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BY ALLEGRA HOBBS
He’s not saving souls — he’s 
saving the planet!

An anti-consumerist 
preacher and his choir 
of activist performance 
artists will hold an early 
Earth Day concert and 
book launch in Bushwick, 
in order to spread the word 

about bad shopping hab-
its that are destroying the 
environment. The group’s 
charismatic frontman says 
that a light-hearted song-
and-dance is the best way 
to hammer home a life-and-
death message.

“We’re bringing humor 
and music to the fi ght for the 

Earth’s health,” said Rev-
erend Billy Talen of Rever-
end Billy and the Church 
of Stop Shopping.  “There’s 
nothing like a good song to 
open up people’s souls, and 
a little laughter goes a long 
way.”

The Windsor Terrace 

BY LAUREN GILL
What exit? 

The city will fi nally curb a 
controversial decision to allow 
motorists careening off the Man-
hattan Bridge to turn onto a res-
idential Downtown street at all 
hours of the day — a situation lo-
cals believed to be so dangerous, 
one made the heartbreaking deci-
sion to move to New Jersey after 
a truck barreling off the span al-
most mowed her kids down.

“Since that frightening inci-
dent happened to us we have de-
cided to move out of the area,” 
said former Downtown resi-
dent turned Garden Stater Leah 
Rosen, who used to live near Con-
cord Street — the treacherous 
stretch in question — on Nassau 
Street and had to cross the thor-
oughfare several times a day. 

The transportation depart-
ment says it will return the turn 
onto Concord Street to its previ-
ous opening hours of between 3 
pm and 7 pm on weekdays start-
ing next month, after making it 
a 24-hour free-for-all in October 
last year.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re moving everything 
— and the kitchen sink!

Developers will down 
the Parkside Memorial 
Chapels and the boarded-
up Midas Muffl er Shop on 
Flatbush Avenue near Av-
enue V to make room for 
Raymour and Flanigan 
furniture store, which is 

moving in from across the 
street. The news put to bed 
locals’ fears that the city 
would build a homeless 
shelter on the site, one resi-
dent said.

“We anticipated this 
could be a horror show,” 
said James Buchanan dur-
ing a Community Board 18 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10

Fest is 3-day 
hootenanny

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a show that’s all folk!

The Brooklyn Folk Festival will 
shine a light on the borough’s 
fl ourishing folk scene with 
three jam-packed days of perfor-
mances and workshops, starting 

on April 8 at St. Ann’s Church in 
Brooklyn Heights. The organizer 
of the eighth annual festival says 
that it will offer the borough’s true-
blue folk musicians a rare chance to 
show off their fi nger-picking skills.

“Most festivals that are called 
folk festivals are actually singer-
songwriters or indie-rock,” said 
Red Hook musician Eli Smith. 
“It’s hard for a lot of folk musi-
cians to get gigs at festivals — 
there’s so much talent to draw on 
that aren’t getting calls.” 

But the Brooklyn Folk Festival 
focuses on bona-fi de folk, blues, 
and jazz artists, said Smith, and 
the borough of Kings is bubbling 
with so much foot-stomping tal-
ent it needs its own festival to cel-

Continued on page 9

SONGS OF REV.-OLUTION:
Reverend Billy wants you to 
stop destroying the Earth.

JAM ON: Red Hook musician Eli Smith has been organizing the Brooklyn Folk Festival for the last eight years. 
 Photo by Louise Wateridge

The chair apparent Preaching ‘green’ gospel

City puts 
brakes on 
Bridge exit
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

BROOKLYN –
SHEEPSHEAD BAY
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM

Buckley’s
2926 Avenue S

Mon. March 28th

BROOKLYN –
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Café

7717 Third Avenue

Tues. March 29th

QUEENS –
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

Thur. March 31st

QUEENS –
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd.

Fri. April 1st
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BY LAUREN GILL
Ferry good news!

Mayor DeBlasio fi -
nally unveiled the opera-
tor and more details of 
his upcoming $55-million 
city-wide ferry service 
last Wednesday, but the 
biggest reveal may have 
been for commuters who 
won’t even use it. Brook-
lynites who already ride 
the existing East River 
Ferry were thrilled to 
learn their tickets will 
now only cost 2.75 as part 
of the plan — down from 
$4 on weekdays and $6 on 
weekends.

