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BY LAUREN GILL
Tennis, anyone? 

A quartet of retired 
champions will break out 
their old sweatbands at 
Barclays Center in Decem-
ber for the arena’s fi rst-ever 
tennis event, and the veter-
ans say they can’t wait to 
make a racket in the bor-
ough of Kings. 

“I’ve always loved 
Brooklyn and can’t wait to 
get back there,” said Andy 
Roddick, who won the 2003 
U.S. Open and retired in 
2012. 

Roddick will face off 
against fellow aces An-
dre Agassi, Jim Courier, 
and James Blake in the 
final round of the Power 

Shares Series — a nation-
wide circuit for former 
icons. 

The four legends will 
compete in two one-set 
semifinal matches, then 
the winners will go head-
to-head in a one-set cham-
pionship match. 

Kings County hasn’t 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Call it a trash-tag. 

A Park Slope school has been 
cultivating a permanent pile of 
garbage on its Fourth Street side-
walk for several years, and the 
mound of rubbish has become so 
notorious, there is now a Twitter 
account dedicated to document-
ing the sight — not to mention 
the smell.

“It stinks,” said the 25-year 
Park Slope resident behind the 
 Twitter handle Park Slope Pile , 
who spoke with the paper on the 
condition of anonymity. “It gets 
so big, cars run over bags blown 
off the pile.”

The social media watchdog 
posts regular photos of the pile 
outside the John Jay Educational 
Campus at Seventh Avenue — 
which houses the Secondary 
School for Law, the Secondary 
School for Journalism, Park 
Slope Collegiate, and Millen-
nium Brooklyn High School — 
where janitors toss their detritus 
directly onto the street, accord-
ing to locals.

The waste is usually dumped 
in plastic garbage bags, but of-
ten doesn’t stay that way, accord-

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Two separate community 
panels gave the city an F for 
its plan to build a pre-school 
next to a Gowanus Express-
way off-ramp in Bay Ridge 
on Jan. 20.

The School Construc-
tion Authority wants to 
build a 108-seat, city-run 
pre-kindergarten on 86th 

Street and Gatling Place, 
but a community board 
committee and the local ed-
ucation council panned the 
plan during two meetings 
last Wednesday evening. 
Education honchos claim 
the Department of Trans-
portation can quell the rag-
ing traffi c coming off the 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8Continued on page 6

Exhibit paints artists as cyborgs
BY PHIL SMREK

They can be rebuilt — stronger, 
faster, artsier! 

A Bushwick photographer 
depicts Nairobi artists as su-
perhuman cyborgs in a new ex-
hibit opening in Dumbo on Feb. 
4. The Kenyan-born creator of 
the “Jua Kali” exhibit says that 
his fanciful images provide a 
view of his home country that 
stands in contrast to many me-
dia portrayals. 

“I’ve always wanted to de-
pict Nairobi as this fantastic 
place with characters that can 
achieve anything — and more-
over, depict my country differ-
ently from what you see in the 
media,” said Tahir Karmali. 
“Nairobi is a growing metropo-
lis that has created revolution-
ary technology and solutions 
for the African continent.”

The show takes its title and 

inspiration from the Kenyan 
capital’s informal economy of 
laborers who provide goods 
from reclaimed waste material 
— much of it electronic waste 
from the United States. The 
words “Jua Kali” — Swahili 
for “fierce sun” — refers to the 
scorching daytime conditions 
under which they work.

The 29-year-old photogra-
pher scoured through Nairobi 
junk yards and trash heaps to 
select items that resonate with 
his theme, such as spark plugs, 
electrical wiring and hard 
drives. He immediately pho-
tographed each bit of refuse 
against a sheet of white paper. 

He also photographed mem-
bers of city’s creative class, in-
cluding dancers, painters, en-
trepreneurs, and musicians, 
applying a tribal face paint 

Continued on page 6

THE MANE EVENT: Andre 
Agassi will return to the 
court at Barclays Center — 
minus this amazing hairdo.

IRON CIRCLE: The subjects of Tahir Karmali’s modifi ed photos are adorned 
with reclaimed materials taken from Nairobi trash heaps.  Tahir Carl Karmali

Pre-K spot panned Barclays serving up tennis
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
If tax season drives you to 
drink, this could be the ac-
countant for you!

