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BY COLIN MIXSON
They’ve had it up to here!

The city must complete coastal re-
siliency projects it has been promising 
since Hurricane Sandy, locals said after 
Manhattan Beach and Sheepshead Bay 
streets fl ooded on Feb. 8 and 9. The same 
factors that raised Hurricane Sandy’s 
deluge to biblical proportions — a slow-
moving storm, unfortunately timed 
high tides, and a full moon — temporar-
ily turned Emmons Avenue and Shore 
Boulevard into canals. The latest inun-
dation is proof the city must shore up its 
shorefront before a more serious storm 
hits, one resident said.

“It’s been three years since Sandy, 
and politicians come and say, ‘We’ll do 

this — we’ll do that,’ but nothing’s ever 
done,” said Manhattan Beacher Robert 
Gevertzman, whose Langham Street 
home partially fl ooded on Feb. 9. “Every 
storm that comes along, they say, ‘There 
may be some ocean fl ooding.’ I worry, I 
really do. If another Sandy comes, it’s go-
ing to cost billions of dollars.”

An area councilman is calling on 
the Department of Environmental 
Protection to install storm water re-
tention tanks in waterfront communi-
ties to temporarily stem the tide that 
the city’s antediluvian sewers cannot 
handle — and give residents a little 
piece of mind.

“Since Hurricane Sandy more than 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
It’s across-the-board support.

Council is demanding the city 
landmark Coney Island’s Reiglemann 
Boardwalk, even though the Land-
marks Preservation Commission pre-
viously deemed it unworthy, accord-
ing to a resolution introduced on Feb. 
5. The city must protect relics in the 
neighborhood  poised for growth , ac-
cording to the councilman leading the 
charge. 

“We have already lost notable his-
toric structures in our community 
to development because of our city’s 
sluggish landmarking system,” said 
Councilman Mark Treyger (D–Coney 
Island).

The pol pushed the designation in 
late 2014,  trying to block the Parks De-
partment’s efforts to replace the prom-
enade’s storied planks with concrete , 
but the commission denied him on 
grounds that the 2.5-mile-long stretch 

Council wants Coney 
Boardwalk landmarked

Continued on page 13

Calls to beef up resiliency after light snow inundates coastal nabes

Continued on page 13
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WORRIED SICK: Robert Gevertzman is sick and tired of worrying about fl ooding three years 
after Hurricane Sandy destroyed parts of his Langham Street home. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

WHAT THE FLOOD!

On board!

Who needs Huskies! Boy Scouts built and hauled sleds of their own design during the annual Klondike Derby in Coney Island. 
For more, see page 4. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Working like dogs
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BY COLIN MIXSON
The mayor wants to build a 
$2.5-billion trolley line be-
tween Sunset Park and 
Queens, hopping aboard a pro-
posal put together by develop-
ers and businesses along the 
suggested route.

But the plan is about more 
than just commerce, Hizzoner 
claims — the so-called Brook-
lyn Queens Connector would 
connect communities in sub-
way-starved areas along the 
waterfront.

“The BQX has the potential 
to change the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of New Yorkers,” 
DeBlasio said during his an-
nual State of the City speech 
last Thursday night.

The plan to bring trolley 
dodging back to the Borough 
of Kings is  reportedly  the work 
of an organization calling itself 
Friends of the Brooklyn Queens 

Connector, backed by Dumbo 
developer Two Trees — which 
is currently  erecting high-rises  
at the old Domino sugar factory 
in Williamsburg — as well as 
other real-estate, business, and 
community interests.

 The pitch  is still light on 

details, but the mayor’s press 
offi ce says it wants to install 
tracks on existing streets in 
Red Hook, Dumbo, Cobble 
Hill, Downtown, Williams-
burg, and Greenpoint. 

Under the current plan, 
straphangers would be able to 

use the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority ticket sys-
tem to pay and a fare would 
cost the same as a subway 
swipe — at least according to 
former traffi c commissioner 
“Gridlock” Sam Schwartz, 
whose engineering fi rm is 
working for Friends of the 
Brooklyn Queens Connector.

The group championing the 
streetcar funded the study and 
proposal, but the city would 
have to pay for the multi-bil-
lion-dollar system itself — the 
Mayor claims taxes generated 
by increased property values 
along the route will cover the 
costs.  

The entire thing would in-
volve several years of planning 
and negotiations with local 
communities, the mayor’s offi ce 
says — construction wouldn’t 
begin until at least 2019 and it 
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By Colin Mixson

These girls put the “o” in country!
Brooklyn’s sauciest country 

comedy crooners, the music duo 
Reformed Whores, will tell jokes and 
sing risque tunes at a pair of upcom-
ing shows on Feb. 14 and 15. The droll 
dames from Dixie will play songs about 
sex and bad romance at “The Rejection 
Show’s Heartbreak Haven” at Littlefield 
on Valentine’s Day, and then host a 
music video release party at Union Hall 
on Feb. 15 for their new song “Eating 
Out.”

“You can guess what that one’s 
about,” said Marie Cecile Anderson, 
a Fort Greene resident who sings and 
plays ukulele for Reformed Whores.

The night will also offer a sneak 

peek at the band’s upcoming second 
album “Don’t Beat Around the Bush,” 
subtitled “Songs that Hit the Spot.” The 
pair will preview some of the new songs, 
including “Hump-A-Lot Bear,” “Willy 
for a Day,” and “Whorny” and will be 
joined by some of New York City’s best 
female stand-ups, who appeared in the 
“Eating Out” video.

Anderson, a Nashville native, and 
bandmate Katy Frame, who hails from 
Maryland and now lives in Greenpoint, 
met five years ago at a mutual friend’s 
birthday party in New York City. The 
then-aspiring actresses decided to form 
a band after learning of their shared 
musical interests, said Anderson.

“Katy said, ‘I play the accordion,’ 
and I said, ‘I play the ukulele,’ and we 

said, ‘Let’s start a band!’ ” Anderson 
recalled.

The girls, who were inspired in equal 
part by country legend Dolly Parton 
and Jack Black’s rock-comedy project 
Tenacious D, did not set out to start a 
comedy band, but found it was more 
fun to roast their love lives than mourn 
them, according to Frame.

“We really fell into the comedy 
music thing ass-backwards,” she said. 
“We were inspired by our pathetic love 
lives, and when we started writing 
about those things, we found it was 
more fun to make them funny than trau-
matic and sad.”

The Dixie duo’s on-stage antics 
include bouts of witty banter between 
songs, in homage to classic country acts 

like Parton and June Carter Cash, said 
Anderson.

“We just loved kind of the parallel 
between country music and comedy,” 
said the girl from Nashville. “Country 
artists are known for having great stage 
banter, so we’re always telling jokes 
between songs.”

Reformed Whores play at the Rejection 
Show Valentine Day’s Heartbreak Heaven 
at Littlefield 622 Degraw St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gowanus, 
www.littlefieldnyc.com). Feb. 14 at 7 pm. 
$12 ($10 in advance).

Video release party for “Eating Out” 
at Union Hall [702 Union St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park Slope, 
www.unionhallny.com, (718) 638–4400] 
Feb. 15 at 8 pm. $8 ($6 in advance).

Country comedy duo Reformed Whores play around town

Flirty and dirty: Marie Cecile Anderson and Katy Frame are the 
Reformed Whores, a country music duo that sing filthily funny 
songs about about sex and dating. They will release the music 
video “Eating Out” at Union Hall on Feb. 15.  Mindy Tucker 

It’s a ho-down!

DeBlasio pushing Brooklyn–Queens waterfront trolley

BY COLIN MIXSON
A cadre of Southern Brook-
lyn politicians is slamming 
Mayor DeBlasio’s  $2.5 billion 
plan to build a streetcar route 
along Brooklyn’s hip water-
front neighborhoods , saying 
the city’s leader needs to stop 
lavishing money on “pie-in-
the-sky” luxuries while com-
muters in Southern Brooklyn 
languish.

“We’re not asking for a 
fancy street car, we’re not ask-
ing for pie-in-the-sky ideas and 
luxury items, we’re asking for 
service that was taken from 
the people of Southern Brook-
lyn, and we’re fi ghting for that 
to be restored,” said Council-

man Mark Treyger, referring 
to F train express service cut 
years ago  he’s called on offi -
cials to resurrect . “Lets focus 
on the nuts and bolts of basic 
governance.”

Councilmen Chaim Deutsch 
(D–Sheepshead Bay) and Vin-
cent Gentile (D–Bay Ridge), 
state Sen. Diane Savino (D–Co-

BY COLIN MIXSON
His cable car has just come in!

Mayor DeBlasio  wants to 
bring trolley dodging back 
to Brooklyn  for the fi rst time 
since the 1950s, and no one is 
more excited about it than leg-
endary Flatbush engineer and 
transit geek Bob Diamond, who 
has been trying to get the city 
to do just that for more than 20 
years.

“I think it’s really impor-
tant for the future growth and 
prosperity of New York City 
that the mayor and other elects 
work to bring back a streetcar 
network,” said Diamond, who 
has been laboring to build a 
streetcar system linking Red 

Hook with Downtown since 
1989.

Diamond’s dream was orig-
inally city-sanctioned, and he 
lay some tracks in Red Hook 
and purchased several vintage 
streetcars to ride them, only 
for the city to cut off funding 
in 1999. 

 The Bloomberg administra-
tion became interested again in 
2009 , but  put the kibosh on his 
fantasy altogether in 2011 , fol-
lowing  a Department of Trans-
portation study  — widely cir-
culated online again in recent 
days — that found the streetcar 
would serve relatively few peo-
ple for the price tag and would 

WHAT THE F?: Councilman Mark 
Treyger wants the mayor to rein-
state the express F train in addi-
tion to the street car.

Mayor’s streetcar desire

All aboard for tram controversy!

OH, JAY THERE: This publicity image envisages a streetcar on Jay Street 
Downtown. Friends of the Brooklyn Queens Connector

Pols: First fi x 
our subways 

Cable car historian: Plan is 
one man’s dream come true

Continued on page 10 Continued on page 10

Continued on page 10
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about a full house!

The city must intervene 
and raze a Flatlands house 
that is so packed to the raf-
ters with garbage that the 
junk spills out onto the side-
walk, neighbors say. The 
Department of Buildings is-
sued a vacate order on the 
Avenue L home between E. 
54th and E. 55th streets in 
2014, but the owner hasn’t 
complied, and area resi-
dents are demanding ac-
tion.

“It’s gotta be demolished 
— it’s gotta be cleaned up,” 
said Larry Feigenbaum, 
who lives down the block. 
“They put a vacate notice on 
that gate. Less than 30 days 
later, the g------ signs were 
covered up and gone, and 
[the owner is] back, and he 
didn’t give a s---.”

John DePietro owns the 
property. He admitted that 
a hoarding obsession com-
pels him and claimed he is 
planning an April spring 
cleaning.

“It’s something we’re 
going to straighten up, be-
cause it controls me,” he 
said. “I allowed it and it’s 
nothing but garbage.”

But locals say that De-
Pietro is anything but apol-
ogetic. He hid from city 
enforcers when the city is-
sued the 2014 vacate order, 
only to emerge once they’d 
left and, in a bizarre fi t of 
spite, placed a caged opos-
sum atop his car and drove 
around the block blaring 
his car horn, Feigenbaum 
claimed.

“A half hour after the 
city pulled their cars out of 
here, he was driving around 
with that cage on the top of 
his car beeping his horn, 
harassing everyone on this 
block,” he said.

DePietro has more than 
$18,000 in outstanding city 
fi nes for the dangerous 
property’s condition, city 
records show.

And the house may be 
full of more than junk — the 
city demolished a Staten Is-
land home DePietro owned 
in 2007 and found it was 
“packed with debris and 
combustible propane and 
gas tanks,”  the bucolic’s 
borough’s paper of record 
reported .

DePietro doesn’t in-
habit the Avenue L house — 
rather he lives in a trailer 

perpetually parked around 
the corner on E. 55th Street, 
neighbors say. He defecates 
onto the street, fl ushing his 
feces into a nearby storm 
drain, Feigenbaum claimed. 
A garage behind DePietro’s 
house literally bulges under 
the weight of junk inside, 
and its partially collapsed 
roof reveals rodent infes-
tations amidst the piles of 
refuse, junk, and antiques, 
neighbors said.

The Department of Build-
ings has not received any 
complaints on the property 
since Sept. 2014, and it will 
only demolish the house if 
it’s in danger of collapse, ac-
cording to spokesman for 
the agency.

Another neighbor who 
described DePietro as an 
eccentric millionaire and 
“like a godfather” defended 
the man, claiming DePietro 
is quick to lend a neighbor 
a shovel or a handyman 
spare parts, but admitted 
the man’s compulsion is un-
matched.

“He’s probably the big-
gest hoarder in America,” 
said Donald Valentino who 
has known DePietro for 25 
years. “I kid you not.”

BY ZACH JONES
Prosecutors are charging more 
than a dozen alleged Flatbush 
gang members with murder and 
conspiracy for going on “hunt-
ing expeditions” to gun down 
rival gangsters — and even ci-
vilians — simply for living in 
Canarsie.

Offi cials arraigned 15 mem-
bers of gang No Love City on 
Feb. 3, claiming the group’s 
turf battles were an organized 
campaign meant to spread fear, 
Brooklyn’s top prosecutor said.

“We must never allow vio-
lent street gangs to take over 
and terrorize our communities 
by going on hunting expeditions 
and roaming our streets shoot-
ing and killing people at will,” 
said District Attorney Ken 
Thompson.

Prosecutors say the conspir-
acy started in September 2013 
but intensifi ed after No Love 
City member Malik Bhola was 
murdered in Bushwick on Jan. 
1, 2014. His compatriots alleg-
edly began a scorched-earth 
campaign against rival Canar-
sie gangs they believed to be 
responsible, going so far as to 
target bystanders for “merely 
being from the ‘Flossy’ [Canar-
sie], ” according to a statement 
from Thompson.

One member allegedly shot a 
60-year old woman, paralyzing 

her from the waist down, while 
attempting to blast a rival — an-
other allegedly shot up a Memo-
rial Day barbecue, wounding 
three, and then bragged about it 
on Facebook, prosecutors said. 
A third ensnared a rival by set-
ting up a fake date via social me-
dia, the statement reads.

“Instead of a date, the victim 
received a gunshot wound to the 
face that left him with a broken 
jaw,” the release states.

Each of the accused — all 
of whom are between 18 and 27 
years old — faces up to 25 years 
for conspiracy, and some face 
life in prison for second-degree 
murder charges, offi cials said. 
The judge ordered the men held 
without bail. Two are still at 
large, and one is awaiting extra-
dition from New Jersey, prose-
cutors said.

Neighbors: City must raze hoarder house

HOUSE OF THE 
CRAMMED

Brooklyn’s most 
dangerous game
DA: Flatbush gang with a 
beef ‘hunted’ Canarsians

District Attorney Ken Thompson
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Serial killer convicted
BY DENNIS LYNCH

A 67-year-old Ben-
sonhurst native mur-
dered three Brook-
lyn shopkeepers in 
cold blood over the 
course of fi ve months 
in 2012, a jury found 
on Feb. 10.

Salvatore Per-
rone’s spree started 
in August of 2012, 
when he shot and killed 
65-year-old Mohamed Gebeli in 
his Fifth Avenue store in Bay 
Ridge. A month later, Perrone 
shot 59-year-old Isaac Kadare 
in the head and slit his throat 
inside his Bensonhurst dollar 
store. He murdered 78-year-old 

Rahmatollah Vahi-
dipour in his Flat-
bush boutique that 
November.

Perrone, who 
lived on Staten Is-
land at the time of 
the murders, tried 
to conceal all three 
of his victims’ bod-
ies under clothes 
and other items 

from their stores, police said.
Police caught up with Per-

rone after they released a 
photo of him carrying a duffl e 
bag near a victim’s shop.

He will be sentenced on 
Mar. 4, and faces 75 years to 
life in prison, offi cials said.

THE HORDE: Admitted hoarder John DePietro’s Avenue L house is fi lled with junk, which spills into the 
backyard, and into his sagging rear garage, which appears decayed and barely stable. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

GUILTY: Salvatore 
Perrone. 
 District Attorney’s offi ce
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s Brooklyn’s Iditarod!

Kings County Cub and Boy Scouts 
strapped themselves to harnesses and 
pulled hand-made sleighs — not unlike 
Alaska’s iconic Iditarod dog-sled race 
— across Coney Island’s beach for the 
organization’s annual Klondike Derby 
competition on Feb. 6. The young mak-
ers’ sleds showed great craftsmanship, 
but at the end of the day, winning the 
race came down to good old-fashioned 
kid power, according to the winning 
pack’s cub master.

“I guess our boys were just faster 
this year,” said Anthony Seal, cub mas-
ter of Pack 933, which won the race in 
its bracket and took home overall fi rst 
prize among cub Scout teams. “It’s 
mostly a test of strength and speed.”

Each cub pack (that’s ages 5–11) and 
Boy Scout troop (11–18) entered the 
event with its own handcrafted sleigh, 
he said. Six kids pulled, one pushed, 
and one lucky scout rode the sled, ac-
cording to Seal.

But the race wasn’t the only chal-
lenge waiting for the kids — organiz-
ers with Boy Scouts of America ar-
ranged a slew of competitive tasks for 
the young adventurers.

Boy Scouts competed in trials test-
ing fi rst-aid, water-rescue, knot-tying, 

and shelter-construction skills, ac-
cording to Boy Scouts of America Breu-
kelen District activities chairman Mil-
ton Davis. Their junior counterparts 
had it a little easier, and competed in 
a harpoon toss, a penguin walk, and 
memory tests, he said.

Scouts compete in Coney sled race

A SLED AHEAD: Pack 238 Scout Joshua 
Barthe accepts his team’s trophy for best 
sled. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

PACK ATTACK: Cub Scout Pack 933 placed fi rst overall at the Klondike Derby, where it won 
the event’s sleigh race and came in second in tests of skill. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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Spring Flooring 
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1-800-HARDWOOD
lumberliquidators.com

On purchases of $2,000 or more made with 
your Lumber Liquidators credit card from 
February 3-16, 2016. *Subject to credit 
approval. Minimum monthly payments 

required.  See store for details.

18 MONTHS  
FINANCING AVAILABLE*

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
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FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
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to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
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Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS
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CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!
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Sterling!
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SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.
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CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Breakthrough FDA Approved 
Treatment For Gum Disease

MARINE PARK PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC

2272 Hendrickson Street Brooklyn, NY 11234 
www.MarineParkPerio.com

—CALL FOR YOUR CONSULATION TODAY—

LANAP laser gum treatment that 
can zap away Gum Disease! 
If you suffer from bleeding gums 
we have treated hundreds of cases 
with no cutting and no sutures and 
the results are incredible, minimal 
discomfort and fast healing.

LANAP
Laser Assisted

New Attachment Procedure
The alternative to scalpel & suture gum surgery

*First & only FDA Approved laser gum treatment procedure.

ALL-ON-FOUR
DENTAL IMPLANTS

(718) 339-8900
3024 Quentin Road, 
Brooklyn, NY 11234

www.marineparkfh.com

Marine Park
  FUNERAL HOME

Our family 
has been committed 
to serving your family 
at affordable prices 
for four generations. 

At a time 
when experience 
and integrity 
are essential, 
know Marine Park 
Funeral Home 
is here for you.