“I’m thrilled!” said Ga-
brielle Nadig, who lives 
in beautiful Greenpoint 
yet is sometimes forced 
to sail over to weekend 
meetings in Manhattan 
for her fi lm production 
company. “Having a re-
duced fare will help me 
save money for my busi-
ness.” 

The city is cutting 
the fares to allow for 
transfers with the new 
fl oating transit network 
— which DeBlasio  prom-
ised to tether to the price 

of a subway ride  when it 
weighs anchor in June 
of next year, adding four 
new stops along the Kings 
County waterfront. Nei-
ther ferry service will 
have free transfers to the 
state-run subways and 
buses, however.

DeBlasio announced 
that San Francisco outfi t 
Hornblower Cruises and 
Events will run the ser-
vice and also take over 
the East River Ferry — 
confi rming  reports  it had 
beaten out a joint bid by 
its existing operators New 
York Waterway and Billy-
bey, and New York Water 
Taxi, which runs a service 
from Ikea in Red Hook to 
Manhattan. 

That may come as more 
good news to East River 
Ferry fans — Billybey is 
the company the city had 
charged with maintaining 
 a Greenpoint gangplank 
that collapsed into icy wa-
ters  in 2014  due to a shoddy 
welding job  that went un-
detected. 

But fans of carting 
around stylish-yet-afford-
able Swedish furniture 

may be less bouyed —  Wa-
ter Taxi claims it will now 
have to fold because it can’t 
afford to compete with the 
taxpayer-subsidized ser-
vice . DeBlasio dismissed 
that with a wave of his in-
visible hand, though.

“It’s called competi-
tion,” he said. “People 
should respect that pro-
cess.”

The new service will 
shuttle straphangers be-
tween Bay Ridge, Sunset 
Park, Brooklyn Heights, 
and Dumbo then onto 
Queens and Manhattan 
when it launches. It will 
add a leg to the Bronx in 
2018.

Local pols  had also de-
manded  a direct passage 
from Brooklyn to Gover-
nors Island — which is 
 currently only accessible  
from Kings County on 
weekends during sum-
mer — but there were still 
no concrete plans as of 
Wednesday. The mayor’s 
offi ce said only that it was 
still an “option” and Horn-
blower will have to work 
out any specifi cs with is-
land offi cials. 

The city also still 
could not say where it 
will put the new Red 
Hook stop, which has 
been  a months-long point 
of contention  between lo-
cals who want it to go in 
Atlantic Basin and the 
city, which would pre-
fer the transit-starved 
nabe’s southerly shore. 

Taxpayers will shell 
out $55 million for the new 
system, then $30 million 
annually for six years to 
keep it afl oat. Hornblower 
will pay for 18 new 150-
seat ferries itself, though 
they may not be ready in 
time for launch, in which 
case it will have to rent 
some.

DeBlasio estimates 
around 12,000 people will 
ride the new boats every 
day,  according to a Po-
litico report  — a drop in 
the ocean compared to the 
millions who commute 
via subway and bus each 
day, and a quarter of the 
people he claims will ride 
on  the $2.5-billion street-
car he wants to build 
along much of the same 
Brooklyn waterfront . 

BY DENNIS LYNCH
Seems like anything is bet-
ter than the R train.

Mayor DeBlasio’s new 
69th Street ferry to Manhat-
tan will make at least four 
stops — and take almost 15 
minutes longer than Bay 
Ridge’s  Toonerville Trolley  
— to get to Downtown Man-
hattan, but at least one Bay 
Ridgite says it’s worth the 
wait, because the R train is 
hell on rails.

“It can be a painful com-
mute on the train. It’s unre-
liable, it seems the slightest 
thing can cause delays,” said 
Doron Taleporos, who works 
near to where the ferry would 
eventually dock. “Just being 
on the boat would be a much 
nicer ride.”

Taleporos plans to ride 
his bike from his home near 
74th Street and Fifth Avenue 
to the pier on 69th Street and 
Shore Road. The ride should 
take about nine minutes, just 
a couple minutes longer than 
it would take him to walk 
the three blocks to the 77th 
Street R station. 

Once there, he and the 
rest of Bay Ridge’s salty 
seafarers can expect to go 
from the 69th Street Pier to 
lower Manhattan’s Pier 11 

in roughly 43 minutes on the 
“South Brooklyn” line, which 
stops at Brooklyn Army Ter-
minal, Red Hook, Atlantic 
Avenue, and Dumbo, before 
crossing the river.