A Bushwick bean coun-
ter is setting up shop in-
side an experimental 
cocktail bar next month, 
serving up completed 
1040s alongside wacky 
mixed drinks — and, he 
hopes, shaking up his oc-
cupation’s uptight image 
in the process.

“I am probably on the 
edge of some bell curve,” 
said certifi ed tax guru 
Shane Mason.

Starting in February, 
Mason will peddle his fi -
nancial expertise to pa-
trons at so-called cocktail 
“laboratory” Yours Sin-
cerely — which serves ni-
trogen-infused beverages 
in beakers — three nights 
out of the week through 
the annual April 18 apoca-
lypse.

The bartender turned 
bookkeeper fi rst dreamed 
up the idea of mixing his 
master’s degree with booze 
while slinging drinks at 
the bar’s sister restaurant 
Dear Bushwick, where he 
and his bosses joked that 
he should conduct business 
out of the eatery’s bath-
room.

But years later, the team 
realized that maybe spik-
ing the hard slog of per-
sonal fi nance with some 
hard liquor was not such a 
bad idea.

“Filing your taxes is 
really boring,” said bar 
owner Julian Mohamed. 
“So why not come here and 
get mildly drunk?”

Mason’s help doesn’t 
come on the house — pa-
trons will have to cough up 
$135 an hour for the service 
through February, and the 
rate will climb over time to 
encourage procrastinators 
to get ahead of the game. 
March fi lers will have to 
shell out $150, while folks 
who put it off until April 
will pay $175.

But the consultation 
does come with a free 
drink, Mason said, as well 
as the chance to sort out 

your 1099s and W–2s in 
style.

“The biggest differ-
ence is that you’re not in 
an offi ce in Midtown that 
is pumping white noise 
through the speakers,” he 
said. “Also you are drink-
ing an amazing cocktail.”

Get tax advice from 
Shane Mason at Yours 
Sincerely (41 Wilson Ave. 
at Melrose Street in Bush-
wick, www.yourssincerely.
co). Feb. 1–April 18. Mon-
days and Tuesdays 8–10 
pm, Sundays 6–10 pm. 
$135–$175, though freelanc-
ers and other more compli-
cated cases may have to pay 
more.

Bushwick bar has in-house accountant

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

CRUNCHING NUMBERS: Stacy Grenia digs into her fi nances while 
sipping on a delicious on-tap cocktail at Yours Sincerely. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Blind in taxes
C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Snow day!
The snow from Jan. 23’s Win-
ter Storm Jonas seems to 
have melted away as quickly 
as it blew in. The squall was 
New York’s second-largest 
snowstorm, according to 
the National Weather Ser-
vice, dumping 27 inches of 
snow on the borough. Here,  
Norman the dog, 11-year-old 
Jessie Principe, and 12-year-
olds Piper McGraw and Mira 
Principe hit the slopes in 
Prospect Park.  
 Photo by Paul Martinka
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BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re shoring it up!

A developer bought 
Coney Island’s long-ne-
glected Shore Theater 
and plans to restore the 
90-year-old landmark to 
its former glory, the buy-
er’s legal counsel con-
fi rmed.

“The people of Coney 
Island can start look-
ing forward to an amaz-
ing theater,” said lawyer 
Igor Oberman. “They 
don’t want this to be 
just a seasonal venue — 
it will be for all seasons 
benefiting not only tour-
ists, but the people here 
year-round.”

Jasmine Bullard, 
daughter of People’s Play-
ground land baron Hor-
ace Bullard, sold the icon 
to Pye Properties for $20 
million last week, the Co-
ney Island Blog  fi rst re-
ported .

The rebirth bodes 
well for the People’s 
Playground, which area 
businesses and political 
leaders have been push-
ing to become a desti-
nation in the winter as 
well as summer, accord-
ing to one neighborhood 
booster.

“This is wonderful 
news,” said Boardwalk 
impresario and Coney Is-
land U.S.A. founder Dick 
Zigun, who has long ad-
vocated for the ailing 
theater. “If Coney Island 
is on a trajectory to go 
year-round and build 
hotels, you have to have 
nighttime entertain-
ment and that’s the place 
to do it, at a landmarked 
B r o adway- e qu iva lent 
theater.”

The building has been 
vacant for decades and 
fell into serious disrepair, 
and Pye is still determin-

ing what it will take to 
make the theater show-
worthy again, Oberman 
said.

