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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Call it the romance of the 
nerds.

A group of girl geeks will 
unveil a collection of nerdy 
love stories next week, tell-
ing tales of romance, sex, 
and dating from a previ-
ously unheard female per-
spective — women who 
pledge allegiance to Tolk-

ien, science-fi ction shows, 
and comic books. But 
the writers of “The Se-
cret Loves of Geek Girls,” 
which launches at Dumbo’s 
Powerhouse Arena on Jan. 
11, say the anthology is also 
a love letter to fandom, and 
the way it celebrates devo-
tion to pop culture.

“Whatever you’re ob-

sessed with is a good 
thing and is celebrated,” 
said Crystal Skillman, a 
Boerum Hill playwright 
who will speak at the book 
launch. “That’s what geek 
culture means to me.”

In the book, Skillman 
shares her story of falling 
for her husband, comic book 

BY LAUREN GILL
The city will to go ahead with a 
controversial plan to expand a 
Vinegar Hill elementary school 
zone next year to include students 
from Dumbo, after a panel of pub-
lic school parents voted last Tues-
day to approve the scheme. 

Members of the local commu-
nity education council voted 6–3 
in favor, despite objections from 
families in both neighborhoods 
that the education department is 
rushing in without considering 
what will happen when it pushes 
a bunch of wealthy white kids 
into a school that serves mostly 
minority students — concerns 
“yes” voters said were motivated 

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re shouting “Stop the 
bus.”

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity must put the brakes on 
a plan to create a bus-only 
lane on Flatlands Avenue 
and Kings Highway, local 
leaders say.

The authority aims to 

implement a B82 Select Bus 
Service between Canarsie 
and Sheepshead Bay, but 
the service relies on dedi-
cated bus lanes to speed 
public transit, and losing a 
lane would be too much for 
the jam-packed, four-lane 
thoroughfares, an area 
elected said.

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 6Continued on page 9

Musical needles 
health industry 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Turn your head and laugh.

A new musical comedy belt-
ing its way onto a Williamsburg 
stage will poke fun at the Amer-
ican health care system with 
songs and a healthy dose of satire. 
The title character in “Dr. Glass-
heart,” opening on Jan. 14 at the 
Brick Theater, is a thinly-veiled 
caricature of prominent snake oil 
salesmen, says the show’s writer.

“It started off as a musical ex-
posé about being able to laugh at 
our health-care system through 
the point of view of this doctor, 
and he’s sort of a Doctor Oz meets 
Gary Null meets Sanjay Gupta,” 

Continued on page 6
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GEEK LOVE: The book 
launches at Powerhouse 
Arena on Jan. 11.

THE QUACK AND THE DEAD: “Dr. Glassheart,” a musical comedy about an incompetent doctor, will start at the Brick 
Theater on Jan. 14. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Locals pan bus plan The dating lives of female geeks

PS 307 
rezoning 
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DOCTOR’S NOTES

(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING BROOKLYN AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
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New Car Look””

Let us Give your Car that

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

Limited Time offer
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OPEN 
6 DAYS

Auto Dent

718–854–7900
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www.bayridgeloans.org

NEED 
A LOAN?
bayridgeloans.org

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-934-6809

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
It is the Borough of 
Churches no more!

Greenpoint’s historic 
Church of the Ascension 
has sold its parish hall to 
a developer, which will 
turn the Java Street build-
ing into apartments — just 
the latest in a long line of 
Brooklyn holy houses to 
lose their religion as pa-
rishioner numbers decline 
and demand for housing in-
creases. 

Brooklynites may 
not like worshipping in 
churches anymore — but 
sure do love living in them, 
says one developer.

“I think people are 
drawn towards old 
churches,” said Chris 
Horrigan of Horrigan De-
velopment, which will 
transform the 19th-cen-
tury Java Street par-
ish hall into residential 
units.

The church’s land-
marked Kent Street sanc-
tuary, part of the Green-
point Historic District, 
will remain untouched as 
a place of worship while 
the connected event space 
will get a facade makeover 
— though part of the orig-
inal brick will remain in-
tact — and will gain two 
stories to make room for 
18 residential units, Horri-
gan said.

The church decided to 
sell the largely unused 
building — only the ground-
fl oor of the old three-story 
structure was still safe for 
habitation — to help pay for 
much-needed repairs to the 
main sanctuary and clergy 
housing, said a church 
leader. 

“The size of our congre-
gation and the economic 
capacity of our congrega-
tion would make it an enor-
mous challenge to attempt 
to fi x any one of our three 
properties,” said Rev. John 
Merz. 

