
Month xx, 2016

Your Neighborhood — Your News®Jan. 24, 2016

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 11

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COMA CNG Publication

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 4 Vol. 5 No. 4 Vol. 5 No. 4 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COMA CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 4 Vol. 5 No. 4 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

BY DENNIS LYNCH
It is a literal space opera!

A young man with stel-
lar ambition reaches for the 
stars in an opera launching 
at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music on Jan. 28. And 
you can forget about fat la-
dies and viking helmets, 
because “The Astronaut’s 

Tale” boldly goes where no 
opera has gone before, said 
its stage director.

“ ‘The Astronaut’s Tale’ 
is a multimedia piece — we 
have an actor, three singers, 
a very exciting percussive 
orchestra, and gorgeous 
projections of outer space on 
three surfaces that create a 

multidimensional visual ef-
fect,” said Nancy Rhodes.

Fort Greene’s  Encom-
pass New Opera Theatre  
is the fi rst company to per-
form the family-friendly 
production by the late libret-
tist and actor Jack Larson in 
its entirety. The production 

BY LAUREN GILL
It is now forbidden fruit!

Brooklyn Heights’ 75 Henry 
St. co-op building will reject a de-
veloper’s  $130-million offer to sell 
the land along Pineapple Walk 
so it can erect a 40-story tower 
there , after the majority of resi-
dents voted against the deal that 
stood to net them hundreds of 
thousands of dollars apiece. 

Shareholders voted 191–112 
against the sale, according to  a 
report  by a Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
journalist who lives in the build-
ing.  

The “no” vote also means that 
denizens of the 33-story tower at 
75 Henry St. are not interested in 
selling the thoroughfare to any-
one else, and the building’s board 
should reject all future offers for 
the prime slice of land, which 
runs between Cadman Plaza West 
and Henry Street and is home to 
the popular Park Plaza Restau-
rant and several stores. 

The decision comes at the 
end of a  month-long  battle over 
the sale and development, which 
 threatened to divide  residents of 
the close-knit Cadman Plaza co-

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Cue the Whole Foods.

Sunset Park’s fi rst hip-
ster coffee shop recently 
opened — a new high-wa-
ter mark in the so-called 
“up-and-coming” ’hood, 
where locals fear an in-
fl ux of newcomers at-
tracted to low rent and 

nearby Industry City’s ca-
chet of cool will  push out 
working-class families . 
But the prospect of  holier-
than-thou dumpster divers  
and  adult coloring-book 
enthusiasts  sipping brew 
roasted by a Portland com-
pany that  moved to Brook-

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 5Continued on page 10

Space show 
leaves out 
‘Star Wars’

BY BILL ROUNDY
This space survey is skipping the 
galaxy far, far away!

A video variety show will ex-
plore the worlds of space opera 
fi lms at Nitehawk Cinema on 
Jan. 28, but will blast right past 
the most famous example of the 
genre. “Star Wars” is just too big 
to include, says the host of “Kevin 
Geeks Out about Space Opera.” 

“I feel at this point, a month 
and a half after ‘Star Wars’ comes 
out, people are kind of oversatu-
rated with ‘Star Wars,’ ” says Car-
roll Gardens comedian Kevin Ma-
her. Instead, the show will cover 
“everything surrounding it — the 
movies that came before it and in-
fl uenced Star Wars, the ones that 
ripped-off Star Wars, the ones that 
tried to be the next Star Wars.”

The night will feature melo-
dramatic tales of interplanetary 
confl ict like the “Flash Gordon” 
serials, the “Battlestar Galac-

Continued on page 5
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WELL-SUITED: Eapen Leu-
bner plays Abel, the title 
character in “The Astro-
naut’s Tale.”

LIGHT(SABER) ‘EM UP: “Kevin Geeks Out” host Kevin Maher will present a survey of space opera fi lms on Jan. 28, 
focusing on the ancestors and successors of “Star Wars,” though not the fi lm itself! Photo by Jason Speakman

Where ya bean? Astronaut play launches

Co-op 
rejects 

land sale
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BY LAUREN GILL
Emergency surgery is back 
at Long Island College Hos-
pital!

Mayor DeBlasio is at-
tempting to resuscitate 
negotiations between the 
developer of the former 
Cobble Hill infi rmary and 
local leaders, as fl atlined 
discussions threaten to 
pull the plug on any be-
low-market-rate housing 
inside the massive towers 
planned for the site. But 
critics warn that a quick 
nip and tuck from Hiz-
zoner’s spin doctors may 
not be enough to save this 
deal.

“The idea is to see if 
we can find a proposal 
for the LICH site that ev-
eryone can live with,” 
said Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Cobble Hill), 
who  declared in Novem-
ber  that he will oppose 
Fortis Property Group’s 
bid to upzone the land, 
which would allow it to 
build more housing there 
than is currently allowed. 
“We’re not there yet, and 
I don’t know if we’ll get 
there. But it’s worth try-
ing,”

City Hall organized two 
meetings between For-
tis, civic group the Cobble 
Hill Association, Lander, 
and several other local 
pols over the past month, 
where DeBlasio’s reps pre-
sented a revised rezoning 
proposal offering more 
space for a new school and 
less for housing than in 
previous incarnations,  ac-
cording to the neighbor-
hood group .

