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BY COLIN MIXSON
They’ve had it up to here!

The city must complete 
coastal resiliency projects 
it has been promising since 
Hurricane Sandy, locals 
said after Manhattan Beach 
and Sheepshead Bay streets 
fl ooded on Feb. 8 and 9. The 
same factors that raised 

Hurricane Sandy’s deluge 
to biblical proportions — a 
slow-moving storm, unfor-
tunately timed high tides, 
and a full moon — tempo-
rarily turned Emmons Av-
enue and Shore Boulevard 
into canals. The latest inun-
dation is proof the city must 
shore up its shorefront be-

fore a more serious storm 
hits, one resident said.

“It’s been three years 
since Sandy, and politi-
cians come and say, ‘We’ll 
do this — we’ll do that,’ but 
nothing’s ever done,” said 
Manhattan Beacher Robert 
Gevertzman, whose Lang-

BY LAUREN GILL
This case really depends on your 
point of view!

A condominium building ris-
ing in Brooklyn Bridge Park is 
blocking protected vistas of the 
historic bridge — and its devel-
oper secured the city’s okay to 
do so by using sketchy measure-
ments in its plans, alleges a new 
lawsuit from local preservation-
ists backed by Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Boerum Hill).

“We’re accusing them of im-
properly drawing the lines and 
mistaking the law and regula-
tions,” said Jeffrey Baker, at-
torney for local civic group the 
Brooklyn Heights Association 
and activists Save the View Now, 
which  already lost a suit  arguing 
 a different part of development is 
too tall  last year.

The rabble-rousers now allege 
Toll Brothers Real Estate fi led 
plans for its controversial Pier-
house complex on Furman Street 
that put the so-called Brooklyn 
Heights Scenic View District — 
a vantage of the Brooklyn Bridge 
from the Heights Promenade 
that has to be kept clear — in the 
wrong place, allowing it to build 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Efforts to fi ll Sunset Park’s 
massive sinkhole are leav-
ing an area business owner 
with a sinking feeling.

Heavy machinery that 
city workers are using to 
fi ll the 20-foot chasm has 
cracked the merchant’s 
walls and loosened a front 
window — and now she 

fears there will be a second 
cave-in.

“What if my front win-
dow falls out when some-
one is sitting there?” said 
the owner of Parkview 
Terrace Accounting, who 
asked not to be named. 
“They have to send an en-
gineer to check it out, and 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10

Country comedy 
duo’s risque play

BY COLIN MIXSON
These girls put the “O” in coun-
try!

Brooklyn’s sauciest country 
comedy crooners, the music duo 
Reformed Whores, will tell jokes 
and sing risque tunes at a pair 
of upcoming shows on Feb. 14 
and 15. The droll dames from Di-
xie will play songs about sex and 
bad romance at “The Rejection 
Show’s Heartbreak Haven” at Lit-
tlefi eld on Valentine’s Day, and 
then host a music video-release 
party at Union Hall on Feb. 15 for 
their new song “Eating Out.”

“You can guess what that one’s 
about,” said Marie Anderson, a 
Fort Greene resident who sings 
and plays ukulele for Reformed 
Whores.

The night will also offer a 
sneak peek at the band’s upcom-
ing second album “Don’t Beat 
Around the Bush,” subtitled 
“Songs that Hit the Spot.” At 
the release party, the pair will 

Continued on page 5
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WORRIED SICK: Robert 
Gevertzman is tired of wor-
rying about fl ooding three 
years after Hurricane San-
dy.

FLIRTY AND DIRTY: Marie Cecile Anderson and Katy Frame are the Reformed Whores, a country music duo that sings 
fi lthily funny songs about sex and dating. They will release their music video “Eating Out” at Union Hall on Feb. 15. 
 Mindy Tucker 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
This store combines two 
things with bounce under 
one roof.

A new Bushwick empo-
rium is hawking sexy under-
wear for curvy ladies along-
side trendy sneakers — a 
combination the store owner 
says just makes sense.

“Sneakers are sexy, 
sporty, and a little bit edgy,” 
said Laura Henny, founder 
of the Rack Shack, which 
will celebrate its new Cen-
tral Avenue storefront at a 
boozy Feb. 12 bash. “I love to 
wear sneakers with garters 
and high-thigh pantyhose.”

Henny — a self-pro-
claimed lingerie and run-
ning-shoe enthusiast — de-
cided to create the store 
after moving to the Bor-
ough of Kings from her na-
tive Amsterdam four years 
ago, only to fi nd there was 
a drought of foxy undergar-
ments for women above a 
certain cup size. 