“They’re still in the as-
sessment phase,” he said. 
“The property has been 
derelict for many years, 
so right now they’re doing 
structural studies, and 
trying to understand the 
physical condition of the 
building.”

The theater was built 
in 1925 as the Loew’s Co-
ney Island, according to 
historian Charles Denson. 
It housed vaudeville acts 
in its heyday, he said. The 
Brandt Company took it 
over in 1964, and the the-
ater started  showing X-
rated movies in 1972  in a 
last-ditch attempt to lure 
audiences. Kansas Fried 
Chicken mogul Horace 
Bullard purchased the 
property in 1978 hoping 
to convert it into a hotel 

and casino, but the state 
decided against allowing 
gambling in the People’s 
Playground. The land 
baron put the building up 
for sale and let it sit dere-
lict for the next several de-
cades,  drawing criticism 
from Coney Island advo-
cates  as the structure de-
teriorated and  became an 
encampment of homeless 
people . Bullard died in 
2013, and a 2015 announce-
ment that the city would 
scoop up other derelict 
Coney Island properties 
that passed to his family 
 reignited calls to seize the 
property through eminent 
domain .

It’s not the fi rst historic 
Loew’s theater to be pulled 
off the historical scrap 
heap — the Kings Theatre 
in Flatbush  reopened last 
year  after the city  hired 
a theater group to restore 
the iconic venue .

BY COLIN MIXSON
A local pol wants to ban park-
ing on a Bergen Beach street 
in the latest effort to fi ght 
a controversial bus depot 
there.

Residents have com-
plained for years that employ-
ees from First Dawn Transit 
on E. 69th Street  have been 
harassing neighbors and 
leaving loud, smoky buses 
idling on local streets . Lately, 
Bergen Beachers have a new 
gripe — the depot’s drivers 
are parking their personal 
cars a block from the depot 
and trashing the street, one 
neighbor said.

“They just throw the gar-
bage our of the car door, so 
it’s disgusting over here,” 
said E. 69th Street resident 
Rose Troman. “They leave 
their breakfast on the side 
of their cars when they 
park.”

So state Sen. Roxanne 
Persaud (D–Canarsie) is lob-
bying the Department of 
Transportation to ban park-

ing on E. 69th Street between 
Avenues X and Y — but she’s 
still working out the legality, 
she said.

“I’m asking whether 
it can be done,” Persaud 
said. “I’m not asking them 
to do anything illegal just 
because we want to block 
the bus company from the 
street.”

Even if Persaud is success-
ful in outlawing parking on 
that stretch of E. 69th Street, 
fi nding somewhere else for 
the bus drivers to park may 
not be easy. The senator wants 
drivers to leave personal ve-
hicles inside the depot, but 
it can’t hold buses and cars 
at once, necessitating a daily 
shuffl e where workers would 
fi rst park outside the depot, 
empty the depot of buses, and 
then move their cars inside 
the lot before driving their 
bus routes, she said, admit-
ting a less convoluted scheme 
would be better.

“It will become a cumber-
some process,” she said.

Developer buys Coney’s landmarked Shore Theater, 
will reopen space as an entertainment venue

WHEN’S SHOW TIME?: New owners will gussy up the Shore Theater, shown here before Hurricane Sandy ripped apart the iconic 
(and landmarked) sign. File photo by Gregory P. Mango

A SHORE THING!

Space out
Pol mulls parking ban as swipe 

at controversial bus depot

BY DENNIS LYNCH
A Sunset Parker allegedly 
killed his neighbor while 
showing him a handgun in 
their 45th Street apartment 
building on Jan. 23.

Police responded to the 
apartment near Eighth Av-
enue just before 8 pm last 
Saturday night, law enforce-
ment sources said. Offi cers 
found Zdzislaw Golabek, 37, 
with a gunshot wound to 
the head in an apartment 
belonging to the 32-year-old 
man they later arrested, po-
lice said. Paramedics pro-
nounced the victim dead on 
the scene, offi cials said.

The two lived in sepa-
rate apartments in the same 
building, police said.

Initial media reports 
claimed the victim shot him-
self during a drunken game 
of Russian roulette. But the 
suspect later told offi cials 

that he thought the gun was 
unloaded and pointed it at his 
neighbor’s head and pulled 
the trigger as a joke, accord-
ing to a police spokeswoman.

Police are charging the 
man with manslaughter, but 
the investigation remains 
open, she said.

