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Straphangers demand shuttle 
during N station shutdowns

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Call it their subway platform.

Straphangers and pols are 
demanding the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
provide shuttle busses as it 
closes seven Brooklyn N train 
stations for two years of up-
grades. 

Transit offi cials  closed the 
stations’ Manhattan-bound 
platforms for 14 months on 
Jan. 18  and plan on closing Co-
ney Island-bound stations for 
14 months in 2017.

Gravesend commuters who 
get to the city via the line’s 
Kings Highway, Avenue U, or 

86th Street stations will have 
to double-back to Stillwell Av-
enue to catch a Manhattan-
bound train, adding as many 
as three stops to their morning 
commutes, and the transit au-
thority should make up for the 
inconvenience by at least pro-
viding busses, one stranded 
straphanger said.

“Put in shuttle buses, or 
express buses, or something,” 
said Gail Bartone, who catches 
an N to the city at Kings High-
way every morning. “And 
make it free, because we’re be-
ing inconvenienced.”

Continued on page 13

BY COLIN MIXSON
He says the city shouldn’t be 
judge, jury, and executioner.

A Marine Park politician 
doesn’t trust the city trea-
sury to appoint parking ticket 
judges, because the ostensi-
bly impartial adjudicators 
have a vested interest in col-
lecting fi nes rather than me-
teing out justice. An indepen-
dent agency must hire traffi c 
court judges, because the rev-
enue-collecting Department 
of Finance’s mission to keep 
the city’s coffers topped off 
creates a confl ict of interest, 
he said.

“If I hire the judges, I 
should be able to expect a cer-

tain outcome,” said Council-
man Alan Maisel (D–Marine 
Park). “If the Department of 
Finance hires the judges, they 
could expect to fi nd people 
guilty.”

Maisel drafted legisla-
tion that would give appoint-
ment power to the Office of 
Administrative Trials and 
Hearings, an independent 
agency with no mandate to 
raise money, he said.

And there is precedent for 
the move.

Agencies that generate 
revenue through fi nes — such 
as the Taxi and Limousine 
Tribunal, the Environmental 
Control Board, and the Health 

Tribunal — are already un-
der the Offi ce of Administra-
tive Hearings and Tribunals’ 
purview, Maisel said.

“OATH is independent,” 
he said. “In most of these 
circumstances, these tribu-
nals have been transferred to 
OATH to begin with, so why 
not the Parking Violations 
Bureau?”

Maisel introduced the bill 
in 2014, but council has yet to 
vote on it — though 18 of the 
city’s 50 sitting council mem-
bers support the legislation, 
he said.

One supportive pol hopes 
the law would open the en-

Continued on page 13

THE ‘NO’ TRAIN: The marked stations will all be closed on the Manhat-
tan-bound side throughout 2016 — and on the Coney Island-bound side 
throughout 2017 — while the Metropolitan Transportation Authority reno-
vates the dilapidated stations.  Community News Group / Leah Mitch

Police say they have no record of this vehicle careening through a Brooklyn front yard — even though 
photos of the scene show police were certainly nearby when it happened. For more, see page 6.  
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Have judge — will gavel

N-NUFF 
ALREADY

Nothin’ to see here 

Pol: Traffi c judges too partial to lining the city’s coffers
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
They’ve preached an under-
standing!

Bay Ridgites marched in 
solidarity with their Muslim 
neighbors on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, responding to Is-
lamophobic tension locals say 
grips the neighborhood.

A high-profi le terror at-
tack in California and border-
line hate-speech certain right-
wing presidential candidates 
espouse has whipped xenopho-
bic Ridgites into a frenzy, one 
marcher said.

“People are stirred up,” Jen 
Kruger said. “When we have 
people running for president 
on anti-Muslim platforms, 
then that is going to stir peo-
ple up and make them feel free 
to lash out physically and vo-
cally against things they are 
frightened of.”

The 200-strong crowd 
stepped off from the corner of 
86th Street and Fort Hamilton 

Parkway, where a man alleg-
edly kicked and spit at a Mus-
lim woman while she waited 
for a bus about a month ago. 
Demonstrators started there 
to reclaim the site, an orga-
nizer said.

“We wanted to 
send a message 
that the people 
who hate can be 
loud, but they’re 
not the majority, 
and they’re defi -
nitely not us,” Teri 
Brennan said.

But some Ridg-
ites have been 
more aggressive 
toward neighbors 
that they per-
ceive to be Mus-
lim since a pair of 
terrorists pledg-
ing allegiance 
to the so-called 
“Islamic State” 
killed 14 and hurt 

22 in California on Dec. 2, a 
community leader said. Seven 
Ridge Muslim women have 
reported harassment to the 
Arab-American Association 
of New York since the Dec. 2 
tragedy, according to execu-

tive director Linda Sarsour.
Monday’s march ended 

at Salaam Arabic Lutheran 
Church on 80th Street and 
Fourth Avenue, where a plu-
rality of faiths and ethnicities 
took part in an age-old tradi-
tion — they broke bread, the 
church’s pastor said.

“This is a wonderful com-
munity, yet there is hate rheto-
ric, and we try to address this 
by coming together, knowing 
our neighbor, breaking bread 
together, and bringing our 
children so they can see who 
is the other,” the Rev. Khader 
El-Yateem said.

A complex debate over im-
migration and foreign policy 
is fueling Bay Ridge’s fi re, but 
something much simpler can 
quench it, Sarsour said.

“I think people don’t do the 
basics,” she said. “We don’t 
need to do any political edu-
cation — just say ‘Good morn-
ing.’ ”

Walk against Muslim-bashing on Martin Luther King Jr. Day

District Attorney Ken 
Thompson speaks at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic’s annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day tribute on 
Jan. 18. Thompson  was 
amongst many elected of-
fi cials — including Mayor 
DeBlasio, Councilwoman 
Laurie Cumbo (D–Fort 
Greene), and Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D–Park Slope) — 
who paid their respects to 
the civil rights leader, be-
fore author and academic 
Michael Eric Dyson gave a 
keynote address. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

PEACE SIGN: Bay Ridgites marched against a 
spate of anti-Muslim harassment they say is grip-
ping the neighborhood. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Civil Ridgites movement

King for 
a day
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By Colin Mixson

Burlesque is the new black.
The all-black strip-tease show 

Shades of Burlesque will shim-
my its way into Clinton Hill music 
venue C’mon Everybody on Jan. 27. The 
risque revue offers hilarity and sensual-
ity of a different f lavor than more typi-
cal, vanilla burlesque shows, according 
to the group’s host.

“Whenever all black people sing a 
song versus all white people, it’s like 
cooking with bacon versus cooking with 
vegetables,” said Ashley Brokington. 
“There’s a certain funky soulfulness 
and sexiness that you’re not going to 
see with a room full of white girls. But I 
may be biased — I’m a black girl and I 
think black girls are delicious.”

Shades of Burlesque started in 2012, 
when Bedford-Stuyvesant strip-tease 
artist Sweet Lorraine noticed a distinct 
lack of color in the burlesque acts she 
visited.

“I’ve been performing burlesque off 
and on since 2009 and, before that, I was 
going to every single burlesque show I 
could find and I didn’t see any people 
or women of color at all on the stage,” 
said Lorraine.

But when she put Shades of Burlesque 
together, she was overwhelmed by the 
support and interest the show got.

“When I decided to do Shades, there 
was this outpouring of performers, and 
everybody came out,” said Lorraine.

Lorraine and her girls — and a few 
guys — found a new crowd excited to 

witness performers they could relate to. 
“The audience showed up, and they 

hadn’t come before, because they wanted 
to see themselves on stage,” she said.

Performers with Shades of Burlesque 
say they are drawn to the art for a num-
ber of reasons — first and foremost 
being the feathers and sequins in the 
outfits.

“Primarily the costumes, they’re gor-
geous,” said strip-tease artist Brown 
Cocaine Love. “I’m a jazz dancer, 
Broadway-ish performer, so we were 
all about the big productions and the 
beautiful costumes, so that’s what drew 
me to it.”

The avant-garde burlesque scene 
also offers freedom of expression and 
a lovey-dovey kind of inclusiveness, 

according to Love.
“There’s a freedom to it, and the com-

munity is great,” she said. “Everybody 
wants to be involved in something that 
they want to believe in.”

And since everyone asks: her striking 
name was given to her by a rommate, 
and serves as a description of her high-
speed, on-stage alter ego, she says

“Brown Cocaine was a name given to 
me by a roommate, and that’s the name 
given to my sexuality,” said Brown 
Cocaine Love. “It’s my alter ego, and 
when I get on stage, that’s who I am.”

Shades of Burlesque at C’mon Everybody 
(325 Franklin Ave. between Clinton Place 
and Greene Avenue in Clinton Hill, www.
cmoneverybody.com). Jan. 27 at 8:30 pm. 
$15 ($25 VIP).

All-black burlesque troupe is shaking it up

Fifty Shades of play
Teasers: Shades of Burlesque performers (from left) the Incredible, Edible Akynos; Monroe Lilly, Sweet Lorraine, Ashley Brockington, and Genie Adagio will take the stage on Jan. 27. Photo by Jason Speakman
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
They want to take back the 
street!

The city should ignore a de-
cade-old ban on massive street 
festivals so a group of Dyker 
Heights do-gooders can throw 
a four-day bash to raise money 
for its operation, members said. 
The Knights of Columbus wants 
to move its weekend-long Feast 
of Madonna di Montevergine 
out of a parking lot and onto 
13th Avenue between 84th and 
86th streets. But a 2001 morato-
rium on new street festivals lon-
ger than one block or one day 
threatens to turn the feast to 
famine, one knight said.

“The issue with limiting it 
to one day on the street is if you 
put rides out there, they’re open 
one day, and then we have to 
swing them back to the parking 
lot,” said grand knight Vincent 
Gentile — not the Bay Ridge 
councilman, but another Vin-
cent Gentile. “Can it happen? 
Yes. Is it easy for operations? I 
don’t think so.”

A smaller festival would gen-
erate less money for the organi-
zation, which uses the proceeds 
for charitable endeavors such 
as giving needy neighborhood 
families Thanksgiving turkeys, 
another knight said.

“It wouldn’t really make that 
much, and we really want to 
do a lot for the community this 
time around,” said club chair-
man George Di Grande. “That 
money goes all around the com-
munity.”

The mayor’s offi ce will likely 
refuse, but Community Board 
10’s Traffi c and Transportation 
Committee voted to support 
the fi ve-day festival applica-
tion on Jan. 11 with the hopes it 
will give the organization more 
sway with the city, a board hon-
cho said.

“Ultimately, I think its fi nal 
form is going to be adjusted by 
the city, because the moratorium 
is still in place,” said district 
manager Josephine Beckmann. 
“I think a recommendation in 
the affi rmative of support with 
the understanding of the mora-
torium would be helpful as then 
the city would move to work 
with the applicants.”

Former mayor Rudy Giu-
liani introduced the morato-
rium on new festivals after the 
9-11 terror attacks, citing the 
strain the festivals put on the 
police department and the mas-
sive cost of paying cops’ over-
time. Mayors Bloomberg and 
DeBlasio have renewed it each 
year since.

The city grandfathers in ex-
isting multi-day and multi-block 
festivals — such as Bay Ridge’s 
the Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
Church’s Greek Cultural Fes-
tival — but it bars organizers 
from expanding their festivals’ 
scope or length, and organiza-
tions that fail to re-apply for 
their existing festival one year 
lose their claim to one forever.

The mayor’s offi ce issues 
permits for 200 street fairs and 
5,000 other existing events each 
year, according to an annual 
statement  re-establishing the 
moratorium .

Mayor DeBlasio toyed with 
the idea of lifting the ban this 
year, but ultimately kept it.  Bor-
ough President Adams is no fan 
of the ban and told the mayor so 
last year , claiming  new street 
fests popped up around the bor-
ough while a 14-year festival in 
Flatbush lost its permit because 
it failed to renew paperwork one 
year, according to Capital New 
York.

The mayor’s Offi ce of City-
wide Events Coordination and 
Management declines any ap-
plication barred by the morato-
rium, but will work out an alter-
native event that fi ts guidelines 
if possible, a mayoral spokes-
woman said.

Anti-terror law a roadblock to Dyker fest

TAKE IT TO THE STREETS!: Knights of Columbus Vincent Gentile, left, and Antonio Limone want the city to lift a 
decade-old ban on new, multi-day street festivals so the Madonna di Montevergine can enjoy 13th Avenue during the 
club’s annual fund-raiser. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

A moveable feast?

BY COLIN MIXSON
He says the city 
shouldn’t be judge, jury, 
and executioner.

A Marine Park politi-
cian doesn’t trust 
the city trea-
sury to ap-
point parking 
ticket judges, 
because the 
ostensibly im-
partial adjudi-
cators have a 
vested interest 
in collecting fi nes 
rather than mete-
ing out justice. An in-
dependent agency must 
hire traffi c court judges, 
because the revenue-
collecting Department 
of Finance’s mission to 
keep the city’s coffers 
topped off creates a con-
fl ict of interest, he said.

“If I hire the judges, I 
should be able to expect 
a certain outcome,” said 
Councilman Alan Mai-
sel (D–Marine Park). “If 
the Department of Fi-
nance hires the judges, 
they could expect to fi nd 
people guilty.”

Maisel drafted legis-
lation that would give 
appointment power to 
the Offi ce of Adminis-
trative Trials and Hear-
ings, an independent 
agency with no mandate 
to raise money, he said.

And there is prece-
dent for the move.

Agencies that gen-
erate revenue through 
fi nes — such as the Taxi 
and Limousine Tribu-
nal, the Environmental 
Control Board, and the 
Health Tribunal — are 
already under the Offi ce 
of Administrative Hear-
ings and Tribunals’ pur-
view, Maisel said.

“OATH is indepen-
dent,” he said. “In most 
of these circumstances, 
these tribunals have 
been transferred to 
OATH to begin with, so 
why not the Parking Vi-

olations Bureau?”
Maisel introduced 

the bill in 2014, but 
council has yet to vote 
on it — though 18 of the 

city’s 50 sitting 
council mem-

bers support 
the legislation, 
he said.

One sup-
portive pol 
hopes the law 
would open 
the entire tick-

eting and ap-
peals process to 

greater reform. For 
instance, drivers wish-
ing to appeal parking 
tickets have the option 
to pay fi nes ahead of 
going to court to avoid 
incurring additional 
penalties, and the city 
benefi ts from an inter-
est-free loan even if it 
fi nds the driver was 
innocent and refunds 
the fi ne — something 
that rubs motorists the 
wrong way, the pol said.

“It really, it irks New 
Yorkers,” said Council-
man Vincent Gentile 
(D–Bay Ridge). “It re-
ally is not what most 
people consider a fair 
way of dealing with New 
Yorkers.”

The Department of 
Finance sees no prob-
lem with the current sit-
uation, and judges are 
beholden to the law — 
not the fi nance depart-
ment that hires them, a 
spokeswoman said.

“Administrative law 
judges are independent 
contractors and not em-
ployees of the Depart-
ment of Finance,” said 
Sonia Alleyne. “Adju-
dication hearings are 
determined by law, and 
the judges are bound to 
uphold the law.”

The city  collected 
more than $500 million 
in parking fi nes in 2013 , 
according to the Inde-
pendent Budget Offi ce.

Pol: Traffi c court in 
the city’s pocket

Have judge 
will gavel
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
Cue the Whole Foods.

Sunset Park’s fi rst hipster coffee 
shop recently opened — a new high-
water mark in the so-called “up-and-
coming” ’hood, where locals fear an 
infl ux of newcomers attracted to low 
rent and nearby Industry City’s ca-
chet of cool will  push out working-
class families . But the prospect of  ho-
lier-than-thou dumpster divers  and 
 adult coloring-book enthusiasts  sip-
ping brew roasted by a Portland com-
pany that  moved to Brooklyn in 2009  
doesn’t concern one Sunset Park na-
tive — he’s just glad to have a decent 
cup of Joe!

“That doesn’t bother me at all,” 
said Danilo Medina inside the new 
cafe, Parkette Brooklyn. “It’s just re-
ally, really good coffee. I like the chill 
vibes of the place. It’s great if you’re 
trying to study or get work done. It’s 
way better than Starbucks or Dunkin 
Donuts.”

Parkette’s owners, who moved to 
the area last year, employ Sunset na-
tives and see the business as an invest-
ment in the community rather than a 
force for displacement, one said.

“We all talked about gentrifi cation 
a lot before we went ahead, but again, 
we’re living around the corner, and 
almost all the people that work here 
either live here or grew up here, so 
it feels really good to be integrated,” 
said Caitlin Hersey, who opened the 
store in November after moving to the 
neighborhood with her husband and 
two children last year. “We don’t feel 
like we’re stepping on anyone’s toes or 
displacing anybody.”

Parkette’s menu, which includes 
brews from artisanal coffee darlings 
Stumptown and gluten-free baked treats 
— and its decor of exposed brick walls, 
bare wood fl oors, and folksy music — 

lends a hip vibe common in neighboring 
gentrifi ed areas like Park Slope.

 And the shop is full of something 
else prevalent in Brooklyn’s higher-in-
come ’hoods — 30-something parents. 
It’s a demographic the shop aims to at-
tract, another owner said.

“We want to do things like story 
time for the kids in the future,” said 
co-owner Nadia Shen. “We wanted a 
space that was kid-friendly, so parents 
don’t have to worry about their chil-
dren when they came around to grab 
a coffee.”

The move is paying off, a regular 
said.

“It’s got a nice vibe to it,” said cus-
tomer Amy Krawcyk. “They put a little 
area in the back for kids — sort of in-
tentionally saying ‘Come hang out.’ ”

Parkette Brooklyn (4022 Fifth Ave. 
between 40th and 41st streets in Sunset 
Park). Open 7 am–7 pm.

S’Park fi nally gets a hipster coffee shop

QUALITY CUPPA: Parkette barista John DeVilla serves up a latte at the new coffee spot. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

PERKS OF THE JOB!: Caitlin Hersey and Na-
dia Shen share a cup of Stumptown coffee at 
Parkette on Fifth Avenue in Sunset Park. The 
pair and their husbands moved in around 
the corner last year and opened the shop in 
November. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Where ya bean?

9921 Fourth Avenue • Brooklyn, NY

COSMETIC: 718.833.2793 • ALTERNATE: 718.833.7616
WWW.BAYRIDGEDERM.COM

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

Voted New York City’s Super Doctors 2013

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Botox/Dysport, & Facial Fillers  ■
injected by Dr. David Biro

Hair Laser Removal, Chemical Peels,  ■
Microdermabrasion

Consultations for Fractional Resurfacing,  ■
Tattoo Removal, Sclerotherapy

Join us every Tuesday for 
Cosmetic Dermatology
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WE 
DELIVER

387 AVENUE X, BKLYN
(347) 915-2000

KEBOB MEAT BEEF PATTIES

CHICKEN 
BREAST

BONELESS 
CHOPS

CROWN 
ROAST

GROUND 
LAMB

MADE TO ORDER

BABY BACK 
RIBS

LOIN CHOP BREAST

LEG
VEAL 

CHOPS
MADE TO ORDER

VEAL 
CUTLETS
MADE TO ORDER

SHOULDER

GROUND 
PORK

MADE TO ORDER

POTROAST

TURKEY CORNISH 
HEN

DUCK

CHUCK 
STEAK

SIRLOIN

 POULTRY

 BEEF

 PORK

 LAMB

  VEAL LAMB

lb.lb.
$299-699

$549
lb.

CHICKEN 
THIGHS

$579
lb. $699

lb.

$499
lb.

$499
lb.

$479
lb.

$299
lb.

$299
lb.

$259
lb.

$199
lb.

$329
lb.

$259
lb.

$259
lb.

$699
lb. $499

lb.

$599
lb.

$299
lb.

$1299
lb.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Now he needs a bath — and a 
lawyer.

A man drove his car 
into the fetid waters of the 
Gowanus Canal on Monday 
morning — allegedly in a 
desperate bid to fl ee the scene 
of a crash, in which he hit a 
woman and possibly an in-
fant girl, police said.

The driver was heading 
down Court Street when he 
allegedly smashed his car 
into a Camry parked near 
Degraw Street at around 
11:10 am, injuring a woman’s 
foot as she attempted to place 
the 1-year-old girl in the car, 
according to an offi cer at the 
scene who only identifi ed 

BY LAUREN GILL
The investigation must have 
hit a wall.

A driver apparently fl ed 
the scene after plowing his 
ride through a Bay Ridge 
brick wall and residential 
yard early Sunday morning, 

but police offi cials say they 
have no record of the crash — 
despite photos showing patrol 
cars on the scene.

The guy smashed a Mer-
cedes sport utility vehicle 
through a brick wall and ca-
reened over a front yard near 

the corner of Narrows Avenue 
and 78th Street around 4 am 
Sunday, startling locals, one 
neighbor said.

“I heard the crash, because 
it was right near my driveway,” 
said Theresa Filetto, who lives 
next door to the crash site and 
was jolted awake by the ruckus 
at 4:10 am. “I was a little fright-
ened to go look, but when I did, 
I saw the car on the neighbor’s 
lawn and half of the tire was 
over on my side.”

The driver talked on the 
phone for nearly 20 min-
utes before ditching the 
car and disappearing from 
the scene, Filetto said. She 
thought he was contacting 
the police about the inci-
dent, but he was evidently 
gabbing to someone else — 
police did not respond to the 
scene until a half-hour after 
the accident when a neigh-
bor across the street called 
911, she said.

Police retrieved the car at 6 
pm on Sunday, Filetto said.

But cops say they have no 
record of the accident.

Cops have no record of wall-smashing Ridge crash

DAMAGED: The sport utility vehicle plowed through the brick wall of the 
Bay Ridge lawn.  Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

REEL IT IN: Workers remove the waterlogged car from the canal. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Brake in the case

Four-wheel dive
Police: Guy drove car into Gowanus 

Canal after alleged hit and run

Continued on page 19

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

One Love Animal Hospital
8209 3rd Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 
SAT JAN 23 • 12 PM – 5 PM

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 
25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Adopt A Pet

SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE &  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Home of the Mutt-i-gree®

Photo By Ellen Dunn
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FOLLOW US ON

MR. VACUUMMR. VACUUM

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

SALES • PARTS • REPAIRS

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

8705 5TH AVE.
718–748–5288 • 1-800-61-FIXED

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 2/29/16.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$$14149595

34 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances
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It’s a new year! 
You don’t have to suffer with your

BACK, NECK OR KNEE PAIN!
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Bling sting
A burglar stole a woman’s trove 

of jewelry from her 84th street 
apartment on Jan. 16, police said.

The woman left her apartment 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
around 10 am and returned at 10 pm 
to fi nd her bedroom window blinds 
were suspiciously pulled open. 

Then she saw she was missing 26 
pieces of jewelry from her dresser 
and a jewelry box on her nightstand, 
according to police.

Big bucks
An invader broke into an Eighth 

Avenue restaurant on Jan. 11, but 
did not get away with a whole lot.

Surveillance footage from the 
joint near Bay Ridge Avenue just 
before 3 am shows the freebooter 
breaking open a locked door that led 
to the kitchen, police said. He ran 
behind the counter to make his big 
money grab, but he only found $40. 
He took it anyway and fl ed.

Masked marauder
Cops arrested a man who they 

said tried to rob a man walking on 
Fourth Avenue on Jan. 14.

The victim told police he was 
near 91st Street, on his way to the 
train, at 2:20 am when the suspect 
came up behind him.

The suspect was wearing a black 
coat and covered his face for his at-
tack, offi cials reported. He tried to 
grab the man’s bag, but failed and 
fl ed, police said. 

Cops later found him in the area, 
and one offi cer said he saw the man 
drop a knife. — Dennis Lynch

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Honey, I’m home
A sly thief  looted a man’s Cropsey 

Avenue apartment   — while he was 
home — on Jan. 12.

The sneak crept into the man’s 
rental between Bay 14th Street 
and 17th Avenue at 8 am through 
an unlocked kitchen window on 
the ground fl oor. Once inside, he 
snatched the man’s jewelry collec-
tion before fl eeing, said police.

The victim later told police he 
was home the whole time, but said 
he didn’t hear or see anything sus-
picious during the home invasion, 
cops said.

Bling and bogies
Cops are hunting a burglar 

wanted for ransacking a woman’s 
W. Third Street apartment on Jan. 
13, taking jewelry and cigarettes. 

The victim told police that she 
left her home between Quentin Road 
and Kings Highway at 8 am, and 

returned at 10 pm to fi nd her valu-
ables had been snatched. The snake 
slithered in through a window and 
nabbed two pairs of earrings and a 
pack of cigarettes, cops said.

Mystery cash
More than $1,000 vanished mys-

teriously from a woman’s Kings 
Place apartment on Jan. 12.

The victim told police that she 
left her home near Kings Highway 
at 7 am and returned later to fi nd 
$1,500 in cash had disappeared. All 
the apartment’s windows and doors 
at the were locked throughout the 
day, and nothing was broken, ac-
cording to police. 

However, the victim said her land-
lord, who she’s not on the best terms 
with, does have a key, cops said.

Tool time
Some crooks ripped off a 21st Av-

enue construction site to the tune 
of more than $8,000 in stolen equip-
ment on Jan. 14.

A worker told police that the 
raider broke into the site between 
Benson Avenue and 86th Street at 
10:50 pm through a wooden fence. 
The burglar made off with a pipe 
cutter, hammer drills, screwdriv-
ers, and other materials, cops said.

Robbery fail
Cops busted two would-be rob-

bers who they say beat a man on 
Cropsey Avenue on Jan. 13.

The victim told police he was 
near Bay Parkway at 4:52 am when 
the suspects jumped him. One of the 
men allegedly slugged the victim in 
the face, while the other attempted 
to grab his phone and bag, albeit, 
without success, cops said. 

The suspects did, however, man-
age to take the man’s driver’s li-
cense, according to police.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

The People’s Slay-ground
A gunman shot a 37-year-old 

man — execution style — on W. 33rd 
Street on Jan. 17.

The victim was between Neptune 
and Mermaid avenues at around 
8:30 pm when his assassin put two 
bullets into the back of his head, 
cops said.

Paramedics pronounced him 
dead at 9:27 pm, according to police.

Hard knocks
Some schoolyard bullies at-

tempted to rob a 16-year-old boy as 
he was waiting for the bus home on 
West Avenue on Jan. 8.

The victim told police that he 
was near Ocean Parkway at 1 pm 
when another group of kids jumped 
him. One of his underage attackers 
hurled him against a parked car 
before yelping, “Give me what you 
have in your pockets!”

Fortunately, the kid’s pockets 
were empty, and his would-be rob-
bers fl ed empty-handed, cops said.

Registry error
A thief looted a Harway Avenue 

store on Jan. 9, taking a register 
fi lled with cash.

The snake slithered into the shop 
between Bay 47th Street and 28th Ave-
nue at 8 pm through an unlocked bath-
room window in the building’s rear, 
cops said. Once inside, the invader 
simply snatched the register, along 
with the $3,000 it contained, and ex-
ited the store through a hallway lead-
ing outside, according to police.

Surveillance footage showed the 
crook pause for a moment on his 
way out as a neighbor came into 
view, but, lucky for him, the pass-
erby took him for a worker and went 
about his business, cops said.

Hubbard heist
A raider ransacked a man’s Hub-

bard Avenue home on Jan. 17, tak-
ing cash and jewels.

The victim told police he walked 
into his home between Avenue Z 
and Shore Parkway at 5:45 pm, only 
to fi nd he was short $15,000 and a 
small fortune in jewels. He later 
discovered that the crook likely en-
tered through a second-fl oor win-
dow above an awning, cops said.

When tykes attack
Two teenage delinquents nabbed 

a phone from the hands of a 55-year-
old woman on Brighton Sixth Court 
on Jan. 11.

The victim told police she was 
near Brighton Beach Avenue at 3:30 
pm, when the pint-sized punks ran 
up and snatched her phone.

Handsy man
Cops busted a 47-year-old man 

man who they say reached into a 
man’s pocket and took his phone on 
Brighton Sixth Court on Jan. 12.

The victim, a 50-year-old man, 
told police he was near Brighton 

Beach Avenue at 2 am when the sus-
pect waltzed up and barked, “What’s 
in your pocket?”

The man allegedly thrust his 
hands into the victim’s pocket and 
came away with his phone before 
fl eeing, cops said. — Colin Mixson

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Knife-point robbery
A knife-wielding brute robbed a 

Sheepshead Bay Road department 
store on Jan. 14, according to a po-
lice report.

The lout walked into the store 
near E. 16th Street around 5:30 pm 
and shopped like any other cus-
tomer. He picked out a pair of sneak-
ers and took them to the register, 
but as the clerk ringed him, up he 
pulled out a 12-inch blade and told 
the clerk to empty the register, po-
lice reported. 

The clerk complied and the fi end 
got away with $85, police said.

Shakedown
Two brigands robbed a man at 

gunpoint on E. 16th Street on Jan. 
14, police said.

The victim was near Avenue X 
around 8:40 pm when the duo ap-
proached him. One brandished a 
handgun, stuck it in the victim’s 
mug, and told him to turn around. 

The other searched the man’s 
pockets and took his cellphone and 
debit card. They fl ed on E. 16th 
Street towards Avenue Y.

Rude awakening
An intruder tried to steal a bike 

from a Girard Street garage on Jan. 
11, but got scared off when the hom-
eowner spotted him.

The woman told police she was 
asleep in her home near Oriental 
Boulevard at 6 am when the secu-
rity alarm woke her up. 

She opened her front door and 
saw a hooded housebreaker com-
ing from her garage with her bike, 
she told cops. He dropped it when he 
saw he’d been spotted, ran to a wait-
ing car, and fl ed towards Hampton 
Avenue, police reported.

Not in the nick of time
Two pilfering punks stole cash, 

electronics, and jewelry out of an el-
derly woman’s E. 17th Street home 
on Jan. 12, authorities said.

The woman told cops she left her 
home near Avenue U around 11 am. 
She returned at 2 pm and heard a 
noise come from the back of her home. 
Upon investigation, police saw two 
men dressed all in black run down 
her driveway to a car and speed off. 

She looked over the apartment 
and saw that $12,000 in cash, jew-
elry, and an Apple MacBook were 
missing. — Dennis Lynch



COURIER LIFE, JAN. 22–28, 2016 9  B GM BR

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

www.bayridgeloans.org

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-934-6809

NEED 
A LOAN?
bayridgeloans.org



COURIER LIFE, JAN. 22–28, 201610    B GM BR

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Popular Wicked Monk execu-
tive chef Russell Titland, who 
whipped up elevated pub nosh 
like lobster mac-and-cheese 
and leapt on stage on a whim 
to croon with the bar’s house 
bands, died of cancer on Jan. 
14. He was 47 years old.

The country music buff 
was a Culinary Institute of 
America alum with an illus-
trious resume who picked up 
fl avors at some of the city’s top 
restaurants, but he spent the 
better part of his 30-year ca-
reer in his beloved Bay Ridge, 
creating tastebud-tinglers 
and specialty menus at neigh-
borhood institutions such as 
Griswold’s Pub, Chadwick’s, 
and the Monk on Third Av-
enue. 

Titland came aboard the 
lounge and restaurant, de-
signed to look like a cathedral 
with stained-glass and pew-type 
seating, three years ago when it 
moved to the old Bally Bunion 

location between 95th and 96th 
streets. The haute hash slinger 
quickly put the Monk on the 
map with uniquely fl avored 
comfort foods, such as Guin-
ness-braised short ribs, reuben 
spring rolls stuffed with corned 
beef and cabbage, and Dublin 
crab cakes that made it onto a 
television cooking show.

Patrons appreciated the 
fi nger-licking fare.

“Russell’s food was the best 
when you were looking for 
something different in Bay 
Ridge,” said Laura Cangiano, 
an ad sales representative 
for Community News Group 
who often drops by the pub 
for mini shepherd’s pies and 
Gaelic steak.

A dyed-in-the-wool Mets 
fan, Russell was also a smor-
gasbord of knowledge outside 
the kitchen with an encyclo-
pedic memory for local lore, 
the Monk’s general manager 
recalled.

“Whenever anybody 

wanted to fi nd out about a 
place in the neighborhood, 
they would ask Russell, and 
he would know exactly what 
block it was on,” said Billy De-
Luca. “He really touched ev-
erybody he worked or came 
into contact with.”

Titland was inspired to at-
tend the Culinary Institute of 
Arts — the alma mater of ce-

lebrity chef Bobby Flay — after 
landing his fi rst gig at the now-
defunct Grisworld’s, impress-
ing owner Bill Eisenhardt.

“Russell began his career 
working for us,” Eisenhardt 
said. “He was a creative and tal-
ented chef who loved the food 
industry, and a good friend who 
will be missed very much.”

Titland continued working 

at the Monk until about three 
months ago, when he began 
hospice care, leaving co-work-
ers with food for thought.

“Russell put up an amazing 
fi ght,” said DeLuca. “He was a 
super-strong man who will 
live on through his incredible 
food.”

Russell Titland is survived 
by his parents and a brother.

Russell Titland, beloved chef 
at Wicked Monk, dead at 47

BAY RIDGE MOURNS: Late Wicked Monk executive chef, right, Russell Titland, who passed away on Jan. 14, 
enjoys happier times in the kitchen with general manager Billy DeLuca. File photo by Steve Solomonson

Hunger pang
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Bay Ridge Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge is a company built 
upon trust. 

“We want to provide you 
with an experience that 
will make you want to come 
back to us for future sales 
and service,” says Ivan Cor-
tes, Director of Pre-owned 
Cars and New Cars Sales 
Manager.

The company takes pride 
in its commitments, and is 
passionate about the cars it 
sells here and at its “sister 
shop”, Bay Ridge Fiat.  

There is an inventory of 
about 80 pre-owned cars at 
the lot of Bay Ridge Chrysler 
Jeep Dodge, and the com-
pany anticipates that inven-
tory will expand as it buys 
cars from people who wish 
to sell, and as it accepts 
trade-ins. All cars are sold 
with warranties, and there 
is one year of free mainte-
nance on every pre-owned 
vehicle, he says. Cars are 
carefully inspected by the 
expert technicians at the 
service department to make 
sure they are in good condi-
tion before they are sold. 

Cortes notes that, “We are 
a Jeep headquarters. We have 
more jeeps than anybody in 
our area.” Customers love 
Jeep because these are all-
weather vehicles, he says. 

“They have the best four-
by-four system available on 
any car, and they offer com-
fortable rides.” 

The employees are ready 
to take customers out on test 
drives so they can experi-
ence what it is like to ride a 
Jeep or any other car they 
may be interested in pur-
chasing. 

Chrysler has long been 
known for its luxury prod-
ucts, he says. 

“It’s the company that 
invented the minivan.” One 
needs only to look around 
to see how popular these ve-
hicles are. 

As far as Dodge is con-
cerned, “Challengers and 
Chargers are classic Amer-
ican cars,” says Cortes. 
“They are the original mus-
cle cars,” known for their 
horsepower, as they carry 
Hemi high-performance 
engines. Their retro styles 
also conjure feelings of nos-
talgia for many of the cli-
ents who buy them.  

And they’re available at 

prices that won’t break the 
bank.

“Instead of spending ad-
vertising money, we pass the 
savings along to customers,” 
says Cortes. “Pre-owned 
cars are as low as $6,000.”

They are fully stocked 
with the 2016 models, and 
the company offers in-house 
discounts to teachers, mili-
tary, sanitation workers, 
firefighters, police, and Bay 

Ridge residents. By doing 
so, they want to reach out to 
their neighbors, and make 
them feel welcome. As many 
of the employees also live in 
the Bay Ridge area, they will 
continue to bump into their 
customers when they are out 
and about, and want to make 
sure they remain happy. 

Cortes points out that 
Fiats are stylish, up-and-
coming cars, and because 

of their small size, these 
Italian vehicles are terrific 
for squeezing into those 
small, neighborhood park-
ing spots.  

When you shop here, 
there is customer parking 
— one less thing to think 
about. 

Bay Ridge Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge [8825 Fifth Ave. be-
tween 88th and 89th streets 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 836–2600, 

www.BayRidgeCJD.com and 
426 89th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 439–0700, www.
FiatUSAofBrooklyn.com]. 
Open Mondays through 
Thursdays, 9 am–9 pm; Fri-
days and Saturdays, 9 am–6 
pm; and Sundays, 11 am–6 
pm. The service department 
is open weekdays until 10 
pm, and on Saturdays, 8 
am–5 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

2016’s are in stock and ready to roll at Bay Ridge Chrysler Jeep Dodge
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tire ticketing and appeals process to 
greater reform. For instance, drivers 
wishing to appeal parking tickets have 
the option to pay fi nes ahead of going 
to court to avoid incurring additional 
penalties, and the city benefi ts from 
an interest-free loan even if it fi nds the 
driver was innocent and refunds the 
fi ne — something that rubs motorists 
the wrong way, the pol said.

“It really, it irks New Yorkers,” said 
Councilman Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge). “It really is not what most peo-

ple consider a fair way of dealing with 
New Yorkers.”

The Department of Finance sees 
no problem with the current situation, 
and judges are beholden to the law — 
not the fi nance department that hires 
them, a spokeswoman said.

“Administrative law judges are in-
dependent contractors and not employ-
ees of the Department of Finance,” said 
Sonia Alleyne. “Adjudication hearings 
are determined by law, and the judges 
are bound to uphold the law.”

The city  collected more than $500 
million in parking fi nes in 2013 , ac-
cording to the Independent Budget Of-
fi ce.

Continued from cover

JUDGES

Assemblyman Bill Colton (D–Ben-
sonhurst) collected petition signa-
tures outside the station demanding 
transit offi cials provide shuttle buses 
last week. Elderly folks who rely on 
Manhattan-bound service need a bet-
ter option, he said.

“A senior citizen can’t go all the 
way to Stillwell Avenue and back — or 
walk up to Bay Parkway from here,” he 
said at the Kings Highway station. “It’s 
a big, negative impact on their lives. If 
they are going to shut down a service 
they have a moral and legal obligation 
to provide an alternative.” 

Buses could run to neighboring 
F, Q, or D stations — or follow the 
N train’s route, he said. The latter 
scheme would allow commuters at 
stations like King’s Highway, which 
is just one stop closer to Coney Island 
than the still-open Bay Parkway sta-
tion, to take a short ride there instead 
of a longer ride down to Stillwell Ave-
nue and back, Colton said.

The buses could also ease potential 
bottlenecking at the open Manhattan-
bound platforms, Colton said. N trains 
are already more crowded than the 
citywide average during rush hour, 
and commuters  wait about a minute 
and a half longer for trains than the 
citywide average , according to the 
Straphangers Campaign. 

The authority would not comment 
on the possibility of shuttle buses, 
and a spokesman said it would re-

spond to Colton directly. The agency 
was not receptive to Community 
Board 11’s suggestion it provide shut-
tle buses when it presented the sta-
tion-closure plan in September, ac-
cording to the district manager, who 
said the authority was skimping at 
riders’ expense. 

“It’s probably a cost issue — they’re 
thinking of their bottom line and not 
taking into consideration the needs of 
the community,” Marnee Elias-Paiva 
said.

The transit authority set aside $395 
million to overhaul seven of the eight 
stations between the Eighth Avenue 
and Stillwell Avenue. Workers will re-
place platforms, repair canopies and 
columns, rehab entranceways, install 
new public address systems, and re-
store historic decorative elements, 
plans show.

The work is inconvenient, but it is 
also necessary, Elias-Paiva said.

“We’ve received complaints of leak-
ing walls, mold, stairs crumbling — 
it’s all very much needed,” she said. 
“We said it over and over — there’s go-
ing to be a tremendous amount of dis-
ruption to people traveling, but they 
desperately need these upgrades.”

Workers cannot complete repairs 
on active stations, so offi cials decided 
to suspend service in one direction at 
multiple stations simultaneously and 
fi nish them all in one swoop, an au-
thority engineer said in September.

The authority will also  add ramps 
for disabled riders at the Eighth Av-
enue station and elevators at the New 
Utrecht Avenue station .

Continued from cover

N TRAIN

PUT AN N TO THE MADNESS: Assemblyman Bill Colton is demanding shuttle bus service.
 Community News Group / Dennis Lynch
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
They wined about the R train.

Straphangers toasted the 
100th anniversary of Bay 
Ridge getting a subway at The 
Owl’s Head wine bar on Jan. 
13. Bay Ridge’s only train  may 
not get a whole lot of love these 
days , but Ridgites were so ex-
cited over its opening that 
they held a day-long celebra-
tion, according to a local his-
tory buff.

“They had feasts, pageants, 
music, it was monumental 
in 1916,” said Henry Stewart, 
who hosted a “Crappy Birth-
day, R Train!” edition of the 
bar’s Drunk History series. 
“At the time, it was cutting-
edge. It represented progress 
and the future.”

Stewart regaled drinkers 
with locals’ decade-and-a-half–
long campaign at the dawn of 
the 1900s to get a train down 
to the largely farming com-
munity. One long gone news-
paper called the area a “potato 
patch,” and many city dwellers 
laughed at the idea, he said. 

But advocates refused to give 
up, and on Jan. 15, 1916, new 
stations along the Fourth Av-
enue Line opened at Bay Ridge 
Avenue, 77th Street, and 86th 
Street, changing the neighbor-
hood forever — thanks to cam-
paigners, Bay Ridge was part 
of the metropolitan sphere, 
said Stewart.

The story of civic activism 
inspired one lifelong rider.

“I loved hearing the whole 

history, the idea of a Brooklyn 
area getting up in arms and 
getting organized was really 
great,” Amanda Nelson said. 

Stewart could not pinpoint 
the moment when disdain for 
the train replaced esteem in 
Ridge straphangers’ hearts. 
Like many other subway 
lines, the R’s fall from grace 
was gradual — the product of 
decades of neglect and inad-
equate funding, Stewart said. 
The city took better care of 
the subway when the public 
was still enamored with it, but 
funding fell as novelty wore 
off, he said.

“Over 100 years, we don’t 
look at subways like that at all 
anymore,” he said. “We take 
them for granted both at a so-
cial and political level.”

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority recently 
gave the line an early birthday 
present, announcing it would 
rehabilitate the Bay Ridge 
Avenue station and two other 
borough R stations —  though 
the work will mean closures 

for up to two months .
Not all riders take the so-

called “Rarely” for granted, ei-
ther. Bay Ridgites identify by 
it, said Stewart. And it’s a mar-
vel to people whose borough 
isn’t connected to the subway 
system, said Nelson, who hails 
from bucolic Staten Island.

“I’ve always had a bit of 

love for the R,” she said. “My 
friends always made fun of 
it, but I grew up in Staten Is-
land, so I took it when I came 
to Brooklyn. Pretty much ev-
erything about the infrastruc-
ture needs to be replaced, but I 
don’t have any particular dis-
dain for it, so yeah, absolutely 
a happy birthday to the R!”

Wine bar toasts R train’s Bay Ridge centennial

MAN OF THE HOU-R: Bay Ridgite and R train historian Henry Stewart 
recalled the tumultuous history of Bay Ridge’s beloved and (hated) train 
on Jan. 13 for its 100th anniversary. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

FINALLY MADE IT: The R train 
came to Bay Ridge 100 years ago, 
and boy is it showing its age! 
  File photo
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40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!
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Coverage Countdown
to January 31, 2016!
YoYY u must apply for enrollment through
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov by January 31
to have health insurance in 2016.

��������������	
 �� ���� ��������������
1-888-FIDELIS � fideliscare.org

To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and
Medicaid through NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

We are here to help!
Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to make an appointment with a Health Benefit
Representative. You can also visit fideliscare.org/offices to find a community office close
to you. Get a free estimate by visiting the Affordable Care Advisor at fideliscare.org/enroll
- all in 60 seconds or less!

Fidelis Care can answer all your health insurance questions and
help you apply for enrollment through www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov.

•  Do you need health insurance?

•  Are you shopping for coverage but haven't made 
    a decision yet?

•  Have you already chosen a plan, but want to reconsider?

•  Do you know about the new Essential Plan, with monthly
    premiums that are either FREE or $20 based on your income?
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Band, school band.

IS 228 student-musicians 
blew crowds away with a 
thrilling selection of contem-
porary compositions includ-
ing a “James Bond” theme and 
a Swedish glam-rock song dur-
ing the school’s winter concert 
on Jan. 14. Some of the tunes 
were challenging enough to 
give much older players a run 
for their money, according to 
the Gravesend school’s leader.

“The level of rigor is very 
high when it comes to every-
thing at IS 228 — all forms of 
instruction — but especially 
with the performing arts,” said 
principal Dominick D’Angelo. 
“It’s high-school level and be-
yond, and these are only mid-
dle-school students.”

The school’s symphony or-
chestra, symphony band, and 
jazz band really hit the pro-
verbial woodshed hard in the 
months leading up the concert 
— budding musicians came 
in an hour early every day 
to bone up on their chops, ac-

cording to the principal.
“We have something here 

called “zero period” where, 
each morning, they come in at 
7 am — an hour before school 
starts,” he said. “We have that 
every morning, where all the 
instrumental players come in 
throughout the whole school 
year.”

The kids didn’t play much in 
the way of classical fare during 
the show — instead they per-
formed contemporary tunes 
such as Europe’s “The Final 
Countdown,” Paul McCartney’s 
“James Bond” anthem “Live 
and Let Die,” and a medley of 
fi lm-music composer John Wil-
liams’s themes from “Jurassic 
Park,” “Star Wars,” and “E.T. 
the Extra-Terrestrial.”

Students and teachers cu-
rated the modern set list, and 
letting players call their own 
tunes made it more engaging 
for the young maestros, ac-
cording to D’Angelo.

“Everyone has input,” he 
said. “It makes it a lot of fun.”

Getting kids into school 

early isn’t always easy, but all 
the hard work really played 
off, and parents were thrilled 
— and a little surprised — to 
see their kids playing like pro-
fessionals up on stage, accord-
ing to one mom.

“It was very good,” said 
Lodovica Lorenzi, who’s 
daughter Kayla, 12, played 

French horn with the sym-
phony orchestra and band. “It 
feels like being in a theater. It 

doesn’t seem like it’s children. 
It seems like professional play-
ers playing.”

Marine Park middle-school concert 
features ‘Bond’ theme, glam metal

LETTING IT SLIDE: (Clockwise 
from above) Trombonist Jeffery 
Chen wails on his horn during the 
IS 228’s rocking concert on Jan. 14. 
Gabriel Feldman and Eric Li play a 
melodious tune. Kayla Phillips and 
Samantha Kava toot their classic 
French horns. 
 Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

License to trill

Hear it Mondays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Monday at 4pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Monday 
at 4 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 

better. And choosing the venue for your 

special occasions gets easier and easier, 

thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 
(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 

718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 

having the total attention and expertise of the staff 

focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 

discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 

hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 

ballroom, management recently spared no expense 

when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-

by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 

now done up with marble and granite accents for a 

look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 

the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-

est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 

a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 

and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 

yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one 

time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 

two or three or even more affairs. When you book 

Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 

person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 

assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 

the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-

ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 

directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 

Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-

ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 

their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-

mendations and on the special days yet to come 

in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 

will do everything in their power to be certain that 

the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-

ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 

staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 

success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-

timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 

to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 

central chandelier that will take your breath away. 

It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 

up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 

accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 

expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 

large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 

up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 

world of environments, which also includes an in-

timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 

water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 

wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 

can. And they proved that when they totally reno-

vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 

this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 

or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-

tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 

a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 

full-time professionals who know their business; 

not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 

world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-

books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 

added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 

Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 

on the premises to assure the highest in quality 

control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-

lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 

Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 

available during the weekdays for all types of social 

meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 

Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY LAUREN GILL
It is now forbidden fruit!

Brooklyn Heights’ 75 
Henry St. co-op building will 
reject a developer’s  $130-mil-
lion offer to sell the land along 
Pineapple Walk so it can erect 
a 40-story tower there , after 
the majority of residents voted 
against the deal that stood to 
net them hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars apiece. 

Shareholders voted 191–112 
against the sale, according to 
 a report  by a Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle journalist who lives in 
the building.  

The “no” vote also means 
that denizens of the 33-story 
tower at 75 Henry St. are not 
interested in selling the thor-
oughfare to anyone else, and 
the building’s board should 
reject all future offers for the 
prime slice of land, which runs 
between Cadman Plaza West 
and Henry Street and is home 
to the popular Park Plaza Res-
taurant and several stores. 

The decision comes at the 
end of a  month-long  battle 

over the sale and development, 
which  threatened to divide  
residents of the close-knit Cad-
man Plaza co-op community. 

Manhattan luxury builder 
Anbau Enterprises fi rst dan-
gled a $75-million offer in 
front of residents in the begin-
ning of December, then jacked 
up the price by another $55 
million last week. 

Under the original offer, 
unit owners were told they 
would make between $120,000 
to $260,000 from the sale, de-
pending on the size of their 
digs — and those who owned 
townhouses on the prop-
erty would make even more. 
The latest offer presumably 
would have netted residents 
anywhere from $200,000 to 
$450,000, based on the 73-per-
cent increase.

The co-op, which currently 
reaps $95,000 a month from the 
Pineapple Walk stores, would 
also have retained ownership 
of the new retail spaces and 
continued to collect rent.

But many residents — not 

to mention their neighbors 
at the Cadman Towers co-
op on the other side of Pine-
apple Walk — feared the new 
tower would block views from 
both buildings and bring an 
infl ux of new residents to an 
area that already has  an over-
crowded elementary school , 
recently  lost its hospital , and 
is still smarting over  the sale 
of the nearby library branch 
for a similar high-rise .  

Some also felt they had an 
ethical obligation to keep the 
area free from luxury hous-
ing and retain the ample open 
space between buildings.  In 
the ’50s, planning czar Robert 
Moses originally intended to 
sell the land for one giant high-
end apartment block . But lo-
cals fought back, and the city 
and state eventually used to 
land to build 75 Henry St. and 
its neighbors as part of the tax-
payer-funded Mitchell-Lama 
program — below-market-rate 
housing aimed at middle-class 
families — which meant resi-
dents were able to purchase 

their properties for a song.
Shareholders at 75 Henry 

St. opted out of Mitchell-Lama 
years ago — so it now func-

tions as a standard co-op, with 
market-rate values — but other 
nearby buildings remain part 
of the scheme.

B’Heights co-op votes down lucrative land sale

LICENSE TO GRILL: The popular Park Plaza Restaurant is now safe from 
the wrecking ball. Photo by Louise Wateridge 

Nein-apple Walk!

Family
BROOKLYN
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himself as a police chief.
The motorist did not stick around 

and own up to the havoc, the offi cer 
claimed — instead, he took a sharp left 
on Degraw, put his foot to the fl oor, and 
fl ed — directly into Brooklyn’ Nautical 
Purgatory.

The 36-year-old man sent his car 
barreling through the guardrail that 
separates Degraw Street from the Ca-
nal, and his vehicle plunged up to its 
windows in the canal’s gonorrhea-cor-
rupted waters, the offi cer said.

The motorist was lucky on a few 
counts, according to the chief, who 
said if it wasn’t for the railing and the 
fact that the Gowanus was at low tide, 
there might not have been anyone left 
to arrest.

“If it wasn’t for the guardrails, he 

probably would have went further 
and been completely submerged,” he 
said.

The 36-year-old man was able to 
pull himself out of the car through a 
window, and clamor up onto his ve-
hicle’s roof, when a group of team-
sters working on the television series 
“The Americans,” which was fi lming 
nearby, appeared to lend a hand and 
haul him out of the canal, according to 
a truck driver with the production.

The driver went on to say that the 
suspect was given a checkup inside an 
ambulance, before cops slapped him in 
cuffs and led him into a squad car.

It is unclear if the woman who was 
injured received medical care, but the 
police boss said the young girl was 
taken to Lutheran Hospital as a pre-
cautionary measure, even though, at 
a glance, the child didn’t appear to be 
suffering any injuries.

— with Jason Speakman

Continued from page 6 

CANAL

MONDAY MORNING PLUNGE: A motorist drove his car into the Gowanus Canal late Monday 
morning near Degraw Street.  Photo by Jason Speakman

MKT 15.71v2

Visit us at Kings Plaza!

Sign
Me up.

Health 
Care for 
$0 or $20 
Per Month?

The Interfaith Peace Coalition-Peace Action Bay Ridge held a vigil against gun vio-
lence on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. The group, 
which routinely holds peace rallies and demonstrations on inclusivity, lit a “blood can-
dle” that represented blood shed by gun violence. King himself died as a result of gun 
violence — an assassin shot him in a Tennessee motel in April, 1968. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Good shepherds
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BY LAUREN GILL
Call it a tall order.

A pair of developers 
just fi led plans outlining 
the Chrysler Building-
sized tower they plan to 
erect next to Downtown’s 
Dime Savings Bank, con-
fi rming  reports  last year 
that they aim to construct 
Brooklyn’s fi rst 1,000-foot 
“supertall” skyscraper 
on the site. 

In fact, the new docu-
ments call for a 1,066-foot 
building at Flatbush Av-
enue Extension and Fleet 
Street — which is 475 feet 
higher than  the tallest 
property in the borough 
right now . 

Per the still-pending 
plans, builders JDS De-
velopment and the Chet-
rit Group are shooting 
for a 73-story structure, 
with four fl oors of retail 
and offi ce space at the 
base, and 417 units of 

housing above that. The 
residential component 
will start on the seventh 
fl oor with 12 units, and 
go down to just two units 
apiece on the top two 
fl oors.

The duo laid down 
$43.5 million for the site 
in 2014, and originally 
planned to build a 775-
foot tower there. But they 
then purchased the  land-
marked Dime Savings 
Bank  next door for $90 
million last year, and can 
now use the building’s air 
rights to go sky high.

They can’t build on 
top of the bank due to its 
historic protection, but 
could stick retail stores 
or restaurants inside.

Architecture fi rm 
Shop — the same outfi t 
 behind Barclays Center , 
and  those zero-shaped 
buildings at the old Dom-
ino Sugar factory in Wil-

liamsburg  — is design-
ing the building, and its 
latest renderings show 
a skinny, Art Deco-in-
spired look. 

The new permits 
were  fi rst spotted by real 
estate blog New York 
Yimby . 

Renderings for Downtown’s fi rst 
super-tall skyscraper revealed

SKY HIGH: The Empire 
State Building-sized tower 
developer JDS Development  
plans for 340 Flatbush Ave 
Ext. Downtown, according to 
New York Yimby.

GOING UP!
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ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 
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ENTIRE
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FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
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Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST
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TRI-STATE AREA
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Talk about making concessions!

A new movie theater and restau-
rant in industrial Williamsburg is 
combating the rampant problem of 
noisy chewing at dine-in cinemas by 
only serving dishes that don’t make a 
loud crunch or require silverware.

“The last thing you want is more 
excuses to make sounds in the the-
ater,” said Tim Chung, manager of 
new 60-seat Bogart Street cinema 
and eatery Syndicated, which opened 
last Friday.

The dining and entertainment 
destination between Thames and 
Grattan streets features a theater-
friendly menu made entirely of fi n-
ger-foods — such as an Elvis-inspired 
peanut butter and banana sandwich 
and pork-stuffed tater-tots — to cut 
down on mess and irritating cutlery 
noises during the movie.

Diners can enjoy larger and louder 
dishes in the venue’s dining room, 
which will serve up fried chicken 
and burgers alongside Hollywood-
themed cocktails, Chung said.

The food-lover and former fi lm in-
dustry worker says he dreamed up 
the cinema as a way to combine his 
love of food and fl icks, and also to re-
introduce the magic of movie-going 
for the jaded Netfl ix age.

“People are going to the movies 
less and less, and I felt puzzled and 
heartbroken by that,” he said. “So I 
wanted to make the movie-going ex-
perience more special, and I wanted 
to jazz it up by adding booze and re-
ally good food.”

Syndicated kicked off a month of 
old-school cinema on Jan. 22 with 

Spielberg’s classic alien thriller 
“Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind,” but the theater will feature 
a wide variety of new and old in the 
coming months, said Chung. It will 
screen a festival of the year’s Oscar-
nominated shorts next month, and 
air the new season of “The X-Files” 
when it premiers on Jan. 24.

And if this is all starting to sound 
a bit familiar — between Williams-
burg’s  Nitehawk Cinema  and  Vid-
eology , and the  forthcoming Alamo 
Drafthouse  Downtown — Chung 
says you are not the only one. But he 
hopes his specialty drinks, super-
quiet menu, and wholehearted appre-
ciation for silver-screen magic will 
set his joint apart from the rest.

“I am painfully conscious of their 
existence,” he said of Nitehawk. “So 
obviously we’re trying to zig a little 
bit where they’re zagging.”

Syndicated [40 Bogart St. between 
Thames and Grattan streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 386–3399, www.syn-
dicatedbk.com].

New Williamsburg dine-in cinema only 
serves quiet food without utensils

SILENT BITES: Syndicated manager Tim Chung asked his chef to make a menu of theater-
friendly snacks — such as popcorn fried oysters — that will not annoy moviegoers with 
excessive noise. Photo by Jason Speakman

SHHH: This theater may have tables, but 
there will be no annoying cutlery noises 
during the movie — the menu only contains 
fi nger-food that can easily be eaten in a 
darkened theater.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Silence is golden-fried

TRADITION’S NEW HOME
Call 800.745.3000 OR visit islanders.nhl.com to 

purchase tickets to the next New York Islanders game!

ISL ANDERS 
FAN OF THE WEEK

Get spotted in your NY Islanders gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Katrina Doell, Kensington
“As a Long Islander in Brooklyn, I am proud in 
my new home to have the Islanders. I am the 

world’s biggest Islander fan.”
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GERRITSEN BEACH 

Christmas bells were still ringing 
for Michael “Santa Claus” Scia-

faffo at the Tamaqua by the Bay 

Club when the United States Ma-

rine Corps Reserve honored Scia-

faffo for collecting lots of toys and 
goodies for Santa’s sleigh. Assembly-
woman Pamela Harris (D–Coney 

Island) and Councilman Alan Mai-

sel (D–Marine Park) were on hand 
to help Santa’s helper accept his cer-
tifi cate from the Marines at Toys for 
Tots.

The gifts cheered up the family vic-
tims of Superstorm Sandy.

Michael now has a Standing O to 
put next to that certifi cate.

Tamaqua by the Bay [84 Ebony Ct. 
at Bijou Avenue in Gerritsen Beach, 
(718) 646–9212].

EAST NEW YORK

Calendar Girl
The Police Athletic League is fea-

turing budding, third-grade artist 
Deliah Montero’s depiction of Stone-
henge in its 2016 calendar.

Montero attends the league’s sum-
mer program at IS 218 Beacon Cen-

ter, and her art will grace the calen-
dar’s August entry.

Stonehenge is one of the most recog-
nizable and famous sites in the world. 
The league’s summer day-campers, 
who studied the world’s most famous 
landmarks and monuments while ex-
ploring the history and culture of 
the countries where they are located, 
worked together on song and dance 
routines and created extraordinary 
artwork. 

“I see fi rst-hand the great work 
our staff does with inner-city kids in 
need,” said league executive director 
Frederick Watts. “We offer a safe, 
nurturing environment where chil-
dren can grow, play, learn, and be in-
spired to great success. The hard work 
and creativity of our staff was instru-
mental in producing our beautiful cal-
endar.” 

Deliah can add a Standing O on her 
wall right next to the 2016 calendar!

Police Athletic League IS 218 Bea-
con Center [370 Fountain Ave. and Lo-
gan Street in East New York, (718) 277–
1928].

MIDWOOD

In the pink 
Brooklyn College has courses 

to motivate adults who really want 
to keep their gray matter in the 
pink.

“For adults who never stop experi-
encing life, there is a place and com-
munity that celebrates learning,” say-
eth the college’s website. “We invite 

you to join us.”
If you want lectures, they got 

’em — Borough Historian Ron Sch-

weiger recently treated students to a 
talk on how Brooklyn used to be. Ah, 
those Brooklyn memories!

If you want trips, pack your bags 
and get ready to roll. And if you like 
movies, the popcorn is ready — just 
store up on those Junior Mints.

The Lifelong Learning program at 
Brooklyn College provides the best at-
mosphere for adult learners who want 
to keep their minds alive — just like 
Standing O.

What you are waiting for? Classes 

are starting soon!
Brooklyn College Lifelong Learning 

[2900 Bedford Ave. at Avenue J in Mid-
wood, (718) 951–5000].

GRAVESEND

Checkmate!
Two rooks and a queen to the mem-

bers of the Chess team at IS 228 Da-

vid A Boody Intermediate School. 
The team captured the fi rst place in 
the New York City Chess Champion-
ship competition held at the Brook-
lyn Marriott Hotel. This is its sixth 
championship win over the past seven 
years. Coach Bruce Fuchs leads the 
team.

“Chess playing has a tremendous 
impact with high-order thinking and 
enhances strategy and planning for 
our students,” said principal Domin-

ick D’Angelo.

IS 228 David A. Boody Interme-
diate School [228 Avenue S at W. 
Fourth Street in Gravesend, (718) 
375–7635].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

MARINE PARK 

Three cheers to the Model Con-
gress Team at St. Edmund Pre-

paratory High School. The pol-
iticians to-be competed in the 
Princeton Model Congress in Wash-
ington D.C.

The team, which has doubled in 
size since its initial showing last 
February at Harvard, consisted of 
Shelby Lau, Amanda Mattioli, 
Joshua Beaton, John McCarthy, 

Anastasia McGrath, Marissa 

Moran, Gerald Rehill, and Jared 

Rios.

They showed up ready to rum-
ble and up for the challenge — with 
the help of the team’s non-traveling 
members.

There stood St. Edmund’s delega-
tion — proud in its purple and white 
— among the country’s elite, private 
school students. The eight students 
assumed their roles as representa-
tives and senators and fought for 

the bills they drafted in the weeks 
before the competition.

Proposals included bills calling 
for a new type of nuclear energy, 
taming China’s actions in the South 
China sea, amending Obamacare, 
and reenacting postal banking.

The future legislators were noth-
ing but spectacular as they defended 
their bills and managed to get six of 
their eight bills passed in their indi-
vidual committees.

All eight made their voices heard 
by giving passionate speeches and 
sound advice regarding the bills’ 
constitutionality.

Seeing government in action was 
an experience these students will 
never forget and that will motivate 
them as they get ready for Harvard 
Model Congress in February. 

Standing O wishes them lots of 
luck.

St. Edmund Preparatory High 
School [2474 Ocean Ave. at Avenue T 
in Madison, (718) 743–6100].

BOROUGH WIDE

Angel of Mercy Jubilee
Borough daughter Sister Te-

resa Lilly will be celebrating her 
60th Jubilee as a Maryknoll Sis-

ter at a special mass on Feb. 14. 
The consecration will take place 
at the Main Chapel at the Mary-

knoll Sisters Center in Ossin-
ing, New York.

Sister Lilly entered the Mary-
knoll in 1956 after working for 
eight years as a nurse. A 1945 
graduate of St. Agnes Academy 
in College Point, NY, she received 
her RN from St. Catherine’s Hos-
pital School of Nursing in Brook-
lyn, in 1948. She made her First 
Vows as a Maryknoll Sister in 
1959, receiving the religious name 
Sister Marius, and her Final Vows 
in 1965 in San Pedro Necta, Gua-
temala, where she worked at the 
clinic for Monte Maria Academy, 
from 1961 to 1968.

Sister Lilly went on to minis-
ter in El Salvador and Guatemala 
during her tenure until her re-
tirement in 2007. She currently 
resides at the Maryknoll Center 
in Ossining where she still ac-
tively serves via a ministry of 
prayer for mission worldwide. 

LEADERS OF TOMORROW: The Model Congress Team members from St. Edmund Pre-
paratory High School Shelby Lau, Amanda Mattioli, Joshua Beaton, John McCarthy, 
Antastasia McGrath, Marissa Moran, Gerald Rehill, and Jared Rios.  

Future Congress men and women

Ring the bells for Santa’s helper
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com



COURIER LIFE, JAN. 22–28, 201628    B GM BR

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. §Will 
match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 1/22/16. 

Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$7,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#3640

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995 $8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA COROLLA

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
14k miles, Stk#15152

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

FOR AN EVEN  B

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W
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EDUCATIONEDUCATION
                                  INCLUDING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE

             

LOCKERS
S tudents learn many important lessons while in middle 

school and high school. Assignments get progressively 
more diffi cult, and students grow accustomed to being 

independent thinkers and largely responsible for their edu-
cational accomplishments. In addition, students may learn 
other lessons, such as how organization can play a critical 
role in success and benefi t them both in the classroom and 
out of it. 

Students are typically introduced to lockers during high 
school or middle school. As elementary school students, kids 
use classroom desks to store books and supplies, and how 
desks are organized is often governed by teachers who have 
fi rm rules regarding the condition of desks. Lockers are an 
entirely different story. Students are solely responsible for or-
ganizing and maintaining their lockers and may be tasked 
with following a few rules set forth by the school. 

Students may overlook the importance of organized lock-
ers, and in such instances lockers can easily become disas-
ter areas. But a messy locker can add unnecessary stress to 
a school day. Getting lockers organized requires some effort 
and upkeep:

Color code the locker. Grouping subjects by color can 
make it easier to fi nd notebooks, textbooks, and folders in a 
locker. If materials necessary for math class are colored in 
red, students can quickly fi nd these materials en route to 
class. 

Remove trash. Remove anything that does not belong 
in the locker, including garbage and old projects. Students 
should not use their lockers to store items they don’t need for 
school. That only takes away space for the stuff kids do need 
for class.

Group according to schedule. In addition to employing 
a color-coding system, students also can group books by daily 
schedule. Organize the locker based on which classes are held 
in the morning and afternoon. This makes it less likely that 
students will forget supplies they need for class.

Think about extra accessories. Lockers have the ba-
sics, which are usually a shelf and a hook for coats. All sorts 
of locker accessories exist to customize the interior. An ex-
tra shelf may be helpful for storing books or smaller supplies. 
Look into a message board or more hooks that can be hung on 
the inside of the door. Figure out what your child can use to 
keep items from piling up on the fl oor.

Develop a maintenance plan. Old assignments may be-
gin to accumulate inside a locker. This can be remedied by 
maintaining a cleaning schedule for a locker. A few minutes 
each week can keep a locker clean and clear of clutter.  

Organized locker can lead 
to an organized student
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Now recruiting students for the 2016-2017 Academic Year 

HEBREW LANGUAGE ACADEMY 
CHARTER SCHOOL

A FREE Public K-8 School in District 22 located at

Approximately 85 Kindergarten
Seats Available!

Limited seats in grades 1, 2 and 6

Open Houses and Tours available.
Visit www.HLACharterschool.org for more information!

HLA is a dual language public school which offers 

an academically rigorous K-8 curriculum:

Please complete an application at WWW.HLACHARTERSCHOOL.ORG

What are you doing in 2016? WWWWWWWWWhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaatttttttttt aaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeee yyyyyyyyyoooooooooouuuuuuuuuuu ddddddddddooooooooooiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnngggggggggg iiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnn 222222222200000000001111111116666666666????????????
Affordable Training with Nationally 

Recognized Certification, Job Placement 
Assistance, and College Credits at  

ment 
at 

Kingsborough Community College! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To be eligible to apply NRC, individuals must be 18 years or older, hold an 
H.S diploma or GED and be legally authorized to work in the United States. 
Other eligibility requirements apply. Documentation must be available. 
 This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor's Employment and 
Training Administration. The solution was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official 
position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or 
assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on 
linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, 
usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. The NRC Program is an equal opportunity 
employer/program and auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

REDUCED PRICE - NOW ONLY $75 FOR ENTIRE TRAINING! 
Become certified and trained in  

Culinary Arts or Healthcare! 
Training begins in March of 2016  

CALL: (718) 368-4637  
APPLY ONLINE:�WWW.CEWDKBCC.COM 

#CEWDinspires 

Want to make a change in 
2016? Start a new career or re-
turn to the workforce? Then 
learn more about the afford-
able job training programs 
the Center for Economic and 
Workforce Development offers 
at Kingsborough Community 
College in Brooklyn, NY.

The Center for Economic 
and Workforce Development 
at Kingsborough Community 
College prepares individuals 
for employment and career 
advancement in the high-
growth sectors of health care 
and culinary arts.

The Community Health-
care Worker (CHW) training 
program prepares students to 
work within their commu-
nities as patient advocates, 
health educators and liaisons 
between the community and 
existing health/social ser-
vices at large. CHW students 
are introduced to a variety 

of health related themes that 
prepare them for this multi-
faceted position, including 
the relationship between 
health and human behavior, 
managing high-risk behav-
iors and disease prevention. 
National certification in CPR 
is included.

The Culinary Arts train-
ing program provides stu-
dents with hands-on train-
ing in food preparation and 
the skills to earn state and 
nationally recognized certifi-
cates in Food Safety and Food 
Production. Students will 
be introduced to the various 
components of the Food Ser-
vice Industry, including fun-
damental cooking terminol-

ogy, techniques and theories. 
Participants who successfully 
complete this program will 
earn their NYC Department 
of Health Food Protection 
Certificate. Credits earned 
can be applied to a Culinary 
Arts associate of applied sci-
ence degree at Kingsborough 
Community College.

*Eligible students are only 
responsible for the affordable 
$75 program fee which pro-
vides the occupational train-
ing, all instructional mate-
rials and textbooks and our 
enhanced supportive services 
at no additional cost.

These services include:

readiness services

-
tance

-
vices

lending library

If you are interested in 
learning more about NRC 
or our newest program, the 
CUNY Fatherhood Academy 
for fathers 18-24 years old who 
don’t have their HS diploma or 
GED, then contact us at 718-
368-4637 or via email at cewd@
kbcc.cuny.edu to sign up for an 

application session on campus. 
Be sure to visit our website at 
www.cewdkbcc.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Change your life at Kingsborough Community College
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APPLY NOW

GRADUATE DEGREES OFFERED IN

DIRECTING

PRODUCING

CINEMA STUDIES

SCREENWRITING

CINEMATOGRAPHY

POST-PRODUCTION

GRRAADUATE DEGREES OFFERED IN

DIRECTINNGG

PROODDUCING

CINEEMMA STUDDIES

SCREEEENWRIITTING

CCINEMATOGRAPHYY

POSSTT-PRODUCTTIIOON

GRADUATE DEGREES OFFERED IN

DIRECTING

PRODUCING

CINEMA STUDIES

SCREENWRITING

CINEMATOGRAPHY

POST-PRODUCTION
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brooklyn.cuny.edu/feirstein/cng

The Barry R. Feirstein 
Graduate School of Cinema 
is accepting applications for 
fall 2016. Apply now to the 
only graduate film school 
located on a film lot in the 
United States. You’ll learn 
from leading professionals 
in the film industry, who will 
help unleash your imagina-
tion in the creative capital of 
the world.

 This is your opportunity 
to study at a premiere insti-
tution that is educating stu-
dents in the art and craft of 
cinema, in the heart of NYC’s 
rapidly growing film and pro-
duction industry.

 Feirstein is the first pub-
lic graduate film school in 
New York, and the only one 
in the country on a working 
film lot. Located at Steiner 
Studios at the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard, Feirstein is housed in 
a 68,000-square-foot facil-
ity, purpose-built for a 21st-
Century film school. This en-
tirely digital production and 
post-production environment 
offers state-of-the-art work-

spaces, studios, stages, and 
equipment, including a foley 
stage, motion capture studio 
and a 4K surround-sound 
screening room.

 You’re invited to apply for 
admission for fall 2016, in one 
of six programs in cinema 
arts and studies. Degrees 
offered include an M.A. in 
Cinema Studies and M.F.A. 
in Cinema Arts, with course 
emphasis on either produc-

ing, directing, screenwrit-
ing, cinematography or post-
production.

One of the biggest chal-
lenges facing students attend-
ing film schools, apart from 
the cost of tuition, is the ex-
pense of producing their the-
sis projects. But at Feirstein, 
every project is eligible for 
production funding of up to 
$10,000 or a research grant 
up to $2,500, provided by the 

Mayor’s Office of Media & 
Entertainment (MOME) Cre-
ative Fund.

 Feirstein’s advisory 
council includes Darren 
Aronofsky, Steven Soder-
bergh, Fisher Stevens, Ethan 
Hawke, Robert Richard-
son (only American to win 
with three Cinematography 
Academy Awards, for JFK, 
The Aviator, and Hugo) and 
Founding Director Jonathan 

Wacks (Repo Man, 21 Jump 
Street). These industry pro-
fessionals support the mis-
sion of Feirstein and add to 
an environment that’s well-
rounded, collaborative and 
inclusive.

Applications are accepted 
on a rolling basis until all 
available places are filled. 

For more information, and 
to apply, visit brooklyn.cuny.
edu/feirstein/cng.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Make a scene at the Feirstein Graduate School of Cinema
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KnowHow2G0.org

Without the help of an adult, it may be confusing for students to find their way to college. If you 
know a student with dreams of a higher education, do your part and help lead the way. Learn how at...

800-433-3243

Lost.
(How most kids feel about preparing for college.) 

Lost.
(How most kids feel about preparing for college.) 

scan here

Get your undergraduate degree at Touro College’s New York School of Career and Applied Studies

Touro is an equal opportunity institution  
For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement,

please visit www.touro.edu

�������	�
���	���������������������
www.touro.edu/veterans

Facebook.com/NYSCASTouroCollege
Twitter.com/nyscasTouro
F
T

�
w

Touro College: 
a world 
of possibilities

At NYSCAS we provide 
the support our students 
need to succeed, from
the moment they enroll 
to the day they graduate.

Discover our array of offerings
at nyscas.touro.edu

And if graduate study is in your future, consider Touro’s graduate and professional schools: 
Business, Education, Jewish Studies, Law, Health Sciences, Osteopathic Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Social Work, and Technology.

apply online at apply.touro.edu

888 .722.7166
MANHATTAN
BROOKLYN
QUEENS

ASSOCIATE’S AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES
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NEW!

Pre-Professional Options
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We make math
make sense.
At Mathnasium, we believe that every child has the
ability to be successful in math—it�s a matter of teaching
the way that makes sense to them. When math makes
sense, kids excel—whether they�re far behind or eager
to get ahead.

Bay Ridge
7409 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11209

(347) 443-9728
www.mathnasium.com/bayridge

Call us today
for your comprehensive 

Math Assessment!

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA
The math problem is 

solved, and the answer 
equals success when kids 
and adults learn math at the 
Mathnasium Learning Cen-
ter in Bay Ridge. 

The facility welcomes 
children in grades kinder-
garten and up, as well as 
grown-ups, to expand their 
mathematical knowledge.   

It’s for the adults who want 
to brush up on math skills to 
prepare for college and mili-
tary entrance requirements; 
or for a job-related test. 

It’s for children who need 
help with homework, school 
work, and test preparation. 
Whatever the reason, what-
ever the math subject — be 
it elementary school, middle 
school, high school, alge-
bra, and calculus — if you 
or someone you know needs 
mathematical assistance, 
Mathnasium Learning Cen-
ter makes mathematical 
sense. 

This center is one of more 
than 640 franchises, and was 

the fi rst to open its doors in 
Brooklyn about 10 years ago. 
Its director, Bob Bernstein — 
called “Mr. B” by students — 
previously worked for a Wall 
Street fi rm, supervising Ivy 
League analysts before open-
ing the business. His wife, 
Desiree, multiplies the bene-
fi ts of this family-owned and 
operated facility by devoting 
herself to public relations 
and advertising for the fi rm.  

All instructors they hire 
have to pass background 
checks and a rigorous math 

exam. Some of the instruc-
tors are licensed teachers 
with Master degrees; others 
attend college. 

“All are extremely quali-
fi ed,” says Bernstein, and 
have to meet his very high 
standards.

Students work in groups 
of two to four, with an in-
structor who provides a cus-
tomized learning plan that 
addresses each student’s 
needs. Private one-one-one 
tutoring is available for those 
who prefer it. The instruc-

tional approach is designed 
to develop an understanding 
of the subject because learn-
ing isn’t about memorizing; 
it is about grasping ideas 
and concepts, and develop-
ing insight. Students grow 
more excited and confi dent 
about math, and their school 
grades refl ect that. That con-
fi dence and comprehension 
keeps them from falling be-
hind in future studies. 

“Everybody improves,” 
says Bernstein. The key is 
coming often. “It’s like going 
to the gym. The more often 
you go, the faster you see re-
sults.” 

For students who already 
excel in math, expanding 
their skills can open doors 
to scholarships, entry into 
special school programs, and 
perhaps to careers in math-
ematics.  

The Mathnasium program 
was developed by Larry Mar-
tinek, a math educator, who 
wanted to fi nd a better way to 
teach children math.  He no-
ticed a disconnect between 

the way students were taught 
and the curriculum they 
were expected to master, so 
he developed a program that 
would provide children with 
the skills they needed to bet-
ter understand the subject. 
Rather than relying on rote 
memorization, he strived 
to get students to think like 
mathematicians.  

Today, students of all 
ages fi nd the program to be 
an eye-opener, and there are 
Mathnasium centers across 
North America, South Amer-
ica, Europe, and Asia.

The Bernsteins take pride 
in keeping their Mathna-
sium in pristine condition. 
There is a parent waiting 
room, clean water fountain, 
a beautiful bathroom, math 
library, and a prize cabinet.

Mathnasium [7409 Third 
Ave. between 74th and 75th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (347) 443–
9728, www.Mathnasium.com/
BayRidge]. Open Mondays 
through Fridays, 2–7 pm; Sat-
urdays and Sundays, 9 am–2 
pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Mathnasium equals success for kids and adults

Mathnasium owner Bob Bernstein helps Vita Di Bona solve a problem. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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How to save money 
on school outfi ts

UNIFORMS
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE

Some of the goals of school uni-
forms is to unify students and 
reduce the distractions they 

face in the classroom. Uniforms 
also make it easier to identify stu-
dents of a particular school or grade 
level, which can add to the sense of 
security parents feel when sending 
their youngsters off to school each 
morning.

Supporters of school uniforms 
also tout their cost savings. Rather 
than having to purchase numer-
ous pieces of clothing for the school 
year, uniforms allow parents to 
pick up a few staples that stay con-
stant throughout the school year. 
But school uniforms are not free, 
although there are ways for savvy 
moms and dads to save money when 
purchasing uniforms for their kids:

Be an active parent
As with any other school-related 

decision, uniform brand selection 
may be governed by school offi cials 
and parent volunteers. Uniforms that 
are commissioned from a particu-
lar company may be more expensive 
than uniforms that are widely avail-
able in many retail chains. 

Involved parents can help shape 
many important decisions at their 
kids’ schools, including which uni-
forms students wear. Petition for 
lower-price uniform providers or 
uniforms that can be bought at area 
stores. The students still will look 
cohesive, and families can save 
money in the process.

Shop sales
Keeping costs down on clothing 

means watching for sales. Uniforms 
may not go on sale as often as more 
popular clothing, but that doesn’t 
mean sales are nonexistent. 

Stores may discount unforms 
during slow times, such as October, 
when school is already in session 
and items must be moved to make 
room for the following school year. 
They also may run specials on sea-
sonal items, such as long-sleeved 
shirts at the end of the winter. Con-

sider buying in bulk when sales are 
announced to offset uniform costs 
for the rest of the year.

Accept hand-me-downs
Become friendly with other par-

ents and students who attend the 
same school. Older students who 
have outgrown their uniforms can 
pass them down to younger stu-
dents. This can save parents signifi -
cant amounts of money on new uni-
forms.

Sign up for school blogs or so-
cial media groups so that you can 
chat with other parents and ar-
range for clothing swaps. Other 
families may be looking to clear 
out supplies of older uniforms 
and will offer them at low or no 
cost. Area thrift and consignment 
shops also may have some of the lo-
cal school uniforms in stock. Don’t 
overlook these stores as you look to 
trim costs.

Improve your sewing 
You can extend the life of uni-

forms by making repairs and al-
terations yourself. You may be able 
to mend small tears or place a few 
darts to take in the waist of an over-
sized skirt or pair of slacks. A basic 
knowledge of hemming and minor 
alterations can provide some wel-
come relief to your uniform bud-
get.

If sewing is not your strong point, 
it still may be cheaper to alter uni-
forms at a dry cleaner or tailor than 
to purchase brand-new items.

Buy only what is needed
Resist the temptation to buy 

multiple uniforms so that kids can 
wear a fresh outfi t every day. Many 
uniform pieces can be mixed and 
matched to extend the life of the tops 
and bottoms and reduce the need to 
purchase multiples of each item. In-
stead, buy only two to three shirts 
and slacks and wash as needed. 
While you may spend more time in 
the laundry room, your bottom line 
will be a little more robust.
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“We Teach with Love” is 
the motto at St. Ber-

nard Catholic Academy, a pri-
vate Catholic school serving 
the academic and spiritual 
needs of students from age 
three to grade eight in Mill 
Basin, Bergen Beach and the 
surrounding communities.

Located on the corner 
of East 69th St. and Veter-
ans Ave., St. Bernard School 
opened a new chapter in its 
more than 50-year history 
when it transitioned to St. 
Bernard Catholic Academy 
last September. The school 
adopted a new name and gov-
ernance model, but maintains 
its long-standing tradition of 
academic excellence.

With a dedicated staff and 
strong leadership, students 
thrive academically, spiritu-
ally, intellectually and emo-
tionally in a safe, respect-
ful atmosphere. Kindness, 
compassion and a rigorous 
curriculum, rooted in the 
standards set forth by New 
York State and the Diocese of 
Brooklyn, are designed to in-
spire students to be life-long 

learners. More challenging 
work is given to those who 
learn at an accelerated rate, 
while one-on-one assistance 
is available for students 
who need that extra help to 
achieve personal success. 
Above-average standardized 

test scores reflect students’ 
academic strength, and Re-
gents classes in math and 
science prepare students for 
their high school careers.

Recognizing that technol-
ogy skills are crucial for col-
lege and career readiness, stu-

dents are exposed to practical 
and ethical uses of technol-
ogy from the state-of-the-art 
technology lab to the SMART 
Boards in every classroom. 
Students are introduced to 
iPADs in the classroom from 
a young age, and iPADs are 

offered to every student in 
grades five through eight. 
Guided by their teachers, 
students use these digital de-
vices as research tools and 
learning aids.  

Seeking to empower stu-
dents to be global citizens of 
the 21st century, the develop-
ment of faith and morals is 
also crucial. Students learn 
about the Catholic faith as 
well as respect toward self 
and others as exemplified by 
Jesus in the Gospels. They 
have many opportunities to 
put their faith into action 
through monthly service 
projects and outreach efforts 
in the local and greater New 
York City community.  

St. Bernard Catholic Acad-
emy also offers more than 
30 student clubs, including a 
new school newspaper, and 
an extended care program to 
assist working parents.

For more information on 
enrollment or to arrange a 
tour, call 718-241-6040 or visit 
www.stbernardcatholicacad-
emy.org or www.optionc.org 
(school #939).

�

Serving students from age 3 to grade 8 in Mill Basin, Bergen Beach, 
and surrounding Brooklyn communities. 
Please visit us at: www.stbernardcatholicacademy.org 
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                Spiritual Growth 
• Strong Foundation in the Catholic Faith. 
• Christian Service Opportunities for all grade levels. 
 

                  Technology Focus 
• iPads for all students in Grades 5 to 8. 
• Class Sets of iPads for Grades 3 & 4. 
• SMART Boards, Wi-Fi, State-of-the-Art Technology. 
 

                  Academics 
• Strong instruction in core academic subjects:   
         Religion, ELA, math, social studies, and science. 
• Instruction in Technology, Music, Art, Physical Education for all grades. 
• Regents Classes in Math and Earth Science in Grade 8. 
• Humanities Program in Grades 5, 6, and 7 / Science Lab instruction for all grade levels. 
 

         Activities 
• Student Council / Peer Mediation Program. 
• Over 30 clubs, including Student Newspaper, Chorus, Dance Team, Drama Group. 
• Step Dance Instruction for Grades 1 & 2 / Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts. 
• Parish Sports Program in Basketball and Dance. 
 

                  Academic Excellence 
• NYS Test Scores above the State, City, and Diocesan Reference Point. 
• Terra Nova Standardized Tests Scores well above the National, State, City, and Diocesan 

Norms. 
• Students in Grade 8 are accepted to local Catholic High Schools and the premier programs 

offered by the NYC Department of Education. 

tion for all grades

Open House: Feb. 3, 9 - 10:30 a.m. and 1 - 2 p.m. or call for an appointment. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
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Mary Queen of Heaven 
Catholic Academy 

is Mill Basin’s top educa-
tional and Catholic institu-
tion, second to none! 

Our emphasis is on edu-
cating the whole child aca-
demically, spiritually and 
socially in preparation for 
their future role as citizens 
in a diverse society.

-
couraging community ser-
vice

-
ing teams

-
ships won 

program
We are very proud of our students 

who attained first place in essay and 

art contests.
Mary Queen of Heaven is a Cath-

entrusted with the mission of edu-
cating students, spiritually, aca-
demically, socially and physically, 
placing emphasis on skills and tools
necessary for success in today’s di-
verse society. 

We strive to maintain a Christ-
like atmosphere of respect, love and
concern.

For more information, visit  www.
mqhschool.net or call  (718) 763–2360.

Educates the Whole Child from Pre-K 3 to 8th Grade

Midwood Catholic Academy
A School You Can Believe In!

Grades: Nursery (3) to 8th Grade

Registration now ongoing for Grades Nursery to 7
Call 718-377-1800 for Registration Details

BRING THIS AD & GET $50 OFF REGISTRATION FEE!!

Common Core Curriculum

Title I Program / Guidance Counselor

Aquinas Honor Program

Physical Education

Technology

Music

Band Grades 1-8

American Sign Language Grades 2-8

Weekly After School Clubs

Daily After School Program until 6:00 PM

Bus Transportation Grades K to 6

Free Breakfast Daily 7:30 AM

Department of ED Lunch Service

Air Conditioned Computer & Science Labs

Air Conditioned Classrooms Grades 6 to 8

Smart Boards in EVERY Classroom

Chromebook for all students in Grades 3, 4, & 5

IPads in Nursery to Kindergarten Classrooms

These days, it seems even the young-
est children are using high-tech 

gadgets.
At Midwood Catholic Academy it’s 

part of the curriculum.
Third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade stu-

dents at the school use Chrome books 
in the classroom. Nursery, pre-kinder-
garten, and kindergarten students use 
iPads. Every classroom has a Smart 
Board. These are the tools needed for 
education in the 21st century, and Mid-
wood Catholic Academy is making 
sure all of its students, from nursery 
school through eighth grade, are ready 
for the challenge. 

The Academy also believes there’s 
a lot more to learn than technology 
and core subjects. Children are taught 
moral values, so they love, accept, and 
respect others. This is a Roman Catho-
lic school, and religious instruction is 
evident throughout the day. Prayers 
are said every morning over the pub-
lic address system, and students attend 
mass at nearby St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church every Wednesday morning. 

“In a world where negative val-
ues seem to be reinforced, Midwood 
Catholic Academy clearly teaches its 
students the meaning of honesty, re-
spect, and caring,” says Principal El-
ena Heimbach. 

Preparing children to be good Cath-
olics is a large part of the school’s iden-
tity. 

“These morals and values will take
them through adulthood,” she says. 

At the same time, “Promoting an
atmosphere of true learning is one of
Midwood Catholic Academy’s deepest
concerns.”

Music is taught to everyone, and
children in grades first through eighth
are encouraged to join the school band.
Here, they learn to play musical instru-
ments such as the saxophone, violin,
trumpet, xylophone, and drums. 

Physical education is an integral
part of the elementary school curricu-
lum, contributing to each child’s physi-
cal, mental, and spiritual well-being,
says Heimbach. 

Discipline is imperative to the
learning process. The administration
and faculty works together to develop
and enforce rules and regulations.  

The Midwood Catholic Academy
is affiliated with four churches in the
community: St. Columba, St. Vincent
Ferrer, St. Thomas Aquinas Flatlands,
and Our Lady Help of Christians. 

Midwood Catholic Academy [1501
Hendrickson St. between Avenue P and
Flatlands in Midwood, (718) 377–1800,
www.MidwoodCatholicAcademy.org. 

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE
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If the early action college 
acceptances that have been 

coming in are any indicator, 
the members of Xaverian’s 
class of 2016 will continue to 
uphold the school’s reputa-
tion for stellar college place-
ments.

Senior Isaac Jean-Fran-
cois has earned acceptance to 
Columbia University, where 
he plans on majoring in Biol-
ogy with a concentration in 
Women’s and Gender Studies. 
Isaac is a member of Xaver-
ian’s Speech and Debate 
team, as well as the Young 
Democrats club and Music at 
Xaverian. He has also taken 
part in volunteer service at 
CHIPS soup kitchen. Isaac 
attributes the education he 
has received at Xaverian as 
the main reason for his im-
pressive college acceptance, 
saying, “Speech and Debate 
has been an amazing asset 
for college prep. Also, the 
advanced courses under the 
teaching of AP and college 
professors have been unpar-

alleled. I think Xaverian has 
given me the chance to find 
myself in ways that no other 
school can. This is truly a 
family environment that pro-

tects, cares, and nurtures all 
of those involved in the com-
munity.”

Senior Francis Coen has 
earned acceptance to George-
town University, Villanova 
University, Fordham Univer-
sity, Loyola College Mary-
land, Manhattan College, 
Iona College, and Long Is-
land University. Francis has 
been involved with myriad 
extracurriculars during his 
time at Xaverian, including 
Swimming, Soccer, Lacrosse, 
Pipe and Drum Corps, and 
Mock Trial. While he is still 
weighing his options as to 
where to pursue his higher 
education, Francis is cer-
tain that his experiences at 
Xaverian have played a criti-
cal role in preparing him for 
college, saying, “Xaverian 
has allowed me to grow both 
academically and spiritually. 
It’s given me very rigorous 
and challenging academic 
courses, while still allowing 
me to join sports and activi-
ties that have helped me de-

velop into a well-rounded 
person. Xaverian has also 
played a huge role in the 
development of my faith 
through community service 

and retreats.”
Although the majority of 

the members of the class of 
2016 are still eagerly await-
ing their college acceptance 
news, it seems likely that 
they will live up to the prec-
edent of impressive college 
placements set by recent 
graduates. 

In Xaverian’s class of 2015 
alone, there were five stu-
dents who earned acceptance 
to Cornell University. 

The class of 2015 was 
awarded scholarships total-
ing $25,012,637 and its mem-
bers earned acceptance to 
a rich array of colleges and 
universities nationwide, in-
cluding Brown University, 
Boston College, Boston Uni-
versity, CUNY-Macaulay 
Honors College, University 
College of Dublin, Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, Roch-
ester Institute of Technology, 
and University of Richmond, 
to name a few.

For more information, visit 
www.xaverian.org.

Xaverian’s 2016 College Acceptance Preview

A Catholic, co-educational, college preparatory 
school in the tradition of the Xaverian Brothers since 
1957, Xaverian offers:

+ A cutting edge, one-to-one learning environment 
with iPads for every student 

+ Project and problem-based learning through 
hands-on classroom experiences within the 
Michael T. Strianese ‘74 STEM Program, Xaverian’s 
highly acclaimed Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math curriculum in conjunction with Project 
Lead the Way 

+ College counseling and Internship Program 

+ College credit opportunities available through 
numerous AP, St. John’s University, and Syracuse 
University courses

+ College placements at prestigious schools such as 
Princeton University, Cornell University, University of 
Pennsylvania, Brown University, University of Notre 
Dame, Macaulay Honors at CUNY, US Naval Academy, 
and US Military Academy at West Point, with the class 
of 2015 earning $25,012,637 in scholarships! 

+ Unique extracurricular offerings, including the 
renowned MAX (Music at Xaverian) Program, as 
well as a competitive athletic program for boys 
and girls

For more information, please contact Xaverian’s Office of Admissions at (718) 836-7100 x127 or admissions@xaverian.org 

7100 Shore Road, Brooklyn, NY 11209  |  www.xaverian.org/admissions  |  TACHS #011
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X A V E R I A N

X A V E R I A N
VISIT US

Spend a day on our campus as a 
“Clipper for a Day” and

experience what life is like as a Clipper!

PRIVATE 
BUS

SERVICE 
AVAILABLE!

Xaverian is proud to welcome 
its first co-ed class of incoming 

freshmen for fall 2016!

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
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At Fontbonne Hall Acad-
emy, young women can 

find their inspiration to be-
come leaders of tomorrow in 
a variety of fields.  New offer-
ings and expanded programs, 
especially in the fields of mu-
sic, art, dance, and foreign 
language provide students 
with opportunities to explore 
their talents, discover their 
potential and excel.

Fontbonne’s incoming 
Class of 2020 will be the first to 
have the opportunity to earn 
a diploma with a music desig-
nation. In order to earn the 
music designation diploma, 
students will be required to 
complete five units of music 
courses in four years. The 
curriculum will include His-
tory of Music, Music Theory, 
and three units of music per-
formance that can be earned 
through participation in Vo-
cal Ensemble and Select Cho-
rus. The school is working to-
wards adding instrumental 
courses in 2017-2018.

Fontbonne’s Art Program 
begins immediately in fresh-
man year with a one-year 

required art course in Vi-
sual Perception. The course 
requires each student to tap 
into her creativity to paint as 
a cavewoman, act in her own 
short film, create an abstract 
piece of Earth Art using sand 
on the beach, and build a 
large Pop Art sculpture.  

In sophomore year, inter-
ested students can pursue a 
three-year course of study 
in Major Art.  An introduc-
tory studio course begins 
with learning to draw sim-
ple shapes and then incor-
porates techniques such as 
pencil shading, mechanical 

drawing and deep perspec-
tive.  Students explore classi-
cal composition and contem-
porary design, and painting 
assignments challenge their 
observational skills and con-
ceptual creativity.

In Major Art 2, the second 
year art major will begin to 
develop a personal portfolio 
of artwork that investigates 
portraiture and life draw-
ing, two-point perspective 
and building design, and ex-
periments with a variety of 
challenging painting assign-
ments.

Major Art 3 is designed 

for those individuals intent 
on pursuing a career in the 
visual arts and allows each 
art major the opportunity to 
investigate the wide variety 
of twenty-first century ma-
terials that must be incorpo-
rated into any contemporary 
artist’s arsenal for both per-
sonal expression and under-
graduate admission.  

Photography is also avail-
able in senior year and cov-
ers the creative use of both 
digital and traditional cam-
eras.

Beginning in the 2016-
2017 school year, Fontbonne 
will partner with Collective 
Movements to offer a dance 
class for the first time. This 
class will focus on women’s 
empowerment, individual 
confidence and diversity of 
thought, with emphasis on 
the collaborative and cre-
ative processes. This year-
long course of study will 
be divided into three major 
units. Students will first fo-
cus on working together as 
an ensemble and working to 
hone the building blocks of 

creative movement, includ-
ing flexibility, musicality and 
balance. In the next unit, stu-
dents will delve into shared 
leadership within the ensem-
ble and will begin develop-
ing their own choreography. 
In the final unit of study, the 
focus will shift to planning 
and executing an end-of-year 
showcase, including organiz-
ing the costumes, venue, and 
lighting. The course culmi-
nates in a final performance 
in June.

The Foreign Language De-
partment offers Spanish and 
Italian, and will offer French 
in Fall 2016. Latin remains 
mandatory for sophomores. 

“Fontbonne believes in 
educating the whole young 
woman,” says Principal 
Mary Ann Spicijaric. “These 
new programs, especially in 
dance and music, truly com-
plement our strong science 
and technology programs. 
Our goal is to allow every 
opportunity for our students 
to discover what they love 
to study during their high 
school years.”

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE

Inspiring young women to be leaders of  tomorrow. 

#FHAgirlslead
Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood

Mr. Bellinger (“Mr.B”) and his Art students.

“Being a Major Art student means that you have a 
new fami�y of peop�e who �ome from di�erent ba��-
grounds and have di�erent stories but are �onne�ted 
by art. It has changed my life in many great ways. I 
encourage anyone interested in art to join because it 
truly is an incredible experience. With Mr. B as your 
teacher, you will have the best time in class!” 

FONTBONNE HALL ACADEMY

fontbonne.org

Gianna Dario ‘17 with Mentor, 
�l��a�er �a�hel �ose, at Gianna�s �l� �re-

�iere. (	au
�an Astoria �tudio�s Galler�)

AFH

Gianna Dario '17
Me�er o
  the �hitne� Museu�'s 
�outh �nsights Artists �rogra�
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St. Patrick
Catholic Academy

“Building upon the Past
Preparing Our Students

for the Future”

Join us for Catholic Schools Week
January 31 – February 5, 2016

Open Houses
Sunday, January 31st

12:00 - 2:00pm

Monday, February 1st

9:00 - 11:00am
Personal Tours Available upon Request

Meet Us: 401 97th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11209
Call Us: (718) 833-0124
Visit Us: stpatrickca.org

Nursery (1/2 Day & Full Day) 
to 8th Grade
Early Drop Off & Extended 
Day Programs
Comprehensive Technology 
Program
Fully Equipped Science Lab
Spanish Instruction – All 
Grades
Vocal Music, Orchestra, 
Recorder
Enrichment Programs - All 
Grades
Latin & Greek Roots Program
Drama Club
Toddler Parent and Play 
Program
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W hen it comes to backpack safety, 
most people tend to think about 
injuries caused by a heavy 

backpack or one worn improperly. 
However, there are other dangers as-
sociated with backpacks, and caution 
should be used.

Backpacks come in all shapes and 
sizes and can be a handy tool for stu-
dents or adults. When worn correctly, 
with weight evenly distributed across 
the back and shoulders, backpacks 
can be safer and more effective than 
using a purse or briefcase. But many 
people wear overly-loaded backpacks 
slung over one shoulder, which can 
pose problems with posture and lead 
to back issues. 

In addition to the physical strain 
backpacks can cause, they can be a dan-
ger in other ways. Many people fail to 
recognize how much space a backpack 
can take up. Entering the tight quar-
ters of a school bus or commuting on 
a train or bus means a bulky backpack 
can knock into other people. If that 
backpack is full of heavy, cumbersome 
books — or even a laptop computer — 
an inadvertent bump by the pack can 
cause injuries. Also, backpacks taken 
off and placed in bus aisles can be a 
tripping hazard.

Students can also be injured if a 
heavy pack falls on them. Children 
tucking backpacks into lockers or 
classroom cubbies may fi nd that they 
slide out and hit another classmate.

Backpacks change the way individ-
uals walk. Because the person is car-
rying around extra weight, she may 
lose balance or trip and fall, especially 
when going down steps.

To avoid these secondary hazards 
from backpacks, consider these tips:

Don’t overload a backpack. Carry 
only what is necessary. If too many 
books are the issue, parents should 
talk to the school administrators and 
teachers to reach a happy medium re-
garding textbook usage.

Be considerate to others. When 
on the subway or in the classroom, 
safely store the backpack under the 
seat. Be sure straps, or the pack itself, 
are not extending into the aisle.

Avoid rolling backpacks. Rolling 
backpacks may seem like a better op-
tion, but they can be diffi cult to roll. 
Some schools ban these styles because 
of tripping hazards.

Recognize how much space the 

backpack takes up when worn. 
Be conscious of others when turning 
around or entering a confi ned space. 

Be aware of the weight. To help 
avoid slips and falls, hold on to stair 
rails and do not run with a heavy back-
pack.

Choose a lightweight backpack. 
Canvas backpacks are generally 
lighter in weight than leather back-
packs. Do not add extra weight unnec-
essarily.

Backpack safety about 
more than back pain

Be aware of the weight. To 
help avoid slips and falls, 
hold on to stair rails and 
do not run with a heavy 

backpack.

St. Patrick Catholic Academy, estab-
lished in 2013, is located within the 

grounds of St. Patrick Church in Fort 
Hamilton, Brooklyn. We build upon 
the 150 year history of St. Patrick Par-
ish Elementary School in continuing to 
provide an exemplary Catholic educa-
tion for our students. The Faculty of St. 
Patrick Catholic Academy honors the 
legacy of the Sisters of St. Dominic, who 
ministered to the children of St. Patrick 
School for over 100 years, by continuing 
their charism of truth, prayer, study, 
common life, mission and praise.

The mission of St. Patrick Catholic 
Academy is to provide our students 
with an education rooted in the belief 
that the basis for all learning is both 
spiritual and intellectual. We fulfill 
our mission with a dedicated partner-
ship of administration, faculty and 
parents working cooperatively in nur-
turing our students to grow to be ethi-
cal and educated adults who will make 
a positive impact upon society in the 
future. Students at St. Patrick Catho-
lic Academy are given the opportunity 
to develop their talents in a caring en-
vironment that promotes individual 
learning styles. Our instructional 
program develops our students’ listen-
ing, writing and study skills enabling 
them to comprehend, analyze and 

synthesize knowledge across all cur-
riculum areas. Students on all grade 
levels participate in interdisciplinary 
projects that enhance research skills 
while incorporating STEM-Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math 
learning experiences. Arts Education 
is an integral part of our instructional 
program with Vocal Music on all grade 
levels, Recorders in Grades 3, 4, and 5, 
Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs, String Orches-
tra and Drama Club. 

Spanish and Enrichment are of-
fered on all grade levels. Fifth and 
Sixth Grade Dominican Scholars 
study First Year Latin with students 
in all grades participating in the Latin 
and Greek Roots Program. St. Patrick 
Catholic Academy offers a comprehen-
sive Technology Program; classrooms 
are equipped with SMARTBoards and 
students are provided with instruction 
that prepares them to tackle sophisti-
cated tasks such as coding.

At St. Patrick Catholic Academy, 
each student is encouraged to model 
our patron, St. Patrick, in leading a 
life of faith, perseverance and commit-
ment to service. Our students are well 
prepared to be life-long learners who 
will meet the challenges of high school, 
college and the work world with enthu-
siasm and success.
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 
accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear 
and tear.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication 

date: 1/22/16. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995
2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$19,995
'11 ACURA MDX

48k miles, Stk#1321

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$35,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BIGGER NEW YEAR

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.
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To the editor, 
Thanks to your reporter, Dennis 

Lynch, for his follow up on my letter 
regarding the Gowanus-Belt merge 
(“Gowanus Distressway: Signs still 
wack after promised fix,” online Dec. 
14, 2015).  It was a serious accident 
waiting to happen. 

He contacted the state Depart-
ment of Transportation, which I am 
sure was not easy, and got positive re-
sults. The signage is much better. 

State officials also said  in the 
article they will be back at a later 
time to enhance these changes. That 
makes me wonder, but will hope for 
the best. Thanks again, Dennis.   

Richie Hecht  
Bay Ridge

To the editor,
I was taken aback at the obvious 

pro-Muslim stance of M. Muthana’s 
letter (“Assault on Abruzzo,” Sound 
Off to the Editor, Jan. 15), respond-
ing to Shavana Abruzzo’s column 
“Christians make the world a better 
place” (A Britisher’s View, Dec. 25, 
2015). There are all too many inaccu-
racies, which cry for a response.

The most ignorant of statements 
were that during World War II Chris-
tians killed the six million Jews.  My 
friend, when you truly learn history 
you’ll see that during the Reich if one 
were a Christian, they and their fam-
ilies were ostracized from the Nazi 
Party. The ones who murdered the 
six million Jews along with millions 
of Christians (rarely reported) were 
also put to death by Der Furher’s 
henchmen. Men who gave up their 
beliefs to pledge allegiance to a mad-
man!  I seriously doubt that Adolph 
Eichmann went to church after these 
events.  

I visited the death camps in 
Dachau and saw two large mass 
graves.  One single stone grave 
marker with the star of David hov-
ers where the “countless number of 
bodies” of the Jews are buried.  The 
other area contains a simple stone 
cross where “countless numbers of 
Christians” are buried.

The Reich couldn’t care if peo-
ple were Jews, gays, Christian; they 
were put to death as they were per-
ceived a threat to the party.  Stalin 

and his atheist communist party car-
ried out this same tradition of death. 
More than 54 million people, Chris-
tians and Jews alike, met their fate at 
the end of a gun. 

I invite M. Muthana to venture 
into the 21st century where his or 
her brothers, practicing the “reli-
gion of peace,” ply the barbaric be-
headings, shootings, torture, and 
maiming of non-believers. Maybe 
Muthana should take up residence 
there, amongst the rubble they love 
to live in, to see first hand how won-
derfully accepting and loving these 
people truly are. No religion is per-
fect, though in our modern times, to 
do what is being done in the name of 
their god, is unforgivable.

The recent visit to the Americas 
by Pope Francis brought out tens 
of millions of people of every reli-
gion, in peace and brotherhood. A 
true change of your attitude that 
Christians are bloodthirsty war-
mongers is warranted.  

Robert W. Lobenstein
Marine Park

To the editor,
In “Christians make the world a 

better place,” Shavana Abruzzo says 
many things which aren’t totally ac-
curate. She says Christianity has set 
the “standard for ethics, morality, 
and freedom of worship.”

During the Inquisition the Catho-
lic Church tortured people, forcing 
them to convert to Christianity. Dur-
ing the Crusades Christians, some-
times with the pope himself, went to 
the Holy Land to kill Jews and Mus-
lims, whom they considered infi-
dels. In 1492 Jews were expelled from 
Spain or had to convert to Christian-
ity. After the Holocaust thousands 
of survivors were returning to their 
homes in Poland. Christians had 
moved into their homes when they 
were taken away. They didn’t want to 
give up these houses. When they saw 
Jewish men, women, and children 
approaching, they went out with a 
shovel and bashed in their heads,  
took off their clothes, and knocked 
out gold from their teeth. Then they 
threw the naked bodies into a stream. 
I learned about this from a documen-
tary on Channel 13.

What about the Magdelene laun-
dries? They were run by the Catholic 
Church in Ireland. Girls and young 
women were taken there to repent 
for sins, such as looking at a man. 
The church needed people to work in 
the laundries, so many trivial things 
were considered sins. They worked 
very hard with no pay, many worked 

very hard and died there. They were 
buried on the grounds of the laun-
dries. These laundries existed for 
many years. I saw a documentary 
about this on Channel 13. There was 
also a movie in theaters about this.

Then there are priests who were 
sexually molesting young boys for de-
cades. The movie “Spotlight,” which 
is in theaters now, deals with this. 
In 2011 the Catholic Church admit-
ted priests in 23 countries have been 
sexually abusing nuns for years. In 
return the nuns could be sent to the 
diocese of their choice. Some after 
getting pregnant were urged by the 
priests to get an abortion.

Christians have done good things, 
but they aren’t unblemished. Shav 
praises Christianity to the hilt, but 
she forgets Jesus was a Jew. There 
were no Christians then. Christian-
ity began many years after his death.
 Jerome Frank

Coney Island  

To the editor,
I am still shaking my head in dis-

belief after reading recent reports 
about what it takes to be suspended 
from a city high school. 

I am a product of the parochial 
school system from kindergarten 
through high school in the 1960s and 
early 1970s. I grew up in Brooklyn and 
still reside here today. I was never ar-
rested mainly because throughout 
my 12 years of Catholic school there 
were consequences for bad behav-
ior. If you were caught breaking the 
rules while in school, you would be 
punished (detention, punish lesson, 
the paddle etc.). That was while you 
were in school, administered by the 
teacher, usually at that time a nun or 
a brother. 

You would also get a letter home, 
but this letter was not to have you 
discuss the matter with your par-
ents — there was nothing to discuss. 
Your teacher was never questioned, 
you were wrong and would get pun-
ished again, and it was never stay-
ing in your room for a couple of days 
with no television or no video games 
because we didn’t even have them to 
begin with.

If you went home with that letter, 
first you would be afraid to show it to 
your parents, very afraid. After your 
mom read what you did, the look you 
got from her was like you just dis-
graced the whole family and family 
name, forever. Then you would hear, 
“Wait until your father gets home!” 
Yes, back then, almost everyone had 
a father living home with you unless 

he was dead. That was enough pun-
ishment right there, the hours that 
seemed like days or forever before he 
finally walked in the door.

Of course the wait wasn’t over yet. 
You would have to wait until after 
he ate his dinner before mom would 
tell him what you did to get this let-
ter home from school. Then whatever 
you got in school from the teacher 
you would get again from you father. 
The point is there was accountability 
for your small infractions when you 
were a kid in school and out of school, 
which in most cases kept kids on the 
straight and narrow path to become 
law-abiding citizens, and also have 
respect for the rules and for the law. 

What’s going on these days in and 
out of the schools is a recipe for di-
saster. There is a lot of blame to go 
around from the parent who says 
“not my child.” Of course not, it’s 
never your child’s fault, it was prob-
ably the teacher who always blames 
him or her for everything or the cop 
who always stops and harasses him 
or her all for no reason at all. Maybe 
your little Jane or Johnny is no an-
gel (or no devil either at that young 
age while in school), but those lit-
tle things that are constantly over-
looked get bigger and bigger until 
they are too big for you to handle, so 
the law handles it for you, and your 
little angel is now behind bars if he 
or she is lucky, or in a gang or dead if 
he or she is not. 

Nip it in the bud before it becomes 
out of control, and little Jane and 
Johnny wish they were punished 
while they were just kids in school 
for the little infractions that would 
have taught them right from wrong. 
Let them learn they are accountable 
for their actions throughout their 
lives and the letter you receive is 
from someone praising them and not 
from his parole officer.

Ernesto Cavalier
Flatlands

To the editor,
The disparaging comments about 

New York by Ted Cruz in last week’s 
Republican presidential debate were 
dissappointing. We must work to 
create a two-party town by demon-
strating to voters the benefits of core 
Republican principles, like school 
choice, accountability in government, 
and policies that promote job growth. 

This is the message Ted Cruz 
should have delivered. We cannot 
just give up New York to liberalism.

Bob Capano
Bay Ridge

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

1 New money only. APY effective January 19, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees 
and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. 
Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Flushing Bank 
is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

60-Month CD

1.80%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

24-Month CD

1.30%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

ook up the definition of 
co-dependant in the dic-
tionary and it indicates 

an unhealthy relationship be-
tween two people that is dys-
functional, leads to abusive 
behavior, and is just plain-old 
bad for both parties.

I can’t think of a bet-
ter word to describe Donald 
Trump’s budding romance 
with the media. They really 
need each other, they make 
each other act more boorishly, 
and no matter how much they 
profess to try, they just can’t 
quit each other.

I also realize that just by 
writing this column I am fall-
ing into the same trap as the 
rest of the media. But I believe 
that by looking at this honestly 
and exploring its destructive 
nature, we can come up with 
ways to stop giving Trump — 
and other demagogues like 
Ted Cruz — the attention they 
need to advance. 

In fact, I believe that for-
mer CNN anchor Campbell 
Brown had a good idea re-
cently when she implored her 
former colleagues to ignore 
Trump for at least one week. 
I am certain if that happened, 
the air would start leaking out 

of his campaign balloon. But, 
of course, that seems incred-
ibly unlikely, so we need to un-
derstand the problem and how 
it is wrecking our country.

Sure, there are some pun-
dits on MSNBC or writing 
for the Daily Beast or the edi-
torial pages of the New York 
Times who detest The Donald 
and all he stands for. But they 
still write about and broad-
cast him 24-7. This unhealthy 

relationship is having a per-
nicious effect on our political 
discourse.

Chris Matthews, the 
MSNBC talk show host, loudly 
admonishes Trump on his 
show and puts down his sup-
porters. He is so outraged! In 
fact, he is so mad that one night 
recently he pre-empted his own 
show and aired a one-hour doc-
umentary with warmed-over 
stories about the most covered 
man in media history. 

That’ll show him.
I’m just waiting for some 

cynical cable television mogul 
to introduce a 24-hour Trump 
television network. Kind of 
like what’s happened to VH1 
with the Kardashians.

In every dark cloud, 
though, there is a potential 
silver lining. As Mark Twain 
once said of himself, “Re-
ports of my death have been 
greatly exaggerated.” And so, 
too, the death of media — one 
of those self-destructive solip-
sistic memes we have heard 
for more than a decade — has 
been greatly exaggerated be-
cause it has found a savior.

For now.
But like many false mes-

siahs, the short-term ratings 

gains made by the media in 
2016 will come at far too great 
a cost: a degeneration into the 
crass, boorish, and sensation-
alistic. Readers and viewers 
— many of whom have already 
fled tabloid newspapers and 
broadcast media — may wake 
up in 2017 with such a hang-
over that they swear never to 
go near the cable dial again. 

You can channel surf all 
you want on the Sunday morn-
ing talk shows, but I guarantee 
you won’t have a Trump-free 
five-minute reprieve. He’s cat-
nip for the feline broadcasters 
who need him. They are prey-
ing on a mousy public that 
keeps on thinking: Will Trump 
crash and burn this time or 
will he continue to glide along 
like a large float in the Thanks-
giving Parade that makes him 
appear larger than life?

I’ve been trying to puz-
zle over this phenomenon re-
cently and I think I’ve par-
tially figured it out. Politics 
and policy is generally very 
predictable stuff. The Dems 
want more government, more 
programs to help the needy, 
more help for the middle class, 
more equal rights for women, 
gays, transgenders, and all un-

derdog subgroups of our popu-
lation. 

The Republicans, well, they 
want the opposite of all the 
above. As Ted Cruz, Trump’s 
main GOP rival and a mod-
ern-day Joe McCarthy, would 
say: We want people to have as 
many guns as they want and we 
want the government to leave 
us alone. Except when it come 
to abortion. Or gay marriage. 
On those, we want the govern-
ment to invade your doctor’s 
office or your bedroom.

I recently heard a great 
Cruz put-down by one of his 
former colleagues: “Why is 
Cruz so immediately disliked 
by those who meet him? It 
saves time.”

Well, against Cruz at least, 
time is on Donald Trump’s 
side. I think. 

As is the media, it seems.
To those who make their 

living covering the news: don’t 
fall for this circus trick. You 
may get a sugar high now, but 
the ultimate crash and burn 
will do long-lasting damage.

Tom Allon, the president of 
City & State, NY, was a candi-
date for Mayor in 2013. He can 
be reached at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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ada Pinkett Smith and 
Spike Lee are upset with 
the Academy of Motion 

Pictures Arts and Sciences for 
not nominating enough black 
actors for the Oscars, and they 
are both swearing boycotting 
the awards show. 

Boo-hoo! Hollyweird is 
scared — Lee and Smith won’t 
be there.

Let me enlighten you, Jada 
and Spike. Hollywood cares 
about only one color — green. 
The gods of Hollywood and 
Vine don’t give a fig or not if 
you come or don’t — non-Hol-
lywood-types are champing at 
the bit to fill their empty seats, 
anyhow. (Wink wink, Academy, 
I’m ready for my close-up).

And members don’t care if 
you sport a purple stripe be-
tween brown and white polka 
dots, who you sleep with (or 
don’t), what religion you prac-
tice (although the Church of 
Scientology does seem to have 
an edge), or what sociopolitical 
alliances you have — the only 
thing on the agendas of produc-
ers, agents, studios, and money 
men is how much dough they 
will make if they put you in a 
movie, and, if that movie wins, 
how much more they’ll make 

from distribution rights.
Unfortunately, Jada’s 

hubby Will hasn’t really been 
in any award-worthy mov-
ies lately. And Spike’s latest 
racially charged epic, “Chi-
Raq,” wasn’t released until De-
cember. Maybe it was a crappy 
movie, maybe Hollywood is 
tired of hearing about Chi-
cago and its issues, or maybe 
it was just not trendy enough 
to hit the big parade of movie 
blockbusters.

I am amazed at the out-

cry. Hasn’t Hollywood been 
very, very good to both Jada 
and Spike? Both live in luxury 
thanks to the money they made 
in movies, television, and mu-
sic. Both are part of the very 
same Tinsel Town movie mill 
that they take offense at. Both 
have achieved stardom and suc-
cess in many fields — thanks 
to those very same Academy 
members they want to boycott. 
So why bite the hands that have 
fed you and yours?

Sorry, Jada and Spike that 
you won’t be there, but the show 
will go on and be the usual, 
same-old arduous three hours 
of self-appreciation. The stars 
will somehow muddle through, 
the speeches will be made, the 
dumb jokes will be yukked at, 
and life in the land of make-be-
lieve will go on as before. 

Not for Nuthin™, but to 
paraphrase Tina Turner: 
Those big Hollywood wheels 
will keep on turning, churn-
ing, and rolling down the 
river, even without you.  Ques-
tion? Shouldn’t the stars that 
twinkle on the silver screen be 
in it for the artistic endeavor 
and not just the awards? 

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

her fa-
mously said, 
“If grass can 

grow through ce-
ment, love can 
find you every 
time,” but Brook-
lyn’s community 
gardens — potted with blood, 
sweat, and tears — are reap-
ing thorns from Mayor DeBla-
sio, who plans to uproot some 
of them for below-market-rate 
homes he can plant on the 
thousands of zombie lots and 
Franken-buildings blistering 
the cityscape.

Hizzoner clearly values the 
humble community garden or 
else he would not have spared 
most of the 43 sanctuaries on 
city-owned land that grow food, 
germinate unity, and serve as 
outdoor classrooms. But his 
plan to raze four borough beau-
ties and five more in Harlem to 
build 800 new low- and moder-
ate-income units is the pits.

Manhattan alone has 
enough abandoned apart-
ments and vacant lots to house 
all the homeless people in the 

city, claims Picture the Home-
less, which dug up 2,228 prop-
erties that could be turned 
into 24,000 residential units, if 
the mayor tilled the legislative 
and policy soil.

The long struggle for com-
munity garden legitimacy be-
gan in the early 1970s, when 
a fiscal crisis and a new top-
down management style at 
City Hall heralded a new era 
of neighborhood input and 
outreach. Eco buffs called the 
Green Guerillas — their slo-
gan remains “It’s your city. 
Dig it” — began lobbing “seed 
bombs” packed with fertilizer, 
buds, and water over fences 
around abandoned lots on the 
Lower East Side to grow life 
on dead land. Neighbors re-
sponded heartily and the com-
munity garden revolution took 

off. Today, all five 
boroughs bloom 
with more than 
600 verdant oases 
nurtured by or-
dinary people on 
an extraordinary 
mission.

Mayor Ed Koch, who leased 
land to local green thumbs for 
a buck and helped expand the 
community garden movement, 
once remarked of the produc-
tive public plots, “some of them 
have become absolutely neces-
sary and add back to the value 
of a whole neighborhood.”

Their continued success is 
simple, says Yonnette Flem-
ing, an urban food justice 
farmer behind the Hattie Car-
than Community Food Proj-
ect in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
composed of a garden, two 
farmer’s markets, and a farm 
which dodged a date with the 
wrecking ball.

“Community gardens help 
communities grow,” she says. 

Enough said.
Follow me on Twitter @

BritShavana

ho is Debbie Was-
serman Schultz?  To 
those of you who do 

not know because you are 
busy watching reruns of 
“Law and Order: Special 
Victims Unit,” Miss Schultz 
is the chairwoman of the 
Democrat National Commit-
tee.  That makes her one of 
the most important people in 
American politics.

A few months ago, when 
she was being interviewed by 
motor mouth Chris Matthews 
on “Hardball,” the questions 
included “What is the differ-
ence between a Democrat and 
a Socialist? I used to think 
there was a big difference? 
What do you think it is be-
tween a Democrat like Hil-
lary Clinton and a socialist 
like Bernie Sanders?”

 Miss Schultz answered 
the question by not answer-
ing the question.

 “The more important 
question is what’s the differ-
ence between being a Demo-
crat and being a Republican,” 
she responded.

Matthews pushed back.
“You’re the chairman of 

the Democratic Party,” he 
said, again asking the ques-
tion.

And again, her response 
was more gobbledygook and 
doubletalk.

I’m not sure if she pur-
posely avoided the correct re-
sponse — perhaps because to-
day there is no difference — or 
if she really didn’t know the 
answer. Either way, as a chief 
leader of the party, it is very 
likely that this important 
question would pop up again.

An experienced, intelli-
gent leader would have in-
troduced a proper response 
via the party’s talking points 
so that when it does, her col-
leagues would be prepared.

Well she didn’t and they 
were not. Last week, Chris 
Matthews was interviewing 
Hillary Clinton. He asked 
the presumptive Democrat 
candidate the same question 
several times, and each time, 
Mrs. Clinton did not answer 
it either. She responded with 
answers to questions that 
Matthews didn’t ask.

I would like to think that 
this very intelligent woman 
did that on purpose, but as 
I read and reread the tran-
script several times, it be-
came apparent that Hillary 
was also not prepared for 
this question. Debbie, you 
didn’t do your job.

And speaking of being un-
prepared, what in the world 

made Hillary Clinton tell the 
world that women who are 
sexually assaulted should 
be believed?  Didn’t she real-
ize that by saying that, the 
names of the women who 
were assaulted by her hus-
band will be resurrected and 
become household words 
again?    How many of you 
recall these names from 
the past? Gennifer Flowers, 
Paula Jones, Juanita Brod-
erick.  How can these stories 
help her campaign?

A Philadelphia police offi-
cer was shot while he was on 
patrol in his squad car. Be-
fore the law enforcement of-
ficials began their investiga-
tion, the mayor of the City of 
Brotherly Love called a press 
conference to tell the world 
that “In no way shape or form 
does anyone in this room be-
lieve that Islam or the teach-
ing of Islam has anything to 
do with what you’ve seen on 
the screen.” 

Really, Mr. Mayor. Per-
haps you should keep your 
mouth shut and your ears 
open before you voice your 
thoughts and make a fool 
of yourself. It didn’t take 
much to learn that the 
shooter is quoted as saying 
“I follow Allah, and I pledge 
allegiance to the Islamic 
State.”

Upon further investiga-
tion his own mother admit-
ted that her son became a 
devout follower of Islam. We 
are still waiting for mayor 
Jim Kenney to apologize for 
his stupidity.

I am StanGershbein@
Bellsouth.net telling you 
that Philadelphia is now 
known as The City of Broth-
erly Love and Sisterly Affec-
tion. How many of you knew 
that?

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

lease pay attention. 
There will be a quiz.

Starbucks recently 
took out a two-page, fold-
out, super-slick ad in the 
New Yorker to educate us be-
nighted, Folgers-swilling 
plebes on “The Art of Espresso 
and Milk.” 

Using a chart only slightly 
less complex than the Periodic 
Table of the Elements (for in-
stance, it did not list Barium 
or Neptunium), it showed a 
sort of timeline of coffee con-
coctions, starting with:

Doppio: “Two shots of 
espresso. Straight.”

Latte Macchiato: “Foamed 
whole milk marked with shots 
of espresso.” 

Flat White: “Sweet ris-
tretto espresso shots finished 
with whole steamed milk.”

Cappuccino: “A shot of 
espresso topped with a deep 
layer of foamed milk” 

And, but of course, Caffe 
Latte: “A shot of espresso in 
steamed milk lightly topped 
with foam.”

Got that? Okay, quick: 
Which drink dumps a shot of 
espresso into a cup of foamed 

barium?
Ah, just yankin’ your 

chain. That’s at Dunkin’ Do-
nuts. As for the Starbucks 
chart, I didn’t even give you 
all the concoctions on the list 
to prevent your head from ex-
ploding like an overheated 
doppio ristretto machine. 
(Didn’t Ristretto start out by 
making a boy out of wood? Or 

am I confused?)
Anyway, after all this, the 

ad explained as if to a dim bulb: 
“Latte Macchiato: Foamed 
milk marked with espresso 
makes it intensely bold.” Okay. 
While, “Flat White,” which is 
— as you’ll immediately recall 
— sweet ristretto espresso fin-
ished with blah blah blah is 
“rich and velvety.”

Never mind that the pic-
tures of these two ostensibly 
polar opposite drinks look 
about as unsimilar as those 
“Spot the difference!” puzzles 
you do while waiting for a 
Greyhound Bus.

Which perhaps explains 
why the ad is driving me to 
drink something stronger 
than a latte macchiato. (Or 
was it a caffe latte?) What I 
mean is: I’m drinking grain 
alcohol mixed with Yoo-hoo. 
You see, here’s a company that 
already asks us to fork over all 
our cash previously reserved 
for necessities like medicine 
and Home Box Office just 
to drink some scorched caf-
feine in a pseudo-chatty place 
where everyone is actually on 
their phone, staring at their 

laptops, and hogging the seat 
across from them. 

And now, for us not to 
sound like idiots there — “I’d 
like a coffee regular, please” 
— we have to study gradations 
between coffee drinks more 
subtle than the ones between 
flatworms and tapeworms. 
(Do not go look these up! Or 
at least, do not click on “im-
ages.”) 

Starbucks has already 
amused itself by training us 
to say “tall,” when we mean 
“small” — tall being the lit-
tlest cup of coffee you can get 
without whittling yourself 
a mug on the spot. And some 
marketing exec earned her 
wings by convincing us that 
grande and venti are the two 
most sophisticated words in 
the world, even though these 
really mean, “I am a grand 
baboon,” and “Excuse me. My 
vent is open.”

Other Starbucks words that 
you might not realize have di-
rect English translations are:

Caffe Espresso Frappu-
cino: Milkshake

Vanilla Frappucino: Va-
nilla Milkshake

Caramel Flan Frappu-
cino: Gloppy Milkshake

Caramel Ribbon Crunch 
Frappucino: Crunchy Milk-
shake

Double Chocolaty Chip 
Frappucino: Shameless Milk-
shake 

Hazelnut Frappucino: 
Milkshake for High-Income 
Squirrels 

Shaken Sweet Tea: Tea 
with sugar. Duh. And some-
one who isn’t you got paid 
(and healthcare, too!) to 
shake it. 

Caffe Americano, by the 
way, simply means coffee. Like 
the stuff you get at the donut 
cart, for $1, without having to 
learn a new language, or in-
quire as to how artisinally the 
cart guy plans to dissolve your 
sugar. 

And with the extra $4 you 
save, you can buy several 
hand-twisted, cane-sugar 
dipped inzuppare ciambel-
las.

You know, glazed donuts. 
Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and the editor 
and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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By Colin Mixson

Burlesque is the new black.
The all-black strip-tease show 

Shades of Burlesque will shim-
my its way into Clinton Hill music 
venue C’mon Everybody on Jan. 27. The 
risque revue offers hilarity and sensual-
ity of a different f lavor than more typi-
cal, vanilla burlesque shows, according 
to the group’s host.

“Whenever all black people sing a 
song versus all white people, it’s like 
cooking with bacon versus cooking with 
vegetables,” said Ashley Brokington. 
“There’s a certain funky soulfulness 
and sexiness that you’re not going to 
see with a room full of white girls. But I 
may be biased — I’m a black girl and I 
think black girls are delicious.”

Shades of Burlesque started in 2012, 
when Bedford-Stuyvesant strip-tease 
artist Sweet Lorraine noticed a distinct 
lack of color in the burlesque acts she 
visited.

“I’ve been performing burlesque off 
and on since 2009 and, before that, I was 
going to every single burlesque show I 
could find and I didn’t see any people 
or women of color at all on the stage,” 
said Lorraine.

But when she put Shades of Burlesque 
together, she was overwhelmed by the 
support and interest the show got.

“When I decided to do Shades, there 
was this outpouring of performers, and 
everybody came out,” said Lorraine.

Lorraine and her girls — and a few 
guys — found a new crowd excited to 

witness performers they could relate to. 
“The audience showed up, and they 

hadn’t come before, because they wanted 
to see themselves on stage,” she said.

Performers with Shades of Burlesque 
say they are drawn to the art for a num-
ber of reasons — first and foremost 
being the feathers and sequins in the 
outfits.

“Primarily the costumes, they’re gor-
geous,” said strip-tease artist Brown 
Cocaine Love. “I’m a jazz dancer, 
Broadway-ish performer, so we were 
all about the big productions and the 
beautiful costumes, so that’s what drew 
me to it.”

The avant-garde burlesque scene 
also offers freedom of expression and 
a lovey-dovey kind of inclusiveness, 

according to Love.
“There’s a freedom to it, and the com-

munity is great,” she said. “Everybody 
wants to be involved in something that 
they want to believe in.”

And since everyone asks: her striking 
name was given to her by a rommate, 
and serves as a description of her high-
speed, on-stage alter ego, she says

“Brown Cocaine was a name given to 
me by a roommate, and that’s the name 
given to my sexuality,” said Brown 
Cocaine Love. “It’s my alter ego, and 
when I get on stage, that’s who I am.”

Shades of Burlesque at C’mon Everybody 
(325 Franklin Ave. between Clinton Place 
and Greene Avenue in Clinton Hill, www.
cmoneverybody.com). Jan. 27 at 8:30 pm. 
$15 ($25 VIP).

All-black burlesque troupe is shaking it up

Fifty Shades of play
Teasers: Shades of Burlesque performers (from left) the Incredible, Edible Akynos; Monroe Lilly, Sweet Lorraine, Ashley Brockington, and Genie Adagio will take the stage on Jan. 27. Photo by Jason Speakman



COURIER LIFE, JAN. 22-28, 201652    24-7

By Bill Roundy

This space survey is skipping 
the galaxy far, far away!

A video variety show will 
explore the worlds of space opera 
films at Nitehawk Cinema on Jan. 
28, but will blast right past the most 
famous example of the genre. “Star 
Wars” is just too big to include, says 
the host of “Kevin Geeks Out about 
Space Opera.” 

“I feel at this point, a month 
and a half after ‘Star Wars’ comes 
out, people are kind of oversatu-
rated with Star Wars,” says Carroll 
Garden comedian Kevin Maher. 
Instead, the show will cover “every-
thing surrounding it — the movies 
that came before it and influenced 
Star Wars, the ones that ripped-off 
Star Wars, the ones that tried to be 
the next Star Wars.”

The night will feature melodra-
matic tales of interplanetary conflict 
like the “Flash Gordon” serials, the 
“Battlestar Galactica” TV shows, 
and “Jupiter Ascending,” the widely-
panned 2015 film featuring Channing 
Tatum as a canine space-warrior.   

“We always try to run the gamut 
of the best and the worst of the 
genre,” said Maher.

The  “Kevin Geeks Out”  series 
addresses a different topic each 
month, examining cinematic tropes 
like attacking animals, super villains, 
or lady robots. No matt how silly the 
subject, Maher gives it a thorough 
analysis.

“There’s a level of simultaneously 

taking this way too seriously, but then 
not taking it very seriously at all,” 
said Maher. “It’s a little bit academic, 
but with a sense of humor — you can 
take stupid things seriously.”

And Maher recruits guest speak-
ers to provide new perspectives, 
with each showing film clips to sup-
port their arguments. Among the 
guests at the Space Opera show 
will be comedian Jen Northington, 
defending “Jupiter Ascending” as 
“the ultimate space opera,” and 
Meg Sweeney Lawless, presenting 
a super-cut of one of the least oper-
atic things imaginable — every bit 
of paperwork contained in the first 
season of “Star Trek.” 

“It’s one of the nerdiest things 

we’ve ever done on the show,” said 
Maher. 

And despite the official mandate 
to keep “Star Wars” out of the Jan. 
28 line-up, Maher knows that the 
saga is going to come up.

“Even if we’re never addressing 
the elephant in the room, Star Wars 
is the yardstick that space opera is 
measured by, so we will inevitably 
be talking about it by comparison,” 
he said.

Kevin Geeks Out about Space 
Operas at Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384–3980, www.
nitehawkcinema.com]. Jan. 28 at 9:30 
pm. $15.

By Sarah Iannone

What is a hipster, really?
A recently-arrived 

Bushwick writer ques-
tions whether he counts as a member 
of that reviled group in the new 
one-man show “Last Hipster in 
Brooklyn,” opening on Jan. 28. The 
show comes out of the writer’s con-
fusion at the many different descrip-
tions of the hipster set. 

“There’s a lot of talk of course 
about Brooklyn and hipsters but 
everyone kind of struggles to pin 
down what a hipster is,” said Nick E. 
Finn, the show’s writer and star.

Finn began interviewing people 
about how they defined hipsters, but 
the descriptions he got agreed on 
only one thing — hipsters are bad.

“Everyone seemed to agree on the 
idea that hipsters are bad and no one 
liked them,” he said. 

During the 70-minute show, 
which combines spoken word poetry, 

hip-hop and multimedia elements, 
Finn plays 13 characters, including 
Brooklyn natives, recent transplants, 
a police officer, and “the leader of 
the hipster revolution.” Together the 
stories reveal how different people 
view hipsters, and the evolution of 
Brooklyn neighborhoods.

“I’m trying to explore what is 
going on by getting different per-
spectives about the forces that have 
changed Brooklyn culture today,” 
said Finn.

Finn came to Brooklyn from 
Seattle five years ago and fell in 
love with the borough, but he also 
saw that his arrival was part of the 
changes affecting the neighborhood. 

“I had to bear witness to that and 
also take my responsibility for that 
change and own my experience,” 
he said. 

Finn got input on the chang-
es in Brooklyn from his wife, a 
Brooklyn native (and a character in 

the play), and from the show’s direc-
tor, Modesto Flako Jimenez, who 
is Dominican-born but Bushwick-
raised. Jimenez signed on to produce 
and direct the show once he realized 
that Finn was willing to confront his 
own role in gentrifying the area. 

“This is how we can help each 
other,” he said.

“Last Hipster in Brooklyn” at Jack 
(505 Waverly Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill, www.jackny.org). Jan. 28 at 8:30 
pm, Jan. 29 at 7 pm, and Jan. 30 at 
10 pm. $15.

By Dennis Lynch

It is a literal space opera!
A young man with 

stellar ambition reaches 
for the stars in an opera 
launching at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music on Jan. 
28. And you can forget about 
fat ladies and viking helmets, 
because “The Astronaut’s 
Tale” boldly goes where no 
opera has gone before, said 
its stage director.

“ ‘The Astronaut’s Tale’ 
is a multimedia piece — we 
have an actor, three singers, 
a very exciting percussive 
orchestra, and gorgeous pro-
jections of outer space on 
three surfaces that create 
a multidimensional visual 
effect,” said Nancy Rhodes.

Fort Greene’s  Encompass 
New Opera Theatre  is the 
first company to perform the 
family-friendly production 
by the late librettist and actor 
Jack Larson in its entirety. 
The production clocks in at 
just over an hour — perfect 
for young space junkies — 
but “really packs a wallop,” 
Rhodes said.

“There’s a fantastic rock-
et launch at the climax of the 
opera,” she said. “The way 
we planned it, it should be 
an interesting and exciting 
moment.”

The opera traces the life 
of a young man named Abel, 
from his days as a 13-year-
old stargazer through jour-
ney as an adult sitting in a tin 
can, high above the world.

Larson worked close-
ly with scientists at the 

California Institute of 
Technology to make sure the 
science in “The Astronaut’s 
Tale” was sound, but Abel’s 
journey also has a mysti-
cal element. Abel’s religious 
upbringing clashes with his 
scientific lessons, but the 
boy learns to reconcile the 
two on his journey to the 
heavens.

Larson planned to come 
to Brooklyn to see the pro-
duction, but the 87-year-old 
died in December. Rhodes 
says that the play’s examina-
tion of life, death, and the 
afterlife is all the more poi-
gnant now that its creator has 
passed on.

“In addition to being an 
actor, Jack was a poet and 
a philosopher, he always 
said he put everything he 
knew into this opera,” she 
said. “He addresses biblical 
and philosophical ideas, but 
nobody’s made to feel the 
fool. All of the aspects of the 
afterlife come out his play. 
He really wrote a real, com-
plete idea of our existence.”

Real-life astronaut 
Michael Massimino will 
attend a pre-show reception 
on Jan. 28. Tickets for the 
reception and opening show 
cost $125.

“The Astronaut’s Tale,” 
at BAM’s Fishman Space 
[321 Ashland Pl. between 
Lafayette and Hanson places 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100, www.bam.org]. Jan. 
28–30 at 8 pm, and Jan. 
30–31 at 3 pm. $20–$49 (half 
off for students).

Astronaut opera at BAM

Space opera revue looks beyond ‘Star Wars’

Here and there: Bushwick-raised director 
Modesto Flako Jimenez produced “Last 
Hipster in Brooklyn,” written by actor 
Nick E. Finn. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Well-suited for the job: Actor Eapen Leubner plays the title character 
in “The Astronaut’s Tale,” an opera about about a boy who dreams 
of traveling to the stars. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

There’s a starman waiting in the seats: Lightsaber-wielding “Kevin Geeks Out” host 
Kevin Maher will present a survey of space opera films on Jan. 28, focusing on the 
ancestors and successors of “Star Wars.”  Photo by Jason Speakman

Launching 
into a song

LOSE THE FORCE

The tragically hipster
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ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue
See our menu at:
www.AtlasSteak.com

Saxophone Night
Fridays
live music 
starts 7pm

Hours 
Monday–Wednesday, 5–10:30pm
Thursday–Sunday, 4–11:30pm

Brunch Hours 
Coming Soon

  LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

B8BQ

Gift Certificates 
Now 

Available

Transportation

Hear all about us on Brooklyn Paper Radio 
every Monday afternoon from 4:30-5:30

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$26.95*$16.75 $21.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$31.00*
$29.00
$32.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

LUNAR 
NEW YEAR
CELEBRATION

Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company

YEAR OF THE MONKEY

Tickets: $25 adults / $12.50 children

BrooklynCenter.org
Box Office: 718-951-4500
Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

to Flatbush Avenue 
on-site paid parking available

2

Supported by: 

Sun, Jan 31, 2016 at 3pm
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Word’s pick: “Shriver” by Chris 
Belden

Shriver gets an invitation to 
a writer’s conference, based 
on his notorious one-hit-won-
der novel “Goat Time.” But 
Shriver is not the man the 
organizers assume he is — 
he’s never written anything 
in his life. Can he pass him-
self off a literary genius, 
while at a conference sur-
rounded by offbeat char-
acters, including a detective 
eyeing him as the prime suspect in a missing 
persons case? Part thriller and all dark satirical comedy, 
Belden kept me laughing and questioning — who is the 
real Shriver?

— Kristina Kaufman, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“The True Deceiver” by Tove Jansson 

Writer and illustrator Tove 
Jansson is best known as the 
creator of the Moomins, but 
she also wrote several less-
widely-read books for adults. 
Set in a small Finnish village 
in the depths of winter, her 
novel “The True Deceiver” 
tells the story of loner Katri, 
who worms her way into 
the life of Anna, an isolat-
ed children’s book author. 
It is a quiet, cold, pretty book 
about the lies we tell to protect us from other 
people, and from ourselves.

— Jen Keefe, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.
com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Anatomy of Fascism” by Robert 
Paxton

Why read a book on fas-
cism in 2016? Pay attention 
to our current election cycle 
and the growing right-wing 
unrest in Europe and you 
might know why. Historian 
Robert Paxton’s brilliant 
book offers a lucid analysis 
of the roots, rise, and radi-
calization of Mussolini’s 
razza and Hitler’s volk. 
By the book’s end, Paxton 
reasons out a clear, workable definition of 
the 20th Century’s most reviled and destructive inven-
tion, noting ominously that an American-born fascism 
will be accompanied not by the fasces or swastika, but 
the stars and stripes. 

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

n to 
sed 
n-
ut
e 

— 

t i i i

Tove 
the

but
ss-
s. 
e 
r 

ok 
f h

fas-
on
cle
ng 
u 
n

le definition of

By Allegra Hobbs

This food film looks at a melt-
ing pot.

A documentary premier-
ing at Cobble Hill’s Brooklyn Israel 
Film Festival on Jan. 24 explores the 
people and culture of Israel through 
food and flavor, providing a new look 
at a country often viewed in light of 
political strife.

“We wanted to give people another 
type of insight into Israel,” said festi-
val chair Naomi Berger, who selected 
“In Search of Israeli Cuisine” along-
side a pair of darker political films to 
showcase the full complexity of the 
country.

The film trails award-winning, 
Israeli-born chef Michael Solomonov 
as he explores the unique combina-
tions of cultures and traditions that 
inform the culinary hodgepodge 
that is Israeli cuisine — ultimately, 
exploring the question of whether a 
distinct Israeli cuisine even exists, 
given the country’s relative youth and 
the diversity of culinary styles that go 
into the cooking.

“There are over a hundred cultures 
that have come to Israel from around 
the world, and many that have been 
there for hundreds of years, and they 
each have their own distinct heritage, 
and with that heritage comes food 

traditions,” said Roger Sherman, the 
film’s director. 

Sherman, who will speak after the 
film’s premiere on Sunday, says that 
he was blown away by Israel’s rich 
food culture.

“I went and was completely 
knocked out by the food scene there,” 
he said. “It is like New York or San 
Francisco or Paris. You can’t get into 
the restaurants.”

The country’s approach to food 
may ring true to urban viewers who 
make their way to the Kane Street 
Synagogue for the premiere — Israeli 
chefs have a strong penchant for all-

natural, freshly-picked ingredients, 
just like trendy chefs in Brooklyn. But 
a chef in Israel would never identify 
as a locavore, said Sherman.

“The idea of locavore is complete-
ly foreign to them because every-
thing is local,” said Sherman. “You 
can drive most of the country within 
two hours.”

“In Search of Israeli Cuisine” pre-
mieres at the Brooklyn Israel Film 
Festival at the Kane Street Synagogue 
[236 Kane St. at Tompkins Place in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875–1550, www.
kanestreet.org/biff2016]. Jan. 24 at 7 
pm. $15.

By Dennis Lynch

No blizzard will keep Bay 
Ridge from rocking out!

Even if the streets are 
packed with snow, the Bay Ridge 
bar circuit is packed with shows. So 
once you dig out your sidewalk, you 
should have no trouble finding some-
thing worth walking to.

You can start this weekend off 
slow or with a bang. For the former, 
head to the Greenhouse Cafe (7717 
Third Ave. between 77th and 78th 
streets) at 9 pm for a few pints and 
some acoustic rock covers from the 
Neighborhood Skells. For the latter, 
hit up Kelly’s Tavern (9255 Fourth 
Ave., between 93rd and 94th streets) 
at 9:30 pm, where the local cover 
band Love Button is reuniting for 
one night only.

The festivities start early on 
Saturday at Red, White, and Brew 
(8910 Fifth Ave. between 89th and 
90th streets) where Identity Theft will 

play classic tunes by Jimi Hendrix, the 
Temptations, Bruce Springsteen, and 
more starting at 4 pm. Bring a guitar 
and tune up your voice — the band 
welcomes aspiring rockers who dare 
to hop on stage for a tune or two.

Identity Theft will pack it in at 8 
pm, but your night is just starting! You 
have a few choices:

Head up Fifth Avenue to The 
Hideout (8415 Fifth Avenue between 
84th and 85th streets) if you are in 
the mood for eclectic indie and punk 
tunes from a Candy Hearts-headed 
lineup. The show starts at 8 pm, the 
event’s  Facebook page  promises “no 
cover” and “no rules.” 

If tasty licks and riffs are more 
your cup of whiskey, head over to Leif 
Bar (6725 Fifth Ave. between 67th 
and Senator streets) at 9 pm for blues 
standards and more from Tomcat and 
the Whiskey Rats.

Or you can catch Garden State 
cover rockers Johnny Drama at 11 
pm at the Wicked Monk (9510 Third 
Ave. between 95th and 96th streets). 
And while you are there, raise a glass 
in honor of the Monk’s chef  Russell 
Titland, who lost his battle with can-
cer on Jan. 14 .

New movie looks at 
Israel’s food culture

Salad days: Director Roger Sherman will discuss his film “In Search of Israeli Cuisine” 
after its premiere at the Brooklyn Israel Film Festival on Jan. 24. 

LAND OF MILK 
AND HUMMUS

Bay Ridge braces for show-storm
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, JAN 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. UTAH JAZZ: 
$20–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: $90–
$2,500. 7:30 pm.

SUN, JAN 24
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. OKLAHOMA 
CITY THUNDER: $45–
$4,000. 3:30 pm.

MON, JAN 25
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. DETROIT 
RED WINGS: $55–
$1,500. 7 pm.

TUE, JAN 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MIAMI HEAT: 
$25–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, JAN 27
MUSIC, MUSE: $45–$75. 

7:30 pm.

MON, FEB 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DETROIT 
PISTONS: $45–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, FEB 2
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. MIN-
NESOTA WILD: $55–
$1,500. 7 pm.

WED, FEB 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. INDIANA 
PACERS: $25–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, FEB 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. SACRA-
MENTO KINGS: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SUN, FEB 7
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. ED-
MONTON OILERS: 
$15–$1,050. 2:30 pm.

MON, FEB 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DENVER 
NUGGETS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

WED, FEB 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MEMPHIS 
GRIZZLIES: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

THU, FEB 11
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. LOS 
ANGELES KINGS: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, FEB 12
MUSIC, LADIES NIGHT 

R&B SUPER JAM: With 
Jodeci, Faith Evans, 
Jagged Edge, Black-
treet, and more. $65–
$145. 8 pm.

SUN, FEB 14
MUSIC, MAXWELL AND 

NAS: $50–$300. 8 pm.

MON, FEB 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. DETROIT 
RED WINGS: $15–
$1,050. 1 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, JAN. 22
MUSIC, “UNDER THE TAN-

GLE”: An original dance-
play about an adolescent 
girl who becomes en-
snarled in a labyrinth after 
the sudden loss of her par-
ents. $35 ($20 in advance). 
11 am. BAM Fisher (321 
Ashland Pl. between Han-
sen Place and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org.

ART, “CONEY ISLAND”: 
Painter Frank Morrison 
exhibits his works inspired 
by the historic Brooklyn 
neighborhood. Free. 2–7 
pm. House of Art Gal-
lery [408 Marcus Garvey 
Blvd between Halsey 
and Macon streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (347) 
663–8195], www.hoagal-
lery.com. 

ART, “ANAMORPHOSIS”: A 
psychogeographic video 
and photo installation that 
seeks to make visible the 
physical and social lines 
that divide and connect a 
community. Free. 2–6 pm. 
Open Source Gallery [306 
17th St. at Sixth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (646) 279–
3969], www.open-source-
gallery.org. 

MUSICAL SHABBAT: A musi-
cal Shabbat service with 
guitar, violin and accor-
dion. All ages are encour-
aged. Free. 6:30 pm. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

DANCE, FLIC FEST: Each 
night of this dance festival 
features two full-length 
dance performances from 
different companies, fol-
lowed by a short perfor-
mance cabaret. $25 ($20 
students). 7 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488–9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

THEATER, “THE GLORY OF 
THE WORLD”: This play 
by Charles Mee observes 
as 17 male friends gather 
to celebrate the 100th 
birthday of Catholic monk 
Thomas Merton. Chaos 
ensues. $30. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100], www.bam.org. 

MOBY DICK DINNER: A meal 
and drinks inspired by the 
foods eaten by Ishmael 
and the crew, with some 
readings from Melville’s 
novel. $60. 7:30 pm. Court 
Tree Collective (371 Court 
St. between Carroll Street 
and First Place in Carroll 
Gardens), www.tableof-
contentssupperclub.com. 

COMEDY, CATHOUSE VARI-
ETY SHOW: Matt J. Weir 
and Madonna Refugia host 
a free night of comedian.
Free. 7:30 pm. Industry 
City Distillery [33 35th 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues; Sixth Floor 
in Sunset Park, (718) 305–
6951], www.drinkicd.com. 

THEATER, “LONGYARN”: 
A folktale about a woman 
raised by cows who be-
comes a riverboat pirate, a 
professional wrestler, and 
a crack addict. $18. 8 pm. 
Bushwick Starr (207 Starr 
St. between Irving and 
Wykoff avenues in Bush-
wick), www.thebushwicks-

tarr.org. 
MUSIC, COLLABORATIVE 

DUETS WITH GELSEY 
BELL: Bell performs with 
her sister, choreographer 
and dancer Biba Bell, and 
with John King. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

MUSIC, MARIAMI: Free. 10 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-
live. 

SAT, JAN. 23
DANCE, STEP AFRIKA!: The 

dancers of Step Afrika! 
use their bodies as instru-
ments, combining tradi-
tional step choreography 
with other styles including 
tap, modern, and hip-hop 
to create a high-energy 
performance. $20. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd. between Amersfort 
and Kenilworth places in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenteron-
line.org. 

MUSIC, THE AMERICANS: 
$10. 8 pm. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

MUSIC, “ACCIDENTS WILL 
HAPPEN”: In a tribute to 
Elvis Costello, a number of 
artists and bands come to-
gether to bring the artists’ 
songs to the stage. Free. 8 
pm–midnight. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddys-
bar.com. 

MUSIC, DINA REGINE: Free. 
9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 

Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org. 

ART, “AMERICAN HOME” 
COCKTAIL HOUR: Sip a 
drink with Nadine Bough-
ton, whose collage pieces 
combine 1950s pulp ad-
venture images with im-
maculate images of subur-
ban homes. Free. 2–5 pm. 
United Photo Industries (16 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo), www.unitedpho-
toindustries.com. 

FREE SOCCER COACH-
ING WITH NEW YORK 
COSMOS: The New York 
Cosmos will run free soc-
cer hour-long coaching 
sessions for kids. Ages 5–6 
at 9 am, ages 7–9 at 10 am, 
and ages 10–12 at 11 am. 
Book a space at the team’s 
website: www.nycosmos-
tdp.com and select “The 
Pitch” from the Register 
drop-down menu. Free. 
9 am–noon. The Pitch 
Brooklyn [196 N. 14th St. 
between Wythe and Berry 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–3159], www.
thepitchbrooklyn.com. 

2016 INVENTGENUITY 
FESTIVAL: At this festi-
val of hands-on creativ-
ity, kids will construct real 
and imagined mechanical 
birds that will appear to 
take fl ight in a large-scale 
kinetic sculpture-scape. 
Free. 11 am–5 pm. PS 32– 
MS442 [317 Hoyt St. at 
Union Street, (718) 855–
7600], www.beamcenter.
org/festival. 

TALK, INTRODUCTION TO 
COMICS: Cartoonist Jen-
nifer Camper leads a free 
introduction to cartoon-
ing techniques, using fun 
games to teach writing, 
drawing, and layout de-
sign. Beginners and non-
cartoonists, ages 15–adult 
are welcome. Free. 2 pm. 
Windsor Terrace Branch 
Library [160 E. Fifth St. 
at Ft. Hamilton Parkway 
in Windsor Terrace, (718) 

686–9707], www.bklynli-
brary.org/locations/wind-
sor-terrace. 

TALK, HOW DO WE SAFE-
GUARD WOMEN’S RE-
PRODUCTIVE RIGHTS?: 
The Brooklyn Queens 
National Organization for 
Women commemorates 
the 43rd anniversary of the 
Roe v Wade decision with 
speakers and a discussion. 
Free. 4:30 pm. The Church 
of the Gethsemene [1012 
Eighth Ave. between 10th 
and 11th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 769–8901], 
brooklynqueensnow.org. 

CARDBOARD ROBOT BAT-
TLE: Robots clash in this 
evening of cardboard car-
nage! Nine card-bots slug 
it out in four matches, with 
puppet shows between 
each bout. $18. 8 pm. Stan-
dard Toykraft [722 Met-
ropolitan Ave. between 
Manhattan and Graham 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–3163], www.
standardtoykraft.org. 

SUN, JAN. 24
TU BISHVAT FESTIVAL: Tu 

Bishvat is Israel’s Birthday 
of the Trees, and a special 
time to celebrate the envi-
ronment. This unique event 
will feature interactive 
storytelling, crafts, and art 
workshops run by local art-
ists and community organi-
zations. For kids 5-10 years 
old. $5. 9 am–noon. Han-
nah Senesh Community 
Day School [342 Smith St. 
between First and Second 
Place in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 858–8663], www.han-
nahsenesh.org. 

TALK, “WE ARE THE NEW 
ABOLITIONISTS”: Plym-
outh Church sponsors a 
free education and ac-
tion event on the issue 
of human traffi cking. 
Free. 12:15 pm. Plymouth 
Church [75 Hicks St. at Or-
ange Street in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 624–9385], plymouth-
church.org. 

READING, “NOBODY’S BIZ-
NESS IF I DO”: A discus-
sion of Henrietta Bingham, 
the jazz hound, Blooms-
bury muse, and queer cul-
ture vixen who lived large 
during the Jazz Age. Free 
with Museum admission. 2 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

READING, WATER CONSER-
VATION AND ISRAEL: A 
talk with Seth M. Siegel, 
author of “Let There Be 
Water: Israel’s Solution for 
a Water-Starved World.” 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn 
Heights Synagogue [131 
Remsen St. between Henry 
and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
522–2070 ex.160]. 

TALK, “PERSON PLACE 
THING”: Experience a live 
taping of the interview 
show hosted by Randy 
Cohen, with featured 
guest director Trevor 
Nunn, formerly of the 
Royal Shakespeare Com-
pany. $15. 7 pm. Theatre 
for a New Audience, Po-
lonsky Shakespeare Center 
[262 Ashland Pl. between 
Fulton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(212) 229–2819], www.

Continued on page 56

A-muse-ing show: British band Muse will inspire its legion of 
fans when it rocks Barclays Center on Jan. 27. 
 Associated Press / Owen Sweeney

Letting Suess: The Gallery Players give the “Seussical” musi-
cal a self-referential twist, with a boy stumbling on a group of 
actors portraying Dr. Seuss’s fantastical characters. The show 
opens on Jan. 30. Scott Andrew Cally
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(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd, Brooklyn, NY

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME

ROMEO AND JULIET 
Saturday, February 13, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. | $35/32

The State Ballet Theatre of Russia

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with the most romantic ballet of all time!
Shakespeare’s timeless tale of tragic love, choreographed by  
Bolshoi choreographer Michael Lavrovsky and featuring 55  

of Russia’s brightest ballet stars.
 “Full of enchantment!”– The New York Times

tfana.org. 

MON, JAN. 25
JEWISH EARTH DAY!: Learn 

about the symbolism of 
fruits and trees while fulfi ll-
ing the Kabbalist goal of 
bringing the world closer 
to spiritual perfection. In-
cludes a dinner with fruit 
wine. RSVP required. $15 
($10 members). 7 pm. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TALK, “SECRET SCIENCE 
CLUB”: The monthly Se-
cret Science Club features 
mind-bending lectures, 
volatile experiments, 
chemical libations, star-
gazing sounds, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

TUES, JAN. 26
TALK, SLATE’S “MOM AND 

DAD ARE FIGHTING” 
LIVE: Slate’s parenting 
podcast comes to Brook-
lyn. Hosts Allison Benedikt 
and Dan Kois welcome 
Chirlane McCray, First 
Lady of New York City, 
along with Oliver Jeffers, 
illustrator of “The Day the 
Crayons Quit,” children’s 
musician Laurie Berkner, 
and more. $20 ($40 VIP). 
6:30 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

READING, CHARLIE JANE 
ANDERS: Author Anders 
reads from her new sci-fi  
novel “All the Birds in the 
Sky.” Free. 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

READING, “MEMORIALS TO 
SHATTERED MYTHS — 
VIETNAM TO 9/11.”: Art 
historian Harriet F. Senie 
will give a lecture on her 
new book about modern 
memorial design, which 
she argues direct attention 
away from actual events 
and reframe tragedy as 
secular or religious tri-
umph. Free. 7 pm. St. Ann 
& the Holy Trinity Church 
[157 Montague St. at Clin-
ton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 875–6960], 
www.stannholytrinity.org/
author-lecture-and-book-
launch. 

Continued from page 55 
WED, JAN. 27

TALK, THE ASIAN COM-
MUNITIES IN BENSON-
HURST: A discussion of 
the rapidly-growing Asian 
community in Bensonhurst 
with local activists and 
pols. $5 (free for mem-
bers). 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, “RISK!”: A live 
show and podcast created 
and hosted by Kevin Alli-
son, where people tell true 
stories they never thought 
they would dare to share. 
With Kevin Allison, A.D. 
Miles, Kurt Braunohler, 
Lauren Cook, and Julie 
Halston. $15. 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, BLOODMIST ALBUM 
RELEASE EVENT: The 
metal-infl uenced experi-
mental band celebrates 
the release of its debut 
album “Sheen.” Event ad-
mission includes one copy 
of the album. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

THURS, JAN. 28
ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 

AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many ex-
hibits and galleries every 
Thursday evening, spon-
sored by Squarespace. 
Free. 6– 10 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, ART HISTORY HAPPY 
HOUR: An un-serious art 
history lecture accom-
panied by Coney Island 
games, wine, and beer. 
Presented with the exhibit 
“Coney Island: Visions of 
an American Dreamland, 
1861–2008.” Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

TALK, AN EVENING WITH 
THE NEW YORK RIVET-
ERS AND THE NATIONAL 
WOMEN’S HOCKEY 
LEAGUE: Spend an eve-
ning with the league’s 
commissioner and founder 
Dani Rylan, New York 
Riveters head coach and 
former New York Ranger 
Chad Wiseman, and a few 
Riveters to talk about their 
groundbreaking new team. 
$5 (free for members). 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

DANCE, “SEPARATI”: Vim 
Vigor Dance Company 

presents a new work by 
Shannon Gillen, about fi ve 
characters traveling along 
a highway and experienc-
ing their past, present, 
and future. $25. 7:30 pm. 
Gelsey Kirkland Arts Cen-
ter (29 Jay St. between 
John and Plymouth streets 
in Dumbo), www.vimvigor-
dance.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, “TAINTED LOVE 
’80S DANCE PARTY”: 
Free. 10 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FRI, JAN. 29
DANCE, LAVI MIYÒ DANCE 

PERFORMANCE: Haiti 
Cultural Exchange pres-
ents a work in progress 
that focuses on the emo-
tional, physical, and spiri-
tual stability of individuals 
affected by trauma. $10 
suggested Donation. 6 pm. 
Haiti Cultural Exchange 
[558 St. John’s Pl. between 
Classon and Franklin av-
enues in Crown Heights, 
(347) 565–4429], haiticul-
turalx.org/revolisyon. 

SPOKE THE HUB’S 15TH AN-
NUAL WINTER FOLLIES: 
More than 30 performing 
artists present fi ve minutes 
of whatever they do best 
at this showcase. The audi-
ence vote for which artist 
or group should get a full 
production at a Gowanus 
space. $20 ($15 in ad-
vance). 7:30pm. Old First 
Reformed Church [729 Car-
roll St. at Seventh Avenue 
in Park Slope.

COMEDY, “POINT BREAK 
LIVE!”: FBI agent Johnny 
Utah gets bro-manced by 
one truly radical criminal 
in this live show, which re-
cruits an audience member 
for the lead role. $30 ($26 
in advance). 8:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, AS LOLAS: Free. 
9:30 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

SAT, JAN. 30
MUSIC, PARK SLOPE SING-

ERS WINTER CONCERT: 
The choral group presents 
Brahms’ German Requiem, 
sung in German. $15 $10 
(students and seniors). 3 
PM. Church of the Good 
Shepherd [7420 Fourth 
Ave. at 75th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (440) 320–8669], 
parkslopesingers.org. 

MUSIC, ANTIETAM, SPEED 
THE PLOUGH, HEROES 
OF TOOLIK: $8. 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, SUESSICAL: The 
Gallery Players present the 
family musical based on 
the fantastical books of Dr. 
Seuss. Before each mati-
nee, children are welcome 
to a behind-the-scenes 
“Theatre Thinks” talk. $18 
($15 seniors and children). 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 
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NOW SERVING
PIZZA
– Featuring

Our Famous 200 Year Old
Recipe!!

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

DINER & RESTAURANT
1619 86TH ST • BROOKLYN, NY • 718-331-2221

ENJOY BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER & COCKTAILS • OPEN 24 HOURS

from 
everyone

   At

Enjoy a

FREE
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)

FREE PARKING ON PREMISES
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

RATED #1 
DINER IN BROOKLYN

BY THE DAILY NEWS

When you’ve got 90 years of expe-
rience, you know how to throw awe-
some parties.

Their grandparents may have 
started Sirico’s Catering, but two 
cousins, Hercules and Jim Sirico, 
are the ones that keep these parties 
going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to 
be done? Your life just got easier 
because everything you need is co-
ordinated by Sirico’s in-house wed-
ding planner who directs the pro-
cess.    

Ceremony: Want to get married 
here? Say the word, and the planner 
will say, “I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be 
good. With customized menus for 
every taste and budget, it will be. 
Guests enjoy drinks and food in a 
separate room for the cocktail hour, 
then make their way to another 
for dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for the 
bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, 
hip, gets the party started, and 
keeps it moving all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will 
be treasured for a lifetime, so Siri-
co’s works with proven photogra-
phers and videographers who make 
sure special moments are captured. 
The beautiful gardens and active 
fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the 
mood and atmosphere, so color-co-
ordinate your event with an LED 
lighting package. It can match your 
wedding colors. Or, reach for the 
stars with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright blue 

sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because 
Sirico’s party planner has your 
back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where the 
guest of honor can wait with friends 
before the introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the 
place where teens enjoy drinks that 
include virgin pina coladas, straw-
berry daiquiris, and frozen sensa-
tions.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun 
food, customize designed to taste. 
Among the offerings: taco stations, 
a mashed potato bar, and sliders. 
For dessert, there’s an ice cream 
sundae bar, candy tables, and Siri-
co’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-
house designs and decorations, tai-
lored to teens. Balloon center pieces 
are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls 
for unique needs, and Sirico’s ac-
commodates them all. Whether it’s 
an anniversary, retirement, Com-
munion, Confirmation, corporate 
event, or other special occasion, Sir-
ico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can 
accommodate up to 100, 200, and 300 
people. Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for all 
guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.

between 80th and 81st streets in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.
siricos.net]. Open Tuesdays through 
Sundays, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s
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BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Basketball hasn’t been at the 
forefront of Paul Robeson 
players’ minds since team-
mate Rikky Degale’s shocking 
stroke.

But the team fended off a 
potential losing streak after 
rallying a 67–53 victory over 
South Shore on Jan. 15 — and 
it was all for Degale, one player 
said.

“Our prayers are with him 
— he is always in our heart,” 
said junior guard Keith Swin-
ton. “We are playing for him. 
As soon as our friend gets bet-
ter, we would like to bring the 
championship trophy to him.”

Degale played in the team’s 
loss at Benjamin Cardozo 
on Jan. 10 before the stroke. 
The group played with heavy 
hearts after visiting their 
teammate in the hospital on 
Jan. 12, only to lose to last-
place Bedford Academy. And 
Robeson players, determined 
not to lose three straight, still 
had reserve junior guard De-

gale on their minds when they 
hosted South Shore on Jan. 15.

Robeson is a team that can 
compose itself and fi nish off a 
sloppy game strong.

“In the fourth quarter, 
they played their behinds off,” 
Myles said. “For three quar-
ters they were in mud.”

The Eagles’ offense was 
unstoppable in the fi nal eight 
minutes of play. Robeson (7–3) 
outscored the Vikings 20–9 in 
the quarter, which included a 
17–0 run.

And the squad put the de-
fensive pressure on South 
Shore, staving off any Vikings 
fi eld goals until there was 2:20 
left and the game was already 
sealed.

“This is a very important 
win for us, because now we are 
tied for second with Westing-
house,” forward Issac Konte 
said. “We got to beat Lincoln, 
Jefferson, and Brooklyn Colle-
giate.”

Swinton led Robeson with 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
St. Francis College got the 
bounce-back win it needed 
thanks a stellar effort from 
Tyreek Jewell.

The senior dropped in a ca-
reer-best 23 points and dished 
out fi ve assists to power the 
surging Terriers men’s basket-
ball team to an 85–67 win over 
Sacred Heart at the Pope Center 
on Jan. 16. St. Francis, which 
shot a season-high 55.1 percent 
from the fl oor, got strong con-
tributions around Jewell also.

“The ball moved, and I 
thought Tyreek and Yunus 
[Hopkinson] were outstand-
ing,” Terriers coach Glenn Bra-
ica told reporters. “I thought 
Chris [Hooper] was very good. 
I thought Amdy [Fall] was fan-
tastic. I thought Keon [Wil-

liams] did a good job. I like Jon 
[Doss] in his role of coming off 
the bench. I thought they were 
all good today.”

St. Francis has won three of 
its last four Northeast Confer-
ence games after dropping its 
fi rst two during a four-game 
losing streak. A 61–59 loss at 
Bryant on Jan. 14 was the lone 
blemish during the recent 
surge. Bryant guard Shane 
McLaughlin connected on a 
tough game-winning jumper 
with just 1.3 seconds remain-
ing in the second half.

Jewell followed up 20 points 
against Bryant with an even 
bigger night versus Sacred 
Heart (3–14, 2–4). He was all 
the Terriers needed to move 
past the tough defeat. Jewell 
scored in double fi gures for the 

10th time in the last 11 games. 
He shot seven of 10 from the 
fi eld and went four-for-six from 
three-point range. Jewell, who 
is averaging a team-leading 
13.3 points per game this sea-
son, has shown an uptick be-
cause his shot selection has im-
proved.

“I’ve always been a scorer, 
but I’ve just gained more con-
fi dence,” Jewell said. “Coach 
always preaches to us to be pa-
tient on offense — and about 
not jacking up shots. He tells us 
to move the ball and get good 
shots. I think everyone on the 
team is realizing that we have 
to put defense as our No. 1 pri-
ority.”

St. Francis (7–12, 3–3) used 
an 11–1 run to grab a 33–12 lead 

Continued on page 64

Continued on page 64

• ‘Everyone is screaming 
out his name, jumping on 
him, hugging him.’

• ‘I realized they 
needed me. It just 
pushed me.’

— Canarsie basketball hero Rawle Alkins’s mother 
Derline Zephir on her son’s short homecoming.

— South Shore’s Keyanna Glover on 
her effort in the team’s victory.

QUITE A GEM: Tyreek Jewell scored 23 points for St. Francis in a win over 
Sacred Heart on Saturday.  Photo by William Thomas

FLYING HIGH: Robeson’s Jonathan Murray gets air. Photo by Jason Speakman

Jewell sparkles as Terriers 
continue winning streak

Robeson back on track after losses
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The Nets are at a self-
made crossroads. Its 
lack of draft picks leaves 

the club little margin for er-
ror when choosing the path 
it hopes leads out of the Na-
tional Basketball Associa-
tion’s basement.

Manager Billy King, who 
 owner Mikhail Prokhorov 
reassigned last week , left the 
organization and his succes-
sor very few options for fi x-
ing the franchise with just 
one fi rst-round draft pick 
over the next three years 
and $56.7 million in salary 
commitments in 2016–17.

The team’s best hope for 
a turnaround is a smart 
general manager, a player-
friendly coach, and Prokho-
rov’s deep pockets.

Pundits  expect the 
league’s salary cap and lux-
ury tax threshholds to soar  
from $67.1 million to $89 mil-
lion — with the luxury tax 
threshold climbing from 
$81.6 million to $108 million 
— thanks to a new multi-bil-
lion-dollar television deal, 
according to a USA Today 
article. It could go up again 
drastically in 2017–18 — pos-
sibly capping salaries at $108 
million and the luxury tax 
at $127 million.

That leaves the Nets 
plenty of money to throw 
at free agents over the next 
two summers. And the fran-
chise has all the motivation 
— Prokhorov said he de-
serves a championship even 
more now than he did when 
he fi rst bought the team six 
years ago.

Way back when, Prok-
horov and then–part-owner 
Jay Z offered a “Blueprint 
to Success” and promised 
a championship, but that 
never happened, despite his 
best — and sometimes risky 
— efforts.

“I think we have been 
really bold, and we did our 
best in order to reach a 
championship,” Prokhorov 
said. “And I still believe, 
with some luck, our re-
sults might have been more 
promising. But I’ll do my 
best to make us a champi-
onship team.”

That is still the goal, and 

it always will be, but the 
team is a lot further away 
than it was six years ago.

I applaud the team’s re-
ported interest in former 
Raptors and Suns general 
manager Bryan Colangelo 
as King’s replacement. The 
two-time National Bas-
ketball Association “Ex-
ecutive of the Year” has a 
proven track record and 
would bring a clear vision to 
Brooklyn.

Multiple reports have 
suggested former Bulls 
coach Tom Thibodeau may 
take over for interim Nets 
coach Tony Brown. His re-
cord is stellar. Thibodeau’s 
Bulls squad won 64.7 per-
cent of its games and made 
the playoffs all fi ve years. 
But Brooklyn should still 
proceed with caution — his 
strong will and hard-head-
edness contributed to his de-
mise in Chicago.

If the Nets aren’t into this 
for a long-haul rebuild, then 
Brooklyn’s own Mark Jack-
son makes more sense. His 
Golden State players loved 
him, and he helped mold the 
group into a championship 
team.

Jackson’s charisma and 
confi dence would be an as-
set when trying to lure 
free agents to build around 
Brook Lopez and Rondae 
Hollis-Jefferson. He would 
also handle the New York 
market and media better, 
something that appeared 
important to Prokhorov.

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Their connection transcends 
words.

South Shore point guard 
Keyanna Glover only needed 
to see the look on teammate 
Destiny Philoxy’s face late in 
a game against Truman ear-
lier this month to know she 
needed to step up during a city 
fi nal rematch against Grand 
Street on Jan. 13. The players’ 
ability to communicate with-
out words — the synchrony re-
quired — made them a force to 
reckon with during the South 
Shore girls’ 51–35 victory last 
Wednesday.

The sophomore Glover was 
not playing up to her poten-
tial, discouraged with her pre-
vious play and reduced min-
utes. That placed added strain 
on Philoxy, who had to score 
more and defend harder — and 
Glover saw it taking a toll dur-
ing the team’s match-up with 
Truman earlier this month.

“Sometimes she gets tired 
and looks at me like, ‘Key we 
need you,’ ” Glover said.

The look reminded Glover 
how much her teammates 
need her and Philoxy to click.

“I realized they needed 
me, so does my point guard,” 
Glover said. “It just pushed me 
to play harder.”

Then the pair gave every-
one a glimpse of what South 

Shore can do when it’s in sync. 
The duo combined for 15 of 
South Shore’s 20 points during 
a decisive third quarter that 
set the tone for the Vikings’ 
win.

Glover scored a game-high 
15 points and had a personal 
7–0 run during a Vikings 16–0 
spurt ending the third quar-
ter. Philoxy chipped in 13 
points. The effort is exactly 
what Gladden hoped to see.

“That’s a hard backcourt to 
stop,” he said. “They both can 
create shots. They both can 
create shots for other team-
mates. If Glover picks it up 
and gets going, that is a tough 
backcourt to deal with it.”

The pair cut short a Wolves 
rally and gave defending 
champion South Shore (13–1, 
10–0) control for good. Grand 
Street (8–6, 6–2) trailed 23–

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Hometown hero Rawle Alkins 
made a stop home in New York 
on his journey to greatness.

The Brooklyn native and 
former Christ the King star, 
who currently plays for North 
Carolina’s Word of God Acad-
emy, is entering the last leg of 
the college-recruitment pro-
cess, and he was back in New 
York City for two games at 
the Big Apple Basketball In-
vitational at Baruch College 
over Martin Luther King 
weekend. The Canarsie na-
tive received his Scholastic 
Aptitude Test scores and will 
begin scheduling offi cial vis-
its to his numerous college 
suitors, he announced after 
an 86–78 loss to Genesis Prep 

on Saturday night.
Alkins, Rivals.com’s No. 

9-ranked senior in the coun-
try, has narrowed the list 
down to North Carolina, St. 
John’s, North Carolina State, 
Arizona, Kansas, Kentucky, 
University of Nevada, Las Ve-
gas, Louisville, and Indiana — 
now he just has to whittle that 
down to one, he said.

“From there, it is picking a 
school,” Alkins said.

He will have to miss some 
of Word of God’s games to visit 
the schools and hasn’t set his 
itinerary yet, he said. Alkins 
texted every school on his list, 
and they want him on their 
campus as soon as possible, he 
said. 

But one thing is certain 

after he spent a year away at 
school: Distance will not be a 
factor in his decision.

“I know the life that I want 
to choose — I’m going to be 
away from home regardless,” 

Stars align in South Shore’s impressive win

HOMECOMING: Canarsie native 
Rawle Alkins, playing for Word of 
God (N.C.), drives to the hoop at the 
Big Apple Basketball Invitational at 
Baruch College. Photo by Robert Cole

IN SYNC: Destiny Philoxy’s combined effort with (not pictured) Keyanna 
Glover put the Vikings ahead of Grand Street. Photo by Jason Speakman

Syncing feeling

Alkins’s recruitment 
phase continues

Nets cannot 
afford any 

more missteps

Continued on page 64

Continued on page 64
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with 5:07 left to play in the fi rst half. 
It forced 12 turnovers and led 41–18 at 
the break. Hooper had 19 points and 
seven rebounds for the Terriers, and 
Hopkinson chipped in 18 points. Cane 
Broome led the way for Sacred Heart 
with 18 points and fi ve boards.

Blackbirds fl y past Bryant
Sophomore Trevin Woods scored 

a career-high 20 points, including six 
three-pointers, to push the Long Is-
land University men’s basketball team 
to a 79–61 win over Bryant at the Well-

ness Center on Jan. 16.
It was the Blackbirds’ second-

straight victory in conference, fol-
lowing a rally from 17 points down to 
beat Wagner 71–70 on Jan. 14. Long Is-
land University (9–8, 3–3) used a 25–6 
run to take a 44–25 lead late in the 
fi rst half.

Aakim Saintil had 16 points and 
four assists, and Joel Hernandez added 
15 points for Long Island University, 
which had fi ve players in double fi g-
ures. Jerome Frink tallied 12 points 
and seven rebounds. Sophomore Mar-
tin Hermannsson chipped 11 points 
with a career-high eight assists. Mar-
cel Pettway paced Bryant (7–12, 4–2) 
with 20 points and 10 rebounds.

Continued from page 61 

TERRIERS

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The Medgar Evers girls’ basketball 
team started the season strong — and 
then lost its steam.

Slow beginnings have kept the Cou-
gars from building any momentum 
since a lopsided loss to Public School 
Athletic League favorite South Shore 
earlier this month. The problem reared 
its ugly head again in a 61–45 loss to 
Cardinal Spellman at the Rose Classic 
Super Jam on Jan. 18 at Nazareth.

“It’s frustrating because you go so 
far and then you take two steps back,” 
Medgar Evers coach Mike Toro said.

Poor shooting mixed with lacklus-
ter defense put Medgar Evers behind 
22–4 after the fi rst quarter and 28–15 
at the half. Spellman ripped off a 13–0 
run to begin the third and push its lead 
to 35–15 with fi ve minutes left in the 
quarter. Getting out of the gate slow 
cost them two non-league loses by a 
combined 10 points.

“We need to learn how to start both 
halves stronger,” Toro said.

Senior guard Mikala Casimir (8 
points) had seen enough. Spellman 
went to its bench early, so she began 
attacking the basket and picked up 
her defensive intensity. It is the type of 
leadership Toro expects from her and 
needs more of.

“I’m trying to be a leader,” Casimir 
said. “Mike has been telling me some-
body has to step up, and I am trying to 
be that person.

The team’s effort level grew, and it 
ripped off a 15–3 run to help pull within 
13 points in the game’s fi nal three min-
utes, but it could not get closer. Brianna 
Rudolph, Alisia Machado, and Gabri-
ela Moore each scored 10 points for the 
Cougars. Leah Pinilli paced Spellman 
with 18 points and Diamond Christian 
added 14.

The Cougars, who are 4–5 in league 
play, still have time to get things to-
gether with fi ve division games left. 
Medgar Evers has to face Francis 

Lewis and will get a second chance at 
Grand Street, which beat it by just four 
points.

“We have had a rocky road lately,” 
Casimir said. “We just have to keep 
our heads up.”

Molloy beats Boys & Girls 
The Kangaroos squad turned up its 

full-court pressure to cut a 15-point to 
six defi cit in the third quarter, but it 
couldn’t complete the rally in a 67–61 
loss at the Rose Classic Super Jam.

A Kalima Daniels three-pointer 
made it 56–52 at the 5:28 mark and a 
Fatoumata Konare put-back cut the 
Molloy lead to 59–53 with 4:07 to go. 
Molloy’s Jenna Mastellone answered 
with a three and an Emily Johnson 
put-back kept the Kangaroos at bay.

Daniels (19 points) led four Boys 
& Girls players in double fi gures, in-
cluding Kania Pollock, who chipped 
in 14. Kathryn Kanhoye scored 11 
points and Konare added 10. Mastel-
lone led Molloy, scoring 12 of her 22 
points in the second half, and Kath-
ryn Gibson had 18.    

Spellman foils 
Medgar Evers

STEADY SHOOTING: Gabriela Moore 
scored 10 points, but it was not enough to 
propel her team past Cardinal Spellman on 
Jan. 18. Photo by Jason Speakman

a game-high 22 points and 16 rebounds. 
Konte scored 14 points and grabbed a 
game-high 17 boards. Senior Ziare Ma-
teen and junior Shevon Anisca, who 
scored 15 points apiece, led South Shore 
(4–6).

It looked like South Shore was the 
better team early on in the contest, be-
cause its offense started the game on 
fi re. The Vikings went on a 13–0 run 
in the opening quarter. Five different 
players scored in the frame, and South 
Shore took its largest lead of the game 
at 19–8 with 3:42 left in the fi rst.

Robeson took away some of the 
South Shore momentum and lowered 
the defi cit to 24–19 going into the sec-
ond quarter. 

Neither team scored much, though, 
because of turnovers, and South Shore 
went into the half leading 33–28.

Eagles players were able to shake 
off their fi rst-half struggles by locking 
down on defense.

Swinton scored seven points in the 
frame where the Eagles outscored the 
Vikings 19–11 and taking a 47–44 lead 
into the fourth quarter.

“We weren’t prepared on defense [in 
the fi rst half].” he said. “Once we got the 
feel of their offense than we were able to 
put our defense into full effect.”

Continued from page 61 
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11 at the half but brought the defi cit 
to 27–18 after a three-point play from 
Shanice Graves with 3:04 in the third. 
It took South Shore a little more than a 
minute and a half to score 16 points — 
mostly off Grand Street turnovers — 
and take 43–18 lead into the fourth.

“They opened it up,” Gladden said.
The loss marks Grand Street’s sec-

ond-straight in league play — both 
without Syracuse-bound forward Sha-
nique Edwards. The junior forward 
is ineligible to play. She hasn’t met 
minimum school-attendance require-
ments, because her mother has been 
in and out of the hospital over the last 
two weeks, according to Wolves coach 
Corey McFarlane. In his eyes, her ab-

sence wasn’t the reason for the losses.
“Shanique not being there is not an 

excuse to lose to South Shore,” McFar-
lane said.

Senior guard Kasiah Lucky scored 
14 points for Grand Street. South Shore 
held the Wolves’s top forward, Star 
Fitzgerald-Greer, to fi ve fourth-quar-
ter points.

The defensive effort pulled South 
Shore through a diffi cult — but unde-
feated — four-game stretch away from 
home. It looks more and more like a 
team capable of defending its crown, 
but it knows Grand Street will try to 
ususrp that position.

“We are just as good as last year, 
because we have the same chemistry,” 
Philoxy said. “We know each other 
more, and we got heart. It means a lot, 
but it doesn’t mean we are not going to 
see them again.”

Alkins said. “College  — I am going to 
travel everywhere. I’m not going to be 
home even if I go to a local school.”

The 6-foot-4 Alkins, who is play-
ing in the fi ve boroughs for the sec-
ond time this year, rebounded from 
a slow start and foul trouble against 
Genesis. He scored 19 of his 24 points 
in the second half and grabbed 10 re-
bounds. His best sequence came mid-
way through the fourth quarter, when 
he buried a three from the right side 
and converted a beautiful spin move 
for a layup, pulling his team within 
72–66 with 4:17 to play. But his best ef-
forts weren’t enough.

“I would have liked to have won the 
game, but unfortunately it didn’t hap-
pen,” Alkins said.

He did not return to Christ the 
King, because he was not eligible to 
play his fi fth high-school season in the 
CHSAA after playing varsity games in 
Florida before returning home.

Alkins helped Christ the King pro-
duce an unprecedented era of winning. 
He is the only player in school history 
to win three Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association Intersectional titles 
and also win two state-level, Federation 
Class AA crowns. Last season, Alkins 
became the fi rst boys player at Christ 
the King to record a triple-double.

In some ways, he misses playing 
with Christ the King — and in front 
of packed gyms. Word of God enrolled 
just 230 students compared to Christ 
the King’s 900.

“I miss the people, some of my 
friends,” Alkins said.

He is enjoying the simple things 
during the short stay in New York 
City — a night in his family’s Brook-
lyn home, pizza, and a chat with local 
reporters. 

Alkins’s return has been a home-
coming, mother Derline Zephir 
said.

“Everyone is screaming out his 
name, jumping on him, hugging him, 
kissing him,” she said.

Alkins has adjusted to life in North 
Carolina in more isolation than he 
is used to, but he is still a city kid at 
heart. His family has made the trip 
down a few times to watch him play 
and check in. But there are times that 
there really is nothing to do down 
there, and Alkins gets bored, he said. 
His mother believes the time away 
will ease his college transition, she 
said.

“It’s a start of being responsible,” 
Zephir said. “As much as it is hard not 
having him around, it’s showing him 
how to focus.”

Alkins’s attention, when he is not 
on the court, can now fully focus on 
fi nding his next destination — his re-
cruitment’s fi nal phase is a go.

Continued from page 62 
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Need to put some money 
in your pocket?

Sell your unwanted 
in our classifieds sections

Today!
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STK# 293489

$5,9992006 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

TOURING 2 DR CONVERTIBLE                               111,034 MILES
STK# 772420

$14,4002004 JEEP WRANGLER

SPORT 4WD 2DR SUV / MANUAL 5-SPEED 77,806 MILES
STK# 526875

$3,9002001 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

BASE 4DR WAGON 122,005 MILES

STK# 145676

$17,9992014 TOYOTA COROLLA

LE PLUS 4DR SEDAN 3,454 MILES
STK# 631081

$6,499 2007 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

TOURING 4DR WAGON 77,609 MILES
STK# 123751

$3,9992006 CHEVROLET UPLANDER 

LS 4DR MINI VAN 115,486 MILES

STK# 174183

$11,2002007 TOYOTA AVALON

LIMITED 4DR SEDAN 93,639 MILES
STK# 169888

$13,9992014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

SXT 4DR MINI VAN 89,526 MILES
STK# 698766

$9,4992008 TOYOTA MATRIX

XR 4 DR WAGON 87,733 MILES

STK# 128593

$13,4992004 LEXUS LS 430

BASE 4DR SEDAN 91,633 MILES
STK# 039764

$13,1002007 LEXUS RX350

AWD 4DR SUV 123,060 MILES
STK# 602026

$9,9992007 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

LAREDO 4WD 112,140 MILES

CHECK OUT OUR FULL INVENTORY
WWW.CONEYANDVAUTOSALES.COM