It is a common problem 
amongst the borough’s ag-
ing houses of god, he said 
— buildings are crum-
bling, but dwindling atten-
dance numbers result in 
fewer funds to fi x them.

“There are simply not 
the numbers to sustain con-
gregations that can main-
tain the healthy function-
ing of these structures,” 
said Merz.

Here are some other sa-
cred Brooklyn buildings on 
the path to secularization:

Hebron Baptist 
Church

Developer CS Real Es-
tate is in the midst of 
turning this former Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant house of 
worship on Willoughby 
Avenue, between Throop 
and Thompkins avenues, 
into a 16-unit apart-
ment building, but will 
largely preserve the ex-
isting brick facade as the 
ground f loor. The church 
has moved its congrega-

tion to Brownsville.

Saints Peter and 
Paul Catholic 
Church

The Williamsburg 
church will lease a large 
chunk of its property on 
Wythe Avenue, between S. 
Second and S. Third streets, 
to developer Watermark 
Capital, which plans on 
building a 19-story, 130-unit 
building there. But the Cath-
olic parish ensured its holy 
ground was in good hands 
before it sealed the deal — 
the developer has agreed not 
to use the space for any sac-
rilegious activities involv-
ing abortion, pornography, 
or euthanasia,  according to 
a DNA Info report .

Saint Luke’s 
Evangelical 
Lutheran Church

The church sold this 
majestic 145-year-old holy 
house on Washington Av-
enue between Willoughby 

Boro churches are going residential

ASCENSION: The Church of the Ascension in Greenpoint sold its 
neighboring parish hall — which will become apartments — to fund 
much-needed repairs on the main sanctuary and clergy housing. 
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

B’klyn’s losing 
its religions

Continued on page 10
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BY LAUREN GILL
A seaside getaway is just a 
B61 bus-ride away!

A developer plans on 
building a 19-key hotel 
near the Red Hook wa-
terfront, according to 
plans fi led with the city 
last week. The transit-
starved nabe may not be 
the most obvious location 
for a boutique lodging, but 
some people will pay good 
money to vacation in a 
secluded coastal hamlet, 
notes one real estate in-
sider.

“This could be a week-
end destination,” said one 
broker who asked not to 
be named. “I think if they 
did something sort of cool 
and interesting it could 
work.”

Borough Park real-es-
tate mogul Abraham Leser 
wants to erect a fi ve-story 
inn on Van Brunt Street be-
tween Beard and Van Dyke 
streets,  as fi rst reported 
by New York Yimby . The 
building would include a 
dining room, recreation 
area, and a rooftop ter-
race, plus medical offi ces 
on the second fl oor, accord-
ing to the still-pending ap-
plication.

Out-of-towners may 
need to avail themselves of 
an Uber — the hotel plans 
only call for eight parking 
spaces, and it is a long hike 
to the nearest subway sta-
tion — though  a ferry stop  
and  12 Citi Bike stations  
are coming to the neigh-
borhood in 2017. 

But who needs to cross 
the Gowanus Express-
way when you can spend 
your time strolling the 
sleepy streets sampling 
 regional delicacies  and 
shopping for  local handi-
crafts ?

“I think it’s a fun place 
to visit because of the 
scale of it, because it’s 
not really developed, and 
the waterfront is so amaz-
ing,” said the real-estate 
guru.

Notably, the location 
is also ambling distance 
from Atlantic Basin — 
where luxury cruise liners 
often dock for a spell — and 
 the site of a massive water-
front offi ce and retail com-
plex  an Italian developer 
plans on building between 

Coffey and Wolcott streets. 
Leser seems to be a fan 

of car-free living —  the de-
veloper angered Benson-
hurst residents earlier this 
year  after fi ling plans for 
a 13-building apartment 
complex on the site of the 
old Maple Lanes bowling 
alley with zero parking 
spaces.  

Current zoning would 
allow him to build his lodg-
ing without going through 
a lengthy public review 
process or getting ap-
proval from Council. But 
the clock is ticking — the 
land is in one of the city’s 
so-called Industrial Busi-
ness Zones,  where Mayor 
DeBlasio will soon make 
it much harder to open ho-
tels . 

BY MAX JAEGER
Talk about a powder-keg situ-
ation.

The National Rifl e As-
sociation took aim at two 
Brooklyn politicians on Jan. 
4 — responding to the pols’ 
calls to limit bulk ammuni-
tion sales by posting photos 
implying violence against 
them. The picture, which ac-
companies a screed from as-
sociation-backed America’s 
First Freedom magazine ed-
itor Mark Chesnut, depicts 
Polaroid photos of State Sen. 
Roxanne Persaud (D–Canar-
sie) and Assemblywoman 
Jo Anne Simon (D–Boerum 
Hill) surrounded by bullets. 
The rifl e association low-
ered itself to base bullying to 
try to get its message across, 
Persaud said. 

