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BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a street divider. 

A Marine Park street 
that sits at the border of 
two police precincts is an 
enforcement dead zone, say 
residents who claim police 
ignore their pleas to make 
sure there are boots on the 
ground.

Residents of Stuart 
Street living across the road 
from Marine Park say cops 
from the 63rd Precinct are 
routinely seen on patrol in-
side the park’s borders, but 
won’t help with problems 
on their side of the street — 
because houses there are in 
the 61st Precinct. And, they 

claim, police from the 61st 
rarely answer their calls 
to talk about crime during 
monthly Marine Park Civic 
Association meetings. 

“Stuart Street is never 
considered a concern,” 
said Stuart Street resident 
Louis Geritano.

BY LAUREN GILL
An eco-savvy Prospect Heights 
resident who claims she only 
creates enough trash to fi ll one 
garbage can a month is on a 
mission to help Brooklynites 
lighten their loads by opening a 
store where customers use their 
own containers to get groceries 
home.

Sarah Metz recently launched 
a  Kickstarter campaign to raise 
$15,000  for a brick-and-mortar 
store called the Fillery that will 
sell foods in a way rarely seen 
since the days of “ Little House 
on the Prairie ,” when quality 
packaging consisted of a burlap 
sack, and oats didn’t come in a 
fancy disposable tube with a 
handsome Quaker on it.

“Package-free shopping is 
such an easy way for an indi-
vidual to help address a huge 
problem,” she said. “By reduc-
ing packaging waste you’re also 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s the ghost town of Sheep-
shead Bay. 

Homeowners have for 
years been abandoning 
many of the bungalows 
within Sheepshead Bay’s 
Sandy-swept “Courts” — a 
corpse of a sub-neighbor-
hood fi ve feet below street-
level off Emmons Avenue 

between E. 29th Street and 
Batchelder Street — and 
now one of its hold-outs is 
fi nally ready to give up on 
an area he once considered 
a paradise, but now says is 
something much less.

“It still looks like a war 
zone,” said Jimmy Sch-
neider of Mesereau Courtt, 

Continued on page 12

Continued on page 14Continued on page 14

Adult bee’s 
fi nal spell-off

BY LAUREN GILL
They are getting in the fi nal 
word. 

The organizers of a popular 
Williamsburg spelling bee are 
calling it quits on April 4, after 
hosting a dozen years of adult 
spell-offs at Pete’s Candy Store. 
The brains behind the beloved 
letter-arranging competition 
says recreational spellers are 
still fl ocking to the face-off, but 
they are ready to break the spell.

“It’s just as popular as the fi rst 
day,” said founder Bobby Blue. 
“It’s not only challenging, it’s riv-
eting and it’s fun.”

Still, it has been a long run, 
and the bee has fl own its course, 
said Blue’s competition partner.

“Twelve years is an incredibly 
long time to do anything,” said 
Jen Dziura.

Blue, a Ditmas Park resident 
who classifi es himself as an “av-
erage speller,” created the spell-

Continued on page 12

WHICH SIDE YOU ON?: Louis 
Geritano lives between two 
precincts, and says he’s in 
an enforcement dead zone.

WORDS TO THE WISE: Williamsburg Spelling Bee founder Bobby Blue has been hosting the event at Pete’s Candy Store 
for more than a decade. Your last chance to join the word competition will be on April 4. Photo by Jason Speakman

S’head ghost town Border problem in M’Park

Store to 
shopper: 
Contain 
yourself
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They just can’t win.

Brooklynites have com-
plained since Hurricane 
Sandy that the Build it 
Back disaster recovery 
program  moved too slowly , 
but now that Mayor DeBla-
sio  re-doubled the city’s ef-
forts  and set a self-imposed 
deadline to fi x everyone’s 
homes, Gerritsen Beach-
ers say they’re fl ooded with 
salty construction workers 
who are making their lives 
a living hell.

“We’re being overrun 
with the Build it Back con-
struction,” said Yolanda 
Fazzuoli, who has four con-
struction sites on her block 
alone. “It’s like a war zone 
here. It’s making life very 
diffi cult.”

Convoys of contractors 
block the neighborhood’s 
famously narrow streets 
from 7 am to 4 pm, making 
it impossible for residents 
to get in or out of the penin-
sular neighborhood’s many 
dead-end blocks, she said. 
Worse yet, the city-hired 

laborers aren’t respecting 
the very taxpayers they’re 
supposed to be serving, an-
other resident said.

“The past few morn-
ings it’s been terrible — 
I’ve gotten into scream-
ing matches with them,” 
said Brittany Mescall, 
who claimed the laborers 
are leaving garbage every-
where. “They don’t care. 
They’re obnoxious. They 
block the middle of the 
street, so when I’m trying 
to get out, they’re in the 
middle of the street.”

Residents should only 
expect the pace of con-
struction to pick up as the 
program nears its end-of-
the-year deadline to repair 
all single-family homes im-
pacted by the 2012 storm, 
said Amy Peterson, who 
directs the city-run, fed-
erally-funded recovery ef-
fort.

“As we head towards 
the goal of completing 
the program by Dec. 31, 
we are moving more and 
more homes into con-

struction each day,” she 
said. “We are coordinat-
ing daily with civic asso-
ciations, local elected offi-
cials, and our contractors 
to make sure that there is 
minimal disruption, and 
where there have been 
complaints we are ad-
dressing them quickly,” 
she said.

The program, started 
under former mayor Mike 
Bloomberg, was fraught 
from the get-go with inef-
fective case workers and 
 unqualifi ed contractors  
who  soaked the city for mil-
lions .

Residents contend the 
city is not dealing with 
complaints as well as Pe-
terson claims — it has been 
about three months since 
Fazzuoli fi rst started lodg-
ing complaints to the city, 
she said. 

“I called 311, and when 
they came, the crews were 
gone, so they said the mat-
ter is resolved — everybody 
is in compliance — and that 
was it,” she said.

G’Beachers: We’re overrun by Build it Back!