In exchange for the 
zoning change — which 
will be tough to secure 
without the local Coun-
cil member’s support — 
the firm  has previously 
promised  to include sev-
eral hundred below-mar-
ket units and the public 
school space in the de-
velopment, which will 
sprawl across more than 
two blocks and rise at 
least 35 stories. 

Without it, the company 
says it will still erect tall 
towers on the site, just with 

exclusively market-rate 
units —  and potentially a 
college dormitory  — and 
no school space, which it 
doesn’t need city approval 
to do. 

The civic association 
has so far opposed both 
plans on the grounds that 
the high-rises are out of 
scale with the historic 
neighborhood and will 
overwhelm the area with 
people and traffi c.

But the mayor, who once 
 fervently opposed the hos-
pital’s closure and sale , is 
now trying to uphold his 
campaign promise to cre-
ate or preserve 200,000 
units of so-called “afford-
able” housing throughout 
the city over the next de-
cade. 

The former Park Sloper 
also has some friends in 
common with Fortis — the 
companies handling the 
developer’s public relations 
and lobbying for the proj-
ect  both helped with his 
election campaign  and one 
is  run by a close friend of 
Hizzoner . 

Everyone involved in 
the recent discussions 
remains tight-lipped on 
the specifics of the new 
pitch, but Cobble Hill As-
sociation honchos say it 
hasn’t won them over yet 
— plus a larger school 

raises new questions 
about the impact it would 
have on traffic and infra-
structure. 

“Our concerns remain 
very much what they were 
from the beginning, from 
the fi rst time we were 
shown any proposals,” said 
the association’s president 
Laurel Burr.

All parties say they 
are willing to continue 
negotiating, however, 
and could change their 
minds on the rezoning 
if they can hash out an 
agreeable design that 
the neighborhood sup-
ports.

“We’ve never slammed 
the door,” said Burr. “We 
maintained in November 
that we could not support 
the rezoning as proposed 
and we’re listening. We’re 
listening and asking a lot 
of questions.”

The various groups will 
meet with the city again 
next week to continue dis-
cussions.

But the clock is ticking 
— workers are beginning 
demolition on the old hos-
pital buildings this week, 
making way for  a new free-
standing emergency room  
that will go up on Atlan-
tic Avenue regardless of 
which plan the developer 
pursues.

Mayor revives and shapes LICH deal
Dr. DeBlasioANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
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ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

C.O.D.
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TOWER PLAY: The glassy towers Fortis Property Group says it will 
build at the old Long Island College Hospital site if it can’t secure a 
rezoning deal with the city. FXFOWLE / Fortis Property Group
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BY COLIN MIXSON
This parking job really stinks.

Workers who are building a 
controversial apartment complex 
on the banks of the Gowanus Ca-
nal are parking on sidewalks, and 
the culprits haven’t stopped despite 
multiple warnings and tickets from 
police, say neighbors.

“They just park on the sidewalks 
every day,” said Michael King, who 
lives on Second Street, across from 
developer Lightstone Group’s still-
rising building on Bond Street be-
tween First and Second streets. 

King has made a dozen 311 com-
plaints about illegal parking over 
the past two months, which have 
resulted in cops issuing two fi nes. 

Offi cers initially met with work-
ers to give them an opportunity to 
move their trucks off the pavement 
and away from fi re hydrants before 
laying down the law, but when the 
problem persisted, authorities be-
gan issuing summonses, according 
to a source at the local police pre-
cinct.

Some neighbors also claim the 
workers have taken to fencing off 
portions of the street with traffi c 
cones, giving locals the impression 
they’ll be towed for parking in the 
public spots — though police say 
they are unaware of this infraction.

“They’ve taken over the oppo-
site sides of the streets to accom-
modate wide turns for their trucks, 
idling trucks bring in supplies, and 
even their own personal cars,” said 
Michael McGinn, who also lives on 
Second Street. “The companies do-
ing the construction seem to think 

the street is theirs to commandeer 
as they see fi t.”

One of the contractors working 
on the project said that it has paid 
thousands of dollars for permits to 
bring in trucks and supplies, and 
that all of its parking was above 
board.

“My gut tells me that whatever 
someone’s complaining about is 
something we paid a great deal of 
money to secure legally,” said Ber-
nard Ruf, director of operations for 
Lettire Construction.

When shown photos of the ve-
hicles parked on sidewalks, Ruf 
claimed they belonged to another 
company. 