AT THE SCENE: Police investigate 
the slaying. Photo by Paul Martinka

Police: Man shot neighbor 
while showing off his gun
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40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

BY DENNIS LYNCH
They  “swiped right”  on Sunset Park.

The Sunset Park Business Improvement 
District created a smartphone app, provid-
ing local business contact info, notifying 
users of community events, and even let-
ting them order food from area restaurants. 
Nationally popular apps such as crowd-
sourced business reviewer Yelp, coupon-
hunting aid RetailMeNot, and food-deliv-
ery giant Seamless offer similar services, 
but the Sunset Park app puts the disparate 
services in the same place with a hyper fo-
cus on Fifth Avenue, the business improve-
ment district’s leader said.

“Ours is a community app more than just 
a way of ordering from a restaurant or busi-
ness,” said executive director Renee Gior-
dano. “You can get everything through it, 
like coupons and events notifi cations. With 
the other ones, you’ll fi nd things not just in 
your local neighborhood. This way people 
can fi nd info about a business while they’re 
walking around Fifth Avenue.”

Staffer Eduardo Artica designed the 
free app —  available for Apple  and  An-
droid devices  — to include a growing 
list of more than 500 shops between 38th 
and 64th streets. The business group has 
been building a free wifi  network in the 

neighborhood over the last three years 
— mainly as a public service — but the 
business group realized it could use the 
increased connectivity to boost area busi-
nesses, Giordano said.

“We thought that once we had it, we 
needed to use it,” she said.

About 120 people have downloaded the 
app since the association launched it in No-
vember, Giordano said. The business group 
may offer Mandarin and Spanish versions 
if the English one does well.

Yelp  sells personal data to third parties  
and food-delivery app GrubHub  uses aggre-

gate data for its own marketing endeavors , 
but the Sunset Park app doesn’t sell users’ 
personal information — or even ask for it, 
Giordano said.

“Sometimes the others have to sell their 
info — that’s how they make their money — 
whereas we don’t need to do that,” she said.

Sunset Park business group’s all-in-one program 
lets users shop local, order food from their phones

APPY DAYS ARE HERE!: (Left) The app has a simple interface allowing users to search a directory 
or browse categories. (Above) The Sunset Park Business Improvement District’s executive director 
Renee Giordano shows off the group’s new technology, which a staffer developed. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

There’s an app for that!
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Critics say people will die 
if the Department of Trans-
portation moves on a plan 
to build bike paths connect-
ing Marine Park and Flat-
bush Avenue before fi xing 
the avenue itself.

Transportation hon-
chos are gearing up to cre-
ate lanes linking the green 
space to a stretch of Flat-
bush Avenue between Hen-
drickson Place and the av-
enue’s knotted nexus with 
the Belt Parkway. But au-
thorities made a wrong 
turn sending neighbor-
hood two-wheelers toward 
the six-lane speedway, one 
local leader said.

“We are preparing a 
path into a pit of danger,” 
said Marine Park Civic 
Association president Bob 
Tracy. “They’re going to 
come around that bend, 
and they’re going to die.”

Offi cials plan to create 
bike lanes on E. 38th Street, 
Avenue V, Hendrickson 
Street, and Hendrickson 
Place leading to Flatbush 
Avenue.

Transportation depart-
ment-issued maps state 
that the destination sec-
tion of Flatbush Avenue is 
a bike path — though there 
aren’t any actual lanes or 
markings. The department 
plans to create some in 
the future, but it hasn’t re-

leased specifi c designs, and 
offi cials fi rst want to build 
the Marine Park connec-
tor, a representative told 
Community Board 18 on 
Jan. 20.

Board members fear the 
agency will put bike lanes 
directly on Flatbush Ave-
nue, and they tabled a vote 
whether to support the Ma-
rine Park connector until 
they see a plan for the av-
enue that doesn’t include 
bikes on the street, a board 
employee said.

“We will never, in any 

way, endorse bike lanes 
on Flatbush Avenue,” said 
district manager Doro-
thy Turano. “They fi gured 
they could have gotten 
phase one voted through, 
so they could start it, and 
then they’ll come back to us 
with phase two in the fall 
— we’re concerned they’re 
not going to live up to their 
word, and [they’ll] put the 
lanes on Flatbush Avenue.”

The new bike paths are 
part of a project linking 
Marine Park to the greater 
Jamaica Bay Greenway.

Locals: Bike path to Flatbush Ave. bad idea

WATCH OUT!: A Flatbush Avenue cyclist rushes to cross a Belt 
Parkway ramp as a car bears down upon him. Locals fear the city 
is encouraging such risky behavior by building a bike path from 
Marine Park to Flatbush Avenue. Department of Transportation

City is cruisin’ 
for a bruisin’

www.bayridgeloans.org

NEED 
A LOAN?
bayridgeloans.org

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-934-6809

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2015.

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn   718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!
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expressway, but local lead-
ers say drivers are too un-
predictable, so the site ain’t 
right for Bay Ridge’s young 
and bright.

“When drivers are 
trying to get home or to 
work, they blow through 
the lights,” said District 
20 Community Education 
Council member Sheila 
Higginson. “There’s no way 
to ensure it’s not a safety 
hazard for the kids.”

The intersection aver-
aged one crash per month 
in the last four months, ac-
cording to law enforcement 
fi gures. One resulted in in-
jury and another as the re-
sult of speeding, records 
show.

Safety concerns aside, 
the site is gross — a lit-
ter-laden embankment 
between the city-owned 
building and the off-ramp 
is a den of rats, and work-
ers will have to regularly 
battle the rodents to keep 
them at bay, according to 
another leader who worked 
in the building when Com-
munity Board 10’s offi ce 
was there.

“We asked many years 
ago when we were there 
that they pave that grassy 
area to prevent the rat bur-
rows there,” said district 
manager Josephine Beck-
mann.

And fumes from the 

highway would wreck 
young lungs — board mem-
bers could not open the win-
dows at the former head-
quarters, because so much 
noxious exhaust wafted up 
from the Gowanus Express-
way, another critic said.

“I’m very familiar with 
the site, and it’s a nasty, 
nasty site,” said Bob Hu-
dock, the board’s education 
committee chairman.

The School Construc-
tion Authority will con-
duct air quality studies in 
the coming months, and it 
could install fi ltration sys-
tems to keep smog out of 
the building, a representa-
tive told community board 
members.

But the school isn’t even 
necessary — some Ridge 
pre-Ks had empty desks 
this year, and the city plans 
to create more than 500 
new district seats by the 
end of 2017, education coun-
cil president Laurie Wind-
sor said.

The city fi led plans to 
build a pre-K on the same 
92nd Street block as a noto-
rious fl ophouse last month.

Mayor DeBlasio is ag-
gressively working to make 
good on his  campaign 
promise to provide pre-K to 
more than 73,000 city kids 
by the time school started 
last September . 

Enrollment  topped out 
at just over 65,000  this year 
— up from 20,000 in 2013, 
according to a September 
announcement.

to them before the shoot. He then 
combined the photos digitally, 
adorning his subjects with gears, 
wires, and circuit boards.

The resulting mix of human 
and machine results in “charac-
ters that are somewhat superhu-
man,” he said, ref lecting the he-
roic challenges the artists face in 
Nairobi. 

“Through their talents they 
overcome obstacles presented to 
them economically. For me it sym-

bolizes perseverance and resil-
ience that the Jua Kali workers 
embody,” he said. 

The enormous fi nal images, each 
three feet tall, have a rich color that 
almost looks painted. 

Karmail, who is pursuing a 
Masters degree in photography at 
the School of Visual Arts in Man-
hattan, plans to return to Kenya 
after graduation.

“Jua Kali” at United Photo In-
dustries Gallery [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, (718) 801–
8099, www.unitedphotoindustries.
com]. Opening reception Feb 4 at 6 
pm. Exhibit runs until March 26.

Continued from page 1 
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Call it Bash Beach!

New York City’s greatest 
grapplers will converge on 
St. Finbar Church in Bath 
Beach on Feb. 5 for a bat-
tle of epic proportions. The 
confl ict between the Hercu-
lean bruisers of  Five Bor-
ough Wrestling  will deter-
mine the mightiest brawler 
in town.

“We’re going to fi nd 
out who’s the best wrestler 
in New York,” said Troy 
Thompson, 23, a Marine 
Park native who founded 
Five Borough Wrestling. 
“There will be a ton of ac-
tion.”

The local professional 
wrestling league, which 
has staged monthly bouts 
for the last two years, has 
all the features of tele-
vised national leagues, in-
cluding over-the-top char-
acters, fi nishing moves, 
and stories that pit heroic 
“faces” against villainous 
“heels.”

Thompson records the 
drama that occurs outside 
of the ring for the Five Bor-
oughs Wrestling Facebook, 
so that newcomers to the 

body-slam scene can catch 
up on the ongoing confl icts 
behind the ring’s bone-
crunching mayhem.

“I’ll put up a video so, 
even if you’re new, you 
can get caught up on the 

storyline, and say, ‘Oh I 
remember, they hate each 
other,’ ” said Thompson.

At the “Standing Tall” 
brawl on Feb. 5, the biggest 
beef will be between defend-
ing champion Brian My-

ers, who once competed for 
World Wrestling Entertain-
ment, and Bay Ridge chal-
lenger Kevin Matthews. 
The two have an on-again, 
off-again friendship that 
has soured into pure hatred 
over their competition for 
the championship belt.

“We were friends once, 
then enemies, then friends, 
and now we’re enemies 
again,” said Matthews.

Fans at these match 
ups are notoriously vo-
cal about their love — and 
loathing — of the wres-
tlers, and fi ghters are 
forced to roll with the pro-
verbial punches if they 
hope to survive the lime-
light, according to Mat-
thews.

“With the crowd Troy 
gets, if you suck, you’re 
going to get crucifi ed,” 
the wrestler said. “They’ll 
chant ‘Don’t come back,’ 
and shove a middle fi nger 
in your face.”

For Matthews, a born-
to-wrestle brawler who 
started training at age 16, 
his cockiness and devil-
may-care attitude turned 

BATH BEACH BRAWL: St. Finbar Church in Bath Beach will be-
come a battleground on Feb. 5, when fi ghters with Five Borough 
Wrestling compete in a clash of titans. Here, wrestler Kevin Mat-
thews performs his signature move, the Ego Driver, on his op-
ponent.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

Battle of Bash Beach
Pro wrestlers to rumble at Southern Brooklyn church

TOUGH AS NAILS: The artistic subjects 
in Tahir Karmali’s exhibit embody the re-
silience of Kenya’s  “Jua Kali” laborers. 

Continued from page 1 

PRE-K

THAT’S ONE IDEA: The city wants to make a pre-kindergarten at 
the Gowanus Expressway’s 86th Street off-ramp. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued on page 8
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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ing to one guy who lives di-
rectly across from the heap 
— the bags frequently rip 
open, covering the road in 
litter and sending streams 
of liquid “goo” fl owing past 
the curb, he said.

“Sometimes it’s food, and 
sometimes it’s fl owing down 
the street as a bunch of 
mixed up goo,” said Stuart.

The school is allowed to 
leave bags of trash on the 
pavement on Tuesday and 
Friday evenings in antici-
pation of pickups the follow-
ing day, said a Department 
of Sanitation spokeswoman. 
But neighbors say the pu-
trid pyramid is basically 
perennial, and typically 
returns as quickly as it is 
hauled away. 

The pile is so persistent, 
it is also memorialized in 
other online mediums — 
the scrap heap is visible in 
every Google Street View 
photo at the address dating 
back to 2007.

Neighbors claim com-
plaints to the schools, 311, 
and other city agencies have 
not made a difference. 

One community leader 
says he worked with edu-
cation and sanitation offi -
cials two years ago to fi nd 
an appropriate place for a 
dumpster outside the cam-
pus after fi elding numer-
ous complaints about the 
mound. But they couldn’t 
locate enough space for 
a trash receptacle, and 
so the pavement pile re-
mains. 

“There just isn’t room 
for it,” said Community 
Board 6 district manager 

Craig Hammerman.
The situation is start-

ing to smell like a double 
standard, say neighbors 
— if a home or store dealt 
with their trash the same 
way, the sanitation depart-
ment would lay down the 
law.  

“It shouldn’t be there 
just because it’s a school,” 
said Pete Colgan, who lives 
nearby on Fifth Street, 
and attended John Jay in 
the 1950s. “If it was me, or 
anybody else, we’d get a 
ticket.”

A Department of Edu-
cation spokeswoman said 
only that it would dedi-
cate extra training, sup-
port, and resources to the 
schools’ custodial staff, 
and that the agency would 
work with sanitation to ad-
dress the neighborhood’s 
concerns.

Continued from page 1 

TRASH

WHAT A DUMP: Park Slope resident and John Jay High School alumnus Pete Colgan says his former 
school needs to clean up its act, and that if it were anybody but a school, the offender would be get-
ting fi nes aplenty for throwing trash on the street. Community News Group / Colin Mixson

the crowd’s antipathy into 
outrageous support, he 
said.

“I was a bad guy forever, 
and I kept giving all these 
gestures to the crowd. I 
would pretend to jerk off 
when they gave me the mid-
dle fi nger, and shoot snot 
rockets, and they thought 

it was awesome,” said Mat-
thews. “So I became a good 
guy, but I never switched 
off my antics.”

The title fi ght is hardly 
the only draw to the Bath 
Beach rumble, which will 
feature six one-on-one 
and two-on-two match 
ups, plus an apocalyptic 
30-man free-for-all, with a 
new wrestler entering the 
stage every 30 seconds in a 
bid to hurl the competition 

out of the ring, Thompson 
said.

“The free-for-all is the 
big selling point for the 
evening,” said Thompson. 
“It’s the fi rst one we’ve 
ever done, and it should be 
pretty crazy.”

“Standing Tall” at St. 
Finbar Church [138 Bay 20th 
St. between Benson and Bath 
avenues in Bath Beach, (718) 
236–3312]. Feb. 5 at 8 pm. $20 
($30 front row).

WRESTLING
Continued from page 6

hosted a significant 
tennis match since the 

U.S. Pro Tennis Cham-
pionships at the Ter-
race Club in Flatbush in 
1935.

PowerShares Cup at 
Barclays Center [620 

Atlantic Ave. at Flat-
bush Ave. in Prospect 
Heights, www.barclay-
scenter.com]. Dec. 3 at 7 
pm. Ticket info to be ad-
vised.

TENNIS
Continued from page 1

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

BY COLIN MIXSON
This engine was really purr-
ing!

Heroic Windsor Terrace 
students, motorists, and a 
pair of police offi cers joined 
fur-ces to rescue a hapless 
2-month-old kitten that ran 
inside the wheel of a run-
ning car on Ocean Parkway 
on Monday afternoon — 
saving both the cat and the 
drivers’ faith in humanity.  

“The community was un-
believable, and the two cops, 
it was so nice to see the po-
lice offi cers do a really won-
derful job,” said Geraldine 
Cassone, the Windsor Ter-
race resident whose car be-
came a temporary refuge for 
the frightened fur ball, and 
is now its adoptive parent. 
“I’m so happy to be a New 

Yorker after the experience 
I had today.”

Cassone says the high-
stakes ordeal began at 
around 12:35 pm, at the ser-
vice road leading from Park 

Circle onto Ocean Parkway, 
where she spotted the lit-
tle lady scurrying through 
traffi c and slammed down 
on the brakes.

The kind-hearted driver 
leapt from her vehicle and 
beckoned for the wayward 
feline with open arms, 
but the rascal went for the 
wheel-well of her 2010 Sub-
aru Outback instead. 

And that is where she 
stayed for more than 20 min-
utes, as Cassone, passers by, 
and drivers stuck in gridlock 
behind her kitty-laden cross-
over tried in vain to urge the 
cat from its rubbery refuge. 

Eventually, Cassone cor-
ralled a few high-school 
students to help roll the car 
over to the curb — reliev-
ing the pent-up traffi c and 

catching the eyes of Offi cers 
Christopher Rinelli and Ke-
nia Marte, who rushed over 
to lend a hand. 

The cops then worked 
diligently for two-and-a-
half hours to liberate the 
mini mouser, eventually 
using a jack to lift the car 
up and grab the grungy gal 

from underneath, accord-
ing to Cassone. At one point, 
Rinelli was literally on his 
back in the snow straining 
the save the kitty, she said.

“He was lying on the 
ground trying to get it,” 
said Cassone. “They were 
just unbelievable.”

Cassone — a pet lover 

who formerly owned a three-
legged dog and a squirrel 
monkey — says either she, 
or any one of her three kids, 
will now adopt the kitten, 
which is still unnamed. 

“She’s beautiful,” she 
said. “She’s going to get a 
good home at my house or 
with one of my children.”

Windsor Terrace cops, civilians 
save young cat trapped under car 

WHEELY BRAVE: Offi cer Chris-
topher Ranelli attempts the 
daring rescue of the unnamed 
feline.  NYPD

AMERICAN HEROES: Offi cer Christopher Ranelli, Offi cer Kenia Marte, and good Samaritan Geraldine 
Cassone with the cat all safe and sound. NYPD

Sittin’ kitty!
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BY LAUREN GILL
Call it brown-stonewalling.

