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BY LAUREN GILL
Call it a fl ight of fancier. 

A Red Hook artist 
known for bizarre public 
performance pieces is now 
training thousands of pi-
geons to fl y in formation 
over the East River while 
toting tiny lights on their 
legs for a series of shows at 
the Navy Yard in May. It is 

art, he said, but also a way 
to celebrate the species of-
ten pigeon-holed as “rats 
of the sky” and the dying 
New York pastime of pi-
geon keeping.

“I hope it brings atten-
tion to a greater apprecia-
tion of pigeons in general, 
and maybe draws more in-
terest in the activity,” said 

Duke Riley, whose previ-
ous endeavours include 
 sailing a home-made sub-
marine in Red Hook wa-
ters ,  creating an illegal 
bar under the Belt Park-
way , and  staging a mock 
naval battle inside a foun-
tain while toga-wearing 
audience members hurled 

BY LAUREN GILL
This grass-roots opposition is 
growing!

Brooklyn Law School must 
pull its application to install large 
planters in front of its Down-
town campus that will force out 
local sidewalk vendors, say stu-
dents who joined the peddlers 
in their fi ght against the foliage 
last Friday with  an online peti-
tion  demanding school honchos 
stop using their fees on “frivo-
lous” landscaping and let the mer-
chants stay put.

“We, as students, believe that 
it is fundamentally unjust for 
our school to spend our tuition 
money displacing people who 
rely on those spots for their liveli-
hood,” said Devin Horzempa, who 
started the digital appeal and has 
since gathered more than 250 sig-
natures. 

The vendors — who hawk 
kids’ books, fruit, and jewelry on 
Joralemon Street near Boerum 
Place — have been terrifi ed of 
losing their prime trading posts 
 since learning of the school’s 
plans to pay the city $250 a year 
so it can stick 10 boxwood hedges 
where they do business  in late 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Coney Island is about to re-
ally be buzzing.

The landmarked 
Childs Restaurant will re-
open as an indoor-outdoor 
concert venue in July, of-
ficials announced on Feb. 
16. The city tapped enter-
tainment megalith Live 
Nation to book shows at 

the 5,000-seat amphithe-
ater, and the company, 
which owns Ticketmas-
ter and regularly sends 
national acts to Barclays 
Center, is poised to bring 
big-time talent to the sea-
side concert house. But 
one People’s Playground 
stalwart said he is excited 

Continued on page 10
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
Sunset Park has the golden 
ticket!

Brooklyn Army Terminal just 
got a lot sweeter — French choc-
olatier Jacques Torres fi nally 
opened the doors of his state-of-
the-art chocolate factory on Feb. 
1, three years to the day after he 
 started relocating operations 
from Dumbo and Manhattan to 
the behemoth Sunset Park facil-

ity . The Willy Wonka-esque mas-
ter chocolatier built the factory 
himself — but it still inspires awe 
in him, he said.

“I could never imagine build-
ing something like this,” Tor-
res said. “In the morning, when 
I come in and turn on the lights 
and there’s nobody here, I cannot 
believe my eyes — even though I 
built it myself.”

Continued on page 6
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ABOVE THE REST: Duke Ri-
ley will fl y pigeons in his new 
show at the Navy Yard.

DOESN’T TASTE LIKE CHICKEN: These chocolate roosters are the latest 
treats to hatch at Jacques Torres’s new Sunset Park confection factory. The 
Willy Wonka-esque chocolatier gave us a sneak peak at his new digs. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Coney ‘amping’ up Hook artist doin’ the pigeon!
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 

And choosing the venue for your special 

occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 

the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 

exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-

cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-

ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 

management recently spared no expense when they 

completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 

the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 

with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 

elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 

ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-

deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 

into what they have in store for you and your guests. 

Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 

There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 

three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 

you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 

scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 

runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 

very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 

don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 

one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 

is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 

you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 

business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-

tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 

and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 

in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-

ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 

of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.

The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 

spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-

delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 

for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 

and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-

finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-

mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 

easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 

of environments, which also includes an intimate private 

garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 

as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 

And they proved that when they totally renovated the 

large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 

as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 

any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 

will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 

longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 

professionals who know their business; not weekend 

teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 

class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 

can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 

all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 

cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 

highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 

days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 

1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-

ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 

functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 

also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY LAUREN GILL
Straphangers may have to pay 
a second fare when switching 
from subways and buses to 
 the streetcar Mayor DeBlasio 
wants to build along Brook-
lyn’s waterfront  for their ride, 
Hizzoner admitted on Tues-
day.