Now, a local pol has stepped in. 
Assemblywoman Jo Anne Simon 
(D–Boerum Hill) says she recently 
spoke with Lightstone, following 
complaints from King, and the de-
veloper promised it would give its 

contractors a stern talking to.
“I spoke with a rep that told 

me they’ve heard the message and 
they’re going to be addressing it 
with their crews,” Simon said.

But the assemblywoman said 
she was unaware that any per-
mits would give contractors carte 
blanche to park throughout the 
street and on sidewalks, and is skep-
tical of Ruf’s claims.

“I’ve never heard of anybody 
buying permits to park on the 
street,” said Simon.

Lightstone’s Lavender Lake-side 
building  will contain 429 units plus 
with yoga rooms and spin studios , 
and is slated to open later this year. 
It initially planned on constructing 
a second, 268-unit structure next 
door between First and Carroll 
streets,  but sold that project to de-
veloper Atlantic Realty for $75 mil-
lion last year .

BY LAUREN GILL
It is a break-up everyone saw 
coming. 

Macy’s closed its Down-
town parking garage for good 
last Tuesday, which means 
the hulking structure — and 
the “Love Letter to Brook-
lyn” poem artist Steve Powers 
painted across it four years 
ago — are not long for this 
world. One nearby worker 
says she’s not surprised — a 
developer bought the property 
last year — but will still be sad 
to see the wordy mural go.

“I think it’s wonderful, but 
I knew it would come down,” 
said Sarah Giller. “With ev-
erything going on with devel-
opment, it’s inevitable that the 
building was coming down.”

Powers  announced  the clo-
sure on his Instagram account 
on Jan. 12, saying goodbye and 
 thanking  the borough for its 
support.

“Feelings through the ceil-
ing, thank you Brooklyn,” 
wrote Powers, who  created the 
piece with a team of artists  in 
2011, after local pols and neigh-
boring businesses  ordered the 
retail giant to spruce up the 
eyesore . 

Hundreds of Brooklynites 
responded in kind, offering 
fond memories of the giant 
poem, which includes senti-
ments such as “Born busy as 
a Brooklyn bound B,” and “Ev-
ery street carries us home.”

“So heartbroken to see this 

go!” wrote Christie Colaprico. 
“Have re-read it every night 
on my walk home from work 
since moving to the neighbor-
hood three years ago. Thank 
you for your beautiful artwork 
and words.”

Developer Tishman Speyer 
 inked a deal to buy the garage  
— along with part of the  cash-
strapped  department store — 
in August.  

The real-estate fi rm fi led 
permits to remove the two sky-
ways connecting the structure 
to the department store last 
week, and to turn the current 
fi ve-story garage into a single-
story retail building late last 
year, according to city records 
— though the owner is allowed 
to erect a far larger residen-
tial high-rise on the site under 
current zoning.

This will be the second 
Downtown Powers piece to 
disappear in as many years — 
a developer  razed his subway-
map-inspired work  at Adams 
and Livingston streets last 
year.

Powers’s vibrant, polka-
dotted sign “All I need is you 
and new shoes” at the corner 
of Fulton and Bond streets re-
mains, but may also be endan-
gered —  developer RedSky Cap-
ital appears to be buying up all 
the properties on that block , 
though still hasn’t snapped up 
that specifi c one yet. 

Powers and Tishman 
Speyer declined to comment. 

Canal-side builders leaving cars on sidewalk

THE LAST WORD: Steve Powers’s love letter to Brooklyn will soon disap-
pear, as a developer razes the old Downtown Macy’s parking garage. 
 Community Newspaper Group / Kate Briquelet

MOVE IT: Michael King is fed up with workers at the Lightstone development in Gowanus parking on sidewalks in the neigh-
borhood. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Parks and aggravation

Writing on wall 
for Macy’s mural 

PEDESTRIAN PARKWAY: Clarina Bezzola is not happy that workers are parking 
their trucks on the sidewalk directly beside her home on Second Street. 
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Now he needs a bath — and a 
lawyer.

A man drove his car into 
the fetid waters of the Gow-
anus Canal on Monday morn-
ing — allegedly in a desperate 
bid to fl ee the scene of a crash, 
in which he hit a woman and 

possibly an infant girl, police 
said.

The driver was heading 
down Court Street when he 
allegedly smashed his car 
into a Camry parked near De-
graw Street at around 11:10 
am, injuring a woman’s foot 

BY LAUREN GILL
The investigation must have hit a 
wall.

A driver apparently fl ed the scene 
after plowing his ride through a Bay 
Ridge brick wall and residential 

yard early Sunday morning, but po-
lice offi cials say they have no record 
of the crash — despite photos show-
ing patrol cars on the scene.

The guy smashed a Mercedes 
sport utility vehicle through a brick 

wall and careened over a front yard 
near the corner of Narrows Avenue 
and 78th Street around 4 am Sun-
day, startling locals, one neighbor 
said.