She was shocked that 
mainstream lingerie outlets 
in such a diverse city only 
sold bland, neutral-colored 
bras in her size, banishing 
her to browse fun and fl irty 

items from online boutiques 
where she was unable to get 
properly fi tted.

“I thought, ‘In New York 
you must have so many dif-
ferent women in different 
sizes, you must have all the 
choices in the world,’ ” she 
said. “Then I came here and 
that’s actually not the case.”

Henny left her day job as 
manager of popular neigh-
borhood eatery Bushwick’s 
Living Room to pursue her 
dream of helping women of 
every cup size feel both com-
fortable and sexy. And while 
she was at it, she decided 
to include her passion for 

sporty footwear in the mix.
She eventually hopes to 

amass enough stock so that 
she can coordinate the sneak-
ers with the underwear.

“I would love to make a 
lookbook of girls from the 
neighborhood, real women 
wearing the lingerie paired 
with the sneakers,” said 
Henny. “That is still a proj-
ect that I’m working on.”

The Rack Shack’s offi -
cial opening celebration [155 
Central Ave. between Wil-
loughby Avenue and Suy-
dam Street, (347) 915–0248, 
www.therackshackbk.com]. 
Feb. 12, 4–9 pm. 

SHACKING UP: The Rack Shack on Central Avenue is Bushwick’s 
one-stop-shop for lacey undergarments and sporty footwear. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

ONE-STOP SHOPPING: Laura Henny created the Rack Shack to sell both sexy underwear and sneak-
ers. Photo by Jason Speakman

Finally! Bushwick 
store sells lingerie 
… and sneakers
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BY COLIN MIXSON
The mayor wants to build 
a $2.5-billion trolley line 
between Sunset Park and 
Queens, hopping aboard a 
proposal put together by 
developers and businesses 
along the suggested route.

But the plan is about more 
than just commerce, Hiz-
zoner claims — the so-called 
Brooklyn Queens Connector 
would connect communities 
in subway-starved areas 
along the waterfront.

“The BQX has the poten-
tial to change the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of New 
Yorkers,” DeBlasio said dur-
ing his annual State of the City 
speech last Thursday night.

The plan to bring trol-
ley dodging back to the Bor-
ough of Kings is  reportedly  
the work of an organization 
calling itself Friends of the 
Brooklyn Queens Connector, 
backed by Dumbo developer 
Two Trees — which is cur-
rently  erecting high-rises  at 
the old Domino sugar factory 
in Williamsburg — as well as 
other real-estate, business, 

and community interests.
 The pitch  is still light on 

details, but the mayor’s press 
offi ce says it wants to install 
tracks on existing streets in 
Red Hook, Dumbo, Cobble 
Hill, Downtown, Williams-
burg, and Greenpoint. 

Under the current plan, 
straphangers would be able 
to use the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
ticket system to pay and a 
fare would cost the same as 
a subway swipe — at least 

according to former traffi c 
commissioner “Gridlock” 
Sam Schwartz, whose en-
gineering fi rm is working 
for Friends of the Brooklyn 
Queens Connector.

The group champion-
ing the streetcar funded 
the study and proposal, but 
the city would have to pay 
for the multi-billion-dollar 
system itself — the Mayor 
claims taxes generated by 
increased property values 
along the route will cover 

the costs.  
The entire thing would 

involve several years of 
planning and negotiations 
with local communities, 
the mayor’s offi ce says — 
construction wouldn’t be-
gin until at least 2019 and 
it would be at least 2024 
before the system is up 
and running, by which 
time DeBlasio will be long 
gone from City Hall.

 The man who hopes 
to be mayor by then , Bor-
ough President Adams, 
said he supports the plan 
in principle — but also re-

called the  long-stalled  plans 
for a subway line connecting 
the seriously transit-starved 
neighborhood of Marine Park 
to Williamsburg, which  De-
Blasio was lauding less than 
a year ago.  

“The Brooklyn Queens 
Connector, like bus rapid 
transit and the Utica Avenue 
subway line, is an innovative 
and laudable project that fi ts 
into our shared vision for a 
better connected borough and 
city,” said the Beep.

DeBlasio pushing Brooklyn–Queens waterfront trolley 

BY COLIN MIXSON
A cadre of Southern Brook-
lyn politicians is slamming 
Mayor DeBlasio’s  $2.5 billion 
plan to build a streetcar route 
along Brooklyn’s hip water-
front neighborhoods , saying 
the city’s leader needs to stop 
lavishing money on “pie-in-
the-sky” luxuries while com-
muters in Southern Brooklyn 
languish.