“They are using intimi-
dation and fear in the same 
manner that mass shooters 
are using guns and ammuni-
tion to create an atmosphere 
of fear,” she said.

Mayor DeBlasio and a 
slew of Brooklyn politicians 
and activists decried the Na-
tional Rifl e Association fol-
lowing the posting.

Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D–Canarsie) 
tweeted “The absurdity is 
insane,” and Councilman 
Brad Lander (D–Park Slope) 
called the tactic “beyond out-
rageous.”

Persaud and Simon an-
nounced draft legislation 
last month to limit the num-
ber of bullets a person can 
purchase over a 90-day pe-

riod to two magazines per 
gun owned.

Chesnut claimed the pols 
don’t know enough about 
gun ownership to legislate it, 
but Simon called the writer 
clueless.

“First of all, he doesn’t 
know anything about what 
we know,” she said.

The proposal doesn’t 
aim to limit constitutional 
rights, rather it is meant to 
protect constituents from in-
creasing gun violence, Per-
saud said.

“In portions of the dis-
trict that I represent, there is 
senseless killing, and over-
all, gun violence is on the 
rise,” she said.

Indeed, police tallied 65 
shootings in East New York’s 
75th Precinct, which Persaud 
partially represents, out of 
a total 1,130 shootings city-
wide in 2015 — more than 
any other Brooklyn com-
mand, law enforcement data 
shows.

The law would also bar 
people from buying ammuni-
tion for weapons they are not 
legally allowed to possess.

Earlier this year, po-
lice busted a Canarsie man 
they say smuggled  more 
than 100 high-powered guns 
into Kings County  over the 
course of a year.

Both pols have received e-
mail threats since announc-
ing the proposal, Simon 
said.

The National Rifl e Asso-
ciation did not respond to a 
request for comment.

Developer plans new hotel for Red Hook street

TOO ON-TARGET: Critics say this photo the National Rifl e Association 
published is a threat against Brooklyn pols Roxanne Persaud, left, and 
Jo Anne Simon. America’s 1st Freedom

ON THE HOOK: The Van Brunt Street property where a developer plans on building a hotel.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

A Van Brunt suite!

NRA takes aim 
at local pols

Bullets for Persaud, Simon

BY RUTH BROWN
Police arrested a man with “Team 
U.S.A.” tattooed on his forehead, who 
they say masturbated on a subway train 
while ogling a female straphanger on 
the afternoon of Dec. 27.

The guy got on the Manhattan-bound 
2 train in Crown Heights at around 4 
pm, then allegedly spent more than 30 

minutes “manipulating his penis” while 
staring straight at a 29-year-old woman, 
according to a report. 

The lady snapped a photo of the al-
leged self-starter, which shows “Team 
U.S.A.” printed prominently on his 
forehead, police said.

Cops arrested the suspect and charged 
him on Dec. 30, authorities said.

Cops: Guy with ‘Team USA’ tattoo 
had a masturbation marathon
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about peak condition!

A Red Hook woman is 
lugging a 20-pound pack over 
the Brooklyn Bridge during 
her daily hike to work, train-
ing to scale Mount Kiliman-
jaro on Jan. 16.

“I’m pretty determined 
to make the climb,” said 
41-year-old Jamie Slater, 
who is tackling the moun-
tain to raise funds for re-
search into multiple my-
eloma — a form of cancer 
that kills more than 11,000 
people in the United States 
per year.

The graphic design art-
ist is joining a nine-day 
trek up and down Africa’s 
tallest peak — the height of 
more than 13 Empire State 
Buildings at 19,431 feet — 
alongside a team of 16 other 
Americans hailing from 
across the country, includ-
ing four survivors of the 
deadly disease. Slater is 
taking part in honor of an 
old work buddy, who is also 
a survivor. 

Each member of the 
team is responsible for rais-
ing $10,000 for the cause — 
although a few have raised 

as much as $30,000, and the 
team to date has amassed 
$200,000, according to 
Slater.

She hopes the climb will 
show those suffering from 
the potentially fatal cancer 
that there is hope, and that 
not only is recovery possi-
ble, but that survivors can 
go on to accomplish incred-
ible feats of athletic prow-
ess.

“We’re letting people 
know who think this is a 
death card that there are 
people not just living with 
it, but they’re able to create 
and do these amazing feats, 
like climbing Mount Kili-
manjaro,” said Slater. “And 
their ability to do that is a 
direct result of research for 
new medications, and that’s 
what we’re raising money 
for.”

