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BY LAUREN GILL
Straphangers may have to pay a 
second fare when switching from 
subways and buses to  the street-
car Mayor DeBlasio wants to build 
along Brooklyn’s waterfront  for 
their ride, Hizzoner admitted on 
Tuesday.

The news contradicts  previous 
claims  from those working on the 
project that it will offer free trans-
fers between services, which the 
mayor couldn’t guarantee because 
the city has only just started speak-
ing to the state-controlled Metro-
politan Transportation Authority 
about connecting the two.

“We’ve just begun [discussions],”  

said DeBlasio at a Red Hook press 
conference touting the benefits 
of the proposed Sunset Park-to-
Queens trolley on Feb. 16.  “Our 
goal is full integration and maxi-
mum transfers … we’ve got to work 
that through with the MTA,” 

DeBlasio reiterated previous 
promises that a ride on the $2.5-bil-
lion city-funded streetcar would 
cost no more than whatever a stan-
dard MetroCard swipe does if and 
when the proposed service launches 
around 2024, but denied claims 
made by former traffic commis-
sioner “Gridlock” Sam Schwartz — 
whose engineering firm worked on 

BY LAUREN GILL
This grass-roots opposition is grow-
ing!

Brooklyn Law School must pull 
its application to install large plant-
ers in front of its Downtown campus 
that will force out local sidewalk ven-
dors, say students who joined the ped-
dlers in their fi ght against the foliage 
last Friday with  an online petition  de-
manding school honchos stop using 
their fees on “frivolous” landscaping 
and let the merchants stay put.

“We, as students, believe that it is 
fundamentally unjust for our school 
to spend our tuition money displacing 
people who rely on those spots for their 
livelihood,” said Devin Horzempa, who 
started the digital appeal and has since 
gathered more than 300 signatures. 

The vendors — who hawk kids’ 
books, fruit, and jewelry on Joralemon 
Street near Boerum Place — have been 
terrifi ed of losing their prime trading 

Students join street fi ght 
against Bklyn Law hedge

Continued on page 21

DeBlasio: Streetcar may not offer free subway or bus transfers

Continued on page 14
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Hardcore “My Little Pony” fans such as Amanda here went all out with regalia inspired by the children’s cartoon at PonyCon, held 
at Park Slope’s sparkliest entertainment venue Grand Prospect Hall during the weekend of Feb. 13. For more, see page 5.  
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

TALL TALES: Mayor DeBlasio touts his streetcar plan, fl anked by local pols and business 
leaders, in Red Hook on Feb. 16. Community News Group / Max Jaeger

Horsing around

TRAM SWIPE-OUT!

Turf war
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BY LAUREN GILL
Brooklyn is no longer Man-
hattan’s back offi ce!

Developers are erecting 
high-end offi ce buildings 
across the borough, and real 
estate experts say big compa-
nies are now rushing to relo-
cate inside them so they can 
tap into the local talent pool 
— bucking Kings County’s 
image as a place to stash away 
support staff in cheap digs.

“Brooklyn checks a lot 
of boxes now that the space 
is there,” says Michael Berg 
of commercial broker Jones 
Lang LaSalle, which just re-
leased a report document-
ing the white-collar building 
boom. “More young, creative 
talent is concentrated there.”

The borough will gain an-
other 5.2 million square feet 
of cubicle space by 2019, the 
company estimates — the 
equivalent of almost two Em-
pire State Buildings — with 
most development concen-
trated in Dumbo, Downtown, 
Fort Greene, and Williams-
burg.  

Demand is so high, some 
developers are ditching their 
plans for luxury residential 
towers to create swanky of-

fi ce complexes instead. 
In October, Glacier Global 

Partners  abandoned a con-
dominium project inside a 
Dumbo waterfront warehouse  
to fi t it out for businesses. And 
the next month, Jemb Realty 
 announced it was scrapping a 
planned apartment building 
Downtown — which boasts 
some of the lowest vacancy 
rates in the city — to create 
a 40-story commercial build-
ing .

Jemb claims businesses 
are now beating down its 
door to snag space in its Al-
bee Square West building — 
the fi rst new offi ce tower to 
rise Downtown in more than 
a decade — when it opens in 
2018.

“They want us to build 
faster and they’re very ex-
cited to get in there,” said 
president Jacob Jerome.

Jerome says around 80 per-
cent of the businesses looking 
at the building are creative 
companies hoping to move 
out of the overcrowded Man-
hattan market to the borough 
many of their employees call 
home. 

“People want to live and 
work in Brooklyn,” he said.

Berg claims an unnamed 
Fortune 500 company was 
previously sniffi ng around 
Empire Stores —  a converted 
warehouse in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park that his fi rm is 
representing . It didn’t sign 
on, but he predicts another 
huge company will migrate 
to the Borough of Kings in the 
near future. 

“I think in the next 12 to 18 
months we are going to see a 
big tenant,” he said. “I think 
it’s going to be a creative ten-
ant.”

In a sign of the times, 
banker Morgan Stanley  is 
rumored  to be moving its 
back offi ce out of Brooklyn 
Heights’ tony One Pierre-
pont Plaza,  the same building 
that houses Hillary Clinton’s 
campaign headquarters , in 
search of cheaper digs.

One local business booster 
says leaving Brooklyn would 
be sheer lunacy, but claims he 
has a long list of companies 
waiting to take its place.

“If a company leaves 
Brooklyn they’re crazy,” said 
Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce president Carlo Scis-
sura. “There’s plenty of oth-
ers waiting to jump in.”

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Talk about manufacturing 
consent.

A Williamsburg devel-
oper wants the city’s okay to 
build a huge offi ce complex 
in the neighborhood’s indus-
trial area, in exchange for 
constructing a small amount 
of manufacturing space. And 
local pols say it is so rare to 
see any new blue-collar space 
in the nabe, offi cials would 
be mad to say no.

“For the fi rst time, some-
one is proposing a com-

mercial development with 
manufacturing in this neigh-
borhood, and that is some-
thing to seriously consider,” 
Councilman Steve Levin (D–
Greenpoint) said at a Com-
munity Board 1 meeting last 
Wednesday, where real-es-
tate fi rms Heritage Equity 
Partners and Rubenstein 
Partners pitched their plans 
to locals.

The developers need spe-
cial permission to dedicate 
almost all of their proposed 

Report: High-end cubicles are taking over the borough
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Brooklyn’s offi ce boom!

This building could transform W’burg

TAKING OFFICE: Renderings of the 
new offi ce tower slated for 420 Albee 
Square Downtown. KPF Architects

IN LABOR: This building could become the model for erecting offi ce 
buildings in industrial zones. Steelblue Continued on page 14
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By Allegra Hobbs

Finally, a sexy way to learn your 
ABCs! 

A Bedford-Stuyvesant writer 
has penned a sneakily subversive chil-
dren’s book that teaches kids the alpha-
bet with dirty double-entendres. But the 
author of “P is for Pussy” says that the 
double-meanings are totally lost on the 
innocent — or at least, they should be. 

“If your children know all these sex 
and drug references, you have a bigger 
problem,” said Elissa Blount-Moorhead, 
who will celebrate the launch of her pic-
ture book at Dumbo’s Powerhouse Arena 
on Feb. 29.

The book pairs potentially dirty words 
with innocent illustrations, such as “A is 
for ass” — accompanied by an image of a 
donkey — and “C is for cock,” depicting 
a guy holding a rooster.

She dreamt up the idea while trying 
to keep her youngsters — and herself — 
entertained during a long road trip, and 
started spouting off a naughty but kid-
friendly alternative alphabet to mix up 
the ho-hum “A is for apple.”

The former Pratt professor and moth-
er of two, who splits her time between 
Brooklyn and Baltimore, decided the 
current kids’ book market could use 
more low-key adult humor to keep par-

ents laughing while putting the little 
ones to bed.

“I spent a lot of time trying to find 
more subversive and visually arresting 
books, and I was completely bored with 
what was being offered at the time,” said 
Blount-Moorhead.

The adult alphabet book can poten-
tially be read to kids, unlike the similar 
work “Go the F--- to Sleep,” which aped 
the form of a children’s book while being 
aimed solely at adults. 

In addition to the naughty double-
meanings, mature female readers may 
get a kick from the book’s decidedly 
sex-positive, feminist voice, said Blount-

Moorhead. Many of the words and imag-
es, like “V is for vixen” and the more 
dicey “H is for hoe,” were carefully ren-
dered to depict sexually-liberated women 
in full control of their bodies. 

The book’s illustrator, local artist 
Wangechi Mutu — known for her bold, 
colorful collages of female figures — is 
currently visiting Nairobi, but will join 
the author at the launch via Skype to chat 
about feminist themes across their work.

“P is for Pussy” book launch party at 
Powerhouse Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049, www.
powerhousearena.com]. Feb. 29 at 7 pm. 
Free. 

Alphabet book drips with double meanings

D is for double-entendre: Elissa Blount-
Moorhead has created an alphabet book 
with dirty double meanings, so adults can 
get a secret kick out of reading to innocent, 
oblivious kids.  Photo by Jason Speakman

I is for innuendo
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about a short stop!

The city has installed a stop 
sign in the middle of a residen-
tial Gowanus block, leaving 
residents angry and confused 
over what is perhaps the most 
unusually placed traffi c sign 
in the entire borough. Carroll 
Street construction workers 
say the Department of Trans-
portation ordered them to erect 
the sign after they closed down 
a stretch of sidewalk between 
Hoyt and Bond streets, but 
even they think it is bizarre.

“People complain all the 
time, but, unfortunately to fol-
low DOT guidelines, we need 
this,” said Chris Gleckler, a 

superintendent overseeing 
construction of a condo build-
ing for Sterling Equity. “We 
have the sidewalk closed, and 
to do that we needed a cross-
walk, and for that we needed a 
stop sign.”

Most motorists just drive 
straight past the sign — which 
has no offi cial Department 
of Transportation markings 
— not expecting to see one in 
such an odd location, accord-
ing to one block resident. 

“People blow past it, be-
cause no one looks for a stop 
sign in the middle of the 
block,” said Alex Konyk.

But even locals who know 
it is there do the same thing, 

Konyk said — and there 
doesn’t seem to be anyone 
stopping them.

“Locals don’t stop for it, I 
don’t,” he said. “I can’t imag-
ine cops would hand out tick-
ets for that.”

The transportation depart-
ment generally avoids install-
ing stop signs in the middle of 
blocks, according to a spokes-
man, and only did so here be-
cause the agency considered 
pedestrians at risk without it. 
And at least one local agrees.

“It’s good, because we have 
animals driving cars down 
here,” said one block resident, 
who curtly refused to give his 
name.

BY LAUREN GILL
They’re fi nally drawing the 
line.

The city plans to create a 
dedicated bike lane on Lafay-
ette Avenue through Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill, de-
lighting cycling activists 
who have been demanding a 
safer way to peddle the con-
gested street for years.

“It’s a route that people 
want to take, but it’s a scary 
street to bike on as it is now,” 
said Caroline Samponaro, 
deputy director for pro-bike 
group Transportation Alter-
natives.

Transportation offi cials 
plan to employ the traffi c-
calming measure between 
Fulton Street and Classon 
Avenue, turning one of the 
one-way Bedford-Stuyvesant-
bound street’s two moving 
lanes into a dedicated ped-
dling path, with some painted 
asphalt in-between the two 
species and parking lanes 
fl anking the road. 

The plan — which would 
mirror a buffered bike lane 
on DeKalb Avenue — also 
calls for expanding the park-
ing lane on the car side of the 
street in an effort to dissuade 
drivers from double-parking 
in the narrower one next to 
the bike path. 

The city had planned to 
make the change back in 2010 
— and extend it all the way 
through Bedford-Stuyvesant 
to Broadway —  but scrapped 
the scheme due to lack of en-
thusiasm  from local commu-
nity boards and broader anti-
bike-lane sentiment  sweeping 
the borough at the time . 

Instead, it painted road 
markings on one of the lanes 
— so-called “sharrows” — in-
dicating that it was a shared 
path for two and four-wheel-
ers.  But locals kept up the pres-
sure for a lane of their own . 

Samponaro said inexperi-

enced cyclists are especially 
vulnerable when riding in the 
midst of fast-moving traffi c, 
because they typically cruise 
closer to parked cars and in-
advertently put themselves 
at risk of “doorings” — when 
passengers open their car door 
unexpectedly, knocking cy-
clists off their bikes and some-
times into oncoming traffi c. 

But even experienced cy-
clists say riding bumper to 
mudguard is a hair-raising ex-
perience on Lafayette Avenue. 

“There are sections of 
Lafayette now that are a little 
sketchy because it’s shared,” 
said Jason McMahon, a Wil-
liamsburg resident who works 
at bicycle store Bike Slug in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant near 
Lafayette Avenue and cycles 
on the stretch often. “It would 
be great to have a bike lane.”

Between 2010 and 2015, 
24 cyclists and 27 pedestri-
ans sustained injuries on the 
road — three of them seri-
ously, according to city data.  

Community Board 2 — 
one of the aforementioned 
apathetic panels — voted to 
approve the new lane plan 
on Feb. 10. Some members 
were concerned that losing 
a car lane will back-up traf-
fi c and make it more diffi cult 
for residents to fi nd park-
ing, but those in favor said 
that slightly slower driving 
speeds are a fair trade-off for 
bike safety.

REIMAGINED: This diagram shows the current (inset) and proposed 
lanes for Lafayette Avenue.  NYC Department of Transportation

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
A fi re raged through three 
Greenpoint apartment build-
ings on the evening of Feb. 14, 
injuring four residents and 
two fi refi ghters battling the 
blaze, authorities said.

The Fire Department says 
it still doesn’t know what 
caused that confl agration, 
but the inferno ignited at a 
three-story Diamond Street 
residence near Nassau Ave-
nue at around 10:22 pm before 
spreading to the two buildings 
on either side, according to a 

spokesman.
New York’s Bravest fought 

the fl ames for three hours 
before subduing the fi re at 
around 1:28 am on Monday 
morning, authorities said.

Four civilians sustained 
minor injuries, but only two 
agreed to be carted to nearby 
hospitals, while the others de-
clined treatment on the scene, 
said the department rep.

The two injured fi refi ght-
ers were also sporting minor 
affl ictions and went to nearby 
hospitals, said a rep.

SHARING IS NOT CARING: Crit-
ics say this shared bike lane on 
Lafayette Avenue is dangerous.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

CAN’T STOP: Carroll Street residents say motorists don’t stop for this temporary stop sign because it is in 
such a weird place — the middle of the street. Photo by Jason Speakman

Cars blowing weird 
Gowanus stop sign

Bike lane slated 
for Lafayette

Three G’point buildings burn 
Massive inferno engulfs homes, injures six

WRECKAGE: The burned out build-
ing on Diamond Street. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY LAUREN GILL
Call it a fl ight of fancier. 

A Red Hook artist known for bi-
zarre public performance pieces is now 
training thousands of pigeons to fl y in 
formation over the East River while 
toting tiny lights on their legs for a se-
ries of shows at the Navy Yard in May. 
It is art, he said, but also a way to cel-
ebrate the species often pigeon-holed 
as “rats of the sky” and the dying New 
York pastime of pigeon keeping.

“I hope it brings attention to a 
greater appreciation of pigeons in gen-
eral, and maybe draws more interest 
in the activity,” said Duke Riley, whose 
previous endeavours include  sailing a 
home-made submarine in Red Hook 
waters ,  creating an illegal bar un-
der the Belt Parkway , and  staging a 
mock naval battle inside a fountain 
while toga-wearing audience members 
hurled tomatoes and baguettes at him .

Every Friday, Saturday, and Sun-
day during the month, Riley — who 
has been a “pigeon fancier” himself 
since he rescued one as a boy growing 
up in Boston — will summon the per-
formers via a whistle at sunset, then 
send the birds soaring out of a ship at 
the dockyard to light up the sky in a 
piece called “Fly By Night.” 

Many New Yorkers mistakenly 
think of the city-slicking birds as dis-
ease-ridden pests, says Riley, even 
though breeding and training the spe-
cies has been a borough tradition for 
more than 100 years. But the art is fad-
ing as more landlords refuse to let lo-
cals keep the birds on rooftops, and 
replace coops with lounge chairs and 
grills, he said.

“A lot of people complain and don’t 
want them, even though they used to 

be such a New York staple,” said Riley.
Riley said he fi rst got the idea for 

the show while reading a military pi-
geon-training manual. The army used 
the birds — renowned for their ability 
to fl y non-stop for long distances — to 
carry messages during World War I 
and II, and the Navy Yard used to have 
one of the largest bird boot camps in 
the country. 

This isn’t Riley’s fi rst performance 
piece starring pigeons —  he trained 50 
birds to smuggle cigars from Cuba to 
Florida as a comment on the trade em-
bargo in 2013  — but it is his largest. 

The artist had to recruit troops 
from his friends in the New York pi-
geon-fancying community to reinforce 
his own personal fl ock and complete 
his massive avian army. And he will 
have help from public art organization 
Creative Time — the outfi t behind the 
giant sphinx statue in the old Domino 
sugar factory in 2014, and the two gi-
ant beams of light at Ground Zero on 
the six-month anniversary of 9–11 — 
in staging the ambitious show.

Riley swears the stars of the show 
will be well cared for — he has hired a 
vet and a team of handlers to look after 
them and the city will give each one a 
clean bill of health ahead of the show. 
And because pigeons mate for life, he 
says he has made sure pairs and their 
offspring are being kept together. 

The performances will be free to 
the public, but those who want to see 
them up close will need to reserve 
their spot online.

“Fly By Night” at Brooklyn Navy 
Yard (63 Flushing Ave. at Eighth Street 
in Fort Greene, www.creativetime.org/
projects/fl ybynight). Fridays, Satur-
days, and Sundays in May. Free. 

Artist training thousands of pigeons 
to carry lights for new piece

ABOVE THE REST: Artist Duke Riley has been training and fl ying pigeons since he was a boy, 
but he will fl y more birds than ever before in his new show at the Navy Yard. 
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
These pony partiers couldn’t 
rein in their enthusiasm!

Thousands of fans of the 
television show “My Little 
Pony: Friendship is Magic” 
galloped into Park Slope’s 
sparkling Grand Prospect 
Hall on Feb. 13 through 15, 
where attendees say they cel-
ebrated their shared love of 
the pastel-colored animated 
horses by dressing up as their 
favorite one.

“I was really happy with 

the positive reaction my cos-
tume got,” said Connecti-
cut native Mike Calzati, who 
dressed up as beloved charac-
ter Big Macintosh for the an-
nual convention PonyCon. 

Calzati commissioned the 
big, red costume from an on-
line craftsman for the slew of 
pony conventions he attends 
every year — after PonyCon, 
he will make his way to Balti-
more’s BronyCon in July.

Plenty of younger fans 
showed up to the all-ages 

convention to watch pony-
inspired rockabilly band the 
Shakeups in Ponyville play 
musical tributes to the car-
toon and sing until they were 
a little horse. 

But the event was mostly 
dominated by adults who just 
really love the children’s show 
about magical ponies. Calzati 
says he attended with a pal he  
met at a different pony con-
vention two years ago — and 
their friendship is now appro-
priately magical.

FRIENDSHIP TRULY IS MAGIC: (Above) Mike and Frist fi rst bonded over 
their mutual love of “My Little Pony” at a convention two years ago — 
and the pony-powered pals are still going strong! (Center) Yeah, we don’t 
know what is on Jimmy’s head, either. (Left) Adults dressed as My Little 
Ponies. Photos by Louise Wateridge

‘Pony’ magic in P’Slope
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BY LAUREN GILL
A Queens stadium is defac-
ing Carroll Gardens streets 
by spraying sidewalks with 
advertisements for shows 
they can’t actually attend. 

The stenciled ads offer de-
tails for two upcoming con-
certs by British folk-rock 
outfi t Mumford and Sons at 
Forest Hills Stadium — im-
mediately followed by the 
words “Sold Out” in capi-
tal letters — leaving locals 
scratching their heads at the 
apparent act of senseless van-
dalism.

“It seems pointless,” said 
Chloe Bean, a Clinton Hill 
resident and Mumford and 
Sons fan who said the graf-
fi ti only served to remind her 
that she isn’t attending the 
show. 

The band’s June 16 con-
cert in the outer borough  sold 
out within hours  of being an-
nounced earlier this month, 

and the “Little Lion Man” 
performers subsequently an-
nounced a second show for 
the following night, which is 
also now full up.

Residents say the ads just 
seem like bragging.

“I guess they want me to 

know they’re successful?” 
said Red Hook resident Don 
Wollner upon examining the 
pavement. “It has virtually 
no relevance to me in Brook-
lyn, but I guess promotion is 
promotion.”

Either way, the signs are 
graffi ti because they are on 
public pavement, a spokes-
person for the city’s sanita-
tion department said, but 
added it was up to local po-
lice to erase them. A rep for 
the transportation depart-
ment, which also has juris-
diction over sidewalks, said 
it is aware of the illicit folk 
art and is investigating. 

But one local says she is 
happy for the ads to stay, as 
she views them as an avant-
garde statement on the neigh-
borhood’s residents. 

“It’s sort of this senseless, 
totally out-of-the-neighbor-
hood random stamp every-
where — which is kind of like 

the people who live around 
here,” said Janie Gordon, 
who has lived in Carroll Gar-
dens for 40 years. 

A spokesman for the sta-
dium later claimed the signs 
are written in chalk —  which 

the city still often consid-
ers graffi ti  — and it plans to 
clean them up.

The shows’ promoter AEG 
Live said it was too busy with 
a Justin Bieber concert to 
comment immediately.

For no good reason, Queens stadium advertises 
‘sold out’ Mumford show on C’Gardens sidewalks

SAY IT DON’T SPRAY IT: A Queens stadium is senselessly vandalizing 
Carroll Gardens to advertise a sold-out show.  
 Community News Group / Lauren Gill

Hell you spray?!
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BANJ-NO!: Indie-folk artists Mum-
ford, second from left, and his sons 
evidently enjoy gritty, graffi ti-cov-
ered streets. James Minchin III
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Ringling.com

Restrictions, exclusions and additional charges may apply. Subject to availability. Excludes premium seats.

Tickets Start at $15!

35
16

59

#RinglingBros

Buy Tickets: ticketmaster.com • 800-745-3000 • Venue Box Office

FEB. 25 – MAR. 6
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76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Change chump
A penny pincher snuck into a 

Congress Street apartment on Feb. 
9 and stole a bunch of pricey tech 
items — and a whole lot of loose 
change.

The victim told police he was 
out of his apartment near Columbia 
Street between 3 and 4 pm, but when 
he returned he noticed someone 
had stolen his laptop, camera equip-
ment, and $25 in coins.

Slap and dash
A brute slapped and pushed a 

woman on Columbia Street on Feb. 
15.

The victim said she was near Ve-
rona Street at 10:30 pm when a cad 
came up to her and slapped her on 
the left side of the face, leaving a 
bruise. He then pushed her to the 
ground, causing scratches her body, 
and fl ed, authorities stated.

Sticky fi ngers 
Police arrested an employee who 

they say lifted a load of luxury items 
from an Atlantic Avenue depart-
ment store on Feb. 15.

The worker stole three pairs 
of premium jeans, one pricey per-
fume, a designer cardholder and 
wallet, two shirts, and a smatter-
ing of other items from the store 
near Court Street, police allege. A 
security guard caught him and he 
admitted to sneaking out the items, 
said police. 

Cashed out
Cops cuffed a man who they say 

stole a wad of cash from a woman’s 
coat pocket on Court Street on Jan. 
21. 

The victim told police she was 
near Luquer Street at 1:50 pm when 
a guy reached inside her left-side 
jacket pocket, removed $80, and fl ed, 
said police. The woman called 911 
and offi cers arrived on the scene, 
arresting the alleged thief, accord-

ing to a police report. 

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Rent-a-car hurts
A pair of scammers promised to 

rent a fl ashy car to a guy on Bridge 
Street on Feb. 9 — then robbed him 
instead.

The victim told police he met the 
crooks over Instragram and told 
them he wanted to lease a 2016 Bay-
erische Motoren Werke car they had 
advertised. When they met up near 
Concord Street at 7:05 pm, the guys 
told him to sit inside the vehicle to 
make the deal.

But once inside, one of the fi ends 
asked, “Do you know what time 
it is? Give me your money,” while 
fl ashing a silver gun. The victim 
handed over $5,200 in cash and his 
cellphone, and the thieves fl ed to an 
unknown location, police said.

Crime pattern
A thief lifted more than $1,000 

worth of clothes from a Smith Street 
store on Feb. 10 — and the design 
could come in handy in his future if 
police track him down. 

The lout entered the store near 
Bergen Street at 7:30 pm and grabbed 
four white-and-black striped men’s 
button-down shirts and fi ve gray 
and khaki pants and fl ed. 

Saved by the guard
Cops cuffed a pair of guys who 

they say punched a man in the face 
and rifl ed through his pockets on 
Jay Street on Feb. 13.

The victim told police he was 

near Tillary Street at 1:30 am when 
the two guys socked him, cutting 
his lip and chipping a tooth. One of 
the muggers allegedly asked him, 
“You know we have a knife right?” 
and went through the guy’s pockets, 
cooing, “Give me your money.” 

But before the situation could 
escalate, a City University of New 
York security guard stepped in and 
told the guy to drop his knife, offi -
cials said. Police then came and ar-
rested the two suspects, a report 
said. — Lauren Gill

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

Cold cash
Some freebooter smashed his 

way into a S. Fifth Street restaurant 
on Feb. 13 and made off with a box 
fi lled with cash that was stored in 
the fridge.

Surveillance video shows the 
baddie take a hammer to the glass 
front door of the eatery near Wythe 
Avenue at around 6:58 am, cops said. 
The rogue then walked behind the 
bar and pulled a metal container out 
of the refrigerator, which the victim 
says held about $1,000, according to 
a police report. 

The burglar, who left his ham-
mer at the scene, was wearing a 
large black coat, red pants, and a 
white scarf around his face, police 
said.

Sweet ’n’ low
A knave trounced a guy outside 

of a Flushing Avenue bakery and 
ran off with his jacket and a haul of 
tools on Feb. 13.

The victim told cops he went to 
the store between Broadway and 

Throop Avenue at 4 pm for pastries, 
where some guy asked him for $50, 
then followed him inside and then 
out to the corner once he left. 

At that point the victim wan-
dered back to the bakery, but the 
villain followed again, and when 
he exited for a second time, the 
brute punched him in the face and 
snatched his jacket and tools he had 
on him — including a hammer and 
a power drill — before fl eeing in a 
dark gray car, police said. 

Smoking gun
A scoundrel snagged a wad of 

cash and smoking goods from a Gra-
ham Avenue smoke shop in broad 
daylight on Feb. 13.

The troublemaker walked into 
the shop near Avenue of Puerto 
Rico at 1:38 pm, police said. When 
the shopkeeper stepped around 
the counter to assist him, the perp 
forced the victim back behind the 
counter and shoved him to the fl oor, 
authorities said. 

The rogue then pulled out a black 
gun and snatched up $600, plus some 
cigars and rolling papers, before 
fl eeing in an unknown direction, 
according to a police report.

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

Low spirits
Cops cuffed a couple of scamps 

who they say stole a bottle of top-
shelf tequila from a Metropolitan 
Avenue liquor store on Feb. 10.

The victim was working at the 
store near Leonard Street at 4:45 
pm when the alleged crooks came 
in and grabbed a bottle of Patron be-
fore fl eeing on foot, cops said. 

The arresting offi cer saw the 
store clerk struggling with the duo 
outside the shop and ran up to ap-
prehend one of the men, police said. 

The offi cer caught up with the 
other alleged thief a few blocks from 
the shop after chasing him down 
Leonard Street, authorities said. 

— Allegra Hobbs

ATTENTION :

Cardiologists, Radiologists & Vascular Surgeons
OBL / Vascular Lab Set-up

We offer our services 
in offi ce based lab formation 
and design. 
For arterial & venous 
procedures, etc. 
C-Arm use and Room 
Specifi c Supplies.

Lecture, Teaching & 
Consulting Seminars
Maintenance & 
Cost Reduction Strategies Etc.

selradconsulting@gmail.com 917.796.2860

SELRAD
Consulting

LLC.

56/7 DENTAL
5610 7th Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11220  
7801 20th Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11204 
We provide all phases of dentistry 

only 8 hours
7 days 

PRICES ARE VERY REASONABLE
Make an appointment today!

718-436-1339 
347-462-9557
Dr. Alfonse La Femina 
Walk-ins welcome. OPEN 7 DAYS
Credit cards & most insurances accepted

$95
MEMBERSHIP

$75
Exam

X-Rays
1x Prophylaxis 

Fluoride Treatment 

KIDS SPECIAL
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The Brooklyn Nets, in proud partnership with

Hospital for Special Surgery, announce the grand

opening of the HSS Training Center. Designed to

maximize performance, prevention and recovery,

the state-of-the-art facility is the new practice

home of the Brooklyn Nets.

THE BROOKLYN NETS WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR HSS TRAINING CENTER PARTNERS

PROTECTING THE HSS TRAINING CENTER SINCE 2016 TM
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BY LAUREN GILL
Love will keep them alive. 

Brooklyn’s longest-lasting 
married couples celebrated 
their enduring love at a lunch 
at Borough Hall’s annual 
Golden Couples event last Fri-
day. 

The yearly Valentine’s 
shindig celebrates pairs who 
have been betrothed for 50 
years or more, and attendees 
say they were wowed by the 
borough’s devotion to keeping 
the fl ame alive. 

“It was just perfect, very 
beautiful,” said Shiela Ganoz, 
a Sheepshead Bay resident 
who has been married to her 

husband Anton for 64 years. 
Host Borough President 

Adams gave a champagne 
toast to honor the nearly 200 
couples in attendance, who 
enjoyed food, dancing, and 
each other’s company.

One attendee said he had a 
blast chatting with the other 
pairs about their secrets to 
continuing matrimonial bliss, 
revealing that he has stayed 
together with his wife for 
more than a half-decade by al-
ways remembering why they 
fell for each other in the fi rst 
place.  

“Love and respect each 
other and don’t forget the 

fi rst week of marriage,” said 
Crown Heights resident Esiah 
Ingram, who met his wife 
Mary in high school and has 
been married to her for 59 
years. “I don’t think my life 
would be any sweeter than be-
ing with her.” 

This was the fourth year 
the pair honored their love 
at the lunch, and Ingram 
said he can’t wait to cele-
brate his diamond anniver-
sary and beyond in the years 
to come. 

“Make every day seem like 
the last,” said Ingram. “We’re 
looking forward to 50 more 
years together.”

YOUNG AT HEART: (Above) Flora and Leonid Levingart are still sweet-
hearts after 54 years together. (Center) Sheepshead Bay residents Anton 
and Sheila Ganoz celebrate 64 years of marriage with Borough President 
Adams. (Left) Zinada and Pavel Gankin share a passionate smooch at Bor-
ough Hall. Photos by Jordan Rathkopf

Golden couples celebrate

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

REGISTER NOW!
��������	
������������	��
���

��������������������

YMCA CAMP
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What are you doing in 2016? WWWWWWWWWhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaatttttttttt aaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeee yyyyyyyyyoooooooooouuuuuuuuuuu ddddddddddooooooooooiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnngggggggggg iiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnn 222222222200000000001111111116666666666????????????
Affordable Training with Nationally 

Recognized Certification, Job Placement 
Assistance, and College Credits at  

ment 
at 

Kingsborough Community College! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To be eligible to apply NRC, individuals must be 18 years or older, hold an 
H.S diploma or GED and be legally authorized to work in the United States. 
Other eligibility requirements apply. Documentation must be available. 
 This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor's Employment and 
Training Administration. The solution was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official 
position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or 
assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on 
linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, 
usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. The NRC Program is an equal opportunity 
employer/program and auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

REDUCED PRICE - NOW ONLY $75 FOR ENTIRE TRAINING! 
Become certified and trained in  

Culinary Arts or Healthcare! 
Training begins in March of 2016  

CALL: (718) 368-4637  
APPLY ONLINE:�WWW.CEWDKBCC.COM 

#CEWDinspires 

LEADERS
WE ARE

REGISTER TODAY FOR THE 
CORRECTION OFFICER EXAM
FEB 1-29 MAR 1-31 MAY 2-31

Register online at nyc.gov/examsforjobs
visit us at nyc.gov/jointheboldest
email: theboldest@doc.nyc.gov
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Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

NYC Pets
218 5th Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 
SAT FEB 20 • 12 PM – 5 PM

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 
25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Adopt A Pet

FOR ANIMALS INC. &  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Home of the Mutt-i-gree®

Photo By Ellen Dunn
NYYNNY
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FOLLOW US ON

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
“The cry of the baby was heard across 
the land” almost nine months to the 
day after World War II ended — result-
ing in a massive generation of baby 
boomers now aging past 65 at a rate of 
250,000 a month. And facts show many 
of them struggle to make ends meet.

“The percentage of seniors living in 
poverty is staggering,” New York City 
Department for the Aging Commis-
sioner Donna Corrado  told CityLim-
its magazine in June . “Too many older 
New Yorkers make diffi cult choices 
about purchasing food, medicine, and 
paying their rent.”

More than 25 million Americans 
aged 60-plus live at or below the fed-
eral poverty level of $29,425 per year 
for a single person (or $11,770 for a sin-
gle senior), but Supplemental Security 
Income provides just $433 each month 
for the average elder and may be the 
individual’s only source of income, ac-
cording to the National Council on Ag-
ing.

Retirement security was a ma-
jor topic at last year’s once-a-decade 
White House Conference on Aging, but 
many seniors don’t realize federal help 
is available, according to a civic activ-
ist at the Bedford-Stuyvesant Resto-
ration Corporation, which will hold a 
panel discussion called “New York Se-
niors and the Rising Food Insecurity 
Crisis” at Bedford-Stuyvesant Resto-
ration Plaza on Feb. 23.

“We want to educate them about 
the possibility of supplementing their 
income with government subsidies, so 
they get to keep more dollars in their 
pockets,” said Blaine Arthur, program 
manager of social services.

The symposium, which is aimed at 
seniors whose annual pre-tax income 
is $23,544, is the result of a partner-
ship between the New York City De-
partment for the Aging and the Aging 
in New York Fund. Jennifer Good-
stein, the President and Publisher of 
Community News Group — the owner 
of this publication — will be a guest 
speaker along with: Caryn Resnick, 
Deputy Commissioner for the New 
York City Department for the Aging; 
Lisa A. Boyd, Chief Operating Offi cer 
of the Northeast Brooklyn Housing 
Development Corporation; Terry Kael-
ber, Director of Community Engage-
ment Projects at United Neighborhood 
Houses of New York; Maggie Meehan, 
Associate Director of Nutrition Edu-
cation at City Harvest; and Jose Luis 
Sanchez, Program Manager at Cit-
ymeals-on-Wheels.

Workers will pre-screen seniors 
for the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (formerly known as 
food stamps). The allowance — based 
on certain fi nancial factors and im-
migrant status — has been a lifeline 
for poor Americans for 40 years as 
the fi rst line of defense against hun-
ger and a powerful tool for improv-

ing nutrition among low-income peo-
ple. Benefi ts come to the household 
via electronic debit Electronic Benefi t 
Transfer cards that recipients can use 
to buy food at more than 246,000 ap-
proved retail stores nationwide.

Gotham’s graying
The golden years of New Yorkers 

could be tarnished ones:
• More foreign-born seniors live 

here than in any other American city 
— with one out of every 10 older immi-
grants in the country calling the Big 
Apple home, according to the Center 
for an Urban Future.

• The city’s 60-plus community will 
equal Chicago’s current population by 
2020, increasing the odds that more se-
niors will struggle to put food on the 
table and pay their bills, Mayor DeBla-
sio informed an astonished American 
Association of Retired Persons forum 
in December.

Bridging the gap
The fi rst national food stamp pro-

gram was instituted in 1939 after the 
Great Depression. Its chief architects 
were Secretary of Agriculture Henry 
Wallace and Milo Perkins, the pro-
gram’s fi rst administrator.

“We got a picture of a gorge with 
farm surpluses on one cliff and under-
nourished city folks with outstretched 
hands on the other,” Perkins famously 
said. “Then we set out to fi nd a prac-
tical way to build a bridge across that 
chasm.”

Panel discussion “New York City 
Seniors and the Rising Food Insecurity 
Crisis” at Bedford-Stuyvesant Resto-
ration Plaza [1368 Fulton St. between 
New York and Brooklyn avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (212) 602–4460] 
on Feb. 23 at 3 pm. RSVP by Feb. 20; 
 https://nycseniorsfoodinsecurity.event-
brite.com .

Brooklyn focuses on struggling seniors

COMMUNITY INPUT: Jennifer Goodstein, 
president and publisher of Community News 
Group, is an invited speaker at the sympo-
sium. Community Newspaper Group

War on elder poverty! 
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169 Smith Street
2047 86th Street

1900 Ralph Avenue

DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 
apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.

2.36% APY*

5 Year IRA CD

1.85% APY*

5 Year CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover

ADVERTORIAL

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69
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EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
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• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
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• Instructores con experiencia
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Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
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• Home Health Aid
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• Experienced instructors
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54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

Some people do not have the ability 
to begin saving for retirement early on. 
Others may have brushed retirement 
savings aside for so long that they are 
now worried that it’s too late to begin 
socking away money for retirement.

While it’s best to start saving for re-
tirement as early as possible, the good 
news is that it’s never too late to start 
planning for retirement. If your 40th 
birthday has long passed and you’re fi-

nally thinking ahead to retirement, con-
sider these catch-up strategies.

-
ment savings plans. A financial planner 
can point you in the right direction, or 
consult with your employer about em-
ployee programs. Deposit money into a 
401(k) or 403(b) plan or another retire-
ment vehicle. Jump on any opportunities 
when your employer matches invested 

there are any government incentives. De-
pending on your age, you may be able to 
deposit more money into such accounts 
than other investors.

to save more money for retirement. Fig-
ure out where you can save some money 

you can then allocate to retirement sav-
ings. Maybe you can reduce insurance 
coverage on an older car or raise your 
deductible? Downsize cable packages or 
skip that costly cup of coffee on the way 
to work. Perhaps it’s time to look for a 

-
pact car instead of an SUV. Any money 
saved now will benefit you when the time 
comes time to bid farewell to the work-
force.

-
ple who retire find themselves bored and 
looking for ways to fill their time, and as 
a result more and more people are delay-
ing their retirement, which also gives 
them more time to save for that day when 
they do call it quits. If you want to work 
less, discuss and negotiate a phased re-

tirement with your bosses that allows 
you to stick with your employer but 
gradually work fewer hours until you re-
tire completely. You may be able to work 
part-time for several years and retire
when you’re most comfortable.

Even if you are 50 you still have a few 
decades before retirement, which leaves
lots of time to grow your retirement sav-
ings. But you may want to consider more 
aggressive funds that can help you catch
up more quickly than less aggressive in-
vestments. Just know that aggressive 
funds may also leave you susceptible to 
substantial losses.

Visit your nearest Ponce de Leon 
Bank and speak to a specialist for more 
information.

Rebounding 
from a late start 

to retirement 
savings
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eight-story building at Kent Street and 
West Avenue to offi ce space — instead 
of having to set aside half for manda-
tory “community facilities,” which 
typically end up as medical offi ces.

The exception would also let them 
build up to six stories higher than the 
zoning currently allows, and nix park-
ing spaces and loading docks they’d 
otherwise have to include.

In return, they’re offering to set 
aside around 17 percent of the build-
ing for light manufacturing uses — 
such as microbreweries and metal-
working studios. 

The developer and proponents say 
the project could serve as a model for 
bringing business hubs back to the 
neighborhood’s so-called industrial 
business zone — land the city has ear-
marked specifi cally for manufactur-
ing, but  has become a de facto enter-
tainment district because hotels and 
nightclubs are snapping up much of 
the space . 

“This will foster manufacturing 
uses,” said Ray Levin (no relation to 
the councilman), a lawyer for the de-
velopers. “It will foster producers 
and goods to be produced in the IBZ, 
which hasn’t happened in certainly 
more than a decade.” 

But some locals said 17 percent of 
the building was a pretty crummy 
commitment, and opening the door to 
a rash of similar developments would 

essentially just turn the neighborhood 
into an offi ce district.

“You would think that in an indus-
trial business zone, that it would be 
a higher percentage than that,” said 
housing activist Armando Chapel-
liquen.

Others insisted the city create a 
way to make sure the developer — 
and any future ones copying the same 
model — don’t weasel out of the indus-
trial allocations once the buildings 
are complete. 

“This is big deal,” said Leah Ar-
chibald of business advocacy group 
Evergreen. “It’s going to be written to 
be mapped in other industrial zones 
around the city.”

A handful of local business own-
ers and manufacturers showed up to 
voice their tentative support for the 
project and exemption, but said they 
wish they had the clout and know-how 
to score the same kind of special con-
sideration.

“We’ve always wanted to build up,” 
said Lucky Lee of beloved neighbor-
hood staple Lucky’s Real Tomatoes. 
“We’ve always wanted the opportu-
nity to grow and provide more jobs in 
Brooklyn, but it’s not feasible.”

The developers’ presentation to lo-
cals was the fi rst step in the arduous 
seven-month process of securing the 
city’s approval for the special permit, 
which will ultimately come down to a 
Council vote.

If the city does approve the plan, 
construction should kick off later this 
year and wrap up by the end of 2017.

posts  since learning of the school’s 
plans to pay the city $250 a year so it 
can stick 10 boxwood hedges where 
they do business  in late November, 
days after the local community board 
had already given its okay. 

The lawyers-in-training claim the 
school also led them up the garden 
path — they only learned of the plant-
ers  after reading a news article about 
a public hearing on Feb. 13 , where city 
offi cials told the vendors they had 10 
days to fi ght the application by fi nding 
powerful community members to sup-
port them — and they’re serious about 
winning the turf war. 

“We’re really committed and we’re 
not just making noise,” said Horzempa, 
adding that even students with corpo-
rate aspirations, who aren’t usually 
drawn to activist causes, are on board. 
“We’re angry and upset they tried to 
sneak it by us.” 

Horzempa said the news was espe-
cially galling because Brooklyn Law 
has a partnership with advocacy group 
the Street Vendor Project, where stu-
dents do volunteer work fi ghting for 
the rights of curbside entrepreneurs 
just like the ones it is trying to boot 
from its doorstep.

“It’s on our website and  we brag 
about  doing this pro bono representa-
tion, and they turn around do this,” he 
said. 

Ironically, the vendor-defending 
outfi t is now working with the trad-

ers, students, and local pols to stop 
the shrubbery. The transportation 
department had originally given the 
merchants until Feb. 13 to collect com-
ments from locals opposed to the foli-
age before it makes up its mind, but a 
rep for the project says it is working 
with offi cials to push that date back.  

The groups are now gathering lo-
cals’ signatures to take back to the de-
partment, and will meet again on Tues-
day evening to plan their next move. 

A rep from Brooklyn Law refused 
to comment on the petition or vendors, 
but said the planters will “beautify” 
the street and improve life for every-
one in the area.

“The planters will add much-
needed greenery to the streetscape 
and advance the quality of life for the 
thousands of students, workers, resi-
dents, and visitors who pass through 
our neighborhood every day,” said 
spokesman John MacKin. 

Continued from cover

VENDORS

SIGNED, SEALED, DELIVERED: Brooklyn 
Law School student Devin Horzempa with 
his petition demanding the school withdraw 
its application to install planters that could 
displace long-time sidewalk vendors.  
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

ADVANCED AORTIC ANEURYSM CENTER
OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK

ESTABLISHED IN 1992
EXTRAORDINARY TECHNIQUES BY INTERNATIONALLY 

RECOGNIZED VASCULAR SPECIALISTS...
DRS. ENRICO ASCHER, ANIL HINGORANI AND NATALIE MARKS HAVE INTRODUCED 

FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME IN NEW YORK CITY A MINIMALLY INVASIVE TECNNIQUE TO REPAIR 
AN ABDOMINAL AORTIC ANEURYSM VIA A TINY PUNCTURE IN EACH GROIN UNDER LOCAL ANESTHESIA. 

PATIENTS MAY BE DISCHARGED HOME THE VERY SAME DAY AND HAVE SUPPER WITH THE FAMILY.

AORTIC ANEURYSMS ARE MORE COMMON THAN YOU THINK

THEY ARE KNOWN TO BE “SILENT KILLERS”
IF YOU ARE 60 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER YOU MAY BENEFIT 
FROM A VISIT TO A BOARD CERTIFIED VASCULAR SPECIALIST

ENRICO ASCHER, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

NATALIE MARKS, MD

ANIL HINGORANI, MD
WWW.VASCULARNYC.COM

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 347–533–8477

Boro Park:
960 50th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219
Tel: 718–438–3800

Continued from page 2 

REZONING
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No one ever said life 
would be easy.

But it can be easier 
when you have someone 
to talk with.

Three Bay Ridge psy-
chotherapists are here to 
help — Rivkah Kaufman, 
Eleonora Yerukhimovich, 
and Joseph Lovecchio. 
All are licensed mental 
health counselors.  

They work with fami-
lies, couples, and indi-
viduals, offering insight 
that can improve quality 
of life. They have expe-
rience with Brooklyn’s 
diverse population, and 
welcome people of all 
ages.

Eleonora Yerukhimov-
ich says, “We connect 
with them.”   

Many seek assistance 
because they are over-
whelmed with stress. 
Their workload is ex-
hausting as they strive 
to balance family, aging 
parents, career obliga-
tions, and sometimes ill-
ness, too. Others are par-
alyzed by uncertainty, 
unsure of which fork in 
the road to follow. 

Bay Ridge Psychother-
apists is here to assist.  

Rivkah Kaufman says, 
“Whatever your issues, 
psychotherapy can help 
you learn who you are, 
what you’re looking for, 
and how to push past in-
securities and vulnera-
bilities to reach your full 
potential.”

It takes time, but peo-
ple do benefit from this 
learning experience. She 
notes that a psychother-
apist’s initial goal is to 
make a person feel com-
fortable and validated. 

“Everything else we 
accomplish will follow 
from this basis.”

Psychotherapists are 
practical and support-
ive in their quest to help 
people cope with every-

day challenges. They can 
also offer insight into 
long-standing behavior 
patterns. Kaufman says, 
“As a psychotherapist, I 
draw on experiences in 
the corporate, academic, 
and educational sectors, 
as well as on general life 
experience, to provide 
you with insightful, cul-
turally sensitive treat-
ment.” 

She finds that such 
treatment leads to pa-
tients being able to for-

mulate and articulate 
questions. Ultimately, it 
clarifies confusion they 
may be experiencing. 
The objective is to, “help 
them find a greater sense 

of purpose and peace of 
mind,” she says.

She works with those 
who are dealing with 
trauma, abuse, depres-
sion, anxiety, dual di-

agnosis issues, career 
changes, and life tran-
sitions. In addition to 
speaking English, she 
can conduct therapy in 
Hungarian and Yiddish. 

Yerukhimovich says, 
“Whether you are going 
through a transition or 
find yourself repeating 
the same patterns, ther-
apy can give you a chance 
to examine your inner 
struggles and work to-
wards personal growth.” 

She encourages indi-
viduals to embrace self-
discovery and learn how 
to view obstacles as op-
portunities for change.

Some of these obsta-
cles may include addic-
tion, alcohol abuse, anger 
management, depression, 
and divorce.

Joseph Lovecchio 
strives to improve over-
all quality of life by as-
sisting people in develop-
ing coping skills. 

“I engage clients in 
a person-centered ap-
proach, and explore early 
developmental conflicts 
that impact daily life,” 
he says. He has worked 
extensively with women 
who are survivors of do-
mestic violence. In addi-
tion, he deals with gen-
der-related issues that 
include bisexuality and 
transgender identity.

Each counselor’s in-
dividual profile can be 
viewed at www.thera-
pists.PsychologyToday.
com. Their particular 
specialties and accepted 
insurances can also be 
found here. 

Yerukhimovich notes 
that they work on a slid-
ing scale to accommodate 
those who may not have 
insurance.

Bay Ridge Psychothera-
pists [545 73rd St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 238–1580]. 
Call Sundays through Fri-
days, 9 am–8 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Better living through therapy 
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BAY RIDGE

 Put your hands together for Rose 

Marciante. The lovelier-than-roses 
Rose turned 105 years young on Feb. 12, 
and helping her celebrate the great day 
was grandson Micheal Marciante.

Micheal planted a big kiss on his 
glorious grandma, helped her blow out 
the candles on her red frosted cake, 
and thanked his lucky stars for having 
such a remarkable relative.

“I’m very thankful and truly 
blessed to have such a strong, loving, 
and cheerful nana at the age of 105,” 
said  Micheal. 

Standing O is sending out 105 b-day 
shout-outs to Rose, and wishing her an 
Italian toast, “Cent’ anni.” 

BOROUGH WIDE

Save the date
Come to this very important double 

header on March 15 (3–7:30 pm) and be 
prepared to give.

Public School 102 will hold a  blood 
drive in memory of Mathiew John-

son, and a bone marrow drive for 
6-year-old John Faro Vitale, who is 
suffering from a rare blood disease.

Roll up those sleeves and donate a 
pint or two, and be tested for a marrow 
match. Enjoy snacks, coffee, and tea; 
some really great raffl es; and leave 
with the wonderful knowledge that 
you helped to save a life. 

What are you waiting for? Don’t for-
get to bring a photo or signature identi-
fi cation — you can’t donate without it. 

PS 102 [211 72nd St. at Ridge Boule-
vard in Bay Ridge, (800) 688–0900]

Hip, hip, hooray!
The Innovation Awards named 

Brooklyn Public Library its “Tech 
Mission Organization of the Year” for 
having the biggest impact on inclusiv-
ity, education, or access in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math, 
thrilling administrators.

“Brooklyn Public Library’s staff 
and volunteers provide creative, edu-

cational S.T.E.M. programs to young 
people of all ages and to the adults who 
teach them,” said chief librarian Lisa 

Rosenblum.

Brooklyn Public Library offers free 
access to technology to Brooklynites 
and is one of the borough’s largest 
providers of free, wireless internet ac-
cess.

Brooklyn Public Library (www.
bklynlibrary.org).

Save the date part deux
Temple Sholom and Hatzolah 

of Mill Basin volunteer ambulance 
corps is hosting a blood drive for Mai-

monides Hospital on Feb. 28 from 

10 am to 5 pm in memory of  Marvin 

Master.

A glatt kosher buffet and gifts will 
be provided for donors, who must be 
in good health, between the ages of 16 
and 76, and weigh at least 110 pounds. 
Donors who are 16 years old must have 
parental consent and supply a paren-
tal consent form. 

Temple Sholom [2075 E. 68th Street 
between Avenues T and U in Mill Ba-
sin, (718) 283–7657].

Scouts honor
Boy Scout Troop 76 and Cub 

Scout Pack 76 will hold its annual 
“A Scout is Reverent” celebration on 

Feb. 28. with a Mass at St. Bernard 

Church, followed by brunch in the St. 
Bernard Parish Hall at 10 am. 

Scout Sunday is one of the high-
lights of the Boy Scouts of America cal-
endar year, and has been designated as 
the primary date to recognize the con-
tributions of young people and adults 
to scouting.

Fifth-grade Webelo Scouts will 
take part in a crossover ceremony 
— from cub scouts into boy scouts — 
and become members of Troop 76. The 
event will also feature raffl es and 50-50 
drawings.

The Mass is open to all. Tickets for 
the brunch are $20 for adults, $10 for 
children 8 years and older, and free to 
children under 8.

St. Bernard Church (2055 E. 69th 
St at Avenue T in Mill Basin, info at  
troop76brooklyn@gmail.com).

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

MARINE PARK

Students at James Madison 

High School took conservation 
to the next level when they con-
structed Brooklyn’s longest plastic-
bag chain, drawing attention to  en-
vironmental issues. 

Special Education students 
wrapped the record chain around 
the perimeter of the school building 
in an attempt to heighten awareness 
of the growing plastic crisis in our 
nation.

“Plastic is strangling our planet,” 
said one budding greenie.

The project grew after teach-
ers Brian Schoenfelder, Jeanne 

Quarto, and Renee Kaiser asked 
conservation-minded students in 
their environmental science and 
botany classes to research an envi-
ronmental issue and potential solu-
tions. Students were also challenged 
with designing an event that could 
heighten awareness of the issue and 
prompt their peers to change a be-
havior that was adversely affecting 
our world. They began collecting 

plastic bags for recycling and repur-
posing, creating the record-break-
ing chain. 

The students will now distribute 
reusable fabric bags to their peers 
in hopes of breaking their ties to 
plastic.

Borough President Adams 

showed his support, digging right 
in and helping the students wind 
the chain around the school.

“This event is so important be-
cause it  helps kids shine, and take 
pride in their work and accomplish-
ments,” he said. 

 Principal Jodie Cohen agreed.
“Every student has such great 

potential,” she said. “The secret is 
tapping into their unique skills or 
interests.” 

Students broke the chain at the 
end of the day to symbolize break-
ing the plastic habit and saving our 
environment.

Standing O says, “Recycle, reuse, 
re-purpose.”

James Madison High School 
[3787 Bedford Ave. at Avenue P in 
Marine Park,  (718) 758–7200].

BOROUGH WIDE

Just say no!
Standing O is taking a deep 

breath and cheering for Paul 

Gammarano. The health and 
wellness guru was honored by 
Tobacco-Free Staten Island 
at New Dorp High School in 
Staten Island for his work in edu-
cating hundreds of young people 
each day on the dangers of smok-
ing. 

Paul’s wisdom extends to in-
structing his students on the 
manipulative methods used by 
the marketing execs who push 
tobacco on young people, and 
how today’s youth can change 
the habit and develop a healthy, 
smoke-free lifestyle. 

The Standing O pal teaches 
sage advice on both sides of the 
bridge. He shares his knowledge 
with students at Kingsborough 

Community College as well, 
encouraging them and commu-
nity members to live a healthy, 
tobacco-free life, and educate oth-
ers on the dangers and lack of 
knowledge on current products.

Standing O agrees and says, 
“Thank you Paul for teaching 
us all how to enjoy taking a deep 
breath.”

Kingsborough College [2001 
Oriental Blvd. in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5000].

BAGS APLENTY: Borough President Adams helps students at James Madison High 
School make a chain of plastic bags around the building. 

Gather bouquet of roses for Rose

Eco buffs in a class of their own
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To congratulate and thank Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction, 
please call Jennifer Stern at 718-260-8302 or email jstern@cnglocal.com

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s
2016 Women of Distinction

Regina Andriolo, Esq.
Anna Becker
Nancy Colt
Sybil DeVeaux
Audrey Doorn
Pamela Esposito-Amery
Nancy Falco

HONOREES

Our Honorees will be celebrated in a Keepsake Publication May 20, 2016

Bazah Roohi
Carmen Gloria Rosario-Olmedo
Dawn Simon
Stephanie Thompson
Hafi da Torres
Shirley Young

Lenore Friedman
Bonnii Gargano
Laura Glazier-Smith
Lynn Harris
Nataly Isikli
Michele Jerry, LCSW
Dr. Saundra Johnson

Ingrid P. Lewis-Martin
Dr. Amy Lipnicki
Diane Marino
Maria Teresa Nitti
Angelika Pisakhova
Beareather Reddy
Yvonne Riley-Tepie

Gala Dinner & Awards Ceremony
Tuesday, June 7, 2016

8023 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11228

Hear it Mondays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Monday at 4pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Monday 
at 4 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
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the original pitch for the so-called 
Brooklyn Queens Connector and 
who has been  touting its benefits 
to media outlets  — that commut-
ers will be able to step off a train 
and onto the tram without paying 
again. 

“We see it as being seamless with 
the MTA, so we don’t see paying a 
separate fee,” Schwartz previously 
told this paper.

Local transit boosters say free 
transfers and integration between 
the two systems would be essential 
for winning residents over to the 
plan — especially those from low-
income areas in Sunset Park and 
Red Hook, who the mayor insists 
the streetcar will help.

“Having to pay two fares is un-
realistic, even for someone who is 
wealthy enough to afford a monthly 
MetroCard,” said Eric McClure, a 
co-chair of Community Board 6’s 
transportation committee, which 
encompasses Red Hook and Cob-
ble Hill, where the trolley will tra-
verse. “It would be critical to its 
success for it to fully integrate with 
the MTA system.” 

But Red Hook commuters may 
not have much choice in jumping 
aboard — the mayor also admitted 
that the new system could encour-
age the transit agency to scrap the 
subway-starved nabe’s sole bus ser-
vice, the B61  —  which currently fer-
ries around 30,000 people along the 
waterfront every weekday .

“If the MTA ended up with any 
excess capacity there are sure parts 
of the outer boroughs that could use 
a lot more bus services,” he said.

The news is another blow for 

cash-strapped local commuters  who 
learned last year that the ferry ser-
vice DeBlasio  plans to roll out be-
tween Dumbo and Bay Ridge in 2017 
will also not offer free transfers or 
integrate with the transit authori-
ty’s system. There are also no guar-
antees of free transfers between the 
ferries and streetcar, a rep for the 
mayor’s office said. 

Transportation honchos also 
fielded questions on the key ques-
tion of whether the streetcar will 
tangle with regular traffic or have 
its own light-rail-style lane with 
right-of-way, but offered only vague 
assurances that it would be a mix of 
both.

“Our goal here is to have street-
cars move in traffic, but as much as 
we can a right-of-way where we’ll be 
keeping traffic out so we can achieve 
speeds that are going to make the 
real travel time savings that we’re 
talking about,” said transportation 
department czar Polly Trottenberg.

DeBlasio first announced his sup-
port for the Brooklyn Queens Con-
nector earlier this month, jumping 
on board a proposal created by wa-
terfront developers and businesses, 
who hope the yuppie-friendly mode 
of transport will encourage more 
building and higher property values 
along the proposed route. Both the 
mayor and backers claim the sys-
tem can pay for itself via increased 
property taxes,  though some transit 
experts have slammed that plan for 
leaving too much to chance .

A spokesman from the Metropoli-
tan Transit Authority declined to 
comment on integrating fares, but 
said it was ready to talk with the city. 

“We look forward to learning 
more about the city’s proposal,” 
said the authority’s press guru 
Kevin Ortiz.

Continued from cover 

STREETCAR

BUT MAIN STREET’S STILL ALL CRACKED AND BROKEN: A rendering imagines a streetcar 
gliding past Industry City in Sunset Park — which in this fantastical future also sports bike 
lanes and repaved roads. Friends of the Brooklyn Queens Connector

TRADITION’S NEW HOME
Call 800.745.3000 OR visit islanders.nhl.com to 

purchase tickets to the next New York Islanders game!

ISL ANDERS 
FAN OF THE WEEK

Get spotted in your NY Islanders gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

James Cordiner, 
 Levittown, NY

“I love the Islanders because they score goals.” 
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For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/19/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#3640

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995

‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995 $10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995 $14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

NEVER GET STUCK IN THE SNOW AGAIN! MAJOR WORLD
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
YOUR TAX REFUND!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/19/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

14k miles, Stk#15152

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$33,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$28,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

D SUV CENTER! OVER 700 SUV’S IN OUR INVENTORY!
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Aspiring legal eagles got on 

their law school’s case for 

proposing shrubbery that 

would uproot pavement ped-

dlers hawking fruit, books, 

and clothing outside their 

Downtown campus (“Turf 

war! Brooklyn Law students 

join street vendors’ fi ght 

against sidewalk hedge,” by 

Lauren Gill,  online Feb. 15). 

Pupils started an online pe-

tition requesting college bigs 

ditch their application for 

10 boxwood hedges around 

Joralemon Street and 

Boerum Place, so hucksters 

can hustle without hassle. 

A local panel has approved 

the planters, but neighbors 

claim they would block views 

of traffi c and become trash 

cans for litterbugs. The De-

partment of Transportation 

will make the fi nal decision. 

Online readers dug our re-

port:

I am a current Brooklyn Law 
School student, and I stand with the 
street vendors. If we, as a law school, 
strive to be a public interest institu-
tion, to be good community members 
and neighbors, to engage in critical 
thinking on gentrifi cation during 
our annual Race and the Law pro-
gram series, to run a Street Vendor 
Project pro bono program, then we 
cannot also displace local vendors 
and jeopardize their livelihoods. Not 
to mention doing so in an opaque 
way that prevents vendors from be-
ing able to defend their space or ad-
equately prepare for change. If we 
need more plants, put them inside 
the courtyard! Solidarity, not “beau-
tifi cation” and displacement! 
 Jill from South Slope 

Doubtful most are actually li-
censed with the city. Illegal goods 
sold tax-free with no rent paid. Fan-
tastic issue to throw your weight be-
hind. Ian from Williamsburg 

As a current B.L.S. student I stand 

with the street vendors and support 
them in their fi ght to keep their live-
lihoods, and prevent the further gen-
trifi cation of the neighborhood at the 
hands of an institution that claims 
to be a supporter of the local commu-
nity. Also while we may not all buy 
DVDs, we all eat at that halal cart 
and it is delicious, come on. 
 Claire from Crown Heights 

The photo actually shows a ven-
dor (are they licensed?) holding boot-
leg DVDs for sale. I understand that 
they’re trying to support themselves, 
and I sympathize with the loss they 
face if kicked out. But the school isn’t 
trying to bulldoze an orphanage to 
build a faculty lounge here. It’s try-
ing to act within the law at the ex-
pense of people who have been acting 
without it. 

“Trying to support one self” can-
not be the sole standard applied in 
these scenarios. At least some of the 
vendors are breaking the law by sell-
ing bootleg property. Others are pos-
sibly violating regulations by selling 
without permits. 

Claiming that they deserve pro-
tection because this is their means 
of subsistence is equivalent to say-
ing they’ve been allowed to profi t 
from breaking the law for this long, 
you can’t deprive them of their right 
to continue to break the law. Under-
standing their plight and supporting 
them is one thing, but vilifying the 
school seems entirely inappropriate.
 Passerby from Brooklyn 

This is just step one of the B.L.S. 
plan to expand its main building to-
ward Joralemon, remove or reduce 
the courtyard, and rent out street-
level retail space. 

But they’re not telling you that 
yet, minions, because if you haven’t 
yet fi gured it out they don’t care 
what you think and only want your 
$50 grand a year. I’d be interested in 
their spokesman’s thoughts on this 
plan. A little bird 

 from Brooklyn Heights 

The Brooklyn Law School admin-
istration seems to lack accountability 
to the students that pay its members’ 
(very high) salaries. This is an is-
sue of transparency, and it shows up 
in other areas of how the law school 
conducts itself both internally and in 
the public sphere. The fact that we, as 
a school, sponsor a pro bono project 
that advocates for this type of vendor 
is ironic and adds insult to injury.
 Rachel Russell 

from Brooklyn Heights 

Wow. One of the vendors appears 
to be holding an illegally made, boot-
leg DVD right in front of a law school 
that offers concentrations in Copy-
right Law. They are a nuisance and 
get in the way. I’ve lived my whole 
life walking around that area and it 
will be good to see them go. 
 Jim from Cobble Hill 

I hear the point about the illegal 
DVDs and such. That’s a separate is-
sue. They are licensed by the city to 
be street vendors. If they are break-
ing the law, it’s up to the city to pros-
ecute those individuals. There’s 
a whole bunch of other things the 
various vendors sell which are per-
fectly legal. A private institution 
displacing all of them for the alleged 
offenses of a few is obviously inap-
propriate.

Chris A. from Crown Heights 

Not exactly a tragic ending if 
these vendors actually end up pay-
ing retail rents, like the rest of the 
taxpaying businesses downtown.
 Ian from Williamsburg 

One question: the petition sign-
ers include non-student neighbors 
and alumni. How does that repre-
sent “our tuition money” and cur-
rent students? Rena from B.H. 

The petition collected well over 
100 signatures before anyone out-
side B.L.S. found out about it. I 
would also encourage you to look at 
the comments on the petition itself. 
The  overwhelming majority are 
from B.L.S. students. B.L.S. 

Student from B.H. 

I am a current student at B.L.S. 
and also stand with the street ven-
dors. While I do love greenery and 
the trees found around Brooklyn, I 
do not love it at the expense of people 
and people’s livelihood. 

These vendors have become a 
part of my daily life in Brooklyn 
and add to the diversity of the city 
that I love so much. Brooklyn Law 
School purports to be a public inter-
est school, attracting the attention 
of many public interest-minded stu-
dents, and this action goes against 
everything we stand for. 

This is not the B.L.S. I have spent 
over $200,000 to attend, and I am not 
okay with my tuition dollars helping 
displace people from their jobs and 
income. 
 Meghan from Brooklyn Heights 

The planters would help with 

storm runoff. Jane from Bushwick 

 

This is only one side of the story! 
Interview the plants! What do they 
have to say about this? Are they 
more important than tax-free, pi-
rated DVDs? Henry Dooter 

 from Brooklyn Heights 

I rarely buy DVDs, so that partic-
ular vendor (others sell vegetables, 
gloves, children’s workbooks etc.) 
being displaced doesn’t really affect 
me. I don’t buy makeup, so I would 
like to replace Sephora with a green 
house. I don’t have a car, so I’d like to 
close Joralemon Street to traffi c and 
plant a farm there. I usually don’t 
take the bus, so can we get rid of that 
bus stop already? I’ve never been on 
fi re, so I would much prefer a tree to 
that hydrant I always step around. 
 Chris Antonelli 

 from Crown Heights 

The community voted to get 
the planters there. Additionally 
couldn’t they just locate really close 
by? There seems to be a lot of spots 
open. I may be wrong, but it seems 
they could move pretty easily within 
the street vendor guidelines. 
 Kyle from Brooklyn Heights 

I wouldn’t agree that the commu-
nity voted to put the planters there, 
because most of the stakeholders 
(students, faculty, staff, the vendors 
themselves) weren’t even aware of 
this plan until last week. The school 
created and pushed for this pro-
posal without telling anyone about 
it. There was no referendum. I take 
it you mean the community board 
voted to allow the planters there — 
this is true. They did so after hearing 
commentary from only two parties: 
the Brooklyn Downtown Partner-
ship (businesses with an interest 
in kicking out the vendors who are 
their competition) and B.L.S. (which 
apparently has decided to abandon 
its commitment to advocating for 
people with less resources to advo-
cate for themselves).  Jerehme from 

 Brooklyn Heights 

The same ones who want them 
removed better not say anything if 
the vendors decide they wanna go on 
welfare because of it. 

I say leave them alone and let 
them make a living, just like all the 
other vendors Downtown. 

You might not think whatever 
they’re selling fi ts your tastes, but 
they still gotta eat, just like the next 
person. jjm from c. hill 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Students battle law school over vendor-booting bush
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fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

ear Gov. Cuomo,
Like you, we are the 

parents of three daugh-
ters. Walking the streets of 
New York, they tell us they are 
catcalled, leered at, and objec-
tified. Last year, one of them 
was groped by a stranger on 
the street. In high school and 
college, they are highly likely 
to experience unwanted sex-
ual advances.

The New York City subway 
system is no joke either, but we 
never expected the train itself 
to objectify our daughters.

 There are three ads cur-
rently on display from Doc-
tor’s Plastic Surgery — one 
more offensive than the other. 

In one of these ads, a young 
woman making a sad face 
holds two oranges in front of 
her breasts. Next to her stands 
the same woman, but this 
time she is beaming ear to 
ear. Why? She is now holding 
two grapefruits in front of her 
breasts — she is the happy re-
cipient of breast augmentation 
surgery by the crass medical 
group that paid for this public 
ad seen by millions of subway 
riders.

Would you and the MTA al-
low an ad with a young man 
making a sad face while hold-
ing a pickle in front of his pe-
nis next to the same man mak-
ing a happy face while holding 
an eggplant there?

We think not.
I doubt we are the only par-

ents in New York whose blood 
boils every time we’re stand-
ing in a cramped subway car 
in front of sexist “breast aug-
mentation” ads. Most men in 
New York either have daugh-
ters or nieces or sisters or 
wives or girlfriends whose 
daily commute is subject to 
this body-shaming image.

Gov. Cuomo, we know this 
situation has upset you in the 
past. In April 2014, your for-
mer aide, Howard Glazer, sent 
a pointed note to MTA Chair-
man Tom Prendergrast on 
your behalf objecting to a sim-
ilar ad. “Made in New York” 
(which was emblazoned across 
a woman’s oversized breasts) 
was another augmentation ad 
that featured oversized cleav-
age as a desirable outcome. 

Your aide’s letter to the 
MTA read: “In response to 
a query from our office, the 
MTA advised that such ads 
fall within the MTA’s writ-
ten standards for advertising. 
With all due respect, we sug-
gest those standards need to 
be revisited … Tens of thou-
sands of children ride the sub-
way every day to get to school 

… The public has a right to ex-
pect that the MTA will strive 
for a family-friendly environ-
ment.”

MTA spokesman Adam Lis-
berg said then that the agency 
would look into the governor’s 
request. 

“The MTA understands 
the concerns that Gov. Cuomo 
and others have raised about 
this advertisement and about 
maintaining a family-friendly 
environment on our trains 
and buses. We will revisit our 
standards and our process for 
reviewing them.”

That was almost two years 
ago.

When we recently wrote 
to the MTA to complain about 
the offensive “breast augmen-
tation” ads, an MTA employee 
wrote back that “because of 
the First Amendment” the 
state agency cannot make 
guidelines to reject ads that 
are offensive or demeaning 
unless it would “imminently 
incite or provoke violence.”

Really?
Gov. Cuomo, you have the 

power to change this clearly 
mistaken MTA policy. 

If an ad demeaning to men 
was posted in New York City 
subway or bus, we have no 
doubt that it would wisely be 
rejected by the MTA.

Why are ads demeaning to 
women any different?

Your instinct two years 
ago, when you had one of your 
aides question this sexist ad 
campaign, was absolutely cor-
rect. We are not sure why you 
backed down so quickly.

We know that in 2014 you 
were busy running for re-elec-
tion and starting the Women’s 
Equality Party, which deliv-
ered more than 50,000 votes in 
your victorious campaign.

Now it is time to stay true 
to your beliefs and do the right 
thing. Tear down those sexist 
ads on the subway. 

We know you can do it, Gov-
ernor. If nothing else, do it for 
your daughters. And ours.

Sincerely, 
Tom Allon and Rebecca Co-

hen
Tom Allon and Rebecca 

Cohen are domestic partners 
living in Brooklyn. They have 
three teenaged daughters be-
tween them.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

ne day after President 
Obama signed legisla-
tion that will brand the 

passports of sex offenders last 
week, a federal court chal-
lenge was filed against it. 

The International Megan’s 
Law is supposedly a way to 
alert foreign countries to sex 
offenders who may be trav-
eling there for sex tourism 
or trafficking purposes. Of 
course, who isn’t against sex 
trafficking? We all are! But 
branding people’s passports 
isn’t going to do any good. The 
U.S. State Department itself 
found that the law’s rationale 
is “very misleading.” And af-
ter conducting a study, the 
General Accounting Office 
“found no evidence that the of-
fenders used their passports to 
commit sex offenses abroad.”

Got that? No. Evidence. 
But heck — what’s a com-

plete lack of evidence com-
pared to political grandstand-
ing? The bill was sponsored by 
Rep. Chris Smith (R–NJ) and 
passed both houses with only 
a single, brave lawmaker, Rep. 
Bobby Scott (D–VA), speaking 
out against it. He said that he 

endorsed the bill’s provisions 
to notify foreign countries 
about sex offenders’ travel 
plans, but was repulsed by the 
idea of the “unique passport 
identifier” — government-
speak for passport branding. 

“It is simply bad policy to 
single out one category of of-
fenses for this type of treat-
ment,” Scott told the House. 

“We do not subject those who 
murder, who defraud the gov-
ernment or our fellow citizens 
of millions and billions, or 
who commit acts of terrorism 
to these restrictions.”

Terrorists? Pffft. It is only 
sex offenders who must de-
clare their past deeds this way. 
And that is what the court 
challenge is hinged upon.

“We don’t want those ‘iden-
tifiers’ on anybody’s passport,” 
says lawyer Janice Bellucci, 
president of the group Cali-
fornia Reform Sex Offender 
Laws, who is filing the federal 
challenge on behalf of four sex 
offenders. “Our strongest ar-
gument is that it violates the 
First Amendment, because 
that ‘unique identifier’ is com-
pelled speech.” 

In other words, “The gov-
ernment is making you say 
something you don’t want to 
say.”

Bellucci has been down 
this legal road before. Twice 
she argued against California 
towns forcing sex offenders 
to put “No trick-or-treating” 
signs on their doors, and twice 
she won. A third time she sued 

the California Department 
of Corrections for the same 
thing. The department had 
told registrants they had to 
put that sign on their doors on 
Halloween. And if they didn’t 
have a home and lived in a 
tent, well by golly, they had to 
put a “No trick-or-treating” 
sign on their tent flap. And 
if they were living in a sleep-
ing bag at the side of the road, 
they had to put a “No trick-or-
treating” sign on their sleep-
ing bag, too. 

Presumably this would 
help fend off the hordes of chil-
dren seeking bite-size Snick-
ers from the homeless. Bel-
lucci won that case, too. 

Like candy-doling, Hal-
loween-activated predators in 
sleeping bags, the problem of 
registrants traveling abroad 
for sex tourism is also not a 
common one. Chris Smith 
has written that, “currently 
tens of thousands of offenders 
could be traveling abroad as 
child sex tourists.”

But they aren’t. 
The U.S. Justice Depart-

ment itself says that about 
10 Americans a year are con-

victed of “sex crimes against 
minors in other countries.” 
Meantime, there are more 
than 800,000 people on the Sex 
Offender Registry — about a 
quarter of them minors. This 
means that the vast major-
ity of registrants — at least 
790,990 one of them — are not 
sex tourists. And yet we won’t 
give them the basic right of 
traveling this great earth. 

The United States has never 
branded anyone’s passport un-
til now. Somehow we have sur-
vived 200-plus years of giving 
all citizens the right to serve 
their time and then go on with 
their lives. Former drug deal-
ers can travel south of the bor-
der. The Ocean’s 11, 12, and 13 
crews can hop on a plane to 
Monaco. But sex offenders, in-
cluding teens who sexted and 
former flashers now in their 
80s, will be branded with the 
scarlet S and kept in internal 
exile. It is for the sake of the 
children, of course.

It always is.
Lenore Skenazy is founder 

of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids, and a contributor 
at Reason.com. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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By Allegra Hobbs

Finally, a sexy way to learn your 
ABCs! 

A Bedford-Stuyvesant writer 
has penned a sneakily subversive chil-
dren’s book that teaches kids the alpha-
bet with dirty double-entendres. But the 
author of “P is for Pussy” says that the 
double-meanings are totally lost on the 
innocent — or at least, they should be. 

“If your children know all these sex 
and drug references, you have a bigger 
problem,” said Elissa Blount-Moorhead, 
who will celebrate the launch of her pic-
ture book at Dumbo’s Powerhouse Arena 
on Feb. 29.

The book pairs potentially dirty words 
with innocent illustrations, such as “A is 
for ass” — accompanied by an image of a 
donkey — and “C is for cock,” depicting 
a guy holding a rooster.

She dreamt up the idea while trying 
to keep her youngsters — and herself — 
entertained during a long road trip, and 
started spouting off a naughty but kid-
friendly alternative alphabet to mix up 
the ho-hum “A is for apple.”

The former Pratt professor and moth-
er of two, who splits her time between 
Brooklyn and Baltimore, decided the 
current kids’ book market could use 
more low-key adult humor to keep par-

ents laughing while putting the little 
ones to bed.

“I spent a lot of time trying to find 
more subversive and visually arresting 
books, and I was completely bored with 
what was being offered at the time,” said 
Blount-Moorhead.

The adult alphabet book can poten-
tially be read to kids, unlike the similar 
work “ Go the F--- to Sleep ,” which aped 
the form of a children’s book while being 
aimed solely at adults. 

In addition to the naughty double-
meanings, mature female readers may 
get a kick from the book’s decidedly 
sex-positive, feminist voice, said Blount-

Moorhead. Many of the words and imag-
es, like “V is for vixen” and the more 
dicey “H is for hoe,” were carefully ren-
dered to depict sexually-liberated women 
in full control of their bodies. 

The book’s illustrator, local artist 
Wangechi Mutu — known for her bold, 
colorful collages of female figures — is 
currently visiting Nairobi, but will join 
the author at the launch via Skype to chat 
about feminist themes across their work.

“P is for Pussy” book launch party at 
Powerhouse Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049, www.
powerhousearena.com]. Feb. 29 at 7 pm. 
Free. 

Alphabet book drips with double meanings

D is for double-entendre: Elissa Blount-
Moorhead has created an alphabet book 
with dirty double meanings, so adults can 
get a secret kick out of reading to innocent, 
oblivious kids.  Photo by Jason Speakman

I is for innuendo
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By Julianne Cuba

Hops on over to Sanders Studios! 
The city’s annual celebration of suds, New York 

City Beer Week, will flow into more than 400 beer-
centric events across all five boroughs on Feb. 19. And the 
highlight of the eighth annual beer-tasting festival — New 
York City Brewer’s Choice — will take place right here in 
Brooklyn, at Sanders Studios in Clinton Hill on Feb. 24. 

Brewer’s Choice is a celebration of craft beer that 
brings together brewers and beer-lovers for a night of qual-
ity food paired with craft beer, says the event’s co-founder 
and producer. 

“It’s kind of an amazing evening. If you love beer,” said 
Jimmy Carbone, host of the event, and also of the radio 
show “Beer Sessions.”

Visitors to the beer feast will easily spot Carbone, who 
will sport a pink-striped seersucker jacket, an outfit he 
reserves for special events, he said.

This year’s Brewer’s Choice will feature more than 40 
breweries, including six from Kings County, including 
Brooklyn Brewery, Threes Brewing, Greenpoint Beer and 
Ale, Keg and Lantern, Other Half, and newcomer Strong 
Rope brewery. The rest of the beer producers mostly come 
from the New York City area.

A ticket to the event will allow unlimited samples from 
the beer vendors, with many of the brews poured by the 
brewers themselves. Visitors can also sample food from 
an eclectic group of chefs and food purveyors, including 
Boerum Hill’s Mile End Deli and Park Slope’s Palo Santo.

“It’s our favorite night of the year. We put a lot into it,” 
Carbone said. 

Brewer’s Choice at Sanders Studios [525 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and Atlantic Avenue in Clinton Hill, 
(646) 232–8857, www.nycbrewerschoice.com]. Feb. 24 at 
6 pm. $80.

Beer in sight
Kelso Beer Company, located right next door to 

Sanders Studio, will host “Brewpiphany,” a special sam-
pling of home-brews, on the night before Brewer’s Choice. 
In early January, Kelso’s brewmaster Kelly Taylor gave 
about 50 homebrewers an un-hopped, un-fermented beer, 
so each could put a unique spin on it by fermenting, aging, 
or souring the beer as they saw fit. Visitors will sample 

each of the options and choose a winner. 
“The event is all about celebrating the beauty and qual-

ity of craft beer,” said Taylor, who is also president of the 
New York City Brewer’s Guild, organizers of New York 
City Beer Week.

Brewpiphany at Kelso Beer Company [529 Waverly 
Ave. between Fulton Street and Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill, (718) 398–2731, www.kelsobeer.com] Feb. 23 at 7 pm. 
$27.37.

Old enough to drink
At the 21st birthday party for its Black Chocolate Stout, 

the Brooklyn Brewery will serve up 10 different vintages 
of the seasonal imperial beverage. Visitors can taste the 
differences between different stouts while listening to a 
play-list of songs paired to the year of each version. 

Brooklyn Brewery [79 N. 11th St. between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 486–7422, www.
brooklynbrewery.com]. Feb. 22 at 6 pm. Free with RSVP.

By Dennis Lynch

The weather and the mugs are 
frosty!

Brooklyn drinkers seeking 
an antidote for winter weather have 
discovered a new option on the shelf. 
Brooklyn Brewery has switched up 
its seasonal offering this year, replac-
ing its usual Winter Ale with an 
Insulated Dark Lager. The new brew 
was designed for drinking from late 
fall through early spring, but it truly 
shines now that winter grips the bor-
ough, said the brewery’s founder.

“Insulated is a lighter in body, but 
it’s got much more pronounced roasty 
and chocolatey flavors to it,” Steve 
Hindy said. “We were looking for a 
little more of a richer beer — some-
thing nice and bracing when you’ve 
just come into the house after walking 
home in 20-degree weather.”

The brewery’s previous cold-
weather brew, the Winter Ale, had 
been in production for 10 years, and 
Hindy felt it was time for a change.

“We like to change things up and 
give our customers something new,” 
said Hindy. “And of course our best 
selling beer is Brooklyn Lager, so I’ve 
always wanted to do a dark lager.”

Lagers are a Brooklyn tradition, 
says Hindy, and 19th century brewer-
ies run by German immigrants turned 
out strong, traditional lagers.

“We based Brooklyn Lager on 
what they were brewing here, and 
Insulated Dark Lager is in that tradi-
tion,” Hindy said.

Words like “insulated” and “dark” 
may evoke thoughts of a heavy-in-
alcohol brew, but Insulated Dark 
Lager’s 5.6 percent alcohol by volume 
content is right on par with most of the 

brewery’s year-round brews. So even 
if you fill up on a few, you can trek 
into Brooklyn’s wintry wilderness 
while still being quick on your feet.

But Hindy does not have to venture 
into the snowy streets to get some of 
the new brew. He has Insulated Dark 
Lager on tap at his Gowanus home and 
is making  good use of it — he is on his 
second keg of the winter.

By M. Randazzo

Brooklyn is where the art is!
A prestigious monthly discussion of contempo-

rary art has vacated its home in Manhattan in favor 
of Brooklyn, the city’s creative center. After a decade at 
Manhattan’s National Academy of Art and Design, the 
 Review Panel  has a new home in the Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Dweck Center. The move brings the panel closer 
to the makers that fuel New York City’s vibrant art scene, 
said its founder.

“I’m conscious of the fact that much of our audience 
is made up of artists who live and or work in Brooklyn,” 
said David Cohen, who is also the editor and publisher of 
 artcritical.com . “It dovetails the desire to be closer to a 
younger and more creative audience and wanting to be in 
a public library.”

Brooklyn galleries are getting increased attention 
from the critical establishment, he said. 

“Bushwick and exciting points south in Red Hook and 
downtown Brooklyn constitute quite a vital scene these 
days,” said Cohen.

The Review Panel brings together artists and critics 
to examine current exhibits at galleries and museums 
around the city, though the new spot may lead to an 
increased focus on Brooklyn shows.

“I think there will definitely be a more Brooklyn 
angle,” said Cohen. “We’ve always been interested in 
Brooklyn, so it’s not a radical departure but I think it will 
be natural to have more of a sense of Brooklyn.”

Changing the location also gave Cohen a chance to 
tinker with the night’s format at bit. The first panel in 
Brooklyn, held on Feb. 9, featured a novelist in addition 
to critics and artists.

“One of the things in rethinking the panel is seeking 
greater diversity in terms of the demographics of panels,” 
he said, “but also tapping the expertise of people beyond 
the art world.”

Cohen believes the move can attract a new audience 
without alienating its regular attendees. 

“I find Manhattanites are happy to have an excuse to 
get to Brooklyn,” he said. 

At the next Review Panel, scheduled for March 8, 
Cohen will be joined by critics Svetlana Alpers and 
Laurie Fendrich, and Brooklyn artist David Salle. 

The Review Panel at the Brooklyn Public Library 
[10 Grand Army Plaza at Eastern Parkway in Prospect 
Heights (718) 230–2100, www.bklynlibrary.org]. March 8 
at 7 pm. Free.

Manhattan art discussion 
heads to a better borough

The best NYC Beer Week events in Brooklyn

Come in from the cold: Brooklyn Brewery’s 
Kaitie Lynch holds up a pack of the 
Williamsburg brewery’s new winter offer-
ing: Insulated Dark Lager. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

A critical guy: David Cohen, founder of the monthly Review Panel 
of contemporary art criticism,  moved the event to the Brooklyn 
Public Library after a decade in Manhattan. Gregg Richards

Tell me how you really feel: Brewer’s Choice co-founder Jimmy 
Carbone celebrates local beer at last year’s event, along with 
Erin Fairbanks of the Heritage Radio Network. The 2016 Brewer’s 
Choice beer-tasting happens on Feb. 24. NYC Brewer’s Choice

Critical split

BUZZ WORTHY

Try a new cold brew
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FULL BAR
SICILIAN COMFORT FOOD

Featuring
Our Famous 200 Year Old

Pizza Recipe!!
Closed Monday; 

Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm
Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

347–223–4176 • BellaGioiaNYC.com

ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE

Hours
Mon–Wed, 5-10:30pm, Thurs-Fri, 4-11:30pm, Sat-Sun, 11am-11:30pm

Saturday & Sunday
11am – 3pm

See menu @ 
www.AtlasSteak.com

LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS
B8Transportation Q B

Perfection On A Plate
Extraordinary Food
Impeccable Service

Rave Reviews
Enjoy Premium Hand-Cut Steak Nightly, 

Prepared To Perfection 
For A Classic Steakhouse Experience.

Live Entertainment
THURSDAYS

Guitar Nite 6pm - Close
FRIDAYS

Saxophone Nite 7pm - Close

F To
18 Ave.

Now
Serving
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Word’s pick: “What is Not Yours is Not 
Yours” by Helen Oyeyemi

I finished this collection and 
could not stop thinking about 
it! The first couple of stories 
seemed so simple, but I found 
myself thinking about the 
characters and events for days 
after. Oyeyami is good at get-
ting these quiet stories under 
your skin. After reading one 
particular story, I want des-
perately to be a part of the 
Wenches — you will have 
to pick up the book to see 
what that means.

— Katelyn Phillips, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.word-
brooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Child Poet” by Homero Aridjis

Memoir can be a leaden 
form, encumbered by fact 
without fancy — but in the 
best of hands, a life’s story 
can rise up off the page with 
the buoyancy of fiction. Such 
is the case with “The Child 
Poet,” beautifully translated 
by author (and daughter) 
Chloe Aridjis. A literary 
light in Mexico, Aridjis 
is largely unknown in the 
United States, which is a great loss for us. 
His memoir explores the moody textures of childhood 
with a keenly Proustian sense for the shimmering quality 
of novel experiences. 

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Feminist Utopia Project” edited 
by Alexandra Brodsky and Rachel 
Kauder Nalebuff 

This collection bursts at 
the seams with visions for 
a future, some radical and 
some so reasonable. This 
book contains multitudes: 
an island where only 
women live; childcare 
centers at high schools; 
increased hourly wages 
for restaurant workers; 
a walk through the des-
ert at night alone and 
unafraid; twelve-year-old 
musicians who refuse to be labeled a “girl 
band”; and sex-positive, body-loving conversations. The 
book’s 57 written and illustrated visions are informative, 
intentional, and laugh-out-loud fun. Reading this book, I 
felt a little closer to a utopia of my own.

— Stormy Budwig, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
By Alley Olivier

The sunny Caribbean has plenty of 
stories about spirits and black magic.

Those stories take center stage 
— literally — in the  play “Zingay,” 
manifesting in Fort Greene on Feb. 
20. The one-act performance will 
take the audience on a comedic jour-
ney of jealousy, violence, and the 
world of obeah women – those who 
use folk magic and sorcery. But it is 
also a reflection on Caribbean tradi-
tion, storytelling, and culture, said 
its director.

“For me, ‘Zingay’ is the story 
our grandparents told us,” said 
Faith Armstrong. “I would like the 
audience to take away how rich the 
Caribbean culture is, tradition is, and 
how much of an impact those stories 
had on us growing up.”

Written by Trinidadian playwright 
Freddie Kissoon in 1966, “Zingay” 
was adapted for this production by 
Armstrong and producer Marlon 
Gervis. The story follows a mar-
ried couple, played by Karen Joseph 
and Curtis Browne, who suspect that 
someone has cast a type of black 
magic on their child. 

The two clash over whether to 
seek help from a neighborhood obeah 
woman — the wife believes in the 
stories of evil spirits told by her 
grandmother, but her husband is 
more skeptical.  

“He doesn’t approve or believe 
in those things, but the wife is very 
gullible and was raised around that 

storytelling,” Armstrong said. 
“My character is a very con-

cerned mom who is very spiritual 
and believes everything anyone tells 
me,” said Joseph.

Despite the comedic nature of the 
play, some its more serious elements 
made the show more difficult for 
Armstrong to get ready than her pre-
vious play “Letters from Leonara.”

“This one is more challenging for 
me because it is a fun play but it’s also 
somewhat a heavier play,” she said. “I 
had to work a little bit more to get the 
cast members into character, there is 
fighting, jealousy, arguments.” 

The prominent role of spirits in 
the play was also a challenge for 

some of the mixed Caribbean cast. 
“Dealing with the obeah, spirits 

you will find some people are not 
comfortable acting certain parts,” 
Armstrong explained.  

The show is only scheduled to 
run for one night, but the cast has 
grand hopes about bringing it to a 
larger stage.

“It’s a lot of fun and I hope we can 
bring it back and do it on Broadway,” 
Joseph said. 

“Zingay” at Brooklyn Music 
School [126 St. Felix St. between 
Lafayette Avenue and Hanson Place 
in Fort Greene. (347) 692–9428. 
zingay.eventbrite.com]. Feb. 20 at 
8 pm. $30.

By Dennis Lynch

Good news, Bay Ridge! It is 
going to be a relatively warm 
weekend and there are plenty 

of reasons to get out there.
But Friday night you should rest 

up, because the rest of the week-
end will be jam-packed, as well as 
packed with jams!

It starts early on Saturday with 
cover band the Social Zoo, which 
will have a “laid-back jam session” 
to audition new bass players at No 
Quarter Tavern (8015 Fifth Ave., 
between 80th and 81st streets) start-
ing at 1 pm. The playlist-by-request 
outfit will ask the audience to vote 
for which four-string slapper should 
ask join the band, so show up and do 
your part for democracy.

Or celebrate Mardi Gras — 
the Scandinavian way! Have a Fat 
Tuesday party on Saturday afternoon 
at the Danish Mardi Gras at Vesuvio 
(7305 Third Ave. between 73rd and 
74th streets). The Scandinavian East 
Coast Museum and Lodge Brooklyn-

Sons of Norway have a slew of tradi-
tional festivities for you, including 
“hitting the barrel” (a pinata-like 
game), decorating spring branches, 
and chowing down on traditional 
fastelavensbolle sweet buns — you 
know you love ’em! The party starts 
at 1 pm and costs $35 ($20 for kids 

7–17, $15 for ages 6 and younger).
You can’t always get what you 

want — unless you want to rock out 
to the Stones all Saturday! Rolling 
Stones tribute band Sha-Doobie hits 
the stage at Red, White, And Brew 
(8910 Fifth Ave. between 89th and 
90th streets) from 4 pm until 8 pm. 
For those four hours, you get all-
you-can-drink wine, beer, and well 
drinks for $40.

Then you have enough time to 
make it to the Leif Bar (6725 Fifth 
Ave. between 67th and Senator 
streets) to catch Tiberius, a band 
covering the Grateful Dead, Rolling 
Stones, Pink Floyd, and Led 
Zeppelin. Tiberius goes on at 9 pm 
and will play two full sets. 

Football season is over, so there 
are no more excuses for spending 
Sunday afternoon on the couch. Bar 
circuit vet Max Christopher is play-
ing at Schnitzelhaus (7319 Fifth 
Ave. between 73rd and 74th streets) 
on Sunday at 4 pm, so grab a pint and 
liverwurst a little.

A ghostly Caribbean comedy plays Fort Greene

Giving up the ghost: The cast of “Zingay” (Karen Joseph, Curtis Browne, Sharon James 
and Tala Albert) deal with black magic in the Feb. 20 show. Heatwave Productions

TROPICAL SPIRITS

Bay Ridge is jam-band-packed!
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, FEB 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. NEW YORK 
KNICKS: $69–$4,000. 
7:30 pm.

SUN, FEB 21
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. CHARLOTTE 
HORNETS: $25–$3,000. 
6 pm.

THU, FEB 25
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$75. 7 pm.

FRI, FEB 26
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 7 pm.

SAT, FEB 27
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 11 am, 3 pm, 
and 7 pm.

SUN, FEB 28
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 11 am, 3 pm, 
and 7 pm.

TUE, MAR 1
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 10:30 am, 3 
pm, and 7 pm.

WED, MAR 2
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 7 pm.

THU, MAR 3
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 7 pm.

FRI, MAR 4
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 7 pm.

SAT, MAR 5
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 11 am, 3 pm, 
and 7 pm.

SUN, MAR 6
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 11 am, 3 pm, 
and 7 pm.

TUE, MAR 8
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS. PITTS-
BURGH PENGUINS: 
$90–$2,500. 7:30 pm.

WED, MAR 9
SPORTS, 2016 ATLAN-

TIC 10 BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP FIRST 
ROUND: $24. 6:30 pm.

THU, MAR 10
SPORTS, 2016 ATLAN-

TIC 10 BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP SEC-
OND ROUND: $30–
$35. Noon and 6:30 pm.

FRI, MAR 11
SPORTS, 2016 ATLAN-

TIC 10 BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
QUARTERFINALS: 
$26–$62. Noon and 
6:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, FEB. 19
ART, “AGITPROP!”: This ex-

hibit explores the legacy 
and continued use of 
power and politically en-
gaged art. $16 museum 
admission. 11 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

“ALICE IN WONDERLAND”: 
The Lewis Carroll adven-
ture is adapted for mario-
nettes. $10 ($9 kids). 12:30 
pm and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–3391], 
www.puppetworks.org.

ANNUAL PARK SLOPE UMC 
BOOK SALE: More than 
10,000 books will be of-
fered at this massive an-
nual sale for only a buck 
or two each. Donations 
welcome. $5 admission. 
7–9:30 pm. Park Slope 
United Methodist Church 
[410 Sixth Avenue at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (917) 
328–7125], www.park-
slopeumc.org. 

THEATER, “PERICLES”: 
Shakespeare’s story of 
adventurous travel, re-
demption, and forgive-
ness is performed with 
an original score from 
Tony-nominated composer 
Shaun Davey. $55–$85. 
7:30 pm. Theatre for a 
New Audience, Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Ful-
ton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(212) 229–2819], www.
tfana.org. 

MUSIC, SLAVIC SOUL 
PARTY: The nine-mem-
ber Balkan funk band 
performs. Free. 7:30 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

MUSIC, EVENING HYMNS, 
HEAVEN’S JAIL, LOVE 
LOVE: $8. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THEATER, “MEN ARE 
DOGS”: Narrows Com-
munity Theater presents 
a original comedy from 
Joseph Simonelli. $20 ($15 
seniors). 8 pm. St. Patrick’s 
School Auditorium [401 
97th St. at Fourth Avenue 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 482–
3173], www.narrowscom-
munitytheater.com. 

DANCE, “BORDERS”: Brook-
lyn ensemble Leimay uses 
sound, light, voice and 
movement to create a 
hauntingly evocative land-
scape of bodies turned 
inside out. $25-$40. 8pm. 
BAM Fisher (321 Ashland 
Pl. between Hansen Place 
and Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/visit/buildings/bam-
fi sher. 

SAT, FEB. 20
COLONIAL DAY AT THE 

FORT PUTNAM RE-
DOUBT: Join the Urban 
Park Rangers for a day of 
colonial fun. Free. 10 am–3 
pm. Fort Greene Park Visi-
tor Center [Enter park at 
Myrtle Avenue and Wash-

ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722–3218]. 

WINTER SPORTS: Not sure 
which winter sport at the 
LeFrak Center at Lakeside 
is right for you? Try skat-
ing, hockey, curling, or 
broomball. Free. 1–8 pm. 
LeFrak Center at Lakeside 
[171 East Dr. at Ocean Ave-
nue in Prospect Park, (718) 
462–0010], www.lakeside-
brooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “PERICLES”: 2 
pm and 7 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

THEATER, “MEN ARE 
DOGS”: 2 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

MUSIC, ROUX SERIES: The 
Roux Roux gallery launches 
a new music series with 
Fond Pursuits, the Ghost, 
and Vaubel Gilmore Duo. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 7 pm. 
Roux Roux [243 Smith St. 
at Douglass Street in Cob-
ble Hill, (718) 875–4858], 
www.rouxrouxgallery.com. 

MUSIC, NINE LIVES OF 
ELECTRONIC MUSIC 
WITH YUKA C. HONDA: 
$20 ($15 students and se-
niors). 8 pm. Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

ANNUAL PARK SLOPE UMC 
BOOK SALE: 9 am–5:30 
pm. See Friday, Feb. 19.

“THE BOOK OF LIFE”: The 
Sunset Park Cinema Club 
for Kids shows the stop-
motion fi lm. With a perfor-
mance and puppet show 
by the Ballet Folklorico 
Quetzalcoatl at 10:30 am. 
Film at 11:45 am. Free with 
RSVP. 10 am. Industry City 
Factory Floor [241 37th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
(718) 417–7362], rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

FREE FAMILY DAY AT 
WYCKOFF FARMHOUSE: 
Wyckoff Farmhouse hosts 
a day of kid-friendly tours, 
hands-on activities, scav-
enger hunts, and more. 
Special activities for kids 
younger than 10 before 2 
pm. Free. 1–4pm. Wyck-
off House Museum [5816 
Clarendon Rd. at E. 59th 

Street in Canarsie, (718) 
629–5400]. 

TALK, FROM BROOKLYN 
COLLEGE TO CONEY 
ISLAND: Three Brooklyn 
College graduates who 
spend years photograph-
ing Coney Island present 
an illustrated discussion 
of their careers. Free. 2 
pm. Valentine Museum of 
Art [1655 Flatbush Ave. 
between Avenue I and E. 
23rd Street in Midwood, 
(718) 696–8355], www.val-
entinemuseumofart.com. 

FUND RAISER, “THIS MIGHT 
HURT” FUND-RAISER: 
The Pongo Power gym 
helps raise money for a 
documentary about peo-
ple living with chronic pain. 
The night will feature live 
music, food, drinks, and a 
silent auction. $30. 4 pm. 
Pongo Power [350 Flatbush 
Ave. between Sterling and 
St. Johns places in Park 
Slope, (917) 340–0720], 
www.pongopower.com. 

THEATRE, A LITTLE NIGHT 
MUSIC: A Sondheim mu-
sical about the romantic 
lives of several couples. 
$18. 8 pm. The McKinney 
Chapel, at First Unitar-
ian Society (116 Pierre-
pont St., between Clinton 
St. and Monroe Place in 
Brooklyn Heights), www.
theater2020.com. 

SUN, FEB. 21
MUSIC, CONTINENTAL 

CONNECTIONS — AUS-
TRIA AND HUNGARY: 
Classical music from Hun-
garian composer Iván Fis-
cher, Mozart, and Haydn. 
$10–$38. 2 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, NATE CRAIG & 
FRIENDS: With comedians 
Rachel Feinstein, Nick Vat-
terott, David Angelo, Josh 
Gondelman, and Jon Rud-
nitsky. $8 ($6 in advance). 9 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

ANNUAL PARK SLOPE UMC 
BOOK SALE: 12:30–5:30 
pm. See Friday, Feb. 19. 

ART, “ADVENTURES IN THE 
BORDER LAND” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: A group 
exhibition exploring ge-
ographies through time, 
space and radiance. Free. 
Noon–2 pm. Dancewave 
[45 Fourth Ave. at Dean 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
522–4696], www.dance-
wave.org. 

ANIMAL TRACKING: Learn 
how to fi nd and know ani-
mals through their tracks. 
Led by the urban park 
rangers and for children 
10 and older. Free. 1 pm 
to 2:30 pm. Salt Marsh Na-
ture Center [3302 Avenue 
U in Marine Park, (718) 
421–2021]. 

COMEDY, SASHEER ZA-
MATA FOR AN HOUR: The 
comedian, actress, writer, 
and current SNL cast mem-
ber performs. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MON, FEB. 22
MODERATELY DIFFICULT 

TRIVIA: Every Monday, the 
Lodge hosts a session of 
its 14-week trivia league, 
with a mega-prize at end 
and weekly prizes as well. 
Drop-ins and teams wel-
come. Free. 8 pm. Syca-
more [1118 Cortelyou Rd. 
between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com. 

FILM, MUPPET VAULT PRES-
ENTS MOVIES!: Take a 
trip to Tinseltown with 
Kermit and the gang at this 
screening of the Muppets’ 
most memorable movie 
spoofs. $8. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com.  

TUES, FEB. 23
SENIOR SALSA: Free salsa 

classes for seniors. Free. 
10:30 am. Park Slope Se-
nior Center [463A Seventh 
St. at Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 832–
3726]. 

READING, MANHATTAN-
VILLE READING SERIES: 
The Crown Heights show-
case for emerging writers 
speaks with novelist Mira 
Jacob, Jennifer Baker, 
Matthew Daddona, and 
Amy Yedida Wolfe. Free. 
7:30 pm. Manhattanville 
Coffee [167 Rogers Ave. at 
St. Johns Place in Crown 
Heights, (646) 781–9900], 
www.manhattanvillecof-
fee.com. 

TALK, SECRET SCIENCE 
CLUB: The monthly meet-
ing for mind-bending lec-
tures, volatile experiments, 
chemical libations, star-
gazing sounds, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

WED, FEB. 24
BRIDAL EXPO AND FASH-

ION SHOW: A Bridal Affair 
to Remember presents a 

Sit down and talk it out: An accommodating Charlotte Hornets 
player offered Brooklyn Nets guard C.J. Watson a place to sit 
during their last match-up. The game on Feb. 21 may not be so 
friendly. Associated Press / Gerald Herbert

Hanging around: The Balkan soul gypsy funk band Slavic Soul 
Party will play a free concert at Bric Arts Media on Feb. 19. 
The band has teamed up with some Brooklyn teenagers to 
write a few tunes inspired by “West Side Story,” so expect 
those to slip into the funky repertoire. Slavic Soul Party

Continued on page 32
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bridal fashion show and 
exposition of wedding es-
sentials. Call to reserve 
seats. Free. 6:45 pm. 
Siricos Caterers [8023 13th 
Ave. at 81st Street in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 317–9701]. 

MUSIC, MICHAEL PETROSI-
NO’S PETRIO LIVE JAZZ 
TRIO: Free. 8 pm. The 
Room at Dizzy’s (230 Fifth 
Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN RAGA 
MASSIVE: $15. 8:00PM. 
Pioneer Works [159 Pio-
neer St. between Imlay 
and Conover streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–3001], 
pioneerworks.org. 

COMEDY, HOW I LEARNED 
TO EAT CAKE: This series 
features writers, story-
tellers, comedians, and 
other raconteurs holding 
forth on a rotating theme. 
This time, Blaise Allysen 
Kearsley, Cathy Erway, 

Mikki Halpin, and others 
discuss birthdays. $10 ($6 
in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THURS, FEB. 25
TOUR, A WALK IN HIS-

TORY CLERGY TOUR 
AND BREAKFAST: Tour 
the Weeksville Heritage 
Center, a museum that 
documents Brooklyn’s 
African-American com-
munity in the 19th Century. 
Followed by a meal. $5. 10 
am. Weeksville Heritage 
Center [158 Buffalo Ave 
at St. Marks Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
756–5250], www.weeks-
villesociety.org. 

Continued from page 31 

ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 
AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many ex-
hibits and galleries every 
Thursday evening, spon-
sored by Squarespace. 
Free. 6– 10 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

TALK, PERSON PLACE 
THING: The live podcast 
talks with Yancey Strickler, 
co-founder of Kickstarter. 
$5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org.

“YOUR LIFE IN LOGOTYPE” 
WITH STEPHEN POWERS: 
Join artist Stephen Pow-
ers and friends for a sign-
painting jam. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

VINNY DEPONTO, MIND 
READER: The critically 
acclaimed magician or-
chestrates an evening of 
delight of mystery. $10. 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

FRI, FEB. 26
TALK, LEARNER’S MIN-

YAN: Learn the meaning 
behind prayers and how 
to pronounce them in He-
brew. Free. 6:30 pm. Bay 

Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

READING, PEACH THE 
DUCK: Children’s book 
author Kamla K. Millwood 
reads from her “Peach the 
Duck” series. Free. 6:30 
pm. Little Red Riding Hood 
Corp. [237 Lefferts Ave. 
between Rogers and Nos-
trand avenues in Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens, (212) 
549–1838]. 

CONCERT, LOSTON HARRIS 
TRIO: The group pres-
ents Swingfully Yours, an 
array of arrangements of 
standards from the Great 
American Songbook. $40. 
7 pm. On Stage at Kings-
borough [2001 Oriental 
Blvd. at Oxford Street in 
Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

MUSIC, THE NOVA PROJ-
ECT: Featuring Ayumi 
Ishito on tenor sax, Mat-
thew Albeck on guitar, and 
Michel Maurer on drums. 
$15 suggested donation. 
8:30 pm. Ibeam Music 
Studio (168 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus), 
www.ibeambrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, BROOKE VAN 
POPPELEN HEADLINES 
A BASEMENT!: Comedian 
Brooke Van Poppelen per-
forms with Maria Heinegg, 
Seaton Smith, and Giulia 
Rozzi. $10 ($7 in advance). 
9:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

SAT, FEB. 27
MUSIC, REGINA OPERA’S 

“EMBRACE WINTER” 
CONCERT: Regina Opera 
presents a one-hour free 
concert with opera and 
Broadway selections. Free. 
4 pm. Vesuvio Restaurant 
[7305 Third Ave. between 
73rd and 74th streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 259–
2772], www.reginaopera.
org. 

MUSIC, METRO CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA: The Metro 
Chamber Orchestra per-
forms a concert of great 
Russian works $40. 8 pm. 
Kingsborough Commu-
nity College [2001 Oriental 
Blvd. at Oxford Street in 
Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5000], www.kbcc.
cuny.edu. 

“UP” WITH SUNSET PARK 
CINEMA CLUB FOR KIDS: 
Enjoy the Pixar fl ick and 
dance with Brooklyn Salsa. 
Dancing at 10:30 am, fi lm 
at 11:45 am. Free with 
RSVP. 10 am. Industry City 
Factory Floor [241 37th 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues; Brooklyn, 
NY 11232 in Sunset Park, 
(718) 417–7362], rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

ART, “FACING AMERICA” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
Photos of “Facing Ameri-
can: Portraits of Refugees 
Resettling in the U.S.” by 
Hidemi Takagi will be on 
view in the sanctuary of St. 
Ann’s. Free. 4 pm. St. Ann 
and the Holy Trinity Church 
[157 Montague St. at Clin-
ton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 875–6960], 
www.stannholytrinity.org.

presents

Order Tickets: www.NCTHEATERNY.com
Email your order to: NCT@NCTheaterny.com

Call NCT Hotline: (718) 482-3173

SHOW DATES:
Friday Feb 19 8pm
Saturday  Feb 20 2pm 
Q&A with the writer & cast

Sunday Feb 21 2pm
Friday Feb 26 8pm
Saturday Feb 27 8pm
Sunday Feb 28  2pm

St Patrick’s School Auditorium
97th St. & 4th Ave., Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 11209

Men Are Dogs
By Joseph Simonelli
Directed by Dawn Barry Hansen
Licensed with arrangement by Samuel French, Inc.

“Audiences are doubling up with laughter.” 
            – Asbury Park Press

Adults $20
Seniors $15

The Kingsborough  
Musical Society Chorus
CONDUCTOR MARK MANGINI

We perform a mixed repertoire of musical theater, folk 
and classical music, and present two concerts annually. 
Rehearsals are Thursday evenings at Kingsborough 

Community College in Manhattan Beach, Brooklyn. 

FREE PARKING  
SIGHT READING NOT REQUIRED!

CONTACT STEVE FRIEDMAN AT 

718.338.9132

M
CO

We 
and 
Reh

C

Volunteer Singers Wanted!

Open 7 Days,
Private Parties
7319 Fifth Ave.

Bay Ridge

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND

• Friday 2/19  Flower Power
• Saturday 2/20  Back Trax 
• Sunday 2/28  Max Christopher

Brooklyn’s Only Authentic German Restaurant

Schnitzel 
Haus

718.836.5600 • SchnitzelHausNY.com

Do youlike to Draw& Paint? Call us for our  Paint Night Schedule
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Great Selection of Domestic                       and Imported Ales & Beer

9404 4TH AVENUE 718-238-8899

Ala Carte Menu
also available

performing Saturday Feb. 20 @ 9pm

 Sunday Feb. 21st
 a tribute to the Honeymooners, Thursday Feb. 25th

 on piano every Friday @ 7pm

(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Leon M. Goldstein Performing Arts Center 

Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd, Brooklyn, NY

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME

SWINGFULLY 
YOURS 

with Loston Harris Trio 
Friday, February 26, 2016 

 at 7:00 p.m. | $40

AMERICAN 
SHOWSTOPPERS: 

An Evening  
with Cole Porter  

Saturday, March 5, 2016  
at 8:00 p.m. | $35/32

Wine, cheese, and swinging  
arrangements of timeless standards 

at Kingsborough’s Lighthouse  
overlooking the ocean.

Broadway’s Fred Barton and  
his Orchestra, headlined by  
a cast of Broadway’s best!
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984 
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712-4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833-8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or
 (718) 338-3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497-5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Brooklyn belongs to Abraham 
Lincoln again.

Senior Cahiem Brown 
scored a game-high 30 points 
to power the Railsplitters to 
an impressive 87–77 win over 
rival and defending champion 
Thomas Jefferson in the Pubic 
School Athletic League Brook-
lyn borough boys’ basketball 
fi nal at York College on Feb. 
14.

The win puts an exclama-
tion point on Lincoln’s turn-
around. The Railsplitters 
were 7–5 in league play before 
winning six-straight contests 
to solidify its place as a city ti-
tle contender.

“It proved that we are able 
to compete with anyone in 
the city,” Brown said. “I think 
coming out here and getting 
this win proves that we are 
the best team in the city right 
now.”

Lincoln, which lost its last 
two postseason games to the 
Orange Wave, came in with 

extra motivation after Jeffer-
son coach Lawrence “Bud” 
Pollard sat stars Shamorie 
Ponds and Rasheem Dunn for 
the regular season fi nale in 
Coney Island on Feb. 2.

“We felt disrespected when 
they did that,” said sophomore 
guard Tyler Bourne, who had 
12 points.

The feeling propelled his 
team to a fl ying start against 
a Jefferson club that appeared 
to be cruising instead of com-
peting. Lincoln led 16–8 af-
ter one frame, 27–11 after two 
Rakym Felder free throws at 
the second quarter’s three-
minute mark, and 33–16 at 
the half. Felder (14 points) did 
an excellent job keeping the 
ball away from the St. John’s-
bound Ponds in the fi rst half. 
Pollard wasn’t surprised by 
the slow start, but his “second 
half team” just couldn’t over-
come it.

“We didn’t jump on them,” 
he said. “We kind of hurt our-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Talk about a dog fi ght.

Thomas Jefferson boys’ bas-
ketball coach Lawrence “Bud” 
Pollard and Abraham Lin-
coln headman Dwayne “Tiny” 
Morton got into a square off 
over who was Brooklyn’s “big 
dog” during the Railsplitters’s 
87–77 victory over top-seeded 
Jefferson in the Public School 
Athletic League Brooklyn bor-
ough fi nal at York College on 
Feb. 14.

“I might be the big dog 
again,” Morton yelled to Pol-
lard with 30 seconds to play. “I 
might be.”

The jab was a reference 
to Pollard’s proclamation he 
was “the new boss in town” 
after the Orange Wave upset 
his top-seeded Lincoln team 

in the Public School Athletic 
League Class AA semifi nals 
two years ago.

Morton down-played his 
comments in the fi nal — it was 
just another well-timed barb 
in the city’s best boys’ basket-
ball rivalry.  

“I feel if Bud thinks he can 
talk to the media about me, I 
can do it back,” Morton said. 
“It’s nothing personal. It’s just 
jabs.”

Pollard claims he didn’t 
hear what Morton said from 
across the bench — others told 
him. He wasn’t surprised by 
the comments, joking that his 
counterpart has been waiting 
two years to say that.

“Today he is — he is the 
big dog,” Pollard said. “He’s 
been waiting to say that a long 

time. That goes to show you 
how much that loss hurt him a 
couple of years ago. Two years 
later he came back, he can’t 
sleep at night. It is what it is.”

Lincoln and Jefferson have 
been dueling for supremacy 
in Brooklyn and New York 
City after Boys & Girls won its 
third straight city title in 2012 
against Jefferson. The Rail-
splitters beat the Orange Wave 
for the crown a year later at 
Madison Square Garden. Jef-
ferson returned the favor by 
winning the next two postsea-
son meetings — that included 
last year’s borough fi nal with 
now-Orange Wave assistant 
coach and longtime Morton 
assistant Kenny Pretlow as 
the Railsplitters’ head man.

Continued on page 37

Continued on page 37

• ‘Their desire and their 
will to win is stronger 
than it’s ever been.’

• ‘Every game from 
now on is huge for 
us.’

— Bishop Loughlin girls coach Chez Williams on 
his team’s strong postseason performance.

— LIU forward Jerome Frink on the 
Blackbirds’ win over St. Francis.

TOP DOG: Lincoln coach Dwayne “Tiny” Morton claimed he is the “big 
dog” in Brooklyn again after his team beat Thomas Jefferson. 
 Photo by William Thomas

HOT SHOT: Lincoln’s Rakym Felder shoots a corner jumper. Photo by William Thomas

The leader of the pack

Railsplitters regain boro crown

Lincoln coach says he is ‘big dog’ after borough title win
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What a difference a 
year makes. 

This time last 
year, Bishop Loughlin’s 
postseason was spiraling 
downward after Christ 
the King handed the team 
a 13-point loss, but instead 
of entering this year’s play-
offs with a whimper, the 
Lions are rushing in roar-
ing. On Feb. 13, Loughlin 
routed the Royals 69–56 — 
the same deficit it lost by 
a year ago. The Loughlin 
squad clinched the win by 
using its biggest strengths 
— depth and athleticism 
— with a touch of sheer 
will and determination.

“Their desire and 
their will to win is stron-
ger than it’s ever been,” 
said an emotional Lough-
lin coach Chez Williams. 
“I feel our early schedule 
prepared us for the games 
right now. I’m so proud of 
the way they played for me 
today. If they can continue 
to play like that, it will be 
an interesting end of the 
year.”

Sure Christ the King 
was visibly tired playing 
its fourth game in five 
days (and on back-to-back 
days), but it’s how the Li-
ons pounced on the slug-
gish play that matters.

Loughlin never gave 
the Royals a chance to 
breath, swarming them on 
defense, pushing the pace, 
and capitalizing when 
coach Bob Mackey went 
to the bench in the sec-
ond quarter in an attempt 
to keep his starters fresh. 
There was never any panic 
or infighting when things 
got tough, just trouble-
shooting and results.

“Whatever wasn’t 
right, we made it right,” 
Williams said. “We didn’t 
argue. That is the sign of a 

team that is learning how 
to win.”

Four separate Lough-
lin players scored in dou-
ble figures. Guards El-
lease Billings-Harrison 
(16 points) and Lynette 
Taitt (15 points) took the 
pressure off star Milicia 
“Mimi” Reid (15 points), 
allowing her to close the 
game in the final quarter 
instead of carrying the 
load for four.

“We all have to be on 
the same page,” Taitt said. 
“Last year everyone was 
on a different page.”

B i l l i n g s - H a r r i s o n 
echoed the sentiment that 
a full year under their belts 
and a tough early season 
schedule is the reason why 
things are falling into place 
at the right time — now the 
team is more experienced, 
more composed, and more 
determined to win. 

“It got us ready for this 
game today,” she said.    

And it’s a better note 
on which to enter the play-
offs.

The score was same – 
the outcome totally differ-
ent.

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
An inspired performance 
helped Long Island Univer-
sity reclaim some of its brag-
ging rights — and improve 
its changes for a postseason 
berth.

The Blackbirds men’s bas-
ketball team led rival St. Fran-
cis College from start to fi nish 
in a 82–67 win at the Pope Cen-
ter on President’s Day. Long 
Island University, which lost 
its fi rst meeting with the Ter-
riers 64–49 in late January, 
opened up a 15-point lead in 
the fi rst half on Feb. 15 and 
never looked back. The Terri-
ers had won the last four meet-
ings, so victory was sweet for 
the Blackbirds.

“It was another chance to 
get revenge on this team,” for-
ward Jerome Frink said.

The win is the Blackbirds’ 
fi fth in the team’s last six 
games, and it ties the squad 
with St. Francis for sixth place 
in the Northeast Conference 
with four games remaining 
for both. The top eight clubs 
make the postseason tourna-
ment, and the Blackbirds still 
hope to be in the top four and 
earn a fi rst-round home game.  

“Every game from now on 
is huge for us,” point guard 
Martin Hermannsson said. 

“We were one game behind St. 
Francis before this one.”

A balanced offense was 
key — four players scored in 
double fi gures and generated 
19 assists and just seven turn-
overs on 28 fi eld goals. The 
Blackbirds’ held a sharpshoot-
ing Terriers team to just 40.4 

percent for the game and six-
for-25 from behind the arc.

“That was a pretty com-
plete game by our group — 
both offensively and defen-
sively,” coach Jack Perri said.

Hermannsson scored 11 
of his team-high 19 points in 

BY TROY MAURIELLO
A team that trains together 
wins together.

Bishop Loughlin girls’ bas-
ketball coach Chez Williams 
used an unconventional ap-
proach to team-building dur-
ing his squad’s 69–56 road win 
over Christ the King on Feb. 
13 — he had players ride the 
train together to their host’s 
Queens campus.

“I think, being together 
like that, it helps,” Williams 
said. “That’s the only thing 
I’m superstitious about … 
coming to games together — I 
believe you play better.”

The hocus pocus paid off 
— Loughlin rolled to an easy 
win over the parochial power-

house, securing second place 
in Brooklyn-Queens and a 
fi rst-round bye into the dioc-
esan semifi nals.

“Beating them today was 
wonderful,” said senior guard 
Ellease “Toucan” Billings-
Harrison. “It just sets the tone 
for us going into the playoffs.”

Four of fi ve Loughlin start-
ers scored in the double-fi g-
ures against Christ the King, 
with Billings-Harrison lead-
ing the way with 16 points. Ju-
nior guard Lynette Taitt had 
15, freshman guard Laysha de 
la Santos added 14, and Reid 
— Loughlin’s leading scorer 
— had 12. The balance was ex-
actly what Williams was look-

PUSHING THROUGH: Louglin 
guard Lynette Taitt drives to the 
hoop strong against Christ the 
King.  Photo by William Thomas

GOING AROUND: Jon Doss tries to get past LIU.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Balanced Blackbirds 
handle St. Francis

Electrifi ed: Subway trip 
sparks Lions’ surge

The Lions are 
roaring into 
postseason

Continued on page 37

Continued on page 37

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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Things only heated up when Pol-
lard chose to sit his stars Shamorie 
Ponds and Rasheem Dunn to rest them 
for the playoffs in the team’s season 
fi nale in Coney Island. Morton, who 
has beaten the Orange Wave twice this 
year in three contests, called it “kind 
of disrespectful” and said his players 
were happy to beat Jefferson at full 
strength.

“It’s a great win for coach,” said se-
nior guard Cahiem Brown, who scored 
30 points in the victory. “Everyone is 
on his back doubting him about every-
thing. I feel he proved he is still the 
best coach out here in the PSAL.”

Pollard acknowledged this round 
went to Morton, but knows this year’s 
battle is far from over with the city 
playoffs set to begin. 

“Today I guess he was the big dog,” 
Pollard said. “He won the chip, but 
there can only be one big dog — know 
what I’m saying?”

Continued from page 35 

MORTON

selves early. We just didn’t play well 
today in the fi rst half. Second half we 
played a lot better, but we were in a 
whole, couldn’t get over the hump.”

The Railsplitters spent the rest 
of the afternoon fending off Orange 
Wave runs. Jefferson (19–9) rattled off 

an 11–2 run to start the third quarter 
behind the St. Francis College-bound 
Dunn, who scored a team-high 33 
points. Things got dicey after that.

Two technical fouls on Jefferson, 
which had three in the game, fueled 
a 9–0 Lincoln run that started with 
a three from Bourne. A Brown hoop 
and a foul shot allowed the Railsplit-
ters (19–9) to take a 58–40 lead into the 
fourth, but the Orange Wave kept com-
ing.

Jefferson, which trailed by 18 twice 
in the second half, used a 7–0 run to get 
within 10 points on a layup by Ponds 
(21 points) with 4:44 to play. He missed 
a three on the next possession, and 
Brown made Jefferson pay with con-
secutive hoops inside. Bourne later fed 
Brown for a transition layup that put 
the Railsplitters up 74–59 with 2:20 to 
go in the contest.   

“I’m in the right spots at the right 
time being aggressive,” Brown said. 
“My teammates are doing a great job 
getting me the ball.”

The Orange Wave had one more run 
in it. A 9–0 spurt fueled by its defense 
got Jefferson within six points after 
Ponds made one of two free throws at 
the 1:43 mark. Felder scored the next 
four points, closed out the game at the 
free-throw line, and completed his 
team’s resurgence.

“We lost a few games during league 
play, and we usually don’t lose that 
many games,” Bourne said. “We came 
a long way.”

Continued from page 35 

LINCOLN

UP AND AWAY: Lincoln’s Cahiem Brown goes 
in for a slam. Photo by William Thomas

the fi rst half, dished out fi ve assists, 
grabbed seven rebounds, and col-
lected fi ve steals. The sophomore has 
scored 17 points or more in his last 
six games.  

“The kid has just been tremen-
dous for us,” Perri said.

Joel Hernandez and Nura Zanna 
each had 15, and Aakim Saintil 
chipped in 11 to go along with eight 
assists for Long Island University 
(13–12, 7–7).

The Terriers squad (11–16, 7–7) 
could never dig itself out of a fi rst-
half hole. The team pulled within 
10 on different occasions after the 
break, but Long Island University 
met it with swift responses each time. 
Chris Hooper paced the Terriers with 
15 points, Yunis Hopkins had 13, and 
Antonio Jenifer chipped in 12 to com-
plement eight rebounds.

Terriers coach Glenn Braica 
wants to see his team improve its 
ball movement and rely less on three-
point shots.

“I don’t want it to be our identity, 
he said. “I want us to get the ball in 
the paint more. We have gotten away 
from that.”

The Terriers will have to regroup 
after a missed opportunity to sepa-

rate from pack, but Long Island Uni-
versity surging at the right time.

“We have been talking about it all 
year — that we want to peak at the 
end,” Hermannsson said. “[Defend-
ing champion] Robert Morris did this 
last year. They were up and down all 
season, and then they peaked at the 
end. That is what we are trying to do 
this year.”

ing for.
“I said before the game, ‘It’s not 

important that one girl has a good 
game — it’s important that all of you 
have a good game,’ ” he said.

Overall, Loughlin controlled the 
game’s tempo. The Lions faced an ob-
vious height disadvantage, which 
Christ the King tried to exploit with 
St. Peter’s-bound center Ashlie How-
ell, but the Lions used stingy defense 
and speedy guards to create turnovers 
and, in turn, transition baskets.

“They know we’re a very small 
team,” Billings said. “But we kept the 
composure. We kept boxing out, get-
ting rebounds.”

Loughlin took a 14–10 lead af-
ter the fi rst quarter, and every time 
Christ The King looked to make a 
run, the Lions responded with a spurt 
of its own. Christ the King tied the 
score at 15–15 midway through the 
second quarter, but Taitt went on a 
six-point run, setting the momentum 
that Loughlin rode to a 34–25 lead at 
halftime.

The Royals managed to cut the def-
icit down to just six in the third quar-
ter, but the Lions responded with a 
10–2 run over the third and fourth 
quarters to grab a comfortable 52–38 
lead. Christ the King didn’t get closer 
than 10 in the fourth.

The Royals, playing its fourth 
game in fi ve nights, got only 19 com-
bined points from its Division I-
bound senior guards Sydney Zam-

brotta, Kaela Kinder, and Dominique 
Toussaint, who will head to Louis-
ville, Virginia Tech, and Virginia re-
spectively next season.

Loughlin is 1–1 in games where 
the squad rode the train together, 
but Williams is confi dent the tran-
sit gambit will help them as they ap-
proach the playoffs, he said.

“Whatever works,” Williams said 
with a laugh. “If it’s taking a train, 
taking a bus, whatever works.”

Continued from page 36 
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LOUGHLIN

Here I Come: Lincoln’s Rakym Felders looks for an opening in the Jefferson defense. 
 Photo by William Thomas

RACKING UP SHOTS: Long Island Univer-
sity’s Martin Hermannsson scored 11 of his 
team-high 19 points in the fi rst half of the 
game against St. Francis on Feb. 15. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

DOUBLE-TEAMED: Lions guard Milicia Reid 
splits the Christ the King defense for two 
points. Photo by William Thomas
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C
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 C
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9
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