SHE CAN’T GET OUT!: Abbey Court Resident Yolanda Fazzuoli said she can’t even leave her home 
sometimes because of construction trucks blocking her driveway and garage.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

BACK OFF!
TURN YOUR POWER ON

A Natural Approach To Living

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Healthy & Pain Free
In the care of 

Dr. Vincent Adamo... 

WELCOME MTA, VERIZON, PORT AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
All Major CC

 BACK PAIN 
 NECK PAIN 
 FOOT, KNEE, HAND, SHOULDER PAIN
 HEADACHES 
 SCOLIOSIS 
 DIABETES 
 FIBROMYALGIA
 ADD/ ADHD/ AUTISTIC DISORDER 
 SPORTS INJURIES
 NUTRITION &  LIFESTYLE EDUCATION 
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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Feed your face, and not the 
meter!

The city will go ahead with 
a plan to install temporary 
seating in a parking space 
along Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope after members of Com-
munity Board Six okayed the 
proposal last week.

But some Park Sloper mer-
chants and residents are still 
questing a plan that will swap 
parking spots with public pic-
nic tables during the warmer 
months.

“To give up a parking 
space for people to sit out-
side and have a sandwich — 
I think we’re going too far,” 
said Community Board 6 
member Suzanne Turet, who 
voted against the installation 
at last Wednesday’s meeting, 
though the plan ultimately 
fl ew through with a 24–10 
vote. “That’s not really good 
for the neighborhood.”

The Department of Trans-
portation will stick the sum-
mer seats — which are sur-
rounded by wooden planter 
boxes to protect loungers from 
surrounding car traffi c — in 
front of Thai cuisine and ice 
cream joint SkyIce Sweet & Sa-
vory at St. Mark’s Place later 
this month and leave it there 
through November.

SkyIce teamed up with the 

city to bid for the seats, but 
neighbors do not have to pa-
tronize the business to enjoy 
the public street-side lounge 
— the 20-foot-long plant-lined 
box serves as a miniature pub-
lic park for locals to hang out 
and soak in the sun, which 
many neighbors say would be 
a welcome addition to the com-
mercial corridor.

“I feel that servicing all of 
the people in the neighborhood 

looking for a place to relax, en-
joy each other’s company, and 
have a snack, is more benefi -
cial than making room for 
parking,” said Joanna Smith. 

But others argued the 
seats — in addition to stealing 
space from cars — are a city-
sanctioned loophole for busi-
nesses who want the benefi ts 
of a sidewalk cafe without go-
ing through the onerous pub-
lic review process.

“It’s unfair to the people 
who have applied for side-
walk cafe permits,” said board 
member Daniel Kummer.

With the okay, the city will 
now begin developing a custom 
design for the fi xture through 
a community feedback-gather-
ing process before installing 
the seats in April or May. 

The city will appear be-
fore the Community Board 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
This idea stinks — literally!

The city’s plan to make-
over Fourth Avenue medi-
ans with pedestrian benches 
and green space is a waste 
of money because few locals 
will hang out there inhaling 
fumes from passing traffi c, 
say Sunset Parkers.

“Why would you want to 
sit there? It’s like sitting in 
your garage with your mo-
tor on,” said Renee Gior-
dano.

And anyone who does 
brave the effl uvium to picnic 
in the tiny mid-traffi c parks 
could be taking their life in 
their hands, they say, as the 
thoroughfare is notoriously 

dangerous.
In 2014, there were 200 

collisions on the street be-
tween 17th and 65th streets 
— the parts of the avenue in 
Sunset Park — 31 more than 
the previous year, and more 
than twice as many as the 
year before that, according 
to police data.

“I know some families 
here might go have lunch 
out on the benches there, but 
God forbid a kid steps off the 
curb — that’s it,” said Third 
Avenue resident John Mur-
phy.

But the Department of 
Transportation refused to 
respond to the residents’ 
traffi c and air quality con-

cerns.
The department plans 

to raise medians — fi rst in 
Sunset Park, and eventu-
ally through Park Slope — 
to two feet above the road-
way and widen them by four 
feet on either side to the yel-
low-striped buffer zone it in-
stalled in late 2012.

It intends to plant trees 
and other vegetation in the 
wider and taller medians 
and install benches at some 
intersections. The depart-
ment will be in charge of 
maintenance and has put 
aside money to thwart sub-
way-riding rats from creep-
ing up from the subway line 
beneath the street, accord-

ing to an agency spokesman.
The city expects to com-

Residents welcome seating in Fifth Avenue parking spaces…

PARK IT: The Department of Transportation is sticking a temporary seating area on this Fifth Avenue parking 
spot for the warmer months this year — though some neighbors argue the greenery-lined hangout is a waste 
of parking space. Photo by Jason Speakman

JUST SAY NAY: Renee Giordano 
doesn’t want greenery and seats 
in the middle of Fourth Avenue.

Park-your-butt Slope!

…but some don’t want to sit on Fourth Ave. medians

Continued on page 6

BY LAUREN GILL
They’re going to pro-
tect cyclists from cars 
— with cars!

The city plans to 
make cycling on no-
toriously hairy Jay 
Street safer by creat-
ing new curbside bike 
lanes that are sepa-
rated from traffi c by 
parking lanes.  Local 
pedal pushers have 
called for actual bar-
riers to protect their 
paths in the past , but 
say this solution is 
still streets ahead of 
the current mess. 

“More protection 
is better than less, 
and this is better 
than what we have 
so I think it’s a win,” 
said Park Slope resi-
dent Doug Gordon at 
a Community Board 
2 transportation com-
mittee meeting on 
Tuesday evening — 
one of around 2,400 
cyclists who traverse 
the treacherous thor-
oughfare each day.

The panel voted 
13–1 to approve the new 
lanes between Fulton 
and Tillary streets, 
and 11–3 from Tillary 
to Sands streets, after 
transportation depart-
ment reps unveiled 
them to a packed 
house that piled in to 
hear, debate, and  live -
 tweet  the long-awaited 
proposal. 