“We’re not asking for a 
fancy street car, we’re not ask-
ing for pie-in-the-sky ideas and 
luxury items, we’re asking for 
service that was taken from 
the people of Southern Brook-
lyn, and we’re fi ghting for that 
to be restored,” said Council-
man Mark Treyger, referring 
to F train express service cut 

years ago  he’s called on offi -
cials to resurrect . “Lets focus 
on the nuts and bolts of basic 
governance.”

Councilmen Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay) 
and Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge), state Sen. Diane Savino 
(D–Coney Island), and assem-
bly members William Colton 
(D–Bensonhurst) and Pamela 
Harris (D–Coney Island) have 

BY COLIN MIXSON
His cable car has just come 
in!

Mayor DeBlasio  wants 
to bring trolley dodging 
back to Brooklyn  for the 
fi rst time since the 1950s, 
and no one is more ex-
cited about it than legend-
ary Flatbush engineer and 
transit geek Bob Diamond, 
who has been trying to get 
the city to do just that for 
more than 20 years.

“I think it’s really impor-
tant for the future growth 
and prosperity of New 
York City that the mayor 
and other elects work to 
bring back a streetcar net-
work,” said Diamond, who 
has been laboring to build 

a streetcar system linking 
Red Hook with Downtown 
since 1989.

Diamond’s dream was 
originally city-sanctioned, 
and he lay some tracks in 
Red Hook and purchased 
several vintage streetcars to 
ride them, only for the city 
to cut off funding in 1999. 

 The Bloomberg admin-
istration became inter-
ested again in 2009 , but  put 
the kibosh on his fantasy 
altogether in 2011 , follow-
ing  a Department of Trans-
portation study  — widely 
circulated online again in 
recent days — that found 
the streetcar would serve 
relatively few people for 

WHAT THE F?: Councilman Mark 
Treyger wants the mayor to rein-
state the express F train in addi-
tion to the street car.

Mayor’s streetcar desire

All aboard for tram controversy!

OH, JAY THERE: This publicity image envisages a streetcar on Jay Street 
Downtown. Friends of the Brooklyn Queens Connector

Pols: First fi x 
our subways 

Cable car historian says 
his dream is coming true

BY COLIN MIXSON
It is a streetcar named 
quagmire.

A trolley along the 
Brooklyn waterfront 
would be a $2.5-bil-
lion gift to develop-
ers, likely providing a 
sluggish service that 
few straphangers will 
actually use, warns a 
public transit advocate 
who was also a top po-
litical honcho in Port-
land, Ore. when a simi-
lar service was taking 
off there.

“Most streetcar proj-
ects in the U.S. provide 
slow, unreliable ser-
vice that does not serve 
many people,” said 
David Bragdon,  who 
served as president 
of the area’s regional 
Metro Council from 
2003 to 2010, and now 
heads Transit Center, 
a foundation that funds 
and advocates for pub-
lic transit projects in 
New York. “We don’t 
want New York City to 
repeat the mistakes of 
other places and spend 
$2.5 billion if the result 
is not useful transpor-
tation for riders.”

 In the days since 
Mayor DeBlasio an-
nounced his plan to 
construct a streetcar 
from Sunset Park to 
Queens , pols and me-
dia commentators have 
repeatedly cited the 
West Coast hipster en-
claves’ tram service 
— the first modern-
day streetcar system 
in the country when it 
launched in 2001 — as a 

model of success.
But Bragdon says 

the Stumptown cable 
car —  which claims to 
cart around 15,000 peo-
ple every day, though 
its operators have 
been caught  dramati-
cally inflating  rider-
ship figures in the 
past — is  regarded by 
locals  as slow and er-
ratic, as are  many   oth-
ers  across the country 
that have followed in 
its tracks. 

“I lived right on the 
streetcar line, across 
the street from a stop, 
but I rarely rode it be-
cause I could  walk 
most places faster ,” 
said Bragdon, who 
first moved across the 
country to work for the 
Bloomberg administra-
tion. 

DeBlasio claims 
his so-called Brook-
lyn-Queens Connector 
would shuttle 24,500 
straphangers along 
the waterfront every 
week day — compared 
to the 125,000 who ride 
the G train every day. 
Around 30,000 commut-
ers currently ride wa-
terfront bus services, 
but those all hook up to 
Manhattan-bound sub-
way stops — many of 
which are struggling 
with rush-hour over-
crowding — while the 
mayor’s vague route 
appears to connect 
with only a few,  Transit 
Center said in a recent 
blog post slamming the 
idea .  

