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CELEBRATING

10 YEARS
In the last 10 years, it’s safe to say that nearly 10 
million faces have come to a place that started 
out as a dream. Aviator Sports and Events 
Center has become a destination for families all 
across Brooklyn and New York City. 

From our fi rst event hosting the FDNY vs. NYPD 
football game on our brand new outdoor turf 
on May 20, 2006, to hosting world class ju 
jitsu tournaments and tier 1 hockey programs, 
Aviator’s commitment has been to provide a fi rst 
class, family oriented, and safe environment. 

Over 10 years, 5,000 hockey players have come 
up through our programs. Imagine how that 
has grown the sport! Similarly 5,000 gymnasts 
have come up through Aviator’s unparalleled 
programs. 

As Aviator grew in popularity, more and 
more programs were added. Offerings were 
expanded from basketball, volleyball, and 
soccer to sports performance training, CrossFit 
and pickleball. 

Parents in the community choose Aviator 
because of the experienced coaches and fi rst 
class facilities. They stay because they become 
family.  Aviator is more than just the place you 
take your family skating or rock climbing, it’s 
where families grow up. 

To think about each set of eyes that pass 
through the doors, they all have a story to tell. 
Aviator plans to share those stories with you this 
year, truly celebrating what has made our 10 
years so great...you, our Aviator family. 

In the coming weeks you will see some new 
things at Aviator. A brand new website is being 
launched, making it easier for our customers to 
register online and to access all the programs, 
parties and camps that we have to offer. 

Aviator is also introducing a new Day Pass that 
will bundle several activities into one price. A 
Kosher Corner is also being introduced to better 
serve the community.

It’s been exciting to watch Aviator grow the last 
10 years. Here’s to many more!
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 Aviator Sports opened its doors for the first time. The rest, as you 
can see is history. Just as Floyd Bennett Field was home to the history-making Aviators 

of the early 1900s, Aviator Sports and Events Center is home to history-making 
athletes of today. Continual expansion and growth of our programs is a source of 

pride for everyone at Aviator. Take a look at how Aviator has grown over the years! 
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Family members who have been fi ghting 
the hasty eviction of their loved ones from a 
notorious Park Slope old-folks now owe the 
owner $50 million for dragging his name 
through the mud, the landlord claims in a 
new lawsuit.

Prospect Park Residence owner Hay-
sha Deitsch is suing fi ve of the people he 
has been fi ghting in court since he tried to 
boot their wizened kin out of his tony Grand 
Army Plaza building two years ago so he 

could sell it for $76 million, claiming they 
have maliciously smeared his name and are 
really just trying to get their hands on the 
money he stands to earn from the sale.

“The Defendants have willingly and in-
tentionally become part and parcel of a plan 
and scheme to bring numerous lawsuits,” 
reads the suit fi led late last month, “with the 
purpose to interfere and prevent any sale of 
the Prospect Park Residence going forward 
unless they shared in the profi ts of any such 

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Iconoclastic Red Hook bar owner and 
artist Antonio “Sunny” Balzano, who 
survived a gunpoint hold-up, partied 
with Andy Warhol, and quoted Shake-
speare and Samuel Beckett at whim, 
died of a stroke last Thursday at Meth-
odist Hospital. He was 81 years old.

The twinkle-eyed, 
wild-haired bon vivant, 
who painted abstract 
expressionist originals 
and screened classic 
Martha Graham dance 
performances on a pro-
jector, was the subject 
of numerous documentaries, articles, 
books, and television shows, includ-
ing Anthony Bourdain’s “No Reser-
vations.” But he was happiest tending 
bar and matching wits with a motley 

Legendary Red Hook 
barkeep Sunny dies

Continued on page 18

Owner of notorious home for 
old folks sues families of tenants

Continued on page 24
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NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN — OR WOMEN: The owner of Prospect Park Resi-
dence is suing the loved ones of his few holdout tenants. 

PACK YOUR BAGS

Dark day

We loved the art used in Author Myron Uhlberg’s Brooklyn-based children’s book “The Sound of All Things” so much, we put it on 
our cover — and we did a story about it in the latest edition of 24-Seven! For the story, plus more great images from the book’s 
pages, see page 33. And remember, the real, refurbished Cyclone opens this Sunday! Ted Papoulas 

The sound and the fury
Sunny.
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INSIDE: FIND THE PERFECT RESTAURANT FOR EASTER DINING IN 24-7
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Feed your face, and not the me-
ter!

The city will go ahead with 
a plan to install temporary 
seating in a parking space 
along Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope after members of Com-
munity Board Six okayed the 
proposal last week.

But some Park Sloper mer-
chants and residents are still 
questing a plan that will swap 
parking spots with public pic-
nic tables during the warmer 
months.

“To give up a parking 
space for people to sit out-
side and have a sandwich — 
I think we’re going too far,” 
said Community Board 6 
member Suzanne Turet, who 
voted against the installation 
at last Wednesday’s meeting, 
though the plan ultimately 
fl ew through with a 24–10 vote. 
“That’s not really good for the 
neighborhood.”

The Department of Trans-
portation will stick the sum-
mer seats — which are sur-
rounded by wooden planter 
boxes to protect loungers from 
surrounding car traffi c — in 
front of Thai cuisine and ice 
cream joint SkyIce Sweet & Sa-

vory at St. Mark’s Place later 
this month and leave it there 
through November.

SkyIce teamed up with the 
city to bid for the seats, but 
neighbors do not have to pa-
tronize the business to enjoy 
the public street-side lounge 

— the 20-foot-long plant-lined 
box serves as a miniature pub-
lic park for locals to hang out 
and soak in the sun, which 
many neighbors say would be 
a welcome addition to the com-
mercial corridor.

“I feel that servicing all of 

the people in the neighborhood 
looking for a place to relax, en-
joy each other’s company, and 
have a snack, is more benefi -
cial than making room for 
parking,” said Joanna Smith. 

But others argued the seats 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
This idea stinks — literally!

The city’s plan to make-
over Fourth Avenue medi-
ans with pedestrian benches 
and green space is a waste 
of money because few locals 
will hang out there inhaling 
fumes from passing traffi c, 
say Sunset Parkers.

“Why would you want to 
sit there? It’s like sitting in 
your garage with your motor 
on,” said Renee Giordano.

And anyone who does 
brave the effl uvium to picnic 
in the tiny mid-traffi c parks 

could be taking their life in 
their hands, they say, as the 
thoroughfare is notoriously 
dangerous.

In 2014, there were 200 col-
lisions on the street between 
17th and 65th streets — the 
parts of the avenue in Sunset 
Park — 31 more than the pre-
vious year, and more than 
twice as many as the year be-
fore that, according to police 
data.

“I know some families 
here might go have lunch out 
on the benches there, but God 
forbid a kid steps off the curb 

— that’s it,” said Third Ave-
nue resident John Murphy.

But the Department of 
Transportation refused to re-
spond to the residents’ traffi c 
and air quality concerns.

The department plans 
to raise medians — fi rst in 
Sunset Park, and eventually 
through Park Slope — to two 
feet above the roadway and 
widen them by four feet on ei-
ther side to the yellow-striped 
buffer zone it installed in late 
2012.

It intends to plant trees 

Residents welcome seating in Fifth Avenue parking spaces…

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, 
Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles 
and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary 
consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

PARK IT: The Department of Transportation is sticking a temporary seating area on this Fifth Avenue parking 
spot for the warmer months this year — though some neighbors argue the greenery-lined hangout is a waste 
of parking space. Photo by Jason Speakman

JUST SAY NAY: Renee Giordano 
doesn’t want greenery and seats 
in the middle of Fourth Avenue.

Park-your-butt Slope!

…but some don’t want to sit on Fourth Ave. medians

Continued on page 29

Continued on page 24
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By Julianne Cuba

He wrote the sounds of silence.
The cacophony of Coney 

Island’s Boardwalk — the roar 
of the Cyclone and crashing of the waves 
— takes center stage in the new lav-
ishly illustrated children’s book “The 
Sound of All Things.” The book’s author, 
who will appear at the Brooklyn Public 
Library on March 19, based the story on 
his memories of growing up with a deaf 
mother and father in 1930s Brooklyn.

“Write about what you know maybe 
is true,” said Myron Uhlberg, now 82. 
“On self-examination, what I did know 
is growing up with two deaf parents 
in Brooklyn. Of course I have to write 
about Brooklyn because that’s what I 
knew.” 

“The Sound of All Things” — 
Uhlberg’s seventh published book — 
focuses on a typical weekend from his 
childhood, spent on Coney Island with 
his parents. During these expeditions, 
Uhlberg’s father would ask him to trans-
late the sound of the Boardwalk, to 

“explain what things sound like, things 
he could never hear,” he remembered.

The book’s focus on noise made cre-
ating the images a difficult task, said the 
book’s illustrator. 

“Given that it’s a book about sound, it 
was a challenge to try to figure out ways 
to use visual stimulants in the painting 

to show sound,” said Ted Papoulas, a 
former Brooklynite who now lives in 
New Jersey. 

Papoulas researched old photos of 
Brooklyn streets and of the Boardwalk 
in order to create his paintings of Coney 
Island in the 1930s. Papoulas said that it 
required a careful process of “thinking 

of each page and what had to be depict-
ed, and adding details and textures to it 
to make the scene come to life.”  

Uhlberg — who now lives in 
California — and Papoulas will meet 
for the first time at the Brooklyn Public 
Library even. During the book’s publi-
cation process, they communicated by 
e-mail and phone. 

While he is in Brooklyn, Uhlberg 
plans to head back to Coney Island and 
chow down on some Nathan’s hot dogs 
on the Boardwalk. He is also excited to 
share the Brooklyn he grew up in with 
readers, because so much of that world 
has changed, he said. 

“The book is my Christmas present, 
or birthday present, to the Brooklyn that 
I once lived, and I remember, and will 
never forget,” he said. 

“The Sound of All Things” at the 
Brooklyn Central Library Dweck Center 
[10 Grand Army Plaza between Flatbush 
Avenue and Eastern Parkway in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100, www.bklynli-
brary.org]. March 19 at 1 pm. Free. 

Kids’ book captures a quiet Coney Island 

Above the Boardwalk: “The Sound of All 
Things” is Brooklyn-born author Myron 
Uhlberg’s new children’s book about growing 
up in 1930s Brooklyn as a translator for his 
deaf parents. Ted Papoulas.

Silent riding

Scene on the street: Illustrator Ted Papoulas researched photos of 1930s Brooklyn for “The Sound of All 
Things,” a childrens’ book launching at the Brooklyn Public Library on March 19. Ted Papoulas
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Talk about some nosey neigh-
bors!

Carroll Gardeners who 
claim to be plagued by putrid 
smells coming from a decades-
old heating oil depot alongside 
the notoriously toxic Gowanus 
Canal are a bunch of whiny 
hipster newcomers who think 
they can barge into an indus-
trial neighborhood and wag 
their fi ngers at established 
businesses, says the business 
owner.

“I’m being harassed by the 
community,” said Vincent Al-
legretti, who operates the Bay-
side Fuel Oil Depot Corpora-
tion site on Smith Street. “It’s 
this new crop of people that 
are moving in and gentrifying 
the neighborhood.”

A strong chemical smell 
emanates from the depot be-
tween Garnet and Centre 
streets and leaks into nearby 
homes, say community mem-
bers who have settled near 
the banks of  Brooklyn’s nauti-
cal purgatory  — of 147 neigh-
bors who fi lled out a survey on 
the smell, 133 said they have 
smelled oil or gas near their 
homes, 97 said the smell was 
“frequent” during the win-
ter months, and 54 said they 
would describe the smell as 
“strong” while 30 went so far 
as to call it “overwhelming.”

The odor is so disturbing, 
say locals, its frequent presence 
is marring their quality of life.

“I’m talking about a smell 
like if you stuck your nose in 
the open gas container of your 
car,” said Timm Chiusano, 
who moved to the neighbor-
hood fi ve years ago and lives 
two blocks from the depot with 
his wife and 3-year-old daugh-
ter. “You have to keep your 
windows shut at night entirely 
or it will linger within your 
house.”

Chiusano — who conducted 
the neighborhood survey and 
is spearheading efforts to ad-
dress the smell — says the 
stench has become unbear-
able within the past two years 
and is at its most potent when 
the depot is unloading oil from 
a canal barge.

“Through a lot of common 
sense and a sense of smell and 
seeing where it’s emanating 
from, there’s a lot of things 
pointing directly to that site,” 
he said.

But the depot has been 
there since the 1940s with no 
problems, argues Allegretti, 
insisting he runs a clean busi-
ness that abides by environ-
mental regulations and the 
new neighbors are just rais-
ing a stink. The smell could 
be coming from a number of 
nearby construction sites or 
from the putrid canal itself, he 
insists — and if they do hap-
pen to smell his oil from time 
to time, they should just chalk 
it up to living next-door to an 
oil terminal. 

“It’s no different than if 
they lived next to a Dunkin’ 
Donuts and smelled coffee,” he 
said.

The response from envi-
ronmental agencies has been 
mixed, said Chiusano — a rep 
for the city left him a voice 
mail on April 15 last year stat-
ing a pungent chemical smell 
emanating from the plant was 
an air code violation, while a 
state rep said in an e-mail that 
he watched the depot fi ll its 
tanks with no apparent viola-
tions in sight or smell.

The federal Environmental 
Protection Agency — which 
inspects the depot every three 
months — has found no viola-
tions on the site within the past 
three years,  records show . 

The Chiusanos say they 
want an investigation to deter-
mine once and for all the ori-
gins of the stench — and once 
that has been nailed down, 
they want the collective agen-
cies to do something about it.

Chiusano says he knows 
people will scoff, but insists he 
and his family have a right to 
clean air.

“I can hear the collective 
‘Go f--- yourself’ from people 
looking at this from the out-
side,” he said. “But just be-
cause we chose to live in prox-
imity to something the EPA 
is cleaning up, doesn’t mean 
companies have free reign to 
put whatever they want into 
the air.”

BY LAUREN GILL
It is good for what jails you!

The proposed closure of 
scandal-plagued Rikers Is-
land would be a boon for the 
borough, says one prisoner 
advocate, allowing Brook-
lynites awaiting trial to 
stay in safer local facilities 
that are much closer to their 
loved ones and the courts. 
Locals are already objecting 
to housing more inmates or 
new jails in their backyard, 
but they should stop being 
so selfi sh, he said.

“It’s almost obnoxious 
to hear people in Brooklyn 
push back on the idea of 
building a new, safer jail or 
rehabbing an old jail,” said 
Glenn Martin, an ex-con 
who was born and raised in 
Bedford-Stuvyvesant and is 
now president of Just Lead-
ership USA, whose goal is 
to cut the country’s prison 
population in half by 2030.

A growing chorus of 
pols are demanding the city 
close the notoriously brutal 
jail complex, but that would 
require it to fi nd somewhere 
else to house the approxi-
mately 7,200 inmates behind 
bars there — which means 
building new facilities, ex-
panding existing ones, or 
dramatically reducing the 
number of inmates in the 
system.

Currently, there are only 
around 3,000 other jail beds 
around New York — 800 of 
which are at Boerum Hill’s 
Brooklyn House of Deten-
tion on Atlantic Avenue, 
the borough’s only city-run 
jail, which usually houses 
around 600 at any given 
time,  according to Correc-
tions Department statistics . 

The city already fl oated 
the idea of making Brook-
lyn’s big house even bigger 
in 2010.  It scrapped that pro-
posal amidst massive com-
munity opposition , expand-
ing Rikers instead, and 
neighbors say they would 
fi ght any attempts to put it 
back on the table.

“We would continue to 
be against any expansion at 
the site,” said Howard Ko-
lins, president of civic group 
Boerum Hill Association, 
though he says the current 

facility is a good neighbor 
and he supports overhaul-
ing Rikers in general. “We 
think it becomes a burden 
on the community.”

But Martin — who spent 
a year in Rikers for armed 
robbery — says moving 
more Brooklyn yardbirds to 
their home borough would 
take them out of the toxic 
environment at Rikers and 
give them the chance to be 
closer to support services 
and court houses, which 
can help speed up trials. 

“Community-based jails 
create opportunities for 
people to be closer to their 
families, social services, 
lawyers,” he said.

However, Martin says the 
city won’t necessarily need 
larger — or more — slam-
mers if the city can shrink 
the number of people await-
ing trials behind bars. 

He believes it can be done 
by decriminalizing minor 
and non-violent offenses 
such as public urination 
and littering that often lead 
to jail time when people fail 
to show up to court dates, 
eliminating cash bail that 
many low-income residents 
can’t afford, and speeding 
up trials so inmates spend 
less time languishing — 
Martin claims that reduc-
ing the average wait from 

Oil depot says new neighbors too sensitive

RAISING THE BAR: Brooklynites 
awaiting trial would benefi t from 
closing Rikers Island since they 
would be staying in safer facili-
ties such as Brooklyn House of 
Detention, says a prison reform 
activist. Photo by Louise Wateridge

HELL’S SMELLS: Carroll Gardens local Timm Chiusano says he is sick and tired of the putrid stench emanating 
from the Bayside Fuel Oil Depot on the Gowanus Canal.  Photo by Jason Speakman 

STINK FEST!