 Traditional Services
 Graveside Services
 Memorial Services
 Simple Cremations
 Funded & Non-Funded 

   Pre-Arrangements
 In-Home Arrangements
 Cemetery Monuments

For more info, please email us at marineparkfh@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address___________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email_____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Marine Park Funeral Home

Fleet

Accounts

Welcome

SAL’S TRANSMISSIONSSAL’S TRANSMISSIONS
Quality & HonestyQuality & Honesty

Check Engine 
Light On?
Winterize Your Vehicle
FREE Diagnostic
Towing Available
Extended Warranties Welcome
4x4 Specialist

2092 Stillwell Ave., Brooklyn, NY • 718-714-4117

www.salstrans.com

MONTH WARRANTY MONTH WARRANTY 
UNLIMITED MILES ON UNLIMITED MILES ON 
TRANSMISSION REBUILTTRANSMISSION REBUILT1212

Excludes Commercial & TLC Vehicles • Expires 12/31/16 
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS
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40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Shirley Temples anyone?

Community Board 15 is 
pushing the state to deny an 
Oxford Street cafe a wine and 
beer license, because the cof-
fee-and-pastry parlor is too 
close to area schools and may 
encourage underage drink-
ing. An owner began con-
verting the building into a 
restaurant in 2011, but  met 
fi erce opposition amid fears 
the joint would attract rowdy 
co-eds from nearby Kingsbor-
ough Community College . He 
fi nally opened three months 
ago, and said he doesn’t un-
derstand why neighbors are 
so prudish.

“The board was giving me 
a hard time — they complain 
about everything, didn’t want 
me to build this restaurant,” 
said Roman Midyany, who 
owns Chillax Cafe with wife 
Viktoriya. “I don’t want know 
why the board is against me.”

But local leaders fear the 
hypothetical watering hole’s 
proximity to the college and 
co-located Leon Goldstein 
High School will drive pu-
pils to replace Proust with 
“prost.”

“Why should you put temp-
tation in the face of young peo-
ple?” said board chairwoman 
Theresa Scavo.

The Midyanys only plan to 
break out the booze on week-
ends and after 6 pm on week-
days — in deference to neigh-
bors worried about underage, 
under-the-infl uence under-
grads, Viktoriya said.

“We are respectful to our 
neighbors,” she said. “We are 
not planning that at all — to 
sell alcohol during school 
hours.”

The state prohibits res-
taurants from selling liquor 
within 200 feet of schools, but 
the law doesn’t apply to places 
that only sell wine and beer, 

according to the New York 
State Liquor Authority.

Community groups  pledged 
to battle alcohol license appli-
cations back in 2011 when the 
Midyanys started building 
the restaurant , and Council-
man Chaim Deutsch (D–Man-
hattan Beach) recently wrote 
the state a letter opposing the 
application citing proximity 

to schools and a prevalence of 
underage area motorists.

“The vast majority of mo-
torists and pedestrians in that 
section of Manhattan Beach 
are affi liated with the schools, 
and they are overwhelmingly 
minors,” Deutsch said.

The owners want to work 
with the board, Viktoriya 
said.

“We live here, and we work 
here, and we want to be part of 
our community,” she said.

But Roman vowed to keep 
business chugging along in 
the face of opposition.

“I will not close out the 
business,” he said. “I’m not 
going to give up on my busi-
ness because the board wants 
me to.”

Teetoddlers

WHY DO DRY?: Roman Midyany, co-owner of Chillax Cafe in Manhattan Beach, doesn’t understand why the 
community board is fi ghting his beer and wine license application. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Board fi ghts beer license 
fearing underage drinking
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It’s a new year! 
You don’t have to suffer with your

BACK, NECK OR KNEE PAIN!



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 12–18, 20168    B GM BR

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Cup of d’oh!
A carjacker stole a man’s car 

from a Fifth Avenue donut shop 
parking lot on Feb. 5, police said.

The owner left his keys in the ig-
nition and the car running while he 
ran in for coffee at the shop near 68th 
Street around 6:30 am, but when he 
came out, he found his 2014 Ford was 
nowhere in sight, according to police.

Fast cash
A cat burglar raided a Fourth 

Avenue fast food joint’s register on 
Feb. 4, police said.

The owners locked up the eatery 
near 68th Street around 11:40 pm 
and returned the next morning to 
fi nd someone had cleared out $2,683 
from the register.

Spending spree
A fraudster opened a credit card 

in the name of a woman who lives 
on 14th Avenue back in December, 
and has run up a hefty bill since, po-
lice said.

The woman, who lives near 84th 
Street, reported the fraud this week, 
but damage had already been done. 
Whoever took out the phony plas-
tic on Dec. 18 charged $1,373 before 
anyone caught on. — Dennis Lynch

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Delayed reaction
Someone fi red off a round of bul-

lets on W. 32nd Street on Feb. 4 — 
hitting a man in the leg. 

The victim told police he was near 
Mermaid Avenue on his way back 
from the corner store at 6:30 pm when 
gun shots suddenly rang out. Not 
wanting to stick around, the victim 
booked it to his upstairs apartment 
on the same street, only to realize 
he’d have to head back out and seek 
treatment for the gunshot wound he 
discovered in his left thigh. 

The man went off the Lutheran 
Medical Center for treatment, while 
investigators managed to recover 
a shell casing from the scene of the 
shooting, cops said.

App for that
Cops busted two men who they 

say robbed a pair of kids at gunpoint 
on Cropsey Avenue on Feb. 6.

The victims told police they were 
near Bay 46th Street at 12:25 pm 
when the duo pulled a gun on them 
and grabbed their phones. After the 
suspects had left, however, the boys 
went straight for the cops, who were 
able to use an iPhone application 
called Track My Phone to trace the 
alleged crooks to a B74 line bus, ac-
cording to police. 

After pulling over the bus, and 
collaring their suspects, the cops 
found them in possession of the vic-
tims’ phones, along with a Crosman 
Vigilante BB gun, police said.

Amazing graze
A pistol-packing maniac grazed 

a man in a drive-by shooting on Av-
enue W on Feb. 1.

The victim told police he was in 
the passenger-side seat of a car near 
Stillwell Avenue at 12:20 am when 
the wacko rolled up in a black Ger-
man luxury car and started blast-
ing. 

Fortunately, the shooter only 
managed to graze the suspect, leav-
ing him with a nasty, but superfi cial 
wound on his left arm, cops said.

Low-comotive
A thief snatched a phone from a 

teenager’s hand aboard a Coney Is-
land-bound D train on Feb. 2.

The victim told police that he 

had just left school and boarded 
the train at the Bay 50th Street stop 
near Stillwell Avenue at 12:29 pm 
when the crook walked over and 
asked for the time. After the teen an-
swered his question, the guy asked 
the 17-year-old kid, “How much does 
your phone cost?” 

That’s when the thief showed his 
true colors and snatched the phone, 
before growling “Stay on the train, 
or else” and fl eeing, cops said.

Locker looted
A burglar looted painting equip-

ment from a man’s locker inside a 
Surf Avenue building on Jan. 29.

The victim told police that he left 
his locker secured inside the building 
between W. 31st and W. 32nd streets at 
3:25 pm, and returned three days later 
to fi nd the lock had been busted off 
and his painting equipment nabbed.

Jewel heist
A thief ransacked a 63-year-old 

woman’s E. First Street apartment 
on Feb. 6, taking jewelry.

The victim told police the crook 
busted into her abode between Ave-
nues Y and Z at 8:15 pm, gaining en-
try by breaking through a window. 
The crook trashed the place before 
fi nding the victim’s jewelry, which 
he absconded with through a rear 
bedroom window, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Snow’s coming
Someone anticipating a lot of 

shoveling stole a snow plow from a 

business on E. 12th Street on Feb. 2, 
according to police.

The plow’s rightful owner left 
the business near Avenue Y around 
5 pm and returned at 9 pm to fi nd 
someone had clipped a lock that 
safeguarded a plow and made off 
with it, police said.

Teens arrested
Police arrested a trio of teens 

who they say sent another adoles-
cent to the hospital by beating him 
on Avenue X on Feb. 4 for nothing 
more than his cellphone.

The victim was on his way near 
Brown Street around 6 pm when the 
three approached him, police said. 
They punched him until he fell to 
the ground, then kicked him repeat-
edly in the face, knocking one of his 
teeth loose, offi cials allege. 

One then grabbed his phone and 
the three fl ed, but police later cuffed 
all three, according to the police re-
port.

Failed cab grab
Three conniving would-be 

thieves tried and failed to rob a cab-
bie on Coney Island Avenue on Feb. 
5, police said.

The cab driver picked up the 
three around Mill Avenue and Av-
enue U around 2 am, but the trouble 
started near Kings Higheway, po-
lice said. 

One of the three brutes pulled a 
knife out and tried to grab the cab 
driver’s cellphone, but must have 
been spooked because he broke a 
window and then all three fl ed.

Hamburglar
A thief stole an air conditioner 

from a kosher burger joint on E. 
Fourth Street sometime between 
Feb. 3 and 7, police said.

The owner left his eatery near 
Avenue R around 9 pm on Feb. 3 and 
returned a few days later to fi nd an 
air conditioner installed there was 
missing. He later found someone 
had popped the pins on a door to get 
access to his business.

— Dennis Lynch

The source for news
in your neighborhood:

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Now recruiting students for the 2016-2017 Academic Year 

HEBREW LANGUAGE ACADEMY 
CHARTER SCHOOL

A FREE Public K-8 School in District 22 located at

Approximately 85 Kindergarten
Seats Available!

Limited seats in grades 1, 2 and 6

Open Houses and Tours available.
Visit www.HLACharterschool.org for more information!

HLA is a dual language public school which offers 

an academically rigorous K-8 curriculum:

Please complete an application at WWW.HLACHARTERSCHOOL.ORG

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$A
VE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.

($995 Society’s Service Fee)
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be diffi cult to squeeze into 
Red Hook’s streets. 

Diamond believes the 
review was set up to fail, 
however, because the 
city wanted to fund more 
buses at the time. 

“To be perfectly frank, 
it’s been a laughing stock 
in the transit commu-
nity since it came out,” 
claimed Diamond, who 
also poured his efforts into 
running tours through an 
abandoned train tunnel he 
found under Atlantic Ave-
nue,  until transportation 
offi cials killed that dream 
in 2010 as well .

The armchair transit 
expert still contends that 
streetcars exceed busses 
in every way that matters 
— creating less pollution, 
consuming less energy, 
accommodating more 

passengers, and promot-
ing development along 
their routes. 

“Streetcars are supe-
rior to busses on every 
level and in every cate-
gory of metric,” he said.

Now the city has a 
leader who is enthusiasti-
cally on board the street-
car revival, Diamond — 
who says he has written 

seven or eight books on 
the subject — says his one 
remaining hope is that he 
is included.

“I’m bored, so if I can 
help them in any way, I’m 
all ready to do that,” he 
said. “I need something to 
do since the tunnel tours 
got shut down, and there’s 
only so many books you 
can write.”

ney Island), and assembly 
members William Colton 
(D–Bensonhurst) and Pa-
mela Harris (D–Coney 
Island) have joined Trey-
ger’s push, and the faction 
released a joint statement 
decrying the mayor’s proj-
ect as a ludicrous misallo-
cation of tax-payer funds 
the day after Hizzoner 
announced the plan dur-

ing his State of the City 
Speech on Feb. 4.

“When you’re talk-
ing about billions of dol-
lars, and then you don’t 
have the money to make 
our transit system more 
handicapped accessible, 
that’s like a slap in the 
face for Southern Brook-
lyn,” said Deutsch.

The mayor plans to 
pay for the project en-
tirely with city tax rev-
enue. The city and state 
fund the Metropolitan 

Transportation Author-
ity, which operates city 
subways and buses.

Gentile said the 
streetcar plan doesn’t go 
far enough.

“It’s a great idea, but 
it’s too short,” he said. “It 
should be lengthened to 
include Bay Ridge to Gra-
vesend, I would even say 
further out to Sheepshead 
Bay and Kingsborough. 
I support this streetcar 
idea, I think it’s great.”

— with Dennis Lynch

would be at least 2024 be-
fore the system is up and 
running, by which time 
DeBlasio will be long gone 
from City Hall.

 The man who hopes 
to be mayor by then , Bor-
ough President Adams, 
said he supports the plan 
in principle — but also 
recalled the  long-stalled  
plans for a subway line 
connecting the seriously 
transit-starved neigh-
borhood of Marine Park 
to Williamsburg, which 
 DeBlasio was lauding 
less than a year ago.  

“The Brooklyn Queens 
Connector, like bus rapid 
transit and the Utica Av-
enue subway line, is an 
innovative and laudable 
project that fi ts into our 
shared vision for a better 
connected borough and 
city,” said the Beep.

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838  Fax: 718-646-4659

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.
That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

TRAIN IN VAIN: Bob Diamond, who has been pushing for a 
trolley system for years, stands with a relic from Brooklyn’s 
heyday.  File photo

Continued from page 2 

TRAM FAN

THE PITCH: A map shows the rough Brooklyn route of the 
proposed streetcar. Friends of the Brooklyn Queens Connector

Continued from page 2 

TROLLEY

Continued from page 2 

SUBWAYS
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At Gilman Ciocia, you’ll 
pay just $99* for tax 

preparation. And that’s 
only the beginning.

We like saving people money on 
their taxes — and we’d like to help 

you. With the economy the way it is, 
there’s never been a better time to 

take control of your taxes.

Call to schedule an appointment

718-683-5723
2619 Emmons Avenue, Suite 1B

Brooklyn, NY 11235

www.gtax.com

Jim Ciocia, Founder and Chairman

*For first time customers only. Includes: basic federal and state return. Does not include 
any additional forms and/or schedules, which will incur extra charges.  

Offer available for 2015 tax returns only. Limit one coupon per customer.  
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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After finishing school and landing 
their first jobs, the furthest thing on 
many young professionals’ minds is re-
tirement. Although the day young work-
ers will cash their last paychecks and 
bid farewell to the workplace may be de-
cades down the road, it’s never too early 
to begin saving for retirement.

The sooner a person begins saving 
for retirement, the more time his or 
her money will have to grow. As more 
deposits are made and interest is com-
pounded, retirement investments can 
grow considerably. 

Ideally, workers should begin saving 

as soon as possible. Compounding inter-
est produces a better return for profes-
sionals who start saving when they are 
young than for those who delay their re-
tirement savings. Unfortunately, many 
of today’s new workers are not priori-
tizing retirement. According to a study 
from Hewitt Associates, just 31 percent 
of Generation Y employees (individuals 
born after 1978) who are able to deposit 
money into a 401(k) retirement plan ac-
tually do so. 

The easiest way to save for retire-
ment is to make the process entirely au-
tomatic. One can achieve this by sign-

ing up for an employer-sponsored 401(k) 
or another retirement plan. When open-
ing a 401(k), workers will have a pre-
determined portion of their earnings 
deducted from their paychecks and de-
posited into the retirement account. 
Such contributions are made prior to 
being taxed, adding even more incen-
tive to begin saving as soon as possible. 
Money deposited into a 401(k) will then 
be available for withdrawal when the 
employee reaches retirement age. If the 
employer has a matching program, even 
better, as that means the company will 
match employee contributions up to a 

certain percentage. 
A person may also want to establish 

an IRA (individual retirement account).  
IRAs, which are available as traditional
IRAs or Roth IRAs, are typically offered 
through financial establishments and 
provide tax-friendly ways to save for re-
tirement. There are differences between 
traditional IRAs and Roth IRAs, and 
these differences are related to taxes 
and may depend on when contributions
are made as well as when withdrawals 
are made. Speak with a financial plan-
ner to help you determine the IRA best 
suited to your personal needs.

Brooklyn Locations
���������	
������

169 Smith Street
2047 86th Street

1900 Ralph Avenue

DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 

apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.
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5 Year CD
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Su Futuro Empieza
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54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141
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had already been altered too much — 
and that Coney Island’s most histori-
cally signifi cant period was before the 
city built the Boardwalk in 1923.

Parks offi cials are in the midst of 
replacing much of walkway’s lumber 
with plastic planks and a concrete 
emergency-vehicle lane.

Landmarking could prevent the 
Boardwalk from becoming a sidewalk, 
according to a councilman who co-
sponsored the resolution.

“In addition to granting the Board-
walk the historical distinction that it 
has earned, designating it as a land-
mark will also prevent any further al-
tering of its nature,” said Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Brighton Beach).

A total 49 of 50 Council members 
have signed on to the resolution. Coun-
cil Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito 
did not do so as a matter of protocol, 
but she supports the effort, a spokes-
woman said.

Landmark supporters include Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries (D–Coney Island), 
Comptroller Scott Stringer, Borough 
President Adams, state Sen. Diane 

Savino (D–Coney Island), and Assem-
blywoman Pam Harris (D–Coney Is-
land).

The commission has designated six 
landmarks in Coney Island — starting 
with the Cyclone in 1988, followed by 
the Wonder Wheel, Parachute Jump, 
Shore Theater, and two Childs Restau-
rant buildings.

The landmarks commission  agreed 
last spring to reconsider the Board-
walk , but hasn’t issued a ruling.

Continued from cover

BOARDWALK

three years ago, the 48th District’s wa-
terfront communities continue to re-
main susceptible to signifi cant amounts 
of fl ooding,” said Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay). “My con-
stituents should not have to live in fear 
of high tide.”

Water from residents’ drains and 
streets’ catch basins ends up in the 
same city sewer pipes, and new devel-
opments such as a 28-story residential 
building going up on Voorhies Avenue 
and a 40-story tower coming to Neptune 
Avenue will fi ll sewers with more bath 
water and leave less room for rain — 
something the city should be planning 
for, Deutsch said.

“They should have an extensive 
water-retention basin for all of these 

buildings, so all the storm water 
should be held there before it’s let out 
into the main sewer system,” he said.

A city offi cial agreed Southern 
Brooklyn’s sewers can’t handle big 
storms, because it was sea-level rise 
and not rainfall that fl ooded Sheep-
shead Bay and Manhattan Beach.

“The [Department of Environmental 
Protection] drainage system — catch ba-
sins and sewers — handles storm water,” 
said mayoral spokeswoman Amy Spital-
nick. “They are not meant to handle the 
amount of water coming in from coastal 
fl ooding and storm surge.”

Offi cials have set aside $20 billion 
for tidal safeguards citywide, she said. 
So far, the city has dumped sand on 
beaches and bulkheads in an attempt 
to keep back the water, Spitalnik said.

“These combined measures miti-
gated some of the fl ood impacts this 
week,” she said.

Continued from cover

FLOOD

A CONCRETE SOLUTION: Pols want to land-
mark the Boardwalk to prevent the Parks De-
partment from replacing the promenade’s 
wooden planks with a concrete sidewalk. 
 File photo by Elizabeth Graham

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
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SWAMPED: Motorists kicked up massive wakes driving across Shore Boulevard on Tuesday 
morning, after a high tide fl ooded the Manhattan Beach roadway. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

ATTENTION :

Cardiologists, Radiologists & Vascular Surgeons
OBL / Vascular Lab Set-up

We offer our services 
in offi ce based lab formation 
and design. 
For arterial & venous 
procedures, etc. 
C-Arm use and Room 
Specifi c Supplies.

Lecture, Teaching & 
Consulting Seminars
Maintenance & 
Cost Reduction Strategies Etc.

selradconsulting@gmail.com 917.796.2860

SELRAD
Consulting

LLC.
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“No parent should ever have to bury their child. But on October 14, 2014, our 
son Greg, only 35, lost his battle with cancer. Courageous throughout his entire 
life, with a love for adventure and travel, it was heartbreaking to see him suffer. 
But thanks to you and your expert staff, you relieved Greg’s physical pain, and 
the emotional pain of our entire family, as well. For Greg’s final week, our family 
alternated our overnight stays, so we would always be with him. In fact, his 
hospital room became a sacred place for us, filled with peace and serenity. Your 
combination of professional expertise and compassion was remarkable. We have 
never seen such genuine care and concern. Believe us, we know. I’m a physical 
therapist, and my wife is a registered nurse. Greg lived out his final days with 
dignity and peace, in a place like no other. Thank you Calvary Hospital.”