The news contradicts  pre-
vious claims  from those work-
ing on the project that it will 
offer free transfers between 
services, which the mayor 
couldn’t guarantee because 
the city has only just started 
speaking to the state-con-
trolled Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority about 

connecting the two.
“We’ve just begun [dis-

cussions],” said DeBlasio at 
a Red Hook press conference 
touting the benefi ts of the pro-
posed Sunset Park-to-Queens 
trolley on Feb. 16. “Our goal 
is full integration and maxi-
mum transfers … we’ve got 
to work that through with the 
MTA.” 

DeBlasio reiterated previ-
ous promises that a ride on the 
$2.5-billion city-funded street-
car would cost no more than 
whatever a standard Metro-
Card swipe does if and when 
the proposed service launches 
around 2024, but denied 

claims made by former traf-
fi c commissioner “Gridlock” 
Sam Schwartz — whose engi-
neering fi rm worked on the 
original pitch for the so-called 
Brooklyn Queens Connector 
and who has been  touting its 
benefi ts to media outlets  — 
that commuters will be able 
to step off a train and onto the 
tram without paying again. 

“We see it as being seam-

less with the MTA, so we don’t 
see paying a separate fee,” 
Schwartz previously told this 
paper.

Local transit boosters say 
free transfers and integra-
tion between the two systems 
would be essential for win-
ning residents over to the plan 
— especially those from low-
income areas in Sunset Park 

BY MAX JAEGER
He wants them to com-
mute vicariously through 
others.

Folks in Bay Ridge, Co-
ney Island, and Sheep-
shead Bay should be happy 
for their neighbors to the 
north, Mayor DeBlasio said 
responding to local pols’ 
criticism that his streetcar 
plan focuses transportation 
improvements on the bor-
ough’s hip ’hoods and leaves 
Southern Brooklynites wait-
ing on the platform.

“People should sup-
port each others’ neighbor-
hoods,” DeBlasio said while 
touting the project in Red 
Hook this morning. “And 
if we have a whole group 
of neighborhoods here that 
have not had enough ser-
vice that are now going to 
get more service, I think we 
should celebrate that.”

Southern Brooklyn pols 
have charged that Hizzon-
er’s $2.5 billion trolley plan 
connecting waterfront in-
dustrial and tech hotbeds 
in Sunset Park, Dumbo, and 

the Navy Yard to distant 
Queens  ignores millions’ 
of Southern Brooklynites’ 

transit needs , including the 
 rebirth of Brooklyn’s ex-
press F train service .

“We’re not asking for a 
fancy streetcar, we’re not 
asking for pie-in-the-sky 
ideas and luxury items, 
we’re asking for service 
that was taken from the 
people of Southern Brook-
lyn, and we’re fi ghting for 
that to be restored,” said 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island). “Let’s fo-
cus on the nuts and bolts of 
basic governance.”

Straphangers will have 
to take up their collective 
beef with the state-run Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority, the mayor said.

“We for a long time have 
encouraged the MTA to in-
vest in the outer boroughs 
— particularly the under-
served areas of the outer 
boroughs — and there’s still 
a lot of work to be done on 
that front,” he said.

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority is 
funded through the city 
and state. But the mayor 

 plans to fund his streetcar 
through increased property 
tax revenue  resulting from 
economic development he 
says the trolley would spurn 
— a move that requires no 
oversight from Gov. Cuomo 
or transportation authority 
honchos, he said.

Building the tram in 
areas that the administra-
tion believes are poised for 
growth gives the system a 
foothold for expansion, the 
mayor said.

“This is to me is a good 
and noble experiment — it 
could open the door to light 
rail in other parts of the 
city,” DeBlasio said. “This 
happens to be a place of 
particularly concentrated 
population and economic 
growth — and a particular 
ability to get that new rev-
enue that would pay for that 
light rail. There’s a set of 
conditions here that may be 
different than many other 
places, but if it works here, 
it’s going to be easier to do 
light rail in other places 
that could use it as well.”

VISIONS OF THINGS TO COME: A rendering imagines a streetcar 
gliding past Industry City in Sunset Park.  
 Friends of the Brooklyn Queens Connector

TALL ORDER: Mayor DeBlasio 
touts his streetcar plan, fl anked 
by local pols and business lead-
ers, at Red Hook art venue Pio-
neer Works on Feb. 16. 
 Community News Group / Max Jaeger

DeB: Nabes left out of streetcar plan should be magnanimous
TROLLEY ENVY?