How Rikers 
closure could 
benefi t Bklyn 

Continued on page 29
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BY LAUREN GILL
They’re going to protect cy-
clists from cars — with cars!

The city plans to make cy-
cling on notoriously hairy 
Jay Street safer by creating 
new curbside bike lanes that 
are separated from traffi c by 
parking lanes.  Local pedal 
pushers have called for ac-
tual barriers to protect their 
paths in the past , but say this 
solution is still streets ahead 
of the current mess. 

“More protection is bet-
ter than less, and this is bet-
ter than what we have so I think it’s a 
win,” said Park Slope resident Doug 
Gordon at a Community Board 2 trans-
portation committee meeting on Tues-
day evening — one of around 2,400 cy-
clists who traverse the treacherous 
thoroughfare each day.

The panel voted 13–1 to approve the 
new lanes between Fulton and Tillary 
streets, and 11–3 from Tillary to Sands 
streets, after transportation depart-
ment reps unveiled them to a packed 
house that piled in to hear, debate, and 
 live - tweet  the long-awaited proposal. 

The fi ve-foot-wide lanes would re-
place the current paths that run along-
side regular traffi c and are  frequently  
blocked by motorists driving, turning, 
and double-parking their cars, buses, 
and cabs — resulting in a shambles of 
bikers, pedestrians, and drivers trying 
to dodge each other with sometimes 
tragic results. One cyclist died and 
270 people were injured on the arterial 
roadway between 2010 and 2014, accord-
ing to city data.

But some locals argued that moving 
the bike lanes won’t stop scoffl aws from 
using them as parking spaces, claiming 
news crews, city employees, and police 
offi cers with placards often park wher-
ever they please with impunity — even 
though the special permits do not allow 
them to block bike lanes.

And two-wheelers will also risk 
crashing into opening car doors, as 

there will only be a two-foot gap be-
tween the two lanes, said critics.

“I’m worried that this plan will take 
something that’s a mess and just make 
it a mess in a different way,” said Bran-
don Chamberlin, who rides along Jay 
Street to work each day and slammed 
the proposal as unambitious.

Cyclists will also still have to weave 
around stopping buses, which will 
cross the lanes when pulling in to pick 
up students and cubicle monkeys from 
local colleges and MetroTech. 

But the new lanes were enough to 
win the support of car-critic group 
Transportation Alternatives, which 
has been demanding safer pedaling 
passageways on the strip for years.

“This is a  big victory for the com-
munity,” said communications direc-
tor Brian Zumhagen after the meeting.

As part of the same plan, the trans-
portation department also intends to 
install a crosswalk at the off-ramp to 
the Manhattan Bridge, but hadn’t de-
cided whether it will install signs or 
signals there yet, so the committee de-
layed voting on that element until it 
has more details.

The bike lane proposal will next go 
in front of the full community board.

If all goes to plan, construction on 
the new lanes will begin in the sum-
mer and should take about a month, 
said a rep for the transportation de-
partment. 

Great barrier relief!
City unveils new bike lanes for Jay Street

GOING GREEN: The city’s plan for new bike lanes on the notoriously dangerous Jay Street. 
 NYC DOT

CAN’T TOUCH THIS: The transportation department 
plans to move Jay Street’s bike lanes over to the curb, 
and the parking lanes next to traffi c. 
 Department of Transportation
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BY LAUREN GILL
An eco-savvy Prospect 
Heights resident who claims 
she only creates enough 
trash to fill one garbage can 
a month is on a mission to 
help Brooklynites lighten 
their loads by opening a 
store where customers use 
their own containers to get 
groceries home.

Sarah Metz recently 
launched a  Kickstarter 
campaign to raise $15,000  
for a brick-and-mortar store 
called the Fillery that will 
sell foods in a way rarely 
seen since the days of “ Little 
House on the Prairie ,” when 
quality packaging consisted 
of a burlap sack, and oats 
didn’t come in a fancy dis-
posable tube with a hand-
some Quaker on it.

“Package-free shopping 
is such an easy way for an 
individual to help address a 
huge problem,” she said. “By 
reducing packaging waste 

you’re also making the ef-
fort to reduce food waste.” 

Items for sale will include 
nuts, grains, dry fruits, olive 
oil, chocolates, and house-
hold cleaners, all stored in 
huge containers that cus-
tomers will scoop out into 
their own jugs, crocks, jars, 
or sacks — just like they did 
in the halcyon days of yes-
teryear. Patrons can also 
pick up fresh fruits and veg-
etables from regional farms 
— also just like they did in 
the halcyon days of yester-
year.

But how will it keep shop-
pers from throwing stuff 
away? 

Giving patrons the abil-
ity to take just what they 
need will save on wasted 
food — unlike the Costco-
sized packages of produce 
that end up in a landfill, 
like 40 percent of food sold 
in the United States,  accord-
ing to the United Nations 

Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization . 

For those who wander 
into the store empty-handed, 
the Fillery will sell reusable 

containers such as spice and 
mason jars, and will have 
free paper bags so people 
can start their collection of 
Earth-friendly packaging. 

But convincing people to 
buy food without the f lashy 
packaging that is designed 
to lure in customers and 
help them make decisions is 
challenging, says the man-
ager of the country’s first 
package-free store — which 
had to eventually introduce 
packaged foods to its aisles 
to keep itself af loat. 

“When you take away a 
few key things that help hone 
in on those decisions, you’re 
making it harder for the 
customer to make choices,” 
said Joshua Blaine, who 
manages eco-conscious gro-
cer “In.gredients” in Aus-
tin, Texas. 

He said the package-free 
philosophy is  big in Europe , 
where people are more in-
terested in cooking with 
whole ingredients instead 
of throwing ready-made fix-
ings into their recipes. 

In.gredients still offers 
bulk foods and Blaine said 
he dreams of stocking pack-
age-free aisles someday, but 
it wasn’t a sustainable model 
for the Texas store since it 
is located in an area where 
people have to drive to get 
their groceries, instead of 
picking them up quickly and 
frequently on the way home 
— something folks would be 

Prospect Heights woman 
dreams of waste-free grocery

GREEN QUEEN: Prospect Heights resident Sarah Metz is trying to launch 
a store that would offer items without packaging, so customers would 
have to bring their own containers to get their groceries home.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Re-’Filler’ up! 

Continued on page 29
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BY LAUREN GILL
A yellow-and-black checkered ferry 
that provides a popular service be-
tween Ikea in Red Hook and Man-
hattan says it will f loat off into the 
sunset at the end of this year after 
learning it lost its bid to run  the 
mayor’s city-wide ferry system . 

New York Water Taxi, which has 
been shuttling landlubbers across 
the East River and on harbor tours 
for the last 15 years, says the city 
raised the gangway on its offer to 
run ferries between Brooklyn and 
four other boroughs, instead choos-
ing an out-of-state competitor to run 
the ship. Now the colorful taxi ser-
vice says it soon won’t make any 
more runs — leaving lovers of af-
fordable yet stylish Swedish fur-
niture, and residents of transpor-
tation-starved Red Hook high and 
dry.

“It will be very difficult to swim 
across the channel with all of that 
furniture,” said Water Taxi spokes-
man Jordan Barowitz. “That ferry 
connection has become an integral 
part of the transportation system 
for the neighborhood.” 

The aqua cab entered a bid to op-
erate the new city-wide ferry service 
that will begin in 2017, but lost out 
to San Francisco-based company 
Hornblower Cruises and Events, the 
mayor announced on Wednesday.

A spokesman for Hornblower 
said that calling the cruise com-
pany, which has been operating in 
the harbor since 2007, an intruder 
doesn’t hold water.

“We’re not happy we’re charac-
terized as some kind of outsider,” 
said spokesman George Lence. 

“We’re very much part of the fabric 
of New York, we’re as part of New 
York as the Empire State Building 
and Times Square.” 

And the leader of the New York-
based Water Taxi says it will sink 
next to the cheaper, government-
funded service that folks can ride 
for the price of a subway ride. 

“We can’t compete against heav-
ily subsidized monopolies and that’s 
what’s happening the harbor,” said 
company co-president David Neil.

Reps for the citywide ferry ser-
vice had been touting the operation 
as a complement to the city’s exist-
ing water vessels, which include the 
Water Taxi, and city-run Staten Is-
land Ferry and East River Ferry 
service.

But folks that depend on the 
Water Taxi to catch views of city’s 
sights or commute to Red Hook will 
have to find another, less lavish way 
to get around, or maybe just skip the 
high seas altogether, says Neil. 

“Customers will have to find an 
average experience or perhaps they 
will simply choose not to go out on 
the water,” he said. 

A rep for the Economic Devel-
opment Corporation said it is sur-
prised to hear the taxi is threat-
ening to call it quits since it won’t 
directly compete with any of their 
routes, maintaining there is room 
for everyone out on the harbor.

“We believe there is room in our 
city for multiple ferry operators pro-
viding many different types of ser-
vices, and we’re disappointed that 
Water Taxi does not share our com-
mitment to the future of New York 

Water Taxi threatens to stop service 
after losing city-wide ferry contract

DOCK OUT: New York Water Taxi says it will end its service between Red Hook and Manhat-
tan at the end of the year.  Photo by Tom Fox

DRYDOCK! 

Continued on page 29
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76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Undercooked
A punk tried to hold up a guy on 

Baltic Street on March 7, but his 
victim booked it, leaving him with 
a lone bag of food. 

The victim was near Henry 
Street at 6:40 pm when the jerk ap-
proached and displayed a gun, tell-
ing him “Let’s go upstairs.” 

But the guy was too quick and 
ran away, leaving his $12 worth of 
food behind, which was gone when 
he returned to the scene, said cops.

Triple team
Police cuffed three women who 

they say stole two pricey phones 
from another woman’s bag on Hoyt 
Street on March 7.

The victim was near Douglass 
Street at 12:29 pm when the three 
allegedly surrounded her, remov-
ing her bag with a gold and a silver 
iPhone inside. They also took $70 in 
cash, but police caught up to the al-
leged thieves before they could cash 
in, and slapped cuffs on them. 

Bottle service 
Cops arrested a guy who they say 

threw a tantrum at aPioneer Street 
bar on March 13 when his quest to 
fi nd party favors went awry.

The victim, who works at the 
tavern near Imlay Street, told cops 
the guy asked him if he was selling 
drugs and he said “no.” 

He didn’t seem to like that an-
swer, and allegedly struck the vic-
tim with a bottle, causing swelling 
and bleeding, police claim. They 
later arrived on the scene, arresting 
the guy for assault. 

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Big heist
A crook held up an Atlantic Av-

enue bank on March 9 and made off 
with thousands of dollars.

The crook barged into the teller 
area of the bank near Hicks Street 
at 1:35 pm, fl ashing a silver gun, po-
lice said. He collected money from 
two teller stations, totaling approxi-
mately $25,000, said a report. 

Cut up
A pillager stole $20 from a guy on 

Bond Street on March 10. 
The victim said he was near At-

lantic Avenue at 9 am with a $20 note 
in his hand when the brute struck 
him in the head with a wooden 
stick. 

The jerk then took the Andrew 
Jackson from the guy’s hand and 
fl ed. Police said the victim was 
taken to Cobble Hill urgent care, 

where he was treated for a cut on 
his head. 

Blinded by the light
Police cuffed a guy who they say 

tried to steal more than a thousand 
dollars worth of sunglasses on Ful-
ton Street on March 11.

The guy allegedly picked up 15 
pairs of sunglasses, and one pair of 
slippers, and tried to leave the store 
near Bridge Street at 5:36 pm, police 
said. But the alleged crook couldn’t 
fool employees, who called in au-
thorities and arrested him. 

Slash and dash
A brute slashed a woman on the 

side of her face on Willoughby Street 
on March 11.

A witness told police the victim 
was involved in a fi ght with another 
riled-up lady in the Jay Street sub-
way station at 1:45 pm when the 
fi end picked up an unknown object 
from the fl oor and slashed her oppo-
nent. 

The bruiser then threw the ob-
ject on the fl oor and fl ed. Police said 
the victim received four stitches on 
the side of her face.  — Lauren Gill

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

Shove off
A couple of dirtbags shoved a 

guy to the ground and robbed him 
at gunpoint at the corner of McKib-
bin and Bogart Streets on the morn-
ing of March 13.

The guy was on his way home at 
5:35 am when the two goons came up 
and forced him to the ground, then 
pulled guns and said “Shut up or I’ll 
shoot you,” police said. 

The duo grabbed the victim’s 
phone, iPod, and a wad of cash be-
fore fl eeing down McKibbin Street 
towards White Street, according to 
a police report. Cops say a witness 
backed up the victim’s story.

Grab and go
A scamp snatched a woman’s 

wallet out of her hand on Harrison 
Place on March 11.

The woman was near Morgan 
Avenue at 6:20 pm when the low-life 
snuck up behind her and grabbed 
her wallet — containing $100 in 
cash — out of her hand before fl ee-
ing down Morgan Avenue towards 
Ingraham Street, police said. 

Who is he?
A bandit busted into a Moore 

Street apartment on March 9 and 
ran off with a guy’s wallet.

The victim told cops he woke up 
at around 10:30 am in his place be-
tween White and Bogart streets and 
saw the troublemaker grabbing his 
wallet. The victim said “Who are 
you?” and the shady character fl ed 
through the front door of the apart-
ment, according to a police report. 

The apartment door had been un-
locked, cops said. Police said cam-
era footage from a nearby building 
shows a guy matching the victim’s 
description trying to open doors 30 
minutes before the incident. 

Lucky break-in 
A thief broke into a woman’s Sc-

holes Street apartment and snatched 
a bunch of cash sometime in the af-
ternoon of March 11.

The victim locked up and left her 
pad between Manhattan and Gra-
ham avenues at 4 pm, then returned 
at 11 pm to fi nd $1,200 missing from 
her backpack and her dresser draw-
ers thrown around, police said. 

The victim said there was a crack 
on the apartment door that had not 
been there before, authorities said.

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

Stick it out
A violent villain punched a guy 

in the face when he failed to fork 
over cash on Skillman Avenue on 
March 8, but the victim ultimately 
scared off the assailant by bran-
dishing a stick.

The victim was near Woodpoint 
Road at 3:30 am when the fi end ap-
proached and demanded money, 
police said. When the victim said 
he did not have any cash, the perp 
punched him in the nose and shoved 
him against a building, injuring 
him, said police. 

The victim then picked up a stick, 
and the attacker fl ed in an unknown 
direction, police said.

Key stolen
A thief crept into a guy’s Manhat-

tan Avenue apartment and ran off 
with a single key during the early 
morning hours of March 10.

The victim woke up in his apart-
ment near Skillman Avenue at 4:20 
am and opened his bedroom door 
to see some creep’s silhouette in his 

living room, police said. 
When the victim said “Hello, 

who’s there?” the perp scampered 
out the front door and fl ed on foot 
in an unknown direction, accord-
ing to authorities. The victim no-
ticed the sneak had snatched a gold 
key from a key ring on a table next 
to the front door, according to a po-
lice report. Police said the perp ap-
parently came in through the front 
door without using force.

Slim pickings
Two greedy goons robbed a cou-

ple of guys at gunpoint on Dobbin 
Street on March 9, but only made off 
with a few bucks.

The two victims were near Nor-
man Avenue at 4:43 am when the 
cretins said “Give me your wallet” 
as one of the perps brandished a 
gun, cops said. 

The baddies, who wore bandanas 
over their faces, snatched a single 
dollar from one of the victims and 
$6 from the other, police said. The 
miscreants fl ed on foot towards 
Norman Avenue, according to au-
thorities. — Allegra Hobbs

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

High stakes
Some phony sweepstakes scam-

mers conned an elderly 100th Street 
woman out of $60,000 between Feb. 
22 and March 7, according to police.

The 72-year-old victim received 
multiple calls at her home between 
Fourth Avenue and Fort Hamilton 
Parkway from people calling them-
selves “Mr. Kennedy,” “Mr. James,” 
and “Ms. Alice,” who told her she 
won a sweepstakes, but had to send 
in money to a post offi ce box in New 
Jersey, according to a police report. 
She sent the money, but never re-
ceived any prize back, police said.

Avian abuser
A lout tossed injured pigeons 

from his car on 68th Street on March 
9, police said.

A bystander saw the man throw 
the birds out of his car near Ninth 
Avenue around 6 pm. The pigeons 
could not fl y, collapsed on the 
ground, and were “in distress,” ac-
cording to a police report.