Sincerely,
Michael & Rosemary Salamone

1740 Eastchester Road, Bronx NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Brooklyn Satellite at Lutheran Medical Center • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)  

The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in Manhattan 
(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances)

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

“During his last days, only Calvary Hospital was able  
to relieve our son Greg’s cancer pain with peace and dignity.”

BY DENNIS LYNCH
A quick-thinking Sea Gate po-
lice offi cer saved a 5-month-
old’s life when the infant had 
an allergic reaction to baby 
formula.

A grateful father said the 
offi cer who saved his daugh-
ter’s life two weeks ago is far 
more than a hero now.

“I told him ‘You are family 
now,’ ” Victor Tatarkin said.

Sgt. Fred Manney walked 
into a harrowing situation 
when he responded to a call 
of a 5-month-old having dif-
fi culty breathing at 9:44 am 
on Jan. 25, he said. The child 
was completely unresponsive 
when Manney arrived, and 
that’s when the former correc-
tions offi cer’s years of train-
ing kicked in, he said.

“You just know what to 
do,” said Manney. “I’ve never 
had to work on anyone this 
young, but you’re trained so 

many times that all the train-
ing falls into place and you get 
positive results.”

An initial attempt to resus-
citate the youth failed, so Man-
ney called an ambulance, put 
an ice pack under the baby’s 
back, and started cardiopul-
monary resuscitation again 
— a method he said he learned 
during time in the Army — ac-
cording to a police report.

“The ice pack will stimu-
late the system,” Manney said. 
“It’s not normal, so the hope is 
it will shock the person into 
breathing — and it worked.”

But they were not out of the 
woods yet — Manney radioed 
the rest of Sea Gate’s on-duty 
offi cers to keep Neptune Av-
enue clear for the responding 
ambulance.

Two cops kept the stairs 
clear and grabbed all of the 
food and medication the baby 
took in the last day so doc-

tors could test for allergens, 
he said. The baby arrived at 
the hospital without incident 
and Manney attributes that to 
the Sea Gate force’s teamwork 
more than his own heroism, 
he said.

“Each of the fi ve offi cers 

on duty that day outdid them-
selves — the teamwork was 
so crisp and coordinated,” he 
said. “This chief has pushed 
training, training, training, 
and it all paid off that day.”

The Sea Gate Police De-
partment — a private, New 

York Police Department-sanc-
tioned force of state peace offi -
cers — will honor Manney and 
offi cers Nick Shwartz, Tommy 
Shulz, Vincent Giadiello, Joe 
Pascone Jr., and cadet Elijah 
Santos  at a ceremony on Feb. 
15.

Hero cop saves choking tot who 
had allergic reaction to formula

PROUD FATHER: Victor Tatarkin, right, called Sgt. Fred Manney “family” after the Sea Gate police offi cer saved 
his daughter Mikaela’s life when she had an allergic reaction on Jan. 25. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Oh baby!
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FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT

  MADE IN THE USA

BEST PRICE IN BROOKLYN 

MAGIC SLEEK 
the next generation in hair  
straightening - Formaldehyde FREE

ONLY $125

LASIO KERATIN TROPIC 

Only $100

COCO’S BRAZILIAN KERATIN

Only $100

COPPOLA KERATIN TREATMENT

Only $100

INOVA PROFESSIONAL PURE KERATIN 

Only $100

ANTI FRIZZ TREATMENT BY YOKO 

a new generation - safe, gentle & natural 

Only $100

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING BY YOKO

Only $175

* $25 Mandatory Gratuity * Specials Cannot Be Combined with any other offer. 

GREAT SERVICE - LOW COST - CALL NOW!

OFFERING ALL HAIR 
STRAIGHTENING SYSTEMS

ANY LENGTH HAIR
reduces frizz & curl 

blocks effects of humidity

makes hair smoother & shinier

cuts down on blow-dry time

BENSIMON
OPEN SUNDAY–FRIDAY
468 Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY 11223
718.998.3099
www.bensimonspa.com

ON OUR SPECIAL OFFERS

FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT

Gift Certificates Available
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TEA TIME: (Left) Nick Mele accompanies granddaughter Lea at St. Anselm 
Catholic Academy’s Junior and Senior Tea. (Center) Adelina Stagnitta and 
fi rst-grader Lina attend the tea. (above) Jenny Frka had a great time ac-
companying 4-year-old Alexandria Sullenger because her grandparents 
couldn’t make it. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Steeped in tradition
BY ANNA RUTH RAMOS

Talk about a par-tea!
Kids and grandparents 

bonded over tea and crum-
pets at St. Anselm Catholic 
Academy’s Junior-Senior Tea 
on Feb. 4. The tykes had a ball 
hanging out with their elders, 
and a few adopted new grand-
parents along the way, one 
partier said.

“The tea party was great — 

the kids enjoyed it,” said Jenny 
Frka, who accompanied 4-year-
old Alexendria Sullenger be-
cause the youngster’s grand-
parents couldn’t make it. “They 
needed grandparents — of 
course not every grandparent 
was able to make it. Most of the 
kids in the class whose grand-
parents could not come, they 
made cards for me.”

The Bay Ridge parochial 

school hosted the shindig as 
part of Catholic Schools Week, 
which kicked off on Jan. 31.

One student particularly 
enjoyed performing a song for 
her forbearers, a parent said.

“Lina’s favorite part, of 
course, was when her grand-
mother showed up and then the 
singing — when they sang the 
song for their grandparents,” 
said mom Maria Stagnitta.

Pupils, grandparents share tea at St. Anselm

For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

1 New money only. APY effective January 19, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees 
and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. 
Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Flushing Bank 
is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

60-Month CD

1.80%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

24-Month CD

1.30%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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Romance Is Served

ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue
See our menu at:
www.AtlasSteak.com

Hours
Monday–Wednesday, 5–10:30pm
Thursday–Sunday, 4–11:30pm

Brunch  
Hours 

Coming  
Soon

Saxophone Night 
Fridays
live music starts 7pm

LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

B8
Transportation

Gift Certificates  
Now  Available

Q B
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 

better. And choosing the venue for your 

special occasions gets easier and easier, 

thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 
(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 

718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 

having the total attention and expertise of the staff 

focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 

discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 

hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 

ballroom, management recently spared no expense 

when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-

by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 

now done up with marble and granite accents for a 

look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 

the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-

est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 

a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 

and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 

yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one 

time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 

two or three or even more affairs. When you book 

Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 

person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 

assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 

the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-

ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 

directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 

Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-

ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 

their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-

mendations and on the special days yet to come 

in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 

will do everything in their power to be certain that 

the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-

ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 

staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 

success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-

timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 

to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 

central chandelier that will take your breath away. 

It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 

up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 

accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 

expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 

large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 

up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 

world of environments, which also includes an in-

timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 

water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 

wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 

can. And they proved that when they totally reno-

vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 

this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 

or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-

tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 

a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 

full-time professionals who know their business; 

not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 

world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-

books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 

added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 

Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 

on the premises to assure the highest in quality 

control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-

lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 

Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 

available during the weekdays for all types of social 

meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 

Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Welcome to Brooklyn!

Visitors to the coolest borough can 
shop, dine, sight-see, and enjoy the best 
of Kings County with less headaches 
and more glee, thanks to an upgraded 
tourist offi ce opening in mid-March.

A revamped Brooklyn Tourism Vis-
itors Center and Gift Shop, an interac-
tive information hub inside Borough 
Hall, will lead travelers virtually by 
the hand to their destinations of choice, 
whether they want to catch a Cyclones’ 
game in the People’s Playground, attend 
a concert at Barclays Center, or admire 
the Manhattan skyline from Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. The joint venture between 
Borough Hall, the Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce, and One Brooklyn Fund 
will work to ensure travelers this side 
of the East River enjoy their stay.

The facility, fi rst opened by former 
Borough President Marty Markow-
itz in 2004, has been modernized with 
iPad stations connecting users to a gift 
shop promoting borough-made prod-
ucts as well to the website, Explore 
Brooklyn, whose physical home at the 
guidepost will help to generate and 
share content on dining, lodging, rec-
reation, and shopping. Chamber mem-
bers will stock the center with Brook-
lyn-made products to help promote 
local artisans and small businesses.

An estimated 15 million people 
fl ocked to Brooklyn in 2014, making it a 

haven for tourists and a lucrative trade-
mark for dwellers, said its chief booster.

“The popularity of our brand must 
translate into prosperity for all Brook-
lynites, and tourism is a vehicle to 
achieve that mission,” said Borough 
President Adams. “Tourists want a 
memorable experience when they 
travel, and our new and improved 
center will set the stage for a day trip, 
weekend getaway, or longer excursion 
that excites their senses and expands 
their horizons.”

Boro Hall visitor center gets a high-tech makeover

WELCOME TO BROOKLYN: The upgraded 
visitor center will help tourists access 
neighborhood attractions and patronize lo-
cal businesses. Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce

Next stop, Brooklyn! 

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

1 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is 
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responsible for typographical errors.
©2016 New York Community Bank

Tap into savings!

NYCB Liquid CD

Get this great rate when you enroll in  
NYCB Elite, link your NYCB Liquid CD to  
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�����3�NYCB Elite Gold Checking 
account and maintain $100,000 or more  
in combined balances1.
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•  $2,500 minimum to open and earn interest.

0.80APY1

%
7-MONTH CD

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

BY COLIN MIXSON
An 85-year-old East Flatbush man 
died after a 25-year-old plowed his 
car into the man on Feb. 6.

The driver was heading towards 
Brownsville along a Linden Bou-
levard service road near E. 95th 
Street shortly after 10 pm when he 
smashed into Joseph Hippole as the 
oldster attempted to cross the street, 
police said.

The victim clung to life when 
paramedics arrived at the scene, 

but he ultimately succumbed to his 
injuries shortly after arriving at 
Brookdale Hospital, according to po-
lice.

Two family members broke into 
tears when police asked them to 
identify the victim’s clothing, which 
was strewn over the street.

The driver remained at the scene, 
and police have not charged him 
with any crime, cops said.

The investigation is ongoing, law 
enforcement sources said.

Senior pedestrian struck down

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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We make math
make sense.
At Mathnasium, we believe that every child has the
ability to be successful in math—it�s a matter of teaching
the way that makes sense to them. When math makes
sense, kids excel—whether they�re far behind or eager
to get ahead.

Bay Ridge
7409 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11209

(347) 443-9728
www.mathnasium.com/bayridge

Call us today
for your comprehensive 

Math Assessment!

Children are ener-
getic learners, try-
ing to make sense of 

the world around them. 
One of the most impor-
tant activities to help a 
child stretch his mind, 
especially in the early 
years, is reading. From 
birth to age 5, develop-
ment in all areas of the 
brain is rapid, so it is es-
pecially important dur-
ing this time that par-
ents make an intentional 
effort to integrate read-
ing into a child’s daily 
routine. This practice 
helps mold your child 
into an active reader and 
establishes the founda-
tional literacy skills he 
needs for future success 
in school and life.

“The fi rst fi ve years 
of life offer a critical win-
dow for brain develop-

ment and learning,” said 
Anne-Marie Fitzger-
ald, executive Director 
of Reach Out and Read, 
a national nonprofi t 
whose pediatricians pro-
mote early literacy and 
school readiness to 4 
million children nation-
wide. “By reading aloud 
and talking to their chil-
dren from birth, parents 
can play a key role in 
helping their little ones 
develop essential foun-
dational language skills 
and eventually, arrive 
at kindergarten ready 
to read, learn and suc-
ceed. Learning does not 
begin on the fi rst day of 
school, it begins in the 
home with engaged par-
ents who take the time to 
share stories, words and 
a love of reading with 
their children.”

The economic 
impact of literacy

While picking up 
a book and reading to 
your child may seem 
like a simple act, many 
children miss this ben-
efi t. A 3-year-old child’s 
vocabulary should 
span about 600 words 
with 80 percent intel-
ligibility. This means 
that a person who has 
not previously heard 
this child speak can un-
derstand eight out of 10 
words. Providing chil-
dren with a solid foun-
dation in literacy skills 
not only equips them 
to thrive in the 21st 
century, it also affects 
our country’s ability to 
compete in the global 
workplace.

“The future of our 
children and our coun-

try depend on coordi-
nated community efforts 
to prepare all students in 
the U.S. to excel in a dy-
namic, global society,” 
says Jo Kirchner, presi-

dent and CEO of Prim-
rose Schools, a group of 
more than 270 private 
preschools across the 
country. “Together we 
have a responsibility to 

step up to the challenge 
by pooling our knowl-
edge, time, expertise and 
ideas to improve early 
literacy and education 
outcomes.”

Help children learn 
how to love reading

Get children reading early and they will develop a lifelong love of books. 

FOCUS ON EDUCATIONFOCUS ON EDUCATION
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Congratulations to the 
members of the Fontbonne 
Hall Academy speech team 
for their accomplishments at 
the Stanford University Invi-
tational Tournament in Jan-
uary.  Over 200 schools and 
2,000 students from around 
the country competed in the 
tournament, and Fontbonne 
placed 9th overall.

Jillian Corozzo won the 
category of Dramatic Inter-
pretation making her a Stan-
ford Champion. She received 
a half scholarship to the 
Stanford National Speech 
and Debate Institute for her 
victory. 

Gabrielle Buenerd was a 
semi-finalist in Oratorical 
Interpretation. Jade Gallo 
and Emily LoCascio placed 
5th in Duo Interpretation. 
Mikayla Delorenzo and Ga-

brielle Buenerd placed 9th in 
Duo Interpretation.

John Herron is the faculty 
moderator of the team.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Fontbonne excels at Stanford 
speech tournament

Help your kids avoid 
catching a cold at school
From pencils and paper to snacks 

and show-and-tell treasures, chil-
dren share virtually everything 

at school. 
While parents agree sharing is a 

good skill for kids to learn, it is cer-
tainly not the case when it comes to 
germs, particularly during cold and 
fl u season. Germs are lurking every-
where and are simply unavoidable. 
And where there are germs, there can 
often be sickness. That dreaded fi rst 
cough, sneeze and sniffl e surely brings 
about anything but joy in the home.

“Every parent has experienced 
those ‘ew’ moments where kids are 
kids and regardless of what we do 
to keep them healthy, sick strikes,” 
says Dr. Nina Shapiro, leading pedi-
atric doctor and mom of two. “I can 
certainly speak fi rsthand on those 
cringe-worthy moments where the 
ew is simply unavoidable and the best 
way to battle it is by being prepared 
to get kids back on their feet — so you 
can get a little rest too.”

Here are Shapiro’s top tips for keep-
ing kids and families healthy during 
cough, cold and fl u season.

Sing the joys of washing 
hands well

Washing hands well is one of the 
most effective ways to prevent the 
spread of illness, according to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Kids should regularly 
wash hands at home and at school. 
Make scrub time fun by singing 
while washing - the goal is to wash 
for 20 seconds, or about the amount 
of time it takes to sing “Twinkle 
Twinkle Little Star” once or “Happy 
Birthday” twice.

Wrangle those hands and 
avoid the nose and mouth

Children have busy hands and 
those tiny fi ngers often end up in ew-
fi lled places. It’s important to regu-
larly remind kids to kids to keep their 
hands out of their nose and mouth 
to help prevent the spread of germs. 
Seven in 10 school nurses cite unsani-
tary habits among children like nose 
picking or not washing their hands 
as the top cause for germs spreading 
among kids at school, according to the 
recent SchoolNurse.com 

FOCUS ON EDUCATIONFOCUS ON EDUCATION

WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU
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The start of the spring se-
mester in the classroom 
is a great time for teach-

ers to refresh the room so all 
learning goals can be accom-
plished before the end of the 
year. Sometimes a refresh 
involves disinfecting every-
thing to help students stay 
healthy. Perhaps this year’s 
refresh even involves incor-
porating some new decor and 
bright colors. 

This semester, help your 
students stay energized all 
spring long, right up until 
the fi nal bell rings for sum-
mer break:

Give the classroom 

new decorations to cele-

brate the upcoming spring 

events. The calendar is full 
of great educational mo-
ments during the winter and 
spring months. From St. Pat-
rick’s Day in March to Me-
morial Day in May, you can 
decorate the walls in your 

classroom with educational 
materials to help students 
look forward to each celebra-
tion.

Melissa Taylor of the blog 
Imagination Soup recom-
mends you ask parents to 
help you out by bringing in 
old magazine articles cel-
ebrating the different hol-
idays. You can fi nd great 
quotes and photos inside to 
pin on bulletin boards, help-
ing students understand 
each holiday’s importance.

Another idea includes 
posting colorful posters with 
fun facts about each of the 
holidays or events. These 
teaching decorations will be 
a hit with the students and 
aid you in presenting the im-
portance of events.

Ask students for deco-

rating help. Assign them 
educational projects related 
to the time of the year. For 
example, set up a reading 

corner of the room and have 
each student create and dec-
orate a fl ower to turn the cor-
ner into a cozy garden space. 
Your crayons and colored 
pencils are probably well-
used from the fall semester, 
so use a reward program to 
refresh your stock. With scis-
sors, glue sticks and Scotch 
tape all restocked, your stu-
dents won’t have any road-
blocks to keep them from 
expressing their creativity 
with the classroom work you 
assign.

Add some cozy factors in 

the classroom to brighten 

the last few months of 

winter. Taylor recommends 
bringing in rugs, pillows 
and lamps for extra warmth 
to help energize the students 
and make the room feel 
warm and friendly.

Be sure to restock all 

your supplies. Make sure 
to include instant hand sani-

tizer and disinfecting wipes. 
Between the winter weather, 
childhood illnesses and glit-
ter that is so prevalent dur-
ing the holiday season, your 
classroom may need help get-
ting rid of the germs. 

Both help you quickly at-
tack germs and help your stu-
dents stay healthy through-
out the year. Make it fun for 
your students with games, 
like singing the song, “Row, 
Row, Row Your Boat,” while 
washing hands with soap 

and water, or challenging 
your students to see who can 
clean their desktop the fast-
est using a wipe.

There are only a few short 
months of school left, which 
means you have limited time 
to help students learn every-
thing they need to so they 
can advance to the next level. 
If energy is falling in the 
new calendar year, do what 
you can with classroom sup-
plies and decorations to re-
vive students.

Spring cleaning can help 
school classrooms, too

Now is a good time to refresh learning spaces at home and school. 

FOCUS ON EDUCATIONFOCUS ON EDUCATION

An International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Candidate School

2016-2017
Applications are now available at www.culturalartsacademy.org

DEADLINE: April 1, 2016

MISSION
Cultural Arts Academy Charter 

School’s mission is to provide a college 
preparatory education with exemplary 

cultural arts proficiency to young 
leaders who will profoundly impact the 

human condition.

We encourage applications for 
English Language Learners (ELL) 

and children needing Special 
Education services

“Where Leaders Grow Up.”

718-683-3300

1400 Linden Blvd. Brooklyn, NY 11212
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As someone who special-
izes in the treatment and care 
of little people’s teeth, parents 
often ask me how important it 
is to take children to a pediat-
ric dentist. In fact, many don’t 
realize that this is an option in 
the first place. 

Yes, there are options! There 
are dentists, like me, who spe-
cialize in the unique needs of 
infants, children, and young 
teens’ teeth. Alternatively, 
there are family dentists who 
are qualified to care for pa-
tients of all ages. 

Naturally, I believe that pe-
diatric dentists are the way to 
go when parents have the op-
tion, and here are my reasons:

Think 6 plus 6! Generally 
speaking, a baby’s first teeth 
will begin to break through at 
6 months; those teeth will stay 
put until about age 6, when 
they begin to fall out and be 
replaced by permanent, adult 
teeth. Although children lose 

their first set of teeth, poor 
oral care in those early years 
can lead to issues and disease 
that lasts throughout life. 