All in all, the trip will 
take him 17 minutes longer 
on the ferry than on the R, 
that is  if the R is running 
on time  — as of writing this 
article on March 18, the R 
was experiencing “signifi-
cant delays” because of sig-
nal problems at Atlantic 
Avenue–Barclay’s Center. 
Trains arrive less frequently 
but more regularly than the 
system average, according 
to a Straphangers Campaign 
report card that  ranked the 
line 14th out of 19 citywide .

But Southern Brooklyn 
commuters could poten-
tially shave 20 minutes off 
the ferry trip if they hop off 
at the Brooklyn Army Ter-
minal and take a free trans-
fer to a Rockaway line before 
it makes its 16-minute bee-
line trip to Pier 11, according 
to one local pol, who thinks 
speed is not necessarily what 
will draw folks to the ferry 
anyway.

“It’s relaxing and not as 
stressful — you’re on the wa-

Mayor: City cutting East River Ferry fare to 
match new boat service launching next year

DONE DEAL: These new ferries that will shuttle straphangers around the city next year. The East River Ferry service will still 
use the same old boats, but with a newly discounted fare. Economic Development Corporation

A drop in the ocean!

Ferry boon for 
Bay Ridge, too

Turns out the fastest way to get from Bay Ridge to City Hall will still be 
the R Train. Here’s one Ridgite’s commute would stack up against the 
mayor’s ferry system — which charges a buck per bike.

The commute: 
Subway vs. Ferry

$

Ferry
Bike from 74th Street 
to 69th Street pier: 
9 minutes

Take “South Brooklyn” 
ferry to Wall 
Street–Pier 11: 
43 minutes

Bike from Pier 11 to 
City Hall: 15 minutes

Total time: 58 minutes
Cost: $3.75 

Subway
Walk from 74th Street 
to the R train at 77th 
Street: 7 minutes

R train from 77th Street 
to Brooklyn Bridge–City 
Hall: 35 minutes

Walk from City Hall 
station to City Hall: 
2 minutes

Total time: 42 minutes
Cost: $2.75$

Continued on page 9
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Checkmate!

Their backs against the wall, 
players on Edward R. Murrow 
High School’s chess team swept the 
fi nal round of competition to win 
New York State’s championship 
last week, taking the crown for the 
19th time — in dramatic fashion.

“It all came down to the last 
round, late Sunday afternoon, 
we were down, we won all our 
games,” said coach Eliot Weiss. 
“It was a miracle.”

But the team can’t take a 

break just yet because the na-
tional championship tourna-
ment starts on April 1 in Atlanta, 
Ga., said the team’s hero and co-
captain who helped bring the 
group to victory from behind — 
and hopes the team learned a lot 
from its most-recent victory. 

“We had a bus ride back home 
and we all talked about our 
games and how we won, and we 
shared our mistakes with each 
other,” said junior Brian Ar-
thur. “So when we go to Atlanta, 
we won’t make any mistakes.”

Murrow’s team has taken 
home gold eight times as na-
tional champions. One of their 
wins in 2004 sent players to the 
oval offi ce for a congratulations 
from President George W. Bush.

One team member, who has 
been playing chess since third 
grade, said it was great to see 
the whole team earn the win to-
gether. She is excited to see what 
will happen in Atlanta.

“It’s a true victory because we 
all came together to make this 
happen,” said junior Edeli Cuate. 

Murrow High’s team brings home the gold

BY LAUREN GILL
Bedford-Stuyvesant elementary 
schools must offer gifted and tal-
ented programs for kindergar-
ten students so they don’t get left 
behind the rest of the city, local 
parents told education honcho 
Carmen Farina during a town 
hall meeting on Monday eve-
ning. 

The public schools czar an-
nounced the scheme will fi nally 
come to the neighborhood this 
fall, but may fi rst launch it with 
only third graders, as their in-
telligence is easier to gauge. But 
some residents said that still 
won’t help their kids stay com-
petitive with other districts, 
which already have the pro-
gram and are testing tots when 
they are still too young to tie 
their own shoes.

“We just want to be compet-
itive and the sooner we can be 
competitive I think that’s bet-
ter for everybody,” said Caitlin 
Hoop, whose 4-year-old son will 
start kindergarten this fall. 
“The longer we wait to start, I 
think we’re at a disadvantage.” 