“I heard the crash, because it was 
right near my driveway,” said The-
resa Filetto, who lives next door to 
the crash site and was jolted awake 
by the ruckus at 4:10 am. “I was a lit-
tle frightened to go look, but when I 
did, I saw the car on the neighbor’s 
lawn and half of the tire was over on 
my side.”

The driver talked on the phone 
for nearly 20 minutes before ditch-
ing the car and disappearing from 
the scene, Filetto said. She thought 
he was contacting the police about 
the incident, but he was evidently 
gabbing to someone else — police 
did not respond to the scene until a 
half-hour after the accident when a 
neighbor across the street called 911, 
she said.

Police retrieved the car at 6 pm 
on Sunday, Filetto said.

But cops say they have no record 
of the accident.

Cops have no record of wall-smashing Ridge crash

REEL IT IN: Workers remove the waterlogged car from the canal. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Brake in the case

Four-wheel dive
Police: Guy drove car into Gowanus 

Canal after alleged hit and run

Continued on page 5

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

CRASH AND DASH: A car smashed through the yard of a Bay Ridge home in the early 
hours of Sunday morning. The driver fl ed from the scene. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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clocks in at just over an hour 
— perfect for young space 
junkies — but “really packs 
a wallop,” Rhodes said.

“There’s a fantastic 
rocket launch at the climax 
of the opera,” she said. “The 
way we planned it, it should 
be an interesting and excit-
ing moment.”

The opera traces the life 
of a young man named Abel, 
from his days as a 13-year-
old stargazer through jour-
ney as an adult sitting in 
a tin can, high above the 
world.

Larson worked closely 
with scientists at the Califor-
nia Institute of Technology 
to make sure the science in 
“The Astronaut’s Tale” was 
sound, but Abel’s journey 
also has a mystical element. 
Abel’s religious upbringing 

clashes with his scientifi c 
lessons, but the boy learns 
to reconcile the two on his 
journey to the heavens.

Larson planned to come 
to Brooklyn to see the pro-
duction, but the 87-year-old 
died in December. Rhodes 
says that the play’s exami-
nation of life, death, and the 
afterlife is all the more poi-

gnant now that its creator 
has passed on.

“In addition to being an 
actor, Jack was a poet and a 
philosopher, he always said 
he put everything he knew 
into this opera,” she said. 
“He addresses biblical and 
philosophical ideas, but no-
body’s made to feel the fool. 
All of the aspects of the af-
terlife come out his play. He 
really wrote a real, complete 
idea of our existence.”

Real-life astronaut Mi-
chael Massimino will at-
tend a pre-show reception 
on Jan. 28. Tickets for the 
reception and opening show 
cost $125.

“The Astronaut’s Tale,” 
at the BAM’s Fishman 
Space [321 Ashland Pl. be-
tween Lafayette and Hanson 
places in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. 
Jan. 28–30 at 8 pm, and Jan. 
30–31 at 3 pm. $20–$49 (half 
off for students).

tica” TV shows, and “Jupi-
ter Ascending,” the widely-
panned 2015 fi lm featuring 
Channing Tatum as a ca-
nine space-warrior.   

The  “Kevin Geeks Out”  
series addresses a different 
topic each month, examin-
ing cinematic tropes like 
attacking animals, super 
villains, or lady robots. No 
matter how silly the sub-
ject, Maher gives it a thor-
ough analysis.

“There’s a level of simul-
taneously taking this way 
too seriously, but then not 
taking it very seriously at 
all,” said Maher. “It’s a lit-
tle bit academic, but with 
a sense of humor — you 
can take stupid things seri-
ously.”

And Maher recruits 
guest speakers to provide 
new perspectives, with 

each showing fi lm clips to 
support their arguments. 
Among the guests at the 
Space Opera show will be 
comedian Jen Northington, 
defending “Jupiter Ascend-
ing” as “the ultimate space 
opera,” and Meg Sweeney 
Lawless, presenting a su-
per-cut of one of the least 
operatic things imaginable 
— every bit of paperwork 
contained in the fi rst sea-
son of “Star Trek.” 

“It’s one of the nerdiest 
things we’ve ever done on 
the show,” said Maher. 

Despite the word “geek” 
in the name, few of the 
shows “Kevin Geeks Out” 
themes have been as nerd-
centric as space operas. 
Maher says that is deliber-
ate, and that “geeking out” 
is about getting really ex-
cited about a topic, no mat-
ter what it is. 

“I do not self-identify as 
a geek,” said Maher. “Geek 
is used as a verb. I think you 

can geek out about any sub-
ject whatsoever.”

Future shows, for in-
stance, will focus on wigs 
and toupees in fi lm, repre-
sentations of the devil, and 
— undercutting the non-
nerd argument a bit — set-
tling who is better: Batman 
or Superman.

And despite the offi -
cial mandate to keep “Star 
Wars” out of the Jan. 28 
line-up, Maher knows that 
it is going to come up.

“Even if we’re never ad-
dressing the elephant in 
the room, Star Wars is the 
yardstick that space opera 
is measured by, so we will 
inevitably be talking about 
it by comparison,” he said.