The party will spend 
seven-and-a-half days as-
cending up the mountain 
and one-and-a-half-days go-
ing down in temperatures 
ranging from -20 to 100 de-
grees, but the most harrow-
ing leg of the climb will be 
the short fi nal ascent to the 
peak, Slater said.

To reach the top, the 
team will awake at around 
midnight — when winds 
are expected to be at their 
most mild — and trudge to 
the top guided by lamp light 
as they suck at the thin air 
that only contains about 
half the amount of oxygen 
at sea level. 

The climbers will only 
be able to spend about 15 
minutes at the peak before 
heading down the other side 
of Kilimanjaro, or they risk 
suffering serious illnesses 
related to lack of oxygen.

“Your body isn’t meant 
to be in that level of alti-
tude,” said Slater, who did 
some altitude training in 
Rocky Mountain National 
Park.

The 17 Americans will 
be accompanied by a sup-
port crew of no fewer than 
80 porters, each carrying 
about 25-pounds worth of 
gear — including one un-
lucky fellow whose task is 
to haul the group’s toilet up 
and down Africa’s tallest 
peak.

“We’re going to be a 
small city moving up the 
mountain,” said Slater. 

This Red Hooker practices for her 
Kilimanjaro hike on Brooklyn Bridge

WORK OUT: As part of her training to ready herself for the more than 19,000-foot ascent up Mount 
Kilimanjaro, Red Hook local Jamie Slater walks to work in Downtown Manhattan over the Brooklyn 
Bridge wearing her full pack of gear, weighing about 20 pounds, every day. Photo by Jason Speakman

Mountain do!
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY COLIN MIXSON
So many New Year’s resolu-
tions are wishful dreams, ap-
pearing briefl y in sudden fi ts 
of holiday optimism before 
dying quietly in the face of 
life’s grim reality. But not at 
Courier Life, where we hold 
Kings County’s movers and 
shakers to account for the 
vague promises they made to 
themselves, but were foolish 
enough to share with us. 

We checked in with  last 
year’s promise-makers , and 
added a few new faces who 
will be forced to follow up in 
12 months. 

ALAN MAISEL
Councilman (D–Marine Park)

Last year’s resolution: 
Lose weight.

The follow through: 
Maisel didn’t lose any 
weight. It’s unclear if he 
gained weight.

“I’m not doing well,” he 

said.
This year’s resolu-

tion: To get his chores 
done before he dies. It 
should be noted that Mai-
sel is not suffering from a 
terminal illness — that we 
know of.

“It’s to do my undertak-
ings before the undertaker 
takes me under,” said Mai-
sel, enigmatically.

THERESA SCAVO 
Chairwoman, CB15

Last year’s resolution: 
To eat better. 

The follow through: 
She’s doing great.

“It’s been going excel-
lent,” said Scavo. “I feel great, 
and I’m going to keep up my 
walking and my dieting.”

This year’s resolution: 

To keep it up. 
“You get to a certain age, 

you got to watch what you 
eat, or you become a whale,” 

said Scavo. “I’m not going to 
let that happen.”

VINCENT GENTILE
Councilman (D–Bay Ridge)

Last year’s resolution: 
To leverage his constitu-
ency’s racial diversity as a 
force for good in the neigh-
borhood.

The follow through: 

He’s still got work to do.
“I don’t think it’s fully ac-

complished,” said Gentile. 
“It’s a continuing resolution 
and I don’t think you can ac-
complish that in a year.”

This year’s resolution: 

The exact same thing, but 
more.

“It’s to move forward,” 
he said. “We’ve reorga-
nized and reconstituted the 
Unity Task Force, which 
has members of different 
religious and ethnic com-
munities, and it’s looking 
to host activities that would 

promote the type of com-
munity we have, which is 
a multi-ethnic and reli-
gious community. So that 
goes in line with that res-
olution.”

DICK ZIGUN
Mayor, Coney Island

Last year’s resolu-

tion: To enjoy the sweet, 
sublime pleasure of cen-
tral air and indoor heat-
ing at his Coney Island 
USA arts center.

The follow through: 

It didn’t go well. Ap-
parently, the air condi-
tioner is on the fritz. Zi-
gun did, however, lose 
15 pounds.

This year’s resolu-

tion: To  bring the long-
abandoned landmarked 
Shore Theater back from 
the brink .

“2016 is the year ded-

Weekly’s Resolution Accountability Project checks in

ROCK-SOLID RESOLVE: (Clock-
wise from above) CB 15 chair-
woman Theresa Scavo aims 
to keep eating healthy. Coney 
Island USA founder Dick Zigun 
has resolved to save the Shore 
Theater. Councilman Vincent 
Gentile said he still has work to 
do to ease racial tensions in Bay 
Ridge.  File photos

So, how did you do in 2015?