Police recovered fi ve of the eight 
birds and brought them to an ani-
mal rescue facility in Manhattan. 

Johnny Apple-thief
A carbreaker stole a trove of elec-

tronics from a man’s car parked on 
Fifth Avenue sometime overnight 
on March 7, police said.

The victim left his car near 79th 
Street around midnight and re-
turned at 7 am to fi nd his MacBook 
Pro, an iPad Mini, and his wallet 
missing — although there were no 
signs of forced entry, said police. 

— Dennis Lynch
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BY LAUREN GILL
This plan doesn’t swim.

Borough President Adams 
took a hard line against a pro-
posal to build a nursing home 
in Superstorm Sandy-ravaged 
Red Hook, recommending the 
city not approve it because it 
would put too many seniors in 
harm’s way and doesn’t pro-
vide an adequate emergency 
evacuation plan.

The Beep’s report, dated 
March 8, says Oxford Nursing 
Home’s plan to build a $65-mil-
lion facility with an urgent 
care center on Conover Street 
between Sullivan and King 
streets needs to take a hard 
look at how tough it would be to 
move dozens of senior citizens 
out of harm’s way when an-
other storm the likes of Sandy 
arrives.

“This proposal has the po-
tential to result in devastat-
ing impacts on the 200 elderly 
who are likely to require sub-
stantial assistance in the even 
of an evacuation,” the  report  
states. 

Additionally, Adams 

claimed that right now more 
than 1,400 nursing home beds 
in Brooklyn sit inside fl ood 
zones — 11 percent of all beds 
— and Oxford, whose new fa-
cility would replace one lo-
cated outside a fl ood zone on S. 
Oxford Street in Fort Greene, 
should consider a new site 
that is not threatened by ris-
ing tides.

Adams also pointed out that 
the zoning change required to 
get the building constructed 
would open the door to massive, 
out-of-context high-rise develop-
ments in low-rise Red Hook, al-
lowing buildings to go as tall as 
110 feet in an area where none 
are nearly that tall.

“Such possible height on the 
properties that are not in the 
applicant’s ownership, as well 
as the eight- to nine-stories pro-
posed for the combined skilled 
nursing facility and ambula-
tory diagnostic facility are out 
of context with the existing 
structures,” the Beep wrote.

In response to concerns 
raised at a public hearing in 
December about the infl ux of 

traffi c the center would bring 
to the area, Adams said de-
velopers must nix plans to in-
clude an urgent care center 
since it is located too far away 
from public transportation 
and would only be accessible 
by people with vehicles. 

Additionally, the 52- car 
parking garage on Sullivan 
Street — a one-way stretch lo-

cated across from newly built 
residential buildings — must 
be relocated to King Street to 
increase traffi c fl ow. 

Adams made his determina-
tion on the project after Com-
munity Board 6 approved it with 
certain provisions, including 
the agreement that the devel-
oper not fl ip the property after 
being granted a zoning change, 

and neighborhood residents get 
fi rst crack at the opportunity to 
work or use the facility.

Oxford estimates the facil-
ity will employ at least 100 peo-
ple, and house up to 200.

The Beep’s opinion is only 
advisory, and may be consid-
ered by the city’s Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals before going 
to the Council for approval.

Beep says planned Red Hook old folks home wrong for fl ood zone

NO GO: The Beep says the plan for 
a new eight-story nursing home 
in Red Hook must be drastically 
changed to win over his approval.  

Adams sinks nursing home plan
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To congratulate and thank Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction, 
please call Jennifer Stern at 718-260-8302 or email jstern@cnglocal.com

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s
2016 Women of Distinction

HONOREES
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in a Keepsake Publication May 20, 2016

Regina Andriolo, Esq.
Anna Becker
Nancy Colt
Sybil DeVeaux
Audrey Doorn
Pamela Esposito-Amery
Nancy Falco

Bazah Roohi
Carmen Gloria Rosario-Olmedo
Dawn Simon
Stephanie Thompson
Hafi da Torres
Shirley Young

Lenore Friedman
Bonnii Gargano
Laura Glazier-Smith
Lynn Harris
Nataly Isikli
Michele Jerry, LCSW
Dr. Saundra Johnson

Ingrid P. Lewis-Martin
Dr. Amy Lipnicki
Diane Marino
Maria Teresa Nitti
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Chinita Pointer
Beareather Reddy

Join Us!

$100 per person
8023 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228

Gala Dinner 
& Award Ceremony

Tuesday, June 7, 2016
Our Keynote Speaker

Ophira 
Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg 
is a standup comic, 
writer, and host of 
NPR’s hit trivia comedy show, 
Ask Me Another. 
She has appeared on The Late 
Late Show, The Today Show, 
Comedy Central, and VH-1.

BY LAUREN GILL
This was a no brainer! 

The city’s transportation 
department ensured that Red 
Hookers’ noggins will be safer 
than ever by handing out free 
helmets on March 11 — just 
in time for one resident, who 
was already looking to get 
some noodle protection for 
his kids.

“It was great because I was 
actually looking for helmets 
and I was going to purchase 
one online that day before I 

learned about the event,” said 
Marcus Bell, whose young-
sters Maliyah and Marcus 
scored new red and blue hel-
mets at the event, held at 
Hicks Street community hub 
the Red Hook Initiative. 

After riders accepted their 
new armor, department reps 
fi tted them to make sure the 
helmets were snug on their 
skulls, and taught them how 
to fasten the hard hats on 
tightly for optimal safety.

The city held the giveaway 

ostensibly to prepare the 
neighborhood for bike-rental 
program Citi Bike,  which 
will install around a dozen 
stations in the neighborhood 
some time next year .

But Bell said his kiddos 
can’t wait until then — they 
plan to don their new cra-
nium cases immediately for 
bike and scooter rides around 
the neighborhood. 

“They love their helmets 
and they can’t wait to use 
them,” he said.

MODEL CITIZENS: (Above) Red Hook youngster Dee Sean Henderson 
scored a new helmet on March 11. (Left) Transportation department em-
ployees fi tted Maliyah and Marcus Bell with their new hard hats. 
 Photos by Jason Speakman

THEY’LL WEAR IT WELL!
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BY DENNIS LYNCH
Thrill-seekers who can’t wait to risk 
life and limb on the Cyclone at Luna 
Park’s opening day on March 20 — or 
any time this summer for that matter 
— will be riding on a newly rehabili-
tated icon. The wooden roller coaster 
got a fresh coat of red and white paint 
in preparation for this summer and it 
looks better than ever, Coney Island’s 
unoffi cial mayor said.

“In my 37 years in Coney I’ve 
never seen it looking this good,” said 
entertainment impresario Dick Zi-
gun. “I’m thrilled about it.”

The Cyclone is a city landmark, 
so the Landmarks Commission had 
to certify that all the rehabilitation 
work was in line with the Cyclone’s 
original 1927 design. The park’s 
owners have also replaced sections 
of track on the nearly half-mile long 
roller coaster during the off-seasons 
over the last fi ve or so years.

That means riders this year will 
get the best ride on the Cyclone since 
the its fi rst brave riders strapped in 

to its cars almost 90 years ago. But 
worry not — just because the Cy-
clone looks brand new, it still feels 
as raw and white-knuckle as ever, Zi-
gun said, even if it looks a little less 
dangerous than before.

“People always joked that part 
of its fun was that it was rickety 
and ‘dangerous’ but that’s just not 
been true,” he said. “I think a lot of 
that false reputation was based on 
peeling paint and superfi cial rust 
stains.”

Borough President Adams, Coun-
cilman Mark Treyger (D–Coney Is-
land), Assemblywoman Pam Harris 
(D–Coney Island) and state Sena-
tor Diane Savino (D–Staten Island) 
will attend the opening ceremony 
at Luna Park at 11:30 am on March 
20. The fi rst 150 folks who show up 
will get free egg creams courtesy of 
Brooklyn Seltzer Boys. 

Luna Park season opening cer-
emony (1000 Surf Ave. between W. 
10th and W. Eighth streets in Coney 
Island). March 20, 11:30 am. Free.

RIDE ON!
Zigun: Cyclone looks a million bucks

CHECK OUT THE PAINT JOB!: The Cyclone is back, in all its white-and-red glory, for the 
2016 season. Photo by Angel Zayas
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ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE

Hours
Mon–Wed, 5-10:30pm, Thurs-Fri, 4-11:30pm, Sat-Sun, 11am-11:30pm

Saturday & Sunday
11am – 3pm

See menu @ 
www.AtlasSteak.com

LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS
B8Transportation Q B

Perfection On A Plate
Extraordinary Food
Impeccable Service

Rave Reviews
Enjoy Premium Hand-Cut Steak Nightly, 

Prepared To Perfection 
For A Classic Steakhouse Experience.

F To
18 Ave.

Now
Serving

Live  
Entertainment

THURSDAYS  Guitar Nite  
6pm - Close

FRIDAYS  Saxophone Nite  
7pm - Close

Make 
Reservations  

For Easter 
 Sunday 

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
A man wearing an American 
fl ag bandanna over his face 
slashed a woman in Ditmas 
Park on March 10.

The nationalistic good-for-
nothing came up from behind 
the woman on Beverly Road be-
tween Rugby and Argyle roads 
around 9:45 am and knifed her 
in the neck, police said. The two 
are apparently strangers and 
did not interact before the at-

tack, law enforcement sources 
said. It did not appear to be ra-
cially motivated, cops said.

The woman went to Mai-
monides Medical Center in 
stable condition, police said. 

Cops recovered two knives 
at the scene, offi cials said.

It is the most recent in a 
spate of random slashings that 
 motivated the Guardian An-
gels to renew subway patrols 
after more than a decade .

ATTACKED FROM BEHIND: Police taped off the scene on Beverly 
Road where an unknown man approached a woman from behind and 
slashed her neck on March 10. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta 

Coward slashes 
Ditmas Parker

BY DENNIS LYNCH
There is no room for the inn!

Industry City honchos have 
nixed a plan to build college 
dormitories in the massive 
Sunset Park campus after lo-
cals and pols complained that 
it would eat up much-needed 
industrial space. But local 
activists say they must also 
scrap hotels and retail stores 
planned for the site if they are 
serious about preserving the 
blue-collar area.

“Hotels are exactly the 
same thing,” said Elizabeth 
Yeampierre, the head of the 
Sunset Park advocacy group 
Uprose. “It’s just one of those 
things they’re going to use to 
say ‘hey, we’re doing what the 
community wants.’ We won’t 
really know if they mean that 
or not until they start moving 
away from commercializing 
an industrial area that is vital 
to New York City.”

Industry City announced 
the change of plan to Crain’s 

New York on March 10, claim-
ing it scrapped the dorms in 
response to local opposition 
— but that it still needs the ho-
tel and stores to help pay for 
the $1 billion it invested in the 
sprawling complex last year.

“One of the strong pieces of 
feedback we have gotten on our 

plans is that people don’t like 
the dorm component,” Indus-
try City chief executive offi cer 
Andrew Kimball  told Crain’s .

Bigwigs had planned to 
house college students study-
ing tech, manufacturing, and 
engineering programs in the 
dorms. 

Industry City nixes dorms — and now locals 
demand it scrap hotels plans as well 

SUNSET PARK REIMAGINED: Industry City’s leadership has big plans for 
the site — but they no longer include college dormitories. Some locals 
would also like them to nix hotels, which they say will eat up valuable 
industrial space. Industry City

QUARTERS BACK

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com
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Supported by: 
NEW YORK 
COMMUNITY BANK

Queens County Savings Bank Division 

To enter go to gaycitynews.nyc/kathy 

Win a VIP Package* to see Kathy Griffin Live

Enter for your chance to see 

Kathy Griffin Live 
in Brooklyn or Queens

KATHY GRIFFIN
BOROUGHING THROUGH

Kupferberg Center
for the Arts

at Queens College

Saturday, April 9
at 8 pm

KupferbergCenter.org
718-793-8080

Brooklyn Center 
for the

Performing Arts

Sunday, April 10
at 6 pm

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

*  Vip package include - 2 premium orchestra seats and a copy  
of Kathy Griffens book, “A Memoir According to Kathy Griffin.”  
Contest entrants subject to Contest Rules & Conditions.  
For More information, visit gaycitynews.nyc/win

*VIP package includes - 2 premium orchestra seats and a copy 
of Kathy Griffi  n’s book, “A Memoir According to Kathy Griffi  n.” 
Contest entrants subject to Contest Rules & Conditions. 
For more information, visit gaycitynews.nyc/win
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sale, and to cause mental anguish and 
harm to Deitsch.”

The suit specifi cally singles out the 
daughter of a late Holocaust survivor, 
who recently fi led a wrongful death 
suit claiming her dad died after the 
residence barred him from bringing 
his oxygen tank into the home and he 
had to leave. 

Deitsch’s suit calls the claim “out-
rageously false and baseless,” but her 
lawyer maintains the eviction contrib-
uted to his demise.

“This guy, who was a Holocaust 
survivor, had to choose between go-
ing home and breathing,” said lawyer 
John O’Hara, who also represented 
the family of  the late “Kung Fu” Judge 
John Phillips after he died at the fa-
cility , and has seven other wrongful 
death actions pending against Deitsch. 
“He perished because he was sad — he 
died of a broken heart.” 

The high-profi le court battles 
have been going on since Deitsch an-
nounced he was closing the home in 
March 2014 due to fi nancial hardship 
and gave his 120-odd residents 90 days 
to leave — though this paper  later re-
vealed  he had inked a multi-million-
dollar deal to sell the building months 
earlier.

Most of the seniors did leave, but a 
handful refused to go, and their fami-
lies sued Deitsch and the state — which 

rubber-stamped the scheme — claim-
ing they weren’t given enough time or 
assistance to relocate their frail rela-
tives.

The court  ordered him to keep the 
place up and running for the holdouts , 
but the case became mired in sideshow 
battles after the residents claimed De-
itsch  was trying to force them out  by 
hiking their rent and cutting ameni-
ties — depriving them of  air-condition-
ing during the summer heat  and  serv-
ing up moldy food  — and he and the 
state  then refused to pay for a court-
mandated temporary caretaker to step 
in . 

But Deitsch’s lawsuit claims he is 
the real victim, and the stubborn fam-
ily members should pay for ruining his 
big pay day and slamming him with 
“false and derogatory” allegations in 
the court room and the media. 

Deitsch’s name certainly has taken 
a beating —  Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope) publicly called him 
“evil”  while  the judge ripped into him  
for crying poor when he secretly stood 
to make millions.

An attorney for the surviving ten-
ants’ relatives says the claims in the 
suit are completely false, and the de-
fendants’ rep will issue a response by 
April 15.

“We believe it is meritless,” said 
lawyer Jason Johnson. “The fact of 
the matter is, there is no basis for any-
thing he has in there.”

Deitsch’s attorney did not return a 
request for comment.

Continued from cover

LAWSUIT

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

SHE SNORES MORE
 THAN I DO, BUT I STILL 
LOVE MY HUMAN.

— BANDIT
   adopted 11-26-09
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Brooklyn Locations
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169 Smith Street
2047 86th Street

1900 Ralph Avenue

DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 
apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.

2.36% APY*

5 Year IRA CD

1.85% APY*

5 Year CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover

ADVERTORIAL

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
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• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
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���Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
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Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
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�������
���
	�����������
�����������
• Home Health Aid
���!"�#�$%���
�
��
����'���
����
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• Experienced instructors
��,
���������	����
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54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

An individual retirement 
account, or IRA, is a type of 
account men and women who 
meet certain eligibility re-
quirements can open to save 
money for their retirement.

Unlike a 401(k), a type of 
retirement account that is 
provided by an employer, an 
IRA must be opened by an in-
dividual.

Another difference be-
tween a 401(k) and an IRA 
is that men and women can 
withdraw money from their 
IRAs before they reach re-
tirement age to pay medi-

cal expenses without incur-
ring the penalties that apply 
when 401(k) account hold-
ers prematurely withdraw 
money from these accounts. 
One similarity between 
401(k) accounts and tradi-
tional IRAs concerns taxa-
tion. Account holders of both 
types of accounts do not pay 
taxes on their contributions 
to those accounts until they 
begin to withdraw money 
in retirement (prematurely 
withdrawing money from a 
401(k) will incur taxes and 
fees). But men and women 
who open a Roth IRA pay 
their taxes up front, mean-

ing they won’t be paying 
taxes down the road when 
they withdraw money in re-
tirement.

Each type of IRA comes 
with its own set of rules and 
restrictions, including con-
tribution limits and eligibil-
ity requirements based on 
earned income.

In addition, men and 
women with a traditional 
IRA must begin to withdraw 
their money by the time 
they reach age 70.5, while 
those with a Roth IRA can 
leave their money in their 
accounts as long as they 
please. 