The fi ve-foot-wide 
lanes would replace 
the current paths that 
run alongside regu-
lar traffi c and are 
 frequently  blocked 
by motorists driving, 

turning, and double-
parking their cars, 
buses, and cabs — re-
sulting in a shambles 
of bikers, pedestrians, 
and drivers trying to 
dodge each other with 
sometimes tragic re-
sults. One cyclist died 
and 270 people were 
injured on the arte-
rial roadway between 
2010 and 2014, accord-
ing to city data.

But some locals 
argued that moving 
the bike lanes won’t 
stop scoffl aws from 
using them as park-
ing spaces, claiming 
news crews, city em-
ployees, and police of-
fi cers with placards 
often park wherever 
they please with im-
punity — even though 
the special permits 
do not allow them to 
block bike lanes.

And two-wheelers 
will also risk crash-
ing into opening car 
doors, as there will 
only be a two-foot 
gap between the two 
lanes, said critics.

“I’m worried that 
this plan will take 
something that’s a 
mess and just make 
it a mess in a differ-
ent way,” said Bran-
don Chamberlin, who 
rides along Jay Street 
to work each day and 
slammed the proposal 
as unambitious.

Cyclists will also 
still have to weave 
around stopping 
buses, which will 
cross the lanes when 
pulling in to pick up 
riders. 

Barrier relief!
New bike lanes for Jay St.

GOING GREEN: The city’s plan for new bike lanes on 
the notoriously dangerous Jay Street. NYC DOT

Continued on page 10
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

Financial

Harold Greenway or Justina Douwes / Allstate Financial Services
1 (888) 345–8881 Ext 1 or (646) 405–7488 | allstateaccmgt@gmx.com
55 Water St. New York, NY 10004

stateaccmgt@gmx.comCALL 1 (888) 345–8881

Personal loan solutions to fi t your needs.
Lowest affordable rates.
One Flexible Monthly payment.
All outstanding debts.
Borrow what you need. 
Bad Credit OK. No Application fees.

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn   718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Talk about whistling Di-
xie!

A team of hospital-
ity pros who are not from 
the South just opened a 
new bar in Williamsburg 
themed after a fi ctional 
Southern town they in-
vented called Belle Shoals. 
The manager said he 
couldn’t say exactly what 
part of the South — or 
what era — the Mayberry-
esque hamlet is supposed 
be from, but each barfl y 
can just decide for them-
selves.

“Everyone can have 
their own idea about it,” 
said Long Island native 
Christopher “Peaches” Sz-
ablinski of Belle Shoals — 
both the name of the bar 
and the non-existent town 
— which he opened earlier 
this month with a team of 
other non-Southerners who 
also run watering holes in 

Manhattan and the Rock-
aways. “It’s just the place 
to be.”

Indeed, visitors who 
amble into the Hope 
Street faux-dive could 
be entering a quaint 
middle-of-nowhere town 
anywhere below the 
Mason-Dixon line, Sz-
ablinksi said, though 
he did narrow down the 
time frame to within the 
first half of the 20th cen-
tury.

The bartender is at 
least from South Carolina, 
he said, and is serving up 
Southern “inspired” cock-
tails such as a pecan pie-
fl avored Mai Tai as well 
as classics such as Hur-
ricanes and Mint Juleps. 
The food follows a simi-
lar theme, with comfort 
food dishes including fried 
duck leg on a biscuit and a 
$15 po’boy.

The bar’s interior has 

a sultry, Southern gothic 
theme — red neon lights 
cast a hellish haze over 
the dark-wood bar while 
blues and rock tunes 
warble out of a vintage 
Wurlitzer jukebox, said 
Szablinski.

“You could probably 
shoot ‘True Blood’ here 
and it would fi t perfectly,” 
he said, referring to the 
sexy vampire Home Box 
Offi ce show, which was set 
in the swamps of Louisi-
ana.

Szablinski said they 
are also fixing to cre-
ate a peaceful outdoor 
seating area with lav-
ender blossoms and 
iron-wrought furniture, 
which will offset the 
hellish inside.

Belle Shoals [10 Hope 
St. between Roebling and 
Havemeyer streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 218–6027, 
www.belleshoals.com]. 

Cocktail joint themed for nonexistent town

HONKY TONK MIXOLOGY: Bartender Jim “Jimbo” Palumbo shakes up a cocktail in the glow of fi c-
tional Southern town Belle Shoals’ neon red lights. Photo by Louise Wateridge 

It’s a faux bar!
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

BROOKLYN –
SHEEPSHEAD BAY
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM

Buckley’s
2926 Avenue S

Mon. March 28th

BROOKLYN –
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Café

7717 Third Avenue

Tues. March 29th

QUEENS –
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

Thur. March 31st

QUEENS –
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd.

Fri. April 1st



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AR

CH
 2

0,
 2

01
6

6

after the seats’ first sea-
son on Fifth Avenue to 
gather feedback on the 
project’s launch, and 
will only re-up the fix-
ture if the community 
once again gives it a 
thumbs-up, said trans-
portation committee co-
chairman Thomas Mis-
kel. 

The so-called “ Street 
Seats ,” were a popular 
addition to  Downtown 
in 2014  when they were 

placed on less car-friendly 
areas including little-
used Lawrence Street.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BIKE

SEATING

WHAT THE WHAT?: Street 
Seats gets portable plazas 
installed in areas that don’t 
have sidewalk seating. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
Talk about some nosey 
neighbors!

Carroll Gardeners who 
claim to be plagued by pu-
trid smells coming from a 
decades-old heating oil de-
pot alongside the notori-
ously toxic Gowanus Canal 
are a bunch of whiny hip-
sters newcomers who think 
they can barge into an in-
dustrial neighborhood and 
wag their fi ngers at estab-
lished businesses, says the 
business owner.

“I’m being harassed by 
the community,” said Vin-
cent Allegretti, who oper-
ates the Bayside Fuel Oil 
Depot Corporation site on 
Smith Street. “It’s this new 
crop of people that are mov-
ing in and gentrifying the 
neighborhood.”

A strong chemical smell 
emanates from the depot 
between Garnet and Cen-
tre Streets and leaks into 
nearby homes, say com-
munity members who have 
settled near the banks of 

the  Brooklyn’s nautical 
purgatory  — of 147 neigh-
bors who fi lled out a survey 
on the smell, 133 said they 
have smelled oil or gas near 
their homes, 97 said the 
smell was “frequent” dur-
ing the winter months, and 
54 said they would describe 
the smell as “strong” while 
30 went so far as to call it 
“overwhelming.”

The odor is so disturb-
ing, say locals, its frequent 
presence is marring their 
quality of life.

“I’m talking about a 
smell like if you stuck 
your nose in the open gas 
container of your car,” 
said Timm Chiusano, who 
moved to the neighbor-
hood fi ve years ago and 
lives two blocks from the 
depot with his wife and 
three-year-old daughter. 
“You have to keep your 
windows shut at night 
entirely or it will linger 
within your house.”

Chiusano — who con-
ducted the neighborhood 

survey and is spearhead-
ing efforts to address the 
smell, says the stench has 
become unbearable within 
the past two years and is at 
its most potent when the de-
pot is unloading oil from a 
canal barge.

“Through a lot of com-
mon sense and a sense of 
smell and seeing where it’s 
emanating from, there’s 
a lot of things pointing 
directly to that site,” he 
said.

But the depot has been 
there since the 1940s with 
no problems, argues Alle-
gretti, insisting he runs a 
clean business that abides 
by environmental regula-
tions and the new neighbors 
are just raising a stink. The 
smell could be coming from 
a number of nearby con-
struction sites or from the 
putrid canal itself, he insist 
— and if they do happen to 
smell his oil from time to 
time, they should just chalk 
it up to living next-door to 
an oil terminal. 

“It’s no different than if 
they lived next to a Dunkin’ 
Donuts and smelled coffee,” 
he said.

The response from en-
vironmental agencies has 
been mixed, said Chiu-
sano — a rep for the city’s 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection left him 
a voice mail on April 15 
last year stating a pungent 
chemical smell emanat-
ing from the plant was an 
air code violation, while a 
state’s Department of En-
vironmental Conserva-
tion rep said in an e-mail 
that he watched the depot 
fi ll its tanks with no ap-
parent violations in sight 
or smell.

The federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
— which inspects the depot 
every three months — has 
found no violations on the 
site within the past three 
years,  records show . 

The Chiusanos say they 
want an investigation to de-
termine once and for all the 

origins of the stench — and 
once that has been nailed 
down, they want the collec-
tive city, state, and federal 
agencies to do something 
about it.

And while Chiusano 
knows his complaints will 
elicit unsympathetic scoffs 
from those who would never 
dream of settling down on 
the banks of the toxic Gow-
anus, he insists he and his 
family have a right to clean 

air, and Bayside should be 
held accountable for any 
pollutants they may be put-
ting out.

“I can hear the collective 
‘Go f--- yourself’ from peo-
ple looking at this from the 
outside,” he said. “But just 
because we chose to live in 
proximity to something the 
EPA is cleaning up, doesn’t 
mean companies have free 
reign to put whatever they 
want into the air.”

Carroll Garden’s depot says new neighbors stink

HELL’S SMELLS: Carroll Gardens local Timm Chiusano says he is 
sick and tired of the putrid stench emanating from the Bayside 
Fuel Oil Depot on the Gowanus Canal.  Photo by Jason Speakman 

THE SMELL TEST

Continued from page 3

BY DENNIS LYNCH
There is no room for the 
inn!

Industry City hon-
chos have nixed a plan 
to build college dormi-
tories in the massive 
Sunset Park campus af-
ter locals and pols com-
plained that it would 
eat up much-needed in-
dustrial space. But local 
activists say they must 
also scrap hotels and re-
tail stores planned for 

the site if they are seri-
ous about preserving the 
blue-collar area.

“Hotels are exactly 
the same thing,” said 
Elizabeth Yeampierre, 
the head of the Sunset 
Park advocacy group 
Uprose. “It’s just one of 
those things they’re go-
ing to use to say ‘hey, 
we’re doing what the 
community wants.’ We 
won’t really know if they 
mean that or not until 

they start moving away 
from commercializing 
an industrial area that is 
vital to New York City.”

Industry City an-
nounced the change of 
plan to Crain’s New York 
on March 10, claiming it 
scrapped the dorms in re-
sponse to local opposition 
— but that it still needs 
the hotel and stores to 
help pay for the $1 billion 
it invested in the sprawl-
ing complex last year.

SUNSET PARK REIMAGINED: Industry 
City’s leadership has big plans for the site 
— but they no longer include college dor-
mitories.  Industry City

Industry City nixes dorms
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HAS YOUR ROOF RECOVERED FROM WINTER?

Licensed – Brooklyn – Insured

Top Quality Workmanship
References Available

Affordable – Professional & Courteous
718-833-3508

513 72nd Street, Brooklyn
GUTTER

CLEANING
COMPLETE

FLASH & PAINT
ANY COMPLETE
ROOFING JOB

$100
Any Size House

With Coupon Only.
Expires 6/30/16

$850
Max 1200 sq. ft.

With Coupon Only.
Expires 6/30/16

$250 Off
of 1200 sq. ft.

or more
With Coupon Only.

Expires 6/30/16

The Trusted Name In Roofi ng

SINCE 1979

SUPERSUPER
ROOFERROOFER

Spring is Spring is 
almost almost 

herehere

ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE

Hours: Mon–Wed, 5-10:30pm, Thurs-Fri, 4-11:30pm, Sat-Sun, 11am-11:30pm

Saturday & Sunday
11am – 3pm

See Menu @ 
www.AtlasSteak.com

LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Perfection On A Plate
Extraordinary Food

Enjoy Premium Hand-Cut Steak Nightly, 
Prepared To Perfection 

For A Classic Steakhouse Experience.

Live Entertainment
Thursdays  Guitar Nite   

6pm – Close

Fridays  Saxophone Nite   
7pm – Close

B8Transportation Q BF To
18 Ave.

Now
Serving

Make 
Reservations  

For Easter 
 Sunday 
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Back and neck pain 
make the simplest tasks 
nearly impossible.   

You may be unable 
to walk, bend, work, or 
drive as turning your 
head to see the car be-
hind you — a function 
we barely even think 
about under normal con-
ditions — is not possible. 
This kind of debilitating 
pain impacts the quality 
of life. 

It may be that you’ve 
tried to get help. You 
may have already seen 
doctors for traditional 
medical and chiroprac-
tic care, without results. 
Perhaps it appears the 
only possibility is sur-
gery. 

But this is not your 
only option. 

Dr. Di Giuseppi of the 
Spine and Disc Center 
of Brooklyn has been 

treating patients with 
these conditions for 
more than 32 years, re-
instating their quality 
of life through nonsur-
gical treatment. No spi-
nal injections or drugs 
are involved. Instead, he 
utilizes decompression 
therapy, a leading non-
surgical, alternative 
treatment for serious 
neck and low back pain. 

“This gentle treat-
ment method has been 
shown to greatly re-
duce or eliminate back 
and neck pain,” says  
Dr. Di Giuseppi. “It has 
helped people who are at 
the end of their rope.”

Decompression ther-
apy effectively treats 
disabling low back, neck, 
and radiating leg and 
arm pain by reducing 
the pressure on spinal 
nerves, discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, ef-

fective, and amazing 
pain relief that enables 
most patients to return 
to a more active life-
style,” says the doctor. 
“There is a 90 percent 
success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop 
this procedure was con-
ducted by prominent 
physicians, engineers, 
and technicians at major 
teaching hospitals, says 
Dr. Di Giuseppi, who is 
trained in these meth-

ods. The certification 
course was designed by 
the leading expert in spi-
nal decompression, Dr. 
Jay Kennedy, D.C., who 
taught doctors world-
wide and treated thou-
sands of patients using 
a variety of decompres-
sion systems. To gain 
certification involves 
more than 40 hours of 
instruction, including 
hands-on training ses-
sions, followed by certi-
fication examinations.  

“We are pleased that 
we can serve our pa-
tients and others in the 
community with ad-
vanced spinal decom-
pression therapy,” says  
Dr. Di Giuseppi.

Decompression ther-
apy begins with a series 
of sessions that typi-
cally run three or four 
times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient 

is fully clothed, either 
face down, or face up, on 
the table. During each of 
these sessions, electrical 
muscle stimulation, ul-
trasound, or therapeutic 
laser may be applied to 
help relax muscles and 
promote further healing 
of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, 
patients may be asked 
to complete specific ex-
ercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal 
stenosis, bulging, herni-
ated, and degenerative 
discs, pinched nerves, 
and sciatica have found 
relief through this 
method. 

Spine and Disc 
Center of Brooklyn 
7123 10th Avenue at 
72nd Street in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 833–
3327. www.Spineand-
DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY

Better options for back pain at Spine and Disc Center

BY LAUREN GILL
It is good for what jails you!

The proposed closure 
of scandal-plagued Rik-
ers Island would be a boon 
for the borough, says one 
prisoner advocate, allow-
ing Brooklynites awaiting 
trial to stay in safer local 
facilities that are much 
closer to their loved ones 
and the courts. Locals are 
already objecting to hous-
ing more inmates or new 
jails in their backyard, but 
they should stop being so 
selfi sh, he said.

“It’s almost obnoxious 
to hear people in Brook-
lyn push back on the idea 
of building a new, safer 
jail or rehabbing an old 
jail,” said Glenn Martin, 
an ex-con who was born 
and raised in Bedford-
Stuvyvesant and is now 
president of Just Lead-

ership USA, whose goal 
is to cut the country’s 
prison population in half 
by 2030.

A growing chorus of 
pols are demanding the city 
close the notoriously brutal 
jail complex, but that would 
require it to fi nd some-
where else to house the ap-
proximately 7,200 inmates 
behind bars there — which 
means building new facili-
ties, expanding existing 
ones, or dramatically reduc-
ing the number of inmates 
in the system.

Currently, there are 
only around 3,000 other jail 
beds around New York — 
800 of which are at Boerum 
Hill’s Brooklyn House of 
Detention on Atlantic Av-
enue, the borough’s only 
city-run jail, which usually 
houses around 600 at any 
given time,  according to 

Prison activist: Moving 
inmates to Brooklyn is win

RAISING THE BAR: Brooklynites awaiting trial would benefi t from 
closing Rikers Island since they would be staying in safer facilities 
such as Brooklyn House of Detention, says a prison reform activist. 
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

Hardest cell

Corrections Department 
statistics . 

The city already fl oated 
the idea of making Brook-
lyn’s big house even big-

ger in 2010.  It scrapped that 
proposal amidst massive 
community opposition , ex-
panding Rikers instead, 
and neighbors say they 

would fi ght any attempts to 
put it back on the table.

“We would continue to 
be against any expansion 
at the site,” said Howard 
Kolins, president of civic 
group Boerum Hill Asso-
ciation, though he says the 
current facility is a good 
neighbor and he supports 
overhauling Rikers in gen-
eral. “We think it becomes 
a burden on the commu-
nity.”

But Martin — who spent 
a year in Rikers for armed 
robbery — says moving 
more Brooklyn yardbirds to 
their home borough would 
take them out of the toxic 
environment at Rikers and 
give them the chance to be 
closer to support services 
and court houses, which 
can help speed up trials. 

“ C o m mu n i t y- b a s e d 
jails create opportunities 
for people to be closer to 
their families, social ser-
vices, lawyers,” he said.

However, Martin says 
the city won’t necessarily 
need larger — or more — 
slammers if the city can 
shrink the number of peo-
ple awaiting trials behind 
bars. 

He believes it can be 

done by decriminalizing 
minor and non-violent of-
fenses such as public urina-
tion and littering that often 
lead to jail time when peo-
ple fail to show up to court 
dates, eliminating cash 
bail that many low-income 
residents can’t afford, and 
speeding up trials so in-
mates spend less time lan-
guishing — Martin claims 
that reducing the average 
wait from 150–200 days 
to 100 days would cut the 
city’s inmate population by 
1,000 people.  

 Council speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito has now 
formed a commission  to 
study strategies to reduce 
Rikers’ population, which 
will look at the impact of 
these reforms, in addition 
to supervised release, rais-
ing the age of criminal re-
sponsibility, and using 
community justice centers 
instead of courts. 

The year-long study 
will need to work out a 
way to prune Rikers’ resi-
dents down to at least 5,000 
to make closure a real-
ity, according to Council-
man Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope), who is sitting on 
the panel.
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 
400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 
neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-
tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 
operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 
the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 
saving thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 
works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to 
notice an unexpected result of space travel: 
Astronauts that left with back pain would come 
back without it. After investigated this now 
phenomenon here’s what they found: During 
the anti-gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you 
travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All 
the pressure is taken off your spine and discs. 
Even better — and this is the key — a negative 
pressure is created. This negative pressure 
actually sucks the herniated material back into 
the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have 
a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has doc-
umented success with are back pain, sciatica, 
herniated and/or bulging discs (single or multi-
ple), degenerative disc disease, facet syndromes 
and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 
an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 
Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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plete fi nal designs for the avenue 
between Eighth and 18th streets 
and 33rd and 52nd streets by 
this fall and to begin construc-
tion next spring. After that, the 
city hopes to roll out the plan all 
the way from Atlantic Avenue 
to 65th Street.

Giordano admitted that 

Fourth Avenue could use a new 
look, but said the city should 
rethink its approach if traffi c 
stays the way it is there.

“Sure, we would love to have 
something beautiful here, but 
you see how the traffi c is — 
it’s not conducive to that,” said 
Giordano. “I wonder if any of 
them have stood — let alone sat 
— on the median to see what it 
would be like to sit in the mid-
dle there.”

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN 

GOING TO GOOD USE: Unsurprisingly empty benches on Flatbush Avenue 
Extension are not completely useless — just before this photo was snapped, a 
woman put her foot on it to tie her shoe, before walking off.  
 Community News Group / Dennis Lynch 

MEDIAN
Continued from page 3

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Thrill-seekers who can’t wait 
risk life and limb on the Cyclone 
at Luna Park’s opening day on 
March 20 — or any time this sum-
mer for that matter — will be rid-
ing on a newly rehabilitated icon. 
The wooden rollercoaster got a 
fresh coat of red and white paint in 
preparation for this summer and 
it looks better than ever, Coney Is-
land’s unoffi cial mayor said.

“In my 37 years in Coney I’ve 
never seen it looking this good,” 
said entertainment impresario 
Dick Zigun. “I’m thrilled about it.”

The Cyclone is a city land-
mark, so the Landmarks Com-
mission had to certify that all the 
rehabilitation work was in line 
with the Cyclone’s original 1927 
design. The park’s owners have 
also replaced sections of track on 
the nearly half-mile long roller 
coaster during the off-seasons 
over the last fi ve or so years.

That means riders this year 
will get the best ride on the Cy-
clone since its fi rst brave riders 

strapped in to its cars almost 90 
years ago. But worry not — just 
because the Cyclone looks brand 
new, it still feels as raw and white-
knuckle as ever, Zigun said, even 
if it looks a little less dangerous 
than before.

“People always joked that part 
of its fun was that it was rickety 
and ‘dangerous’ but that’s just 
not been true,” he said. “I think 

a lot of that false reputation was 
based on peeling paint and super-
fi cial rust stains.”

Borough President Adams, 
Councilman Mark Treyger (D–
Coney Island), Assemblywoman 
Pam Harris (D–Coney Island) 
and state Senator Diane Savino 
(D–Staten Island) will attend the 
opening ceremony at Luna Park 
at 11:30 am March 20. 

Zigun: Refurbed Cyclone 
looks like a million bucks!

BACK TO ITS FORMER GLORY: Coney Island’s landmarked Cyclone roller coaster 
got a fresh coat of paint this off-season, and is ready for its fi rst thrill-seekers to 
hop on on March 20. Photo by Angel Zayas
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++ALL applicants will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms.

STK# 296805

2008 CHEVROLET COBALT

LS 2DR COUPE 48,040 MILES
STK# 994992

2014 MERCEDES BENZ 

E-CLASS AWD E350 LUXURY 4MATIC 4DR SEDAN 28,405 MILES
STK# 238954

2010 SUBARU LEGACY

AWD 2.5I PREMIUM 4 DR SEDAN CVT 94,190 MILES

STK# 698766

2007 TOYOTA AVALON   

LIMITED 4DR SEDAN 93,639 MILES
STK# 323621

2005 JEEP WRANGLER

UNLIMITED 4WD 130,370 MILES

2007 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

TOURING 4DR WAGON 77,609 MILES
STK# 145676

2014 TOYOTA COROLLA

LE PLUS 4DR SEDAN  3,454 MILES

STK# 344687

2007 KIA SPORTAGE

EX 4DR SUV 4WD 113,200 MILES
STK# D70718

2012 FORD F-150

4X2 XL 2DR REGULAR CAB STYLESIDE 8FT LB 114,144 MILES
STK# 654895

2001 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE  LAREDO

4DR 4WD SUV  114,947 MILES

$5,999 $34,999 $10,500

CHECK OUT OUR FULL INVENTORY
WWW.CONEYANDVAUTOSALES.COM

 $11,200 $13,499

Payments as Low as $149.99 a Month++

$17,999

$7,999  $11,499 $5,499

STK# 139067

$20,4992013 MAZDA CX-5 

AWD TOURING 4DR SUV  16,125 MILES

STK# 288478

90 MILLESES90 MILESES

$14,9992012 VOLKSWAGEN GTI

PZEV 2DR HATCHBACK 6M 37,628 MILES

STK# 631081

$6,499
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making the effort to reduce food 
waste.” 

Items for sale will include 
nuts, grains, dry fruits, olive oil, 
chocolates, and household clean-
ers, all stored in huge contain-
ers that customers will scoop out 
into their own jugs, crocks, jars, 
or sacks — just like they did in 
the halcyon days of yesteryear. 
Patrons can also pick up fresh 
fruits and vegetables from re-
gional farms — also just like they 
did in the halcyon days of yester-
year.

But how will it keep shoppers 
from throwing stuff away? 

Giving patrons the ability 
to take just what they need will 
save on wasted food — unlike the 
Costco-sized packages of produce 
that end up in a landfi ll, like 40 
percent of food sold in the United 
States,  according to the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization . 

For those who wander into 
the store empty-handed, the Fil-
lery will sell reusable containers 
such as spice and mason jars, and 
will have free paper bags so peo-
ple can start their collection of 
Earth-friendly packaging. 

But convincing people to buy 

food without the fl ashy packag-
ing that is designed to lure in 
customers and help them make 
decisions is challenging, says the 
manager of the country’s fi rst 
package-free store — which had 
to eventually introduce packaged 
foods to its aisles to keep itself 
afl oat. 

“When you take away a few 

key things that help hone in on 
those decisions, you’re making it 
harder for the customer to make 
choices,” said Joshua Blaine, who 
manages eco-conscious grocer 
“In.gredients” in Austin, Texas. 

He said the package-free phi-
losophy is  big in Europe , where 
people are more interested in 
cooking with whole ingredients 
instead of throwing ready-made 
fi xings into their recipes. 

In.gredients still offers bulk 
foods and Blaine said he dreams 
of stocking package-free aisles 
someday, but it wasn’t a sustain-
able model for the Texas store 
since it is located in an area 
where people have to drive to 
get their groceries, instead of 
picking them up quickly and fre-
quently on the way home — some-
thing folks would be able to do in 
Brooklyn.

“Thinking about being in 
Brooklyn, if it’s in a high-density 
neighborhood that could work,” 
he said. 

High-density, and forward 
thinking — Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope) is  trying 
to pass a bill that would charge 10 
cents for every plastic bag needed 
to get your groceries home .

Metz, who also has grants 
from a business competition 
and an investor to help fund the 
store, has to raise $12,000 by 

off in after watching the 
documentary “Spellbound,” 
about wiz kids competing in 
the Scripps National Spell-
ing Bee. Each monthly com-
petition has given 15 adults a 
chance to live out their spell-
ing dreams in a three-round 
bee with a beer in their hand. 

The pair originally thought 
the event would simply bee a 
bunch of people getting drunk 
and trying their hand at an 
elementary school novelty, 
but they found that people 
got pretty serious about their 
spelling and were more fo-
cused on winning than their 
beers. 

“There was an assumption 
that people would be a little 
more tipsy,” said Dziura, who 
lives in Park Slope. “But peo-
ple who show up are pretty se-
rious about winning.”

The talent pool usu-
ally consists of a mix of 
novice spellers and regu-
lars, said Dziura, who fre-
quently trips people up on 
words such as “aebleskiver” 
— Danish pancake puffs — 
and one of the words pro-
nounced “fare-oh,” which 

can be spelled in four dif-
ferent ways.

Each bee winner receives a 
small prize, like a dictionary 
or candy. The closing clash on 
April 4 will also feature cake 
for all participants, and a live 
rendition of the spelling bee’s 
 catchy theme song , sung by 
the hosts.  

This might not be the end 
for the original spelling bee — 
which has become so famous 
that “Law and Order: Special 
Victims Unit” once modeled 
a murder victim on Dziura. 
Blue said the pair might host a 
few one-off competitions, and 
he is looking to get celebrities 
like the brainy Emma Watson 
involved.

But even though he’s look-
ing to the future, he is still s-a-
d to leave the well-known bee 
behind. 

“I’ll miss working with 
Jen, the camaraderie of the 
people, and the whole thing 
altogether,” said Blue. “I don’t 
think there’s anything I won’t 
miss.” 

The fi nal Williamsburg 
Spelling Bee at Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. between 
Frost and Richardson streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 302–
3770, spellingblog4.blogspot.
com]. April 4 at 7 pm. Free. 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Open 7 Days for Lunch, Dinner, Brunch  •  Private Parties • Valet Parking
WWW.HUNTERSSTEAKHOUSE.NET

Potato Leek Soup or Salad of Baby Greens with Balsamic Vinaigrette

ENTRÉES
Roast Leg of Lamb … with a rosemary sauce & mint jelly … $38.95

Pan-Seared Salmon ... with a lemon butter sauce … $29.95
NY Sirloin Steak … served with herb butter … $39.95

Filet Mignon … grilled 10oz fi let served with red wine mushroom sauce … $41.95
Shrimp & Beef … fi let mignon & shrimp served with a mushroom sauce … $43.95

Lemon Herb Chicken … baked half chicken with sautéed spinach … $26.95

Dessert selection from our Dessert Tray  •  Coffee & Tea

For your convenience, a standard gratuity of 18% will be added to your check.

HUNTER’S STEAK & ALE
HOUSE

9404 4TH AVENUE 718-238-8899

SPECIAL CHILDREN’S MENU
Includes soup, entree & dessert

CHOICE OF
Chicken Fingers with French Fries … $16.95
Penne Milanese … tomato & fresh mozzarella … $14.95

Three Course Prix Fixe 

Easter Menu

APPETIZERS
Fried Calamari … with Spicy Marinara Sauce … $7.95

Shrimp Cocktail ... 3 Jumbo Shrimp served with Tomato Horseradish Sauce … $11.95
Mozzarella Sticks … Deep Fried and Served with Marinara Sauce … $7.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato … With Balsamic Vinaigrette … $8.95
Crabmeat Stuffed Mushroom Caps … $10.95

GET PACKIN’: Prospect Heights resi-
dent Sarah Metz is trying to launch a 
store that would offer items without 
packaging, so customers would have to 
bring their own containers to get their 
groceries home.  Photo by Jason Speakman
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$1195 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
Free Delivery

Choice Of Entree

With Au Jus and Mint Jelly

With Mushroom Orzo & Apple Brandy Glaze 

Grilled with Herb Butter

Egg Battered, Sautéed with White Wine, 
Shallots, Lemon, Butter

With Citrus Chive Sauce

White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce

(Entrees Served 
With Potato or Rice and 

Fresh Vegetable)

Choice Of Appetizer

Choice Of Dessert

$4200
Per person

Plus tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
$19.95

Soup or Fruit Plate, Chicken Parmigiana 
or Chicken Nuggets & Fries

Ice Cream, Sherbet or Chocolate Mousse

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCHLUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke every 
Monday and 

Wednesday 8pm. 
Original 

Thursdays 8 pm.

Greenhouse Cafe Presents

EASTER 
SUNDAY DINNER

GreenhouseCafe.com
718 -989 - 8952

Live Music
All Weekend

7305 Third Avenue, Brooklyn
718.745.0222

www.VesuvioBayRidge.com

Prix Fixe Menu $40
APPETIZERS

(Choose One)
Caprino Salad mixed greens, goat cheese, tomatoes 

& nuts with a raspberry vinaigrette
Mozzarella di Casa homemade mozzarella, tomatoes, 

roasted peppers & olive oil
Cold Antipasto prosciutto, salami, roasted peppers, 

olives, provolone, artichoke hearts & fresh mozzarella
Grilled Portobello topped with roasted peppers & mozzarella

Baked Clams (6) 
Calamari Fritti

ENTREÉ
(Choose One)

Cheese Ravioli Pomodoro
Roasted Leg of Lamb red wine reduction

Homemade Meat Lasagna
Beef Braciola with Cavatelli beef top round fi lled with prosciutto 

& fresh herbs in a marinara sauce
Chicken Vesuvio sautéed chicken breast topped with 

roasted peppers & fresh mozzarella
Linguine Rio Mare calamari, clams & mussels in a marinara 

or fra diavolo sauce
Veal Marsala sauteed in a light marsala wine sauce with mushrooms

Homemade Potato Gnocchi Lamb Ragu minced lamb 
in a homemade Italian sauce

Rack of Lamb add $5 oven roasted in a worcestershire sauce 
served with broccoli rabe

DESSERT
(Choose One)

Fresh Cannoli  •  Homemade Tiramisu
Homemade Ricotta Cheesecake

KIDS MENU
APPETIZER 

Mozzarella Sticks

ENTREÉ
Chicken Fingers with Fries, Individual Pizza or Ravioli

DESSERT  
Vanilla or Chocolate Ice Cream

$20.00

Happy Easter

Ala Carte Menu 
Also Available
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Residents complained 
that the biggest problem 
they have are with drivers 
speeding down the block 
and blowing through the 
stop sign when coming to 
or leaving the park, and 
wannabe park-goers dan-
gerously backing down the 
street when looking for a 
place to leave their car in-
stead of driving around the 
block.

But police from the 61st 
Precinct said residents are 
welcome to bring up their 
concerns at that precinct’s 

monthly Community 
Council meetings, where 
they usually get a chance 
to speak directly with the 
captain and hear what else 
is going on.

“We want them to come 
to the council meetings, we 
want them to come to hear 
everything that’s going on 
in the precinct,” said Of-
fi cer Sammy Shaya, who 
helps out with community 
relations. 

But Geritano said he be-
lieves it’s the precinct’s re-
sponsibility to make more 
of an effort to make resi-
dents feel more comfort-
able, he said. 

“How many nights a 

week am I going to go to 
meetings?” he said. “I 
don’t think I should be 
running out when the 
problem is in my neigh-
borhood. They should be 
coming to us.”

To that, Shaya said it’s 
easy to get in touch with 
the precinct to register 
complaints — by calling.

“It’s not fair for a res-
ident to have to wait a 
month to have a problem 
addressed,” he said, “They 
have my number, they can 
call me at any time.”

The community affairs 
team at the precinct can 
be reached at (718) 627–
6847.

whose lived in Sheep-
shead Bay for 40 year and 
has now put his home on 
the market. “It’s a shame, 
I’ve lived here my whole 
life.”

Rampant with cats 
making their homes un-
der piles of garbage and 
construction, the houses 
within the Courts — many 
built back when Sheep-
shead Bay was a sleepy 
beach and fi shermen’s 
town — have been left to 
rot since the superstorm 
blew threw, and with no 
street lights to brighten 

up the area at night, the 
neighborhood has be-
come a feeding ground for 
drugs, according to Sch-
neider. 

“With all the drug deal-
ing going on — I’m not go-
ing to put my family at 
risk,” he said.“Look how 
they’re dumping garbage 
in all these houses. Nobody 
does nothing.” 

And the government 
hasn’t done enough to help 
through its controversial 
Build-It-Back program, 
said Schneider.

But a spokesman for the 
city-run federally funded 
recovery effort challenged 
that, claiming construc-
tion has just begun on 23 

homes, and has already 
been completed on 54 in 
Sheepshead Bay. 

But many residents —  
like the Schneiders — have 
chosen to just leave, aban-
doning their homes now 
boarded up with wood and 
peppered with mold. 

Schneider said he raised 
his family in the Courts 
and hates to leave, but 
claims it’s just not worth it 
to stay. 

“I can’t believe how 
they just forgot about us,” 
Schneider said. “Every-
body just forgot about our 
neighborhood. It breaks my 
heart to leave, but I can’t 
stay like a prisoner in my 
own house.”

Continued from page 1 

COURTS

Continued from page 1 

BORDER

GHOST TOWN: Life-long Sheepshead Bay resident Jimmy Schneider is moving out of Mesereau Court, 
which he says looks like a war zone thanks to residents fl eeing their damaged homes after Hurricane 
Sandy. Photo by Angel Zayas

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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Supported by: 
NEW YORK 
COMMUNITY BANK

Queens County Savings Bank Division 

To enter go to cnglocal.com/kathy  

Win a VIP Package* to see Kathy Griffi n Live

Enter for your chance to see 

Kathy Griffi n Live 
in Brooklyn or Queens

KATHY GRIFFIN
BOROUGHING THROUGH

Kupferberg Center
for the Arts

at Queens College

Saturday, April 9
at 8 pm

KupferbergCenter.org
718-793-8080

Brooklyn Center 
for the

Performing Arts

Sunday, April 10
at 6 pm

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

*  Vip package includes - 2 premium orchestra seats and a copy of Kathy Griffi n’s 
book, “A Memoir According to Kathy Griffi n.” Contest entrants subject to Contest 
Rules & Conditions. For more information, visit gaycitynews.nyc/win