Continued on page 8
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BY LAUREN GILL
These bands are Balkan up!

Park Slope’s ornate Grand Pros-
pect Hall will shake with the rol-
licking sounds of the Balkans on 
Jan. 15 and 16. Brooklyn’s own  Raya 
Brass Band  will be among the 60 
vibrant outfi ts performing on the 
four stages of the Golden Festival, 
and the band’s accordion player 
says that six-piece is charged up to 
play for its hometown audience.

“It’s defi nitely one of the more ex-
citing gigs of the year for us because 
everyone’s a fan and they know us,” 
said Matthew “Max” Fass, of Pros-
pect Heights. 

This year marks the 31st incarna-
tion of the festival — a yearly insti-
tution thrown by local band Zlatne 
Uste  — and the seventh time Raya 
Brass Band has played the raucous 
gathering. The group has played 
Golden Festival every year since 
it formed in 2008, during a week of 
music, singing, and dancing lessons 
(and all-night extravaganzas) at a 
Balkan camp in the Catskills. 

The brass, percussion, and accor-
dion combo began as a pan-Balkan 
wedding and dance band, playing 
traditional music from across south-
eastern Europe. About three years 
ago, says Fass, the members started 
composing their own original tunes 
in the Balkan style. They still play 
eight to 12 wedding a year and meet 
plenty of colorful characters along 
the way, said Fass.

“The people who hire a roving 
Balkan brass band for their wedding 
are going to be interesting people,” 
he said. 

The lively group will play on both 
Friday and Saturday nights of the 
festival, which will also feature acts 
from across the world, including 
Turkish band Dolunay, brass band 
Black Masala and New Orleans-fu-
sion outfi t Blato Zato. 

But the audience is the most im-
portant part of the event, said Fass, 
who claims that the hordes of danc-
ers is what makes the music so spe-
cial. 

“What I like about Balkan mu-
sic is that it’s more than just the 
music — it’s about community in-
volvement,” he said. “Often when 
these Balkan-style wedding bands 
are playing, many people know 
the dances — and the dancing and 
the music are very strongly inter-
linked.” 

Golden Festival at Grand Pros-
pect Hall [263 Prospect Ave. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 788–0777, www.
grandprospect.com]. Jan. 15, 7 
pm–12:30 am; $35. Jan. 16,  6 pm–2 
am; $55. $80 for both nights.

writer Fred Van Lente, and 
subsequently falling for the 
fun-fi lled, ultra-inclusive 
world of comic book nerds. 
Based on that experience, 
she also wrote a play titled 
“Geek,” which takes place 
at a science-fi ction conven-
tion.  

Among the book’s con-
tributors is famed sci-fi  
novelist Margaret Atwood, 
who contributed a hand-
drawn comic about dis-
covering both comic books 
and boys at a young age, 
plus a humorous take on 
her early misadventures 
in dating. The anthology’s 
collisions of romance and 
nerdom — told in both 
prose and comic form, and 

spanning all ages and ori-
entations — include tales 
of fi nding love at a gam-
ing convention and incor-
porating fan obsessions in 
the bedroom. 

The collection — like the 
world of geeks itself — is a 
way for women who share 
niche interests to meet over 
their obsessions and talk 
about love with others who 
understand their perspec-
tive, said Skillman.

“I think it’s the kind of 
book that you pick up and 
you don’t feel alone,” she 
said.

“The Secret Loves of 
Geek Girls” book launch 
at Powerhouse Arena [37 
Main St. between Water 
and Front streets in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049, www.power-
housearena.com]. Jan. 11, 
7–9 pm. Free.

said Bushwick playwright 
Jason Trachtenburg. “He’s 
clean, he’s well presented, 
but he does offer some 
questionable medical ad-
vice.”

The play follows the un-
orthodox career of the tit-
ular Dr. Glassheart as he 
romances his nurse, and 

provides unsound medical 
advice to his hapless pa-
tients, including one “Rico 
from Puerto Rico,” who 
seeks treatment for shell 
shock following tours in 
Vietnam and the Persian 
Gulf. Rico soon fi nds that 
Dr. Glassheart offers only 
bad medicine.

“The doctor has no 
advice whatsoever to of-
fer Rico,” said the play-
wright. “He’s losing touch 

with reality. He’s having 
flashbacks to his intern-
ship, he dreams of being 
a singer-songwriter, and 
he falls asleep during ev-
ery session he has with 
Rico.”