“Kevin Geeks Out about 
Space Opera” at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980, 
www.nitehawkcinema.com]. 
Jan. 28 at 9:30 pm. $15.

Continued from page 1 
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ASTRONAUT

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

www.bayridgeloans.org

NEED 
A LOAN?
bayridgeloans.org

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-934-6809

as she attempted to place the 
1-year-old girl in the car, ac-
cording to an offi cer at the 
scene who only identifi ed 
himself as a police chief.

The motorist did not 
stick around and own up 
to the havoc, the offi cer 
claimed — instead, he took 

a sharp left on Degraw, put 
his foot to the fl oor, and fl ed 
— directly into Brooklyn’s 
Nautical Purgatory.

The 36-year-old man sent 
his car barreling through 
the guardrail that separates 
Degraw Street from the Ca-
nal, and his vehicle plunged 
up to its windows in the ca-
nal’s gonorrhea-corrupted 
waters, the offi cer said.

The motorist was lucky 

on a few counts, according 
to the chief, who said if it 
wasn’t for the railing and 
the fact that the Gowanus 
was at low tide, there might 
not have been anyone left to 
arrest.

“If it wasn’t for the 
guardrails, he probably 
would have went further 
and been completely sub-
merged,” he said.

— with Jason Speakman

CANAL
Continued from page 4

STAR-CROSSED LOVERS: Li-
anne Gennaco and Eapen Leub-
ner play a couple in “The Astro-
naut’s Tale,” an opera opening 
at BAM on Jan. 28. Gennaco’s 
character helps the titular as-
tronaut overcome his fears and 
board a rocket trip to the heav-
ens. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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MAN OF THE HOU-R: Bay Ridgite and R 
train historian Henry Stewart recalled the 
tumultuous history of Bay Ridge’s loved 
and hated R train on Jan. 13 for its 100th 
anniversary. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

BY DENNIS LYNCH
They wined about the R train.

Straphangers toasted the 100th 
anniversary of Bay Ridge getting 
a subway at The Owl’s Head wine 
bar on Jan. 13. Bay Ridge’s only 
train  may not get a whole lot of 
love these days , but Ridgites were 
so excited over its opening that 
they held a day-long celebration, 
according to a local history buff.

“They had feasts, pageants, 
music, it was monumental in 
1916,” said Henry Stewart, who 

hosted a “Crappy Birthday, R 
Train!” edition of the bar’s Drunk 
History series. “At the time, it 
was cutting-edge. It represented 
progress and the future.”

Stewart regaled drinkers 
with locals’ decade-and-a-half–
long campaign at the dawn of the 
1900s to get a train down to the 
largely farming community. One 
long gone newspaper called the 
area a “potato patch,” and many 
city dwellers laughed at the idea, 
he said. But advocates refused to 

give up, and on Jan. 15, 1916, new 
stations along the Fourth Avenue 
Line opened at Bay Ridge Ave-
nue, 77th Street, and 86th Street, 
changing the neighborhood for-
ever — thanks to campaigners, 
Bay Ridge was part of the metro-
politan sphere, said Stewart.

The story of civic activism in-
spired one lifelong rider.

“I loved hearing the whole 
history, the idea of a Brooklyn 
area getting up in arms and get-
ting organized was really great,” 

Amanda Nelson said. 
Stewart could not pinpoint 

the moment when disdain for the 
train replaced esteem in Ridge 
straphangers’ hearts. Like many 
other subway lines, the R’s fall 
from grace was gradual — the 
product of decades of neglect and 
inadequate funding, Stewart 
said. The city took better care of 
the subway when the public was 
still enamored with it, but fund-
ing fell as novelty wore off, he 
said.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Call it their subway platform.

Straphangers and pols are 
demanding the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority pro-
vide shuttle busses as it closes 
seven Brooklyn N train stations 
for two years of upgrades. Tran-
sit offi cials  closed the stations’ 
Manhattan-bound platforms for 
14 months on Jan. 18  and plan on 
closing Coney Island-bound sta-
tions for 14 months in 2017.

Gravesend commuters who 
get to the city via the line’s Kings 
Highway, Avenue U, or 86th Street 
stations will have to double-back 
to Stillwell Avenue to catch a 
Manhattan-bound train, adding 
as many as three stops to their 
morning commutes, and the tran-
sit authority should make up for 
the inconvenience by at least pro-
viding busses, one stranded strap-
hanger said.

“Put in shuttle buses, or ex-
press buses, or something,” said 
Gail Bartone, who catches an N 
to the city at Kings Highway ev-
ery morning. “And make it free, 
because we’re being inconve-
nienced.”

Assemblyman Bill Colton (D–
Bensonhurst) recently collected 
signatures outside the station 
for a petition demanding transit 
offi cials provide shuttle buses. 
Elderly folks who rely on Man-
hattan-bound service need a bet-
ter option, he said.