A Boerum Hill civic 
group is mounting a cam-
paign to expand the neigh-
borhood’s historic district 
in order to protect more of 
its charming 19th-century 
row houses from the city’s 
impending upzoning plans.

Mayor DeBlasio wants 
to loosen restrictions on 
the height and shape of new 
buildings in the area, which 
the residents worry will en-
courage developers to raze 
the handsome old homes and 
erect ugly new ones — for-
ever changing the character 
of a neighborhood they have 
a sworn duty to protect.

“Our job is to preserve 
the quality of life in Boerum 
Hill,” said Boerum Hill As-
sociation president How-
ard Kolins, who lives in the 
proposed extension and pre-
sented the expansion plan at 
the group’s quarterly meet-
ing last week. “We’re trying 

to extend the protections of 
the historic district and cre-
ate a mindset that preserves 
this unique, century-old 
housing stock.”  

In the current historic 
district — which encom-
passes around 250 houses in 
the area bounded by Hoyt, 
Nevins, Pacifi c and Wyck-
off streets — any new con-
struction has to conform to 
a local lookbook, and must 
be okayed by the city’s land-
marks commission. 

The civic group wants to 
expand the landmarked re-
gion further towards Smith 
Street and down to Warren 
Street, roughly doubling its 
size.  

The city already  rezoned 
those areas in 2011  to im-
pose strict height caps of 
fi ve stories — seven stories 
in a few areas — and rules 
that new buildings have to 
sit fl ush with the neat row-
houses that currently domi-
nate the area.  

But under DeBlasio’s 
proposal — part of his  grand 
plan  to increase the city’s af-
fordable housing stock — 
developers will be able to 
build another fi ve feet, or 
half a story, higher there. 
In some patches, they would 
be allowed to go an extra 15 
feet up if they include some 
housing for old folks. 

The new rules would also 
allow builders to push new 
houses back from the street 
— ostensibly to accommo-
date courtyards and fancier 
facades, but residents worry 
the extra leeway will open 
the door to all sorts of crazy 
new designs that clash with 
the existing streetscape. 

“It was unclear and left 
open the possibility that 
building could be extended 
in an unknown way,” said 
Kolins.

The extension is some-
thing the group has wanted 
for years, Kolins says — 
even without DeBlasio’s 

changes, there is nothing 
currently stopping develop-
ers from knocking down the 
old houses, nor replacing 
them with modern designs 
and building materials. But 
the looming legislation has 
given residents and support-
ers renewed purpose.  

“It does make me ner-
vous that this area doesn’t 
have landmarked protec-
tion” said Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Boerum Hill), who 
says he backs the expansion 
and will look into provid-
ing funds for the research 
needed to create a compel-
ling case for it to happen.

But it is unlikely that ev-
eryone in the area will be 
so enthusiastic, said one lo-
cal leader, because owning 
a landmarked home makes 
remodeling an expensive 
pain in the butt. 

“Making exterior reno-
vations to properties in his-
toric districts are more ex-
pensive,” says Community 

Board 2 district manager 
Rob Perris. “There are ex-
tra steps that you have … 
and that inherently builds 
in more time.”

But the civic group is 
determined to try. Kolins 
said the next step is to meet 
with homeowners in the 
proposed expansion, then 
set about investigating and 
documenting the history of 
the buildings there, which it 
will eventually have to pres-
ent to the local community 
and the landmarks commis-
sion. 

In all, he predicts the 
whole process will take 
three to fi ve years — roughly 
how long it took before the 
city agreed to  expand Park 
Slope’s historic district in 
2012 . 

Meanwhile, DeBlasio 
also has to win over of-
fi cials to his plan.  The 
scheme has proven un-
popular with the major-
ity of Brooklyn commu-
nity boards  — and those 
in other boroughs — but 
Council members will ulti-
mately decide in February.

To fi ght mayor’s plans, Boerum Hill group wants bigger historic district

PREVENTATIVE STEPS: Civic-minded Boerum Hill residents hope 
annexing more buildings in the historic district will protect them 
from development and zoning changes.  Boerum Hill Association

They’re rising up for low-rise
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Hear it Mondays
HOW DOES THE BROOKLYN PAPER SOUND? 

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.