A pediatric dentist special-
izes in instructing families 
on how to care for teeth before 
there are even teeth! 

Parents often think of trou-
blesome sicknesses such as 
asthma and allergies; how-
ever, dental problems such as 
early childhood caries (an in-

fectious disease also known 
as baby bottle tooth decay or 
bottle rot) are five times as 
common.

Pediatric dentists have a lot 
to learn! Unlike general den-
tists, pediatric dentists are re-
quired to complete up to three 
additional years of specialty 
training in the unique needs 

of children’s teeth. 
Some of the topics we study 

that are unique to working 
with children include behav-
ior management, pediatric 
pharmacology, interceptive 
orthodontics, speech, minor 
oral surgery, sedation, trau-
matic injuries, dental care for 
children with developmental 
disabilities, and more. 

Since the dental journey in-
cludes growing a first set, los-
ing them, and then growing an 
adult set, there’s a lot to keep 
up with during each stage. 

We specialize in helping 
families make it a healthy jour-
ney from the start. We also of-
fer key advice on maintenance 
through those critical candy-
and-sweets-eating years.

Parents know that taking 
care of children — especially 
health exams like regular den-
tist visits — can be stressful at 
times. Pediatric dentists are 
great at knowing how to make 
visits as painless and pleas-

ant as possible. Our offices 
are full of color, activities, 
and warmth that can make 
kids’ experiences fun and ed-
ucational, too. Dentists often 
recommend dental appliances 
and corrective treatments 
during the childhood and ado-
lescent years. 

We also have the most up-
to-date knowledge about treat-
ment options and advance-
ments in the field for children. 
And in the end, children and 
teens are all about the “cool 
factor” with a pediatric den-
tist, our finger is on the pulse 
of colorful and engaging tools 
and appliances that will keep 
them interested in their own 
dental health.

We all want the best for 
children. When it comes to 
keeping their mouths, teeth, 
and gums healthy for the long 
haul, a pediatric dentist just 
makes sense!

Dr. Francis can be found at 
Park Slope Kids Dental Care 
[150 Fourth Ave. between Doug-
las and Butler streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 488–0200].

Hear it Mondays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Monday at 4pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Monday 
at 4 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
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Fidelis Care offers full coverage
for preventive and routine
dental care for kids.

��������������	
 ������ ��������������
1-888-FIDELIS � fideliscare.org

To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and Medicaid through NY State
of Health, the Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.
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MIDWOOD 

Welcome and bienvenue to the 
newest branch of Investors Bank. 
The lending institution opened to big 
hoopla with sweepstakes drawings 
and mega prizes including a big-screen 

TV, Apple watches, Kindle Fire tab-
lets, and $1000 Visa gift card. Sheesh! 
I remember when opening an account 
got you a toaster. 

The bank forged ahead in the neigh-
borhood and formed relationships with 
non-profi ts including Council of Jew-

ish Organizations, Masbia Soup 

Kitchen, and My Extended Family. 
Each time a customer opens up an ac-
count at the Avenue J branch, the bank 
donates $25 to one of the non-profi ts.

Manager Steven Shnitman, per-
sonal banker Marc Lighter, customer 
service associate Jean Mouscardy, 
and Quentin Road manager Michael 

Blinder were all on hand to congratu-
late grand-prize winner Jason App on 
his brand-new, big-screen television.

Standing O says “Congratulations 
on the win — and welcome to the 
neighborhood.”

Investors Bank [1201 Avenue J and 
E. 12th Street in Midwood, (718) 377–
0385].

SUNSET PARK 

Reading is fun!
Three cheers to Assemblywoman 

Nicole Malliotakis (R–Bay Ridge), 
who shared her love of reading with 

kindergarten students at the Hellenic 

Classical Charter School.
“I love to read, so I was thrilled to 

have the opportunity to spend time 
with these kindergartners and read 
this book about the election process,” 
she said.

During her visit, she read “Grace 
for President,” which tells the story 
of a little girl who dreams of being the 
fi rst woman president. “They were 
genuinely excited, and I hope my visit 
helps encourage new readers to ex-
plore a variety of books on their own,” 
Malliotakis said.

Standing O shares the love of a good 
book with the reading Republican rep-
resentative, too.

Hellenic Classical Charter School 
[646 Fifth Ave. and 19th Street in Sun-
set Park, (718) 499–0957].

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Fighting poverty
Three cheers to Assemblyman Ste-

ven Cymbrowitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) on his appointment to the state’s 

new Anti-Poverty Work Group by 
Speaker Carl Heastie. He joins with 
13 other members to examine the dras-
tic increase of New Yorkers living in 
poverty and how best to combat the 
scourge. Factors to be discussed in-
clude education, supportive housing, 
fair labor practices, job training, and 
shelters and rental assistance.

Assemblyman Cymbrowitz is the 
chairman of the Aging Committee 
and has spoken out on this alarming 
trend.

“According to the 2013 American 
Community Survey conducted by the 
United States Census Bureau, approxi-
mately one in 10 New Yorkers aged 65 
and over are currently living in pov-
erty,” he explained. “Older adults are 
living longer due to better health and 
medical advances, but their quality of 
life can suffer when they need to make 
diffi cult sacrifi ces with severely lim-
ited resources. It is imperative that we 
do more to ensure that seniors’ later 
years are truly golden ones. I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to 
improve efforts to prevent poverty.”

Assemblyman Cymbrowitz’ district 
offi ce [1800 Sheepshead Bay Rd. be-
tween Emmons Avenue and Bay Court, 
(718) 743-4078].

WINDSOR TERRACE

Mmm mmm good
“Nothing hits the spot on a cold 

winter’s day like a bowl of piping hot, 
hearty soup,” says Chef Chris Scott 
and wife Eugenie Woo, the owners 
of Brooklyn Commune in Windsor 
Terrace. 

The charitable culinarians will 
donate a can of soup to the food pan-
try Beyond Hunger Food Pantry 
(operated by CAMBA) for every bowl 
of soup they sell between now and 
March 20.

What are you waiting for, the soup 
to get cold? Get slurping.

Brooklyn Commune [601 Green-
wood Ave. at Prospect Avenue in Wind-
sor Terrace, (718) 686–1044, www.
brooklyncommune.com]

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS

Thank you Stop and Shop!

The super grocery emporium 
at 1009 Flatbush Ave. in Prospect 
Park South donated $10,000 to the 
Prospect Park’s LeFrak Center 

at Lakeside last month to bene-
fi t its Recreational Hockey Pro-

gram. The program teaches ap-
proximately 150 Brooklyn children 
ages 5 to 17 the fundamentals of the 
sport. 

“Youth sports are vital to keep-

ing today’s youngsters active and 
healthy,” explained Stop and Shop 
manager TJ McLeod, who pre-
sented Shanley Pascal, Recreation 
Manager at Lakeside, with the gen-
erous grant, as members of the team 
looked on.

Standing O gives Stop and Shop a 
great big 10, along with a big, yellow 
“O” for its generosity. 

LeFrak Center at Lakeside [171 
East Dr. in Prospect Park, in Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens, (718) 462–
0010].

BAY RIDGE 

Budding Aristotle!
Forget those Venn diagrams, 

no need for a calculator! 
St. Anselm Academy’s fi fth 

grader James Schmidt wowed 
the crowd and ciphered faster 
than an abacus to win the math 
bee challenge, as part of Catholic 
School’s Week. 

Teacher Janet Batista or-
ganized the bee that had third, 
fourth, and fi fth graders vying to 
be named ace arithmetician.

James easily waded through 
those complex polynomials, 
searched for X and found Y, and 
broke through the wall of the 
10th power to be crowned math 
bee wizard. James will now go on 
to represent the school in the re-
gional event that will take place 
later in the year. 

Principal James McKeon, 
director John Quaglione, par-
ents, family, and fellow students 
were all on hand to cheer James 
on, and give him high-fi ves on the 
victory. 

James can now add a Super 
Standing O to his credits. 

St. Anselm Catholic Academy 
[365 83rd St. at Fourth Avenue in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 745–7643].

GOAL!: Stop & Shop manager TJ McLeod, left, presents a $10,000 check to LeFrak 
Center at Lakeside rink manager Shanley Pascal, right, at the rink with members of 
the Youth Recreational Hockey program. 

A whole lotta ice from Stop & Shop

Grand opening equals big deposits 
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
This store combines two things with 
bounce under one roof.

A new Bushwick emporium is 
hawking sexy underwear for curvy 
ladies alongside trendy sneakers — a 
combination the store owner says just 
makes sense.

“Sneakers are sexy, sporty, and 
a little bit edgy,” said Laura Henny, 
founder of the Rack Shack, which will 
celebrate its new Central Avenue store-
front at a boozy Feb. 12 bash. “I love to 
wear sneakers with garters and high-
thigh pantyhose.”

Henny — a self-proclaimed linge-
rie and running-shoe enthusiast — de-
cided to create the store after moving 
to the Borough of Kings from her na-
tive Amsterdam four years ago, only to 
fi nd there was a drought of foxy under-
garments for women above a certain 
cup size. 

She was shocked that mainstream 
lingerie outlets in such a diverse city 
only sold bland, neutral-colored bras 
in her size, banishing her to browse 
fun and fl irty items from online bou-
tiques where she was unable to get 
properly fi tted.

“I thought, ‘In New York you must 
have so many different women in dif-
ferent sizes, you must have all the 
choices in the world,’ ” she said. “Then 
I came here and that’s actually not the 
case.”

Henny left her day job as manager 
of popular neighborhood eatery Bush-

wick’s Living Room to pursue her 
dream of helping women of every cup 
size feel both comfortable and sexy. 
And while she was at it, she decided 
to include her passion for sporty foot-
wear in the mix.

She eventually hopes to amass 
enough stock so that she can coordi-
nate the sneakers with the underwear.

“I would love to make a lookbook 
of girls from the neighborhood, real 
women wearing the lingerie paired 
with the sneakers,” said Henny. “That 
is still a project that I’m working on.”

The Rack Shack’s offi cial opening 
celebration [155 Central Ave. between 
Willoughby Avenue and Suydam 
Street, (347) 915–0248, www.therack-
shackbk.com]. Feb. 12, 4–9 pm. 

SHACKING UP: The Rack Shack on Central 
Avenue is Bushwick’s one-stop-shop for 
lacey undergarments and sporty footwear.
 Photo by Jason Speakman

ONE-STOP SHOPPING: Laura Henny created the Rack Shack to sell both sexy underwear 
and sneakers. Photo by Jason Speakman

Finally! Bushwick 
store sells lingerie 
… and sneakers

REPRESENT 
BROOKLYN!
Call 800-4NBA-TIX or  
visit brooklynnets.com 
to purchase your  
tickets to the next 
Brooklyn Nets game! 

BROOKLYN NE TS 
FAN OF THE WEEK

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Chris Deacon, 
Sunset Park

“I was born in Sunset Park. I loved Joe 
Johnson; great player.”
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/12/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#3640

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995

‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995 $10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995 $14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

NEVER GET STUCK IN THE SNOW AGAIN! MAJOR WORLD

UNPRECE

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details.  Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/12/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

14k miles, Stk#15152

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$33,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$28,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

D SUV CENTER! OVER 700 SUV’S IN OUR INVENTORY!

EDENTED

D AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§
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To the editor,
For far too long the people and 

the treasures of the Coney Island 
peninsula have been undervalued, 
and have thus been left unprotected. 
The iconic Coney Island Boardwalk 
has been the unfortunate recipient 
of just such treatment. This, in spite 
of the fact that by virtue of its scenic 
and historic status, its worldwide 
fame, and its importance and mean-
ing to both its local communities as 
well as to all New Yorkers, it is de 
facto already a treasured New York 
City landmark. That the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission should 
long ago have accorded the Board-
walk the legal landmark status that 
it so richly deserves seems obvious  
(“On Board! Council wants Board-
walk landmarked,” online Feb. 8). 

That is the powerful message be-
ing sent by the virtually unanimous 
support of the City Council, Public 
Advocate Letitia James, and other 
estimable public offi cials, of the res-
olution introduced by Councilman 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney Island) and 
co-sponsored by Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Brighton Beach), im-
ploring the commission to do what 
is right by this landmark, and grant 
it the offi cial recognition and protec-
tions it deserves. 

We are hopeful that with the over-
whelming support for landmark sta-
tus from both the people and their 
elected representatives, and espe-
cially because by every defi nition of 
what a landmark is it is so deserving 
of this appellation, they will fi nally 
do what is right for this New York 
City jewel and for all the citizens of 
our city. Rob Burstein

The author is president of the 
Coney-Brighton Boardwalk Alliance.

• • •
To the editor,

I have lived in the Brighton Beach 
community my entire life.  I have 
spent many hours on the Riegelmann 
Boardwalk, which runs through my 
community and Coney Island. 

Those hours have given me great 
pleasure and moments of relaxation, 
as it has to visitors from outside the 
community. This facility has become 
an icon for many. I thus support all 
efforts to landmark the facility to 

preserve it for future generations.
William Zucker

Brighton Beach

• • •
To the editor,

The Riegelmann Boardwalk of 
Brighton Beach and Coney Island is 
a historic icon, a popular tourist at-
traction, and a destination for count-
less New Yorkers, year-round, and 
especially in the summer. Replacing 
the wood with concrete and plastic is 
a travesty. The plastic does not feel 
comfortable underfoot and is slip-
pery when wet. The concrete sections 
are unsightly, already cracking, and 
fared much worse than the wood dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy. 

I urge the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission to grant the Board-
walk scenic landmark status, to pre-
serve the beauty and functionality of 
this New York treasure.   Rena Rice

Brighton Beach

• • •
To the editor,

Three cheers for our public offi -
cials who have come out in support 
of the resolution introduced by Coun-
cilmen Mark Treyger (D–Coney Is-
land) and Chaim Deutsch (D–Brigh-
ton Beach), urging the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission to fi nally 
give the Coney Island Boardwalk the 
landmark status it long ago should 
have had! 

It’s unbelievable that in our city 
where other far less important enti-
ties were granted this status, that 
such a historically important and 
useful scenic entity as this is even 
being discussed or debated by those 
serving on commission. One has to 
wonder if the commission’s initial 
knee-jerk rejection, and now long-de-
layed reconsideration, has more to do 
with pressure coming from City Hall 
on the supposedly objective members 
that make up this body, than it does 
to any intensive thought process be-
ing required of them to determine 
that the Boardwalk does indeed meet 
the defi nition of a true landmark, and 
is thus eminently deserving of being 
accorded that status by them. 

It will be interesting to see if they 
are more interested in preserving 
true city landmarks or their own po-
sitions! Cindy Chalet

Brighton Beach

• • •
To the editor, 

I was very pleased to see that our 
local leaders are fi ghting to protect 
our Boardwalk. As a result we now 
have three of our four local represen-

tatives working together in our com-
munity’s interests to preserve and 
protect this borough asset. This leaves 
only Assemblyman Steven Cymbrow-
itz (D-Sheepshead Bay) in the unique 
position of not only not supporting the 
landmarking effort, which would pro-
tect the Boardwalk from further di-
minishment, but as the person who 
because of his own political self in-
terest, double-crossed the community 
by going back on his word to defund 
the Parks Department’s Boardwalk 
plan. He has put his energies and state 
funds toward backing a plan that most 
of us don’t want, and one that is ruin-
ing our Boardwalk.

If any entity in our city and our 
community is deserving of landmark 
status, our Coney Island Boardwalk 
surely is. If Assemblyman Cymbrow-
itz won’t actively support landmark-
ing and protecting it, the least he 
can do — if he has any shred of de-
cency left — is to not get in the way of 
those who are working so hard to do 
what most in our community want, 
namely, to preserve and enhance a 
wood Coney Island Boardwalk free 
of concrete and plastic!

William Burg

Coney Island

‘Filthy’ Shav
To the editor,

Once again Shavana Abruzzo (“A 
Britisher’s View”) is trumpeted for 
verbally attacking Muslims and en-
couraging violence against Ameri-
can citizens of Arab descent (“Bay 
Ridge sob mob dishonors MLK,”  
Jan. 29).

Racism is a disease that kills the 
mind, the body, and soul. Shavana 
Abruzzo is a foul-mouthed racist 
who is morally and ethically bank-
rupt. Her hate for Muslims, whether 
they are young, men, or women, good 
or bad, shows in her fi lthy writing. 
Usually I do not engage in such stu-
pid bantering, but Ms. Abruzzo has 
to be answered in a language that 
fi ts her defecating mouth. There is 
no medicine for this illness, the only 
cure for her sick mind is to ignore 
her fi lth. Promise not to read her col-
umn again!

This community paper that we 
read and enjoy every week is en-
couraging violence and verbal abuse 
against your neighbor and your fel-
low citizens by allowing her to spew 
her venom. Muslims are accused of 
every ill deed, whether they are in-
volved or not. She is programmed 
like a robot to hate Muslims. It is in-

nate hate that is destroying her men-
tal capacity to think rationally and 
to distinguish between right and 
wrong, and between truth and lies.

Ms. Abruzzo is British, and for 
this woman to come to this great land 
and spread her hate is unacceptable. 
Muslims were accused of bombing 
the World Trade Center, yet no one is 
asking about the white van and the 
men who were dancing on it. No one 
is asking about the Urban Moving 
Company and its involvement in the 
bombing (google this and read about 
it). No one is asking  why the explo-
sions came from the basements of the 
towers. No one is asking why tower 
number seven came down without 
being touched by the planes. No one 
is asking about the men who were 
detained by the FBI and the explo-
sives they found in their van. No one 
is asking who is the leader of the Is-
lamic State. Google the name Simon 
Elliot and read about him, who he is 
and where he came from.

Muslims are an easy target to ev-
ery criminal and fi lthy mind. It is 
sexy to insult Muslims nowadays, 
and Ms. Abruzzo is enjoying the 
show. But we have faith in God and 
in this great nation to treat all its cit-
izens equally. Ms. Abruzzo does not 
write about  issues that benefi t the 
community because she has nothing 
to give. Her sick mind only focuses 
on Muslims. 

I encourage everyone to read 
about Islam with an open mind to 
learn who the Muslims are and what 
they stand for. M. M. Abdullah

Bay Ridge 

Duh-OT
To the editor,

Frank Grassi’s recent letter re-
garding the Department of Transpor-
tation is what myself and other writ-
ers to this column have commented 
on (“DOT screech,” Sound Off to the 
Editor,” online Feb. 7).

Their main goal for the past two 
administrations seems to focus on 
causing as much traffi c congestion 
as possible. Bicycle lanes, traffi c-
calming islands, lower speed limits,  
restricting turns, etc. 

Oh, and let’s not forget the insipid 
idea for a Sunset Park-to-Queens 
trolly, which will remove a lane of 
parking and traffi c along Third Av-
enue — both sides north and south 
bound (under the highway) through 
Downtown into Queens.  

Richie Hecht

Bay Ridge

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number so we can con fi rm 
you sent the letter. We reserve the 
right to edit all correspondence, which 
becomes the property of Courier Life 
Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Landmarking the Boardwalk should be a breeze
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WE DELIVER

     HRS: MON. - SAT. 9AM-8PM SUN. 9AM-6PM

KEBOB MEAT BEEF PATTIES

CHICKEN 
BREAST

BONELESS 
CHOPS

CROWN 
ROAST

GROUND 
LAMB

MADE TO ORDER

BABY BACK 
RIBS

LOIN CHOP BREAST

LEG
VEAL 

CHOPS
MADE TO ORDER

VEAL 
CUTLETS
MADE TO ORDER

SHOULDER

GROUND 
PORK

MADE TO ORDER

POTROAST

TURKEY CORNISH 
HEN

DUCK

CHUCK 
STEAK

SIRLOIN

 POULTRY

 BEEF

 PORK

 LAMB

  VEAL LAMB

lb.lb.
$299-699

$549
lb.