“A senior citizen can’t go all 
the way to Stillwell Avenue and 
back — or walk up to Bay Park-

way from here,” he said at the 
Kings Highway station. “It’s a 
big, negative impact on their 
lives. If they are going to shut 
down a service they have a moral 
and legal obligation to provide 
an alternative.” 

Buses could run to neighbor-
ing F, Q, or D stations — or follow 
the N train’s route, he said. The 
latter scheme would allow com-

muters at stations like King’s 
Highway, which is just one stop 
closer to Coney Island than the 
still-open Bay Parkway station, 
to take a short ride there instead 
of a longer ride down to Stillwell 
Avenue and back, Colton said.

The buses could also ease po-
tential bottlenecking at the open 
Manhattan-bound platforms, 
Colton said. N trains are already 
more crowded than the citywide 
average during rush hour, and 
commuters  wait about a minute 
and a half longer for trains than 
the citywide average , according 
to the Straphangers Campaign. 

The authority would not com-
ment on the possibility of shuttle 
buses, and a spokesman said it 
would respond to Colton directly. 
The agency was not receptive to 
Community Board 11’s sugges-
tion it provide shuttle buses when 
it presented the station-closure 
plan in September, according to 
the district manager, who said the 
authority was skimping at riders’ 
expense. 

“It’s probably a cost issue — 
they’re thinking of their bottom 
line and not taking into consid-

eration the needs of the commu-
nity,” Marnee Elias-Paiva said.

The transit authority set aside 
$395 million to overhaul seven 
of the eight stations between 
the Eighth Avenue and Stillwell 
Avenue. Workers will replace 
platforms, repair canopies and 
columns, rehab entranceways, 
install new public address sys-
tems, and restore historic decora-
tive elements, plans show.

The work is inconvenient, but 
it is also necessary, Elias-Paiva 
said.

“We’ve received complaints 
of leaking walls, mold, stairs 
crumbling — it’s all very much 
needed,” she said. “We said it 
over and over — there’s going to 
be a tremendous amount of dis-
ruption to people traveling, but 
they desperately need these up-
grades.”

Workers cannot complete re-
pairs on active stations, so offi-
cials decided to suspend service 
in one direction at multiple sta-
tions simultaneously and fin-
ish them all in one swoop, an 
authority engineer said in Sep-
tember.

Locals demand extra bus service during two-year N station fi x-up

THE ‘NO’ TRAIN: The Manhattan-bound side of marked stations will be closed 
throughout 2016, and Coney Island-bound sides will close for 2017. 
 Community News Group / Leah Mitch

N-NUFF ALREADY!

Wine bar toasts R train’s Bay Ridge centennial
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Popular Wicked Monk ex-
ecutive chef Russell Tit-
land, who whipped up ele-
vated pub nosh like lobster 
mac-and-cheese and leapt 
on stage on a whim to croon 
with the bar’s house bands, 
died of cancer on Jan. 14. He 
was 47 years old.

The country music buff 
was a Culinary Institute of 
America alum with an illus-
trious resume who picked 
up fl avors at some of the 
city’s top restaurants, but 
he spent the better part of 
his 30-year career in his be-
loved Bay Ridge, creating 
tastebud-tinglers and spe-
cialty menus at neighbor-
hood institutions such as 
Griswold’s Pub, Chadwick’s, 
and the Monk on Third Av-
enue. 

Titland came aboard 

the lounge and restaurant, 
designed to look like a ca-
thedral with stained-glass 
and pew-type seating, three 
years ago when it moved 
to the old Bally Bunion lo-
cation between 95th and 
96th streets. He quickly put 
the Monk on the map with 
uniquely fl avored comfort 
foods, such as Guinness-
braised short ribs, reuben 
spring rolls stuffed with 
corned beef and cabbage, 
and Dublin crab cakes that 
made it onto a television 
cooking show.

Patrons appreciated the 
fi nger-licking fare.

“Russell’s food was the 
best when you were looking 
for something different in 
Bay Ridge,” said Laura Can-
giano, an ad sales represen-
tative for Community News 
Group who often drops by 

the pub for mini shepherd’s 
pies and Gaelic steak.

A dyed-in-the-wool Mets 
fan, Russell was also a 
smorgasbord of knowledge 
outside the kitchen with an 
encyclopedic memory for lo-
cal lore, the Monk’s general 
manager recalled.

“Whenever anybody 
wanted to fi nd out about a 
place in the neighborhood, 
they would ask Russell, and 
he would know exactly what 
block it was on,” said Billy 
DeLuca. “He really touched 
everybody he worked or 
came into contact with.”

Titland was inspired 
to attend the Culinary In-
stitute of Arts — the alma 
mater of celebrity chef 
Bobby Flay — after landing 
his fi rst gig at the now-de-
funct Grisworld’s, impress-
ing owner Bill Eisenhardt.