Families in District 16 — 
which covers most of the nabe 
and part of Crown Heights — 
 last year grilled  Department 
of Education honchos about 
why they were one of the few in 
the city without the academi-
cally rigorous program, which 
places students who score high 
marks on an option exam into 
advanced classes. Young Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant brainiacs who 
make the grade currently have 
to bus over to other districts if 
they want to take part. 

But offi cials responded that 

there weren’t enough local whiz 
kids acing the quiz for it to be 
worthwhile, so parents rallied 
to register more pupils to sit 
this year’s exam and increase 
the odds.

The department refused to 
reveal how many ultimately 
sat or how many passed before 
families are notifi ed of their ac-
ceptance, but it was evidently 
enough for the agency to extend 
the accelerated classes to some 
local elementary schools for the 
2017 year, and middle schools 
starting in 2018. 

The city says it will work 
with the parents on District 16’s 
Community Education Council 
to ultimately decide whether to 
start the program with third 
graders or younger kids, but Fa-
rina said she strongly preferred 
the former option, because it 
is easier to identify clever kids 
when they’re old enough to 
grasp the concept of a test.

“We would have the ability 

CHALLENGE ACCEPTED: The city 
will introduce gifted and talented 
programs to Bedford-Stuyvesant 
schools, such as PS 5 here, starting 
next year. Photo by Louise Wateridge

THEY’RE THE KINGS AND QUEENS OF CHESS!: The Edward R. Murrow High School chess team brought home gold from 
the state championships, and now it is on to nationals in Atlanta on April 1.  Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

A smart move

CHESS CHAMPS

Financial

Harold Greenway or Justina Douwes / Allstate Financial Services
1 (888) 345–8881 Ext 1 or (646) 405–7488 | allstateaccmgt@gmx.com
55 Water St. New York, NY 10004

stateaccmgt@gmx.comCALL 1 (888) 345–8881

Personal loan solutions to fi t your needs.
Lowest affordable rates.
One Flexible Monthly payment.
All outstanding debts.
Borrow what you need. 
Bad Credit OK. No Application fees.

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn   718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

Bedford-Stuyvesant parents 
demand gifted and talented classes

Continued on page 9
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40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
         Weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2015.
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BY LAUREN GILL
They changed lanes!

The city has agreed to install 
a dedicated two-way bike lane on 
a stretch of Jay Street in Dumbo 
after cyclists slammed an ear-
lier proposal that would see them 
sharing the road with vehicles, 
and residents were thrilled to 
learn offi cials had heard their 
gripes and switched gears.

“This is a far superior pro-
posal and I’m pleased to see it,” 
said Hilda Cohen at a Community 
Board 2 transportation committee 
meeting last Tuesday evening. 

The panel voted unanimously 
to approve the new look for the 
block between York and Pros-

pect streets, which would wedge 
a green bike track in between the 
curb and a lane of parked cars. 
To accommodate the new pas-
sageway, the asphalt agency will 
scrap a lane of parking on the 
other side of the street, and buses 
will share a lane with traffi c. 

It is a big change from  the 
plan the department presented to 
the panel in January , which pro-
posed scrapping the stretch’s cur-
rent one-way bike lane to make 
way for a pair of two-way traffi c 
lanes that brave cyclists would 
share with motorists. 

The committee also approved 
that scheme, but it wasn’t popular 
with local helmet heads. Bikers 

liked the idea of a two-way street — 
as many already risk their necks 
by riding against traffi c there to go 
Downtown or onto the Manhattan 
Bridge — but said putting two- and 
four-wheelers together was a dan-
gerous combination. 

The revised plan will make the 
treacherous stretch safer and give 
riders peace of mind, says a cyclist 
who knows the pathway well. 

“A lot of people go the wrong 
way on that street to get onto the 
bridge, and the lane would make 
that block a lot less crazy,” said 
Sera Stavroula, who works at 
Dumbo bike shop Recycle-A-Bi-
cycle and rides to work from Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant every day.

City yields on Jay Street shared bike lane plan

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a bike lane made in heaven.

A local panel unanimously 
approved a city plan on March 16 
to build a safe haven for bicyclists 
along dangerous Flatbush Ave-
nue, giving the go-ahead to new 
protected lanes around Floyd 
Bennett Field and Marine Park 
Golf Course months after pooh-
poohing a similar plan they said 
put bicyclists in harm’s way.

Community Board 18 sent 
a light-on-details proposal to 
build a path connecting Marine 
Park to Jamaica Bay Greenway 
via Flatbush Avenue  back to 
the drawing board in January  
— warning members would not 
approve the plan without assur-
ances cyclists on Flatbush would 
be separated from traffi c.

The Department of Transpor-
tation answered last Wednes-
day, agreeing to reconstruct 
the sidewalk on the parkside 
of Flatbush Avenue for sepa-
rated pedestrian and bike paths 
— and got a round of applause 
from board members who said 
the new lanes are exactly what 
they were looking for. 

“They worked diligently, 
they came back to us with ex-
actly what we wanted,” said dis-
trict manager Dorothy Turano. 
“Bicycle lanes on Flatbush Ave-

nue would be a disaster.”
The separated path will es-

tablish a new link from Marine 
Park to the Jamaica Bay Green-
way on Flatbush Avenue, and on 
a separate track, the project will 
also enhance the existing con-
crete path along Flatbush Av-
enue, from Hendrickson Place 
to the Belt Parkway. Bicyclists 
should expect the city to break 
ground on the project this sum-
mer, said a Department of Trans-
portation spokeswoman. 

And the department will 
work closely with the board to 
ensure that any and all changes 
to the design will be reviewed 
and approved, the spokes-
woman said. 

The board also voted to ap-
prove phase one of the city’s plans 
for the greenway’s protected bike 
paths, which are scheduled for 
implementation this year and 
should be fi nished by summer, 
said a spokeswoman. 

These plans include bike 
lanes on E. 38th Street, Avenue 
V, Hendrickson Street, and Hen-
drickson Place. On Hendrick-
son Street — where there is 
currently no existing sidewalk 
— parallel parking will remain, 
and the department will create 
a three-foot buffer separating a 
pathway from cars. 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

Bicyclists rejoice!

BEATEN PATH!
THE WRITING’S ON THE WALL: Sera Stevroula, who works at Recycle-A-Bicycle in Dumbo, is cheering the transportation 
department’s decision to install a two-way bike lane along a Jay Street block, instead of making cyclists share a lane with 
cars. Photo by Louise Wateridge

Board approves Flatbush Ave. protected lane 

ON DECK: The city’s proposed bike path. Department of Transportation
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++ALL applicants will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms.

STK# 296805

2008 CHEVROLET COBALT

LS 2DR COUPE 48,040 MILES
STK# 994992

2014 MERCEDES BENZ 

E-CLASS AWD E350 LUXURY 4MATIC 4DR SEDAN 28,405 MILES
STK# 461716

2010 BMW 535i X-Drive

4DR SEDAN 96,916 MILES

STK# 698766

2007 TOYOTA AVALON   

LIMITED 4DR SEDAN 93,639 MILES
STK# 772420

2004 JEEP WRANGLER

SPORT 2DR 4WD 77,806 MILES

2007 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

TOURING 4DR WAGON 77,609 MILES
STK# 015064

2013 TOYOTA TUNDRA

DOUBLE CAB 5.7L 4DR 4X4  32,222 MILES

STK# 645910

2005 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

ROCKY MOUNTAIN EDITION 4DR 4WD SUV 83,259 MILES
STK# D70718

2012 FORD F-150

4X2 XL 2DR REGULAR CAB STYLESIDE 8FT LB 114,144 MILES
STK# 654895

2001 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE  LAREDO

4DR 4WD SUV  114,947 MILES

$5,999 $34,999 $13,900

CHECK OUT OUR FULL INVENTORY
WWW.CONEYANDVAUTOSALES.COM

 $11,200 $14,400

Payments as Low as $149.99 a Month++

$29,499

$10,499  $11,499 $5,499

STK# 422915

$11,9992012 NISSAN ALTIMA

2.5S 4DR SEDAN 64,374 MILES

STK# 288478

$14,9992012 VOLKSWAGEN GTI

PZEV 2DR HATCHBACK 6M 37,628 MILES

STK# 631081

$6,499
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal & Allergy Testing 
Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director of the 
Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 •                                                                   
www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 •                                                                  
www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. 
- Pain Relief Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program

promotes a fast, safe, return to health.
3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • 
www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric Rheumatology
1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020

www.victoriakatzmd.com

UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general and 
cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised weight 
loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com
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BY LAUREN GILL
Brooklyn Flea is bouncing 
from Williamsburg!

The famed hipster bric-
a-brac bazaar is ditching 
its longtime outpost on 
the neighborhood’s wa-
terfront this summer and 
moving it to Dumbo, and 
its co-founder says it may 
never return to the nabe 
because it is too hard to 
find a good location there 
these days.

“The amount of unused 
space dwindles every day,” 
said Eric Demby. “We don’t 
have any plans to move 
back now but we’ll see how 
it goes.”

The Flea, which began 
in Fort Greene in 2008, 
opened its fi rst Williams-
burg branch in 2011 and has 
occupied  several  different 
 parks  along the neighbor-
hood’s shoreline since then.

The tchotchke empo-
rium has had a rocky re-
lationship with residents 
over the years — many  ac-

cused it of  monopolizing the 
neighborhood’s limited pub-
lic green space, while  some 
local vendors complained  
that it became too big and 
touristy and was charging 
too much for a table — but it 
has nevertheless become a 
renowned part of the neigh-
borhood and a draw for out-
of-town visitors.

But the Flea has to fl ee 
its most recent Williams-
burg location — the con-
crete block formerly known 
as Williamsburg Park and 
now dubbed 50 Kent — be-
cause the city needs to 
scrub its current space for 
toxic waste so it can  fi nally 
expand neighboring Bush-
wick Inlet Park .

The new location, open-
ing next month, will be 
around the Manhattan 
Bridge archway. It will be 
smaller than the Williams-
burg incarnation and cater 
to the cashed-up local pop-
ulace by focusing more on 
pricey vintage clothing, an-
tiques, and collectables and 
less on handmade goods and 
food, Demby said.

The Flea is no stranger 
to Dumbo — it ran a small 
market at Front and Wash-
ington streets in 2008, and 
 had a location of its food-
focused offshoot Smorgas-
burg  in a gutted warehouse 
next to the Brooklyn Bridge 
in 2012.

And Dumbo boosters are 
buzzed to have the market-
place back in their cobble-
stone streets.

“We’re thrilled to wel-
come Flea to Dumbo,” said 
Clara Schuhmacher, di-
rector of communications 
for pro-business group 
the Dumbo Business Im-

provement District, which 
worked with Demby to fi nd 
it a new home. “It’s a treat 
for our residents and work-
force to have the market in 
our backyard.” 

The Flea will still main-
tain a presence in Williams-
burg via Smorgasburg, 

which will return to East 
River State Park on Satur-
days starting April 2.

Brooklyn Flea at Pearl 
Plaza (50 Adams St. at Wa-
ter Street in Dumbo, www.
brooklynfl ea.com), Sundays 
starting April 3, 10 am–
5pm. Free. 

Hipster market is ditching longtime outpost for new Dumbo venture

A NEW PLACE TO CALL HOME: Brooklyn Flea co-founders Eric 
Demby and Jonathan Butler will set up shop in Dumbo beginning 
next month, using the neighborhood’s fabled archway as a site for 
their popular pop-up market.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK: Brooklyn Flea has been operating 
out of 50 Kent in Williamsburg since 2014.  John von Pamer 

Flea is fl eeing Williamsburg
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ebrate it all.
“The core of it is the great 

talent here in Brooklyn,” he 
said. “Brooklyn as a whole 
has a lot of great folk musi-
cians as well as people who 
are fans of folk music.”

Smith has booked more 
than 30 authentic folk musi-
cians for the weekend extrav-
aganza, including Brook-
lyn stalwarts Feral Foster, 
Spirit Family Reunion, and 
Smith’s own band, the Down-
hill Strugglers. 

But Smith also looked 
outside the borough, re-
cruiting Jerron “Blind 

Boy” Paxton from the 
northern hinterlands of 
Queens. Paxton will play 
his rousing blend of jazz 
and blues-infl uenced folk 
during Saturday’s prime 
slot of 10 pm. And civil 
rights activist Mattie Jones 
will travel from Kentucky 
to lead a sing-along of free-
dom songs, just like she did 
when marching alongside 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The festival will take over 
St. Ann’s Parish Hall, except 
for a special Sunday after-
noon event, when it moves 
to the Gowanus Canal for its 
infamous  banjo toss  compe-
tition. Contestants each get a 
chance to heave a banjo deep 
into Brooklyn’s nautical 

purgatory. The banjo, which 
is attached to a rope, is then 
pulled back and given to the 
next contestant — each of 
whom gets rubber gloves to 
protect their hands against 
the toxic water. Smith said 
that the light-hearted event 
is a pivotal moment in the 
weekend for festival-goers to 
literally let loose.

“It’s like a euphoric mo-
ment of catharsis throwing 
that banjo,” he said. 

Brooklyn Folk Festival 
at St. Ann and the Holy 
Trinity Church [157 Mon-
tague St. at Clinton St. in 
Brooklyn Heights, www.
brooklynfolkfest.com] April 
8–10  at various times. $25–
$85.

Local residents  had 
been demanding the trans-
portation department re-
verse the all-hours turn 
since it was instated , argu-
ing that it was only a mat-
ter of time before one of 
the drivers zooming off the 
span plowed into one of the 
thousands of kids who at-
tend school along Concord 
Street.

The local community 
board  voted in January to 

rescind its approval  of the 
perilous traffi c pattern af-
ter hearing their pleas — 
and  extensive video evi-
dence  — with members 
saying they made a mis-
take in endorsing it in the 
fi rst place. 

Transportation offi cials 
 then visited site in January , 
but originally opted only to 
replace the stop sign at the 
bridge with a turn signal. 

The neighborhood cru-
saders say they’re pleased 
the city has now listened to 
their appeal and changed 
its decision. 

“It’s a step in the right 
direction,” said Juan Sala-
zar, who fought tirelessly 
against the 24-hour turn, 
writing to offi cials and at-
tending every Community 
Board 2 transportation 
committee meeting since it 
was introduced.

Salazar says he would 
still like to see the city do 
something to keep large 
trucks and buses from turn-
ing down Concord Street, 
as it is designated for local 
deliveries only, but he real-
izes that is more of an en-
forcement issue. 

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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FOLK 

to look at the second grad-
ers and really see their 
performance, rather than 
depend on kindergart-
ners who may or may not 
know what kind of testing 
they’re going through,” 
she said.

Local parents aren’t 
alone in demanding an 
earlier start, however — 
Borough President Adams 
believes every student en-
tering pre-kindergarten 
should have to sit the test 
to ensure minority kids 
are put on an early path to 
the city’s top specialized 
high schools, which this 
year offered just 10 percent 

of places to black or Latino 
teens, he wrote  in a recent 
opinion piece for the Daily 
News . 

The education depart-
ment will now have to fi nd 
teachers to lead the pro-
grams in the area, and 
will introduce training 
programs for educators in-
terested in conducting the 
new classes.

GIFTED
Continued from page 4

ter instead of in a hole in 
the ground, all cramped,” 
Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile (D–Bay Ridge) said. 
“If you can make it work 
why wouldn’t you skip the 
R train?”

Gentile believes com-
muters will opt for the 
fresh New York harbor 
air and the scenic views 
of our fine borough’s wa-

terfront — even if it takes 
them a bit longer to get to 
work. But Taleporos be-
lieves the ferry’s success 
will depend on whether or 
not Bay Ridgites who live 
beyond walking distance 
to the 69th Street Pier 
will be willing to find a 
way there — and if the 
city will help them do it.

“It is far from most of 
Bay Ridge, so to be suc-
cessful, I think there 
needs to be some feeder 
buses or rerouting buses 

to get people there,” he 
said. “Outside of myself, 
I think most people’s con-
cerns will be how much 
extra time it will take.”

The B64, which runs 
along Bay Ridge Avenue 
from 13th Avenue to the 
pier, might serve as that 
feeder for some — espe-
cially in transit-starved 
Dyker Heights. It would 
take 25 minutes to get to 
the ferry from 86th Street 
and 13th Avenue on the 
B64.

COMMUTE
Continued from page 3
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reverend and his choir 
will perform the show 
“The Earth Wants You,” at 
the Market Hotel concert 
venue on April 10, and also 
release a new album and a 
book with the same name.

The multi-media mes-
sage about the evils of 
consumerism has a spe-
cial Mother Earth-theme 
— cutting down on plas-
tic consumption and 
curbing gas-guzzling 
vehicles are important 
steps towards environ-
mental salvation, said 
the reverend. 

“There is a very short 
list of primary causes for 
the Earth’s crisis, but con-
sumption is always one of 
them,” he said.

The choir’s ultimate 
mission is to exorcise the 
insatiable desire to buy 
and consume, which may 
give the Earth a fi ghting 
chance.

“We’re constantly hyp-
notized by the incredible 
marketing of corporate cul-
ture,” said Talen. “We’re 
constantly led to the next 
product.”

But the anti-shopping 
advocate says that he has 
no problem if the next prod-
uct someone buys is a copy 
of his book. 

“There’s no confl ict 
there. We’ve always used 
the phrase ‘shopping’ in 
the sense of supermalls 
and extravagant consum-
erism and fossil fuels. The 
book is $14 and the album 
is free to most people,” he 
said.

The choir has brought 

its religious fervor to the 
environment of Brooklyn’s 
parkland, objecting to the 
use of toxic herbicide spray 
with protest songs in Pros-
pect Park last August, and 
meeting twice with de-
partment honchos to make 
its harmonies heard, said 
Talen.

Another protest from 
the preacher at Grand Cen-
tral Terminal last year 
ended in his arrest by Met-
ropolitan Transit Author-
ity offi cers, and he later 
 sued the city agency  for vi-
olating his rights — a suit 
that was settled for $58,000, 
said Talens.

“The Earth Wants You” 
at the Market Hotel (1140 
Myrtle Ave. between Jeffer-
son and Troutman Streets 
in Bushwick, www.mar-
kethotel.org). April 10 at 9 
pm. $12.

meeting on March 16. “We 
would have this big lot now, 
which is probably the larg-
est lot in Marine Park, that 
would be available, and 
we didn’t know if the city 
was going to come down 
and say ‘We’re putting up 
homeless housing or half-
way houses.’ ”

Instead, the retail furni-
ture chain will move across 
Avenue V — from 2544 Flat-
bush Ave. to 2576 Flatbush 
Ave., Buchanan said.  

Raymour and Flanigan 
 bought the Midas building 
last fall . It hasn’t yet closed 

the deal with Parkside Me-
morial Chapels, but both 
parties have signed a con-
tract that will  hand over 
the entire lot to the furni-
ture chain by 2017 , city re-
cords show.

It’s not clear what will 
happen to Raymour and 
Flanigan’s current build-
ing, which is about the 
size of five basketball 
courts. 

Raymour and Flanigan 
leases the space, and of-
fi cials there do not know 
what will come of the store-
front, a spokeswoman said. 

The land is zoned for car 
lots, gas stations, and other 
commercial uses, city re-
cords show. Developers 

would need a pass from the 
city to erect housing, re-
cords show.

Offi cials could not con-
fi rm when the furnishing 
store will reopen in its new 
location.

And the funeral home 
isn’t closing up shop either, 
it’s just moving up Flat-
bush Avenue to the corner 
of Alton Place — an oppor-
tunity Parkside Memorial 
Chapel just couldn’t pass 
up, its president said. 

“Raymour and Flani-
gan made us an offer we 
couldn’t refuse,” said Ed 
Goldstein, who plans to re-
open the funeral home this 
Spring. “It’s a matter of dol-
lars and cents.”

Continued from page 1 

FURNITURE

Continued from page 1 

EARTH DAY

CHANGES ARE COMING!: The Midas Shop and Parkside Funeral Home will be torn down to make room 
for Raymour and Flanigan and a new retail development.  Photo by Angel Zayas 

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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COMMUNITY BANK

Queens County Savings Bank Division 

To enter go to cnglocal.com/kathy  

Win a VIP Package* to see Kathy Griffi n Live

Enter for your chance to see 

Kathy Griffi n Live 
in Brooklyn or Queens

KATHY GRIFFIN
BOROUGHING THROUGH

Kupferberg Center
for the Arts

at Queens College

Saturday, April 9
at 8 pm

KupferbergCenter.org
718-793-8080

Brooklyn Center 
for the

Performing Arts

Sunday, April 10
at 6 pm

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

*  Vip package includes - 2 premium orchestra seats and a copy of Kathy Griffi n’s 
book, “A Memoir According to Kathy Griffi n.” Contest entrants subject to Contest 
Rules & Conditions. For more information, visit gaycitynews.nyc/win