CHICKEN 
THIGHS

$579
lb. $699

lb.

$499
lb.

$499
lb.

$479
lb.

$299
lb.

$299
lb.

$259
lb.

$199
lb.

$329
lb.

$259
lb.

$259
lb.

$699
lb. $499

lb.

$599
lb.

$299
lb.

$1299
lb.
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W atching Super Bowl 50 
was like watching two 
elks, antlers locked in 

battle, for two hours on National 
Geographic — it was sleep-in-
ducing. I was hoping for half-
time before the fi rst quarter was 
done.

One of the few high points 
— besides the minute the game 
ended — was Lady Gaga sing-
ing the National Anthem. I don’t 
even like her, and I loved it. She 
was fantastic.

Now back to the disappoint-
ment. Coldplay gave us an oldie, 
Beyoncé shook her expansive 
posterior as per usual, and what 
the heck did Bruno Mars do to 
his hair? I thought he was Mi-
chael Jackson returned from 
the dead. Okay, enough of the 
game and halftime. The ads, 
which are why I watch (besides 
the food), kept me longing. Gone 
was the tear-jerking Budweiser 
Clydesdales. GoDaddy.com got 
up and went. Celebrities exces-
sively loved themselves.

But I ask you: How many 
drugs do we really need to com-

bat those dreaded bowel issues? 
Constipation caused by opioid 
pain medication and diarrhea 
because of Irritable Bowel Syn-
drome — either we are not go-
ing enough or going too much. 
Here’s a thought: Give up the 
opioids and you won’t have irri-
table bowels.

Now the ads that tickled my 
fancy: Doritos. Giving birth. 

Clever. Nachos rule! Doritos. 
Dogs in the supermarket. More 
clever. You can’t pull the leash 
over those dogs.

Wiener dogs dressed up as 
hot dogs. How can you not love 
that? Christopher Walken and 
his sock puppets. Where is Shari 
Lewis? Monkey babies. Need I 
say more?

Horse whisperer. The most 
confusing. Whaaat?

Antioxidant infusions. I 
don’t even know what an antiox-
idant infusion is let alone why I 
need it. Maybe it will help with 
constipation and diarrhea. Not 
for Nuthin,™ but the rest of the 
public service ads (thank you, 
Helen Mirren — it needed to be 
said) cleverly hidden in cheeky, 
expensive spots left me consti-
pated. Maybe they should bring 
back the roman numerals, this 
way when you get bored, you can 
kill time fi guring out what all 
those Ls, Xs, Cs and Ms mean.

Oh well, there is always Su-
perbowl LI.

Follow me on Twitter @JDel-
Buono.

E very day is Val-
entine’s Day for 
Brooklyn sweet-

hearts Katherine and 
Ali Khatari.

The Bay Ridge cou-
ple — she’s a former 
Irish Catholic from 
Flatlands, he’s a Muslim-Amer-
ican from Yemen — are living 
proof that love is color blind, 
and if nurtured properly can 
grow into an oak.

The Khataris have been mar-
ried for 37 years and have six 
children — the fruits of a sweet 
union many predicted wouldn’t 
last: Anisa and Zachary are 
Board of Elections employees, 
Samira is a stay-home mom, 
Alia is an Administration of 
Children’s Services’ worker, Ali 
is an after-school teacher, and 
Yahya is a probie fi reman, fol-
lowing proudly in the footsteps 
of his legendary great-uncle, 
Jack Pritchard — “ the most dec-
orated fi refi ghter in FDNY his-
tory ” and star of History Chan-
nel’s “ Hardcore Heroes .”

Katherine and Ali are grand-
parents fi ve times over — “num-
ber six is coming” — but they 
still dig each other like a pair of 
love-struck teens.

“My husband is my breath,” 
says Katherine, 53, an award-
winning civic activist and a com-
munity liaison for the Brooklyn 
district attorney’s offi ce.

“My wife is my sweetheart,” 
returns Ali, 73, a retired busi-
ness owner, before his missus 
quips mischievously, “I thought 
he was gonna say I’m his pain in 
the a--!”

The pair met when Katherine 
lived above Ali’s family candy 
store. They married in 1979, in 
a simple Muslim ceremony their 
families did not attend.

“It was just me and my hus-
band, and a friend of his,” she 
says. “It was a lonely day.”

The couple made it legal in 
1986, after a relative told Ali that 
Katherine’s family would get to 
decide her fi nal resting place if 
she died.

“I was very upset,” he says. “I 
told my wife we need to get mar-
ried in a civil ceremony, so we get 

to be together forever.”
Katherine re-

warded her hubby’s 
devotion by convert-
ing to Islam. She was 
renamed “Warda” 
(Arabic for rose), al-
though Ali still calls 

her Kathy. 
Nearly 40 years later, the cou-

ple cannot understand the prej-
udice sceptics who continue to 
scorn their everlasting love.

“We don’t see ourselves as 
anything other than two human 
beings who love each other,” 
they say. “Not race, not religion, 
but as a man and a women.”

The Khataris continue to 
have the last laugh: They will 
celebrate Valentine’s Day on Sun-
day — as they do every holiday — 
with the big, loving family their 
awesome alliance has created.

“We’re going to have a nice 
roast beef dinner,” says Kath-
erine. “There’ll be a huge box of 
chocolates, and about 15 smaller 
boxes for the grandkids and 
their moms.”

The sumptuous shindig will 
be an eloquent endorsement of 
their marriage made in heaven.

Follow me on Twitter @Brit-
Shavana

R ight now, students 
everywhere are look-
ing forward to spring 

break. I am sure that you 
will be having a great 
time, especially if you and 
the family are traveling to 
visit grandma, aunt Sue, a 
campsite upstate, a hotel in 
the Caribbean, or taking 
a cruise. I also know that 
many of you are on Face-
book and can’t wait to post 
photos of your journey for 
your friends at home. Stop! 
Don’t do it. Wait until you 
return home.

So many of you send 
photos along with a mes-
sage telling the world that 
you will return in fi ve or 10 
days. Do that and you are 
also telling thieves that 
your home will be empty 
during that time. When 
you return, you may fi nd 
that your apartment was 
burglarized. And why? 
Because you told them 
that nobody will be home 
for those fi ve to 10 days.

• • •
One more thing that 

concerns high-school stu-
dents who are graduating 
and applying for colleges: 
You might want to know 
that 40 percent of college 
admissions offi cers report 
that they check applicants’ 
Facebook pages and social 
media when weighing who 
should get an acceptance 
letter. Right now you are 
thinking, “What the hell 
did I write that might hurt 
my future?”

• • •
A short time ago, I 

wrote a piece about Chris 
Matthews’s question: 
“What is the difference 
between a Socialist and a 
Democrat?” He asked both 
Democratic National Com-
mittee chairwoman Deb-
bie Wasserman-Schultz 
and Hillary Clinton the 
same question on different 
shows. Both double-talked 
and fumfered but failed to 
answer his question. In 
every one of my columns, I 
place an e-mail address for 
readers to communicate 
with me, and I received a 
few notes on this particu-
lar matter. All responded 
by saying that the two im-
portant ladies could not 
answer Matthews’s ques-
tion because there is no 
difference. A vote for any 
Democrat today is a vote 
for a Socialist. Do you 

agree? If not, perhaps you 
can enlighten America by 
telling us the difference 
without double-talk.

• • •
In 2012, 66 percent of 

America had a favorable 
opinion of Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton. That number 
dropped to 59 percent in 
2013. Near the end of 2014, 
Mr. Gallop announced that 
Clinton’s favorable polling 
was down to 48 percent. 
What is it now? It doesn’t 
matter. We learned a long 
time ago that there is only 
one poll that counts — the 
one on Election Day.

The No. 1 word associ-
ated with Hillary Clinton 
is “liar.” Anybody won-
der why? Her lies, most of 
which are very unimport-
ant, go on and on. Yet she 
continues, and the fabri-
cations keep coming. To 
you Hillary fans who are 
really not aware of what 
your heroine has done, 
you might want to Google 
William Safi re’s essay 
“Blizzard of Lies” pub-
lished on Jan. 8, 1996 in 
the New York Times. Read 
what the Pulitzer Prize-
winning writer had to 
say, and learn something 
about your heroine. We 
know that all politicians 
tell some lies, but Hillary? 
She certainly is the Lying 
Queen.

• • •
I am StanGershbein@

Bellsouth.net closing 
this week with one ques-
tion: Megyn Kelly, what 
the heck did you do to your 
hair?

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW

Shavana Abruzzo

Love is color-blind, & 
it always conquers all

Vacation pictures are a 
welcome mat for burglars

Flag on the play: Jo hated Super Bowl 50
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If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Senior, Disabled, and Veteran Homeowners 
May Qualify for Exemptions, but Must Apply.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Department of
Finance
Jacques Jiha, Ph.D.
Commissioner

Department of
Environmental Protection
Emily Lloyd
Commissioner

Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development
Vicki Been
Commissioner
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*Minimum deposit of $100 is required to open a certificate. Stated Annual Percentage Yield’s (APY’s) are effective as of February 1, 2016. Offer may be withdrawn at anytime. Early withdrawal 
penalties may apply. Fees may reduce earnings. Other fees and restrictions may apply. The annual percentage yield may change after the account is opened.**The minimum amount you can deposit 
is $20.00.***The annual percentage yield assumes interest will remain on deposit until maturity. A withdrawal will reduce earnings. Offers subject to change and early termination without prior notice 
at any time. 

Learn more at www.ridgewoodbank.com/stayahead or visit your local branch today.

STAY AHEAD OF THE 
MARKET WITH OUR 
18-month variable rate CD.

Rate is 0.60% above 6-month T-Bill.

Interest compounds daily.

No limit to additional deposits.**

Withdraw earned interest anytime.***

Currently yielding

 1.03% APY*

T here are holidays fi lled 
with joy, love, laughs and 
a gladdened heart. 

And then there’s Valen-
tine’s Day.

“I’m not sure he ever recov-
ered,” recalls a friend I’ll call 
Clarissa, thinking back on 
the Valentine’s Day when she 
was engaged to the man of her 
dreams, who gave her a pair of 
heart-shaped silver earrings. 
Nice, right? 

Wrong wrong wrong wrong 
wrong.

And wrong.
“When I put them on, I re-

alized they were tarnished. I 
went insane!” says Clarissa. 
“I thought, ‘This is the end of 
our relationship!’ I remember 
going down the street, crying 
my eyes out and calling my 
friend, ‘Matt bought me these 
tarnished earrings (sob) and 
I don’t want (sob) to speak to 
him again!’ (Assume more 
sobbing.) It was like the tar-
nish was a metaphor for our 
relationship. I remember my 
family talking me down, ‘He 
doesn’t mean it. He loves you. 
It was inadvertent.’ But what 
kind of man gives a woman a 
tarnished gift?”

A man who’s pre-t-t-t-y wor-
ried about giving her a gift 
again, I’ll tell you that.

Looking back now — with 
her 30th anniversary com-
ing up (yes, to Tarnish Man!) 
— Clarissa can’t understand 
why she went so ballistic. 

But I do. 
Valentine’s Day is to rela-

tionships what pythons are to 
picnics. 

Another friend whose 
name I can’t use — do you 
sense a pattern here? — had 

been married for a few years 
and V-Day was upon him. 

“Of course, I was one of 
those last-minute shoppers,” 
he admits. “So I was on Fifth 
Avenue and I just popped into 
a Victoria’s Secret to get her 
something.” He pauses. “I 
learned a lot that day.”

Lessons you males out 
there may wish to note:

• Buying a negligee for a 
woman is sometimes per-
ceived, perhaps unfairly, as 
more of a gift for you. 

• Silk is an expensive mate-
rial, long valued for its drape, 
feel, and cost.

• Polyester is a cheap, man-
made material that can, to 
some benighted (ex) boyfriend 
or husband, seem just like silk. 

• It’s not.
Once my friend had learned 

this lesson the hard way, he 
never bought his wife any 
clothing again — not even a 
scarf. In fact, after that it was 
mostly gift cards. 

“Let her handle it,” he says 
now, sounding a little shaken. 

Still married. But shaken. 
And then there was the 

“funny” Valentine’s Day that 
entrepreneur and corporate 

keynote speaker Peter Shank-
man arranged for his date. 
They’d been going on fi ve 
months — “Long enough for 
her to know my sense of hu-
mor.” 

Or so he thought.
“Did you know that on Val-

entine’s Day, White Castle 
takes reservations and puts 
out waiter service, place mats, 
candy hearts, etc?” He told the 
girlfriend to dress up, “We’re 
going to someplace romantic.”

They drove to Queens. 
They pulled into White Castle. 
The girlfriend assumed they 
just needed a place to park. 
But — surprise! During din-
ner, she cried.

They broke up a week later. 
He has since married someone 
more fun.

Of course, sometimes the 
gift a guy gives is actually 
quite perfect. That doesn’t 
mean all goes as planned.

“One year, I happened to 
get three bouquets delivered 
at work,” recalls Manhattan 
author and poet Elinor Nauen. 
“Bouquet No. 1 came from 
Johnny, my new boyfriend at 
the time. Bouquet No. 2 was 
from a guy who worked there 

and had a hopeless crush on 
me.” The third bouquet was 
a thank-you from a writer 
whose story she’d published. 
The gift just happened to ar-
rive on Feb. 14.

“I kept getting interrupted 
to go to the front desk for yet 
another delivery, and the 
small muttering that came at 
the second bouquet got pretty 
loud by the third,” says Nauen. 
And what were those co-work-
ers’ mutters?

“Everyone seemed to think 
I’d sent them all to myself!” 

So a day to revel in popu-
larity became a day to realize: 
All my coworkers think I’m a 
neutered, friendless, narcis-
sist. Gee thanks!

Maybe the key is to simply 
sleep through the 14th. Or do 
what my husband did in the 
early, giddy days of our rela-
tionship: Buy your beloved a 
pound of bologna.

Not as a metaphor. Just as a 
guilty pleasure that isn’t made 
out of polyester and can’t tar-
nish. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

Will you be my Valentine’s disaster?
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By Colin Mixson

These girls put the “o” in country!
Brooklyn’s sauciest country 

comedy crooners, the music duo 
Reformed Whores, will tell jokes and 
sing risque tunes at a pair of upcom-
ing shows on Feb. 14 and 15. The droll 
dames from Dixie will play songs about 
sex and bad romance at “The Rejection 
Show’s Heartbreak Haven” at Littlefield 
on Valentine’s Day, and then host a 
music video release party at Union Hall 
on Feb. 15 for their new song “Eating 
Out.”

“You can guess what that one’s 
about,” said Marie Cecile Anderson, 
a Fort Greene resident who sings and 
plays ukulele for Reformed Whores.

The night will also offer a sneak 

peek at the band’s upcoming second 
album “Don’t Beat Around the Bush,” 
subtitled “Songs that Hit the Spot.” The 
pair will preview some of the new songs, 
including “Hump-A-Lot Bear,” “Willy 
for a Day,” and “Whorny” and will be 
joined by some of New York City’s best 
female stand-ups, who appeared in the 
“Eating Out” video.

Anderson, a Nashville native, and 
bandmate Katy Frame, who hails from 
Maryland and now lives in Greenpoint, 
met five years ago at a mutual friend’s 
birthday party in New York City. The 
then-aspiring actresses decided to form 
a band after learning of their shared 
musical interests, said Anderson.

“Katy said, ‘I play the accordion,’ 
and I said, ‘I play the ukulele,’ and we 

said, ‘Let’s start a band!’ ” Anderson 
recalled.

The girls, who were inspired in equal 
part by country legend Dolly Parton 
and Jack Black’s rock-comedy project 
Tenacious D, did not set out to start a 
comedy band, but found it was more 
fun to roast their love lives than mourn 
them, according to Frame.

“We really fell into the comedy 
music thing ass-backwards,” she said. 
“We were inspired by our pathetic love 
lives, and when we started writing 
about those things, we found it was 
more fun to make them funny than trau-
matic and sad.”

The Dixie duo’s on-stage antics 
include bouts of witty banter between 
songs, in homage to classic country acts 

like Parton and June Carter Cash, said 
Anderson.

“We just loved kind of the parallel 
between country music and comedy,” 
said the girl from Nashville. “Country 
artists are known for having great stage 
banter, so we’re always telling jokes 
between songs.”

Reformed Whores play at the Rejection 
Show Valentine Day’s Heartbreak Heaven 
at Littlefield 622 Degraw St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gowanus, 
www.littlefieldnyc.com). Feb. 14 at 7 pm. 
$12 ($10 in advance).

Video release party for “Eating Out” 
at Union Hall [702 Union St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park Slope, 
www.unionhallny.com, (718) 638–4400] 
Feb. 15 at 8 pm. $8 ($6 in advance).

Country comedy duo Reformed Whores play around town

Flirty and dirty: Marie Cecile Anderson and Katy Frame are the 
Reformed Whores, a country music duo that sing filthily funny 
songs about about sex and dating. They will release the music 
video “Eating Out” at Union Hall on Feb. 15.  Mindy Tucker 

It’s a ho-down!
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By Dennis Lynch

These men are in the dog-
house!

The Narrows Community 
Theater is unleashing a hometown 
comedy about women driven to 
therapy by horn-dog men. In “Men 
Are Dogs,” opening on Feb. 19 at 
St. Patrick’s Catholic School in Bay 
Ridge, the fairer sex may take center 
stage, but the show is not just for the 
ladies, the playwright said.

“It’s good natured man-bashing,” 
said Joe Simonelli. “But certainly 
bring the men — they’ll laugh just 
as much because they’ll recognize 
themselves in the characters.”

For inspiration, the Bay Ridge-
born playwright asked his female 
friends for their ruff-est experiences 
with men, leading to stories he said 
were too good to be made up.

The main character, therapist Dr. 
Cecelia Monahan, counsels a female 
literary agent who only gets dates 
from aspiring authors, and deals with 
a stress therapist driven to incandes-
cent rage by her terrible outings with 
men. Meanwhile, Monahan has her 
own relationship troubles, fending 
off the delivery man her meddling 
mother keeps trying to set her up 
with.

The rocky relationships in “Men 
Are Dogs” will be familiar to anyone 
who has braved the seas of dating, 
and so will the humor born of heart-
break, said the play’s director.

“A lot of people will relate,” said 
Dawn Barry Hansen. “When you 

take a step back, the things that 
you go through can really be funny 
after it’s all over, even though it’s 
not that funny when you’re going 
through it.”

Members of the Bay Ridge com-
munity theater group caught the 
show when it was produced in Staten 
Island, where Simonelli now lives, 
and they imported it to the writer’s 
old stomping grounds.

And no stage is better for the 
play than St. Patrick’s — Simonelli 
is a proud alum of the school, and 

got his first taste of the stage dur-
ing a fourth grade production of “A 
Charlie Brown Christmas.” 

“It’s nice to come and have a 
homecoming on the stage that start-
ed it all,” he said.

“Men Are Dogs,” at St. Patrick’s 
Catholic School [401 97th St. between 
Fourth Avenue and Fort Hamilton 
Parkway in Bay Ridge. www.nar-
rowscommunitytheater.com, (718) 
482–3173]. Feb. 19, 26, and 27 at 8 
pm, and Feb. 20, 21, and 28 at 2 pm. 
$20 ($15 seniors). 

By Allegra Hobbs

This weekend, learn that love 
is a lie and we all die alone.

On the day before 
Valentine’s Day, a Park Slope come-
dian will attempt to shatter the unions 
of obnoxious lovebirds by pitting 
them against each other in a cynical 
spin on classic dating shows. But the 
harbinger of broken hearts swears she 
has nothing against Cupid, just the 
sickening people who parade their 
romance in front of lonely singles.

“I don’t hate love,” said Carly Ann 
Filbin, who will host “Let Me Break 
You Up” at Pete’s Candy Store in 
Williamsburg on Feb. 13. “I just hate 
everyone who has it when I don’t.”

During the faux game show, Filbin 
will grill two couples on potential-
ly bicker-triggering trivia to show 
them just how wrong they are for 
each other. Her arsenal includes such 
disorienting questions as “What is 
your partner’s most annoying habit?” 

“When is your anniversary?” and “If 
your sex life were a candy bar, what 
candy bar would it be?”

Contestants must answer the ques-
tions solo, then compare answers to 
discover how hollow and disappoint-
ing their relationship truly is. The 
couple with the least points at the 
end of the game must break up live 
on stage, says Filbin, a process that 
involves locking eyes and saying “I 
do not love you. And I am currently 
picturing other people naked.”

The comedian insists the show is 
all in good fun, and that no hearts 
have actually been broken in her quest 
to turn her bitterness into laughs — in 
fact, some couples have said after-
wards that it brought them closer 
together.

“It is a comedy show,” she said. 
“I’m not a monster.”

Filbin has staged the anti-dating 
show monthly since last summer, but 
she is particularly thrilled to drive 

couples apart so close to the holiday 
most loathed by sad singles every-
where.

“I think this show coming up is 
really special because it’s right before 
Valentine’s Day, and I can take my bit-
terness out on couples,” she said. “And 
I’m really, really excited to do it.”

“Let Me Break You Up: An Anti-
Dating Gameshow” at Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. between 
Richardson and Frost streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–3770, www.
petescandystore.com]. Feb. 13 at 7:30 
pm. $5 suggested donation.

by Carlo Bosticco

Make a date with 
the saucy history 
of Coney Island!

Visitors to the Brooklyn 
Museum on Feb. 13 and 14 
can take a special, tantaliz-
ing tour that uncovers the 
sexy gems of the collection. 
“Love and Lust in American 
Art” will pull back the cov-
ers on artwork that can heat 
up the blood, says the tour’s 
organizer.

“Many of the works 
would have been considered 
scandalous for their time,” 
said curator Connie Choi.  

The interactive tour 
will lead visitors past the 
sexy sculptures, passion-
ate paintings, and roman-
tic photographs contained 
in two recent installations: 
“American Identities” and 
“Coney Island: a vision of 
an American Dreamland.” 
The exhibit on Coney Island, 
once known as “Sodom 
by the Sea,” is especially 
appropriate for a lustful 
tour, and Choi says that it 
contains the hottest image 
in the museum.  

“There’s a fragment of 
a mural from the Spook-
a-Rama that shows a red-
haired, muscular vixen 
posing seductively,” said 
Choi. “She’s a mix of Rosie 
the Riveter and the pin-
up girl. Even though she’s 
meant to be more disturb-
ing than sexy, the combina-
tion of strong and sexy is 
very sexy.”

And the People’s 
Playground has long been 
a place where it is okay to 
bend the rules of propriety. 

“For much of its history, 
Coney Island was popular as 
a place to mingle with the 

opposite sex and, perhaps 
if you were lucky, to find 
love,” said Choi.

A 1928 New York Times 
article in the show’s cata-
log notes: “Statistics are not 
at hand, but probably more 
people fall in love at Coney 
Island than in any other spot 
in the world.”

The tour also takes a 
peep at the evolution of 
romance in art, from stuffy 
Victorians standing apart 
to modern couples snug-
gling in the sand.

“Works of art can tell us 
a lot about the periods in 
which they were produced 
and the way people inter-
acted,” said Choi. “Since 
the exhibition is organized 
chronologically, visitors 
can see what physical con-
tact between people looked 
like at various points in 
time.”

In addition to the stimu-
lation offered by the art, 
tour guides will engage vis-
itors with a conversational 
style, encouraging them to 
contribute with their sto-
ries, ideas, and questions 
during the tour. So while 
the tour makes a great date 
for couples, singles might 
take the opportunity to chat 
with like-minded art lover 
on the tour — and take 
some inspiration from the 
images on display. 

“Love and Lust in 
American Art Gallery Tour” 
at the Brooklyn Museum’s 
Rubin Lobby, First floor 
(200 Eastern Pkwy. between 
Washington and Flatbush 
avenues in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000, www.brook-
lynmuseum.org). Feb. 13 and 
14 at 1 pm. Free with $16 sug-
gested museum admission.

Visit the ‘Love and Lust’ 
show at B’klyn Museum

‘Men Are Dogs’ plays up romantic troubles

No kissing!: Bitter comedian Carly Ann 
Filbin will keep couples apart during her 
anti-dating show on Feb. 13. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman 

In a clinch: This photo, titled “The Hug,” is part of a tour of romantic 
art inspired by Coney Island.  Harvey Stein 

Dog daze: Dr. Cecilia Moynihan (Allison Hope, center) is a psychologist surrounded by 
neurotic female patients in Joe Simonelli’s “Men Are Dogs,” opening Feb. 19.   
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Tour of booty

PUPPY LOVELESS

Breaking up is easy



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 12-18, 2016 45  24-7

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

347–223–4176 • BellaGioiaNYC.com

 ALA CARTE PRICE
1ST COURSE (CHOICE OF)
CAPRESE 13
LOBSTER BISQUE 14

2ND COURSE (CHOICE OF)
TRUFFLE RISOTTO WITH CURED YOLK WITH TRUFFLE OIL 20
ARTICHOKE RAVIOLI WITH TOMATO CREAM SAUCE, MACHE 21

3RD COURSE (CHOICE OF) 
HALF SQUAB WITH SPINACH, FINGERLING POTATOES, GREMOLATA 26
PORK OSSUBUCCO WITH POLENTA AND GLAZED CARROTS 25
SCALLOPS WITH FAGIOLINI RAGU 27

4TH COURSE (CHOICE OF)
CHOCOLATE CANNOLI CAKE 9
RASBERRY PANNA COTTA 8

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE INCLUDED WITH PRIXE FIXE  |  TAXES AND GRATUITIES EXCLUDED

Closed Monday; Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday
starting at 5pm; Saturday & Sunday Brunch 12 – 3

VALENTINE’S DAY MENU | 4 COURSE PRIXE FIXE — $70 PER PERSON

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$26.95*$16.75 $21.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$31.00*
$29.00
$32.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Valentine’s Day - Sunday, February 14th 
We will serving a Special 4 course Prix Fixe Menu from Noon on...

DINER & RESTAURANT
1619 86TH 718-331-2221

from 
everyone

   At

Enjoy a

FREE
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)

FREE PARKING ON PREMISES
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

RATED #1  
DINER IN BROOKLYN

BY THE DAILY NEWS

Romance at the Diner

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

99 ¢
WITH COUPON

LB.

GENUINE  
STATE 0’ MAINE 

MUSSELS
MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE. WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & Z Friday)

1-800-404-CLAW
OPEN 7 DAYS:

VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIALS
LOBSTER 

DINNER 1 1/4 lbs

$2995
+TAX

$1995 $1295

FISH & CHIPS 
PLATTER

COCONUT SHRIMP 
PLATTER

+TAX +TAX

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, PREMIUM IDAHO FRENCH FRIES OR SALAD
COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

FREE 
PARKING
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By Lauren Gill

They finally shot their piece of 
the pie!

Five Brooklyn pizza 
enthusiasts showcase the city’s 
mom-and-pop pizza shops with a 
book and exhibit of photos, opening 
in Park Slope on Feb. 13. One of the 
goals of the “New York City Pizza 
Project,” which was published as a 
coffee-table book in September, is to 
bring attention to a local pizza scene 
that is threatened by an onslaught of 
Domino’s and Papa John’s, says one 
of the photographers. 

“The landscape of what was 
mom-and-pop pizzerias is chang-
ing and there’s a heavy wave of 
chain stores moving in,” said Nick 
Johnson, who lives in Cobble Hill. 

He and his four pizza-loving 
friends spent five years photograph-
ing and interviewing owners and 
eaters at more than 100 pizzerias all 
over the city. The group had strict 
rules about which places qualified 
— they stuck to simple slice joints, 
eliminating spots that only serve 
full pies. They also steered clear 
of 99-cent spots and anything that 
seemed like “hipster pizza” — two 
forms that they fear are taking over 
New York’s pizza scene. 

“The places that we are focusing 
on are kind of being squeezed out by 
the low-end 99-cent pizza and the 
high-end pie joints,” said Johnson.

They also correctly rejected any 
place that focused on Chicago-style 
“pizza.”

“A lot of people would not even 
consider Chicago-style as pizza,” 
said Johnson. “They say it’s like a 
pie or a cake.” 

One of the most memorable sto-
ries in the book is  Johnny’s Pizza , on 
Fifth Avenue in Sunset Park, which 
proved it could stand up to big-name 
competitors after a Papa John’s out-
post moved in next door in 2007. The 
pizza joint implemented an online 
ordering system to keep up with the 
commercial pie slinger.

“He made it his mission to match 
them and fight them and it’s been 
really successful,” Johnson recalled. 

Brooklyn has the strongest pizza 
scene in the city due to its large 

Italian presence, he said, with  L&B 
Spumoni Gardens  in Gravesend, and 
Lenny’s in Bensonhurst serving up 
especially classic slices.

The worst slice in New York 
comes from mall chain Sbarro, said 
Johnson, and his favorite place is 
 Caruso’s  in Cobble Hill. But the best 
pizza joint is in the mouth of the 
beholder.

“The best pizza is what tastes like 
home,” he said. “It’s really whatever 
is familiar to you.” 

“New York City Pizza Project” at 
Powerhouse on Eighth [1111 Eighth 
Ave. at 11th Street in Park Slope, 
www.powerhouseon8th.com]. Feb. 
13 at 4 pm. Free.

By Dennis Lynch

Love is in the Bay Ridge air this 
weekend! 

On the weekend of 
Valentine’s Day, there is no need to 
leave the neighborhood, with all these 
lovely events for lovely couples. 

When Saturday night rolls 
around, fall in love with the wed-
ding band Head Over Heels at 
Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets). The 
eight-piece matrimonial ensemble 
goes on at 10 pm.

For Valentine’s Day on Sunday, 
we are sure you need no help from 
us to find a classy eatery for a tra-
ditional romantic dinner. But it is 
never too early to show someone you 
love them, so here are some savory 
options for you and your sweetheart 
earlier in the day.

An unlimited supply of mimo-
sas and a three-course menu that 
includes buttermilk pancakes and 
eggs Benedict makes the brunch at 

the Greenhouse Cafe from 11 am 
to 3 pm the most decadent of local 
Valentine’s Day fetes. 

But there is another packed 
brunch worth checking out — at 
the Pearl Room (8201 Third Ave. 
between 82nd and 93rd streets), start-
ing at noon. For $25 a head you 

get French toast, sliced steak, home 
fries, and more.

After brunch you can catch the 
Brooklyn And Beyond Chamber 
Ensemble playing a selection of 
Johann Sebastian Bach at the 
Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd (7420 Fourth Ave. between 
74th street and Bay Ridge Parkway). 
The ensemble, which goes on at 3 
pm, will be classy-ical Valentine’s 
Day treat.

Love can be cheesy, folks, and 
that is not always such a bad thing. 
Starting at 5:30 pm, the Owl’s Head 
(479 74th St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues) is hosting a four-course 
cheese meal that will have any from-
age-lover loving you. Choose from 
two fancy grilled cheese sandwich-
es, gorganzola-stuffed and bacon-
wrapped dates, and more cheesy 
stuff than we can describe. The meal 
will run you $120 for two people, but 
it includes a bottle of Mestres Cava, 
a super-fancy bubbly.

By Carlo Bosticco

This show takes us to 
a steamy spot — in 
several senses.

The Third Rail theater 
company, known for trans-
forming unexpected spaces 
into performance venues, 
invites visitors on an inter-
active voyage to a 1970s 
Hawaiian resort.

While waiting to enter 
“The Grand Paradise,” 
I leafed through a “Time” 
magazine dated 1973; where 
I learn that consuming white 
sugar is the healthiest diet 
for a growing child. This 
kind of lurid, retro attitude is 
captured perfectly in the rest 
of the production.

The second the doors to 
the “resort” open you step 
into a fully-f ledged world 
with mysteries awaiting 
behind every door, and mer-
maids pirouetting in a clear 
water tank. The “staff” of the 
resort is not so much atten-
tive and friendly as preda-
tory: every interaction with 
audience members is eroti-
cally charged and suggestive, 
though not intrusive.

When the five protago-
nists “guests” arrive, each 
carrying personal baggage 
(the metaphor is clear), 
“Grand Paradise” cracks 
open, with resort staff lead-
ing the “guests” and visi-
tors into other rooms singly 
and in groups. Sometimes 
we observe the narrative as 
voyeurs, but at other times 
we are invited to join in the 
revel. The experience is dif-

ferent for every visitor.
During the course of the 

evening I received a mas-
sage by a male cast member 
(who pointedly invited me to 
momentarily hold a cucum-
ber), snuck in a bedroom in 
the dark with a flashlight and 
stole a frock from a guest’s 
suitcase, and made a magical 
cocktail at the bar.

But following the plot can 
be a confusing task, since we 
are rarely left to choose the 
story we wish to see. And 
sometimes we got locked up 
in a room and made to assist 
to dance sequences that do 
not establish narrative as 
much as express inner tur-
moil.

The moral seems to be 
“one size fits all” — liberate 
yourself from the shackles of 
your expectations and find 
freedom through sensual 
pleasure, and the monologues 
are pretty on-the-nose on 
that theme. But the general 
oiliness of the staff-members 
can come across as malevo-
lent rather than helpful, and I 
was waiting the whole night 
for a murder to happen and 
break the tension. Just like 
the staff, the show teases 
continuously, but the climax 
never quite comes.

“The Grand Paradise” 
at the Grand Paradise 
[383 Troutman St. between 
Wyckoff and Irving avenues 
in Bushwick, (718) 374–5196, 
w w w. t h e g r a n d p a r a d i s e .
com]. Through March 31. 
Tue–Sun at 7 pm and 10:30 
pm. $95–$150.

Decadent interactive show 
leaves the plot wandering

‘Pizza Project’ documents local pie slingers

Let it ride: During the course of “The Grand Paradise,” the staff of a 
tropical 1970s resort encourages a suburban family to leave their inhibi-
tions behind. Darial Sneed

Order up: John, of Johnny’s Pizza, fought back when a Papa John’s moved in next 
door. His story is documented in the book and photo exhibit “New York City Pizza 
Project.”  NYC Pizza Project

Paradise lost

SLICE OF HEAVEN

Bay Ridge Nights has a brunch date
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$3800
p.p.

plus tax & 
gratuity

 Valentine’s Day Brunch

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

718 -989 - 8952

Choice of Appetizer
Fried Calamari Lobster Bisque Cupid Salad Pasta Du Jour

Caesar Salad Shrimp Cocktail

Choice of Entrée
Chicken Rolletini

Rolled with Fresh Mozzarella and Prosciutto, 
Topped with a Mushroom Marsala Sauce

Shrimp Scampi
Sautéed in White Wine, Lemon, Garlic and Butter

Boneless Chicken Francaise
Egg Battered, Sautéed in White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce

Broiled Salmon
Topped with Champagne Dill Sauce

Filet Mignon (Add $12)
Served with Béarnaise Sauce

Twin Lobster Tails (Add $12)
Served with Drawn Butter  
Surf & Turf (Add $12)

Served with Drawn Butter and Béarnaise Sauce
The Above Entrees Include Potato or Country Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
                  Apple Strudel Ice Cream or Sherbet
    Cheesecake Chocolate Mousse Brownie Overload
                                    Tiramisu COFFEE OR TEA

CELEBRATE 

Valentine’s Day

Choice Of Appetizer
Garden Greens Salad  Fresh Fruit Plate  Soup Du Jour

Choice Of Entrée
Eggs Benedict; Toasted English Muffi n, Canadian Bacon, 

Poached Eggs & Hollandaise Sauce
French Toast; With Ham, Bacon And Sausage

Sliced Steak; With Scrambled Eggs
Penne Ala Vodka

Grilled Chicken with Caesar Salad and French Fries
Fluffy Scrambled Eggs; With Ham, Bacon, & Sausage

Buttermilk Pancakes; With Ham, Bacon, Sausage
Fluffy Omelets; With Home Fries

Choice Of Desserts
Brownie  Chocolate Mousse  Apple Strudel 

Ice Cream or Sherbet - Beverages - Coffee  Tea  Milk

$2995
p.p.

plus tax & 
gratuity

“Unlimited 
  Mimosa’s”

 
 
 
 

Fresh 
Baked 

Muffi ns

2 Hour 
Seating

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke every 
Monday and 

Wednesday 8pm. 
Original 

Thursday’s

Live Music
All Weekend

EVERY SATURDAY, ENJOY A DRY AGED
PORTERHOUSE STEAK FOR 2,

SERVED WITH SALAD, POTATO AND VEGETABLE

Planning a Celebration?
Graduation, Communion, Birthday, 
Anniversary, Baby Shower, Bridal Shower, 
Engagement, Retirement, or any special 
occasion, we will help plan and make it 
a day to remember. Call for more info.

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

www.salvirestaurant.com

Gift Certifi cates 
Available

Classic Italian
Cuisine

Join Us
On Facebook

THE PREMIER DESTINATION FOR SUPERB ITALIAN CUISINE IN BROOKLYN

Make reservations for 
Valentine’s Day 

Sunday, February 14th
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

SUN, FEB 14
MUSIC, MAXWELL AND 

NAS: $50–$300. 8 pm.

MON, FEB 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. DETROIT 
RED WINGS: $15–
$1,050. 1 pm.

WED, FEB 17
MUSIC, IL VOLO: The 

teenage Italian opera 
trio performs. $52.50–
$175. 8 pm.

THU, FEB 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS. WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
$15–$1,000. 7 pm.

FRI, FEB 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. NEW YORK 
KNICKS: $69–$4,000. 
7:30 pm.

SUN, FEB 21
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. CHARLOTTE 
HORNETS: $25–$3,000. 
6 pm.

THU, FEB 25
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$75. 7 pm.

FRI, FEB 26
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 7 pm.

SAT, FEB 27
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 11 am, 3 pm, 
and 7 pm.

SUN, FEB 28
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 11 am, 3 pm, 
and 7 pm.

TUE, MAR 1
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 10:30 am, 3 
pm, and 7 pm.

WED, MAR 2
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 7 pm.

THU, MAR 3
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 7 pm.

FRI, MAR 4
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 7 pm.

SAT, MAR 5
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 11 am, 3 pm, 
and 7 pm.

SUN, MAR 6
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 11 am, 3 pm, 
and 7 pm.

TUE, MAR 8
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. PITTS-
BURGH PENGUINS: 
$90–$2,500. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, FEB. 12
THEATER, “A LITTLE NIGHT 

MUSIC”: A musical by Ste-
phen Sondheim about the 
romantic lives of several 
couples. $18. 8 pm. The 
McKinney Chapel, at First 
Unitarian Society (116 Pier-
repont St., between Clin-
ton St. and Monroe Place 
in Brooklyn Heights), www.
theater2020.com. 

MUSIC, RHYTHM CELEBRA-
TION CONCERT: 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Music School 
Playhouse [126 St. Felix St. 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638–5660], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

THEATER, “HOTEL HA-
RARE”: Set in the famous 
Hotel Harare in Zimbabwe, 
Daaimah Mubashshir’s 
new play infuses physical 
theater and music into a 
slightly absurdist narrative. 
$18. 8 pm. Jack (505 Wa-
verly Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, “TUNNEL OF 
LOVE”: Prepare for Valen-
tine’s Day with strip-tease 
troupe Wasabassco’s 
guide to romantic ad-
ventures $20. 9 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

SAT, FEB. 13
MUSIC, FAMILY CONCERT 

WITH THE KNIGHTS: A 
concert of interactive, 
foot-stomping fun with the 
orchestra. $10. 2 pm. BRIC 
Rotunda Gallery [33 Clin-
ton St. between Pierrepont 
Street and Cadman Plaza 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
683–5604]. 

DANCE, ROMEO AND JU-
LIET: The State Ballet The-
atre of Russia performs this 
full length dance in three 
acts. $32–$35. 8 pm. On 
Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

LUNAR NEW YEAR 2016 
AND THE YEAR OF THE 
MONKEY CELEBRA-
TION: With lion dancing, a 
martial arts performance, 
song and dance, and a tra-
ditional costume contest. 
Free. 11 am–2:30 pm. PS 
105 [1031 59th St. between 
Fort Hamilton Parkway 
and 11th Avenue in Sun-
set Park, (718) 492–0409], 
www.cpc-nyc.org. 

COMEDY, “YOUR LOVE, 
OUR MUSICAL”: Rebecca 
and Evan choose a real 
couple in the audience, 
interview them, and then 
improvise a musical about 
how the couple met and 
fell in love. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SUN, FEB. 14
THEATER, “PERICLES”: 

Shakepeare’s play com-
bines the adventure of an 
“Odysseus” with events 
that are seemingly mi-
raculous. With an original 
score written by Tony-

nominated Irish composer 
Shaun Davey. $55–$85. 2 
pm. Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center [262 Ashland Pl. 
between Fulton Street and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (212) 229–2819], 
www.tfana.org. 

DANCE, SWORD DANCE 
FESTIVAL: A festival of 
English Sword Dancing, 
Morris dancing, and Molly 
dancing. Free. 2:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

SPORTS, NEW YORK RIV-
ETERS VS. BUFFALO 
BEAUTS: It is the fi nal 
home game — and fan ap-
preciation night — for New 
York’s women’s hockey 
team. $18. 2 pm. Aviator 
Sports and Events Cen-
ter [3159 Flatbush Ave. in 
Floyd Bennett Field in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 758–7500]. 

TALK, “THE WONDERFUL 
WORLD OF BONING: 
Writer, sex educator, and 
funny lady Lux Alptraum 
teams up with comedian 
friends to take a tour of 
classic sex education vid-
eos. $8. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MON, FEB. 15
FEBRUARY BREAK DISCOV-

ERY DAYS: Explore the 
habitats from around the 
world, with different ac-
tivities each day. $12 ($6 
students). 11 am–1 pm. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

MUSIC, MICHAEL CERVERIS: 
The Tony-winning star of 
“Fun Home” releases his 
second solo album “Piety” 
tonight. $15. 8 pm. Jalopy 
Theatre [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

TUES, FEB. 16
DANCE, DANCE DANCE 

BROOKLYN REVOLU-
TION: A night celebrat-
ing our community’s 
perseverance, determina-
tion and love. Join City 
Councilmember Carlos 
Menchaca at this family-
friendly event. Free. 5–7 
pm. Pioneer Works [159 
Pioneer St. between Imlay 
and Conover streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–3001], 
pioneerworks.org. 

“THE SPIRIT OF VAUDE-
VILLE”: Richard Stillman 
and Flip Peters tap dance 
and play the banjo in this 
musical variety show that 
celebrates the vaudevil-
lians of the jazz age. $20. 
7 pm. McKinney Chapel at 
First Unitarian Congrega-
tional Society of Brook-
lyn [116 Pierrepont St. at 
Monroe Place in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 624–3614], 
th2020vaudeville.bpt.me. 

WED, FEB. 17
TALK, BROOKLYN’S BUSI-

NESS BOON: Join Jim 
Cramer, host of CNBC’s 
Mad Money, and a panel of 
Brooklyn business luminar-
ies for a look at Brooklyn’s 
evolving economy. $10. 7 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

MUSIC, MICHAEL PETROSI-
NO’S PETRIO LIVE JAZZ 
TRIO: Free. 8 pm. The 
Room at Dizzy’s (230 Fifth 
Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, VAL-INC AND 
TRUMPET TRUMPET SYN-
THESIZER: Part of Rou-
lette’s Festival of Mixology 
exploring the history and 
tradition of electronics in 
music. $20 ($15 students 
and seniors). 8 pm. Rou-
lette [509 Atlantic Ave. at 
Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org.  

THURS, FEB. 18
MUSIC, VINCENT BO-

HANAN AND THE 
SOUND OF VICTORY 
FELLOWSHIP CHOIR: This 
Brooklyn-based choir sings 
gospel songs of strength 
and redemption. Free. 6 
pm. East Flatbush Branch 
of the Brooklyn Public 
Library [9612 Church Ave. 
between E. 96th Street 
and Rockaway Parkway in 
Flatbush, (718) 922–0927], 
bklynpubliclibrary.org. 

FILM, “THE GREEN BOOK 
CHRONICLES”: A docu-
mentary about the 1930s 
guide book for African-
American travelers in the 
segregated South. Free. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society [128 Pierrepont 
St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

ANNUAL PARK SLOPE 
BOOK SALE: More than 
10,000 books will be of-
fered at this massive an-
nual sale for only a buck 
or two each. Continues 
Friday and Saturday. $25 
admission. 7–9:30 pm. Park 
Slope United Methodist 
Church [410 Sixth Avenue 
at Eighth Street in Park 
Slope, (917) 328–7125], 
www.parkslopeumc.org. 

FRI, FEB. 19
MUSIC, SLAVIC SOUL 

PARTY: The nine-member 
Balkan funk band per-
forms new works written 
by young people in the 
Brooklyn community. Free. 
7:30 pm. BRIC Arts Media 
House [647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

MUSIC, EVENING HYMNS, 
HEAVEN’S JAIL, LOVE 
LOVE: $8. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. Sat, Feb. 20

SAT, FEB. 20
ART, FROM BROOKLYN 

COLLEGE TO CONEY 
ISLAND: Three Brooklyn 
College graduates who 
spend years photograph-
ing Coney Island present 
an illustrated discussion of 
their careers. Part of an ex-
hibit of paintings and pho-
tos of Coney Island. Free. 
2 pm. Valentine Museum 
of Art [1655 Flatbush Ave. 
between Avenue I and E. 
23rd Street in Midwood, 
(718) 696–8355], www.val-
entinemuseumofart.com. 

“THE BOOK OF LIFE”: 
The Sunset Park Cinema 
Club for Kids shows the 
stop-motion fi lm. With a 
performance by the Ballet 
Folklorico Quetzalcoatl 
at 10:30 am. Film at 11:45 
am. Free with RSVP. 10 am. 
Industry City Factory Floor 
[241 37th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 417–
7362], rooftopfi lms.com. 

PRESIDENTS’ DAY: Cel-
ebrate our presidents with 
fun winter activities Free. 
Noon–4 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

Throw your hands in the air: The New York Knicks will need 
to work on their bent-arm choreography in order to perfectly 
frame the Brooklyn Nets victory coming to Barclays Center on 
Feb. 19. Associated Press / Frank Franklin II

Down by the sea, yeah: This 1974 photo “Boardwalk 
Photographer” is part of the Coney Island exhibit at the 
Valentine Museum of Art. Three of the artists will discuss their 
careers on Feb. 20 in the “Brooklyn College to Coney Island” 
forum. Larry Racioppo
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presents

Order Tickets: www.NCTHEATERNY.com
Email your order to: NCT@NCTheaterny.com

Call NCT Hotline: (718) 482-3173

SHOW DATES:
Friday Feb 19 8pm
Saturday  Feb 20 2pm 
Q&A with the writer & cast

Sunday Feb 21 2pm
Friday Feb 26 8pm
Saturday Feb 27 8pm
Sunday Feb 28  2pm

St Patrick’s School Auditorium
97th St. & 4th Ave., Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 11209

Men Are Dogs
By Joseph Simonelli
Directed by Dawn Barry Hansen
Licensed with arrangement by Samuel French, Inc.

“Audiences are doubling up with laughter.” 
            – Asbury Park Press

Adults $20
Seniors $15

ORDER ONLINE via our website or mobile app
Save 15% on your fi rst order made through our app

Search for GIACOMOPIZZA

www.giacomopizza.com

WOOD-FIRED PIZZA & TRATTORIA

“HOME OF THE NUTELLA CALZONE”

FAMILY MEAL FAMILY DINNER

$2395$2295

PICKUP OR DELIVERY ONLY

PANELLE SANDWICH  $7.00
Made with chickpea fl our & deep fried. Served with lemon (on a roll)
PANELLE SPECIAL   $8.00
Made with chickpea fl our panel topped with ricotta & grated cheese (on a roll)
POTATO SPECIAL   $8.50
Potato croquette topped with ricotta & cheese (on a roll)

We Deliver

NOW ACCEPTING 

VALENTINE’S DAY 

RESERVATIONS

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED •• VALET PARKING

Valentine’s 
Day 

Menu

APPETIZERS (CHOICE OF ONE)

Shrimp Ajillo · Chorizo (Spanish sausages) · Mushrooms Ajillo
Clams Cocktail · Calamares en su tinta (Squids ink sauce)

Shrimp Cocktail · Salpicon (Cold Seafood salad)

ENTRÉES (CHOICE OF ONE)

Paella Valenciana (Rice, chicken, sausage & seafood)—with Lobster add $850 
Mariscada in Green Sauce · Shrimp Ajillo · Broiled Filet of Salmon 

Tilapia with Rose Sauce · Veal Sanchos · Chicken with Almond Sauce 
Filet Mignon* · Broiled Lobster Tail* 

Mar y Tierra (Surf & Turf)* · Sirloin Steak* · Rack of Lamb*

*Add $8
All entrées are served with salad and vegetables or rice

DESSERTS (CHOICE OF ONE)
Chocolate mousse cake · Cheese cake · Flan · Ice cream

$45 per person + tax + tips

WE ARE OPEN FROM 12 NOON ON...

(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Leon M. Goldstein Performing Arts Center 

Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd, Brooklyn, NY

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME

SWINGFULLY 
YOURS 

with Loston Harris Trio 
Friday, February 26, 2016 

 at 7:00 p.m. | $40

AMERICAN 
SHOWSTOPPERS: 

An Evening  
with Cole Porter  

Saturday, March 5, 2016  
at 8:00 p.m. | $35/32

Wine, cheese, and swinging  
arrangements of timeless standards 

at Kingsborough’s Lighthouse  
overlooking the ocean.

Broadway’s Fred Barton and  
his Orchestra, headlined by  
a cast of Broadway’s best!
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Men Are Dogs is a romantic comedy with a twist or two.  Dr. Cecilia Monahan is a 
successful psychologist with relationship difficulties of her own.  Her mother lives with 
her and is always trying to set her up with men, even the new, very inquisitive delivery 
man.  On top of that she has her very neurotic female patients whose lives are quite 
intriguing.  Things get out of control during a role playing session with an unsuspecting 
man.  The sessions and the events to follow will have you laughing and wondering what 
happens next.

Our cast is: Allison Greaker as Dr. Cecelia Monahan. James McDermott as Bob Crow-
ley, the delivery man. Christa Comito as Cecilia’s mom Rose Monahan. Greg Mueller 
as Tony Rumson the unsuspecting role player. And the single and divorced neurotic 
patients are: Jennifer Prezioso as Allison Taylor, Victoria Herva-Castenada as Madeline 
Weinberg, Ava Cheung as Jane Rudolph and Michele Manduchi as Loretta Morris.

Narrows Community Theater 
presents the smash comedy 

“MEN ARE DOGS” 

Narrows Community Theater will be presenting “MEN ARE DOGS” 
for two weeks starting Friday, February 19th at St Patrick’s School, 

97th Street & 4th Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn.
For reservations or more information you can call (718) 482-3173, 

email NCT@NCTheaterNY.com,
or order tickets online at www.NarrowsCommunityTheater.com

SHE SNORES MORE
 THAN I DO, BUT I STILL 
LOVE MY HUMAN.

— BANDIT
   adopted 11-26-09
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$129
C

hevy-C
adillac - 1015293, B

uick-G
M

C
 - 1189038. A

ll Leases are 24 m
onths and include 10k m

iles per year w
ith custom

er responsible for 25 cents per additional m
ile and excessive w

ear and tear. Prices do not include Tax, D
M

V fee, $595 

acquisition fee or fi rst m
onths paym

ent. Follow
ing A

m
ounts D

ue at Signing are required: 2016 Equinox LT FW
D

: $1,885 , 2016 C
ruze 1LT: $725, 2016 M

alibu 1LT: $2,499, 2016 Encore FW
D

: $2,225. 2016 Verano FW
D

: $1,999 D
ue at Signing 

($1275 C
C

R
 ,B

A
N

K FEE $595, 1ST PAYM
EN

T $129) Plus Tax and Tags. R
ebates of $3,500 including C

onquest (C
onquest m

ust have a non G
M

 lease in household). 2016 Terrain AW
D

: $1,999 D
ue at Signing ($1275 C

C
R

, B
A

N
K FEE $595, 1ST 

PAYM
EN

T $129) Plus Tax &
 Tags. R

ebates of $4,000 including C
onquest (C

onquest m
ust have a non G

M
 lease in household). N

o tw
o offers com

bined. Pictures for illustration purposes only. M
ust take sam

e day delivery. O
ffers expire 2/29/16

2016 Buick VERANO
 FW

D 1SD
2016 G

M
C

 TERRAIN AW
D SLE-1

������
$129 

Lease 
one for 

24 MO
$1,885  Due 
at signing
STK# A6292

������
$129

Lease 
one for 

24 MO
$2,225 Due 
at signing
STK# 7802

������
$129

Lease 
one for 

24 MO
$1,999 Due 
at signing
STK# 7779

������
$129

Lease 
one for 

24 MO
$725 Due 
at signing
STK# A6049

������
$129

Lease 
one for 

24 MO
$2,499 Due 
at signing
STK# A6221

2016 C
HEVRO

LET EQ
UINO

X LT FW
D

2016 Buick ENC
O

RE FW
D

2016 C
HEVRO

LET M
ALIBU 1LT

2016 C
HEVRO

LET C
RUZE 1LT

MSRP $28,545

MSRP $27,675

MSRP $21,620

MSRP $25,400

MSRP $26,790

MSRP $29,870

������
$129

Lease 
one for 

24 MO
$1,999 Due 
at signing
STK# 7743
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Taysir Mack needed every 
last second to decide his fu-
ture.

The torn Grand Street star 
receiver waited until just be-
fore his announcement to 
choose to sign with Indiana 
over former betrothed Rut-
gers on Jan. 3. 

“I probably made the deci-
sion when I was in the seat,” 
he said. “It was hard.”

Mack committed to Rut-
gers earlier this year, then 
backed off when the school 
fi red coach Kyle Flood. Mack 
ultimately picked the Hoo-
siers over the Scarlet Knights 
because he didn’t want to 
wait around while new coach 
Chris Ash rebuilt the pro-
gram.

“I liked the direction 
coach Ash was bringing the 
program — I just wasn’t sure 
how long it would take for the 
program to be up and run-
ning,” Mack said. “I didn’t 
want to be waiting until my 

junior year before the pro-
gram started running. I want 
to go somewhere that is sta-
ble.”

And so he picked the In-
diana fl ashing a pair of the 
team’s uniform receiver 
gloves during the announce-
ment.

The three-star receiver 
and 247Sports.com’s No. 
7-ranked prospect in New 
York State was one of three 
Grand Street players who 
signed National Letters of In-
tent. Fellow receiver Ahmed 
Bah recommitted, picking 
Rutgers over Buffalo, and de-
fensive back Justin Philip se-
lected North Carolina A&T. 
All three made up their 
minds as they closed in on 
signing day.   

“Stressful is not the word,” 
Wolves coach Bruce Eugene 
said. “A couple of them were 
in panic mode. I know, for 
Ahmed, it was tough com-
ing down the stretch. Every-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The fourth quarter is fi rst in 
Curtis Smith’s heart.

The unsung Thomas Jef-
ferson senior guard has made 
a habit of owning the fi nal 
frame and did so again on Feb. 
6 to lead his team to a thrilling, 
68–65 win over host Christ the 
King at the Apparel Challenge. 
Smith scored all six of his 
points in the fourth, including 
a big three-pointer to tie the 
score at 63–63 with 53 seconds 
remaining. He collected the 
game-changing steal and also 
put his team ahead for good at 
the free-throw line in the clos-
ing seconds.

“I told Curtis we are not 
going to play him until the 

fourth quarter,” joked Jeffer-
son coach Lawrence “Bud” 
Pollard. “I mean the West-
inghouse game, the Robeson 
game, the Lincoln game. We 
call him Big Shot C.J. He 
doesn’t show up until the 
fourth quarter. He made a big 
steal right there, and he made 
the big three.”

Smith jumped a Jose Alva-
rado inbound pass to Tyron 
Cohen, took it the length of 
the court, and drew a foul. He 
missed the fi rst free throw — 
but made the second to put the 
Orange Wave up 66–65 with 
nine seconds remaining.

“I fi gured out why I missed 
it,” Smith said. “I didn’t bend 
my knees. The second one, I 

just followed through on my 
free throw, and it went in.”

Christ the King looked to 
run the same play with 3.6 re-
maining, but St. John’s-bound 
guard Shamorie Ponds stole 
Alvarado’s inbound pass and 
drew a foul. He made both free 
throws to seal a win that gives 
top-seeded Jefferson (17–7) 
plenty of momentum heading 
into the Public School Athletic 
League Brooklyn Borough 
playoffs this week.

“This is a big one,” Ponds 
said. “It builds our confi dence 
a lot going into the borough 
playoffs.”

He scored 17 of his game-
high 29 points the fi rst half, 

Continued on page 55

Continued on page 55

• ‘For me to make it and do 
it for Brooklyn — it just 
feels good.’

• ‘This is a big one. It 
builds our 
confidence.’

— Erasmus star Jahsen Wint on 
signing with Ohio State

— Jefferson’s Shamorie 
Ponds on win.

LETTERMEN: Grand Street football stars, from left, Ahmed Bah, Taysir Mack, and Justin Philip all signed Na-
tional Letters of Intent on Jan 3.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Mr. Fourth Quarter 

Three Wolves sign scholarships

MR. BIG SHOT: Curtis Smith’s big fourth quarter was key for Jefferson’s 
win over Christ the King. Photo by Robert Cole

Smith’s heroics power Jefferson past CK 
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One potential public 
Brooklyn high-school 
basketball fi nale 

match-up stands out among 
the rest — Lincoln versus 
Jefferson.

Jefferson — and its 
St. John’s-bound guard 
Shamorie Ponds — are fa-
vorites to repeat as cham-
pions. The squad lost just 
one game in the regular 
season, with Ponds and 
Rasheem Dunn sitting out 
against Abraham Lincoln 
to rest for the playoffs. It is 
one of the many reasons an 
Orange Wave-Lincoln fi nal 
would pack the champion-
ship game at York College.

The game would be a re-
match of last year’s fi nal 
— and a rematch for the 
Wave’s upset over the Rail-
splitters in the city semifi -
nals two years ago.

Jefferson coach Law-
rence “Bud” Pollard an-
nounced after that contest 
that he was the “big dog” in 
Brooklyn now. It’s a distinc-
tion he upheld since then.

A victory would also 
be super sweet for Or-
ange Wave assistant coach 
Kenny Pretlow, who lost to 
Jefferson as Lincoln’s head 
coach in last year’s fi nal. 
A second-straight Orange 
Wave victory should secure 
the club the top seed in the 
citywide playoffs.

For the Railsplitters, 
it is a chance to reclaim a 
place atop Kings County 
and validate its improved 
play in recent weeks.

Lincoln ended the 
league season with consec-
utive wins and knocked off 
New Jersey power Roselle 
Catholic 85–74 last weekend 
behind 31 points from star 
Caheim Brown and 22 from 
Tyler Bourne. Morton’s pa-
tience has paid off, and the 
Railsplitters are playing 
some of their best basket-
ball — just in time for the 
post season.

Jefferson versus Lin-
coln is certainly the sexier 
match-up, but the Railsplit-
ters taking Paul Robeson 
for a third time would cer-
tainly be a juicy game.

The Eagles pose a tough 
match-up for the smaller 

Lincoln team. Few squads 
in the Public School Ath-
letic League have better 
bigs than the Eagles do. 
Size cost the Railsplitters 
two games already this sea-
son.

Robeson taking on Lin-
coln would also present 
plenty of intrigue. Consider 
it Duke versus Maryland 
instead of Duke against 
North Carolina. 

The Eagles have spoken 
all season about returning 
the program to its early 
2000s greatness with guard 
Gary Ervin at the point. A 
trip to the borough fi nal 
would do that, and a win 
would shake up the city 
playoff seeding.

Beating Jefferson to get 
to the fi nal is certainly re-
alistic for Robeson. The 
team only fell to the Orange 
Wave by two points back on 
Jan. 31 in East New York. It 
held Ponds to just 22 points.

The road to a city title 
will be paved this weekend. 
The most intriguing path is 
still unfolding — rivals Jef-
ferson and Lincoln clash-
ing again for what could be 
the third of a possible three 
meetings this season. But 
Robeson has a chance to 
spoil that and write a new 
chapter in the program’s 
storied history.

In a topsy-turvy year in 
the Brooklyn AA division 
any match-up is possible, 
but only two teams will 
make for the most memora-
ble of nights.

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Milicia “Mimi” Reid shed her 
slump in Bishop Loughlin’s 
most complete performance of 
the season.

Lions coach Chez Williams 
challenged the struggling star 
junior to bounce back against 
Mary Louis a day after her 
lackluster performance in a 
loss to Archbishop Molly — 
and she rose to the occasion 
during the team’s 78–67 Jan. 
3 win.

“We had a long talk: ‘To-
day I need you to make good 
decisions, if it is scoring you 
got to do, if it is dishing you 
got to do — whatever you got 
to do for us to win is what I 
need you do,’ ” Williams said.

Reid did all of it. She 
poured in game-high 30 
points, dished out 10 assists, 
and grabbed fi ve rebounds. 
She dropped in 17 of those in 
the second half and was in-
strumental in transition dur-
ing a 14–4 run early in the 
fourth quarter.

“As a point guard, he 
wants me to run the team,” 
Reid said. “I think we pulled 
it out really well.”

The win keeps the Lions 
in the hunt for second place 
in their division — Lough-

lin, Molloy, and Mary Louis 
all have three league losses. 
The victory also sent seniors 
Bryanna Brown, Elease Bill-
ings-Harrison, Skydajah Pat-
terson, and Ahyana Green 
out with a win on their Senior 
Day.

“It was a little bit emo-

tional, but it was a good win,” 
said Patterson, who scored 12 
points. “I feel like we played 
great.”

Uninspired play in a loss 
to Briarwood last Monday 
motivated Loughlin’s more 
aggressive and emotional per-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
This Buckeye bucked the 
trend.

Erasmus Hall defensive 
powerhouse Jahsen Wint 
signed a National Letter of 
Intent to play football for 
Ohio State. The gridiron Go-
liath will be one of few who 
rise from the gritty Brooklyn 
neighborhoods he’s proud to 
represent, he said.

“From where I am from, 
people don’t actually make it,” 
said Wint, who was raised in 
Crown Heights and now lives 
in Brownsville. “For me to 
make it and do it for Brooklyn 
— it just feels good.”

Mother Claudette Ramos-
McKoy and an aunt kept him 
busy with sports and out of 
trouble coming up in the hard-
scrabble neighborhoods. First 
was karate — but Wint took to 
it too quickly, and his family 

scrambled to fi nd something 
else to occupy his time. 

“His aunt was actually the 
one that came up and said, 
‘Let’s put him in football,’ ” 
said Wint’s mother. “That way 

he gets to go every week and 
keeps him busy.”

At 9 years old, Wint joined 
the Brooklyn Renegades youth 
program. He fell in love with 
the sport — it was an outlet.

“I was just a little angry 
kid, so I had to fi nd something 
that I could do that I could hit 
people legally,” Wint said with 
a smile.

Nearly a decade later, that 
hard-nosed style caught Buck-
eyes coach Urban Meyer’s eye 
— enough to net Wint his fi rst 
scholarship offer from a Bowl 
Championship Series pro-
gram. The recognition was 
enough to get Wint to de-com-
mit from Philly’s Temple in fa-
vor of Columbus and the Buck-
eyes, where he will join former 
Dutchman Curtis Samuel.

Then again, Wint always 
had reservations about Temple.

BIG DAY: Erasmus Hall football 
star Jahsen Wint celebrates with 
his mother Claudette Ramos-
McKoy and Dutchmen coach Dan-
ny Landberg after signing to play 
at Ohio State. 
 Photo by Joseph Staszewski

ABOVE AND BEYOND: Milicia Reid poured in a game-high 30 points, 
dished out 10 assists, and grabbed fi ve rebounds in a 78–67 win over 
visiting Mary Louis in Brooklyn-Queens girls’ basketball on Jan 3.  
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

Reid’s 30-point 
night leads Lions 

Wint goes to Ohio State 

Lincoln, Robeson 
biggest threats to 
champ Jefferson

Continued on page 55

Continued on page 55
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“Going to different camps and see-
ing how I matched up with some of the 
great athletes, I saw I could compete 
with [Temple], so deep down I knew I 
deserved more for myself,” he said.

Wint is one of New York City’s top 
players and Courier Life’s All-Brook-
lyn First Team selection. 

He made 69 tackles during the regu-
lar season and had two fumble recov-
eries and an interception to help Eras-
mus reach its second-straight Public 
School Athletic League City confer-
ence title game. 

He runs a 4.6-second 40-yard dash 
and won a city championship in 2012. 
Erasmus has sent 11 players to Divi-
sion-I schools since 2009 (expect a dozen 
when Darren Wesley heads to Rhode 
Island or Eastern Illinois soon).

The 5-foot-11, 187-pound Wint 
played linebacker in high school, but 
Ohio State is considering moving him 
to strong safety to fi ll a spot, he said.

Poor performance nearly limited 
him to junior college, but Wint buck-
led down, his coach said.

“The magnitude of the jump was in-
credible,” said coach Danny Landberg. 
“That is a tribute to his work ethic. I 
didn’t expect him to change the way he 
changed. This time last year we didn’t 
have any offers.”

And playing college ball while 
earning a degree isn’t the end for Wint 
— it’s the beginning.

“I wanted to do better for my fam-
ily,” he said. “Get them out of Brook-
lyn.”

B GM BR

but his driving layup with 28 seconds 
tied the score at 65–65 to set up Jeffer-
son’s last-minute defensive stand. Ju-
nior forward Malachi Faison added 
15 points and was a force on the offen-
sive glass. Both had big games, but the 
Orange Wave’s defense ultimately de-
cided the match.

The Royals (13–7) managed to keep 
pace in the back-and-forth game — no 
team led by more than six through-
out the match. Jefferson countered 
by slowing down Alvarado (13 points) 
and kept shooting guard Jared Rivers 
in check. Forwards Tracy Cleckley (18 
points) and Tyrone Cohen (16 points) 
both hurt the Orange Wave on the of-
fensive glass, but Pollard was pleased 
overall.

“We ran a few schemes at those 
guys, and it worked out great,” the 
coach said. “We took Jose out of the 
game and we rotated. We followed the 
defensive strategies, and we played it 
to a tee in the late four minutes.”

Continued from page 53 

JEFFERSON

thing that went on with Rutgers 
— the commitment, the de-commit-
ment and everything — was tough 
on him.”

The 6-foot-4 Mack is the reign-
ing Brooklyn Courier All-Brook-
lyn Player of the Year after helping 
Grand Street claim its fi rst Public 
School Athletic League city champi-
onship — and an undefeated season. 
He had 66 receptions for 1,210 yards 
and 16 touchdowns, including two 
in the title game. University of Con-
necticut, Syracuse, and Penn State 
were also courting him.

Philip, an All-Brooklyn First 
Team selection, made 73 tackles, col-
lected four interceptions, and scored 
a defensive touchdown last year. Bah 
excelled in his fi rst season with the 
Wolves — after transferring from 
Holy Cross — with 33 catches for 727 

yards and 10 scores. The trio signing 
was a perfect cap to all of it. 

“Unbelievable,” Philip said. “A 
wonderful feeling. We all put the 
hard work in from August summer-
time to here. The hard work pays 
off. This year has been everything 
I dreamed of in senior year — win-
ning a championship, going unde-
feated, able to sign to a D1 college.”

Bah made up his mind to stick 
with Rutgers the night before, want-
ing to be a part of what Ash builds 
there. He struggled to sleep that 
night, but said he can rest easier 
now, believing he made the right 
choice.

“I like the whole vibe that [Ash] 
brought in — the new coaching staff, 
the whole new offense,” Bah said. “I 
see myself doing well at it.” 

No one can predict what the fu-
ture holds for the trio, but Eugene 
is certain they deserve the good 
starts.

“They earned it,” the coach said.

Continued from page 53 

GRAND STREET

formance at home, Williams said.
“Sometimes you’ve got to lose in 

order to understand what is to win,” 
the coach said.

An active and physical Lions de-
fense made Hilltoppers stars Danielle 
Patterson and Jasmine Brunson work 
for each of their 26 and 23 respective 
points. Mary Louis (12–6, 3–3) went 
more than fi ve minutes without a fi eld 
goal in the fourth quarter. The 14–4 
run put the Lions up 64–50 with 5:12 to 

play in the game.
“We limited Danielle’s touches,” 

Williams said.
Lynette Taitt had 15 points, seven 

rebounds, and fi ve steals for Lough-
lin (16–6, 5–3), and Billings-Harrison 
chipped in 10 points. Courtney Mc-
Cool added 13 points for Mary Louis, 
which has lost its last three league 
games. Loughlin believes it has 
righted its ship, and the Hilltoppers 
are still looking to do the same.

“We need to get come momentum 
going,” Patterson said. “It’s a loss. You 
got to learn from it, but also you have 
to learn to move on from it.”

Continued from page 54 

ERASMUS

FROM BROOKLYN TO BUCKEYE: Wint, sign-
ing his National Letter of Intent to play at 
Ohio State, has played football since he was 
9. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Continued from page 54 

LOUGHLIN

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
New York City’s uncontested best 
high-school baller is ready for the 
next step.

Thomas Jefferson’s Shamorie 
Ponds is embracing his commitment 
to St. John’s, and he’s starting to show 
it. The guard’s on-court prowess is no 
secret — Entertainment and Sports 
Programming Network named him 
the nation’s No. 36 recruit, and he’s 
averaging 28.4 points, 6.7 rebounds, 
and 5.6 assists per game. Ponds net-
ted a game-high 29 points to help the 
Orange Wave beat powerhouse Christ 
the King 68–65 on Feb. 6.

But his post-game demeanor 
speaks volumes about how he’ll han-
dle playing at the next level. Fans 
mobbed him after the win over Christ 
the King, taking pictures and asking 
for him to sign autographs. He took it 
all in stride.

“It’s fun, but it could be annoying 
sometimes, but I just do it,” Ponds 
said.

Ponds understands what he’s be-
come around New York City. He is 
willing to handle the responsibly 
that comes with being the face of 
high-school basketball in the fi ve bor-
oughs and the face of St. John’s No. 
17-ranked recruiting class. 

That group recently added Ger-
man sharpshooter Richard Freuden-
berg to go along with former Ken-
nedy guard Bashir Ahmed, partial 
qualifi er Marcus LoVett Jr. and Ten-
nessee transfer Tariq Owens — all 

people Ponds is excited to share the 
court with.

“That’s some good additions,” 
Ponds said. “I feel we are going to 
have a good shot next year.”

Shamorie Ponds 
managing his 

growing star power

MASS APPEAL: St. John’s-bound guard 
Shamorie Ponds scored 29 — before sign-
ing autographs.  Photo by Robert Cole

BIG DOG: Jefferson coach Lawrence “Bud” 
Pollard barks instructions from the bench. 
 Photo by Robert Cole
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STK# 526875

$3,9002001 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

BASE 4DR WAGON 122,005 MILES
STK# 772420

$14,4002004 JEEP WRANGLER

SPORT 4WD 2DR SUV / MANUAL 5-SPEED 77,806 MILES
STK# 463137

$10,9992012 NISSAN ALTIMA

2.5 S 4DR SEDAN 77,828 MILES

STK# 128593

$13,4992004 LEXUS LS 430

BASE 4DR SEDAN 91,633 MILES
STK# 631081

$6,499 2007 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

TOURING 4DR WAGON 77,609 MILES
STK# 343234

$6,4952004 NISSAN QUEST

3.5 SL 4DR MINI-VAN 66,148 MILES

STK# 174183

$11,2002007 TOYOTA AVALON

LIMITED 4DR SEDAN 93,639 MILES
STK# 169888

 $13,9992014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

SXT 4DR MINI-VAN 89,526 MILES
STK# 313091

$19,999 2014 FORD MUSTANG

V6 PREMIUM 2DR COUPE 12,307 MILES

STK# 354294

$6,4992004 NISSAN QUEST

SE 4DR MINIVAN 99,250 MILES
STK# 039764

$13,1002007 LEXUS RX350

AWD 4DR SUV 123,060 MILES
STK# 549468

$4,9992004 HONDA CIVIC

EX 4 DR SEDAN  125,352 MILES

CHECK OUT OUR FULL INVENTORY
WWW.CONEYANDVAUTOSALES.COM



$600SAVE UP 
TO

ON
SELECT

STEARNS & FOSTER®

MATTRESSES

WAS $499 
FIRM -51174051-Q PLUSH -51174151-Q 

$19997 SAVE $300

Firm Plush

Firm or Plush Queen
 Mattress*

u Trust us... with your TVs & Electronics...

th your Mattress.
$600SAVE UP 

TO
ON

SELECT

SEALY POSTUREPEDIC® PREMIER HYBRID
ADJUSTABLE MATTRESSES 

$400UP 
TO

ON
REFLEXION® 

ADJUSTABLE BASES

$200UP 
TO

ON SELECT
SEALY POSTUREPEDIC® 

PREMIER HYBRID MATTRESSES

PLUS

ELIVERY, SET-UP 
D REMOVAL
tearns & Foster, And Tempur-Pedic Mattresses

RED.  6 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING ON PURCHASES OF ALL MATTRESSES UP TO $999, 12 MONTHS ON 
SES OF $3,500-$4,499, 48 MONTHS ON PURCHASES OF $4,500-$5,999 AND 60 MONTHS ON PURCHASES OF 

 Purchases       VALID 2/12/16 - 2/18/16

THS SPECIAL 
FINANCING6

*MATTRESS ONLY. BOX SPRING SOLD SEPARATELY.



†Discounts deducted from P.C. Richard & Son New Low Price offers, cannot be combined with any other P.C. Richard & Son promotion. Percent discounts, shall not apply to and exclude: Computers, Monitors, Printers, Tablets, eReaders, Prepaid Cards, Video Game Consoles, Apple, Designer Appliances, select Polk, 
Klipsch, Weber Grills, Bose, Samsung TV’s, Sony TV’s, GE Cafe & GE profile Appliances, prior sales, dealers, clearances, special sale items, P.C. Richard & Son Gift Cards, or competitive ads. We reserve the right to limit quantities. ††If within 30 days of your purchase from P.C. Richard & Son you should see a lower advertised price 
from any “Brick and Mortar” or “Authorized Online” retailer, we will gladly mail you a check for 100% of the difference. Only retailers that are designated by the manufacturer as authorized shall be considered to qualify within this policy. Our Low Price Guarantee applies to all brand new merchandise with the exact model number. 
Excludes: going out of business sales, one-of-a-kinds, limited quantities, discontinued items, installations, delivery, rebates, extended service, financing, free giveaways and bundle offers (See Store For Details). Effective 10/12. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, 
Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Not responsible for photographic or typographical errors. © 2016 P.C. RICHARD & SON

20 N.Y.C. LOCATIONS LICENSED BY N.Y.C. DEPT. OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS • UNION SQUARE-Lic#934189/934185 • UPPER EAST SIDE-Lic#1022314/1022315 • BAY PLAZA-Lic#1007888/1007892 • FORDHAM RD-Lic#1127414/1127412 • ATLANTIC AVE-Lic#987568/987569 
• CHELSEA-Lic#1180079/1179908 • UPPER WEST SIDE-Lic#1180082/1179904 • BAY RIDGE-Lic#900095/900094 • BENSONHURST-Lic#899797/899889 • FLATBUSH AVE-Lic#899795/899881 • KINGS HWY-Lic#899791/899884 • RALPH AVE-Lic#900096/899888 • ASTORIA L.I. CITY-Lic#899793/899882 

• BAYSIDE-Lic#899792/899883 • FOREST HILLS-Lic#899790/899885 • OZONE PARK-Lic#899796/899886 • REGO PARK-Lic#899789/899880 • WOODSIDE-Lic#1127420/1127419 • COLLEGE POINT-Lic#1314731/11317281 • STATEN ISLAND-Lic#1253639/1253311

REFRIGERATORS

17.5 CU. FT. TOP FREEZER 
REFRIGERATOR
• Spill Proof Glass Shelves
 -GTE18GTHWW  

22.7 CU. FT. 
STAINLESS STEEL 
FRENCH DOOR 
REFRIGERATOR
• Internal Water Dispenser 
• Factory Installed Ice Maker
 -GNS23GSHSS  

22.1 CU. FT. 
STAINLESS STEEL 
COUNTER DEPTH 
FRENCH DOOR 
REFRIGERATOR
• Hot Water Dispenser 
• Showcase LED Lighting
 -CYE22TSHSS  

COUNTER 
DEPTH

DISHWASHERS•

FULL CONSOLE DISHWASHER
 -WDF760SADW  

FULLY INTEGRATED STAINLESS STEEL 
DISHWASHER -WDT720PADM  

FULL CONSOLE DISHWASHER
 -MDB4949SDH  

FULLY INTEGRATED STAINLESS STEEL 
DISHWASHER -MDB5969SDM  

PRICE TOO 
LOW TO SHOW

PRICE TOO 
LOW TO SHOW

PRICE TOO 
LOW TO SHOW

PRICE TOO 
LOW TO SHOW

PRICE TOO 
LOW TO SHOW

PRICE TOO 
LOW TO SHOW

PRICE TOO 
LOW TO SHOW

2. ALL SPECIAL FINANCING OFFERS:  SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.  6 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL OTHER PURCHASES 
    MADE WITH YOUR P.C. RICHARD & SON CREDIT CARD THROUGH 12/31/16.
2. 1 YEAR SPECIAL FINANCING ON PURCHASES OF ALL SAMSUNG, LG AND SONY TVS $995-$1,994 AND 2 YEARS ON PURCHASES OF ALL SAMSUNG, LG AND SONY TVS $1,995 AND UP.
7. ALL GE, GE CAFE, GE PROFILE & HOTPOINT, MAYTAG & WHIRLPOOL DISCOUNTS LIMITED TO 10%. EXCLUDES GE MONOGRAM.

PRICES SLASHED... TOO LOW TO SHOW7

VISIT ONE OF OUR 66 SHOWROOMS OR 
PCRICHARD.COM    FOR THE GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES

††