“Russell began his ca-
reer working for us,” Eisen-
hardt said. “He was a cre-
ative and talented chef who 
loved the food industry, and 
a good friend who will be 
missed very much.”

Titland continued work-
ing at the Monk until about 
three months ago, when he 
began hospice care, leav-
ing co-workers with food for 
thought.

“Russell put up an amaz-

ing fi ght,” said DeLuca. “He 
was a super-strong man who 
will live on through his in-
credible food.”

Russell Titland is sur-
vived by his parents and a 
brother.

Russell Titland, beloved chef at Ridge’s 
Wicked Monk, dead of cancer at 47

BAY RIDGE MOURNS: Late Wicked Monk executive chef, right, Russell Titland, who passed away on 
Jan. 14, enjoys happier times in the kitchen with general manager Billy DeLuca. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson

A hunger pang
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When you’ve got 90 years of experi-
ence, you know how to throw awesome 
parties.

Their grandparents may have started 
Sirico’s Catering, but two cousins, Her-
cules and Jim Sirico, are the ones that 
keep these parties going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to be 
done? Your life just got easier because 
everything you need is coordinated by 
Sirico’s in-house wedding planner who 
directs the process.    

Ceremony: Want to get married here? 
Say the word, and the planner will say, 
“I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be good. 
With customized menus for every taste 
and budget, it will be. Guests enjoy 
drinks and food in a separate room for 
the cocktail hour, then make their way 
to another for dinner and dancing. Of 
course, there’s a lovely bridal suite for 
the bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, hip, 
gets the party started, and keeps it mov-
ing all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will be 
treasured for a lifetime, so Sirico’s works 
with proven photographers and videog-
raphers who make sure special moments 
are captured. The beautiful gardens and 
active fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the mood 
and atmosphere, so color-coordinate 
your event with an LED lighting pack-
age. It can match your wedding colors. 
Or, reach for the stars with specialized 
effects that include an image of a bright 

blue sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because Sirico’s 
party planner has your back. 

Your daughter’s party starts in the 
Entourage Room where the guest of 
honor can wait with friends before the 
introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the place 
where teens enjoy drinks that include 
virgin pina coladas, strawberry daiqui-
ris, and frozen sensations.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun food, 
customize designed to taste. Among the 
offerings: taco stations, a mashed potato 
bar, and sliders. For dessert, there’s an 
ice cream sundae bar, candy tables, and 
Sirico’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-house de-
signs and decorations, tailored to teens. 
Balloon center pieces are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls for 
unique needs, and Sirico’s accommo-
dates them all. 

Whether it’s an anniversary, retire-
ment, Communion, Confirmation, cor-
porate event, or other special occasion, 
Sirico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can ac-
commodate up to 100, 200, and 300 people. 
Valet parking and a parking lot make it 
convenient for all guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.be-

tween 80th and 81st streets in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.siricos.net]. 
Open Tuesdays through Sundays, from 
1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn   718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Talk about making conces-
sions!

A new movie theater and 
restaurant in industrial Wil-
liamsburg is combating the 
rampant problem of noisy 
chewing at dine-in cinemas 
by only serving dishes that 
don’t make a loud crunch or 
require silverware.

“The last thing you want 
is more excuses to make 
sounds in the theater,” said 
Tim Chung, manager of new 
60-seat Bogart Street cin-
ema and eatery Syndicated, 
which opened last Friday.

The dining and enter-
tainment destination be-
tween Thames and Grattan 
streets features a theater-
friendly menu made entirely 
of fi nger-foods — such as an 
Elvis-inspired peanut butter 
and banana sandwich and 
pork-stuffed tater-tots — to 
cut down on mess and irri-
tating cutlery noises during 
the movie.

Diners can enjoy larger 
and louder dishes in the 
venue’s dining room, which 
will serve up fried chicken 
and burgers alongside Hol-
lywood-themed cocktails, 
Chung said.

The food-lover and former 
fi lm industry worker says he 
dreamed up the cinema as 
a way to combine his love 
of food and fl icks, and also 
to re-introduce the magic 
of movie-going for the jaded 
Netfl ix age.

“People are going to the 
movies less and less, and I 

felt puzzled and heartbro-
ken by that,” he said. “So I 
wanted to make the movie-
going experience more spe-
cial, and I wanted to jazz it 
up by adding booze and re-
ally good food.”

Syndicated kicked off a 
month of old-school cinema 
on Jan. 22 with Spielberg’s 
classic alien thriller “Close 
Encounters of the Third 
Kind,” but the theater will 
feature a wide variety of 
new and old in the coming 
months, said Chung. It will 
screen a festival of the year’s 
Oscar-nominated shorts 
next month, and air the new 
season of “The X-Files” when 
it premiers on Jan. 24.

And if this is all starting 

to sound a bit familiar — be-
tween Williamsburg’s  Nite-
hawk Cinema  and  Videology , 
and the  forthcoming Alamo 
Drafthouse  Downtown — 
Chung says you are not the 
only one. But he hopes his 
specialty drinks, super-quiet 
menu, and wholehearted ap-
preciation for silver-screen 
magic will set his joint apart 
from the rest.