Did You Know?
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DOWNTOWN

Pulitzer in the making
Borough President Adams cel-

ebrated Brooklyn’s youngest pub-
lished author, 9-year-old Anaya 

Lee-Willabus, last month, as part 
of his Black History Month cele-
bration.

The beep hailed the legacy of the 
borough’s African-American commu-
nity leaders and said, “This Black His-
tory Month, in Brooklyn and beyond, 
let us refl ect on all those that have 
carved the path toward progress that 
we walk today.”

Adams added it was most impor-
tant to renew our commitment to sup-
port the next generation of would-be 
leaders.

“They seek to climb the mountains 
we have yet to ascend,” he said. 

Anaya’s book, “The Day Mohan 
Found his Confi dence,”  is the fi rst 
book by the prolifi c Mill Basin girl, 
and tells the tale of Mohan and the 
many challenges he faces at home, as 
well as school. Mohan discovers that 
having family and friends that believe 
in him, and making the effort to do his 
best, can result in accomplishing the 
unexpected.

Other honorees included actor 
and activist Jamie Hector of Crown 
Heights, and keynote speaker Colvin 

W. Grannum, president and chief ex-
ecutive offi cer of Bedford-Stuyvesant 

Restoration Corporation.

Brooklyn Borough Hall [209 Jora-
lemon St. at Court Street in Downtown,  
(718) 802–3700].

FORT GREENE

Tax help
The Accounting Society at 

Long Island University Brooklyn 
is hosting its annual participation 
in the Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance Program. The tax preparation 
program will be offered on Fridays 
on March 18, and 25; April 1, 8, and 
15; and on Saturdays on March 19 and 
26; and April 2 and 9 — from 10  am 
to 3 pm.

The program is available for those 
with annual incomes of $51,000 or less, 
and is offered in Vietnamese, Manda-
rin, Hindi, Russian, Bengali, Urdu, 
and other languages.

Students assist taxpayers in pre-
paring federal returns: 1040EZ, 
1040A, 1040 (Schedules A and B), and 
forms 2441 and 8863. State returns 
that can be prepared include IT 200 
and IT 201. Taxpayers must bring 
valid photo ID, Social Security cards 
for themselves and any dependents, 
and all records from 2015, includ-
ing W-2 and 1099 forms. They should 
also bring copies of last year’s tax re-
turns, if possible. 

To request an appointment call 
(718) 780–4062 or email bkln-account-
ingsoc@liu.edu.

Long Island University [1 Univer-
sity Plaza in Fort Greene, (718) 488–
1000].

BAY RIDGE

It’s a Genesis beginning
Standing O sends kudos to all the 

students in the Genesis program at 
Xaverian Middle School that par-
ticipated at the New York City Na-

tional History Day competition. 
The students presented their proj-
ects that drew connections from the 
National History Day themes of ex-
ploration, encounter, exchange to 
their independent research projects 
at the Museum of the City of New 
York.

Seventh-graders included: Dan-

iela Benitez, Faith-Ann Cusack-

McPartlin, Juliana D’Onofrio, 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

MIDWOOD

Roll out the crash cart, the 
Emergency Room Department at 
New York Community Hospi-

tal is sporting a brand-new look. 
After a very long year of meticu-
lously planned moves and changes, 
the fi rst-fl oor renovations are com-
plete.

President and chief executive 
offi cer Barry Stern, along with 
members of EMS, Hatzolah and 
private ambulance companies, 
snipped the ribbon on the ambu-
lance triage area at the unveiling 
on March 10.

Hospital bigs discussed the ex-
pedited triage process that will re-
duce both ambulance triage time 
and patient wait time at the state-
of-the-art department. The renova-
tion increases the capacity of the 
acute treatment area and provides 

an open, modern environment for 
the doctors and staff. 

Physician Annada Das, the di-
rector of the emergency room de-
partment, said, “We are poised to 
become the best Emergency Depart-
ment in Brooklyn!” 

The healing facility is already 
in the top tier amongst Brooklyn 
Hospital, when it comes to the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services; MS Patient Satisfaction 
Surveys of the Hospital Consumer 
Assessment of Healthcare Provid-
ers and Systems. 

Crains recently reported that 
New York Hospital had the best pa-
tient safety in the Hospital Acquired 
Condition scores in the whole city. 

Congrats, New York Community 
Hospital — here’s a shout-out!

New York Community Hospital 
[2525 Kings Hwy. at E. 26th Street in 
Midwood, (718) 692–5300].

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Oh, happy day!
Wedding bells chimed for 

Frances Rose Avvento. The bor-
ough daughter wed the man of 
her dreams — Aaron Rella — 
and sealed the deal with a kiss 
on March 5 at St. Mark’s Ro-

man Catholic Church in Sheep-
shead Bay, in front of family and 
friends.  

The happy couple scooted off 
to a rollicking reception at the 
Park Savoy Estate in Florham 
Park, New Jersey, and danced 
the night away with thrilled par-
ents, Frank and Camille Av-

vento, and Amelia and Eugene 

Rella. 
The newlyweds are honey-

mooning by the light of the sil-
very moon in Hawaii, and then 
plan on setting up digs on Staten 
Island, where they will share 
many, many years of wedded 
bliss together. 

Standing O wishes Frances 
and Aaron a long and happy life, 
and offers this Italian toast, “May 
your years together be like a loaf 
of Italian bread, long and full of 
dough.”

SNIP, SNIP, HOORAY: Center, Barry Stern, president and chief executive offi cer, holds 
the ribbon for George Weinberger, chairman, as he snips the tape to celebrate the 
newly renovated emergency room at New York Community Hospital. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Hospital renovations complete

A Pulitzer-winner in the making

Lacey Rose Delucia, Alexander 

Eriquez, Catherine Kindschuh, 

Jacob Goell, Jacqliene Mangini, 

Kristina Markovinovic, Michael 

Palumbo, James Poss, Antonietta 

Raymond, Teresa Spieler, and Ga-

brielle Venegas.

Eighth-graders included: Vanessa 

Minniti, Matthew Hayes,  Eliza-

beth Lambrakis, Alessandra Pri-

ante,  Daniele Priante, Maria Ro-

tolo, and Emma Seitz.

Eight projects placed in the top 
three in their categories, recog-
nized by an expert panel of judges 
for their outstanding research and 
projects. First- and second-place 
winners will represent New York 
City at the New York State competi-
tion in Cooperstown, NY, on April 
18. Those include first-place Kind-
schuh and Mangini; second-place 
for Palumbo, and Spieler; and third-
place for Hayes.

Standing O wishes all the winners 
good luck on April 18. 

Xaverian Middle School [7100 Shore 
Rd. and 71st Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–7100].
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JUMPLINE

crew of honky-tonk musicians, 
artists, mobsters, boozers, 
nuns, longshoremen, and self-
professed kooks at Sunny’s Bar, 
his family-owned watering hole 
on an abandoned strip of Con-
over Street by the river and a 
knot of railroad tracks leading 
to Siberia.

Balzano’s death eclipsed the 
neighborhood, said friends.

“I’m going to miss not seeing 
Sunny walking around,” said 
Red Hook artist David Gonza-
lez, who grew up with Balzano’s 
niece. “He was the friendliest 
guy with the loveliest person-
ality, and when you talked to 
him you just wanted to embrace 
him.”

His departure left a void, 
added another pal.

“A lot of people will miss 
Sunny, he was a real character,” 
said John Heyer, who knew him 
for 40 years. “I felt bad when I 
heard he had died.”

Balzano was born in a brick 
apartment next to Sunny’s, 
which his great-grandfather 
opened in 1890. An uncle took 
over and renamed it John’s Res-
taurant and Bar back in the 
day when Brooklyn was still a 
shipping crossroads, the chan-
nel buoy rang offshore, and 

packs of wild dogs and brawlers 
roamed the streets.

“You almost had to fi ght 
to survive,” Balzano  told this 
newspaper in 2011 , relaying 
how he thwarted street thugs 
in the 1940s only to battle gun-
slinging bar robbers four de-
cades later.

The former Air Force ser-
viceman traveled across the 
country and to India, where he 
worshipped at the feet of a guru, 
to fulfi ll his wanderlust. He re-
turned home to help with the 
family business and took over 
after his uncle’s death. Balzano 
transformed the languishing 
spot into a popular night club 
for a new and energetic fringe-
arts community that was im-
mediately drawn to the exciting 
grand-daddy of trail-blazing 
beatniks.

“Going into Sunny’s was 
like being let in on a secret,” 
said cartoonist and Courier 
arts editor Bill Roundy. “It was 
like going into his living room 
and being welcomed like part of 
a club.”

Roundy  immortalized the 
tap room  in his Bar Scrawl 
cartoon column, “Let the good 
times roll again at Sunny’s,” 
when it re-opened after Hurri-
cane Sandy, calling it “a desti-
nation bar.”

Balzano, a renaissance man 
who could have lived anywhere 

in the world, chose to stay in the 
neighborhood of his birth and 
sleep in the room where he was 
born until his death, but he will 
be best remembered for making 
Sunny’s an enduring Brook-
lyn symbol that Tim Sultan 
explains in his book “Sunny’s 
Nights: Lost and Found at a Bar 
on the Edge of the World.”

“Imagine that Alice had 
walked into a bar instead of 
falling down the rabbit hole,” 
Sultan writes.

Sunny Balzano is buried at 
St. Charles Cemetery-Pinelawn, 
N.Y.

Continued from cover

SUNNY

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.

HAPPY TRAILS: Sunny Balzano, the 
legendary owner of Sunny’s Bar, was 
the grandfather of Red Hook with 
the coolest story of all. 
 File photo by Tom Callan

and other vegetation in the 
wider and taller medians 
and install benches at some 
intersections. The depart-
ment will be in charge of 
maintenance and has put 
aside money to thwart sub-
way-riding rats from creep-
ing up from the subway line 
beneath the street, accord-
ing to an agency spokes-
man.

The city expects to com-
plete fi nal designs for the 
avenue between Eighth and 
18th streets and 33rd and 
52nd streets by this fall and 

to begin construction next 
spring. After that, the city 
hopes to roll out the plan 
all the way from Atlantic 
Avenue to 65th Street.

Giordano admitted that 
Fourth Avenue could use 
a new look, but said the 
city should rethink its ap-
proach if traffi c stays the 
way it is there.

“Sure, we would love 
to have something beauti-
ful here, but you see how 
the traffi c is — it’s not con-
ducive to that,” said Gior-
dano. “I wonder if any of 
them have stood — let alone 
sat — on the median to see 
what it would be like to sit 
in the middle there.”

GOING TO GOOD USE: These unsurprisingly empty benches on 
Flatbush Avenue Extension are not completely useless — just be-
fore this photo was snapped, a woman put her foot on it to tie her 
shoe, before walking off.  Community News Group / Dennis Lynch 

Continued from page 2 

MEDIAN
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

DON’T GIVE UP
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/18/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#3640

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

14k miles, Stk#15152

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000

$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995 $19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
YOUR TAX REFUND!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/18/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995
‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$33,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$28,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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TRADITION’S NEW HOME
Call 800.745.3000 OR visit islanders.nhl.com to 

purchase tickets to the next New York Islanders game!

ISL ANDERS 
FAN OF THE WEEK

Get spotted in your NY Islanders gear by our photographers, 
 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Steve Perry, 
Bay Ridge

“I’m originally from Long Island!”
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— in addition to stealing space from 
cars — are a city-sanctioned loophole 
for businesses who want the benefi ts of 
a sidewalk cafe without going through 
the onerous public review process.

“It’s unfair to the people who have 
applied for sidewalk cafe permits,” 
said board member Daniel Kummer.

With the okay, the city will now 
begin developing a custom design for 
the fi xture through a community feed-
back-gathering process before install-

ing the seats in April or May. 
The city will appear before the 

Community Board after the seats’ 
fi rst season on Fifth Avenue to gather 
feedback on the project’s launch, and 
will only re-up the fi xture if the com-
munity once again gives it a thumbs-
up, said transportation committee co-
chairman Thomas Miskel. 

The so-called “ Street Seats ,” were a 
popular addition to  Downtown in 2014  
when they were placed on less car-
friendly areas including little-used 
Lawrence Street, on a space where 
parking was only legal during limited 
hours during the week.

Continued from page 2 

SEATING

Harbor,” said spokesman Anthony 
Hogrebe.

The Ikea ferry cost is free on 
weekends, but cost $5 per trip on 
weekdays when it runs every 45 
minutes between 2:30 pm and 7:20 

pm. Riders with a receipt for $10 of 
goods from Ikea also ride free at all 
times.

The new city ferry service will 
include a stop in Red Hook. Officials 
still haven’t announced where that 
stop will be, but have previously 
said that Erie Basin — where the 
Ikea ferry runs from — is one pos-
sibility.

Continued from page 7 

WATER TAXI

150 to 200 days to 100 days would cut 
the city’s inmate population by 1,000 
people.  

 Council speaker Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito has now formed a commission  
to study strategies to reduce Rikers’ 
population, which will look at the im-

pact of these reforms, in addition to 
supervised release, raising the age 
of criminal responsibility, and using 
community justice centers instead of 
courts. 

The year-long study will need to 
work out a way to prune Rikers’ resi-
dents down to at least 5,000 to make 
closure a reality, according to Coun-
cilman Brad Lander (D–Park Slope), 
who is sitting on the panel.

Continued from page 3 

RIKERS

able to do in Brooklyn.
“Thinking about being in Brook-

lyn, if it’s in a high-density neigh-
borhood that could work,” he said. 

High-density, and forward think-
ing — Councilman Brad Lander (D–
Park Slope) is  trying to pass a bill 
that would charge 10 cents for every 
plastic bag needed to get your gro-
ceries home .

Metz, who also has grants from 
a business competition and an in-
vestor to help fund the store, has to 
raise $12,000 by April 1 to meet her 
Kickstarter goal. And she is opti-
mistic the crowdfunding campaign 

will get Brooklynites talking about 
going waste-free.

“It’s about getting the conver-
sation going,” she said, “I really 
do hope a wide range of people em-
brace it.”

It wouldn’t be the first store in 
Brooklyn to offer food and other 
goodies by the pound. Sahadi’s 
on Atlantic Avenue in Brooklyn 
Heights, as well as Perelandra on 
Remsen Street, have been success-
fully serving it up that way for 
years.

And Metz — who was mentored 
by one of the Sahadi’s owners — has 
noticed.

“Sahadi’s has been a very suc-
cessful business for decades, espe-
cially in bulk foods,” said Metz.

Continued from page 6 

PACKAGE FREE

The source for news 
in your neighborhood:
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Public seating along accident-

prone, fume-choked Fourth Avenue 

is a recipe for disaster and akin to 

hanging out in a garage with the 

motor running, charged area resi-

dents, slamming a city proposal to 

prettify the road of horrors with 

benches and greenery (“Sunset 

Parkers: Plan to stick parks on 

Fourth Ave. medians is a few sand-

wiches short of a picnic,” by Den-

nis Lynch, online March 15).

The Department of Transporta-

tion plans to expand lane dividers 

and give them curb appeal, despite 

an uptick in collisions along the 

infamous stretch between 17th and 

65th streets, with 200 reported in 

2014. The agency has even set aside 

funds to deal with tidbit-seeking 

rats scampering up from the sub-

way, said a department spokes-

man.

The commentariat drove the 

topic online:

When the bridge was built Fourth 
Avenue was widened, narrowing the 
sidewalks and cutting down lovely, 
full-grown trees in the process. There 
are some blocks where the sidewalk 
is dangerously narrow. 

I am thinking in particular of 
the south-east corner of 43rd or 44th 
streets where the sidewalk is about 
four feet wide and sloped. If they 
want to permanently narrow the av-
enue why not restore the sidewalks to 
their original width? 

 Me from Bay Ridge 

Wait, [Renee] Giordano is 
against trees and beauty? I’m hon-
estly trying to understand where 
she is coming from. There are 
plenty of other places in the city 
where this works just fine. Who 
would argue for concrete instead of 
trees and benches? 

 Gerald from Brooklyn 

This woman needs to go see Broad-
way on the Upper West Side. There 
are similar improvements on the 
medians there, and people use them. 
It’s not like Fourth Avenue gets more 
traffi c than Broadway. 
 Mike from Slope 

So what they’re saying is that 

cars move too fast, there’s too much 
pollution, and too much noise. Guess 
what? Trees and a wider median will 
help with all of that. 
 Bklyn’er from Bklyn 

“Wait... Giordano is against trees 
and beauty?” Maybe she knows that 
these malls will become garbage col-
lectors, given the general dirty condi-
tions in Sunset Park. 
 Me from Bay Ridge 

Can we turn the space allocated 
to the expanded medians into bike 
lanes? Rob from N.Y. 

Who wants to sit in the middle 
of four lanes of traffi c, breathing 
in pollution? No one, but the cure is 
simple. Ban automobiles, and sud-
denly, the thought of spending some 
time hanging out on the median is 
appealing. Trollerskates 

 from Moving Target 

This seems like a good idea. It will 
calm traffi c and give people a nice 
place to sit. There is nothing wrong 
with making our surroundings beau-
tiful and friendlier for pedestrians.
 tw from Sunset Park 

Why would a member of a Busi-
ness Improvement District be against 
improving the business district? This 
is dereliction of duty! What on earth 
is the B.I.D. for? Bklyn’er

 from Bklyn 

Fourth Avenue in Sunset Park 
is not mainly a business (shopping) 
street. It is mostly residential with 
some of what would be considered 
service businesses and bodegas, plus 
many churches. Widen the sidewalks!
 Me from Bay Ridge 

There should be bike racks too. 
 ty from pps 

I have a solution: Walls. Steel rein-
forced, six-foot-high walls surround-
ing the medians. This will surely cut 
down on safety and pollution issues, 
creating a secure environment for 
these picnickers. I would also suggest 
that these barriers include roofi ng 
for rainy days with a crank so that 
the picnickers can decide for them-
selves whether they want the roofi ng 
“up” or “down.” 

I hope you’re ready for the best 
part: Artifi cial trees inside the me-
dians. This way we shall cut down 
on watering costs and not have to 
worry about rats coming up through 
the subway vents. Why? Because the 

air vents will be built into the sides 
of walls, as the fl oors will be con-
crete and then painted green to re-
semble fresh grass. The outsides of 
these barriers shall be painted by lo-
cal artists in the spirit of the people 
who have been killed there over the 
years. John Wassermsan 

 from Prospect Heights 

Put elevators in the 36th and 59th 
street stations. Bet more people in 
area would vote for that! And widen 
the sidewalks. There are some dan-
gerous, narrow, sloped stretches in 
the high-50s too. Me 

 from Bay Ridge 

I’m well familiar with Fourth 
Avenue, lived off it for years, and 
saw many people struck by cars and 
trucks out my window. It’s impres-
sive to watch a human body thrown 
20-30 feet down the road from the 
force of impact. 

Lots of kids in the nabe, little pa-
rental supervision. Now put a big at-
tractive thing in an otherwise barren 
area right in the middle of the street! 
Okay, so someone at the city plan-
ning offi ce really, really hates Sun-
set Park. How else to explain such a 
frankly malevolent action?
 K. from ArKady

“But the Department of Trans-
portation refused to respond to the 
residents’ traffi c and air quality 
concerns.” Huh? That’s literally ex-
actly what they’re doing. They’re ad-
dressing traffi c safety concerns by 
widening the median and narrow-
ing the roadway. They’re addressing 
air quality concerns by adding trees 
and plant-life. This article makes no 
sense. Seth R from Bed-Stuy 

I cross Fourth Avenue every 
day to catch the train. I didn’t even 
know the Department of Transpor-
tation was going to do this, but I 
cannot lie, I absolutely am excited 
for this. Anything, simply any-
thing, that signals to drivers “hey, 
this is a neighborhood, this is not 
a speedway” has my support. And 
it’s free money if the Department 
of Transportation is paying for it 
so I cannot possibly fathom how 
or why anybody could oppose this, 
other than people who wish to speed 
along Fourth Avenue. 

Like seriously, kids aren’t going 
to confuse it for a playground. But 
right now, you could easily confuse 
Fourth Avenue for an expressway. 
Bring on planters, raised medians, 
trees (real or fake), shade, bulbs, 

physical barriers that forces cars 
to take turns slower. 

 NattyB from South Slope 

Charter funds
To the editor,

I believe that every child deserves 
a school where they can sit next to 
students from a range of cultural 
and economic backgrounds. To that 
end, our Brooklyn Prospect Char-
ter School was founded on three core 
ideas: the knowledge that great teach-
ers make a great school, a belief in 
teaching students to think globally, 
and the understanding that we can 
and should use public school choice 
to integrate public schools. 

Yet in order to continue to live 
out that mission, and offer seats to 
the many students on our wait-lists, 
our school must be provided with the 
basic resources we need to continue 
to operate. But since 2010 funding 
for traditional public schools has in-
creased by $2,113 per student, while 
funding to the city’s public charters 
has increased only by $350 per stu-
dent. 

Put another way funding for tradi-
tional public schools has gone up six 
times faster than funding for char-
ters.

A lack of equal funding hurts our 
ability to attract and retain quality 
teachers. When the Department of 
Education gives public school teach-
ers a raise, we need to give our teach-
ers a raise in order to stay competi-
tive. 

A great school also needs quality 
programming, strong arts programs, 
a Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics program, athletics, 
and after-school activities. 

But without equal resources char-
ters will continue to struggle to offer 
important enrichment that other stu-
dents take for granted. 

As a public school we deserve to 
receive the same funding as every 
other public school in the state —  
nothing more, nothing less.

Thanks to the leadership of Gov. 
Cuomo this opportunity is in reach. 
The governor’s proposal to unfreeze 
the charter school funding formula 
would allow charter school funding 
to rise alongside traditional public 
school funding. The parents, educa-
tors, and students at Brooklyn Pros-
pect are now looking to the Legisla-
ture to act. Dan Rubinstein

The writer is executive director of 
the Brooklyn Prospect Charter School 

in Windsor Terrace, and a founding 
member of the National Coalition of 

Diverse Charter Schools.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Peturb appeal! Locals slam 4th Ave. median makeover
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For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

1 New money only. APY effective March 2, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees 
and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. 
Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Flushing Bank 
is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

24-Month CD

1.30%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

12-Month CD

1.05%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

e are living in an age 
of rapid technologi-
cal innovation. How to 

properly utilize some of these 
new tools is one of the greatest 
challenges we face. Clearly, 
much of these advances have 
enhanced our ability to com-
municate, our quality of lives, 
our productivity.

But like all good things, we 
must learn to moderate our 
use of technology, lest it be-
come an addiction or a crutch 
or an excuse to disengage from 
human contact.

At first, I thought Facebook 
was a big time-suck for my 
kids. But rather than oppose 
them, I joined them, and today 
I probably spend more time on 
Facebook than my three teen-
agers combined while they 
moved on to cooler platforms, 
like Snapchat. Meanwhile, I 
utilize Facebook to reconnect 
with old high-school friends 
and occasionally post a cute 
shot of one of our cats with 
some sarcastic political com-
mentary.

New technologies such as 
Netflix and on-demand video 
means we no longer have to 
rush home to watch our favor-
ite television shows. The ABC 

Thursday night lineup is an 
anachronism because I can 
watch those shows just as eas-
ily on a Saturday afternoon. 
Network television only ex-
ists to televise sport events — 
it would be anticlimactic to 
watch the Super Bowl days af-
ter the game.

Smartphones provide the 
world in your front pocket. 
They offer you all your con-
tacts (like the old-fashioned 
Rolodex), your schedule (day 

calendar), maps and direc-
tions (the portable atlas), a 
web browser (encyclopedias 
on steroids), and so much 
more. The smartphone is 
probably the most revolution-
ary invention since Bell first 
called Watson.

Probably the most intrigu-
ing invention is the modern 
global positioning system. I 
have to make a confession: 
I am direction-challenged. I 
can travel the same route doz-
ens of times in a car and I still 
will not be able to tell you the 
route. Below 14th Street in 
Manhattan, a neighborhood I 
called home for half a decade, 
is still a maze of oddly named 
streets and avenues that baffle 
me.

I have always found navi-
gating roads and highways 
a confusing and sometimes 
overwhelming mystery. I re-
call a trip to San Francisco 
two decades ago, well before 
the advent of the digital navi-
gational tools we have today.

I was invited to a party in 
Marin County, just over the 
Golden Gate Bridge. It took me 
more than an hour to find the 
destination because I drove 
back and forth, missing the 

correct turns and getting all 
flustered. By the time I got to 
the party, I was ready to take 
a nap.

And so, today, I am a huge 
fan (and slave to) the digital 
maps and their directions. 
When I drive, I dutifully enter 
the address and let my phone’s 
Siri-like voice dictate my ev-
ery move. I tell myself that 
because of this I don’t have to 
drive carefully and navigate 
at the same time, allowing 
me to focus only on driving 
as carefully and efficiently as 
possible.

But every technological ad-
vance is fraught with its own 
downside.

By overly relying on the 
voice in my car telling me 
where to go, I have sometimes 
been sent to dead ends. Be-
cause I turn my own naviga-
tional brain off, I don’t try to 
question the system’s occa-
sional contradictory direc-
tions. I don’t observe the signs 
on the road that have for de-
cades sufficed for millions of 
drivers.

I have become so addicted 
to the maps, that at times I 
have become panicky when it 
fails or when my phone loses 

power in the middle of my 
journey. How will I get to my 
destination without someone 
telling me where to go?

There are times in life, I be-
lieve, when we like to be told 
exactly what to do. Whether 
it is at work or at home or on 
a team, we all have an urge to 
follow a competent and confi-
dent leader. Especially when 
we feel unsure and vulner-
able.

That’s the way I feel when 
I embark on a long trip. It is 
kind of a metaphor for mov-
ing to a new place or starting a 
new job or switching to a new 
school. You want the comfort 
of a trusted friend or someone 
you respect to give you guid-
ance. That’s the way I view 
those directions.

But it is better to be both a 
leader and a follower at the ap-
propriate time.

So the next time I take a 
long trip, I’ll let Siri give me 
guidance – but I’ll use my own 
head and my own eyes to get 
me to the right place.

Tom Allon is the president 
of City & State, NY and the for-
mer Liberal Party-backed can-
didate for mayor. Reach him at 
tallon@cityandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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Up to 40% of businesses never recover after experiencing a major disaster. Do you have a plan to keep your business 
running if disaster strikes? For a free online tool that helps you develop an emergency plan, visit Ready.gov/business.

 mom just bought a toy for 
her 2-year-old that sig-
nals to pedophiles that 

the girl is ready to be traded 
for sex.

Wait, what?
I’d repeat it, but it still 

wouldn’t make any sense. And 
yet, this modern-day myth 
has gone viral, showing up 
on Headline News, AOL, local 
media, and, of course, it is all 
over Facebook. One mom there 
lamented, “I did not know that 
pedophiles have their own in-
sidious silent language that is 
infiltrating society through 
pretty pink images … which 
signal to other pedophiles the 
child can be traded.”

Do we really live in that 
kind of hell for kids? 

The story — such as it is — 
involves a Florida mom who 
bought a pink plush truck for 
her daughter at a monster truck 
rally down there. Somehow (the 
original WFLA–TV reporter 
never tells us how), the mom 
came to believe that the “heart-
within-a-heart” logo on the toy 
is a code pedophiles use. 

I should mention that the 

“heart-within-a-heart” logo is 
also the logo you see on Good 
Humor ice cream bars. Oh, 
and it is also what you see 
when your barrista has mas-
tered the art of making a heart 
in your cappuccino foam. 

And yet, using a garbled 
mishmash of horror and hys-
teria, the television reporter 
told viewers that because of 
that heart logo, the toy “held 
a sick secret; a disgusting call-

ing card for creeps.” And now, 
“When a pedophile sees chil-
dren with the heart symbol, 
it’s a code meaning that child 
is ready to be traded for sex.”

While presenting zero evi-
dence that the world works 
like this, the reporter then 
interviewed the mom, who 
seemed as distraught as if her 
child had just narrowly es-
caped the clutches of Cropsey. 

“I’m absolutely sick!” she 
cried. “This is pink! This is for 
little girls, especially at a pre-
dominantly male event.”

So does the mom think 
the “male event” deliberately 
stocked up on pink toys that so 
that unwitting parents would 
buy them? And that predators 
would see the symbol, and go, 
“Look! A heart on a toy. This 
mom must be willing to sell 
her child into sex slavery!”? 
And then what? Would she feel 
obligated to trade her kid for 
cash because that’s how the 
system works? 

I can’t stop marveling at 
this “news” story, because it 
shows that we are so obsessed 
with the fear of predators — or 

at least news editors are so ob-
sessed with feeding us these 
stories — that we never even 
stop to say, “Wait, what?” 

For a dose of actual facts, 
I dropped a line to David Fin-
kelhor, head of the Crimes 
Against Children Research 
Center at the University of 
New Hampshire. 

“I can’t reassure you that 
there isn’t some lonely pedo-
phile club somewhere that has 
decided to make a logo,” he 
wrote back. And it is true, in 
trying to find whether there 
was anything, anywhere, that 
could suggest even a scintilla 
of justification for the story, I 
learned there was one lone gov-
ernment file, written about 10 
years ago (and played up in an 
episode of “Law & Order SVU,” 
of course), that suggested pedo-
philes might wear logos that 
indicated their leanings. 

“But,” Finkelhor added, 
“what is certainly true is that 
pedophiles would not simply 
decide to pick a victim based 
on carrying an item with a 
logo. No one should worry 
about the logo being danger-

ous for their kids.”
But that is the problem. 
We are worried all the time 

about this least likely of crimes: 
Stranger-danger. Christie 
Barnes, author of “The Para-
noid Parents Guide,” found that 
the very top worry of parents is 
kidnappings (and number four 
is “dangerous strangers”). This 
fear haunts us even though 
our crime rate is the lowest it 
has been in decades. It haunts 
us even though we know that 
when it comes to crimes against 
children, the vast majority are 
committed not by strangers, 
but by trusted adults.

When stories like this fan 
the flames of predator panic, 
we get a population ever more 
obsessed with sex offenders, 
ever more demanding of po-
lice protection, and ever more 
convinced that their kids are 
in constant danger, even from 
a plush toy. 

Here’s the real news: 
They’re not.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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By Julianne Cuba

He wrote the sounds of silence.
The cacophony of Coney 

Island’s Boardwalk — the roar 
of the Cyclone and crashing of the waves 
— takes center stage in the new lav-
ishly illustrated children’s book “The 
Sound of All Things.” The book’s author, 
who will appear at the Brooklyn Public 
Library on March 19, based the story on 
his memories of growing up with a deaf 
mother and father in 1930s Brooklyn.

“Write about what you know maybe 
is true,” said Myron Uhlberg, now 82. 
“On self-examination, what I did know 
is growing up with two deaf parents 
in Brooklyn. Of course I have to write 
about Brooklyn because that’s what I 
knew.” 

“The Sound of All Things” — 
Uhlberg’s seventh published book — 
focuses on a typical weekend from his 
childhood, spent on Coney Island with 
his parents. During these expeditions, 
Uhlberg’s father would ask him to trans-
late the sound of the Boardwalk, to 

“explain what things sound like, things 
he could never hear,” he remembered.

The book’s focus on noise made cre-
ating the images a difficult task, said the 
book’s illustrator. 

“Given that it’s a book about sound, it 
was a challenge to try to figure out ways 
to use visual stimulants in the painting 

to show sound,” said Ted Papoulas, a 
former Brooklynite who now lives in 
New Jersey. 

Papoulas researched old photos of 
Brooklyn streets and of the Boardwalk 
in order to create his paintings of Coney 
Island in the 1930s. Papoulas said that it 
required a careful process of “thinking 

of each page and what had to be depict-
ed, and adding details and textures to it 
to make the scene come to life.”  

Uhlberg — who now lives in 
California — and Papoulas will meet 
for the first time at the Brooklyn Public 
Library even. During the book’s publi-
cation process, they communicated by 
e-mail and phone. 

While he is in Brooklyn, Uhlberg 
plans to head back to Coney Island and 
chow down on some Nathan’s hot dogs 
on the Boardwalk. He is also excited to 
share the Brooklyn he grew up in with 
readers, because so much of that world 
has changed, he said. 

“The book is my Christmas present, 
or birthday present, to the Brooklyn that 
I once lived, and I remember, and will 
never forget,” he said. 

“The Sound of All Things” at the 
Brooklyn Central Library Dweck Center 
[10 Grand Army Plaza between Flatbush 
Avenue and Eastern Parkway in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100, www.bklynli-
brary.org]. March 19 at 1 pm. Free. 

Kids’ book captures a quiet Coney Island 

Above the Boardwalk: “The Sound of All 
Things” is Brooklyn-born author Myron 
Uhlberg’s new children’s book about growing 
up in 1930s Brooklyn as a translator for his 
deaf parents. Ted Papoulas.

Silent riding

Scene on the street: Illustrator Ted Papoulas researched photos of 1930s Brooklyn for “The Sound of All 
Things,” a childrens’ book launching at the Brooklyn Public Library on March 19. Ted Papoulas
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By Allegra Hobbs

There is no one pulling the 
strings.

A Boerum Hill orchestral 
music festival will spotlight the out-
of-this-world arrangements of modern 
string orchestra wizards, featuring 
compositions that use spoken word, 
video, and electronic elements. But 
the three-day “String Theories” fest 
will kick off on March 22 with an 
eerie, drone-like 1980s-era piece with 
no conductor, which the show’s artis-
tic director says is a perfectly out-
there place to start.

“At that time, it was a radical 
departure from what had come 
before,” said Eli Spindel, the founder 
of the String Orchestra of Brooklyn, 
who chose John Cage’s “Twenty-
Three” to begin the group’s festival. 
“I thought it was an interesting way 
to kick it off and pay homage to what 
used to be avant-garde.”

The 23-minute, 23-instrument 
piece is an abstract, loosely composed 
arrangement of shifting tones, with 
a metronome to keep the time and 
musicians who choose when to start 
and stop playing, making each per-
formance unique. Spindel’s interpre-
tation places the orchestra in a circle 
around the audience — a 360-degree 
approach meant to surround listeners 
with the spooky tones. 

“It has a massive sound that rises 
and falls and gets louder and softer 
very gently and imperceptibly,” said 

Spindel. “It makes sense to surround 
the audience with the sound.”

The festival’s second day will fea-
ture two world premieres: a piece 
by composer Taylor Brook called 
“Tarantism” — a cacophony of crash-
ing rhythms featuring a baritone per-
former reading a 16th-century text 
about curing tarantula bites through 
music and dance — and “Cipher,” a 
composition by Alexandra Gardner 
accompanied by electronic sounds 
that overlap with the string music.

All of the works in the festi-
val speak to the exciting, still-unex-

plored musical territory out there 
for orchestral compositions, said 
Spindel. The contemporary works 
often draw from a smorgasbord of 
modern influences.

“People are still exploring that ter-
rain,” he said. “You get a mix of pop, 
rock, and jazz influences — there are 
a lot of genres crashing together.”

“String Theories” at Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–0363, www.
roulette.org]. March 22–24 at 8 pm. 
$20 each night ($15 students and 
seniors). 

By Dennis Lynch

It is a battle of the baristas!
New York’s best coffee art cre-

ators are foaming at the mouth to 
compete in a no-holds barred latte 
art competition at the Coffee and Tea 
Festival New York City in Greenpoint 
on March 19. The 32 competitors will 
use milk and espresso to form flow-
ers, portraits, and artsy swirls in their 
cups, despite a series of challenges 
designed to give them the jitters, a 
competition organizer said.

“The size of the cups might change 
for example, or you will have to pour 
a latte from several feet up into a cup 
on the ground, so you have to be ver-
satile,” said Shaak Shatursun, of Cafe 
Grumpy, the sponsor of the event.

The roughly 90-minute competi-
tion will have multiple one-on-one 
rounds, narrowing down the coffee 
field to a final emperor of espresso. 
The hot pouring action will be pro-
jected onto a large screen, so audience 
members can get a close look at the 
results at the same time as the judges. 

The competition’s three judges 
will score the competitors based on 
creativity and on the technical aspects 
of their work, including how crisply 
their foamed milk contrasts with the 
espresso, Shatursun said.

Winning the competition has its 
perks — first place prize is $500, and 
second place is a trove of caffeine-
loaded goods from festival vendors.

One competitor, a manager at Cafe 
Grumpy’s Grand Central Terminal 
location, said he will roast the compe-
tition with his consistency.

“I’ve been working on making it 
really symmetrical and adding a lot 
of layers — it’s not really something 
specifically fancy, just working on the 
perfect tulip,” said Alex Kim.

The foam feud is part of a two-day 
festival of caffeinated beverages, with 
demonstrations, seminars, and tast-
ings from more than 60 vendors.

Those who watch the latte throw-
down can keep up their coffee con-
sumption by slurping down the works 
of art once they have been judged, 

Shatursen said.
“We hate to throw them out, so if 

anyone wants to drink them they are 
up for grabs,” he said.

The Coffee and Tea Festival New 
York City’s Latte Art Throwdown at 
Brooklyn Expo Center [72 Noble St. 
at Franklin Street in Greenpoint, (631) 
940–7290, www.coffeeandteafestival.
com/nyc]. March 19 at 1 pm. $25. 
Festival lasts March 19–20, noon–6 
pm. 

By Adam Ullian

Here, the comedy is 
front, but maybe 
not center.

The Front Room weekly 
comedy show, located in the 
front room of the Knitting 
Factory, has unique chal-
lenges. With a stage near the 
room’s entrance, the jokes 
are peppered with interrup-
tions from new arrivals., 
music seeps in from the 
back room, and noise from 
a busy street scene filters 
through the front windows. 
But the Wednesday night 
show, hosted by one of four 
comics on a rotating basis, 
thrives on the energy creat-
ed by the boisterous crowd.

We spoke with co-host 
Anthony DeVito about 
the show’s appeal and his 
favorite moments dealing 
with the audience.

How does the venue 
affect the show?

It has an “anything can 
happen” vibe. When I’ve 
been on stage, pretty rou-
tinely, an ambulance or cop 
car will go by — something 
loud and immediate will 
happen. And there’s always 
a band playing in the back 
room, so that’s happening. 
There’s a lot of activity in 
the room itself, which is 
good because you have to 
be in the moment, which 
I think makes for a more 
lively show.  

Does the audience 
appreciate that element?

I think they do. I think 
there’s more to it than being 
told jokes, one after the 
other. Those things seem 
to get the biggest laughs, 
when the [distractions] hap-
pen, and then comics play 

off of those moments. I 
think the comics also feel 
that they’re a part of it too, 
so I think they get a lot of 
enjoyment out of it. 

Have there been any 
celebrity drop-ins? 

There was one where I 
was hosting. I was looking 
over the crowd at the back 
and halfway through my 
set I realized that Rawls 
[played by actor John 
Doman] from “The Wire” 
was there. I was like “Holy 
s---, that’s crazy!” And then 
it became a thing where 
after every joke I told I 
would look back at him to 
see what his reaction was, 
and he laughed. 

How have comics dealt 
with disruptive audience 
members?

There was a woman who 
was just talking and talking. 
It was getting louder and 
louder as Rob Cantrell was 
closing out the show. It got 
to a point where it was so 
loud that it was hard to focus 
on Rob because of her, and 
during his last minute or 
so, he finally addressed it. 
All of the chairs in the front 
were empty so he stepped 
on each chair leading to this 
woman in the back until he 
was pretty much screaming 
his jokes at her to make 
sure she would listen. It was 
impressive because she had 
no clue what she was doing 
wrong.

“The Front Room” at 
the Knitting Factory [361 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Havemeyer and N. Fourth 
streets in Williamsburg, (347) 
529–6696], bk.knittingfactory.
com. Wednesdays at 8 pm. 
Free.

At Front Room, comics 
must fight for attention

String festival will start with no conductor

The front man: Anthony DeVito hosts the Front Room Comedy show at 
the Knitting Factory, where comedians must compete with the lively 
street scene outside the windows.  Photo by Jordan Rathkop

String fling: Cellists Adele Mori and Bryan West, as part of the String Orchestra of 
Brooklyn, will take part in a performance conducted solely by a metronome to kick off the 
String Theories festival in Boerum Hill. Tim Whitney

Crowd control

CODA OF CONDUCT

Pour man’s match

Roasting the competition: Cafe Grumpy 
barista and Latte Art Throwdown competi-
tor Alex Kim shows off one of his works. 
 Photo by Louise Wateridge
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$1195 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

Free Delivery

Choice Of Entree

With Au Jus and Mint Jelly

With Mushroom Orzo & Apple Brandy Glaze 

Grilled with Herb Butter

Egg Battered, Sautéed with White Wine, 
Shallots, Lemon, Butter

With Citrus Chive Sauce

White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce

(Entrees Served 
With Potato or Rice and 

Fresh Vegetable)

Choice Of Appetizer

Choice Of Dessert

$4200
Per person

Plus tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
$19.95

Soup or Fruit Plate, Chicken Parmigiana 
or Chicken Nuggets & Fries

Ice Cream, Sherbet or Chocolate Mousse

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCHLUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke every 
Monday and 

Wednesday 8pm. 
Original 

Thursdays 8 pm.

Greenhouse Cafe Presents

EASTER 
SUNDAY DINNER

GreenhouseCafe.com
718 -989 - 8952

Live Music
All Weekend

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$26.95*$16.75 $21.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$31.00*
$29.00
$32.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

HAPPY EASTER! 
We are now accepting reservations for Easter Sunday, March 27th

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

Open 7 days Lunch + Dinner
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Happy Easter
We are now accepting reservations for Easter Sunday

Sunday, March 27th

Join Us!
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Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: “All 
Tomorrow’s Parties” by Rob Spillman 

This memoir is like a mix 
tape, with the music recorded 
off the radio with a bit of 
commercial or static. “All 
Tomorrow’s Parties” opens 
at an underground rave in an 
abandoned subway station, 
then fragments between 
Spillman’s youth in West 
Berlin and Baltimore, 
summers spent with his 
father in Colorado, and 
his early 20s when he 
returned to a newly re-united 
Berlin. Consider it a love letter to youth and to 
finding yourself.

— Jess Pane, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.
com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Steelwork” by Gilbert Sorrentino

Gilbert Sorrentino was a 
brilliant chronicler of local 
voices, and “Steelwork” is 
his ode to the Brooklyn 
tongue. Set between the 
years 1935 and 1951, this 
novel in non-chronological 
snapshots follows the life 
of a Bay Ridge neighbor-
hood and its residents, as 
they slowly atomize in 
the wake of World War 
II and the greed-driv-
en post-war economy. 
Family meals, drunken carousing, 
petty crimes, ball games in the street — all are rendered 
sacred and profane through Sorrentino’s loving, funny, 
and deeply human portraiture.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick:  “Inferno”                      
by Eileen Myles

This autobiographical 
novel chronicles the time 
in Myles’s life when she 
moved to New York City 
and discovered herself, 
both as a lesbian and as 
a poet. It blurs the line 
between memoir and fic-
tion, and uses poetry to 
propel the story forward 
in really unexpected 
ways. The language is 
so gorgeous, I marked 
my copy up with underlines and 
exclamation points all over the darn place.

— Andi Talarico, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrook-
lyn.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Lauren Gill

They are getting in the last word!
The organizers of a popular 

Williamsburg spelling bee are 
calling it quits on April 4, after host-
ing a dozen years of adult spell-offs at 
Pete’s Candy Store. The brains behind 
the beloved letter-arranging competi-
tion says recreational spellers are still 
flocking to the face-off, but they are 
ready to break the spell.

“It’s just as popular as the first day,” 
said founder Bobby Blue, “It’s not only 
challenging, it’s riveting and it’s fun.”

Still, it has been a long run, and the 
bee has flown its course, said Blue’s 
competition partner.

“Twelve years is an incredibly long 
time to do anything,” said Jen Dziura.

Blue, a Ditmas Park resident who 
classifies himself as an “average spell-
er,” created the spell-off in after watch-
ing the documentary “Spellbound,” 
about wiz kids competing in the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee. Each 
monthly competition has given 15 
adults a chance to live out their spell-
ing dreams in a three-round bee with a 
beer in their hand. 

The pair originally thought the event 
would simply bee a bunch of people 
getting drunk and trying their hand at 
an elementary school novelty, but they 
found that people got pretty serious 
about their spelling and were more 
focused on winning than their beers. 

“There was an assumption that 
people would be a little more tipsy,” 
said Dziura, who lives in Park Slope. 
“But people who show up are pretty 

serious about winning.”
The talent pool usually consists of a 

mix of novice spellers and regulars, said 
Dziura, who frequently trips people 
up on words such as “aebleskiver” — 
Danish pancake puffs — and one of 
the words pronounced “fare-oh,” which 
can be spelled in four different ways.

Each bee winner receives a small 
prize, like a dictionary or candy. The 
closing clash on April 4 will also fea-
ture cake for all participants, and a live 
rendition of the spelling bee’s  catchy 
theme song , sung by the hosts.

This might not be the end for the orig-
inal spelling bee — which has become 
so famous that “Law and Order: Special 
Victims Unit” once modeled a murder 

victim on Dziura. Blue said the pair 
might host a few one-off competitions, 
and he is looking to get celebrities like 
the brainy Emma Watson involved.

But even though he’s looking to the 
future, he is still s-a-d to leave the well-
known bee behind. 

“I’ll miss working with Jen, the 
camaraderie of the people, and the 
whole thing altogether,” said Blue. “I 
don’t think there’s anything I won’t 
miss.” 

The final Williamsburg Spelling Bee 
at Pete’s Candy Store [709 Lorimer St. 
between Frost and Richardson streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 302–3770, 
spellingblog4.blogspot.com]. April 4 
at 7 pm. Free. 

By Dennis Lynch

The Saint Patrick’s Day party 
can’t be stopped by a little thing 
like St. Patrick’s day being over! 

The fun keeps going this weekend, 
when Brooklyn’s largest Saint Paddy’s 
Day parade takes over Third Avenue. 

But first, the all-girl rock ’n’ roll 
outfit SheRox takes the stage at Red 
White and Brew (8910 Fifth Ave. 
between 89th and 90th streets) at 4 pm 
on Saturday. This is the one spot of non-
Gaelic entertainment on the agenda this 
weekend, so kick back and enjoy the 
music (and some decidedly non-Irish $5 
margaritas) until 8 pm. 

Then, what better way to celebrate 
on St. Patrick’s Day Parade Eve than 
with the president of the parade com-
mittee? His imaginatively-titled band 
Frankie Marra and His Band will throw 
down at Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third 
Ave. between 77th and 78th streets) at 
10 pm. Marra may be stepping down 
as prez this year, but he will step out 

bright and early for the parade the next 
morning — so you have no excuse for 
missing it!

The parade starts at 1 pm on Sunday, 
so grab your shillelagh — to use as a 
walking stick, of course — and march 

anywhere along Third Avenue! Look 
for bars along the route with “official 
headquarters” banners outside, where 
you can get a drink, info on marchers 
and bands in the parade, and buy  raffle 
tickets , which organizers will call at the 
review stand on 77th Street.

Alongside the parade, the Wicked 
Monk (9510 Third Ave. between 95th 
and 96th streets) will have its own 
celebration. Traditional Irish ramblers 
Jameson’s Revenge and New York’s 
“thirstiest Irish band” Shilelagh Law 
will tear up the stage at the Monk. The 
party starts at noon — an hour before 
the parade kicks off — and ends at 10 
pm. Stick around all night and you will 
be feeling Jameson’s Revenge in more 
ways than one!

Or step-dance your way to PC’s 
Bar (7215 Fifth Ave. between 72nd 
and 73rd streets) for an after-party 
featuring the James Riley Band. They 
go on at 4 pm and will be playing Irish 
songs all afternoon.

Adult alphabet bout holds a final spell-check

Words to the wise: Williamsburg Spelling Bee founder Bobby Blue has been hosting the 
event at Pete’s Candy Store for more than a decade. Your last chance to join the word 
competition will be on April 4. Photo by Jason Speakman

SPELLED OUT

St. Paddy’s keeps rolling in the Ridge
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7305 Third Avenue
Brooklyn

718.745.0222
www.VesuvioBayRidge.com

Prix Fixe Menu $40
APPETIZERS

(Choose One)
Caprino Salad mixed greens, goat cheese, tomatoes 

& nuts with a raspberry vinaigrette
Mozzarella di Casa homemade mozzarella, tomatoes, 

roasted peppers & olive oil
Cold Antipasto prosciutto, salami, roasted peppers, 

olives, provolone, artichoke hearts & fresh mozzarella
Grilled Portobello topped with roasted peppers & mozzarella

Baked Clams (6) 
Calamari Fritti

ENTREÉ
(Choose One)

Cheese Ravioli Pomodoro 
Roasted Leg of Lamb red wine reduction

Homemade Meat Lasagna
Beef Braciola with Cavatelli beef top round fi lled with prosciutto 

& fresh herbs in a marinara sauce
Chicken Vesuvio sautéed chicken breast topped with 

roasted peppers & fresh mozzarella
Linguine Rio Mare calamari, clams & mussels in a marinara 

or fra diavolo sauce
Veal Marsala sauteed in a light marsala wine sauce with mushrooms

Homemade Potato Gnocchi Lamb Ragu minced lamb 
in a homemade Italian sauce

Rack of Lamb add $5 oven roasted in a worcestershire sauce 
served with broccoli rabe

DESSERT
(Choose One)
Fresh Cannoli 

Homemade Tiramisu
Homemade Ricotta Cheesecake

KIDS MENU
APPETIZER 

Mozzarella Sticks

ENTREÉ
Chicken Fingers with Fries, Individual Pizza or Ravioli

DESSERT  
Vanilla or Chocolate Ice Cream

$20.00

Happy Easter

Ala Carte Menu 
Also Available

Open 7 Days for Lunch, Dinner, Brunch  •  Private Parties • Valet Parking

WWW.HUNTERSSTEAKHOUSE.NET

Potato Leek Soup or 
Salad of Baby Greens with Balsamic Vinaigrette

ENTRÉES
Roast Leg of Lamb … with a rosemary sauce & mint jelly … $38.95

Pan-Seared Salmon ... with a lemon butter sauce … $29.95
NY Sirloin Steak … served with herb butter … $39.95

Filet Mignon … grilled 10oz fi let served with red wine mushroom sauce … $41.95
Shrimp & Beef … fi let mignon & shrimp served with a mushroom sauce … $43.95

Lemon Herb Chicken … baked half chicken with sautéed spinach … $26.95

Dessert selection from our Dessert Tray  •  Coffee & Tea

For your convenience, a standard gratuity of 18% will be added to your check.

HUNTER’S STEAK & ALE
HOUSE

9404 4TH AVENUE 718-238-8899

SPECIAL CHILDREN’S MENU
Includes soup, entree & dessert

CHOICE OF
Chicken Fingers with French Fries … $16.95
Penne Milanese … tomato & fresh mozzarella … $14.95

Three Course Prix Fixe 

Easter Menu

APPETIZERS
Fried Calamari … with Spicy Marinara Sauce … $7.95

Shrimp Cocktail ... 3 Jumbo Shrimp served with Tomato Horseradish Sauce … $11.95
Mozzarella Sticks … Deep Fried and Served with Marinara Sauce … $7.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato … With Balsamic Vinaigrette … $8.95
Crabmeat Stuffed Mushroom Caps … $10.95

1619 718-331-2221
 

RATED #1 
DINER IN BROOKLYN

BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING ON PREMISES
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

DINER & RESTAURANT

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)

Happy Easter
                  from
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
FRI, MAR 18

SPORTS, NCAA BASKET-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP, 
FIRST ROUND: $225–
$300. Time TBA.

SUN, MAR 20
SPORTS, NCAA BASKET-

BALL CHAMPIONSHIP, 
SECOND ROUND: 
$225–$300. Time TBA.

MON, MAR 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: $15–
$935. 7:30 pm.

TUE, MAR 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS CHARLOTTE 
HORNETS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

WED, MAR 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS OTTOWA 
SENATORS: $15–$935. 
7:30 pm.

THU, MAR 24
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS CLEVELAND 
CAVALIERS: $75–
$4,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, MAR 25
COMEDY, KATT WIL-

LIAMS: $57.50–$130.50 
8 pm.

SAT, MAR 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS INDIANA 
PACERS: $35–$4,000. 
6 pm.

SUN, MAR 27
MUSIC, RIHANNA: $30–

$170. 7:30 pm.

MON, MAR 28
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $25–$130. 
6:30 pm.

TUE, MAR 29
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS CARO-
LINA HURRICANES: 
$15–$935. 7:30 pm.

WED, MAR 30
MUSIC, RIHANNA: $30–

$170. 7:30 pm.

THU, MAR 31
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS COLUM-
BUS BLUE JACKETS: 
$15–$935. 7 pm.

SAT, APR 2
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS VS PITTS-
BURGH PENGUINS: 
$15–$935. 1 pm

SUN, APR 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS NEW OR-
LEANS PELICANS: 
$35–$5,000. 1 pm.

MON, APR 4
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS TAMPA 
BAY LIGHTNING: $15–
$935. 7 pm.

FRI, APR 8
31ST ANNUAL ROCK 

AND ROLL HALL OF 
FAME INDUCTION 
CEREMONY: Inducting 
Cheap Trick, Chicago, 
Deep Purple, N.W.A., 
and Steve Miller. $55–
$505. 7 pm.

MON, APR 4
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS VS BUFFALO 
SABRES: $45–$1,000. 
7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, MARCH 18
JAZZED UP MUSICAL SHAB-

BAT: A Shabbat service 
with guitar, violin, and 
accordion music, and a 
professional jazz singer. 
All ages welcome. Free. 
6:30 pm. Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center [8025 Fourth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

FUND RAISER, LADIES 
PAINT NITE FOR LINDA’S 
ANGELS FUNDRAISER: 
Sip wine and customize 
two wineglasses with your 
favorite designs and col-
ors. $40. 7:30 pm. Norma’s 
Crafts Store [7813 Third 
Ave. between 78th and 
79th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(347) 860–0301]. 

MUSIC, SNEAK PEEK AT 
NEW OPERAS: Get an ad-
vance look at new operas 
“The Leopard” and “Rated 
R for Rat.” Free with RSVP. 
8 pm. South Oxford Space 
[138 S. Oxford St. between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 398–4024], www.
aopopera.org/events. 

MUSIC, STONE HOUSE 
SINGERS: The chamber 
ensemble makes its debut 
with opera tunes and jazz 
standards. $15 suggested 
donation. 8 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

SAT, MARCH 19
MUSIC, ROBERT GLASPER 

TRIO: $35. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. be-
tween Hillel Place and Av-
enue H in Midwood, (718) 
951–4500], www.brooklyn-
center.org. 

MUSIC, REGINA BONELLI 
BLUES EXPERIENCE: 
Free. 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Colony [274 Fourth Ave. 
between Carroll and First 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
222–0280], www.brooklyn-
colony.com. 

ART, SPRING 2016 OPEN 
STUDIOS: Peek inside the 
otherwise private work 
spaces of 20 artists. Free. 
2–6 pm. NARS Foundation 
[201 46th St., fourth fl oor, 
at Second Avenue in Sun-
set Park, (718) 768–2765], 
narsfoundation.org. 

EASTER EGG HUNT: Hosted 
by state Sen. Marty 
Golden, this annual event 
features games, music, 
activities, prizes, an Easter 
Bonnet contest and photo 
ops with the Easter Bunny. 
Free. 2–4 pm. Marine Park 
[Fillmore Ave. and Madison 
Place in Marine Park, (718) 
238–6044].

FUND RAISER, CONEY 
ISLAND USA SPRING 
GALA: A benefi t perfor-
mance for the Coney Is-
land’s biggest events, with 
sword-swallowing, snake-
charming, tassle-twirling, 
and more. $125–$175. 8 
pm. Sideshows by the Sea-
shore [1208 Surf Ave. be-
tween W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

SUN, MARCH 20
PARK SLOPE ST. PATRICK’S 

DAY PARADE: The 41st 
annual event kicks off with 
a mass at Holy Name of 
Jesus Church, followed by 
a march from Bartel Prit-
chard Square to Seventh 
Avenue and Garfi eld Place 
and back. Free. 9 am. Holy 
Name of Jesus Church 
(245 Prospect Park West in 
Prospect Park). 

BAY RIDGE ST. PATRICK’S 
DAY PARADE: Ridge 
residents celebrate the 
wearing of the green with 
a mass at 9:30 am at St. 
Patrick’s Church, parade 
kicks off at 1 pm at line up 
at noon at Marine Avenue 
and Third Avenue and 
travels down Third Avenue 
past the reviewing stand 
to 67th Street. St. Pat-
rick’s Church (9511 Fourth 
Ave. at 94th Street in Bay 
Ridge). 

MUSIC, THE COGAN 
BROTHERS: Traditional 
Irish tunes from punk 
scholar Brian Cogan and 
his bros. Also playing: Stel-
lar Kowalski. Free. 4–8 pm. 
Hamilton’s [2826 Fort Ham-
ilton Pkwy. at E. Fourth 
Street in Windsor Terrace, 
(718) 438–0488], www.
hamiltonsbrooklyn.com. 

BLESSING OF THE RIDES 
AT DENO’S WONDER 
WHEEL: A ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to open the 
2016 season. Free rides on 
the Wonder Wheel to the 
fi rst 96 people. Free. 11 
am. Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
Park [1025 Boardwalk at 
West 12th St in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–2592], 
www.wonderwheel.com. 

FILM, “BROKEN BLOS-
SOMS” SILENT FILM: A 
tragic plea for tolerance 
directed by D.W. Griffi th in 
1919, starring Lillian Gish. 
With live piano accompani-
ment by Bernie Anderson. 
Free. 12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [10 Grand Army 
Plaza, between Eastern 
Parkway and Flatbush Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

MON, MARCH 21
ART OF HAMANTASCHEN: 

Join in the Purim spirit as 
we shape, fi ll, and create 
delicious Hamantaschen! 
$13 ($10 children). Noon, 
1 pm and 2 pm. Jewish 
Children’s Museum [792 
Eastern Pkwy. at Kingston 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 907–8833], www.jcm.
museum. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, HAEYOUNG KIM: 
Digital artist Haeyoung 
Kim begins a residency at 
Roulette with an interac-
tive electronic visual and 
auditory experience. $25 
($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org.

TUES, MARCH 22
READING, “EAT, DRINK, 

AND BE LITERARY”: 
Author Zadie Smith sits 
down to dinner and discus-
sion. $60. 6:30 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

“PETER PAN”: The musi-
cal fund-raising event 
hosted by the Brooklyn 
Free School helps support 
kids at the school. $20 ($5 
children). 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Music School (126 St. Felix 
St. between Hanson Place 
and Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene). 

TALK, WOMEN IN THE-
ATER: A casual salon-
style gathering of theater 
makers discussing the 
trials, tribulations, and ac-
complishments of women 
in theater. $10. 7:30 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 

[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

WED, MARCH 23
MUSIC, MICHAEL PETROSI-

NO’S PETRIO LIVE JAZZ 
TRIO: Free. 8 pm. The 
Room at Dizzy’s (230 Fifth 
Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope). 

SPORTS, SUMO STEW: A 
sumo-watching party of 
a contest streamed live 
from Japan, and meals of 
traditional duck chankon-
abe, along with bento 
boxes, beer, sake, Nikka 
whiskey, and more. $50. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Brewery [79 
N. 11th St. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 486–
7422], www.brooklynbrew-
ery.com. 

PURIM UNCORKED: A Purim 
party for people in their 
20s and 30s, with an open 
wine bar, buffet dinner, Ha-
mentashen and live music. 
$25. 8:30 pm. Chagall Bis-
tro [330 Fifth St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (346) 
622–3599], www.chagall-
bistro.com. 

THURS, MARCH 24
MUSIC, GAIL ARCHER: 

World-renowned organ-
ist Gail Archer performs. 
Free. 5 pm. Grace Episco-
pal Church [254 Hicks St. 
at Grace Court in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 624–1850], 
www.gracebrooklyn.org. 

COMEDY, LUCKY IN 
LAUGHS: Comedy show 
hosted by Joe Pally. Free. 
8 pm Irish Haven [5721 
Fourth Ave. at 58th Street 
in Sunset Park, (718) 439–
9893].

MUSIC, STRING THEORIES, 
DAY 3: Violinist Sarah 
Goldfeather. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

FRI, MARCH 25
MUSIC, ANNIE SHERMAN 

SINGS KURT WEILL: $25. 
7 pm. National Sawdust 
[80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(646) 779–8455], national-
sawdust.org. 

SAT, MARCH 26
MUSIC, CABARET CONCERT 

SERIES — VIENNA TO 
WEIMAR: Cabaret stars KT 
Sullivan and Karen Kohler 
sing 1870s operettas and 
1930s tunes from Bertolt 
Brecht. $25. 7:30 pm. 
Union Temple of Brook-
lyn Social Hall [17 Eastern 
Pkwy. between Grand 
Army Plaza and Under-
hill Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–7600], 
www.uniontemple.org. 

“THE IRON GIANT”: Sunset 
Park Cinema Club of the 
year features the heart-
breaking robot movie. 
Kids can build their own 
robots with Sunset Spark 
at 10:30 am; fi lm starts at 
11:45 am. Free with RSVP. 
10:30 am. Industry City 
Factory Floor [241 37th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
(718) 417–7362], www.roof-
topfi lms.com.

Get on your feet: The Philadelphia Flyers will try to stay 
upright during their game against the New York Islanders on 
March 21.  Associated Press / Steven M. Falk

The pipes are calling: The Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
will flood Third Avenue with bag-pipers on March 20. The 
parade will march from Marine Avenue to 67th Street, starting 
at 1 pm. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 18-24, 2016 39  24-7

A Hilarious Night of Laundry, Laughs and Liquor!

Written and Performed by Dena Blizzard

Dena Blizzard’s new show is a great “Girls Night Out” or “Date Night” 
for anyone who IS a Mom, HAS a Mom or is MARRIED to a Mom.

Telecharge.com  212-239-6200
New World Stages, 340 W 50th St.

OneFunnyMother.com

A Great Gift forMother’sDay

Come sample our superb cuisine, 
meet with our wedding experts 

and see our beautifully renovated hall. 
We will be featuring vendors

specializing in all your wedding needs!

* Call or email our office to make reservations. *

– No Cost for Event –
– Complimentary Champagne at Door –

– Valet Parking Available –

P. 718-748-8855
E. bayridgemanor@aol.com

Please Join us at our

2016 Bridal Showcase
Thursday, March 24th 2016

* Showcase will run from 7pm to 9pm *

Located at 476 76th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11209

Bay Ridge Manor

FULL BAR
SICILIAN COMFORT FOOD

Featuring
Our Famous 200 Year Old

Pizza Recipe!!
Closed Monday; 

Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm
Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

347–223–4176 • BellaGioiaNYC.com
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Shangri La

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY

DINE IN ONLY
Spend $25 get a coupon for 

15% off your next visit

DINE IN ONLY
Spend $50 get a coupon for 

30% off your next visit

DARLENE
LOVE

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500
Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

to Flatbush Avenue  /  on-site paid parking available2

Supported by:

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

Photo: Christopher Logan

Sat, Apr 2 at 8pm; $40

A Con Edison Music Masters Series Event

BEST O F F - B R O A D W A Y

C O M E D Y
Y

T h e  7 7 7  T h e a t r e      ( 8 6 6 )  8 1 1 - 4 1 1 1      S e x T i p s P l a y . c o m
“HYSTERICALLY TITILLATING!” -  T h e a t e r  M a n i a
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984 
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712-4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833-8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11252, (718) 765-7368
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thavefl orist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysfl orist.gmail.com, www.18thavefl owers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or
 (718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209

5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497-5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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• ‘I don’t know what 
happened in 1954, but … 
2016, we’re champs.’

• ‘She answered 
every demand and 
every expectation.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
East New York rejoice! 

Top-seeded Jefferson 
ended its 62-year wait for a 
city title with a convincing 
90–61 victory over fourth-
seeded and heated rival Abra-
ham Lincoln in the Public 
School Athletic League boys’ 
basketball fi nal at Madison 
Square Garden on March 12. 

The community has been 
on Orange Wave coach Law-
rence “Bud” Pollard through 
four previous title game losses 
to fi nally deliver. 

“I’m happy,” Pollard said. 
“I’m tired of people talk-
ing about 1954. I don’t know 
what happened in 1954, but I 
know right now, 2016, we are 
champs.”

Jefferson’s stars left no 
room for heartbreak, only 
for tears of joy. St. John’s-
bound guard Shamorie Ponds 
scored a game-high 31 points, 
grabbed 12 rebounds, dished 
out fi ve assists and collected 
six steals. He shared most 
valuable player honor with 
childhood friend Rasheem 
Dunn. The St. Francis Col-
lege-commit poured in 23 

points and grabbed fi ve re-
bounds. 

The two, who won a junior-
varsity title as freshman, 
broke down during a long em-
brace after receiving their 
award.

“We told each other we 
love each other, us knowing 
that we won’t be playing to-
gether next year,” Dunn said. 
“That’s my brother since I 
was young. We have a lot of 
chemistry together.”

The Orange Wave (24–8) 
won the game in the third 
quarter with an electrify 20–4 
run that put them up 50–29 
with 3:35 to play in the game. 
Dunn scored the fi nal six 
points of the spurt, including 
a put back of his own miss to 
cap it.

“They never recovered 
from that,” Pollard said. 
“That was the death blow 
right there.”

It was part of complete ef-
fort for Jefferson from start to 
fi nish that ended with Ponds 
electrifying his future home 
with seven straight points in 
a minute span in the fourth to 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
A game-sealing charge was 
a much more fi tting end than 
any dramatic winning bas-
ket would have been for this 
Xaverian group. 

It is exactly what the Clip-
pers got when Zack Bruno 
made the last gritty play on an 
unlikely championship run 
by drawing an offensive foul 
on Loughlin’s Tyrese Gaffney 
with nine-tenths of a second 
reaming in the game. 

“I was able to take the most 
important charge in Xaverian 
history,” Bruno said.

The play sealed Xaveri-
an’s 59–56 victory over Bishop 

Loughlin in the Catholic High 
School Athletic Association 
Class AA boys’ basketball fi -
nal at Fordham University on 
March 13. 

Before Bruno could cele-
brate the program’s fi rst title 
since 2005 he had to shake off 
the pain of his already injured 
hip smashing against the fl oor. 
It epitomized the whatever-it-
takes approach that propelled 
this group from a fourth-place 
fi nisher to city champs. This 
team is about heart. 

“It tells you what that kid 
is,” said long-time Xaver-
ian coach Jack Alesi. “He’s 
hurting. He’s not 100 percent, 

hasn’t been playing 100 per-
cent. Season on the line, that’s 
what he did.”

The entire team showed 
that same desire to win after 
Loughlin (22–8) took a 44–32 
lead on Idan Tretout’s three 
late with 2:02 left in the third 
quarter. The Clippers (19–11) 
caught a break when a foul 
was not called for Keith Wil-
liams taking a three, but then 
Jordan Guzman was fouled 
down the other end on a simi-
lar play

“That was huge,” Lions 
coach Ed Gonzalez said. “We 
were up. We had momentum 

— Jefferson coach “Bud” Pollard on the school’s 
first title win in 62 years.

— South Shore coach Anwar Gladden 
on Earlette Scott’s winning plays.

Continued on page 45

Continued on page 45

WISE PLAY: Xaverian’s Nyonty Wisseh goes up strong to the hoop during 
the boys’ basketball Class AA championship game against Bishop Lough-
lin.  Photo by Robert Cole

PARTY ON: Jefferson celebrates its fi rst Public School Athletic League Class AA title since 1954. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

Underdog Clippers topple 
Bishop Loughlin for city crown

Wave of joy: Jefferson takes title
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S outh Shore is approach-
ing rarefi ed air. 

Top-seeded South 
Shore handily won its sec-
ond-straight Public School 
Athletic League Class AA 
girls’ basketball crown with 
a 55–39 victory over No. 2 
Francis Lewis in the fi nal 
at Madison Square Garden 
on March 12. The Vikings 
have been to six of the last 
eight title games and are po-
sitioned to put itself along-
side the league’s other sto-
ried programs.

“Today when you talk 
about New York City PSAL 
girls’ basketball, you go Au-
gust Martin, you go Murry 
Bergtraum and I think you 
can put South Shore as next 
up in line,” said coach An-
war Gladden.

The Vikings are not 
there yet. August Martin 
won 12 city titles and Berg-
traum won 15 straight be-
fore being knocked off by 
Lewis in 2013. But it is time 
to start talking about the po-
tential South Shore dynasty 
in the making. The Vikings 
have just one Public School 
Athletic League loss in the 
last two years and were un-
beaten this season after los-
ing All-American Brianna 
Fraser, winning all but two 
games by double digits.

“When it was their op-
portunity to step up, we 
dominated the PSAL from 
start to fi nish this year. We 
went undefeated. Today was 
just the icing on the cake as 
far as the PSAL.”

His club will have a good 
chance to continue that 
trend. South Shore loses 
just two seniors in Jordan 
Washington and Aliesha 
Thomas and returns four 
sophomores from this year. 
Washington fully under-
stands what is back and 
knows more help is always 
on the way. 

“We have like fi ve more 
juniors and they are going 
to step up and get another 
chip,” she said. “And [Glad-
den] has more players and 
I think they can keep doing 
well.”

It wasn’t always this 
way. Just four years ago it 

was South Shore who was 
the other wrong end of the 
Bergtraum’s 15th crown 
and lost to Lewis at Bar-
clays Center in 2013 — four-
straight fi nal losses. Now 
that they are on top, Glad-
den understands the expec-
tations are high and what it 
is like being the team try-
ing to chase the top dog.

“I feel for those guys 
on the other side because 
I know what that feeling 
is like,” he said. “You put 
in the hard work and dedi-
cation for a whole season. 
I don’t wish that on any-
body.”

Now, as the hunted, 
he said his league oppo-
nents have nothing to lose 
by playing him, just like 
there was no shame losing 
to Bertgtraum at the Gar-
den because a Lady Blazers 
win became as sure a thing 
as death and taxes. He says 
learning to deal with the 
expectation of winning is a 
much different experience. 

“It’s pressure,” Gladden 
said. “You know you are 
the dominant team. You 
know you are the best team. 
You got over the hump. The 
pressure is on. You just got 
to continue to push these 
young ladies to live up to 
those expectations.”

If they do, the pressure 
will grow, but so will the 
number of trophies in the 
collection. The dynasty-to-
be will become a reality.   

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Anwar Gladden has pushed 
Earlette Scott hard all sea-
son, trying to bring out the 
most in the talented sopho-
more. It worked at just the 
right moment.

“I think this kid has an 
amazing future and I rode 
her and I rode her,” Gladden 
said. “She’s answered every 
demand and every expecta-
tion that I had of her.”

Scott tallied 10 points, 
six rebounds, and three as-
sists to earn most-valuable–
player honors in top-seeded 
South Shore’s 55–39 victory 
over No. 2 Francis Lewis 
in the Public School Ath-
letic League Class AA girls’ 
basketball final at Madison 
Square Garden on March 12. 
It is South Shore’s second-
straight title in six trips to 
the championship game. 

Scott, fighting back tears 
at the post-game press con-
ference, was still taking in 
what she and her team had 
accomplished.  

“It feels like a dream,” 
she said. “It feels like a 
dream.”

They did so by holding 
Francis Lewis scoreless in 
the second quarter and used 
a balanced offensive attack, 
and never trailed in the con-

test. South Shore grabbed 
control of the game early 
and never let go for the sec-
ond straight game. It kept 
Lewis scoreless in the sec-
ond quarter to take a 21–6 
lead into the half.

South Shore also held 

the Patriots without out a 
field goal for 11:05 from late 
in the first quarter to a Sa-
brina Clement hoop with 
5:16 remaining in the third. 
South Shore went up 26–9. 
It scored 25 points off an as-

BY TROY MAURIELLO
Jefferson’s Shamorie Ponds 
got a taste of winning a cham-
pionship at Madison Square 
Garden. 

After watching what his 
Brooklyn brothers are doing 
at Seton Hall, he’d like that 
feeling again with St. John’s 
at the Big East tournament 

Just hours after Ponds 
and his Jefferson teammates 
ended a 62-year title drought 
on March 12 with a blowout 
90–61 win over Lincoln in 
the PSAL Class AA boys’ bas-
ketball fi nal at the Garden, 
former Lincoln stars Isaiah 
Whitehead and Desi Rodri-
guez and former Loughlin 
standout Khadeen Carrington 
took the fl oor for Seton Hall in 
the Big East fi nal. 

That trio combined for 
46 points, including 26 from 
Whitehead, as Seton Hall won 
its fi rst Big East title since 

1993 with a 69–67 win over 
top-seeded Villanova. The win 
punched a ticket for the Hall 
into its fi rst NCAA Tourna-
ment since 2006. 

But Ponds doesn’t just want 
to repeat the performances 

during his time at St. John’s, 
he wants to exceed them. 

“Going into next year, 
watching Seton Hall, I just 
want to come and do the same 
thing — even better,” said 
Ponds following his team’s 
championship victory. 

If Jefferson’s title game was 
any indication of how Ponds 
will perform in big games dur-
ing his collegiate career, St. 
John’s fans have something to 
look forward to. 

Ponds was electric against 
his team’s borough rival, scor-
ing a game-high 31 points and 
grabbing 12 rebounds, while 
recording six steals and dish-
ing out a game-high fi ve as-
sists. 

And the stellar perfor-
mance for Ponds came with 
Red Storm head coach Chris 
Mullin and assistants Barry 
Rohrssen and Matt Abdel-

RIGHT AT HOME: St. John’s recruit 
Shamorie Ponds scored 31 points 
for Jefferson in the city champion-
ship game at Madison Square Gar-
den. Photo by Robert Cole

GOING UP: South Shore’s Valena Hickerson takes a jumper in the city 
championship game at Madison Square Garden. Photo by Robert Cole

South Shore sweeps 
second-straight crown

Ponds eyes second Garden party

Champs are 
good, but they 

are not the best

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3
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put Jefferson up 83–55 with 2:45 to go.
“I was just feeling it so I just let it 

go,” Ponds said. 
The Orange Wave had four players 

in double fi gures, including Malachi 
Faison. The junior forward posted a 
double-double with 12 points and 13 
rebounds and added fi ve steals. Cur-
tis Smith netted 16 points. Pollard 
challenged Faison to get back to his 
level of play from the start of the sea-
son and got the response he was look-
ing for. 

“He promised me he was going to 
be the beast,” Pollard said. 

Lincoln, which beat Jefferson 87–
77 in the borough fi nal, looked like a 
different team without Rakym Felder 
and lost its second-best ball handler 
in Tyler Bourne to foul trouble in the 
second quarter. The Railsplitters (23–
8), known for its defense and transi-
tion offense, only scored two points 
on the break. 

Cahiem Brown tallied 21 points 
and grabbed 11 boards. Michael Reid 
had 15 points and six boards and Don-

ald Cannon Flores chipped in with 12 
points and seven rebounds.

Morton, who has had a friendly 
and very public rivalry with Pollard, 
congratulated his counterpart after 
his struggles to win a crown. Lincoln 
beat Jefferson in the fi nal in 2013.

“They came out a little bit more 
motivated,” Morton said. “I call those 
guys the Buffalo Bills, so they kind of 
wanted this one more than our guys.”

Pollard, who broke up a bit while 
behind handed the trophy, said the 
emotion of losing was far stronger 
than how he felt fi nally winning, but 
that doesn’t mean he isn’t enjoying it. 

“When Tiny was shaking hands he 
said, ‘It’s about time Bozo,’ ” Pollard 
said. “I guess it is the Bozo’s time to-
day.”

The Orange Wave does not want 
to stop here. Pollard said he is greedy 
and wants a state Federation title as 
well, starting with a semifi nal against 
Long Island Lutheran on March 18 at 
the Times Union Center in Albany. 
Until then they will soak in the his-
tory. There is a new banner to hang.

“It was just a lot of emotions,” 
Ponds said. “We said we were going to 
get [a title].”

tounding 21 Patriots turnovers. 
“Defense is our key,” Scott said. 

“Without our defense our offense 
is not strong.”

The Patriots offense came alive 
in the third quarter, but never got 
back in the game, as Lewis only 
won the frame 15–14. The Vikings 
led 35–21 after three and pushed 
the advantage as much as 47–21 
with 4:16 to play in the fourth. 

Selena Philoxy added 10 points 
and eight boards for South Shore. 
Keyanna Glover chipped in eight 
points and Destiny Philoxy had 
seven assists. The Vikings had 
nine different players in the score 
column. That stage and the build-
ing had no harmful effects.

“After we kept going back and 
back I got comfortable,” senior for-

ward Jordan Washington said. 
Taliyah Brisco scored 11 points 

to lead Lewis, and Sierra Green 
tallied nine of her 10 points in the 
fourth quarter and grabbed six re-
bounds. 

A city title isn’t enough this 
time for South Shore. It wants to 
erase the memory of last season’s 
overtime loss to Christ the King 
in the state Federation semifinals. 
The Viking’s quest to claim its 
first Federation title starts against 
Ossining on March 18 at the Times 
Union Center in Albany. 

Gladden said the focus was al-
ways on winning the city title at 
the Garden, but that shifted this 
season after leaving the Federa-
tion tournament last year with a 
bittersweet taste. 

“We definitely want to try to 
win the state,” Gladden said. “And 
prove we are the best team in New 
York State.”

massih in the stands.
Ponds noted postgame that play-

ing in front of his future coaches was 
a bit unsettling at fi rst, as evidenced 
by his 1 of 7 shooting in the fi rst half. 
Ponds fi nally found his rhythm at the 
break to drop in 17 of his 31 points in 
the fourth quarter. 

“To start the game I was kind of 
nervous,” he said. “But as the game 
fl owed, the nerves and jitters got out, 
and I just played my game.”

Those on the Red Storm coaching 
staff are not the only ones excited for 
Ponds’s debut in Queens. St. John’s 
fans have been showing Ponds an 
immense amount of support on so-
cial media, as he is now the face of 
Mullin’s fi rst recruiting class at the 
school after former Christ the King 

star Rawle Alkins’s commitment to 
Arizona earlier in the week. 

Ponds wanted those Red Storm 
fans to know that he plans on making 
performances like this one common 
once he gets to St. John’s. 

“You can expect the same me,” he 
said.

The high hopes for Ponds’s future 
at St. John’s and in the Big East are 
not only held by those currently as-
sociated with the school. Jefferson 
head coach Lawrence “Bud” Pollard 
knows that his senior star can help 
accomplish at St. John’s what cur-
rent New York City kids are doing at 
Seton Hall. 

“People say New York City is 
down, we don’t have players,” Pol-
lard said. “You see what those guys 
[at Seton Hall] are doing? I think 
Shamorie has that potential. He has a 
lot of guys coming in with him, so he 
should be ready.” 

and it was not a great foul [by us].”
The game’s momentum swung 

drastically after that. Xaverian went 
on a 16–1 run. Brandon Leftwich 
capped it with a three-point play to put 
the Clippers up 49–45 with 5:20 to go in 
the fourth.

“Everybody makes their run in 
the game,” said playoff most-valuable-
player Nyonty Wisseh, who jumped on 
the scorer’s table during the celebra-
tion. “They made their run, then we 
made our run to win the game.” 

Strong free throw shooting and 
some timely Lions’ misses allowed 
Xaverian to hold on in the fi nal min-
utes. A Bruno trey and two free-throws 
from Wisseh gave Xaverian a 56–52 ad-
vantage with 1:04 to play. 

Loughlin, which missed 12 free 
throws and shot just 3 of 17 from three, 
had a chance to reclaim the lead 
late, but could not seize the moment. 
Tretout missed a long three and Gaff-
ney could not get a layup to go with 25 
seconds remaining. On the fi nal pos-
session Williams wasn’t able to get a 
good look at three and had to settle for 
the drive by Gaffney to the rim. 

Gonzalez saw his team’s youth fi -
nally catch up to it after beating Xaver-
ian all three of its previous meetings.  

“We didn’t have it,” Gonzalez said. 
“They wanted to take it upon them-
selves instead of sticking to the game 
plan all the way to the end.”

Wisseh led Xaverian with 18 
points and 10 rebounds and Bruno 
had 18 points. Leftwich chipped in 13. 
Markquise Nowell tallied 17 points 
and four assists to pace Loughlin and 
Williams chipped in 14 points. The 
Lions, with 12 rebounds from Jordan 

Thomas, never found a consistent 
third scorer.

The Clippers advance to the state 
Federation tournament to take on 
Aquinas in the semifi nals on March 18 
at the Times Union Center in Albany. 
It was an experience Xaverian missed 
out on after losing to Christ the King 
in last year’s Catholic fi nal with a se-
nior-laden roster.

“Losing in the championship is one 
of the hardest things I’ve even been 
through,” Bruno said. “Getting this 
championship win today means ev-
erything.”

This time around the underdogs 
became top dogs. 

“We were still under the radar un-
til we won the city championship.” 
Wisseh said. “Now we are above the 
radar.”

PONDS

SOUTH SHORE

CLIPPERS

JEFFERSON

EASY RHODES: Xaverian’s Khalil Rhodes 
drives to the basket. Photo by Robert Cole

MAN OF THE HOUR: The South Shore players mob coach Anwar Gladden as he goes up 
to accept the city championship trophy. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued from page 43 

Continued from page 43 

Continued from page 44 

Continued from page 44 
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, 

and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209
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We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

BROOKLYN –
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Thur. March 31st
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The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd.

Fri. April 1st
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Aviator Athletic 
Academy and CrossFit

Be the athlete you want to be! You choose 
between Brooklyn’s best CrossFit box or the top 
sports performance trainers. Get in shape and 
live a healthier life!

Crossfi tfl oydbennettfi eld.com

aviatorsports.com/aviatorathleticacademy

CELEBRATE 10 YEARS 
WITH US!

Every month in 2016 is fi lled with special discounts 
and offers. Don’t miss any! 
Visit aviatorsports.com/10-year-promotions

This month, teach your children to skate and 
get 10 percent off our Learn to Skate 
programs. Looking for the best place 
to host a birthday party? Until 
3/31/16, get $50 an ice skating 
birthday party.

AVIATOR DAY PASS

NEW! Play for the day for one price 
with the Aviator Day Pass
Unlimited Public Skating + Skate 
Rental, 10 Arcade Tokens, Unlimited 
Rock Climbing, Sky Jump, 1 Session 
of Open Basketball, 1 Session of 
Open Volleyball
$32.50 plus tax for Day Pass. Rules 
and restrictions apply

Visit 
aviatorsports.com/day-pass 

or call 718-758-7500 
for complete details.
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CROSSFIT

FLOYD BENNETT FIELD
AT AVIATOR SPORTSBROOKLYN

Aviator Camps
Summer Day Camp

menus, sports and educational programs, programming! 

Spring Break Camp
Does your child need a fun place to spend their Spring Break? 
We’ve got the perfect camp for you!

Call Jason at 718-758-7510 
or email jvasquez@aviatorsports.com 
and schedule a private tour today!