Soon, Rico from Puerto 
Rico realizes he must 
solve his own problems, 
a message Trachtenburg 
hopes rubs off on his audi-
ence.

“That’s the message 

of all messages, it’s up to 
us to heal ourselves,” he 
said. 

But “heal thyself” is 
not a serious prescrip-
tion for audience mem-
bers with a medical emer-
gency. 

“We’ll put a disclaimer 
on the program that this 
show is not a substitute for 
actual medical help, and 
we cannot be held responsi-
ble for any medical advice 

given during the show,” 
said Trachtenburg.

The author has per-
formed with the jazz band 
Pendulum Swings and 
with his family in the in-
die-rock act the Trachten-
burg Family Slideshow 
Players, but decided to 
take a more traditional 
musical approach for the 
play’s 10 songs.

“They’re very show 
tune-y in a Cole Porter, 

Rodgers and Hammerstein 
kind of way,” said Tra-
chtenburg. “And I know 
that’s a big market in New 
York City, I don’t care what 
anybody says.”

“Dr. Glassheart” at the 
Brick Theater [575 Metro-
politan Ave. between Union 
Avenue and Lorimer Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189, www.bricktheater.
com]. Jan. 14 at 8 pm and 
Jan. 16 at 11 pm. $18.

Continued from page 1 
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BROOKLYN’S BRASS BAND: Raya Brass Band will put on two high-energy performances 
of Balkan music at Golden Festival on Jan. 15 and 16. April Renae 

GEEK GIRLS UNITE: Writers Fionna Adams, Crystal Skillman, Kris-
tin Gudsnuk, and Megan Lavey-Heaton all conributed personal sto-
ries about love and fandom for “The Secret Loves of Geek Girls.” 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

All about that brass
Balkan music fest showcases Raya Brass Band
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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SERIOUS ABOUT THEIR RESOLUTIONS: (Left) Comedian Mo Fathelbab is training his cat 
to use public transit. (Center) Bay Ridge Democrats honcho Justin Brannan wants to lose 
some weight and will buy you a coffee if you see him eating a pastry and knock it out of 
his hand — no joke! (Right) Borough President Adams will do anything to ensure a Brook-
lyn team wins a championship. File photos

icated to saving the Shore 
Theater!” said Zigun.

CRAIG HAMMERMAN
District Manager, CB 6

Last year’s resolution: 

To pet more dogs and smile 
at more babies. 

The follow through: 
Hammerman has finally 
found joy and plans to 
continue petting babies 
and smiling at dogs.

“It’s been very reward-
ing,” he said.

This year’s resolution: 
To update what is already 
undeniably  one of the best 
community board websites  
in Brooklyn, if not of all 
community boards through-
out the universe.

“I’d really love to get 
the resources together to 
fi nally update the commu-
nity board’s website,” said 
Hammerman. 

“We were one for the fi rst 
websites when we launched 
in 2001, and we have a plan 
for the improvements we 
want to make for the web-
site, it’s just a matter of 
cobbling the resources to-

gether to get it.”

JUSTIN BRANNAN
Founder, Bay Ridge Demo-
crats

This year’s resolution: 
To lose weight, and to buy 
coffee for rascals who steal 
his bagels.

“I’m officially too old 
to play defensive line for 
the Giants, so it’s time 
to give it up. And when 
you’re overweight, your 
wife finding poppy seeds 
in the car is worse than 
her finding stripper glit-
ter on your tie,” said 
Brannan. 

“So if you run into me 
around the neighborhood 
and you see me eating a 
bagel, feel free to knock 
it out of my hands, I won’t 
be mad. I may even buy 
you a cup of coffee to say 
thanks. With skim milk 
of course!”

JOHN QUADROZZI JR.
Red Hook businessman   

This year’s resolu-

tion: To hang out with 
nice folks, and stop hang-

ing out with jerks.
“Spend less time on 

those that look out for 
themselves and more time 
on those that look out for 
others,” he said.

MO FATHELBAB
Experiment Comedy Gal-
lery owner

This year’s resolu-

tion: To train his cat to use 
the New York City tran-

sit system, so he can visit 
Fathelbab at work. 

“Already bought him an 
unlimited MetroCard,” he 
said.

ERIC MCCLURE
CB6 Transportation Com-
mittee

Last year’s resolution: 
To encourage the people and 
the city of New York to re-
duce traffi c fatalities.

The follow through: 
McClure said that fatalities 
are down since last year, 
but people still continue 
to die in traffi c-related ac-
cidents so there is “a long 
road ahead to make streets 
safer.”

This year’s resolu-

tion: To clear the more 
than 19,000 e-mails cur-
rently languishing in his 
inbox.