“I am painfully conscious 
of their existence,” he said 
of Nitehawk. “So obviously 
we’re trying to zig a little bit 
where they’re zagging.”

Syndicated [40 Bogart St. 
between Thames and Grat-
tan streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 386–3399, www.syndi-
catedbk.com].

SILENT BITES: Syndicated manager Tim Chung asked his chef to 
make a menu of theater-friendly snacks — such as popcorn fried oys-
ters — that will not annoy moviegoers with excessive noise. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Shh! Cinema only 
serves quiet food
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

op community. 
Manhattan luxury 

builder Anbau Enterprises 
fi rst dangled a $75-million 
offer in front of residents in 
the beginning of December, 
then jacked up the price by 
another $55 million last 
week. 

Under the original of-
fer, unit owners were told 
they would make between 
$120,000 to $260,000 from the 
sale, depending on the size 
of their digs — and those 
who owned townhouses on 
the property would make 
even more. The latest of-
fer presumably would have 
netted residents anywhere 
from $200,000 to $450,000, 
based on the 73-percent in-
crease.

The co-op, which cur-
rently reaps $95,000 a 
month from the Pineapple 
Walk stores, would also 
have retained ownership 
of the new retail spaces 
and continued to collect 
rent.

But many residents — 
not to mention their neigh-
bors at the Cadman Towers 
co-op on the other side of 
Pineapple Walk — feared 
the new tower would block 
views from both buildings 
and bring an infl ux of new 
residents to an area that al-
ready has  an overcrowded 
elementary school , re-
cently  lost its hospital , and 
is still smarting over  the 
sale of the nearby library 
branch for a similar high-
rise .  

Some also felt they had 
an ethical obligation to 
keep the area free from lux-

ury housing and retain the 
ample open space between 
buildings.  In the ’50s, plan-
ning czar Robert Moses 
originally intended to sell 
the land for one giant high-
end apartment block . But 
locals fought back, and 
the city and state eventu-
ally used to land to build 75 
Henry St. and its neighbors 
as part of the taxpayer-
funded Mitchell-Lama pro-
gram — below-market-rate 
housing aimed at middle-
class families — which 
meant residents were able 
to purchase their proper-
ties for a song.

Shareholders at 75 
Henry St. opted out of 
Mitchell-Lama years ago 
— so it now functions as a 
standard co-op, with mar-
ket-rate values — but other 
nearby buildings remain 
part of the scheme.

Continued from cover

CO-OP

lyn in 2009  doesn’t concern 
one Sunset Park native — 
he’s just glad to have a de-
cent cup of Joe!

“That doesn’t bother me 
at all,” said Danilo Medina 
inside the new cafe, Par-
kette Brooklyn. “It’s just 
really, really good coffee. 
I like the chill vibes of the 
place. It’s great if you’re 
trying to study or get work 
done. It’s way better than 
Starbucks or Dunkin Do-
nuts.”

Parkette’s owners, who 
moved to the area last year, 
employ Sunset natives and 
see the business as an in-
vestment in the commu-
nity rather than a force for 
displacement, one said.

“We all talked about 
gentrifi cation a lot before 
we went ahead, but again, 
we’re living around the 
corner, and almost all the 
people that work here ei-
ther live here or grew up 
here, so it feels really good 
to be integrated,” said Cait-
lin Hersey, who opened the 
store in November after 
moving to the neighbor-
hood with her husband and 
two children last year. “We 
don’t feel like we’re step-
ping on anyone’s toes or 
displacing anybody.”

Parkette’s menu, which 
includes brews from ar-
tisanal coffee darlings 
Stumptown and gluten-
free baked treats — and 

its decor of exposed brick 
walls, bare wood fl oors, 
and folksy music — lends a 
hip vibe common in neigh-
boring gentrifi ed areas 
like Park Slope.

 And the shop is full of 
something else prevalent in 
Brooklyn’s higher-income 
’hoods — 30-something 
parents. It’s a demographic 
the shop aims to attract, 
another owner said.

“We want to do things 
like story time for the kids 
in the future,” said co-owner 
Nadia Shen. “We wanted a 

space that was kid-friendly, 
so parents don’t have to 
worry about their children 
when they came around to 
grab a coffee.”

The move is paying off, 
a regular said.

“It’s got a nice vibe to 
it,” said customer Amy 
Krawcyk. “They put a little 
area in the back for kids — 
sort of intentionally saying 
‘Come hang out.’ ”

Parkette Brooklyn (4022 
Fifth Ave. between 40th and 
41st streets in Sunset Park). 
Open 7 am–7 pm.

Continued from cover

COFFEE

QUALITY CUPPA: Parkette barista John DeVilla serves up a latte 
at the new coffee spot. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com
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    Super 
   Sunday 2016

       SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE


