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BY JULIANNE CUBA
These girls are Nsane!

A group of teenage 
girls obsessed with a boy 
band wind up kidnapping 
one of the band members 
in the out-of-control new 
young adult novel “Kill 
the Boy Band.” The au-
thor of the black comedy, 

who will appear at Word 
bookstore on March 1, 
says it ain’t no lie — she 
can relate to the obses-
sions displayed by by by 
the characters in her de-
but novel.

“I definitely recog-
nize that as a fan myself, 
I know what it means to 

be a very passionate fan 
in general. I know where 
that passion comes from,” 
said Gravesend author 
Goldy Moldavsky.

However, Moldavsky’s 
devotion to the band 
Death Cab for Cutie 
never got to the point of 

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
The only taboo topic at this moth-
ers’ group is mothering.

A Park Slope sex shop is host-
ing a monthly meetup where 
moms gab about their erotic ex-
periences, sexual fantasies, and 
penis preferences. The ladies 
aren’t allowed to discuss their 
kids, but their leader insists the 
kink counsel ultimately helps 
them become better parents.

“Children in Park Slope came 
from f------,” said Sid Azmi, owner 
of Fifth Avenue pleasure empo-
rium Please, where she hosts the 
monthly meetings dubbed “Ba-
nana Pancakes.” 

“In order for us to perpetuate 
the happiness we get from our 
children, we need to go back to 
the root and say ‘This is how we 
got here.’ ”

Azmi says she started the 
group after noticing many of her 
fellow matriarchs were losing 
touch with their sensual sides — 
partly due to the whirlwind life-
changes that come with mother-
hood, but also because there is a 
societal shroud of silence around 
sexuality after giving birth.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This traffi c signal got the 
green light!

Marine Park is getting 
a new stop light at the in-
tersection of Avenue R and 
E. 34th Street, hopefully 
aiding pupils from nearby 
PS 222 to cross the street 
more safely and alleviate 
some traffi c concerns, lo-

cal leaders say. 
“It will help kids go 

back and forth more 
safely,” said Councilman 
Alan Maisel (D–Mill Ba-
sin).

There is already a stop 
sign on the one-way E. 
34th Street but no traffi c 
controls on Avenue R at 

Continued on page 10
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Opera’s sad 
Scottish songs

BY DENNIS LYNCH
It’s time to get opera close and 
personal!

Brooklyn’s Regina Opera 
Company aims to draw in new 
fans with a swashbuckling Scot-
tish tale of murder, betrayal, and 
astounding arias. The tragic love 
tale “Lucia di Lammermoor,” 
opening in March, is an ideal in-
troduction to opera for newcom-
ers, according to its stage man-
ager.

“There are some sword fi ghts 
and it’s all love, madness, and 
murder,” Linda Lehr said. “And 
even though they’re in a different 
time period, all of the things peo-
ple go through in relationship are 
there. You’re going to fi nd this 
more accessible that you think it 
will be.”

The lyrics of the opera, writ-
ten by 19th century composer 
Gaetano Donizetti, are in Italian, 
but every line of “Lucia di Lam-
mermoor” has been translated 
into English and will be projected 

Continued on page 6
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MACABRE NOVEL: Goldy 
Moldavsky will read from  
“Kill the Boy Band,” at Word 
bookstore on March 1.

TELL ME MOOR: Alexis Cregger (right) playing the title character in the Scottish tragedy “Lucia di Lammermoor,” sings 
about her star-crossed love to Jennie Mescon, who plays her handmaiden. The Regina Opera Company show opens on 
March 5. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Stop light green-lit Day the boy band died

Mothers’ 
group is 

hot to tot
GREAT SCOTS!
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COSMETIC: 718.833.2793  ALTERNATE: 718.833.7616 

DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

Botox/Dysport, & Facial Fillers   
injected by Dr. David Biro

Hair Laser Removal, Chemical Peels,  
Microdermabrasion

Consultations for Fractional Resurfacing,  
Tattoo Removal, Sclerotherapy

Join us every Tuesday for  
Cosmetic Dermatology

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE

Voted New York City’s 
Super Doctors 2013 Gift Certificate 

Available

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Be filled with the spirit — 
but not the spirits.

A Bedford-Stuyvesant 
reverend is running an 
entirely booze-free cock-
tail lounge, which the 
barman of the cloth says 
is just as much an alter-
native to his church as 
it is to the common dive 
bar.

“The lounge is to help 
people engage and be-
come more social and 
intimate and build rela-
tionships, rather than 
a lounge that will get 
people drunk or another 
church that will sepa-
rate people based on 
their spirituality,” said 
Reverend Robert Wa-
termann of the Antioch 
Baptist Church, who has 
been slinging mocktails 
at neighboring Canti-
cles Sober Lounge since 
2008. 

Other than the lack 
of ethanol in the drinks, 
the dry watering hole is 
just like a regular bar, 
Watermann says — the 
good reverend himself 
shakes up virgin pina 
coladas, margaritas, 
and daiquiris, while pa-
trons enjoy live music 

and spoken word per-
formances at open mic 
nights.

And the barstools 
are open to people of 
al l — or no — faiths, he 
says.

“I’ve had Jewish peo-
ple walk in and buy a 
can of Coke and sit there 
and listen to the music,” 
he said. “It’s not just 
geared towards spiritu-
ality.”

Watermann says he 
created Canticles — an-
other word for “hymns” 
— after noticing that holy 
houses in the Borough of 
Churches were struggling 
to attract new faces, while 
the streets were buzzing 
with activity. He figured 
the community could use 
an all-inclusive place to 
come together outside the 
shadow of the cross.

“It  ca me to me — 
why don’t  we bui ld a 
space where people ca n 
come a nd don’t  have to 
f ight wit h rel igion, but 
c a n come toget her a nd 
t a l k about what t hey 
have i n com mon?” he 
said.

But he also witnessed 
the toxic affects of alco-
hol on the neighborhood 

— two of his loved ones 
died from liver failure, 
and he often saw teens 
boozing on the Antioch 
steps at night — and 
didn’t want to add more 
of the demon drink to the 
mix.

Watermann has a 
strong history of trying 
to exorcise booze from 
B e d f o r d - S t u y v e s a n t ’s 
streets — the nix-ologist 
is a member of the lo-
cal community board, 
and says he consistently 
votes down liquor license 
applications from new 
businesses, fearing they 
put profits over public 
health.

“Small businesses 
and entrepreneurship is 
a great thing,” he said. 
“But what about the peo-
ple we destroy?”

In the future, Water-
mann hopes to expand 
Canticles by serving 
cof fee and pastries, and 
add a recording booth 
for artists looking 
to immortalize their 
works.

Canticles Sober Lounge 
(207 Lewis Ave. at Lexing-
ton Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant). Open nightly 
9 pm–1 am.

Bedford-Stuyvesant reverend runs an 
entirely booze-free cocktail lounge

SOBER LIVING: Reverend Robert Waterman opened up a booze-free bar to give community members 
a place to hang out and bond over an unspiked cocktail.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Praising the bar
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
What a plot twist!

City preservation bigwigs have 
buried a controversial proposal to 
landmark the entirety of Green-
Wood Cemetery, instead opting to 
keep just three structures on the 
site in the running for the desig-
nation — and that is just fine by 
historic-building buffs, who say 
the famed burial ground would be 
hellish to maintain under the full 
protective shroud. 

“I think this is a very good deci-
sion and compromise,” said Simon 
Bankoff of preservation advocacy 
group the Historic Districts Council. 
“We are acknowledging and protect-
ing the importance of Green-Wood, 
while the agency is not overburden-
ing the cemetery.” 

Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission offi cials revealed at a hear-
ing on Tuesday they are now only 

looking to landmark the grave-
yard’s Gothic chapel and a couple of 
19th-century gatehouses.

Cemetery honchos had been 
dead-set against an earlier plan to 
bestow the historic designation on 
every inch of the sprawling grave-
yard, which holds hundreds of thou-
sands of tombstones and still func-
tions as an active cemetery. 

The graveyard is already home 
to one city landmark —  a giant 
archway at 25th Street and Fifth 
Avenue  — but  they feared  turn-
ing the entire property into one 
would make it diffi cult for grieving 
plot-holders to change loved one’s 
gravestones, as landmarked struc-
tures can’t be visibly altered with-
out going through a lengthy city ap-
proval process. 

The caretakers indicated they 
are open to adding a few more in-
dividual landmarks to their collec-

tion, however, and welcomed the 
commission’s change of heart.

“We look forward to our contin-
ued conversations with staff of the 
Landmarks Preservation Commis-
sion about the future landmark-
ing of extraordinary Green-Wood-
owned structures,” said cemetery 
president Richard Moylan in a state-
ment.

Green-Wood is one of seven sto-
ried sites around the borough the 
city had been considering bestow-
ing the protected status upon  as part 
of a recent push to purge its backlog 
of languishing suggestions . 

The agency announced on Tues-
day that fi ve other Kings County 
structures had also made the cut — 
dropping only a Coney Island’s 1930s 
Art Deco pumping station from its 
list — and it will hold fi nal hearings 
on each sometime before the end of 
the year.

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
State lawmakers must pass a 
bill that would stop the own-
ers of old-folks homes evict-
ing their elderly tenants on 
short notice, say Park Slopers 
whose loved ones were given 
just three months to scram 
from a notorious Grand Army 
Plaza nursing home.

Friends and family mem-
bers of beleaguered Prospect 
Park Residence tenants will 
trek to Albany next month 
to share the harrowing or-
deal they and their frail kin 
have been through  since the 
landlord abruptly attempted 
to boot them out  in 2014 so he 
could  sell the facility for $76 
million , and demand pols rat-
ify the languishing legislation 
so it cannot happen again. 

“It would not only allow 
elders to be able to plan with 
more options, but it would 
warn so-called ‘operators’ — 
who are usually property de-
velopers — that they cannot 
churn their buildings with 
impunity at the expense of 
the vulnerable,” said Sandy 
Reiburn, the daughter of a 
former tenant, who will meet 
with assistant speaker Felix 
Ortiz (D–Sunset Park) to dis-
cuss the bill on March 1. 

 The bill  would place an 
immediate moratorium on 
any nursing homes closing 
for around two years while 
state offi cials launch a study 
into the stress that short-
notice shutters place on old-
sters. The results would 
ideally pave the way for a 
permanent law mandat-
ing owners give at least one 
year’s notice for any subse-
quent evictions, according 
to Assemblywoman Jo Anne 
Simon (D–Park Slope), who 
re-introduced the measure 
last year after inheriting it 
from her predecessor. 

Currently, retirement-
home owners only have to 
give their residents 30 days’ 
notice to vamoose. Prospect 
Park Residence actually 
gave its wizened occupants 
90 days’ notice to clear out, 
but even that was a huge bur-
den for the oldsters — many 
of whom were more than 100 
years old and dealing with 

chronic illnesses — said the 
daughter of one resident.

“It was absolute panic,” 
said Joyce Singer, whose 
mother Alice suffers from 
dementia. “I was afraid mov-
ing her would either kill her 
or affect her mental status.”

In the end, Alice Singer 
and a handful of other resi-
dents refused to leave, and 
 are still living in the building  
while they fi ght the owner 
and state health department 
over the legality of the hasty 
closure — a battle that took 
on a life of its own after the 
holdouts claimed landlord 
Haysha Deitsch subsequently 
tried to harass them out by 
 raising fees ,  feeding them 
moldy food , and  turning off 
the air-conditioning .

But many of the 120-odd 
old timers who moved out 
when they were told to also 
suffered, according to a series 
of e-mails from family mem-
bers to department offi cials 
— shared with this paper on 
the condition of anonymity 
— detailing the pain of watch-
ing their loved ones fall into 
depression and illness follow-
ing the sudden upheaval.

The bill is currently 
crawling its way through the 
Assembly. The aging commit-
tee  approved it in April last 
year , but the committee that 
handles fi nances still needs 
to check it out — a process 
the six advocates hope their 
meeting will speed along.

City says it won’t landmark Green-Wood Cemetery 
— but it might tap three of its historic buildings

THERE’S THE DOOR: Joyce 
Singer scrambled to fi nd a place 
for her elderly mother Alice when 
the operator of Prospect Park 
Residence tried to give them the 
boot with only 90 days’ notice.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman 

ALTAR-ATION

P‘Slope nursing 
home evictees 
demand change

BROOKLYN GOTHIC: Green-Wood’s Fifth Avenue entrance is already a landmark. By the end of the year, the cemetery could have 
three more. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2015.

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

AVOID BACK/NECK SURGERY

Decompression Therapy 
is a leading non surgical, alternative for 

serious neck and low back pain.
It is a gentle treatment method that has been shown 
to greatly reduce or eliminate back and neck pain. 

No shots, no drugs, no spinal injections 
and no surgery!

Call Dr. James A. Di Giuseppi, DC at  718.833.3327 for you free consultation.

Spine and Disc Center of Brooklyn
7123 Tenth Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11228  718.514.9941

Are you suffering with spinal stenosis, bulging, 
herniated and degenerative discs with pinched nerves 

like sciatica?

Have you tried traditional medical and chiropractic care 
and your problem is only getting worse?
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ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE

Hours: Mon–Wed, 5-10:30pm, Thurs-Fri, 4-11:30pm, Sat-Sun, 11am-11:30pm

Saturday & Sunday
11am – 3pm

See Menu @ 
www.AtlasSteak.com

LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Perfection On A Plate
Extraordinary Food

Enjoy Premium Hand-Cut Steak Nightly, 
Prepared To Perfection 

For A Classic Steakhouse Experience.

Live Entertainment
Thursdays  Guitar Nite  6pm – Close

Fridays  Saxophone Nite  7pm – Close

B8Transportation Q BF To
18 Ave.

Now
Serving

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn   718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They say something fi shy is going on.

The city must stop a Prospect-Lef-
ferts Gardens deli owner from store-
housing fish and produce in a residen-
tial garage, area residents say. The 
owner of Nostrand Avenue’s Gobwa Ex-
otic Imports — previously Labay Mar-
ket — is keeping fish and vegetables in 
an adjacent, Midwood Street garage, but 
locals say they’re fed up with the smell 
and garbage and want the city to finally 
do something about it.

“The garbage and fi lth and the fact that 
it’s a garage that they’re using to store 
people’s foods — crazy,” said Nathaniel 
Lewis, a neighbor and member of the Mid-
wood Street 300 Block Association, which 
has fi led complaints with the mayor, 
health department, and the state agricul-
ture department to see if what the owner 
is doing is even legal — and if not, to shut 
it down.

But deli and garage owner McDonald 
Romain says the complaints are a red 
herring and blamed block association 
member Asim Muhammad for mount-
ing a quixotic campaign against him.

“This guy has called every agency 
in the state on me, and we’ve been 
vindicated,” he said. “It’s an envy sit-
uation. He doesn’t want my business. 
He’s going to shut my business. We 
comply with all regulations.”

Nineteen block association members 
have petitioned the mayor, seeking relief 
from garage’s alleged stench.

“He’s not supposed to use that garage 
for that purpose,” Muhammad said.

Locals lodged eight complaints toward 
the garage since 2010 — two of them citing 

a dirty sidewalk — according to the city’s 
311 records.

But the garage is zoned for commer-
cial use, city records show. And state ag-
riculture inspectors found no problems 
in a Feb. 5 inspection, an agency spokes-
woman said.

The market appears to comply with city 
and state regulations, but smell is having 
a ripple effect on the neighborhood, Lewis 
said.

“This morning there were about 20 
seagulls — we are not near the sea here on 
the corner — eating whatever it is that’s 
dripping down in the gutter,” he said.

Neighbors to deli: Food stored in garage stinks

STOP THE SMELL!: Two Midwood Street resi-
dents, Asim Muhammad and Hermon Grant, have 
a petition with about 20 signatures to urge the 
city to fi nally do something about a garage where 
a deli owner stores vegetables and fi sh.  
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf 

Is it grocery 
negligence?
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Dear diary, today a group 
of strangers got to hear all 
about you! 

A Bushwick playwright 
has turned her teenage diary 
into a multi-media musical 
about the pains of high school 
romance. “I’ll Never Love 
Again,” which opened at the 
Bushwick Starr on Feb. 24, 
provides a window into the 
hyper-emotional adolescent 
brain that it is rarely seen in 
the mainstream media, says 
the playwright.

“I don’t see my true 
weird teenage self refl ected 
in any of the books or pop-
ular movies that I’m con-
suming,” said Clare Bar-
ron, who also acts in the 
show. “I remember it being 
a really existential time of 
life where you’re thinking 
about the big questions.”

The play focuses on the 
diary pages scribbled in the 
days after 16-year-old Bar-
ron was dumped for the fi rst 
time. She compulsively wrote 
down every detail of the time 
she spent with her high 
school sweetheart, terrifi ed 
of forgetting how it felt to be 
in love for the fi rst time. 

The production narrates 

the heartbreak through 
both quirky musical num-
bers and straight theater 
— the fi rst act features a 
12-piece choir singing the 
words of the journal gospel-
style, while the second act 
features more traditional 
scenes, with diverse char-
acters acting out dialogue 

taken word-for-word from 
the lovelorn entries. The 
play uses actors of different 
ages and genders to express 
Barron’s teenage thoughts, 
as a way of making the story 
speak to a broad range of au-
dience members.

“I didn’t want it to be 
about me,” said Barron. 

“I want to share it among 
many different voices, and 
I wanted to let the language 
live in the bodies of many 
different actors so it didn’t 
become about this singular 
person’s experience.”

Barron hopes that the 
place can help audience 
members better understand 
their present selves by con-
fronting their formative 
pasts.

“I wanted to investi-
gate the psyche of some-
one changing the way they 
thought about love and sex 
in very small increments,” 
she said.

Barron did omit a few 
particularly embarrassing 
passages, she says, because 
she feared the hyper-per-
sonal anecdotes might de-
tract from the show’s uni-
versal appeal.

“I wanted the emotional 
truth of what I was saying to 
land,” she said. 

“I’ll Never Love Again” 
at the Bushwick Starr [207 
Starr St. between Irving and 
Wyckoff avenues, (917) 623–
9669, www.thebushwicks-
tarr.org]. Running Wed–
Sun at 8 pm until March 19. 
$18.

above the stage during per-
formances.

The production is a no-
brainer for those looking to 
get their operatic feet wet. 
But visitors should not let the 
affordable price tag and all-
volunteer lineup of perform-
ers fool them — the group is 
as professional as it gets, the 
company’s president said.
“You can call us a small or 
a medium-size opera, but do 

not call us an amateur opera 
company,” Francine Garber-
Cohen said.

The company’s singers, 
accompanied by a 35-piece 
orchestra, create a night the 
audience will never forget, 
Lehr said.

“The fi rst time you sit in a 
theater with an orchestra and 
singers performing without 
microphones is a pretty thrill-
ing and visceral feeling,” 
she said. “The emotion is so 
strong in the music in this op-
era — it carries you along.”

Donizetti loosely based 

“Lucia di Lammermoor” 
on Sir Walter Scott’s novel 
“The Bride of Lammer-
moor,” about a woman 
whose love for a man from a 
rival family is thwarted by 
her ambitious brother, who 
wants her to marry a local 
lord. As Lehr describes the 
plot: “Nothing ends well, 
but there is some really cool 
singing in between.”

The opera features some 
famously challenging arias, 
and the cast of promising 
young singers and stage vet-
erans are sure to impress.

The company will also of-
fer a free preview before the 
offi cial start of the run  on 
March 1 at Our Lady of Per-
petual Help at 7:30 pm, but 
with a piano accompaniment 
instead of a full orchestra.

“Lucia di Lammermoor” 
at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help School auditorium 
[5901 Sixth Ave. between 
59th and 60th streets in Sun-
set Park, (718) 259–2772, 
www.regin aopera .org]. 
March 5–6, 12–13 at 3 pm. 
$26 ($21 seniors and stu-
dents, $5 teens, kids free).

Continued from page 1 

OPERA

ADOLESCENT ANGST: Clare Barron adapted her 16-year-old self’s di-
ary for the musical “I Will Never Love Again,” casting 12 actors of dif-
ferent ages and genders to voice her teen musings on love. 
 Photo by Louise Wateridge
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Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

New musical draws on playwright’s teenage diary entries

She’s the singing journal-ist

BY DENNIS LYNCH
The singers are doing it 
for themselves!

The Regina Opera, 
now celebrating its 46th 
season, began in 1970 
with a group of perform-
ers and opera lovers who 
were tired of leaving 
their Southern Brook-
lyn neighborhoods for 
quality operatic perfor-
mances. Instead, like 
any do-it-yourself ga-
rage maker, they built 
their own company.

The pastor at Regina 
Parcis Church in Dyker 
Heights allowed the group 
to perform inside the gym 
at the attached school, 
and Regina Opera had its 
name. The shows were a 
hit from the start, said the 
company’s president.

“Many of the people 
at the beginning were 
Italian-Americans, so 
opera was part of their 
heritage and it was very 
well-received,” Fran-
cine Garber-Cohen 
said. “They had a lot of 
community support — 
people came to see the 
shows, to join and sing, 
build scenery, donate 
money, and it’s been 
continuing ever since.”

In 1976, the company 

moved from the gym to 
the school’s auditorium, 
where it stayed until 2012, 
when the school converted 
the space into classrooms. 
Now the company per-
forms at the 600-seat au-
ditorium at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Catholic 
Academy in Sunset Park.

Unlike many com-
panies, Regina Opera 
does not charge per-
formers to audition or 
perform in any of its 
thrice-yearly full-length 
operas. That makes the 
shows extremely attrac-
tive to young conser-
vatory grads and to ex-
perienced performers 
looking for experience 
with particular plays, 
Garber-Cohen said.

“We don’t charge 
for costumes, coaching 
or anything — all they 
have to do is learn the 
music,” she said.

And lucky audience 
members might catch 
a future superstar. In 
1980, a young Dolora Za-
jick,  now considered one 
of the greatest mezzo-so-
pranos in the industry , 
auditioned and won a 
part in the Regina Op-
era’s production “Caval-
leria Rusticana.”

STILL SINGING STRONG: David Majoros played the title 
character in a 2003 Regina Opera production of “Rigoletto,” 
with Karen Sprung playing the charcter’s daughter. 
 Bob Bonsignore

Regina Opera’s 
46-year history
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www.bayridgeloans.org

NEED 
A LOAN?
bayridgeloans.org

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214  

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-934-6809

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Enrico Ascher, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

Natalie Marks, MD

Anil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family.

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think
They are known to be “silent killers”

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist

WWW.VASCULARNYC.COM

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Pkwy, Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 347–533–8477

Boro Park:
960 50th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219

Tel: 718–438–3800
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40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!
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Dean Street Residences Condominiums
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Moms are expected to 
be nurturing beings who 
put their kids’ needs fi rst, 
said Azmi, but that should 
not mean forgetting their 
own needs.

“There is a loss of iden-
tity when you become a 
mother, but that doesn’t 
have to be the case,” she 
said. “You can be a mother 
and still be a woman.”

The gab sessions are 
completely judgment-free 
zones, said one attendee 
— the mamas share their 
turn-ons and masturba-
tion habits, and even toss 
around illicit topics such 
as extra-marital affairs 
and threesomes.  

“There’s a lot of en-

couragement,” said Nora, 
who declined to share her 
last name. “It’s cheer-
ing on other people who 
aren’t feeling like sex-
ual beings anymore, and 
telling them ‘You’re awe-
some, you’re beautiful, if 
you still want to have sex 
you should go out and get 
it!’ ”

The moms are also en-
couraged to broaden their 
sexual horizons, Azmi said 
— a professional domina-
trix gave a presentation at 
a Feb. 26 session where the 
ladies bonded over bond-
age.

Banana Pancakes meets 
monthly at Please [557 
Fifth Ave. between Pros-
pect Park West and 16th 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
788–6969, www.pleasenew-
york.com]. Free.

the intersection.
The area buzzes with 

cars as parents pick up 
and drop off their kids at 
PS 222 — a block away on 

Quentin Road and E. 34th 
Street — and the traf-
fi c light will calm things 
down, another offi cial 
said.

“It’s a very busy loca-
tion, especially during the 
school hours when chil-
dren are getting dropped 

off and causes a lot of 
back up,” said Sen. Mar-
tin Golden (R–Marine 
Park). “It will slow traffi c 
down and err on the side 
of safety and is just a good 
thing to do.”

There have been four 
crashes at the intersec-

tion since 2009 — one stat-
ing a disregard for traffi c 
control, according to city 
records.

The Department of 
Transportation expects it 
will fi nish installing the 
light by the end of March, 
a spokeswoman said.

Continued from page 1 

MOMS

Continued from page 1 

LIGHT

TOSSING TABOOS: Sid Azmi believes motherhood and dildos can 
go hand-in-hand — that’s why she’s hosting a monthly moms group 
that talks exclusively about sex. Photo by Louise Wateridge

stalking the band mem-
bers and holding them 
against their will, she 
says. 

But the felonious 
(and potentially mur-
derous) actions of her 
characters are just an 
exaggerated result of 
feelings any fan can un-
derstand, she says. 

“I hope that people 
can relate to it even 
though it is outland-
ish,” said Moldavsky. 
“A lot of people know 
what it is like to be a 
big fan, to be passionate 
about something. I take 
that passion and make 
it into an extreme.”

Moldavsky was in-
spired to write the book 
after watching a Brit-
ish documentary about 
boy band-crazed teen-
age girls. She became 
fascinated by the out-
landish things the fans 
said about the tightly-
choreographed objects 
of their obsession, she 
said — “dark things 
about what they would 

do if they had access 
to these boys and if 
anyone came between 
them.”

She created her own 
fictional band “The Ru-
perts,” but used details 
from real-life fans she 
had witnessed or heard 
about, including a story 
about a teenage girl 
with the face of pop star 
Enrique Iglesias tat-
tooed on her chest. The 
idea was so outlandish 
she had to include it in 
her book, Moldavsky 
said. 

The Brooklyn na-
tive declined to reveal 
much about her follow-
up novel, but it seems 
to involve a similar ma-
cabre combination of 
youth and violence. 

“I can’t say too much 
about it,” she said. “But 
it’s about kids at a sum-
mer camp who are cut-
throat idealists.”  

“Kill the Boy Band” 
reading at Word  [126 
Franklin St. between 
Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096, www.
wordbookstores.com]. 
March 1 at 7 pm. Free.

Continued from page 1 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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++ALL applicants will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms.

STK# 526875

2001 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

BASE 4DR WAGON 122,005 MILES
STK# 772420

2004 JEEP WRANGLER

SPORT 4WD 2DR SUV / MANUAL 5-SPEED 77,806 MILES
STK# 238954

2010 SUBARU LEGACY

AWD 2.5I PREMIUM 4 DR SEDAN CVT 94,190 MILES

STK# 066442

2006 HONDA CIVIC

LX 4DR SEDAN 108,583 MILES
STK# 698766

2008 TOYOTA MATRIX

COROLLA MATRIX XR  4DR SEDAN 87,733 MILES
STK# 343234

2004 NISSAN QUEST

3.5 SL 4DR MINI-VAN 66,148 MILES

STK# 600910

2014 HONDA CR-V

AWD LX 4DR SEDAN 32,475 MILES
STK# 169888

2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

SXT 4DR MINI-VAN 89,526 MILES
STK# 060454

2005 HONDA ODYSSEY

4DR EX-L MINI VAN W/ LEATHER  94,896 MILES

STK# 344687

2007 KIA SPORTAGE

EX 4DR SUV 4WD 113,200 MILES
STK# 039764

2007 LEXUS RX350

AWD 4DR SUV 123,060 MILES
STK# 549468

2004 HONDA CIVIC

EX 4 DR SEDAN  125,352 MILES

$3,900 $14,400 $10,500

CHECK OUT OUR FULL INVENTORY
WWW.CONEYANDVAUTOSALES.COM

$7,999 $9,499 $6,495

Payments as Low as $149.99 a Month++

$18,700  $13,999 $8,700

$7,999 $13,100 $4,999