ERIC ADAMS
Borough President

This year’s resolution: 

To become a professional 
athlete and lead a Brooklyn 
sports franchise to victory 
on a national scale.

“I resolve to do every-
thing in my power — includ-
ing putting on a uniform my-
self — to deliver Brooklyn a 
championship team!” 

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
Continued from page 5

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 
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“It defi es any kind of logic 
that they want to take away 
a lane on Flatlands Avenue, 
which is so overwhelmingly 
crowded during the day,” 
said Councilman Alan Mai-
sel (D–Marine Park). “It is 
insane that they want to do 
this. Once the people in Ca-
narsie and elsewhere get 
wind of this, there will be 
outrage and indignation. 
You can’t remove a lane on a 
street as important as Flat-
lands Avenue and expect 
good results.”

Select Bus Service aims 
to speed up commutes by 
combining limited stops, 
longer busses, and the 
ability to pay fares before 
boarding. The B82 project 
remains in the planning 
phase, and neither the De-
partment of Transporta-
tion nor the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 

were able to provide any in-
formation regarding where 
bus-only lanes will be in-
stalled, although the proj-
ect will include such lanes, 
a letter transportation com-
missioner Polly Trotten-
berg sent Maisel confi rms.

Attempts to expand 
transit in the area are laud-
able, but the extra-long se-
lect busses require longer 
bus stops, which will ulti-
mately cost the area park-
ing and hurt businesses, 
according to another local 
leader.

“You’re signing a death 
certifi cate for every busi-
ness on Kings Highway 
if you lose parking,” said 
Community Board 15 chair-
woman Theresa Scavo.

 The board opposed a 
similar plan for the B44 
connecting Sheepshead 
Bay and Williamsburg via 
Nostrand Avenue in 2012 . 
The authority still imple-
mented the plan, but the 
roll-out was rocky. The 

agency  added two stops af-
ter complaints from riders  
who had to wait longer for 
local buses after the select 
service replaced their lim-
ited buses. And confusion 
over the grace period for 
driving a private vehicle 
in the bus-only lane  led to 
mountains of tickets for 
Brooklyn motorists .

A representative from 
the Department of Trans-
portation is slated to out-
line the B82 Select Bus 
Service plan for Commu-
nity Board 18, which repre-
sents Canarsie, during the 
board’s monthly meeting 
on Jan. 20.

After the presentation, 
board members will likely 
vote in opposition to the 
new service — in large 
part due to fear over losing 
lanes along Flatlands Av-
enue and Kings Highway, 
according to district man-
ager Dorothy Turano.

“My gut opinion is to 
shoot it down,” she said.

by fear, not what’s best for 
the kids.

“When our kids go to 
school, they’re not think-
ing about whether or not 
Johnny or Shaniqua has 
two different color skins, 
they’re thinking about 
learning and playing,” said 
panel member Vascilla Cal-
deira, whose kids attend 
PS 20 in Fort Greene. “We 
have the issue, we need to 
let go and actually let our 
children grow in this envi-
ronment.”

The decision comes at 
the end of four months of 
 heated city-wide debate 
over school segregation , 
sparked by the depart-
ment’s  abrupt announce-
ment in September  that 
it wants to expand Vine-
gar Hill’s under-capacity 
PS 307 — which has un-
til now only served kids 
from part of the Farragut 
public houses and others 
who come in via a mag-
net program — as a way 
to  combat chronic over-
crowding at popular PS 
8  in Brooklyn Heights, 
where Dumbo young-
sters are currently as-
signed.

 PS 307 families immedi-
ately slammed the scheme , 
saying the city concocted it 

with only tony PS 8’s needs 
in mind, and that a sudden 
infl ux of kiddies from the 
borough’s wealthiest neigh-
borhood could push them 
out of the school, which the 
tight-knit community has 
worked hard to turn into a 
haven for local kids.

“I’m tired of better 
things being brought 
into the community and 
community members be-
ing denied those better 
things,” said Farragut 
Houses native Debra Stu-
art.

Parents of soon-to-be 
Dumbo scholars say they 
were also blindsided by the 
announcement — which 
would place their kids in a 
school that earns far lower 
test scores than the high-
achieving PS 8.

“The DOE did not even 
attempt to engage with the 
Dumbo community,” said 
local Doreen Gallo, read-
ing a statement on behalf 
of many parents from the 
neighborhood.

Many critics on both 
side say they don’t object 
to the rezoning in the long-
run, just making such a 
big change on such a short 
time frame.