Swipe-out!
DeBlasio: Streetcar may not have 
free transfers to subway or buses

Continued on page 4

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
There is some light at 

the end of the tunnel. 
The Metropolitan 

Transportation Author-
ity could fi nally offer 
details about its  plans to 
close the L train tube to 
Manhattan for years of 
repairs  as early as next 
month, say local pols 
who have been grilling 
the agency for weeks.

“There are no defi n-
itive details on a plan 
yet, but the timetable is 
within the next month 
or so we should be hear-
ing their proposals,” 
said Heath Heimroth, 
chief of staff for state 
Sen. Martin Malave Di-
lan (D–Bushwick), who 
heads the senate’s trans-
portation committee.

The transit authority 
will hold a public meet-
ing sometime before 
April to lay out concrete 
options for the looming 
Canarsie Tube freeze, 
said Heimroth — hope-
fully providing answers 
to panicked straphang-
ers who have been  clam-
oring for news  since 
word leaked in mid-Jan-
uary that the agency may 
shut the tunnel for years 
entirely while it fi xes 
damage incurred during 
Hurricane Sandy.

Dilan and a handful 
of other pols — including 
Assemblyman Joe Lentol 
(D–Williamsburg), Con-
gresswoman Carolyn 
Maloney (D–Greenpoint), 
and Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Greenpoint) 
— recently met privately 
with agency reps, but say 
they still didn’t get any 
fi rm commitments.

The tight-lipped tran-

sit agency is currently 
throwing around a few 
options for tackling the 
post-superstorm repairs 
along the two tunnels 
that go through the tube, 
Levin revealed at a recent 
community board meet-
ing. It could stop the ser-
vice entirely, which would 
take roughly two years, 
or it could close for only 
on nights and weekends, 
which could drag on for a 
whopping seven years.

The authority is also 
considering shutting one 
tunnel at a time, said Len-
tol’s spokesman Edward 
Baker, which would keep 
the connection open — 
albeit with delayed ser-
vice — while construc-
tion is underway.

The work isn’t ex-
pected to begin until at 
least 2018,  Lentol told 
the Daily News .

But the authority is 
also frantic to use an ex-
piring pile of federal cash 
that can be put towards 
the restoration, said 
Baker — the city has $700 
million in federal funds 
set side for Sandy repairs, 
which would cover the 
majority of the fi x-up.

“This money is on 
the table and it needs 
to be used,” he said. 
“Whether it’s going to 
be available years down 
the road is something 
no one can predict.”

One thing the pols 
agree with the agency 
on — the tube is in 
crummy shape. Gallons 
of salt water wore down 
the concrete innards 
and exposed the under-
lying wiring during the 
2012 hurricane,  accord-
ing to Baker. 

WHAT THE L: About 225,000 riders traverse the Canarsie 
Tube daily and want to know if they will be without L train 
service to Manhattan for years. Pols say they will fi nd out 
soon.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Pols: L train answers 
next month, maybe



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

FE
B. 

21
, 2

01
6

4

and Red Hook, who the mayor in-
sists the streetcar will help.

“Having to pay two fares is 
unrealistic, even for someone 
who is wealthy enough to afford 
a monthly MetroCard,” said Eric 
McClure, a co-chair of Community 
Board 6’s transportation commit-
tee, which encompasses Red Hook 
and Cobble Hill, where the trolley 
will traverse. “It would be critical 
to its success for it to fully inte-
grate with the MTA system.” 

But Red Hook commuters may 
not have much choice in jumping 
aboard — the mayor also admit-
ted that the new system could en-
courage the transit agency to scrap 
the subway-starved nabe’s sole bus 
service, the B61  —  which currently 
ferries around 30,000 people along 
the waterfront every weekday .

“If the MTA ended up with any 
excess capacity there are sure 
parts of the outer boroughs that 
could use a lot more bus services,” 
he said.

The news is another blow for 
cash-strapped local commuters 
 who learned last year that the ferry 
service DeBlasio  plans to roll out 
between Dumbo and Bay Ridge in 
2017 will also not offer free trans-
fers or integrate with the transit 

authority’s system. There are also 
no guarantees of free transfers be-
tween the ferries and streetcar, a 
rep for the mayor’s offi ce said. 

Transportation honchos also 
fi elded questions whether the 
streetcar will tangle with regular 
traffi c or have its own light-rail-
style lane with right-of-way, but of-
fered only vague assurances that it 
would be a mix of both.

“Our goal here is to have 
streetcars move in traffi c, but as 
much as we can a right-of-way 
where we’ll be keeping traffi c out 
so we can achieve speeds that are 
going to make the real travel time 
savings that we’re talking about,” 
said transportation department 
czar Polly Trottenberg.

DeBlasio fi rst announced his 
support for the Brooklyn Queens 
Connector earlier this month, 
jumping on board a proposal cre-
ated by waterfront developers and 
businesses, who hope the yuppie-
friendly mode of transport will 
encourage more building and 
higher property values along the 
proposed route. Both the mayor 
and backers claim the system can 
pay for itself via increased prop-
erty taxes,  though some transit 
experts have slammed that plan 
for leaving too much to chance .

A spokesman from the Metro-
politan Transit Authority declined 
to comment on integrating fares. 

40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

SWIPE
Continued from page 3

BY DENNIS LYNCH
They want a prince’s ransom!

Sheriffs raided Bay Ridge’s 
Prince Hotel and plundered its 
royal treasury late on Feb. 17, a 
day after Mayor DeBlasio  prom-
ised enforcement against the 
maligned and fi ne-derelict fl op-
house  at a town hall at Fort Ham-
ilton High School. The reputed 
drug den’s owner owes the city 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in fi nes for illegal construction 
and unsafe building conditions. 
The hotel remains open for now, 
but the city aims to keep a hand 
in the till until the debt is paid, a 
local pol said.

“It is offi cially open, but the 
sheriffs were sent in to crack 
down on outstanding violations,” 
Councilman Vincent Gentile (D–
Bay Ridge) told this paper. “I be-
lieve they took all the available 
revenue from the register and 
are posting two sheriffs on prem-
ises to collect whatever revenue 
is collected from here on out,” 
Councilman Vincent Gentile (D–
Bay Ridge) told this paper.

Outstanding fi nes total 
around $400,000, he said.

Neighbors  say they’ve been 
complaining for years  that the 
93rd Street hotel near the corner 
of Third Avenue was a hotbed of 
drug use and prostitution, and de-
mands for enforcement grew last 
year when the city  announced a 
plan to build a pre-kindergarten 
fewer than 500 feet away . 

Some local leaders  predicted 
the hotel’s eventual fall after the 
pre-K announcement , citing in-
creased attention from DeBla-
sio’s administration.

Hizzoner opened a special 
investigation into the hotel in 
March after push-back against 
his pre-school proposal, but took 
little visible action, locals com-
plained during the Feb. 16 town 
hall, where DeBlasio apologized 
for not being more aggressive 
against the alleged den of vice.

“I have to take responsibility 
for that and apologize to you and 
the community,” he said. “I guar-
antee you now — and I’m making 
a very personal guarantee and 
all those cameras are running 
— that there will be enforcement 
and action on the Prince Hotel.”

Folks living in the hotel-cum-

boarding house  have claimed 
that everything there is peachy  
and said owner Moses Fried is 
on the up and up, but the city 
shuttered his hotels in Clin-
ton Hill and Downtown in the 
aughts for buildings violations 
and prostitution.

A judge could halt the cash 
grab, but garnishing the Prince’s 
income is only a fi rst step to clean-
ing up the place, Gentile said.

“It’s subject to a court injunc-
tion, so I’m not sure how long it 
will last, but it is the beginning 
of a process to tell the owners 
that we’re not joking around,” he 
said.

Siege tactics!

CRACKING DOWN: Sheriffs raided 
the Prince Hotel on Feb. 17. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Finally, a sexy way to learn 
your ABCs! 

A Bedford-Stuyvesant 
writer has penned a sneak-
ily subversive children’s 
book that teaches kids the 
alphabet with dirty double-
entendres. But the author 
of “P is for Pussy” says that 
the double-meanings are to-
tally lost on the innocent — 
or at least, they should be. 

“If your children know 
all these sex and drug ref-
erences, you have a big-
ger problem,” said Elissa 
Blount-Moorhead, who will 
celebrate the launch of her 
picture book at Dumbo’s 
Powerhouse Arena on Feb. 
29.

The book pairs poten-
tially dirty words with in-
nocent illustrations, such 
as “A is for ass” — accom-
panied by an image of a 
donkey — and “C is for 
cock,” depicting a guy hold-
ing a rooster.

She dreamt up the idea 
while trying to keep her 
youngsters — and her-
self — entertained dur-
ing a long road trip, and 
started spouting off a 
naughty but kid-friendly 
alternative alphabet to 
mix up the ho-hum “A is 
for apple.”

The former Pratt pro-
fessor and mother of two, 
who splits her time be-
tween Brooklyn and Balti-
more, decided the current 
kids’ book market could 
use more low-key adult hu-
mor to keep parents laugh-
ing while putting the little 

ones to bed.
“I spent a lot of time try-

ing to fi nd more subver-
sive and visually arresting 
books, and I was completely 
bored with what was being 
offered at the time,” she 
said.

The adult alphabet 
book can potentially be 
read to kids, unlike the 
similar work “ Go the F--- 
to Sleep ,” which aped the 
form of a children’s book 
while being aimed solely 
at adults. 

In addition to the 
naughty double-meanings, 
mature female readers 
may get a kick from the 
book’s decidedly sex-pos-
itive, feminist voice, said 
Blount-Moorhead. Many of 

the words and images, like 
“V is for vixen” and the 
more dicey “H is for hoe,” 
were carefully rendered to 
depict sexually-liberated 
women in full control of 
their bodies. 

Local artist Wangechi 
Mutu — known for her bold, 
colorful collages of female 
fi gures — is currently vis-
iting Nairobi, but will join 
the author at the launch via 
Skype to chat about femi-
nist themes across their 
work.

“P is for Pussy” book 
launch party at Power-
house Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049, www.power-
housearena.com]. Feb. 29, 7 
pm. Free. 

Kids’ book drips with double meanings

D IS FOR DOUBLE-ENTENDRE: Elissa Blount-Moorhead has penned 
an alphabet book with dirty double meanings, so adults can get a 
secret kick out of reading to innocent, oblivious kids.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

I is for innuendo
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tomatoes and baguettes at 
him .

Every Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday during the 
month, Riley — who has 
been a “pigeon fancier” him-
self since he rescued one as a 
boy growing up in Boston — 
will summon the perform-
ers via a whistle at sunset, 
then send the birds soaring 
out of a ship at the dockyard 
to light up the sky in a piece 
called “Fly By Night.” 

Many New Yorkers mis-
takenly think of the city-
slicking birds as disease-
ridden pests, says Riley, 
even though breeding and 
training the species has 
been a borough tradition 
for more than 100 years. 
But the art is fading as 
more landlords refuse to 
let locals keep the birds 
on rooftops, and replace 
coops with lounge chairs 
and grills, he said.

“A lot of people com-
plain and don’t want them, 
even though they used to 
be such a New York sta-

ple,” said Riley.
Riley said he fi rst got 

the idea for the show 
while reading a military 
pigeon-training manual. 
The army used the birds 
— renowned for their abil-
ity to fl y non-stop for long 
distances — to carry mes-
sages during World War I 
and II, and the Navy Yard 
used to have one of the 
largest bird boot camps in 
the country. 

This isn’t Riley’s fi rst per-
formance piece starring pi-
geons —  he trained 50 birds 
to smuggle cigars from Cuba 

to Florida as a comment on 
the trade embargo in 2013  — 
but it is his largest. 

The artist had to recruit 
troops from his friends in 
the New York pigeon-fan-
cying community to re-
inforce his own personal 
fl ock and complete his 
massive avian army. 

“Fly By Night” at Brook-
lyn Navy Yard (63 Flush-
ing Ave. at Eighth Street 
in Fort Greene, www.cre-
ativetime.org/projects/fly-
bynight). Fridays, Satur-
days, and Sundays in May. 
Free. 

And chocolate lovers 
will soon be able to see 
it all themselves — Tor-
res plans to open the foot-
ball fi eld-sized factory for 
public tours and let gawk-
ers buy treats at direct-
from-the-factory prices, 
he said.

The confectioner 
wants tour-takers to ask 
about any part of the 
chocolate-making pro-
cess so they see first-
hand that his operation 
is the real McCoy.

“We are real and do 
the real thing — I want 
my customers to under-
stand that, to smell that, 
and to touch that,” he 
said.

Torres had not heard 
of Brooklyn Army Ter-
minal when he started 
looking for spaces to ex-
pand his operation, but 
fell in love with it after 
a friend took him for a 
tour and lectured him 
about its storied history, 
he said.

The campus on the 
border of Sunset Park 
and Bay Ridge served as 
one of the nation’s busi-
est terminals during 
World War II, employing 
more than 20,000 buzzing 
workers, according to in-

formation from the Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mission, which bought 
and renovated the site in 
the 1980s and now leases 
the four-block-long facil-
ity to private industrial 
clients.

The Sunset Park fac-
tory may be Brooklyn’s 
sweetest new destina-
tion, but Dumbo-ites 
needn’t fear — Tor-
res will keep his Wa-
ter Street facility open 
and transform the 
manufacturing space 
into additional retail, 
he said.

Continued from page 1 
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A SWEET GUY: Chocolatier Jacques Torres shows off one of 
the many Valentine’s Day chocolate packages made at his new 
factory in Brooklyn Army Terminal. Photo by Jason Speakman

BY DENNIS LYNCH
This orphanage is up for 
adoption!

The Sisters of Mercy 
are selling Dyker Heights’ 
sprawling Angel Guardian 
Home. The nuns, who op-
erated an orphanage there 
until the 1970s, can’t afford 
to keep up the city-block-
sized campus, but they 
won’t need alms after the 
sale, a local pol joked.

“My assumption is that 
it’s worth a lot of money,” 
said Assemblyman Peter 
Abbate (D–Bensonhurst). 
“Every nun is gonna get a 
Mercedes. It’s gonna be the 
richest order around.”

An education advocate 
didn’t think it was a sin to 
covet the convent, consider-
ing the district is one of the 
city’s most overcrowded.

“I want that site,” said 
Laurie Windsor, president 
of the District 20 Commu-
nity Education Council. 
“I’m putting it on my list. 
That’s a lot — a lot — of 
seats. I’m sending an e-
mail to the [Schools Con-
struction Authority] right 

when I get home.”
The grounds take up an 

entire block — roughly the 
area of three football fi elds 
— between 12th and 13th 
avenues and 63rd and 64th 
streets. The lot is zoned for 
row houses, and a devel-
oper could build up to three 
stories on the land, city re-

cords show.
Abbate added that he 

will petition the School 
Construction Authority to 
look at creating a school, 
and hopes the giant space 
will “maintain its purpose 
as a force of good in the 
community.”

“If we can get the city 

to buy it, it would be nice 
to put a couple of schools 
there maybe some senior 
housing in the area,” he 
said. “We could always 
use another regular junior 
high for zoned students and 
a grammar school.”

The nuns sold a piece 
of land on the other side of 
64th street in 1989, and a 
developer built row houses 
there a year later, records 
show.

The Sisters built Angel 
Guardian Home in 1899, 
housing hundreds of chil-
dren until the 1970s. The 
campus now houses the 
offi ces for the Sisters’ fos-
ter care program and a se-
nior center. A Montessori 
school operated there until 
recently, Abbate said.

The order, called the 
Walking Sisters for their 
on-foot outreach, hung 
their habits at a Clinton 
Hill nunnery for more than 
a century before  walking 
away in 2008  because they 
needed more than $20 mil-
lion to fi x their  iconic-but-
crumbling convent .

NUNS ON THE RUN

SISTER ACT: The Sisters of Mercy are selling Dyker Heights’ city-
block-sized Angel Guardian Home — a former orphanage — accord-
ing to a local pol. Angel Guardian Home / Facebook

Sisters selling Dyker ‘Angel Guardian’ orphanage

DO NOT DISTURB: Jacques 
Torres makes chocolate in 
just about every variety there 
is, including these “do not 
disturb” candy door hangers. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE

Hours: Mon–Wed, 5-10:30pm, Thurs-Fri, 4-11:30pm, Sat-Sun, 11am-11:30pm

Saturday & Sunday
11am – 3pm

See Menu @ 
www.AtlasSteak.com

LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Perfection On A Plate
Extraordinary Food

Enjoy Premium Hand-Cut Steak Nightly, 
Prepared To Perfection 

For A Classic Steakhouse Experience.

Live Entertainment
Thursdays  Guitar Nite  6pm – Close

Fridays  Saxophone Nite  7pm – Close

B8Transportation Q BF To
18 Ave.

Now
ServingC.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Have the best car-buying experience at Coney and V Auto Sales
When you are in the mar-

ket for a used car, why not 
buy from Brooklyn’s high-
est-rated used-car dealer-
ship? 

Owner Glenn Gubner 
says, “We are the only used 
car dealer in the area with 
such extremely good reviews 
on Google and social media 
sites. We work hard to main-
tain our positive feedback 
ratings.”

It’s done by offering cli-
ents quality cars, fair pric-
ing, excellent customer 
service, and by providing 
repair service to all makes 
and models. To put it quite 
simply, “We don’t sell any 
cars with problems we are 
aware of,” says Gubner. “All 
cars are very carefully ex-
amined and all necessary 
repairs are completed prior 
to selling.”

It’s a plus that there is a 
full repair facility on the 
premises that inspects the 
cars that are offered for 
sale. Long after the custom-
ers drive off into the sunset 
with their vehicles, this ser-
vice can continue, making 
the entire experience very 
convenient for everyone.  

At any given time, there 
are about 50 cars for sale 
in the lot, the majority of 
which are made in America 
and Japan.  

“We always have Toyotas 
and Nissans in stock,” says 
Gubner. “All are good qual-
ity, and all are good to go 
virtually problem-free for a 
long period of time.” 

Some of this current in-
ventory can be viewed at 
the company’s website, 
www.coneyandvautosales.
com, and a recent check in-
cluded other popular models 
such as Jeep Wrangler, Jeep 
Grand Cherokee, Acura, 
Chrysler, and Subaru.

Financing is available to 
everyone, no matter what 
the credit history. 

“We offer extremely low 
rates for people with good 
credit, and there are low 

down payments for good 
credit customers, too,” he 
says.

What also adds to the pos-
itive shopping experience is 
that Coney and V Auto Sales 
is a family-run business. 
This means everyone takes 
pride in their work, and 
they are eager to please all 
of their customers. The tone 
is set by Gubner who says, 
“We are here to help people, 
and are willing to work with 
them.”  

No reasonable offer is re-

fused, because the compa-
ny’s objective is to provide 
patrons with a good, reliable 
mode of transportation, at a 
fair price, he says.

The management under-
stands that because some 
potential customers may 
not already own cars, it can 
be difficult to get out to the 
shop to see what they offer, 
so pick-up service is pro-
vided for serious buyers to 
get them to and from the fa-
cility. That’s service.

The staff is comprised 

of professionals who know 
the business. In fact, some 
of them have decades of ex-
perience in the automotive 
field, and are able to offer 
expert advice. 

The repair shop is open to 
everyone, even if cars were 
not purchased at Coney and 
V Auto Sales. In fact, Gub-
ner encourages people to 
come in with cars bought 
from other dealers, and of-
fers to evaluate them for a 
flat $50 fee. If the car is me-
chanically and structurally 

sound, the staff will tell you, 
but if they find issues, they 
will let you know what the 
problems are and let you 
know the cost of repairs.

What it all adds up to is 
this: “We are here to give 
you the best car buying ex-
perience you’ve ever had,” 
says Gubner.  

Coney and V Auto Sales [2510 
Coney Island Ave. between Av-
enues V and W in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 759–6990, www.co-
neyandvautosales.com]. Open 
seven days a week, 9 am–7 pm.
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STK# 526875

$3,9002001 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

BASE 4DR WAGON 122,005 MILES
STK# 772420

$14,4002004 JEEP WRANGLER

SPORT 4WD 2DR SUV / MANUAL 5-SPEED 77,806 MILES
STK# 463137

$10,9992012 NISSAN ALTIMA

2.5 S 4DR SEDAN 77,828 MILES

STK# 066442

$7,9992006 HONDA CIVIC

LX 4DR SEDAN 108,583 MILES
STK# 631081

$6,499 2007 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

TOURING 4DR WAGON 77,609 MILES
STK# 343234

$6,4952004 NISSAN QUEST

3.5 SL 4DR MINI-VAN 66,148 MILES

STK# 174183

$11,2002007 TOYOTA AVALON

LIMITED 4DR SEDAN 93,639 MILES
STK# 169888

 $13,9992014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

SXT 4DR MINI-VAN 89,526 MILES
STK# 019793

$8,4002004 Honda CR-V

EX 4DR 4WD 104,246 MILES

STK# 344687

$8,4992007 KIA SPORTAGE

EX 4DR SUV 4WD 113,200 MILES
STK# 039764

$13,1002007 LEXUS RX350

AWD 4DR SUV 123,060 MILES
STK# 549468

$4,9992004 HONDA CIVIC

EX 4 DR SEDAN  125,352 MILES

CHECK OUT OUR FULL INVENTORY
WWW.CONEYANDVAUTOSALES.COM

Payments as Low as $149.99 a Month++

++ALL applicants will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms.
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November, days after the 
local community board 
had already given its 
okay. 

The lawyers-in-
training claim the 
school also led them 
up the garden path — 
they only learned of the 
planters  after reading 
a news article about a 
public hearing on Feb. 
13 , where city officials 
told the vendors they 
had 10 days to fight the 
application by finding 
powerful community 
members to support 
them — and they’re se-
rious about winning the 
turf war. 

“We’re really com-
mitted and we’re not 
just making noise,” said 
Horzempa, adding that 
even students with cor-
porate aspirations, who 
aren’t usually drawn to 
activist causes, are on 
board. “We’re angry and 
upset they tried to sneak 
it by us.” 

Horzempa said the 
news was especially gall-

ing because Brooklyn 
Law has a partnership 
with advocacy group the 
Street Vendor Project, 
where students do volun-
teer work fi ghting for the 
rights of curbside entre-
preneurs just like the ones 
it is trying to boot from its 

doorstep.
“It’s on our website and 

 we brag about  doing this 
pro bono representation, 
and they turn around do 
this,” he said. 

Ironically, the ven-
dor-defending outfit is 
now working with the 

traders, students, and 
local pols to stop the 
shrubbery. The trans-
portation department 
had originally given the 
merchants until Feb. 
13 to collect comments 
from locals opposed 
to the foliage before it 
makes up its mind, but a 
rep for the project says it 
is working with officials 
to push that date back.  

The groups are now 
gathering locals’ sig-
natures to take back 
to the department, 
and will meet again 
on Tuesday evening to 
plan their next move. 

A rep from Brooklyn 
Law refused to comment 
on the petition or ven-
dors, but said the plant-
ers will “beautify” the 
street and improve life 
for everyone in the area.

“The planters will add 
much-needed greenery 
to the streetscape and 
advance the quality of 
life for the thousands of 
students, workers, resi-
dents, and visitors who 
pass through our neigh-
borhood every day,” 
said spokesman John 
MacKin. 

about the prospect of local 
programming, too.

“We are looking forward 
to making the traditional 
Coney Island events, such 
as the Mermaid Parade, 
even bigger and better,” 
said Boardwalk impresa-
rio Dick Zigun, whose arts 
group Coney Island USA 
will help operate the venue. 
“Getting ready for the pa-
rade will all happen inside 
the amphitheater. We used 
to be out on the street with 
no weather protection, bro-
ken sidewalks, glass in the 
street, had to rent bath-
rooms. So this is a major 
improvement for the 3,000 
or so artists who are in the 
parade.”

The venue opens in July, 
but Zigun is hoping to get a 
sneak peak during the June 
parade.

“Since the Mermaid Pa-
rade is in June, we might be 
the fi rst use of the facility, 
and I’m excited about that as 
well,” he said.

The concert hall will 
feature two 50-foot doors 
that open onto an adja-

cent lawn so music fans 
can rock out in the great 
outdoors during summer 
months.

Former borough pres-
ident Marty Markowitz 
 dreamed it up as a place to 
house his annual Seaside 
Concert series  in 2013 af-
ter Coney Islanders  pushed 
back on his previous plan to 
put an amphitheater in As-
ser Levy Park .

The city paid iStar Fi-
nancial $60 million for the 
Childs building and to re-
store the 90-year-old struc-
ture, which sits on the 
Boardwalk at W. 21st Street. 
 Construction began last 
February .

Brooklyn Sports and En-
tertainment, which con-
trols the Brooklyn Nets and 
the team’s home Barclays 
Center, will sell off naming 
rights, and Legends, the Yan-
kees’ concessionaire, will 
sling refreshments, offi cials 
said.

Promoters haven’t an-
nounced the fi rst season’s 
lineup, but Zigun knows ex-
actly who he wants to break 
in the new stage.

“If it were up to me, Iggy 
Pop in the fi rst season,” he 
said.

Continued from page 1 

VENDORS
Continued from page 1 

CHILDS

SIGNED, SEALED, DELIVERED: Brooklyn Law student Devin 
Horzempa launched a petition with his fellow classmates de-
manding the school withdraw its application to install 10 con-
crete planters that would displace long-time area vendors.  
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 
400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 
neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-
tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 
operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 
the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 
saving thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 
works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to 
notice an unexpected result of space travel: 
Astronauts that left with back pain would come 
back without it. After investigated this now 
phenomenon here’s what they found: During 
the anti-gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you 
travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All 
the pressure is taken off your spine and discs. 
Even better — and this is the key — a negative 
pressure is created. This negative pressure 
actually sucks the herniated material back into 
the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have 
a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has doc-
umented success with are back pain, sciatica, 
herniated and/or bulging discs (single or multi-
ple), degenerative disc disease, facet syndromes 
and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 
an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 
Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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