Transit guru: 
Streetcars stink

TRIP CITY: The Portland Streetcar is being lauded as a suc-
cess that New York should follow, but a transit advocate 
says Brooklyn doesn’t need one.
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
A quick-thinking Sea 
Gate police offi cer saved a 
5-month-old’s life when the 
infant had an allergic reac-
tion to baby formula.

A grateful father said the 
offi cer who saved his daugh-
ter’s life two weeks ago is 
far more than a hero now.

“I told him ‘You are fam-
ily now,’ ” Victor Tatarkin 
said.

Sgt. Fred Manney walked 
into a harrowing situation 
when he responded to a call 
of a 5-month-old having dif-
fi culty breathing at 9:44 
am on Jan. 25, he said. The 
child was completely unre-
sponsive when Manney ar-
rived, and that’s when the 

former corrections offi cer’s 
years of training kicked in, 
he said.

“You just know what 
to do,” said Manney. “I’ve 
never had to work on any-
one this young, but you’re 
trained so many times that 
all the training falls into 
place and you get positive 
results.”

An initial attempt to re-
suscitate the youth failed, 
so Manney called an ambu-
lance, put an ice pack under 
the baby’s back, and started 
cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation again — a method he 
said he learned during time 
in the Army — according to 
a police report.

“The ice pack will stim-

ulate the system,” Manney 
said. “It’s not normal, so the 
hope is it will shock the per-
son into breathing — and it 
worked.”

But they were not out of 
the woods yet — Manney ra-
dioed the rest of Sea Gate’s 
on-duty offi cers to keep Nep-
tune Avenue clear for the re-
sponding ambulance.

Two cops kept the 
stairs clear and grabbed 
all of the food and medi-
cation the baby took in 
the last day so doctors 
could test for allergens, 
he said. The baby arrived 
at the hospital without 
incident and Manney at-
tributes that to the Sea 
Gate force’s teamwork 

more than his own hero-
ism, he said.

“Each of the fi ve offi -
cers on duty that day outdid 
themselves — the teamwork 
was so crisp and coordi-
nated,” he said. “This chief 

has pushed training, train-
ing, training, and it all paid 
off that day.”

The Sea Gate Police De-
partment — a private, New 
York Police Department-
sanctioned force of state 

peace offi cers — will honor 
Manney and offi cers Nick 
Shwartz, Tommy Shulz, 
Vincent Giadiello, Joe Pas-
cone Jr., and cadet Elijah 
Santos  at a ceremony on 
Feb. 15.

Hero cop saves choking tot who had 
an allergic reaction to baby formula

PROUD FATHER: Victor Tatarkin, right, called Sgt. Fred Manney “family” after the Sea Gate police of-
fi cer saved his daughter Mikaela’s life when she had an allergic reaction on Jan. 25. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Oh baby!
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preview some of the new 
songs, including “Hump-
A-Lot Bear,” “Willy for a 
Day,” and “Whorny.”

Anderson, a Nashville 
native, and bandmate Katy 
Frame, who hails from 
Maryland and now lives in 
Greenpoint, met fi ve years 
ago at a mutual friend’s 
birthday party in New York 
City. The then-aspiring ac-
tresses decided to form a 
band after learning of their 
shared musical interests, 
said Anderson.

“Katy said, ‘I play the 
accordion,’ and I said, ‘I 
play the ukulele,’ and we 
said, ‘Let’s start a band!’ ” 
Anderson recalled.

The girls, who were 
inspired in equal part 
by country legend Dolly 
Parton and Jack Black’s 
rock-comedy project Tena-
cious D, did not set out to 
start a comedy band, but 
found it was more fun to 
roast their love lives than 
mourn them, according to 
Frame.

“We really fell into the 
comedy music thing ass-
backwards,” she said. “We 
were inspired by our pa-
thetic love lives, and when we 
started writing about those 
things, we found it was more 
fun to make them funny than 
traumatic and sad.”

The Dixie duo’s on-
stage antics include bouts 
of witty banter between 
songs, in homage to classic 
country acts like Parton 

and June Carter Cash, said 
Anderson.

“We just loved kind of 
the parallel between coun-
try music and comedy,” 
said the girl from Nashville. 
“Country artists are known 
for having great stage ban-
ter, so we’re always telling 
jokes between songs.”

Reformed Whores play at 
the Rejection Show Valentine 
Day’s Heartbreak Heaven at 
Littlefi eld 622 Degraw St. be-
tween Third and Fourth ave-
nues in Gowanus, www.little-
fi eldnyc.com). Feb. 14 at 7 pm. 
$12 ($10 in advance).

Video release party at 
Union Hall [702 Union St. 
between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, www.
unionhallny.com, (718) 638–
4400] Feb. 15 at 8 pm. $8 ($6 
in advance).

the price tag and would be 
diffi cult to squeeze into Red 
Hook’s streets. 

Diamond believes the 
review was set up to fail, 
however, because the city 
wanted to fund more buses 
at the time. 

“To be perfectly frank, 
it’s been a laughing stock in 
the transit community since 
it came out,” claimed Dia-
mond, who also poured his 
efforts into running tours 
through an abandoned train 
tunnel he found under At-
lantic Avenue,  until trans-
portation offi cials killed that 
dream in 2010 as well .

The armchair transit 
expert still contends that 
streetcars exceed busses in 
every way that matters — 
creating less pollution, con-
suming less energy, accom-
modating more passengers, 

and promoting development 
along their routes. 

“Streetcars are superior 
to busses on every level and 
in every category of metric,” 
he said.

Now the city has a leader 
who is enthusiastically on 
board the streetcar revival, 
Diamond — who says he has 
written seven or eight books 

on the subject — says his one 
remaining hope is that he is 
included.

“I’m bored, so if I can 
help them in any way, I’m all 
ready to do that,” he said. 

“I need something to 
do since the tunnel tours 
got shut down, and there’s 
only so many books you can 
write.”

www.bayridgeloans.org

NEED 
A LOAN?
bayridgeloans.org

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-934-6809

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2015.

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn   718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

COUNTRY
Continued from page 1

DIAMOND
Continued from page 3

TRAIN IN VAIN: Bob Diamond, who has been pushing for a trolley 
system for years, stands with a relic from Brooklyn’s heyday.  
 File photo
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Shirley Temples anyone?

Community Board 15 is pushing 
the state to deny an Oxford Street cafe 
a wine and beer license, because the 
coffee-and-pastry parlor is too close 
to area schools and may encourage 
underage drinking. An owner be-
gan converting the building into a 
restaurant in 2011, but  met fi erce op-
position amid fears the joint would 
attract rowdy co-eds from nearby 
Kingsborough Community College . 
He fi nally opened three months ago, 
and said he doesn’t understand why 
neighbors are so prudish.

“The board was giving me a hard 
time — they complain about every-
thing, didn’t want me to build this 
restaurant,” said Roman Midyany, 
who owns Chillax Cafe with wife 
Viktoriya. “I don’t want know why 
the board is against me.”

But local leaders fear the hypo-
thetical watering hole’s proxim-

ity to the college and co-located 
Leon Goldstein High School will 
drive pupils to replace Proust with 
“prost.”

“Why should you put temptation 
in the face of young people?” said 
board chairwoman Theresa Scavo.

The Midyanys only plan to break 
out the booze on weekends and after 
6 pm on weekdays — in deference to 
neighbors worried about underage, 
under-the-infl uence undergrads, 
Viktoriya said.

“We are respectful to our neigh-
bors,” she said. “We are not plan-
ning that at all — to sell alcohol dur-
ing school hours.”

The state prohibits restaurants 
from selling liquor within 200 feet of 
schools, but the law doesn’t apply to 
places that only sell wine and beer, 
according to the New York State Li-
quor Authority.

Community groups  pledged to 
battle alcohol license applications 

back in 2011 when the Midyanys 
started building the restaurant , and 
Councilman Chaim Deutsch (D–
Manhattan Beach) recently wrote 
the state a letter opposing the appli-
cation citing proximity to schools 
and a prevalence of underage area 
motorists.

“The vast majority of motorists 
and pedestrians in that section of 
Manhattan Beach are affi liated 
with the schools, and they are over-
whelmingly minors,” Deutsch said.

The owners want to work with 
the board, Viktoriya said.

“We live here, and we work here, 
and we want to be part of our com-
munity,” she said.

But Roman vowed to keep busi-
ness chugging along in the face of 
opposition.

“I will not close out the business,” 
he said. “I’m not going to give up 
on my business because the board 
wants me to.”

BY DENNIS LYNCH
It’s across-the-board support.

Council is demanding the 
city landmark Coney Island’s 
Reiglemann Boardwalk, even 
though the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission previ-
ously deemed it unworthy, 
according to a resolution intro-
duced on Feb. 5. The city must 
protect relics in the neighbor-
hood  poised for growth , ac-
cording to the councilman 
leading the charge. 

“We have already lost no-
table historic structures in 
our community to develop-
ment because of our city’s 
sluggish landmarking sys-
tem,” said Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island).

The pol pushed the desig-
nation in late 2014,  trying to 
block the Parks Department’s 
efforts to replace the prom-
enade’s storied planks with 
concrete , but the commission 
denied him on grounds that 
the 2.5-mile-long stretch had 
already been altered too much 
— and that Coney Island’s 
most historically signifi cant 
period was before the city built 
the Boardwalk in 1923.

Parks offi cials are in the 
midst of replacing much of 
walkway’s lumber with plas-
tic planks and a concrete 
emergency-vehicle lane.

Landmarking could pre-
vent the Boardwalk from be-
coming a sidewalk, accord-
ing to a councilman who 
co-sponsored the resolution.

“In addition to granting 
the Boardwalk the historical 
distinction that it has earned, 
designating it as a landmark 
will also prevent any further 
altering of its nature,” said 
Councilman Chaim Deutsch 
(D–Brighton Beach).

A total 49 of 50 Council 
members have signed on 
to the resolution. Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viver-
ito did not do so as a matter of 
protocol, but she supports the 
effort, a spokeswoman said.

Landmark supporters in-
clude Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
(D–Coney Island), Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer, Borough 
President Adams, state Sen. 
Diane Savino (D–Coney Is-
land), and Assemblywoman 
Pam Harris (D–Coney Is-
land).

Fearing underage drinking, local panel fi ghts 
Manhattan Beach bar’s beer license application

A CONCRETE SOLUTION: Pols want to landmark the Boardwalk to pre-
vent the Parks Department from replacing the promenade’s wooden 
planks with a concrete sidewalk.  File photo by Elizabeth Graham

WHY SO DRY?: Roman Midyany, co-owner of Chillax Cafe in Manhattan Beach, doesn’t understand why the community board is 
fi ghting his beer license application. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

TEETODDLERS

On board!
Council backing push to 

landmark Boardwalk
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY LAUREN GILL
If the boat’s not a-rockin’, 
they’ll come a-knockin’!

The  new marina  cur-
rently taking shape off 
Pier 5 in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park will sport a high-tech 
system to tame the treach-
erous waters of the East 
River, whose choppy seas 
often discourage boaters 
from dropping anchor in 
the city, according to the 
berth’s honcho.

“A lot of boats that come 
through New York don’t like 
docking here because a lot 
of the waves are very diffi -
cult,” said general manager 
Tim O’Brien, who grew up 
boating in Cape Cod and 
now lives in Park Slope.

The boat parking lot — 
New York’s fi rst in 25 years 
— will sport fl oating docks 
tethered to heavy concrete 
anchors via bungee-style 
elastic cords, rather than 
the standard approach of 

driving rods into the sea-
bed, according to O’Brien. 

The set-up, popular in 
Florida and Asia, creates 
an artifi cial seawall that 
blocks wakes from passing 
boats and ferries, bouncing 
their waves back to the salt-
water tidal strait instead of 
disturbing the docked ves-
sels, according to the skip-
per.  

“The idea is that when 
the waves come through 
and impact the dock, it’ll re-
fl ect a lot of the wave energy 
back out,” said O’Brien. 

Smaller crafts will still 
have to evacuate the ma-
rina during really bad 
storms, O’Brien says, but 
the structure itself will 
be able to stand up to huge 
waves, because marina 
operators can loosen and 
tighten the tethers to with-
stand more impact. 

“It’s an interesting feat 
of engineering, it really is 

quite impressive,” he said. 
The marina is set to open 

in May, and sailors will 
have to shell out between 
$10,692 and $145,800 to rent 
one of the berth’s 102 slips 
for the summer, depending 
on the size of their boat. The 
facility will also host a sail-
ing club —  which launched 
last May  — and kayaking 
classes.

The marina is one of 
several private businesses 
— including  a mall ,  con-
dominiums ,  and a hotel  
— being built in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park to fund its 
construction and ongoing 
maintenance.

The park itself is re-
nowned for its storm-resis-
tant design, meant to protect 
the sprawling green space 

and the neighborhoods be-
hind it from rising waters. 

It features rocks known 
as “rip-rap,” similar to 
those seen on the New Eng-
land coast and saltwater 

marshes, which absorb un-
welcome water from the 
river, as well as plants with 
high salt tolerance and salt-
absorbing soil to suck up 
future fl oodwaters. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park marina will keep choppy seas at bay

CALM WATERS: (Right) Brooklyn Bridge Park’s new marina will 
boast a state-of-the-art wave-defl ection system that will fend off 
(above) the East River’s rough waters. Photos by Jason Speakman

This is smooth sailing!

40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!
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One thing the Portland 
service has done well is 
help spur development 
along its tracks, Bragdon 
says. 

The line runs through 

several formerly indus-
trial areas that develop-
ers were turning into 
Dumbo-esque condo dis-
tricts when it launched.

But those same devel-
opers also made direct fi-
nancial contributions to 
the project, he said, un-
like the funding model De-

Blasio is pitching, which 
rests on the assumption 
that property values will 
rise along proposed 16-
mile line — even though 
construction and house 
prices in Red Hook, the 
Navy Yard, and Green-
point are already boom-
ing. 

joined Treyger’s push, and 
the faction released a joint 
statement decrying the may-
or’s project as a ludicrous 
misallocation of tax-payer 
funds the day after Hizzoner 
announced the plan during 
his State of the City Speech 
on Feb. 4.

“When you’re talking 

about billions of dollars, 
and then you don’t have 
the money to make our 
transit system more hand-
icapped accessible, that’s 
like a slap in the face for 
Southern Brooklyn,” said 
Deutsch.

The mayor plans to pay 
for the project entirely with 
city tax revenue. The city 
and state fund the Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority, which operates city 

subways and buses.
Gentile said the street-

car plan doesn’t go far 
enough.

“It’s a great idea, but 
it’s too short,” he said. “It 
should be lengthened to 
include Bay Ridge to Gra-
vesend, I would even say 
further out to Sheepshead 
Bay and Kingsborough. I 
support this streetcar idea, 
I think it’s great.”

— with Dennis Lynch

a penthouse that actually 
protrudes 20 feet into the 
sacred spectacle.

The critics claim they 
didn’t notice the issue until 
recently because the devel-
oper’s original plans from 
2012 start measuring the 
view from the correct spot 
— the Promenade’s railing 
at Orange Street,  according 
to a surveyor they hired to 
examine the allegedly of-
fending building .

They claim the most re-
cent blueprints — which 
only came to light in 
March after park honchos 
 asked the Department of 
Buildings to check on the 
height of the buildings  — 
however, begin measuring 
20 feet closer to the water-
front, placing the starting 
point mid-air over the 
Brooklyn Queens Express-
way. 

“They changed it and 
they forgot to tell anybody 
else they were changing 
it,” said Save the View 
Now president Steve 
Guterman.

But Pierhouse archi-
tect Jonathan Marvel pro-
vided a sworn statement 
to the court insisting his 
interpretation of the view 
is the correct one, and the 
group’s surveyor has it 
wrong — and a rep for the 
project agrees.
“Any allegation that the ar-
chitect working on behalf 

of Toll Brothers and Star-
wood Capital Group moved 
[the view] in 2015 to accom-
modate its Pierhouse build-
ings is false,” said spokes-
man Bud Perrone. 

At least one of the park’s 
board members agrees the 
measurements are wonky, 
though — Levin  wrote an 
affi davit  for the suit accus-
ing city and park offi cials 
of misinterpreting “clear 
language” on where the 
view begins, and saying he 
was “dismayed” they didn’t 
object “when the developer 
chose to locate that point 
hanging in mid-air.”

The park’s operators, 
who are using funds from 
the development to fi nance 
the green space, called any 
allegations the plans were 
altered — or that they were 
aware of the changes — 
“absurd.”

“It would’ve been hard 

for us to know about some-
thing that, to our knowl-
edge, never occurred,” 
said spokeswoman Belinda 
Cape.

A Department of Build-
ings rep said it stands by its 
assesment that the plans 
comply with the view re-
strictions.

State Supreme Court 
Justice Lawrence Knipel 
— who dismissed the ac-
tivists’ last lawsuit against 
Pierhouse — heard the case 
on Thursday, and will now 
take around three weeks to 
look over it.

If he rules in favor of 
Guterman and his allies, 
Toll Brothers will have to 
halt construction on the 
building —  where Jay Z 
and Beyonce are rumored 
to have claimed a unit  — 
and rebuild so it fi ts within 
their interpretation of the 
regulations.

ORDER ONLINE via our website or mobile app
SAVE 15% ON YOUR FIRST ORDER MADE THROUGH OUR APP

Search for GIACOMOPIZZA

WOOD-FIRED PIZZA & TRATTORIA

“HOME OF THE NUTELLA CALZONE”

FAMILY DINNER

$2395

FAMILY MEAL

$2295

PICKUP OR DELIVERY ONLY

PANELLE SANDWICH  $7.00
Made with chickpea fl our & deep fried. Served with lemon (on a roll)
PANELLE SPECIAL   $8.00
Made with chickpea fl our panel topped with ricotta & grated cheese (on a roll)
POTATO SPECIAL   $8.50
Potato croquette topped with ricotta & cheese (on a roll)

WE DELIVER

NOW ACCEPTING 

VALENTINE’S DAY 

RESERVATIONS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE. WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & Z Friday)

1-800-404-CLAW
OPEN 7 DAYS:

99 ¢LB.

 
STATE 0’ MAINE 

MUSSELS

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 lbs

$2995 $1295$1995
ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, PREMIUM IDAHO FRENCH FRIES OR SALAD

COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

FREE 
PARKING

+TAX +TAX +TAX

Continued from page 1

VIEW

BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER: Activists are back in court over 
whether the controversial Pierhouse development blocks this view 
of the Brooklyn Bridge from the Heights Promenade. 
 Photo by Louise Wateridge
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Continued from page 3

SUBWAYS
Continued from page 3
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if the damage is from the 
sinkhole, they have to offer 
a plan to fi x it.”

The cracks began to 
show when contractors 
started driving piles — long 
posts hammered deep into 
the ground to provide sup-
port for the street above, 
she said. They got worse 
with time and widened sig-
nifi cantly during January’s 
blizzard, she claimed.

Engineers can’t fi ll the 
hole until they work out a 
special design to deal with 
the complex web of utility 
pipes, cables, and wires be-
neath the street, a Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection spokesman said.

The contractor in charge 
of the pile-driving claimed 
the cracks were there before 
work started and claims he 
has photos to prove it — but 
he hasn’t ponied up at weekly 
meetings that the city and 
contractors hold with neigh-

boring businesses, the ac-
countant said.

Representatives from 
the agency told her last 
week they would send 
an inspector to see the 
supposed damage and a 
spokesman for the agency 
said on Tuesday that it is 
monitoring buildings for 
vibrations. The agency put 
strips of tape along a crack 
between buildings to see if 
that crack was widening, 
the businesswoman said.

The 20-foot wide pit 
 opened in August  because 

of a water leak caused by a 
defective manhole, offi cials 
said. 

The Department of En-
vironmental Protection 
initially predicted  repairs 
would take at least until 
November .

The city closed Fifth Av-
enue between 63rd and 64th 
streets to all traffi c except 
buses, meaning Parkview 
Terrace Accounting’s cli-
ents have to fi nd parking 
elsewhere in a neighbor-
hood with few parking op-
tions to begin with.

ham Street home partially 
fl ooded on Feb. 9. “Every 
storm that comes along, they 
say, ‘There may be some 
ocean fl ooding.’ I worry, I 
really do. If another Sandy 
comes, it’s going to cost bil-
lions of dollars.”

An area councilman is 
calling on the Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion to install storm water 
retention tanks in water-
front communities to tem-
porarily stem the tide that 
the city’s antediluvian sew-
ers cannot handle — and 
give residents a little piece 
of mind.

“Since Hurricane Sandy 
more than three years ago, 
the 48th District’s water-
front communities con-
tinue to remain susceptible 
to signifi cant amounts of 
fl ooding,” said Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheep-
shead Bay). “My constitu-
ents should not have to live 
in fear of high tide.”

Water from residents’ 
drains and streets’ catch 
basins ends up in the same 
city sewer pipes, and new 
developments such as a 
28-story residential build-
ing going up on Voorhies 
Avenue and a 40-story tower 

coming to Neptune Avenue 
will fi ll sewers with more 
bath water and leave less 
room for rain — something 
the city should be planning 
for, Deutsch said.

“They should have an 
extensive water-retention 
basin for all of these build-
ings, so all the storm water 
should be held there before 
it’s let out into the main 
sewer system,” he said.

A city offi cial agreed 
Southern Brooklyn’s sew-
ers can’t handle big storms, 
because it was sea-level 
rise and not rainfall that 
fl ooded Sheepshead Bay 
and Manhattan Beach.

“The [Department of En-

vironmental Protection] 
drainage system — catch ba-
sins and sewers — handles 
storm water,” said mayoral 
spokeswoman Amy Spital-
nick. “They are not meant to 
handle the amount of water 
coming in from coastal fl ood-
ing and storm surge.”

Offi cials have set aside 
$20 billion for tidal safe-
guards citywide, she said. 
So far, the city has dumped 
sand on beaches and bulk-
heads in an attempt to keep 
back the water, Spitalnik 
said.

“These combined mea-
sures mitigated some of the 
fl ood impacts this week,” 
she said.

Continued from page 1 

WATER

Continued from page 1 

SINKHOLE

SPRING CLEANING: The Department of Environmental Protection 
predicted repairs to the sinkhole would be completed this spring, 
but for now the site is dormant. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

SWAMPED: Motorists kicked up massive wakes driving across 
Shore Boulevard on Tuesday morning, after a high tide fl ooded the 
Manhattan Beach roadway. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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