“I don’t see an urgency,” 
said panel member and 
PS 307 parent Benjamin 
Greene, one of three who 
voted against the plan. “I 
think this proposal needs 

work on it.”
The city  had already 

pushed back Tuesday’s 
vote by two months  for that 
very reason,  resulting in a 
concession  that it will set 
aside 50 percent of the seats 
in each class to low-income 
kids — but only if pupils 
in the new zone don’t take 
them fi rst, which critics say 
will not do enough to keep 
the school diverse given 
how many more wealthy 
kids live in the booming 
area.

“I know that number is 
way too low,” said Council-
woman Laurie Cumbo (D–
Fort Greene), who supports 
the rezoning but wants the 
seat quota bumped up to 
60–65 percent. 

But with so much me-
dia attention focused on 
the rezoning and Tuesday’s 
vote, proponents argued it 
was better to move forward 
now and iron out the issues 
in the future, rather than 
spend another school year 
bickering. 

“We have what it takes 
to move boldly forward into 
the uncharted territory of 
bringing our distinct com-
munities together to sup-
port great schools for all 
children,” said panel pres-
ident David Goldsmith. 
“Voting ‘yes’ doesn’t mean 
that we are blind to the fact 
that we have very big work 
to do.”

Continued from page 1 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
Sunset Parkers are de-
manding the city and a 
homeless shelter operator 
reign in wild residents at a 
controversial hotel-turned-
shelter.

Security workers at the 
former Sleep Inn stood idly 
by while a resident, who 
was later arrested, alleg-
edly brandished a beer bot-
tle and yelled obscenities 
at a woman in front of the 
49th Street shelter on Dec. 
27, the victim said. She was 
visiting her parents, who 
live next door, and said 
guards just watched the 
fracas while her family had 
to come to her rescue.

“They did not do any-
thing — they came outside 
but didn’t come to help,” 
said Kenia Hernandez. “My 
brother grabbed a baseball 
bat and was going outside, 
but I stopped him and I 
called the cops.”

The Department of 
Homeless Services tem-
porarily housed up to 100 
homeless men in the 100-

unit hotel between Second 
and Third avenues until 
November, when it con-
verted the building into a 
shelter and offi cials said 
operators would provide 
drug and alcohol counsel-
ing, job training, and secu-
rity for up to 150 employed 
or job-seeking men.

But neighbors have found 
people smoking pot, drink-
ing, and urinating in front 
of their homes, said Alta-
gracia Rodriguez, who lives 
next door. And a man who 
loiters in front of the shelter 
followed and harassed an-
other neighbor last month, 
Hernandez said.

Locals are demanding 
better security at the site.

The Department of 
Homeless Services “does 
not tolerate law breaking of 
any kind from its clients” 
and is cooperating with a 
police investigation into 
the incident, a department 
spokeswoman said. There 
are three security guards 
doing rounds inside and 
outside of the building ev-

ery half-hour, according to 
information from the de-
partment.

The agency and Mayor 
DeBlasio have faced recent 
scrutiny over how they’re 
handling the city’s home-
less. DeBlasio’s top aid on 
the matter departed in Au-
gust,  and Department of 
Homeless Services chief Gil-
bert Taylor stepped down 
last month  just days before 
the mayor  announced a new 
program to combat street 
homelessness .

The Hernandez family 
and other block residents 
held a rally outside the 
shelter on Dec. 5 with the 
community group Village 
of Sunset Park decrying 
the shelter’s poor state. The 
group is not against hous-
ing the homeless — it just 
wants the homes to be run 
properly, one member said.

“There has been a shel-
ter on my street for 30 
years and we have never 
had a problem,” said Ra-
mon Acevedo. “But this is 
completely disrespectful.”

UNWELCOME HOME: Dominga Reyes and Kenia Hernandez say they are being harassed by men liv-
ing in a hotel-turned-homeless-shelter next to their 49th Street apartment building. Other neighbors 
report public drinking, drug use, and urination. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Home unsafe home
Locals: Security failing at S’Park shelter

and DeKalb avenues to 
Brookland Capital for $8.8 
million last year. The real 
estate fi rm plans on turn-
ing it into condominiums 
— though it will have to 
get approval from the city’s 
landmarks commission for 

any changes to the exterior, 
since the structure is part 
of the Clinton Hill Historic 
District. The church itself 
closed in June.

Church of St. 
Mary of the 
Immaculate 
Conception

This Williamsburg 
Catholic church at Ten 

Eyck and Leonard streets 
has already been born 
again as an apartment 
building, housing 40 units, 
though still retains the 
general shape and size of 
the original structure. The 
church  merged  with the 
Parish of Most Holy Trinity 
on nearby Montrose Street 
in 2007, where the congre-
gation now worships

CHURCHES
Continued from page 2

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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    Super 
   Sunday 2016

       SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE


