, and Dr. Kurt Kodroff, chief executive offi cer of 
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center.  

Hatz off to Hatzolah & Arna

There is new leadership in town
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ment in September  that it wants to ex-
pand Vinegar Hill’s under-capacity PS 
307 — which has until now only served 
kids from part of the Farrugat public 
houses and others who come in via a 
magnet program — as a way to  combat 
chronic overcrowding at popular PS 
8  in Brooklyn Heights, where Dumbo 
youngsters are currently assigned.

 PS 307 families immediately 
slammed the scheme , saying the city 
concocted it with only tony PS 8’s needs 
in mind, and that a sudden infl ux of 
kiddies from the borough’s wealthiest 
neighborhood could push them out of 
the school, which the tight-knit com-
munity has worked hard to turn into a 
haven for local kids.

“I’m tired of better things being 
brought into the community and com-
munity members being denied those 
better things,” said Farrugut Houses 
native Debra Stuart.

Parents of soon-to-be Dumbo schol-
ars say they were also blindsided by 
the announcement — which would 
place their kids in a school that earns 
far lower test scores than the high-
achieving PS 8.

“The DOE did not even attempt to 
engage with the Dumbo community,” 
said local Doreen Gallo, reading a 
statement on behalf of many parents 
from the neighborhood.

Many critics on both side say they 
don’t object to the rezoning in the long-
run, just making such a big change on 
such a short time frame.

“I don’t see an urgency,” said panel 
member and PS 307 parent Benjamin 
Greene, one of three who voted against 
the plan. “I think this proposal needs 
work on it.”

The city  had already pushed back 
Tuesday’s vote by two months  for that 
very reason,  resulting in a concession  
that it will set aside 50 percent of the 
seats in each class to low-income kids 
— but only if pupils in the new zone 
don’t take them fi rst, which critics say 
will not do enough to keep the school 
diverse given how many more wealthy 
kids live in the booming area.

“I know that number is way too 
low,” said Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo (D–Fort Greene), who supports 
the rezoning but wants the seat quota 
bumped up to 60–65 percent. 

But with so much media attention 
focused on the rezoning and Tuesday’s 
vote, proponents argued it was better 
to move forward now and iron out the 
issues in the future, rather than spend 
another school year bickering. 

“We have what it takes to move 
boldly forward into the uncharted ter-
ritory of bringing our distinct commu-
nities together to support great schools 
for all children,” said panel president 
David Goldsmith. “Voting ‘yes’ doesn’t 
mean that we are blind to the fact that 
we have very big work to do.”

Continued from cover

INTEGRATION

TRADITION’S NEW HOME

Call 800.745.3000 OR visit islanders.nhl.com to 
purchase tickets to the next New York Islanders game!

ISL ANDERS 
FAN OF THE WEEK

Get spotted in your NY Islanders gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Edwin James Santiago 

College Point, Queens
“I like the Islanders because they’re the best 

team. I also like their aggressive plays.”
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IN THE ZONE: Kids from Dumbo will now hear PS 307 in Vinegar Hill starting in the next 
school year. Photo by Jason Speakman

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. §Will 
match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 1/08/16. 

Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$7,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#3640

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995 $8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA COROLLA

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
14k miles, Stk#15152

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

FOR AN EVEN  B

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 
accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear 
and tear.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication 

date: 1/08/16. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995
2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$19,995
'11 ACURA MDX

48k miles, Stk#1321

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$35,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BIGGER NEW YEAR

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.



24    COURIER LIFE, JAN. 8–14, 2016 DT

New Nets and Barclays Cen-

ter owner Mikhail Prok-

horov promises to be a big 

sport and stick with the 

arena’s old community-bet-

terment programs, but skep-

tical neighbors wondered if 

the globe-trotting Russian 

billionaire — a high roller 

who spends $19,000 on lunch 

and is the 39th richest man 

in the world — will be their 

point guard for tackling 

humble quality of life is-

sues, such as noise, trash, 

and rowdy fans wizzing on 

sidewalks (“Prokhorov buys 

Barclays and Nets — neigh-

bors hope he plays ball,” on-

line Dec. 28, 2015). 

Our trusty commentariat 

dribbled the topic online:

And they say the Constitution pro-
vides the government the power of 
eminent domain against those land-
owners (here the former Atlantic 
Yards’ land owners) the government 
wants for the good of all. Now we can 
add non-citizens to the list of this ex-
panded Constitutional benefi t to de-
velopers. This ownership transfer is 
perverse, given the promises made to 
the community at the beginning by 
the now previous owner. Affordable 
housing promises broken, misrepre-
sentation in mandatory disclosure to 
the public and state agencies, failed 
construction, local business gone to 
make way for gentrifi cation, less than 
promised jobs, and a fairly great sta-
dium that runs well (Go Nets!). The 
new Brooklyn. Thanks Ratner for all 
the memories. Charles from Bklyn 

It was a wasteland for decades be-
fore Barclays. If people want quiet 
neighborhoods, they’re in the wrong 
place. Enrique from Sunset Park 

So now it’s owned by a commu-
nist? Wilma McHooters 

I assure you he is far from a com-
munist! hb from fort greene 

Is that so? Why did they just an-
nounce that the new uniforms will 
be “red”? Gail Tompkins 

Barclays Center is an asset and 
point of pride for all of Brooklyn. 
Good luck to Mr. Prokhorov on this.
 Phantom from Bay Ridge 

Billionaire oligarchs are about 
as far from communism as it gets.
 Trollerskates from 

 Moving Target 

It doesn’t matter who is owning 
the Nets or Barclays Center because 
it doesn’t change what happened in 
getting it built. Everyone still knows 
that the Nets were nothing more than 
Ratner’s Trojan Horse into just hav-
ing more space for his property. The 
only reason it got built was because 
he had great friends in high places 
just to bypass such laws. If he had to 
use Uniform Land Use Review Proce-
dure rather than the State Environ-
mental Quality Review, it would have 
been a failure to launch because his 
idea was against such city zoning 
laws. What really saved him was 
having the Empire State Develop-
ment Corporation place it on life sup-
port, otherwise it would have died 
out long ago. To quote what Frank 
Grimes said to Homer Simpson on 
how he survives on what he believes 
to be life support: “If you had to live 
in any other country, you would have 
starved to death long ago.” On a side 
note, the Nets aren’t even doing that 
good this season and neither are the 
Islanders, which means that “Hello 
Brooklyn” fl avor must of worn out, 
making them feeling like the same 
teams just wearing a different uni-
form. As for Enrique from Sunset 
Park, that area wasn’t a waste land, 
there were many people living there 
and the neighborhood would have 
had a good boon if Ratner didn’t pull 
strings by the state to use eminent do-
main to get it all razed. I know what 
that neighborhood was like because 
I actually went there, plus I actually 
met with Daniel Goldstein and the 
rest of Develop Don’t Destroy Brook-
lyn in person, compared to those who 
just attack him behind a faceless mes-
sage board and will never see some-
one like him in real life.

Tal Barzilai 

from Pleasantville, N.Y. 

Now can Marion Phillips and Joe 
Chan from Empire State Develop-
ment be fi red? You couldn’t fi nd two 
more unqualifi ed hacks. They truly 
are a disservice on a daily basis to 

the residents of Brooklyn.
Neighbor from Atlantic Ave. 

So-called. Formerly known as. 
This project was a debacle and Forest 
City Ratner Companies lived up to its 
promise. Take the money and run.
 Mom from Clinton Hill 

I understand that the old Brook-
lynites hold the Barclay’s arena near 
to their hearts. When I moved here 
last year, all the old timers were go-
ing there and thrilled with their lo-
cal teams. However you old timers 
need to understand that there are 
new people coming to town, and we 
are going to make our mark. We’ll re-
spect your Barclays’ traditions, but 
with are new, Eastern twist on them.
 Audra McDonald from DUMBO 

And where’s the money now? 
That’s what I want to know! I think 
we’re all asking that. The money is 
somewhere! Is it in the bank, or did 
they just toss it around like cheap 
candy? Mom from Clinton Hill 

The damage was done the day Rat-
ner got his eminent domain ruling. 
New owners can’t make it any better. 
Barclays Center is a blight that de-
stroyed a neighborhood and a point of 
embarrassment for all Brooklynites. 
And, if you weren’t born in Brook-
lyn, you are not, and can never be, a 
Brooklynite, and your opinion on the 
subject does not matter.

Sean F. from Bensonhurst 

The only place in that area that 
was even considered blight was the 
rail yard, not the rest of it. The op-
position was against development 
on the rail yards, they did support 
an alternative plan known as Unity, 
which was to be built by Extell De-
velopment. Despite offering triple 
the bid that Forest City Ratner Com-
panies gave, they weren’t even al-
lowed to meet with the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority at all 
because then Gov. George Pataki 
didn’t want it to be built. Let’s not for-
get that Forest City promised a lot of 
housing and jobs, but many of them 
have still yet to come. More impor-
tantly, I’m so tired of those who keep 
on blaming the opposition, especially 
Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn, for 
delays when so many of them weren’t 
even linked with such a group at all, 
thanks to actual studies from Nor-
man Oder with the Atlantic Yards 
Report. He is telling us what really 
happened, unlike professional jour-
nalists that seem to always write in 

favor of Forest City on this. Overall, 
when the promises aren’t met all I 
can just say is this, “Don’t look at me, 
I was against this project.” One other 
thing, I will always see Barclays Cen-
ter along with the rest of the Atlan-
tic Yards (now Pacifi c Park) as noth-
ing but a product of eminent domain 
abuse and corporate welfare.

Tal Barzilai 

from Pleasantville, N.Y. 

In Russia, the rich are rich by per-
mission from the government. How-
ever Proky is on public record oppos-
ing the government of Putin. Hard to 
tell if he is a proxy for the Russian 
government, which is less than dem-
ocratic. Charles from Bklyn 

The fact is that both the Chinese 
government and the Russian oli-
garch benefi t from Ratner’s theft of 
taxpayer dollars in his sleazy heist. 
What a disgrace. 

F.M. from Ft. Greene 

NYPD blues
To the editor,

This morning I watched in tears 
as the little 4-year-old son of NYPD 
Detective Joseph Lemm, who was one 
of six soldiers murdered in Afghani-
stan, was carried into St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral wearing his father’s police 
cap and badge. To grow up knowing 
that Muslim terrorists killed his dad 
will be hard to bear. 

This scene and the all-too-many 
military funerals over the past half 
century are a direct result of the pall 
of political correctness and the lack 
of fi rm leadership from the White 
House on down. Since Korea, poli-
ticians have tied the hands of our 
brave troops and have half-heartedly 
supported actions against the enemy. 
The resulting failures in our mili-
tary actions from Korea, Vietnam, 
and the Middle East have made us 
the laughing stock of the world.  

My heart goes out to the families 
and children of our forces needlessly 
killed in action while the government 
dilly-dallies in its attempt to not get 
the enemy too mad at us. 

Heaven forbid if we bolstered the 
Marines, the Army, and the Navy to 
the full pride and integrity of World 
War II levels, heading into battle to 
fl atten whatever got in our way to ac-
tually win a war.  

May God bless Detective Joseph 
Lemm’s son and daughter, and all of 
the children of our brave service men 
and women.

Robert W. Lobenstein

Marine Park

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Double dunksky! Proky nets Barclays and the Nets



COURIER LIFE, JAN. 8–14, 2016 25  DT

hen I was growing up 
on the Upper West Side, 
I was a huge sports fan, 

my mood fluctuating with 
the fortunes of the Mets and 
Knicks. On days that one of 
my teams was playing, I had 
a frisson of anticipation lift-
ing my already youthful opti-
mism.

As someone who now 
might delicately be called mid-
dle age, I often lament having 
lost that long-ago feeling of ex-
uberance and wonder at some-
thing so seemingly trivial as a 
New York Mets day game.

It occurs to me that being 
a sports fan combines a lot of 
things that make life more in-
teresting: hero worship, pa-
rochial rooting for one’s city, 
and a view of the world that 
clearly separates the winners 
from the losers.

If only life were so simple.
Thankfully, Presidential 

elections feel like the Super 
Bowl all the time. The stakes 
are extremely high, the candi-
dates ideally the best in their 
profession, and we have only 
one winner.

As the 2016 presidential 
campaign kicks into high 
gear. I rarely miss a moment 

of the televised debates, I vo-
raciously read the newspapers 
and websites devoted to poli-
tics, and I have that youthful 
feeling of unmitigated excite-
ment rising in my system.

2016 promises to be an elec-
tion season like no other. I re-
call being entranced by 2008, 
as a long-shot from Chicago 
came out of nowhere to eclipse 
the Democratic coronation of 
the first female presidential 

nominee and then electrified 
the country with his eloquent 
call for change and a more 
thoughtful America.

The horse race between Ba-
rack Obama and Hillary Clin-
ton was mesmerizing. The 
first African-American pres-
ident was perhaps the only 
thing that could jettison Hil-
lary’s path back to the White 
House. Like many Americans, 
I was moved by Obama’s back-
story as the peripatetic son of 
an African man and a Kansas 
City woman, whose drive and 
sheer intelligence vaulted him 
to Columbia and then Har-
vard Law School and then the 
U.S. Senate.

Many people say that each 
presidential election is a direct 
response to America’s frus-
trations with the previous oc-
cupant of the Oval office. Bill 
Clinton’s youthful idealism 
and Horatio Alger story was an 
antidote to the stale and failed 
ideas of George Bush senior, 
who was born on third base to 
a waspy Connecticut patrician 
who was a U.S. Senator.

Barack Obama was the an-
tithesis of George W. Bush: 
a very smart, deliberate, ar-
ticulate, cool liberal. Obama 

was against the calamitous 
Iraq War, unlike Hillary, and 
his ability to lift the country 
through his soaring rhetoric 
was a welcome change from 
the English-challenged Bush.

And now, oh boy, we have 
the 2016 primary season about 
to kick off in Iowa. There is 
something for everyone who 
has any interest in politics and 
in the future of public policy. 

On the Democratic side, 
you’ve got the presumptive 
frontrunner, Hillary Clinton, 
the link to the centrist Dems 
of the 1990s. She doesn’t scare 
Wall Street, wants to help 
Main Street, and will be an-
other historic figure if she be-
comes the first woman leader 
of the Free World.

The Republicans offer a 
lot of (less than optimal) op-
tions, from the new guard of 
the GOP (Rubio and Cruz), to 
the dynastic (Jeb!), to the mod-
erate Midwesterner (Kasich). 
New Jersey Gov. Chris Chris-
tie, who was left for dead just 
a month ago, looks revived 
because of the endorsement 
of New Hampshire’s largest 
daily newspaper. 

But then, of course, there is 
Donald Trump, the 800-pound 

gorilla of the campaign so far. 
For more than six months now, 
reports of his death have been 
greatly exaggerated. The feisty 
and fast-talking developer 
from Queens has sucked all the 
oxygen out of the race and has 
made himself the focus of a tsu-
nami of media attention. 

Like many in America 
these past few months, I can’t 
stop watching Trump. He’s a 
walking train wreck, an enter-
taining (and offensive) trash 
talker, and a showman like 
we’ve never seen on the na-
tional stage. He is so unpredict-
able that I think I sometimes 
watch him just to see what out-
rageous and crazy statement he 
will make next. It’s like watch-
ing Philip Petit on the high 
wire; just when you think he’s 
about to fall and crash to earth, 
he manages to find his balance 
and marches forward.

Like the kid who couldn’t 
wait for the next game, I’m 
now counting the days to the 
debates and primaries of 2016 
— it’s going to be a wild ride.

Tom Allon, the president of 
City & State NY, was a candi-
date for mayor in 2013. He can 
be reached at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.  

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE



26    COURIER LIFE, JAN. 8–14, 2016 DT

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

eaders: Right about now, 
you may be feeling bad 
about the resolutions 

you’ve already broken, crushed 
into a million pieces, and 
washed down with a pint of Ba-
nana Chocolate Swirl Talenti.

But there’s no need to hate 
your ice-cream-addicted, 
never-get-ahead, willpower-of-
a-gnat (who doesn’t exercise) 
self. No indeed! 

A year-long resolution is 
simply too hard! The trick is 
to clear your mind and resolve 
to spend just two hours as the 
new you. All you need is a new 
“Post-New Year’s, Two-Hours-
Only Resolution.”

It’s easy! Here’s how I did 
it. As of Jan. 4, 9:30 am, I re-re-
solved that:

breakfast, right down to the 
extra buttery toast, with the 
excuse that, “I get my best 
work done right after a satis-
fying breakfast!”

Mmm...

after you do something for 30 
days, it becomes a habit. So if 
I can just spend the next two 

hours being good, that’s like 
30 days on Mercury, right?

healthy and positive!
-

ter-slathered toast.

health! And exercise! Like, I 
am positively glad I just joined 
the gym for a full year start-

-
urday?! I’ve already wasted al-

most a week of this ridiculous 
overpriced gym filled with 
torture equipment and people 
who look like they should be 
doing Dasani ads? 

was me, walking around the 
exercise room right before 
New Years, checking it out, 
imagining me so buff I’m no 
longer about to pass out on 
63rd Street when the escalator 
isn’t working up from the F 
train (ahem, MTA). And then 
I decided, “Yes! I’ll join for the 
free January and then be stuck 
paying through the nose for the 
next 11 months.” 

-
ercisers are not “them.” They 
are me. I will become one of 
them. Hello, yoga for beginners!

-
ally any yoga beginners left, 
besides me? I remember trying 
yoga once so long ago, it was be-
fore some cynical yogi came up 
with the idea of yoga mats — 
something you have to buy to do 
something that about a billion 
people do every day who live 
on lentils. Do you suppose they 
scrimp and save so that one glo-
rious day, God willing, forget 

about replacing the dead goat, 
they can buy a yoga mat? 

pants? 
-

pid gym? Filled with sweaty 
hypocrites who can’t stop 
gulping water, wearing pants 
that cost more than a micro-
loan that could give the chil-
dren fresh goat milk every 
day and lift the entire family 
out of poverty? No way am I 
going there! For exercise, I’ll 
just start getting off the sub-
way one stop earlier.

-
calator.

my e-mails when I should be 

needs help securing his insur-
ance windfall! 

at least part of my day at my 
desk standing, since sitting is 
the new smoking.

smoking. Or even vape. Because 
vaping is the new smoking, too, 
except no one can agree if it’s 
going to kill you or just make 
someone want to kill you be-
cause you’re such a poser. 

to smell like a grape Tootsie 
Pop?

drifting off topic! I will con-
centrate on eating better, exer-
cising more, and focusing on 
my toast.

on my work! I will also read 
more books, call my relatives, 
write thank you notes and — 
OMG! Notes!

cards! 

write them first. Jeez. And put 
them in envelopes. I suppose 
you think I should find a bunch 

mean digging through the sta-
tionery drawer, which no one 
has successfully dug through 
since stamps came in a roll and 
you had to lick them. 

-
day too, you know. I’ll just say, 
“Happy Presidents Day” on 
them. It’s my personal toast to 
our presidents.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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By Bill Roundy

Midwood has a new music spot!
A fiery Latin jazz band will heat things up as 

part of a new music series at the East Midwood 
Jewish Center on Jan. 9. The concert marks a return of 
sorts for the bandleader of acclaimed Latin band Sonido 
Isleño, who organized a series of concerts at the Center a 
few years ago.

“We did a jazz series a few years ago. It was good, but it 
was just five concerts,” said Ben Lapidus, a member of the 
Jewish Center. “It’s a full-time job to promote them.” 

This time around, the Midwood guitar player will just 
be performing with his six-piece band, leaving the organiz-
ing to fellow musician and Center member Hagai Kamil.

“He really knows what he’s doing,” said Lapidus. “He’s 
done a lot to create a space that’s really conducive to per-
forming.”

The Center’s 300-person capacity Grand Ballroom 
has been restored over the last few months, receiving an 
updated stage and sound system. 

“It’s 90 percent there,” said Kamil, who organized the 
renovations. “There are some visual things I want to do to 
make it even better, but it’s a really professional set-up.”

Kamil, who owns the Brooklyn Music School in Park 
Slope, started the music series after noticing a lack of local 
family-friendly events. Several of his students had moved 
with their families to the Midwood and Ditmas Park neigh-
borhood, and were lacking in places to hear music, he said.

“The students that I have — they’re looking for events,” 
said Kamil. “They’re moving into the neighborhood and 
realize there’s nothing to do here. We have the Brooklyn 
Center [For the Performing Arts] nearby, but that’s a bigger 
venue, and much more expensive.”

Kamil used his contacts in the local music community 
to book bands, lining up monthly performers for the next 
several concerts and looking for performers who will 
appeal to the entire local community, not just the regulars 
at the Jewish Center.

“This is not for Jewish people — this is for everybody,” 
said Kamil. “I’m trying to get out of just depending on the 
synagogue crowd. We want to appeal to the community 
as a whole.”

The Latin jazz band playing on Jan. 9 is part of that 
goal. Sonido Isleño have been drawing crowds for almost 
20 years, have recorded five albums of blended Latin jazz 
and Carribbean music, and toured across the U.S., Europe, 
and South America. Lapidus says he is looking forward to 
taking the Center’s stage. 

“It’s great to be from Brooklyn, and play in Brooklyn 
and have opportunities in Brooklyn that are not just in res-
taurants or bars,” he said. “It’s a great facility and a great 
community.”

Ben Lapidus and Sonido Isleño at the East Midwood 
Jewish Center [1625 Ocean Ave. between Avenues K and L 
in Midwood, (718) 338–3800, www.emjc.org]. Jan. 9 at 6:30 
pm. $25 ($20 seniors, children free). 

New music series hits the 
E. Midwood Jewish Center

Latin launch: Ben Lapidus, of 
the Latin jazz band Sonido 
Isleño, will perform with 
the rest of the six-piece 
on Jan. 9, in the recently-
restored Grand Ballroom of 
the East Midwood Jewish 
Center. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Center’s 
stage
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By Colin Mixson

Turn your head and laugh.
A new musical com-

edy belting its way onto a 
Williamsburg stage will poke fun 
at the American health care system 
with songs and a healthy dose of 
satire. The title character in “Dr. 
Glassheart,” opening on Jan. 14 at 
the Brick Theater, is a thinly-veiled 
caricature of prominent snake oil 
salesmen, says the show’s writer.

“It started off as a musical 
expose about being able to laugh 
at our health-care system through 
the point of view of this doctor, 
and he’s sort of a Doctor Oz meets 
Gary Null meets Sanjay Gupta,” 
said Bushwick playwright Jason 
Trachtenburg. “He’s clean, he’s well 
presented, but he does offer some 
questionable medical advice.”

The play follows the unorthodox 
career of the titular Dr. Glassheart as 
he romances his nurse and provides 
unsound medical advice to his hap-
less patients, including one “Rico 
from Puerto Rico,” who seeks treat-
ment for shell shock following tours 
in Vietnam and the Persian Gulf. 
Rico soon finds that Dr. Glassheart 
offers only bad medicine.

“The doctor has no advice what-
soever to offer Rico,” said the play-
wright. “He’s losing touch with 
reality. He’s having flashbacks to 
his internship, he dreams of being 
a singer-songwriter, and he falls 
asleep during every session he has 
with Rico.”

Soon, Rico from Puerto Rico 

realizes he must solve his own prob-
lems, a message Trachtenburg hopes 
rubs off on his audience.

“That’s the message of all mes-
sages, it’s up to us to heal our-
selves,” he said. 

That said, “heal thyself” is not 
a serious prescription for audience 
members with a medical emergency. 

“We’ll put a disclaimer on the 
program that this show is not a sub-
stitute for actual medical help, and 
we cannot be held responsible for 
any medical advice given during the 
show,” said Trachtenburg.

The author has performed with 
the jazz band Pendulum Swings and 

with his family in the indie-rock act 
the Trachtenburg Family Slideshow 
Players, but decided to take a more 
traditional musical approach for the 
play’s 10 songs.

“They’re very show tune-y
in a Cole Porter, Rodgers and 
Hammerstein kind of way,” said 
Trachtenburg. “And I know that’s a 
big market in New York City, I don’t 
care what anybody says.”

“Dr. Glassheart” at the Brick 
Theater [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 907-
6189, www.bricktheater.com]. Jan. 14 
at 8 pm and Jan. 16 at 11 pm. $18.

By Allegra Hobbs

It is the romance of the nerds.
A group of girl geeks will 

unveil a collection of nerdy love 
stories next week, telling tales of 
romance, sex, and dating from a pre-
viously unheard female perspective 
— women who pledge allegiance to 
Tolkien, science-fiction shows, and 
comic books. But the writers of “The 
Secret Loves of Geek Girls,” which 
launches at Dumbo’s Powerhouse 
Arena on Jan. 11, say the anthology 
is also a love letter to fandom, and 
the way it celebrates devotion to pop 
culture.

“Whatever you’re obsessed with 
is a good thing and is celebrated,” 
said Crystal Skillman, a Boerum Hill 
playwright who will speak at the 
book launch. “That’s what geek cul-
ture means to me.”

In the book, Skillman shares 
her story of falling for her husband, 

comic book writer Fred Van Lente, 
and subsequently falling for the fun-
filled, ultra-inclusive world of comic 
book nerds. 

Among the book’s contributors 
is famed sci-fi novelist Margaret 
Atwood, who contributed a hand-
drawn comic about discovering both 
comic books and boys at a young 
age, plus a humorous take on her 
early misadventures in dating. The 
anthology’s collisions of romance and 
nerdom — told in both prose and 
comic form, and spanning all ages 
and orientations — include tales of 
finding love at a gaming convention 
and incorporating fan obsessions in 
the bedroom. 

The collection — like the world 
of geeks itself — is a way for women 
who share niche interests to meet 
over their obsessions and talk about 
love with others who understand their 
perspective, said Skillman.

“I think it’s the kind of book that 
you pick up and you don’t feel alone,” 
she said.

“The Secret Loves of Geek Girls” 
book launch at Powerhouse Arena 
[37 Main St. between Water and 
Front streets in Dumbo, (718) 666–
3049, www.powerhousearena.com]. 
Jan. 11, 7–9 pm. Free.

By Lauren Gill

This band is Balkan 
up!

Park Slope’s 
ornate Grand Prospect 
Hall will shake with the 
rollicking sounds of the 
Balkans on Jan. 15 and 16. 
Brooklyn’s own  Raya Brass 
Band  will be among the 
60 vibrant outfits perform-
ing on the four stages of 
the Golden Festival, and the 
band’s accordion player says 
that six-piece is charged up 
to play for its hometown 
audience.

“It’s definitely one of the 
more exciting gigs of the 
year for us because every-
one’s a fan and they know 
us,” said Matthew “Max” 
Fass, of Prospect Heights. 

This year marks the 31st 
incarnation of the festi-
val — a yearly institution 
thrown by local band Zlatne 
Uste  — and the seventh 
time Raya Brass Band has 
played the raucous gather-
ing. The group has played 
Golden Festival every year 
since it formed in 2008, 
during a week of music, 
singing, and dancing les-
sons (and all-night extrava-
ganzas) at a Balkan camp in 
the Catskills. 

The brass, percussion, 
and accordion combo began 
as a pan-Balkan wedding 
and dance band, playing tra-
ditional music from across 
southeastern Europe. About 
three years ago, says Fass, 
the members started com-

posing their own original 
tunes in the Balkan style. 
They still play eight to 12 
wedding a year and meet 
plenty of colorful characters 
along the way, said Fass.

“The people who hire a 
roving Balkan brass band 
for their wedding are going 
to be interesting people,” 
he said. 

The lively group will 
play on both Friday and 
Saturday nights of the festi-
val, which will also feature 
acts from across the world, 
including Turkish band 
Dolunay, brass band Black 
Masala and New Orleans-
fusion outfit Blato Zato. 

But the audience is the 
most important part of the 
event, said Fass, who claims 
that the hordes of dancers 
is what makes the music so 
special. 

“What I like about 
Balkan music is that it’s 
more than just the music 
— it’s about communi-
ty involvement,” he said. 
“Often when these Balkan-
style wedding bands are 
playing, many people know 
the dances — and the danc-
ing and the music are very 
strongly interlinked.” 

Golden Festival at Grand 
Prospect Hall [263 Prospect 
Ave. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
788–0777, www.grand-
prospect.com]. Jan. 15, 7 
pm–12:30 am; $35. Jan. 16,  
6 pm–2 am; $55. $80 for both 
nights.

Raya Brass Band to shine 
at Balkan music festival

New musical needles health-care industry 

A bit horny: Raya Brass Band will put on two high-energy perfor-
mances at the Golden Festival on Jan. 15 and 16. April Renae 

The quack and the dead: “Dr. Glassheart,” a musical comedy about an incompetent doc-
tor, will start at the Brick Theater on Jan. 14. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

All about 
that brass

DOCTOR’S NOTES

Get her to the geek

Geek love: Writers Crystal Skillman and 
Kristen Gudsnuk will read from the new 
book about nerdy romance. April Renae 
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ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue
See our menu at:
www.AtlasSteak.com

Saxophone Night
Fridays
live music 
starts 7pm

Hours 
Monday–Wednesday, 5–10:30pm
Thursday–Sunday, 4–11:30pm

Brunch Hours 
Coming Soon

  LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

B8BQ

Gift Certificates 
Now 

Available

Transportation

Hear all about us on Brooklyn Paper Radio 
every Monday afternoon from 4:30-5:30

NOW SERVING
PIZZA
– Featuring

Our Famous 200 Year Old
Recipe!!

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$26.95*$16.75 $21.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$31.00*
$29.00
$32.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York
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Word’s pick: “We Are All Completely 
Beside Ourselves” by Karen Joy 
Fowler

As a social experiment, 
Rosemary’s parents raise her 
alongside a chimp named 
Fern. Rosemary grows up 
feeling like Fern is her twin 
sister and is devastated 
when Fern becomes vio-
lent and is taken away. 
Rosemary is affected 
by the experiment and 
has constant feelings of 
abandonment through-
out her life. It is a highly 
unusual and engaging novel — 
and the best book I read in 2015. 

— Anna Will, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.
com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: “The 
Turner House” by Angela Flournoy 

The Turner family home, 
on the east side of Detroit, 
still stands. It is vacant and 
the family’s 13 children 
must decide what happens 
to their former home. Their 
mother has moved to the 
suburbs to live with the 
eldest child while the 
youngest child has been 
evicted from her apart-
ment and returns to the 
vacant house. “The 
Turner House” takes 
up questions of physical, emo-
tional, and cultural inheritance.

— Jarrod Annis, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbook-
store.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Vanishing Point” by David Markson

Sophocles was killed by 
a grape. T.S. Eliot had a 
fear of cows. Elie Wiesel’s 
advance on “Night” was 
$100. David Markson’s 
“Vanishing Point” is an 
assemblage of facts, fig-
ures, quotes, and con-
jectures, orchestrated by 
the protagonist “author,” 
who just wants to be 
left out. Part novel, 
part catalogue of his-
torical profundity and 
punditry, Markson’s penulti-
mate book is an ode to the archived interests of 
a life lived through literature.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Dennis Lynch

This show is more than skin-
deep!

A group of tattoo and graf-
fiti artists have exchanged their usual 
flesh and brick canvases in favor of 
tiny water towers and billboards. The 
hand-painted miniature models from 
Boundless Brooklyn will be on display 
in the “Tat It Up” show at Grumpy 
Bert, opening on Jan. 8. The show 
gives the artists a rare chance to display 
their work in a gallery setting, said one 
of the show’s curators. 

“I’m a big fan of tattoo art and we 
thought it would be cool to have tat-
too artists showcase their artistry on 
something other than on skin,” said 
Bushwick painter and curator Mary 
Damian. “When you look at their web-
sites, they all have incredible paintings 
and illustrations so we thought, ‘Let’s 
give them a chance to showcase that.’ ”

The show is a homecoming of sorts 
for Boundless Brooklyn, which pro-
duces assemble-it-yourself model kits 
of Brooklyn’s iconic skyline features,  
including water towers, billboards,  
and  a mini-Kentile Floors sign . More 
than 100 stores worldwide sell the 
kits, and some of the water towers 
are visible  on the set of “The Late 
Show with Stephen Colbert.”  Founders 
and Brooklynites David Shulman and 
Terance Arjo have held gallery shows 
of their decorated models in the city’s 
other boroughs, as well as in Chicago, 
Montreal, and Dublin, but the show at 
Grumpy Bert will be the first in the 
borough that inspired the business.

The owner of the Grumpy Bert 
store and gallery, a long-term fan of 
Boundless Brooklyn, said the show has 
been a long time coming.

“We’ve been carrying their prod-
ucts since they first started,” said 
Grumpy Bert’s owner and namesake, 
Albert Chau. “We threw around the 
idea of a show a lot but the timing 
was never right. So when it was, we 
decided to go for it.”

Damian booked 14 ink-slinging 
artists for the show, most of them from 
Brooklyn, including “Ink Masters” 
reality show contestant and Park Slope 
tattoo parlor owner Cris Element. 
Each artist painted a small canvas and 
a Boundless Brooklyn model water 
tower or billboard.

Damian has done shows with 

Boundless Brooklyn before, including 
a live painting session at the 2015 New 
York Comic-Con, and said the shows 
gave a major publicity boost to her and 
the other artists involved. She hopes 
the Grumpy Bert show will do the 
same for this new crop of artists.

“[Shulman and Arjo] opened up a 
lot for up-and-coming artists, so we 
wanted to give back and say thanks,” 
she said. “The artists got really cre-
ative and for those who don’t have the 
same exposure as others, hopefully it’s 
their time to shine.”

“Tat It Up” at Grumpy Bert [82 
Bond St. between State Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Boerum Hill, (347) 
855–4849, www.grumpybert.com]. 
Opening on Jan. 8 at 7 pm. Free. Show 
runs through Jan. 31. 

By Dennis Lynch

Happy weekend, Bay Ridge! We 
are hitting the ground running 
in 2016. But in this new year, 

some things are still the same — plenty 
of chances to catch live music!

On Friday night, ease into the week-
end with low-key acoustic classics from 
local favorites Max Christopher Trio at 
Lock Yard (9221 Fifth Ave. between 
92nd and 94th streets) at 9 pm.

Still have a Christmas tree drop-
ping needles in your living room? 
Haul it down to Owl’s Head Park 
(enter on 68th Street between Narrows 
Avenue and Bliss Terrace) between 
10 am and 2 pm on Saturday for the 
Parks Department’s biggest party — 
MulchFest! Sacrifice an evergreen fire 
hazard to the wood chipper and get 
a free bag of mulch in return! The 
mulching mania continues on Sunday, 
same mulch-time, same mulch-place.

You deserve a treat after doing your 
environmental duty, and you have two 

options on Saturday night. Option one: 
You can head to Greenhouse Café 
(7717 Third Ave. between 77th and 
78th streets) at 10 pm to catch Head 
Over Heels, one of the neighborhood’s 
best wedding and party bands. The 

Greenhouse serves dinner until mid-
night, but whether you cool your heels 
at the bar or grab a table, you can still 
get a view of the band.

Option two is further down Third 
Avenue, where New Jersey cover band 
Rule Thirty Five will play its first 
show at the Wicked Monk (9510 Third 
Ave. between 95th and 96th streets) 
at 11 pm. It ain’t easy to break into 
the Wicked Monk’s weekend rota-
tion, so expect these rockers from the 
Springsteen State to be at the top of 
their game.

All that imbibing may leave you 
in need of some healing holy music 
on Sunday. Make a pilgrimage to 
the Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd (7420 Fourth Ave. between 
74th Street and Bay Ridge Parkway) 
at 3 pm to hear the Grace Chorale 
of Brooklyn perform selections from 
Johann Sebastian Bach’s soothing 
“Christmas Oratorio.” Tickets are $15 
at the door.

Tattoo artists paint mini water towers

In his element: Park Slope tattoo artist Cris Element painted a canvas and Boundless 
Brooklyn water tower for the “Tat It Up!” show at Grumpy Bert, along with more than a 
dozen other tattoo and graffiti artists. Photo by Louise Wateridge

THE INK TANK
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A new play about the impact of war on women
Directed by

Stephen Stahl
Written & Performed by
Susanne Sulby

Lion Theatre, Theatre Row, 410 W. 42nd St.
Telecharge.com - 212-239-6200

SanctuaryThePlay.com

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT - JAN 3 - 23
One war is like another.

Is it possible to stop the cycle? If only we could find...

ABOUT ME
I live in Brooklyn and although my background is in design and construction, I now 
provide in-depth psychic and medium readings for clients all over the world. I gained 
my gifts almost 20 years ago. I am compassionate to what you are going through. I 
have struggled with many health issues and heartache, but I always keep a positive 
attitude. Along with my inspirational readings, I also host Sicilian Cooking classes!

ABOUT MY READINGS
My abilities are God given and are used to help others achieve inner peace, joy 
and solutions for their highest good. I hear voices, feel energy and see pictures 
that answer concerns. My Spirit Guides and those crossed over speak to me. The 
information is always given honestly, directly, accurately and with love to whomever 
seeks my help. Whether it is in person or over the phone, with just your fi rst name I 
can help you fi nd happiness.

ABOUT MY COOKING CLASSES
Learn how to cook hands-on Sicilian dishes with your friends and family.  Get a 
group of 6-7 together and let the fun begin.  Enjoy an Italian family style dinner 
which you create.  It is topped off with dessert and a one question reading.  You 
leave with recipes, full, question answered and happy!

PSYCHIC & MEDIUM

KATHLEEN 
AVINO

CALL ME FOR AN APPOINTMENT: PRIVATE READING OR A PRIVATE PARTY
CELL 516.225.8054 VISIT www.kathleenavino.com EMAIL kathleenavino@gmail.com

Meet Kathleen the last Wednesday of every month for your personal reading at

 
7717 3rd Avenue, Bayridge, Brooklyn, New York 11209

Hope to meet you! 
CALL 516.225.8054 FOR MORE INFORMATION AND PRICES

GREAT GIFT IDEA – Buy a Friend a Reading

DINER & RESTAURANT
1619 86TH ST • BROOKLYN, NY • 718-331-2221

ENJOY BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER & COCKTAILS • OPEN 24 HOURS

from 
everyone

   At

Enjoy a

FREE
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)

FREE PARKING ON PREMISES
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

RATED #1 
DINER IN BROOKLYN

BY THE DAILY NEWS

2

BrooklynCenter.org 
Box Office: 718-951-4500

Supported by: 

Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College
Train to Flatbush Avenue  On-site paid parking available
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Tickets: $20 

STEP AFRIKA!
Sat, Jan 23, 2016 at 2pm

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, JAN 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. ORLANDO 
MAGIC: $25–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

MON, JAN 11
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. SAN ANTO-
NIO SPURS: $35–
$4,000. 7:30 pm

TUE, JAN 12
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. COLUM-
BUS BLUE JACKETS: 
$40–$1,250. 7 pm..

WED, JAN 13
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. NEW YORK 
KNICKS: $45–$4,000. 
7:30 pm.

THU, JAN 14
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. NEW 
YORK RANGERS: $79–
$3,000. 7 pm..

FRI, JAN 15
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PORTLAND 
TRAIL BLAZERS: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN 16
SPORTS, DEONTAY 

WILDER VS. ARTUR SZ-
PILKA: A heavyweight 
championship bout. 
$29–$450. Time TBD.

SUN, JAN 17
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. VAN-
COUVER CANUCKS: 
$70–$1,750. 4 pm.

WED, JAN 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. CLEVELAND 
CAVALIERS: $69–
$4,000. 7:30 pm.

THU, JAN 21
MUSIC, KYGO: With Mo 

and Conrad Swell. $35–
$85. 8 pm.

FRI, JAN 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. UTAH JAZZ: 
$20–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: $90–
$2,500. 7:30 pm.

SUN, JAN 24
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. OKLAHOMA 
CITY THUNDER: $45–
$4,000. 3:30 pm.

MON, JAN 25
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. DETROIT 
RED WINGS: $55–
$1,500. 7 pm.

TUE, JAN 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MIAMI HEAT: 
$25–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, JAN 27
MUSIC, MUSE: $45–$75. 

7:30 pm.

MON, FEB 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DETROIT 
PISTONS: $45–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, FEB 2
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. MIN-
NESOTA WILD: $55–
$1,500. 7 pm.

WED, FEB 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. INDIANA 
PACERS: $25–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, JAN. 8
ART, “CONEY ISLAND”: 

Painter Frank Morrison 
exhibits his works inspired 
by the historic Brooklyn 
neighborhood. Free. 2–7 
pm. House of Art Gal-
lery [408 Marcus Garvey 
Blvd between Halsey 
and Macon streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (347) 
663–8195], www.hoagal-
lery.com. 

READING, SARAH CEN-
TRELLA: The creator 
of the powerful eight-
step method for success 
launches “Hustle Believe 
Receive,” which features 
52 inspiring stories of ful-
fi llment. Free. 7 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

DANCE, EXCOGNITO 
DANCE FESTIVAL — 
MIXED PROGRAM: Three 
dance companies perform 
a mixed program. $35. 
7:30 pm. Actor’s Fund 
Center (160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Smith and 
Hoyt streets in Downtown), 
www.excognitodance.com. 

MUSIC, OKKYUNG LEE 
RESIDENCY: Three nights 
of concerts featuring 
experimental cellist Ok-
kyung Lee, featuring fellow 
musicians Chris Corsano, 
Ches Smith, Mat Maneri, 
Stephan Crump as well as 
the dancer Michelle Boulé. 
$15 ($12 in advance). 8 pm. 
Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

MUSIC, ‘NUF SAID: Free. 9 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-
live. 

MUSIC, SEAN KERSHAW 
AND THE NEW JACK 
RAMBLERS TRIBUTE TO 
ELVIS: Sean Kershaw, 
known as the Coney Island 
Cowboy, and his New Jack 
Ramblers pay tribute to 
the King on his birthday. 
Suzette Sundae and the 
Lovelifes perform the 
opening set. Free. 9 pm–
midnight. Red Hook Bait & 
Tackle [320 Van Brunt St. 
at Pioneer Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 451–4665], 
www.redhookbaitand-
tackle.com. 

SAT, JAN. 9
MUSIC, ENSEMBLE PAMP-

LEMOUSSE: $15 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Jack (505 
Waverly Ave. between Ful-
ton Street and Atlantic Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org.

DANCE, LOUD HOUND 
MOVEMENT: The Brook-
lyn dance company 
performs as part of the 
Excognito Dance Festival. 
$30. 8:30 pm. Actor’s Fund 
Center (160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Smith and 
Hoyt streets in Downtown), 
www.excognitodance.com. 

MUSIC, CLIFTON ANDER-
SON: Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
programs/bamcafe-live. 

NIGHTLIFE, BE CUTE 
BROOKLYN: “Be Cute” is 

a dance party for out-there 
folks that like to shake it 
on the dance fl oor. With 
Matty Beats and Horror-
chata. $5. 11 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

FAMILY SHABBAT: An inter-
active sermon using all fi ve 
senses to express the joy 
of Shabbat. With musical 
shakers for all. Free. 10 am. 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
[8025 Fourth Ave. between 
80th and 81st streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
3103], www.brjc.org. 

FORT GREENE COMMU-
NITY RESOURCE FAIR: 
Learn about the resources 
available to Fort Greene 
residents, including job 
opportunities, health ser-
vices, social services, and 
domestic violence preven-
tion. Free. 11 am–3 pm. In-
gersoll Community Center 
[177 Myrtle Ave. at Prince 
Street in Fort Greene, (212) 
788–2405], www.nyc.gov/
domesticviolence. 

SURVIVAL WORKSHOP: 
Urban Park Rangers teach 
outdoor skills like mak-
ing a fi re, building shelter, 
and fi nding clean drinking 
water. Recommended for 
children 8 and older. Free. 
1 pm. Park House [43rd 
Street at Seventh Avenue 
at E. 33rd Street in Sun-
set Park, (718) 421–2021], 
www.nycgovparks.og. 

ART, “ROIL” AND “WHITE 
SHOES” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: Two exhibits at 
the Smack Mellon gallery. 
“Roil” is a video projection 
that evokes the building’s 
history as a steam plant. 
“White Shoes” is a photo 
exhibit of spaces in New 
York City that are associ-
ated with slavery. Free. 
5–8 pm. Smack Mellon [92 
Plymouth St. at Washing-
ton Street in DUMBO, (718) 
834–8761], www.smack-
mellon.org. 

ART, “ISLANDS THAT AP-
PROACH ALONE” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: A solo 
exhibit of drawings and 

sculptures of organic 
fi gures by Molly Valen-
tine Dierks. Free. 6–10 
pm. Guddahl Gallery (362 
Columbia St. between 
Seabring and Commerce 
streets in Red Hook), www.
guddahlgallery.com. 

READING, MICHAEL IAN 
BLACK: Actor and come-
dian Michael Ian Black dis-
cusses his new book, a col-
lection of personal essays, 
“Navel Gazing: True Tales 
Bodies Mostly Mine.” Free. 
7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacifi c 
and Dean streets in Cob-
ble Hill, (718) 875–3677], 
www.bookcourt.org. 

ART, “ANAMORPHOSIS” 
OPENING RECEPTION: A 
psychogeographic video 
and photo installation that 
seeks to make visible the 
physical and social lines 
that divide and connect a 
community. Free. 7–9 pm. 
Open Source Gallery [306 
17th St. at Sixth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (646) 279–
3969], www.open-source-
gallery.org. 

SUN, JAN. 10
THEATER, “A BOOK OF 

HOURS”: This larger-than-
life story leads children 
through familiar daily 
events using favorite nurs-
ery rhymes and songs to 
tell the story, along with 
surprising treasures, pup-
pets, and discoveries. $15 
($12 for children). 10 am 
and 11:15 am. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org.

DANCE, JOSHUA BEAMISH 
MOVE THE COMPANY: 
The dance company per-
forms as part of the Ex-
cognito Dance Festival. 
$30. 7:30 pm. Actor’s Fund 
Center (160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Smith and 
Hoyt streets in Downtown), 
www.excognitodance.com. 

ART, “ISLANDS THAT AP-
PROACH ALONE”: A 
solo exhibit of drawings 

and sculptures of organic 
fi gures by Molly Valen-
tine Dierks. Free. 10 am–7 
pm. Guddahl Gallery (362 
Columbia St. between 
Seabring and Commerce 
streets in Red Hook), www.
guddahlgallery.com. 

READING, “I CAN BE A SU-
PERHERO”: Fiona Smart 
introduces her book about 
an animated girl who dis-
covers what she can be-
come using just her imagi-
nation. RSVP requested. 
Free. 11:30 am. Power-
House on 8th [1111 Eighth 
Ave. between 11th and 
12th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

WOODWORKING: Urban 
rangers teach you how to 
create at a birdhouse from 
recycled materials. Recom-
mended for tweens and 
teens. Participants chosen 
by lottery. Free. 1 pm. Salt 
Marsh Nature Center [3302 
Avenue U in Marine Park, 
(718) 421–2021]. 

COMEDY, HARRY POTTER 
IMPROVISED: A team of 
improv comics invent an 
untold story of the boy 
wizard’s time at Hogwarts. 
$5. 6:30 pm. Experiment 
Comedy Gallery (20 Broad-
way at Kent Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.theex-
comedy.com.

FUND RAISER, BENEFIT FOR 
THE FAMILY OF TAMIR 
RICE: A night of poetry, 
music, dance, and visual 
art, with benefi ts going to 
the Tamir Rice Memorial 
Fund. $10–$30. 7 pm. Jack 
(505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org. 

COMEDY, LIAM MCE-
NEANEY ALBUM RE-
CORDING: The comedian 
records his new album, 
with appearances by Colin 
Jost and Dave Hill. $8. 7:30 
pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

FILM, THE MUPPET VAULT 
— STAR WARS: A screen-
ing of the “Star Wars” 
episode of the “Muppet 
Show,” along with rare 
Sesame Street clips related 
to the space opera. $8. 
7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

MON, JAN. 11
COMEDY, “ASK ME AN-

OTHER” WITH GEORGE 
TAKEI: The “Star Trek” 
star is a guest on this radio 
trivia show hosted by Oph-
ira Eisenberg. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

Knick at night: The Brooklyn Nets will take on a little-known 
team from the distant isle of Manhattan on Jan. 13 at Barclays 
Center. Associated Press / Kathy Willens

Lounge lizards: In the play “Glory of the World,” opening 
on Jan. 16 at BAM, a group of 17 men gather to drink beer, 
celebrate the 100th birthday of the mystic poet and Catholic 
monk Thomas Merton, and consider what means to be a man.
 Bill Brymer
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“MARLO THOMAS DELIVERS ONE OF THE FUNNIEST 
AND MOST TOUCHING PERFORMANCES IN YEARS!” 

Joan Hamburg, WABC Radio

“THOMAS AND MULLAVEY NAIL LAUGHS AND REGISTER HEARTACHES. 
JOE DiPIETRO IS A KEEN HUMORIST WHO ‘GETS’ THIS THING CALLED LOVE.” 

Roma Torre, NY1

“A FUN NIGHT!” 

Hoda Kotb, The Today Show

“A COMEDY GEM. 

YOU WON’T STOP LAUGHING!” 
Showbiz411

Joan Hamburg, WABC Rad

by

TRO
directed by

DAVID SAINJOE D

GOOD OLD-FASHIONED ENTERTAINMENT! 
A THROWBACK TO THE BROADWAY COMEDIES OF THE 1960’S. 
MARLO THOMAS GIVES AN EMOTIONALLY AUTHENTIC AND TOUCHING PERFORMANCE.

Charles Isherwood,  

“

” 

(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd, Brooklyn, NY

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME

The Doo Wop Project
Celtic Fire

The State Ballet Theatre 
of Russia

Swingfully Yours

Memoria Antigua 
Flamenco

American Showstoppers

…and more!
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TUES, JAN. 12
ART, “BROOKLYN AFTER-

NOONS”: Individuals with 
memory loss and their care 
partners are invited to join 
the Brooklyn Museum each 
month for conversations 
about art. The program is 
free, but space is limited 
and registration is re-
quired. $10 per family. 2–4 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 501–6229], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

TALK, JUDGE JACK WEIN-
STEIN AND MICHAEL 
WALDMAN: Judge Wein-
stein of the Eastern District 
of New York,  one of the 
longest-sitting judges 
on the federal bench, 
discusess his career and 
role in “Brown v. Board of 
Education.” $10. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

READING, HELLEN ELLIS: 
Ellis reads from her novel 
“American Housewife,” 
which features murderous 
ladies who lunch, celebrity 
treasure hunters, and the 
best bra fi tter south of the 
Mason-Dixon line. Free. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

“SWEET SOUR SALTY BIT-
TER UMAMI”: Historic 
gastronomist Sara Lohman 
explores the “fi fth taste” 
of umami with a fi ve-

course dinner and discus-
sion. $75. 7:30 pm. The 
Farm on Adderley [1108 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (718) 
287–3101], www.thefar-
monadderley.com. 

WED, JAN. 13
THEATER, A DRINKING 

GAME NYC PRESENTS 
“HOOK”: Talented actors 
perform the cult classic 
“Hook” for a live audience, 
all of whom have to take 
a drink when they hear 
the buzzwords! $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, THE TRIALS OF 
PATRICIA ISASA — AN 
OPERA IN TWO ACTS: A 
performed reading of this 
opera about Argentine 
architect and human rights 
activist Patricia Isasa, who 
was “disappeared” by the 
military junta that ruled Ar-
gentina in the late 1970s. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

THURS, JAN. 14
SENIOR TAI-CHI: Free Tai-

Chi class for seniors. Free. 
11 am. Park Slope Senior 
Center [463A Seventh St. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 832–3726]. 

TALK, KEVIN POWELL: The 
activist and author of “The 
Education of Kevin Powell: 

A Boy’s Journey into Man-
hood” muses on surviving 
racism and poverty. Free. 6 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, “MORTIFIED”: Co-
medians share their most 
embarrassing childhood 
artifacts (journals, letters, 
poems, lyrics, plays, home 
movies, art) with others, 
in order to reveal stories 
about their lives. $10 ($5 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

FILM, “UNHOLY ROLLERS”: 
A screening of the 1972 
roller-derby fl ick about 
bad-ass skaters. The after-
party will have beer from 
the Bronx Brewery, trivia, 
and prizes. $15. 9:30 pm. 
Nitehawk Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

FRI, JAN. 15
FILM, “FREEDOM ON MY 

MIND”: Part of BAM’s “Se-
nior Citizen Lineup,” this 
1994 documentary tells 
the story of the Mississippi 
voter registration struggles 
of 1961 and 1964. Free for 
those 65 and older. 10 am. 
BAM Rose Cinemas [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Lafayatte Avenue and Han-
son Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100], www.
bam.org. 

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
SUSHI SHABBAT: Join 
young professionals in 
their 20s and 30s as they 
begin 2016 with fl avor-
ful kosher sushi options 
along with enjoyable com-
pany. $15. 6:30 pm. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

“LEGEND HAS IT”: A play for 
kids age 8 and older, which 
takes place in a fantasy 
world full of goblins, wiz-
ards, swords and magic. 
The young hero of the 
story is literally pulled from 
the audience and his or her 
decisions decide the tra-
jectory of the entire show. 
$18. 7 pm. BAM Kids [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4129], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, ONAJE ALLAN 
GUMBS’ TRIO PLUS: Free. 
9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafay-

ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-
live. 

SAT, JAN. 16
THEATER, “THE GLORY OF 

THE WORLD”: This play 
by Charles Mee observes 
as 17 male friends gather 
to celebrate the birthday 
of Catholic monk Thomas 
Merton, author of “The 
Seven Storey Mountain.” 
$30. 7:30 pm. BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. 
at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, ONAJE ALLAN 
GUMBS AND NEW VIN-
TAGE: Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
programs/bamcafe-live. 

FREE FAMILY DAY AT 

WYCKOFF FARMHOUSE: 
Wyckoff Farmhouse hosts 
a day of kid-friendly tours, 
hands-on activities, scav-
enger hunts, and more. 
Special activities for kids 
younger than 10 before 2 
pm. Free. 1–4pm. Wyck-
off House Museum [5816 
Clarendon Rd. at E. 59th 
Street in Canarsie, (718) 
629–5400]. 

TALK, “ACTIVATING YOUR 
ACTIVISM — COLLAGE 
CRITIQUE”: Artist and 
archivist Kameelah Janan 
Rasheed guides people in 
using found images and 
text to create a collage 
that imagines a better fu-
ture. Presented in conjunc-
tion with the “Agitprop!” 
exhibit. $16 (includes 
museum admission). 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 
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AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Turn-around victories con-
tinue to elude Bedford Acad-
emy.

The Panthers boys’ basket-
ball team is in its fi rst year 
in the Public School Athletic 
League’s Brooklyn AA divi-
sion — possibly the best in all 
New York City — after years of 
title contention in the A Divi-
sion. The undersized team has 
been on the cusp of beating 
divisional opponents such as 
South Shore, Lincoln, Boys & 
Girls, and Brooklyn Collegiate 
this year, but it keeps fall-
ing short. And the trend con-
tinued in a 76–65 loss to Ken-
nedy at the Cardozo Classic 
in Queens on Jan 2. The team 
has to step up to keep pace in 
a more competitive league, its 
coach said.

“We got to get a little 
tougher,” said Bedford head 
coach Robert Phelps. “In the 
A Division you might have 
one or two good players. In the 
AA you have fi ve, plus two or 

three more on the bench. This 
is a great experience for us. 
We are getting better and we 
just have to keep competing.”

The Panthers squad, which 
has yet to win a league game, 
came out of the gate fast in the 
fi rst quarter, going on a 7–0 
run to take a fi ve-point lead 
over Kennedy. But the Knights 
turned up the defensive pres-
sure in the quarter’s fi nal two 
minutes, when coach Johnny 
Mathis switched to a press 
that resulted in a 9–0 run and 
a 15–12 lead.

Bedford’s small size hurt 
it on the boards in the second 
quarter — Kennedy consis-
tently snatched second-chance 
opportunities off of offensive 
rebounds. The Panthers team 
made up for a lack in size in its 
transition game and took a 29–
28 lead heading into halftime.

After the break, Kennedy 
senior guard Justin Batiz con-
tributed seven points to a 9–2 
run. The team out-scored Bed-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Bishop Loughlin has proven 
it can rally a comeback win — 
just not without its top players.

The school’s boys’ basket-
ball team snatched last-min-
ute victories from Long Island 
Lutheran and Christ the King 
earlier this season, but Lough-
lin couldn’t pull a fast one on 
Archbishop Molloy with its 
two best players on the bench 
for much of the game. The Li-
ons led by 12 in the fi rst quar-
ter, but the team could not 
erase an eight-point defi cit in 
the game’s fi nal three min-
utes and gave up a 67–63 road 
loss to the Stanners in Brook-
lyn-Queens boys’ basketball 
on Dec. 5. The team missed a 
chance to move into fi rst place 

in its division.
Guard Markquis Nowell 

(12 points) played just the fi rst 
fi ve minutes in the second half 
after spraining an already in-
jured ankle, and Keith Wil-
liams, who had 11 of his 14 
points in the fi rst half, fouled 
out late in the fourth.

“We usually run off of 
them,” said sophomore guard 
Jordan Thomas, who scored 
12 of his 13 points in the sec-
ond half. “They are our main 
players. It was hard to distrib-
ute the ball. It was a lesson to 
be learned.”

Nowell, who has fought 
through injuries before, 
wanted to stay in the game, but 
coach Ed Gonzalez decided to 
pull him in the interest of his 

long-term health — even if it 
meant potentially sacrifi cing 
a victory, the coach said.

“He would have played,” 
he said. “He would have fi n-
ished it. He would have won 
the game, but I have to think 
about him.”

And Williams, who sparked 
a rally from 12 points down 
in the fourth quarter against 
Christ the King, didn’t play up 
to Gonzalez’s expectations.

“He’s supposed to step up 
like he did the other day,” 
Gonzalez said. “The other day 
he was phenomenal.”

Gonzalez’s club roared to a 
14–2 lead in the fi rst quarter, 
but turnovers led to Molloy 
fast-break points. The Stan-

Continued on page 37

Continued on page 37

• ‘What I saw was guys 
taking steps towards the 
fight.’

• ‘We had to pull 
through … and we 
didn’t.’

— Pirates coach Kevin Willard 
on game turnaround

— Jordan Thomas on Loughlin loss

TAKING FLIGHT: Bedford senior guard Anthony Munson soars to the hoop.  Photo by William Thomas

Comeback kids Loughlin 
can’t rally without stars

Panthers left panting for a win

TRAFFIC JAM: Bishop Loughlin’s Jeremy Betjoi tries to score on three 
defenders. Photo by Diana Colapietro
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They’re off to one Hall 
of a start.

Coaches picked the 
Seaton Hall’s men’s bas-
ketball team to fi nish sev-
enth this year, but the 12–2 
squad — led by Brooklyn 
ballers Isaiah Whitehead 
and Desi Rodriguez (Lin-
coln) and Khadeen Car-
rington (Bishop Lough-
lin) is playing like the best 
team in the tri-state area. 
The Pirates are 2–0 in the 
Big East and won seven 
straight heading into a 
match-up with defending 
conference champion Vil-
lanova on Dec. 6. 

The maturity and im-
provement Seton Hall’s all-
sophomore starting lineup 
has shown makes the team 
a threat for the Big East ti-
tle.

And it made that evi-
dent when it beat Wichita 
State on Dec. 19, overcom-
ing a 13-point defi cit at the 
half — thanks in large part 
to an 18-point second half 
from Rodriguez.

“In the past, we’ve been 
knocked down and we’ve 
run for the hills. [Wichita 
State] came out and knocks 
us down, and for the fi rst 
time, what I saw was guys 
taking steps towards the 
fi ght,” Pirates coach Kevin 
Willard told reporters af-
ter the game. “That’s as im-
portant as anything.”

Rodriguez’s improve-
ment is a big reason for his 
team’s success. He went 
from averaging 5.6 points 
and 4.6 rebounds per game 
as a freshman to 12.4 and 
4.4 respectively this sea-
son. Rodriguez made just 
one three-pointer all of last 
year, but he has 16 already 
this season. Rodriguez’s 
confi dence is key.

“At halftime, I just said 
‘Go do what you do really 
well — go run down the 
fl oor and dunk on some-
body,’ ” Willard said he 
told Rodriguez in the latest 
match-up. “He got a layup, 
and that got him going.”

Whitehead is also be-
ginning to hit his stride af-
ter injuries set him back as 
a freshman. Over the sum-

mer, the former McDon-
ald’s All-American worked 
with former Lincoln great 
Lance Stephenson and Ste-
phen Curry, the regaining 
National Basketball As-
sociation’s most-valuable 
player.

The experience — and 
having another year under 
his belt in general — are 
making him more comfort-
able in his point guard role. 
He is averaging 15.1 points 
a contest, has 65 assists to 
41 turnovers, and has made 
16 blocks. Whitehead had 
78 assists in 22 games last 
season. The Coney Island 
native scored or assisted 
on 10 of Seton Hall’s 14 fi eld 
goals in the second half 
against DePaul on Jan. 2. 

“He’s playing great and 
operating at a really high 
level right now,” Willard 
said. “He’s letting the game 
come to him, taking good 
shots, and being aggressive 
when he needs to be.”

Carrington leads the 
team in steals (24) and is 
its second-highest scorer 
at 13.9 points a game.

The Hall got off to a fast 
start last year but lost 12 of 
its 15 games to fi nish with a 
thud. But this group is bet-
ter prepared to deal with 
the season’s ups and downs, 
Whitehead and Carrington 
said in the preseason.

The team’s performance 
in 2015–16 is a good reason 
to believe they’re right. 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

The last 365 days have 

brought plenty of high-

lights, produced many 

stars and created mem-

ories to last a lifetime. 

Courier Life Sports 

Editor Joseph Stasze-

wski takes a look back 

at the year in Brook-

lyn high school sports 

and picks the best of 

the best from 2015:

Program of the Year
Grand Street

The Wolves have come a 
long way in short time, and 
the program once known 
mainly for baseball and wres-
tling stretched its wings in a 
big way in 2015. The Grand 
Street football team won its 
fi rst public school city title at 
the highest level and did so 
without a single loss. 

The girls’ soccer team 
garnered a division crown 
and reached the quarterfi -
nals, and boys’ soccer and 
girls’ basketball squads each 
reached the city title game 
for the fi rst time — though 
both fell short of the crown. 
There was success across the 
board and a strong founda-
tion for more to come.

Best Male Athlete
Shamorie Ponds, Thomas 

Jefferson boys’ basketball

The senior worked his 
way to becoming the face 
of New York City, a top na-
tional recruit, and the first 
big splash of Chris Mul-
lin’s coaching tenure at St. 

John’s. Ponds led Jefferson 
to a borough title and a trip 
to the city semifinals last 
season. He started his final 
year averaging 26 points per 
game and has already put 
out 41- and 32-point perfor-
mances.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The Boys & Girls High School 
girls’ basketball team has the 
talent, but not the maturity, 
and that’s irking its head coach 
as the squad readies for this 
season’s diffi cult second half.

“It’s frustrating when you 
know the girls have the abil-
ity to do it, but they just don’t 
come out and exude it,” said 
coach Laron Mapp. “That’s 
the frustrating part.”

Staten Island Academy 
— one of the city’s top clubs 
— stomped the Kangaroos at 
the Play 4 Kay Hoops 4 Help 
showcase at Nazareth on Jan. 
3. Starting guards Lauren 
Seagers and Kania Pollock 
couldn’t play the fi rst quar-
ter for disciplinary reasons, 

which hampered the strug-
gling squad.

“As a team, we have to hold 
it together,” said senior guard 
Katheryn Kanhoye.

Boys & Girls never recov-
ered after the Tigers scored 
the fi nal nine points of the fi rst 
quarter to take a 24–9 lead.

The team got frustrated 
easily and squad members 
blew their opportunity to per-
form well in front of college 
coaches, Mapp said.

“I feel like our drive should 
be so high,” he said. “These 
young ladies should realize 
there are so many opportuni-
ties for them to better their 
lives. This isn’t about winning 
— it’s about going to school for 
free.”

Boys & Girls (3–4) has the 
potential to be one of the best 
team in the Public School Ath-
letic League after going 7–8 a 
year ago. It lost to defending 

STILL LEARNING: Boys & Girls’ 
Kania Pollock is a strong guard, 
but sat out the fi rst quarter of the 
game against Staten Island Acad-
emy. Photo by Louise Wateridge

TOP BILLING: South Shore’s Brianna Fraser, now at Maryland, was se-
lected as the Brooklyn girls’ player of the year for 2015. 
 Photo by Ken Maldonado

2015’s best in Brooklyn 
high-school sports

Boys and Girls 
still growing

Brooklyn stars 
powering Pirates 

to a hot start 

Continued on page 37

Continued on page 37
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Best Female Athlete
Brianna Fraser, South Shore 

girls’ basketball

The current Maryland freshman 
was the spearhead of history for 
South Shore. Fraser, who averaged 
17 points and 10 rebounds, was its 
fi rst player selected to the McDon-
ald’s All-American game and she 
lived up to the billing.

Fraser powered the Vikings to 
the program’s fi rst public school 
Class AA crown before the signature 
game of her career ended in defeat in 
Albany. Fraser scored a single-game 
Federation tournament record 46 
points in a 71–67 loss to Christ the 
King in the semifi nals.

Team of the Year
Grand Street football

The Wolves were top-to-bottom 
the most talented team in the bor-
ough in 2015. Grand Street delivered 
on all its promises despite outside 
detractors, its starting quarter-
back’s early eligibility, the coach’s 
suspension, and the starting run-
ning back’s arrest. The players stuck 
by each other to win a historic city 
championship.

Coach of Year
Rosanne D’Augusta, Brooklyn 

Tech girls’ volleyball  

“Welcome to the club” — that’s 
what D’Augusta was told after win-
ning her fi rst public school Class 
A crown. It was a gradual build for 
D’Augusta, who is in her 11th season 
coaching.

Tech lost in three straight semi-
fi nals, but the core continued to im-
prove on her watch. She meshed the 
new players and new roles perfectly 
for the championship mix.

Best Newcomer
Zaria Dorsey, Bishop Loughlin 

girls’ basketball

The freshman exploded onto the 
scene last season, helping the Lions 
net wins over Christ the King and 
nationally ranked New Jersey team 
Shabazz.

Loughlin placed second in Brook-
lyn and Queens thanks to the highly 
recruited forward’s presence in the 
paint. Dorsey, who battled through 
a knee injury, averaged seven points 
and fi ve rebounds per match.

Best Upset
Brooklyn Tech girls’ lacrosse 

beats four-time defending cham-

pion Tottenville in the semifi nals

Monica Garlinska scored with 
1:41 to play in double overtime. The 
goal — her only in the game — gave 
the Engineers a thrilling 6–5 victory 
over the host Pirates. The victory 
sent Brooklyn Tech, which won the 
Class B league last season, to its fi rst 
A title game.

Goalie Alexa Euceda made 10 
saves, including three in double 
overtime for Brooklyn Tech.

Best Clutch Performance
Christopher Karnbach, James 

Madison baseball

In his last home game, the senior 
left a trail of Karn-age as he single-
handedly propelled Madison past 
defending champion Benjamin Car-
dozo and into the semifi nals for the 
fi rst time since 2010. Karnbach al-
lowed just one run on fi ve hits in 106 
pitches over nine innings and de-
livered a walk-off double in the bot-
tom of the ninth to send the Knights 
home happy.

Game of the Year
Nyontay Wissah’s three-point 

play sends Xaverian to fi rst Cath-

olic Intersectional title game 

since 2005

There was a different hero every 
night during the Clippers’ post-sea-
son run. On this night, it was Wis-
sah’s turn. His coast-to-coast layup 
for a three-point play put Xaverian 
up four with 30 seconds left in the 
game — and it held on to beat Cardi-
nal Hayes 56–54.

Story of the Year
Rahmel Ashby playing in the city 

title game after being jailed for 

gun possession

Police arrested the Wolves senior 
running back in April 2014 and again 
in October 2015 on attempted mur-
der and gun possession charges re-
spectively. Ashby spent time in jail, 
but he was back in the fi eld shortly 
after his release — a decision that 
brought tons of media coverage. He 
went on to carry the ball 24 times for 
116 yards in Grand Street’s city title 
victory. 

Quote of the Year
“He’s just a nice kid. I told him, 

‘Listen brother, this is Brooklyn AA 
— nice guys fi nish last,’ ” said Jeffer-
son coach Lawrence “Bud” Pollard 
when asked what he told forward 
Isiah Deas after a poor performance 
against Lincoln.

Deas heeded the advice and was a 
big reason the Orange Wave beat the 
Railsplitters in the Public School 
Athletic League’s Brooklyn Borough 
fi nal. Deas scored 19 of his game-high 
24 points in the second half to help 
propel Jefferson to a 76–73 comeback 
win.  — Joseph Staszewski

Continued from page 36 

BEST OF 2015

ford 23–15 in the third to take a 51–44 
lead into the fourth.

The Panthers were down heading 
into the fourth quarter, but the squad 
fi nally found its outside-shooting 
stroke and went on a run, ultimately 
out-scoring the Knights 17–10 in the 
quarter thanks to a 10-point perfor-
mance from sophomore guard Angelo 
Stuart. Regular time ended with the 
scored tied at 61.

But Batiz, who had been in foul 
trouble most of the afternoon, scored 
11 of his 26 points in the extra period, 
and the Panthers couldn’t keep up.

The squad is struggling with fun-
damental issues, but it is on the cusp 
of turning things around, one player 
said.

“It’s been the little things like 50-50 
balls, offensive rebounds, free throws, 
and not giving up second-chance 
shots,” Bedford senior guard Anthony 
Gibbs said. “We are right there, and 
hopefully we can work on those in the 
second half of the season and start get-
ting some wins.”

Continued from page 35 

PANTHERS

champion South Shore by just four 
points in its opener and to semifi nalist 
Francis Lewis by six its next time out. 
It rattled off wins against Midwood 
and Kennedy before falling 79–61 to 
Grand Street, one of the city’s title fa-
vorites. The Kangaroos have non-
league games against top teams such 
as Archbishop Molloy, Newark Tech, 
and Sachem East in January.

“I really feel like we have an op-
portunity to be there with the South 
Shores, the Francis Lewises, and the 
Grand Streets, but it’s mental,” Mapp 
said.

Kanhoye shared the sentiment, but 
said a lack of teamwork is holding the 
squad back.

“We are at their level when we play 
as a team,” she said.

Mapp pleaded with his club to play 
harder and smarter against Staten Is-
land Academy. The Kangaroos have 
a trio of guards in Kanhoye, Seagers, 
and Pollock that should allow it to 
compete with most teams, and junior 
center Fatoumata Konare, who stands 
6-foot-6, gives Boys & Girls unique 
weapon in the paint.

Still, the team has to step up if it 
hopes to knock off the elite teams.

“As a whole team we have to be bet-
ter,” Kanhoye said. “Pick each other 
up.”

Continued from page 36 

KANGAROOS

BRIGHT STAR: Jefferson hoops star 
Shamorie Ponds was selected as the Brook-
lyn boy’s high school player of the year. 
 Photo by Arthur DeGaeta

SUPER SOPH: Bedford’s Angelo Stuart 
drives to the hoop against Kennedy. 
 Photo by William Thomas

ners closed the half on an 8–0 run and 
went into the break tied at 36.

Issac Grant helped Molloy (7–1, 1–0) 
take control of the game in the third 
quarter by scoring nine of his 19 points 
in the frame. His layup in traffi c with 
three minutes remaining tied the 
score at 46–46. A Cole Anthony layup 
at the buzzer made it 53–46 for Molloy 
going to the fourth. 

Loughlin (7–3, 3–1) brought its 
fourth-quarter defi cit to 66–63 on a 
three-point play by Thomas, but it did 
not score again on its next four posses-
sions and missed two free throws with 
28 ticks left in the game. Khalid Moore, 
who led Molloy with 21 points, made 
one of two free throws with 7.2 seconds 
remaining to put the game away.

“We had to pull through,” Thomas 
said. “And we didn’t.” 

Continued from page 35 

LOUGHLIN

IT SUPPORT: Bishop Loughlin’s Idan Tretout 
goes up for a layup against Molloy. 
 Photo by Diana Colapietro
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